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HERALD Photo/Thomas Jenkins

Emergency responders load an injured woman onto a 
helicopter dispatched out of Odessa following a one-
vehicle rollover near Elbow Elementary School Wednesday 
morning. The woman died approximately two hours later 
at a hospital in Odessa, according to law enforcement 
officials.

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Debra medina, Republican candidate for Texas Governor, 
talks to reporters prior to a campaign speech in big Spring 
Wednesday.

by bILL mcCLELLAN
News Editor

Big Spring Herald and Se-
renity Spa are teaming up 
to offer area residents some 
healthy competition. The 
only problem is, time is run-
ning out.

For the second year, the 
Herald is co-sponsoring the 
Best Loser Contest. The idea 
is to have a four-person team 
lose more weight — based on 
total percentage loss — than 
any other team in the compe-
tition.

There’s just one catch. The 
deadline to enter is Friday.

“We encourage people to 

have a healthier 
lifestyle. We hope 
this contest will 
encourage that 
and be a lot of fun,” 
said Rick Nunez, 
Herald advertis-
ing manager and 
event coordinator. 
“Sign up today.”

Why four-person teams? Be-
cause studies show it’s easier 
to lose weight when you’ve 
got some support.

The contest begins in Feb-
ruary and will run through 
May. Entry fees are $50 per

See LOSER, Page 2A

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

A Big Spring woman died 
from injuries she received in 
a one-vehicle rollover near 
Elbow Elementary School 
Wednesday morning.

Marcela Martinez Rivera, 
47, was pronounced dead 
shortly after 1 p.m. in an 
Odessa hospital, according 
to DPS Trooper Jared Bar-
tcher.

The accident occurred 
on Nichols road, one to two 
miles south of Elbow El-
ementary School and the 
intersection with FM 818 at 

approximately 11 a.m. Rive-
ra was transported from the 
scene by a Medical Center 
Hospital CareStar helicopter 
with what was believed to be 
serious but stable wounds.

According to law enforce-
ment officials, Rivera had 
been driving north on Nich-
ols Road when her vehicle 
left the roadway, careened 
over a barbed wire fence and 
rolled into a nearby field. 
Portions of the truck’s cab 
were crushed in the acci-
dent, and according to emer-

See FATAL, Page 2A

Local woman dies 
following rollover 

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Big Spring Independent 
School District officials are 
taking a wait-and-see atti-
tude toward the unveiling of 
a new slate of state tests that 
will replace the Texas Assess-
ment of Knowledge and Skills 
(TAKS).

Commissioner of Educa-
tion Robert Scott announced 
Tuesday that the next genera-
tion of student tests will be 
called the State of Texas As-

sessments of Aca-
demic Readiness 
or STAAR. 

STAAR will re-
place the TAKS, 
which is the crite-
rion-reference as-
sessment program 
that has been in 
place since 2003. 

The STAAR name, pro-
nounced the same as star, 
will be used for the 12 end-of-
course assessments mandated 
by Senate Bill 1031 in 2007 and 

the new grade 3-8 assessments 
mandated by House Bill 3 in 
the 2009 legislative session. 

The new tests will be used 
beginning in the 2011-2012 
school year. Students in the 
graduating Class of 2015, 
who are currently in sev-
enth grade, will be the first 
students who must meet the 
end-of-course testing require-
ments, as well as pass their 
classes, in order to earn a 

See STAAR, Page 2A

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

To use a racing analogy, 
Debra Medina is the self-con-
fessed dark horse in the race 
to name the Republican can-
didate for Texas governor.

But she has a message for 
the two front-runners — don’t 
look now, but someone’s gain-
ing on you.

Medina brought her grass-
roots campaign to Big Spring 
Wednesday. And while she 
admitted that most of the at-
tention in the GOP guberna-
torial race is devoted to in-
cumbent Rick Perry and Kay 
Bailey Hutchinson, Medina 
says she’s more than a mere 
spoiler.

“There’s always people who 
say you can’t do this or you 
can’t do that, but this is a very 
achievable victory,” Medina 

said prior to her speech at 
Howard College Wednesday 
evening. “We’re seeing more 
and more people energized 
by this campaign across the 
state.”

It is that grass-roots effort, 
she said, that is vital to her 

campaign.
“Money is not going to win 

this race for us,” Medina said. 
“What’s going to win this race 
is word of mouth, shoe leath-
er and elbow grease.”

To distance herself from 
her opponents, Medina is 
staking ground even further 
to the right than either Perry 
or Hutchinson.

The Beeville native shared 
her view on several topics, 
including:

• Property taxes — Many 
candidates have advocated 
property tax reform in the 
past, but Medina takes it one 
step forward — she wants 
to eliminate the levy across 
Texas and make up the lost 
revenue through increases 
in sales taxes, a move she 
said would have a dramatic 

See mEDINA, Page 2A

Time is running out 
to join Loser contest

DeaDline is FriDay

Against the odds

“There’s always 
people who say you 
can’t do this or you can’t 
do that, but this is a very 
achievable victory. We’re 
seeing more and more 
people energized by this 
campaign across the 
state.” 

—Debra Medina,
Republican candidage for governor

Medina using shoe leather, elbow grease 
in her dark horse campaign for governor

Supt. Saldivar STAAR gazing;
says wait and see on new test 

Saldivar

Nunez



SAN ANTONIO — 
The San Antonio Spurs 
snapped a three-game 
losing streak by blowing 
out one of the best teams 
in the league.

Plenty of reason to 
feel good about that, but 
the Spurs could hardly 
celebrate because on 
the way to beating the 
Atlanta Hawks 105-90 on 
Wednesday night, Tony 

Parker sprained his left 
ankle and it’s uncertain 
how long he’ll be out.

X-rays were negative, 
but it didn’t look good 
for San Antonio’s star 
point guard.

“We’re going to have 
to adjust to it,” said Tim 
Duncan, who grabbed a 
career-high 27 rebounds 
and scored 21 points. 
“We’re trying to get 
something going here 
and then we lose Tony. 

We’ll find a way to get it 
done.”

Parker tumbled to the 
baseline after a hard 
drive to the basket in 
the third quarter, and 
immediately began 
writhing on the ground. 
Television replays 
showed Parker awk-
wardly plant his foot 
during the drive.

Parker left with the 
same injury that caused 
him to miss four games 

earlier this season. He’s 
also been bothered all 
season by plantar fascii-
tis in his left foot.

The Spurs will likely 
know more Thursday 
about when Parker will 
be ready to play.

Until then, the Spurs 
will enjoy the win. It’s 
just the second in their 
last seven games, and the 
first in their six-game 

AUSTIN — Leave it to 
the least likely players 
to score to give Texas 
the offensive punch it 
needed to end a two-
game skid.

Justin Mason had 
18 points and Dogus 
Balbay added 13, lead-
ing No. 6 Texas to a 95-83 
win over Texas Tech 
on Wednesday night 
after losses at Kansas 
State and Connecticut 
cost the Longhorns the 
nation’s top ranking.

Between them, the 
guards usually counted 
on for defense, pass-
ing and rebounding — 
everything BUT scoring 
— went into the game 
averaging just more 
than seven points.

Opposing defenses 
had been sagging off 
both players all season 
to guard against Dexter 
Pittman and Damion 
James on the inside. 
Until Wednesday night, 
there was little reason 
to care if Mason and 
Balbay were left open.

“Tonight, I thought 
I’d be more aggressive,” 
Mason said.

Both of them were.
Balbay took Texas’ 

first shot and Mason 
took the third. They 
combined to shoot 13 of 
20 from the floor while 
still handing out 12 of 
Texas’ 15 assists.

“We were going to 
take the open shots. We 
talked about it before 
the game — we were 
going to attack,” Balbay 
said.

Their scoring also 
opened up the floor for 
James, the offensive 
catalyst for Texas (18-2, 
4-1 Big 12) all season.

James finished with 28 
points and 13 rebounds 
to set the Big 12 record 
for career double-dou-
bles with 48. He scored 
six straight points in 
the game-changing run 
midway through the 

second half.
Mason scored 13 in 

the first half on 6-of-8 
shooting. Texas Tech 
(14-6, 2-4) gave him 
plenty of room to move 
and the senior quickly 
found his range with a 
3-pointer, short jumper 
and drives to the bas-
ket. Balbay also showed 
off a seldom-seen shoot-
ing touch with a mid-

range jumper.
“We backed off them 

to force them to make 
plays and they made 
plays,” Texas Tech 
coach Pat Knight said. 
“They are two very 
good players.”

Balbay also made the 
defensive play of the 
game when he recov-

STILLWATER, Okla.  
— After the Big 12 
Conference’s leading 
scorer, James Anderson, 
managed only two 
first-half points on 
Wednesday night, his 
Oklahoma State team-
mate, Obi Muonelo, 
asked him the obvious 
question: Is something 
wrong?

Anderson said he felt 
fine, then proved it in 
the second half, fin-
ishing with 19 points, 
a career-high seven 
assists and six rebounds 
as the Cowboys extend-
ed their home winning 
streak to 16 games with 
a 76-69 win over Texas 
A&M.

Muonelo complement-
ed Anderson’s effort 
with a season-high 24 
points, finishing 6 of 
9 from 3-point range 
to key the Cowboys’ 
school-record 66.7 per-
cent (12 of 18) shooting 
from behind the arc. 
Oklahoma State (16-4, 
4-2) shot a season-best 
57.9 percent overall and 
won its third straight 
game, a run that 
includes a road win on 
Saturday over then-No. 
10 Kansas State.

“We all knew James 
was coming. He’s such 
an aggressive scorer,” 
Muonelo said. “... In 
the second half, he got 
started, and once he hit 
his first shot, I knew 
he was going to be all 
right.”

The Cowboys over-
came the absence of 
starting point guard 
Ray Penn, who has a 
stress reaction-type 
knee injury and missed 
his second straight 
game. His replacement 
in the starting lineup, 
Fred Gulley, scored 
eight points.

“You’re always a little 
concerned about a game 
like this, after coming off 
a big victory like we had 
Saturday,” Oklahoma 
State coach Travis Ford 
said. “I debated all the 
way home ... about how 
much to really talk to 
our team about not hav-
ing a letdown.

“I decided not to talk 
to them about it. ... We 
just talked about things 
we needed to do to pre-
pare to be successful 
about Texas A&M and 
focus.”

Donald Sloan scored 
27 points to lead Texas 
A&M (14-6, 3-3), which 
lost despite going 10 of 
24 from 3-point range. 
The Aggies are 1-4 this 
season in road games.

Oklahoma State won 
on the ninth anniversa-
ry of a plane crash that 
killed 10 men associated 
with the Cowboys’ pro-
gram. It was only the 
second time since the 
crash that Oklahoma 
State has played on the 
anniversary.

Anderson extended 
his double-figure scor-
ing streak to 34 games, 

ODESSA — It’s another Thursday 
and another tough road test for both 
Howard basketball teams.

The No. 7 Hawk men will trav-
el to Odessa to take on the No. 10 
Wranglers. Odessa (18-3, 3-2) is com-
ing back home after losing to New 
Mexico Junior College in Hobbs. The 
Wranglers have lost two of their last 
three games but are a perfect 9-0 at 
home.

Point guard LaMont Austin and 
the Hawks hit the road after easily 
dispatching Western Texas 73-44 at 
home Monday. Austin is averaging 

10 points per game and nearly four 
assists per game this season as the 
architect of Howard’s offense.

“Odessa is a highly ranked team. 
We want to go in and make another 
statement there too,” Austin said 
Monday.

Coach Mark Adams will square off 
against Odessa coach Dennis Helms, 
who is in his fifth year at Odessa 
after a nine-year hiatus.

“(Odessa) owns a great record, and 
they’re a very good basketball team,” 
Adams said. “I think it’s one of the 
best teams that Coach Helms has 

had since he’s been back. It’s always 
tough to win on the road, as we saw 
last week, and we’ll have to keep our 
composure and make a few changes 
going into Thursday.”

Odessa is led by swingman Josh 
Brown, who is averaging more than 
17 points per game. The Wranglers 
are the region’s best rebounding 
team, averaging more than 17 offen-
sive rebounds per game. Post Rashad 
Savage is averaging double-digit 
rebounds per game.

Jae Crowder and the Hawk big men 
will try to keep the Wranglers off the 
boards. Rebounding played a role in 
Howard’s loss last week at Midland, 
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Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call Joe Zigtema at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. E-mail results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSports

Page 1B
Thursday, January 28, 2010

WJCAC Region 5
Men’s Conference Standings

Team    Dist.    Overall
Midland    5-0      21-0
Howard    4-1        17-2
Odessa    3-2      18-3
Frank Phillips   2-3      16-5
NMJC    2-3      15-6
South Plains    2-3      12-7
W. Texas    0-3      11-7
NMMI    1-4      9-11
Clarendon    0-0      11-10

HC Hawks prepare for ranked Odessa teams
Herald Staff Report

Friday’s area games
See Sunday’s Herald for recaps

Frenship at Big Spring, 6/7:30 p.m.
Ballinger at Coahoma, 6:30/8 p.m.
Grady at Klondike, 6:30/8 p.m.
Sands at Dawson, 6:30/8 p.m.
Garden City at Blackwell, 6:30/8 p.m.

Big Spring softball tournament
needs community support

Lady Steer softball parents and the city of Big 
Spring Parks and Recreation Department are host-
ing a 22-team high school softball tournament March 
4-6.

The tournament needs community support to be a 
success. Banners wil be displayed at the tourna-
ment for business owners who wish to support the 
tournament.

Call John Sparks for information at 270-2711.

Big Spring to host
district swim meet

The Big Spring YMCA will host the 2009-2010 
District 4-4A swimming and diving championship 
meet Friday and Saturday.

The meet will get under way with warmups at 
9:30 a.m. before preliminaries start at noon. Diving 
prelims will commence one hour after swimming 
concludes.

The finals will run Saturday on the same sched-
ule.

Sports in brief

HERALD PHOTO/Joe Zigtema

Josh Watkins and the Hawks hope to 
stay in the region title mix against 
the No. 10 Odessa Wranglers.

Texas outlasts Tech in second half

See SPURS, Page 2B

Associated Press

San Antonio blows out Atlanta 105-90 but loses Parker to injury

See HOWARD, Page 2B

See OK STATE, Page 2B

Associated Press

Associated Press

Muonelo, Ok. State 
edge Aggies at home

See TEXAS, Page 2B

AP PHOTO/Harry Cabluck

Texas forward Gary Johnson attacks the basket against Texas Tech’s 
Theron Jenkins. Johhnson and Texas were down 50-47 at the end of the 
first half, but the Longhorns recovered for a 95-83 win.

AP PHOTO/Eric Gay

Tony Parker lies on the floor Wednesday in San 
Antonio. Parker sprained his left ankle in the game.



MEDINA
Continued from Page 1A

economic impact for the 
state.

“We need to get rid of 
the property tax so Tex-
ans can once again truly 
have private property 
ownership,” Medina 
said.

She claims that the 
idea could be accom-
plished in a revenue-
neutral manner and, 
as a result, bring about 
a $3 billion increase in 
personal income and 
150,000 news jobs across 
Texas.

Private property and 
gun ownerships, Me-
dina said, are the two 
greatest freedoms that 
Texans should be able to 
claim.

• Federal interference 
in state matters — Me-
dina noted that a third 

of the state’s budget is 
comprised of federal 
funds — and with those 
funds come over-reach-
ing federal mandates in 
areas such as agricul-
ture, energy and educa-
tion.

“We don’t need Wash-
ington, D.C., telling 
us how to educate our 
kids,” she said. “That’s 
not to say that there’s ar-
eas that don’t need some 
sort of oversight ... but 
it is our responsibility 
to regulate these areas, 
not Washington’s.”

In this area, Gov. Per-
ry has failed the state, 
Medina said.

“A third of our state 
budget comes from fed-
eral funds, which makes 
the state more and more 
dependent on the fed-
eral monster,” she said. 
“But when Washington 
says, ‘Jump,’ Rick Perry 
asks, ‘How high?’ when 
he should be saying, 

‘Hell, no.’”
Medina said Texas and 

other states should use 
nullification and inter-
position as weapons to 
battle federal encroach-
ment.

“The proposed health 
care plan requires you to 
have ‘acceptable’ health 
insurance or you’ll be 
forced to pay a penalty,” 
she said. “None of us 
have the power or re-
sources to prevent the 
IRS from taxing us if 
we don’t have adequate 
health insurance — but 
the great state of Texas 
does.”

For more information 
on Medina’s candidacy, 
visit her Web site at www.
medinafortexas.com
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Are you ready for a
        challengeNEW

2010 Best Loser
Fat to Fitness

Spring Challenge!
“The Best Loser” Spring Title And A Grand Prize Worth
                 $500 - $1,000*!   (1st, 2nd, 3rd Prizes)

We are seeking teams
(of 4 people any age)

ready to take part and lose weight in
February, March, April & May

COMPETING TO CLAIM

DEADLINE:
JANUARY 31, 2010

FIND THE ENTRY FORM IN THE BIG SPRING HERALD
Mail form or drop off along with $50 team fee to:

The Best Loser
Big Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721 209302

Dr. Rudy Haddad 
Board Certified In Urology

Fellow American College Of Surgeons

Adults and Pediatrics
Flu Shots

Available Now
- Office Treatment of Enlarged

Prostate Profile (Instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
Problem with Medication

(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser
& Shockwave Technology

- Sexual Dysfunction

1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103
Big Spring, Tx 79720
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LOSER
Continued from Page 1A

team — $12.50 per team 
member. Teams will be 
competing not only for 
bragging rights but cash 
— between $500 and 
$1,000 depending on how 
many teams enter. Cash 
prizes will be awarded 
for first through third 
places.

There will be three of-
ficial weigh-ins at the Se-
renity Spa — the first to 
be held Feb. 1-5. A team 
photo will be taken Feb 
8-12 at the Big Spring 
Herald.

Only a team’s weight 
loss percentage will be 
noted, not the individu-
al’s. Your actual weight 
will not be revealed.

Teams must sign up no 
later than Friday at the 
Herald office, 710 Scurry. 
You will be required to 
sign a waiver when you 
register. It is suggested 
that participants check 
with their doctor to get 
advice on a weight-loss 
program.

Here’s a quick FAQ to 
help you out:

• Do I have to join the 
gym or subscribe to the 
Herald to participate? 
No.

• What happens if one 
of the members of the 
team quits during the 
contest? The team for-
feits, sorry.

• Do team members 
have to weigh in togeth-
er? No. They can weigh 
in separately.

• Do we have to have 
our group photo taken? 
Yes, 

• Will our team photo 
be in the paper? Abso-
lutely.

• Do we have to live 
in Howard County to 
participate? No, but you 
do have to weigh in at 
the Serenity Spa in Big 
Spring.  That’s the offi-
cial location, no excep-
tions.

“If you have questions, 
call me and I’ll be glad 
to answer them,” said 
Nunez. “Don’t be left out 
of this contest!”

Contact Nunez at 263-
7331 ext. 229.

FATAL
Continued from Page 1A

gency responders, 
Rivera was ejected from 
the vehicle.

Emergency personnel 
at the scene said it was 
extremely unlikely Ri-
vera was wearing her 
safety belt at the time of 
the crash. The cause of 
the rollover is still under 
investigation, according 
to the DPS.

Rivera was traveling 
alone in the vehicle.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

STAAR
Continued from Page 1A

diploma. 
Steven Saldivar, su-

perintendent for BSISD 
schools, said he wants 
to see more of the new 
tests before declaring 
STAAR either an im-
provement of step down 
from TAKS.

“We’ve seen bits and 
pieces of it,” Saldivar 
said. “I think that it 
will take some adjust-
ments ... Until we see 
some examples of what 
the finished product is 
like, it’s really too early 
to comment. But we do 
feel we test our students 
too much, that too much 
emphasis is placed on 
state tests.”

Texas Education 
Agency officials said the 
new tests will be signifi-
cantly more rigorous 
than previous tests and 

will measure a child’s 
performance, as well as 
academic growth. 

The grade 3-8 STAAR 
tests in reading and 
mathematics, by law, 
must be linked from 
grade to grade to per-
formance expectations 
for the English III and 
Algebra II end-of-course 
assessments. 

During a speech at the 
Texas Association of 
School Administrators’ 
Midwinter Conference 
in Austin, Scott also 
said the last TAKS-based 
school accountability 
ratings will be issued 
in 2011. Ratings will be 
suspended in 2012 while 
a new accountability 
system is developed.

STAAR is the fifth in a 
series of state tests Texas 
public school students 
have been required to 
take since 1980.

Saldivar said the dis-
trict’s recent addition 
of the CSCOPE system, 

which is designed to 
standardize curricu-
lum taught at different 
campuses and districts, 
should help better pre-
pare BSISD students for 
the rigors of state test-
ing.

“The good thing is that 
since we’ve changed 
our curriculum over to 
CSCOPE, I think that 
gives our students a 
leg up,” Saldivar said. 
“I’m confident we’re 
on the right path there, 
because we have a cur-
riculum in place that 
makes sure that teach-
ers are teaching the 
state requirements.”

The Texas Education 
Agency contributed to 
this report.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

Contact 
the Herald 
at 263-7331

• David Andrews of Noodle, Repub-
lican candidate for Texas House Dis-
trict 85, will hold a town hall meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Feb. 9, in the Big Spring 
Country Club Wasson Room. Every-
one is invited.

• A fund has been established at 
Wood Forest National Bank for Jef-
fery Cate (Bubba). He is a lifetime res-
ident of Big Spring and is employed at 
B&E Roustabout. He was in a car ac-
cident New Year’s Eve and is still in a 
hospital in Lubbock. He had surgery 
to remove his spleen and has several 
broken bones, including one in his 
neck. He has also suffered some mem-

ory loss due to a bruise on one side of 
his brain. He has three small boys. 
The medical bills and family travel 
expenses are adding up. Any dona-
tions would be greatly appreciated.

• Bring joy and kindness to others 
by becoming a Compass Hospice vol-
unteer. Help those at the end of life’s 
journey. Make a difference in some-
one’s life. Call 263-5999 to begin your 
journey.

• Birdwell Lane Baptist Church is 
selling cookbooks to raise funds. The 
books can be purchased by calling Pat 
Steen at 263-3035.

Take Note



ered after a Texas turn-
over and blocked a fast-
break dunk attempt by 
Texas Tech’s Theron 
Jenkins late in the first 
half.

“No easy baskets,” 
Balbay said.

Even with those two 
scoring, the Red Raiders 
built an early lead. 
Texas Tech made eight 
3-pointers in the first 
half — the most Texas 
had allowed in a game 
all season — and led 
50-42 when Nick Okorie 

hit from long range. 
Roberson made four 
3-pointers in the half.

Texas cut the lead to 
50-47 by halftime behind 
a 3-pointer by Jordan 
Hamilton and Pittman’s 
tip at the buzzer.

In the second, the 
Texas defense pushed 
out to the perimeter and 
the Red Raiders attempt-
ed just one 3-pointer in 
the first nine minutes. 
Mason fed Balbay for a 
fast-break dunk. Balbay 
then sliced through the 
lane for a layup that 
put Texas up 64-60 with 
just over 13 minutes to 
play.

Texas finally created 
some separation behind 
James and a 3-pointer 
by Avery Bradley that 
put the Longhorns 
ahead 80-69.

James took over 
the scoring down the 
stretch, finding more 
and more space to move 
under the basket and 
grab rebounds. He broke 
the Big 12 double-dou-
bles record he shared 
with former Texas All-
American Chris Mihm 
(1998-2000).

“That don’t mean 
nothing to me,” James 
said. “It just feels good 
being on the winning 

side of the table. I’ll let 
my mama talk about it. 
She’ll brag about it to 
her friends.”

After the two losses, 
the Longhorns had 
dismissed any notion 
their season was at a 
crossroads heading into 
the second half of the 
season. The win keeps 
Texas within a game of 
Big 12 leader Kansas.

“Coming into this 
game, nothing changed,” 
Balbay said. “We still 
have the same game 
plan, still have the same 
intensity. We’re going to 
play really hard, every 
day, every game.”
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By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

Document7  10/5/06  4:06 PM  Page 1 Network Macintosh HD:Tempor

The Big Spring Herald
is offering Fax & Copy Services

Fax $2.00 to send 1st page
Additional Pages $1.00 per page
Incoming Faxes $1.00 per page

Color Copies .50 per copy
Black and White .25 per copy

For More Information
CALL 432-263-7331202647

B.W., Inc., MN
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In Business
Since 1990

• Updated Infrared Heater Technology

• Lower Your Heating Bill up to 50%
• Easy Onsite Maintenance
• Healthy Toasty Warm Heat!
• Free Shipping & Quiet Running

- Excellent BTU Output & lasts longer than others

Stay Warm, Visit  SpendLessOnHeat.com
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Lasts for Years • Purifies the Air • Thermostatically Controlled

Call Now... 800-950-2210
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PLUS:
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FREE 1-4 Room System

FREE Standard Installation 1-4 Rooms

FREE HD/DVR Receiver Upgrade!

FREE 3 MONTHS SHOWTIME & STARZ
with Choice XTRATM Package and Above

No start costs!  Local Installs!123456
ASK HOW!  CALL DIRECTSTARTV
Toll Free 1-800-214-7110

NOW
FREE
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Midland, where the Chaps out-
rebounded the Hawks 41-26.  

The Hawk women, coming off 
their first conference victory over 
Western Texas at Dorothy Garrett 
Coliseum on Monday, will take 
on an Odessa team ranked No. 20 
in the latest NJCAA poll at 5:45 
p.m. tonight.

The Hawks caught fire from the 
floor after a slow conference start 
against Western Texas, shooting 
55 percent from the 3-point line. 
Tasha Tubbs hit seven 3-pointers 
for her 21 points.

The Hawks hope to take their 

hot hands with them to Odessa 
against a Lady Wranglers team 
that is best in the region in 
field goal defense, forcing oppo-
nents to just 27 percent from 
the floor.

The Lady Wranglers feature 
an inside-out attack with sopho-
more center Judith Tabala and 
freshman guard Takoia Larry. 
The duo each average more 
than 11 points per game.

Odessa has lost its last two 
games at New Mexico JC and 
at home to conference leader 
South Plains by one point last 
week.

That loss was the Lady 
Wranglers’ lone home loss of 
the season.

tying Richard Dumas 
for the second-longest 
such streak in school 
history. He also became 
the 10th Oklahoma State 
player to score 1,500 
career points, ending 
the game with 1,518.

Anderson didn’t score 
until the final two min-
utes of the first half. 
But Muonelo scored 13 
first-half points, includ-
ing the first eight for 
the Cowboys, as they 
raced to a 13-2 lead. His 
third 3-pointer put the 
Cowboys up 20-10 at the 
7:41 mark, but Texas 
A&M closed the half on 
a 16-6 run to make it 
26-26.

“The first 10 min-
utes is about as bad as 
we’ve played all year,” 
Texas A&M coach Mark 
Turgeon said. “We kind 
of woke up a bit and 
made it a game at half.”

Texas A&M took its 
first lead on a basket by 
Bryan Davis 18 seconds 
into the second half. The 
teams swapped the lead 
five more times before a 
noticeably more aggres-
sive Anderson took 
over.

“I challenged him,” 
Ford said of Anderson. 
“I was not happy the 
way he played in the 
first half. He’s one of the 
best players in America 

and he’s got to under-
stand that when the 
game starts, people’s 
game plan is to try and 
stop him. They’re going 
to be physical with 
him. They’re going to 
bump him. And he’s got 
to counter that.”

Stuck behind the 
3-point line with the 
shot clock running 
down, Anderson drew 
a foul from the Aggies’ 
Dash Harris and con-
verted two of three free 
throws. Then, after an 
A&M miss, he grabbed 
the rebound and went 
coast-to-coast, scor-
ing on a driving layup. 
That put the Cowboys 
up 41-36 with 13:25 left 
and drew an immediate 
time-out from Turgeon.

“I just thought their 
best player took over 
the game,” Turgeon 
said. “He took over the 
game shooting it, driv-
ing it, getting to the 
foul line. He was the 
one guy we talked about 
in every time-out, and 
he just took over the 
game.”

Keiton Page scored 
16 points for Oklahoma 
State. Moses, who aver-
aged 11.3 rebounds in 
the Cowboys’ previous 
four games, had 11 as 
Oklahoma State post-
ed a 30-19 edge on the 
boards.

Harris and David 
Loubeau each scored 14 
points for the Aggies.

game homestand. Only 

two more remain before 
the Spurs hit the road for 
3½ weeks for their annu-
al Rodeo Road Trip.

“I thought we made 

a statement from the 
start,” said Spurs for-
ward Antonio McDyess, 
who scored 17. “We let 
ourselves down and we 
had given games away, 
just beaten ourselves. 
But tonight we came out 
and made a statement.”

Joe Johnson scored 31 
and Jamal Crawford had 
25 points for the Hawks, 
whose winning streak 
ended at three games. 
Josh Smith had 14 points 
and 16 rebounds.

“They had been strug-
gling of late,” Johnson 
said. “They needed to get 
(a win) desperately and 
they came out and acted 
like it tonight.”

The Hawks haven’t 
won in San Antonio 
since 1997. But this lop-
sided loss — San Antonio 
led by as many as 28 in 
the first half and never 
trailed — was perhaps 
worst than expected.

The Spurs entered 
stuck in their worst 
slump of the season, hav-
ing recently betrayed 
their defensive identity. 
The Hawks, meanwhile, 
came in leading their 
division this late in the 
season for the first time 
since 1999.

But Atlanta never real-
ly got close in this one.

The Spurs matched 
a season-high with 66 
first-half points and held 
the Hawks to 40 percent 
shooting.

“I guess we weren’t 
ready to play,” Smith 
said. “We love that kind 
of pace, but we weren’t 
ready to play.”

Duncan had his first 
20-20 game since 2005, and 
the 20th of his career. His 
27 rebounds were also an 
NBA season high.

Duncan bested his pre-
vious career rebounding 
high of 25, set against 
Miami in 2003. He made 
just five of 20 shots 
and had 10 offensive 
rebounds.

“I mostly rebounded 
my own shots and that 
helps,” Duncan said. 
“Helps a whole lot, so I 
can just get that out of 
the way.”

George Hill scored 
16 points as all Spurs 
starters were in double 
figures. That includes 
Parker, who had 10 
points and eight assists 
before being helped off 
the court.

SPURS
Continued from 1B

WJCAC Region 5
Women’s Standings

Team    Dist.    Overall
South Plains    4-1      13-7
Midland    3-1        19-3
Odessa    2-2      18-3
Frank Phillips   2-2      15-5
NMJC    2-2      11-10
Howard     1-3      15-4
W. Texas    1-4      11-10
Clarendon    0-0      13-8

HOWARD
Continued from 1B

Courtesy Photo

Big Spring city champion bowlers, from right to left, Sammy Torres, Ron Midkiff, Tony Saldona and Simon 
Saldona pose after their 2,796 series score. Midkiff scored the highest with a 712 individual score. Not 
pictured were doubles winners Eddie Gonzales and Philip Reiner with a 1,442 scratch series.

OK STATE
Continued from 1B

TEXAS
Continued from 1B

BIG BOWLERS



The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 
a.m. today:

• MICHAEL PAUL HOGAN, 38, of 1710 Young, 
was arrested Wednesday on a charge of assault 
causing bodily injury.

• MICHAEL SHAE JACKMAN, 24, of 606 Baylor, 
was arrested Thursday on a charge of violation of a 
protective order.

• THEFT was reported in the 1000 block of Gregg 
Street.

• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 
reported in the 3300 block of Highway 80.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 
1900 block of N. Highway 87.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 57 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• CALVIN JACOB LAWSON, 26, was arrested 
Wednesday by DPS on charges of driving while 
license invalid with a previous conviction or sus-
pension, violation of bond or protective order, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, failure to maintain 
financial responsibility (enhanced) and displaying 
an expired motor vehicle registration.

• SHAWN CARL ANDERSON, 38, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of forgery of a 
financial instrument.

• MICHAEL PAUL HOGAN, 38, was transferred 
to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a 
charge of assault causing bodily injury.

• MICHAEL SHAE JACKMAN, 24, was trans-
ferred to the county jail 
Thursday by the BSPD 
on a charge of violation 
of bond or protective 
order.

The Big Spring Fire 
Department and 
Emergency Medical 
Services reported the 
following activity:

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 
was reported in the area 
of Nichols Road and 
Highway 33. One person 
was transported by air 
evacuation.

• TRAUMA was report-
ed in the 500 block of 
Scott. One person was 
transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was 
reported in the 2000 
block of S. Gregg Street. 
One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

Siler E. Williams
Siler E. Williams, 91, of Stiles died Tuesday, Jan. 

26, 2010, in a Big Lake nursing home. Graveside 
funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, 

Jan. 30, 2010, at the Stiles Cemetery 
in Stiles with the Rev. Kevin 
Weatherby officiating.

He was born Aug. 28, 1918, in 
Doole. Siler had been a resident of 
Stiles since 1963.

He owned St. Lawrence Trading 
Post for 8 years and owned 
Chaparral Quick Stop for a num-
ber of years.

He was a farmer and rancher.
Survivors include two sons and 

daughters-in-law, Wesley and Sara Williams of Big 
Lake, and Duke and Anna Goodwin of St. Lawrence; 
two daughters and sons-in-law, Delores and Wayne 
Smith of Burleson, and Donna and Doug Grantham 
of Denton; 12 grandchildren and numerous great-
grandchildren.  

He was preceded in death by his first wife, Edna; 
his wife, Ynell, in 1997; one brother, Prentice Paul 
Williams; one sister, Margie Broseh; and one grand-
son.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Joe M. Whitaker
Joe M. Whitaker, lifelong Big Spring resident, 

died Dec. 21, 2010, in the Temple 
VA Hospital. Private services were 
held.

He was born July 25, 1925, to 
John and Linnie McCoy Whitaker. 
He was a machinist, violin maker, 
plane builder and prospector. He 
was active in the Big Spring 
Prospector’s Club.

Survivors include a sister-in-law, 
Johnnie Whitaker of Cameron.

He was preceded in death by a 
brother, Gene; and two sisters, Louise Nuckols and 
Mary Anna Jones.

Faye Tarbet
Faye Tarbet, 76, of Denison died Jan. 26, 2010, at a 

care center in Denison following an extended ill-
ness.

Funeral services will be at the 
Central Church of Christ in 
Denison on Jan. 29, 2010, at 10 a.m. 
with burial following at the Garden 
of Memory cemetery in Colbert, 
Okla.

Family Night will be Thursday, 
Jan.  28, 2010, from 7 p.m. until 9 
p.m. at the Family Life Center of 
the Central Church of Christ in 
Denison.

She was born Faye Jean Bennett 
on June 28, 1933, to Roy and Faytie Bennett of Sand 
Springs. Faye was a  member of the Church of 
Christ, working with her husband Don who is a 
minister in Churches of Christ.

Together, they served churches in Tennessee, 
Texas, Arizona, New Mexico and Oklahoma.

They were most recently affiliated with the 
church in Glenn Heights. During the last 37 years 
of her life, she was a secretary, sales clerk and man-
ager of Colonial Monuments in Denison.

Faye is survived by her husband Don; a son, 
Perry of Atoka, Okla.; a daughter, Patti Irwin and 
husband Bill of Longmont, Colo.; four grandsons; 
and siblings, Mildred Shortes, Gerald and wife 
Nelda of Pecos, Bill and wife Johnnie of Sand 
Springs, Betty Bertram and husband Don of 
Denison, Patsy Baird and husband James of Big 
Spring, William and wife Patsy of Wills Point, J.R. 
of Sand Springs and Bo of Sand Springs.

She was preceded in death by her parents and 
siblings, Oma, Jack, Adlene, Arlene and Peggy.

Arrangements  are under the direction of 
American Funeral Service of Denison: www.amer-
icanfuneralservice-fh.com

Michael Brown
Michael Brown, 80, of Vincent died Wednesday, 

Jan. 27, 2010, in a Lubbock hospital. His services 
are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral 
Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
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AN
    ENCOURAGING
                        WORD

         By Eddy Pitchford

Homespun philosophy and countryfied wisdom can be entertaining and 
enlightening. It is possible to learn about sports, politics, religion, medicine and 
family dynamics all in one session of the “spit and whittle” club. The “wise and 
otherwise” professors have mastered the art of making chaff look like grain.

By contrast, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
(2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Many folks prefer entertainment over Bible study and enlightenment over 
doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction. What about you? Will you prepare 
for judgment day based upon human teaching or will you heed the word of the 
Lord?

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.............................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship..........................................5:00 PM
Wednesday Class.......................................7:00 PM
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Foot Long Seafood Sensation
All Week

ADVERTISING SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE

 
The Big Spring Herald is looking 
for an individual to sell advertising 
in our retail department.
 If you like people, have sales 
experience (advertise sales a 
plus), are a team player, have 
dependable transportation, are 
organized, pay attention to details, 
are creative, and like to make 
money, we want to talk to you. We 
offer an established account list, 
benefits, paid vacation, mileage 
reimbursement, base salary plus 
commission

Apply at
710 Scurry

or you may send resume to:
advertising@bigspringherald.com

or send resume to:
Big Spring Herald

P.O. Box 1431
Big Spring, TX 79721 20

93
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Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 01/31/10
178311

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

James W. Mathews, 78, 
died Thursday.  Funeral 
Services were at 2 p.m. 
Thursday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.

Marcela Rivera, 47, 
died Wednesday.  
Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

Frank Salazar, 84, died 
Wednesday. Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home. 

Fire/EMS

Obituaries

Sheriff

Police blotter
Jewel Cauble Anderson

Jewel Cauble Anderson, 91, passed away peace-
fully Jan. 25, 2010, after a brief illness in the Dallas 
area where she had been living with her daughter 

and family. She was born Aug. 20, 
1918, in Big Spring to George 
Clinton Cauble and Lucille Griffice 
Cauble.

After graduating from Big Spring 
High School she married her true 
love, Donald Arthur Anderson, on 
March 9, 1938, and they lived hap-
pily for 61 wonderful years in Big 
Spring. They worked together at 
Thomas Office Supply and raised 
two children.

Jewel was a member of the First 
Christian Church, belonged to the 
Couples’ Dance Club and played in 
the Tuesday Bridge Club for more 
than 50 years. She loved to play 
Bingo, playing cards with her fam-
ily and going “gambling” wherever 
and whenever she could, especially 
in Las Vegas. Many will remember 
her as Sissue or Mimi and know 
that she was devoted to her family, 
who loved her dearly and will miss 

her always.
Jewel was preceded in death by her husband, her 

parents and brother, J.D. Cauble. She is survived 
by her son, Donald Gene Anderson and wife Victoria 
of Katy; granddaughter, Stephanie Derfus and hus-
band Johnny of Tyler; great-grandchildren, Daniel, 
Luke and Leah; granddaughter, Kristin Martin and 
husband Jeff of Katy; and great-grandchildren, 
Collin and Sydney.

She is also survived by her daughter, Jan 
Anderson Grant of Lavon; granddaughter, Wendi 
Courtney and husband Andrew of Sydney, 
Australia; great-grandsons, Stephen and Matthew; 
grandson, Scott Grant and wife Traci of Andover, 
Kan.; great-granddaughters, Kaylee and Hannah; 
granddaughter, Sarah Henry and husband Jeremy 
of Wylie; and great-grandson, Joshua.

Visitation will be held at the Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home on Thursday, Jan. 28, 2010, 
from 6:30 p.m. until 8 p.m. The funeral is scheduled 
for 11 a.m. Friday, Jan. 29, 2010, at the Nalley-Pickle 
& Welch Rosewood Chapel with graveside services 
to follow at Mt. Olive Memorial Park.

In lieu of flowers, please donate in Jewel 
Anderson’s name to a charity of your choice.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Betty ‘Tootle’ Krager
Betty “Tootle” Krager, 59, of Big Spring died 

Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2010, at her residence. A vigil ser-
vice will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 28, 2010, 

at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Rosewood Chapel. Funeral servic-
es will be held at 2 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 29, 2010, at the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Catholic Church 
with Msgr. Bernard Gully officiat-
ing. Interment will follow at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

She was born Nov. 7, 1950, in 
Stevens Point, Wisc., and married 
Gary Krager on July 22, 1989, in 
Big Spring.

Betty was a lifelong resident of Big Spring. She 
graduated from Incarnate Word College in San 
Antonio in 1969 and was the first boarding student 
to become student council president.

She worked as an administrative assistant at the 
Big Spring State Hospital. She enjoyed gardening 
and cooking. She was a member of Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
and was the church organist for many years.

Survivors include her husband, Gary Krager of 
Big Spring; her daughter, Kathryn Krager of 
Arlington; her granddaughter, Alexia Edmondson 
of Arlington; one brother and sister-in-law, Thomas 
and Vonda Ross of Midland; one niece, Jennifer 
Ross; and one nephew, Sam Ross.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Walter 
and Betty Ross; and one brother, Richard Ross.

The family suggests memorials be made to Home 
Hospice, 111 E. Seventh St. Suite A, Big Spring 
79720; or  the American Cancer Society c/o Carolyn 
Brooks, P.O. Box 2121, Big Spring 79721-2121; or to 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church, P.O. Box 951, Big 
Spring 79721-0951.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Marcela Rivera
Marcela Rivera, 47, of Big Spring died Wednesday, 

Jan. 27, 2010, at Medical Center Hospital in Odessa 
following a one vehicle accident in Howard County. 
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

Frank Salazar
Frank Salazar, 84, of Big Spring died Wednesday, 

Jan. 27, 2010, at his residence. Services are pending 
at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
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Business Opportunity
PART-TIME ACTIVITY Coordi-
nator for Non-Profit organiza-
tion needed. Community center 
located in an apt. community. 
Person must have experience 
w/families & children. Must be 
motivated, creative, resourceful 
& love to plan activities. Teach-
ing background is a plus, and 
must be able to start immedi-
ately! Rewarding position that 
motivates & empowers resi-
dents. $15/hr (44 hrs/mo) 
Email resume- emiles@ti-f.org.

Garage Sales
SATURDAY ONLY 8am-? 
1808 E. Hwy 350 behind Fire-
house Grill: twin bed, couch & 
loveseat, clothes, toys, baby 
items, breakfast table w/chairs, 
restaurant countertop fryer, 
wedding decorations, dishes, 
electric stove, microwave, 
misc. restaurant supplies, tons 
of  misc.

WORKSHOP LIQUIDATION/
50 Years. 3 Riding lawnmow-
ers, gas welder/ assessors, drill 
press, bandsaw, air compres-
sor, tools, sanders, drills, vices, 
grinders, electrical, work 
benches, ladders, shelving, 
wood variety, chains, fishing, 
patio, yard. Saturday & Sunday 
8am-5pm. 402 Rocco Road.

Help Wanted
$$$$Immediate Opening$$$$

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

We recognize that our employ-
ees are our greatest asset, 
proiding flexible schedules and 
one of the most attractive 
benefits packet.

Currently hiring the following 
positions:

Licensed Vocational Nurse- 
2 Positions
Shift- 2-10

Salary Based On Experience
1809 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring, Tx 79720
(432)268-8387

Fax (432)268-1987 
“Equal Opportunity Employer”

badominguez@
sears-methodist.com

ADVERTISING SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

The Big Spring Herald is look-
ing  for  an Individual  to sell 
advertising    in    our     retail  
department.
If you like people, have sales 

experience (advertise sales a 
plus), are a team player, have 
dependable transportation, are 
organized,  pay  attention to 
details, are creative, and like to 
make money, we want to talk 
to you. We offer an established 
account list, benefits, paid va-
cation, mileage reimbursement, 
base salary plus commission.

Apply in person at
710 Scurry 

send resume to:
Big Spring Herald Advertising

P.O. Box 1431
Big Spring, TX 79721
or email resume to:

advertising@
bigspringherld.com

AMERIMEX RIG Movers, LTD. 
is hiring for CDL Drivers with 
wench truck experience. Must 
have a clean Class A CDL. 
Call (432)264-1579 ask for 
Danny.

BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a responsible, depend-
able Full Time Shipping Clerk. 
Position involves physically 
working with ice cream prod-
ucts in a cold environment. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
reliable   transportation.   No 
experience necessary, we will 
train. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Apply in 
person at: 401 East Interstate 
20, Big Spring, TX 79720.

COASTAL TRANSPORT
We are now hiring drivers to 
deliver petroleum products in 
and around surrounding areas 
of the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Clean driving record
Please contact our office M-F 
8am/5pm for more information 
1-888-527-7221.

Help Wanted
CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Water Temporary Plant-

Operator
Communications Officer

Utility Service Worker
Maintenance Worker

Administrative Secretary*
Wastewater  Plant-

Operator 
Maintenance-

Superintendent
Purchasing Agent

Heavy Equipment Operator- 
Sanitation

Heavy Equipment Operator- 
Streets

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

Seeking CNA’s to work for 
CBA Clients. Weekdays  & 

Weekends.    Hourly    Rate. 
Call: Liz 1-800-458-3257 

Monday-Thursday 8-5 
Friday 8-12 

E.O.E.

EARN UP to $150 /day Under-
cover Shoppers Needed to 
Judge Retail & Dining Estab-
lishments Experience Not Re-
quired Call Now 
1-800-565-8079

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $500.00 
Weekly. Call after 7:00p.m. 
(432)684-5418.

Food Service - Great People - 
Real Opportunities

Administrative Assistant
5-Day Work Week 

Now hiring a motivated individ-
ual to work at our  food service 
operation @ the Big Spring 
Correctional Complex. Starting 
salary $12.00-$15.00hr DOE 
annual incentives based upon 
performance. Must be able to 
effectively communicate via 
Word and Outlook. Must be 
proficient with Excel and have 
working knowledge of financial 
statements and record keep-
ing. Must be detailed orien-
tated. Must pass drug test, 
background check & have a 
clean or repairable credi re-
cord.

Please apply in Person @ 
2004 1st Ave. Bldg #48, 

Big Spring, Texas 
432-263-2366 

for location & directions only
EOE & AA Employer M/F/D/V

HIRING PCA’S
In the Big Spring area.

Interested applicants please 
contact:

San Angelo CCD
1-800-687-1291
or apply online at

http://www.outreachhealth.com
OHS is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer

LEARNING TREE Academy 
now hiring friendly energetic 
Pre-school Teacher with High 
School Diploma or equivalent. 
Experience preferred, but will 
train right person. Apply in per-
son.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW ACCEPTING applica-
tions for mental health aide at 
Wood Care Center Assisted 
Living. Night shifts. Various 
Hours. Apply in person at 2607 
Chanute.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is taking applications for 
a cook. Experiance a plus. Ap-
ply in person at 501 W. 17th 
Street.

Pediatric Private Duty 
Nurses needed for 

Immediate Openings!!
*Benefits
*Mileage paid
*Competitive Wages
*Sign-On Bonus!!

RN or LVN licenses required.
Fulltime night position available 

in Big Spring.
Call Kristi Young, RN @ 
432-550-1721 or fax resume to 
432-550-1717 today!

Help Wanted
PORTER           HENDERSON
Implement Company is seeking 
motivated, hard working tractor 
technicians. Must have your 
own tools and a clean driving 
record. Contact Dwight at 
(432)263-8344.

PROPERTY MANAGER for 
new 112 units. Apartment com-
munity in Big Spring, Must 
have strong organizational and 
management skills with the 
ability to work independently. 
Experienced prefer, but not re-
quired. Hourly plus medical, 
401K, vacation. Please fax re-
sume to: (254)793-2775.  EOE

TEXAS NURSE
Connection, Ltd.

RN’ LVN’S CNA’s
NEEDED FOR ALL SHIFTS

(325)670-0090
Texasnurseconnection.com

Instructional
PIANO LESSONS

Beginners through Advance. 
Years of teaching experience. 

2607 Rebecca.
Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
FIREWOOD- SEASONED

Mesquite, Pecan & Oak
Delivered and Stacked

$330.00 per cord
$180.00 per 1/2 cord
Call (432)978-3328

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818, 512-913-8297 
or 325-650-4544.

FOR SALE: Power Chair- 
$1200.00  OBO;   Whirlpool 
Dehumidifier- $40.00. Call to 
see (432)288-5904.

LEATHER LIVING Room Set 
with tables, brand new in 
boxes, only $675. Factory war-
ranty. 432-664-8980
……………………………………
2 Piece Queen Mattress Set 
New in plastic with warranty. 
$150. 432-664-8980.

NEW MICRO Fiber Sofa and 
Love seat with warranty. $545. 
432-664-8980
……………………………………
Brand Name 3 pc King Pillow 
Top Mattress set has warranty 
$250. 432-664-8980.

WROUGHT IRON style Queen 
Bed. Brand New $225. 
432-664-8980
……………………………………
New Full Mattress set with 
frame and warranty. $185. 
432-664-8980.

Lost and Found
LOST CHIHUAHUA about 2 
yrs. old. Black and Brown. Had 
white collar on with tags but no 
address. Last seen on Laurie 
Street and Parkway. Please 
call (432)816-2263.

LOST ON Dixie Street female 
Boston Terrier. Black- white/ 
brindle, no collar. Needs medi-
cation. If found please call 
(432)263-0819.

HEIDI (dachshund) is still lost, 
was last seen on Carleton 
Street. Heidi is a blonde w/red 
spots and has been spade. 
She has  been missing since 
1/16/10. Has collar, with name, 
address, and phone#s. There 
is a $200. dollar Reward for the 
return of Heidi. If info, please 
call (432)263-4515, 213-8904 
or 213-8066 please!!!!!!!!!!

Miscellaneous
PILLOWTOP MATTRESS
SETS, WAREHOUSE PRIC-
ING FOR THE PUBLIC THIS 
WEEK ONLY. FULL’S $175, 
QUEENS $195, KINGS $295. 
ONLY 9 SETS LEFT. LIMIT 
TWO.  806-549-3110................

SECTIONAL, LIKE
LEATHER???? GREAT FOR 
FAMILIES AND ENTERTAIN-
ING, BRAND NEW STILL, 
LIST $2300, SELL $1090. 
OBO, 806-549-3110.................
Moving out......bedroom set, 
great for someone getting 
started. Brand new from fac-
tory. $590. 806-549-3110.........

Pets
FREE TO good home 1/2 Pit 
bull & 1/2 Chow puppies. Very 
playful and friendly. Call 
(432)599-4228.

Pets
FREE TO good home male 
Chihuahua, 3 yrs. old. Great 
with kids. Call (432)268-3152.

PUPPIES- 8 weeks old. 3/4 
Anatolia, 1/4 Pyrenees. NICE!! 
$100.00. Call (806)487-6878 or 
(806)759-6446.

Real Estate for Rent
3621 CONNALLY- 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath, CH/A, fenced yard, tile 
floors, carpeted bedrooms, No 
pets, No HUD. $700.00 month, 
$400.00 deposit. Call 
(432)816-1464.

109 East 16th., 1 Bdrm duplex. 
$295. month, $160. deposit. 
Water paid. Call 432-263-2394, 
417-808-0376.

1311 TUSCON 2 bdr, 1 bath, 
garage Tile and wood floors, 
CH/A, 600/month 550/deposit.
432-213-4647.

1504 B Wood. 2 bdrm,  1 bath 
Duplex. All bills paid.  $600.00 
month, $500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)212-3646.

1505 TUCSON. Remodeled 
Four bedroom, two bath, CH/A. 
$750.00 Month, $500.00 de-
posit. No HUD, No pets 
non-smokers preferred. Refer-
ences required. Call 
(432)270-3849.

1509 LANCASTER- 3 bdrm, 
1 bath, CH/A., fenced yard. No 
pets. $525.00 month, $400.00 
deposit. Call 432-263-1792.

1ST MONTH Free Rent with 
One year lease. Good Credit 
Only. Completely Remodeled 
with crown molding, new appli-
ances. $595. Monthly. Please 
Call  (432)816-7104.

2 BEDROOM, 1 bath, garage, 
Clean. No pets, non smoking 
environment. Credit/ Back-
ground check. $750 month plus 
deposit. Call (432)413-0394.

3202 AUBURN 3 bdr, 1 bath, 
garage, tile and wood floors, 
CH/A $675/month $600/de-
posit. 432-213-4647.

3704 CALVIN, 3 bedroom, 1 
bath brick, CH/A.  $700. Month, 
$400. deposit. No HUD. No 
Pets. Non-smoker. References 
required. Call (432)270-3849 
for more information. 

All BILLS PAID
2 Bdrm, 1 bath 

Apartment 
with Cable 

$699/month
Call (432)263-1252

BUILDING FOR Rent- 501 
East 1st Street (Big Spring). 
$350 month, $350 deposit & 1 
year lease required. Please 
contact Lucy (432)263-5000 for 
more information.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

CORPORATE FULL Furnished 
Housing. Great for work crews 
on minimum 1 month assign-
ments.  New washer & dryer, 
refrigerator, microwave, linens 
provided. Call (432)816-7104.

NEW LISTING- 1104 East 11th 
Place (Front Duplex)---------- 
Appliances, Central Air, 
drapes, huge apartment. $465. 
month, $350. deposit. Call 
Jose (469)878-4967.

OFFICE SPACE for Rent at 
1510 Scurry. Call 
(432)213-0492.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 

1, 2 & 3 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking

No application fees
No credit checks
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

SMALL BUILDING for Rent- 
1308 Highway 350 (Big 
Spring). $250 month, $250 de-
posit & 1 year lease required. 
Please contact Lucy 
(432)263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee

!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

Real Estate for Rent
TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.

2 & 3 Bdrm Available
Various Discounts
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

TLC Property Management
$199 New Year’s Special

2 & 3 bedroom 
houses available for rent

Easy & Fast Move-In Process
Call (432)264-6337

for availability

TWO BEDROOM house for 
rent. Stove and refrigerator fur-
nished.  Near High School. Call 
(432)264-0872.

Real Estate for Sale
2 BEDROOM, 2 bath Mobile 
Home for Lease or Sale on 
North Service Road off I-20 
East of Big Spring. Coahoma 
ISD. Call (254)643-1145.

3613 HAMILTON- 3 bedroom, 
2 bath, den, attached garage, 
CH/A. Needs a little TLC.  Call 
(432)816-3251.

BRICK HOME- 402 Rocco Rd. 
Coahoma ISD. 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. 
Attached garage, large shop, 
storage building, water well, 
storm windows, acreage. Call 
(432)393-5315.

FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)213-0521.

FOR SALE By Owner: Garden 
City home. 5,500sq. feet home. 
Indoor swimming pool and 
hot-tub. Lots of storage. Call 
(432)270-8575.
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com
LAKE LOT Bargain 2+ Acres- 
$24,900. Includes FREE Boat 
Slips! Beautifully Wooded, pri-
vate access to spectacular 
160,000 acre recreational lake! 
In Kentucky. Enjoy infinity- 
edge pool, miles of walking 
trails, private park, more. Ex-
cellent financing. Call now 
1-800-704-3154 
kylakesale.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
HIGHLAND SOUTH

2280 Sq. Ft. 3 bdrm, 2-1/2 
bath. Nice view on 1 acre. For 
more information call Vista 
Ridge New Construction 
Homes @ (432)816-3877 or 
(432)816-9215.

NEWLY RENOVATED 4004 
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call 
for info. 432-212-3646.

NICE ESTABLISHED neigh-
borhood- 1312 Sycamore, 3/2, 
fenced backyard w/garage. 
Nicely Landscaped. 
$59,500.00. Owner Financing 
or Cash.  Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

OWNER   FINANCE- Take 
Advantage of The first time 
home buyers credit and let the 
Government pay your down 
payment.
1411 Sycamore 3/2- $489 mo.
1104 Pickens 3/1- $440 mo.
1303 College 3/1- $463 mo.
1307 Mt. Vernon 3/1- $351 mo.
1300 Wright 2/1 fixer upper- 
$217 month.
For more info call Tracy at 
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE, $3,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 432-213-0521.

THE GOVERNMENT has a 
One Time Discount in Buying a 
2 thru 6 bedroom home. Bad 
Credit OK, No Out of Pocket 
Down Payment and Military 
Discount. (432)263-3461 Rosa.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
2006   ACURA TL-    (Silver) 
4 door, 51,000 miles. $19,500. 
OBO. Call 432-268-1065 or 
213-4561.

Legals
Notice of Application for 

Commercial Oil and Gas Waste 
Disposal Well Permit

CJ Energy, LLC, P.O. Box 2812, 
Midland, TX 79702 is applying to 
the Railroad Commission of Texas 
for a permit to dispose of produced 
salt water or other oil and gas 
waste   by  well  injection  into  a 
porous formation not productive of 
oil or gas.

The applicant proposes to dis-
pose of oil and gas waste into the 
Clearfork, Formation, Carpenter 
Lease, Well Number 1.  The pro-
posed disposal well is located 9.5 
miles North of Garden City in the 
Deadwood (Wolfcamp) Field, in 
Glasscock  County.  The  waste 
water will be injected into strata in 
the subsurface depth interval from 
4800 to 6500 feet.

LEGAL AUTHORITY:  Chapter 
27 of the Texas Water Code, as 
amended, Title 3 of the Texas 
Natural Resources Code, as 
amended, and the Statewide Rules 
of the Oil and Gas Division of the 
Railroad Commission of Texas.

Requests for a public hearing 
from persons who can show they 
are adversely affected or requests 
for further information concerning 
any aspect of the application 
should be submitted in writing, 
within fifteen days of publication, to 
the Environmental Services Sec-
tion, Oil and Gas Division, Railroad 
Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 
12967, Austin, Texas 78711 (Tele-
phone 512/463-6792).
#6413 January 28, 2009

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

Visit Us
Online

at
bigspringherald.com
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Robbing granny to reward Wall Street

Health-care reform: A good start

W
hen I grew up in 
Texas, the dance we 
all learned was the 
Texas two-step. But 

times have changed. The next 
big dance these days could be 
called the Social Security double 
shuffle. A good 
number of sena-
tors are waltzing 
to the music of the 
“let’s cut Social 
Security” crowd 
by trying to sell 
a solution to the 
deficit designed 
to hack apart the 
government-guar-
anteed retirement 
plan we’ve had 
since the 1930s.

Led by Budget 
Committee mem-
bers Kent Conrad (D-N.D.) and 
Judd Gregg (R-N.H.), they’re 
pushing a bipartisan Commis-
sion for Responsible Fiscal 
Action to solve the country’s 
red-ink problem. Sounds pretty 
good on the surface. Who’s not 
for responsible fiscal action? 
Trouble is, this kind of commis-
sion subverts the democratic 
process. It uses a fast-track 
approach that forces Congress 
into an up-or-down vote on its 
recommendations. No debate, no 
amendments, no consulting with 
constituents.

Though such a commission is 
supposed to consider all options 
for cutting the deficit, many see 
it as an attack on elders. “It is 
clear from their press release 
that Sens. Conrad and Gregg 
have painted a big red target on 
Social Security and Medicare,” 
Sen. Max Baucus (D-Minn.) 
warned. “That’s what this com-
mission is all about. It’s a big 
roll of the dice for Social Secu-

rity and Medicare.” Public inter-
est groups like the Leadership 
Council of Aging Organizations, 
a coalition of national not-for-
profit organizations focused on 
the well-being of America’s 87 
million older adults, oppose the 
idea too.

Women’s groups are par-
ticularly outraged at the Senate 
penchant for dancing with Wall 
Street fat cats. Whether we like 
it or not, women are still the ma-
jority of low-wage workers in the 
United States. That means they 
have less to contribute to the 
system, and lower returns when 
they retire.

“The average Social Security 
recipient receives $13,860 an-
nually, less if you are a woman. 
The fact that Sens. Conrad 
and Gregg think the way to fix 
budget shortfalls is to make 
seniors poorer is shocking and 
laughable first, because Social 
Security doesn’t contribute in 
any way to the national deficit, 
and second, because essentially 
Congress has allowed $150 bil-
lion in Wall Street bonuses,” 
stated Ashley Carson, executive 
director of the Older Women’s 
League. “Robbing grandma to 
reward Wall Street fat cats is not 
sound economics.”

Women are far less likely than 
men to have a company-provided 
pension, and when they do get 
one, it’s most often based on a 
lifetime of lower earnings. So 
women depend on Social Secu-
rity more than men. Women are 
also the majority of caretakers 
when a spouse dies and leaves 
young children (who draw Social 
Security until they’re 18). Many 
single-parent families couldn’t 
make it without this feature of 
Social Security — but nobody’s 
talking about what will happen 

to disability and survivor pay-
ments if the system is shredded.

Widows would lose too — and 
women who get divorced. So-
cial Security now protects both 
groups with guaranteed benefits 
based on spousal earnings, even 
if they tended home and hearth 
while hubby went out to work. 
Without Social Security, an as-
tonishing 59.2 percent of elderly 
women would live in poverty.

Neither Wall Street, nor an 
unaccountable commission, 
brought us to a national retire-
ment system with guarantees we 
can’t outlive, payments that are 
indexed to inflation and benefits 
that help the middle and lower 
earners more than the rich. 

That came to us courtesy of a 
forward-looking congressional 
leadership that created a system 
which spends less than 1 percent 
of its revenue to administer 
the largest benefit program in 
America.

And one more thing: Social 
Security isn’t part of the deficit 
problem — it actually ran a $180 
billion surplus last year.

Even if this commission is 
shot down this time around in 
the Senate, it’s bound to be back. 
Bad ideas have a way of doing 
that. 

Let the Budget Committee bar-
ons shuffle across the floor with 
the big gamblers on Wall Street 
if they want to. 

Just don’t ask ordinary people, 
particularly women, to pay the 
piper with reduced retirement 
benefits.

Martha Burk is a political 
psychologist, women’s issues 
expert and director of the Corpo-
rate Accountability Project for 
the National Council of Women’s 
Organizations.

W
hen you strip off 
the rhetoric and the 
partisan politics and 
remove the fear fac-

tor, the health-care legislation 
working its way to President Ba-
rack Obama’s desk is, for most 
Americans, the 
healthiest medi-
cine ever offered. 
Sure, there are 
missing pieces and 
probably things 
that should not be 
there. Instead of 
trying to produce 
perfect reform leg-
islation, which has 
failed in the past, 
the Democrats in 
Congress, under 
pressure from 
Obama, have made 
a good start.

The legislation provides a ba-
sic structure that will, in time, 
shelter almost all Americans 
from the high cost, selective 
availability, inefficiency and in-
justice of American medical care 
as it is today. When implement-
ed and tweaked, the new medi-
cal care system will bring the 
United States more in line with 
the other industrialized nations. 
Being at the bottom of the list, as 
we are today, is a disgrace.

We need to focus on both our 
short- and long-range health-
care goals. In the long term, our 
nation needs medical care to be 
affordable for all. We want medi-
cal care to be competent and 
cost efficient, preferably given 
by the doctor and the hospital of 

our choice. We would like to feel 
secure knowing that no matter 
how sick we get, we won’t go 
broke trying to save our lives or 
quality of life. Medical care must 
be available for those with a pre-
existing condition or a genetic 
high-risk factor, or those who 
lose their jobs, or whose employ-
ers go out of business.

And wouldn’t it be nice if 
medical care was seen as a right, 
rather than a source of enor-
mous profit to others? Insurance 
companies shouldn’t force us 
to bet against the odds on our 
health. If we can’t afford the 
drugs, even the best diagnosis is 
of no benefit.

Although the vast majority 
of Americans, including phy-
sicians, nurses and hospital 
administrators, embrace these 
goals, none really exist in 
this country — except for the 
wealthy. Does the pending leg-
islation head us towards these 
goals? And is this enough? Do we 
have to score the very first time 
we get the ball? Let’s look at the 
short term.

The legislation imposes on a 
free-enterprise, for-profit medi-
cal delivery system a new and 
important objective: access for 
all. The United States is at long 
last on the road to having regu-
lated medical care, not only for 
the older citizens who now enjoy 
Medicare, or the indigent, who 
have some access to Medicaid, 
but for everyone.

Just take the ability to get 
insurance as an example. Cur-
rently, whether you can even get 

insurance is entirely up to the 
insurance companies and they 
can exclude “pre-existing condi-
tions.” Sure, the company may 
let you buy insurance and pay 
a standard premium, but they 
exclude from coverage the one 
risk for which you really need to 
be insured: a disease or ailment 
to which you seem vulnerable.

Insurance coverage limits are 
another example. Currently 
there are ceilings on the obliga-
tion of the insurance company to 
pay your medical bills. You may 
think you’re insured against 
ruinous medical costs, when in 
fact you’re not. The insurance 
company walks away from cov-
erage at just the time when your 
medical bills become ruinous. 
Those limitations will be out-
lawed in all insurance policies.

Unfortunately, it seems the 
final legislation won’t do much 
to achieve the other key objec-
tive of systemic cost reduction. 
Health-care industry lobbyists 
won that round. But what we’re 
getting is a foundation on which 
an informed public and a respon-
sible Congress can build long-
term goals of affordable health-
care rights for all.

So let’s not quibble about 
how the structure isn’t the way 
we personally want it, that it 
seems unfinished, perhaps not 
big enough, or short of certain 
features. It’s not that the glass is 
half-full or half-empty; it’s that 
there is finally a glass at all.

John Steel is a lawyer and the 
former mayor of Telluride, Colo.

F
or a great many of us, it’s been decades 
since we were in high school, and to some 
extent, there’s a consensus that we were 
more mature and “had it tougher” than 

the current generation.
That’s probably been the case for years. It’s cer-

tain that our parents felt the same way, and so, 
we’re sure, was the case with their parents.

However, Big Spring High School student Han-
nah Weber recently provided the Herald with a 
story about the BSHS Student Council that was 
thought-provoking at the very least.

She penned a story about the student council 
holding a fund-raiser for the American Red Cross 
to help with the Haiti Relief Effort.  

If BSHS students want to donate to the Big Spring 
High School Haiti Relief Fund, they can bring their 
money to the BSHS front office. In addition, a table 
set up in the lunchroom through Friday and stu-
dent council representatives will be working the 
table and taking donations.

Weber’s story noted that student council officers 
have been working to make it as easy as possible 
to give a donation for Haiti — creating posters and 
hanging flyers to help spread the word about the 
fund-raiser. 

There will also be a program called “Hats for Hai-
ti” on Friday. Faculty and students can wear hats 
that day if they pay $2. Funds created will also go 
to the Red Cross Haiti Relief Effort.

On another front, a new “Talk About It” program 
has been started at the high school that allows stu-
dents to e-mail specified teachers about problems 
they may be having in school, at home, or even 
threats they may hear in the hallways at school.

Talk About It allows students to report problems 
and incidents on a range of topics — bullying, 
gangs, threats of violence, suicide, cheating, drug 
and alcohol abuse, pregnancy, depression, stress, 
physical abuse, self-mutilation, sexual harass-
ment, date rape, weapons in school...

In other words, the program allows students to 
discuss any personal issue and concern, while re-
maining anonymous. However, there’s more to the 
program than a chance to discuss various topics.

Student council members took a day recently to 
tell classmates in history classes how to use the 
“Talk About It” program. They explained that it 
is easily accessible through the school’s website, 
showed them how to send and receive messages, 
answer polls, take surveys and play games.

BSHS also has plans to move all student elections 
to the “Talk About It” program.

Primarily though, “Talk About It” is designed to 
allow good people to stand up and help put a stop 
to unsafe problems. It also wants to help give kids 
a new confidence in themselves, by being able to 
open up to an adult that cares but will not know 
who the student is.

Well, we here at the Herald aren’t all that sure 
we had it rougher than today’s students, and these 
two examples also have us wondering if we were 
quite as mature.

BSHS students
have us thinking
a little differently

letter policieS
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

a SMall prayer

The more we sow with You, Lord, the more we 
reap.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$6.75

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month

Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 LAWN SERVICE

20
13

32

Fall Cleanup • Hauling
Tilling • Tree Trimming

• Clean Out Storage Buildings
• Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
Low Cost Metal Roofing

INSURED • BONDED
FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478           432-213-6943
174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

 PLUMBING

2
0
9
4
4
6

Kinards Plumbing
Bathroom, Remodeling, 
Repipes,Tile Showers,

Gas, Water and Sewer Lines
Free Estimates

432-264-0285
270-5521

ML# 18687

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
Speedy

Construction
We Do It All!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical

AC, Roofs, New Additions
Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep

Phone: 432-816-3832
Cell: 432-816-3832

24
Hr.

Sr.
Disc.

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

20
09

39

Ron's Construction
Bath, Kitchen, Home Remodeling, 
Painting, Repairs, Tile, Drywall, 
Cabinets,  Countertops,  Storage 

Buildings, Patios. 

(432) 213-7686
Free Estimates

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Low Cost Metal Roofing

Insured • Bonded
$500,000 General Liability

FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

 SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

ROOFING

210340

Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,

Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences, 

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...

Since 1996   (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvaro Palacios - Owner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

HOUSE LEVELING
Affordable Foundation Co.

•House Leveling •Mold Removal •Floor Bracing
•Insulation •Concrete Repair •Brick Repair

•Roofing •Handyman Service
uLocally Owned       uLicensed - Bonded
u40 yrs Experience       uFree Estimates

Sr. Citizen Discount
Big Spring

(432) 270-2926
Snyder

(325) 574-7888
209334

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Specializing in Patch Jobs/

Whole Roof Metal, Shingle, 
Tile & Flat, 
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE
Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Call

(432) 935-1835

20
93

23

TREE TRIMMING

209328

MYT
Monico's Yards & Trees
432-263-5461
432-213-2608

Prune Trees, Shrubs,
and Hedges

LAWN SERVICE
209325H & L

LAWN SERVICE
Mowing, Hauling, Estate, 

Garage Sale, Other Cleaning 
Out, Rent Houses, Storage Shed, 

Small Shed and Teardowns.

268-3065

AC & HEATING

Johnson Heating Conditioning
Air & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating Units 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

TELEPHONE SERVICES

Telephone, Data and Fiber repair and install.
 Work on all phone and data systems

      Commercial & Residential

Senior Citizen Discount
E-mail: circleccommunications@yahoo.com

(432) 264-0992           Fax: (432) 264-0934
24 Hour Service

Circle©Communication



Obama urges nervous Dems to 
fight on for health care, jobs

WASHINGTON (AP) — Caught 
between disgruntled voters and a 
president urging them to press ahead 
on divisive issues such as health 
care, Democratic lawmakers must 
soon decide whether Barack Obama 
is leading them toward statesmanlike 
courage or political folly.

Obama used his first State of the 
Union speech Wednesday to try to hit 
the reset button on health care and 
to offer a hodgepodge of tax breaks 
and other incentives to create new 
jobs. He mixed overtures with digs 
toward Republicans. But he mainly 
addressed fellow Democrats, who 
still can enact his agenda if they 
overcome fears fueled by events such 
as last week’s stunning GOP victory 
in the Massachusetts Senate race.

That setback may have cost 
Democrats their filibuster-proof 
Senate majority, Obama said, but 
“we still have the largest majority in 
decades, and the people expect us to 
solve some problems, not run for the 
hills.”

He accepted partial blame for the 
deep troubles facing his health care 
push, but he implored lawmakers to 
finish the task rather than yield to 
public opposition.

“The longer it was debated, the more 
skeptical people became,” Obama 
told the joint session of Congress 
and a nationwide TV audience. But 
health care problems will continue 
for millions, he said, and “I will not 
walk away from these Americans, 
and neither should the people in this 
chamber.”

The president devoted most of his 
65-minute speech to job-creation pro-
posals, such as eliminating capital 
gains taxes on small business invest-
ment and extending tax breaks for 
businesses to invest in new plants and 
equipment. But those proposals also 
face uncertainty in Congress, where 
Senate Democrats say they may need 
a selective, piecemeal approach to 
win enough votes.

International allies seek to map 
eventual exit from Afghanistan

LONDON (AP) — Major world pow-
ers opened talks Thursday seeking 
an end to the grinding conflict in 
Afghanistan, drafting plans to hand 
over security responsibilities to local 
forces and quell the insurgency with 
an offer of jobs and housing to lure 
Taliban fighters to renounce vio-
lence.

Afghan President Hamid Karzai 
greeted delegates from about 70 
nations and institutions in London, 
seeking to win new international 
support after more than eight years 
of combat which is threatening to 
exhaust public good will in the West.

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton, U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon and NATO chief Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen also joined talks 
aimed at setting targets to transfer 
security control of several Afghan 
provinces to the local police and mili-
tary by the end of 2010.

“This is a decisive time for the 
international cooperation that is 
helping the Afghan people secure and 
govern their own country,” British 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown said, 
opening the one-day talks. “This con-
ference marks the beginning of the 
transition process.”

Brown said the conference would set 
a target for Afghanistan to increase 
its military to 171,600 by Oct. 2011, 
and boost police numbers to 134,00 
by the same date. “By the middle of 
next year we have to turn the tide,” 
he said.

Karzai envisions Afghanistan’s gov-
ernment taking control of security in 
all 34 provinces by 2015, but said he 
expects foreign troops to stay in his 
country for up to a decade.

Toyota extending recall to 
Europe over floor mats, pedals

TOKYO (AP) — Toyota’s massive 
recalls over problem gas pedals in the 
U.S. are being extended to Europe, 
the latest blow to the world’s top 
automaker as it struggles to salvage 
its safety reputation.

The announcement Thursday in 
Europe comes after the company ear-
lier this week said it was suspending 
U.S. sales of eight models — includ-
ing the Camry, America’s top-selling 
car — to fix faulty gas pedals that 
could stick and cause acceleration 
without warning.

The scale of recalls over problems 
with sticking gas pedals and floor 
mats that can trap the accelerator 
have rapidly snowballed.

A week before the U.S. sales sus-
pension, Toyota issued a recall for 
the same eight models, affecting 2.3 
million vehicles. On Thursday, it 
announced an additional recall of 
1.09 million vehicles in the United 
States covering five models — 2008-
2010 Highlander, 2009-2010 Corolla, 
2009-2010 Venza, 2009-2010 Matrix, 
and 2009-2010 Pontiac Vibe.

Those steps came on top of a recall 
in late 2009 involving 4.2 million vehi-
cles amid concerns that floor mats 
could bend across gas pedals, causing 
sudden acceleration.

In Europe, Toyota is still unsure 
how many vehicles are affected.

Obama speech stiffens some 
spines on health care overhaul

WASHINGTON (AP) — Some con-
gressional Democrats are seizing on 
President Barack Obama’s fresh call 
for a sweeping health care overhaul 
as a message to show resolve and get 
the legislation done.

Yet doubters remain.
After a week of turmoil, due in 

large part to the Massachusetts spe-
cial election that denied them their 
filibuster-proof Senate majority, a 
few Democrats said the president’s 
strong boost for health care in his 
State of the Union address Wednesday 
stiffened their spines.

“I heard him basically issue a call 
to arms to renew the fight for health 
care reform,” Rep. Gerry Connolly, 
D-Va., said.

Whether it was enough remains to 
be seen. Some Democrats, particu-
larly moderates, were still gloomy 
about the health care bill’s chances 
even after hearing Obama’s request: 
“Don’t walk away from reform. Not 
now. Not when we are so close.”

Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La., put the 
odds of passing a comprehensive bill 
at “less than 50-50.”

Conservative activist told of 
New Orleans ‘project’ days 
before arrest

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Last 
month, protesters marched in front 
of Democratic Sen. Mary Landrieu’s 
office to criticize her support for 
health care legislation and complain 
that they couldn’t get through on her 
office phones.

Now Landrieu’s phones are at the 
center of federal charges against four 
men accused of trying to tamper with 

them. Among those arrested was 
conservative activist James O’Keefe, 
who gained notoriety last year with 
hidden-camera videos showing him 
dressed as a pimp exposing irregu-
larities in offices of the liberal com-
munity-organizing group ACORN.

Authorities said O’Keefe was using 
his cell phone to try to capture video 
of two of his fellow defendants in 
Landrieu’s office before their arrest. 
The two posed as telephone repair-
men in hard hats, fluorescent vests 
and tool belts and asked to see the 
phones at Landrieu’s office; one of 
them had a tiny camera in his hel-
met. The fourth is alleged to have 
waited outside in a car with a listen-
ing device to pick up transmissions.

Projects in California, Florida, 
Illinois are the biggest winners 
of high-speed rail grants

WASHINGTON (AP) — High-speed 
rail projects in California, Florida and 
Illinois are among the big winners of 
$8 billion in grants to be announced 
Thursday by the White House — the 
start of what some Democrats tout as 
a national rail-building program that 
could rival the interstate highways 
begun in the Eisenhower era.

Thirteen rail corridors in 31 states 
received funds. The White House, 
which supplied a list of the grants 
to reporters late Wednesday, billed 
the program as “high-speed rail,” but 
only the California project calls for 
trains with maximum speeds exceed-
ing the 200 mph achieved by some 
trains in Europe and Asia.

Some of the money will go toward 
trains with top speeds of 110 mph, 
while others — such as the $400 
million allotted to Ohio to connect 
Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton and 
Cincinnati by rail — will go toward 
trains traveling no faster than 79 
mph.

President Barack Obama and Vice 
President Joe Biden are expected 
to pitch the program as a boost to 
the economy at a town hall meeting 
Thursday in Tampa, Fla.
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(432) 263-7331

Make A Healthy
New Start

For You
And Your Family.

A Healthier
Lifestyle

Is One Of The Most
Important Things 

You Can Do.

Visit Your
Physician
Annually.

Health
and

Medical
Guide
PUBLISH DATE:

Friday. Feb. 28, 2010
DEADLINE: Friday, Feb. 19

Let us know if you’d like extra
copies to distribute in your lobby

RATES:
Full Tab Page:                 $600.00
Half Page:                         $365.00
Quarter Page:                 $205.00
Eighth Page                     $115.00
Sig Ad:                                 $60.00

You’ll want to advertise
in this directory. Readers

will use this to find
professional health

care services,
so call your ad rep today...
advertising@bigspringherald.com

209311www.bigspringherald.com

News in brief
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Dear Annie: My in-
laws live in a condomin-
ium about 35 miles from 
us. We visit them once a 
month. 

My father-in-law does 
not move around very 
well and is incontinent. 
He seldom leaves the 
condo. 

My mother-in-law still 
walks, but only to the 
grocery store or doctorís 
office. She is obviously 
beginning to slow 
down.

We know there will 
come a day when they 
are no longer able to 
stay in the condo. 
H o w e v e r , 
they have no 
intention of 
moving into 
a retirement 
community. 

They say, 
“We don’t 
want to live 
in a place 
where there 
are only old 
p e o p l e . ” 
Meanwhile, 
they know 
no one in 
their condo 
b u i l d i n g , 
where they have lived 
for 20 years, nor do they 
visit friends elsewhere. 

Several months ago, 
my in-laws bought a 
miniature poodle puppy 
that can only be 
described as neurotic. 

If anyone enters the 
condo, it will either hide 
or sit in a corner and 
growl. 

My father-in-law says 
the dog would get used 
to us if we visited more 
often, and once a month 
apparently isn’t often 
enough. 

Annie, we have three 
very active children, not 
to mention a house and 
chores and jobs to take 
care of. 

We visit the in-laws as 
often as possible, but we 
cannot see them every 
weekend simply so their 
dog can get to know us 
better. 

My husband says they 
are lonely and isolated, 
but I don’t think that is 
our responsibility. This 
is really beginning to 
become a problem. 
Please help. — Had It in 
Maryland 

 
Dear Maryland: Your 

husband is right — your 
in-laws are lonely. You 
are not responsible for 
their unwillingness to 
reach out to neighbors 
and friends, but try to be 
a bit more compassion-
ate. 

Since you are too busy 
to see them more often, 
suggest your husband 
visit his parents on his 
own. 

You also can look into 
caregiving services if 
their health interferes 
with their mobility.

Dear Annie: This is 
for “Feeling the Pain in 
Ohio,” who has trouble 
shaking hands because 
of arthritis. 

Why not make life a 
little more multicultural 
and try the Asian cus-
tom of bowing? 

Not only will it avoid 

handshakes, but it could 
help break the ice and 
start an interesting con-
versation. — Just a 
Thought from Georgia

 
Dear Georgia: Thanks 

for the idea. Here are a 
few more:

 
From Chicago: Try 

touching the back of the 
personís extended hand 
with your fingertips as 
you say, “I’d love to 
shake your hand, but 
itís too painful for me.”

 
Santa Fe, N.M.: Place a 

pencil in your hand 
w h e n 
g r e e t i n g 
c u s t o m -
ers. This 
will delay 
the hand-
shake and 
give you 
time to 
say, “I suf-
fer from 
a r t h r i t i s 
so please 
be gentle” 
b e f o r e 
o f f e r i n g 
y o u r 
hand.

 
Tennessee: A simple 

solution is to wear a 
noticeable wrist brace. 
Put it on the right hand. 
(If it’s on both hands, 
some folks will think 
itís a fashion accessory.) 
It can work wonders in 
letting them know to 
shake this hand very 
gently.

 Sarasota, Fla.: I 
am a self-defense practi-
tioner. When someone 
offers their hand, reach 
deep into their palm 
with your forefinger 
toward the base of their 
thumb. By doing this, 
the grip cannot be 
applied as forcefully. 

As an additional pre-
caution, firmly hold 
their right wrist with 
your left hand. This will 
allow you to help disen-
gage if it proves to be too 
painful.

Louisville, Ky.: I take 
the person’s hand in 
both of mine and gently 
pat their hand, saying, 
“I have a sore hand 
today.” I keep my hands 
flat. 

 
California: Actually, 

it’s more of a refinement 
on your suggestion, 
which was pretty good 
— to grab their wrist or 
arm instead of their 
hand. My idea is to use 
your left hand instead of 
your right. It will throw 
off their reflexes and 
slow them down just 
enough for you to win 
the grab contest. 

 
Annie’s Mailbox is 

written by Kathy Mitchell 
and Marcy Sugar, long-
time editors of the Ann 
Landers column. Please 
e-mail your questions to 
anniesmailbox@com-
cast.net, or write to: 
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 5777 
W. Century Blvd., Ste. 
700, Los Angeles, CA 
90045. 

® 2010 CREATORS.
COM 

College Test Prep with a Bite
(Family Features) Each year, 

millions of students gear up for a 
battery of pre-college testing. In 
order to help students do their 
best, Americans spend about $4 
billion dollars on classes, tutors, 
study guides and books.

While helpful, many test prep 
resources can be dull, making it 
more difficult for students to stay 
focused. To help make effective 
test prep more engaging, Wiley 
Publishing, Inc. has created a 
unique and exciting way for stu-
dents to build their vocabulary 
and raise scores using Stephenie 
Meyer’s popular “Twilight” 
series. 

The “Twilight” books have a 
very loyal following, particularly 
among teens. Many parents look-
ing to harness that passion into 
constructive study time find that 
the “Defining Twilight” guides 
are a perfect fit.

The series first began in June 
2009 with “Defining Twilight” 
and then expanded to include 
“Defining New Moon.” The third 
and latest book in the series, 
“Defining Eclipse: Vocabulary 
Workbook for Unlocking the 
SAT, ACT, GED, and SSAT,” will 
arrive in stores on May 24, just in 
time for the release of the movie 
“Eclipse.”

Author and test prep expert, 
Brian Leaf says, “Every time I 

see a newly administered SAT 
test, I am amazed at how many 
of the vocabulary words 
appear in the ‘Twilight’ books 
— words like solicitous, maca-
bre, inexorably, inure, bale-
ful, ecstatic, blithe, placate, 
haggard, belligerent, stymie 
and nebulous. Students who 
learn all the vocabulary words 
in the “Defining Twilight” 
series will absolutely raise 
their test scores.”

 “Defining Eclipse” has 40 
four-page chapters with well 
over 600 vocabulary words and 
synonyms. Just grab a copy of 
“Eclipse,” refer to the page 
where each vocabulary 
word appears, read the 
word in context, and come 
up with a definition. Then 
check definitions against 
those provided in the work-
book, make corrections, 
and complete the drills. 
Students will acquire 
vocabulary skills, learn 
synonyms, word parts, and 
memorization tools, and 
get drills and quizzes to 
integrate what they’ve 
learned.

To find out more about 
“Defining Eclipse” and 
other books in the series, 
visit cliffnotes.com.

The moon transits through her 
homeland on this eve of the full 
moon. While she’s in Cancer, she 
likes to inspire us to enjoy our 
own domicile as much as she 
enjoys hers. Clean the place up, 
and start something fantastic in 
the kitchen. It’s the perfect night 
to make an outrageously deli-
cious meal, even if you’re the 
only one who will be eating it. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19). It 
will be hard for you to buy a gift 
for someone else without pur-
chasing something for yourself. 
So get yourself 
something you 
really want. After 
all, you’ve been a 
pretty good friend 
to yourself, too.  

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). You’ll 
be drawn to glam-
our. Just thinking 
about the lights, 
music, parties and 
dancing gets you 
excited. Put your feelers out. You 
are closer to this fantasy than 
you know. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You 
not only capture the details, you 
revel in them. Nothing will go to 
waste in your world. You will 
collect the loose bits of life and 
make something substantial out 
of them.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). 
You will treat everyone fairly. 
This requires that you quietly 
assess situations before you act. 
Don’t borrow from the person 
you wouldn’t want to lend any-
thing to. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). If your 
stress level had a number (one 
being very relaxed and 10 being 
very stressed out), what would it 
be? Your awareness of the ten-
sion you hold in your body and 
mind will inspire you to release 
it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Someone who is helping you out 
might also unconsciously be try-
ing to control you. It makes this 
person nervous to think that you 
could ever withdraw your love, 
and he or she is working hard to 

secure it. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). What 

others think of you is none of 
your business. But that doesn’t 
stop you from wondering. Such 
opinions will shift moment to 
moment, so there’s no point in 
asking. Try harder not to care.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). 
Stoicism has its place, but not 
today. If you’ve truly been treat-
ed unjustly, speak up. Anyone 
who has ever been treated unfair-
ly will resonate with your plight, 
and together you can find 
answers. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). You’re still spinning over a 
recent event, so it may be chal-
lenging to stay present. That’s 
why it’s important to double 
check that you blew out your 
candles and turned off your elec-
tric burners.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Submit your brilliant ideas to 
the people who might be able to 
promote them — and you. This 
could involve the purchase of a 
list of professionals. Invest in 
yourself. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Boring work causes your escap-
ist tendencies to kick in. Make a 
game of it. Be amused by your 
fantasies. Will you scale a moun-
tain peak or lollygag on a tropi-
cal island? In your mind, you can 
do it all.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Be 
careful not to compromise more 
than is fair or good for you. If 
someone tells you that he is will-
ing to meet you halfway, be sure 
you both agree on the actual dis-
tance between you. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Jan. 
28). Extra charisma is yours to 
wield this year. You don’t wish to 
control anyone other than your-
self, and yet you are such a pow-
erful presence that you will gain 
admirers and followers. A move 
in February will inspire you. 
Agreements made in March ben-
efit you financially. June brings 
additions to your family. 
Sagittarius and Virgo people 
adore you. Your lucky numbers 
are: 30, 1, 4, 22 and 18.

A S T R O L O G I C A L 
QUESTIONS: “Here’s what hap-
pens when I go out on a date with 
my Aries boyfriend. He doesn’t 
open the door for me, he walks in 
front of me, and he talks about 
himself in nauseating detail for 
the rest of the night. What’s crazy 
is that my friends say he’s been 
like this the entire two years 
we’ve been dating and I’m just 
now starting to notice. What’s 
even crazier is that I still want 
him to be my boyfriend. He’s 
cute, he has good job, and I’d 
rather have a boyfriend than not 
have a boyfriend. What’s an 
Aquarius girl to do?” 

An Aquarius girl is to get a life. 
And this is the perfect time to do 
it. With the sun, Venus and 
Neptune all transiting your sun 
sign, you’ll feel empowered to do 
what you couldn’t do before. For 
instance, say: “Walk with me. 
Open my door and let me order 
first. And by the way, listen to 
this story about what happened 
to me today” If saying these 
things doesn’t help the situation 
with your headstrong Aries beau, 
an Aquarius girl might even be 
so bold as to think life is actually 
pretty dreamy, even without a 
boyfriend!  

CELEBRITY PROFILES: 
“Idol” runner-up Adam Lambert 
is willing to go to great lengths 
“For Your Entertainment” and 
has proved to be one of the most 
theatrical, surprising and com-
pelling “Idol” contestants yet. 
This musical Aquarius has his 
moon in independent Aries and 
lucky Jupiter in Scorpio, the sign 
of counterculture and transfor-
mation. His Venus in Capricorn 
declares a stellar work ethic. 

If you would like to write to 
Holiday Mathis, please go to 
www.creators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on the Holiday 
Mathis page, or you may send her 
a postcard in the mail. To find out 
more about Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, visit the 
Creators Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

® 2010 CREATORS.COM

Holiday

MatHis

KatHy MitcHell
Marcy sugar
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THE TAX SHOP
207 W. 10TH        264-7563

(BEHIND THE MEDICINE CENTER PHARMACY)

TAX PREPARATION*
1040 EZ..................$40.00
1040A.....................$60.00
1040.......................$75.00

*INCLUDES E-FILE

FULL RAL REFUNDS IN ONE
CHECK IN 24 HOURS OR LESS

WITH RAL APPROVAL
FREE ESTIMATES

210405

21
06

45

H&R BLOCK®

Preparing America’s Taxes Since 1955

1512 S. Gregg
Big Spring, Texas 79720
Tel: (432) 263-1931
Fax: (432) 263-1402
www.hrblock.com

Midwest Finance &
Income Tax Service

Hablamos Español

E-File today,
get your money
back in as little
as 24 hours*

FAST & FRIENDLY
SERVICE

(432) 263-1353
or (432) 263-1440

See Cathy or Lisa

*With approved R.A.L. Some restrictions may apply. See Store for details.

600 S. Gregg • Big Spring, TX 79720

210621

Tax
Preparation

& E-filing

Call For After Hours Availability
501 East 3rd St.              432-267-4591

• Free Estimates
• Fast Refunds Within
  24-48 Hours
• Electronic & Paper Filing

Now You 
Can 

Get Your 
Money
Even 

Faster!!!

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 p.m.
Thursday Open Until 8 p.m.

OPEN SATURDAYS

SECURITY
FINANCE

INCOME TAX REFUND LOANS
Most within 24 hrs.

When you qualify for a refund anticipation Loan

4 Tax preparation  and E-Filing available
4 Open year round
4 No cash needed
4 15 years experience
4 Certified Tax Specialist

Fast Friendly Service!
Free Estimates

JoAnn Palacios
Manager

1011 Gregg Street
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-263-6914

 87 Auto Sales

210 Gregg • 263-2382 111 Gregg • 267-8787 203 Gregg • 714-4787

Tax Refund Sale We Finance You
2000 F350 7.3 Powerstroke

4X4

$14,950 $18,950

$17,950

$3,950

WE FINANCE

$19,950

$19,950

WE FINANCE

2005 F150 Flareside XLT
39K, "One Owner"

2005 Lincoln Navigator
"All Options"

2007 Chevy Z71
"Extra Nice"

2004 Ford E2500 Cargo Van
"Great Buy"

2003 Chevy Suburban LT
"6 To Choose From"

2006 Toyota FJ Cruiser 
"New Car Trade"

2004 F250 King Ranch 
4x4 Powerstroke

2003 F150 Supercrew
"3 To Choose From"

209134

SOLD

SOLD

Voters to president: Less talk, more action
LAS VEGAS (AP) — 

When Al Melquist voted 
for Barack Obama in 
2008, the unemployed 
software engineer was 
drawn to the politician’s 
charisma and prom-
ise of solutions for the 
nation’s economic woes 
and wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq.

In the time since, 
Melquist has given up 
looking for work. The 
house in Las Vegas 
where he lived sits 
empty and bank-owned 
after his landlord didn’t 
make mortgage pay-
ments for 13 months. He 
is burning through his 
savings and doing Web 
site work to make ends 
meet for his family of 

five, while working on 
his own startup.

Millions of Americans 
like Melquist tuned in 
to the president’s State 
of the Union address 
Wednesday night, ach-
ing for solutions but 
wary — aware that in 
too many places voters 
are no better off today 
than when they lifted 
Obama into the White 
House.

Many have become so 
disillusioned with their 
economic situations 
that they are tired of all 
the politics and prom-
ises and want action.

“He just says so many 
things,” the 41-year-old 
Melquist said of Obama. 
“I just don’t trust what 

he says is actually going 
to happen.”

Obama acknowledged 
in his speech that eco-
nomic devastation 
remains — in jobless-
ness, shuttered busi-
nesses and declining 
home values — and the 
change he wanted every-
one to believe in “has 
not come fast enough.” 
He also declared that 
it’s time to “seize this 
moment” and “get seri-
ous about fixing the 
problems that are ham-
pering our growth.”

While Obama’s 
attempt to recon-
nect with everyday 
Americans hit the notes 
many expected to hear, 
some wonder whether 

he and other lawmak-
ers can follow through 
and actually get things 
done.

Jeorge Carrillo 
watched the speech on 
TV between attending 
to patients during his 
night shift as an emer-
gency room nurse in 
Miami Beach. 

Carrillo expressed 
deep disappointment 
that a health care bill 
has not passed and criti-
cized Obama for mak-
ing broad statements 
without offering spe-
cific plans, but he was 
glad to hear the presi-
dent urge lawmakers 
not to let health reform 
languish.

“I’m cautiously hope-

ful,” said Carrillo, 47, 
who voted for John 
McCain in 2008. “You 
talk a good talk, now 
walk the walk. Let’s see 
you walk the walk.”

Obama’s focus on 
jobs was especially 
important in states like 
Nevada and Michigan.

In Nevada, rapid tour-
ism growth has col-
lapsed in a spectacular 
two-year meltdown of 
job losses, foreclosures 
and bankruptcies. 

The state posted the 
highest foreclosure 
rate in the nation last 
year, with more than 
one of every 10 housing 
units hit with at least 
one foreclosure filing. 
The unemployment 

rate was 13 percent in 
December.

Melquist said after the 
speech that he wished 
Obama would have talk-
ed only about jobs and 
the economy.

“He talked about too 
much stuff,” Melquist 
said. “A normal 
American who is trying 
to make ends meet, we 
don’t really care about 
Iraq. We don’t really care 
about Afghanistan. We 
don’t really care about 
health care reform.”

In Michigan, unem-
ployment hit 14 percent 
in 2009.

Michigan resident 
Dianne Impullitti sim-
ply exclaimed “Yes!” 
when Obama said job 
creation must be the top 
priority in 2010.

Impullitti, who is 
studying renewable 
energy at a community 
college after losing her 
job as an automotive 
tool designer in August 
2008, called the speech 
hopeful and said she 
was worried jobs had 
taken a back seat to 
health care.

“I was definitely 
encouraged by things 
he said and the things 
he plans on putting 
out there,” she said. 
“Now, I want to see the 
details..”

Eric Dixon of 
Philadelphia said he 
wished he had heard 
more from Obama about 
efforts to help people 
who experience racial 
and employment dis-
crimination. He did like 
the president’s proposal 
for a 10 percent tax cred-
it for employers.



Today is Thursday, Jan. 28, 
the 28th day of 2010. There are 
337 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 28, 1980, in what 
became known as "the Canadian 
Caper," six U.S. diplomats who 
had avoided being taken hos-
tage at their embassy in Tehran 
flew out of Iran with the help of 
Canadian diplomats.

On this date:
In 1547, England's King 

Henry VIII died; he was suc-
ceeded by his 9-year-old son, 
Edward VI.

In 1853, Cuban revolutionary 
Jose Marti was born in 
Havana.

In 1909, the United States 
withdrew its forces from Cuba 
as Jose Miguel Gomez became 
president.

In 1915, the United States 
Coast Guard was created as 
President Woodrow Wilson 
signed a bill merging the Life-
Saving Service and Revenue 
Cutter Service.

In 1916, Louis D. Brandeis 
was nominated by President 
Woodrow Wilson to the 
Supreme Court; Brandeis 
became the court's first Jewish 
member.

In 1945, during World War II, 
Allied supplies began reaching 
China over the newly reopened 
Burma Road.

In 1960, the National Football 
League awarded franchises to 
Dallas and Minneapolis-St. 
Paul.

In 1973, a cease-fire officially 
went into effect in the Vietnam 
War.

In 1978, fire swept through 
the historic downtown Coates 
House hotel in Kansas City, 
Mo., killing 20 people.

In 1986, the space shuttle 
Challenger exploded 73 seconds 
after liftoff from Cape 
Canaveral, killing all seven of 
its crew members, including 
schoolteacher Christa 
McAuliffe.

Today's Birthdays: Musician-
composer Acker Bilk is 81. 
Actor Nicholas Pryor is 75. 
Actor Alan Alda is 74. Actress 
Susan Howard is 68. Actress 
Marthe (cq) Keller is 65. Sen. 
Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) is 63. 
Actress-singer Barbi Benton is 
60. Evangelical pastor Rick 

Warren is 56. French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy (sahr-koh-
ZEE') is 55. Actress Harley Jane 
Kozak is 53. Movie director 
Frank Darabont is 51. Rock 
musician Dave Sharp is 51. 
Rock singer Sam Phillips is 48. 
Rock musician Dan Spitz is 47. 
Country musician Greg Cook 
(Ricochet) is 45. Gospel singer 
Marvin Sapp is 43. Singer Sarah 
McLachlan is 42. Rapper Rakim 
is 42. DJ Muggs (Cypress Hill) 
is 42. Actress Kathryn Morris 
("Cold Case") is 41. Rhythm-
and-blues singer Anthony 
Hamilton is 39. Rock musician 
Brandon Bush is 37. MLB play-
er Jermaine Dye is 36. Singer 
Joey Fatone Jr. ('N Sync) is 33. 
Rapper Rick Ross is 33. Actress 
Rosamund Pike is 31. 

® 2010, The Associated Press. All 
rights reserved.
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HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID
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This Date 
In History

 WFAA ^
 Dallas

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Daybreak 
News 

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... Cortes (Off Air) Paid Paid Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

(:34) News Married... Ministerio-
Vida

Paid Paid Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

Daybreak 
News 

Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Arthur Big Grill Ab Se Paid Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life SavedBell Upd Martha Robison Paid Total Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Meyer Paid Paid Charmed Sunday Best Agent SportsCenter 
Paid SavedBell Sid Paid Paid Ab Se Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Hatchett Fresh Pr. Super Cash Cab The AMC 
Project

CSI: NY Charmed The 
Mo’Nique 

Handy SportsCenter 
Hatchett Fresh Pr. Dinosaur Cash Cab Movers

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

The People’s 
Court

Live Regis & 
Kelly

Corazón 
Partido

Fresh Pr. Bible Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab Movie: Kiss 
Kiss, Bang 
Bang 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Supernatural Jamie F. Jungle ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Payne Swallow Cash Cab Jamie F. Chugging

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen DeGe-
neres

The Price Is 
Right

Just CCM Clifford A Haunting CSI: Crime 
Scn

ER Game Tigger SportsCenter 
Anita Home Im Faye H. Word Game Einsteins

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Paid Necesito una 
Amiga

Judge Young & 
Restless

Pecados 
Ajenos

Rachael Ray Home Im How Can Super A Haunting Movie: Star-
gate, Jaye 
Davidson 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Las Vegas Chris Movie: 
Smart House 

Winter X 
Games 

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Jim Uri Harel Dragon Chris

  :PM
 12 :30

Midday News All My Chil-
dren 

Alma Indom-
able

Judge News La Tormenta Days of our 
Lives

Yes, Dear Upd Big World A Haunting CSI: Crime 
Scn

Las Vegas Movie: 
Heart and 
Souls, Alfre 
Woodard

SportsCenter 
Judge The Bold Yes, Dear Israel Garden Wizards

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Tormenta Judge Mathis As the World 
Turns

America The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Scrivner Healthy A Haunting CSI: Crime 
Scn

Cold Case Wizards-
Place

SportsCenter 
Raymond Holmes Julia Movie: 

Terminator 
2: Judgment 
Day, Edward 
Furlong 

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Gancho The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Payne Light of the 
Southwest

Fine Art A Haunting CSI: Crime 
Scn

Cold Case Jamie F. Wizards Tennis: Aus-
tralian Open, 
Men’s First 
Semifi nal. 

Lines
Jim Martha Jamie F. Wizards Baseball

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Jdg Judy El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Bonnie Hunt 
Show

Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil Raymond Maya A Haunting CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Game Montana NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. Judge A. King WordGirl Game Montana Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal-Deal Smarter Maria Ce-
leste

News King Dr W. Fetch Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Chris Montana Around
Deal No News Inside Ed. Friends Acquire Cyber Cash Cab Movie: The 

League of 
Extraordinary 
Gentlemen

Chris Montana Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Friends Granger BBC Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Phineas Around SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Offi ce Brad Business Cash Cab Deck Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Nombre-
Amor

Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Sanchez PBS News-
Hour 

County Jail UFC’s Ulti-
mate Fight 
Night 

NBA Tip-Off Wizards College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA.

College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA.

Ent. Ton. Wheel Two Men Ent. Ton. Millionaire Seinfeld Dr. Montana

  :PM
 7 :30

The Deep 
End 

The Deep 
End 

Hasta que el 
Dinero

Bones Live for the 
Moment

Más Sabe el 
Diablo

Commun Movie: 
Stomp the 
Yard, Ne-Yo

Upd Heritage Cook County 
Jail

Movie: Su-
perman Re-
turns, James 
Marsden 

NBA Basket-
ball: Boston 
Celtics at 
Orlando 
Magic.

Monica Movie: 
Hatching 
Pete

Parks Sprna Parks Monica

  :PM
 8 :30

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Sortilegio Fringe CSI: Crime 
Scene

Perro Amor Offi ce Light of the 
Southwest

Antiques 
Roadshow

Flipped: A 
Mobster

TNA iM-
PACT!

Movie: 
Soul Plane, 
Method Man 

College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA.

Winter X-
Games 30 Rock Phineas

  :PM
 9 :30

(:01) Private 
Practice

(:01) Private 
Practice

Mujeres 
Asesinas 2

Simpsons The Mental-
ist 

Victorinos The Jay 
Leno Show

Fam. Guy Soundstage Flipped: A 
Mobster

Phineas
Friends Fam. Guy NBA Basket-

ball: Dallas 
Mavericks 
at Phoenix 
Suns.

Montana

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Lopez 
Tonight

Upd Charlie Rose Cook County 
Jail

Prisoners-
Ctrl

The 
Mo’Nique 

Wizards College 
Basketball

SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero TMZ Letterman Titulares Tonight Show Van Impe Movie: Pred-

ator, Jesse 
Ventura

Deck

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Gancho Law & Order: 
SVU

Decisiones Name Bill Cloud BBC Flipped: A 
Mobster

MAN Wendy Wil-
liams

Suite Life NFL Live
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late Night Name Swallow T. Smiley Trailers So Raven Final

  :AM
 12 :30

Paid Torrente, un 
Torbel

Paid Sex & Upd (Off Air) Flipped: A 
Mobster

MAN Inside the 
NBA 

Movie: 
Soul Plane, 
Method Man 

Cory X Center SportsCenter 
News Paid King-Hill Insider Pagado News Sex & World MAN Kim

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Paid Mujer... Paid Ent. Ton. Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Lopez 
Tonight

Light of the 
Southwest

BTK Movie: Alien 
3, Charles 
Dance 

Unsolved 
Mysteries

Saving 
Grace 

Replace Winter X 
Games

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Cero RENO 911 Paid Pagado Emperor

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:05) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Paid (:07) Up to 
the Minute

Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: The 
Whole Ten 
Yards

Paid Unsolved 
Mysteries

Cold Case The Deal Dragon Baseball NFL Live
Paid RENO 911 Pelicula: 

Feliz Año, 
Amor Mío

Paid Proud Tennis: 
Australian 
Open, Men’s 
Second 
Semifi nal.

Final

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: Go Last Call How Can Paid Paid NUMB3RS Inspira Recess SportsCenter 
Early Tdy Sanchez Paid War of the 

Colossal 
Beast 

Paid Paul Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married... Moody Comfort Paid NUMB3RS BET Inspira-
tion

Lilo Stitch SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Dr. Paid Paid Lilo Stitch
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