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Rollback effort comes up short

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

The petition expected to force a roll-
back tax election in the city fell short
last week — approximately 1,200 sig-
natures short.

City officials said they were pre-
pared to begin the process of verify-
ing the names and voter registration
statuses of those who had signed the
petition last week, but when a mem-
ber of the local Concerned Citizens
Council submitted the document
Friday, Dec. 18, they were in for a
surprise.

The petition, which was expected to

contain approximately
1,200 signatures from
local voters, contained
only one signature, that
of Concerned Citizens
Council Chairman
Shannon Thomason.

Thomason said the doc-
ument submitted was a
“token” the council
arrived at after it became
apparent the group had
fallen short of the 1,200 signatures
needed to force a special rollback tax
election.

“We began the verification process
shortly after I spoke to the Herald (on

Thomason

Dec. 16). At that time we believed we
had enough signatures, but when we
began the process we came up short,”
said Thomason. “So, instead of put-
ting the city through the process of
having to try to verify the signatures
we had, we decided to submit a token
petition.”

The city council adopted the ad
valorem tax rate of $1.013243 per $100
property value in September, 6.246
cents above the effective rate — the
rate that would bring in the same rev-
enue as last year — of 95.0783 cents
and 3.3 cents above the roll back rate
of 97.9398 cents. The roll back rate
produces an 8 percent increase in rev-

enue over the effective rate.

According to city officials, the
adopted rate for the 2009-10 fiscal year
is the same as the 2008-2009 fiscal
year. Residents will not see an
increase in the property taxes unless
the appraised value of their property
increased, according to City Finance
Director Peggy Walker.

At the heart of the issue for the
Concerned Citizens Council is a pro-
posal to replace the city pool, which
was closed earlier this year because it
didn’t conform to federal standards.
The revenue garnered from the

See SHORT, Page 3

Careful!

Icy weather
means roads
are dangerous

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

As many Texas motorists
get ready to return home fol-
lowing the Christmas holiday,
forecasted icy weather has
state and local law enforce-
ment officials urging drivers
to take extra precautions
before hitting the roadways.

According to Sgt. Tony
Everett, public information
officer with the Big Spring
Police Department, one of the
biggest concerns travelers
should have before pulling
out the driveway is the weath-
er.

“One of the biggest factors
to consider is the weather,”
said Everett. “You can get
road condition reports by call-
ing the Texas Travel
Information hotline at 800-452-
9292, or pay close attention to
the local weather channel.
The Texas Department of
Public Safety report all road
closures to both.

“Pay close attention to
bridges and overpasses dur-
ing freezing weather as well.
Another thing to remember is
to allow extra time for travel
because the high level of traf-
fic is going to increase how
long it takes to get where
you’re going.”

Motorists on Interstate 20
saw first hand what an effect
icy weather can have on

See TRAVEL, Page 3
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Firefighters with the Big Spring Fire Department search for the cause of a fire at a home in the 400 block of N. Ayiford
Monday morning. Damage appeared to be limited to smoke damage, according to officials at the scene.

HRALD Photo/Thomas Jenkins
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Christmas tree disposal effort two-fold

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer

With the Christmas holiday offi-
cially in the books, many Crossroads
residents are faced with the ques-
tion of what to do with their live
Christmas trees.

Luckily, the city of Big Spring will
once again be stepping into the pic-
ture with its annual Christmas tree
recycling program, giving area resi-
dents a chance to turn a holiday
problem into something beneficial
for the environment.

] “The tree recycling
¥ program is going to be
operated mainly out of
4 the City Compost Facility
A8 this year,” said Davis.
s || “If people want to leave
their trees at the collec-
& tion point at the
Municipal landfill, we’ll
be glad to pick them up
and transport them to the
Compost facility. However, this year
these two city facilities will be the
only collection points.”
Davis said the seasonal effort is

Davis

two-fold.

“The compost facility will grind
the trees up to be used in the com-
post,” he said. “That way we’re recy-
cling them and not just throwing
them in the landfill. The other rea-
son we do this is to keep people from
putting the trees in their dumpsters.
When people put them in their
dumpsters they get stuck and cause
a serious problem for us.”

For those that choose to dispose of
their trees in dumpsters, Davis said

See TREES, Page 3
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Obituaries

Ascencion ‘Chonita’ Morales

Ascencion “Chonita” Morales, 78, of Big Spring
died Sunday, Dec. 27, 2009, at her residence. Vigil
services will be at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Myers & Smith
Chapel led by Teresa Rocha. Funeral mass will be
at 1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 30, 2009, at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church with Monsignor Bernard L. Gully
. and Deacon Johnny Arguello of
Holy Trinity Catholic Church offi-
ciating. Burial will follow at Mount
Olive Memorial Park.

She was born July 1, 1931, to
Delfina and Antonio Villalobos in
Barstow. She married T.M.
“Hawaiio” Morales Jan. 20, 1947, in
Pecos. He preceded her in death
April 14, 2008. She was a resident
of Big Spring for more than 60
years. She was a homemaker and
had worked at College Heights Elementary, Big
Spring State Hospital and Big Spring Care Center
in the cafeteria.

She is survived by two sons, Alfredo Morales and
his wife, Odila, of Midland and Daniel Morales and
his wife, Frances, of Republic, Mo.; three daugh-
ters, Celia Ovalle and her husband, Joe, Ida Leyva
and her husband, Joseph, and Cynthia Islas and
her husband, Royce, all of Big Spring; 14 grandchil-
dren, Alfonse, Amy and Rene Morales, Melinda
Ruiz and her husband, Rene, Louisa Rangel and
her husband, Jim, Veronica Stokes and her hus-
band, Wylie, Amanda Ovalle, Danika Morales,
Randy Morales and his wife, Mandy, Jeannette
Acuna and her husband, Joe, Janelle Leyva,
Matthew and Ashli Islas and Cecili Rodriguez and
her husband, David; 19 great-grandchildren; one
brother, Santana Villalobos and his wife, Millie, of
Pecos; and one sister, Tula Huffman and her hus-
band, Kenneth, of Wynnewood, Okla. She is also
survived by her extended family, Karen Williams
and David Williams, and her pet, Lola Bunny Islas,
who was also her 24-hour nurse.

Pallbearers will be Matthew Islas, Joe Acuna,
David Rodriguez, Matt Robles, Adam Rodriguez
and Oscar Robles. Honorary pallbearer will be Luis
Joe Villalobos.

In addition to her parents and husband, she was
preceded in death by one brother, Reymundo
Gomez, and one sister, Alcaria Matta.

The family would like to give a special thanks to
Home Hospice.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Lillian Whipple Pijanowski

Lillian Whipple Pijanowski, 90, of New Haven,
Conn., formerly of Big Spring, died Dec. 19, 2009.
Graveside services will be at 10 a.m. Thursday,
Dec. 31, 2009, at Mount Olive Memorial Park with
the Rev. Barbara Kirk-Norris officiating.

She was born Feb. 20, 1919, in Cleveland, Ohio, to
Gladys Ella Read Whipple and Harold Whipple. She
was the granddaughter of Lillie Heckman Read and
H. Clay Read of Big Spring. She was a homemaker
and a key punch operator for IBM for 25 years and
was a member of First Christian Church of Big
Spring.

She is survived by two sons, Harold Weenink and
his wife, Jean, of Broadview Heights, Ohio, and
Robert Weenink and his wife, Kelly, of Brooklyn,
Mich.; one daughter, Virginia Weenink Eicher and
her husband, Terry, of New Haven, Conn.; eight
grandchildren; and 16 great-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in
death by two husbands, Virgil Weenink and John
Pijanowski.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memorials
to the Connecticut Hospice, 100 Double Beach Road,
Branford, Conn. 06405.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Jeanette Florence

Jeanette Florence, 78, of Big Spring died Friday,
Dec. 25, 2009. Funeral services will be held at 10
a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 30, 2009, at All Saints
Episcopal Church in Atlanta, Texas, with Father
Michael Wood officiating. Burial will follow in
Linden Cemetery under the direction of Reeder-
Davis-Schindler Funeral Home. Visitation will be
held from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. Tuesday at the funeral
home.

She was born Aug. 8, 1931, in Lindale to R.B. Hall
Sr. and Myrtle McCright Hall. She married Dr.
Quinten “Jim” Florence July 29, 1967, in Midland.
She was active in the Linden Hospital Auxiliary,
was a member of the Eastern Star and devout mem-
ber of the All Saints Episcopal Church.

Survivors include a son, Steven “Mike” Hull and
wife, Beverly, of Big Spring; a daughter, Vicki
LeClair and husband, Gerald, of Big Spring; a
brother, R.B. Hall Jr. of Austin; two sisters, Phyllis
Mitchell of San Angelo, Letress Tavaglione of Ft.
Worth; seven grandchildren; 14 great-grandchil-
dren and one great-great-grandchild.

She was preceded in death by her husband, one
brother and two sisters.

An online guestbook may be signed at www.
reeder-davis.com

Andres Gamboa

Andres Gamboa, 76, of Farmers Branch died
Sunday, Dec. 27, 2009, at his residence. His services
are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral
Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

Mildred L. McMahon

Mildred L. McMahon, 82, of San Angelo, formerly
of Big Spring died Monday, Dec. 28, 2009, in a San
Angelo nursing home. Her services are pending
with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

Sylvia Prescott

Sylvia Prescott, 89, of Albany, formerly of Big
Spring,died Tusday,Dec.29,2009,in Albany.Services
are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7
a.m. today:

* NOE SOLIZ I1I, 25, of 1206 Johnson, was arrested
Monday on a charge of no driver’s license.

« HENRY CASTILLO, 41, of Hobbs, N.M., was
arrested Monday on a local warrant.

« FRANCES YANEZ, 21, of 1610 Cardinal, was
arrested Monday on four local warrants.

« IRMALINDA YANEZ, 36, of 1610 Cardinal, was
arrested Monday on six local warrants.

« CARL CLARK, 31, of 205 Merrick Rd., was
arrested Monday on a warrant from another agen-
cy.
« THEFT was reported in the 1800 block of FM
700.

e« CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 300
block of Second Street.

« BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported
in the 100 block of 13% Street.

« ASSAULT CAUSING BODILY INJURY was
reported in the 2500 block of Merrily.

Sheriff

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 68 inmates at the time of this
report.

« HENRY CASTILLO, 41, was transferred to the
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of
manufacture/delivery of a controlled substance.

« CARL BRANDON CLARK, 31, was transferred
to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge
of failure to appear.

« CYNTHIA MORELION, 45, was transferred to
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of
bail jumping and failure to appear.

« MARK ANDREW STARKEY, 45, was arrested
Monday by the HCSO on a fugitive warrant from
out-of-state.

« FRANCES ELENA YANEZ, 21, was transferred
to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges
of failure to maintain financial responsibility,
assault Class C, failure to appear and driving while
license invalid.

« IRMA YANEZ, 36, was transferred to the county
jail Monday by the BSPD on revoked bond charges
for no insurance, displaying an expired license
plate, driving while license invalid and violation of
a promise to appear, and charges of violation of a
promise to appear (three counts), displaying an
expired registration (two counts) and failure to
maintain financial responsibility.

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

« TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to
SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of
Carol. One person was transported to SMMC.

« STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 400 block
of N. Aylford.

Support Groups

TUESDAY

* Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the
First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are
welcome. For more information, contact Sherry
Hodnett at 264-7599.

» The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St.
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Today's Weather

Local 3-Day Forecast

Fri Sat 2
1/1 1/2 1/3
7 yE 3 ES
i) W 711"‘
53/27 57/30 53/26

Abundant sunshine.
Highs in the low 50s
and lows in the mid

20s.

More sun than clouds.
Highs in the upper 50s
and lows in the low
30s.

Sunshine. Highs in the
low 50s and lows in
the upper 20s.

Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise:

713 PM 8:26 PM 9:37 PM
Sunset: Sunset: Sunset:

8:35 AM 9:20 AM 10:00 AM

Texas At A Glance

Amarillo

Houston
54/35
e g‘[,. 2

$4n Antonio
54/33

Area Cities

Abilene 49 29 sunny Kingsville sunny
Amarillo 45 22 sunny Livingston 54 29 sunny
Austin 51 30 sunny Longview 51 30 sunny
Beaumont 54 34 sunny Lubbock 50 24 sunny
Brownsville 58 50 ptsunny Lufkin 53 29 sunny
Brownwood 52 31 sunny Midland 56 32 sunny
Corpus Christi 53 42 sunny Raymondville 59 46 ptsunny
Corsicana 49 30 sunny Rosenberg 54 35 sunny
Dallas 49 31 sunny San Antonio 54 33 sunny
Del Rio 56 36 sunny San Marcos 52 30 sunny
El Paso 54 32 sunny Sulphur Springs 48 31 sunny
Fort Stockton 56 35 sunny Sweetwater 51 30 sunny
Gainesville 45 26 sunny Tyler 49 29 sunny
Greenville 46 27 sunny Weatherford 47 27 sunny
Houston 54 35 sunny Wichita Falls 43 24 sunny

Take Note

¢ Birdwell Lane Baptist Church is selling cook-
books to raise funds for the church. The cook books
can be purchased by calling Pat Steen at (432) 263-
3035.

* T&P Federal Credit Union has set up an account
for Arthur Hernandez Jr. for medical expenses.
Arthur has had numerous medical problems the
past couple of years. He has had several surgeries
on his stomach, the last one a few weeks ago. After
the surgery he developed a staph infection. He is
still in the hospital. The out-of-pocket expenses, the
travel and expenses for his wife and many other
numerous expenses are mounting up. Please help
Arthur and his wife Melinda in this difficult time
and make a much-needed donation.

¢ The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for
the best interest of abused and neglected children
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. CASA currently has
10 active volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of
Howard County in foster care. A class is forming in
Howard County and 20 volunteers are needed. For
more information on becoming a CASA volunteer,
please contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

¢ Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s Relay for
Life team is selling cookbooks to raise funds for the
American Cancer Society. The cookbooks can be
purchased at the PBX operator’s booth for $10
apiece. For more information, contact Beverly
Grant at 268-4952.

Lottery

These Texas lotteries

were drawn on Monday: Pick 3 Day
Cash 5 5-8-6
12-16-18-23-27
Pick 3 Night
Daily 4 Day 5-3-7
2-9-2-2
Two Step
Daily 4 Night 25-26-27-33, Bonus: 24
7-3-3-5
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markets helped contain the

Associated Press Writer

Oil prices fell to near $78 a
barrel Tuesday as the dollar
recovered against the British
yen.
Expectations of falling U.S.
stockpiles and gains on stock

pound and the

retreat.

By early afternoon
Europe, benchmark crude for
February delivery was down
37 cents to $78.40 a barrel in
electronic trading on the New
York Mercantile Exchange.
Earlier in the session, the

Tuesday. December 29.2009 LOCAL/ WIRE

Oil down to near $78 a barrel after big surge

$79.01.
in

contract touched a high of

The contract settled up 72
cents at $78.77 on Monday
after surging above $79 as an
extended cold snap in the U.S.
triggered an end-of-year rally
in energy futures.

Futures contracts for oil,

natural gas and heating oil
have all become more expen-
sive this month as snow
storms blanketed parts of the
U.S. and a sharp drop in sup-
plies of crude and other fuels
surprised traders.

Analysts say oil could rise
above $80 before the end of

3

the year if U.S. inventories
later this week show a drop
in stockpiles, which would
suggest improving demand
in the world’s largest econo-
my. It would be the fourth
consecutive week decline in

See OIL, Page 7

TeExas NEws BRIEFS:

Police probe
possible hate

crime in murder

LIBERTY (AP) — An
alleged white suprema-
cist accused of fatally
shooting a convenience
store owner in Southeast
Texas is charged with
capital murder.

Liberty police tell the
Houston Chronicle they
are trying to determine
if 50-year-old Naushad
Virani’s death was a
hate crime or if robbery
was the only motive. A
couple found Virani in
a pool of blood on the
floor of his store around
10:30 p.m. Christmas
Day. He had been shot
in the head.

Thirty-one-year-old
Stevie “Bubba” Walder
was arrested by Tyler
County Sheriff’s depu-
ties Saturday in the fatal
shooting.

His bond was set at
more than $2 million.
No attorney informa-
tion was immediately
available.

The Council on
American-Islamic
Relations has asked the
FBI to investigate.

Police, DA
investigators

conduct sting
HOUSTON (AP) —
Authorities have arrest-
ed three people accused
of producing fake docu-

ments apparently des-
tined for use in identity

theft and fraud in
Houston.
Harris County District

Attorney Patricia Lykos
said Monday that the
suspects ran four fraud-
ulent document busi-
nesses, including two
operated out of a flea
market.

Houston police and
officials from the iden-
tity theft section of the
district attorney’s office
conducted the two-week
operation. Undercover
officers posing as cus-
tomers were able to
obtain IDs using real
and fictitious names.

They confiscated
Social Security cards
and ID cards from Texas
and other states.

Fifty-seven-year-old
Patrick Mark Desantos,

21-year-old Jasmine
Marie Batiste, and
23-year-old Carleton

Desmond Batiste are
charged with manufac-
turing a counterfeit
instrument. Online
records did not show
attorney information
for them.

Governor
reappoints

Polunsky

AUSTIN (AP) — Gov.
Rick Perry has reap-
pointed Allan Polunsky
to the Texas Public
Safety Commission,

which oversees the
state’s top law enforce-
ment agency.

The governor’s office
announced Monday that
Polunsky was reap-
pointed to a term that
expires on Dec. 31, 2015.

He has been chairman
of the commission since
2008.

Polunsky previously
served as chairman of
the Texas Board of
Criminal Justice.

The Public Safety
Commission formulates
and oversees policies of
the Texas Department
of Public Safety.

Dallas officers
put on leave

after shooting

DALLAS (AP) — More
than a dozen Dallas
police officers have been
placed on leave after the
fatal shooting of a
19-year-old man follow-
ing a robbery at a pizze-
ria, police said Monday.

The officers were
placed on leave the same
day that an Austin man
was shot and killed by
authorities responding
to a domestic distur-
bance call.

The Dallas shooting
started with police chas-
ing a vehicle whose
occupants were suspect-
ed of robbing a pizzeria.

The Sunday night
chase moved from sub-
urban Mesquite into
Dallas and ended with
police confronting the
19-year-old as he stood
on a porch of a home

holding a gun to his
head while he spoke to
his mother on a cell
phone, Dallas police
said in a statement.

More than two dozen
officers took cover with
their weapons trained
on the man.

“As the officers stood
in their positions the
suspect continued to
talk on the phone and
move the pistol from the
side of his head to under
his chin,” the statement
said. “As he moved the
gun from under his chin
in a downward motion
while moving it back to
the side of his head the
officers felt in fear for
their lives and shot (the
suspect) multiple
times.”

Thirteen Dallas offi-
cers were placed on
leave while the shooting
is investigated.

The Austin shooting
early Monday morning
occurred after authori-
ties received an emer-
gency call about domes-
tic violence from the
man’s girlfriend. The
woman told the dis-
patcher she was locked
in a bathroom and
feared her boyfriend.
She also said there was
a rifle in the home, offi-
cials said.

Austin Police Chief
Art Acevedo told the
Austin American-
Statesman that authori-
ties contacted the man
and tried to persuade
him to leave the home.
The man came out at
about 3:20 a.m. and
pointed the gun at the

law enforcement agents.
Travis County Sheriff’s
Deputy Theodore
Ramsey and Austin
Police Officer Justin
Lee Berry feared for
their safety and opened
fire, Acevedo said.

Berry missed, while
Ramsey fired a round
that struck 38-year-old
Roger James in the
chest, Acevedo told the
newspaper.

Austin police, the
Travis County Sheriff’s
Office and the Texas
Rangers will investigate
the shooting.

Both Ramsey and
Berry were placed on
leave during the inves-
tigation.

Man pleads
guilty to charge

of kidnappin

AMARILLO (AP) —
58-year-old Texas man
pleaded guilty to kid-
napping his ex-girl-
friend, who twice
jumped from his mov-
ing pickup truck in an
attempt to escape, the
U.S. attorney’s office
announced Monday.

Ronnie Joe Stowers of
Tulia faces up to life in
prison at sentencing
scheduled for Feb. 12.
He pleaded guilty Dec.
18 in federal court in
Amarillo.

According to plea doc-
uments, Stowers Kkid-
napped his ex-girlfriend
at gunpoint in October
by ramming her car,
forcing her off the road
and dragging her from

TRAVEL
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travel last week, as icy
road conditions cut off
travel on the highway
during the Christmas
holiday, stranding
countless motorists.

Everett said planning
your trip — as well as
your route — ahead of
time can really pay off
in the event of an emer-
gency.

“If you'’re traveling to
see family, be sure to
tell them what your

route will be,” said
Everett. “That makes it
a lot easier when we
have to go out and look
for someone. Also, be
sure to keep emergency
items in the vehicle,
such as first-aid kits and
blankets. No one wants
to think about what can
go wrong out on the
road, but it’s always a
good idea to be pre-
pared.”

Officials with the
Texas Department of
Safety are also urging
motorists to be prepared
when taking to the road-
ways, whether driving

across town or across
the state.

“Please drive careful-
ly. Crashes can happen
in just a second, so pay

attention,” said David
Baker, assistant direc-
tor for the Texas

Highway Patrol. “We
want everyone to arrive
safely this weekend. Be
patient, slow down and
drive sober.”

DPS expects a large
number of travelers on
the road and encourages
drivers to leave them-
selves plenty of time to
get where they’re going.
Baker said driver’s

should avoid bad driv-
ing habits that lead to
road rage, such as:

* Not using turn sig-
nals

e Driving in the pass-
ing lane

e Tailgating, flashing
lights or honking

» Using high beams in
traffic

 Not allowing ade-
quate time for a given
trip.

When confronted with
aggressive drivers, the
DPS recommends that
you:

e Put your pride in the
back seat and move

aside.

¢ Do not speed up,
block lanes, slam or tap
on brakes.

* Report extreme cases
of reckless driving to
the appropriate authori-
ties when the incident
occurs.

¢ Do not retaliate, ges-
ture or make eye con-
tact.

* Make sure everyone
is buckled up.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

SHORT
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adopted tax rate will
bring an estimated
$331,400 above the effec-
tive rate. The bulk of
that money — $243,579
— would be ear-marked
for the pool project.

Had the rollback peti-
tion been successful, the
tax rate would have fall-
en back to 97.9398 cents
per $100 property value
— the roll back rate set
by the state of Texas.
The rollback would
have left the city’s cur-
rent budget with a short-
fall of about $180,000,
according to officials.

The city council has

discussed a number of
different remedies for
its swimming pool prob-
lems, ranging from the
renovation of the exist-
ing pool to the design
and construction of a
water park. However,
the council has not yet
made a definitive deci-
sion on the matter.
Although the petition
has failed, Thomason

said he and other
Concerned  Citizens
Council members still
feel strongly about the
pool issue.

“We still believe an
expenditure of that mag-
nitude should go before
the voters,” said

TREES

Continued from Page 1

the results could get serious — and

expensive.

“If someone puts their tree in a
dumpster or next to the dumpster, we

won'’t pick it up,” he said.

ply notify code enforcement and let

them handle it.”

Davis said dropping your tree off is
free of charge, and there are only a

few, simple guidelines to follow.
“We need people to make sure all of
the lights and ornaments are off the

tree,”

he explained. “We also can’t

take it if it’s still wrapped in plastic

“We’ll sim-

Add Sides &
11 Plecesmscmtsror
Mixed pamiyreast

For a limited time at participating restaurants
Offer plus applicable tax ©2008 AFC Enterprises, Inc.

208940

or anything like that. You also need
to make sure the tree stand has been
taken off. Once they drop it off, we’ll
take it from there.”

For more
Davis at 264-2505.

information, contact

Contact Staff Writer ThomasdJenkins
at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at cit-
ydesk@bigspringherald.com
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Thomason.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

the vehicle.

Theb54-year-old woman
from Castro County
twice jumped from his
moving pickup in an
attempt to escape. On
her first attempt, a pass-
ing motorist stopped to
offer aid but left when
Stowers aimed a shot-
gun at the motorist,
according to a statement
from the U.S. attorney’s
office.

Court documents give
the following account:

The woman, who was
not identified, made a
second jump from the
moving truck. Stowers
again forced her back
inside and threatened to
kill her if she tried
another escape.

Stowers drove the
truck into New Mexico
near Clovis, then head-
ed north to Tucumecari.
Along the way, deciding
he needed to stop for
gas, Stowers pulled over
in a deserted area,
removed the woman
from the truck, tied her
up and left her there
until he returned from
the gas station.

The ordeal eventually
ended near Lovington.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Lillian Whipple
Pijanowski, 90, died
December 19, 2009.

Graveside services will
beat10:00 AM Thursdayat
Mount Olive Memorial
Park.

Ascencion "Chonita"
Morales, 78, died Sunday.
Vigil services will be at
7:00 PM on Tuesday at
Myers & Smith Chapel.
Funeral mass will be at
1:00 PM Wednesday, at
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, with burial at
Mount Olive Memorial
Park.

Sylvia Prescott, 89, died
Tuesday. Services are
pending at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.
Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Bill McClellan

John A. Moseley
News Editor

Managing Editor

OTHER VIEWS

Bush deserves
kudos for not
being meddiler

e’re almost a year into the ex-presiden-
cy of George W. Bush and, so far, we
like what we hear from him, which has
been very little.

This is not a snide assessment of the post-White
House years of an unpopular ex-president.

What we like is Bush sticking to his vow to not
critique or heckle from the bench, an approach
even more crucial while we are a nation at war and
facing a tricky matrix of foreign policy challenges.

And while Bush has remained publicly mum this
year, another ex-president and Bush’s vice presi-
dent have offered lessons in the pitfalls of med-
dling.

For many years, Jimmy Carter was a popular ex-
president . Tossed from office after one term, Carter
left Washington with low approval numbers. But
through his work on charitable causes, he earned
new respect. He was awarded the 2002 Nobel Peace
Prize for “his decades of untiring effort to find peace-
ful solutions to international conflicts, to advance
democracy and human rights, and to promote eco-
nomic and social development.”

The citation made specific mention of the Camp
David Accords between Egypt and Israel while he
was in office.

Last week, however, Carter acknowledged the
problems an ex-president can cause. In a letter to
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Carter apologized
to American Jews for his post-presidency com-
ments likening Israel’s policy in the West Bank to
apartheid.

In the letter, Carter apologized for any of his com-
ments that might “stigmatize Israel.”

“As I would have noted at (the Jewish high holy
days of) Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, but which
is appropriate at any time of the year, I offer an Al
Het (a plea for forgiveness) for any words or deeds
of mine that may have done so,” Carter wrote.

We’ve also seen a how-not-to-do-it from former
Vice President Dick Cheney, who also gave us some
how-not-to-do-it lessons while he was in office.

Cheney’s comments this year have included a
ringing defense of “enhanced-interrogation tech-
niques,” the value of keeping the Guantanamo Bay
prison open for suspected terrorist detainees and
his recent comment charging President Barack
Obama with “dithering” on the Afghanistan troop
level decision.

Cheney also didn’t help the nation’s cause in
an August interview when he expressed “serious
doubts especially about the extent to which (Obama)
understands and is prepared to do what needs to be
done to defend the nation.”

Cheney has as much right as the next guy to weigh
in on issues of the day. But, as an ex-vice president,
he also has far more responsibility than the next
guy when it comes to questioning our national de-
fense.

Bush understands that. The next we will hear
from him in a substantive way will come late in
2010 with the publication of his “Decision Points”
memoir. The book will focus on 12 key decisions he
made in his life. Most observers would be surprised
if Bush delves into critiques of the Obama admin-
istration.

So far, in his relatively few speeches, Bush has
stuck with talking about his years in office and re-
frained from critiquing his successor. It is the prop-
er and honorable approach, and one Bush promised
to adhere to during an Oval Office interview during
his final days in office.

“The ex-president needs to get off the stage. ... And
I will be respectful of the president. I'm sure there
will be some moments when I don’t agree with what
he’s done. But I don’t plan on grabbing the mic and
having the klieg lights shine on me,” he said.

THE AMERICAN-STATESMAN
AUSTIN

A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson

May we focus on our future with You, Lord.
Amen

Amnesty to end all amnesties

o one expects it to
pass in its present
form. Legislation on
controversial matters
inevitably is subject to a series
of amendments. But the current
bill, introduced in the House of
Representatives
last week, aim-
ing to repair our
broken immigra-
tion system lays a
solid foundation
for restoring our
proud tradition as
a nation of immi-

grants.

Naysayers on MIGUEL
both ends of the PEREZ
political spectrum
already are knock-

ing it as either “too

liberal” or “too conservative,”
which is an indication that

the bill — introduced by Rep.
Luis Gutierrez, D-111., and co-
sponsored by more than 90 other
House Democrats — is indeed
fairly balanced.

Undocumented immigrants
would have to pay an application
fee, a $500 fine for those who en-
tered the country after turning
16, and demonstrate that they
have contributed to U.S. society
through work, school, the mili-
tary or community service. But
then each would be given a six-
year conditional visa and a path
to a green card and to eventually
obtain U.S. citizenship.

And that has the conservative
naysayers asking how anyone
could be offering amnesty to
millions of lawbreakers who are
taking American jobs at a time
when so many U.S. citizens are
out of work.

Yet to stop illegal immigration
in the future, the bill also sup-
ports strong border security and
immigration enforcement. And
to make sure that future hires
are legally in the country, the
bill also creates an employment
verification system.

And that has the liberal nay-
sayers complaining that this bill
should be more lenient and less

focused on enforcement. They
say immigration should not be
treated as a national security
issue.

But just as the conservatives
are wrong for opposing any
form of amnesty, the liberals are
wrong for opposing any form of
enforcement.

The conservatives need to ac-
cept the fact that we would not
be giving new jobs to millions
of undocumented immigrants;
we merely would be legalizing
about 5 percent of our current
work force. Most of these people
have well-planted roots in this
country. In spite of the obstacles,
many have managed to survive
and eventually thrive while
making significant contribu-
tions to our society — by taking
care of our kids and elderly,
washing our restaurant dishes,
cleaning our bathrooms, mow-
ing our lawns, harvesting our
crops and doing all the other me-
nial jobs most Americans reject.

The fact that more U.S. citizens
now have to accept those jobs
is a reflection of our troubled
economy, but it does not deny
the fact that undocumented im-
migrants were needed here and
that many still are essential to
our economic recovery. Booting
them out of the country would
be not only inhumane but also
counterproductive to our own
national interests.

On the other extreme, the
liberals need to learn how to live
with the fact that immigration is
indeed a huge national security
problem; in this age of terror-
ism, an open-borders policy is a
terrible idea.

In fact, perhaps the strongest
argument for an amnesty pro-
gram is our need to identify
everyone who is living in this
country for the sake of our na-
tional security.

The liberals must understand
that this comprehensive re-
form legislation would have to
be the amnesty to end all am-
nesties, that after the current
undocumented immigrants were

legalized, we would have zero
tolerance for future illegal immi-
gration. When we gave amnesty
to undocumented immigrants in
1986, the legislation failed to re-
duce illegal immigration. In fact,
some people believe it actually
encouraged more immigrants to
come here illegally.

And that’s the reason that this
time, no immigration reform bill
is likely to pass without solid
provisions to ensure that future
illegal immigration would be
reduced dramatically.

Gutierrez’s bill, called the
Comprehensive Immigration
Reform for America’s Security
and Prosperity Act of 2009, tries
to establish a realistic balance
between the liberal and con-
servative extremes to create an
immigration system that would
actually work!

However, because it was
introduced by a group of mostly
liberal Democrats to pressure
President Barack Obama to
keep his word on immigration
reform, even Obama adminis-
tration officials are reportedly
dismissing it as “too liberal.”

It’s not! There is no question
that Gutierrez’s bill takes a pro-
immigrant approach, but it’s the
fair, balanced and realistic way
to finally fix our broken immi-
gration system.

Nevertheless, the White House
and Homeland Security Sec-
retary Janet Napolitano have
indicated that the Obama ad-
ministration is assisting in the
creation of a more moderate and
bipartisan comprehensive immi-
gration reform bill that will be
introduced in the Senate early
next year by Chuck Schumer,
D-N.Y., and Lindsey Graham,
R-S.C.

The question now is: How
much further to the right will
the Schumer-Graham bill take
us, and will it truly fix our immi-
gration problems with the com-
passion that Obama promised?

COPYRIGHT 2009 CREATORS
SYNDICATE

“TwiS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS AND ALL THROUGH THE HOMSE ,
NGT A CREATURE WAS STIRRING ..U

TOVERINTHE SENATE..»

Here comes the New Year

he New Year is fast ap-
proaching. A Facebook
friend recently com-
mented, “I'll be happy to
see 2009 in my rearview mirror.”
I suspect she is not the only one
who feels this way.
Yet even though
some may be
ready for their
year to end, others
are having some
trepidation about
the New Year and

the changes it
promises.

New begin- ANNETTE
nings sometimes BRIDGES
bring both an

excitement and an
uncertainty. And
sometimes the un-
certainty leads to fear that can
thwart our forward momentum
and progress.

Indeed, fear can freeze us in
our tracks and stop us from mak-
ing decisions and taking steps
that are good for us. Perhaps
we’re afraid of making the same
mistakes we made last year. Or
perhaps we’re simply not sure
which next step is the best one to
take. So we do nothing!

There’s a song that often comes
to my mind when I think about
making a new beginning. It’s
based upon an Old Testament
story. (Genesis Chapter 26)

Once upon a time Isaac and
his wife Rebekah were forced to
move several times. Moving in
those days meant digging a new
well of water each time in their
new habitat. Again and again,
they settled in a location where
they were unwelcomed. And
their “enemy” filled their well
with dirt in an attempt to make
them move.

And so they would. Isaac and
his family would simply pick up
camp and move to a new place
and dig another well.

Paul Overstreet wrote a song
about “Ike” — as he calls him —
titled “Dig another well.” The
chorus pretty much sums up his
main point and why this song
has often come to my mind when
thinking about making a new
start.

“So when the rains don’t fall
and the crops all fail,

And the cows ain’t puttin’ any
milk in the pail,

Don’t sit around waitin’ for a
check in the mail,

Just pick up the shovel and dig
another well,

Pick up the shovel and dig
another well.”

The solution is pretty simple,
my friends. So you need to start
over somewhere? Things have
not worked out where you are
now? Don’t hesitate. Don’t sit
around in dismay and disap-

pointment. Don’t ruminate over
what could have been. “Just pick
up the shovel and dig another
well.”

I love this advice, and there
have been many times when I've
had to give heed to it!

And here’s the good news. Ev-
ery time Isaac’s servants dug a
new well, they found water. And
so will we all when we begin
anew. There will always be new
opportunities and possibilities
available to us. New ideas and
discoveries await everyone who
takes on a new adventure.

Recognize that God’s wisdom
and care is at work in your life.
Affirm that God wants only good
for His children. Acknowledge
His presence and power as the
guiding influence each day —
each moment — of your life
today and tomorrow.

Trust His direction to lead you
to the perfect home, job, relation-
ship. The promise of 2010 brings
a happy anticipation. This is a
time to rejoice. We can expect a
better year.

So come on in New Year!
We're ready for you!

Annette Bridges is a freelance
writer who lives in North Texas.
Her columns are published
weekly by numerous websites and
newspapers. E-mail her at an-
nettebridges@gmail.com
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Computer Word Find THIS DAY IN...
Just in time for Nat’l Clean-Up Your Computer Month,
see how many related words you can find and circle.
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Computer Scramble
Unscramble the words to complete the sentences.
1. Computers can VR E E T E I R stored files.
MANY PEOPLE DO NOT LIKE 2. The RM O O N T T is like a TV screen. v
CLUTTER AROUND THE HOUSE. BUT
SOME PEOPLE CANNOT BEARTO 3. Purchase aN PR RIET to print out materials. DATA
THROW THINGS AWAY.
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SLYLOCK FOX and COMICS FOR KIDS BY BOB WEBER JR.

Find six differences between these panels.

Slylock Fox received
a tip that Count
Weirdly is planning to
release his monster
into the forest during
a month with 28
days. Slylock is de-
termined to stop the
count. What month
fits Weirdly's planned
release of the beast?
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e e The scrambled words
Today’s terrific artist is ; i
Stevén Summers, age are things in the Slylock
13, of Utica, NY Fox scene. How many
can you unscramble?

1) ACNHI
2) EPRSID
3) KESAN
4) RSKAESEN

Answer -- Dog, bird, rabbit, sled, hat and glove.

The fourth Find the six differences collection is here. Send
sioveaus (p 9eus (g $4 (check/money order in U.S. funds made payable to King
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Bird Poop:

Swainson’s thrush survives encounter with dog, car

hroughout the night, its
sustained, swift flight had
brought it to dense junipers,
interspersed with buck-
eye, mesquites, cactus and desert
scrub. Hiding in the undergrowth, it
rested from its arduous journey.

As the mid-morning sun shown
upon its back, the bird awakened. Sur-
rounded by native vegetation, it could
easily find sustenance among the
dried leaves and grasses of summer.

Although the end of the year was
extremely late for this migrant to be
arriving, the warm December weath-
er had encouraged a new hatch of in-
sects. In search of beetles, flies, ants,
sow bugs and wasps, it investigated
decaying debris by hurriedly flip-
ping aside the dregs of nature. Once
satisfied with abundant fuel, the bird
would continue toward the tropics.

Eagerto “walk the mountain,” acou-
ple had parked at the entrance to the
state park. As they climbed the wind-
ing, steep ascent and neared the top,
their dog suddenly strained against
its leash. Having been contented just
to sniff the roadway, the pet now kept
trying to lunge into a dense thicket.

Controlling the large animal was be-
coming a problem for the woman. eap-
ing forward as her husband reached
for the leash, the dog bolted with such
force that only a leather burn was left
in the palm of her hand.

Disappearing into the brush, the
canine hurried in its quest to find the
mysterious looking creature it had
seen among the leaves. Clumsily pur-
suing his pet through the unforgiving
growth was slow and painful for the
man.

When the leash finally tangled in
the twisted stalks of an old buckeye,
the dog abruptly stopped with an en-
suing jerk to its neck. Excited, pant-

ing and waiting on its owner to free
it, the pet could only watch as a small
bird flushed from the undergrowth.

With their attention on capturing
the wayward animal, the couple had
been unaware of an approaching ve-
hicle. Although slowly traveling the
park’s road, the driver had caught
glimpses of the man trying to retrieve
his dog. What he had not anticipated
was the fleeing bird slamming into
the side of his car.

Lying on the pavement, the olive-
gray bird reminded the driver of a
young robin. Although smaller, it
had blackish spots down the sides
of its buff-colored throat and on its
breast. Most noticeable were the rings
around its eyes.

As he carefully eased his hand un-
der the panting bird, the man thought
to himself that the bird weighed “next
to nothing.” With its eyes closed, the
driver feared the worse.

Holding their dog’s collar, the cou-
ple slowly approached the man. Re-
gretting that their pet had caused the
bird’s flight into the car, the man and
woman offered their help. Since the
driver knew someone who cares for
wild birds, they thanked him for be-
ing there.

When the doorbell rang, I could
see through the front window that a
man held a bird no longer than his
hand. Even though it was a member
of the thrush family, we were not fa-
miliar with the specie.

Aside from the spotted breast and
olive-gray back, the most outstand-
ing, identifying feature was what
appeared to be nature’s sense of hu-
mor. The bird appeared to be wearing
buff-colored eyeglasses.

Telling the man I would call with the
identification, we made the thrush as
comfortable as possible. After read-

ing several books, I was disappointed
at how little was written about the
Swainson’s thrush.

While this specie had two distinct
colorations, russet-backed and olive-
backed, I found its song was of the
most interest. As it lent its music to
spring migration, one ornithologist
described its tune as high pitched and
flutelike. Telling of the bird’s love for
mulberries, he added that if near one
of those trees, you might hear its spi-
raling notes.

It had taken this small migrant, an
insect/fruit eater to help me identify
a specie I had seen flitting about in a
huge mulberry tree at a friend’s house

Courtesy photo
Weighing a little more than an ounce, the Swainson’s thrush migrates at
night during September through November. During its return in the spring,
the bird may be seen in April or May.

several years in a row. Missing had
been the description of its voice.

As the Swainson’s thrush respond-
ed to care and feeding, I felt it had an
opportunity once again to participate
in the lengthy migration from as far
north as Canada to South America in
the future.

The difficulty I had had in positive-
ly naming it had reminded me of a re-
haber’s advice years ago: “The hard-
est bird to identify is the one you hold
in your hand.”

Federally and state licensed to reha-
bilitate wild birds, Bebe McCasland is
author of The Scoop from Bird Poop.

Power plant an exercise in sustainability

PATRICK GEORGE
Austin American-Statesman

SAN MARCOS — Everything has
to be bigger in Texas. That’s why it’s
fitting that Texas State University is
now home to the world’s largest hu-
man power plant.

The university has unveiled equip-
ment at the Student Recreation Cen-
ter that will generate electricity
when students use it for exercise. The
equipment, produced by a Florida
company called ReRev, was placed on
30 elliptical machines that are now
feeding electricity back into the cam-
pus power grid.

A number of other universities
have installed the system, but Texas
State’s rec center is using more Re-
Rev machines than any other gym,
making it the top producer of human
power in the world.

“With 30 machines, we have more
than anyone else in the world, and
we’re the first in Texas” to install the
system, said Glenn Hanley, the direc-
tor of campus recreation.

Hanley said each elliptical marked
with a green balloon has a device that
captures Kinetic energy generated by
the user. It’s then converted into di-
rect current and sent to a gray box on
the wall of the gym, which converts
the energy into alternating current
the kind that runs in U.S. electrical
outlets and is used to power the de-
vices in our homes.

A typical 30-minute workout on the
elliptical produces 50 watt-hours of
electricity enough to power a light
bulb for 21/2 hours and a desktop
computer for 30 minutes.

The entire system cost about $20,000
to install, Hanley said, and was paid
for by Texas State’s environmental
service committee and the Depart-
ment of Campus Recreation with
support from the Associated Student
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This photo shows a sign for the Calories to Kilowatts program that was unveiled at Texas State University in
the Student Recreation Center on campus in San Marcos. The university has unveiled equipment at the Student
Recreation Center that will generate electricity when students use it for exercise. The equipment, produced by
a Florida company called ReRev, was placed on 30 elliptical machines that are now feeding electricity back into

the campus power grid.

Government.

The system could pay for itself in
about seven or eight years, Hanley
said.

But Blair Hartley, a recreation man-
agement graduate student in charge
of the project, said powering the uni-
versity grid isn’t really the point. It’s
trying to make students more aware

* The Big Spring Herald
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of how much power it takes to run
their devices and to encourage them
to use less electricity when they can.
“It’s more about changing the mind-
set of the 30,000-plus students on cam-
pus,” Hartley said. “When you real-
ize, ‘I just worked out for 30 minutes,
and it’s only enough to power a light
bulb for about two hours,’ it gives you

some perspective.”

If you left the lights on in your dorm
room for three hours, it would take
about a week’s worth of regular work-
outs to recoup that, Hartley said.

Chris Covo, Texas State’s student
body president, said he’s looking for-
ward to working out on the elliptical
machines when finals are over.

OIL

Continued from Page 3

U.S. inventories.

Some analysts, however, said that
the end-of-year thin trading was dis-
torting the market.

“We continue to be of the opinion
that real driver of the oil market last
week and this week is the lack of trad-
ing volume in the futures market and
not really the lack of oil supplies,”
said Olivier Jakob of Petromatrix in
Switzerland. “We do not want to draw
hard conclusions on the balance of
the oil markets in such a holiday

environment.”

Providing a positive cue for oil were
small gains in most Asian and
European stock markets.

The dollar’s exchange rate also con-
tinued to influence oil prices. Oil,
which is traded in dollars, often
moves in the opposite direction to the
currency.

While the euro was up to $1.4443
from $1.4376 in New York late Monday,
the British pound dropped to $1.5997
from $1.6003 and the dollar edged up
to 91.68 Japanese yen from 91.59 yen.

In other Nymex trading in January
contracts, heating oil rose 0.30 cent to
$2.0765 gallon while gasoline fell 0.35
cent to $2.0149 a gallon. Natural gas
fell to $5.959 per 1,000 cubic feet.
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The Gemini moon is a
talkative friend, filled
with bright ideas, opin-
ions and good advice.
There’s a conversation-
al buzz wherever people
congregate, even in the
places that are supposed
to be quiet, like the
library. The social ener-
gy carries into the eve-
ning, when lively dis-
cussions will facilitate
connection, even among
disagree-
ing par-
ties.

ARIES
(March
21-April
19). You're
happy to
witness
other peo-
ple’ s
growth,
especially
if you had
something
to do with it. Someone
may finally come clean
about an issue you
already knew about — a
relief for everyone.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20). Change can
be scary, even when the
change is undeniably
for the best. So don’t be
surprised when your
friends voice concern at
the new direction in
which you’re heading.
You know in your own
heart that it’s right for
you.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). A new opportunity
at work means less time

HoLpay

MaTHIS

at home. You have a dif-
ficult decision to make.
Talk to a partner about
it. If you take the oppor-
tunity to do so, your
partner will feel invest-
ed in it, as well.

CANCER (June
22-July 22). You will be a
shining example of per-
severance. You won’t be
the first one out of the
gate, but you will still
manage to beat out the
competition by sheer
tenacity. And this time,
the victory will be all
yours.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You have made attempts
before to work out regu-
larly, but a routine is
actually beginning to
take root. Vigorous
physical exercise will
flush out the toxins of
body and mind.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). A simple wholesome
act raises your mood —
like eating fruit, walk-
ing or smiling. From
this new, more energet-
ic space, you’ll accom-
plish all that needs
doing. Tonight features
a special connection
with someone older.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). A born diplomat,
you always seem to be
bringing feuding par-
ties toward reconcilia-
tion. Be it arguing
friends or angry co-
workers, you have the
gift of mediation, and
you use it often and to
great effect.

sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated
in any row, column or box.
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North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
M#AT94
v_
¢KQI
#1098632
WEST EAST
a7 6532
YA1093 YK8652
109852 ®A643
$Q75 &4
SOUTH
A#KQI086
vQI74
7
S#AK]J
The bidding:
North  East South  West
& Pass 16 Pass
34 Pass 6@

Opening lead — ten of diamonds.

The value of a 4-3-3-3 hand is
usually not hard to judge. The high-
card point count generally tells the
story.

The real difficulty in evaluating a
hand correctly rises in proportion to
its freakishness. Those with wild dis-
tribution do not lend themselves well
to accurate evaluation. The excel-
lence of the fit with partner’s hand,
or the absence of it, becomes the
determining factor.

For example, North’s hand, with
only 11 high-card points, has a very
imprecise value when the auction
begins. But its value increases

Exactly the Right Medicine

Tomorrow: The one and only chance.
©2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

By Steve Becker

tremendously when partner responds
one spade. Whether it’s worth a jump
to three spades is debatable, but the
slam contract turns out to be quite
reasonable.

East won the diamond lead and
returned a trump, taken by South.
One possible line of play was to ruff
three hearts in dummy and discard a
heart and the jack of clubs on
dummy’s two high diamonds. But
this would require a 2-2 club divi-
sion.

Alternatively, South could draw
the missing trumps and, if they did
not break 2-2, rely on the clubs to be
divided favorably. But another
method of play, the one chosen by
South, had a much better chance to
succeed.

He cashed the ace of clubs, led a
spade to the nine and then discarded
the J-K of clubs on the K-Q of dia-
monds! Next he ruffed a club, led a
third round of trumps to the jack and
ruffed another club with his last
trump.

By this time, dummy had the only
remaining trump together with three
good clubs, so South easily scored
the rest of the tricks.

Just about all declarer’s plan
required for success was a normal 3-
I or 2-2 trump division, together
with a normal 3-1 or 2-2 club divi-
sion. Discarding the K-J of clubs
may appear to be overly fancy, but it
was the right thing to do under the
circumstances.
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 21). Brainstorm
about your next step.
Open up the floodgates.
There are no bad ideas
— take note of even the
strange ones. There is
probably a germ of
greatness in the mis-
take.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Just when
youthoughtyoucouldn’t
get any more charming,
you’ll meet the person
who causes you to step
up your game. You’ll
enjoy honing that won-
derful personality of
yours.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19). You’ll make
some budgeting chang-
es. Upon close examina-
tion, you’ll find things
that you're paying for
but not using. Also,
you’ll discover ways to
do things cheaply.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18). You'll be an
important addition to a
group. Your input is
part of what makes the
dynamic work so well.
Your personal anecdotes
will help someone open
up and share.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20). Being
32

A
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effective takes energy.
Take steps to enliven
your attitude. A lack of
enthusiasm is not just a
little problem. It can
damage your relation-
ships and hurt your
work. Make it a priority
to find your joy.

T OD AY S
BIRTHDAY (Dec. 29).
Your opinions change,
and you’ll conduct your-
self differently. January
brings key knowledge,
and life improves as you
act on it. You’ll know
what is the right deci-
sion, because it’s the
path you would choose
whether it led to suc-
cess or failure. There is
someone Wwho needs
your care and nurtur-
ing in March. Leo and
Cancer people adore
you. Your lucky num-
bers are: 6, 29, 15, 33 and
18.

PISCES FORECAST
2010: You are through
rushing around and try-
ing to force life to com-
ply with your wishes.
You long for a new
approach in this fresh
decade, and life answers
your longing by show-
ing you a different
method of achievement.

The move you make in
January will help you
cut out the confusion
and riffraff and move to
astate of stillness. You’ll
grow more patient and
wiser, seeing more
options than before.

Money and Career: A
sale in January helps
you get the favorable
attention you need to go
to the next stage of your
business. A mentor
shows up in March.
Invest in yourself and
in your education in
June. Taurus and Libra
individuals will be
instrumental in your
success.

Love: New habits
serve you well. A physi-
cal change will increase
the energy and excite-
ment around your per-
sonal relationships.
Your confidence shines
through the attitudes
you take about your love
life. For starters, you
will be lighthearted in
your pursuit of love.
Also, you will be coura-
geous and playful when
it comes to your look
and manner.

Per s onal
Development: Learning
an instrument or a dif-

7

ferent language will be
lucky.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Capricorn
is a sign of hard work,
tradition and inheri-
tance. In the case of
actor Jude Law, the
inheritance includes
loads of talent. Born to a
family of artists, he
learned early on the
value of committing to
one’s craft and has been
honing his acting skills
since childhood. His
natal moon and Mars in
passionate Scorpio lend
an intensity and magne-
tism to this compelling
movie star’s mix.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to wwuw.cre-
ators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on
the Holiday Mathis page,
or you may send her a
postcard in the mail. To
find out more about
Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the  Creators
Syndicate Web page at
Www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS.
COM

NOW IS THE TIME TO REDEEM YOUR GIFT CARDS!

DID SANTA FORGET SOMETHING ON YOUR CHRISTMAS LIST? BRING IN YOUR GIFT CARD
TO GET EVERYTHING YOU REALLY WANT... AND, AT GREAT NEW YEAR’S SAVINGS!

BEALLS

NEW YEAR'S
SALEEGLEARANGE

SAVE
(1%

WHEN YOU TAKE AN EXTRA 20% OFF
ENTIRE STOCK RED-TICKET GLEARANGE ITEMS
AND USE YOUR BONUS COUPONS!

BONUS COUPON VALID DEC. 30, 2009 - JAN. 3, 2010

EXTRA
0% OFF

ANY SINGLE ITEM"« REG. PRICE, SALE OR CLEARANGE

*Excludes cosmetics, fragrances, formalwear rental, gift cards and previous
purchases. Cannot be combined with any other coupon or private
savings offer. Must relinquish coupon at time of purchase.

BEALLS

BONUS GOUPON VALID DEC. 30, 2009 - JAN. 3, 2010

EXTRA

ANY SINGLE ITEM"« REG. PRICE, SALE OR CLEARANGE

*Excludes cosmetics, fragrances, formalwear rental, gift cards and previous
purchases. Cannot be combined with any other coupon or private
savings offer. Must relinquish coupon at time of purchase.

4 1700153%40719

- 20%0FF

BEALLS

STORES CLOSE THURSDAY AT 6 PM! GLOSED FRIDAY, NEW YEAR'S DAY

**Prices effective through January 3, 2010. Total savings off original prices. Interim markdowns may have been taken. Selection varies by store.

BEALLS HOURS:

Mon.-Sat. 10 AM -9 PM Sun 12 PM -6 PM

Inside The Big Spring Mall

210127
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call Joe Zigtema at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. E-mail results to:
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Steers drop two in Kerrville

Herald Staff Report

KERRVILLE — The Big Spring
Steers basketball team fell to
two tough opponents Monday
at the start of the Kerrville Tivy
Classic.

Its first opponent, St. Michael’s
Academy in Austin, was ranked
No. 15 in the Texas Press
Association’s large private
school division. The Crusaders
downed the Steers 68-55.

Lake Travis, ranked No. 5 in
4A, beat the Steers 58-39.

Head coach Marcus Morris
said he wanted his team to play

against higher competition. He
got it Monday.

“They’re all bigger schools,
and to reach our full potential,
we’ve got to go out and play bet-
ter teams,” Morris said.

The Steers were outmatched
in both games and were a lit-
tle rusty coming off Christmas
break, Morris said.

“It was a typical Christmas
game,” he said. “It looked like
we had not played in six or seven
days, and really we had not.”

Jerrell Williams paced the
team against Lake Travis with
13 points. T'yler Tannehill scored

seven points in the game, and
Jacob Falcon had five.

Morris said the team had
trouble putting the ball in the
hoop against Lake Travis’ big-
ger lineup.

“We're just not scoring right
now,” Morris said. “But there
aren’t a lot of holes in these
defenses, either.”

The Steers played host school
Kerrville Tivy at 9 a.m. and
another opponent at 10:30
a.m. Results will be posted in
Wednesday’s Herald.

Box scores were unavailable
for the game.

e
AP FILE PHOTO/Mike Fuentes

Questions swirl around the suspension of Mike Leach as Tech investigates a complaint from
receiver Adam James, son of SMU great Craig James, concerning post-concussion treatment.

Leach suspended for Alamo Bowl

Associated Press

LUBBOCK — Texas
Tech is preparing for
the Alamo Bowl with-
out its quirky coach.

University officials
on Monday suspended
Mike Leach while the
school investigates
complaints from receiv-
er Adam James and his
family about how the
player was treated after
a concussion in prac-
tice earlier this month.

James is the son of
former NFL player
Craig James, now an
analyst for ESPN.

Defensive coordina-
tor Ruffin McNeill will
be the interim coach

when the Red Raiders
play Michigan State in
San Antonio on Jan. 2.

McNeill, who will
remain in charge of the
team until the inves-
tigation is complete,
declinedtoanswerques-
tions about the com-
plaints after Monday
night’s practice in San
Antonio. Players were
not made available to
the media.

“Mike’s my friend.
We’ve been friends for
a long time, and I don’t
think right now is the
right time to go into
that,” said McNeill,
who Leach brought to
Texas Tech in 2000.

He said Leach arrived

with the team in San
Antonio and that Adam
James also was with
the team, but not prac-
ticing. School officials
declined to identify the
player, but James’ fam-
ily released a statement
to The Associated Press
saying it was him.

A person with direct
knowledge of the com-
plaints told the AP that
James, while unable to
practice with a concus-
sion, twice was forced
to stand in a small, dark
place for hours while
the team practiced. The
person spoke on con-
dition of anonymity
because of the sensitive
nature of the complaint

and the ongoing inves-
tigation.

James was hurt Dec.
16 and the next day
was diagnosed with a
concussion, the person
said.

According to the per-
son, James was seques-
tered at two consecu-
tive practices:

— On Dec. 17, James
said Leach told train-
ers to put him in “the
darkest place you can
find.” James was sent
to an equipment shed
near the practice field,
where a member of the
athletic staff checked
on James to make sure

See LEACH, Page 12

Coahoma runs past
Fort Stockton 77-56

Herald Staff Report

BIG LAKE — The
Coahoma Bulldogs lit up
the scoreboard Monday
night on the way to a
77-56 win over Fort
Stockton.

Coahoma allowed just
seven points in the first
quarter and outpaced
the Panthers 48-33 in the
second and third peri-
ods to run away with the
ball game. Marin Leija
scored 21 points for the
Bulldogs, fellow senior
Isaac Garcia added 19
and freshman forward
Tanner Ruiz put in 11.

“We played better con-
sidering we’ve been off
for five days,” head
coach Kim Nichols said.
“Our deal today was we
wanted to start out today
like we finished against
Tahoka last Friday, and

not lose any momentum
gained there.”

Fort Stockton’s Trey
Cantu scored 23 points
for the Panthers. He was
their only player in dou-
ble figures.

“Even though he
scored 23, I thought we
did a good job on him,”
Nichols said.

The Bulldogs are now
11-4 on the season and
will play Colorado City
at 1:30 p.m. today.

Coahoma 77, Ft. Stockton 56

Coahoma 14 23 25 15 --77
Ft. Stockton 7 19 14 16 -- 56

Coahoma (11-4)- Leija 23,
Garcia 19, Ruiz 11, Josh

Paniagua 9, Kirk Hahn 8, Lane
Douglass 5, Hunter Williams 2,
Alex Crabtree 2

Ft. Stockton- Cantu 23, Galvan
9, Leyva 8, Gossett 4, Milan 4,
Howard 3, Jaquez 3, Ramirez 2

Free throws- CHS 18-26, FS
13-24; 3-point- CHS 3 (Leija 2,
Ruiz), FS 5 (Cantu 4, Galvan);
Fouls- CHS 20, FS 23; Fouled

out- Douglass, Leyva

Bearkats still rusty;
Lady Kats win again

Herald Staff Report

BIG LAKE — The
Garden City Bearkats
are playing catch up.

After a thrilling post-
season football run to a
state championship, the
Bearkats are behind the
curve on the hardwood,
as was evident in a 36-31
loss to Grape Creek
Monday at the Mary
Tatum Holiday Classic.

Garden City was up
one point heading into
the fourth quarter, but
it managed just three
points in the final frame
and couldn’t keep up
with the Eagles.

“We had a hundred
open looks, we just
missed them,” head
coach Kory Abney said.
“We're not ready to be
playing yet from foot-
ball.”

Brett Chudej scored 20
points for the Bearkats
but fouled out in the
fourth quarter, and
Garden City’s offense
grinded to a halt.

“We played great
defense,” Abney said.
“We held a 2A high
school to 36 points, but
our shot just isn’t where
it needs to be.”

The Bearkats played

at 10:30 a.m. and will
play again at either 1:30
p.m. or 4:30 p.m. today.
Check tomorrow’s
Herald for results.
Garden City 37

Grape Creek 23

BIG LAKE — The
Garden City Lady
Bearkats rolled on
Monday to a win over
Grape Creek in the open-
ing round of the Mary
Tatum Holiday Classic.

The post duo of Paige
Niehues and Morgan
Schwartz controlled the
offense for the Lady
Bearkats, as Niehues
dropped 12 and Schwartz
put in 11 of her own.
Niehues showed her
range from the outside
as well as she hit two
3-pointers.

The Garden City
defense stiffened in the
second half, allowing
just nine points in the
final two quarters. The
team was 6-8 from the
free throw line as well.

The Lady Bearkats are
now 14-0 on the season.
They played Ballinger
in the second round of
the tournament at noon
today.Check tomorrow’s
Herald for results.

See SCORES, Page 12

Wisconsin, Miami share common goal for Champs Sports Bowl

Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — The first
time Miami coach Randy Shannon
watched film on Wisconsin, he
thought he was watching another
team run his playbook.

“You look at a team that resembles
what you can do,” Shannon said.

The more he studied the more simi-
larities he saw.

Shannon and Badgers coach Brett
Bielema are former defensive coor-
dinators who run the same scheme.
Eachrely on the run to setup the play-
action pass and both have improved
on last season’s lowly 7-6 records.

When the 14th-ranked Hurricanes
face No. 24 Wisconsin in the Champs

Sports Bowl on Tuesday night, the
schools will also will be chasing an
even bigger goal: a 10-win season to
help propel their programs back to
national prominence.

“It’s one win,” Bielema said. “But
10-win seasons are special, because
not very many people get it done.”

This game might be an even bigger
hurdle for Miami.

After dipping into mediocrity, the
Hurricanes have a chance for their
first 10-win season since 2003 and
can position themselves for a big
run next year. The milestone would
be a big step on the road back for a
program that was dominant at times
earlier this decade, won five national
titles between 1983-2001 and captured

the eyes of college football fans with
so much speed and swagger.

Miami has improved in each of the
first three seasons under Shannon —
with regular seasons of 5-7, 7-5 and
9-3 — and made perhaps the biggest
jump this year. The Hurricanes went
3-1 to start the season in a brutal
stretch against four ranked teams,
jumped back into the top 10 briefly
before fizzling out and again miss-
ing the Atlantic Coach Conference
title game.

By Miami standards, any bowl
that doesn’t start with BCS is a dis-
appointment. Still, the Hurricanes
believe they have more at stake in

See BOWL, Page 12

d Anderon
Wisconsin’s Brett Bielema, left, and
Miami’s Randy Shannon, right, will
meet in tonight’s bowl game.

Sports in brief

Basketball tournaments
postponed one day

Lenorah Grady’s annual Cotton Classic basket-
ball tournament has been postponed one day due to

weather concerns.

The tournament will keep the same schedule, but
will start Wednesday instead of today. Stanton
high school is also competing in the event.

The Sterling City tournament, which involves
Sands and Forsan high schools, among others, has
also been postponed until Wednesday.

Big Spring softball clinic

to be held Jan. 16

Big Spring softball coach John Sparks will hold a
winter skills softball clinic coming up.

The clinic will teach basic softball skills and will
be held Jan. 16 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Girls in
grades three through eight are welcome. The cost

is $25.

sign up at 432-270-2711.

Contact John Sparks for more information or to

Howard College Hawks

to start Arizona road trip

The Howard College Hawks will be in action
tomorrow night as they travel to Arizona for a two-
game road trip.

The team will play the College of Southern Idaho
on Wednesday and Luke Air Force Base Thursday

as part of the Phoenix College Classic.

Before returning home,the Hawks will play South

Mountain College and Glendale Community College,
both in the Phoenix area.
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Cemetery Lots

ONE CEMETERY Iot for $1100
Trinity Memorial Park Garden

of Sharon. Present Value
$1840. Call (940)433-3144 or
email
vmewlw2 @ embargmail.com

Help Wanted

AMERICAN STATE bank is
seeking a self-motivated em-
ployee with excellent sales,
communications, and customer
service skills to work a flexible
part-time teller schedule. Credit
and criminal checks are part of
our application process. Apply
at 1411 Gregg Street.

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:

* Crew Tech

Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy.,
and pickup an application. No
phone calls please. Must have
a valid TX drivers license and
pass mandatory drug test &
background check.

COASTAL TRANSPORT
We are now hiring drivers to
deliver petroleum products in
and around surrounding areas
of the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:

*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat
and tanker endorsements

*23 years of age or older

*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer
experience

*Clean driving record

Please contact our office M-F

8am/5pm for more information

1-888-527-7221.

EARN UP to $150 /day Under-
cover Shoppers Needed to
Judge Retail & Dining Estab-
lishments Experience Not Re-
quired Call Now
1-800-565-8079

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring 2 Full
time & 1 Part Time Sales and
Loan Representatives. Must
have High School/GED, pass
background & drug test. Apply
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-

ence only apply. $500.00
Weekly. Call after 7:00p.m.
(432)684-5418.

IMMEDIATE OPENING,

Church Secretary First Baptist
Church, (Coahoma). Part-time,
morning hrs. Apply in person,
201 South Avenue, Coahoma.
Phone 432-394-4348.

JOURNEYMAN/ APPREN-
TICE Electrician. Must have
industrial and rigid pipe experi-
ence. Call (972)414-7028/ Fax
resume to (903)327-8460.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

PARKVIEW NURSING and
Rehab is hiring for a Certified
Nurse Aide or will send right
person for Certification. Great
family working environment.
Apply at 3200 Parkway or
on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net

PARKVIEW NURSING and
Rehab now accepting applica-
tions for 6a-2p Dietary Aide.
Great working environment in a
family owned business. You
may apply in person at 3200
Parkway or on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net

PIZZA INN
FOR

TAKING APP, |oegs
MAN TIONS.
APPL SON AT 1702

GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS.

PRIMARY UTILITY Services is
accepting applications for the
following  positions:  Experi-
enced Lineman- Experienced
Apprentice. Must pass physical
and drug exam. Call
(325)575-1782 or apply online
www.primaryutilityservices.com

Help Wanted
THE COLORADO River Mu-

nicipal Water District, regional
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for following position in
the Big Spring area.

Meter Technician — Responsi-
ble for calibrating and maintain-
ing District’'s billing meters. As-
sists in repairing, and maintain-
ing communication equipment
including mobile radios and mi-
crowave communication equip-
ment, supporting the District’s
SCADA system. Entry level
position, basic understanding
of electronic/electricity needed.
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer. Benefits include

health insurance, retirement
plans, and sick, vacation and
holiday leave.

Applications are required and
available at the District’s office,
400 E. 24TH Street, Big
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org.

ROTECH HEALTHCARE is
seeking a qualified Respiratory
Therapist for a per diem as-
signment at our location in Big
Spring, Tx. As a Rotech per
diem Respiratory Therapist,
you will have the opportunity to
provide services and outstand-
ing care to patients within our
community, using some of the
nations most advanced home
medical equipment. Days and
hours are flexible and based on
location need. Qualified candi-
dates need to have previous
experience assisting patients
with aerosol therapy, oxygen
and other home healthcare
equipment. Candidates must
possess al applicable state li-
censes, pass a background
check and drug screen, and
have the ability to assess pa-
tient needs and provide care
and education accordingly.
Please call (432)263-6652 or
fax resume to (432)264-6290.

SECRETARIAL POSITION.
Needing a friendly, outgoing
person for small office. Duties
to include greeting customers,
answering phones, bookkeep-
ing, and light secretarial skills.
Organizational skills a must.
Quickbooks a plus. Please
send resumes to: Resumes,
P.O. Box 2288, Big Spring TX
79721.

TEXAS NURSE
Connection, Ltd.

RN’ LVN'S CNA’s
NEEDED FOR ALL SHIFTS
(325)670-0090
Texasnurseconnection.com

Items for Sale

FIREWOOD FOR Sale.
$275.00 per cord, $150.00 per
half cord. Call 432-213-5553.

FIREWOOD- SEASONED
Mesquite, Pecan & Oak
Delivered and Stacked

$330.00 per cord
$180.00 per 1/2 cord
Call (432)978-3328

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered
and Stacked. Call
325-648-2818, 512-913-8297
or 325-650-4544.

NEW 5PC Micro Fiber Living
Room set with warranty. $565.
432-664-8980.

NO Flip King Pillow Top Mat-
tress set has warranty $255.

432-664-8980.

Items for Sale
NEW CANOPY bed with Mat-

tress Set New from factory
$295. 432-664-8980.
Leather Living Room Set with
tables, brand New in boxes
$675. 432-664-8980.

QUEEN MATTRESS Set. New.
In plastic with warranty. $155.
432-664-8980

Cherry Sleigh Bed with Mat-
tress Set. Brand New $397.

432-664-8980.

Miscellaneous
LOVELY CHERRY finish 5 pc.

bedroom suite, for holidays,
brand new, fits full/queen,
$600. Must seel!

806-549-3110......cuvvrvrerrrrieennns
Two mattress sets for sale.
One full size set $120. One
twin size set $100.-Both brand
new. 806-549-3110..........

SEASONED WOOD
Brady, Texas
Mesquite $120.00- cord
Oak $130.00- cord
Call (325)456-3447.

CHRISTMAS GIFT BORDER
COLLIE PUPPIES. Mom
red/white and training smart.
Father black/white from work-
ing bloodline. Several blue
eyed. Reserve yours today.
$100-$150. Call (432)466-1532
(432)466-1512.

Real Estate for Rent

LOVELY
NEIGHBORHOOD
COMPLEX

Swimming Pool
Carports,
Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen
Discounts

1 & 2 Bedrooms &
1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555

1101 DOUGLAS. AII electric,
water paid. Refrlg stove,
washer/d at/Air
Grea%S . month,
$600 it. References. No
pets, prefer non-smoking. Call
(432)213-2319.

1504 B Wood. 2 bdrm, 1 bath
Duplex. All bills paid. $600.00
month, $500.00 deposit. Call
(432)212-3646.

Real Estate for Rent

2606 CHANUTE Drive, 3 bdrm,
1-1/2 bath, fenced yard, CH/A.
$785. month, $500. deposit.
One Year Lease Required. No
indoor pets. Call
(432)770-5656 Owner/ Broker.

All BILLS PAID
2 Bdrm, 1 bath
Apartment
with Cable
$699/month
Call (432)263-1252

BUILDING FOR Rent @ 2908
North Birdwell Lane. Needs
some work. $250. per month
as is, $250. deposit and 1 year
lease. Please contact Lucy @
(432)263-5000 for more info.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 bdrm
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance,
Central Heat and Air, Pool with
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher.
Washer/ dryer connections.
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing
1,2 & 3 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking
No application fees
No credit checks
Senior Discounts
1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT
2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring
432-263-2292
Free Application Fee
111 $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm $350 month
Large 2 Bdrm $395 month
Security
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
December Special
2/1 Bdrm total move-in $299
Rent $399 with 6-mo lease
Studio $399/$150 deposit
(all bills paid on studio)

3/1 Bdrm $650/$300 deposit
FREE FITNESS CENTER
FREE WIRELESS INTERENT
PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

Real Estate for Sale
FOR SALE BY OWNER:

2528 and 2530 Fairchild,
2,500 square feet duplex.
$499.00 down, $776.75 per

month. Call (432)270-8920 or
Home Realtors.

¢VTE!

FOR SALE- 3/1- 1303 College
New Carpet, Easy Terms.
Owner will Finance for as Low
as $343. Call (325)277-4923.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No
Problem. Call (512)940-5200,
432-631-8100.

nnnnnnnnn i

(432) 263-1284

ELEGANT AND SPACIOUS -

I IDME

ReALTORS

Big Spring, Tx. 79720
Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

3,500 living sq. ft., 4 bedrooms, 3 baths,
2 living areas, garden/sunroom, study/office, 2 fireplaces, gorgeous
kitchen, beautiful parklike landscaping, masonry fence, 2 car garage.

Call Linda Barnes @ (432) 270-0062 for an appomtment today

801 Highland

110 W. Marcy

208611

Real Estate for Sale

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida
Manufactured Home Magazine.
A guide to finding and buying a
manufactured home in the
Sunshine State. Call to request
your FREE copy today! Toll
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit
our
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com

NEWLY RENOVATED 4004
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call
for info. 432-212-3646.

NICE ESTABLISHED neigh-
borhood- 1312 Sycamore, 3/2,
fenced backyard w/garage.
Nicely Landscaped.
$59,500.00. Owner Financing
or Cash. Call (512)940-5200,
(432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE, $2,950.00
down, $535.78 month. 1403
Tucson in Big Spring. Call
agent 432-270-8920 or Home

TAST]

OWNER FINANCE- 3 Bdrm, 1
bath. 1307 Mt. Vernon. As Low
as $343. with easy terms. Call
(325)277-4923.

NEW AD

OWNER FINANCE- 3/1 with
wood Floors on 1104 Pickens.
Easy Terms. Payment as low
as $343. Call (325)277-4923.

Real Estate for Sale

THE GOVERNMENT has a
One Time Discount in Buying a
2 thru 6 bedroom home. Bad
Credit OK, No Out of Pocket
Down Payment and Military
Discount. (432)263-3461 Rosa.

Services Offered

HDTV
Installation to toy assemble.
Computer setup and repair,
home theater, surveillance and
more. Call (432)816-5550 for
estimates, advice or appoint-
ment.

bigspringherald.com

+ Up To Date Breaking News
+ Sports Local News

+ National News

+ Business

+ Opportunities

+ Photo Contest

+ National Sports

9060

Shrover
Motor Co.

“The Home of Almost Perfect Serwce”

2010 GMC Terrain

2,400 Miles, Leather Interior, And Loaded All Wheel Drive.

334 995

2007 Dodge Quad Cab
22,000 One Owner Miles.

523,999

2010 Chevy Camaro SS

Price Reduced

538,999

2005 Liberty Limited
V6, 63K Miles.

513,995

2008 Acadia
24K One Owner Miles.
Pearl White, Heated Leather
Seats.

534,990

208813

PONTIAC GMC

424 E. 3RD
263-7625

¢ BIG SPRING,
432-770-1212 888-263-0017

TEXAS

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

5 Easy Ways To Place Your Ad In The Big Spring Herald Classifieds!

By Phone...
263-7331

By Fax...
264-7205

In Person...
710 Scurry

By e-mail...
classifieds@
BigSpringHerald.com

By Mail...
P.0. Box 1431
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$55.60 Per Month —
Call 263-7331 visA
to place your ad today!!

AC & EATING seouners N cowca X coceere R cowcaimt

A Modern Auto Dismantler STUCCO MARQUEZ
lohoson HeatingCondiioning | | = C & D Truck DRIVEWAYS J. T. Builders FENCE CO
Air & Sheet Metal 7 m Accessories ; SIDEWALKS All Kinds Of ) .
’ 1 CONCRETE WORK BLOCK FENCES Remodeling * Drywall H| il - All types of
* Servicing All Heating Units Since 1947 2706 N . HWY 87 Ch : d S Ceramic Tile * Electrical ” Tl ' fences, tile fence
* All Sheet Metal Work Including + 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles 4 32- 26 3- 3600 % , Co an ons Plumbing « Roofing & repairs.
Duct Work %%gggnsz%ffn ?ﬁrﬁgggfaﬁeﬁf&rﬁo ® Concrete Brick & Concrete Work Concrete work, carports,
* Registers & Grills part Swimming Pool Decks stucco work
Foron and ot pars o cas . 1. || (432) 816-6561 All work guaranteed
W’Ve Cal“l“y LAll Heating Units Utlmy vehicles "'#/ Rh’no L’n,ngs Insured & Bonded For Your Protection ""-. "‘-q':l JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ Free Estimates
Parts And Filters Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat. 621 Sgt. Paredez :ﬁ\ (432) 213-0882 Cell Benny Marquez-Owner
1511 Hwy 350+(432) 263-5000 g io Big Spri (432) 935-6310 Res. 267-5114 o
1108 E. 4th * 263-2980 y 350(432) THE SPRAYED ON “NER Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

I ' G D GEEED GEE5ED

L}r55}r Eckel o | Big Dog Grooming “ 8 CA ELEgTRICAL B & M Fence c°| Quality Fence Co.
- P Let us pamper your | | Jimmy Marquez-Owner
50rd Bag-$6.75 CROSS § ROADS| | construction VOTED BESTINBIG SPRING .
301 N. Sgt. Paredez PN e Fmes't In D A
Helena Chemical e 7S CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER . ] Fencing /"
Cell: 432-288-4855 ELEC RIC caelectric74@yahoo.com *Residential -Commercial Wood & /Y
3104 N. Hwy. 87 GROOMERS:  Opens Tues. Thru'Sat. | | @32) 466-1245 +ChainLink + Metal 00c ¢
- Ester Rangel Richard Moren ) 1. woaca) . : 8 Chainlink e
Big Spring and HOURS: Master Electrician | “1C€S€ Taking care of all of your & «Cedar Doy Kennels AN
[ﬂl_.l-*) 263-9962 sl T AP Texas Electrical TECL#zeslggzisz: ieds i Free Estimat
by Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm SXas LIECTI g our service . ree Estimates
. ALL SIZES = ALL BREED? COHtI'aCtOI' / Llcense #25496 Residential, Commercial, Oilj'l‘eltl' “0W nccen“ng 432-267'3349
Phone: (432) 264-6261
<< = [ FENCE )
HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates WBX&S i
Gibbs Remodeling ENTRY DOORS/ a §3
Room Addiions, W gmmzm "'se HOME REPAIR GARAGE oy i Fence & Welding ¥
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 1 Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths. DOORS/OPENERS - arden City, Texas
Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic %ntg_g CI:E] % Interior & Exterior Painting Remodeling * Contractor Get Our Price & Compare S Wood Fences Metal Fence
Tile, Insallation & Repair. Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall Our Specialty Repaired/Remodeled Pipe Fence » Pipe Corrals
. Textures. Phumbine. Electiical Add On's Refinishing Robert Marquez - Owner _Barbed Wire Fence » Net Wire Fence —L-
Free Estimates extures, Flumoing, Llectrica . Kitchen & Bath Specialist % Free Estimates ;f’
All Remodel Needs Of A AC, Roofs, New Additions Garage Door Repair p 263_1613
emodel Needs ny Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep FREE ESTIMATES BOB’S CUSTOM L Home (432) 354-2513
Room In Your Home. Ph 432 9 1.80".525.1389 % Cell:(432) 466-1715
. one: 43 '816'383 Randy Smith-Owner WOODWORK 2 ) " Bi Sprm 423) 263-4858 ;
can 263-826% or 210-3282 : Cell: 432-816-3832 (432) 816-3030 409E.3RD 2675811 | |OINWISL BigSwring X} - <sterling Cify (325 376-3077 %
HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENTS YOUR AD
3 Ron's Construction : : THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

Bath, Kitchen, Home Remodeling,
Painting, Repairs, Tile, Drywall,

FREEESTIMATES (Cabinets, Cguntertops, Storage
Remodeling-Room Additions Buildings, Patios.
Doors-Windows Tie.Metal Roofing .
Minor Electrical and Plumbing Free Estimates
Custom Flooring (Woodl11le)

ﬁ & FULLMOON, INC. FOR MORE INFORMATION
Sheetrock, Igafi)rr::iﬁlg,t?l'ig?ggugt?ar:osssﬁlzzirrs, Additions. cnll 263-1331

INSURED « BONDED Herald Classifieds
Kitchen and Bath Specl

FREE ESTIMATES
432-517-2004| | 1432)213-1686 Go2aoroers HER ALD

432-213-6943
Top Notch Landscaping [JEBEESCIEER T Four Seasons

Tilling e Tree Trimming Ins“la““n & smmg
* Clean Out Storage Buildings e

Residential- Commercial- Repair-Remodeling

200939
BIG SPRING

Westex Telecom

High Speed DSL Landscape design « Swimming pools

Ponds « Irrigation  Rockscaping

77 Specializing In
. OR Landscape lighting « Complete lawn care * Odd Jobs Southwestern / ‘5 oIl Insuljl on
Dial-Up Internet Access Pavers« Brick & stones,Patios.& walkways sG“ggin A-1 Pest Control Thermal
Complete tree service » Retaining walls _ _
Local Commercial & Residential lawn servlce 432.263.0441 Rep.la.cement °
Customer Service ) call 267-5460 War 7. WMsore ows & Siding 3
j (432) 213-0031 a -9

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swalpc.com

201332

ﬂall 264-8610

\
268'8800 Free Estimates : Cell 816-6150

i ' i J. Rutwence : JOHNNY FLORES Kids Can Sew
Timmy D's Roofing Rurtenee v NNY FLO fidoCan S
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof _— F“ llM 00 N IN c Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel Cus i i
8 8 ————— ’ ] ’ A . wm em&wut(’)ly and Sw‘ng
Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat ROOFING All type of repairs! Girls and
" Work G teed. RN
m“ .ESHMM[ Jeannie Rutledye Commercial, Residential, Industrial SpeCialioZring illllaﬁirtl Tezr Roofs \ Boy's
Satisfaction Guaranteed Broker / Owner Insured * Bonded and . ‘{@_“Sew ; (Ages 6 and Up)
Call Monday-Friday 1600 S. Gregg $500,000 General Liability Doctor of Repairs! N s icensed
(432) 935-1835 432-714-4900 FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478 Free Estimates!! == Instructor
Big Soring. T Big Spring & Surrounding Areas. Bobbi Ki o
Call Saturday & Sunday Leah Hughes 9o, o 267-1110 w0
(432) 8161855 - 432070245 HENRY BACKES
Christie Larson
- Vanessa Jordan
LUPE’S TREE 4228165490 Choate Well | | Bond Web Designs | | € & D Truck HAVING A
TRIMMING TacHall - web designing and hosting Accessories
More than 20 years 806 5449211 Service wwwbondwebs.com | | 2706 N- Hwvy 87| | GARAGE SALE
of experience. Stump Janet Higgins For all ter well need 432-263-3600 -
grinder available. 09 Or all your water well neeas. Lane Bond 2 EALL 253 ?33 1
For Tflee Trimriling 432.213.5454 All major credit cards accepted 2605 Ann Drive Solar G o i
and removal. olar Gaur N "lassifieds
Pat Rutledue . - Herald Classitieds
Call Ploggand Call (432 393-5231 | | Big Spring TX 79720 | | Window Tint
. o . . 2 (432) 263-4033 FI——A i
Lupe Vlllalpando @ Pat Hardison @ Famlly Owned Business g (432) 213-0391 cell 5 year I;m'ted ‘HERALD
432-268-6406 B 430708077 L M) For 51 Yis. lane@bondwebs.com warranty =




Bic SPRING HERALD
Tuesday, December 29, 2009

Comics

11

WFAA (2)| KMID UNI (4 |KPEJ (5)| KOSA KTLE KWES (9)| WTBS (i1)| KMLM (12| KPBT (i3)| DISC AMC (20| SPIKE 22| TNT BET DISN ESPN2(28)| ESPN
Dallas Midland Spanish Odessa Odessa Telemundo Midland Atlanta Odessa Odessa Discovery Classics Spike TV Atlanta Black Ent. Disney Sports Sports
:PM | News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Seinfeld Scrivner BBC Dirty Jobs B DEA Law & Order | Fam. Mat. | Phineas SportsCente Dé‘zllx_pw e
5 :30 |ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Office Uri Harel Business Fam. Mat. Suite Life
-PM | News Jeopardy! Gancho Two Men News 12 Cora- News Name Dr. Young PBS News- |Dirty Jobs DEA Bones Fam. Mat. Wizards College
6 :30 |Ent. Ton. Wheel Two Men Ent. Ton. zones Millionaire | Name Harris Hour To Be An-  |Montana Basketball:
:PM | Rudolph’s | Rudolph’s | Nombre- Movie: The |NCIS Més Sabe el | Parks Office Upd Nova (DVS) |Dirty Jobs | Movie: DEA Bones nounced Movie: The | Hartford at College Foot-
7 50 |NewYear |NewYear |Amor Benchwarm- Diablo Parks Office Victory Ghost, Parent Trap, | KeMtucky. | pail- Champs
-PM | Scrubs Scrubs Sortilegio | ©"S The 32nd | Pobres Parks Office Light of the Dirty Jobs éV’;gZpl DEA Law & Order g‘?t;’Sh; College SpA‘/”( s Bow
8 :30 |Better Off | Better Off Annual Ken- Parks Office Southwest olaberg ieharason | pasketball IA_/,-S(’:%’,?‘IS,;S'
-PM |20/20 20/20 Aqui' y Ahora| Simpsons Ledy Center Nictorinos | The Jay Office Independent | Ghost Lab DEA Law & Order | Monica ’
9 :30 Friends onors Leno Show | Office Lens Monica Montana
-PM | News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Lopez Upd Dirty Jobs | Movie: First |UFC 108 CSI: NY The Wizards SportsCitr.
1 0 :30 | Nightline Nightline Noticiero T™Z Late Show | Decisiones | Tonight Show/ Tonight Cortes Crown Blood, Brian | Countdown Mo’Nique  [So Raven | NFL Live SportsCenter|
:PM | /Insider Jimmy Kim- |La Casa de |Law & Order: Seinfeld Ministerio- | BBC Dirty Jobs | Pennehy  IpER CSI:NY W. Williams | Life De Fastbreak
1 1 :30 |Jimmy Kim- | mel Live la Risa Sw Late Late | Decisiones |Late Night- | Seinfeld Vida T. Smiley Cory Football
.AM | mel Live Extra Torrente, un | Paid Show Jim Sex & Upd (Off Air) GhostLab | Movie: CSI: Crime |NUMB3RS |Movie: Replace SportsNation| SportsCenter]
1 2 :30 |News Paid Torbel King-Hill Insider Pagado News Sex & Church Rambo: First | Scn Beauty Shop [Kim
-AM | Wall St Paid Mujer... Paid Ent. Ton. Pagado Poker After | Lopez Light of the Dirty Jobs Blood Part Il |'gzr Trek: Cold Case Emperor College SportsCente
1 30 [Paw Paid Cero RENO 911 | Paid Pelicula: E/ | Dark Tonight Southwest Voyager Dragon Football:
DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS HAGAR
— whaT oo N My Name 15~ 2 gop From Y/ How oo you Live iF "W 2 work oN A
Yol Vo FOR W ROBIN Hoop,  TiE RIcH YOU GIVE ALL THE 20 PERCENT
A LIVING, AND GIVE TO MONEY T THE POOR 2 COMMISSION
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My Mo GAINED FIVE FOLNDS OVER THE HOLIDAYS,
50 EVERYBODY ATMY HOUSE 150N A DIET:”
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T
%ﬁhﬂ.’,’}f" i

MY FresH BREWED
HOT CHocOLATE IS
THE PERFECT CURE |

MY FEET
ARE
FREEZING |

Copyright 2009 - Creators.com

WIZARD OF ID
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©2009 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
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www.familycircus.com

“Mommy’s dressin’ up her ears.
That means we’re not going.”

©2009 Creators.com www.JohnHartStudios.com

YOU'VE
@0T TO WORK
ON THAT
SUCE, JIM

PARKER .

/%\ W\
AR
b '\}}V\,\)

Tl

AGNES

NOW...\0U TALLY UPALL THE
PEOPLE THAT YOU THINK WILL
| COME TO QUR PARTY, T WILL
| ADD [T T0 MY TALLY, AND THATS
HOW MANY CUPS WE WILL ¢
NEED T0 COME UP WITH.

wordbaloon@aol.com www.crea

HI AND LOIS

©2008 TONY COCHRAN Dist. By Creators Syndicate

MOM!
DITTO 15
MISBEHAVING

COME NOW,POT. HEG JUST

CONGTRUCTION. _ GET,

BUILPING SOMETHING WITH Hi5

He GAYG ITS A
PEATH-RAY LASER
To ZAP MY BARBIES.
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SIMON, T'5 PROBABLY

TIME 0D TOOK DOUN
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| CHIPPEDITIN
THE PENCIL
SHARPENER.
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SNUFFY SMITH
GALS NOWADAYS ARE | i| ™™ SAID THAR NOT PLAYIN' | u
SETTIN' THAR SITES A | ¢ "HOUSE," THAR PLAYIN' 0
MITE HIGHER THAN "MANSION"!! >
WE D'D, LOWEEZY ” § m\ g(p\w o I
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o WELL, WHY YES, T KNOW | BUTITWAS GREG+
WHATZ  CAN'TYOU  Guaaiy THERE MIGHTBE || {| YOUR IDEATO MORS
GOAT THAT WOMEN AROUND 4l £| START WEARING (WALER
, 3| THAT UNIFORM
2| LIKE MINE!
§

57)@%\’65/2

THE POOR !

©2009 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

BLONDIE

10 LIKE TO RETURN

eserved

es Syndicate, Inc. World Rights r

©2009 by King Featur

WELL, SURE...I THINK [
LOOK GREAT IN IT!

www.Blondie.com

This Date
In History

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 29,
the 363rd day of 2009. There are

2 days left in the year.
Today’s  Highlight in
History:

On Dec. 29, 1170, Thomas
Becket, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, was murdered in
Canterbury Cathedral by
knights loyal to King Henry II.

On this date:

In 1808, the 17th president of
the United States, Andrew
Johnson, was born in Raleigh,
N.C.

In 1845, Texas was admitted
as the 28th state.

In 1851, the first YMCA in the
U.S. was organized, in Boston.

In 1890, the Wounded Knee
massacre took place in South
Dakota as an estimated 300
Sioux Indians were killed by
U.S. troops sent to disarm
them.

In 1916, Grigory Rasputin,
the so-called “Mad Monk”
who’d wielded great influence
with Czar Nicholas II, was mur-
dered by a group of Russian

noblemen in St. Petersburg,
Russia.

In 1934, Japan formally
renounced the Washington
Naval Treaty of 1922.

In 1940, during World War II,
Germany dropped incendiary
bombs on London, setting off
what came to be known as “The
Second Great Fire of London.”

In 1957, singers Steve
Lawrence and Eydie Gorme
were wed in Las Vegas.

In 1975, a bomb exploded in
the main terminal of New
York’s LaGuardia Airport, kill-
ing 11 people.

In 1986, former British Prime
Minister Harold Macmillan
died at his home in Sussex,
England, at age 92.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress
Inga Swenson is 77. ABC news-
caster Tom Jarriel is 75. Actress
Mary Tyler Moore is 73. Actor
Jon Voight is 71. Country sing-
er Ed Bruce is 70. Rock musi-
cian Ray Thomas is 68. Singer
Marianne Faithfull is 63.
Jockey Laffit Pincay Jr. is 63.
Actor Ted Danson is 62. Actor
Jon Polito is 59. Singer-actress
Yvonne Elliman is 58. Actress
Patricia Clarkson 1is 50.
Comedian Paula Poundstone is
50. Rock singer-musician Jim
Reid (The Jesus and Mary

Chain) is 48. Actor Michael
Cudlitz is 45. Rock singer
Dexter Holland (The Offspring)
is 44. Actor-comedian Mystro
Clark is 43. Actor Jason Gould
is 43. Movie director Andy
Wachowski is 42. Actress
Jennifer Ehle is 40. Actor
Patrick Fischler is 40. Rock
singer-musician Glen Phillips
is 39. Actor Kevin Weisman is
39. Actor Jude Law is 37. Actor
Mekhi Phifer is 35. Actor
Shawn Hatosy is 34. Actress
Katherine Moennig is 32. Actor
Diego Luna is 30. Country sing-
er Jessica Andrews is 26.
Thought for Today: “The
wise man must be wise before,

not after.” — Epicharmus,
Sicilian Greek comic poet (? -
¢.450 B.C.)

® 2009 The Associated Press.

Answer to previous puzzle
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_ IN MOTION by Gail Grabowski
NeWSday Crossword Edited by )étanley Newman

www.stanxwords.com

ACROSS 60 Theater 10 Hop to it 40 Auto-race
1 Heron relative walkway 11 Pushed, as a break
6 Was untruthful 61 Lasting quite doorbell 41 Camera

10 Get ready, a while 12 Wicked accessory
casually 62 Church 13 Cover with 43 John __

14 Look angrily benches concrete (anonymous
(at) 63 They're 18 Bullring one)

15 Border bothersome cheers 44 California

16 Volcanic flow 23 Hill-building wine valley

17 Hop to it DOWN insect 46 Property

19 Prof.’s 1 Omelet 24 Hop toit claims
employer ingredients 25 Flies high 47 Jack and Jill's

20 Take notice of 2 Happy feeling 26 S&L customer container

21 “Not guilty,” 3 Evaluate 27 Cricket sound 48 “Do __
for one 4 Historical 28 Broadcast others ...’

22 Hair knot period again 49 Getz of jazz

24 Elk kin 5 Violent 29 Valentine 50 Distort

25 Perform with windstorm symbol 51 Snake’s sound
a choir 6 Prying tool 30 Asparagus unit 52 Lose feathers

26 How to write 7 Creative 31 Start atennis 53 Change for a
this answer thought game five

29 Party planner 8 Self-opinion 33 Treaty topic 56 City map

32 Pirate’s 9 Flossing 35 Crystal-balll abbr.
treasure holder recommender user 57 Suit accessory

33 __moss T 12 B 15 5 7 8 |9 11 12 |13
(gardening
material)

34 Gorillas, for
example

36 ltalian
“Toodle-oo"

37 Corn portion

38 Roll-call
response

39 Quick haircut

40 Golfers’ goals

41 Get out of town

42 Foretell

44 Closer (to)

45 Handy bag
46 Touch down
47 Shoves

50 Drinks slowly
51 Patient-care

gp.
54 Prefix for freeze

55 Hoptoit

58 Call __evening
59 Baking

appliance

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2009 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.COM 12/29/09
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DENVER — The
DenverNuggetsbumped
and bullied Dallas right
out of the playoffs last
season.

This is no longer that
team. Not by a long
shot.

Drew Gooden scored
19 points and Dirk
Nowitzki hit a clutch
3-pointer late in the
game, lifting the
Mavericks to a 104-96
win Sunday night over
a Denver squad miss-
ing All-Star guard
Chauncey Billups.

Dallas handed the
league’s best home
team a rare loss as the
Nuggets fell to 13-2 at
the Pepsi Center.

The Mavericks also
snapped a five-game
regular-season slide
against Denver, a team
that dispatched them in
five games during the
Western Conference
semifinals last season.

“I think they’re on a
mission to have a great
year,” Nuggets coach
George Karl said. “They

took one from us. We're
going to have to figure
out how to take one

from them.”
The Mavericks dis-
played their depth

Sunday as seven differ-
ent players scored in
double figures.

“It’s a lot of weapons,”
said Gooden, who went
8 for 8 from the field.
“That’s a big plus when
you've got everybody
on the court at the same
time that can score.”

Coming into the con-
test, Gooden was ques-
tionable to suit up. He
missed the Mavericks’
win over Memphis on
Saturday with back
spasms and didn’t think
there was any way he’d
be in uniform Sunday.

He underestimated
the healing power of
pain relievers.

“Iprobably ate a whole
bottle of Advil in the
last 34 hours,” Gooden
said, smiling. “I'm all
right and ready to go.”

The Nuggets missed
Billups’ leadership, and
he will miss at least one
more game as he gives
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his strained left groin
extra time to heal.

Billups injured the
groin on Dec. 16 against
Houston and sat out
three straight games. He
returned on Christmas
Day at Portland, but
didn’t play in the sec-
ond half.

No Billups meant the
Mavericks could double
up on Carmelo Anthony
and J.R. Smith. It made
for a long evening for
both.

Anthony was held to
16 points, well below
his league-leading aver-
age of 30.4 entering the
game. Anthony also
finished with a sea-
son-high 12 rebounds,
before fouling out with
2:47 left.

The sharp-shooting
Smith had 11 points on
3-0f-12 shooting.

“When (Billups) is not
there, it’s a sigh of relief
for the other team,” said
Anthony, who was just

AP Photo/Dd Zubolowski
Jose Juan Barea, right, goes to the hoop against
Nuggets rookie Ty Lawson.

5 of 19 from the floor.

That’s why  the
Mavericks weren’t
reading too much into
this win.

All right, maybe a
little. It’s been nearly
three years since the
Mavericks won in
Denver.

“Obviously, they were
missing Chauncey, who
isthe head ofthe snake,”
Nowitzki said. “But it is
still a good win.”

The Mavs weren’t
pushed around in this
game, holding their
ground. It’s a style they
know they have to grow
accustomed to.

“When you come
into this building, you
know they’re going to
play physical and if
you want a chance you
have to adjust to that
kind of style,” Nowitzki
said. “They’re a strong
and athletic team. It
happened to us in the
playoffs last year, kind
of hanging around for
three quarters and they
picked their defensive
pressure up, we turned
the ball over a bunch
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and next thing you
know we’re down 20.”

Not this time.

Leading by 14 mid-
way through the final
quarter, the Mavericks
saw their lead trimmed
to four, 98-94, with 2:34
remaining.

But Gooden hit a free
throw and a layup to
give the Mavericks
some breathing room.
Nowitzki sealed the
contest with a deep
3-pointer with less than
a minute remaining.

“I liked the way we

played,” Mavericks
coach Rick Carlisle
said.

Karl thought his

team’s emotion, which
usually works in their
favor, was a hindrance
against Dallas.

“l think we got too
emotional at times and
too frustrated at times
with the refereeing,
with the ball not going
in, not shooting the
ball very well, missing
layups,” Karl said. “It
seems like our emotion-
al balance at times was
too out of control.”

BOWL

Continued from page 8

this year’s bowl than
any time in recent
memory.
“Awinandwe’regoing
to be all set for next

season,” Hurricanes
quarterback Jacory
Harris said. “To fin-

ish the regular season
9-3, we feel like there’s
no point not finishing
with a victory. To get
10 wins, I don’t see how
we wouldn’t start next
year in the top 10.”

Wisconsin is looking
to make its own state-
ments.

Even with all the sim-
ilarities the coaches
outlined, there is a big
contrast with how these
teams get things done.
It’s a classic matchup
of speed vs. power.

The Hurricanes
rely so much on their
quickness, and the
Badgers have had suc-
cess this season bully-
ing teams around with
big and bulky lines.
But Wisconsin has not
beaten a ranked oppo-

nent this year.

“Don’t think we
don’t know that,” said
Badgers running back
John Clay, the Big Ten
offensive player of the
year. “That’s why we
were really glad to not
only being playing a
ranked team, but to
play a team ranked
higher than us. It’s
a big opportunity for
us.”

It’s also another
chance for the Big Ten
to show it can hang
with a team from the
South.

Since 2004, the Big
Ten has the worst bowl
record (12-23)amongthe
six BCS conferences,
including two blowout
losses by Ohio State in
the national title game.
The defeats have led to
the perception, fair or
not, that the league can
no longer compete with
programs from warmer
climates who rely more
on speed and less on
power.

“The one thing you
can’t argue with is
facts. We weren’t very
good in bowl games

last year, with us being
included in that,”
said Bielema, whose
Badgers were routed
42-13 by Florida State
in the same bowl a year
ago. “The only way you
can change perception
is to change results. So
for us to gain respect as
a conference, we need
to win football games.
Plain and simple.”

Shannonhaspreached
similarly to his players
how much a win would
mean, too.

The Hurricanes have
ayoung core that is still

developing, and with a
somewhat softer sched-
ule next season, expec-
tations will be even
higher. A loss wouldn’t
diminish those goals,
but it would make
things easier preparing
for next year.

“The end of the season
is the key,” Shannon
said. “You win your
last football game, you
go into next season,
you go into spring foot-
ball with some excite-
ment and a lot of enthu-
siasm. And especially
when you get 10 wins.”

LEACH

Continued from page 8

he did not lean against
anything or sit on the
floor. James said Leach
told him that if he came
out he would be kicked
off the team.

— When the team
returned to practice
two days later, on Dec.

19, James said Leach
told trainers to “find
the tightest, darkest
place” for the player.
James, in his street
clothes, was put in an
electrical closet inside
the football stadium for
hours, again monitored
by a member of the ath-
letic staff.

The James family con-
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tacted the university
after the second prac-
tice, the person said.

Leach’s attorney, Ted
Liggett, disputed the
account.

Adam James “claimed
to have been hurt,” was
examined and diag-

nosed with a “mild
concussion,” Liggett
told the AP. “I believe

that (Adam James) was
a disgruntled student
athlete that like many
were not happy with
their playing time.”

Liggetttold ESPN.com
that James “was placed
in an equipment room
as it was much cooler
and darker” than the
practice field. The sec-
ond time, Liggett told
ESPN.com, James was
placed in a “press room
with air conditioning
and a stationary bike
he could use.”

McNeill said he was
told Monday afternoon
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that he was taking over
for Leach, then told the
players shortly after-
ward.

“They were probably
a little shocked, but at
the same time, they did
a good job of coming
on the field and doing
what I asked them to
do. I was proud of that,”
McNeill said.

Craig James had been
scheduled to announce
the Alamo Bowl.
ESPN spokesman Josh
Krulewitz said that was
no longer the case.

The James fam-
ily issued a statement
Monday saying their
“son had been subject-
ed to actions and treat-
ment not consistent
with common sense
rules for safety and
health.”

“Over the past year,
there has been a greatly
enhanced recognition
of the dangers of con-
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cussions and the poten-
tial for long term physi-
cal damage to players.
At virtually every level
of football coaching,
cases where children
and young men have
sustained concussions
have generated seri-
ous discussion of the
importance of correct
treatment and diagno-
sis.”

There’s been internal
strife this season with
the Red Raiders (8-4).

Leach chastised play-
ers after a loss to Texas
A&M in October for
listening to “their fat
little girlfriends” and
thinking the Aggies
were a pushover. After
the Red Raiders’ loss at
then-No. 12 Houston in
September, Leach sus-

pended starting offen-
sive lineman Brandon
Carter indefinitely for
violating team rules.

That week, Leach also
banned his players from
having Twitter pages
after linebacker Marlon
Williams posted a tweet
that asked why he was
still in a meeting room
when “the head coach
can’t even be on time.”

Leach led Texas Tech
to the best season in
program history last
year, going 11-2. He and
the university were at
odds for months over a
contract extension. In
February, Leach and
the school agreed to
a five-year, $12.7 mil-
lion deal that could
keep him in Lubbock
through 2013.

SCORES

Grape Creek 36, Bearkats 31
Grape Creek 8 9 10 9-- 36
G-City 119 8 3 --31

Grape Creek- Doss 13,
Broadway 9, Dotson 7, Younts 5

GCHS- Chudej 20, Haden
Halfmann 6, Jesse Montes 3,
Brian Hirt 2

Free throws- Grape Creek 5-15,
GC 6-12; Fouled out- Chudej
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Lake Bearkats 37, GCHS 23
Grape Creek 4 10 3 6 --23
G-City 8 13 8 8 --37

Grape Creek- Doss 7,
Rodriguez 6, Burner 6, Waffer 2,
Buner 2

G-City- Niehues 12, Schwartz
11, Amber Halfmann 8, Kate
Halfmann 3, Britni Cook 3

Free throws: G-City 6-8, Grape
5-7; 3-point- G-City 5 (Niehues 2,
A. Halfmann 2, Cook 1); Grape 2
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