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Top US official concedes security system failed
EILEEN SULLIVAN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Homeland 
Security Secretary Janet Napolitano 
conceded Monday that the aviation 
security system failed when a young 
man on a watchlist with a U.S. visa in 
his pocket and a powerful explosive 
hidden on his body was allowed to 
board a fight from Amsterdam to 
Detroit.

The Obama administration has 
ordered investigations into the two 
areas of aviation security — how 
travelers are placed on watch lists 
and how passengers are screened — as 
critics questioned how the 23-year-old 
Nigerian man charged in the airliner 
attack was allowed to board the Dec. 
25 flight.

A day after saying the system 
worked, Napolitano backtracked, 
saying her words had been taken out 
of context.

“Our system did not work in 
this instance,” she said on NBC 
television’s “Today” show. “No one 
is happy or satisfied with that. An 

extensive review is under way.”
The White House press office, 

traveling with President Barack 
Obama in Hawaii, said early Monday 
that the president would make a 
statement. White House spokesman 
Bill Burton did not elaborate.

Billions of dollars have been spent 
on aviation security since the Sept. 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, when 
commercial airliners were hijacked 
and used as weapons. Much of that 
money has gone toward training 
and equipment that some security 
experts say could have detected the 
explosive device that Umar Farouk 
Abdulmutallab is accused of hiding on 
his body on a flight from Amsterdam 
to Detroit.

Abdulmutallab has been charged in 
federal court with trying to detonate 
the device as the plane approached 
Detroit. The device burst into flames 
instead, according to authorities, and 
he was subdued by passengers. The 
plane landed safely.

See ATTACK, Page 3
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Holiday travelers wait in a long line at the Detroit metropolitan Airport, 
Sunday in Romulas, mich. The U.S. government tightened airline security as 
it searches for answers to how a 23-year-old Nigerian man eluded extensive 
systems intended to prevent attacks like his botched Christmas Day effort 
to blow up a Northwest flight from overseas.

CASA has
real need
for more
volunteers
by STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

If you’re looking for a unique New 
Year’s resolution, how about resolving to 
help abused children?

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates) of West Texas is in need of volun-
teers for the coming year, officials said.

The mission of CASA is to promote 
and support quality volunteers who are 
trained to speak for the best interest of 
abused or neglected children in court, as 
well as find those children a safe, nurtur-
ing and permanent home.

Special advocates are appointed by 
judges to serve the best interest of the 
child. In doing so, officials said, the job of 
CASA is to become acquainted with every 
aspect of the child’s life, including talk-
ing to parents, teachers, physicians and 
counselors to determine the best long-
term placement for the child.

Currently, the organization has more

See CASA, Page 3
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Christmas may be over, but the Festival of Lights continues to light up the holidays at Comanche Trail Park. 
The 13th annual exhibit continues at 6 p.m. nightly through Thursday. Admission is free, although donations, 
which help fund future events, are appreciated.

FestIval oF lIghts contInuIng

Shoppers spend a little more this season
ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK — Holiday shoppers 
spent a little more this season, ac-
cording to data released Monday, 
giving merchants some reason for 
cheer.

The spending bounce means retail-
ers managed to avoid a repeat of last 
year’s disaster even amid tight cred-
it and double-digit unemployment. 
Profits should be healthier, too, be-

cause stores had a year to plan their 
inventories to match consumer de-
mand and never needed to resort to 
fire-sale clearances.

Retail sales rose 3.6 percent from 
Nov. 1 through Dec. 24, compared 
with a 2.3 percent drop in the year-
ago period, according to figures 
from MasterCard Advisors’ Spend-
ingPulse, which track all forms of 
payment, including cash.

Adjusting for an extra shopping 
day between Thanksgiving and 

Christmas, the number was closer 
to a 1 percent gain.

Last year, the economy was in 
“critical condition,” said Michael 
McNamara, vice president at Mas-
terCard Advisors’ SpendingPulse. 
“This year, it’s in stable condition.”

A major winter storm that slammed 
the Northeast and shut in shop-
pers on the Saturday before Christ-
mas derailed sales. But consumers 

See SHOPPERS, Page 3

Cowboys blank
Redskins, earn
playoff berth
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Elizabeth (Betty) Josephine 
McClellan

Elizabeth (Betty) Josephine McClellan, 82, of 
Kerrville died Christmas morning, Friday, Dec. 25, 
2009, in a local care facility.

She was born March 8, 1927, to 
Robert F. And Violeta Tanner 
Mahood in Stamford. She married 
Alton F. McClellan Jr. Oct. 8, 1945, 
in Stamford.

She attended Texas Tech 
University, the University of Texas 
and received a bachelor of arts 
degree from the University of 
Houston in 1974.

She grew up in Stamford and 
lived there until 1963 when she and her husband 
moved to Austin. As a young woman in Stamford, 
she was a stringer for the Abilene Reporter News, 
Fort Worth Star Telegram and Dallas Morning 
News.

The family moved to Houston in 1969, where she 
worked for the Houston Public Library. In addition 
to family, Betty embraced her faith and fervently 
focused on prayer, missions and the library. After 
retiring to Kerrville in 1976, she and her husband 
were active members of Trinity Baptist Church. 
She faithfully designed the display windows for the 
church library for more than 30 years.

Throughout her life, she led and participated in 
youth and adult groups through the church and 
through secular interests such as Camp Fire Girls 
and Boy Scouts. She loved learning and had a life-
long desire to make sure others had the opportunity 
to read.

She was preceded in death by her husband of 50 
years, “Mac,” in February 1996, and her parents.

Survivors include a daughter, Susan Parker and 
husband, Don, of Kerrville; sons, Bob McClellan 
and wife, Aiko, of Houston, and Bill McClellan and 
wife, Dixie, of Big Spring; grandchildren Cole 
Henderson and wife, Tracy, of Austin, Craig 
Henderson and wife, Toni, of Austin, Jeanette Hill 
of Spring, David Miller and wife, Tammy, of Mexia, 
and Corey Miller and wife, Mary Jane, of Bayview; 
five great-grandchildren; a brother, Robert H. 
Mahood and wife, Sue, of Odessa; a sister, Margaret 
Wendeborn and husband, Wendy, of Sageton; a sis-
ter-in-law, Martha Shannon of Butte, Mont.; her 
faithful dog Peanut; and many relatives and 
friends.

Funeral services will be held at 1:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
Dec. 29, 2009, at the Trinity Baptist Church in 
Kerrville with the Rev. Dr. Bill Blackburn officiat-
ing. Interment to follow at Garden of Memories 
Cemetery.

Charitable contributions should be made to Butt-
Holdsworth Memorial Library, 505 Water, Kerrville 
78028, or to Partners in Ministry, 301 Junction 
Highway, Kerrville 78028.

The family invites you to send condolences at 
www.grimesfuneralchapels.com by selecting the 
“Send Condolences” link.

Funeral arrangements are entrusted to Grimes 
Funeral Chapels of Kerrville.

Paid obituary

MONDAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets 

at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and 
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

The winning numbers drawn in the Lotto Texas 
drawing Saturday night:

3-18-31-40-42-49
Estimated jackpot: $26 million
Next Lotto Texas game: Wednesday night.

The winning Cash Five numbers drawn Saturday 
by the Texas Lottery:

13-18-19-26-36
Next Cash Five drawing: Tonight.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Saturday 
night, in order:

6-2-0-5. Sum It Up: 13.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday 
night, in order:

9-9-5. Sum It Up: 23.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Saturday 
afternoon, in order:

3-5-0-5. Sum It Up: 13.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday 
afternoon, in order:

5-0-2. Sum It Up: 7.

Lottery

Support Groups

Obituaries
Helen (Granny) Caudill

Helen (Granny) Caudill died Friday, Dec. 25, 2009, 
at a local nursing home. Funeral services will be 
held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 29, 2009, at the Nalley-
Pickle and Welch Rosewood Chapel with Gary 
Phillips and Mike Moates officiating. Interment 

will follow at Trinity Memorial 
Park.

The family will receive friends at 
the funeral home from 6 p.m. until 8 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 28, 2009.  

Helen was born July 19, 1922, in 
Tye. She married Elvis Caudill 
April 8, 1944, in Big Spring. He pre-
ceded her in death Nov. 26, 1979.

Helen graduated from Big Spring 
High School in 1940. She worked at 

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company as a PBX 
operator and Hemphill-Wells Department Store as 
a bookkeeper. She also had worked as a church sec-
retary at Westside Baptist Church and in food ser-
vice at Kentwood Elementary School. She was a 
member of Hillcrest Baptist Church.

She is survived by one daughter and son-in-law, 
Claudia and Don Stabeno of Big Spring; one son 
and daughter-in-law, Craig and Kathy Caudill of 
Big Spriing; four grandchildren, Lisa Mack and 
husband, Joe, of Glenwood Springs, Colo., Tresa 
Hull and husband, Danny, of Lubbock, and Clint 
Caudill and wife, Cassie, and Josh Caudill and 
wife, Alexis, all of Big Spring; and 13 great-grand-
children, Eden, Taylor, Kadon, Karlee, Kenzli, 
Aaliyah, Morgan, Colin, Devin, Maizy, Megan, 
Hunter and Ethan.

She was also preceded in death by her mother, 
Hazel Griffith, and one sister, Beulah Saunders.

The family suggests memorials be made to Make 
A Wish Foundation, 4413 82nd Street, Suite 203, 
Lubbock 79424.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Maria (Trini) Cochran
Maria (Trini) Cochran, 87, of Big Spring died 

Saturday, Dec. 26, 2009, in a local nursing home. A 
vigil service will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 28, 
2009, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel. 
Funeral mass will be held at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 

29, 2009, at the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church with the Rev. Msgr. Bernard 
Gully, with Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church, officiating. Interment will 
follow at Mt. Olive Memorial Park.

She was born June 19, 1922, in 
Marfa.

She came to Big Spring as a small 
child with her parents, Juan and 
Luz Subia. Trini grew up in Big 
Spring and married Robert DeLeon 

Nov. 17, 1941, and he preceded her in death Dec. 13, 
1970. She then married Ennis Cochran in 1972 and 
he preceded her in death Oct. 30, 2000. She had 
worked for Malone-Hogan Hospital as a cook for a 
number of years and then later moved to Midland 
and worked as a cook for the Midland Independent 
School District. Mrs. Cochran lived in Midland for 
30 years until returning to Big Spring after Mr. 
Cochran’s death. She was a member of Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church.

Survivors include two daughters, Yolanda 
Escanuela and husband, Alex, and Margie Rios and 
husband, Chon, all of Big Spring; one son, Robert 
DeLeon Jr. and wife, Christina, of Big Spring; five 
sisters, Olivia Porras, Helen Martinez and Concha 
DeLeon, all of Big Spring, Anselma Mata of Fort 
Worth and Cruz Barrera of Lubbock; four brothers, 
Johnny Subia of Big Spring, Sixto “Sam” Subia and 
Raymond Subia, both of Austin, and Lalo Subia of 
California; 10 grandchildren; 28 great-grandchil-
dren; and 15 great-great-grandchildren.

She was also preceded in death by a granddaugh-
ter, Geneva Castillo, in 1995.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Patricia (Patti) Abrams
Patricia (Patti) Abrams passed away Wednesday, 

Dec. 23, 2009, in Dallas.  
She was born Nov. 26, 1932, in Shreveport, La., to 

O.D. and Thelma Young. She graduated from Big 
Spring High School and attended Howard College. 
Patti graduated from Texas Women’s University 
with a Bachelor of Education, Specialty in Remedial 
Reading. She then went on to receive a Master of 
Education, graduating magna cum laude in 1981. 
She served for 14 years as a volunteer Docent Tour 
Coordinator at the Algur H. Meadows Museum of 
Spanish Art. She was a member of the DAR and 
Daughters of the Mayflower.

Patti loved to travel with her husband and they 
visited many countries around the world. Her fam-
ily remembers her love of poetry which she would 
recite by memory to her grandchildren. She was a 
precious mother, wife, sister, grandmother and 
great-grandmother. She loved her family and never 
forgot anyone’s birthday. We will miss her.

Patti is survived by her husband, Dr. Raymond 
Abrams of Dallas; three daughters, Debbie 
Rutherford and husband, Johnny, of Albuquerque, 
N.M., Charla Lewis and husband, Charlie, of Big 
Spring, and Renee Wash and husband, Steve King, 
of Kerrville; six grandchildren, Dr. Will Rutherford 
of Houston, Laura Denbar and husband, Hal, of 
Austin, Cpl. Dustin Lewis, USMC, of Big Spring, 
Hayley Lewis of Big Spring, Blake King of Kerrville 
and Collyn King of Kerrville; one great-grandchild, 
Ella Ann Denbar of Austin; one brother, David 
Young and wife, Jean, of Burleson; two nieces, 
Jeanene Russell and husband, Rex, and Janet 
Yarborough and husband, Mike; two step-sons, 
Jaron Abrams and wife, Karen, and Loryn Abrams 
and wife, Shelly; two step-grandsons; and three 
great-nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents and an 
infant son, Charles David Wash.

A private family service was held Sunday, Dec. 
27, 2009. The family requests memorial donations to 
the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Lone Star 
Chapter, P.O. Box 816148, Dallas 75381.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Evangelina (Helen) 
Arismendez

Evangelina (Helen) Arismendez, 73, of Ackerly 
died Saturday, Dec. 26, 2009, at Covenant Medical 
Center in Lubbock. Funeral services will be held at 
10 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 29, 2009, at St. Margaret Mary 
Catholic Church with the Rev. Rudi Crasta and the 
Rev. Joseph Kurumbel officiating. Burial will fol-
low at the Ackerly Cemetery under the direction of 
Gonzales Funeral Home of Lamesa. A rosary is set 
for 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 28, 2009, at Gonzales 
Funeral Home.

Mrs. Arismendez was born Sept. 10, 1936, in 
Sinton. She married Paul Arismendez Aug. 20, 
1960, in Lamesa. She was a lifelong member of St. 
Margaret Mary Catholic Church.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Lucio 
and Concepcion Lopez, and two brothers, Eugenio 
Lopez and Efraim Lopez.

Survivors include her husband, Paul Arismendez 
of Ackerly; a daughter, Elva Rodriguez and hus-
band, Victor Jr., of Big Spring; a son, Ricardo 
Arismendez and wife, Linda, of Lamesa; a sister, 
Lydia Arismendez of Ackerly; a brother, Manuel 
Lopez of Sparenburg; and four grandchildren.

Ascencion ‘Chonita’ Morales
Ascencion “Chonita” Morales, 78, of Big Spring 

died Sunday, Dec. 27, 2009, at her residence. Services 
are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Lillian Pijanowski
Lillian Pijanowski, 90, of New Haven, Conn., died 

Saturday, Dec. 19, 2009, in Connecticut. Services 
are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

 • Don’t forget the Howard County Humane Soceity 
Christmas dog and cat food drive. Drop dry or 
canned dog or cat food off at the Herald from 8 a.m. 
to noon Wednesday to participate.

• Birdwell Lane Baptist Church is selling cook-
books to raise funds for the church. The cook books 
can be purchased by calling Pat Steen at (432) 263-
3035.

Take Note



The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 
a.m. today:

• DONALD BRYANT, 46, of 447 Armstrong, was 
arrested Saturday on two local warrants.

• FLOYD MCKENZIE, 65, of 1101 Jefferey, was 
arrested Saturday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• MICHAEL VIERA, 41, of 4009 Piper, was arrest-
ed Saturday on a local warrant.

• MICHAEL SEAY, 31, of 204 Runnels, was arrest-
ed Saturday on a charge of driving while license 
invalid.

• DANIEL FLORES, 41, of 908 E. 15th St., was 
arrested Sunday on local warrants.

• DANIELLE FREITAG, 20, of 1003 N. Runnels, 
was arrested Sunday on a charge of public intoxi-
cation.

• LAURA VANOUS, 24, of 1503 Sycamore, was 
arrested Sunday on a charge of driving while 

license invalid.
• JAMERE COOPER, 21, of 1211 Wood, was arrest-

ed Sunday on local warrants.
• THEFT was reported:
In the 1500 block of Chickasaw.
In the 1100 block of Lamesa.
In the 2000 block of Gregg Street.
In the 1100 block of Lamesa.
In the 900 block of Willia.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
In the 1400 block of Sixth Street.
In the 600 block of 16th Street.
• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 

reported:
In the 2600 block of Fairchild.
In the 1900 block of Martin Luther King Blvd.
In the 1500 block of Wood.
In the 1000 block of Stadium.
• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 

2000 block of Gregg Street.
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Michael Rodriguez
would like to continue serving
his present and future clients

 at

Pilly’s Hair Salon
512 N. Lamesa Hwy.                                                432-816-2999
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Ascencion "Chonita" 
Morales, 78, died Sunday, 
December 27, 2009.  
Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

Lillian Pijanowski, 90, 
died Saturday, December 
19, 2009. Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.  

CASA
Continued from Page 1

than 90 volunteers who 
serve 205 children in 
Howard, Midland, An-
drews, Gaines, Dawson, 
Martin and Glasscock 
counties. In Howard 
County alone, CASA 
oversees 13 volunteers 
who serve 75 children in 
foster care.

But more volunteers 
are needed, officials 
said.

“We are currently or-
ganizing a class in How-
ard County and we need 
20 volunteers,” said 
CASA representative 
Robyn LaForge.

“This New Year, make 
a resolution that will 
make a difference not 
only in your life, but in 
the life of a child that has 
been abused or neglected 
and removed from their 
home and placed in the 
custody of the Texas De-
partment of Family and 
Protective Services,” 

LaForge said. “We are 
asking that members of 
the community become 
a volunteer for CASA 
and help the children of 
Howard County.”

For more information 
on becoming a CASA 
volunteer, contact La-
Forge at (432) 683-1114 or 
toll free at (877) 316-8346. 

You may also find infor-
mation online at casaw-
tx.org or send an email 
to robynl@casawtx.org.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-
7331, ext. 234 or by e-mail 
at reporter@bigspringh-
erald.com

Police blotter

Sheriff

Today's Weather
Local 3-Day Forecast

Thu

12/31

49/22
Plenty of sun. Highs in
the upper 40s and
lows in the low 20s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:52 PM

Fri

1/1

50/26
Sunshine. Highs in the
low 50s and lows in
the mid 20s.

Sunrise:
7:13 PM

Sunset:
8:35 AM

Sat

1/2

55/31
Mainly sunny. Highs in
the mid 50s and lows
in the low 30s.

Sunrise:
8:26 PM

Sunset:
9:20 AM

Brownsville
69/49

Houston

64/37

Austin
61/31

Dallas
47/28

El Paso
52/30

Amarillo
39/18

San Antonio
64/34

Big Spring

49/22

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 42 21 mst sunny Kingsville 68 41 mst sunny
Amarillo 39 18 windy Livingston 61 32 mst sunny
Austin 61 31 sunny Longview 54 30 cloudy
Beaumont 63 38 sunny Lubbock 43 20 pt sunny
Brownsville 69 49 mst sunny Lufkin 60 33 mst sunny
Brownwood 53 27 mst sunny Midland 53 28 sunny
Corpus Christi 65 41 mst sunny Raymondville 70 44 sunny
Corsicana 50 28 pt sunny Rosenberg 64 37 sunny
Dallas 47 28 pt sunny San Antonio 64 34 sunny
Del Rio 63 34 sunny San Marcos 62 31 sunny
El Paso 52 30 sunny Sulphur Springs 48 28 rain
Fort Stockton 56 30 sunny Sweetwater 46 23 mst sunny
Gainesville 41 22 mixed Tyler 52 28 pt sunny
Greenville 46 24 rain Weatherford 45 24 pt sunny
Houston 64 37 sunny Wichita Falls 38 17 mixed

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 49 36 rain Minneapolis 16 2 cloudy
Boston 36 30 cloudy New York 38 33 sn shower
Chicago 30 18 sn shower Phoenix 62 39 sunny
Dallas 47 28 pt sunny San Francisco 55 46 cloudy
Denver 33 16 pt sunny Seattle 43 42 cloudy
Houston 64 37 sunny St. Louis 32 16 cloudy
Los Angeles 69 46 mst sunny Washington, DC 40 32 mixed
Miami 79 68 pt sunny

Moon Phases

First
Dec 24

Full
Dec 31

New
Jan 15

First
Jan 23

UV Index

Thu

12/31
3

Moderate

Fri

1/1
3

Moderate

Sat

1/2
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 67 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• ALFONSO BACA, 27, was arrested Wednesday 
by the HCSO on probation revocation charges for 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less (two 
counts) and a charge of possession of marijuana – 
two ounces or less.

• DONALD WILLIAM BRYANT, 46, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on 
contempt charges for traffic violation – turning 
from wrong lane and traffic violation – violation of 
a promise to appear.

• DEVON LEE BUTLER, 24, was transferred to 
the county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of 
driving while intoxicated – open container second 
offense and possession of drug paraphernalia.

• JAIME ELISHA CASTILLO, 26, was transferred 
to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on charges 
of public intoxication and criminal mischief.

• ERNEST WILLIAM CLARK, 69, was transferred 
to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge 
of public intoxication.

• JAMERE RAYSHAD COOPER, 21, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on 
charges of failure to maintain financial responsi-
bility, violation of a promise to appear, driving 
while license invalid, violation of a promise to 
appear and hindering security creditor – failure to 
pay.

• JASON DEON DAVIS, 29, was arrested Sunday 
by the HCSO on a charge of assault Class C – family 
violence.

• MARTY RAY EVANS, 19, was transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of evad-
ing arrest or detention.

• DANIEL VIERA FLORES, 41, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on contempt 
charges for failure to appear, assault Class C – fam-
ily violence and failure to maintain financial 
responsibility and a charge of criminal mischief.

• DANIELLE AMBER FREITAG, 20, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• JUAN GONZALES, 39, was transferred to the 
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on charges of 
failure to maintain financial responsibility and 
displaying an expired motor vehicle inspection 
certificate.

• RONNY RENE GONZALES, 18, was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on charges of consumption of alco-
hol by a minor and minor in possession of alcohol.

• RAMON VASQUEZ GUTIERREZ, 41, was arrest-
ed Sunday by DPS on a charge of driving while 
intoxicated – second offense.

• ABEL HERNANDEZ HINOJOS, 37, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD 
on a charge of driving while intoxicated – second 
offense.

• SANDY BERNICE HINOJOSA, 42, was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on charges of driving while intoxi-
cated and failure to maintain financial responsibil-
ity.

• JACK HUNT, 49, was arrested Thursday by the 

HCSO on charges of assault causing bodily injury 
– family violence and theft.

• TINA LYNNE JUNKIN, 49, was transferred to 
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge 
of theft by check.

• ELWAYNE KELLY, 33, was arrested Wednesday 
by the HCSO on charges of speeding, failure to 
maintain financial responsibility, violation of a 
promise to appear (two counts) and failure to 
appear.

• SABRINA MADRID, 25, was transferred to the 
county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge of 
criminal trespass.

• CHRISTOPHER MASON, 26, was transferred to 
the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge 
of issuance of a bad check.

• ROSS LLOYD MCCORD, 42, was transferred to 
the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge 
of disorderly conduct – vulgar language.

• FLOYD BYRON MCKENZIE, 65, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• LARRY DALE MYERS, 25, was arrested Saturday 
by DPS on a charge of driving while intoxicated – 
open container.

• TANESHAY TIERRA NEWSOME, 17, was 
arrested Sunday by DPS on a charge of no driver’s 
license.

• DENNIS JAMES PAGE, 26, was transferred to 
the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge 
of public intoxication.

• JOANN PAREDEZ, 39, was transferred to the 
county jail Thursday by the BSPD on charges of 
driving while intoxicated and issuance of a bad 
check.

• DAVID LYNN PROCTOR, 47, was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on a probation revocation for driv-
ing while intoxicated.

• VIRGINIA YVETTE RODRIGUEZ, 20, was 
arrested Sunday by DPS on charges of consump-
tion of alcohol by a minor and minor in possession 
of alcohol.

• MICHAEL ALLEN SEAY, 30, was transferred to 
the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge 
of driving while license invalid with a previous 
conviction or suspension.

• NOE SOLIZ, 25, was transferred to the county 
jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of no driver’s 
license.

• RAMON PATRICK TALAMANTEZ, 24, was 
arrested Sunday by the HCSO on a charge of theft 
of a firearm.

• JARRON DAWAN VANDERBILT, 26, was 
arrested Sunday by DPS on a charge of driving 
while license invalid with a previous conviction or 
suspension.

• LAURA VANOUS, 24, was transferred to the 
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of driv-
ing while license suspended.

• MICHAEL VIERA, 41, was transferred to the 
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
permitting unlicensed person to drive.

• ANGELICA MICHELLE ZAMUDIO, 30, was 
arrested Saturday by DPS on a charge of no driver’s 
license.

SHOPPERS
Continued from Page 1

appeared to have made 
up for the loss by shop-
ping in advance of the 
storm and the days lead-
ing up to Christmas.

“We had a pretty de-
cent surge,” McNamara 
said.

Online sales were a 
particular hot spot.

ATTACK
Continued from Page 1

A federal judge in De-
troit was expected to 
decide Monday whether 
to grant a request by the 
government to obtain a 
DNA sample from Ab-

dulmutallab. His court-
appointed attorney, 
Detroit’s chief federal 
defender, Miriam Sief-
er, said Abdulmutallab 
would not be present at 
the hearing.

Harold Demuren, the 
head of the Nigerian 
Civil Aviation Author-
ity, said Abdulmutallab 

paid cash on Dec. 16 
for the $2,831 round-
trip ticket from Lagos, 
Nigeria, to Detroit via 
Amsterdam. He said 
Abdulmutallab’s ticket 
came from a KLM office 
in Accra, Ghana.

Demuren said Abdul-
mutallab checked into 
his flight with only a 

small carryon bag.
On Sunday, Napoli-

tano said, “One thing I’d 
like to point out is that 
the system worked.” 
On Monday, she said 
she was referring to 
the system of notifying 
other flights as well as 
law enforcement on the 
ground.
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Cool win braces hot-air crowd

Tiger’s true test still coming

F
or years, global warm-
ing alarmists have 
pointed to every drought 
and heat wave as proof 

that global warming was a real 
environmental threat. They 
had few qualms about blurring 
the line between 
weather and 
climate to make a 
PR point. Perhaps, 
then, it was karma 
that brought a bliz-
zard and freezing 
temperatures to 
the U.N. climate 
change Conference 
of Parties confab 
in Copenhagen (or 
COP-15 for short) 
last week.

You may have 
read about the 1,200 limos and 
140 private planes commissioned 
to transport COP-15 dignitaries 
in style. Critics love to point to 
the hypocrisy of world leaders 
— such as Prince Charles and 
British Prime Minister Gor-
don Brown — touching down 
in separate private planes to a 
conference ostensibly dedicated 
to curbing greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

But it’s the Flying High Lords 
of Greendom’s air of unreality 
that concerns me. If world lead-
ers truly believed that global 
warming will lead to famine, 
rising sea levels and melting of 

the North Pole ice — along with 
countless deaths — surely they 
would want to set an example by 
flying commercial.

Instead, they travel like pooh-
bahs of the stratosphere, then 
justify their excesses by tossing 
$100 or so into a carbon-offset 
fund.

In that godlike spirit, Presi-
dent Obama lauded the COP-15’s 
pact to limit global warming to 
a rise of only 2 degrees Celsius 
by 2050 as “an unprecedented 
breakthrough.”

What’s the next trick? An 
eclipse? Now I am fairly skepti-
cal about global warming alarm-
ism — largely because it’s hard 
to heed true believers when they 
fail to behave in a way that ad-
dresses their big issue.

My advice to true believers: 
If you really believe global 
warming is caused by man and 
threatens Earth, stop support-
ing treaties that don’t mandate 
greenhouse-gas reductions.

For too long, the issue of global 
warming has hinged on whether 
politicians said they believed 
in global warming, not whether 
they worked to reduce their na-
tion’s greenhouse-gas emissions.

If the alarmists are correct, 
then it doesn’t matter what 
people believe if they don’t act 
on those beliefs.

Instead of pretending that 
critics don’t exist, debate them. 

Stop pretending that consumers 
can fight global warming simply 
by using politically correct light 
bulbs, and recycling. Environ-
mentalists have argued that 
developed nations will have to 
cut emissions by 80 percent — 
and that requires bigger changes 
than sorting your trash.

Don’t support treaties with un-
tenable goals that are to be met 
decades into the future. Enough 
with the worst-case scenarios. Al 
Gore has a penchant for repeat-
ing the most dire predictions on 
global warming — and not al-
ways accurately. As the Times of 
London reported last week, Gore 
told a Copenhagen audience, 
that according to a Dr. Wieslaw 
Maslowski, “there is a 75 percent 
chance that the entire north po-
lar ice cap, during the summer 
months, could be completely ice-
free within five to seven years.”

Except Maslowski told the 
Times he had no idea where 
Gore got that idea. “I would 
never try to estimate likelihood 
at anything as exact as this.”

Polls show Americans are cool-
ing on global warming. It could 
be that voters don’t buy into the 
all-bad scenarios predicted by 
Gore and company.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.
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t’s not exactly surprising to 
read major news organiza-
tions confirming that Elin 
Nordegren, the No. 1 search 

name on Google of late, is plan-
ning to divorce Tiger Woods. 
Based on what we know (And 
who knows what 
we don’t know?), 
any sane person 
would have to 
conclude that mar-
riage to this guy is 
going to bring you 
a lifetime of heart-
ache, no matter 
how many houses 
and trophies sur-
round that heart-
ache.

Elin is young, 
stunningly beautiful and from 
a prominent family in Sweden. 
Why would she want to be mar-
ried to a guy who can’t keep his 
hands off waitresses, hookers, 
self-styled “party girls” and who 
knows who else?

As for Tiger, well, he’ll be just 
fine. Once he’s single again, he 
can do anything he wants. Elin 
disappears; Tiger reemerges. 
Thank God Oprah is still on. 
And Barbara. It will all work 
out. Maybe he’ll start dating 
movie stars instead of sneaking 
around with waitresses. By next 
year, he could be on everybody’s 
list of the most eligible bachelors 
in the world.

Dandy.
It’s the kids I can’t help but 

think about. A 2-year-old daugh-
ter and a 10-month-old boy, who 
probably won’t remember any 
of this, which means they won’t 
remember living with their dad.

No one ever said divorce is 
good for kids. I know, it’s better 
than a bad marriage, better than 
one parent getting sick, men-
tally or physically, and better 
than being abused, mentally or 
physically. It’s better to live in a 
peaceful one-parent home than 
in a dangerous two-parent home. 
I know all that stuff. Besides, 
dads like Tiger are on the road 
all the time anyway, traveling 
much of the year, and even if the 
kids would go with him some-
times, once they start school, 
that ends.

But it’s still different.
We all know that, all of us who 

are children of divorce, all of us 
who are divorced parents. The 
kids lose something. I did. My 
children did. You try to mini-
mize it, make up for it. You do 
what you can.

That is Tiger’s next challenge.
I can probably count on one 

hand — certainly two would be 
plenty — the number of times I 
saw my father in the five years 
between my parents’ divorce and 
his death. It wasn’t that he lived 
far away. He just never called, 
never said let’s have lunch. I 

don’t think I ever had dinner 
just with him. He was busy, 
working, a new wife, new kids, 
all that. Divorce doesn’t have to 
cost kids their father, but very, 
very often, it does.

The moving vans have already 
pulled up in front of Tiger’s 
house. It has been reported for 
weeks that Elin bought a remote 
farmhouse in Sweden. This is 
not likely to be one of those cases 
where the parents live walking-
distance apart and the kids go 
back and forth on their own as 
they get older.

Tiger will come back as a 
golfer. I have no doubt of that.

He has shown, over and over, 
the talent and determination and 
pure genius. 

But will he come back as a 
father? Will he do what it takes 
to build a relationship with chil-
dren who may live far, far away, 
who will not even remember 
waking in the night and having 
both their parents there to com-
fort them? 

Will he make as much effort 
to be a father as he has to be a 
golfer? 

Or will he be like one of those 
guys you see on Christmas Eve 
in the only drugstore that’s open 
buying the last bedraggled toy 
for a child he barely knows?
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n discussing his outlook for 2011, Lt. Gov. Da-
vid Dewhurst said Texas could get along just 
fine without any federal stimulus money.

Dewhurst suggested that cuts in the range of 
2.5 percent in state agency spending would do the 
trick but was careful to list some exemptions for the 
cost cutting: Medicare, social services and public 
education.

Whether the lieutenant governor can sell his idea 
to 31 senators and 150 house members remains to 
be seen, but his reluctance to cut public education 
spending is realistic if not downright admirable. 
Enrollment growth alone would make it difficult to 
cut public expenditures much.

That doesn’t mean school trustees and adminis-
trators should breathe easy. Challenges posed by 
declining local tax revenue and more demands on 
what money comes through the door will force a fo-
cus on generating revenue.

Higher education administrators, meanwhile, are 
wondering about what’s in store for their budgets 
when the Legislature reconvenes. As the American-
Statesman reported earlier this week, Texas college 
and university administrators are apprehensive 
about the uncertainty of future appropriations jux-
taposed on the certainty of increased demand for 
post-secondary education.

For now, Texas has been spared the draconian 
budget cuts imposed on college and university sys-
tems around the country. Indeed, the Texas Legis-
lature raised the higher education appropriation 
by $1.2 billion this spring for the two-year budget. 
Financial aid increased by 35 percent, to $1 billion. 
But that would not have been possible without the 
infusion of $327 million in federal stimulus money.

That money isn’t likely to be reallocated. If stimu-
lus money is offered but refused by Texas’ Repub-
lican leadership, that political statement will be 
made at the expense of future Texas employers and 
taxpayers.

In 2001, Anthony P. Carnevale and Richard A. Fry 
of the Educational Testing Service reported on a 
surge of college students putting pressure on appro-
priations in California, Florida, Georgia, New York 
and Texas.

“Governors will confront urgent demands for 
spending scarce public dollars on crucial priorities 
all along an expanded education pipeline — to make 
prekindergarten universal, to institute standards-
based reform of elementary and secondary educa-
tion, and to increase the capacity of post-secondary 
education institutions to accommodate all poten-
tial students,” the scholars wrote, warning that the 
price tag would be steep.

“Universal prekindergarten, for example, could 
cost as much as $40 billion. The additional 1.6 mil-
lion post-secondary students anticipated by 2015 
could cost higher education $19 billion. States, 
which currently pick up 35 percent of the post-sec-
ondary education bill, would have to come up with 
more than $6 billion at a time when they have been 
reducing their share of higher education spend-
ing.”

Most of the growth in enrollment will be minor-
ity students, many of whom will need financial as-
sistance. That makes the option of raising tuition a 
risky one.

“Higher tuition will discourage enrollments, es-
pecially among low-income and minority students, 
the bulk of the potential new student population. 
Moreover, tight budgets will discourage the main-
tenance of quality improvements already in place 
and delay new investments in educational quality. 
Thus, the market response to this decision could be 
a classic case of market failure for higher educa-
tion,” wrote Carnevale and Fry.

Denying access to higher education for minorities 
isn’t the answer either — morally or economically. 
Keeping the Texas economy vibrant so that future 
political leaders can brag about it will require an 
educated work force.

Confronting the challenge today may cause some 
political discomfort now. Putting off a decision 
guarantees economic trouble later.

The AmericAn-STATeSmAn

AuSTin

GOP’s political
statement may
be very costly

a small Prayer

With You, Lord, today may be full of wonder-
ful surprises.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson



Features 5Big Spring Herald
Monday, December 28, 2009

Venus and Saturn are 
at odds, though the god-
dess of love is getting 
along famously with her 
old friend Pluto. 
Relationships change 
with the seasons. Time 
can be kind to our ties, 
or it can be rough on 
them, but 
it will have 
an effect 
either way. 
B e f r i e n d 
the idea 
that things 
change and 
they will 
be more 
likely to 
change in 
your favor. 

A R I E S 
(March 21-April 19). You 
are experiencing some 
turmoil in your rela-
t ionship.  As 
Shakespeare said, “The 
course of true love never 
did run smooth.” The 
journey is most of the 
joy and all of the chal-
lenge. 

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). This will be 
a quiet day and an ideal 
time to do an inventory 
check on your emotions. 
You have been giving a 
lot lately — to your 
work, to your friends — 
and that kind of effort 
can only go on so long 
without a recharge. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Few things are more 
valuable to you than a 
kept promise. 

Unfortunately, not 
everyone is into keep-
ing his word sacred. But 
don’t worry. If you are 
let down, someone will 
make it up to you very 
shortly.

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). You are 
often the funniest per-
son in your group, but 
when you get with 
another funny type, 
that’s when the real 
magic happens. You’ll 
play well off of each oth-
er’s wit.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
You’ve come a long way, 
and you still have a long 
way to go. Fortunately, 
you know how to pace 
yourself. Keep steady. 
Your association with 
an earth sign (Taurus, 
Virgo or Capricorn) will 
help.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). In times of crisis or 
extreme business, you 
tend to take on extra 
work in order to make it 
easier for other people. 
Sometimes you are rec-
ognized for this self-sac-
rifice, and sometimes 
not. This time you will 
be.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). It’s a wool-sweater-
and-herbal-tea sort of 
day for you. You feel 
cozy inside, and con-
necting with people will 
add to the mood. A long 
conversation with a 
friend will be particu-
larly pleasant. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). Some view 
the world as an epic 
competition; some see it 
as an enormous cooper-
ative effort. You see it 
as both today, and this 
helps you make a new 
friend and also win a 
victory at work.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). The routine 
is nice but not quite 
enough to fulfill you. 
Add something creative 
to the mix — write a 
journal entry or make a 
batch of homemade 
cookies. You’ll be 
extremely pleased with 
the results.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). Your busi-
ness acumen is usually 
sharp, but today it feels 
a little off. Avoid mak-
ing any big decisions 
with lasting conse-
quences, and if you can, 
take the day off. You’re 
due for some personal 
time anyway.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). Where chil-
dren gather, fun is soon 
to be had. This explains 
your love of little people 
and your anticipation of 
an up-and-coming 
engagement where 
you’ll see many of them. 
They love you and you 
them.

PISCES  (Feb. 
19-March 20). There is 
an undeniable spark of 
mischief dancing in 
your eyes. You are capa-

ble of anything today. 
Let loose, being sure 
that the trouble you stir 
up is strictly purposed 
to entertain and amuse.

T O D A Y ’ S 
BIRTHDAY (Dec. 28). 
This year you will be so 
brave that you will be 
willing to take several 
risks in order to honor 
your heart’s desire. 
Start right away. The 
next four weeks present 
the chance to provide a 
needed service and 
make money while you 
help others. You’ll get 
around in style thanks 
to friends and lifestyle 
upgrades in the spring. 
Scorpio and Taurus peo-
ple adore you. Lucky 
numbers are: 27, 4, 33, 15 
and 17.

A Q U A R I U S 
FORECAST 2010: You 
will go into the new 
decade with a winning 
attitude. You will be 
centered, serene and 
content to accept what 
you can’t control. You 
also recognize that there 
is much that you do 
have power over, and 
your influence will 
cause the changes you 
desire. February and 
April are important 
months for shaking 
things up. You’ll know 
what you want and will 
go for it at full force. 

Money and Career: In 
January, your ability to 
give constructive feed-
back will earn you a 

position of trust and 
respect. Leverage your 
relationships and you’ll 
be earning more in 
March. Give a great deal 
of thought to what oth-
ers need and want from 
you. You can deliver 
above what’s expected 
of you, and when you 
do, you’ll be promoted 
as others drop by the 
wayside. 

Love: Stay involved 
with friends and activi-
ties you enjoy even 
when loved ones need 
your attention. You’ll 
recover a version of 
yourself that has a ten-
dency to get lost when 
relationships become 
intensely consuming. A 
commitment is featured 
in July.

P e r s o n a l 
Development: The proj-
ect you’ve been procras-
tinating on gets done in 
May, and you’ll have a 
blast in the process. 

C E L E B R I T Y 
PROFILES: Sienna 
Miller identifies so 
strongly with her date 

of birth that she named 
her fashion line 
“ T w e n t y 8 T w e l v e . ” 
Working with her sis-
ter, the talented English 
actress and style icon 
has combined her 
Capricorn business 
savvy with the bohemi-
an aesthetic of her natal 
moon and Venus in 
Aquarius to create an 
eclectic fashion line 
that’s somewhere in the 
middle of grunge and 
glam. 

If you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Holiday Mathis page, 
or you may send her a 
postcard in the mail. To 
find out more about 
Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.
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We Bring The Caring Home

RIGHT AT HOME: Pet-friendly and stylish too

KIM COOK
For The Associated 
Press

Writer Jean Cocteau 
once mused, “I love cats 
because I enjoy my 
home; little by little, 
they become its visible 
soul.” Dog owners feel 
the same way.

The downside of shar-
ing our homes with pets, 
of course, is dirt, hair 
and odors. How to keep 
things chic and clean 
and still have room for 
Spot?

Designers and manu-
facturers offer some 
ideas.

Liz Levin’s experience 
with her own menagerie 
of kids and pets led her 
to launch a design ser-
vice, Liz Levin Nesting. 
Her advice? Color-
coordinate with your 
pets.

“Flying fur’s a reality. 
Unless you’re prepared 
to stand guard with your 
vacuum 24/7, choose a 
color that blends with 
your pet. If you have a 

black Lab, for the sake 
of your sanity, don’t 
pick a cream-colored 
sofa,” she says.

Cats’ independent 
streak makes them dif-
ficult to train; better to 
just work around them. 
“Floor lamps with heavy 
bases. Glass tops for 
fragile finishes. And a 
good scratching post!” 
she counsels.

Pets sleep a lot during 
the day — dogs about 13 
hours, cats several more 
— so bedding is key.

“Most dogs like to 
stretch out on rectangu-
lar beds that keep their 
shape, with defined 
edges for hanging one’s 
head over,” says Julia 
Szabo, author of “Pretty 
Pet-Friendly: Easy Ways 
to Keep Spot’s Digs 
Stylish and Spotless” 
(Howell, 2009).

She recommends a 
polar-fleece, futon-style 
bed by Bowser “that’s 
tufted, so the insides 
don’t shift. Burrowing 
dogs, such as dachs-

hunds, should have a 
small blanket they can 
snuggle under. Cats pre-
fer a round concave 
nest.”

Pet beds should be 
placed away from drafty, 
high-traffic zones, 
which can disrupt rest 
and lead to health prob-
lems.

William Wegman, the 
photographer best 
known for Weimaraner 
portraits, has designed 
a fun line of illustrated 
fabrics for pet beds. The 
Crypton material is 
resistant to stains and 
odor.

Crypton carpeting is 
in the works, too.

TempurPedic makes a 
great bed for older, 
arthritic dogs. Put a 
Throver over the top to 
protect the cover; it’s a 
stain-repellent, two-sid-
ed blanket that doubles 
as a furniture cover.

Cool Bed III is a refill-
able waterbed for dogs. 
Bowser’s Buttercup 
microfiber and fleece 

cat nest has a draw-
string to close it up 
snugly.

Want your pet’s bed to 
blend into your decor? 
Consider the Hardwood 
Hideaway, a side table 
with a door that opens 
to a sleeping spot. Place 
it next to your bed or 
the living-room sofa; the 
door can be adjusted to 
allow pets independent 
access, and the piece is 
available in several fin-
ishes.

Bowser’s Moderno 
chair is a contemporary, 
upholstered chair that 
looks like a miniature 
Corbusier. Max 
Comfort’s Gustavo pet 
sofa is a stylish lounger 
complete with memory 
foam mattress.

Cats, privacy seekers 
always, might love one 
of the chic, spacey look-
ing “pods” from Hepper 
Home. And Merry 
Products’ “Atmosphere” 
is a groovy bamboo 
sphere cradling a poly-
ester cushion.

Szabo says floor main-
tenance is another pri-
ority. Elevate your pets’ 
food dishes if you can, 
for easier eating and 
less mess. Moderntails.
com has a number of 
contemporary and clas-
sic dish styles. They 
also stock rubber mats 
in different styles and 
sizes.

Cats tend to prefer a 
wide, shallow dish that 
accommodates sensitive 
w h i s k e r s ; 
OnlyNaturalPet.com 
has a smart recycled 
glass one.

Moppable surfaces 
like wood, bamboo and 
tile work best —  stick 
to light-toned woods to 
hide scratches. Carpet 
is necessary if you live 
in an apartment where 
the clicking of claws 
may disturb neighbors. 
Try Flor’s carpet tiles: 
They’re easy to vacuum, 
lift up to wash or replace, 
and won’t damage the 
floor. Choose vinyl 
flooring that doesn’t off-
gas VOCs; some pets, 
and people, are chemi-
cal sensitive.

Indeed, it’s best to stay 
away from highly per-
fumed pet products alto-
gether. Remember that 
animals have keen smell 
receptors. Clean pet 
areas with green prod-
ucts that have little or 
no scent (such as Sun & 
Earth or Earth Friendly 
Products), and for fab-
rics, try Get Serious, a 
stain and odor extractor 
that many pet owners 
swear by.

Get creative about 
where you store the 
treats and gear. Look 

for clear jars (so you can 
track contents) with 
locking lids; attractive 
baskets; and washable 
storage totes that coor-
dinate with room decor.

Szabo, who writes a 
Pets column for The 
New York Post, notes 
several new technolo-
gies to help keep pets 
safe. General Motors is 
developing an alarm 
that will sound if you 
leave a pet or child in 
the car, she says. She 
also likes the PetFinder, 
from FinderProducts: 
“It’s a high-tech ID tag 
system that could help 
reunite you with Spot if 
s/he ever becomes lost.”

__

Sourcebook:

www.moderntai ls .
com - pet place mats, 
$27.95-99.95; acrylic, 
smoke gray raised water 
dish, $64.95; Max Utility 
dog bowl 42.95

www.onlynaturalpet.
com - recycled glass, 
whisker-wide, gray or 
green bowl, $22.49

www.heartofmyheart-
pets.com - Bowser 
Buttercup drawstring 
pet bed, $48; Hardwood 
Hideaway Table/Pet 
$399; Bowser raised dog 
feeder, wood/ceramic, 
from $48.

www.allmodernpet.
com - Bowser Moderno 
bed, $749.99

www.simplydogbeds.
com - MaxComfort 
BioMedic Gustavo Pet 
Bed Sofa, $164.99

www.petsbycsn.com - 
Merry Products 
Atmosphere cat bed, 
$69.99

AP Photo/CSN Stores,Moderno

At left, this product image released by CSN Stores shows the Moderno dog bed. At Right, his product 
image released by CSN Stores shows the Merry Products Atmosphere bamboo/polycushion pet bed. 
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Peyton Manning and 
the Indianapolis Colts 
are perfect no more, and 
that’s just fine with 
them. They’ve got their 
sights set on making 
postseason history — 
even if that means tak-
ing a break in the regu-
lar season.

Coach Jim Caldwell 
pulled Manning and a 
handful of starters — 
avoiding potential inju-
ries — for the previously 
unbeaten Colts in the 
third quarter, and the 
Jets took advantage by 
rallying for a 29-15 vic-
tory that ended the 
NFL’s longest regular-
season winning streak 
at 23 games.

Caldwell, players and 
team president Bill 
Polian, however, said 
perfection was never the 
goal; winning the Super 
Bowl was. And on 
Sunday, they showed 
exactly what they 
meant.

“Until any player in 
here is the head coach, 
you follow orders and 
you follow them with all 
of your heart,” Manning 
said. “That’s what we’ve 
done as players. We fol-
low orders.”

The Colts (14-1) lost for 
the first time since Oct. 
27, 2008, at Tennessee, 
ending a franchise-
record 13-game winning 
streak at home. 
Meanwhile, the Jets (8-7) 
took control of their 
playoff destiny with the 

victory, and would make 
the postseason for the 
first time since 2006 
with a win next week at 
home against AFC North 
champion Cincinnati.

It was a busy Sunday 
around the NFL, with 
the postseason picture 
clearing up just a bit.

New England is back 
in the playoffs after rout-
ing Jacksonville and 
winning the AFC East. 
Also returning to the 
postseason after a one-
year absence is Green 
Bay, which secured an 
NFC wild-card berth 
with a big victory over 
Seattle.

Cincinnati clinched 
the AFC North with its 
17-10 win over Kansas 
City. Dallas also secured 
a playoff spot with a win 
over Washington, set-
ting up a showdown 
next week against 
Philadelphia for the 
NFC East title.

At Indianapolis, Brad 
Smith opened the sec-
ond half with a 106-yard 
kickoff return to give 
New York a 10-9 lead. 
The Colts went ahead at 
15-10 when Donald 
Brown scored on a 
1-yard run, but after 
Manning left, Marques 
Douglas returned a fum-
ble from Manning’s 
replacement, Curtis 
Painter, for a score.

The Jets sealed it with 
a 43-yard field goal and 
Thomas Jones’ 1-yard 
TD run.

LANDOVER, Md.  — 
Wade Phillips’ pregame 
speech lasted all of one 
sentence.

“Wade said one thing 
and he said it real quick: 
‘This game’s about the 
world championship,’” 
Dallas Cowboys owner 
Jerry Jones said. “And 
that’s all he said and 
walked out.”

If it sounded a bit pre-
mature, remember the 
Cowboys’ plight. They 
were trying to shed 
the label of December 
chokers, trying to win 
back-to-back games in 
the month for the first 
time in six years, try-

ing to clinch a playoff 
spot, trying to put them-
selves in position to 
win the NFC East next 
week — when they’ll be 
trying to win a January 
game for the first time 
since 2000.

So much was accom-
plished when the 
Cowboys beat the 
Redskins 17-0 on 
Monday night.

In addition to the 
team’s playoff ramifi-
cations, Dallas also got 
bragging rights in the 
100th game of one of the 
NFL’s top rivalries and 
posted the first shutout 
in the series since 2003. 
As a bonus, the win 
also knocked the New 

York Giants out of the 
postseason picture.

But there’s more to 
come. Next week, coach 
Phillips’ team hosts the 
Eagles (11-4) in a regu-
lar-season finale with 
the division crown on 
the line. The loser will 
have to settle for a wild 
card berth. The NFL 
has moved the kickoff 
time from 1 p.m. to 4:15 
p.m.

“We didn’t achieve 
any sort of something 
that’s going to stand the 
test of time,” quarter-
back Tony Romo said. 
“This is an important 
step in the process, but 
our real goals still lay 
ahead of us. That’s why 

this is rewarding to get. 
We don’t look at this as 
(a reason) to jump up 
and holler.”

Romo completed 25 of 
38 passes with a touch-
down, and a tipped 
pass turned into his 
first interception in 
five games — a rever-
sal from his turnover 
sprees of Decembers 
past. He threw a 4-yard 
scoring pass to Roy 
Williams in the first 
quarter after Terence 
Newman’s intercep-
tion, and his 69-yard 
completion to Jason 
Witten — a career-long 
for the tight end — set 

NEW ORLEANS — Florida coach 
Urban Meyer tried it his way for years. 
Long days, late nights, seemingly end-
less recruiting trips and little time for 
his health and family.

After countless headaches, four 
years of chest pain and an alarming 
trip to hospital three weeks ago, it was 
time for a different approach.

How much Meyer’s routine varies 
remains to be seen. But with his well-
being still a major concern, Meyer 
withdrew his brief resignation and 
decided to take an indefinite leave of 
absence from Florida. He will coach 

the fifth-ranked Gators in the Sugar 
Bowl against No. 4 Cincinnati on Jan. 
1, then take some time off in hopes of 
alleviating recurring chest pains.

How will he handle being away from 
football?

“We’re going to find out,” said his 
wife, Shelley. “We’ve just got to see 
how he handles his leisure time. I’ve 
never seen him handle leisure time. 
That’s like an oxymoron.”

Meyer’s announcement Sunday 
capped a wild weekend for Florida. 
He stunned college football twice in 
a 20-hour span, first by saying he 
planned to walk away from coaching 
and then by revealing he expects to be 

back on the sideline next season.
“I do in my gut believe that will hap-

pen,” Meyer said.
Flanked by athletic director Jeremy 

Foley and quarterback Tim Tebow, the 
45-year-old Meyer stoically responded 
to repeated questions about his health, 
his heart and his head. With his wife 
and three children seated a few feet in 
front of him, Meyer declined to reveal 
much detail about his condition.

He acknowledged the possibility he 
might need a procedure to alleviate 
chest pains that started four years 
ago, but would not say if he had a 
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Despite leave, UF’s Meyer to be back in 2010
Associated Press

Steers to begin
Kerrville tourney today

The Big Spring Steers are getting an early start to 
the post-Christmas basketball season today as they 
take on St. Michaels at 2 p.m. and Lake Travis at 
4:30 p.m. in the Tivy Tournament in Kerrville.

Coahoma will begin the Reagan County tourna-
ment today at 4:30 p.m. against either Fort Stockton 
or Christoval in Big Lake.

The Lady Steers and Bulldogettes will play in the 
Slaton Tournament rescheduled to Tuesday.

Big Spring softball clinic
to be held Jan. 16

Big Spring softball coach John Sparks will hold a 
winter skills softball clinic coming up.

The clinic will teach basic softball skills and will 
be held Jan. 16 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Girls in 
grades three through eight are welcome. The cost 
is $25.

Contact John Sparks for more information or to 
sign up at 432-270-2711.

Area teams to begin 
post-Christmas tournaments

Area teams will be back in action Tuesday as sev-
eral tournaments are set to begin.

The Coahoma Bulldogettes will play Tahoka at 5 
p.m. Tuesday, and the Big Spring Lady Steers will 
play Slaton at 6:30 p.m. Both games are in Slaton.

Forsan and Sands will play in the Sterling City 
Tournament, and Grady and Stanton will take part 
in Grady’s Cotton Classic Tournament. Garden City 
will play in the Mary Tatum Invitational Tuesday.

Sports in brief

Associated Press

NFL Roundup: Colts
OK without perfection

AP PHOTO/Patrick Semansky

Florida coach Urban Meyer, center, 
will coach in the Sugar Bowl.

See DALLAS, Page 7

AP PHOTO/Nick Wass

Cowboys running back Marion Barber slides out of bounds past the Redskins’ LaRon Landry in the 
first quarter Sunday night. Barber and the Cowboys dominated the Redskins 17-0.

’Boys beat Redskins, deny Giants

SHREVEPORT, La. — Texas A&M 
defensive back Jordan Pugh is sick 
of hearing about it.

On TV, in the paper, at his favorite 
restaurant, all anyone wants to talk 
about is all the points that will be 
scored when the Aggies play Georgia 
in Monday’s Independence Bowl.

“That’s all you hear,” Pugh said 
Sunday. “They talk about the offense 
every day. As a defense, we’re going 
to be out on the field, too.”

Of course, there’s a good reason for 
all that talk of a high-scoring affair.

Texas A&M (6-6) has given up 30 
or more points eight times this sea-
son and more than 60 points twice. 

The Aggies’ opponents averaged 32.7 
points per game, 104th out of 120 
Football Bowl Subdivision teams.

Georgia (7-5) was a touchdown bet-
ter, giving up 26.4 ppg. But that 
ranked the Bulldogs an unaccus-
tomed 10th in the Southeastern 
Conference and led to the firing of 
three defensive assistants, includ-
ing defensive coordinator Willie 
Martinez.

The Independence Bowl gives each 
defense a chance to prove it’s no 
pushover.

“You’ve got to look forward to 
that,” Pugh said.

Neither Georgia coach Mark Richt 
nor Texas A&M coach Mike Sherman 
expects 10 touchdowns Monday. Each 

team has had the chance to prepare 
for the opponent over several weeks 
and those extra practices mean more 
experience. And Sherman’s been 
part of plenty of games where big 
numbers were predicted yet never 
happened.

“My experience has been when 
people talk about offensive match-
ups it’s always been kind of a disap-
pointment because the defense usu-
ally rises to the occasion in those 
games,” Sherman said. “I don’t know 
how many times you guys have writ-
ten about an offensive matchup and 
it turns out to be a defensive battle.”

The Aggies’ defensive troubles can 

Defense key for Georgia, Aggies in tonight’s Independence Bowl

Associated Press

AP PHOTO via Shreveport Times/ Douglas Collier

Texas A&M’s Jerrod Johnson, right, 
hopes to score enough points to 
lead the Aggies past Georgia.See A&M, Page 7

See MEYER, Page 7

See NFL, Page 7

Associated Press



SportS 7Big Spring Herald
Monday, December 28, 2009

By Steve Becker

be explained away by 
youth and inexperience. 
Sherman played 18 
freshmen this season — 
the second most in the 
nation — and 14 of the 22 
players on the defense’s 
two-deep depth chart 
are underclassmen.

The Bulldogs’ plight is 
a little harder to get a 
handle on and just how 
they’ll respond to the 
loss of Martinez and the 
other assistants remains 
to be seen.

The trio of fired coach-
es turned down Richt’s 
invitation to remain 
with the team through 
the bowl, leaving just 
one full-time assistant 
and two graduate assis-
tants to help prepare a 
gameplan and run prac-
tices.

“My main role on the 
defense was to try to set 
some parameters with 
the defensive staff,” 
Richt said, “to say, 
‘Look, let’s not reinvent 
the wheel, let’s try not to 
do some things that our 
guys aren’t comfortable 
with. Let’s do what we 
do, let’s get a plan that 
is sound and hopefully 
as simple as possible, so 
we can put our players 
in position to make the 
plays.’”

Richt, a former offen-
sive coordinator, sat in 
on defensive meetings, 
mostly to keep an eye on 
morale and attitude. He 
even relied on injured 
senior defensive end 
Roderick Battle to step 
into a coaching role 
from time to time.

“He worked some with 
the defensive ends,” 
Richt said. “But I think 
a lot of our guys stepped 

up and made sure every-
body was hustling, made 
sure everybody was pay-
ing attention, made sure 
we kept our attention on 
what’s important.”

And what’s important 
when it comes to defend-
ing Texas A&M is stop-
ping Jerrod Johnson, 
who set 11 school records 
in a breakthrough sea-
son he’d love to crown 
with Texas A&M’s first 
bowl win since 2001.

Johnson completed 
60 percent of his pass-
es for 3,217 yards with 
28 touchdowns against 
just six interceptions. 
He added another 455 
yards rushing and eight 
scores.

“That’s just fantastic 
production,” Richt said.

Johnson displayed his 
ability in a 49-39 loss to 
Texas on Thanksgiving, 
when he threw for 342 
yards and four TDs.

up Marion Barber’s 
3-yard TD run in the sec-
ond quarter.

“I think we showed 
the December jinx is not 
here,” Williams said. 
“Last year we were in 
the same situation and 
didn’t get it done. 2009’s 
a different year.”

Dallas holds a com-
manding 59-39-2 lead in 
the 50-year-old rivalry 
with the Redskins. The 
Cowboys didn’t allow 
Washington (4-11) to 
score a touchdown this 

year — the other meeting 
was a 7-6 win on Nov. 22 
— and they played their 
part in the Redskins’ first 
winless season in NFC 
East play since 1994.

After the game, 
Washington coach Jim 
Zorn — widely seen as 
a lame duck — uttered 
sentences containing the 
same adjectives, over 
and over: “frustrating,” 
‘’hard,” ‘’frustrating,” 
‘’hard,” ‘’devastating,” 
‘’hard,” ‘’very hard,” 
‘’devastating,” ‘’very 
hard” and “awful.”

“I want to get to five 
wins,” he finally said. “It 
seems frivolous, doesn’t 

it?”
The Redskins put on 

their second embarrass-
ing performance against 
a rival in prime time in 
less than a week, and 
there were more distrac-
tions in between. After 
a 45-12 pasting by the 
Giants on Monday night, 
Washington endured a 
week in which assistant 
coach Jerry Gray gave 
confusing answers when 
asked if had interviewed 
for the head coaching job. 
Then came some noisy 
Christmas Day tardiness 
from defensive tackle 
Albert Haynesworth, 
who was sent home by 

Zorn for being late to a 
meeting.

Haynesworth used that 
occasion to again com-
plain about the coach-
ing staff — particularly 
defensive coordinator 
Greg Blache — but he 
nevertheless remained 
in the starting lineup 
Sunday night.

The Redskins, by the 
way, are 0-2 and have 
been outscored 62-12 
since front office chief 
Vinny Cerrato resigned 
and Bruce Allen was 
named general manager 
on Dec. 17.

“I don’t think there 
were any more distrac-

tions than we’ve had the 
past six or seven weeks,” 
Zorn said. “If it was a 
distraction, we got it 
handled and moved for-
ward.”

Except for Witten’s 
big play, the Cowboys 
nickel-and-dimed their 
way through the game. 
The margin of victory 
might have been greater 
if Barber had not been 
stopped on fourth-and-1 
on back-to-back posses-
sions in the third quar-
ter.

Barber also couldn’t 
convert a third-and-1 
at the 5-yard line in the 
fourth quarter, but this 

time Phillips sent on 
former Redskins kicker 
Shaun Suisham. To a 
hearty round of boos, 
Suisham made a 23-yard-
er — from the same 
spot where he missed 
for Washington against 
New Orleans on Dec. 6, 
denying the Redskins a 
huge upset win and cost-
ing Suisham his job two 
days later.

It was no surprise, 
therefore, that Suisham 
was booed every time he 
took the field.

“How do you get booed 
for extra point kicking?” 
he said. “Yeah, that was 
different.”

heart condition. He 
insisted he didn’t have 
a heart attack and 
refused to say wheth-
er doctors told him he 
needed to step away.

“I’d rather not get 
into that,” he said.

This much he made 
clear: Players prompt-
ed his about-face.

First, he witnessed 
their tearful reac-
tion to his resigna-
tion Saturday evening. 
Then he spent a few 
hours with them dur-
ing a “spirited prac-
tice” Sunday morning.

“It’s very simple,” 
Meyer said. “The 
love that I have for 
these players, I think 
that’s well document-
ed. Maybe one of the 
issues that I deal with 

is that I care so deeply 
about each individual. 
... We’ve had a heck of 
a run, a run that we’re 
very proud of. And 
when I sat back and 
watched those young 
guys go at it today and 
our coaching staff and 
the program we’ve 
built, to not try would 
be not the right thing 
to do.”

Meyer called Foley 
from the practice field 
and told him he wanted 
to talk about a leave of 
absence — something 
school president Bernie 
Machen first mentioned 
a week earlier. Foley 
and several assistant 
coaches also tried to 
persuade Meyer to take 
an extended break, 
but the coach thought 
it would be better for 
the program, his health 
and his family to get 
away for good.

Meyer changed his 
mind in a hurry, even 
quicker than Florida 
basketball coach Billy 
Donovan did when he 
went through a similar 
ordeal in 2007. Donovan 
resigned to coach the 
NBA’s Orlando Magic 
only to have a change 
of heart and return to 
Gainesville, Fla., a few 
days later.

Meyer and Foley set-
tled on a rough plan 
after practice. Meyer 
told his family as they 
arrived for the charter 
flight to New Orleans, 
then informed the team 
of his possible return.

“He just didn’t want 
this program to fail,” 
his oldest daughter, 
Nicki, said.

Offensive coordina-
tor Steve Addazio will 
run the team during 
Meyer’s absence, how-
ever long that may be.

“Football logic has to 
come into play, and that 
logic is it makes no 
sense to have guys out 
there with the potential 
for injuries,” Polian 
said. “We played for 16 
weeks, sharp as any 
team in football. The 
good thing is that none 
of this mattered in the 
standings.”
Patriots 35, Jaguars 7

At Foxborough, Mass., 
Tom Brady threw four 
touchdown passes, three 
to Randy Moss, and New 
England’s young defense 
put together its third 
straight solid game.

The Patriots (10-5) took 
the division after miss-
ing the playoffs last sea-
son for the first time 
since 2002 despite an 
11-5 record. Brady 
bounced back after 
throwing for just 307 
yards with two touch-
downs and two intercep-
tions in his previous two 
games.

Jacksonville dropped 
its third straight, and 
fourth in its last five 
after going 6-4.
Bengals 17, Chiefs 10

At Cincinnati, Carson 
Palmer’s touchdown 
pass to Chad Ochocinco 
completed a 98-yard 
drive in the closing min-
utes, sending the 
Bengals to the AFC 
North championship.

The Bengals (10-5) 
moved into the playoffs 
for only the second time 
in the past 19 years after 
dealing with the death 
of receiver Chris Henry. 
The teary practices and 
locker-room grief 
seemed to show against 
the Chiefs (3-12), who 
stayed close in a mis-
take-filled game.

Palmer threw for a 
pair of touchdowns, and 
Cedric Benson ran for 
133 yards in an offense 
that managed only two 
drives all day.
Packers 48, Seattle 10

At Green Bay, Wis., 
the Packers clinched a 
playoff spot by forcing 
four interceptions by 
Matt Hasselbeck, then 
getting a big boost from 
the Carolina Panthers.

The victory, combined 

with the Giants’ blow-
out loss to Carolina, put 
the Packers (10-5) back 
in the postseason after 
going 6-10 last season 
and getting off to a 4-4 
start this year.

It was Hasselbeck’s 
second straight four-
interception game for 
the Seahawks (5-10), who 
have scored a total of 24 
points in three straight 
losses.
Panthers 41, Giants 9

At East Rutherford, 
N.J., Matt Moore and 
the Panthers turned the 
Giants’ farewell to 
Giants Stadium into one 
of their ugliest moments 
in franchise history.

The Giants (8-7) embar-
rassed themselves 
against a Panthers team 
with nothing at stake.

Moore threw three 
touchdown passes, 
Jonathan Stewart 
rushed for a career-best 
206 yards and the 
Panthers (7-8) shredded 
New York’s defense with 
scores on six of their 
first seven possessions 
before a disgusted final 
sellout crowd Sunday.
Eagles 30, Broncos 27

At Philadelphia, David 
Akers kicked a 28-yard 
field goal with 4 seconds 
left for the win.

Kyle Orton rallied the 
Broncos from a 27-10 
deficit in the third quar-
ter, but Donovan 
McNabb led the Eagles 
(11-4) on a winning drive 
in the final minutes.

The Broncos (8-7) are 
trying to avoid a major 
collapse after starting 
6-0. They are tied with 
four other teams for the 
final two wild-card spots 
and do not control their 
chances.
Steelers 23, Ravens 20

At Pittsburgh, Jeff 
Reed’s 38-yard field goal 
put the Steelers ahead 
with 5:25 left and they 
held a fourth-quarter 
lead to remain in playoff 
contention and further 
jumble the AFC race.

The Steelers (8-7), their 
season seemingly ended 
by a late-season five-
game losing streak, won 
their second in a row.

Joe Flacco threw two 
touchdown passes to 
Todd Heap, but the 
Ravens (8-7) now face a 
win-or-else game at 

Oakland next Sunday, 
although they retain the 
tiebreaker against the 
Steelers.
Bucs 20, Saints 17

At New Orleans, 
Carnell Williams had 
129 yards rushing and 
Connor Barth kicked a 
47-yard field goal in 
overtime, lifting the 
Buccaneers to a stun-
ning victory that pre-
vented the Saints (13-2) 
from securing home-
field advantage through-
out the NFC playoffs.

The Saints had a 
chance to win in the 
final seconds of regula-
tion, but Garrett Hartley 
missed a 37-yard field 
goal. Tampa Bay (3-12) 
then won the coin toss 
to open overtime and 
scored soon after.
Texans 27, Miami 20

At Miami, Houston 
raced to an early 27-point 
lead and held on to 
remain in the AFC race.

The Texans (8-7) scored 
on their first five posses-
sions and won despite 
being outscored 20-0 in 
the final 31 minutes. 
Houston kept alive its 
slim hopes of making 
the playoffs for the first 
time, while defending 

AFC East champion 
Miami (7-8) was all but 
eliminated.

Cardinals 31, Rams 10
At Glendale, Ariz., 

Kurt Warner threw for 
196 of his 313 yards in 
the second quarter and 
the Cardinals beat the 
Rams for the seventh 
time in a row.

The Cardinals (10-5) 
reached 10 regular-sea-
son wins for the first 
time since 1976.

The Rams (1-14), rav-
aged by injuries all sea-
son, were without the 
league’s second-leading 
rusher Steven Jackson 
because of a sore lower 
back.
49ers 20, Lions 6

At San Francisco, 
Frank Gore scored on a 
1-yard run and topped 
the 1,000-yard mark for 
the fourth straight year. 
Alex Smith threw a 
touchdown pass to 
Vernon Davis and the 
Niners (7-8) forced six 
turnovers to close out 
the home season with a 
victory.

Drew Stanton strug-
gled in his first start for 
the Lions (2-13), throw-
ing for just 130 yards 
and three interceptions 

before being pulled for 
Daunte Culpepper. 
Detroit lost its fifth 
straight and 20th in a 
row on the road, failing 
to score after the first 
drive of the game.
Falcons 31, Bills 3

At Atlanta, Matt Ryan 
threw three touchdown 
passes, including a 
42-yarder to Roddy 
White on the Falcons’ 
first play from scrim-
mage.The victory left 
the Falcons (8-7) in posi-
tion to post back-to-back 
winning records for the 
first time in franchise 
history. The Falcons, in 
their 44th season and 
eliminated from the 
playoff chase last week, 
close at Tampa Bay.

Buffalo’s Terrell 
Owens became the sixth 
player in NFL history 
with 1,000 receptions, 
catching an 8-yard pass 
in the second quarter 

for the Bills (5-10).
Browns 23, Raiders 9

At Cleveland, Jerome 
Harrison had 148 yards 
rushing and the Browns 
won their third straight, 
extending a surprising 
streak that Eric Mangini 
can use to strengthen 
his case to Mike 
Holmgren that he 
deserves to remain 
Cleveland’s coach.

The Browns (4-11) have 
their first three-game 
winning streak since 
2007 and only their third 
since 1999. Holmgren is 
expected to be intro-
duced as Cleveland’s 
team president this 
week.

The Raiders (5-10) com-
mitted 13 penalties for 
126 yards, had two play-
ers ejected and failed for 
the fifth time to win two 
straight.

NFL
Continued from Page 6

DALLAS
Continued from Page 6

MEYER
Continued from Page 6

A&M
Continued from Page 6
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Cemetery Lots
ONE CEMETERY lot for $1100 
Trinity Memorial Park Garden 
of Sharon. Present Value 
$1840. Call (940)433-3144 or 
email 
vmewlw2@embarqmail.com

Help Wanted
AMERICAN STATE bank is 
seeking a self-motivated em-
ployee with excellent sales, 
communications, and customer 
service skills to work a flexible 
part-time teller schedule. Credit 
and criminal checks are part of 
our application process. Apply 
at 1411 Gregg Street.

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:
* Crew Tech
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. No 
phone calls please.  Must have 
a valid TX drivers license and 
pass mandatory drug test & 
background check.

COASTAL TRANSPORT
We are now hiring drivers to 
deliver petroleum products in 
and around surrounding areas 
of the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Clean driving record
Please contact our office M-F 
8am/5pm for more information 
1-888-527-7221.

EARN UP to $150 /day Under-
cover Shoppers Needed to 
Judge Retail & Dining Estab-
lishments Experience Not Re-
quired Call Now 
1-800-565-8079

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $500.00 
Weekly. Call after 7:00p.m. 
(432)684-5418.

IMMEDIATE OPENING,
Church Secretary First Baptist 
Church, (Coahoma). Part-time, 
morning hrs. Apply in person, 
201 South Avenue, Coahoma. 
Phone 432-394-4348.

JOURNEYMAN/ APPREN-
TICE Electrician.  Must have 
industrial and rigid pipe experi-
ence. Call (972)414-7028/ Fax 
resume to (903)327-8460.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is hiring for a Certified 
Nurse Aide or will send right 
person for Certification. Great 
family working environment. 
Apply at 3200 Parkway or 
on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

TEXAS NURSE
Connection, Ltd.

RN’ LVN’S CNA’s
NEEDED FOR ALL SHIFTS

(325)670-0090
Texasnurseconnection.com

Help Wanted
PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab now accepting applica-
tions for 6a-2p Dietary Aide. 
Great working environment in a 
family owned business. You 
may apply in person at 3200 
Parkway or on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

PIZZA INN 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for following position in 
the Big Spring area.
Meter Technician – Responsi-
ble for calibrating and maintain-
ing District’s billing meters. As-
sists in repairing, and maintain-
ing communication equipment 
including mobile radios and mi-
crowave communication equip-
ment, supporting the District’s 
SCADA system.  Entry level 
position, basic understanding 
of electronic/electricity needed.  
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
available at the District’s office, 
400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org.

NURSING OPPORTUNITIES
LVNs- Day Positions

$2,497 per month 
LVNs- Evening & 
Night Positions

$2,746 per month
RNs- Day Position

Earn up to $4,705 per month 
RNs- Evening & 
Night Positions

Earn up to $5,377 per month
An additional bonus program is 

offered to all RNs.
Our benefit package includes:

Paid Vacation, Sick Leave, 
Holidays, Insurance, 

Retirement and
RN Bonus Program,

Nursing Educational Stipends.
Contact our Job Center

432-268-7341 or 432-268-7298 
Or 

Complete an 
application online at

https://
accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

REMODELED CARPENTERS
wanted. Experience a plus. 
Call (432)517-2004.

SECRETARIAL POSITION.
Needing a friendly, outgoing 
person for small office. Duties 
to include greeting customers, 
answering phones, bookkeep-
ing, and light secretarial skills. 
Organizational skills a must. 
Quickbooks a plus. Please 
send resumes to: Resumes, 
P.O. Box 2288, Big Spring TX 
79721.

Help Wanted
ROTECH HEALTHCARE is 
seeking a qualified Respiratory 
Therapist for a per diem as-
signment at our location in Big 
Spring, Tx. As a Rotech per 
diem Respiratory Therapist, 
you will have the opportunity to 
provide services and outstand-
ing care to patients within our 
community, using some of the 
nations most advanced home 
medical equipment. Days and 
hours are flexible and based on 
location need. Qualified candi-
dates need to have previous 
experience assisting patients 
with aerosol therapy, oxygen 
and other home healthcare 
equipment. Candidates must 
possess al applicable state li-
censes, pass a background 
check and drug screen, and 
have the ability to assess pa-
tient needs and provide care 
and education accordingly. 
Please call (432)263-6652 or 
fax resume to (432)264-6290.

Items for Sale
FIREWOOD FOR Sale. 
$275.00 per cord, $150.00  per 
half cord. Call 432-213-5553.

FIREWOOD- SEASONED
Mesquite, Pecan & Oak
Delivered and Stacked

$330.00 per cord
$180.00 per 1/2 cord
Call (432)978-3328

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818, 512-913-8297 
or 325-650-4544.

NEW 5PC Micro Fiber Living 
Room set with warranty. $565. 
432-664-8980.
……………………………………
NO Flip King Pillow Top Mat-
tress set has warranty $255. 
432-664-8980.

NEW CANOPY bed with Mat-
tress Set New from factory 
$295. 432-664-8980.
……………………………………
Leather Living Room Set with 
tables, brand New in boxes 
$675. 432-664-8980.

QUEEN MATTRESS Set. New. 
In plastic with warranty. $155. 
432-664-8980
……………………………………
Cherry Sleigh Bed with Mat-
tress Set. Brand New $397. 
432-664-8980.

Lost and Found
LOST MIXED Pomeranian/ 
Jack Russell dog (male). Last 
seen with collar and tags. Miss-
ing from North Wasson Drive 
(Off Oil Mill Road). Please call 
with any information 
432-263-3659.

Miscellaneous
SEASONED WOOD

Brady, Texas 
Mesquite $120.00- cord 

Oak $130.00- cord 
Call (325)456-3447.

Miscellaneous
LOVELY CHERRY finish 5 pc. 
bedroom suite, for holidays, 
brand new, fits full/queen, 
$600. Must see!! 
806-549-3110..........................
Two mattress sets for sale. 
One full size set $120.  One 
twin size set $100.-Both brand 
new.  806-549-3110..........

National Ads
***FREE FORECLOSURE List-
ings*** Over 400,000 proper-
ties nationwide. LOW Down 
Payment. Call NOW! 
1-800-817-6272. 

ABLE TO TRAVEL 
Hiring 8 People. No Experience 
Necessary. Transportation & 
Lodging Furnished. Paid Train-
ing. Work & Travel Entire USA.
Start Today!
www.protekchemical.com 
410-800-3614. 

BE YOUR OWN BOSS! Poten-
tial to make between 
$2,000-$4,000 per week, own-
ing your own business. Small 
Investment for HUGE RE-
TURNS! Call 1-800-507-7222 
for details. Must use Code# 
CL30685 

SAFE MENOPAUSE RELIEF 
Menopause Can Be Miserable. 
Join Marie Osmond and Get 
Your Life Back with GEM Keep 
it cool ô Call 1-800-961-6060 
or Visit www.DrinkGEM.com 

DISH NETWORK. $19.99/mo, 
Why Pay More For TV? 
100+ Channels. FREE 4-Room 
Install. FREE HD-DVR. 
Plus $600 Sign-up BONUS. 
Call Now! 1-888-849-1011

DRIVERS:: ENGLAND Trans-
port.net is Now Offering 16 Day 
Company Sponsored CDL 
Training. No Experience or 
Credit Required. Great Pay & 
Benefits. Call 1-800-991-7531 
Ad # 3120 
www.atruckjob.com 

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS! 
Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $48 per 
hour / No Experience
Full Benefits / Paid Training
1-866-409-2663 ext. 22. 

MAKE $384 Daily! Data entry 
positions available online!
Internet needed. Income is 
Guaranteed! No experience re-
quired. Start today! 
www.datahomeworker.com

MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get 
paid to shop! Retail/Dining es-
tablishments need undercover 
clients to judge quality/cus-
tomer service. Earn up to $150 
a day. Call 1-877-306-3966.

STEEL BUILDINGS: 4 only 
25x36, 30x48, 40x52, 45x82. 
Selling For Balance Owed! 
Free Delivery! 
1-800-462-7930x272 .

TRUCK DRIVERS
Wanted-Best Pay and Home 
Time! Apply Online Today over 
750 Companies! One Applica-
tion, Hundreds of Offers! 
http://hammerlanejobs.com

Pets
CHRISTMAS GIFT BORDER 
COLLIE PUPPIES. Mom 
red/white and training smart. 
Father black/white from work-
ing bloodline. Several blue 
eyed. Reserve yours today. 
$100-$150. Call (432)466-1532 
(432)466-1512.

Real Estate for Rent
1101 DOUGLAS. All electric, 
water paid. Refrigerator, stove, 
washer/dryer, Central Heat/Air. 
Great View. $600. month, 
$600. deposit. References. No 
pets, prefer non-smoking. Call 
(432)213-2319.

1504 B Wood. 2 bdrm,  1 bath 
Duplex. All bills paid.  $600.00 
month, $500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)212-3646.

2606 CHANUTE Drive, 3 bdrm, 
1-1/2 bath, fenced yard, CH/A. 
$785. month, $500. deposit. 
One Year Lease Required. No 
indoor pets.  Call 
(432)770-5656 Owner/ Broker.

All BILLS PAID
2 Bdrm, 1 bath 

Apartment 
with Cable 

$699/month
Call (432)263-1252

BUILDING FOR Rent @ 2908 
North Birdwell Lane. Needs 
some work. $250. per month 
as is, $250. deposit and 1 year 
lease. Please  contact Lucy @ 
(432)263-5000 for more info.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 

1, 2 & 3 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking

No application fees
No credit checks
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee

!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
December Special 

2/1 Bdrm total move-in $299
Rent $399 with 6-mo lease
Studio $399/$150 deposit

(all bills paid on studio)
3/1 Bdrm $650/$300 deposit
FREE FITNESS CENTER

FREE WIRELESS INTERENT
PETS WELCOMED

3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

Real Estate for Sale
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)270-8920 or 
Home Realtors.

Real Estate for Sale

FOR SALE- 3/1- 1303 College 
New Carpet, Easy Terms. 
Owner will Finance for as Low 
as $343. Call (325)277-4923.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com
NEWLY RENOVATED 4004 
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call 
for info. 432-212-3646.

NICE ESTABLISHED neigh-
borhood- 1312 Sycamore, 3/2, 
fenced backyard w/garage. 
Nicely Landscaped. 
$59,500.00. Owner Financing 
or Cash.  Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE, $2,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 432-270-8920 or Home 
Realtors.

OWNER FINANCE- 3 Bdrm, 1 
bath. 1307 Mt. Vernon. As Low 
as $343. with easy terms. Call 
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE- 3/1 with 
wood Floors on 1104 Pickens. 
Easy Terms. Payment as low 
as $343. Call (325)277-4923.
THE GOVERNMENT has a 
One Time Discount in Buying a 
2 thru 6 bedroom home. Bad 
Credit OK, No Out of Pocket 
Down Payment and Military 
Discount. (432)263-3461 Rosa.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
NEED HELP??????? HDTV 
Installation to toy assemble. 
Computer setup and repair, 
home theater, surveillance and 
more. Call (432)816-5550 for 
estimates, advice or appoint-
ment.

Legals
SEALED proposals will be received 
by the Forsan ISD on Thursday, 
January 14, 2009, at 2:00 PM in 
the Board Room of Forsan 
Junior/Senior High School, and 
then and there opened and read 
aloud for the furnishing of equip-
ment  and  labor for Lighting 
Renovation Project 2010 within 
the   Elbow   Elementary  and 
Forsan Junior and Senior High 
Schools.
Contact Documents may be ob-
tained at the Administrative Office 
of the School District and from the 
office of the project Engineer for a 
deposit of $50, (checks made pay-
able to Forsan ISD). Contract 
Documents may also be viewed at 
the F.W. Dodge plan room, 9155 
Sterling Drive, Suite 160, Irving, 
Texas 75063.
A non-mandatory pre-proposal 
meeting will be held on January 7, 
2010 at 1:00pm at Forsan High 
School.
Please direct all communication to: 
Chris Carter
ESA ENERGY SYSTEMS 
ASSOCIATES, Inc.
100 East Main, Suite 201, 
Round Rock, Texas 78664
Phone: 512-258-0547
Fax: 512-388-3312
#6374 December 28, 2009 and 
January 4, 2010

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

AC & HEATING

Johnson Heating Conditioning
Air & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating Units 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331

 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 LAWN SERVICE

20
13

32

Fall Cleanup • Hauling
Tilling • Tree Trimming

• Clean Out Storage Buildings
• Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
Speedy

Construction
We Do It All!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical

AC, Roofs, New Additions
Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep

Phone: 432-816-3832
Cell: 432-816-3832

24
Hr.

Sr.
Disc.

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

20
09

39

Ron's Construction
Bath, Kitchen, Home Remodeling, 
Painting, Repairs, Tile, Drywall, 
Cabinets,  Countertops,  Storage 

Buildings, Patios. 

(432) 213-7686
Free Estimates

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof

Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
 Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835
 Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855 1
6

9
7

6
1

REALTY

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416
Christie Larson
432.213.4647
Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins

432.213.5454
Pat Rutledge

432.270.7706
Pat Hardison

432.270.8277

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING  SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8
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HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID

BC

Today is Monday, Dec. 28, 
the 362nd day of 2009. There are 
3 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 28, 1832, John C. 
Calhoun became the first vice 
president of the United States 
to resign, stepping down 
because of differences with 
President Andrew Jackson.

On this date:
In 1694, Queen Mary II of 

England died after more than 
five years of joint rule with her 
husband, King William III.

In 1846, Iowa became the 29th 
state to be admitted to the 
Union.

In 1856, the 28th president of 
the United States, Thomas 
Woodrow Wilson, was born in 
Staunton, Va.

In 1897, the play “Cyrano de 
Bergerac,” by Edmond Rostand, 
premiered in Paris.

In 1908, a major earthquake 
followed by a tsunami devas-
tated the Italian city of Messina, 
killing at least 70,000 people.

In 1917, the New York 
Evening Mail published “A 
Neglected Anniversary,” a face-
tious, as well as fictitious, essay 
by H.L. Mencken recounting 
the history of bathtubs in 
America.

In 1944, the musical “On the 
Town,” with music by Leonard 
Bernstein and book and lyrics 
by Betty Comden and Adolph 
Green, opened on Broadway.

In 1945, Congress officially 
recognized the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

In 1973, Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn published “Gulag 
Archipelago,” an expose of the 
Soviet prison system.

In 1989, Alexander Dubcek, 
the former Czechoslovak 
Communist leader who was 
deposed in a Soviet-led Warsaw 
Pact invasion in 1968, was 
named president of the coun-
try’s parliament.

Today’s Birthdays: Comic 
book creator Stan Lee is 87. 
Former United Auto Workers 
union president Owen Bieber 
is 80. Actor Martin Milner is 78. 
Actress Nichelle Nichols is 77. 
Actress Dame Maggie Smith is 
75. Rock singer-musician 
Charles Neville is 71. Sen. 
Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., is 65. 
Sen. Tim Johnson, D-S.D., is 63. 

Rock singer-musician Edgar 
Winter is 63. Rock singer-musi-
cian Alex Chilton (The Box 
Tops; Big Star) is 59. Actor 
Denzel Washington is 55. 
Country singer Joe Diffie is 51. 
Country musician Mike 
McGuire (Shenandoah) is 51. 
Actor Chad McQueen is 49. 
Country singer-musician 
Marty Roe (Diamond Rio) is 49. 
Actor Malcolm Gets is 45. Actor 
Mauricio Mendoza is 40. 
Comedian Seth Meyers is 36. 
Actor Brendan Hines is 33. R&B 
singer John Legend is 31. 
Actress Sienna Miller is 28. 
Actor Thomas Dekker is 22. 
Actress Mackenzie Rosman is 
20. Pop singer David Archuleta 
(“American Idol”) is 19.

  ® 2009 The Associated Press.
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