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by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

A number of new laws concerning 
the state’s appraisal process went 
into effect Jan. 1, laws Gov. Rick 
Perry is heralding as reforms to help 
property taxpayers in the Lone Star 
State.

HB 8 and 3612 by Rep. John Otto 

and SB 771 by Sen. Tom-
my Williams are among 
several bills that will im-
prove the appraisal pro-
cess, and include provi-
sions that impose limits 
on what is considered a 
comparable sale for ap-
praisal purposes; create 

an expedited arbitration process; 
and require substantial evidence to 
increase an appraisal after a suc-
cessful appeal.

According to officials with Perry’s 
office, the changes will improve 
the fairness and accuracy of the 

See APPRAISAL, Page 3

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Howard County voters 
will have plenty of choices 
to make when they go to the 
polls March 2 for the political 
party primaries, as approxi-
mately 17 local residents have 
thrown their hats into both 
the Republican and Demo-
cratic contests.

On the Republican ticket, 
the Precinct 2 seat on the 
county commissioners court 
will feature a trio of political 

hopefuls, including incum-
bent candidate Jerry Kilg-
ore, who has held the seat 
for more than a decade now. 
In the Republican primary, 
Kilgore will face challengers 
Donnie Baker and Melanie 
Gambrell.

The race for the Precinct 2 
seat on the Commissioners 
Court has also drawn a con-
test on the Democratic ticket, 
as Alon USA employee Rich-
ard Belew takes on business 
owner Jim Sinclair.

The Precinct 4 seat on the 

commissioners court drew 
fewer competitors this year, 
as Democratic incumbent 
Gary Simer will go unop-
posed in the party primaries 
in March. On the Republi-
can ticket, however, busi-
ness owners John Cline and 
Roy Beauchamp will battle it 
out to see who will challenge  
Simer in the November con-
test.

The seat of Justice of the 
Peace Precinct 1, Place 2 will 
also be up for grabs in March, 
as incumbent Kathryn Wise-

man will take on challenger 
David Baird in the Republi-
can primary. On the Demo-
cratic ticket, business owner 
Ricky Hughes will go unop-
posed in March, and will face 
the winner of the Republican 
race in November.

Justice of the Peace Precinct 
2 Quail Dobbs will be running 
unopposed on the Republican 
ticket, as will District Clerk 
Colleen Barton and County 
Treasurer Teresa Thomas. 
The trio failed to draw oppo-
nents from the Dem side of 

the fence.
Incumbent County Survey-

or Michael McDrayer, who 
is running unopposed on the 
Democratic ticket, is also run-
ning unopposed, along with 
County Judge Mark Barr and 
County Clerk Donna Wright.

Also facing off in the Re-
publican primary will be lo-
cal attorneys Mike Thomas 
and Tim Yeats, who are run-
ning for the seat of 118th Dis-
trict Court Judge. Robert H. 

See FILINGS, Page 3

Who filed?
County Commissioner, Pct. 2
Democrat: Richard Belew, Jim Sin-
clair.
Republican: Jerry Kilgore (i), Donnie 
Baker, Melanie Gambrell.

County Commissioner, Pct. 4
Democrat: Gary Simer (i).
Republican: Roy Beauchamp, John 
Cline.

Peace Justice, Pct. 1, Pl. 2

Democrat: Ricky Hughes.
Republican: Kathryn Wiseman (i), 
David Baird.

Peace Justice, Pct. 2
Democrat: none.
Republican: Quail Dobbs (i)
 
County Surveyor
Democrat: Michael McDrayer.
Republican: none.

County Judge
Democrat: Mark Barr (i).
Republican: none.

County Clerk
Democrat: Donna Wright (i).
Republican: none.

County Treasurer
Democrat: none.
Republican: Teresa Thomas (i).

118th District Court Judge
Democrat: none.
Republican: Mike Thomas, Tim 
Yeats.

District Clerk

Democrat: none.
Republican: Colleen Barton (i).

State Rep. District 85
Democrat: Joe Heflin (i).
Republican: David Andrew, Jim 
Landtroop.
Libertarian: Robyn L. Burwell.

U.S. Rep. 19th District
Democrat: Andy Wilson.
Republican: Randy Neu8gebauer 
(i).
Libertarian: Richard “Chip” Peter-
son.

Lots of choices for March primaries

Officials: New state laws 
impact appraisal process

County commissioner, district judge seats among races to be contested

McKibben

Frost covers mounds of 
road construction material 
in the 1800 block of 
Scurry this morning. A 
cold front is forecast to 
move through the area 
Wednesday evening, 
dropping temperatures into 
the teens.

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Bird Poop



• GUADALUPE RIOS CASTILLO, 66, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on 
charges of violation of a protective order and resist-
ing arrest, search or transportation.

• ERNEST WILLIAM CLARK, 69, was transferred 
to the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• RODNEY LYNN COX, 52, was transferred to the 
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a revoked bond 
charge of theft by check and charges of no driver’s 
license and no seat belt.

• SHAWN PERCY FISHER, 36, was transferred to 
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
no driver’s license.

• STANLEY FRALEY, 45, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges of 
resisting arrest, search or transportation and hin-
dering official duties.

• FABIAN HECTOR GOMEZ, 36, was arrested 
Friday by DPS on a charge of driving while intoxi-
cated.

• RAFAEL GOMEZ, 45, was arrested Monday by 
DPS on a charge of driving while license invalid 
with a previous conviction or suspension.

• ROMAN MIGUEL GOMEZ, 23, was arrested 
Friday by DPS on a charge of driving while intoxi-
cated.

• ALEXANDER EUGENE HERNANDEZ, 17, was 
transferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD 
on charges of interfering with an emergency phone 
call and criminal mischief.

• OSCAR HERNANDEZ, 48, was transferred to the 
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
violation of parole.

• RANDY HERNANDEZ, 23, was transferred to 
the county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of 
driving while intoxicated with a child passenger 
under the age of 15, evading arrest or detention 
with a vehicle and unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle.

• KEITH HILARIO, 25, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while license invalid with a previous con-
viction.

• FRANK LEE JACKSON, 51, was transferred to 
the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• JOHN CHRISTOPHER MARTINEZ, 36, was 
transferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD 
on a charge of assault Class C – family violence.

• JOSE HILARIO MARTINEZ, 23, was transferred 
to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• TAIWAN BORSHAY MUNSON, 29, was arrested 
Monday by DPS on a charge of driving while license 
invalid.

• JOSE PEREZ, 34, was transferred to the county 
jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of public intox-
ication.

• KENNETH ALAN POTTER, 40, was arrested 
Sunday by the HCSO on a charge of disorderly con-
duct – offensive gesture.

• JEREMY DON RAINEY, 20, was arrested Friday 
by DPS on charges of driving while intoxicated, 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less and 
evading arrest or detention with a vehicle.

• ROSENDO SUBIA ROBLES, 30, was arrested 
Friday by the HCSO on a charge of driving while 
intoxicated – open container.

• JEANNIE RUSHING, 34, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a contempt 
charge for theft by check.

• MARK HOLLIS RYERSON, 21, was transferred 
to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge 
of public intoxication.

• MARK ANTHONY SALAZAR, 19, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of disorderly conduct – language.

• JOHNNY TREVINO, 19, was transferred to the 
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
assault Class C – family violence.

• EDWARD URESTI, 37, was arrested Monday by 
the HCSO on a charge of theft – more than $1,500, 
less than $20,000.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of 
Westover Road. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of 
Gregg Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported 14 miles east 
of Big Spring on Highway 350. One person was 
transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1600 block of 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 2700 
block of Navajo.

• AUTOMOBILE FIRE was reported in the 1900 
block of S. Gregg Street.
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Dr. Rudy Haddad 
Board Certified In Urology

Fellow American College Of Surgeons

Adults and Pediatrics
Flu Shots

Available Now
- Office Treatment of Enlarged

Prostate Profile (Instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
Problem with Medication

(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser
& Shockwave Technology

- Sexual Dysfunction

1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103
Big Spring, Tx 79720
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NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 1-7-10

267-8226       1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 20 Years

HEALTH SMART • UNITED HEALTHCARE • PRONET
CHAMPUS • BCBS • AETNA • HUMANA • BEECH STREET

PPO PROVIDER FOR:

ACCEpTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital

& Odessa
Morning Appointments Now Available!!
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Robert Gayle ‘Bob’ Worthy
Robert Gayle “Bob” Worthy, 82, passed away 

peacefully at Parkview Nursing and Rehab Center 
on Oct. 12, 2009, in Big Spring. 

He was born Dec. 19, 1926, in 
Donie to Roy and Violet Needham 
Worthy.

Bob graduated from Donie High 
School and then attended Baylor 
University. He played basketball at 
Baylor  1944 through 1945. However, 
before graduation and during the 
last months of World War II he 
joined the Merchant Marines and 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean many 
times, ferrying supplies to our 

forces in Europe. On return trips his ship some-
times carried captured Germans to camps in the 
U.S.

After discharge he joined his father, Roy Worthy, 
in the lumber and drilling mud business out of 
Donie and Buffalo. Later he joined friends in 
Australia and formed and operated an oil company. 
After that he lived in Rockport and Houston, mar-
keting and selling homes he had bought and 
improved on.

Nearly three years ago he moved to Big Spring to 
be near his brother, Jerry, and his nephew, Roy 
Bishop Worthy. Others in Big Spring include Roy’s 
wife, Michelle, and their six-year-old son, Jeb 
Worthy. His niece, Ann Worthy-Stephenson, and 
her husband, Tim, live near Christchurch, New 
Zealand.

Since Ann and Tim returned to the United States 
from New Zealand in late December, Bob’s memo-
rial services were held at St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church and Columbarium on Tuesday, Jan. 5, 
2010.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Dale Ray Merrifield
Dale Ray Merrifield, 70, of Midland died Friday, 

Jan. 1, 2010, at Midland Memorial Hospital.
Dale was born July 26, 1939, in Burleson to 

Spencer and Sarah Merrifield. He was raised in Big 
Spring. He married Joan Derington on Feb. 14, 
1962. They lived in various cities before settling in 
Midland in 1976. Until his illness in 2002, he had 
worked for First Service AC and Heating for many 
years.

Dale was preceded in death by his parents. He is 
survived by his wife, Joan Merrifield of Midland; 
son, Dale Wayne Merrifield of Midland; daughters, 
Lori Garza and husband, Oscar, of Colorado City, 
and Amanda Evans of Midland; brother, Doug 
Merrifield and wife, Terrie, also of Midland; five 
grandchildren, two nephews and one niece.

A memorial service will be held today at 4 p.m. at 
the Church in the Wind, 2612 W. Front St. in 
Midland.

Funeral services are under the direction of 
Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin Funeral Home. Family 
messages and condolences may be emailed to: pip-
kin@nts-online.net.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the 

First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels 
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are 
welcome. For more information, contact Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599.

• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• JEANNIE MARIE RUSHING, 34, of Brady, was 
arrested Monday on an Ector County warrant.

• EDWARD URESTI, 37, of Midland, was arrested 
Monday on a warrant from Tom Green County.

• SHAWN PERCY FISHER, 36, of 538 Westover 
Rd. Apt. 120, was arrested Tuesday on a local war-
rant.

• TERRORISTIC THREAT was reported in the 
1300 block of Madison.

• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 
reported in the 600 block of Steakly.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported:
in the 1900 block of N. Highway 87.
in the 500 block of Lamesa.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 64 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• WILLIAM GILBERT AGUILAR, 20, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• CELESTINO ALVAREZ, 51, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• VICTOR TREVINO ANAYA, 25, was transferred 
to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges 
of possession of marijuana – two ounces or less, 
failure to identify as a fugitive from justice – inten-
tionally giving false information and driving while 
license invalid.

• TOMMY WREN CAMBELL, 54, was transferred 
to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• MICHAEL WILLIAM CARNAHAN, 20, was 
arrested Saturday by DPS on a charge of driving 
while license invalid with a previous conviction.

Fire/EMS

Obituaries

Sheriff

Police blotter

Support Groups

Jim Bell
Jim Bell, 61, of Big Spring died Saturday, Jan. 2, 

2010, in Slaton. There will be a gathering from 11 
a.m. until 1 p.m. Thursday at his home at the Whip-
In RV Park.

He was born July 6, 1948, in North Platte, Neb., to 
Doris and Arthur Bell. He was a Vietnam veteran, 
having served in the Navy. He married Joan Metcalf 
on Dec. 11, 1971, in Denver. They moved to Big 
Spring in 2004. He was the owner of the Whip-In RV 
Park.

He is survived by his wife, Joan Bell of Big 
Spring; son, Ronnie Bell of Augusta, Kan.; four 
grandchildren; one sister, Donna McKim of Big 
Spring; and two brothers, Robert Bell of Arapaho, 
Neb., and William Bell of Denver.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by one son, Michael Bell.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Leonard Schafer
Leonard Schafer, 80, of Big Spring died Tuesday, 

Jan. 5, 2010, at the Hospice House of Odessa. His 
services are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

Richard Morris
Richard Morris, 74, of Big Spring died Monday, 

Jan. 4, 2009, at his residence. Services are pending 
at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.



FILINGS
Continued from Page 1

Moore III announced in 
November he would not 
seek re-election after 
serving more than 20 
years as district judge.

Also up for election in 
local races will be the 
U.S. Representative 19th 
District seat, currently 
held by Randy Neuge-
bauer (R-Lubbock), and 
the District 85 Texas 
Representative seat 
held by Joe Heflin (D-
Crosbyton).

Both Neugebauer and 
Heflin announced in 
December they are run-
ning for re-election. Hef-
lin, who is unopposed on 
the Democratic ticket, 
will have to face either 
Jim Landtroop or David 
Andrew — both of whom 
are running on the Re-
publican ticket — in 
the November election. 
Heflin has also drawn a 
Libertarian challenger, 
as Robyn L. Burwell of 
Abilene has filed his 
candidacy, as well.

Neugebauer drew 
a pair of challengers. 
Lubbock’s Andy Wilson 
will run unopposed on 
the Democratic ticket, 
as will Lubbock’s Rich-

ard “Chip” Peterson on 
the Libertarian ticket, 
sending the contest to 
the November election.

According to Howard 
County Elections Ad-
ministrator Saundra 
Bloom, the deadline for 
area residents to regis-
ter to vote is Feb. 1, with 
early voting set to begin 
Feb. 16.

“It sounds like we have 
plenty of time between 
the end of filing and the 
election, but it comes a 
lot sooner than you re-

alize,” said Bloom. “We 
have to get the ballots 
ready and proofed, then 
programmed into the 
voting booths, and all 
of that has to be done 
before the beginning of 
early voting in the mid-
dle of February. Need-
less to say, January will 
be pretty busy for us.”

Early voting will run 
from Feb. 16 until Feb. 
26 at the elections of-
fice, located on the third 
floor of the Howard 
County Courthouse.

For more information 
on the election or voter 
registration, contact the 
Howard County Elec-
tions Office at 264-2273.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com
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Exchange Your Old Glucose Meter
For A New FREE Meter!

*While Supplies Last

• No Coding required
• Glucose control detection
• Hematocrit range-20-60%
• Easy-to-read display
• Strip release button
• Alternate site testing
• Automatic On/Off

• 7-14 and 30-day averaging
• 4 testing reminder alarms
• Audible fill detection
• Weekday display
• Ketone test reminder

True Performance State-of-the Art Design
Come By Leonard’s Pharmacy, Professional Pharmacy or Leonard’s Clinic

for your FREE  Exchange! 208689

* ATTENTION DIABETICS *

®

STOP LEG CRAMPS 
BEFORE THEY STOP YOU.

CAL-09902 Rev 0709  Copyright © 2009 Mission Pharmacal Company. All rights reserved.

Calcet® is designed to help stop low calcium leg 

cramps. Just ask your pharmacist.

Petite Tablet 
 with More Calcium 

& Vitamin D3

Helps fight  
leg cramps

For those 
with milk allergies

Fights 
osteoporosis

Phone: (432) 263-5517                                         1701 Lancaster
                                                               Big Spring, TX 79720

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider” 209148

www.kellynewtoninsurance.com

COTTON & GRAIN SALES
NOW THROUGH MARCH 15

Abilene Travel Show 
Saturday, January 9 

1:00 PM 
Southern Hills Church         

of Christ  
3666 Buffalo Gap Road 

Abilene, Texas 
*Due to construction, please 

enter at South or West entrances. 

Big Spring Travel Show 
Thursday, January 7 

2:00 PM 
Dora Roberts Com. Center 

Comanche Trail Park 
100 Whipkey Drive 
Big Spring, Texas 

3262 South 27th Street 
Abilene, Texas  79605 

(325) 692-1308    *    1-888-692-1308 
www.bilbreytours.com 

Concho Valley Travel Show 
Wednesday, January 6 

2:00 PM 
Senior Annex Station 618 

618 South Chadbourne 
San Angelo, Texas 

Permian Basin Travel Show 
Thursday, January 7 

9:00 AM 
Holiday Inn Express Hotel 
5309 West Loop 250 North 

Midland, Texas 

You are invited to one or all! 

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 01/31/10
178311

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Hilbert William 
Treharn, 77, died 
December 21, 2009. 
Memorial services will 
be at 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 5, 2010 
at Gateway Baptist 
Church.  

H e r m e n e j i l d o 
"Herman" Romero, 96, 
died Thursday. Funeral 
Mass will be at 10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church with 
burial at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park.  

Eliazar "Charlie" 
Rodriguez, 77, died 
Friday. Vigil services 
will be at 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel. Funeral 
Mass will be at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church 
with burial at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

Jim Bell, 61, died 
Saturday. A gathering 
will be from 11:00 a.m. 
until 1:00 PM Thursday 
at his home at the Whip-
In R. V. Park. 

Richard Morris, 74, of 
Big Spring died Monday, 
January 4, 2009, at his 
residence. Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home. 

Jean Lancaster, 86, 
died Thursday. A 
Memorial Service will 
be at 1:30 p.m. Saturday 
at the Stewart Family 
Funeral Home Chapel in 
Tyler.APPRAISAL

Continued from Page 1

appraisal process and 
increase the oversight 
of appraisal districts to 
ensure they are follow-
ing uniform appraisal 
practices and proce-
dures. HB 1038 by Rep. 
Ken Paxton ensures 
appraisers continue to 
consider all comparable 
properties when 
appraising a home, 
including those recently 
sold at foreclosure or 
that have decreased in 
value.

“We implemented 
measures that will pro-
vide greater protection 
for property owners by 
adding transparency 
and fairness to the ap-
praisal process,” Gov. 
Perry said in a recent 
press release.

According to Howard 
County Chief Appraiser 
Brett McKibben, other 
changes implemented 

will impact how taxable 
values set by the ap-
praisal district’s board 
are carried over from 
year to year, as well as 
how the state comptrol-
ler keeps an eye on indi-
vidual districts.

“When the ARB (ap-
praisal review board) 
sets a value, I can’t go 
back next year and go 
above that value just be-
cause I feel it’s too low,” 
said McKibben. “The 
new law requires me to 
present solid evidence 
as to why the previous 
value from the ARB is 
too low. That’s one of 
the major changes this 
year.

“Another big change 
is the way we are re-
viewed by the comp-
troller’s office. Before, 
the comptroller’s office 
would go in each year 
and check to make sure 
we were within 5 per-
cent — either under or 
above — the valuation 
they’ve determined. 

That has changed to 
every other year. This 
year there won’t be a 
property study. How-
ever, we will participate 
in a MAP (methods and 
procedures), where they 
will come in and audit 
our office.”

Additional measures 
Perry said will strength-
en the appraisal process 
include the passage of 
Propositions 2 and 3 by 
Texas voters in Novem-
ber. Proposition 2 will 
ensure that residential 
property is appraised 
only based on its use as 
a homestead, instead of 
being appraised based 
on a hypothetical alter-
nate use. Proposition 3 
will allow the Legisla-
ture to adopt uniform 
statewide appraisal 
standards in the future. 
Both of these measures 
will increase transpar-
ency and accountabil-
ity in the appraisal pro-
cess.

And while the legisla-

ture certainly addressed 
the appraisal process in 
Texas, McKibben said 
the one thing it didn’t 
address is one of the big-
gest concerns in Howard 
County: the appraisal of 
oil refineries.

“An oil refinery is a 
unique property, and 
they generally don’t test 
unique facilities,” said 
McKibben.

The refinery’s owner, 
Alon USA, and the How-
ard County Appraisal 
District have been at 
odds for several years, 
with the oil giant con-
testing several apprais-
al values over the past 
few years, including lit-
igation in 118th District 
Court.

Alon USA disputed 
its 2009 taxes before 
the end of the year, but 
withdrew its petition 
to have the matter go to 
court soon after.

However, McKibben 
said the appraisal dis-
trict will be doing ev-

erything it can to avoid 
further tax disputes 
with the oil company.

“We’re going to strive 
not to go through this 
again,” said McKibben. 
“No one wants to have 
to go through all of this 
again.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 2-9-19-32. Bonus Ball: 
34.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 
0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 10-11-16-22-35.
Number matching five of five: 3. Prize: $8,384.
Winning ticket purchased in: Mount Pleasant, 

Houston, Fort Worth.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 7-8-0-3. Sum It 
Up: 18.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 8-1-2. Sum It Up: 11.

Lottery

Take Note
 • There will be a blood drive at the Eastside Bap-

tist Church on Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
address is 1108 E. Sixth in the fellowship hall.

• Birdwell Lane Baptist Church is selling cook-
books to raise funds for the church. The cook books 
can be purchased by calling Pat Steen at (432) 263-
3035.

• T&P Federal Credit Union has set up an account 
for Arthur Hernandez Jr.  for medical expenses. Ar-
thur has had numerous medical problems the past 
couple of years. He has had several surgeries on his 
stomach, the last one a few weeks ago. After the sur-
gery he developed a staph infection. He is still in 
the hospital. The out-of-pocket expenses, the travel 
and expenses for his wife and many other numer-
ous expenses are mounting up.  Please help Arthur 
and his wife Melinda in this difficult time and make 
a much-needed donation.

U.S. embassy says it 
is reopening in Yemen, 
following two-day closure 

SAN’A, Yemen (AP) — The U.S. Em-
bassy in Yemen reopened its doors 
Tuesday after a two-day closure, say-
ing successful Yemeni counterterror-
ism operations have addressed the 
threat that prompted the measure.

The embassy shut down because of 
an imminent al-Qaida attack. In an 
announcement on its Web site, the em-
bassy said Yemeni actions “have ad-
dressed a specific area of concern, and 
have contributed to the Embassy<s 
decision to resume operations.”

The reopening comes a day after 
Yemeni security forces clashed with 
al-Qaida fighters, killing two, in the 
latest sign the embattled, longtime 
president is making good on vows 
that his country will cooperate with 
the United States in fighting the ter-
ror network.

The Yemeni Interior Ministry said 
Tuesday it had increased security 
measures around embassies.

“There is nothing to fear from any 
threats of terror attack,” the ministry 
said in a statement. “Security is good 
in the capital and the provinces, and 
there is no fear for the lives of any for-
eigner or foreign embassy.”

Washington is embracing Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh in the 
battle against al-Qaida’s offshoot here. 
With an injection of U.S. counterter-
ror aid and help for its security forc-
es, Yemen’s government has vowed in 
recent weeks to work with the U.S. in 
stamping out the estimated hundreds 
of al-Qaida fighters who have built up 

strongholds in the country’s remote 
regions. 

Obama to announce new 
airline safety measures 
after meeting with national 
security team

WASHINGTON (AP) — President 
Barack Obama is announcing new 
measures Tuesday to beef up airline 
security after an alleged terrorist at-
tempt to destroy a Detroit-bound U.S. 
airliner on Christmas Day.

Fresh off a Hawaiian vacation 
dominated by news of the incident, 
Obama scheduled a meeting Tuesday 
afternoon with high-ranking govern-
ment officials charged with carrying 
out two reviews he ordered after the 
botched attack — on screening for 
airline passengers and on the U.S. 
terror watch-list system.

After the meeting, to which 20 offi-
cials were invited, Obama will talk to 
the public about his findings, as well 
as a series of new steps to improve 
the watch lists and thwart future ter-
rorist attacks, the White House said.

The Transportation Security Ad-
ministration already has directed 
airlines, effective Monday, to give 
full-body, pat-down searches to U.S.-
bound travelers from Yemen, Nige-
ria, Saudi Arabia and 11 other coun-
tries.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates, Homeland Security Secretary 
Janet Napolitano, CIA Director Leon 
Panetta and FBI Director Robert Mu-
eller were among those expected to 
meet with Obama in the White House 

World briefs▼
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It’s not economy, it’s national survival

Let house prices do what they must

T
he Washington Post’s 
Dan Balz thinks that 
“with new priorities, 
Obama and Democrats 

can recover in 2010.” Sorry, Dan; 
it’s about more than priorities. 
It’s a matter of their worldview.

Balz dutifully 
cites “the size 
of the problems 
President Obama 
inherited” and 
“the battles he 
chose to take on 
during his first 
year” as mitigating 
factors that may 
lead to the public’s 
understanding and 
allow Obama an 
opportunity to hit 
“the reset button.”

Balz says Obama’s advisers 
believe he can “pivot” in the first 
few months of 2010 and restore 
his standing with the American 
people. Balz offers four “ele-
ments” that “might allow that to 
happen”: refocus on the econ-
omy; move Congress offstage; 
get serious about the deficit and 
spending; and avoid overloading 
the circuits.

Let’s briefly examine Balz’s 
analysis — an analysis that is 
doubtlessly typical for Beltway 
media elites.

First, Obama’s free-falling 
approval ratings are not a result 
of problems he inherited. How 
long are he and his liberal media 
shills going to milk this “blame 
Bush” mantra like a bunch of 
reprobate school kids? Balz is 
onto something, however, in cit-
ing “the battles he chose to take 
on during his first year.” But 
he’s wrong that it is a mitigating 
factor.

Let me throw out something 
that’s a bit counterintuitive. 
I don’t believe the public has 
lost faith in Obama over the 
economy. And the public’s angst 
is about more than just its losing 

faith in him.
The public is scared to death 

— not about the ebbs and flows 
of the economy in the short 
term, but about the very sur-
vival of the country — because 
of the reckless spending policies 
Obama is deliberately pursuing 
and the other “elements” of his 
destructive agenda to remake 
America in his image — includ-
ing going soft on terrorism.

What Balz needs to get through 
his head — and then share with 
his impervious colleagues — is 
that Obama didn’t undertake his 
radical agenda to turn America 
into a full-blown socialist state 
because of “the size of the prob-
lems (he) inherited.” That was 
just a convenient excuse.

He has been groomed, men-
tored and polished for this very 
task since he was a little boy. He 
is taking out his grudge against 
America, an America he views 
as fundamentally unfair, inequi-
table, imperialistic and exploi-
tive, but as a powerful resource 
for change — if only he can 
fundamentally transform it.

I might remind Mr. Balz that 
Obama’s agenda didn’t signifi-
cantly change with the unfold-
ing of the financial crisis that led 
to TARP. He has had his sights 
on a single-payer health care 
system for years. He had plans 
to “spread the wealth around” 
long before TARP became an 
acronym. He and his wife were 
trashing America as arrogant 
and dismissive long before this 
economic crisis fell into their 
laps just months before the 2008 
election.

So, yes, Obama’s standing with 
the American people is related 
to “the battles he chose to take 
on during his first year,” but not 
in a positive way. Those battles 
don’t qualify as mitigating fac-
tors, Mr. Balz, because they were 
undertaken not to improve the 
economy, but to consummate, in 

substance, a Cold War victory 
for the communists after they 
had otherwise been defeated.

The fainthearted among us 
can blanch at the suggestion 
that Obama is a Marxist — and 
accuse me of name-calling or 
incivility — but my intention is 
not to inflame. It is to communi-
cate the truth in accurate terms 
to help people understand the 
magnitude of the threat we face 
by this assault on our liberties.

Obama didn’t impose his Dra-
conian stimulus bill or omnibus 
spending bills to jump-start the 
economy. He did it to trans-
fer wealth and establish slush 
funds for re-election. He didn’t 
push cap and trade to reduce 
“global warming,” but to bring 
America down to size with the 
“underdeveloped” nations of 
the world. He didn’t obsessively 
promote Obamacare to improve 
the economy, “bend the cost 
curve” (what a joke!), achieve 
universal coverage or improve 
the quality of health care. He did 
it to amplify the federal govern-
ment’s power over all aspects of 
our lives.

Mr. Balz, wake up. Obama isn’t 
even trying to “get serious about 
the deficit and spending.” That’s 
a cruel ruse. Look at his project-
ed deficits in the out-years. He 
is planning on deficits in excess 
of a trillion dollars from here 
forward, even after the economy 
fully recovers.

The country cannot sustain 
this. The public knows it and is 
outraged and horrified by it. Our 
children cannot live in freedom 
if this insane recklessness is not 
stopped. 

It’s not about the economy, 
stupid! It’s about the survival of 
this great nation.

David Limbaugh is a writer, 
author and attorney.
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T
o paraphrase Yogi 
Berra, the bubble’s not 
over till the last drop 
splatters. That is cer-

tainly the case with the hous-
ing bubble. Home prices that 
seemed to be strengthening over 
the summer have 
again slipped, 
according to the 
S&P Case-Shiller 
index. Neither low 
interest rates nor 
a fat tax credit for 
homebuyers has 
changed this real-
ity.

For the record, 
the city that took 
the biggest hit in 
2009 was Las Ve-
gas, where prices 
fell 27 percent. 
Denver took the smallest hit — 
prices there slid a tiny tenth of 
one percent.

Some worry that home prices 
are headed for a double dip and 
want Washington to do some-
thing about it. We should worry 
that Washington takes their 
advice.

First off, falling prices are not 
all bad. They obviously make 
housing more affordable. The 
bubble sent prices so high that 
people who refused to borrow 
recklessly couldn’t purchase a 
home. Every now and then, the 
prudent deserve a reward.

The crash in house prices 
has helped struggling indus-
trial states in the Midwest and 
Northeast to retain some of their 

population. New York, New 
Jersey, Ohio and Michigan are 
among the states that probably 
would have lost more people to 
the Sunbelt had their residents 
been able to sell their homes at 
acceptable prices. (The indus-
try’s unromantic term for the 
phenomenon is “house arrest.”)

This could have some political 
consequences: The 2010 census 
will be used to reapportion mem-
bership in the House of Repre-
sentatives. It won’t prevent the 
Northern states and Louisiana 
from losing seats — or the Sun-
belt and Washington state from 
gaining them. But it could slow 
the transfer of political power 
across regions.

The bubble’s not over till it’s 
over, and there’s no way to slow 
its disintegration that doesn’t 
involve innocent taxpayers.

The federal government may 
have had a valid role in stabiliz-
ing prices in the middle of the 
near-financial collapse of over a 
year ago. But those days of panic 
are well past.

True, one in four mortgages is 
underwater — it’s higher than 
the value of the house. Further 
drops in house prices undoubt-
edly will send more mortgages 
into the drink. But stocks have 
staged a big recovery, job losses 
have slowed, and consumers are 
more confident that the economy 
will improve. The good news can 
counter the bad.

Tighter lending standards at 
Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and 
the Federal Housing Adminis-

tration will work against higher 
house prices, but what should 
we do about that? Insist that 
they continue backing the sort of 
risky mortgages that got us into 
this trouble?

If Washington wants to bring 
buyers into the market, the 
simplest thing would be to an-
nounce that the hefty tax credit 
for homebuyers will not be 
renewed when it expires next 
spring. Everyone should also be 
reminded that the Federal Re-
serve Bank has vowed to end its 
program to keep mortgage rates 
low by March 31. That interest 
rates have already started climb-
ing should stand as a warning 
to laid-back house shoppers of 
what lies ahead.

A change in consumer mental-
ity can somewhat cushion the 
economy from additional slips in 
house prices. Much of the public 
has stopped regarding a house 
as a no-fail investment and the 
equity in it as mad money to be 
blown on every whim. The home 
is again a place to live, so a rise 
or fall in its value is chiefly the 
concern of those who plan to 
move.

The federal government’s job 
now is to put in force new finan-
cial regulations that will prevent 
future sorrow. While it can’t 
stop a bubble that’s bursting, it 
can stop one from forming.
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T
here’s little time left. That’s right, you 
only have a couple of weeks left to 
make nominations for Man and Wom-
an of the Year. So take a few minutes 

and think back on the past year and the things 
people here in Big Spring and Howard County 
have done.

There’s no question that there have been plen-
ty of special projects, volunteer opportunities 
and times when we’ve seen others do things 
that make this a better world for others. Some of 
us even have first-hand experience along those 
lines.

Sometimes such work is done in ways a great 
many of us don’t know. Other times, the work of 
others is visible for all the world to see.

Here’s your chance to maybe say a thank you 
because here’s a chance to get the recognition 
these people deserve.

There are, of course, a couple of stipulations: 
Only a chamber can nominate someone for the 
honors, and people who hold political office 
should not be nominated.

So if you have nominee in mind but aren’t a 
chamber member, perhaps you consider becom-
ing one, or at least approach a chamber mem-
ber and seek their endorsement of the person or 
persons you’d like to honor.

But you have to act fast. The chamber will 
only accept nominations until 5 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 15.

The two awards will be handed out at the 
chamber’s annual banquet — set this year for 
Feb.11 in the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum.

Nomination forms to fill out and the list of cri-
teria are available at the chamber.

The chamber office are located at 215 W. Third 
St. To request nomination forms, or for more in-
formation, call 263-7641.

Once the deadline is past, a group of past re-
cipients will be asked to look over the list of 
nominees and choose a new Man and Woman 
of the Year.

Deadline nears
for Man, Woman
of Year award
nominations

letter policies

how to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

a small prayer

May we enjoy this world that You created for us, 
Lord.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

Courtesy photo

With a four-foot wingspan, a great horned owl sets out from a daytime 
roost to hunt for rabbits, rats, skunks, raccoons and even other owls during 
the night. Coupled with phenomenal eyesight and hearing, its silent flight 
enables it to drop quickly upon unsuspecting prey.

Bird Poop:
Good Samaritan helps
save blinded horned owl
A

lthough win-
ter had not 
officially been 
declared, the 

day’s forecast had sug-
gested at least a sweater 
against the northeast 
wind. After making 
sure she had every-
thing for a visit with 
her aunt, the woman 
headed for 
the inter-
state and 
the drive 
west.

Accus-
tomed to 
the mo-
notonous 
miles 
of pave-
ment and 
trucks, 
she used 
the time to 
think about the upcom-
ing holidays. Inter-
rupted by an unusual 
shape standing in the 
withered, roadside 
grasses, her planning 
would have to wait.

Braking as safely as 
possible, she stopped 
on the shoulder. Slowly 
backing her car, she 
approached whatever it 
was she had seen. 

Not far from the pave-
ment’s edge was a large 
owl. As her car drew 
closer, the bird started 
half-walking, half-wad-
dling away from the 
highway.

The sound of her 
shutting the door and 
opening the one behind 
seemed to make the 
raptor flee even fast-
er. Barreling into thick 
clumps of dried growth, 
the owl stumbled but 
then continued its 
escape.

Finally realizing the 
raptor wouldn’t fly, and 
fearing for its safety, 
the woman pulled a 
long, rectangular box 
from the rear seat. Run-
ning after the owl, she 
was determined to try 
to catch the bird if pos-
sible.

With each step she 
took, the owl seemed 
to change its direc-
tion. When she paused 
to catch her breath, the 
bird stopped also. With 
her next movement, 
she realized the noise 
she was making in 
pursuit of it was caus-
ing the creature to veer 
and crash into the next 

obstacle in its path.
By this time, others 

had decided to join in 
the chase. While ap-
preciating the man who 
had stopped to help, 
she was becoming very 
apprehensive of two, 
large white dogs that 
were running toward 
the commotion from a 
different direction.

With both hands 
securely on the sides of 
the box, she hurriedly 
extended her arms 
and stretched forward 
enough to place the box 
over the owl. Slowly 
tilting the cardboard 
container, she was able 
to allow the owl to slide 
to the opposite end.

Calling ahead, the 
woman and her aunt 
soon arrived in my 
driveway. When I saw 
the box, I thought it was 
a miracle the woman 
had escaped any injury. 
Inside, a magnificent 
great horned owl stood 
quietly in the bottom of 
its makeshift carrier.

After listening to 
the woman’s story, I 
reached inside for the 
familiar tussle to come.

As my gloved hands 
pressed the bird’s 
wings to its body, it 
“came unglued.”  

In a second, the raptor 
had managed to slip 
free and grab one hand 
with the usual strength 
of such a large bird of 
prey. 

Fortunately, the Kev-
lar lining for such work 
had lived up to its repu-
tation. Preventing the 
talons from piercing the 
leather, the inner glove 
still allowed me to feel 
the extreme pressure 
these birds can inflict 
with their feet.

While the owl was 
preoccupied with what 
it thought it held, I was 
able to slip the fin-
gers of my other hand 
between and around 
its legs. Lifting it out 
of the box, I could then 
extract the captured fin-
gers as the bird finally 
relaxed.

Holding the great 

horned so the women 
could see its beautifully 
barred chest and belly,

ear tufts, facial discs 
rimmed with black, 
white throat and large 
black bill, I turned 
the owl so they could 
appreciate the mottled 
appearance of its wings. 
The only aspect miss-
ing were typical yellow 
eyes.

As the raptor stared 
ahead, it was obvious, 
to me, that the bird had 
suffered head trauma.

One eye was com-
pletely dilated, while 
the other was nearly 
swollen shut. Turbu-
lence created by a truck 
could have slammed 
the owl to the ground.

Blind, the great 
horned owl would 
require anti-inflamma-
tory and eye medica-
tions, hand feeding and 
lots of time for possible 
recovery. Having dealt 
with similar hawks 
and owls, we knew how 
dangerous they could 

be without sight. Any 
noise or movement 
would prompt rapid 
foot strikes with sharp 
talons.

Two days later, a 
volunteer from South 
Plains in Lubbock 
met us in Lamesa for 
a transfer. Several 
hours later, a call from 
Gail Barnes said their 
veterinarian had put 
the great horned owl in 
an oxygen chamber to 
prompt healing.

Telling me of another 
owl that had suffered a 
similar injury, she said 
after months of rehab, 
the bird had regained 
sight in one eye. As 
time passed, it had 
started to kill its food, 
was flying and ulti-
mately released.

Twelve days after 
arriving in Lubbock, 
our great horned owl 
started eating on its 
own. By placing dark 
mice on white platters 
and white mice on dark 
dishes, the volunteers 

could determine if the 
raptor was capable of 
distinguishing shadows 
and contrast. Another 
encouraging aspect was 
the return of color in its 
eyes.

Four days later, a call 
from Gail confirmed 
that, according to the 
veterinarian, the owl 
was definitely seeing 
some out of one eye. To 
anticipate that it might 
be as fortunate as the 
other owl was encour-
aging.

When informed of 
the owl’s progress after 
Christmas, the woman 
from Abilene said her 
aunt thought we prob-
ably laughed at her 
chasing an owl through 
an open field. 

“Not hardly,” I an-
swered, “We were 
laughing with you.”

Federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds, Bebe McCa-
sland is author of The 
Scoop from Bird Poop.

BeBe

Mccacland

Dallas police aim to help, not jail, prostitutes
DALLAS (AP) — It 

was nearly midnight in 
a cramped mobile court-
room in the back of an 
18-wheeler, and a pros-
titute in a Tweety Bird 
shirt was apologizing to 
a judge for falling asleep 
during her hearing.

She hadn’t slept for 
three days and was com-
ing down from a crack 
high, she explained. The 
combination left her 
too impaired to make a 
choice that only Dallas 
offers prostitutes: Go to 
rehab or go to jail.

With those options, 
the city is taking a new 
approach to the world’s 
oldest profession. Police 
treat prostitutes as sex 
crime victims, offer-
ing many a chance to 
clean up and get off the 
streets.

The program’s advo-
cates acknowledge its 
success has been lim-
ited — about half of the 
375 women have cho-
sen rehab, and just 21 
have turned their lives 
around. But authorities 
say they’re gaining the 
women’s trust and have 
gotten leads on unsolved 
crimes.

The program could 

soon spread beyond 
Dallas. More than 200 
law enforcement agents 
from the U.S. and 
Canada attended the 
National Prostitution 
Diversion conference 
here in November. 
Since then, groups from 
Edmonton, Atlanta and 
Fort Worth have asked 
for more information 
about the program.

“We are the pioneers, 
I suppose,” said Renee 
Breazeale, program 
director for Homeward 
Bound, a nonprofit 
detoxification and coun-
seling center in Dallas. 
“It’s the only police-led 
program and represents 
a change of culture for 
law enforcement.”

The program starts 
with a monthly roundup 
of prostitutes in an area 
health officials consider 
the national epicenter 
of syphilis. Dallas vice 
police have identified 
more than 1,300 pros-
titutes working four 
truck stops serve that 
more than 2,000 big rigs 
a day.

“Truckers were con-
ducting counter-surveil-
lance for prostitutes,” 
Dallas police Sgt. Louis 
Felini said.

Bridal Fair
14th Annual

Presented by: Permian Basin
Bridal Association (PBBA)

Colours of Couture
January 10, 2010 • 1-6 pm

    Fashion Show: 4:30 PM   Admission: $5 per person
Including Strollers

Brides register for Door Prizes
Proceeds donated to local Charities
www.basinbridal.org 210176
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The Virgo moon and 
Capricorn sun empha-
size self-discipline, 
though not in a harsh 
way. These planets pre-
fer a manner that’s less 
like a drill sergeant and 
more like an encourag-
ing life coach. The 
emphasis is on consis-
tent and doable steps. 
Backbreaking efforts 
might succeed in the 
short run, 
but gentle 
efforts will 
be sustain-
able. 

A R I E S 
( M a r c h 
2 1 - A p r i l 
19). Your 
ideas about 
the direc-
tion in 
which a 
r e l a t i o n -
ship should go will not 
completely match up 
with the ideas of anoth-
er. But there is enough 
common ground upon 
which to build some-
thing that will be mutu-
ally agreeable. 

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). You’ll have 
a stylistic choice to 
make between what is 
cool and what is func-
tional. Only you can 
know whether it’s more 
important for you to be 
cutting edge or practi-
cal in this matter. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Your vigilant efforts 
prove that you are ener-
getic, vital and relevant. 
But it’s your stillness 
that will count for more 
today. Constant activity 
is immature. Knowing 
when not to act is the 
true test of wisdom. 

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). Is it possible 
that you have an aver-
sion to fun? Your recent 
decision to forgo your 
whims in favor of work-
ing (and working and 
working...) suggests 
that “fun” is low on the 
priority list. Consider 
whether it should be. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Though of course you 
know that you are 
responsible for your 
own life, it certainly 
seems as if someone else 
is having more than his 
or her fair share of influ-
ence over it today. Draw 
the line.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). When you change 
your direction, others 
must adjust —or get run 
over. Honor their pro-
cess. Some people take a 
long time to process 
change. Try to occupy 
yourself while you wait 
for them to come 
around.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). You’ll be taking on 
the most challenging 
opponent of all —the 
one inside your own 

head. It’s optimistic you 
versus pessimistic you. 
Before optimistic you 
can win in this situa-
tion, you must believe 
that winning is possi-
ble.

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). You will 
increase your involve-
ment in a mostly thank-
less effort. It’s not 
because the others you 
serve deserve more of 
you. It’s because you 
like who you are becom-
ing in this process 
regardless of the credit 
you receive for it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). Maybe you 
don’t currently feel like 
dancing, but turn up the 
tunes and get moving 
anyway — you won’t 
want to stop. Nothing 
helps you forget your 
worries like letting a 
little rhythm flow 
through your body.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). You can be 
relentless. But today 
there’s a moment of 
doubt in your resolve. 
It’s actually a sign of 
strength. The highest 
achievers know that 
self-analysis is a ham-
mer that fashions the 
strongest confidence. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). You are 
capable of greatness, 
but only when your 
heart’s in it. Be open to 
inspiration. The spark 
that will ignite your 
next chapter of all-out 
effort is close at hand. 

PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). Generally, 
you like being busy, but 
you’ll carve out the 
quiet time necessary to 
make sound decisions. 
Your pacing will be flex-
ible today as you 
respond to your sur-
roundings. 

T O D A Y ’ S 
BIRTHDAY (Jan. 5). 
The year will be paced 
beautifully. You get 
exactly the degree of 
intensity in love, per-
sonal challenge and 
work that you can grace-
fully handle. And a help-
ing hand is always near-
by. Your powers of anal-
ysis lead to success and 
money in February. 
Fitness is a priority in 
June, and you’ll enjoy 
looking and feeling your 
best. Aries and Taurus 
people adore you. Lucky 
numbers are: 10, 3, 33, 25 
and 15. 

J A N U A R Y 
M A K E O V E R 
MADNESS — NEW 
YEAR, NEW YOU: Is 
there a spring in our 
step even though it’s the 
dead of winter? If so, 
you’re catching on to 
the buoyant energy of 
the new decade. It prac-
tically stands up and 
demands a fresh 

approach to living. Each 
astrological sign will 
have a different focus in 
this year of great 
improvements. For 
Taurus, the focus will 
be on the creative side 
of life. Taurus often 
associates being cre-
ative with drawing, 
writing or taking part 
in some sort of fine arts. 
But this year Taurus 
recognizes more fully 
the benefits of applying 
his or her powers of 
imagination to all kinds 
of tasks, from athletics 

to logic to love. Life is 
simply better when we 
bring a fanciful and 
playful awareness to it. 
Through January, 
Taurus will find several 
ways to engage a sense 
of play in even the most 
clinical or serious tasks. 

The result will be raised 
energy levels, an 
increase in favorable 
attention and quite pos-
sibly the start of a fun 
trend that lasts through 
the year and beyond. As 
one famous Taurus said: 
“There is only one you 

in all of time, this 
expression is unique. 
And if you block it, it 
will never exist through 
any other medium and 
it will be lost.” — Martha 
Graham

® 2010 CREATORS.COM
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SAGITTARIUS  4 stars
CAPRICORN  41/2 stars
AQUARIUS 3 stars 
PISCES 31/2 stars
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South chilled by Arctic winds, record snow in East
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — 

Bitter cold and snow sweep-
ing into the eastern U.S left 
part of New England under 
record snowfall and hit 
Southerners with subfreez-
ing temperatures that farm-
ers fear could destroy straw-
berries and other crops.

The deep freeze was expect-
ed to last for at least the rest 

of the week. The National 
Weather Service said the 
mercury could fall below zero 
in St. Louis later this week 
for the first time since 1999.

The duration of the cold 
snap is unusual, especially in 
the South, where the weather 
is typically chilly for just a 
day or two before tempera-
tures rebound into the 50s.

Waves of Arctic air pushed 
into central Mississippi, 
Alabama and the Florida 
Panhandle, where farm-
ers were scrambling to save 
strawberries and tomatoes as 
temperatures dipped into the 
20s and wind chills into the 
teens. Hard freeze warnings 
covered the region Tuesday, 
according to the National 

Weather Service.
Charleston, S.C., was 

expecting subfreezing over-
night lows all week. Parts of 
West Virginia could see 4 to 8 
inches of snow by Wednesday 
morning, and many coun-
ties canceled school Tuesday 
ahead of the storm. A dusting 
of snow fell in western and 
central Kentucky overnight, 

heralding 3 to 5 inches expect-
ed in those areas, with some 
locally heavier amounts.

Record snows were report-
ed over the weekend in 
Vermont. 

In Burlington, a storm 
dumped more than 33 inch-
es, breaking a single-storm 
record of nearly 30 inches set 
in 1969.



MIAMI — It was 
breakfast time, and 
Iowa Hawkeyes defen-
sive coordinator Norm 
Parker sat at a table try-
ing to explain the chal-
lenge of stopping 
Georgia Tech’s triple 
option.

Parker waved his cup 
of morning coffee.

“This is the quarter-
back,” he said.

He grabbed a jug of 

orange juice.
“That’s the fullback,” 

he said.
An empty glass 

became a defensive end, 
and a water bottle 
became a linebacker. 
Soon Parker was push-
ing the containers 
around, trying to con-
tain the Yellow Jackets.

That will be the goal 
for Iowa in the Orange 
Bowl on Tuesday night.

“If you’re a football 
purist, this thing is real-

ly sort of fun,” said 
Parker, a coach for 45 
years. “This triple-
option stuff sort of start-
ed in the late ‘60s. 
Georgia Tech has taken 
this offense and made it 
better and better and 
better. And when a lot 
of people got away from 
the triple option, they 
stayed with it. So now 
what was very common 
is sort of new.

“I’m having fun pre-
paring for it. But all the 

fun I’m having now 
might not be that much 
fun the night of the 
game.”

For opponents, play-
ing the No. 9-ranked 
Yellow Jackets (11-2) 
can be no fun at all. 
Tech ranks second in 
the nation in rushing 
yards per game at 307.2, 
11th in total offense at 
442.7 yards and 11th in 
scoring at 35.3 points.

LUBBOCK — Texas 
Tech athletic direc-
tor Gerald Myers said 
Monday that interim 
coach Ruffin McNeill 
will be strongly consid-
ered for the permanent 
job.

McNeill took over after 
Texas Tech suspended 
Mike Leach indefi-
nitely on Dec. 28 while 
it investigated Adam 
James’ allegations of 
mistreatment after he 
got a concussion. Leach 
was fired two days later, 
and McNeill led the Red 
Raiders to a 41-31 win 
over Michigan State 
in the Alamo Bowl on 
Saturday.

Michigan State took 
a 28-27 lead into the 
fourth quarter, and 
appeared to get a break 
when Tech quarter-
back Taylor Potts left 
the game after injuring 
his non-throwing hand. 
He left with an Alamo 
Bowl-record 372 yards 
and two touchdowns.

With Tech down 
31-27, backup quarter-
back Steven Sheffield 
marched the Red 
Raiders downfield in 
eight plays, the last 
an 11-yard touchdown 
pass to Detron Lewis. 
Baron Batch tacked on a 
25-yard touchdown run 
to put it away.

The Red Raiders must 
find a successor to the 
winningest — and per-
haps most popular — 
head coach in Texas 

Tech history.
McNeill wants the 

job, and this win might 
help. Players were 
unanimous in wanting 
McNeill back, too.

“With Coach Ruff, the 
sky’s the limit,” Batch 
said. “I love that guy.” 
McNeill, 51, met infor-
mally with university 
president Guy Bailey on 
Monday.

“He’s going to have 
strong consideration, 
no doubt about that,” 
Myers said.

McNeill came to Tech 
with Leach in 2000. He 
was elevated to defen-
sive coordinator in 
2007.

Myers said he has 
started the search and 
doesn’t have a big list 
of candidates. He could 
have a pick by the end 
of the week.

Myers declined to iden-
tify any candidates out-
side the program who 
could be interviewed in 
the next couple of days.

Leach has denied he 
mistreated James, son 
of former NFL player 
and ESPN analyst Craig 
James.

Leach also claims he 
was fired for financial 
reasons. He was in the 
first season of a five-
year, $12.7 million con-
tract. His attorney said 
he has plans to file a 
lawsuit against the 
school.

The investigation into 
Adam James’ allega-
tions is ongoing, school 
officials said.

GLENDALE, Ariz. — 
TCU’s defense was sup-
posed to make the dif-
ference against Boise 
State. Instead, a lack of 
offense did.

Andy Dalton was 
intercepted three times 
in the Horned Frogs’ 
first leap onto the big 
stage. One was returned 
51 yards for a touch-
down, one set the stage 
for Boise State’s game-
winning drive and the 
third ended any TCU 
hopes with 18 seconds 
to play.

The result was a frus-
trating 17-10 loss to the 
Broncos in the Fiesta 
Bowl on Monday night.

“We did a lot of good 
things this year,” Dalton 
said. “We’ll understand 
that, but we also have a 
foul taste in the mouth 
after this game.”

TCU was befuddled 
much of the night by 
a quirky Boise State 
defense that shifted 
players around unex-
pectedly.

“Early on in the game 
they were doing stuff 
we hadn’t seen,” Dalton 
said. “You know, all 
the looks in practice 
we were getting, that’s’ 
not what we saw out 
there.”

Dalton said the 
Broncos were “moving 
around a lot.”

“They would be lined 

up in one thing and then 
shift their front,” the 
Horned Frogs junior 
quarterback said. “You 
know, I think early on 
we just, we didn’t real-
ly know exactly what 
they were doing out 
there. But at times we 
would. We would know 
what was going on and 
that was when we were 
executing a little bet-
ter. But they did a lot of 
different things.”

The lack of head-
phone communications 
to the coaches in the 
press box for a time in 
the first half added to 
the confusion.

It was the lowest-scor-
ing game of the season 
for the Frogs, who had 

scored no fewer than 42 
points in their previous 
seven contests.

Boise State, the 
nation’s highest-scor-
ing team at 44.2 points 
per game, managed to 
get just 10 points on 
offense, and needed a 
stunning fake punt to 
keep the deciding drive 
alive. But the Frogs 
couldn’t even keep up 
with that.

TCU ended its sea-
son 12-1, and the loss 
to the Western Athletic 
Conference champion 
Broncos in a matchup 
of non-BCS unbeatens 
was tough to swal-
low. But coach Gary 

IRVING — Maybe the 
most significant move 
for the Dallas Cowboys 
after missing the play-
offs last season — aside 
from ridding them-
selves of Terrell Owens 
— was when coach 
Wade Phillips official-
ly took on the role of 
defensive coordinator.

That might also be 
what ensures him 
another season as head 
coach.

The NFC East cham-
pion Cowboys (11-5) 
head into the playoffs 
and a rematch against 
the Philadelphia Eagles 
(11-5) with consecu-
tive shutouts for the 
first time in the team’s 
50 seasons — and the 
first NFL team to do 
so since Tennessee in 
2000. The shutouts also 
came after a 24-17 victo-
ry at New Orleans, the 
league’s most prolific 
offense which then had 
a 13-0 record.

“I’ve been fortunate 
to be around a lot of 
good defensive teams, 
and this team is right 
up there with them,” 
Phillips said Monday, 
doing his best to defer 
any credit.

“It really is about the 
team. It’s not about 
me,” Phillips said. “It’s 
not a personal deal with 
me. I believed in this 
team the whole time 
and I think everybody’s 
known that. They’ve 
come through.”

Phillips is in the final 
season of the three-
year contract he signed 
when he replaced Bill 
Parcells, but his deal 
includes a team option 
for next season.

While Cowboys 
owner Jerry Jones has 
yet to definitively say 
Phillips will be back 
next season, the domi-
nating surge into the 
playoffs has raised the 
likelihood of that hap-

HERALDBIG
SPRING

Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call Joe Zigtema at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. E-mail results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSports

Page 8
Tuesday, January 5, 2010

Expanded role significant for Wade Phillips
Associated Press

Tuesday’s area hoops action
See Wednesday’s Herald for results

Big Spring boys vs. Estacado, 7:30 p.m.

Coahoma boys at Sands, 6:30 p.m.

Forsan vs. Grady, 6:30/8 p.m.

Stanton vs. Seagraves, 6:30/8 p.m.

Garden City boys vs. Midessa, 7:00 p.m.

Big Spring softball clinic
to be held Jan. 16

Big Spring softball coach John Sparks will hold a 
winter skills softball clinic coming up.

The clinic will teach basic softball skills and will 
be held Jan. 16 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Girls in 
grades three through eight are welcome. The cost 
is $25.

Contact John Sparks for more information or to 
sign up at 432-270-2711.

Big Spring Fall Sports Banquet
to be held Saturday

The Big Spring High School fall sports banquet 
date has been changed from Thursday to 
Saturday.

The event will be held in the high school cafete-
ria at 7 p.m.

Awards will be given for Big Spring’s successful 
fall sports season, including the football team’s 10-3 
campaign.

Sports in brief

Associated Press

AP PHOTO/Erich Schlegel

Expanding his role with the Cowboys’ defense 
may have saved Wade Phillips’ job — for now.

AP PHOTO/ Matt York

TCU quarterback Andy Dalton is sacked by Boise State’s Kyle Wilson on Monday at the Fiesta Bowl 
in Glendale, Ariz. Boise State picked Dalton three times in a 17-10 win.

Boise State frustrates Frog offense

See ORANGE, Page 12

AP PHOTO/Lynne Sladky

Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz, left, and Georgia Tech 
man Paul Johnson will battle in the Orange Bowl.

See DALLAS, Page 12

Tech begins search
to replace Leach
Associated Press

Hawkeyes focused on stopping Georgia Tech’s triple-option offense

See FIESTA, Page 12

Associated Press
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Cemetery Lots
ONE CEMETERY lot for $1100 
Trinity Memorial Park Garden 
of Sharon. Present Value 
$1840. Call (940)433-3144 or 
email 
vmewlw2@embarqmail.com

Help Wanted
BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:
* Crew Tech
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. No 
phone calls please.  Must have 
a valid TX drivers license and 
pass mandatory drug test & 
background check.

COASTAL TRANSPORT
We are now hiring drivers to 
deliver petroleum products in 
and around surrounding areas 
of the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Clean driving record
Please contact our office M-F 
8am/5pm for more information 
1-888-527-7221.

EARN UP to $150 /day Under-
cover Shoppers Needed to 
Judge Retail & Dining Estab-
lishments Experience Not Re-
quired Call Now 
1-800-565-8079

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $500.00 
Weekly. Call after 7:00p.m. 
(432)684-5418.

JOURNEYMAN/ APPREN-
TICE Electrician.  Must have 
industrial and rigid pipe experi-
ence. Call (972)414-7028/ Fax 
resume to (903)327-8460.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab now accepting applica-
tions for 6a-2p Dietary Aide. 
Great working environment in a 
family owned business. You 
may apply in person at 3200 
Parkway or on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

PERSONAL CARE assistant 
needed for the Big Spring area. 
Must be 18 yrs. old and have 
dependable transportation. 
Come by SUCASA Home 
Health, 1311 West Florida, 
Midland or fax resume to 
(432)620-8250.

PIZZA INN 
KNOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MAKE UP 
TO   $12.00   PER   HOUR. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

PRIMARY UTILITY Services is 
accepting applications for the 
following positions: Experi-
enced Lineman- Experienced 
Apprentice. Must pass physical 
and drug exam. Call 
(325)575-1782 or apply online 
www.primaryutilityservices.com

Help Wanted
THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for following position in 
the Big Spring area.
Meter Technician – Responsi-
ble for calibrating and maintain-
ing District’s billing meters. As-
sists in repairing, and maintain-
ing communication equipment 
including mobile radios and mi-
crowave communication equip-
ment, supporting the District’s 
SCADA system.  Entry level 
position, basic understanding 
of electronic/electricity needed.  
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
available at the District’s office, 
400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org.

TEXAS NURSE
Connection, Ltd.

RN’ LVN’S CNA’s
NEEDED FOR ALL SHIFTS

(325)670-0090
Texasnurseconnection.com

Items for Sale
BRAND NEW Chenille Sofa 
and Love with warranty $775. 
432-664-8980.
……………………………………
Wrought Iron Bed and Queen 
Mattress set ALL NEW $325. 
432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD FOR Sale. 
$275.00 per cord, $150.00  per 
half cord. Call 432-213-5553.

FIREWOOD- SEASONED
Mesquite, Pecan & Oak
Delivered and Stacked

$330.00 per cord
$180.00 per 1/2 cord
Call (432)978-3328

FULL / Double Pillow top Mat-
tress Set NEW from Mfg. Has 
warranty $145. 432-664-8980.
……………………………………
$285 New Bed with New Mat-
tress Set with warranty. 
432-664-8980.

NEW LEATHER Sofa and 
chair, Factory warranty. $625. 
432-664-8980.
……………………………………
King Pillow Top Mattress set 
with a frame, both New have 
warranty. $300. 432-664-8980.

SATURDAY, January 9th 
Opening 9am 

American Limestone has stone 
panels, bits & pieces at low 
cost. Corner of 1st Ave and 
Wright Ave. Southeast side of 
Air Park.

Lost and Found
LOST ON FM 700 large blue 
plastic tub with two large Santa 
Claus’s in it. Please call 
(432)270-3709 if found. 
Reward.

Miscellaneous
MATCHING BEDROOM
SUITE, HEADBOARD WITH 
BED FRAME, DOUBLE 
DRESSER, PORTRAIT MIR-
ROR, AND NIGHTSTAND,
Have it stored in original boxes. 
$580. 806-549-3110.

MESQUITE FIREWOOD
$200 per cord

Delivered and Stacked.
Call (432)935-8221.

WASHER & DRYER for Sale. 
Call 432-816-6750.

Miscellaneous
QUEEN SIZE PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET, NEW TECH-
NOLOGY- NO FLIP CONVI-
ENCE, BRAND NEW, $195. 
806-549-3110...........................
LEATHER SOFA AND 
LOVESEAT, BRAND NEW 
BUT MUST SELL. CRAZY 
PRICE $550. 
806-549-3110...........................

Pets
I’M LOOKING for a sire for my 
chocolate Lab must be AKC 
registered. Please contact 
John (432)398-5394.

Real Estate for Rent

1303  STANFORD,    2 Bdrm, 
1 bath, CH/A, no pets. $500.00 
month, $500.00 deposit. Call 
(432)816-5570.

1504 B Wood. 2 bdrm,  1 bath 
Duplex. All bills paid.  $600.00 
month, $500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)212-3646.

2 SMALL Houses- 3 Bdrm & 2 
Bdrm. $475. each. Call Diane 
951-797-3752.

2606 CHANUTE Drive, 3 bdrm, 
1-1/2 bath, fenced yard, CH/A. 
$785. month, $500. deposit. 
One Year Lease Required. No 
indoor pets.  Call 
(432)770-5656 Owner/ Broker.

3621 CONNALLY- 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath, CH/A, fenced yard, tile 
floors, carpeted bedrooms, No 
pets, No HUD. $700.00 month, 
$400.00 deposit. Call 
(432)816-1464.

Real Estate for Rent
All BILLS PAID
2 Bdrm, 1 bath 

Apartment 
with Cable 

$699/month
Call (432)263-1252

BUILDING FOR Rent- 501 
East 1st Street (Big Spring). 
$350 month, $350 deposit & 1 
year lease required. Please 
contact Lucy (432)263-5000 for 
more information.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 

1, 2 & 3 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking

No application fees
No credit checks
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

SMALL BUILDING for Rent- 
1308 Highway 350 (Big 
Spring). $250 month, $250 de-
posit & 1 year lease required. 
Please contact Lucy 
(432)263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee

!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
2 & 3 Bdrm Available

Various Discounts
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

Real Estate for Sale
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)270-8920 or 
Home Realtors.

NICE ESTABLISHED neigh-
borhood- 1312 Sycamore, 3/2, 
fenced backyard w/garage. 
Nicely Landscaped. 
$59,500.00. Owner Financing 
or Cash.  Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

Real Estate for Sale
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com

NEWLY RENOVATED 4004 
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call 
for info. 432-212-3646.

OWNER   FINANCE- Take 
Advantage of The first time 
home buyers credit and let the 
Government pay your down 
payment.
1411 Sycamore 3/2- $489 mo.
1104 Pickens 3/1- $440 mo.
1303 College 3/1- $463 mo.
1307 Mt. Vernon 3/1- $351 mo.
1300 Wright 2/1 fixer upper- 
$217 month.
For more info call Tracy at 
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE, $2,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 432-270-8920 or Home 
Realtors.

THE GOVERNMENT has a 
One Time Discount in Buying a 
2 thru 6 bedroom home. Bad 
Credit OK, No Out of Pocket 
Down Payment and Military 
Discount. (432)263-3461 Rosa.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
TECHNOLOGY AND Small 
Business Consulting and Sup-
port. Call James at 
(432)935-3979 for details.

$99 
Move-In
Special

Swimming Pool
Carports,

Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen

Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &

1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555 21

05
34

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2007 Dodge Quad Cab
22,000 One Owner Miles.

2005 Liberty Limited
V6, 63K Miles.

2008 Acadia 
24K One Owner Miles.

Pearl White, Heated Leather 
Seats.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

210505

$34,995

$23,995

$13,995

$38,995

2010 GMC Terrain
2,400 Miles, Leather Interior, And Loaded All Wheel Drive.

 $34,995

2010 Chevy Camaro SS

Price Reduced

SOLD

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest  you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

AC & HEATING

Johnson Heating Conditioning
Air & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating Units 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$6.75

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331

 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 LAWN SERVICE

20
13

32

Fall Cleanup • Hauling
Tilling • Tree Trimming

• Clean Out Storage Buildings
• Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
Speedy

Construction
We Do It All!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical

AC, Roofs, New Additions
Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep

Phone: 432-816-3832
Cell: 432-816-3832

24
Hr.

Sr.
Disc.

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

20
09

39

Ron's Construction
Bath, Kitchen, Home Remodeling, 
Painting, Repairs, Tile, Drywall, 
Cabinets,  Countertops,  Storage 

Buildings, Patios. 

(432) 213-7686
Free Estimates

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof

Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
 Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835
 Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855 1
6

9
7

6
1

REALTY

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416
Christie Larson
432.213.4647
Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins

432.213.5454
Pat Rutledge

432.270.7706
Pat Hardison

432.270.8277

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

 SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

ROOFING

210340

Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,

Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences, 

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...

Since 1996   (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvaro Palacios - Owner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430



Today is Tuesday, Jan. 5, the 
fifth day of 2010. There are 360 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 5, 1925, Nellie T. Ross 
became governor of Wyoming; 
she was the first female gover-
nor in U.S. history. (She suc-
ceeded Frank E. Lucas, who 
had served as acting governor 
following the death of Ross’ 
husband, William B. Ross.)

On this date:
In 1781, a British naval expe-

dition led by Benedict Arnold 
burned Richmond, Va.

In 1809, the Treaty of the 
Dardanelles, which ended the 
Anglo-Turkish War, was con-
cluded by the United Kingdom 
and the Ottoman Empire.

In 1895, French Capt. Alfred 
Dreyfus, convicted of treason, 
was publicly stripped of his 
rank. (He was ultimately vindi-
cated.)

In 1896, an Austrian newspa-
per (Wiener Presse) reported 
the discovery by German phys-

icist Wilhelm Roentgen of a 
type of radiation that came to 
be known as “X-rays.”

In 1933, the 30th president of 
the United States, Calvin 
Coolidge, died in Northampton, 
Mass., at age 60.

In 1949, in his State of the 
Union address, President Harry 
S. Truman labeled his adminis-
tration the Fair Deal.

In 1957, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower proposed assis-
tance to countries to help them 
resist Communist aggression; 
this became known as the 
Eisenhower Doctrine.

In 1970, Joseph A. Yablonski, 
an unsuccessful candidate for 
the presidency of the United 
Mine Workers of America, was 
found murdered with his wife 
and daughter at their 
Clarksville, Pa., home (UMWA 
President Tony Boyle and three 
others were later convicted of 
the killings). The soap opera 
“All My Children” premiered 
on ABC-TV.

In 1994, Thomas P. “Tip” 
O’Neill, former speaker of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
died in Boston at age 81.

In 1998, Sonny Bono, the 
1960’s pop star-turned-politi-
cian, was killed when he struck 
a tree while skiing at the 

Heavenly Ski Resort on the 
Nevada-California state line; 
he was 62.

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
Vice President Walter F. 
Mondale is 82. Actor Robert 
Duvall is 79. Pro Football Hall 
of Fame coach Chuck Noll is 78. 
King Juan Carlos of Spain is 72. 
Talk show host Charlie Rose is 
68. Actress-director Diane 
Keaton is 64. Actor Ted Lange 
is 62. Rhythm-and-blues musi-
cian George “Funky” Brown 
(Kool and the Gang) is 61. Rock 
musician Chris Stein (Blondie) 
is 60. Former CIA Director 
George Tenet is 57. Actress 
Pamela Sue Martin is 57. Actor 
Clancy Brown is 51. Singer Iris 
Dement is 49. Actor Ricky Paull 
Goldin is 45. 

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID

BC

This Date 
In History

 WFAA ^
 Dallas

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Daybreak 
News 

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... CCM (Off Air) Paid Paid Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

(:34) News Married... Moody Paid Paid Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

Daybreak 
News 

Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Chumney Arthur Paid Paid Paid Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Upd Martha Robison Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Meyer Paid Paid Charmed W. Williams Agent SportsCenter 
Paid SavedBell Sid Paid Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Hatchett Fresh Pr. Super Cash Cab Backstory CSI: NY Charmed The 
Mo’Nique 

Handy SportsCenter 
Hatchett Fresh Pr. Dinosaur Cash Cab Movers

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

The People’s 
Court

Live Regis & 
Kelly

Corazón 
Partido

Just McGee Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab Movie: Rain 
Man, Valeria 
Golino 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Supernatural Jamie F. Jungle ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Home Im Brad Cash Cab Jamie F. Einsteins

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen DeGe-
neres

The Price Is 
Right

Home Im Holmes Clifford Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

ER Game Tigger SportsCenter 
Anita Yes, Dear Sprna Word Game Charlie

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Paid Necesito una 
Amiga

Judge Young & 
Restless

Pecados 
Ajenos

Rachael Ray Yes, Dear Mark Super Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Las Vegas Chris Movie: 
Minutemen 

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Raymond Granger Dragon Movie: Ride 

With the 
Devil, Jewel 

Chris

  :PM
 12 :30

Midday News All My Chil-
dren 

Alma Indom-
able

Judge News La Tormenta Days of our 
Lives

King Upd Big World Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Las Vegas Movie: 
Double Take 

SportsCenter 
Judge The Bold King McDonald Garden Phineas

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Judge Mathis As the World 
Turns

America The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Light Kitchen Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Cold Case Wizards SportsCenter NFL Prime-
Time Raymond Dr. Ciao Italia Wizards

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Tormenta The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Payne Light of the 
Southwest

Beads Dirty Jobs Movie: 
Cutthroat 
Island, Frank 
Langella 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Cold Case Jamie F. Wizards Lines Coll. Football 
LivePayne Martha Jamie F. Wizards 1st and 

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Jdg Judy El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Bonnie Hunt 
Show

Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil Jim Maya Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Game Phineas SportsNation NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. Judge A. Jim WordGirl Game Phineas Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Smarter Maria Ce-
leste

News Friends Retro Fetch Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Chris Phineas Coll. Football 
Live

Around
Deal No News Inside Ed. Friends Sala Cyber Movie: The 

League of 
Extraordinary 
Gentlemen

Chris Phineas Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Seinfeld Scrivner BBC Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Phineas Around SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Offi ce Uri Harel Business Suite Life Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Gancho Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Name Dr. Young PBS News-
Hour 

Dirty Jobs UFC Un-
leashed 

Bones Wizards College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA.

College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA.

Ent. Ton. Wheel Pregame Ent. Ton. Millionaire Name Harris Montana

  :PM
 7 :30

Scrubs Scrubs Nombre-
Amor

(:15) College 
Football: Fe-
dEx Orange 
Bowl -- Geor-
gia Tech vs. 
Iowa. 

NCIS Más Sabe el 
Diablo

The Biggest 
Loser 

Offi ce Upd Nova Dirty Jobs Movie: Pitch 
Black, Cole 
Hauser 

UFC Un-
leashed 

Bones Don’t Be 
a Menace 
to South 
Central

Movie: The 
Thirteenth 
Year

Better Off Better Off Offi ce Victory

  :PM
 8 :30

Scrubs Scrubs Sortilegio NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Pobres Offi ce Light of the 
Southwest

This Emo-
tional Life  
(DVS)

Dirty Jobs MAN Law & Order NBA Coast-
to-Coast 

Homecoming
Better Off Better Off Offi ce MAN Phineas

  :PM
 9 :30

the forgotten the forgotten Aquí y Ahora The Good 
Wife 

Victorinos The Jay 
Leno Show

Offi ce Howe & 
Howe Tech

MAN Law & Order Monica Phineas SportsNation 
Offi ce Movie: 

Terminator 
2: Judgment 
Day, Edward 
Furlong 

MAN Monica Montana

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto News Noticias News Lopez 
Tonight

Upd Charlie Rose Dirty Jobs MAN CSI: NY The 
Mo’Nique 

Wizards Homecoming SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero Letterman Decisiones Tonight Show Cortes MAN Suite Life

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Casa de 
la Risa

Postgame Seinfeld Ministerio-
Vida

BBC Howe & 
Howe Tech

DEA CSI: NY W. Williams Suite Life Fastbreak Football
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

TMZ Late Late Decisiones Late Night Seinfeld T. Smiley So Raven SportsNation NFL Live

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Torrente, un 
Torbel

Paid Sex & Upd (Off Air) Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

CSI: NY Movie: 
Double Take 

Cory SportsCenter 
News Paid King-Hill Insider Pagado News Sex & Church Movie: Pitch 

Black, Cole 
Hauser 

Kim Wtr. X-
Games  :AM

 1 :30
Wall St Paid Mujer... Paid Ent. Ton. Pagado Poker After 

Dark
Lopez 
Tonight

Light of the 
Southwest

Overhaulin’ Star Trek: 
Voyager

Saving 
Grace 

Replace SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Cero RENO 911 Paid Empresa 

Perdona 
Momento de 
Locura

Emperor X Games

  :AM
 2 :30

Wall St (:05) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Paid (:07) Up to 
the Minute

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: Mav-
erick, James 
Garner 

Comfort Unsolved 
Mysteries

Cold Case Sunday Best Dragon World Series SportsNation 
Paid RENO 911 Paid Proud

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Law & Order: 
SVU

Carson In Touch-Dr Paid Movie: The 
Return of the 
Living Dead

Paid NUMB3RS Inspira Recess World Series SportsCenter 
Pantera Early Tdy Paid Paid Paul Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Friends Pagado Early Tdy McDonald Paid Paid NUMB3RS Popoff Lilo Stitch ESP SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Raymond Pagado Early Tdy Married... Bill Cloud Paid Paid Inspira Lilo Stitch NFL Live
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Everything Must Go! Check These Deals Out!
FINAL DAYS OF THE FORCED LIQUIDATION

Dresser, Mirror
& Night Stand
SUGG. $1,798

NOW
$598

Solid Maple
Dresser & Mirror

SUGG. $1,748
NOW

$498
Blue Denim
Mayo Sofa

SUGG. $1,647
NOW

$497

Sage Green
Sofa & Loveseat

NOW
$697

Solid Oak
Dresser & Mirror

SUGG. $1,698
NOW

$498

Black 6 Pc.
Bedroom Suite
SUGG. $1,497

NOW
$747

Formal Dining
Table w/6 Black
Leather Chairs
SUGG. $2,998

NOW
$997

Microfiber
Sectional

NOW
$747

Mayo Floral
Tapestry Sofa
SUGG. $1,947

NOW
$597

T.V.
Stand

$97

Solid Oak
Entertainment Center
SUGG. $1,698

NOW
$497

Bean 
Bags

$27

Recliner

SUGG. $377
NOW

$197

Blue Sofa,
Loveseat

NOW
$597

210261

Wall to Wall Liquidation! WoW!!!

Twin Sets $147 Full Sets $197 Queen Sets $247Mattress Sets
Starting At • •

Allan’s Furniture
“Where All Of West Texas Comes To Save On Their New Furniture”202 Scurry 267-6278

11 $1099
208940

For a limited time at participating restaurants
Offer plus applicable tax ©2008 AFC Enterprises, Inc.

    Pieces
         Mixed

Add Sides &
Biscuits For A
Family Feast

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR

DEALER

3206 E. F.M. 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E 3

1
6
4
0

Patterson would not call 
the loss a setback to his 
program.

“For me, I don’t think 
that we backed down the 
mountain at all,” he said. 
“It would have been nice 
for us to win. That was 
our intention. But for 
me to say that we fell, 
that we stumbled and 
fell down — that football 
team there (Boise State) 
has only lost one ball 
game in two seasons.”

That was TCU’s 17-16 
victory over Boise 
State in last season’s 
Poinsettia Bowl.

The ground game vir-
tually didn’t exist, with 
the Frogs gaining 36 
yards on 20 carries. TCU 
was 1 of 12 on third-down 
conversions and made it 

to the red zone once.
Dalton completed 25 of 

44 passes for 272 yards, 
including a 30-yarder to 
Curtis Clay for a touch-
down that cut Boise 
State’s lead to 10-7 just 
before halftime.

But TCU fell in trou-
ble early on Brandyn 
Thompson 51-yard inter-
ception returned for a 
score. Dalton called it 
“a miscommunication” 
between him and intend-
ed receiver Antoine 
Hicks. When they were 
down 10-0, it was the 
Frogs’ biggest deficit of 
the season.

Boise State coach 
Chris Petersen and his 
staff are known for their 
gadget plays, and they 
stunned the Horned 
Frogs with one called 
“Riddler” — a gutsy 
fake punt with game tied 
10-10 in the fourth quar-

ter and the Broncos fac-
ing fourth-and-9 on their 
own 33-yard line.

Punter Kyle Brotzman 
hit wide-open Kyle Efaw 
with a 30-yard strike, 
and four plays later, 
Doug Martin scored the 
decisive touchdown on a 
2-yard run.

For the second time in 

four years, the Broncos 
(14-0) won the Fiesta 
Bowl with a YouTube-
worthy play.

“I think that’s what 
they expect us out of us, 
so we’re happy to deliv-
er,” Petersen said.

Patterson said the 
Horned Frogs (12-1) had 
worked on the fake in 

practice, but they were 
caught flat-footed.

“The fake punt was 
a great call,” Patterson 
said. “They outcoached 
us on that play.”

The trickery evoked 
memories of Boise State’s 
BCS debut three years 
ago, when it pulled out a 
passel of gadget plays to 
defeat Oklahoma on the 
same field.

Twice TCU threatened 
late. But Dalton threw 
incomplete on fourth-
and-6 at the Boise State 
27, then the Broncos 
pinned the Frogs at their 
1-yard line.

It all ended when Dalton 
threw to the sideline at 
the Boise State 30, where 
Thomas went up with 
receiver Antoine Hicks, 
the ball was tipped and 
Wiston Venable inter-
cepted it. It was a big 
night for Thomas, who 

was beaten on the TCU 
touchdown pass but had 
the first two intercep-
tions and was named 
the game’s outstanding 
defensive player.

TCU had entered the 
game ranked fourth and 
a seven-point favorite. 
Boise State was No. 6.

It’s the end of a stand-
out college career for 
All-American defensive 
end Jerry Hughes, who 
as usual faced constant 
double teams but forced 
a fumble and recovered 
it on a play that eventu-
ally led to TCU’s game-
tying field goal.

“This really just puts 
the TCU program out 
on the map,” he said. 
“There’s no setback or 
anything like that. It 
just lets the nation know 
who TCU is, where we’re 
at and how we’re going 
to play football.”

pening.
“It’s always been 

about that arrow going 
up,” Jones said after 
the Cowboys beat 
Philadelphia 24-0 on 
Sunday to clinch the 
division title. “At this 
particular time, he’s 
looking good.”

That wasn’t exactly 
the case only weeks 
ago, after the Cowboys 
began December with 
consecutive losses and 
dropped out of first 
place in the NFC East. 
Or at the end of last sea-
son, when the Cowboys 
lost at Philadelphia 

44-6 in a regular-season 
finale that determined 
who went to the play-
offs.

During the previ-
ous two seasons, the 
Cowboys’ defensive 
coordinator was Brian 
Stewart, who was 
on San Diego’s staff 
when Phillips was 
defensive coordinator 
there. When Stewart 
was dumped last year, 
Phillips made himself 
the only NFL head 
coach who is also the 
defensive coordinator.

Jones calls that the 
most significant offsea-
son move that led to 
success this season.

“The decision for 
him to just completely 

take over the defensive 
coordinator’s role, both 
technically and per-
ception-wise,” Jones 
said. “He said it best 
to me when we visited 
in February. He said, 
‘I really know that, I 
feel strongly that, I’m 
a good defensive coor-
dinator, now give this 
head coach a good 
defensive coordinator.’ 
That was big.”

There is still that 
0-4 playoff record for 
Phillips, who is 33-15 in 
the regular season for 
Dallas and 81-54 overall 
including his stops in 
New Orleans, Denver, 
Buffalo and Atlanta.

“If you keep get-
ting in it, good things 

will happen for you,” 
Phillips said. “I’ve seen 
about everything hap-
pen, and each year’s 
different, and that’s 
what’s exciting about 
this team.”

Two years ago, the 
Cowboys got off to a 
12-1 start, earning a 
first-round bye and 
home-field advantage. 
But they lost two of 
their last three regu-
lar season games and 
lost in the playoffs to 
the New York Giants, 
who Dallas had already 
beaten twice.

The Cowboys again 
face a division rival in 
the playoffs that they 
beat twice in the regu-
lar season.

“I’d rather be play-
ing them at home the 
way we are and having 
won the last game, and 
that’s where we are,” 
Phillips said. “It’s not a 
negative for us, I don’t 
believe, that you’re 
playing a team a third 
time.”

The departure of 
Owens, cut after three 
seasons in Dallas, 
hasn’t hurt. Miles 
Austin emerged as a 
Pro Bowl pick with 81 
catches for 1,320 yards 
and 11 touchdowns, 
though Roy Williams 
(38 catches for 596 
yards and seven TDs) 
hasn’t yet become the 
top receiver as expect-
ed.

“Miles Austin has 
shown he’s an outstand-
ing receiver,” Phillips 
said. “He’s hard to stop. 
He makes plays after 
he catches it. He makes 
tough catches.”

Williams hasn’t tried 
to create problems 
because of his lack of 
involvement in the 
offense. He instead has 
publicly accepted the 
blame for his less-than-
stellar play.

“We’re better off 
than we were last year. 
There’s no doubt about 
that,” Phillips said. 
“This team is itself. 
They’re very cohesive. 
They stick up for each 
other. They’re very 
accountable.”

No. 10-ranked Iowa 
(10-2) relied on a stingy 
defense to earn a Bowl 
Championship Series 
berth for the first time 
in seven years. The 
Hawkeyes rank 10th in 
scoring defense at 15.5 
points per game, and 
11th in total defense at 
286.7 yards.

But this is the first 
time in Kirk Ferentz’s 
11 years as head coach 
that the Hawkeyes have 
faced a triple option. It 
may help that they’ve 
had a month to prepare 
for the Yellow Jackets.

“The good news is 

we’ve had time,” 
Ferentz said. “The bad 
news is we can’t come 
close to simulating 
what they do with the 
precision, speed and 
the expertise. We’re 
getting a lot of looks at 
it, I guess; it’s just not 
the look we’ll be seeing 
on the 5th, that’s for 
sure.”

For the Hawkeyes, 
other bowl results are 
ominous. Navy and Air 
Force also run the tri-
ple option, and both 
won New Year’s Eve 
games, scoring a com-
bined 82 points.

Why don’t more teams 
run the triple option?

“I think the reason 
people got away from it 

is because it wasn’t 
fancy enough for the 
public,” Parker said. 
“They didn’t want to 
see the fullback run up 
the middle with the 
ball. The public wants 
to see the ball in the air 
and whoop-de-doo and 
all that kind of stuff.”

To prepare for Georgia 
Tech, Iowa’s defense 
practiced against a 
scout team that ran the 
option with quarter-
back Dakota Getz, a 
freshman who played 
that position in high 
school but is now a tight 
end. It’ll be a bit differ-
ent when the Hawkeyes 
try to stop Yellow 
Jackets quarterback 
Josh Nesbitt, who ran 

for 991 yards and 18 
touchdowns this sea-
son.

In the triple option, 
Nesbitt keeps, hands off 
on a dive play or pitch-
es wide. Tech’s biggest 
threat is junior 
Jonathan Dwyer, who 
topped 1,300 yards rush-
ing for the second con-
secutive season and has 
36 career touchdowns.

“Words can’t describe 
how exciting the offense 
is to be a part of — to 
know in any part of the 
game a big play is going 
to happen,” Dwyer 
said.

Not all of Tech’s big 
plays come on the 
ground. They’re aver-
aging 23.2 yards per 

completion and have 
gained at least 50 yards 
on passes 11 times.

“They don’t throw the 
ball much,” Iowa safety 
Tyler Sash said. “But 
every other time that 
they do, it seems like 
it’s a touchdown or big 
play.”

Tech’s Demaryius 
Thomas, who has 
totaled 1,154 yards on 
only 46 receptions, 
frowned when asked 
what it’s like to play on 
a team known for its 
ground game.

“You get used to it,” 
Thomas said. Then he 
smiled. “When I get my 
chances, I take advan-
tage of them.”

The Yellow Jackets 
were held below 200 
yards on the ground 
only once — on the 
same field where they’ll 
play Tuesday. They net-
ted 95 yards rushing in 
a 33-17 loss to the Miami 
Hurricanes in 
September.

“That was our third 
game in 12 days, and we 
were just worn out,” 
Nesbitt said.

In the weeks since, 

they’ve topped 40 points 
four times, and beat 
Clemson 39-34 in the 
Atlantic Coast 
Conference champion-
ship game.

Unstoppable? Center 
Sean Bedford said it 
feels that way.

“There are times we 
feel like with this 
offense, it doesn’t mat-
ter what you throw at 
us — we’re going to be 
able to put it in the end 
zone,” Bedford said.

While the Hawkeyes 
haven’t faced a team 
like Tech, the Yellow 
Jackets haven’t faced a 
team like Iowa. Nesbitt 
said the Hawkeyes will 
be by far the most phys-
ical defense he has gone 
against.

The Hawkeyes shut 
out Minnesota in their 
regular-season finale 
and held three other 
bowl-bound teams to 10 
points or less.

“They’re big,” Nesbitt 
said. “I think they 
intimidate their oppo-
nents just by how hard 
they hit you and their 
size. Also they can 
move. So we’re going to 
have our hands full.”

Nesbitt said the 
Yellow Jackets didn’t 
add any wrinkles to the 
playbook during the 
December layoff, and 
will rely on what 
worked during the reg-
ular season. They ran 
the ball 83 percent of 
the time, which helped 
them lead the nation in 
time of possession at 
more than 34 minutes 
per game. They had 
only 14 three-and-outs, 
fewest in the nation.

The Yellow Jackets 
won by such scores as 
42-31, 49-44, 56-31 and 
30-27 twice. The result: 
Their biggest bowl 
berth since 1967.

“Everybody says they 
want to run the ball, 
but everybody doesn’t 
have the patience to do 
it, and we do,” offensive 
coordinator Brian 
Bohannon said. “That’s 
who we are. We’re going 
to live and die by run-
ning the football.”
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Boise State needed a fake punt to get past the 
No.4-ranked Horned Frogs in the Fiesta Bowl.


