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By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

The Big Spring Area Chamber of 
Commerce and several Gregg Street 
merchants are having a block party 
— covering a lot of blocks — Satur-
day.

To celebrate the completion of 
Gregg Street renovations, the cham-

ber and various merchants are host-
ing various activities, including 
discounts, drawings, kids’ crafts, 
ice cream and more, Chamber Ex-
ecutive Director Debbye ValVerde 
said.

Even Elvis is making an appear-
ance.

The year-long construction proj-

ect was tough on merchants along 
Gregg Street, ValVerde said.

“Some of the merchants said peo-
ple found an alternate way to get to 
their businesses,” ValVerde said. 
“but for some, there was definitely 
some hardship.”

See PARTY, Page 3A

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

What could have been a simple bud-
get amendment turned into a pre-elec-
tion debate Tuesday night, as incum-
bent Mayor 
Russ McEwen 
and challenger 
Tommy Dun-
can squared off 
concerning a 
problem with 
the municipal-
ity’s certified 
taxable values 
for the 2009-2010 tax year.

According to City Finance Director 
Peggy Walker, the miscalculation — 
which cost city coffers approximately 
$68,400 — was made by an Abilene 
based tax management company 
which incorrectly rendered a drilling 
rig valued at $6.6 million in Howard 
County.

“A few months ago we had a $9 mil-
lion appraisal value that came off of our 
certified values. This is now a second 
correction to those original appraised 
values,” said Walker. “There was a 
company that basically indicated they 
had a drilling rig that should be tax-
able within Howard County, therefore 
it was appraised and included in the 
certified values.

“Once the tax bill went out it was de-
termined that it (the drilling rig) was 

See CITY, Page 3A

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

A second error in the certified tax val-
ues for this fiscal year will have little ef-
fect on Big Spring Independent School 
District finances.

Officials recently reported that Aq-
uilla Drilling misreported more than $6 
million of taxable property to Howard 
County, meaning that county taxing en-
tities face potential revenue shortfalls.

That mistake comes on the heels of 
other late last year, when it was learned 
that a clerical error resulted in a 

See BSISD, Page 3A

BRENDAN FARRINGTON
Associated Press Writer

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.  — The White 
House says it isn’t worried that 13 
state attorneys general are suing to 
overturn the massive health care 
overhaul, and many legal experts 
agree the effort is futile.

But the lawsuit, filed in federal 
court seven minutes after President 
Barack Obama signed the 10-year, 
$938 billion health care bill, under-
scores the divisiveness of the issue 
and the political rancor that has 
surrounded it.

Florida Attorney General Bill Mc-
Collum led the effort to file the suit 

that claims Congress doesn’t have 
the constitutional right to force 
people to get health coverage. It also 

says the federal government is vio-
lating the Constitution by forcing a 
mandate on the states without pro-
viding resources to pay for it.

“To that I say, ‘Bring it on,’” said 
White House domestic policy chief 
Melody Barnes, who cited similar 
suits filed over Social Security and 
the Voting Rights Act when those 
were passed. “If you want to look 
in the face of a parent whose child 
now has health care insurance and 
say we’re repealing that ... go right 
ahead.”

A 14th state, Virginia, did not join 
the bigger lawsuit, but filed its own,

See SUIT, Page 3A

Tax error
fuels debate
at council
meeting

  Duncan      McEwen

Valuation 
mistakes 
haven’t hurt 
BSISD much

It’s time to party!
Gregg Street businesses to celebrate end of construction

Experts: Health care suit will fail
“The Constitution 
nowhere authorizes 
the United States to 
mandate, either directly 
or under threat of 
penalty, that all citizens 
and legal residents have 
qualifying health care 
coverage.”

HERALD Photo/Thomas Jenkins

A construction worker prepares a window sill on the second floor of 
the historic Settles Hotel for the installation of windows Wednesday 
morning. According to officials with the Settles Hotel Development 
Company, restoration of the downtown landmark is moving along 
at a good pace, although recent high winds have hampered some 
work on the windows and painting.



FORSAN — Chalk up another for 
the Forsan Buffaloes on the diamond.

The Buffs topped Albany 10-0 in five 
innings Tuesday for their 11th win in 
a row as pitcher Dylan Lowrey tossed 
a no-hitter in a run-rule shortened 
game.

“It’s real nice,” Forsan coach Jason 
Phillips said of his team’s start. “We’re 
playing really well. The last few games 
we had a couple of shaky innings 
defensively, but today we played five 

good innings.”
The Buffs scored eight runs in the 

fourth and fifth innings as Evan 
Burton ended the game with a bases-
clearing triple. Burton went 2-for-3 in 
the game with a solo home run and 
four RBI.

The Buffs started the game with one 
in the first as Burton reached on an 
error and scored on a Foster Burchett 
RBI single. They got one more in the 
third as Lowery walked, his courtesy 
runner Ty Johnson stole second and 
then scored on a Zane Herrin RBI 
double.

Forsan’s big inning came in the 
fourth, when the Buffaloes sent 11 
batters to the plate. Zack Dykes began 
the inning with a walk and Bryson 
Phillips singled. Dykes stole third on 
a passed ball and scored on a catcher’s 
throwing error. Elgen Suazo knocked 
in Phillips with an RBI single.

Lowery knocked in Suazo with a two-
run shot to right-center field to make 
the score 6-0. After a pitching change, 
Burton went out to deep right field for a 
solo shot to round out the scoring.

Lowrey went 2-for-3 at the plate with 
a walk and single.

TUSCOLA — Heather 
Newton got back into 
a groove Tuesday in 
Tuscola.

Newton got back into 
the win column as she 
tossed a two-hit shut-
out of the Jim Ned Lady 
Indians.

Newton struck out 
12 in the game for her 

12th win of the year and 
Coahoma’s (16-6, 1-0) 
first in district 7-2A. The 
Bulldogettes, ranked No. 
4 in the latest 2A softball 
poll, scored four runs in 
the first three innings as 
they cruised to the win.

Newton went 4-for-4 
at the plate, including a 
home run and a double 

The Big Spring Lady Steers avenged a 
district-opening loss against Frenship 
with a 3-1 win over the Plainview Lady 
Bulldogs Tuesday at the Big Spring 
Sports Complex.

Kenzie Hunt earned her 12th win 
of the season as she limited the Lady 
Bulldogs to one run in the third inning. 
Hunt struck out five in the game.

“Kenzie is doing a great job from her 
spot in the circle,” coach John Sparks 
said. “She makes the hitters not hit the 
ball well, and she makes the defensive 
plays when she needs to.”

Linzee Yarbar got Big Spring (16-6, 
1-1) on the board in the first inning 
when she reached on an error. Logan 
Yarbar sacrificed her to second on a 
bunt, and Hunt drove Yarbar in with a 
single to right field.

After Plainview tied the score in the 
third, both pitchers settled in as they 
put up zeroes the next two frames. 
The Lady Steers broke through again 
in the sixth when Valerie Ross hit a 
ground ball to third base with Valle 
on first. Valle had rounded second and 
looked to be caught in a rundown, but 
the throw went wide of second into 
right field, allowing both Ross and 
Valle to score.

“Beating Plainview was a good win 
for us,” Sparks said. “We are still strug-
gling with our confidence at the plate, 
but the girls know they can put the 
ball in play, and when they get things 
going their way, good things are going 
to happen.”

The Lady Steers play their third con-
secutive home game Friday against 
San Angelo Lake View at 6:30 p.m.

“We will need to be ready for Lake 
View,” Spark said. “They can sneak 
up on anybody.”

Big Spring 3, Plainview 1
Plainview  001 000 0 -- 1
Big Spring 100 002 0 -- 3
Hunt and Womack. W- Hunt (12-5)

The Big Spring 
Steers’ district opener 
Tuesday didn’t quite 
go as planned.

Plainview pitcher 
Jason Miller may have 
had something to do 
with that.

Miller mowed down 
eight Steers on strikes, 
allowed five hits and 
a lone walk in seven 
innings as Plainview 
downed Big Spring 5-1 
at Steer Park.

“He’s pretty good,” 
Bulldogs coach Carter 
James said. “It’s tough 
enough (to pitch seven 
innings), and I was 
worried about his legs 
getting a little tired. 
But he was still able to 
spot it up there at the 

end.”
Alex Hensley pitched 

the first six innings 
for the Steers, allow-
ing five runs, two of 
which were earned, on 
10 hits and eight walks. 
He had four strikeouts, 
but the Steers commit-
ted five errors in the 
field as well.

“We weren’t relaxed,” 
said Steers coach 
Bert Otto of his team, 
which returned only 
one starter from a year 
ago. “I could just tell 
we were tense, and that 
comes with the inexpe-
rience. Personally, I’ve 
never had a group this 
young, so it’s a learn-
ing experience for me 
as well.”

The Steers’ lone run 
came on a solo shot 
from Martin Yanez in 

the third, who took 
an 0-2 pitch over the 
high fence in left field. 
Yanez was 2-for-3 on 
the day with a single.

Jacob Acosta was 
2-for-2 with two singles 
and a walk as well, but 
Big Spring didn’t gen-
erate much in the way 
of offense.

“We just weren’t doing 
our normal thing,” 
Otto said. “We weren’t 
waiting for our pitch. 
We’ve been preaching 
‘our pitch’ and we’ve 
been swinging at ones 
on our hands inside, 
and we aren’t making 
adjustments. We made 
no adjustments today.”

Big Spring (7-11, 0-1) 
had a chance to put 
more on the board in 
the fifth when Xavian 
Parnell was hit by 

pitch, stole second and 
came around on a Yanez 
single. But Parnell was 
gunned down at the 
plate as his head-first 
slide couldn’t beat the 
throw from Plainview 
(6-12, 1-0) right fielder 
Chris Raygur, accord-
ing to the umpire.

“We had to make 
something happen,” 
Otto said. “The way it 
was going, we weren’t 
going to be able to 
go station to station. 
(Parnell) has speed 
so I sent him, and I 
disagreed with the 
umpire, I thought he 
had his hand in there, 
but the umpire called 
him out.”

Plainview got a run 
in the second on a two-

TUSCOLA — The 
Coahoma Bulldogs 
scored three runs in 
the sixth inning as they 
powered to a 7-4 win over 
Jim Ned to open District 
7-2A play in Tuscola on 
Tuesday.

Chance Hart earned the 
win for Coahoma, strik-
ing out 11 with no walks 
and just three hits. 

The Bulldogs got a lead-
off home run from Rey 
Gutierrez for one in the 
first, and scored three 
more in the third when 
Lane Douglass knocked 
in Hart on an RBI single, 
followed by two runs 
as Jared Doporto and 
Gutierrez each scored on 
passed balls.

After Jim Ned tied the 
score with a run in the 
bottom of the fifth, the 
Bulldogs came up with a 
three-spot in the top of the 
sixth. Douglass reached 
first on a dropped third 

strike, Lupe Abrego sin-
gled, Adrian Amaro sac-
rificed the two over and 
Dakota Griffith knocked 
two runs in with a single 
off the glove of the short-
stop in shallow right 
field.

“I honestly think (Jim 
Ned) is the toughest 
team in the district,” 
Coahoma coach Shane 
Fuller said. “Beating 
them on the road was 
huge so we get them at 
home next time.”

The Bulldogs also 
turned in some stellar 
defensive plays as line 
drives skidded off gloves 
and directly into the 
hands of other infield-
ers, Fuller said.

“We just got some 
lucky breaks,” he said. 
“The difference was, we 
executed and Chance 
didn’t walk anybody.”

Coahoma 7, Jim Ned 4
CHS  103 003 0 --  7  5  2
JN      021 010 0 --  4  3  2
Hart and Amaro. W- Hart. L- 

O’Dell. HR- Gutierrez.
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story  idea? Call Joe Zigtema at 263-
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Forsan rolls 10-0 in five innings over Albany for 11th straight

BY JOE ZIGTEMA	
Sports Editor

Big Spring to start
Pony League signups

Big Spring Little League will be having Pony 
League signups ofr 13-15-year-olds starting today at 
Gartman Refrigeration. Signups will be held week-
days until April 2. Bring a birth certificate.

Signups will also be held at the Big Spring Mall 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and April 3 at the 
same time. Due to a rule change, 15-year-olds can 
pitch this year. Contact Bryan Kilgora at 816-2582.

Ragball tournament
rescheduled to Friday

The 2010 Spring Break ragball tournament has 
been rescheduled to Friday to send Big Spring ISD 
students to Florida for a World Strides Science in 
Motion event.

Registration is from 5-7 p.m. Friday, with games 
starting at 7 p.m. Call 935-2371 after 6 p.m. to sign up 
early for the tournament, sponsored by Big Spring 
UFO (Unlocking Future Opportunities).

Forsan beats Menard
14-0, ranked No. 9

The Forsan Lady Buffs took down Menard 14-0 
Tuesday for their 10th win of the season.

Forsan (10-3, 6-0) needed only five innings to end 
the game by run-rule. Pitchers Amanda Longorio, 
Ashley Buzbee and Kevy O’Brien combined for a 
two-hit shutout. 

The Lady Buffs will play at home Friday against 
Miles. They were ranked No. 9 in the latest 1A poll.

Sports in brief

Plainview pitcher stymies Steers

See COAHOMA, 2B

BY JOE ZIGTEMA
Sports Editor

Herald Staff Report

Bulldogettes, Newton
shut down Jim Ned

Herald Staff Report

Hart, Bulldogs beat
Indians for key win

HERALD PHOTO/Tony Claxton

Martin Yanez connects on a solo home run in the third inning Tuesday at Steer Park. Yanez went 
2-for-3 in the game but Big Spring fell 5-1 in its district 4-4A home opener.

HERALD PHOTO/Tony Claxton

Big Spring freshman Logan Yarbar 
drops down a bunt Tuesday.

Pitcher powers Lady Steers over Plainview
BY JOE ZIGTEMA
Sports Editor

See STEERS, Page 2B

HERALD PHOTO/Joe Zigtema

Forsan’s Dylan Lowery didn’t allow a 
hit in five innings Tuesday.



Oralia Landin Perez
Oralia Landin Perez, 81, of Big Spring died 

Monday, March 22, 2010, at Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center. Vigil 
services will be held at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Funeral services will 
be held at 10 a.m. Thursday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel with 
Deacon Johnny Arguello officiat-
ing. Burial will be at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park.

She was born March 16, 1929, 
in Ozona to Saragosa and Jose 

Landin. She married Ernest Perez on Nov. 14, 1959, 
in Snyder. He preceded her in death March 26, 1996. 
She was a lifetime resident of Howard County and 
was a Catholic.

She is survived by one daughter, Adela Deanda 
of Midland; three grandchildren; three great grand-
children; and several nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents and husband, she was 
preceded in death by one brother.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Lucille Payne
Lucille Payne, 95, of Stanton died Tuesday, March 

23, 2010, in a Stanton nursing 
home. Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. Friday, March 26, 
2010, at First Baptist Church of 
Stanton with the Rev. David Harp, 
pastor, officiating. Interment will 
follow at Colorado City Cemetery. 

The family will receive friends 
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. Thursday, 
March 25, 2010, at the funeral 
home.

She was born April 19, 1914, in 
Fort Deposit, Ala., and married 

Leo Harold Payne in January 1931. He  preceded 
her in death in 1990.

She is survived by three sons, Thomas Payne 
of Ruidoso, N.M., and Rodney Payne and Philip 
Payne, both of Garland; a sister, Opal Arnold of 
Fresno, Calif.; eight grandchildren, 15 great-grand-
children and 11 great-great-grandchildren.

She was also preceded in death by a son, Darrell 
Payne; a daughter, Nelda Payne; three brothers and 
three sisters.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memo-
rials be directed to the Martin County Senior 
Citizens Center, PO Box 1233, Stanton, Tx. 79782.

Arrangements are under the direction of Gilbreath 
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can 
be made at: www.npwelch.com
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Dr. Rudy Haddad 
Board Certified In Urology

Fellow American College Of Surgeons

Adults and Pediatrics
Flu Shots

Available Now
- Office Treatment of Enlarged

Prostate Profile (Instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
Problem with Medication

(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser
& Shockwave Technology

- Sexual Dysfunction

1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103
Big Spring, Tx 79720
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Big Spring 
Symphony Association, Inc.
Dr . Keith Graumann, Music Director & Conductor

SYMPHONY POPS 
E X T R A V A G A N Z A

With Emmy ~ Grammy ~ Golden Globe Winner       

PAUL WILLIAMS
Singer and composer of hits such as 
“We’ve Only Just Begun” and “Rainy Days 
& Mondays” (The Carpenters), “Just an 
Old Fashioned Love Song” (Three Dog 
Night) and “Evergreen” (Barbara Strei-
sand). He has appeared   in numerous 
television shows and films, including The 
Muppet MMuppet Movie for which he wrote “The 
Rainbow Connection” 

Howard College Campus, Big Spring

Saturday, March 27, 2010
8:00 PM

Dorothy Garrett Coliseum

Tickets
Adults $30, Seniors $15, Students $10

Get your tickets early!
LOCATIONS: KBST Radio, Blum’s Jewelers, 

Faye’s Flowers, Big Spring Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Big Spring Herald, 

Heritage Museum, Heritage Museum, Western Banks.

Auto Accidents

A Lawyer who
can help you!!

~ General Practice
~ Personal Injury Law
~ Criminal
~ Family ~ Divorce Law

~ Real Estate Law
~ DWI’s
~ Probate Law
~ Trials

robertdmillerlaw.com

Board Certified
Personal Injury Trial Law

Texas Board of Legal
Specialization

Director of State Bar of 
Texas (05-08)

Howard County Feed & Supply

701 E. 2
nd

 St.  *  432.267.6411

Baby
Chickens
Are Here
All Accessories In Stock

205573

Guiding You On Your Final Journey.

1003 E FM 700                       432-263-5999
209591

William ‘Bill’ Louis Cook
William “Bill” Louis Cook, 56, of Pecos died March 

21, 2010, in Lubbock. Funeral 
services will be held at 1 p.m. 
Thursday, March 25, 2010, at the 
First Christian Church, officiated 
by Dr. Kenneth McIntosh. Burial 
will follow in Mount Evergreen 
Cemetery.

Mr. Cook was born Sept. 27, 
1953, in Pecos.

Survivors include his mother, 
Annie Halfmann Cook of Pecos; a 
sister, Cynthia Cook and husband 

John R. Scott of Big Spring; Jo Ann Beauchamp of 
San Angelo and Linda Bailey of Ballinger; uncles 
Ernest Cook of Pecos, Johnny Cook of Odessa and 
Willia Cook of Beaumont; a niece, Anna Scott of Big 
Spring; and numerous cousins.

He was preceded in death by his father, Marion 
Cook.

Services are under the direction of Pecos Funeral 
Home.

Paid obituary

John A. Restelli
John A. Restelli, 89, of Big Spring died Monday, 

March 22, 2010, in a Midland hos-
pital. Graveside funeral services 
will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday, 
March 25, 2010, at the Peace Chapel 
at Trinity Memorial Park.

The family will receive 
friends from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010, at the 
funeral home.

He was born July 8, 1920, in 
Great Falls, Mont., and married 
Gloria Butler in Denver, Colo. 

They were married for more than 
50 years.

John worked in sales and then in management for 
Montgomery Wards, traveling around the country. 
He served in the U.S. Naval Air Corps as a gunner 
during World War II.

He was a member of First Baptist Church.
Survivors include his wife, Gloria Restelli of Big 

Spring; two sons and daughters-in-law, Richard Lee 
and Janice Restelli of West Columbia and Dean and 
Jeannie Restelli of Big Spring; one daughter and 
son-in-law, Gloria Lynn and Roger Wells of Katy; 
numerous grandchildren, great-grandchildren and 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his father, Anthony 
Charles Restelli; his mother, Pamela Ann Beroni 
Restelli; and two sisters. 

The family suggests memorials be made to a 
favorite charity.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Tuesday and 7 
a.m. today:

Note: According to officials with the BSPD, activ-
ity and arrest reports for the corresponding times 
were not available Tuesday morning due to ongo-
ing computer problems. It’s unclear at this time 
when these issues, which have been persistent for 
at least a week, will be corrected.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 

p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting, 

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers 
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. 

• Seventh, eighth and ninth grade students from 
Big Spring Independent School District who will be 
traveling to Florida this summer to take part in the 
educational Science in Motion Program. However, 
each student must raise $1,800 to participate. Area 
residents who would like to make a donation 
toward these students’ fees can do so by contact-
ing Debbie Durham at State National Bank, 264-
6100; Chrissy Shubert, 264-6492 (evenings only); or 
Vickey Bloodworth, 264-4135 during the work day, 
or 263-3149 after hours. The trip is slated for June 
21-24 and the deadline to raise the funds is April 7. 

The winning numbers in Tuesday evening’s 
drawing of the Georgia Lottery’s “MEGA Millions” 
game were: 03-25-28-29-40, Mega Ball: 13.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Tuesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 13-18-19-22-37.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Tuesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 9-9-2-4. Sum 
It Up: 24.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Tuesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 1-8-1. Sum It 
Up: 10.

Support Groups
Take Note

Sheriff

Police blotter

Fire/EMS

Lottery

Obituaries

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 63 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• JUSTIN WESTERFIELD, 19, was transferred to 
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge 
of theft.

• SOMER D. LANCASTER, 31, was transferred to 
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge 
of fraudulent possession of a controlled substance/
prescription schedule.

• LOUIS ANTONIO SILVA, 21, was arrested 
Tuesday by the HCSO on a charge of driving while 
intoxicated.

• MICHAEL DALE PARKER, 24, was arrested 
Tuesday by the HCSO on charges of operating on 
a flat tire, violation of a driver’s license restriction 
and a motion to revoke probation for evading arrest 
or detention.

• TAMMY KAY GROSS, 29, was arrested Tuesday 
by the HCSO on charges of speeding, no driver’s 
license and violation of a promise to appear.

• CHRISTOPHER SANDOVAL, 31, was arrested 
Tuesday by the HCSO on charges of no driver’s 
license, , no safety belt and violation of a promise 
to appear.

• JONATHAN EMMANUEL TINDOL, 18, was 
transferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD 
on a charge of driving while license invalid.

• DANIEL V. FLORES, 41, was transferred to the 
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on charges 
of expired motor vehicle registration, failure to 
maintain financial responsibility, expired driver’s 
license, evading arrest or detention and driving 
while license invalid with a previous conviction or 
suspension without fine resolution.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 13000 Block of 
Gail Highway. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 5900 block of N. 
Service Road. Service refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1500 block of 
Stadium. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block 
of Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.
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Be sure to include your business in this yearly Special Edition.

It’s A Keepsake!
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• Business & Industry The Big Spring Herald

is offering Fax & Copy Services
Fax $2.00 to send 1st page

Additional Pages $1.00 per page
Incoming Faxes $1.00 per page

Color Copies .50 per copy
Black and White .25 per copy

For More Information
CALL 432-263-7331202647

BIG SPRING, TEXAS
46th Annual

RATTLESNAKE ROUNDUP
and

Arts & Crafts Show & Flea Market
March 26, 27, & 28, 2010
Howard County Fair Barns

Featuring: Professional Snake Handlers
SPONSOR:

Big Spring AMBUCS

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, March 26

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
• Weigh-in of snakes

Saturday, March 27
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

• Snake Shows,
 Demonstrations, Races
• Arts & Crafts Show -

Dora Roberts Bldg.

Sunday, March 28
Noon to 4:00 p.m.

• Weight-in of snakes
Noon to 6:00 p.m.

• Snake Shows,
Demonstrations, Races
• Arts & Crafts Show - 

Dora Roberts Bldg.
Contest for: Heaviest Snake and Snake with Most Rattles

PROCEEDS Benefit - AMBUC Scholarship Fund for Therapists

ADMISSION to Roundup
ADULTS: $5.00                                            CHILDREN (4-11) $3.00

FREE Admission to Arts & Crafts & Flea Market

20
57

32
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Big Spring resident and longtime bowler Simon 
Saldona rolled a perfect game March 15 at Bowl-
A-Rama. It was his second perfect game and 
occurred during the men’s Caprock league. 

-out single from leadoff 
hitter Chance Rollin, 
who scored Shaun 
Martinez. The Bulldogs 
got another in the fourth 
when Tanner Velasquez 
knocked in Raygur with 
an RBI groundout. 

Two more crossed in 
the fifth when Heyden 
Alexander walked and 
C.J. Sanchez reached on 
an error. Hensley would 
get the next two out on 
a strikeout and popup, 

but Rollin came through 
again with a 2-RBI, 2-out 
single as he was thrown 
out at second base.

“We walked eight, they 
get three runs. We’ve 
been preaching it, and 
sooner or later it’s going 
to have to sink in that’s 
not a recipe for success, 
it’s for disaster,” Otto 
said.

The Bulldogs’ final 
run came on a Peter 
Landoros walk, who 

scored when Jonathan 
Solis was plunked with 
the bases loaded.

Plainview 5, Big Spring 1
PV  010 121 0 -- 5  10  1
BS  001 000 0 -- 1   5   5
Miller and Velasquez. Hensley, 

Papajohn and Acosta. W- Miller 
(2-3). L- Hensley (1-2). HR- 
Yanez. SB- PV Raygur, BS 
Parnell.

Contact Sports Editor 
Joe Zigtema at 263-7331 
ext. 237 or by e-mail at 
sports@bigspringher-
ald.com

STEERS
Continued from Page 1B

ble with three RBI 
and two runs scored. 
Batting right behind 
her in the lineup, 
Hayley McCullough 

knocked in a run with 
two hits. Shortstop 
Joanna Gonzales, left 
fielder Jordan Martin 
and third baseman Ruiz 
all notched a hit and a 
run scored.

The Bulldogettes have 
won nine of their last 

10 games. They will 
be in action Saturday 
as Coahoma travels to 
Ballinger. First pitch is 
at noon.

Coahoma 5, Jim Ned 0
CHS 121 100 0 -- 5  11  0
JN     000 000 0 -- 0   2   3
Newton and Castilaw. Myers 

and Shelton. W- Newton (12-3). 

L-Myers.
HR- Newton; 2B- Newton; SB- 

JN, Sartin.

Contact Sports Editor 
Joe Zigtema at 263-7331 
ext. 237 or by e-mail at 
sports@bigspringher-
ald.com

COAHOMA
Continued from Page 1B

No DNA sample 
for Roethlisberger

ATLANTA (AP) — 
Georgia investigators 
have withdrawn their 
request for a DNA sam-
ple from Pittsburgh 
Steelers quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger who 
is accused of sexually 
assaulting a 20-year-
old college student at a 
nightclub, an attorney 
for the player said.

Ed Garland told The 
Associated Press that 
officials withdrew the 
request a week ago, but 
declined comment on 
why.

Police are looking 
into the claim that 
Roethlisberger sexually 
assaulted the woman 
early March 5 at the 
club in Milledgeville. 
Roethlisberger has 
not been charged, and 

Garland has disputed 
the claim and has hired 
his own team to inves-
tigate.

It’s the second time 
in a year the two-time 
Super Bowl champion 
has been accused of sex-
ual misconduct. 

Eagles acquire 
RB Bell from NO

PHILADELPHIA (AP) 
— Mike Bell is join-
ing the Philadelphia 
Eagles.

A spokesman for the 
New Orleans Saints 
said the team will not 
match Philadelphia’s 
offer to the restricted 
free-agent running 
back. The Saints had 
until midnight to match 
the Eagles’ one-year 
offer, but vice president 
of communications 
Greg Bensel told The 
Associated Press in an 
e-mail the team would 
not.

Bell had 654 yards 
rushing and five touch-
downs last season for 
the Super Bowl champi-
on Saints. He averaged 
3.8 yards per carry.

W. Va. PG Bryant
to miss tourney

M O R G A N T O W N , 

W.Va. (AP) — West 
Virginia point guard 
Darryl “Truck” Bryant 
broke his right foot dur-
ing practice and will 
miss the rest of the 
NCAA tournament.

The second-seeded 
Mountaineers, who 
won the Big East tour-
nament, play 11th-
seeded Washington 
on Thursday night in 
Syracuse, N.Y., in the 
East Regional semifi-
nals.

Bryant has started 31 
games and averages 9.3 
points and is second on 
the team in assists (3.1) 
and 3-pointers (40).

GT coach Hewitt 
to interview with 
St. John’s

ATLANTA (AP) 
— Georgia Tech has 
granted permission for 
St. John’s to interview 
Yellow Jackets coach 
Paul Hewitt.

Georgia Tech associ-
ate athletic director 
Wayne Hogan says St. 
John’s was given the OK 
to speak with Hewitt. 
Hogan says he does not 
know when the inter-
view will take place.

Hewitt, who is from 
New York, coached 
Georgia Tech to the sec-

ond round of the NCAA 
tournament.

The Red Storm fired 
Norm Roberts last 
week.

Hewitt said Monday 
he is not looking for 
another job.

PGA commish 
says Elkington 
needs invitations

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) 
— PGA Tour commis-
sioner Tim Finchem sent 
a memo to tournament 
directors to explain why 
Steve Elkington needed 
invitations to get into 
tournaments this year. 
At least two players — 
David Duval and Tim 
Herron — criticized 
Finchem for favorit-
ism.

Elkington had been 
exempt for 23 consecu-
tive years until the 
former PGA champion 
finished 183rd on the 
money list last year and 
lost his card. Four other 
times he finished out of 
the top 125. He had a 
10-year exemption for 
winning The Players 
Championship in 1997.

Elkington has played 
five times this year, 
although he has yet 
to receive a sponsor’s 
exemption. He got 

into four tournaments 
through his status as 
a past champion, and 
played last week at 
Innisbrook because of 
a top-10 finish in Puerto 
Rico.

Canseco to 
appear in front 
of grand jury

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Jose Canseco announced 
on Twitter that he had 
been subpoenaed by a 
grand jury investigating 
whether Roger Clemens 
lied to Congress when 
he denied using per-
formance-enhancing 
drugs.

Canseco posted on 
the social network-
ing site that the FBI 
was about to visit his 
house, then said he had 
received a subpoena 
to appear before the 
grand jury “about roger 
clemens,andrew pettite 
and others” on April 8.

Reyes OK for ball
PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. 

(AP) — New York Mets 
shortstop Jose Reyes has 
been cleared to resume 
baseball activities after 
doctors determined 
his thyroid levels have 
returned to normal.

Sports in brief▼
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Supports Relay For Life
The TexaStone Racers were top fund-raisers in 
2009 for the Howard-Glasscock County Relay 
For Life! We are having TWO Scrap & Stone Sales 
to benefit The American Cancer Society’s Relay 
For Life!

Come see us on 
Saturday, March 27, 2010 

AND
Saturday,  April 24, 2010 

both from 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m.
Call for Details!!

432-354-2569 206052

CATFISH (4”-6”) - $39.00 PER 100
CATFISH (6”-8”) - $59.00 PER 100
CATFISH (8"-11") - $95.00 PER 100

STRAIGHT BLUEGILL (1”-3”)
HYBRID BLUEGILL (1”-3”)
BLACK CRAPPIE (1”-3”) 

LARGE MOUTH BASS (2”-4”)
FATHEAD MINNOWS - $8.00 PER LB.

• No pre-orders necessary just show up •
Big Spring Farm Supply

Lamesa Hwy. 87    263-3382
TOMMY’S FISH TRUCK (501) 796-6349

FRIDAY, MARCH 26TH - 8:00 AM - 9:00 AM
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Specializing
in Color &
Highlights

Adam Balcazar
Techno Salon * 268-1019 Ext. 708 209646

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 3/31/10
207188

FAMILY MAYTAG
We Service All

Major Name Brand
Appliances

Call
 432-520-8080

205780

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Oralia Landin Perez, 
81, died Monday.  Vigil 
Services will be at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel. Funeral 
Services will be at 10 
a.m. Thursday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel with 
burial at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park.

SUIT
Continued from Page 1A

which other states are 
also considering.

McCollum, a Repub-
lican running for gov-
ernor, has been talking 
about suing to overturn 
the bill since December. 
This month he invited 
other attorneys general 
to join him. So far South 
Carolina, Nebraska, 
Texas, Michigan, Utah, 
Pennsylvania, Ala-
bama, South Dakota, 
Idaho, Washington, 
Colorado and Louisiana 
have agreed.

All the attorneys gen-
eral are Republican 
except James “Buddy” 
Caldwell of Louisiana, 
a Democrat, who said 
he signed on because 
Republican Gov. Bobby 
Jindal asked him to and 
he felt the effort had 
merit.

The lawsuit, filed in 
Pensacola, asks a judge 
to declare the bill uncon-
stitutional because “the 
Constitution nowhere 
authorizes the United 
States to mandate, either 
directly or under threat 
of penalty, that all citi-
zens and legal residents 
have qualifying health 
care coverage.”

Robert Sedler, a consti-
tutional law professor at 

Wayne State University 
in Detroit, said the effort 
isn’t going anywhere.

“This is pure, pure 
political posturing and 
they have to know it,” 
he said.

But South Dakota At-
torney General Marty 
Jackley disputed that 
characterization, say-
ing his state will have to 
cut education and other 
programs to make up 
for increased Medicaid 
costs under the over-
haul.

“This isn’t about at-
torneys general trying 
to break into the realm 
of telling what needs to 
happen with health care 
reform,” he said. “This 
is attorneys general 
saying you went too far 
with unfunded federal 
mandates. You exceed-
ed your power under the 
Constitution.”

Not so, said Bruce Ja-
cob, a constitutional 
law professor at Stetson 
University in Florida, 
who said the suit seems 
like a political ploy and 
is unlikely to succeed.

“The federal govern-
ment certainly can com-
pel people to pay taxes, 
can compel people to 
join the Army,” he said.

Some more states, in-
cluding Missouri, may 
join the multistate suit. 
Still others are looking 
at other ways to avoid 

participating, like pass-
ing legislation to block 
requirements in the 
bill.

McCollum predicted 
his suit would eventual-
ly end up before the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

The health care bill 
“is not lawful,” he said. 
“It may have passed 
Congress, but there are 
three branches of gov-
ernment.”

The lawsuit claims 
the health care bill vio-
lates the 10th Amend-
ment, which says the 
federal government has 
no authority beyond the 
powers granted to it un-
der the Constitution, by 
forcing the states to car-
ry out its provisions but 
not reimbursing them 
for the costs.

Washington Gov. 
Chris Gregoire, a Demo-
crat, said she strongly 
disagrees with Attorney 
General Rob McKenna’s 
decision to sue, calling 
the lawsuit an effort to 
“gut the bill.”

“There is no reason 
why we need to spend 
taxpayer money in the 
state of Washington to 
join this suit, when it’s 
going to be litigated no 

matter what,” she said.
The lawsuit also says 

the states can’t afford 
the new law. Using 
Florida as an example, 
it says the overhaul 
will add almost 1.3 mil-
lion people to the state’s 
Medicaid rolls and cost 
the state an additional 
$150 million in 2014, 
growing to $1 billion a 
year by 2019.

“We simply cannot af-
ford to do the things in 
this bill that we’re man-
dated to do,” McCollum 
said at a press confer-
ence after filing the suit. 
He said the Medicaid ex-
pansion in Florida will 
cost $1.6 billion, includ-
ing administrative and 
other costs.

Under the bill, starting 
in six months, health 
insurance companies 
would be required to 
keep young adults as 
beneficiaries on their 
parents’ plans until they 
turn 26, and companies 
would no longer be al-
lowed to deny coverage 
to sick children.

Other changes would 
not kick in until 2014.

That’s when most 
Americans will for the 
first time be required 

to carry health insur-
ance — either through 
an employer or govern-
ment program or by 
buying it themselves. 
Those who refuse will 
face tax penalties.

No Republicans in the 
U.S. House or Senate 
voted for the bill, which 
Justice Department 
spokesman Charles 
Miller in Washington 
said his agency will vig-
orously defend.

“We are confident that 
this statute is constitu-
tional and we will pre-
vail when we defend it,” 
he said.

CITY
Continued from Page 1A

not taxable to Howard County. Their 
home office is in Wichita Falls, which 
is where it should be taxable. The 
value on that rig was $6.6 million and 
that amount will be coming off of the 
certified values. Our original values 
were about $558 million and they are 
now down to just below $543 mil-
lion.”

The miscalculation didn’t sit well 
with Duncan, who is running against 
McEwen in the May election for the 
mayoral seat.

“My concern is if on two occasions 
we have to decrease the budget ... does 
that not show we had the opportunity 
earlier to sharpen our pencils and 
roll up our sleeves and not take that 
money from the taxpayers?” Duncan 
asked. “My second concern would be 
that the city of Big Spring has assur-
ance from its elected officials — the 
mayor and the council — that you 

have reviewed and are comfortable 
that we have systems in place now to 
prevent this from happening in the 
future.”

McEwen defended the city’s 2009-
2010 budget — as well as the deci-
sion to absorb the $68,400 shortfall 
through the municipality’s general 
fund balance — but said no amount 
of diligence on the part of the council 
or himself could have prevented the 
pair of miscalculations in the certi-
fied taxable values submitted to the 
county’s taxing entities by the county 
appraisal district.

“Why didn’t we sharpen our pen-
cils? In fact, we did sharpen our pen-
cils to get the tax rate where it was 
and our budget to where it was,” said 
McEwen. “In fact, we’re not going to 
be looking at cutting services. Rath-
er, because of the diligence of the city 
council and past city councils, we 
have built up a comfortable fund bal-
ance, and it’s unfortunate we’re going 
to have to use some of that, but that’s 
exactly what that fund balance is for, 

to take care of that.
“As for the systems we have in place, 

we have a certified value from the ap-
praisal district and we have to rely on 
that. So, are we going to look closer at 
it? Yes. Can I tell you or anyone else 
this will never happen again? Abso-
lutely not. There was no way to know 
this was going to take place until tax 
time, and they (Aquilla Drilling) said, 
‘Oh no, we have a tax bill we’re not 
due from Howard County.’ It’s quite 
unprecedented to have something 
like this happen.”

Duncan reiterated his stance on the 
matter, using the rise in the city’s tax 
rate during the past three years as an 
example.

“I’m simply asking that the council 
take due diligence and follow through 
in watching these things and making 
sure every opportunity is taken to 
assure the certified values that come 
in are correct prior to actually count-
ing the money,” Duncan responded. 
“Our tax rates went up from 71 cents 
(per $100 valuation) three years ago 

to $1.01 now. I think the citizens are 
concerned.”

McEwen said Duncan simply 
wasn’t comparing apples to apples 
when he used the rise in the tax rate 
to support his argument on the need 
for increased diligence from the city’s 
elected officials, pointing out the ma-
jority of the rise in the tax rate was 
a result of a pair of voter-approved 
bond projects.

“I wish you had been here for the 
budget work sessions, because we did 
make significant cuts in different ar-
eas,” said McEwen. “Also, when you 
cite 71 cents going to $1.01, you’re ex-
actly right. However, the vast majori-
ty of that is because of a bond issue the 
citizens of Big Spring voted on (street 
reconstruction and sports complex), 
and that’s where that came from, not 
from a tax increase this body decided 
to make.”

Contact Staff Writer Thomas Jen-
kins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.com

PARTY
Continued from Page 1A

Which makes a party to celebrate 
the work’s completion an even bet-
ter idea.

VaVerde said that the idea for 
the celebration was the brainchild 
of Mike and Sheila Abusaab, along 
with Big Spring Mayor Russ McE-
wen.

“Mike ans Sheila and Russ all 
thought it would be a great idea and 
we helped to bring everyone togeth-
er,” she said.

Formal activities will be held at 11 
a.m. Saturday in the parking lot of 
the chamber of commerce, located 
at Third and Gregg streets. After Big 
Spring Mayor Russ McEwen reads a 
proclamation, motorcycle and clas-
sic car owners will travel south on 
Gregg to the VA hospital, where 
they will visit with patients and 
staff before making the return trip 
on Gregg.

Several of the businesses along 
Gregg will join in the festivities, 

ValVerde said.
Among the firms participating are 

Al’s Barbecue, American State Bank, 
Buckeasy, Caring Hearts, Com-
pass Bank, Floral Designs by Lupe, 
H&R Block, HEB, Howard College, 
Seaton, Pizza Inn, Red Mesa Grill, 
Sonic Drive-In, Taco Villa, Ward’s 
Western Wear and United Country 
Heart of the City Realtors.

Sonic will feature an appearance 
by an Elvis Presley impersonator 
and Howard College will park its 
Mobile Go Center at the intersection 
of 13th and Scurry. Other businesses 
plan a variety of attractions, such as 
“kid bouncers,” discounts, drawings 
for prizes and free food and treats.

Valverde said times will vary ac-
cording to the merchant, but most 
activities will run from between 11 
a.m. and 4 p.m.

“This will just be a party,” 
ValVerde said. “We’ve brought to-
gether chamber members and non-
members ... for a fun afternoon.”

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan 
at 263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail at re-
porter@bigspringherald.com

BSISD
Continued from Page 1A

$9 million over-valuation 
of Western Container 
property.

While Big Spring city of-
ficials estimate the latest 
error will result in almost 
$70,000 in lost tax revenue, 
the local school district 
will emerge relatively un-
scathed.

Sandra Waggoner, chief 
financial officer for BSISD, 
said the peculiarities of 
state education financing 
will help the school dis-
trict avoid a significant 
revenue loss.

“It will have a minimal 
effect on the district,” 
Waggoner said. “The rea-
son it will be so small is 
because of target revenue 
guidelines.”

“Target revenue” re-
fers to the current state 

financial aid formula in 
which school districts are 
allowed to raise only so 
much money per student 
— $4,752 in BSISD’s case 
— from local sources.

“That means that if we 
collect less than that tar-
get figure, the state will 
make up at least part of 
the shortfall,” Waggoner 
said.

When the Aquilla Drill-
ing error was discovered, 
it initially meant that 
BSISD would lose about 
$74,000 in tax revenue. 
With the state taking up 
most of the slack, howev-
er, that figure will amount 
to only $17,000, Waggoner 
said.

If necessary, BSISD will 
pay the $17,000 out of re-
serve funds, she added.

Contact Staff Writer Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 234 
or by e-mail at reporter@
bigspringherald.com

Local Weather
Thu
3/25 70/39

Mainly sunny. High around 70F.
Winds NW at 10 to 20 mph.

Fri
3/26 79/51

Sunshine. Highs in the upper 70s
and lows in the low 50s.

Sat
3/27 73/41

Mainly sunny and windy. Highs in
the low 70s and lows in the low
40s.

Sun
3/28 68/36

Sunny. Highs in the upper 60s and
lows in the mid 30s.

Mon
3/29 72/42

Sunny. Highs in the low 70s and
lows in the low 40s.
©2009 American Profile Hometown Content
Service



 Today is Wednesday, March 
24, the 83rd day of 2010. There 
are 282 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On March 24, 1980, one of El 
Salvador’s most respected 
Roman Catholic Church lead-
ers, Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo 
Romero, was shot to death by a 
sniper as he celebrated Mass in 
San Salvador. (Romero was 
assassinated after urging the 
Salvadoran military to halt 
death squads that had killed 
thousands of suspected guerril-
las and leftist opponents of the 
government.)

On this date:
In 1765, Britain enacted the 

Quartering Act, requiring 
American colonists to provide 
temporary housing to British 
soldiers.

In 1882, German scientist 
Robert Koch (kohk) announced 
in Berlin that he had discov-
ered the bacillus responsible 
for tuberculosis.

In 1934, President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt signed a bill grant-
ing future independence to the 
Philippines.

In 1944, in occupied Rome, 
the Nazis executed more than 
300 civilians in reprisal for an 
attack by Italian partisans the 
day before that had killed 32 
German soldiers.

In 1955, the Tennessee 
Williams play “Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof” opened on 
Broadway.

In 1958, rock-and-roll singer 
Elvis Presley was inducted into 
the Army in Memphis, Tenn.

In 1976, the president of 
Argentina, Isabel Peron, was 
deposed by her country’s mili-
tary.

In 1989, the supertanker 
Exxon Valdez (vahl-DEEZ’) ran 
aground on a reef in Alaska’s 
Prince William Sound and 
began leaking 11 million gal-
lons of crude oil.

In 1995, after 20 years, British 
soldiers stopped routine patrols 
in Belfast, Northern Ireland.

In 1999, NATO launched air-
strikes against Yugoslavia, 
marking the first time in its 
50-year existence that it had 
ever attacked a sovereign coun-
try. Thirty-nine people were 
killed when fire erupted in the 
Mont Blanc tunnel in France 

and burned for two days.
Today’s Birthdays: Poet 

Lawrence Ferlinghetti is 91. 
Fashion and costume designer 
Bob Mackie is 71. Actor R. Lee 
Ermey is 66. Movie director 
Curtis Hanson is 65. Washington 
Gov. Christine Gregoire is 63. 
Rock musician Lee Oskar is 62. 
Singer Nick Lowe is 61. Rock 
musician Dougie Thomson 
(Supertramp) is 59. Fashion 
designer Tommy Hilfiger is 59. 
Comedian Louie Anderson is 
57. Actress Donna Pescow is 56. 
Actor Robert Carradine is 56. 
Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer 
is 54. Actress Kelly LeBrock is 
50. Rhythm-and-blues DJ 
Rodney “Kool Kollie” Terry 
(Ghostown DJs) is 49. TV per-
sonality Star Jones is 48.

® 2010 The Associated Press.
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Business Married... Moving for 
Christ

(Off Air) Paid Paid Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

(:34) News Married... Paid Paid Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

Daybreak 
News 

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Sala Arthur Paid Paid Paid Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life SavedBell Program Martha Robison Paid Paid M. Mouse

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Paid Charmed Wendy Wil-
liams

Agent SportsCenter 
Paid SavedBell Sid Paid Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Hatchett Fresh Pr. Super Cash Cab Movie: The 
Rose, Fred-
eric Forrest

CSI: NY Charmed The 
Mo’Nique 

Handy SportsCenter 
Hatchett Fresh Pr. Dinosaur Cash Cab Movers

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

The People’s 
Court

Live Regis & 
Kelly

Pecados 
Ajenos

Fresh Pr. Dr. Sesame 
Street 

Cash Cab CSI: NY Supernatural Jamie F. Jungle ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Payne Hansen Cash Cab Jamie F. Chugging

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen DeGe-
neres

The Price Is 
Right

Just Chumney Clifford MythBusters CSI: NY Supernatural Game Tigger SportsCenter 
Frijolito Home Im Bill Cloud Word Game Einsteins

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Paid Necesito una 
Amiga

Judge Young & 
Restless

America Rachael Ray Home Im McDonald Super MythBusters Movie: Rain 
Man, Valeria 
Golino 

CSI: NY Las Vegas Chris Movie: Char-
lie and the 
Chocolate 
Factory

ESPN First 
Take

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Jim Charles Dragon Chris

  :PM
 12 :30

Midday News All My Chil-
dren 

Alma Indom-
able

Judge News El Zorro Days of our 
Lives

Yes, Dear Brad Big World MythBusters CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: The 
Salon 

SportsCenter MLB 
Preseason 
Baseball: 
Philadelphia 
Phillies 
at Atlanta 
Braves.

Judge Bold Yes, Dear Enarson Garden

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Tormenta Judge Mathis As the World 
Turns

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Moody Delicious MythBusters CSI: NY Cold Case Montana SportsCenter
Raymond McGee Taste Movie: 

Something to 
Talk About, 
Robert 
Duvall 

Montana

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Gancho The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Payne Light of the 
Southwest

Liv Smart MythBusters CSI: Crime 
Scn

Cold Case Jamie F. Montana Lines
Jim Martha Jamie F. Montana Baseball

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Bonnie Hunt 
Show

Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil Raymond Maya MythBusters CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Game Phineas SportsNation NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. Judge King WordGirl Game Phineas Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Deal-Deal Smarter Maria Ce-
leste

News King Gospel Fetch MythBusters Movie: The 
Pelican 
Brief, Sam 
Shepard

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Chris Phineas NASCAR Around
Deal No News Inside Ed. Friends Faye H. Cyber Chris Phineas Lines Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Friends Cortes World MythBusters CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Phineas Interrupt SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Notic. Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Offi ce Harris Business Deck Basket

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Mi Pecado 
(SS)

Two Men News Junto Tri News Seinfeld House PBS News-
Hour 

MythBusters UFC Un-
leashed

Bones Wizards College 
Basketball

NBA Basket-
ball: Denver 
Nuggets 
at Boston 
Celtics.

Ent Wheel Two Men Ent Antesala Millionaire Seinfeld Program Montana

  :PM
 7 :30

Family Family Hasta que el 
Dinero

Human 
Target 

Survivor: 
Hero

Fútbol Mercy Browns Rabbi Ralph 
Messer

Gefi lte Fish 
Chron.

MythBusters Movie: Vol-
cano, Gaby 
Hoffmann 

UFC Un-
leashed

Bones Movie: Boyz 
N the Hood 

Movie: 
Agent Cody 
Banks, Angie 
Harmon

Middle Middle Browns

  :PM
 8 :30

Family Family Corazón 
Salvaje

American 
Idol 

Criminal 
Minds 

Law & Order: 
SVU

Browns Light of the 
Southwest

Great Per-
formances at 
the Met 

MythBusters UFC Un-
leashed 

Movie: Dis-
turbia, Sarah 
Roemer 

College 
BasketballCougar Cougar Browns NBA Basket-

ball: Lakers 
at Spurs

  :PM
 9 :30

(:01) Ugly 
Betty 

(:01) Ugly 
Betty 

Don Fran-
cisco

Simpsons CSI: NY ¿Dónde Está 
Elisa?

Law & Order: 
SVU

Tyler Perry 
Show

Is It Pos-
sible? 

UFC Rip-Runway Phineas
Friends Movie: 

Escape From 
L.A. 

UFC Montana

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Lopez 
Tonight

Upd MythBusters UFC Un-
leashed

Leverage The 
Mo’Nique 

Wizards SportsCtr.
Nightline Nightline Noticiero TMZ Letterman 12 Cora-

zones
Jay Leno Dr. Young Deck NFL Live

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Gancho Law & Order: 
SVU

Tyler Perry 
Show

CCM World MythBusters UFC Leverage Wendy Wil-
liams

Suite Life Fastbreak SportsCenter 
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Decisiones Late Night Israel T. Smiley Breaking 
Bad 

UFC So Raven NASCAR

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Amar sin 
Límites

Paid Sex & Sala (Off Air) Is It Pos-
sible? 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

CSI: NY Movie: Boyz 
N the Hood 

Cory SportsNation SportsCenter 
News Paid King-Hill Insider Pagado News Sex & Charles (:32) Movie: 

Volcano, 
Gaby Hoff-
mann 

Kim

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Paid Mujer... Paid Ent Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Lopez 
Tonight

Light of the 
Southwest

Overhaulin’ Unsolved 
Mysteries

Leverage Replace NBA Basket-
ball: Nuggets 
at Celtics

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Cero RENO 911 Paid Pagado Emperor

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Paid (:07) Up to 
the Minute

Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: The 
Out-of-Town-
ers 

Paid Amazing 
Video

Cold Case The Deal Dragon NBA Basket-
ball: Lakers 
at Spurs

Paid RENO 911 En Estas 
Camas Na-
die Duerme

Teleworld Proud

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: Le 
Mans, Elga 
Andersen

Carson Scrivner Teleworld Breaking 
Bad 

Paid NUMB3RS Inspira Recess SportsCenter 
Early Tdy Victory Paid Paid Paul Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married... Chumney Paid (:02) Back-
story 

Paid NUMB3RS BET Inspira-
tion

Lilo Stitch NASCAR SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Light Paid Paid Lilo Stitch NFL Live

WEDNESDAY MAR. 24



4B Big Spring Herald
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 5BBig Spring Herald

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Hawks Men’s 
Basketball 

NJCAA 
National Champs

Congratulations!!!

Klassic Kleaners
2107 S. Gregg • 263-7004

Congratulations Howard College Hawks
Same Day
   Service
     Available

Tuxedo Rentals Available

20
60

68

“Formerly Best HomeCare”

Sheila Crockett
AREA MANAGER

OFFICE:   432.264.0044
FAX:         432.264-0855
MOBILE:  432.466.9034
                 800.750.3851

     1900 Gregg St.
Suite C

Big Spring, Texas 79720
scrocket@ehhi.com

206069

CONGRATULATIONS HAWKS

congratulations hawks!
2010 njcaa

men’s basketball 
national champions! 
www.hchawk.com

Congratulations

Hawks!
From Your Friends

at

Elrod’s Furniture
2309 Scurry               267-8491

20
72

90

Congratulations
Hawks!

Choate Well Service, Inc.wsc
8500 E. Moss Lake Rd.

432-393-5931
207287

Way To Go Hawks!

400 E. Marcy Dr.                       264-2600

20
72

89

Congratulations Hawks
On Winning The

2010 NJCAA National Championship!

207295

Great Job
Hawks!

Napa Auto Parts
From The Friendly Staff At

306 S. Gregg St.                                   267-6308

207292

Way To Go
Hawks!

406 E. FM 700                             432-714-4448

20
72

94

BIG JOHN’S
FEEDLOT

BARHBHQ
CONGRATULATES

HOWARD COLLEGE HAWKS
Open Mon-Fri. 11am-9 pm

802 W. W. 3rd             432-263-3178

206075

You Know When It’s Real

20
72

84

Congrats Hawks!!Jewelers

Inside The Big Spring Mall     (432) 267-6335

20
60

71

Congratulations
HAWKS

SUMMER HOURS
TUES.-SAT.: 10-6 PM

Terry O. McDaniel

432-714-4570

Across Texas Appraisals

Congrats Hawks!

207293

Congratulations
Howard College Hawks

From Your Friends At

Heart Of The City Realtors
NO ONE KNOWS THE COUNTRY LIKE WE DO 

1209 Gregg St.
(432) 714-4555 206067

Congratulations
HAWKS!

Fom Your Friends At

1000 S. Gregg St.                                                   267-7827
207298

Congratulations

HAWKS!
from the Staff at

201 W. Marcy                                                   267-3363

20
72

87

Congratulates

HOWARD COLLEGE
HAWK CHAMPIONS

OPEN:
M-F 8AM-7PM & SAT. 9AM-2 PM

1001 S. GREGG ST. • Big Spring, TX 79720
432.264.1600 • 432.264.1614 FAX

20
60

72

Way To Go Hawks!
from

Gillihan Paint & Body
821 West 4th St.                                    264-6528

20
72

91

Congratulations
Hawks!

205697

207288

Drive-Thru Today!

1700 S. Gregg       •       267-BUCK 207281

Short On Cash To Celebrate?
We Have You Covered!

Congratulations Hawks!!

Midwest Finance & 
Income Tax Service

600 Gregg St.                                                      (432) 263-1353

Lisa, Cathy & Josie
All Loans Subject To

Our Liberal Credit Policies
Licensed By The
State Of Texas

20
60

62

Loan Specials
$100-$1000

20
72

79

H&R BLOCK®

1512 S. Gregg
Big Spring, Texas 79720
Tel: (432) 263-1931  
Fax: (432) 263-1402

Preparing American’s Taxes Since 1955

OUR TEAM
WORKS

to insure quality and satisfaction

1600 S. GREGG STREET  BIG SPRING, TEXAS 79720
Phone: (432) 714-4900    Fax: (432) 714-4903

www.jrutledgerealty.com

Congratulations From

THE 
BIG SPRING HERALD
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

Our View

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Debra

Saunders

John

Feffer

Our Taliban’s gaining traction

Don’t look behind the curtain

T
he Dutch government is 
the Afghanistan War’s 
latest casualty. When 
the Labor Party recently 

exited the Netherlands’ ruling 
coalition government to pro-
test the extension of the Dutch 
deployment in 
Afghanistan, the 
Taliban rejoiced.

Perhaps you 
thought I meant 
Afghanistan’s 
Taliban.

No, I meant the 
Taliban in the 
Netherlands.

Never heard of 
it? It’s the “Free-
dom Party,” and 
it’s poised to 
become a top vote-
getter in the elec-
tions scheduled for early June 
because of the ruling coalition’s 
collapse.

Freedom Party leader Geert 
Wilders would violently object 
to his party being labeled the 
Dutch Taliban. 

He’s anti-Islam, after all, and 
has famously called the Koran a 
“fascist book.”

But the far-right wing in the 
Netherlands — and its counter-
parts across Europe — is just as 
intolerant and narrow-minded 
and xenophobic as the radical 
Islamists it dislikes so much in 
Afghanistan.

Both Talibans consider their 
own societies too tolerant. They 
want their religious traditions to 
be dominant. They disdain mod-
ern governments, but they’re 
happy to manipulate those state 
apparatuses to impose their own 
values.

But here’s an interesting twist. 
Wilders and the Freedom Party 
want the Dutch out of Afghani-
stan.

It’s perhaps no surprise that 
a populist party should adopt a 
popular position — 58 percent of 

Dutch want out of Afghanistan, 
compared to only 35 percent who 
want to stay. It’s part of a larger 
trend. 

Public opinion throughout 
Europe has decisively turned 
against the war. But the Euro-
pean left, by and large, hasn’t 
taken advantage of this senti-
ment.

The Democratic Party in our 
country faces a similar quan-
dary. Obama’s Afghanistan 
surge rebranded the Dems, for 
the umpteenth time, as the war 
party.

So where some fear to tread, 
others rush in boldly. Ron Paul’s 
anti-war message at the recent 
Conservative Political Action 
Conference, for instance, helped 
boost him to the top of the 
event’s presidential straw poll.

This anti-war message will be-
come more popular with Novem-
ber’s midterm elections looming. 
It doesn’t look like Obama will 
bring all combat troops home 
from Iraq by August. 

More Americans oppose the 
Afghanistan War than back it (52 
percent vs. 47 percent, according 
to a recent CNN poll).

And that gap will likely widen. 
The Europeans — and the 

Canadians and Australians — 
are about to begin bringing their 
troops home. The Afghanistan 
War will generate more and 
more U.S. casualties (we just 
went over 1,000). A rising num-
ber of Afghan casualties — such 
as the 27 civilians who died in 
the recent airstrike on a convoy 
of buses — will undercut the 
supposed hearts-and-minds ele-
ment of the current surge. And 
the Democratic Party’s attempt 
at both guns and butter will 
founder as surely as Lyndon 
Johnson’s did in the 1960s.

And what about our own 
intolerant, racist, xenophobic, 
narrow-minded, religiously con-
servative political movement?

There’s some overlap between 
Christian fundamentalists and 
anti-government extremists, 
but they haven’t joined hands to 
form a true U.S. Taliban. Unlike 
the Dutch Freedom Party, our 
Tea Party movement has not 
taken a prominent position on 
the war. So far it’s focused on a 
domestic message: free markets, 
limited government, no taxes. 

But there’s a fight going on 
inside this movement. 

Sarah Palin, whose views on 
war are so naively hawkish as to 
earn a rebuke from none other 
than Dick Cheney, aspires to 
lead that movement. And Ron 
Paul, whose presidential cam-
paign in 2008 served as the Tea 
Party’s inspiration, now argues 
that the Republican Party is 
exerting a “neocon kind of influ-
ence” over the populist ground-
swell.

Unless the Democrats’ anti-
war faction grabs the steering 
wheel, the peace movement 
stands a good chance of getting 
outflanked. 

A nativist anti-war move-
ment, which wants “our boys” 
back home to patrol the borders 
against the very people who keep 
our economy going, could steal 
the populist vote from the Demo-
crats and the left in general.

Democrats have to counter 
with a campaign that translates 
dollars spent on war into dollars 
that could be spent on jobs.

Let’s consider the Dutch politi-
cal crisis as a warning. There 
are always people like Geert 
Wilders waiting in the wings.

The last time Democrats 
screwed up so royally on a war-
vs.-economy issue, we got Rich-
ard Nixon for nearly six years. 
This time around, we might get 
something a whole lot worse.

John Feffer is the co-director 
of Foreign Policy In Focus at the 
Institute for Policy Studies

Y
ou’ve really got to hand 
it to President Obama 
and House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi. Saddled 

with a majority of both houses 
and a hold on the White House, 
they somehow managed to pass 
the Senate health 
care bill in the 
House. It’s practi-
cally a miracle.

And because 
Washington loves 
a victory, Pelosi 
is now seen as 
stronger, not as a 
Democrat who un-
conscionably lost 
34 Dems and every 
Republican.

Monday, con-
servative radio 
talk-show Rush 
Limbaugh was having a field day 
playing audio clips of then-Sen. 
Barack Obama promising that 
the health care package he envi-
sioned would reduce health care 
premiums “by up to as much as 
$2,500” per family per year.

There are a few provisions 
in the bill Congress ultimately 
passed that should cut costs. For 
example, Democrats bravely 
and correctly chose to yank $120 
billion to subsidize Medicare 
Advantage programs. Because 
Medicare is running in the red, 
seniors should pay for their 
extras.

Other than that, ObamaCare’s 

alleged deficit reduction of $138 
billion is pure fiction — and it is 
so bald I do not understand why 
the Democrats even bothered.

Consider the “doc fix.” In 
April, Medicare payments to 
physicians are supposed to be 
reduced by 21 percent, as Wash-
ington’s standard way of cutting 
spending has been to pass laws 
calling for spending reductions 
without cutting services.

In a press conference last 
week, Pelosi said Congress is 
committed to passing a “doc fix.” 
But it wasn’t in Sunday’s bill 
because the $208 billion tab for 
the fix would turn ObamaCare’s 
fictional $138 billion in deficit re-
duction into $59 billion in deficit 
spending by 2019.

In the Sunday New York 
Times, Douglas Holtz-Eakin, a 
former economic adviser to Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., criticized 
the inclusion of $70 billion in 
premiums for a new Community 
Living Assistance Services and 
Supports program in the bill to 
feed the illusion of deficit reduc-
tion, when “the benefits it is 
intended to finance are assumed 
not to materialize in the first 10 
years, so they appear nowhere in 
the cost of the legislation.”

My fear is that as soon as work-
ers see more than $100 withheld 
from their monthly paychecks 
for this plan, they will run from 
that scheme clutching onto their 
wallets — while only low-income 

workers who are subsidized by 
taxpayers would remain. It could 
be Adverse Selection Hell.

The largest fiction of all, 
however, is the contention that 
ObamaCare will reduce Amer-
ica’s health care costs. Some 32 
million people eventually will be 
covered. Families of four earn-
ing as much as $88,000 per year 
will be eligible for health-care 
tax credits.

The Senate bill established an 
excise tax on so-called Cadillac 
health care plans — the House 
stalled the starting date for this 
tax from 2013 to 2018 — with the 
argument that only a tax on em-
ployer-funded plans can prompt 
consumers to cut costs. But how? 
New plans will have to cover the 
full freight for preventive care, 
including annual physicals.

Pelosi boasted the measure 
would “end insurance company 
discrimination based on pre-
existing conditions.” Forcing 
insurers to cover those with 
pre-existing conditions is a good 
thing. But do not tell me it will 
reduce costs.

And don’t tell me that the typi-
cal family will save $2,500. You 
see, you have to be elected to 
Washington to buy that brand of 
new math.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.

COPYRIGHT 2010 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE

I
t’s time to celebrate! At least that’s the way 
the Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce 
and a number Gregg Street merchants see 
the completion of more than a year’s worth 

of construction on Gregg Street.
That’s why they’re inviting everyone in the 

community to the “Gregg Street Celebration” 
set to begin with a proclamation by Big Spring 
Mayor Russ McEwen that kicks off the festivi-
ties on the Chamber’s parking lot at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday.

The various businesses involved in the event 
will be offering children’s bouncers, Easter 
egg discounts, ice cream, hot dogs, kids crafts, 
drawings, all sorts of freebies and much more, 
according to Chamber officials.

Times will vary from business to business so 
come out and have some good family fun and 
“Cruise Gregg” on Saturday!

Businesses participating in the event include 
Al’s and Son Barbecue, American State Bank, 
Buckeasy, Caring Hearts, Compass Band, the 
First United Methodist Church, Floral Designs 
by Lupe, H&R Block, HEB, Howard College, the 
law office of R. Shane Seaton, Pizza Inn, Red 
Mesa Grill, Sam’s Liquor, Sonic Drive-In, Taco 
Villa, Ward’s Western Wear, United Country 
Heart of the City Realtors and Vision Makers.

We here at the Herald couldn’t agree more. 
Completion of repaving Gregg Street is some-
thing to kick up one’s heels about. The work 
conducted by Price Construction was difficult 
for everyone in our community, as well as those 
needing to drive through our city on U.S. High-
way 87.

However, there’s no question it was hardest 
on the businesses located on Gregg Street. Such 
projects cost businesses money, and the fact 
they still want to have a celebration, and give 
things away is a testament, we think, to why it’s 
always important to shop Big Spring businesses 
first.

We hope to see everyone enjoying the celebra-
tion Saturday. We certainly will be!

Let’s all enjoy,
Gregg Street’s
finally finished

Letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A Small Prayer

You, Lord, possess a powerful combination of 
foresight and love. May we trust in You.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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 General Dentist

David H. Wollen, DDS, P.A.
301 S.E. Loop 338
Odessa, TX 79762
(432) 580-5551

David H. Wollen, DDS

Fees effective January 4, 2010

ECONOMY FULL SET DENTURES*.........$395

Custom Full Set Dentures......................$695

Custom Full Upper or Lower..................$420

Premium Full Set Dentures....................$995

Reline (each).............................................$170

Simple Extraction (each).............................$75

Full-mouth X-ray (required for extractions).............$65

                                            For more information, 
                    please call 1-800-DENTURE (1-800-336-8873)
             or visit our website at www.affordabledentures.com 

* SAME DAY SERVICE
IF IN BEFORE 9 A.M.

ON-SITE
DENTAL LAB

EMERGENCY
EXTRACTION SERVICES

NO APPOINTMENT
NECESSARY

DENTURE RELINES
& REPAIRS

MINI DENTAL
IMPLANTS

®

We gladly accept Cash, Checks with ID, Visa, MasterCard
 and Discover as payment for our services.  

                         FIRST TIME DENTURE WEARER PACKAGES                
                           Special Savings For First Time
                                      Denture Wearers
d                      

By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

Document9  3/13/07  12:26 PM  Page 1 Network Macintosh HD:Tempo

Sandra Garcia
ofChristy’s Hair Studio  

specializes in

• Hair Color    • Highlights 
  • Men’s Cuts

Watch For Spring Specials!

 100 E. 3rd St.                                                                    432-714-4577

20
92

21

Courtesy photo 

The Grady Independent School District CX Debate team of senior 
Maxwell and freshman Jack Henry Kennady recently returned 
from the state meet held in Austin. The team placed into the 
top 16 1A schools in the state.  This is Maxwell’s fourth time 
to compete at the state meet in CX and his second time to 
advance into the top 16 schools at state.  This is Jack Henry’s 
first time at the state CX debate meet in Austin.

Courtesy photo

Future Fallen held an end of spring break concert at the Coahoma Community Center 
last weekend. Band members are, from left, Macy Bailey, 18, electric guitar; Brenden 
Payte, 18, bass guitar; Mark Gutierrez, 19, vocalist; Steven Elder, 18, drums; and 
Jake Owens, 17 electric guitar.

Courtesy photos

In the two photos above, Marcy Elementary 
Principal Brenda Dunlap was turned into a human 
sundae by Mary Lou Yanez’s first-grade class 
recently. Her class had the most Accelerated 
Reading points and won the chance to pelt 
Dunlap.

Send your photos to
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com
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The youth in this area have been selected to qualify for a learn-
ing trip to Florida this summer in order to expand their scientific 
knowledge through hands on experience. A selection of 7th, 8th 
and 9th grade students from the Big Spring Independent School 
District are looking to the community for their educational support.

This once in a lifetime opportunity can give these select few in-
dividuals the chance to visualize future employment and learn-
ing opportunities. It is, however, an expense that few families can 
undertake individually. Therefore, on behalf of the parents of these 
children, we have grouped together in order to endeavor in raising 
the funds so that each child is able to attend. It is through the gen-
erosity of local businesses and individuals that we will endeavor 
to further the education of these deserving students through this 
exceptional educational program provided by Science in Motion. 
Each child must raise $1800.00 before April 1st in order to attend. 
I know that this is short notice and seems like a large task, but we 
students are determined to raise enough money so that all who are 
invited to attend are able. We are requesting any donations that 
you would be willing to provide us with, your support toward our 
educational endeavor would be greatly appreciated.

This trip all takes place June 21st to 24th, 2010. We will get on a 
charter bus here at the Jr. High at midnight of the 21st and go to 
Dallas where we will board a plane that will take us to Florida. We 
will then catch the plane on the 24th, fly back to Dallas and get 
back on the charter bus that will bring us back home, arriving on 
the 25th, early in the morning.

I personally would like to thank you for giving our students this 
opportunity.

Vicky Bloodworth
Science in Motion Team Leader

Sexual Assault is a crime!!!!
If you have been sexually assaulted 

you’re not alone, we can help.
Go to our website: www.vsofbigspring.com

Victim Services 24-7 Confidential
263-3312
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WHEN
it happens
to your 
mother,
daughter, 
sister,
girlfriend, 
cousin,
niece, aunt,
grandmother,
wife.

WILL YOU SAY SHE WAS
ASKING FOR IT?

Howard County Library will be 
undergoing some changes in the 
way we check books in and out. 
Effective  March 19, we began a 
changeover to a new computer 
program.  

From the 19th to April 1 we 
can only check books out. DVDs 
will not be avail-
able for checkout 
until we change to 
the new system. I 
apologize for the 
inconvenience, 
but in the interest 
of keeping things 
straight and to 
not make errors 
in who has what 
checked out, I 
think this is the 
best way to go. 

Also, a heads-up 
on when the Library is closed for 
Easter: The library will be closed 
Friday, April 2, and Saturday, 
April 3.  We will re-open on Mon-
day, April 5, at 10 a.m.

In our large print section, staff 
has just processed a Carmine 
Delmonico mystery. The year is 
1967 and the Cold War is in full 
flood. At Chubb University in 
Connecticut, Captain Delmonico 
is faced with solving 12 murders 
that occurred in one day. In “Too 
Many Murders” (LP M MCC C), 
Colleen McCullough will bring 
many strands together as Del-
monico seemingly solves the 
case.  I think McCullough has left 
the story hanging for a sequel.

I am not familiar with the Last 
Stand series by Brenda Novak 
but it looks like a good one. In 
“The Perfect Murder” (LP F NOV 
B), Sebastian Costas has followed 
a ghostly lead in the murder of 
his ex-wife and son. He thinks 
that the second husband, a cop, 
murdered them. However, as he 
tries to prove that theory, Costas 
runs into some snags. Check this 
out to see how the story plays 
out.

While listed as a western, this 

is more of a romance set in the 
1850s Texas. Jessie Barton and 
her three little girls are desper-
ate for a place to stay, far away 
from cold-hearted in-laws. On the 
run from Chicago, she comes to 
Texas where Teagan McMurray, 
a pen-pal of Jessie’s deceased 
husband, lives: From the title, 
“Tall, Dark and Texan” (LP W 
THO J), third in the Whispering 
Mountain Series. 

I think you can tell where this 
is going. Rough, tough Teagan 
and the sweet, needy Jessie 
marry so the cold, cruel in-laws 
cannot take the children.  It is a 
fine romance with the requisite 
gun battles to save the ranch 
from dastardly hands. We do 
have “Texas Rain”  (LP F THO 
J), which is the first in the series. 
There will probably be a couple 
more books as there are two more 
McMurray siblings.

“Where Hope Begins” (362.88 
SOF A) by Alysia Sofios is the 
story of the family of Marcus 
Wesson, his wife, Elizabeth, and 
17 children; all who lived seques-
tered in a social and emotional 
prison of Wesson’s creation. 
None of the children ever had 
a childhood — going to school, 
playing with friends, going on 
dates — all were forbidden. 

Together, they endured his ty-
rannical reign of physical, sexual 
and mental abuse. Then, in 2004, 
as a family confrontation erupted 
into a harrowing standoff, with 
police and SWAT teams descend-
ing on the small blue house on 
West Hammond Avenue, Marcus 
Wesson murdered nine of his 
children. 

The television reporter who 
got the first tip about Wesson’s 
arrest, Alysia Sofios, would ul-
timately cover the case through 
Wesson’s trial. She quickly 
learned that the surviving female 
family members — Elizabeth, 
Rosie, Kiani and Gypsy — had 
nowhere to go but the streets. 
Torn between journalistic ob-

jectivity and her desire to help 
them, Sofios risked her job and 
her life by taking them into her 
home and helping integrate them 
into society. Here, these brave 
survivors candidly recount 
their traumatic past and look to 
a bright future that now holds 
plans and dreams they never 
thought possible — from college 
to careers to families of their 
own. This description is from the 
book flap.

Another dreadful story is the 
Amish schoolhouse shooting. 
“Think No Evil” 364.152 BEI J0 
by Jonas Beiler is the story of 
that tragedy. Deborah Tannen 
writes “You Were Always Mom’s 
Favortie!” (306.875 TAN D) and 
it is the stories of sisters — how 
they connect, love or hate each 
other. There is a deep emotional 
tie between sisters and whether 
you love them or not, this book 
should shed some light upon the 
subject.

“Hello, Cupcake” (641.865 TAC 
K) by Karen Tack and Alan Rich-
ardson gives you instructions of 
making and decorating cupcakes. 
I understand that there are sweet 
shoppes that have nothing but 
cupcakes — I think there is one 
in Midland that you can order the 
specialty cupcakes for a special 
occasion.

Alana Stewart  (ex-wife of Rod 
Stewart) was Farrah Fawcett’s 
closest friend. In “My Journey 
with Farrah” (791.430 STE A), she 
writes of that friendship and the 
illness that ultimately took Far-
rah’s life. 

Howard County Library is open 
from 9 to 6, Monday through Fri-
day and Saturday from 10 until 2. 
The Internet/Video room closes 
one-half hour before closing and 
Saturdays it is closed from 12-1. 
The library is located at 500 S. 
Main St. Our phone number is 
264-2260.

Hollis McCright is director of 
the Howard County Library.

Why not check this out?
At your county library

Hollis

McCright

Recently, I was reading a copy of “The Sand-
piper” by Robert Peterson, which is a story that 
really touched my heart. It is a true story that 
happened more than 20 years ago. 

Allow me to share some comments of the 
author: I drive to the beach whenever the world 
begins to close in on me. There I saw a young 

girl with eyes as blue as the sea 
building a sand castle. “Hello,” 
she said. I answered with a nod, 
not really in the mood to bother 
with a small child. 

“I’m building,” she said. 
“I see that. What is it?” I asked, 

not really caring. 
“Oh, I don’t know, I just like the 

feel of sand.” 
That sounds good, I thought, 

and slipped off my shoes. A sand-
piper glided by. 

“That’s joy,” the child said. 
“It’s what?” 
“It’s joy. My mama says sandpipers come to 

bring us joy.” 
As the bird went gliding down the beach I 

thought to myself, “Good-bye joy and hello 
pain!” I was depressed and my life seemed com-
pletely out of balance. 

“What’s your name?” She wouldn’t give up. 
“Robert,” I answered. “I’m Robert Peterson.” 
“Mine’s Wendy, I’m six.” “Hi, Wendy” I said. 

She giggled and said, “You’re funny.”
In spite of my gloom, I laughed too and 

walked on. Her musical giggle followed me. 
“Come again, Mr. P,” she called. “We’ll have 

another happy day.” 
The next few days consisted of caring for my 

ailing mother. I think I need a sandpiper, I said 
to myself, gathering up my coat. 

The ever-changing balm of the seashore 
awaited me. The breeze was chilly but I strode 
along, trying to recapture the serenity I needed. 

Suddenly I heard, “Hello, Mr. P.” 
I looked up with a twinge of annoyance at the 

sight of Wendy. “Where do you live?” I asked.
“Over there.” She pointed toward a row of 

summer cottages.  
Strange, I thought, in winter. 
“Where do you go to school?” 
“I don’t go to school. Mommy says we’re on 

vacation.” 
She chattered little girl talk as we strolled up 

See RYAN, Page 7A

Parent’s Corner

Remembering
‘The Sandpiper’

Darrell

Ryan
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Business Opportunity
PRIVATE ADULT Care Home 
for Sale. Well established 
home in operation for five 
years. Serious inquiries Only. 
For more info. call 
(325)573-3318.

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE in Kentwood. 
Furniture, game consoles and 
games, some clothes, kitchen 
items, DVD’s, & misc. 2313 Al-
lendale.

THE YOUTH of Hillcrest Bap-
tist Church are having a Ga-
rage Sale Saturday, March 27, 
8am-1pm, 2000 W FM 700. 
Books, dishes, appliances, 
TV’s, desks, video games, 
misc electronics, tables, too 
much misc to list. Proceeds will 
help Youth go to camp.

Help Wanted
$$$$Immediate Opening$$$$

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

Our employees are our great-
est asset, providing flexible 
chedules and an attractive 
benefits packet.

Currently hiring the following 
positions:

Licensed Social Worker
Registered Nurse for 

A.D.O.N.
Monday through Friday 

8am to 5pm
Licensed Vocational Nurse- 
2 full time Positions and PRN 
Salary Based On Experience

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432)268-8387
Fax (432)268-1987 

“Equal Opportunity Employer”
Please contact 

Billie Ann Dominguez,
HR Director

badominguez@
sears-methodist.com

****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal- Now hiring 
for a driver for Coahoma area. 
Need at least a Class B CDL. 
Experience Preferred for a driv-
er’s position. Must be able to 
pass mandatory DOT and cor-
porate drug testing require-
ments. The job includes 40+ 
hours weekly Mon.-Fri., with 
some Sat. mornings. Please 
come by our Coahoma office or 
call Arthur at (432)770-3966. 
An hourly rate with benefits 
package is available. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

MAINTENANCE WORKER
needed for local Apartment 
Complex. Must know all 
phases of construction----- 
Electric, plumbing, AC/Heat, 
carpentry  and etc. Call Mike 
(432)263-2292.

Help Wanted
ARE YOU happy where you 
work? Why not make a positive 
career  move?  A  move to 
Caring Hearts Home Health.
Our employees are the very 
cornerstone of our organiza-
tion. Caring Hearts  is  now 
accepting resumes for a RN. 
Caring Hearts offers top pay, 
freedom of flexible scheduling, 
paperwork  made  easier  by 
laptop, excellent benefits and a 
pleasant environment. Bi-lin-
gual a plus. Fax resumes to 
(432)714-4511 or come by 
1900 Scurry Street, Big Spring.

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Firefighter

Certified Police Officer
Utility Service Worker

Part-Time Administrative Tech
Inventory Specialist
Parks Maintenance

Golf Course Maintenance
Cemetery Maintenance 

Sanitation Heavy Equipment- 
Operator

Records Technician
For more information go to 

www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

CLINE CONSTRUCTION is 
taking applications for a plant 
hand. Must have a valid drivers 
license and call 432-267-6006.

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is 
seeking RN with one (1) year 
management/    supervisory 
experience in a health-related 
setting.... hospice experience 
preferred. Please e-mail your 
resume to Debbie Read @ 
crossroadshospice@att.net
fax to (432)263-5301 or drop 
by the office at 421 S. Main St.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

HELP WANTED!
DQ of Coahoma, 
108 N. Broadway, 

is now hiring. Need to love 
working with people, meeting 
new faces, drug and 
smoke-free environments. Ap-
ply with Manager JoAnn 
Abrego

PARKS FUELS is looking for 
someone who can do the bank 
reconciliation, payables, payroll 
and financial statements. 
Please send resume to 417 
Main St. Pay would be consid-
ered on experience.

Help Wanted
JOHN  CRANE Production 
Solutions has an immediate 
opening for a Buyer/Planner, 
self driven, goal oriented indi-
vidual who excels  in a team 
environment. This position will 
be located in Big Spring, TX. 
Three years minimum experi-
ence in buying and/ or planning 
in a distribution environment 
position, or Associate’s degree. 
APICS certification and Bache-
lors   degree   a   plus.  This 
position will interact with lead 
people in pump shop facilities. 
Good communication and pc 
skills a must. Join our team 
and share in our growth. Must 
be able to successfully pass 
our background check. In addi-
tion to a competitive salary, we 
offer our employees Health 
(medical, dental, vision and 
prescription drugs), Life and 
Disability Insurance, 401(k) 
plan, Employee Assistance 
Program and more. Apply at 
3604 Bethel Drive, Big Spring, 
TX 79720 or reply by fax 
432-263-6673. EOE M/F/D/V

MECHANICS and SERVICE 
TECHS, probable $70K+. New 
Case IH tractor dealership, 
Lamesa. Established company, 
medical, 401k. Send resume to 
David Vaughn, Wylie Imple-
ment, Box 100, Petersburg, Tx. 
79250.  email-
davidv@wyliesprayers.com
Also  apply  at  dealership 
Wylie Implement, 800 North 
Dallas, Lamesa, Tx.

NOW HIRING full time/ part 
time employees at WES-T-GO.  
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab now hiring part time 
laundry attendant for week-
ends. Apply in person at 3200 
Parkway or on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab now hiring a Charge 
Nurse 10pm-6am. Competitive 
Pay, Benefits, Health Insur-
ance Bonus, Retirement. Great 
family working environment. 
Apply in person at 3200 Park-
way or on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MAKE UP 
TO   $12.00   PER   HOUR. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

Help Wanted
TEXAS NURSE
Connection, Ltd.

RN’ LVN’S CNA’s
NEEDED FOR ALL SHIFTS

(325)670-0090
Texasnurseconnection.com

WANTED EXPERIENCED
pump truck and vacuum truck 
drivers. Experience necessary, 
previous jobs will be contacted. 
Apply at 1300 Hwy 350. No 
Phone Calls Please.

Instructional
PIANO LESSONS

Beginners through Advance. 
Years of teaching experience. 

2607 Rebecca.
Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
A QUEEN size pillow top mat-
tress set, both new in plastic 
plus warranty, $175. Latex 
foam pillow set $30. 
806-549-3110...........................
KING SIZE bedroom suite, in-
cludes bed, dresser, mirror, 
and nightstand, brand new. 
$690. 806-549-3110.................

KID’S BEDROOM set-includes 
headboard and frame, dresser, 
mirror, and nightstand. Never 
used, still in factory container. 
$390. 806-549-3110.................

MUST SELL going on a mis-
sion trip to Brazil. Buffet hutch 
w/mirror and marble top & ar-
moire w/two doors and beveled 
glass- $250.EACH OBO. 
432-230-6433.

Jobs Wanted
LOVING/ CARING In Home 
Child Care. Certified first aid 
CPR. College classes taken in 
Child Development. 5yrs expe-
rience working in major day-
care and preschools. Accepting 
age from birth-22months. Ref-
erences available. Call Majorie 
at 214-551-0397 or  

majoriebartolome
@hotmail.com 

for more details.

Lost and Found
FOUND FEMALE dog at 14th 
and Virginia. Call 
(432)466-5145 or 264-0014 to 
identify.

Miscellaneous
WILLIAMS JEWELRY Buyers, 
Many thousands of satisfied 
sellers since 1984, can’t be 
wrong. Wadley and Midland 
Dr., 10-6, Mon-Fri. 
432-689-2300

On the Farm
THE NEW

LS TRACTORS 
HAVE ARRIVED at

Been Tractors 
6009 East Hwy 80.
Midland Tx 79706

(Take exit 144 off I-20, 
located on N. Service Rd. 

of Bus. 20.) 
Please come by for some West 
Texas Hospitality. Were you 
get more than you expect!!

Pets
6 LEFT- German Shepherd 
and black Lab mix puppies. 5 
weeks old. Has had first shots 
and wormed. $30. each will go 
fast. Call (432)213-5325.

Real Estate for Rent
1005 BLUEBONNET. 2 Bdrm, 
1 bath. No pets. Call 
(432)517-0640 or 517-0025.

1509 SUNSET 2 BDR, 1 Bath, 
CH/A. 625./month, 600./de-
posit 432-213-4647.

1734 PURDUE 3 BDR, 2 Bath, 
CH/A, tile floors, built in stove, 
750/month, 700/deposit. 
432-213-4647.

Real Estate for Rent
1ST MONTH Free Rent with 
One year lease. Good Credit 
Only. Completely Remodeled 
with crown molding, new appli-
ances. $595. Monthly. Please 
Call  (432)816-7104.

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath, washer 
& dryer, CH/A. 1907 Morrison. 
$675 month, $500 deposit. Call 
432-816-9848 for application.

304 1/2 W. 19th. Unfurnished, 
fully remodeled, one bedroom, 
fenced yard, stove & refrigera-
tor furnished if needed. $400 
month, $200 deposit. Call 
267-1543

602 1/2 GEORGE- Close to 
College. 1 Bedroom House. 
Carport, CH/A. $550.00 month 
plus deposit. No pets. No HUD. 
Call (432)267-2296.

All BILLS PAID
1 Bdrm, 1 bath 

Apartment 
with Cable 

$599/month
Call (432)263-1252

BUILDING FOR Rent- 501 
East 1st Street (Big Spring). 
$350 month, $350 deposit & 1 
year lease required. Please 
contact Lucy (432)263-5000 for 
more information.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

CORPORATE FULL Furnished 
Housing. Great for work crews 
on minimum 1 month assign-
ments.  New washer & dryer, 
refrigerator, microwave, linens 
provided. Call (432)816-7104.

FOR  LEASE - RETAIL or 
OFFICE SPACE Great reno-
vated downtown building 
w/appr. 1700 sq. ft. + additional 
basement available. Details 
call Leslie/Owner, Agent 
(432)517-0038.

LARGE 3 Bedroom, 2 bath, 
sunroom, separate dinning 
room, CH/A, fenced yard. $750 
month plus deposit. Call 
(432)263-4528 or 
(432)296-0277

SAGEWOOD APTS. 900 
Scurry for Rent, 3 bdrm.-1 
bath, stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, CH/CA, washer/dryer 
hookup, carport, $550.00 per 
month and $500.00 deposit, 
Call George 432-935-3302.

SMALL BUILDING for Rent- 
1308 Highway 350 (Big 
Spring). $250 month, $250 de-
posit & 1 year lease required. 
Please contact Lucy 
(432)263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee

!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Various Discounts
Efficiency Apt. and 

1, 2 or 3 Bdrm  Apts. 
Available

3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

TLC Property Management
$299 St. Patrick Day Special

2 & 3 bedroom 
houses available for rent

Easy & Fast Move-In Process
Call (432)264-6337

for availability

Real Estate for Sale
4302 SOUTH Hwy 87- 5 Bdrm, 
3 bath with new carpet & heat 
pump. Large kitchen plus appli-
ances. Sits on about 1/2 acre, 
house is fenced. More land 
with Comm. building also avail-
able. Time is running out  for 
tax credit. Price to Sell 
$129,900.00. Will trade for 
East Texas Property. 
(903)647-3473, (432)264-1435.

BEAUTIFUL HOME on 20 
acres outside Ruidoso, NM. 
Mountain views, private 2251 
sq. ft., 2Br-2Ba, 36x48 shop + 
2 room apt. (new) + storage. 
36x30 barn, 6 stalls. Near fed-
eral land, turkey, dear & elk. 
Reduced at $499,000. 
575-937-6265.

BY OWNER: Forsan District- 
2108 Carl St, 3bd/2bth 1900 sq 
ft on 1/2 acre. Call 
432-213-3243 leave msg. 
Priced to Sale $127,500. No 
Owner Finance.

COMMERCIAL- I-20 Frontage. 
Nice 1260 sq. ft. Bldg.- covered 
parking, patio, awning, kitchen, 
bath, many extra’s. See at 407 
NE Broadway, Coahoma, Tx. 
(432)394-4438, cell 270-0442. 
Owner Finance/ Cash Down 
Payment.
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com

HOME SITES for Sale-- 
Lot- 2513 East 25th, 125x170- 
$10,000. Facing South Mt. 
2 Lots- 3800 & 3802 Dixon, 
60x140- $8000.
2 Lots- 3800 &  3804 Parkway, 
80x140- $10,000.
Lot- 4000 Vicky Corner, 
70x140- $8000.
30% Down or 10% Discount for 
Cash. Call (432)213-0426.

JUST           REDUCED!
COMFORTABLE LIVING. 
Really Nice, spacious 3 bed-
room, 2-1/2 bath in CISD. 3 
Garage plus workshop, RV 
parking and extra covered 
parking, water well for yard, 
sprinkler system. Call for de-
tails- Janet @ J. RUTLEDGE 
REALTY (432)213-5454.

LAND FOR sale in Coahoma 
or Forsan School District. Call 
(432)263-8785 for more infor-
mation.

LARGE LOT 80x140 located at 
502 & 506 Union Street. Okay 
for Mobile or Manufactured 
Modular Home. $4000.00. Call 
Bill Chrane (432)213-0426.

OWNER FINANCE, $3,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 432-213-0521.

REDUCED PRICE- Coahoma 
ISD. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1-1/2 
acres, waterwell, & workshop. 
Qualifies- Tax credit before 
April 30, 2010. 402 Rocco Rd, 
Sand Springs exit. 
432-352-8367.

Vehicles
2008 DODGE Avenger- 4 door 
with 47,000 miles. 2.4 liter 
automatic, Clean and Fully 
Loaded. Call (432)935-2371.

TAKE UP Payments. No inter-
est financing with good credit. 
2008 F150 Ford Limited Edition 
P/U Number 2793 of 5000, 
Fully-loaded. Only 10K-miles. 
Call (432)267-8936.  

Now hiring Personal Attendants for in-home 
patient care  in Big Spring area.

Must be trustworthy and dependable. 
Background checks will be conducted. 

Inquiries may be directed to:

Medical Arts Hospital Home Care
 2200 N. Bryan Ave.
Lamesa, Texas 79331

806-872-7747 206107

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.
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Four Seasons Siding

Residential and Commercial

Vinyl Siding • Steel Siding
100% Financing Available   •   264-8610

20
20

11

20
20

03

264-8610
100% Financing Available

Four Seasons
Windows
Let us help
you avoid

extreme sun
exposure by

installing our

Thermal Vinyl
Windows

G A R T M A N
A/C, Heating & Plumbing

High Efficiency
American Standard
A/C, Heating and
Plumbing Systems

*All makes & models
EPA Certified Technicians

3206 E. FM 700
432-263-1902

Lic #: TACLLB003559E   Lic #: M24241

Financing Available - 90 Days Same As Cash
209719

Four Seasons Insulation

20
20

07

We can help you save
money with our

Wall and
Attic

Insulation

264-8610
100% Financing Available

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez - Owner

   • Concrete Work
   • Fence Repair
   • Dog Runs

Finest In Fencing Wood & Chain Link

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

209722

Spring

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Contact These 
Professionals For All 

Your Repair 
Maintenance Needs!

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441
www.swa1pc.com

Big Spring, Midland, Odessa
and the surrounding areas.
Southwestern A-1 Pest Control offers a wide

variety of services for your residential,
commercial, and industral needs. 

Delivery Service Available

1009 Gregg St.                               263-7316

19
99

9
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RYAN
Continued from Page 5A

the beach, but my mind was 
on other things. When I left 
for home, Wendy said it had 
been a happy day. Feeling 
surprisingly better, I smiled 
at her and agreed. 

Three weeks later, I 
rushed to my beach in a 
state of near panic. I was in 
no mood to greet Wendy.

“Look, if you don’t mind,” 
I said crossly as Wendy 
caught up with me, “I’d 
rather be alone today.”

She seemed unusu-
ally pale and out of breath. 
“Why?” she asked. 

I turned to her and shout-
ed, “Because my mother 
died!” I said abruptly. 

“Oh,” she said quietly, 
“then this is a bad day.” 

“Yes,” I said.  

“Did it hurt?” she in-
quired. 

“Did what hurt?” I was 
exasperated with her and 
with myself. 

“When she died?” 
“Of course it hurt!” I 

snapped and strode off. 
A month or so after that, 

when I next went to the 
beach, she wasn’t there. 
Feeling guilty, ashamed 
and admitting to myself I 
missed her, I went up to 
the cottage after my walk 
and knocked at the door. 
A drawn looking young 
woman with honey-colored 
hair opened the door. 

“Hello,” I said, “I’m Rob-
ert Peterson. I missed your 
little girl today and won-
dered where she was.” 

“Oh yes, Mr. Peterson, 
Wendy spoke of you so 
much. I’m afraid I allowed 
her to bother you. If she 
was a nuisance, please, ac-

cept my apologies.” 
“Not at all — she’s a de-

lightful child.” I said, sud-
denly realizing that I meant 
what I had just said.

“Wendy died last week, 
Mr. Peterson. She had 
leukemia. Maybe she didn’t 
tell you.” 

Struck dumb, I groped for 
a chair. I had to catch my 
breath. 

“She loved this beach, so 
when she asked to come, we 
couldn’t say no. She seemed 
so much better here and 
had a lot of what she called 
happy days. But the last 
few weeks, she declined 
rapidly...” Her voice fal-
tered, “She left something 
for you.”

She handed me a smeared 
envelope with “MR. P” 
printed in bold child-
ish letters. Inside was a 
drawing in bright crayon 
hues, a yellow beach, a 

blue sea and a brown bird. 
Underneath was carefully 
printed: A SANDPIPER TO 
BRING YOU JOY.

With tears welling up 
in my eyes and a heart 
that had almost forgotten 
to love, I uttered, “I’m so 
sorry, I’m so sorry, I’m so 
sorry,” and together we 
wept. 

The precious little picture 
is framed now and hangs 
in my study. Six words — 
one for each year of her 
life — that speak to me 
of harmony, courage and 
undemanding love. A gift 
from a child with sea blue 
eyes and hair the color of 
sand who taught me the gift 
of love.

Thanks, Wendy!

Darrell Ryan is director of 
federal programs for the Big 
Spring Independent School 
District.

ST. PETERSBURG, Florida (AP) 
— In the hours after a monkey on 
the lam fell into a woman’s pool 
and then swiped some fruit from 
her backyard tree, fans of the 
wily primate cheered it for avoid-
ing capture.

“I sure hope ‘they’ don’t catch 
you!” wrote a woman named 
Kathleen. “Why can’t ‘they’ just 
leave you alone?”

Why, indeed?
The rhesus macaque monkey 

has avoided capture for nearly 
a year. Authorities don’t know 
where the animal came from, but 
some believe it could have gotten 
separated from a troupe of wild 
monkeys in an Ocala-area state 
park, about 120 miles (195 kilo-
meters) north of St. Petersburg. 
Another possibility: the animal 
could have escaped from an 
unpermitted owner.

Elusive monkey
still on the lam
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

 LAWN SERVICE

20
71

25

Dependable Lawn Care

(432) 213-2695
Trey Terrazas

Mowing, Edging, 
Weedeating,

Tree Trimming, 

Free Estimates, Call any time:

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 LAWN SERVICE

20
58

91

Mowing • Weedeating
Hauling • Tilling

• Hedging • Trees Trimmed
• Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
Low Cost Metal Roofing

INSURED • BONDED
FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478           432-213-6943
174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 PAINTING

20
71

00

AFFORDABLE PAINTING
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
Looking for a professional job

at a good price?
25 yrs. experience in:

Stains • Enamels • Opoxy • Special Coatings
Stain and Sealed Concrete • Water Proofing

Call: Robert Hall, Jr.
(432) 213-8595
    Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

 FURNITURE MOVERS

20
59

50

- Furniture -
MOVERS

"City Delivery"
Local - Statewide
The Coates Family

Since 1956

263-2225

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
Speedy

Construction
We Do It All!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical

AC, Roofs, New Additions
Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep

Phone: 432-816-3832
Cell: 432-816-3832

24
Hr.

Sr.
Disc.

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Low Cost Metal Roofing

Insured • Bonded
$500,000 General Liability

FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

ROOFING

210340

Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,

Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences, 

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...

Since 1996   (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvaro Palacios - Owner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Specializing in Patch Jobs/

Whole Roof Metal, Shingle, 
Tile & Flat, 
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE
Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Call

(432) 935-1835

20
93

23

LAWN SERVICE
209325H & L

LAWN SERVICE
Mowing, Hauling, Estate, 

Garage Sale, Other Cleaning 
Out, Rent Houses, Storage Shed, 

Small Shed and Teardowns.

268-3065

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Units Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

TACLBO6982E

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-6134
“Se Habla Espanol”

209486

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$6.75

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

 TREE SERVICE

Larry's
TREE SERVICE

Complete Tree Removal,
Tree Trimming and Pruning

For FREE Estimates
Call:

432-270-2256 20
58

97

 ROOFING

20
71

14

Johnson Fence
and

 Construction
Roofs • Remodels

All Types Of Construction
Free Estimates

(432) 631-3913

 CONSTRUCTION

20
71

06

KIAN LLC
Demolition, Construction
Residential & Commercial

Bonded
State Licensed

Call
(432) 213-0253

 FIBERGLASS

Gilgon Fiberglass 
Repair

Big Spring, Texas 79720

20
70

97

• Sleepers
• Campers
• Gel-Coating

• RV
• Auto
• Marine

• Shower
  Stalls
• Hoods

Gilbert Gonzales
(432) 222-6875

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

RADD
Quality • Professional • Service

Tile • Stone • Add-ons
General Carpentry • Drywall

FREE ESTIMATES
Contact:

Robert Lemming @
432-270-3094

E-mail: rlemming@peoplepc.com

20
58

81

 SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor



Only in the night sky 
does a quarter equal a 
half and a half is full. 
It’s not new math — 
it’s lunar math. When 
we see a first quarter 
Moon, it looks like a 
half moon, so perhaps 
you’ve wondered why 
it’s called quarter.

Like planets, the 
Moon emits no light but 
rather reflects sun-
light as it orbits Earth 
every four weeks (more 
precisely, 29.53 days). 
When it’s between 
Earth and Sun at new 
Moon, we don’t see it as 
the Sun illuminates the 
side facing away from 
us.

A day or so after new 
Moon, we begin seeing 
a slight sliver soon after 
sunset, called a wax-
ing crescent — waxing 
because it gets more 
illuminated each night 
and crescent because of 
its appearance from our 

perspective.
In a week, when it has 

traveled a quarter of the 
way around Earth, its 
1st quarter phase looks 
half-lighted to us.

Then for the next 
week as the Moon 
continues to wax, it 
appears more than half 
illuminated, but less 
than full — a phase 
called gibbous (Latin 
for hump).

After two weeks, the 
Moon has completed 
half its journey and is 
on the opposite side 
of Earth from the Sun 
which illuminates the 
entire half of the Moon 
facing us — called a full 
Moon.

Then for the next 
two weeks, the Moon 
become less illumi-
nated each night, called 
a waning Moon. Dur-
ing the third week it is 
in its waning gibbous 
phase on its way to 3rd 

quarter (sometimes 
called last quarter) 
when it again appears 
half illuminated.

And during the last 
week of it sojourn, it 
is in its waning cres-
cent phase (seen in 
the morning sky) until 
it again reaches new 
Moon and starts its 
next monthly cycle.

Regardless of how 
much of its surface we 
happen to be seeing 
on any given night (or 
day), half of the Moon, 
just like half of the 
Earth, is always illumi-
nated — whichever half 
is facing the Sun.

Sky Calendar.
• March 21 Sunday: 

Saturn is at opposition 
-- on the opposite side 
of Earth from the Sun -- 
when it rises at sunset, 
is up all night, and sets 
at sunrise.

• 23 Tuesday: The 

Moon is at 1st quarter.
• 24 Wednesday eve-

ning: The Moon is to 
the lower right of Mars, 
and then to the planet’s 
lower left the next 
night.

• 28 Sunday, all night: 
The Moon accompanies 
Saturn across the sky.

• 29 Monday morning: 
The full Moon is called 
Lenten Moon, Sap 
Moon, Crow Moon, and 
Worm Moon.

• Apr. 3 Saturday 
morning: The gibbous 
Moon is less than two 
moonwidths above 
the star Antares in the 
south.

• 6 Tuesday: The 
Moon is at 3rd quarter.

• 8 Thursday evening: 
Mercury, at its best 
for this appearance, 
is to the lower right of 
Venus low in the west 
at dusk.

— Naked-eye Planets. 
(The Sun, Moon, and 
planets rise in the east 
and set in the west due 
to Earth’s west-to-east 
rotation on its axis.) 
Evening: Saturn is low 

in the east with Mars 
high overhead; Venus 
is very low in the west 
after sunset. Morning: 
Saturn, low in the west, 
is now the only morn-

ing planet. 

Stargazer appears 
every other week. Paul 
Derrick is an amateur 
astronomer who lives in 
Waco. Contact him at 
918 N. 30th, Waco, 76707, 
(254) 753-6920 or paul-
derrickwaco@aol.com. 
See the Stargazer Web 
site at stargazerpaul.
com
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2010 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT

2010 Ford F250 Superduty Lariat

2010 Ford Expedition XLT

TWO  2009 Superduty Diesels

$4,500* Customer Cash Back
Plus Dealer Discounts

OR
0% For 36 Months*

$5,000* Customer Cash Back
Plus Dealer Discounts 

OR0% For 36 Months*

$3,000* Customer Cash Back
Plus Dealer Discounts 

OR
0% For 36 Months*

MUST GO
OVER $11,000 OFF 

MSRP

Power Stroke Diesel

BOB BROCK
FORD  LINCOLN  MERCURY  NISSAN

500 W. 4TH                                                                            267-7424

*Must Finance w/Ford Motor Co.
205835

207277

28992

KIM L. BANGO, MD
Board Certified in Family Medicine

432-263-0500
1608 W. FM 700, Suite D

Big Spring, Texas

“Accepting New Patients”

Se Habla Espanol

100% 
Family Owned 

& 
Operated Business 

Since October 2007

“Taking Care of Our Own”

Crossroads
Hospice
421 S. Main
263-5300 20

60
08

Professional
       Caring
  Compassionate
       Attentive
...The difference is the care

Sheryl Spinks, RN

ANSWERS
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Stargazer: Lunar math of the Moon’s phases
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The Cancer moon is a 
call to settle into a sense 
of home. For some, this 
is less about a location 
than about a state of 
mind and heart. Cancer 
is the sign of the crab, 
many spe-
cies of 
w h i c h 
carry their 
homes on 
t h e i r 
b a c k s . 
What or 
who fosters 
a feeling of 
home in 
you? If it’s 
a person, 
pull this 
one close 
and share your feel-
ings. 

ARIES  (March 
21-April 19). You’ll be in 
demand, and even more 
so when you seem busy. 
Instead of volunteering 
your schedule readily, 
try the old “I’m sure we 
can do something at 
some point.”

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). Loved ones 
ask for nothing; you 
give them everything. 
Why? Because you’re 
feeling flush and you 
genuinely enjoy being 
generous in the extreme. 
And also because the 
more you give the more 

you get.
GEMINI (May 21-June 

21). Know your excep-
tional qualities. You’ll 
be celebrated for them, 
but if you don’t know 
what they are, you’ll 
think all the attention is 
misplaced. Be assured, 
if someone celebrates 
you, there is a reason.

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). New allianc-
es, particularly with 
earth signs Taurus, 
Virgo or Capricorn, will 
help you get a project off 
the ground. Determine 
what you’d like to get 
from a situation, and 
then cater your giving 
to a specific direction. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
The giddy feeling of new 
love is featured — but 
this is not about a 
romantic relationship 
with a person. The truth 
is that you are enrap-
tured by a project and 
more excited about its 
prospects than you’ve 
been about anything in 
a while. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). You’ll offer to assist 
someone who will be 
resistant to your help. 
Pride is the main rea-
son. You feel certain 
that without support, 
this person will suffer. 
Push the issue slightly 

more than you normally 
would.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). A tense situation 
suddenly feels manage-
able. You can and will 
handle this with small 
and certain actions. One 
thing at a time and this 
problem will soon be 
just another amusing 
anecdote for the files. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). Your value 
is not dependent on how 
many people are “friend-
ing” you on a social net-
working site — or in 
real life, for that matter. 
You determine your 
value, and popularity 
has nothing to do with 
it. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). An impromp-
tu strategy will be even 
more effective than one 
you took hours and days 
to plan out. Trust those 
instincts. You won’t 
regret acting out of self-
confidence. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). People will 
want to hang out with 
you, but you’re not in a 
“hanging out” kind of 
mood. It’s nothing 
against your potential 
company. It’s just that 
you’d prefer to go to bed 
tonight knowing you 
accomplished some-

thing tangible. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 

20-Feb. 18). Magical con-
nections will override 
any scheduling or com-
munication difficulties 
that may crop up. Your 
family will feel stronger 
just knowing that you 
are somewhere in the 
world loving them. 

PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). You’ll be 
inspired by complexity 
— good thing, since 
there’s lots of it around 
you. Everyone in your 
vicinity feels your posi-
tive charge. And your 
observations help oth-
ers open their eyes. 

T O D A Y ’ S 
BIRTHDAY (March 
24). Things get very 
simple for you. You cut 
out a lot of mess, confu-
sion and wasted time by 
getting down to basics. 
You realize what you 
want to create and make 
it happen. Love is high 
on your list. April brings 
magical connections 
and romance. You’re 
like Midas in June — 
the projects you touch 
turn to gold. Cancer and 
Scorpio people adore 
you. Your lucky num-
bers are: 9, 40, 34, 30 and 
14.

A S T R O L O G I C A L 
QUESTIONS: “The 

whole eighth house 
thing is so confusing to 
me. I just don’t get it. 
Would you please 
explain?”

Certainly. First, it 
may help to know that 
Scorpio the Scorpion is 
the natural occupant of 
the eighth house. Before 
the discovery of Pluto, 
this constellation was 
signified not by the scor-
pion but by the Phoenix, 
a mythological firebird 
that is continually 
burned but never dies. 
Instead, it rises up from 
its own ashes and is 
reborn. Second, it takes 
about seven years for all 
the cells in the human 
body to be replaced, so 
that by every eighth 
year of your life, you 
are literally a different 
person. This, really, is 
the essence of the eighth 
house. Life is a never-
ending cycle of creation 
and destruction, right 
down to our molecules. 
Trees bud in spring and 
shed their leaves in win-
ter. Empires rise and 
fall, as do people. By 
determining which 
planets are in the eighth 
house of your astrologi-
cal chart, you can gain 
valuable insight into 
the recurring patterns 
that are present in your 

life. We are constantly 
growing and changing 
as individuals, rising 
up from the ashes of our 
old selves and getting a 
second chance. 

C E L E B R I T Y 
PROFILES: Football 
quarterback extraordi-
naire Peyton Manning 
was born under the fiery 
sign of the ram — per-
fect, since he’s gone hel-
met to helmet with some 
of the greatest athletes 
on the planet and has 
proved himself repeat-
edly. Jupiter was also in 
Aries the year Manning 
was born, endowing 
him with the warrior 
spirit. He’s at his best 
when the game is tough. 
A Capricorn moon indi-
cates a ruthless work 
ethic.

If you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Holiday Mathis page, 
or you may send her a 
postcard in the mail. To 
find out more about 
Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

® 2010 CREATORS.
COM

Holiday

Mathis

Dear Annie: My sis-
ter died seven years ago, 
and within six months, 
my brother-in-law was 
dating. “John” stays in 
touch with my 96-year-
old mother and gives 
her news of the grand-
children, now in their 
20s. 

John and I never had a 
good relationship, and 
our contact consists 
mostly of his children’s 
upcoming milestones. 

This past summer, 
John flew his new girl-

friend into town to meet 
my mom. 

I felt that was insensi-
tive. Then, at Christmas, 
he set up a system so his 
children can e-mail 
their grandmother and 
she will receive it via 
the regular postal sys-
tem. 

It was a nice idea, but 
most of the letters have 
been from John, con-
taining news of his 
engagement (replete 
with photos of the ring) 
and, most recently, 
information about his 
upcoming marriage and 
the extensive remodel 
of the house he shared 
with my sister. 

These letters were 
clearly upsetting to my 
mom. 

For the 25 years my 
sister was married to 
John, she lived quite 
modestly. 

They couldn’t afford 
much. She often wore 
my hand-me-downs. 
John was never very 
sensitive to my sister’s 
needs. 

Nor to his children, 

apparently, because 
they were shocked when 
he announced his plans 
to marry at their family 
Christmas gathering. 

The children had no 
idea, and it was quite 
painful for them.

I say John is acting 
immaturely. There is no 
need to give us all these 
details, especially my 
mom. 

While she expected 
him to carry on with his 
life, this is a bit much. 

I think he is being 
inconsiderate, insensi-
tive and boorish, but 

Mom doesn’t want to 
rock the boat. Is it OK 
for me to e-mail John 
and ask him to please 
stop sending letters with 
the details of his love 
life? — Enough Already 
Sister

	
Dear Sister: Yes, pro-

vided you can do it in a 
civil, semi-friendly 
way. 

Try this: “I appreciate 
that you are trying to 
keep us informed about 
your life. 

However, you may not 
realize how painful it is 
for us, especially my 
mother, to hear all the 
details of your upcom-
ing marriage and home 
renovations. 

I know it is not your 
intention to hurt any of 
us, so perhaps you could 
share a little less infor-
mation. Please know we 
all wish you the best.”

Dear Annie: I am a 
57-year-old female, wid-
owed twice. My adult 
daughter lives 30 min-
utes away. 

I have a male cousin 
who is divorced and 
lives nearby. 

We have been spend-
ing time together and 
really enjoy each other’s 
company. 

My daughter feels this 
is morally wrong and is 
giving me a lot of grief 
about it. 

She thinks if we had 
met by chance, it would 
be OK, but not if we are 
related.

I’m not entirely sure 
what the relationship 

is, but we are not first 
cousins. 

Our grandmothers 
were sisters. Previously, 
the only times our paths 
crossed were at funerals 
and weddings. What do 
you think? — Kissing 
Cousin

	
Dear Cousin: If your 

grandmothers were sis-
ters, that makes you 
second cousins. 

We see no harm in dat-
ing your second cousin. 
It is not against the law, 
and we assume you are 
not planning on having 
children together, so 
there is no genetic pro-
hibition. 

Our Biblical ancestors 
were often married 
cousins. We hope your 
daughter can get over 
her judgmental attitude 
and be happy for you.

Dear Annie: This is 
for “Making Sure Zipper 
Is Up,” my fellow neu-
rotic who also always 
checks his zipper in 
public. 

The easiest and most 

discreet way of doing 
this is to develop the 
habit of placing your 
right hand on the belt 
buckle, and then using 
the tip of your little fin-
ger to feel for the fas-
tener of the zipper. No 
one will see. — London

	
Dear London: Thanks 

to you and all the others 
who wrote.

Annie’s Mailbox is 
written by Kathy Mitchell 
and Marcy Sugar, long-
time editors of the Ann 
Landers column. Please 
e-mail your questions to 
anniesmailbox@com-
cast.net, or write to: 
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 5777 
W. Century Blvd., Ste. 
700, Los Angeles, CA 
90045. To find out more 
about Annie’s Mailbox 
and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com. 

® 2010 CREATORS.
COM 

Kathy Mitchell
Marcy Sugar


