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by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

It appears the county’s 2009 decision to 
switch its law enforcement software over 
to SMART software systems might not have 
been so smart, as the Howard County com-
missioners agreed Monday to seek a lawsuit 
settlement with the company.

Commissioner Jerry Kilgore made the mo-
tion to allow County Attorney Joshua Ham-
by to pursue a settlement to the suit between 
the county and Taylor-based SMART Public 
Safety Software, which was approved unani-
mously by the court.

Commissioner Jimmie Long 
was not present for the meeting.

According to County Judge 
Mark Barr, county offices utiliz-
ing the SMART software will be 
switching back to the system the 
government agency used before 
the completion of the new jail fa-
cility.

“We’ve been with the SMART 
software since the jail opened last year,” 
said Barr. “The software has not operated 
satisfactorily for the jail or any of the other 

See SmART, Page 3A

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Howard County commissioners gave the 
go-ahead to a contract with Compass Group’s 
Canteen Correctional Services to provide 
food services at the county jail, but officials 
say it’s too early to say how much the move 
will cost or save.

Commissioners voted unanimously — with 
Precinct 3 Commissioner Jimmie Long ab-
sent — to enter into the contract, with Com-
missioner Jerry Kilgore making the motion 
and Commissioner Gary Simer providing 
the second.

Compass’ Regional Vice President Mark 
Keller made a presentation to the court dur-
ing the Monday morning meeting, explain-
ing the process by which the company will 
provide all materials and personnel to pro-
vide the jail with food service.

“We currently provide food services for 
Cornell Corrections, so we already have 

people in place,” said Keller. “We would be 
providing the same type of service to the jail 
that we are providing there. This includes 
three meals a day, a cold breakfast and hot

See mEALS, Page 3A

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

GARDEN CITY — A 65-year-
old Big Spring man was killed 
Monday morning after he 
and three co-workers were 
exposed to hydrogen sulfide 
gas at an oilfield site in Glass-
cock County, approximately 
15 miles north of Garden City 
near FM 461.

Johnny Mills was pro-
nounced dead just before 
noon, according to Glasscock 
County Sheriff Keith Burnett. 
Mills was an employee of Gar-
den City-based Sheridan En-
terprises. Mills’ co-worker, 
27-year-old Steven Waters, 
was rushed to an Odessa 

hospital after the pair were 
exposed to hydrogen sulfide 
while working on a tank bat-
tery.

According to officials, the 
pair were atop the tank battery 
when the gas was released. 
When emergency workers 
arrived on the scene, Waters 
had fallen to the ground from 
the tank, while Mills was dis-
covered unconscious atop the 
battery.

The pair were preparing to 
replace a set of tank batteries 
at the location when the ac-
cident occurred, according to 
unconfirmed reports.

See DEATH, Page 3A

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

More than 100 Big Spring 
Independent School District 
students will find out if their 
science projects pass muster 
when the district holds its an-
nual science fair Wednesday.

Judging of projects will be 
held from 9 a.m. until noon 
at Dora Roberts Community 
Center. The exhibits will be 

open to the public from noon 
until 2 p.m., at which time an 
awards assembly will be held 
at the community center’s ex-
hibition hall.

Projects from three divi-
sions will be on display — 
junior (grades 3 through 
5), intermediate (grades 6 
through 8) and senior (grades

See FAIR, Page 3A

HERALD Photo/Thomas Jenkins

Compass’ Regional Vice President mark Keller, right, explains the food services his 
company will be providing at the county jail facility to Howard County Commissioners 
monday morning, as the court voted unanimously to contract with the Arizona-based 
company.

H2S exposure
leads to local
man’s demise

Cornell meals provider 
hired by Howard County
Too early to know if move will save money, officials say

“We currently provide food services 
for Cornell Corrections, so we already 
have people in place. We would be 
providing the same type of service to 
the jail that we are providing there. 
This includes three meals a day, a 
cold breakfast and hot lunch and 
dinner.” 

—Mark Keller, Compass/ regional vice president

by STEVE REAGAN     

Staff Writer

COAHOMA — A person 
who left “disturbing” fliers 
on the vehicles of Coahoma 
High School students and 
staff in the past week has be-
come persona non grata at the 
school district.

The man, identified only as 

a white male in his 40s, left 
fliers on the cars of students 
and staff last week titled, 
“The Library of Congress Ex-
treme Oath and Induction of 
Jesuits.” The hand-written 
fliers also contained some 
violent and disturbing lan-
guage, including declaring

See FLIERS, Page 3A

ISD-wide science fair
scheduled Wednesday

Man who left 
fliers at school 
told to stay away

Still SMARTing, 
court to settle suit
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The Big Spring girls basketball 
team hopes Steer Gym treats them 
kinder than the Tiger Pit did Friday 
in Wolfforth.

The Lady Steers will try to rebound 
from a 63-13 loss Friday to Frenship, 
but the road won’t get any easier with 
Plainview coming to town.

““(Frenship) is good,” coach Mike 
Warren said Friday. “There’s no 
doubt, and Plainview’s probably bet-
ter than them so we have that to look 
forward to Tuesday.”

The Lady Steers have to find a way 
to give their sputtering offense some 
life. They will look to guard Bridgette 
Tuitt for offense, who has shown at 
times this season that she can score 
in a variety of ways.

The team will also need the play of 
senior Valerie Ross, one of the team’s 
best perimeter shooters. Ross has got-
ten off to a slow start this season, but  
she has shown she has the capability 
to score.

The boys, meanwhile, hope they 
can find some luck to shrug off a 
seven-game losing streak. The boys 

have been competitive in most of 
those games, but unfortunate circum-
stances have plummeted the team’s 
record to 9-12.

The boys held an 11-point lead at 
Brownfield on Friday, but let it slip 
away. They face a beatable oppo-
nent tonight in Andrews, which the 
Steers beat 60-47 in the Monahans 
Tournament earlier this year.

“Our confidence level may be down 
right now,” Morris said Saturday. 
“It’s just some kind of bad luck and 
poor timing, but we’ll get it togeth-
er.”

ST. LOUIS — Rory 
Russo will never forget 
that September night 
in 1998 as he watched 
Mark McGwire’s record-
breaking 62nd homer 
curl over the fence just 
inside the foul pole in 
left field at old Busch 
Stadium.

Everyone at the ball-
park was going nuts 
except Russo’s wife 
— she had picked that 
inopportune moment for 
a trip to the restroom.

“She missed the whole 
thing,” Russo said 
Monday.

Too bad for her. For 
Russo, it was a moment 
the lifetime Cardinals 
fan still cherishes, even 
after McGwire’s often-
criticized congressional 
testimony in 2005 led 
many in baseball-crazy 
St. Louis to conclude 
“Big Mac” was a ste-
roids user.

On Monday, McGwire 
confirmed it, saying he 
used steroids over sev-
eral seasons, in both 
Oakland and St. Louis, 
including that 70-homer 
season of 1998.

The admission was 
all the talk here on 
Monday, even if it was 
hardly a surprise. But 
for the most part, fans 
were ready to forgive 
and — if not forget — at 
least move on.

“It’s not surprising but 
I’m still disappointed,” 
said Chris Freidhoff, 28, 
who manages Hotshots, 

a bar in the shadow of 
Busch Stadium. “Really, 
Mark, the whole time 
you were a Cardinal you 
were using? I mean, I 
figured he did it, but not 
the whole time.

“But I’ll give him 
another chance,” 
Freidhoff said. “At least 
he apologized, even if it 
did take him a while.”

St. Louis has seen its 
share of baseball glory 
— 10 world champion-
ships and 17 pennants 
have made the team 
baseball’s most success-
ful outside of the New 
York Yankees. And few 
seasons have generated 
as much excitement as 
1998.

The Cardinals 
acquired McGwire at 
midseason a year ear-
lier, and even that sea-
son, he made a run at 
Roger Maris’ record of 
61, ending 1997 with 58.

From the outset in 
1998, McGwire was 
ahead of Maris’ pace. 
Fans lined up to get in 
for batting practice just 
to watch McGwire.

Adding to the excite-
ment was the fact that 
Sammy Sosa of the 
rival Chicago Cubs was 
matching McGwire 
homer for homer. By 
September, it was clear 
both men had a shot to 
top Maris. Both eventu-
ally did — Sosa hit 66.

McGwire tied and set 
the record at home — 
against the Cubs. On 

LEVELLAND — 
Tuesday night was 
the Josh Watkins and 
Carlos Emory show.

Watkins scored 17 of 
his 21 points in the sec-
ond half and Emory was 
7-of-12 from the floor, 
including two 3-point-
ers, for 16 as the Hawks 
edged South Plains 59-47 
on the road for their first 
conference win and 10th 
straigh victory.

The South Plains 
defense focused on stop-
ping Howard leading 
scorer Jae Crowder, 
which opened the 
door for Watkins and 
Emory.

“Carlos (Emory) can 
shoot the ball outside, 
and he played really 
well tonight,” head 
coach Mark Adams 
said. “Josh (Watkins) 
has done that all year 
for us. He didn’t get off 
to a great start, his shot 
selection wasn’t very 
good in the first half, 
but I thought he stepped 
up in the second half.”

Howard (14-1, 1-0) 
started fast behind 
Emory, who scored 10 of 
Howard’s first 19 points 
to help the team build 
an 11-point lead through 
the first 10 minutes. 
The Hawks led by as 
many as 14 in the first 
half, but South Plains 
struck back in the final 
minutes of the first half 
with a 8-0 run to make it 
27-21 at the break.

“They had the momen-
tum going into halftime, 

so we knew that coming 
back out we had to get 
on them,” Adams said. 

Howard opened the 
second half on a 7-2 run 
led by Watkins, who got 
to the basket with a foul 
and started a fast break 
off a steal that led to an 
Emory dunk.

South Plains battled 
back to cut the lead to 
four at 34-30 at the 14:20 
mark, but that was as 
close as they would 
come as Howard pulled 
away down the stretch.

“I thought we made 
some adjustments in 
the second half,” Adams 

said. “I thought the 
key to the win was our 
bench. We had more 
depth than they did, but 
both teams played like 
it was a heavyweight 
slugfest.”

Howard shot 42 per-

LEVELLAND — As 
well as the Howard 
College Hawks played 
through the early por-
tion of the season, 
Tuesday night was not 
their night.

The young Hawks let 
multiple opportunities 
slip away in the sec-
ond half of their 51-44 
loss to South Plains in 
Levelland, committing, 
as coach Earl Diddle 

called them, “mental 
errors.”

“I thought we were 
really sluggish,” Diddle 
said. “We’ve been 
off a week, and I just 
didn’t think we were 
really ready to play. I 
was pleased with cer-
tain components of the 
game, but we couldn’t 
play well enough long 
enough.”

The Hawks drop to 
14-2 on the season and 
0-1 in WACJAC confer-
ence play. South Plains 

improved to 10-6, 1-0 in 
conference.

Kelsey Canavan and 
Ashlyn Green led South 
Plains with 10 points 
apiece. Canavan fin-
ished with a double-
double, and her post 
counterpart Jasmine 
Taylor scored eight and 
grabbed nine rebounds. 
ToiEasha Cooper 
grabbed 10 rebounds as 
well as South Plains out-
rebounded the Hawks 
52-34 in the game.

“We didn’t block 

them out,” Diddle said. 
“We stood and watched 
the ball and they got 
loose on us, and they 
got where we couldn’t 
recover from that.”

Howard shot just 27 
percent from the field 
for the game. Tasha 
Tubbs, the team’s lead-
ing scorer, could not get 
in rhythm on the night, 
finishing 2-for-18 from 
the floor with eight 
points.

“We didn’t shoot the 
ball very well, but I 

think that happens on 
the road,” Diddle said. 
“You live by the jump 
shot and you die by the 
jump shot.”

Asia Reid was a bright 
spot for Howard College, 
grabbing a career-high 
15 rebounds to go with 
her 10 points. She kept 
Howard in the game 
with several cutbacks 
and shot 4-of-6 from the 
charity stripe.

“She was pretty 
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Missed opportunities haunt young HC Hawks
By JOE ZIGTEMA
Sports Editor

Tuesday’s hoops schedule
Check Wednesday’s Herald for results

Big Spring boys vs. Andrews, 7:30 p.m.
Big Spring girls vs. Plainview, 6 p.m.
Coahoma girls at Ballinger, 6:30 p.m.
Forsan at Baird, 6:30/8 p.m.
Grady vs. Klondike, 6:30/8 p.m.
Stanton vs. Midland Trinity, 6:30/8 p.m.
Sands vs. Dawson, 6:30/8 p.m.

Rotary Club to host
trout fishing contest

The Greater Big Spring Herald will host its third 
Annual Trout Fishing Contest for kids Saturday at 
the Comanche Park Lake.

The event is free and will be held from 1:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Registration will begin at 1 p.m. at the Dora 
Roberts Community Center. Kids 17 and under are 
welcome.

Prizes will be awarded. Call the Rev. Ken McIntosh 
at 517-4821 for more information.

Coaches’ meeting
scheduled in Midland

A West Texas All-Star and competitive fast-pitch 
softball meeting will be held in Midland on Feb. 6.

Recreational coaches will meet from 1-3 p.m. and 
competitive coaches will meet from 3-5 p.m.

The meeting will be held at the Clarion Hotel, 
4300 Business Interstate 20.

For more information, contact Freddie Ezell at 
638-3024 or Scott Stone at 631-8320.

Sports in brief

Herald Staff Report

HERALD PHOTO/Tony Claxton

Asia Reid shoots 
Tuesday in Levelland. 
The Hawks fell 51-44.

HERALD PHOTO/ Tony Claxton

Carlos Emory wins the opening tipoff Tuesday night against South Plains 
in Levelland. Emory scored 16 points and Josh Watkins scored 21 to lead 
the Hawks to their 10th straight win.

Watkins, Emory fuel Howard win

HERALD FILE PHOTO/ Tony Claxton

Tristian Clay and the Big Spring 
Steers will try to end a seven-game 
skid tonight against Andrews.

See WOMEN, Page 2B

BY JOE ZIGTEMA 
Sports Editor

See MCGWIRE, 2B

Cardinals fans react
to McGwire, steroids
Associated Press

Lady Steers set to host Plainview; Steers look to snap losing skid

See HC MEN, Page 2B



Tommy Ray Lucas
Tommy Ray Lucas, 65, of Big Lake died Sunday, 

Jan. 10, 2010, in a Big Spring hospital. Graveside 
funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. Wednesday, 

Jan. 13, 2010, at the Bold Spring 
Cemetery in West.

He was born July 26, 1944, in Clute. 
He had lived in Big Lake since 1995 
and worked in the oilfield as a 
pumper. He was a musician for 30 
years and had his own band, “The 
Desperado Band.”

Survivors include three daugh-
ters, Tammy Lucas, Lori Lucas and 
Mary Jane Lucas; two brothers, 

John Lucas and William Lucas; one sister, Pat 
Graham; his caregiver, Lupe Elizondo; and several 
grandchildren.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Bacilisa ‘Bessie’ Lara
Bacilisa “Bessie” Lara, 58, of Big Spring died 

Sunday, Jan. 10, 2010, at her residence. Vigil ser-
vices will be held at 7 p.m. Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel. Funeral mass will be held at 10 a.m. 

Thursday at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church with burial at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

She was born Aug. 25, 1951, in 
Monterey, Mexico. She moved to 
Big Spring 40 years ago from 
Colorado City. She worked for Big 
Spring ISD in the cafeteria at 
Runnels and Big Spring Junior 
High for 30 years, retiring in 2008. 
She was a Catholic.

She is survived by her husband, Lupe Lara of Big 
Spring; one son, Robert Lara of Orlando, Fla.; two 
stepsons,  Johnny Lara of Big Spring and Billy 
Yanez of Odessa; one step-daughter, Rosie Ovalle of 
Big Spring; and several grandchildren. 

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Johnny D. Mills
Johnny D. Mills, 65, of Big Spring died Monday, 

Jan. 11, 2010, in a local hospital. His services are 
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home 
& Crematory of Big Spring.
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Obituaries Police blotter

Take note

Support

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• KARISSA MITCHELL, 24, of 1213 Ridgeroad, 
was arrested Monday on a warrant from another 
agency.

• THEFT was reported in the 1100 block of 
Lamesa.

• TERRORISTIC THREAT OF A FAMILY/
HOUSEHOLD was reported in the 100 block of 
Carey.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
In the 3600 block of Hamilton.
In the 800 block of Third Street.
• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 

1900 block of N. Highway 87.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 59 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• RICARDO GARCIA, 44, was arrested Monday by 
the HCSO on a judgment/sentence (charge not pro-
vided).

• KARISSA RIQEL MITCHELL, 24, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
probation violation for possession of marijuana – 
two ounces or less.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 100 block of W. 21st 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of 
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported near RR 33 and Highway 
461. Three people were transported from the scene.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of Pine. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of 
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block of W. 
Marcy. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of 
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• GRASS FIRE was reported in the 1400 block of 
Boing.

Sheriff

Fire/EMS

Today's Weather
Local 3-Day Forecast

Wed

1/13

61/39
Partly cloudy skies.
High 61F. Winds S at
15 to 25 mph.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
6:02 PM

Thu

1/14

57/36
Showers. Highs in the
upper 50s and lows in
the mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
6:03 PM

Fri

1/15

43/31
Chance of showers.
Highs in the low 40s
and lows in the low
30s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
6:04 PM

Brownsville
63/54

Houston

60/46

Austin
56/45

Dallas
59/45

El Paso
59/36

Amarillo
62/29

San Antonio
58/49

Big Spring

61/39

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 61 43 pt sunny Kingsville 63 53 rain
Amarillo 62 29 sunny Livingston 59 39 pt sunny
Austin 56 45 rain Longview 57 41 pt sunny
Beaumont 58 43 pt sunny Lubbock 60 34 sunny
Brownsville 63 54 rain Lufkin 58 39 pt sunny
Brownwood 63 46 cloudy Midland 63 41 pt sunny
Corpus Christi 59 53 rain Raymondville 62 51 rain
Corsicana 58 43 pt sunny Rosenberg 61 46 pt sunny
Dallas 59 45 pt sunny San Antonio 58 49 rain
Del Rio 55 46 cloudy San Marcos 57 46 rain
El Paso 59 36 mst sunny Sulphur Springs 56 42 pt sunny
Fort Stockton 63 41 sunny Sweetwater 61 42 pt sunny
Gainesville 56 41 pt sunny Tyler 56 40 pt sunny
Greenville 54 40 pt sunny Weatherford 58 41 pt sunny
Houston 60 46 pt sunny Wichita Falls 60 40 mst sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 48 26 sunny Minneapolis 33 17 pt sunny
Boston 29 18 pt sunny New York 34 26 cloudy
Chicago 34 25 pt sunny Phoenix 69 46 pt sunny
Dallas 59 45 pt sunny San Francisco 55 42 rain
Denver 53 32 pt sunny Seattle 52 43 rain
Houston 60 46 pt sunny St. Louis 45 29 sunny
Los Angeles 66 47 rain Washington, DC 41 28 pt sunny
Miami 64 54 pt sunny

Moon Phases

Full
Dec 31

New
Jan 15

First
Jan 23

Full
Jan 30

UV Index

Wed

1/13
4

Moderate

Thu

1/14
2

Low

Fri

1/15
2

Low

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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Lottery
Results of the Texas 

Two Step drawing 
Monday night:

Winning numbers 
drawn: 17-22-26-27. 
Bonus Ball: 11.

Number matching 
four of four, plus Bonus 
Ball: 1. Prize: $675,000.

Winning ticket pur-
chased in: Arlington.

Results of the Cash 5 
drawing Monday night:

Winning numbers 
drawn: 1-24-32-33-35.

Number matching five 
of five: 1. Prize: $26,264.

Winning ticket pur-
chased in: Austin.

The winning Daily 4 
numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas 
Lottery, in order: 4-3-2-0. 
Sum It Up: 9.

The winning Pick 3 
numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas 
Lottery, in order: 1-0-0. 
Sum It Up: 1.

• The West Texas Amputees monthly meeting will 
be held Saturday, Jan. 16, at 11 a.m. at Health South 
Rehab Hospital of Midland, 1800 Heritage Blvd. For 
more information, contact Linda at (432) 684-6092.

• A class to become a certified Master Gardener is 
forming now and will begin Jan. 19. Cost is $85 per 
person and includes a workbook and live instruc-
tion. Those participating will be required to com-
plete 50 hours of classroom work and 50 hours of 
volunteer service. For more information or to reg-
ister, contact Shelley Borgstedte at (432) 664-9660, 
Joni Boyd at (325) 829-8398 or the county Extension 
service at 264-2236.

• Birdwell Lane Baptist Church is selling cook-
books to raise funds for the church. The cook books 
can be purchased by calling Pat Steen at (432) 263-
3035.

• T&P Federal Credit Union has set up an account 
for Arthur Hernandez Jr.  for medical expenses. 
Arthur has had numerous medical problems the 
past couple of years. He has had several surgeries 
on his stomach, the last one a few weeks ago. After 
the surgery he developed a staph infection. He is 
still in the hospital. The out-of-pocket expenses, the 
travel and expenses for his wife and many other 
numerous expenses are mounting up.  Please help 
Arthur and his wife Melinda in this difficult time 
and make a much-needed donation.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children 
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home.  CASA currently has 
10 active volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of 
Howard County in foster care. A class is forming in 
Howard County and 20 volunteers are needed. For 
more information on becoming a CASA volunteer, 
please contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

• The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded 
West Texas Opportunities Inc. $130,000 through the 
Texas Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment 
fund. WTO will assist current and former military 
personnel serving in Iraq or Afghanistan and their 
families. Funding will serve Howard, Martin, 
Andrews, Borden, Dawson, Ector, Fisher, Gaines, 
Glasscock, Midland, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry and 
Upton counties. For more information, contact 
Diana Martinez or Debbie Wilson at 110 Johnson in 
Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the 

First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels 
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are wel-
come. For more information, contact Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599.

• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m. and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 
more information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 

p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speak-
ers meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open 
birthday night, no smoking meeting the last 
Saturday of each month at 8 p.m.
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated 
in any row, column or box. 

sudoku

active,” Diddle said. 
“She got some numbers 
and played pretty well 
in certain parts of the 
game.”

The Hawks led for the 
better portion of the 
first half, building a 
six-point lead through 
the first 12 minutes. 
But a 12-0 South Plains 
run late in the first 
half gave South Plains 
a lead it would never 
give up, though the 
Hawks would threaten 
it later.

They tied the game 
at 28 and again at 36 
with nine minutes left. 
But every time Howard 
made a run to get back 

in the game, South 
Plains responded with 
a quick bucket at the 
other end. 

“I thought we gave 
up too many easy bas-
kets for them. Way too 
many easy baskets.” 
Diddle said. 

The Lady Texans used 
a 13-3 run to break the 
36-all tie going down 
the stretch. The Hawks 
cut the lead to five with 
a minute and a half left, 
and their press forced 
two straight turnovers. 
But poor execution 
down the court limit-
ed the Hawks’ scoring 
opportunities, and they 
were never able to capi-
talize.

“We thought we had a 
good chance to come in 
here and play well, and 

that’s the most disap-
pointing thing,” Diddle 
said. “I don’t think we 
played particularly 
well.”

The Hawks will try 
to rebound Thursday 
at home against New 
Mexico Junior College. 
Game time is 5:45 p.m.

S. Plains 51, Howard 44
Howard (14-2, 0-1)- Reid 

3-7 4-6 10, Tubbs 2-18 2-2 8, 
Bartelson 4-8 0-2 8, Ards 2-12 
1-2 7, Colbert 2-4 5, Murgel 2-3 
4, Fountain 1-4 2

South Plains (10-6, 1-0)- 
Canavan 4-10 2-2 10, Green 
5-7 10, Cooper 4-13 8, Romaine 
3-9 0-0 6, Griffin 2-7 2-3 6, 
Taylor 2-8 1-1 5, Ngobeni 2-6 4, 
McLee 1-2 2

Halftime 24-21 SPC; 3-point 
HC 5-17 (Ards 2, Tubbs 2, 
Colbert); SPC 0-4; Rebounds 
HC 34 (Reid 15), SPC 52 
(Cooper, Canavan 10); Assists 
HC 7 (Colbert 3), SPC 12 
(Green, Griffin 3); Turnovers 
HC 15, SPC 12; Blocks HC 2 
(Reid, Ards), SPC 5 (Canavan 
3); Fouls HC 12, SPC 12;

Sept. 8, with a national 
TV audience watching, 
McGwire lined a pitch 
from Chicago’s Steve 
Trachsel over the wall. 
He missed first base in 
his excitement, went 
back and touched it, 
then circled the bases 
as fireworks went off. 
Maris’ family was in 
the stands. McGwire 
hugged the Maris fami-
ly, hugged Sosa, hugged 
his young son, Matt.

It was a season that 
many said helped base-
ball recover from the 
damage caused by the 

1994 labor dispute that 
forced cancellation 
of the World Series. 
Congress honored 
McGwire and Sosa. 
Interstate 70 through 
St. Louis was dubbed 
“Mark McGwire 
Highway.”

McGwire admitted 
in 1998 that he used 
androstenedione, an 
over-the-counter mus-
cle enhancer banned 
by the NFL, IOC and 
others. But it was his 
evasive testimony at 
the congressional hear-
ing five years ago that 
seemed to sour many 
Cardinals fans. One of 
his questioners at the 
hearing, Rep. William 

Lacy Clay from St. Louis 
said McGwire’s name 
should be removed from 
the highway signs.

On Monday, some fans 
wondered why McGwire 
waited so long.

“The man went from 
a normal-sized human 
being to a behemoth,” 
said Jim Stevens, a 
55-year-old Cardinals 
fan eating a late lunch 
at the Broadway Oyster 
Bar next to Hotshots. 
“This is the move he 
should have made years 
ago.”

Many, though, said 
they’re willing to wel-
come McGwire back 
with open arms when 
he rejoins the Cardinals 

next season as a hitting 
coach.

“We’re good baseball 
fans, of course we’ll wel-
come him back,” Russo 
said. “I’m glad he’s our 
hitting coach.”

McGwire’s apology 
even seemed to win 
over one of his harshest 
critics.

“I’m glad he finally 
told the truth and has 
taken personal responsi-
bility for his mistakes,” 
Clay, the congressman, 
said in a statement. 
“He owes that to the 
Cardinals and to base-
ball fans everywhere. 
From my perspective, 
the issue is now closed 
and we move on.”

cent for the game, includ-
ing 45 percent in the sec-
ond half. South Plains, 
meanwhile, was held to 
34 percent from the floor 
and 1-of-11 from behind 
the arc.

Guard Tramar 
Sutherland led South 
Plains with 16 points and 
post Myles Walker put in 
12 to go with 11 rebounds. 
The Texans outrebound-
ed Howard 39-29 in the 
game, including 15 offen-
sive boards for South 
Plains. Crowder’s seven 
rebounds led the Hawks.

Howard plays again 
Thursday at  home  against 
New Mexico Junior 
College. Game time is 7:45 
p.m. at Dorothy Garrett 
Coliseum.

Howard 59, S. Plains 47
Howard (14-1, 1-0)- Watkins 

7-13 6-6 21, Emory 7-12 2-4 16, 
Crowder 1-6 4-6 6, Austin 1-4 2-2 
5, Obasi 2-3 4, Sundufu 1-2 3, 
Mentor 1-3 3, McGee 0-3 1-2 1

South Plains (10-4, 0-1)- 
Sutherland 6-12 4-6 16, Walker 
5-12 2-5 12, Ingram 3-11 6, Gross 
2-5 2-2 6, Orta 1-7 2-2 5, Brown 
1-2 2

Halftime 27-21 HC; 3-point- HC 
6-16 (Emory 2, Austin, Watkins, 
Sundufu, Mentor), SPC 1-11 
(Orta); Rebounds HC 29 (Crowder 
7), SPC 39 (Walker 11), Assists 
HC 9 (Watkins 4), SPC 8 (Orta 6), 
Fouls HC 17, SPC 15, Turnovers 
HC 12, SPC 13

HC MEN
Continued from Page 1B

WOMEN
Continued from Page 1B

MCGWIRE
Continued from Page 1B

ARLINGTON (AP) — 
Vladimir Guerrero will 
now be hitting in the 
middle of the lineup 
for the Texas Rangers 
instead of doing damage 
against them.

Guerrero and the 
Rangers finalized a one-
year contract Monday 
that guarantees him $6.5 
million and includes a 
mutual option for 2011.

“I feel good that I’ve 
had a lot of success hit-
ting here and I’m hop-
ing to help the team win 
and stay healthy and 
do the same things I’ve 
done in the past on this 
field,” Guerrero said 
through an interpreter 
during his introduction. 
“I’ve been well for the 
last couple of months 
and I’m just hoping to 

be healthy in 2010.”
The eight-time All-Star 

and former AL MVP 
passed a physical. His 
deal calls for a $5.5 mil-
lion salary this year and 
has a $1 million buyout 
of the option year.

Guerrero helped lead 
the Angels to five AL 
West titles the past six 
years and was the AL 
MVP in 2004, his first 
season in Los Angeles 
after beginning his 
career with Montreal 
from 1996-2003. He is a 
.396 career hitter against 
Texas, which finished 
second in the West last 
season, 10 games behind 
Los Angeles.

The Angels showed 
little interest in retain-
ing Guerrero, who had 
two stints on the dis-

abled list last season 
(torn right pectoral 
muscle and strained left 
knee) and turns 35 next 
month. Los Angeles 
signed free-agent slug-
ger Hideki Matsui and 
kept Bobby Abreu with 
a $19 million, two-year 
contract.

Guerrero is a career 
.321 hitter with 407 hom-
ers and 1,318 RBIs in 
1,850 career games. He 
is a .394 career hitter at 
Rangers Ballpark, with 
14 homers and 33 RBIs 
in 50 games at his new 
home.

“We’ve been on the bad 
end of this man’s bat for 
the last six years, taking 
some serious beatings 
from him,” general man-
ager Jon Daniels said. 
“I think we’re pretty 

excited to see him dole 
some of those out in our 
uniform.”

Guerrero, who will pri-
marily be the designated 
hitter but still play some 
outfield, fills one of the 
Rangers’ biggest offsea-
son wants with a power-
ful right-handed bat for 
the middle of the lineup 
with Michael Young 
and Josh Hamilton. The 
Rangers lost outfielder 
Marlon Byrd in free 
agency to the Chicago 
Cubs.

In the first 44 games 
of his career against 
Texas, Guerrero had one 
of baseball’s most pecu-
liar streaks: a 44-game 
hitting streak from 2004-
06, the longest stretch by 
any player against one 
team since at least 1957.

Plagued by the injuries 
last season, Guerrero hit 
.295 with 15 homers and 
50 RBIs in 100 games, all 
his lowest totals since 
he was a rookie for 
the Expos in 1997 and 
missed 52 games because 
of three DL stints.

“I don’t feel like I need 
to prove anything, just 
do my job,” Guerrero 
said.

Asked if he considered 
himself a DH, Guerrero 
said he was “not ready 
to make that commit-
ment in my head” 

“The whole key is 
that we’re going to do 
whatever we have to do 

to keep him healthy,” 
said manager Ron 
Washington, adding 
the slugger would play 
the outfield “here and 
there.”

Also, free agent Khalil 
Greene reached an agree-
ment on a one-year deal 
to become the Rangers’ 
utility infielder. Two 
people familiar with 
those negotiations told 
The Associated Press 
about Greene’s deal, 
speaking on condition 
of anonymity because 
the contract will not be 
finalized until Greene 
takes a physical later 
this week.

Slugger Guerrero completes 1-year deal with Rangers

Call to subscribe
263-7331



SMART
Continued from Page 1A

offices that have used 
it.”

Problems with the soft-
ware first emerged last 
year, around the time 
the jail was completed 
in late April, officials 
said, and contributed to 
a failed jail inspection 
performed by the Texas 
Jail Commission in Sep-
tember 2009.

“On the day of inspec-
tion it was discovered 
that not all of the in-
mates were classified, 
or some of the classifica-
tions were being done 
incorrectly,” County 
Jail Administrator Mike 
Dawson told the court 
following the botched 
inspection. “That’s ba-
sically keeping our se-
rious offenders — what 
we call a maximum 
offender — from be-
ing housed with some-
one like a 17-year-old 
brought in on a minor 

traffic offense.
“We have a classifi-

cation system. It’s ad-
ministered electroni-
cally with our software 
system, our SMART 
Public Safety software. 
To say the least, we’ve 
had issues with our jail 
management software. 
Sometimes the staff can 
enter all of the informa-
tion in and nothing but 
zeroes are printed out 
on the classification 
page. Unfortunately, I 
believe four of the 10 he 
(the inspector) pulled 
were nothing but zeroes 
on the classification 
page.”

Dawson said the prob-
lem was corrected by 
simply doing the clas-
sifications by hand, cir-
cumventing the SMART 
software.

“We’ve corrected that 
by following the recom-
mendation of the jail 
inspector, which is to 
adopt what’s called a de-
cision tree. It’s a paper 
form our staff is now 
doing,” said Dawson. 

“It goes very fast. You 
fill it out in ink, and we 
are basically going to 
do away with the clas-
sifications done by the 
SMART software. That 
way we’ll have a classi-
fication sheet thats done 
by hand, by the staff, 
and will eliminate these 
errors in classification 
and we’ll have the form 
in the file.”

According to Sher-
iff Stan Parker, issues 
with the classification 
print-outs weren’t the 
only problems he and 
his staff had with the 
software, which cost the 
county slightly more 
than $172,000.

“We’re working with 

SMART to resolve these 
problems,” Parker told 
the court in September. 
“We called them imme-
diately after the prob-
lems with the classifi-
cations was found, and 
they are working on it. 
However, I have to ad-
mit the software isn’t 
living up to our expec-
tations. It gets frustrat-
ing. We’ve depended on 
this software, probably 
more than we should 
have, and it bit us in the 
end.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com
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• Auction • Auction • Auction • Auction • Auction •

Auctions and Services Unlimited
Western and Firearms Auction

Saturday January 16th, 10am
1009 W. Industrial Midland, Texas

Preview 10 AM Friday
Annual COWBOY Auction

FIREARMS & AMMO: Hand guns and Long guns, Beretta, Rock 
Island Armory, Remington, Winchester, Marlin, Taurus, Universal 
Enforcer, Sig Sauer, Sturm Ruger, Ithica 1911, H&R, Ammo and 
more.
SADDLES & TACK: Billy Foster, Circle Y, Tom Porter, Steubben 
English, Several Kids Saddles, good selection of Tack and 
Fleming and Pierce Bits.
NATIVE AMERICAN: Nice Selelction of Arrowheads & Points 
mostly Texas.
JEWELRY: Spectacular 18k Gold Bedouin Jewelry, Silver and 
Turquoise Jewelry. Zuni, Hopi and Navajo, Concho Belt.
COLLECTIBLES & ITEMS OF INTEREST: Knives including 
Randall, Belt Buckles, Chaps, Scabbards and Holsters, 
Longhorns, Toy Cap Pistols, Coins, Lanterns, Military, Ephemera, 
Books and more.
ART: Original Jack Terry Oil, Peter Hurd, Wayne Baize, RC 
Gorman, Penni Ann Cross, Bill Owens, Tom Ryan, Larry Dyke, 
L.E. Davis, Charles Sawyer.

If you are unable to attend, it would be our pleasure to take your 
bid by phone, absentee bid or Internet with Proxibid

www.Proxibid.,com/asunlimited    www.auctionzip.com
www.auctionsandservies.com

432-683-2262 or 432-349-6774
Tim Watkins Tx Lic. 13861

10% Buyers Premium, Cash, Check, Credit Card

210650

Phone: (432) 263-5517                                         1701 Lancaster
                                                               Big Spring, TX 79720

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider” 209148

www.kellynewtoninsurance.com

COTTON & GRAIN SALES
NOW THROUGH MARCH 15

209140

300 Washington

109 E. 2nd1605 E. 5th

1706 Purdue

THE REAL ESTATE SHOP
263-(SOLD) 7653
(432) 213-2197
601 S. Main St.

Sue Bradbury
Broker-GRI-MLS

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR

DEALER

3206 E. F.M. 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E 3

1
6
4
0

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 01/31/10
178311

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Bacilisa "Bessie" Lara, 
58, died Sunday. Vigil 
services will be at 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel.  
Funeral Mass will be at 
10:00 a.m. Thursday at 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church with burial at 
Trinity Memorial Park.

FAIR
Continued from Page 1A

9 through 12)
Judging will be done in 

the following categories: 
Behavioral and social 
science; chemistry; en-
gineering; medicine and 
health; space science; 
biochemistry; computer 
science; environmental  
science; microbiology; 
zoology; botany; earth 
science; mathematics; 
physics; and team en-
tries.

A total of 142 entries 
were received for last 
year’s fair. Of that num-
ber, 92 were entered by 
elementary students.

The top three finish-

ers in a variety of sci-
ence fields, including 
chemistry, physics and 
engineering, will ad-
vance to the regional 
science fair, scheduled 
for March at University 
of Texas Permian Basin 
in Odessa.

The top three junior 
high school and high 
school finishers at the 
regional fair qualify for 
the state science fair to 
be held later this year in 
San Antonio.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

MEALS
Continued from Page 1A

lunch and dinner. Our personnel 
would come in at 8 a.m. to serve 
breakfast and prepare the lunch 
and dinner meals. After that, 
they would prepare the break-
fasts for the next day, and would 
usually be out of there around 7 
p.m. We will provide two people 
and have a third ready just in 
case something happens.

“These meals meet all of the 
requirements set by the Texas 
Jail Commission and are based 
on a 2,700 calorie per day diet. 
The truth of the matter is we al-
ready have the support in place, 
all within a mile away. I really 
feel like we can offer the most be-
cause of that.”

According to County Judge 
Mark Barr, Compass was the 
only company to supply a bid for 

the recent request, which was 
made after Jail Administrator 
Mike Dawson got the go-ahead to 
explore the idea in December.

Barr said companies like Com-
pass have the ability to purchase 
foods for less because they buy in 
volume, giving them a distinct 
advantage over small operations 
like the county jail.

“The lowest cost we found in 
Texas was Harris County, which 
pays 88 cents, and the highest 
was $2.50,” said Barr. “We sim-
ply don’t have the purchasing 
power that entities such as the 
school district have. That could 
improve if we go out for bids on 
these types of services.”

According to County Auditor 
Jackie Olson, meals at the jail 
have cost an average of $1.67 each 
since the jail opened the first part 
of May last year. However, ac-
cording to Dawson, the cost of 
meals changes from month to 

month, and without a full year 
of operation at the newly-built 
facility, it’s difficult to calculate 
the difference in cost between 
meals being served no and those 
to be served by Compass.

“We’re looking at an 11-cent in-
crease in the cost of each meal. 
Going by that alone, we’re look-
ing at an overall increase of just 
more than $9,000,” said Dawson. 
“However, this is also going to 
free up a member of the jail staff, 
so it’s really hard to get an idea if 
this is going to save us money or 
cost us money.”

When asked when his com-
pany would be able to start serv-
ing at the jail facility, Keller said 
it would take between 30 and 45 
days to get everything in place.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

FLIERS
Continued from Page 1A

war on heretics and lib-
e r a l s ,  C I S D 
Superintendent Randy 
Brown said.

An investigation by 
the Howard County 
Sheriff’s Office soon 
identified the man and 
determined that the fli-
ers were not directed at 
any specific Coahoma 
individual, Brown said, 
adding that rumors to 
that effect have been 
circulating through the 
community since the in-
cident.

Howard County Sher-
iff Stan Parker said 
deputies were contacted 
Wednesday and located 
the man two days later.

“Someone spotted him 
at his place of work in 
Big Spring and con-
tacted us and we went 
to talk to him,” Parker 
said. Deputies soon de-
termined the man had 
no criminal intent in 
his actions.

“He actually kind of 
broke down when we 
talked to him,” Parker 
said. “He told us his in-
tention was to instruct, 
not to scare people.”

Because he has not 
been charged with a 

crime, authorities are 
not releasing the man’s 
name at this time.

“I can tell you that he 
is a white male in his 
late forties from Big 
Spring (and) does not 
have a criminal his-
tory,” Brown said. “He 
was very apologetic to 
the officers and asked if 
he could come and apol-
ogize to us. He will not 
be given that opportuni-
ty. He did indicate that 
his fliers were meant to 
provide religious educa-
tion and were in no way 
meant to threaten any 
students or staff at Coa-
homa ISD.”

Although the man was 

not arrested, he was is-
sued a criminal trespass 
warning, meaning that 
if he returns to CISD 
property, he will face 
charges, Brown said.

“We know who he is 
and we know what he’s 
done,” Brown said. “If 
he comes back out here, 
the sheriff’s office will 
be called.”

Brown hopes CISD 
staff, parents and stu-
dents can soon put this 
incident behind them.

“Unfortunately a ru-
mor has been circulat-
ing that the man had 
specifically threatened 
Coahoma High School 
students. There is abso-

lutely no truth to that 
rumor,” Brown said.

“I am aware that some 
of our students and 
parents are concerned 
about this situation and 
that is certainly under-
standable,” Brown add-
ed. “The language in the  
flyer was bizarre and 
violent, and for that rea-
son it was taken very se-
riously. In these types of 
situations it is easy for 
students and parents to 
panic, especially when 

the truth is distorted by 
rumors and speculation. 
It is very disappoint-
ing when others make 
our job of providing an 
environment where stu-
dents and staff feel safe 
and secure much more 
difficult than it should 
be.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

DEATH
Continued from Page 1A

Officials said Waters was in 
serious condition when he was 
taken from the scene of the 
accident by life flight. Later 
Monday afternoon Waters was 
listed as in stable condition, ac-
cording to Burnett.

Also injured in the oilfield ac-
cident were Mike Moore, 48, of 
Big Spring, and Ernie Hicks, 
age not provided, of Garden 
City. Both are employees of Cat 
Construction, according to of-
ficials.

Moore and Hicks were rushed 
to Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center, according to Burnett, 
where they were kept overnight 
for observation. Both men were 
listed in stable condition.

All four men were believed to 
be wearing H2S meters, which 
warn of concentrations of the 
gas, at the time of the accident, 
according to officials.

Burnett said the official cause 
of Mill’s death will not be deter-
mined until an autopsy is com-
pleted.

According to information 
provided by the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administra-
tion, hydrogen sulfide — also 
known as H2S — is a flammable 
gas that is extremely toxic, even 
in low concentrations. The gas 
smells like rotten eggs, accord-
ing to information taken from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention Web site.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

Texas grandma dies, faced 
trial over dog mauling 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Prosecutors in 
San Antonio say a woman facing trial over 
the 2009 dog mauling death of her 7-month-
old grandson has died of apparent natural 
causes.

Irma Barrera was 59. Barrera was to have 
been in court Monday on charges of injury 
to a child.

The San Antonio Express-News reports 
prosecutors moved to drop the case after 
learning that Barrera died Dec. 6.

Barrera was injured and her grandson, 
Izaiah Gregory Cox, died following the 
March 31 attacks blamed on her two dogs 
at her home.

Barrera was indicted in August after pros-
ecutors determined that another grand-
child, several years ago, had been injured 
by the dogs.

Police shot and killed the two dogs, in 
the woman’s yard, while responding to the 
March attack.

Texas school board rejects 
child’s longhair appeal 

MESQUITE (AP) — A Dallas-area school 
board stood firm Monday night behind 
its ban on a 4-year-old boy’s long, flowing 
hair.

Officials with the Mesquite school dis-
trict have had pre-kindergartner Taylor 
Pugh under in-school suspension at Floyd 
Elementary School in Balch Springs since 
November because of his long hair.

His parents appealed the suspension, 
saying the child likes his hair long. After 
an hourlong closed-door meeting Monday 
night, the Mesquite school board decided 
to lift the suspension if Taylor reported to 
school with his hair braided and kept no 
lower than his ears, said board spokesman 
Ian Halperin.

Taylor’s mother, Elizabeth Taylor, said 
that was not good enough.

“If I braid his hair, his scalp will bleed 
and his hair will break,” she said after the 
meeting.
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Greater transparency deserved

Reform won’t cure this sick system

O
n Christmas Eve, just 
as Americans were 
getting ready to cel-
ebrate the holiday 

with family and friends, Senate 
Democrats passed a partisan 
health care bill without a single 
Republican vote. 
It was crafted in 
secret and packed 
with sweetheart 
deals. A majority 
of Americans were 
rightly opposed to 
the bill, but it was 
rushed through 
without regard to 
the rising con-
cerns raised by 
citizens through-
out our country.

Over the past 
year, Republicans 
repeatedly offered constructive, 
concrete proposals to reform 
America’s health care system, 
but over and over again we were 
shut out of the legislative pro-
cess.  In committee hearings, Re-
publican commonsense amend-
ments were defeated. On the 
Senate floor, we were blocked 
from offering a reasonable 
number of Republican amend-
ments to address issues such as 
tax increases and Medicare cuts. 
And promises to give the pub-
lic ample time to read the bill 
online — a bill that was more 
than 2,000 pages long — were 
broken. Even Senate Democrats 
reluctantly acknowledged that 
they had yet to see the final ver-
sion of a bill that leaders of their 
own party had been amassing in 
secret.

Now that the Democrats have 
rammed this legislation through 
Congress, they are once again 
closing the doors on the Ameri-
can people as they merge the 
House and Senate versions of 

the bill. Closed door negotia-
tions and political kickbacks in 
exchange for votes do not meet 
the expectations of the American 
people. Numerous Senators have 
reiterated the need for trans-
parency, including then-Sen. 
Barack Obama as a presidential 
candidate in August 2008:

“I’m going to have all the 
negotiations around a big table.  
We’ll have doctors and nurses 
and hospital administrators. 
Insurance companies, drug 
companies — they’ll get a seat at 
the table, they just won’t be able 
to buy every chair. But what we 
will do is, we’ll have the nego-
tiations televised on C-SPAN, 
so that people can see who is 
making arguments on behalf of 
their constituents, and who are 
making arguments on behalf of 
the drug companies or the insur-
ance companies. And so, that ap-
proach, I think is what is going 
to allow people to stay involved 
in this process.” 

On his very first day in of-
fice, President Obama signed 
a memorandum to all federal 
agencies directing them to break 
down barriers to transparency, 
participation and collaboration 
between the federal government 
and the people it is to serve. The 
President said at the time:

“For too long, the American 
people have experienced a cul-
ture of secrecy in Washington, 
where information is locked up, 
taxpayer dollars disappear with-
out a trace, and lobbyists wield 
undue influence. For Americans, 
business as usual in Washington 
has reinforced the belief that the 
government benefits the special 
interests and the well connected 
at the expense of the American 
people.”

I couldn’t agree more with 
the approach the president 

promised. It’s unfortunate, 
however, that we have yet to 
see the administration, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi or Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid fol-
low through on the president’s 
pledge.

During the upcoming negotia-
tions to reconcile the House and 
Senate versions of the bill, the 
American people deserve to see 
what will and will not be in the 
legislation, as well as to know 
who is sitting at the table during 
the talks. That is why several of 
my Senate colleagues and I re-
cently wrote to Sen. Reid urging 
him to fulfill President Obama’s 
campaign pledge to allow C-
SPAN cameras to go behind 
closed doors and televise the fi-
nal health care bill deliberations 
live and in their entirety.

We look forward to the ma-
jority leader’s response to our 
request and hope that he will 
demonstrate a renewed com-
mitment to full transparency as 
the Senate works with Speaker 
Pelosi and the White House to 
come to a final compromise. The 
goal of health care reform should 
be to bring down the high cost of 
health care and make insurance 
coverage more affordable.

The closed door meetings and 
the Christmas Eve vote did noth-
ing to make health care more af-
fordable or accessible to Ameri-
cans. And it is likely the bill will 
only be worsened during the 
upcoming conference meetings, 
unless the public has the oppor-
tunity to see with their own eyes 
what passage of this bill will do 
to our economy and the quality 
of our health care.

Kay Bailey Hutchison is the 
senior U.S. Senator from Texas 
and is the Ranking member of the 
Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science and Transportation.

G
ood riddance to 2009: 
the recession, the Wall 
Street bailouts, the 
main street misery, and 

most of all the so-called health-
care “debate.” Now that the 
debacle is mostly over, for better 
or worse, we’d best 
turn our attention 
to the one factor 
driving up health-
care costs in this 
country that 
hasn’t even been 
mentioned — the 
lack of paid sick 
leave.

While Congress 
was laboring to 
insure the insur-
ance companies 
from loss of 
profits, almost 
60,000 cases of swine flu were 
confirmed in the United States. 
The World Health Organization 
has declared the global situa-
tion a “public health emergency 
of international concern,” and 
says the epidemic is not over. 
Early on, the U.S. government 
increased distribution of antivi-
ral drugs and ramped up produc-
tion of the H1N1 vaccine, and 
the Centers for Disease Control 
recommended that sick people 
stay home from work or school 
to avoid infecting others.

Right.
Everyone, including members 

of Congress, probably would say 
that’s good advice. But there’s 
one little problem. According to 
the Institute for Women’s Policy 

Research in Washington, fewer 
than half of U.S. workers get 
paid sick days. What’s worse, 
only a third of those who get 
the benefit are able to take their 
sick days to care for ill children. 
Workers who come into direct 
contact with the public, such as 
restaurant servers, childcare 
workers, and hotel employees, 
are among the least likely to 
have paid sick days. Many are 
low wage workers who not only 
lose wages if they stay home — 
they risk losing their jobs.

It doesn’t take a rocket scien-
tist to figure out that workers 
who lack paid sick time are 
more likely to go to work with 
a communicable illness, and 
parents who cannot stay home 
with a sick child are more likely 
to send them to school or day 
care to infect other kids. At 
the height of the flu outbreak, 
Mexico closed its schools — the 
first step that any public health 
service recommends at the onset 
of an epidemic. According to Dr. 
Jody Heymann, at the McGill 
Institute for Health and Social 
Policy, Mexico could do this 
because the country combines 
paid sick leave with child-care 
through its social insurance sys-
tem. At least 139 other countries 
provide some paid sick leave to 
workers as a matter of national 
law.

Though some large companies 
do it anyway, no U.S. laws — 
national or state — require that 
workers have paid sick days, 
meaning workers are at the 

mercy of corporate bureaucrats. 
So much for “the best health-
care system in the world.”

Though the swine flu threat 
is lessening, winter isn’t over, 
and we still have many cases 
of seasonal flu ahead of us. The 
monetary cost to employers 
and families runs to the mil-
lions of dollars. It’s good that 
the Obama administration held 
press conferences and declared 
a public health emergency at 
the height of the crisis, but a far 
more serious — and continuing 
— emergency is the lack of sick 
leave. That propagates the virus 
as surely as food service workers 
sneezing into your food because 
they’re too poor or too scared for 
their jobs to stay home.

The Healthy Families Act, 
which requires that paid sick 
time be provided by employers 
with fifteen or more employ-
ees, is likely to be back on the 
table in Congress sometime in 
the next couple of months. And 
unlike the division over health 
insurance, the country is togeth-
er on this one. Four out of five 
Americans think paid sick days 
should be a basic labor standard.

Pundits say this is a time po-
litically to leave the dogfights of 
2009 behind and go for some big 
ideas. Clearly, this is one idea 
whose time is long past due.

Martha Burk is a political 
psychologist, women’s issues 
expert and director of the Corpo-
rate Accountability Project for 
the National Council of Women’s 
Organizations.

I
t’s somewhat a thankless job, so it is not sur-
prising when many let out a snicker recently 
when Gov. Rick Perry has proclaimed Janu-
ary as School Board Recognition Month to 

help highlight the contributions of the people that 
oversee the administration of our local schools.

Those who snickered, or even worse laughed 
out loud, should be ashamed.

That’s right, we said ashamed.
School board members deserve all the recogni-

tion they can get, because they are simply dedi-
cated men and women who take the time to care 
about the education of our children.

They make critical decisions that directly af-
fect the future of the youth in our community 
and rarely receive any thanks.

Here in Big Spring, they bear responsibility for 
an annual budget of $30.4 million, 3,872 students, 
589 employees and eight school campuses. It’s not 
an easy job, but one trustees commit themselves 
to do.

And for all but one of the members of the Big 
Spring ISD Board, it’s a commitment they’ve 
made now for at least five years. The senior of the 
trustees is Irene Galan, who’s spent 15 years on 
the board. Current Board President Mike Daw-
son has 11 years of service, Phil Furqueron has 
eight, Alan Parett has seven and both Tony Ken-
nedy and Maria Padilla have served for six years. 
Jeff Brorman, who’s the board’s current vice 
president, has served for two years.

Remember, there’s no pay that comes with the 
job — just a requirement that they work tireless-
ly and devoting countless hours to help ensure a 
quality education is available for the young peo-
ple of our community.

And as we’ve noted before on several occasions, 
the youth of our community are our future.

To our way of thinking, the members of our 
school board are often faced with almost impos-
sible challenges, yet they still provide us with an 
invaluable service — their time, dedication and 
commitment to children.

They deserve all our support and, at the very 
least, a little praise now and then.

School boards
deserve all our
support, praise

letter policies

how to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

a sMall prayer

We can realize our ambitions, Lord, by giving 
them to You to take care of.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

kay

Bailey

hutchison
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Cemetery Lots
2 LOTS- Trinity Memorial Park. 
“Garden of Sharon”. Valued at 
$3,680.00. Will sell together for 
$3,000.00 OBO. Call 
(432)413-2773 or 
(775)220-1244 leave message.

Help Wanted
COOK NEEDED Part-time.
Must be Neat in Appearance. 
Honest & Dependable. No ex-
perience necessary, will train. 
Inquire at Wagon Wheel, 2010 
Scurry. No phone call Please!

EARN UP to $150 /day Under-
cover Shoppers Needed to 
Judge Retail & Dining Estab-
lishments Experience Not Re-
quired Call Now 
1-800-565-8079

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $500.00 
Weekly. Call after 7:00p.m. 
(432)684-5418.

FIBERPAR LINEPIPE is the 
leader in high-strenght, fiber re-
inforced tubular products for 
the oil and gas industry. We 
are seeking a Field Service 
Technician in the Big Springs 
area. Fiberspar offers a full 
benefits package. Contact 
Charli Ann at 281-854-2609 or 
email/fax resume 
cramin@fiberspar.com, 
Fax 713-849-9202.

JOURNEYMAN/ APPREN-
TICE Electrician.  Must have 
industrial and rigid pipe experi-
ence. Call (972)414-7028/ Fax 
resume to (903)327-8460.

LINEMEN & Equipment Opera-
tor  wanted, must have CDL. 
Apply at TESSCO 3217 E. FM 
700 between 8am-4pm or call 
432-263-0633.

LOOKING FOR reliable, 
friendly, full-time Night Auditor 
11pm-7am shift. Housekeepers 
needed  immediately.  Apply in 
person at Super 8 formerly 
Comfort Inn 2900 East I-20.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PERSONAL CARE assistant 
needed for the Big Spring area. 
Must be 18 yrs. old and have 
dependable transportation. 
Come by SUCASA Home 
Health, 1311 West Florida, 
Midland or fax resume to 
(432)620-8250.

PIZZA INN 
KNOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MAKE UP 
TO   $12.00   PER   HOUR. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

PRIMARY UTILITY Services is 
accepting applications for the 
following positions: Experi-
enced Lineman- Experienced 
Apprentice. Must pass physical 
and drug exam. Call 
(325)575-1782 or apply online 
www.primaryutilityservices.com

WANTED: NURSERY atten-
dant for First Christian Church. 
Sundays 8:45-12:15. Please 
call (432)517-4821 or come by 
911 Goliad.

Help Wanted
PROPERTY MANAGER for 
new 112 units. Apartment com-
munity in Big Spring, Must 
have strong organizational and 
management skills with the 
ability to work independently. 
Experienced prefer, but not re-
quired. Hourly plus medical, 
401K, vacation. Please fax re-
sume to: (254)793-2775.  EOE

REGIS HAIR Salon Big Spring 
Marketplace,   now    hiring 
full-time Manager and Stylist. 
Benefits include 401k, 529 col-
lege fund, incentive program, 
on going education. Medical, 
Dental and Eye Insurance.  All 
supplies furnished except 
shears. Call Jack Borrego 
(432)263-1111 or 
1-888-888-7778 ext. 41147.

TEXAS NURSE
Connection, Ltd.

RN’ LVN’S CNA’s
NEEDED FOR ALL SHIFTS

(325)670-0090
Texasnurseconnection.com

Instructional
BELLYDANCE CLASSES
every Tuesday starting January 
12 at 7:00pm, Techno Salon, 
Big Spring Mall. Contact Victo-
ria (432)230-5456 or 
victoria.white
cotton@gmail.com

GUITAR LESSONS- Experi-
enced teacher now accepting 
students for basic guitar in-
struction. More than 20 years, 
professionally and semi-profes-
sionally, in the music industry. 
Flexible scheduling, $30 per 
half-hour lesson. Call 
(432)816-6858. or email 
xc@suddenlink.net for more in-
formation.

Items for Sale
CANOPY BED with Mattress 
set. Still in boxes with warranty. 
$295. 432-664-8980.
……………………………………
Brand New Poster Bed with 
Mattress set Mfg. warranty 
$360. 432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD- SEASONED
Mesquite, Pecan & Oak
Delivered and Stacked

$330.00 per cord
$180.00 per 1/2 cord
Call (432)978-3328

LEATHER LIVING Room Set 
with tables, brand new in 
boxes, only $675. Factory war-
ranty. 432-664-8980.
……………………………………
Brand Name 3 pc King Pillow 
Top Mattress set has warranty 
$255. 432-664-8980.

NEW 3PC Micro Fiber Living 
Room set with warranty. $535. 
432-664-8980.
……………………………………
Queen Mattress Set with 
Frame both New $195. 
432-664-8980.

Miscellaneous
FULL SIZE PILLOWTOP MAT-
TRESS SET, BUILT FOR 
EASY NO FLIP USE, BRAND 
NEW, $175. 806-549-3110.......

SEASONED WOOD
Brady, Texas 

Mesquite $115.00- cord 
Oak $120.00- cord 
Call (325)456-3447.

SOFT MICROSUEDE SOFA 
SET WITH LOVESEAT, TA-
BLE, SOLID WOOD FRAME, 
PRICE DOWN TO $500. 
806-549-3110...........................
COMPLETE BEDROOM SET, 
BRAND NEW, don’t pass up 
this bargain price. $575. 
806-549-3110...........................

Pets
GREY GHOSTS!! Full-blood 
Weimaraner pups. Two males, 
one female. Tails docked, dew-
claws removed, first shots. 
$300.00. Contact Misty @ 
(432)517-2977.

Real Estate for Rent

1303  STANFORD,    2 Bdrm, 
1 bath, CH/A, no pets. $500.00 
month, $500.00 deposit. Call 
(432)816-5570.
1311 TUSCON 2 bdr, 1 bath, 
garage Tile and wood floors, 
CH/A, 600/month 550/deposit.
432-213-4647.

1504 B Wood. 2 bdrm,  1 bath 
Duplex. All bills paid.  $600.00 
month, $500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)212-3646.

1810 S. BENTON. 3 Bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath Brick House, Large 
Livingroom, fireplace, large 
carport, fenced backyard, 2 
storage building. $750. 
Monthly, $700. deposit. One 
Year Lease.  (432)267-7032 
leave message.

1ST MONTH Free Rent with 
One year lease. Good Credit 
Only. Completely Remodeled 
with crown molding, new appli-
ances. $595. Monthly. Please 
Call  (432)816-7104.

2 BEDROOM, 1 bath, garage, 
Clean. No pets, non smoking 
environment. Credit/ Back-
ground check. $750 month plus 
deposit. Call (432)410-0394.

2606 CHANUTE Drive, 3 bdrm, 
1-1/2 bath, fenced yard, CH/A. 
$785. month, $500. deposit. 
One Year Lease Required. No 
indoor pets.  Call 
(432)770-5656 Owner/ Broker.

3202 AUBURN 3 bdr, 1 bath, 
garage, tile and wood floors, 
CH/A $675/month $600/de-
posit. 432-213-4647.

3621 CONNALLY- 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath, CH/A, fenced yard, tile 
floors, carpeted bedrooms, No 
pets, No HUD. $700.00 month, 
$400.00 deposit. Call 
(432)816-1464.

3704 CALVIN, 3 bedroom, 1 
bath brick, CH/A.  $700. Month, 
$400. deposit. No HUD. No 
Pets. Non-smoker. References 
required. Call (432)270-3849 
for more information. 

405 11TH St.. 2 Bdrm, 1 bath, 
CH/A. Located by High School. 
Small cozy house. Nice. No 
HUD or pets. $500.00 month. 
References.  Call 
(432)213-6943.

All BILLS PAID
2 Bdrm, 1 bath 

Apartment 
with Cable 

$699/month
Call (432)263-1252

BUILDING FOR Rent- 501 
East 1st Street (Big Spring). 
$350 month, $350 deposit & 1 
year lease required. Please 
contact Lucy (432)263-5000 for 
more information.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

CORPORATE FULL Furnished 
Housing. Great for work crews 
on minimum 1 month assign-
ments.  New washer & dryer, 
refrigerator, microwave, linens 
provided. Call (432)816-7104.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 

1, 2 & 3 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking

No application fees
No credit checks
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

Real Estate for Rent
SMALL BUILDING for Rent- 
1308 Highway 350 (Big 
Spring). $250 month, $250 de-
posit & 1 year lease required. 
Please contact Lucy 
(432)263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee

!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
2 & 3 Bdrm Available

Various Discounts
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

TLC Property Management
$199 New Year’s Special

2 & 3 bedroom 
houses available for rent

Easy & Fast Move-In Process
Call (432)264-6337

for availability

Real Estate for Sale
1402 STANFORD- Corner lot, 
3 Bdrm, 1 bath. Nice Cabinets, 
ref-air, central heat,  garage, 
refrigerator, stove, dishwasher, 
microwave, washer & dryer. 
Some furniture optional. 
(432)263-4282.

1905 S. Main St.-  2 bedroom, 
1 bath w/garage and laundry 
room. Electric stove included. 
Large unfenced yard. $41,300. 
Call (432)816-4450.

2 BEDROOM, 2 bath Mobile 
Home for Lease or Sale on 
North Service Road off I-20 
East of Big Spring. Coahoma 
ISD. Call (254)643-1145.

APARTMENT FOR Lease. All 
Bills Paid. Including cable. 
Newly Rehab. Fully Furnished 
$150 a week, $550 month. 
Robert (432)466-9277.

FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)270-8920 or 
Home Realtors.

FOR SALE By Owner: Garden 
City home. 5,500sq. feet home. 
Indoor swimming pool and 
hot-tub. Lots of storage. Call 
(432)270-8575.
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com
NEWLY RENOVATED 4004 
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call 
for info. 432-212-3646.

NICE ESTABLISHED neigh-
borhood- 1312 Sycamore, 3/2, 
fenced backyard w/garage. 
Nicely Landscaped. 
$59,500.00. Owner Financing 
or Cash.  Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

OWNER   FINANCE- Take 
Advantage of The first time 
home buyers credit and let the 
Government pay your down 
payment.
1411 Sycamore 3/2- $489 mo.
1104 Pickens 3/1- $440 mo.
1303 College 3/1- $463 mo.
1307 Mt. Vernon 3/1- $351 mo.
1300 Wright 2/1 fixer upper- 
$217 month.
For more info call Tracy at 
(325)277-4923.

THE GOVERNMENT has a 
One Time Discount in Buying a 
2 thru 6 bedroom home. Bad 
Credit OK, No Out of Pocket 
Down Payment and Military 
Discount. (432)263-3461 Rosa.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Why did the chicken
cross the road? While the
moon is in Sagittarius, the
standard answer to the
riddle applies. But it's
about more than just
getting to the other side.
The "other side" is
irresistibly seductive.
Even if you're the type
who would usually ride on
the courage of your
convictions, what's
driving the action now is
the spirit of curiosity.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You need a break.
Things that
wouldn't
usually
appeal to
you now
seem
extremely
interesting.
For
instance,
you are
enraptured
by the
thought of
just sitting in front of the
television for a few hours
and watching a movie. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). When you know what
you want and go for it,
you will inevitably wind
up facing a task that
scares you. This challenge
is part of the reason you
chose the goal in the first
place. You have what it
takes. Keep going.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You'll be helping a
loved one complete a
certain mission.
Emotional support and
comfort are nice. But
sometimes a kick in the
right direction is what's
needed. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You'll be dealing in a
game where the rules are
unlike any you've
encountered before. In
fact, they seem quite
arbitrary and irrational.
Before you make your
move, attempt to better
understand the system.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Simple kindness is a great
achievement, especially
when it is an anonymous
act and one is certain
there will be no reward.
There are plenty of rulers
and titans of industry who
are incapable of this. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Fitting in isn't going
to do you much good
today. So establish your
own style and stick with
it. Your conviction will
ensure that others accept,
respect and follow you. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). When you think about
it, there are many possible
projects to take on. Settle
only for labors of love.
Would you do it whether
or not it led to a
successful outcome? If you
would, then you must. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). There is much
misinformation out there
today. Check and double-
check your sources. Take
your time in discerning
which moves are worth
taking and which are
dumb.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Push yourself
to attack a bigger goal
than you've been willing
to pursue until now.
Unless you do it, you
won't know whether or
not you can. That is a
painful prospect. Adopt
this policy: no regrets. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Just when you
think you have a handle
on where things are going
in a relationship, the
other person is likely to
throw you for a loop!
Losing sight of the
situation will cause you to

gain valuable insight. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-

Feb. 18). A new social
situation is part of the
day's recipe. You won't
regret going carefully into
the mix. Restrict your
comments. Listen. And
when it's your turn, talk
about the things of which
you know best. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). If the opportunity
that's presented to you is
not exciting enough,
create your own. Ideally,
it will be something in
line with your long-term
picture. Where do you
want to be in five years? 

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY
(Jan. 12). You will explore
your past experiences and
present thought processes
in order to grow as a
person. Striving to learn
more and be better than
you are is such an
admirable quest that you
can't help but attract
supporters. April is filled
with romance. Money
flows to you in May.
Travel in June is magical.
Gemini and Aquarius
people adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 5, 40,
15, 33 and 19.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: "I'm a Virgo
guy, and lately it seems
like I've been missing a
lot of opportunities. I'll
find out that someone
wanted to date me when
it's too late and she's
already seeing someone
else. Or I'll miss a sale at
work. I go out with my
friends, and it seems like
no matter how many nice
women I connect with, I
don't wind up with a
phone number. My friends
meet and make things
happen. I just meet.
What's going on?" 

It's easy for Virgo to get
so caught up in the "how-
to's" and "gonna-do's" that
you can't see the ripe
opportunity right in front
of your nose. You need to
work on your pounce and
snatch. That means
getting out of your head
and into the moment.
When you feel yourself
being pulled in a
direction, stop planning
and plotting, drop the
"map" and pay attention.
Let your animal instinct
take over. Tune in to your
five senses. As you
increase your awareness
of what you are smelling,
tasting, touching, hearing
and seeing, you will pick
up on the opportunity at
hand and instinctually
know what to do next. 

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Amanda Peet
went from a Skittles
commercial to movie
stardom in the manner
typical of Capricorns --
hard work! This
ambitious sign is a master
of breaking tasks down to
doable steps and then
devoting large portions of
life to making the dream
happen. Her natal
Mercury in Sagittarius
suggests that Peet
embraces the constant
adventure and exploration
the acting life allows. 

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on "Write the
Author" on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2010
CREATORS.COM

By Holiday
Mathis

$99 
Move-In
Special

Swimming Pool
Carports,

Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen

Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &

1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555 21

05
34

We Can Save 
You Money By

Advertising Your
Business In Our

Professional 
Service Directory! 

Call 
263-7331

for more information.

           



W
hile the 
celebra-
tions and 
TV bowl 

games continued into 
a new year, outside the 
stranger searched the 
easement in spite of the 
cold wind. 
Checking 
around 
each 
dumpster, 
and hav-
ing been 
without 
food for 
days, 
the wan-
derer was 
becoming 
desperate.

Inside, 
half time brought cus-
tomary dips, chips and 
treats for one family’s 
gathering.  Hurriedly 
gathering last night’s 
debris into several 
plastic bags, the hostess 
welcomed the break.

Opening the back 
gate, she walked toward 
the city’s refuse bin. As 
she raised one of the 
lids, the wind jerked 
it from her hand and 
slammed it against 
the back of the recep-
tacle. Setting her trash 
on the ground, she 
struggled to bring the 
wayward top forward 
against the strong 
gusts.

Losing her grip, the 
woman tried again. As 
she positioned herself 
closer to the rear of the 
dumpster, she noticed 
a movement behind the 
other end. In the tall 
grasses between the 
unit and her fence was 
a large, brown bird.

Hurrying inside, she 
asked her husband and 
son to come outside. 

Disgruntled at having 
to leave the start of the 
second half, they knew 
it was easier to comply 
than object. From his 
wife’s description, her 
spouse thought the bird 

might be a hawk or owl.
“It was here, I tell 

you,” she said as they 
found nothing behind 
the dumpster. “We 
have to look for it,” she 
urged.

Because she was so 
insistent, the father and 
son decided to go in op-
posite directions. The 
first dumpsters offered 
nothing. 

As the son ap-
proached the next one, 
he realized what his 
mother had seen.

“Come quick,” he 
yelled to his par-
ents. Running to the 
spot, his father called 
back to his wife, “Get a 
blanket. Or towel.”

With his wife block-
ing one end of the 
dumpster, and his son 
the other, the man cau-
tiously lowered an old 
blanket over the bird. 
Emaciated and weak, 
the stranger gave little 
resistance.

“Can you pick it up?” 
asked the game warden 
when he called during 
the afternoon. Since he 
had transported numer-
ous birds to us, we were 
glad to help.

As we crossed over 
the scenic tributary 
of the Colorado River, 
we noticed pockets of 
water accented by the 
stream’s rocky bed. The 
surrounding bluffs 
would have been an 
ideal setting for the 
bird the officer had 
described to us.

Placed in a cardboard 
box, a red-tailed hawk 
had become entertain-
ment in itself dur-
ing a scoreless third 
quarter at the couple’s 
home. Grateful for 
someone who could 
take the bird, the fam-
ily was still excited 
over their discovery.

On the drive home 
from Colorado City, 
we wondered why the 
hawk was in an al-

ley. Upon examining 
the bird, we discovered 
the reason. 

The largest flight 
feathers, the primaries, 
had been cut off the end 
of one wing. Unable to 
soar while hunting, the 
hawk was facing slow 
starvation.

Because someone had 
mutilated the wing, it 
could not fly over the 
open, undeveloped 
plains and rangeland 
of our western environ-
ment. To a human it 
would be like losing the 
fingers on one hand.

Dark brown above, 
the hawk’s back and 
wings were accented 
with whitish mottling. 
Its tail was a lighter 
brown with numerous, 
narrow bars.

Lying on its back, 
the bird had a creamy 
white underside with 
brownish streaks on the 
lower neck and belly. 
Flight feathers were 
enhanced with barring, 
while the leading edge 
of the wings near the 
shoulders looked like 
brown epaulets.

As a juvenile raptor, 
this red-tail would be 
afforded recovery time 
at the Eos Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Midland. 

With proper diet, 

feather replacement 
and exercise, the bird 
of prey could be free 
again. 

When mature, how-
ever, its appearance 
would change.

From above, its once 
mottled appearance 
would be changing into 
an overall brown. As 
the top of its tail feath-
ers acquired a reddish 
color, the hawk, as 
it banked in the sky, 
could offer positive 
identification to earth-
bound admirers. From 
underneath, the same 
feathers would appear 
to have a cinnamon 
hue.

Because of time off 
for holiday activities, 
a “C-City” family was 
momentarily given a 
unique experience. 

Escaping the posses-
sive nature of the indi-
vidual who had tried 

to prevent its skyward 
destiny, the red-tailed 
hawk could never 
acknowledge, except 
through its ultimate 
freedom, those whom it 
had deeply impressed.

Federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds, Bebe McCa-
sland is author of The 
Scoop from Bird Poop.
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What are the facts?
■ Myth: The “Palestinians” are a nation and therefore

deserving of a homeland.
Reality: The concept of Palestinian nationhood is a new

one and had not been heard of until after the Six-Day War
(1967), when Israel, by its victory, came into the
administration of the territories of Judea and Samaria (the
“West Bank”) and the Gaza Strip. The so-called
“Palestinians” are no more
different from the Arabs
living in the neighboring
countries of Lebanon, Syria
and Jordan, than
Wisconsinites are from
Iowans.
■ Myth: Judea and Samaria (the “West Bank”) and the

Gaza Strip are “occupied Arab territory.”
Reality: All of “Palestine” — east and west of the Jordan

River — was part of the League of Nations mandate. Under
the Balfour Declaration, all of it was to be the “national
home for the Jewish people.” In violation of this mandate,
Great Britain severed the entire area east of the Jordan
River — about 75% of Palestine — and gave it to the Arabs,
who created on it the kingdom of Transjordan. When Israel
declared its independence in 1948, five Arab armies invaded
the new country in order to destroy it at its very birth. They
were defeated by the Israelis. The Transjordanians,
however, remained in occupation of Judea and Samaria (the
“West Bank”) and East Jerusalem. They proceeded to drive
all Jews from those territories and to systematically destroy
all Jewish houses of worship and other institutions. The
Transjordanians (now renamed “Jordanians”) were the
occupiers for nineteen years. Israel regained these
territories following its victory in the Six-Day War. Israel
has returned the entire Gaza Strip to the Palestinians. The

final status of the “West Bank” will be decided if and when
the Palestinians will finally be able to sit down and
seriously talk peace with Israel.
■ Myth: Jewish settlements in Judea and Samaria (the

“West Bank”) are the “greatest obstacle to peace.”
Reality: This is simply not correct, although it has been

repeated so often that many have come to believe it. The
greatest obstacle to peace is the intransigence and the

irreconcilable hostility of the
Arabs. Not more than
200,000 Jews are settled in
these territories, living
among about 1.4 million
Arabs. How can Jews living
there be an obstacle to

peace? Why shouldn't they live there? About 1.2 million
Arabs live in Israel proper. They are not an obstacle to
peace. Neither the Israelis nor they themselves consider
them as such.
■ Myth: Israel is unwilling to yield “land for peace.”
Reality: The concept that to the loser, rather than to the

victor, belong the spoils is a radically new one, never before
thought of in world history. Israel has emerged victorious
in the five wars imposed on it by the Arabs. In order to
make peace, it has returned over 90% of the territory
occupied by it, specifically the vast Sinai Peninsula, to
Egypt. That territory contained some of the most advanced
military installations in the world, prosperous cities and
settlements, and oil fields developed entirely by Israel that
made it independent of petroleum imports. In the Camp
David Accords, Israel agreed to autonomy for Judea and
Samaria (the “West Bank”) with the permanent status to be
determined after three years. But no responsible
Palestinian representation has been available to negotiate
with Israel about this.

This message has been published and paid for by

Facts and Logic About the Middle East
P.O. Box 590359 ■ San Francisco, CA 94159

Gerardo Joffe, President

To receive free FLAME updates, visit our website: www.factsandlogic.org

You deserve a factual look at . . .

Myths About Israel and the Middle East (1)
Do the media feed us fiction instead of fact?

We all know that, by dint of constant repetition, white can be made to appear black, good can get transformed into evil,
and myth may take the place of reality. Israel, with roughly one-thousandth of the world's population and with a similar
fraction of the territory of this planet, seems to engage a totally disproportionate attention of the print and broadcast media
of the world. Unfortunately, much of what the media tell us — in reporting, editorializing in columns, and in analysis —
are endlessly repeated myths.

All these myths (and others we shall talk about) have poisoned the atmosphere for decades. The root cause of the never-
ending conflict is the unwillingness of the Arabs (and not just the Palestinians) to accept the reality of Israel. What a pity
that those of the Palestinians who are not Israeli citizens have lived and continue to live in poverty, misery and ignorance.
They could have chosen to accept the proposed partition of the country in 1947, would now have had their state alongside
Israel for over sixty years and could have lived in peace and prosperity. They could have kept hundreds of thousands of
refugees in their homes and could have saved tens of thousands of lives. Peace will only come when the Arabs finally accept
the reality of Israel. And that is not a myth — that is a fact!

FLAME is a tax-exempt, non-profit educational 501 (c)(3) organization. Its purpose
is the research and publication of the facts regarding developments in the Middle
East and exposing false propaganda that might harm the interests of the United
States and its allies in that area of the world. Your tax-deductible contributions are
welcome. They enable us to pursue these goals and to publish these messages in
national newspapers and magazines. We have virtually no overhead. Almost all of
our revenue pays for our educational work, for these clarifying messages, and for
related direct mail.
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“Peace will only come when the Arabs
finally accept the reality of Israel. And that

is not a myth — that is a fact!”

The Big Spring Herald
is offering Fax & Copy Services

Fax $2.00 to send 1st page
Additional Pages $1.00 per page
Incoming Faxes $1.00 per page

Color Copies .50 per copy
Black and White .25 per copy

For More Information
CALL 432-263-7331202647

SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

www.swa1pc.com 
  mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441 • 432.267.8190 fax
mm@swaq1pc.com  email

7265

Courtesy photo

Perched on a river bluff, telephone pole, or dead tree, the red-tailed hawk often scans the terrain for 
its next meal. Swooping down with talons extended, the raptor easily takes cottontail rabbits, mice 
and ground squirrels.

Bird Poop:

Red-tailed
hawk gets
a reprieve

BeBe

Mccasland

Parent’s Corner:

Taking a burned biscuit
H

ave you 
ever read a 
story and 
wished you 

had thought of it first? 
Well, I didn’t create 
the following story 
but I wish I had. It’s a 
wonderful way to look 
at life and develop rela-
tionships.

When I was a kid, 
my mom liked to 
make breakfast food 
for dinner every now and then. And 
I remember one night in particular 
when she had made breakfast after a 
long, hard day at work.

On that evening so long ago, my 
mom placed a plate of eggs, sausage 
and extremely burned biscuits in 
front of my dad.

I remember waiting to see if any-
one noticed! Yet all my dad did was 
reach for his biscuit, smile at my 
mom and ask me how my day was at 
school.

I don’t remember what I told him 
that night, but I do remember watch-
ing him smear butter and jelly on 
that biscuit and eat every bite.

When I got up from the table that 
evening, I remember hearing my 
mom apologize to my dad for burn-

See RYAN, Page 6A

darrell

ryan
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

AC & HEATING

Johnson Heating Conditioning
Air & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating Units 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$6.75

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331

 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 LAWN SERVICE

20
13

32

Fall Cleanup • Hauling
Tilling • Tree Trimming

• Clean Out Storage Buildings
• Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
Speedy

Construction
We Do It All!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical

AC, Roofs, New Additions
Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep

Phone: 432-816-3832
Cell: 432-816-3832

24
Hr.

Sr.
Disc.

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

20
09

39

Ron's Construction
Bath, Kitchen, Home Remodeling, 
Painting, Repairs, Tile, Drywall, 
Cabinets,  Countertops,  Storage 

Buildings, Patios. 

(432) 213-7686
Free Estimates

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof

Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
 Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835
 Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855 1
6

9
7

6
1

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

 SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

ROOFING

210340

Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,

Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences, 

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...

Since 1996   (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvaro Palacios - Owner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds
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www.lhac.com

1 2 3

Easy as 
1...2...3

Discover Sweep Technology from Starkey

Real Ear Digital Speech Imaging
See The Sounds You Are Missing!
Livingston Audiology & Hearing Aid Centers are proud to intro-
duce Real Ear Digital Speech Mapping - it’s like an MRI of your 
hearing aid’s settings.   It’s simple. We will conduct a routine 
hearing evaluation.  The results will be processed and displayed 
on our Digital Speech Imaging computer. You can actually see the 
parts of speech you are missing on the color monitor.  Next, we 
will let you listen through a digital hearing aid and tune the hear-
ing aid until it restores the missing speech sounds.  Not only can 
you see the speech sounds being restored, you can hear them too.

 With these features • Multi-core Chip-In-The-Ear processor 
• 1 MB of memory •  120 million operations per second

Smallest Custom Hearing                    
Aid Ever Made 

FREE
 DEMONSTRATIONS THIS WEEK
You are invited to come into any of our convenient loca-

tions for a FREE listening Demonstration of this New 
Chip In The Ear technology.  There is no obligation.

100% Digital WTX Labs
Any Style!! $995each

Chip In The Ear... 
Fastest Processor 
in the Industry

432-267-7052
211 Johnson Street

Performance –
3x more powerful with multicore processing for 
virtually no whistling, better hearing in noise and 
telephone compatibility.

Comfort –
Comfortable, HD sound with smoother, seamless 
transitions between quiet and loud environments. 
Automatically sets to situations for you.

Personalization –
Our individualized hearing and lifestyle 
assessment ensures your hearing aids match 
your exact hearing loss and listening needs.

A simple sweep of 
your finger controls 
the volume.  Sleek, 

discreet and available 
at Livingston.

SAVE $500

MEET

BTE      ITE               ITC       CIC

Regular Price $1,495 each • Save $500 this week.
Basic Conventional Chip Technology

RYAN
Continued from Page 
5A

ing the biscuits. And 
I’ll never forget what 
he said, “Honey, I love 
burned biscuits.” 

Later that night, I 
went to kiss Daddy 
good night and I asked 
him if he really liked 
his biscuits burned. He 
wrapped me in his arms 
and said, “Your Mom-
ma put in a hard day at 
work today and she’s 
real tired. And besides, 
a little burnt biscuit 
never hurt anyone!”

You know, life is full 
of imperfect things and 
imperfect people. I’m 
not the best at hardly 
anything, and I forget 
birthdays and anniver-
saries just like everyone 
else.

What I’ve learned 
over the years is that 
learning to accept each 
other’s faults and choos-
ing to celebrate each 
other’s differences is 
one of the most impor-
tant keys to creating a 
healthy, growing and 
lasting relationship.

And that’s what I hope 
for us today — that we 
will learn to take the 
good, the bad and the 
ugly parts of our lives 
and accept them for 
what they are. Because 
in the end, that’s the 
only way we will be able 
to develop a relation-
ship where a burnt bis-
cuit isn’t a deal-breaker. 
And we could extend 
this to any relationship.

In fact, understand-
ing is the basis of any 
relationship, be it a 
husband and wife or 
parent and child or even 
a friendship. Don’t put 
the key to your happi-
ness in someone else’s 
pocket; keep it in your 
own.

And, please pass me 
a biscuit and yes, the 
burnt one will do just 
fine.

Darrell Ryan is direc-
tor of federal programs 
for the Big Spring Inde-

Hearing on 
Kan. decision 
allowing 
voluntary 
manslaughter 
defense in 
abortion 
provider’s death

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) 
— A Kansas judge’s de-
cision to allow a con-
fessed killer to argue 
that he believes the 
slaying of one of the 
nation’s few late-term 
abortion providers was 
a justified act aimed at 
saving unborn children 
has upended what most 
expected to be an open-
and-shut first-degree 
murder case.

Prosecutors have chal-
lenged the ruling that 
allows Scott Roeder to 
tell a jury that the fatal 
shooting of Wichita doc-
tor George Tiller was 
voluntary manslaugh-
ter. A Tuesday hearing 
is scheduled to allow 
Roeder’s defense attor-
neys to respond.

Some abortion oppo-
nents were pleasantly 
stunned and eager to 
watch Roeder plead his 
case. Tiller’s colleagues 
and abortion rights ad-
vocates were outraged 
and feared the court’s 
actions give a more than 
tacit approval to further 
acts of violence.

“This judge has basi-
cally announced a death 
sentence for all of us 
who help women,” said 

Dr. Warren Hern of 
Boulder, Colo., a long-
time friend of Tiller who 
also performs late-term 
abortions. “That is the 
effect of the ruling.”

The facts of the case 
are not in dispute: On 
a balmy Sunday morn-
ing, Roeder got up from 
a pew at Wichita’s Ref-
ormation Lutheran 
Church at the start of 
services and walked to 
the foyer, where Tiller 
and a fellow usher were 

chatting. Wordlessly, 
he pressed the barrel of 
a .22-caliber handgun 
to Tiller’s forehead and 
pulled the trigger.

Obama 
considers levy 
to recover tax 
dollars from 
financial firms

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Targeting an in-
dustry whose political 

deafness has vexed his 
administration, Presi-
dent Barack Obama is 
weighing recovering 
tax dollars from govern-
ment-rescued financial 
institutions with a levy.

The proposed levy 
could put Obama on the 
popular side of public 
opinion that is decidedly 
against Wall Street and 
angry over shortfalls in 
a $700 billion bank bail-
out fund.

A senior administra-

tion official said Mon-
day that Obama would 
seek modifications to 
the law that sent bil-
lions in bailout money 
in 2008 and 2009 to a flail-
ing Wall Street that was 
approaching collapse. 
The government official 
spoke on the condition 
of anonymity to discuss 
the president’s think-
ing.

The idea received an 
early boost from Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi, the top 

Democrat in the House, 
where there have been 
calls for a hefty tax on 
bank bonuses.

“While we have not 
seen any specific lan-
guage from the admin-
istration, Congress will 
certainly examine any 
serious proposals to 
lower the deficit and re-
coup even more of the 
TARP funds for the tax-
payers,” said Nadeam 
Elshami, a spokesman 
for Pelosi, D-Calif.



Today is Tuesday, Jan. 12, 
the 12th day of 2010. There are 
353 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 12, 1910, at a White 
House dinner hosted by 
President William Howard 
Taft, Baroness Rosen, the wife 
of the Russian ambassador, 
caused a stir by requesting and 
smoking a cigarette — it was, 
apparently, the first time a 
woman had smoked openly 
during a public function in the 
executive mansion. (Some of 
the other women present who 
had brought their own ciga-
rettes began lighting up in 
turn.)

On this date:
In 1519, Holy Roman Emperor 

Maximilian I died.
In 1773, the first public muse-

um in America was organized, 
in Charleston, S.C.

In 1915, the U.S. House of 
Representatives rejected, 204-
174, a constitutional amend-
ment giving women the right to 

vote.
In 1932, Hattie W. Caraway 

became the first woman elected 
to the U.S. Senate, after serving 
out the remainder of the term 
of her late husband, Thaddeus.

In 1942, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt re-established the 
National War Labor Board.

In 1948, the Supreme Court 
ruled that state law schools 
could not discriminate against 
applicants on the basis of race.

In 1959, Berry Gordy Jr. 
founded Motown Records (orig-
inally Tamla Records) in 
Detroit.

In 1966, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson said in his State of the 
Union address that the U.S. 
should stay in South Vietnam 
until Communist aggression 
there was ended.

In 1976, mystery writer 
Agatha Christie died in 
Wallingford, England, at 85.

In 1986, the shuttle Columbia 
blasted off with a crew that 
included the first Hispanic-
American in space, Dr. 
Franklin R. Chang-Diaz.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress 
Luise Rainer is 100. Country 
singer Ray Price is 84. Singer 
Glenn Yarborough is 80. The 
Amazing Kreskin is 75. Country 
singer William Lee Golden 

(The Oak Ridge Boys) is 71. 
Former heavyweight boxing 
champion Joe Frazier is 66. 
Rock musician Cynthia 
Robinson (Sly and the Family 
Stone) is 66. Singer-musician 
George Duke is 64. Actor 
Anthony Andrews is 62. Movie 
director Wayne Wang is 61. 
Radio commentator Rush 
Limbaugh is 59. Actress Kirstie 
Alley is 59. Writer Walter 
Mosley is 58. Country singer 
Ricky Van Shelton is 58. Radio 
personality Howard Stern is 56. 
Rock musician Tom Ardolino 
(NRBQ) is 53. Writer-producer-
director John Lasseter is 53. 
Broadcast journalist Christiane 
Amanpour is 52. Rock musi-
cian Charlie Gillingham 
(Counting Crows) is 50. 
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 Spike TV
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 Disney

 ESPN2 <
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 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Daybreak 
News 

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... CCM (Off Air) Paid Paid Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

(:34) News Married... Moody Paid Paid Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

Daybreak 
News 

Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Chumney Arthur Paid Paid Paid Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Upd Martha Robison Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Meyer Paid Paid Charmed W. Williams Agent SportsCenter 
Paid SavedBell Sid Paid Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Hatchett Fresh Pr. Super Cash Cab Movie: Jag-
ged Edge, 
Peter Coyote 

Movie: 
Swingers, 
Ron Livings-
ton

Charmed The 
Mo’Nique 

Handy SportsCenter 
Hatchett Fresh Pr. Dinosaur Cash Cab Movers

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

The People’s 
Court

Live Regis & 
Kelly

Corazón 
Partido

Fresh Pr. McGee Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab Supernatural Jamie F. Jungle ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Payne Brad Cash Cab Jamie F. Einsteins

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen DeGe-
neres

The Price Is 
Right

Just Holmes Clifford Overhaulin’ UFC Fight 
Night

ER Game Tigger SportsCenter 
Anita Home Im Sprna Word Movie: 

Mystic River, 
Kevin Bacon 

Game Charlie

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Paid Necesito una 
Amiga

Judge Young & 
Restless

Pecados 
Ajenos

Rachael Ray Home Im Mark Super Overhaulin’ Las Vegas Chris Chronicles of 
Narnia: Lion, 
Witch and 
the Wardrobe

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Jim Granger Dragon Chris

  :PM
 12 :30

Midday News All My Chil-
dren 

Alma Indom-
able

Judge B. News La Tormenta Days of our 
Lives

Yes, Dear Upd Big World Overhaulin’ Ultimate 
Knockouts

Las Vegas Movie: A 
Low Down 
Dirty Shame 

SportsCenter 
Judge The Bold Yes, Dear McDonald Garden

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Judge Mathis As the World 
Turns

America The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Light Kitchen Overhaulin’ Ult. Knock-
outs

Cold Case Best of SportsCenter 
Raymond Dr. Ciao Italia Movie: The 

Fan, Ellen 
Barkin

Suite Life 1st & 10

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Tormenta The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Payne Light of the 
Southwest

Beads Overhaulin’ Ult. Knock-
outs

Cold Case Jamie F. Suite Life Scott Van 
Pelt

Lines
Jim Martha Jamie F. Suite Life Baseball

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Bonnie Hunt 
Show

Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil Raymond Maya Overhaulin’ Ult. Knock-
outs

Law & Order Game Jonas SportsNation NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. Judge A. King WordGirl Game Jonas Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Smarter Maria Ce-
leste

News King Retro Fetch Cash Cab Movie: 
Spy Game, 
Catherine 
McCormack

Ult. Knock-
outs

Law & Order Chris Jonas Lines Around
Deal No News Inside Ed. Friends Sala Cyber Cash Cab Chris Jonas Baseball Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Friends Scrivner BBC Cash Cab Knockouts 5 Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Phineas Around SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Offi ce Uri Harel Business Cash Cab Suite Life Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Gancho Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Dr. Young PBS News-
Hour 

Dirty Jobs Ult. Knockout Bones Wizards College 
Basketball

College 
Basketball: 
Ohio State at 
Purdue.

Ent. Ton. Wheel Two Men Ent. Ton. Millionaire Seinfeld Harris Montana

  :PM
 7 :30

Scrubs Scrubs Nombre-
Amor

American 
Idol 

NCIS Más Sabe el 
Diablo

The Biggest 
Loser 

Offi ce Upd Nova Dirty Jobs Movie: Be-
hind Enemy 
Lines, Ga-
briel Macht

UFC Un-
leashed

Bones Movie: The 
Cookout, 
Jenifer Lewis 

Movie: Hoot, 
Brie LarsonBetter Off Better Off Offi ce Victory

  :PM
 8 :30

Scrubs Scrubs Sortilegio NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Pobres Offi ce Light of the 
Southwest

Independent 
Lens 

Dirty Jobs Entourage Bones NBA Coast-
to-Coast 

College 
Basketball: 
Kentucky at 
Florida.

Better Off Better Off Offi ce Entourage Phineas

  :PM
 9 :30

the forgotten the forgotten Aquí y Ahora Simpsons The Good 
Wife 

Victorinos The Jay 
Leno Show

Offi ce Howe & 
Howe Tech

Blue Southland Monica Phineas
Friends Offi ce Movie: True 

Lies, Tom 
Arnold 

Blue Monica Montana

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Lopez 
Tonight

Upd Charlie Rose Dirty Jobs Entourage CSI: NY The 
Mo’Nique 

Wizards Who’s Num-
ber 1?

SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero TMZ Letterman Decisiones Tonight Show Cortes Entourage Suite Life

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Escuelita 
VIP

Law & Order: 
SVU

Name Ministerio-
Vida

BBC Howe & 
Howe Tech

Blue CSI: NY W. Williams Suite Life Final NFL Live
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late Decisiones Late Night Name T. Smiley Blue So Raven SportsNation Fastbreak

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Torrente, un 
Torbel

Paid Sex & Upd (Off Air) Dirty Jobs (12:14) 
Movie: 
Swingers, 
Ron Livings-

Southland Movie: Class 
Act, Karyn 
Parsons

Cory SportsCenter 
News Paid King-Hill Insider Pagado News Sex & Church Movie: Be-

hind Enemy 
Lines, Ga-
briel Macht

Kim Wtr. X-
Games  :AM

 1 :30
Paid Paid Mujer... Paid Ent. Ton. Pagado Poker After 

Dark
Lopez 
Tonight

Light of the 
Southwest

Overhaulin’ Saving 
Grace 

Replace SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Cero RENO 911 Paid Pelicula: La 

Loca de los 
Milagros

Emperor Baseball

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:05) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Paid (:07) Up to 
the Minute

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: 
Rumble in 
the Bronx 

Paid Disorderly 
Con.

Cold Case The Deal Dragon World Series NFL Live
Paid RENO 911 Paid Proud Fastbreak

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Celeb Sports 
Inv.

Carson In Touch-Dr Paid Movie: 
Submarine 
Seahawk 

Paid NUMB3RS Inspira Recess World Series SportsCenter 
Pantera Early Tdy Paid Paid Paul Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Swimsuit 
Special

Pagado Early Tdy Married... McDonald Paid Paid NUMB3RS Popoff Lilo Stitch Baseball SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Bill Cloud Paid Paid Inspira Lilo Stitch Baseball
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