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The Christmas Story

nd it came to pass in those days,
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that there went out a decree from

Caesar Augustus, that all the

world should be taxed. (And this
taxing was first made when Cyrenius was gov-
ernor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every-
one into his own city. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and
lineage of David) To be taxed with Mary his
espoused wife, being great with child. And so
it was, that, while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she should be deliv-
ered. And
she brought
forth her
firstborn son,
and wrapped
him in swad-
| dling clothes,
{ and laid him

in a manger;

because there was no room for them in the inn.
And there were in the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them: and they were sore

afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And
this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.”

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now
go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they
came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things
which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shep-
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

Luke 2: 1-20

Troopers on the prowl
this holiday season

AUSTIN (AP) — Texas troopers will be out
in force over the long Christmas and New
Year’s weekends to help keep travelers safe.
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Mayweather camp insists on testing for fight

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — The proposed mega-
fight between Manny Pacquiao and
Floyd Mayweather Jr. was thrown
into jeopardy Tuesday with a demand
by Mayweather’s camp that both fight-
ers be subjected to Olympic-type drug
testing in the weeks leading up to the
bout.

Mayweather’s manager said the fight
would not go on if Pacquiao didn’t
agree to blood testing under standards
followed by the United States Anti-
Doping Agency.

“There is no fight without Olympic-
style random drug testing,” Leonard

Ellerbe said.

Mayweather’s camp claims it was
told Pacquiao would not agree to have
his blood tested within 30 days of
the fight because of personal supersti-
tions. But Pacquiao’s trainer, Freddie
Roach, said he could live with some
testing, as long as it wasn’t too close to
the fight and wasn’t overly intrusive.

“I will not let my fighter take a blood
test the day before a fight,” Roach
said. “If they give me a five-day win-
dow or something like that I have no
problem with it.”

Roach said he hoped the issue wasn’t
brought up as a way to get Mayweather
out of the fight.

“He’s looking for a back door out,”
Roach said. “We're eager to fight.”

The fight, which promises to be the
richest ever, had widely been expect-
ed to be formalized this week, with an
official announcement Jan. 6. It was
expected to be held at the MGM Grand
hotel, with the biggest live gate ever.

But neither fighter has signed formal
contracts and there have been disputes
between representatives of the two
fighters ever since Mayweather’s pro-
moter pulled out at the last minute of
a trip to Texas, where Dallas Cowboys
owner Jerry Jones was tomake a pro-

See FIGHT, Page 3B

AP PHOTO
Manny Pacquiao, above, will not
agree to Olympic-type drug testing.

A&M’s Roland suffers

AP PHOTO

Shaun Suisham, left, is back with the Cowboys after being released from the Redskins earlier this
year. The Cowboys released Nick Folk, who has missed an NFL-most 10 kicks this season.

Suisham glad to be back in Dallas

Associated Press

IRVING — The first
time Shaun Suisham
kicked for the Dallas
Cowboys, he missed his
only kick longer than
30 yards.

The second time
Suisham kicked for the
Cowboys, he missed
one of two attempts lon-
ger than 30 yards.

Three years later,
Dallas is giving
Suisham another try.

The Cowboys signed
the veteran Kkicker off
the NFL’s scrap heap to
replace Nick Folk after
the club finally ran out
of patience waiting for
the young, former Pro

Bowler to break out of

his slump.
So, Shaun, what
changed while you
were away?

“I'm married and
have a baby,” he said
Tuesday, smiling.

From a football per-
spective, Suisham
brings a lot more expe-
rience, having made
73 of 92 kicks for the
Washington Redskins
over the past three sea-
sons, a respectable 79
percent. He also was
having his best full sea-
son, making 18 of 21.

He became available
only because those few
misses cost Washington
two victories in a sea-

son that’s been short
on success. His flubs
from 39 and 50 yards
really hurt in a 7-6 loss
to the Cowboys, then he
missed a 23-yarder that
would’ve sealed a vic-
tory over New Orleans.
The Redskins lost in
overtime and Suisham
was cut afew days later,
on Dec. 8.

Suisham was upset,
but understood it comes
with the territory. He
didn’t see the need for
any soul searching;
there were no sessions
with a Kkicking guru
to troubleshoot his
mechanics or visits to
a sports psychologist
in search of a mental

cure.

He just went to a high
school near his home in
Virginia and kept kick-
ing in case a team came
calling. Sure enough,
Dallas invited him in
for a tryout Monday,
and he beat four others
for the job.

“'m not trying to
start over,” Suisham
said, standing in front
of a locker that only
had his name written
in tape, his old name-
plate apparently no lon-

ger handy.

“It’s not like I'm
rebuilding or any-
thing like that.

See DALLAS, Page 2B

broken leg

Associated Press

SEATTLE — Texas
A&M senior Derrick
Roland suffered a grue-
some leg injury in the
19th-ranked  Aggies’
73-64 loss at No. 22
Washington Tuesday
night and was in sur-
gery at a Seattle hospital
early Wednesday morn-
ing.

Coach Mark Turgeon
said Roland broke his
tibia and fibula bones in
his lower right leg.

“He’s in surgery now,”
Turgeon said immedi-
ately after the game.

Turgeon then rushed
out of the arena to the
hospital across town. He
referred all other ques-
tions to top assistant
Scott Spinelli.

“We expect him to
make a full recovery,”
Spinelli said, though he
conceded Roland’s col-
lege career may be over
— barring some unex-
pected turn of events
such as a medical red-
shirt for another sea-
son.

That will likely be dif-
ficult to obtain. NCAA
rules include guidance
that a medical hardship
waiver may be granted
for a fifth year of eligi-
bility for a player
injured before he has
played in 20 percent of
his team’s games in a
season. Roland has
played in all 11 of Texas
A&M’s 29 regular-season
games so far.

“God willing, youdon’t

in loss

know,” Spinelli said.

Aggies team spokes-
man Colin Killian, who
was traveling with the
team, said Turgeon, staff
members and some play-
ers were at the hospital
early Wednesday wait-
ing for word from the
surgery. The team was
due to board its bus
about 5 a.m. PST to
begin its flight home.

Turgeon considered
leaving the game to join
his player at the hospi-
tal before staying. The
scene recalled the simi-
lar injury former
Washington Redskins
quarterback Joe
Theismann sustained
live on national televi-
sion during a Monday
night NFL game in
1985.

The Aggies gathered
at their bench for a tear-
ful prayer for Roland
during a 10-minute delay
to get him onto a stretch-
er and into an ambu-
lance. Immediately after
the game resumed,
Washington (8-2) went
on a decisive 15-4 run.

Roland, one of the lead-
ing defenders in the Big
12 Conference and the
Aggies’ second-leading
scorer, crashed hard to
the court with 17:30 left
in the game after jump-
ing under the basket.

Turgeon ran on the
court while play contin-
ued at the other end.

Roland’s teammates
were distraught.

See A&M, Page 3B

USC’s McKnight likely out of Emerald Bowl amid SUV investigation

Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Southern
California coach Pete Carroll is pre-
paring for Saturday’s Emerald Bowl
with the thought that leading rusher
Joe McKnight won'’t be able to play.

McKnight is in Los Angeles dealing
with paperwork following an inves-
tigation into whether he improperly
used an SUV registered to a local
businessman.

“There have been some raised
issues that the compliance office is
taking very seriously,” Carroll said
Tuesday at a news conference for the
bowl game against Boston College.

“They have to thoroughly go
through the information tomake sure

that we know what we’re doing. We
felt like it was best to keep Joe there
until we know the facts. They’re hop-
ing to find out in the next day what
the situation is and hopefully we’ll
get it resolved. Whether they do or
not I don’t know. We’ll have to wait
it out.”

Carroll said the holiday week was
making it difficult to resolve any
issues with McKnight because some
of the investigators and the people
the school needs to talk to are travel-
ing.

McKnight led USC in rushing this
season with 1,014 yards. He also
scored eight touchdowns and aver-
aged 6.2 yards per carry. If McKnight
can’t go, Allen Bradford will likely

get the starting nod. Bradford had 98
carries for 596 yards and eight scores
this season.

C.J. Gable, who had only 21 carries
for 93 yards this season, will also get
more of a chance.

“Our running backs that are here
in this program are dying for this
opportunity,” Carroll said. “This is
what they wait for. They want to
be in the spotlight. They want to do
something special with their oppor-
tunity. Don’t think they aren’t fired
up about it. Those guys are ready to
crank and fill the void. That’s always
been the way we’ve dealt with it.”

While USC is preparing to be with-

See USC, Page 3B

AP PHOTO
Joe McKnight is facing allegations
that he improperly used an SUV.

Sports in brief

Howard College Hawks

getting ready to resume play
After almost an entire month break, the Howard
College men and women are preparing to hit the

hardwood again.

The men’s team won’t play in December, but it
opens the 2010 campaign in a Kansas City, Mo., tour-
nament. The Hawks are 11-1 on the season.

The women will travel to Phoenix on Monday to
take on Southern Idaho in the Phoenix College

Big Spring softball clinic

to be held Jan. 16

Big Spring softball coach John Sparks will hold a
winter skills softball clinic coming up.

The clinic will teach basic softball skills and will
be held Jan. 16 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Girls in
grades three through eight are welcome. The cost

is $25.

sign up at 432-270-2711.

Classic. They are a perfect 12-0 this season.

Contact John Sparks for more information or to

Big Spring Alumni

forming football team

USA.

Former Big Spring football players have a chance
to put on pads again in the West Texas Alumni
Football Games sponsored by Alumni Football

Cost to play is $75, including equipment. The

games will be played in Feburary or March against

an opponent to be determined. For more informa-

tion, call Arthur Barrera at 816-6418.
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Obituaries

Pete Reaves

Pete Reaves, 90, of Odessa, died Tuesday, Dec. 22,
2009, at Hospice House.

Graveside services will be held at 1 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 26, 2009, at Mt. Olive Cemetery in Big Spring.

Survivors include his wife, Myrl Reaves of
Odessa; daughters Patricia Reaves of Odessa and
Dana Bloom of Pilot Point; sons Jimmie Reaves of
Hunnington Beach, Calif., and Herbert Reaves of
Plano; brother Roy Reaves of San Antonio; sister
Patsy Anderson of Big Spring; eight grandchil-
dren; 11 great-grandchildren; and three great-great-
grandchildren.

Services are under the direction of Frank W.
Wilson Funeral Directors of Odessa.

Nancy Campbell

Nancy Florence Campbell of
San Antonio died Dec. 23, 2009. A
memorial service will be held at
10 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 26, 2009, at
Oxford United Methodist Church
in San Antonio.

She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Laura Chapman and husband
Covan; son, Water Campbell and
wife Retta Duda; daughter-in-law,
Dolores Campbell Jamison and
husband Ervin; brother-in-law,
Lawrence Heflin; a cousin; four grandchildren; and
one great-grandchild.

She was preceded in death by husband, Don
Campbell and son, Keith Campbell.

You may sign the on-line guestbook at www.mis-
sionparks.com under the obituary section.

Support Groups

MONDAY

e Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and
widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at
398-5239.

e Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets
at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m.
Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

TUESDAY

* Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the
First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are
welcome. For more information, contact Sherry
Hodnett at 264-7599.

e The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St.

[ 'SHOPPDNG DAY BEFORE CHRISTAMAS

I WISH EVERY
NIGHT COULD BE LIKE
CHRISTMAS EVE.

205583

201 W. Marcy
432-267-3363

Walmart

Save money. Live better.

Dr. Rudy Haddad

Board Certified In Urology
Fellow American College Of Surgeons

Adult_and Pediatrics

Flu Shots
\ Available Now

. - Office Treatment of Enlarged
Prostate Profile (Instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control

Problem with Medication
(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser
& Shockwave Technology

- Sexual Dysfunction

1501 W. 11.,thPIace Suite 103
Big Spring: TX\79720

201181

Alfredo Paredez Jr.

Alfredo Paredez Jr., 46, of Big
Spring, died Monday, Dec. 21,
2009, at Covenant Medical Center
in Lubbock. The family will
receive friends at 611 N. W. Ninth
St.  Vigil services will be at 7
p.m. Friday at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Funeral mass will be at
11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 26, 2009,
at Sacred Heart Catholic Church
with the Rev. Ariel Lagunilla
officiating. Burial will follow at
Mount Olive Memorial Park.

He was born Dec. 29, 1962 in Big Spring to Linda
and Alfredo Paredez Sr. He was a lifetime resident
of Howard County. He worked at Big Spring State
Hospital and MHMR and then at Union and Pacific
Railway. He was currently self-employed and was a
member of Holy Trinity Catholic Church.

Survivors include his wife, Esperanza Paredez of
Big Spring; twosons, Michael Garzaand Paul Flores,
Jr., both of Big Spring; one daughter, Jennifer
Garza and her husband, David Canales, of Big
Spring; mother, Linda Paredez of Big Spring; three
brothers, Benito Paredez, Jerry Paredez and his
wife Marlina, and Joey Herrera, all of Big Spring;
two sisters, Lisa Valencia and her husband Ray of
Big Spring, and Susan Paredez of San Angelo; three
grandchildren; and 10 nieces and nephews.

In addition to his father, he was preceded in
death by one brother, John Paredez; one sister,
Bernadette Herrera; and his grandparents, Flora
and Jesus Loya and Antolina and Benito Paredez.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-

Take

e Birdwell Lane Baptist Church is selling cook-
books to raise funds for the church. The cook books
can be purchased by calling Pat Steen at (432) 263-
3035.

* T&P Federal Credit Union has set up an account
for Arthur Hernandez Jr. for medical expenses.
Arthur has had numerous medical problems the
past couple of years. He has had several surgeries
on his stomach, the last one a few weeks ago. After
the surgery he developed a staph infection. He is
still in the hospital. The out-of-pocket expenses, the
travel and expenses for his wife and many other
numerous expenses are mounting up. Please help
Arthur and his wife Melinda in this difficult time
and make a much-needed donation.

e The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for
the best interest of abused and neglected children
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. CASA currently has
10 active volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of
Howard County in foster care. A class is forming in
Howard County and 20 volunteers are needed. For
more information on becoming a CASA volunteer,
please contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

¢ The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded
West Texas Opportunities Inc. $130,000 through the
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Note

Texas Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment
fund. WTO will assist current and former military
personnel serving in Iraq or Afghanistan and
their families. Funding will serve Howard, Martin,
Andrews, Borden, Dawson, Ector, Fisher, Gaines,
Glasscock, Midland, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry and
Upton counties. For more information, contact
Diana Martinez or Debbie Wilson at 110 Johnson
in Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.

e Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s Relay for
Life team is selling cookbooks to raise funds for the
American Cancer Society. For more information,
contact Beverly Grant at 268-4952.

« HATS (Hope After The Sadness), an American
Cancer Society Resource Room is available at First
Methodist Church. This center provides informa-
tion and valuable resources for those affected by
cancer. This HATS ministry, established in mem-
ory of the late Rev. Dr Shane Brue, maintains a
room with free hats, wigs and head coverings avail-
able for check-out by those dealing with hair loss
due to cancer treatment. Contact the “Hat Lady,”
Marci Lykken at 267-2915.

* Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer
patients to treatment in Midland. To volunteer, or
to request a ride for treatment, call (877) 277-1618.
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sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated
in any row, column or box.
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By Steve Becker
Clandestine Operation

Opening lead — jack of spades.

Occasionally declarer sees that his
best hope is to develop an end posi-
tion that will force the opponents to
yield a critical trick to him. In many
of these situations, declarer should
lay the groundwork early, long
before the enemy realizes what is
going on.

Consider this deal from a team
match where at each table South got
to six hearts and West led a spade,
taken with the king. Both declarers
saw immediately that the outcome
depended on avoiding two club los-
ers.

South dealer. At the first table, South led a club
Neither side vulnerable. to the ace at trick two and then drew
NORTH three rounds of trumps. Next he
AK 6 cashed the K-A-Q of diamonds (dis-
¥YQJI8s carding a club), led a spade to the ace
*AQ9 and exited with a club.

*Jj652 This sequence of plays created an
WEST EAST insoluble predicament for the
#J1093 #Q8742  defense. If West’s club queen held
Y973 v4 the trick, his forced diamond or
410763 ¢J852 spade return would allow South to
4Q9 SK 104 discard his last club while ruffing in
SOUTH dummy. And if East overtook West’s
SAS queen with the king instead,
YAK 1062 dummy’s jack would become a trick.
*K4 Either way, South could not be

dABT3 stopped from making the slam.
The bidding: At the second table, declarer
South  West  North East adopted essentially the same method
I8 4 Pass 3¢ Pass of play as his counterpart, but with
6y one highly significant difference: He

first drew trumps, then cashed three
diamonds and the spade ace before
playing the ace of clubs. By this
time, West knew a great deal about
South’s hand and could see the hand-
writing on the wall. But he also saw
a way out. Accordingly, when
declarer cashed the club ace at trick
nine, West dropped his queen on it!

This left East with the K-10 of

clubs over dummy’s jack, and South
went down one. In the process, the
second declarer learned that if you’re
planning a surprise ending, it’s best
to conceal your intentions while
developing the plot.

Tomorrow: Double-dummy problem.
©2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

P.O. Box 870
Ph: (432) 263-7441

Jruel/alue.

START RIGHT. START HERE’
Higginbotham Bartlett Co.

1900 East FM 700 « Big Spring, TX 79720
Loyd F. Mashburn

Manager

FAX: (432) 263-8503

EMail: bigspring@higginbothams.com
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Kelly: Things to be ‘fixed’ at ND

SOUTH BEND, Ind.
(AP) — Coach Brian
Kelly inherits a Notre
Dame program that has
finished the past two
regular seasons at 6-6, is
losing its two best play-
ers and only has one
scholarship quarter-
back — he’s recovering
from knee surgery — on
the roster.

Not exactly the reci-
pe for quickly turning
around a program that’s
been mired in medi-
ocrity for more than a
decade. Still, Kelly feels
good about what he sees
in the Fighting Irish.

“This program is not
broke, but some things
need to get fixed,” he
told a small group of
reporters he met with
Tuesday, less than two
weeks after being hired
from Cincinnati. “The
things that I need to fix
are some of the things
that I believe held this
program back from win-
ning. That’s what they
brought me here for is
to help this program
win.”

That’ll be harder with
quarterback Jimmy
Clausen and star receiv-
er Golden Tate both leav-
ing for the NFL draft.

Kelly didn’t want to
get into too many specif-
ics, saying he still has to
meet all the players. But
he said the turnaround
has to start with what
the team does Sundays
through Fridays.

“lT would say if I'm
going to give you one

heading, its going to be
attention to detail,” he
said.

One way he plans get
his new players’ atten-
tion to detail is by hold-
ing what he affectionate-
ly calls “Camp Kelly,”
just as he did as his pre-
vious coaching stops at
Cincinnati and Central
Michigan. That’s where
during the offseason
Kelly has the players
report about 5 a.m. on
Saturdays for grueling
workouts that include
players flipping trac-
tor tires, going against
each other in tug-of-war
and other physical chal-
lenges.

Kelly said the camp
forces players to gauge
their commitment.

“lI can tell you this,
it has no football appli-
cability relative to skill
development. So you go
into it knowing you’re
not going to leave here
a better receiver. But
you're going to leave
here a more committed
receiver. That’s Camp
Kelly,” he said.

How many sessions
of camp players must
endure depends on how
long it takes players to
show their commitment,
he said. Kelly is looking
for players to show they
have physical and men-
tal toughness.

“It’s a tough game for
tough guys,” he said.

Kelly touched on a
lot of topics during the
42-minute interview. He
said he’s been surprised

by how many people
on campus have greet-
ed him by saying they
hadn’t seen a football
coach in their offices in
a long time.

“Ithink it’s important
that the football coach
is not bunkered down
in the Gug (the football
offices). It’s important
to be part of this com-
munity because there’s
so much passion for
football here,” Kelly
said. “I think it’s impor-
tant that they can reach
out and touch you a lit-
tle bit.”

The only assistant
on staff so far is run-
ning backs coach Tony
Alford, a holdover from
Charlie Weis’ staff.
Kelly hopes to have a
few more coaches in
place by Jan. 4, when
coaches can again begin
contacting high school
recruits.

Some of Kelly’s staff
from Cincinnati is
expected to join him
in South Bend, but he
doesn’t want to disrupt
the Bearcats’ prepara-
tions for their game
against Florida in the
Sugar Bowl on Jan. 1.
Offensive coordinator
Jeff Quinn had been
expected to join Kelly
at Notre Dame, but he
accepted the head coach-
ing job at Buffalo.

He also said freshman
linebacker Manti Te’o
is expected to decide
soon whether he will be
back at school next fall
or whether he will take

time off for a Mormon
mission.

Kelly said there’s
nothing he can do about
having just one quarter-
back, Dayne Crist, left
on the roster.

High school senior
Tommy Rees is expect-
ed to enroll in the school
next week and another
high school senior
QB who committed to
Weis is considering his
options. The Irish also
could move receiver
John Goodman, who
played quarterback in
high school.

The Irish might
not have gotten Kelly
as their new coach if
Texas quarterback Colt
McCoy had held the ball
a second longer against
Nebraska in the Big 12
title game.

IftheLonghornshadn’t
had one last second left
to kick the winning field
goal, Cincinnati prob-
ably would have been
playing for the national
championship instead.
Kelly said if that were
the case, he would not
have left the Bearcats
before the national title
game and doesn’t know
if Notre Dame would
have waited for him.

“Every job that I've
taken is because I want
to play for a champion-
ship. When you have the
opportunity to play for a
national championship,
I’'m going to be on that
sideline,” he said.

Notre Dame is hoping
for just that.

Buffalo’s Quinn presently juggling two jobs

AMHERST, N.Y. (AP)
— It’s first things first
for Jeff Quinn after
being formally intro-
duced as the University
at Buffalo’s new head
coach on Tuesday.

As much as he dressed
for the part, wearing
a UB lapel pin and a
blue and white Bulls
hat, and discussed how
exciting the opportu-
nity was to become a
first-time head coach,
Quinn’s mind wasn’t far
from some unfinished

business back home in
Cincinnati.

After all, as interim
head coach of the No.
4 Bearcats (12-0), he’s
got a Sugar Bowl game
against Tim Tebow and
No. 5 Florida (12-1) to
prepare for on Jan. 1.

“I'm just trying to fig-
ure out a way to score
a touchdown and stop
Tebow,” Quinn said,
shortly after completing
his first press confer-
ence.

Joking that he now has

four job titles, including
Cincinnati’s offensive
coordinator and line
coach, Quinn’s oversee-
ing the Bearcats after
Brian Kelly left the pro-
gram to take over at
Notre Dame two weeks
ago.

“Yeah, it’s been quite
challenging,” he said.
“T’'ve had very little sleep
but a lot of support.”

Looks as if Quinn and
the Bearcats will now
have a few more sup-
porters in Buffalo.

“Absolutely, go ‘Cats,”
Bulls athletic director
Warde Manuel said.

Manuel then couldn’t
resist the opportunity
to sell Buffalo fans on
the person he chose to
replace Turner Gill, who
left Buffalo to take over
at Kansas.

“Tune in to the Sugar
Bowl,” Manuel said. “If
you want to see what
this offense will be like
in the 2010 UB Bulls
season, please watch on
Jan.1.”

DALLAS

Continued from 1B

I missed three field
goals. There isn’t any-
body out there who’s
perfect. 1 feel like I
should be. But I cer-

m
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tainly am not hanging
my head or lacking in
confidence because 1
missed a few kicks this
year.”

The Cowboys should
be glad to hear that
because their next two
games are going to
present challenges for
Suisham that go beyond
the team being in a play-
off chase.

First up is a trip to
Washington. Suisham
was mum about any
feelings of revenge or
other obvious motiva-
tions in facing the team
that just cut him. He
even claimed that he
didn’t see his replace-
ment on the Redskins
miss an extra point
Monday night. He was
so intent on avoiding
controversy that when
he was asked how fans
will treat him, Suisham
said, “I don’t know.”

“It’s no longer about
Washington,” he said.
“It’s about being here in
Dallas.”

{ 1st Month FREE I
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Speaking of being
here in Dallas, Cowboys
Stadium was the site
of his only two-miss
game this season. He’ll
be back there a week
from Sunday for a fina-
le against Philadelphia
that could decide the
division title.

“T don’t overthink
things,” he said. “My
job is to go out and
kick field goals. I'm not
concerned with all the
variables and things
that could happen or
might happen. I'm just
working today in prac-
tice and build up to this
game.”

Folk missed 10 kicks,
a dubious NFL-most,
including at least one in
six straight games. The
Cowboysstuck with him
for so long because he’s
only 25 and in his third
year, having made the
Pro Bowl as a rookie.

They were hoping he
would be their kicker
for many years to come,
but he just couldn’t

» A

Reglan® (metoclopramide) has been linked to a

fix whatever knocked
him out of whack.
Special teams coach
Joe DeCamillis thought
things were worked
out when Folk made a
44-yarder against New
Orleans, but then he
missed a 24-yarder in
the final few minutes
that gave the Saints a
chance to rally.

It was almost the same
scenario as Suisham’s
demise in Washington,
the difference being
that the Dallas defense
held on for the victory.
Had the Redskins done
the same, DeCamillis
pointed out, then per-
haps they would’'ve
given their kicker a sec-
ond chance.

Instead, the Cowboys
are giving him a third
chance.

“You’ve seen plenty
of guys at this position
who have been with dif-
ferent teams and flour-
ished,” DeCamillis said.
“Hopefully that’s what
happens with him.”
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P Holiday highs and lows

300 coats stolen

from Salvation Army

RICHMOND, Va.(AP) — The Grinch
came early in Richmond this year.

The Salvation Army says 300 new
winter coats were stolen from its dis-
tribution center. The coats were to be
given to needy children and adults.

Authorities believe the coats were
stolen last week while Salvation Army
volunteers signed up people to come
in and select donated items. The cen-
ter doesn’t have security cameras.

All the coats were donated last year
and stored until this holiday season.
They were swiped from a cordoned-
off area inside the distribution cen-
ter, located in a mall.

Salvation Army spokesman Jeff
Baldwin says the agency doesn’t view
that the coats were stolen from it, but
from children who needed them.

Mystery couple plays

Santa at Ohio laundromat
DAYTON, Ohio (AP) — Wash day
became payday at an Ohio coin laun-
dry that was visited by a mystery
couple playing Santa by handing out
$100 bills.
Employees at the Spin City Laundro-

Rancher sets aside 1,300

mat in Dayton say the man and wom-
en walked in Sunday, both dressed
conservatively in black. Without say-
ing anything, they gave eight custom-
ers and two workers $100 each, inside
Christmas cards that read, “Happy
holidays and many happy days to fol-
low. Jesus loves you!”

Spin City employee Holly Dunlap
says when some of the recipients real-
ized what had happened, they hugged
and thanked their benefactors as they
were leaving. The man and woman
said, “You’re welcome” and “Merry
Christmas!”

Dunlap says she and her co-worker
didn’t recognize the couple and don’t
know why they picked the laundro-
mat.

Four teens charged with

vandalizing decorations
GREENVILLE, S.C. (AP) — Could
be lumps of coal in the stockings for
four South Carolina teens accused of
vandalizing holiday decorations.
Multiple media outlets reported the
four 17-year-olds are charged with
malicious damage to personal prop-
erty after some residents in Simpson-
ville found the decorations damaged

Associated Press Writer

RAYMONDVILLE
— Few things would
venture into the dense
thorny scrub favored
by the endangered oce-
lot. But with less than
1 percent of the land in
south Texas considered
suitable habitat for the
remaining 50 or fewer
rare cats, the ocelots re-
main vulnerable.

The Nature Conser-
vancy hopes to give
another 1,300 acres of
that forbidding thicket
of mesquite, huisache
and other shrubs to the
spotted cats with a con-
servation easement it
bought from south Tex-
as rancher Frank Ytur-
ria this week.

country.

part of one of only two
documented
breeding grounds in the
The other is
at the Laguna Atascosa

AP photo
The ocelot population has decreased drastically
over the years.

would have about 1,200
acres of habitat, said
Sonia Najera, the con-
servancy’s south Texas
program manager. But

ocelot

Sunday morning.

Authorities say lighted reindeer,
snowmen, decorative trains and a
singing Santa ornament were dam-
aged or thrown in the street.

Greenville County sheriff’s Lt. Shea
Smith says after officers got areport of
damage to a six-foot-tall Santa Claus,
they saw a vehicle driving erratically
and stopped it and arrested the teens.

They were released from jail Mon-
day.

Secret Santa leaves a

grand for Salvation Army

You never know when a Secret San-
ta will perform an amazing deed.

Salvation Army bell ringers were
thrilled Saturday night when they
discovered a Good Samaritan had
placed a check for $1,000 in the kettle
at the Fantasy of Lights display on
East 5th Street.

The public had been invited to drive
through the display — created by Mt.
Carmel youth Travis Thompson —
and, while there, make a donation
to the Salvation Army Saturday eve-
ning. Bell ringer and campaign co-
organizer Larry Letson was on hand
to accept the contributions.

acres for ocelot

well as the thorny scrub ~ Most of the easement’s & CHAPEL

for ocelots. cost was paid with a 24th & Johnson 267-8288
The Nature Conser- grant from the Coop- Hilbert William

vancy hopes other land- erative Endangered |Treharn, 77, died

owners will consider Species Conservation |Monday. Services are

similar arrangements.
Yturria says he sold the
easement at a bargain
price and will claim the
difference between the
selling price and the ap-
praised value as a chari-
table donation. Neither
the conservancy nor
Yturria would disclose
the costs.
Conservationists
hope to preserve a cor-
ridor connecting the
San Francisco Ranch
and the other breeding
ground at Laguna Atas-
cosa so the two groups
of cats can interact and

Kleberg

ration.

(INEMAL

Fund, a federal source.
Additional money came
from the Robert J. Kle-
berg Jr. and Helen C.

and the El Paso Corpo-

Fish and Wildlife will
manage the land
partnership with the
conservancy.
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Yturria, 86, spent
much of his life fighting
back such scrub on the
thousands of acres of
open grasslands where
his cattle graze, but de-
cades ago stopped clear-
ing some of those areas
when he realized ocelots
live there.

This week he and his
wife, Mary, went a step
further to protect oce-
lot habitat, selling the
easement on their San
Francisco Ranch. The
swath of land, less than
15 miles inland from
the Laguna Madre,
straddles Willacy and
Kenedy counties. It is
adjacent to three ease-
ments Yturria already
has made for the ocelot,
and more than doubles
the amount of land he
has set aside.

The San Francisco
Ranch easements are

National Wildlife Ref-
uge, about 25 miles to
the south.

“I hope that 50 years
from now ... those little
cats will have a place
that is theirs,” Ytur-
ria said Monday at the
ranch. “The worst de-
structive element this
Earth has is man.”

Ocelots are about
twice the size of a house
cat and also are found
in Central and South
America. The conser-
vancy says on its Web
site that it is the rarest
cat in America, having
been hunted down for
its distinctive yellow
and black spotted fur.
Loss of habitat and colli-
sions with automobiles
also have been blamed
for the declining popu-
lation.

A male ocelot, and two
or three females trav-
eling with it, ideally

e
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the existing habitat is at
capacity, she said.

Much of south Texas
has been cleared for
farming and ranching
over the years. Now
some landowners have
started dotting their pas-
tures with large wind
turbines, but the Ytur-
ria land covered by the
easement will be pre-
served in perpetuity.

“Iwanttobesure when
I’'m gone my heirs won’t
consider things like that
(wind turbines),” Ytur-
ria said, as he bounced
across the land in his
truck pointing out deer,
wild turkeys and exotic
species like the nilgai,
a horse-sized antelope
from India. “It’s all
about leaving this like
itis.”

The new easement
encompasses sandy
hills with live oak and
ephemeral wetlands as

<

The Squeakquel (PG)
Study of ocelot DNA

in the two locations has
found no evidence of in-
teraction, Najera said.

Last winter, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice documented 11
ocelots on the ranch’s
existing conservation
easements.
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Travis’ father Jeff Thompson told
the Register Monday the effort was
more than a success. “We raised
$1,458 for the Salvation Army,” Jeff
said, noting there were both a $1,000
check, and a $100 check, among the
contributions.

Health officials say no

milk and cookies for Santa

CHICAGO (AP) — Health officials
say it’s time to think outside the toy
box when it comes to treating stressed
out and overweight Santa.

Instead of traditional whole milk
and traditional cookies, try low-fat
versions. Or skip the tradition alto-
gether and go with nuts and berries
instead.

Dr. Terry Mason with Cook Coun-
ty’s Health and Hospitals System says
with the new year approaching, it’s
time for other folks, to shape up, too.

Hislist includes a gym membership,
or gift certificate for a back massage.

Health officials also are advising
swine flu shots and hand sanitizers
for Santas, and other folks too. It’s a
reminder that flu season is still ac-
tive, and will be into the new year.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME

pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.
Alfredo Paredez Jr., 46,
died Monday. Vigil ser-
vices will be at 7:00 P.M.
Friday at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Funeral Mass
will be at 11 a.m.
Saturday at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church with
burial at Mount Olive
Memorial Park.
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AN
ENCOURAGING

By Eddy Pitchford

WORD

Dear Santa,

I am impressed by your desire to make people happy. You have a giving spirit
that encourages people all over the world. You set quite an example of hard
work, organization and delegation. You have high moral standards that
distinguish between naughty and nice. You are to be commented for your
annual night of giving but please remember: Your good works are not good
enough. You still need the grace of God revealed in Jesus Christ.

Santa, please understand that God is the ultimate giver and loves you so much
that He sent Jesus to die for you. Because Jesus is the author of eternal
salvation to those who obey Him (Hebrews 5:9), I urge you to call upon the
name of Jesus through baptism in order to wash away your sins. (Acts 22:16)

WE ARE FAMILY

“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”
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NEW YORK (AP) —
The 43 free agents who
have signed, with name,
position, former club if
different, and contract.
The contract informa-
tion was obtained by
The Associated Press
from player and man-
agement sources. For
players with minor
league contracts, letter
agreements for major
league contracts are in
parentheses:
AMERICAN LEAGUE

BALTIMORE (1)
Signed Mike Gonzalez,
lhp, Atlanta, to a $12
million, two-year con-
tract.

BOSTON (3) — Signed
Marco Scutaro, ss,
Toronto, to a $12.5 mil-
lion, two-year contract;
signed Mike Cameron,

of, Milwaukee, to a
$15.5 million, two-
year contract; signed

John Lackey, rhp, Los
Angeles Angels, to an
$82.5 million, five-year
contract.

CHICAGO (3)

Signed Omar Vizquel,
ss, Texas, to a $1,375,000,
one-year contract;
signed Andruw Jones,
of, Texas, to a $500,000,
one-year contract;
signed J.J. Putz, rhp,
New York Mets, to a $3
million, one-year con-
tract.

DETROIT (1)
Re-signed AdamEverett,
ss, to a $1.55 million,
one-year contract.

KANSAS CITY (1) —
Signed Jason Kendall,
¢, Milwaukee, to a $6
million, two-year con-
tract.

LOS ANGELES (1) —
Signed Hideki Matsui,
of, N.Y. Yankees, to a $6
million, one-year con-
tract.

MINNESOTA (1)
— Announced Carl
Pavano, rhp, accept-

ed salary arbitration.
Decision pending.
NEW YORK (1)
Re-signed Andy Pettitte,
lhp, to an $11.75 million,
one-year contract.
SEATTLE (1)

ThursdaxI December 24I 2009 SPORTS

Winter meetings yield multitude of free agent activity

AP PHOTO
Seattle signed Chone
Figgins to a 4-year deal.

Signed Chone Figgins,
3b, Los Angeles Angels,
to a $36 million, four-
year contract.

TAMPA BAY (1) —
Signed Rafael Soriano,
rhp, to a $7.25 million,
one-year contract after
acquiring him from
Atlanta.

TEXAS (2) — Signed
Rich Harden, rhp,
Chicago Cubs, to a $7.25
million, one-year con-
tract; signed Darren
Oliver, 1hp, Los Angeles
Angels, to a $3.5 million,
one-year contract.

TORONTO
Re-signed John
McDonald, ss, to a
$3 million, two-year
contact; signed Alex
Gonzalez, ss, Boston, to
a $2.75 million, one-year
contract.
NATIONAL LEAGUE
ATLANTA (1)
Signed Billy Wagner,
Ihp, Boston, to a $7 mil-
lion, one-year contract.
CHICAGO (1)
Re-signed John Grabow,
lhp, to a $7.5 million,
two-year contract.
COLORADO (1)
Announced Rafael
Betancourt, rhp, accept-
ed salary arbitration.
HOUSTON (3)
Signed Pedro Feliz, 3b,
Houston, to a $4.5 mil-
lion, one-year contract;
signed Brandon Lyon,
rhp, Detroit, to a $15
million, three-year con-
tract; re-signed Jason
Michaels, of, to an
$800,000, one-year con-
tract.
LOS ANGELES (2)
Re-signed Doug

(2)

Mientkiewicz, 1b, to a
minor league contract;
signed Jamey Carroll,
2b, Cleveland, to a $3.85
million, two-year con-
tract.

MILWAUKEE (5) —
Signed Gregg Zaun, c,
Tampa Bay, to a $2.15
million, one-year con-
tract; signed Randy
Wolf, lhp, Los Angeles
Dodgers, to a $29.75
million, three-year con-
tract; re-signed Craig
Counsell, inf, to a $2.1
million, one-year con-
tract; signed LaTroy
Hawkins, rhp, Houston,
to a $7.5 million, two-
year contract; re-signed
Claudio Vargas, rhp, to
a $900,000, one-year con-
tract.

NEW YORK (3)
Re-signed Alex Cora,
ss, to a $2 million, one-
year contract; signed
Henry Blanco, c¢, San
Diego, to a $750,000, one-
year contract; re-signed
Elmer Dessens, rhp, to
a minor league contract
($700,000).

3B

PHILADELPHIA (4) —
Signed Brian Schneider,
c, N.Y. Mets, to a $2.75
million, two-year con-
tract; signed Juan
Castro, ss, Los Angeles
Dodgers, to a $750,000,
one-year contract;
signed Placido Polanco,
inf, Detroit, to an $18
million, three-year
contract; signed Ross
Gload, 1b-of, Florida, to
a $2.6 million, two-year
contract.

PITTSBURGH (1) —
Signed Bobby Crosby,
inf, Oakland, to a $1 mil-
lion, one-year contract.

ST. LOUIS (2)
Re-signed Jason LaRue,
c, to a $950,000, one-
year contract; signed
Brad Penny, rhp, San
Francisco, to a $7.5 mil-
lion, one-year contract.

WASHINGTON (2) —
Signed Ivan Rodriguez,
c, Texas, to a $6 mil-
lion, two-year contact;
signed Jason Marquis,
rhp, Colorado, to a $15
million, two-year con-
tract.

FIGHT

Continued from 1B

make a proposal to
host the bout.

But Mayweather’s
promoter, Richard
Schaefer, said all other
issues have been agreed
upon.

“The good news is we
have agreed on all the
other points,” Schaefer
said. “Depending on
what Manny Pacquiao
decides to do we either
have a fight or we don’t
have a fight.”

Schaefer said he is
still hopeful of the fight
happening, based on the
fact Pacquiao himself
has not publicly said he
would not accept blood
testing.

“T am still hopeful
because I really believe
thisdecisiondidn’tcome
from Manny Pacquiao,
it came from some-
body else,” Schaefer
said. “It’s up to Manny
Pacquiao to prove me
right or wrong.”

Pacquiao has never
failed a post-fight urine
test in Nevada, includ-
ing his last fight when
he stopped Miguel
Cotto. Mayweather also
has passed urine tests
in the state after his
fights.

Fighters, though, are
not routinely tested
before bouts for per-
formance-enhancing
drugs, and there are
no blood tests done for
those drugs.

Mayweather’s father,

Floyd Sr., said after the
Cotto fight that he sus-
pected Pacquiao was
using performance-
enhancing drugs to
move up and win titles
in so many weight class-
es. Ellerbe did not make
that claim, but said that
for a fight of such mag-
nitude fans deserve to
be confident neither
fighter is cheating.

“If it’s good enough
for LeBron James, Kobe
Bryant, Michael Phelps
and Lance Armstrong
why isn’t it good enough
for Manny Pacquiao?”
Ellerbe asked. “The
fans and sports deserve
a level playing field.”

Travis Tygart, execu-
tive director of the
USADA, said he had
talked to representa-

tives of both fighters
about providing test-
ing. Tygart said he wel-
comed the request as he
would for any sport that
does not have stringent
Olympic-type testing.

“I think every sport
that wants to have clean
athletes it’s a sign of a
step forward to have out
of competition testing,”
Tygart said. “It’s an
essential thing to do if
you want to protect the
integrity of the sport.
Clean athletes want a
level playing field.”

Tygart noted Olympic
athletes are tested often
and without notice.
He said less than a
teaspoon of blood is
removed out of an aver-
age of 380 teaspoons
in the normal human

A&M

Continued from 1B

Leading scorer and
fellow senior Donald
Sloan, a childhood
friend of Roland’s from
Dallas, cried as he bur-
ied his head in his jer-
sey and was helped to
the bench.

Four University of

Washington doctors
and trainers rushed to
Roland, who remained
on his back, arms over
his eyes.

After about 10 min-
utes, he was removed
on the stretcher wear-
ing an air cast and load-
ed into an ambulance
that took him across
town to Harborview
Medical Center. Roland,
who scored a career-

high 21 points earlier
this season at Southern
Methodist, was alert
inside the ambulance.
He was holding his head
up as an IV was started
in his arm and the
ambulance drove away
from the back of the
arena.

Barry Davis, the
Aggies’ director of stu-
dent and athlete devel-
opment, was at Roland’s

side inside the ambu-
lance. Davis was talk-
ing on his cell phone as
medical personnel
treated Roland inside
the abulance.

Some Aggies were
still crying after the
game.

“We said a prayer as a
team,” Spinelli said.
“Lots of guys were in
tears. They’re in tough
shape right now.”

USC

Continued from 1B

out McKnight, the
Eagles are practicing
this week assuming
McKnight will be on the
field Saturday night.
“I'd like to play
against him,” lineback-
er Mike McLaughlin
said. “He’s a heck of
a running back, one of
the best in the country.
Unfortunately he’s in
a tough situation right
now. As far as we're
concerned, we’re game
planning like he’s play-
ing in the game. If we
didn’t that would be
foolish. He can win a
football game for them.

We have to prepare for
him.”

USC is also without
three other key play-
ers, who were declared
academically ineligible
on Monday. Tight end
Anthony McCoy and
tackle Tyron Smith,
both starters, and defen-
sive end Averell Spicer,

a key reserve, will not
play against Boston
College.

The Trojans (8-4) are
coming off their worst
season since 2001. USC
won seven consecutive
Pac-10 championships
and played in seven
consecutive BCS games
before this season.

)

1000 S. Gregg St.

Foot Long Seafood Sensation
All Week

208595

432-267-7827

The Big Spring Herald
IS offering Fax & Copy Services

Fax $2.00 to send 1st page
Additional Pages $1.00 per page

Incoming Faxes $1.00 per page

Color Copies .50 per copy
Black and White .25 per copy

For More Information

CALL 432-263-1331

Happy
New Year

and that it regenerates
within an hour of being
withdrawn.

Blood tests, he said,
can find things urine
tests can’t, like the use
of human growth hor-
mone, synthetic hemo-
globin or blood transfu-
sions, all of which “cer-
tainly would aid in an
endurance-type event.”

us for professional insight.

Trucker negligence is the major
contributing factor in many fatali-
ties nationwide. Maybe they were
distracted or didn’t adjust for road
conditions. Maybe they were late,
sleepy or did not maintain the rig.
If you have been in a truck collision

or other automobile collision, call fg Bs{0 [0 2 LYo Mo T[4

couldn’t imagine why
Pacquiao wouldn’t
agree, especially con-
sidering both fighters
would likely make more
than $25 million for the
bout.

“Only Manny

Pacquiao can answer
that question,” Ellerbe
said. “The ball is in his
court.”

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Lawyers with over 90 years
combined expertise.

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., ].D.

Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Timothy R. Cappolino, PC.
L Trial

Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Lav

Law by the Texas Board of Legal Sp:
NO FEE FOR FIRST VI
CAMERON, TEXAS

North Hwy: 87

THIS IS THE PARTY YOU’VE
BEEN WAITING FOR

K%ggellli’s%

Thursday, Dec. 31st
9:00 pm to 1:00 am

MUSIC AND FUNIIY
$10,00 rer peRsoN

'BRING YOUR OWN BOTTLE & SET UPS
Feel free to bring your favorite

finger foods or snacks!!!

NO ONE UNDER 21
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263-3382
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.
Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Bill McClellan
News Editor

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

' OuR VIiEwW
Yes, Virginia,
there really is
a Santa Claus

EDITOR’S NOTE: “Is there a Santa Claus?”’is the
question Virginia, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Phillip
F. O’Hanlon, put to the editor of the (New York) Sun
in September 1897. Her Letter was received by Ed-
ward P. Mitchell, who turned it over to his associate,
Francis Pharcelius Church, to answer.

With some reluctance Mr. Church undertook the
assignment. The product of his fine nature, mellow
wisdom and sound craftsmanship was the editorial
article “Is there a Santa Claus?” — the most famous
editorial article that has ever been written. It first
appeared in the New York Sun in 1897 and has since
been produced in every conceivable form, in every
corner of the globe.

The publication of Virginia’s question and Fran-
cis Pharcelius Church’s response is an annual tradi-
tion at the Herald. We hope you enjoy it.

e take pleasure in answering at once

and thus prominently the communi-

cation below, expressing at the same

time our great gratification that its
faithful author is numbered among the friends of
The Sun:

“Dear Editor:

ITam 8years old.

Some of my little friends say there is no Santa
Clause.

Papa says ‘If you see it in the Sun it’s so.’

Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon,

115 West 95th Street”

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have
been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe except they see. They think
that nothing can be which is not comprehensible
by their minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they
be men’s or children’s, are little. In this great uni-
verse of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his
intellect, as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intelligence capable
of grasping the whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as
certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist,
and you know that they abound and give to your life
its highest beauty and joy. Alas! How dreary would
be the world if there were no Santa Claus! It would
be as dreary as if there were no Virginias. There
would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no ro-
mance to make tolerable this existence. We should
have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The
eternal light with which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well
not believe in fairies. You might get your papa to
hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christ-
mas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did
not see Santa Claus coming down, what would that
prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign
there is no Santa Claus. The most real things in the
world are those that neither children nor men can
see. Did you every see fairies dancing on the lawn?
Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are not
there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the won-
ders there are unseen and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what
make the noise inside, but there is a veil covering
the unseen world which not the strongest man, not
even the united strength of all the strongest men
that ever lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy,
poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory
beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives, and he lives
forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay,
ten times ten thousand years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the heart of childhood.

A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson

With You, Lord, we have a sense of fairness.
Amen

We need a robust estate tax

he federal estate tax

is our country’s most

progressive levy and our

only tax on wealth. And
it’s paid by less than 1 percent
of the population — all of whom
are multi-millionaires. Right
now, Congress is
deciding just how
strong the tax
should be.

In early Decem-
ber, the House of
Representatives
voted to make the
2009 estate tax
law permanent
with a $7 million
exemption for
married couples
($3.5 million for
individuals) and a
45 percent rate on
amounts above the exemption.

For most of the past decade,
the House voted to repeal the
estate tax.

So, it’s worth a smile and a
nod to see that the House finally
recognizes the need for an estate
tax.

The not-so-good-news is that
continuing 2009 law would in-
crease the federal deficit by $234
billion over 10 years — that’s
quite the generous tax giveaway
to the massively wealthy.

But don’t we have more press-
ing needs for that revenue? How
about healthcare, clean energy,
education, infrastructure, jobs
and deficit-reduction?

The estate tax’s fate now rests
with the Senate.

Senators have to act before
year-end, or the estate tax will
vanish altogether in 2010, then
return at higher levels in 2011.
And, in that potential “gimme”
year of 2010, multimillion-
dollar estates would be subject
to capital gains taxes that they
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t wasn’t a bad speech, as far

as going-to-war speeches go.

It was no “day that will live

in infamy” (and I hope you
didn’t forget Pearl Harbor Day
again this year). But it wasn’t
based on an outright lie like
George W. Bush’s
Iraq speech.

It was instead
what we’ve come
to think of as
“Obamaspeak”—
measured, rational
and balanced.

It sought to find

a middle way
between those

who would have
us commit to an
all-out, no-limit
war and those who
would have us just pick up and
leave, without leaving a forward-
ing address.

He gave the hawks their
“surge,” but he mitigated it by
promising to send only 30,000
troops rather than the 40,000 his
generals asked for.

Then he mitigated that some
more by saying that they’d only
be there for 18 months, at which
point we’d begin withdrawal.

But he sweetened that for the
other side by beginning the
surge earlier than had been
envisioned.

And for Mission Impossible
fans, he OK’d a plan to give more
money to the CIA to increase
air-strikes, send more spies to
Pakistan, and generally do more
of what the CIA does.

The Republican obstruction-
ists—oops! I repeat myself, sor-
ry—the Republicans in Congress
didn’t much like the plan. (And

DoNALD

KauL

wouldn’t otherwise owe.

This legislative oddball is the
result of an organized campaign
by some of the wealthiest heirs
of multimillion-dollar fortunes.

A few super-wealthy families,
who control giant corporations
like Mars Candy, Gallo Wines
and Wal-Mart, fund this anti-
estate tax campaign. Their lob-
byists teamed up with President
George W. Bush to push for the
nonsensical law that created the
current situation.

Those well-connected oppo-
nents are still calling for repeal
or reduction of the tax, rallying
under the banner of farmers and
small business owners.

The fact is that few people,
including farmers and small
business owners, pay the estate
tax. Fewer than 1 in 100 estates
will ever owe it.

The Congressional Budget
Office has found that very few
farmers and small business own-
ers leave behind multimillion-
dollar estates.

Nonetheless, past repeal efforts
have resulted in five cuts to the
estate tax since 2001.

Farmers are tired of being
abused as “poster children” for
the super-wealthy. In fact, many
small business owners and
farmers, including the National
Farmers Union, actively support
the estate tax.

They know a robust estate tax
will fund vital public services
that rebuild the middle class
and create more broadly shared
prosperity, providing them with
a key component of their busi-
nesses: customers.

The Senate is running out of
time to have a full debate this
year. Some in the Senate want to
further reduce the estate tax.

But cutting the estate tax again
would give a huge tax break to

the very same corporate execu-
tives and Wall Street specula-
tors, who wrecked the economy
and then paid themselves mul-
timillion dollar bonuses after
taxpayers bailed them out.

Instead of rushing into chang-
es they might later regret, the
smart thing would be for the
Senate to pass a one-year exten-
sion of 2009 law before the end of
this year.

Then Congress will have time
for a more meaningful debate
next year.

In 2011, the exemption on the
estate tax will be $2 million per
married couple and the rate will
be 55 percent on amounts over
the exemption.

With more time, Congress will
be able to figure out how to reach
a middle ground between the
2009 and 2011 estate tax laws.

The estate tax was established
in 1916 as a response to the vast
fortunes of railroading robber
barons in the 19th century. It has
helped to prevent the conce

ntration of wealth that weak-
ens democracy and the establish-
ment of a permanent American
aristocracy.

There’s a reason many wealthy
people, like Warren Buffett and
Bill Gates, Sr., support the estate
tax: It’s because they realize
there can be no private wealth
without public resources.

Congress needs to do right
by hard-working, middle-class
Americans and establish a
strong estate tax starting in 2010.

Lee Farris is the estate tax
policy coordinator for United
for a Fair Economy, a national
non-profit organization sup-
porting a movement for fair and
progressive taxation at the state
and federal levels as a means to
reduce economic inequality.
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éurgéWe’seen this before

if you’ve been paying attention
you’ll know that the Republicans
don’t like anything the president
proposes, fails to propose, says
or does. They don’t even like his
dog.)

They were fine with the more
troops part (although they would
have like to have gotten the
whole 40,000) but they couldn’t
stand the 18-month exit strategy.

It proved once again that if
Republicans have come to stand
for anything in these troubled
times, it’s endless war.

There’s no military sacrifice
too great for them, so long as the
full burden of that sacrifice falls
on others.

John McCain (to whom we
shall always be grateful for
giving us Sarah Palin) said he
feared the Taliban would simply
hide in caves for 18 months until
we went away, then come out
and take over the country again.
The proper exit strategy, he said,
is “success.”

And you wonder why he wasn’t
elected president. Such a subtle
mind.

The more liberal members of
Congress, Democrats all, hated
the speech as well. They want
out.

The speech didn’t fill me with
peacenik rage, but I did have the
disheartening sense that I'd seen
this movie before.

A president comes solemnly
before the American people to
announce an escalation in a war
he hadn’t asked for.

Victory remained the respon-
sibility of the people who lived
there — he said “We don’t intend
to do Asian boys’ fighting for
them”— but it was crucial that

they succeed. Our very freedom
depended on it.

Our fear back then wasn’t of
terrorist camps but dominoes.

If we lost in one place we’d lose
in the next, and then the next,
until the bad guys ruled the
world.

Never mind that our allies on
the ground were corrupt and
lacked the support of the people.
Never mind that the troops we
were supposed to be supporting
were incompetent and unwill-
ing to fight. Never mind that the
airstrikes we were so proud of
created more enemies than they
killed.

We were the United States of
America, and no two-bit Third
World country was going to
thumb its nose at us. What
would the neighbors think?

President Obama took great
pains to point out that Afghani-
stan isn’t Vietnam and that con-
flating them is “a false reading
of history.”

Perhaps, but the similarities
are compelling. And if Afghani-
stan isn’t Vietnam, neither is it
Iraq, where the “surge” strategy
seemed to work to our advan-
tage.

To me, the best part of the
Obama plan is the 18-month sell-
by strategy. We tell our Afghan
allies, “You’ve got a year-and-
a-half to get your act together,
fellas. After that, it’s sayonara.”

Not the greatest military strat-
egy I've ever heard of, but there
are no good strategies in this
miserable war.

Minuteman Media columnist
Donald Kaul lives in Ann Arbor,
Mich.
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Business Opportunity

LEGITIMATE, PROVEN WAY
to make thousands monthly at
home. Name our own hours.
Free report: ZLC, Dept.
61158B12 Call
1-800-943-7203.

Cemetery Lots

ONE CEMETERY lot for $1100
Trinity Memorial Park Garden

of Sharon. Present Value
$1840. Call (940)433-3144 or
email

vmewlw2 @ embargmail.com

Educational

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
FROM HOME. 6-8 weeks Ac-
credited. Payment Plan. FREE
Brochure. Call Now
1-800-264-8330
www.diplomafromhome.com
Benjamin Franklin High School.

Help Wanted

AMERICAN STATE bank is
seeking a self-motivated em-
ployee with excellent sales,
communications, and customer
service skills to work a flexible
part-time teller schedule. Credit
and criminal checks are part of
our application process. Apply
at 1411 Gregg Street.

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:

* Crew Tech

Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy.,
and pickup an application. No
phone calls please. Must have
a valid TX drivers license and
pass mandatory drug test &
background check.

CITY OF BIG SPRING
Police Officer
(Certified & Non-Certified)
Temporary Plant Operator
Communications Officer
Utility Service Worker
Maintenance Worker
Administrative Secretary

For more information go to
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346
COASTAL TRANSPORT
We are now hiring drivers to
deliver petroleum products in
and around surrounding areas
of the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat
and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer
experience
*Clean driving record
Please contact our office M-F
8am/5pm for more information
1-888-527-7221.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring 2 Full
time & 1 Part Time Sales and
Loan Representatives. Must
have High School/GED, pass
background & drug test. Apply
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $500.00
Weekly. Call after 7:00p.m.
(432)684-5418.

HOLIDAY WORK Earn up to
$150 per day Undercover
Shoppers needed to Judge Re-
tail & Dining Establishments
Experience Not Required Call
Now 1-800-568-8079.

IMMEDIATE OPENING,
Church Secretary First Baptist
Church, (Coahoma). Part-time,
morning hrs. Apply in person,
201 South Avenue, Coahoma.
Phone 432-394-4348.

JOURNEYMAN/ APPREN-
TICE Electrician. Must have
industrial and rigid pipe experi-
ence. Call (972)414-7028/ Fax
resume to (903)327-8460.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

Help Wanted

PARKVIEW NURSING and
Rehab is hiring for a Certified
Nurse Aide or will send right
person for Certification. Great
family working environment.
Apply at 3200 Parkway or
on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net

PARKVIEW NURSING and
Rehab now accepting applica-
tions for 6a-2p Dietary Aide.
Great working environment in a
family owned business. You
may apply in person at 3200
Parkway or on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net

PIZZA INN
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
MANAGEMENT  POSITIONS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS.

Items for Sale

RUSTIC WESTERN Star Furni-
ture; King Size Bed & Dress-
ers, Kitchen Table, 4 pc Enter-
tainment Center, Mirrored Hall
Tree, Coffee & End Tables.
Also have Kenmore Elite Stain-
less Steel Refrigerator, bottom
freezer. Call (432)270-3974 for
prices.

SHELLED PECANS in 1
pound packages for baking
$6.00 a pound. Also have fresh
Buffalo meat for sale. Please
call (432)263-8785 for more in-
formation.

Lost and Found

FOUND YORKIE/ Schnauzer
dog on FM 700 near Comet
Cleaners. Call (432)213-4366
to identify.

Real Estate for Rent

BUILDING FOR Rent @ 2908
North Birdwell Lane. Needs
some work. $250. per month
as is, $250. deposit and 1 year
lease. Please contact Lucy @
(432)263-5000 for more info.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 bdrm
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance,
Central Heat and Air, Pool with
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher.
Washer/ dryer connections.
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing
1,2 & 3 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking
No application fees
No credit checks
Senior Discounts
1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for following position in
the Big Spring area.

Meter Technician — Responsi-
ble for calibrating and maintain-
ing District’'s billing meters. As-
sists in repairing, and maintain-
ing communication equipment
including mobile radios and mi-
crowave communication equip-
ment, supporting the District's
SCADA system. Entry level
position, basic understanding
of electronic/electricity needed.
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer. Benefits include

health insurance, retirement
plans, and sick, vacation and
holiday leave.

Applications are required and
available at the District’s office,
400 E. 24TH Street, Big
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org.

REMODELED CARPENTERS
wanted. Experience a plus.
Call (432)517-2004.

SECRETARIAL POSITION.
Needing a friendly, outgoing
person for small office. Duties
to include greeting customers,
answering phones, bookkeep-
ing, and light secretarial skills.
Organizational skills a must.
Quickbooks a plus. Please
send resumes to: Resumes,
P.O. Box 2288, Big Spring TX
79721.

SECURITY OFFICERS Full &
Part Time. State License pre-
ferred. Call Ed Hearne, Fall
Creek Security
1-800-768-7117.

TEXAS NURSE
Connection, Ltd.

RN’ LVN'S CNA’s
NEEDED FOR ALL SHIFTS
(325)670-0090
Texasnurseconnection.com

Items for Sale

APEX SHOP/STORAGE Build-
ing $2375.00 OBO.
16'1x10'wx10’h, Too much to
list. Kenmore Side By Side
Refrigerator/Freezer Water/Ice
maker $400. OBO. GE Washer
$200. OBO. GE Dryer $300.
OBO. Contact Aaron for details
(817)694-3695.

FIREWOOD FOR Sale.
$275.00 per cord, $150.00 per
half cord. Call 432-213-5553.

FIREWOOD- SEASONED
Mesquite, Pecan & Oak
Delivered and Stacked

$330.00 per cord
$180.00 per 1/2 cord
Call (432)978-3328

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered
and Stacked. Call
325-648-2818, 512-913-8297
or 325-650-4544.

LOST KODAK digital camera
in form on the clinic at the VA
Hospital- Friday Morning
12/18/09. | am a DAV Call
432-466-1978.

LOST MIXED Pomeranian/
Jack Russell dog (male). Last
seen with collar and tags. Miss-
ing from North Wasson Drive
(Off Qil Mill Road). Please call

with any information
432-263-3659.
LOST POODLE (Black with

apricot on his face and feet)
Male. Last seen around Goliad
area. Call 432-264-1877.

Miscellaneous

COMPLETE BED, headboard,
metal bed frame, pillow top
mattress set. All brand new!!!
$299. 806-438-0081................
Bad mattress? KING SIZE pil-
low top mattress & foundation.
BRAND NEW!!, still in original
bag, GOOD DEAL!!! $260.
806-438-0081.......c0eevvveeennenn

SEASONED WOOD
Brady, Texas
Mesquite $120.00- cord
Oak $130.00- cord
Call (325)456-3447.

Mobile Homes

FOR SALE 3 Bedroom, 2 bath,
1064 Sqg. Ft.1983 Canyon Mo-
bile Home. Currently in Gail Tx.
Asking $4000.00 OBO. Has to
be moved by Jan. 1st. Call
Melissa  806-332-6020.  or
806-872-8131.

CHRISTMAS GIFT BORDER
COLLIE PUPPIES. Mom
red/white and training smart.
Father black/white from work-
ing bloodline. Several blue
eyed. Reserve yours today.
$100-$150. Call (432)466-1532
(432)466-1512.

Real Estate for Rent

1101 DOUGLAS. All electric,
water paid. Refrigerator, stove,
washer/dryer, Central Heat/Air.
Great View. $600. month,
$600. deposit. References. No
pets, prefer non-smoking. Call
(432)213-2319.

1504 B Wood. 2 bdrm, 1 bath
Duplex. All bills paid. $600.00
month, $500.00 deposit. Call
(432)212-3646.

2606 CHANUTE Drive, 3 bdrm,
1-1/2 bath, fenced yard, CH/A.
$785. month, $500. deposit.
One Year Lease Required. No
indoor pets. Call
(432)770-5656 Owner/ Broker.

All BILLS PAID
2 Bdrm, 1 bath
Apartment
with Cable
$699/month
Call (432)263-1252

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT
2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring
432-263-2292
Free Application Fee
111 $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm $350 month
Large 2 Bdrm $395 month
Security
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
December Special
2/1 Bdrm total move-in $299
Rent $399 with 6-mo lease
Studio $399/$150 deposit
(all bills paid on studio)

3/1 Bdrm $650/$300 deposit
FREE FITNESS CENTER
FREE WIRELESS INTERENT
PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

Real Estate for Sale

ACTION RESALES- Special-
izing in Manufactured Home
Resales in Leased-Lot Com-
munities. Looking for a place to
nest out of the cold?
www.actionresales.com
863-666-6961 or
863-660-4341.

FOR SALE BY OWNER:

2528 and 2530 Fairchild,
2,500 square feet duplex.
$499.00 down, $776.75 per

month. Call (432)270-8920 or
Home Realtors.

C¢VTE!

FOR SALE- 3/1- 1303 College
New Carpet, Easy Terms.
Owner will Finance for as Low
as $343. Call (325)277-4923.

GREAT FLORIDA Living Ac-
tive 55+ Communities through-
out Florida. Incredible Prices
on New Homes and FREE 42”
Plasma HDTV. 800-847-8953
11am-8pm EST
www.ARCinvestments.com

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida
Manufactured Home Magazine.
A guide to finding and buying a
manufactured home in the
Sunshine State. Call to request
your FREE copy today! Toll
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit
our
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com

NEWLY RENOVATED 4004

Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call
for info. 432-212-3646.

NICE ESTABLISHED neigh-
borhood- 1312 Sycamore, 3/2,

fenced backyard w/garage.
Nicely Landscaped.
$59,500.00. Owner Financing

or Cash. Call (512)940-5200,
(432)631-8100.

THE GOVERNMENT has a
One Time Discount in Buying a
2 thru 6 bedroom home. Bad
Credit OK, No Out of Pocket
Down Payment and Military
Discount. (432)263-3461 Rosa.

Real Estate for Sale

OAKVIEW
LAKES-FIVE-STAR Mobile
Home Community with $155.00
lot rent per month. New and
Resale Homes.
www.oakviewlakes.com
oakviewlakes @earthlink.com
1-800-284-8151.

OLD BRIDGE Village Adult
waterfront living located on the
Caloosahatchee River in beau-
tiful, sunny, Southwest Florida.
Visit our website
www.oldbridgevillage.net or
call us 800-676-3005.

OWNER FINANCE, $2,950.00
down, $535.78 month. 1403
Tucson in Big Spring. Call
agent 432-270-8920 or Home
Realtors.

- TAST!

OWNER FINANCE- 3 Bdrm, 1
bath. 1307 Mt. Vernon. As Low
as $343. with easy terms. Call
(325)277-4923.

NEW AD

OWNER FINANCE- 3/1 with
wood Floors on 1104 Pickens.
Easy Terms. Payment as low
as $343. Call (325)277-4923.

PALM BEACH County’s MOST
affordable Luxury in Florida!
Royal Manor Estates-Age Re-
stricted Community. Go to our
web site for video presentation
www.royalmanorestates.com
561-732-1050.

PLANTATION OAKS Gated,
active adult community, Live
the lifestyle you deserve NOW!
Homes starting in the 90’s. Lo-
cated in Flagler Beach FL
www.plantationoaks.com
1-800-844-5503.

RENEE’S RESALES Manufac-
tured Home Specialist Li-
censed & Insured Moile Home
Broker. Listings in 13 Commu-
nities in East Polk County Flor-
ida. 863-514-3425 or
863-852-3623
www.reneesresales.com

SUN HOMES & RV Resorts
Create the lifestyle you de-
serve. Sun RV Resorts offers
Affordable  Florida  Homes!
www.suncommunities.com Ft
Meyers Beach FL
1-800-610-9074.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No
Problem. Call (512)940-5200,
432-631-8100.

WEST WIND VILLAGE MO-
BILE HOME PARK, INC. Come
enjoy the Gulf and river water
activities. Golf Courses nearby.
Manatees spend winters here!
352-628-2090 email us at
wwvmph @ embargmail.com

WHISPERING PINES Manu-
factured Community located in
Central Florida. Close to Dis-
ney World, Shopping and
Medical Facility. We offer a
care free life style.
800-848-8119 or
1-407-847-8119 or Web site
www.whisperingpinesmhc.com

Services Offered

HDTV
Installation to toy assemble.
Computer setup and repair,
home theater, surveillance and
more. Call (432)816-5550 for
estimates, advice or appoint-
ment.

Vehicles

1968 CHEVELLE- $10,000.
Call after 3pm (432)466-3116.

Legals

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Sealed proposals addressed to Mr.
John Grant, General Manager of

the Colorado River Municipal
Water District, will be received at
the office of the Colorado River
Municipal Water District, P.O. Box
869, 400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring,
Texas 79721, until 3:00 PM,
Thursday, January 7th, 2010, for
the purchase of Employee Uni-
form Rental Service.

At this time and place the propos-
als will be publicly opened and
read aloud. Any bid received after
closing time will be returned un-
opened.

Specifications are available and
may be examined without charge in
the office of the Colorado River
Municipal Water District, 400 E.
24th Street, Big Spring, Texas

79720 during normal business
hours.
Inquiries  regarding  equipment

specifications are to be directed to
Cole Walker, P.E., Operations
Manager, telephone
(432)267-6341, email:
cwalker@crmwd.org.

#6363 December 17, 24, and 31,
2009

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Howard County Auditor will ac-
cept sealed bids until 10:00 A.M.
on January 8, 2010 for the follow-
ing:
The purchase on one (1) Used Die-
sel Powered Tandem Drive Motor-
grader to be used for maintenance
of County Roads.
Specifications may be obtained in
the Auditor's Office, 300 S. Main,
Room 203, Big Spring, TX or by
calling (432)264-2210.
Bids will be presented to the Com-
missioners’ Court at 10:00 A.M. on
January 11, 2010 for their consid-
eration.
The Court reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids.
#6368 December 24 & 31, 2009

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Howard County Auditor will ac-
cept Food Service Proposals for
the Howard County Jail until 10:00
A.M. on January 8, 2010.
For information contact Mike Daw-
son at the County Jail at
(432)264-2244.
Submit proposals to the Auditors
Office at 300 S. Main St.,, Room
203 or P.O. Box 1949, Big Spring,
TX79721.
Bids will be presented to the Com-
missioners’ Court at 10:00 A.M. on
January 11, 2010 for their consid-
eration.
The Court reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids.
#6369 December 24 & 31, 2009

DON'T PAY

to find work before
you get the job. For
free information
about avoiding
employment service
scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,
Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information
Center, 800-876-7060.

5 Easy Ways To Place Your Ad In The Big Spring Herald Classifieds!

By Phone...
263-7331

By Fax...
264-7205

In Person...
710 Scurry

By e-mail...
classifieds@
BigSpringHerald.com

By Mail...
P.0. Box 1431
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Merry, Merry

hristmas

t is the most
Icelebrated holiday

of the year; the day
we celebrate the birth
of Jesus Christ. Amidst
all the presents, holiday
lights, tasty meals,
family and friends, let
us not forget the true
meaning
of Christ-
mas. “For
unto us a
Child is
born, unto
us a Son is
given; and
the govern-
ment will
be upon His
shoulders.
And His name will
be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.”

This verse contains a
reference to one of the
great, incomprehensible
truths in the Bible;
the incarnation — “a
Child is born, a Son is
given” — God becoming
human. The newborn
baby was called
“Mighty God, and His
purpose was to change
the world. Thirty-three
years later, He would
die on an old rugged
cross for the sins of
mankind.

What an assignment
He was given, but He
never once complained.
Today He sits at the
right hand of God. He
is fully Son, fully Holy
Spirit, and fully God,
all three in one. He is
in total control and He
is just waiting for the
Father to tell Him when
to come and gather His
family home. What an
awesome event that will
be!

It is amazing how
quickly our lives
can change from
the excitement of
Christmas to the
mundane routine of
every day living. As
2009 comes to an end,
most of us will look
back and remember
many things that have
happened since the
year began. Situations
and circumstances
that concerned us
last January may be
a distant memory
today, while blessings,
challenges and
opportunities that we
didn’t think possible a
few months ago have
suddenly appeared to
motivate us.

Life is full of change,
but we are not to
focus on the changes
that causes us to feel
insecure or discouraged
about the future. As we
think about the events
of this past year, we
should be encouraged,
as most often it is the
ups and downs, the
valleys and mountains
that God uses to mature
us, and He remains
absolutely faithful
through it all.

God is our stability
and security. He
promised to never leave
us alone to face life with
all its problems. He is
our unchanging Lord,
and will always be there

JERRIE

STOCKS

for us. We should base

our confidence fully on
Him because He never
fails to accomplish His
purpose, Joshua 21:45-

23:14.

Our God remains
consistent and steadfast
regardless of how
uncertain our lives may
appear. Time has no
effect on Him, and our
circumstances never
confuse Him or take
Him by surprise. He has
always been in control
and remains in control
of everything that
takes place on planet
Earth. That knowledge
alone should give us
an assurance that all is
well, as long as we keep
Him as our focus.

If you are facing
challenging situations
and wonder how you
will get through them,
remember that God is
on your side. Put your
trust completely in Him
and experience His
unshakable peace. Be
assured that God hears
your prayers and He
will guide you if you
listen for His directions.
God knows how to lead
you in ways that are
absolutely perfect for
your situation. When
your eyes are on Him
and you are walking
in the center of His
will, you will not be
distracted by anything
that could get you off
track. Proverbs 3:5-6
tells us to “Trust in the
Lord with all your heart
and do not lean on your
own understanding.

In all your ways
acknowledge Him and
He will direct your
paths.”

Once you set your
faith to believe God, you
must take one step of
faith after another until
your destiny is reached.
We are ordinary people
called to affect the
world in extraordinary
ways.

As you recall the
events of 2009, consider
how faithful your
heavenly Father has
been. He undoubtedly
brought you through
many difficult
situations and He will
walk you through many
more. He is not about
to leave you now; that
is not the heart of God.
Remember, He will
always be there to lift
you up and encourage
you because He knows
your best days with
Him are just ahead.

Have a Merry, Merry
Christmas. God Bless.

» Church News

Chapel of Faith

You are invited to at-
tend Chapel of Faith
church, located at the
corner of E. 14th Street
and Goliad, as we learn
more about God’s word
and His love for each of
us.

There will be a Christ-
mas Eve candlelight
service with holy com-
munion at 6:30 p.m. The
service will include
special music and a de-
votional service. Every-
one is invited.

Sunday services are
at 10:30 a.m. each week.
Pastor Scott Willis’ mes-
sage this Sunday will be
“New Life in Christ,”
based on scripture from
Colossians 3:12-17. Pas-
tor Joel Miller will be
preaching Jan. 3.

As we celebrate this
Christmas season, re-
member God loves each
of us with a love so
great He sent His son to
die for our sins, that we
might live for Him now
and with Him eternally.
We encourage you to at-
tend the church of your
choice. However, if you
are looking for a church
home, we invite you to
visitthe Chapel of Faith.
You will be warmly wel-
comed.

First United
Methodist

It’s Christmas Eve
and this evening, begin-
ning at 6, down at First
Methodist Church there
will be a spirit-filled ser-
vice. So before you open
the gifts or fill the stock-
ings, come to Fourth
and Scurry.

It’s a family tradition
that as families gather
from near and far they
gather to praise God
for the gift of His Son.
There will be beautiful,
familiar Christmas mu-
sic, lighting of that spe-
cial candle in the center
of the Advemt wreath
and Pastor Sharon Wi-
ese will bring the ser-
mon entitled “The Gift
of Jesus.”

We will observe open
communion during this
special time and at the
close of the service as
lights dim and our own
candles are lit, we go out
into the crisp evening
singing “Silent Night.”
It’s the perfect begin-
ning for such a Holy
Day. You are invited to
the celebration.

On Sunday, at both
the 8:30 a.m. and 10:50
a.m. services of wor-
ship, Pastor Wiese will
bring a message entitled
“A Gift Worth Receiv-
ing,” based on scripture
readings from Samuel,
Psalms and Luke. There
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JustIn Time

Only
For The Holiday! sz I

available at

510 Scuri

Heritage Museum

267-8255

will be no Sunday eve-
ning activities for the
remainder of the holi-
days.

Astheyearcomestoan
end, we begin the plans
for anew and promising
2010. Print-outs which
include committees,
committee assignments
and lay leadership des-
ignations can be found
on a table in the sanctu-
ary foyer.

Financial books and
reports will close Dec.
31.We ask that you go
prayerfully into the
New Year and count the
many blessings that are
yours each day in this
wonderful country.

During this Holy Sea-
son the folks at First
Methodist send Merry
Christmas greetings as
well as special love and
good wishes for the com-
ing year to each of you.
If you are searching for
a church home come
give us a try at our last
service of the year or
our first or anytime in
between.

We are First Method-
ist, located in the heart
of downtown Big Spring,
where families grow in
Christ.

Baptist Temple

We are in holiday
mode this weekend in
order to allow our peo-
ple to spend time with
family and friends. This
Sunday we will have
only Sunday school at
9:45 a.m. and morning
service at 11 a.m. Cal
Westerhof, director of
the Hospitality House
in Big Spring, will be
our guest speaker. We
will not have evening
service on that day. We
will have Wednesday
evening activities Dec.
30.

Our weight-loss sup-
port group SPEED
(Shedding Pounds Ea-
gerly Every Day) is tak-
ing a Christmas break
and will resume meet-
ing on Tuesdays begin-
ning Jan. 5.

We are temporarily
postponing our 12-Step
Recovery group that
meets on Tuesdays at
6:30 p.m. due to Dean
Thomas’s (director of
the group) surgery, but
will start this group
again after the New
Year.
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For more information,
call 267-8287 or check us
out on the Web at btcbig-
spring.org.

First
Presbyterian,

Coahoma

The friendly folks
at First Presbyterian
Church, Coahoma in-
vite anyone to come and
worship with us. We
meet at 11 a.m. Sunday
to share the scriptures,
sing, pray and worship,
led by Commissioned
Lay Pastor Tom Koger.

Tom continues to lead
aBible study, along with
Big Spring’s new pas-
tor, Craig Holstedt, on
the week’s lectionary in

the library of First Pres-
byterian, Big Spring, on
Wednesday at 5:17 p.m.

Last Sunday following
worship, we elected Hel-
en Shive and Bob Hicks
as elders for the Class of
2012.

The next Frolic will
be Saturday, Jan. 16, at
7p.m.

We will have a Christ-
masEveworshipservice
at 11 p.m. to welcome
Christmas Day. Please
come and bring your
family and friends. The
lectionary for Christ-
mas Eve is Isaiah 9:2-7;
Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14;
and Luke 2:1-20.

See CHURCH, Page 7A

400 E. Marcy Dr.

208514

You can’t
fill that
emptly space
with
fruitcake.

The Rev. Barbara Kirk-Norris, Rector,
and the congregation of St. Mary the Virgin
Episcopal Church invite you to
spend Christmas with us.

Christmas Eve worship at 10:30 p.m.
and Christmas Day at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m.

1001 S. Goliad, P.O. Box 2949, Big Spring, TX

The Episcopal Church

welcomes you

.
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507 W. FM 700
4322678223
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$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331

to place your ad today!!

VISA

AC & EATING seouners N cowca X coceere R cowcaimt

Johnson Heating Conditioning
Rir & Sheet Metal

« Servicing All Heating Units

* All Sheet Metal Work Including
Duct Work

* Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating Units
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th - 263-2980

I ' G D GEEED GEE5ED

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Since 1947

+ 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles
+ 20,000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage
Spe0|allze in late model quality auto

pForta|gn and domestic parts for cars,
trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports
utility vehicles

Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.
1511 Hwy 350¢(432) 263-5000

Lyssy Eskel
50rd- Bag-$6.75

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring
(43%) 263-5963

“ Big Dog Grooming
GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

Let us pamper your
Pet!
301 N. Sgt. Paredez

Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855
Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
and HOURS:
Ana Rangel Bacza ~ 7:00 am - 6:00 pm
Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES = ALL BREEDS

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600

W% Rhino Linings
THE SpRAYED-ON LINER

26941

CONCRETE WORK

Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons

Concrete
(432) 816-6561

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection
621 Sgt. Paredez

P

J. T. Builders

All Kinds Of
Remodeling * Drywall
Ceramic Tile  Electrical
Plumbing ¢ Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

T /&y JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.
N RTTT— All types of

] !|',, l fences, tile fence
& repairs.
Concrete work, carports,
stucco work
All work guaranteed
Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner

261-57114

17098

26831

(s
FLECIRIC

Mﬁﬁfﬁﬁf@{gﬁn License #173630
Texas Hlectrical {1 nce 125496

Phone: (432) 264-6261

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions,
Drywall Hanging & Finishing,
Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

can 263-8284 or 210-3282

200419

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Residential- Commercial- Repair-Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES

Remodeling-Room Additions
Custom Cabinets-Custom Decks
Doors-Windows-Tile-Metal Roofing
Minor Electrical and Plumbing
Custom Flooring (Woodl11le)

Kitchen and Bath Spec|

432-517-2004

” ENTRY DOORS/
w &mmzm o HOME REPAIR GARAGE
we no It AllY Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths. DOORS/OPENERS
Resi dential_&czn mercial Interior & Exterif)r Painting Remodgling « Contractor
Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall, Our Specialty Repaired/Remodeled
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical Add On's . Refinishing
AC, Roofs, New Additions Garage Door Repair Kitchen & Bath Specialist
Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep FREE ESTIMATES BOB'S cus-rom
Phone: 432-816-3832 Randy Smith-Owner WOODWORK
Cell: 432-816-3832 (432) 816-3030 409E.3RD  267-5811

C AELECTRICAL
&
CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER
caelectric74@yahoo.com

(432) 466-1245
Taking care of all of your
electrical needs
TECL#25950 24 hour service

Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

HOME IMPROVEMENT

17296

Ron's Construction
Bath, Kitchen, Home Remodeling,
Painting, Repairs, Tile, Drywall,
Cabinets, Countertops, Storage
Buildings, Patios.

Free Estimates

(432) 213-1686

200939

Westex Telecom
High Speed DSL

OR
Dial-Up Internet Access

Local
Customer Service

268-8800 /

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST INBIG SPRING

* Residential - Commercial
+ChainLink + Metal
+ Dog Kennels

«Cedar

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101NW 2nd St.  Big Spring, TK

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

JNYA

N 2 /‘/\ Y
LAY N
W,« N

i

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

W\C‘—Tw J
J.T. West Texas ‘
. Fence & Welding ~_
Garden City, Texas
|
Wood Fence « Metal Fence 3
Pipe Fence + Pipe Corrals
- Barbed Wire Fence » Net Wire Fence
Free Estimates ;%

00921

oL

Home (432) 354-2513
Cell: (432) 466-1715
Big Spring (423) 263-4858
Ster 1ng City (325) 378-3077 =

<ty

FULLMOON, INC.

Complete Home Care & Repair
Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.

INSURED « BONDED
FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943

174561

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENTS YOUR AD

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-1331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

BIG SPRING

Top Notch Landscaping

Landscape design « Swimming pools
Ponds « Irrigation  Rockscaping

Landscape lighting e

Complete lawn care

Paverss Brick & stones,Patios.& walkways
Complete tree service « Retaining walls
Commercial & Residential

(432) 213-0031

Free Estimates

PEST CONTROL

Fall Cleanup * Hauling
Tilling e Tree Trimming
* Clean Out Storage Buildings
e Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

201332

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441
War 7, Woore
2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swalpc.com

Timmy D's Roofing
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof
Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat

FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835

Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.
For Tree Trimming
and removal.

Call
Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

169761

J. Hutiepce
==0REA\TY

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa lordan
432.816.5490

TacHall
806.544.9211

Janet Higgins
432.213.5454

Pat Rutledge
432.270.7706

Pat Hardison
mes  432.270.8277

Bl

"FULLMOON, INC.

ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured * Bonded
$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Four Seasons
Insulation 8 Siding

Wall Insulatlon
Thermal
Replacement

ﬂall 264-8610

31610

Hids Can Sew

Uniquely Yours
Custom Embroideny (Ind Seuwing
Girls and
\ Boy's
; (Ages 6 and Up)

Licensed
Kids Can Sew
Instructor

Bobbi King
(432) 261-1296

‘.‘—__

‘{?‘ can Sew

\ s Fastion DESE®
~ -

-~ -

202183

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231

Family Owned Business
For 51 Yrs.

16038

web designing and hosting
www.bondwebs.com

Lane Bond
2605 Ann Drive
Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 263-4033

(432) 213-0391 cell
lane@bondwebs.com

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600

26942

Solar Gaurd
Window Tint
5 year limited
warranty

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD




6A

T

Bic SPRING HERALD
hursday, December 24, 2009

Edward Jones

Buddy Everett

Investment Representative

410 E. FM 700 Suite C

Big Spring, TX 79720

Bus. 432-263-0460 Toll Free 877-263-0461
Toll-free fax 866-462-8412 Home 432-268-9742
www.edwardjones.com

31769

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

“SERVING HOWARD COUNTY FOR OVER 75 YEARS”
CLOSING & ESCROW SERVICES « TITLE INSURANCE
ABSTRACTS OF TITLE

Howard County Abstract & Title Co.
106 WEST 3RD STREET
BIG SPRING, TEXAS 79720

BONNIE FRANKLIN
OWNER

15629

(432) 263-1782
(432) 267-2169

Myers & Smith
Funeral Home
& Chapel

301 E. 24th
Big Spring, TX

15711

267-8288

15710

“WE BUILD”
Kiwanis Club of Big Spring

(H-E-B)

2000 SOUTH GREGG
263-3000
BIG SPRING, TEXAS

15707

Telephone Long Distance
High Speed Internet

711 Scurry . W. Bus. 20
263-0091 Telecom 756-3826
Big Spring Local Customer Senvice  Stanton

Mgr. - Roanna Rodriguez

15708

2311 Gregg St.

Paint & Body

30 Years - Same Location

263-6663

15699

Flexible Hours

264-6528
821 W. 4th Big Spring, TX

www.shotgunmax.com
Maxwell Green
Buy ¢ Trade ¢ Sell

432-263-0395 or 263-4720
702 Johnson, Big Spring, TX
FFLD

15698

God offers his peace to you.

A peace that will “guard your

hearts and minds as you live
in Christ Jesus.

(Philippians 4:7)

“If God is for us, who can
ever be against us?”

The presence of God tilts the
scales of security forever
in our direction.

(Romans 8:31)

SAUNDERS OiL EQUIPMENT

ALL TYPES OF ;
SUCTION HOSES
AND

DISCHARGE
HOSES
P.0. BOX 1787 803 E. 2ND STREET
BIG SPRING, TEXAS 79721

DWIGHT PERKINS PHONE (432) 263-4100
OWNER FAX: (432) 263-4107

HYDRAULIC
HOSES & FITTINGS
PUMPS

15626

Finst

Bank of West Texas

Member FDIC
www.fbwt.com

Big Spring Big Spring Coahoma
267-1113 466-0000  394-4256

DARYL RICH

OILFIELD ELECTRIC CONTRACTOR, INC.
509 N. Tubb Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720-0610

T

TravelCenters of America

HWY 87 & 1-20 Big Spring, TX 79720
Phone 432-264-4444 Fax 432-263-0418
e-mail gm.ta230@tatravelcenters.com

31744

22901

23190

Tim Walsh

MANAGER

WAL*MART
SUPERCENTER

Phone: 432 267 3363
FAX: 432 267 4123

23187

Store 513
201 WEST MARCY
BIG SPRING TX 79720

by

Dernectony
St. Paul Lutheran Church
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K. C. Steaks & Seafood, Inc.
(432) 263-1651

Fred L. Green P.0.Box 830 &
Manager Big Spring, Tx 79721

P71 a0a E. Fm 700

(COWBOYS

Steakhouse & Restaurant

STEAKS ¢ SEAFOOD ¢ CHICKEN
OPEN 7 DAYS * 11 A.M. - 9 P.M.
BUFFET SUN.-FRI. 11 A.M. - 2 P.M.

15628

261-1163

This Devotional and Directory is made possible by these

businesses who encourage all of us to attend

__ADVENTIST i CATHOLIC [l MESSIANIC CONGREGATION

worship services

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST HOLY TRINITY
4319 Parkway ~ 267-5381 CATHOLIC PARISH
610 S. Main 432-714-4930

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4th & Lancaster 267-7971
TEMPLO BELEN FIRST CHRISTIAN
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 911 Goliad 517-4821
2205 GOLIAD 2672111 ANDERSON STREET CHURCH
BAPTIST Green & Anderson  263-2075
AIRPORT BAPTIST
1208 Frazier St.  263-7451 BIRDWELL LANE CHURCH
BAPTIST TEMPLE OF CHRIST
400 11th Place 267-8287 11th Place
BEREA BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST
4204 Wasson Rd. 267-8438 14th & Main
BIRDWELL LANE BAPTIST COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
1512 Birdwell Lane 311 N. 2nd
CALVARY BAPTIST
1200 W. 4th. 263-4242 SAND SPRINGS CHURCH
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST
5108 Nichols Rd., Big Spring, TX Nine Miles East of B.S. on
432-398-5469 Thomas Rd.
(Elbow Community)
COLLEGE BAPTIST WEST HIGHWAY 8)
. CHURCH OF CHRIST
1105 Birdwell Lane  267-7429 3900 W. Hwv. 80 967-6483
Gateway BAPTIST - HWY )
Gatesville Street 263-4883 CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY
EAST FOURTH BAPTIST 15th & Dixie
401 gf’stftsthE BAPTIT FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
FIRST BAPTIST HOLY MISSION
Knott 302 E. 11th Place 439-270-1566
FIRST BAPTIST McGEE MEMORIAL CHURCH OF
201 South Ave., Coahoma GOD IN CHRIST
FIRST BAPTIST 1000 N.W. 3rd 267-6605
Sand Springs 393-5565 NEW LIFE
FIRST MEXICAN 204 NW 10th 264-0771
T01N.W. 5th POWERHOUSE OF GOD IN CHRIST
FORSAN BAPTIST CHURCH 1311 Goliad
201 W. Main 4572342
HILLCREST BAPTIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
2000 IV(ZL%ZO% AUTISZT(?EG% CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
CENTRAL 1803 W 2634411
2105 Lancaster S, 267-3396 4s50n '
IGLESIA BAUTISTA LA FE _
408 State Street 267-7512 EPISOPAI'
LUTHEN BETHEL BAPTIST ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL
Gail Rt. 1001 Goliad 267-8201
E.1-20 2636274
MORNING STAR BAPTIST SPRING TABERNACLE
403 Trades 1209 Wright St.

MT. BETHEL BAPTIST
630 Sgt. Paredez 263-4069

PRAIRIE VIEW BAPTIST KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH'S
Farm Mkt. Rd. 2230 WITNESSES
PRIMERA BAUTISTA MISSION 1500 Wasson Rd.

Beit Mid Rash Torrah
GOD'S CHURCH
1905 Scurry 915-239-4080 432-935-0341

BAKER'S CHAPEL AME METHODIST
911 North Lancaster ~ 267-7158
COAHOMA UNITED METHODIST
Main at Central
FIRST UNITED METHODIST
400 Scurry 267-6394
NORTH BIRDWELL LANE
UNITED METHODIST
2702 N. Birdwell 263-2536

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1400 Lancaster

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CHRIST COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
1008 Birdwell Lane ~ 263-5683
Bilingual Services ~ 6:00 p.m.
CORNERSTONE/COVENANT
T06E. 12th  264-0015
LIGHTHOUSE RESTORATION

CENTER
604 E. 13th St. 264-0043
LIFE CHURCH
600 EAST FM 700 263-7714
FAMILY FAITH VICTORY
CENTER, INT.

3401 E. 11th PL. & FM 700 267-6001
Samuel A. Segundo, Jr., Pastor
SPRING OF LIFE CHURCH
Johnnie Sevey, Pastor
400 E. 21st  267-8658
Iglesia de Cristo
Anderson y Green St.
432-553-5559
HOUSE OF HOPE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Rev. Floyd Green, Jr., Pastor
200 W. 17th  325-726-5900 « Colorado City, TX

CIRCUIT RIDER COWBOY CHURCH
Livestock Sale Barn 500 N. Birdwell Ln.

CHAPEL OF FAITH
401 E. 14th

THE PENTECOSTALS OF
BIG SPRING
Jesus Name UPC
1004 Locust 432-263-0050

PRESBYTERIAN

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
701 Runnels 263-4211
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

205 N. 1st Coahoma

JEHOUAWITNESS O omheR

THE SALVATION ARMY
811 West 5th  267-8239

TOLLETT ALL FAITH CHAPEL

263-0181
= 7 OFF: (432) 267-5504
Indegendent FAX: 267-3618
Instrance RES.: 263-4640
Agemd
Ray E. & Barbara Kennedy
PARKS rayk@parksinsurance.com
AGENCY 900 MAIN « P.O. BOX 230 g
INC. BIG SPRING, TX 79721 8

LARTEE

NC
31618

Stan & Sue Partee

(432) 263-0632 « Fax: (432) 263-6449 « Cell: (432) 270-4003
110 West 22nd Street « Big Spring, TX 79720

. H&R BLOCK’ tax, mortgage and financial services

1512 5. Gregg

Big Spring, TX 79720

Tel 432263 1931 Fax 432 263 1402
jrichmond@hrblock.com www.hrblock.com

31753

Graumanns Inc

Specializing In
OIL FIELD PUMP & ENGINE SERVICE
Founded by A. A. (GUS) GRAUNIANN
304 Austin
267-1626

Www.graumanns.com

15697

Burrito Express

"

D1 W Open 6am-2pm P[]
132-260-9116 [T PENR 437-264-6341
Specializing In Breakfast Burrito

Barbacoa e Fajitas ® Asado
Menudo on Sat. At 3101 W. Hwy. 80

<
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Alternators

Regulators Solenoids
Generators Starters
Big Spring Auto Electric, Inc.

o

& <

Before After =

Drives

3313 E. 1-20, P.0. Box 1405, Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 263-4175

Seie Nalley-Pickle & Welch
Funeral Home & Crematory
906 S. Gregg Street
Big Spring, Texas 79720

432-267-6331
www.npwelch.com

15694

<%y THE HARLEY-DAVIDSON

SHOP
U «0LDEST DEALERSHIP IN TEXAS”

908 W. 3RD ST. HWY. 80
263-2322 BIG SPRING, TEXAS

HOWARD & MARIJO WALKER

15705

Femember this: “Sod showed
bis yrea/ love ﬁ)r us gy
sen%hy Chirist to dre /for us

while we were still sinners.”

/ Komans 5:8 /
FEED & SEED FERTILIZER
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS

Farm Supply, Inc.
Ronnie & Diane Wood

15703

263-3382 Lamesa Highway

May your roots go down deep into the soil
of God's marvelous love. And may you
have the power to understand, as all God's
people should, how wide, how long, how
high, and how deep his love really is.

Ephesians 3:17-18

Compass

1003 E. FM 700 « Big Spring, TX 79720
Phone: (432) 263-5999
Facsimile: (432) 263-9998

Guiding You On Your Final Journey

27568]

T01N.W. 5th 2631139 Big Spring State Hospital
FRIMITIVE BAPTIST | LUTHERAN | FRIENDS OF UNITY
SALEM BAPTIST ALIVE IN CHRIST : :
01d Colo. Cit LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS TEMPLO CENTRO DE ALABANZA
: : 2805 Lynn 267-2594 agnolia
Sprlng Creek Fellowshlp GRACE FELLOWSHIP
TRIﬁzT%fgéHST o1 PAULLUTHER SPlg?ﬁIg}%%%eEI?g%)LZEZ)-%gg%IP
810 Scurr 267-7163
1701 E. FM 700 267-6344 y 501 Birdwell Lane (College Park Shopping Ctr.)
Lamun - Lusk - Sanchez Big Spring Herald
Texas State Veterans Home
1809 North Highway 87 710 Scurry
Phone 432-268-VETS (8387) 2 263-7332
Big Spring, T 79720-0793 § . .
= p;;?f 43; 225_1987 www.bigspringherald.com
‘managed by Senior Dimensions, Inc., a Member of Sears Methodist Retirement System,Inc.

% ﬁ](g?]m'§ One Beautiful Place
%
Big Spring Mall

Big Spring, Tx.

(432) 267-6335

15691

é;@[lﬂm')][][][][‘,f][][][][][][][][][]

www.harrislumber.homeappliances.com

t ARRIS LUMBER & HARDWARE, INC.

LUMBER + HARDWARE + BUILDING SUPPLIES - APPLIANCES + ELECTRONICS

1515 E. FM 700
267-8206

15700

Big Spring, Tx.

@ s
suddenlink

31773 Life Connected™

Cable ¢ Internet * Phone
2006 Birdwell Lane » 267-3821

Formerly Cox Communications

Sherry Wegner Agency

“Specializing in Crop & Rangeland Insurance”

Life & Health - Homeowners
www.swcia.com

267-2555

1902 N. Hwy. 87 * Big Spring

27539
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“NOU CAN GO AHEAD AN’ BRING ME SOME CLOTHES.
THAT ALWAYS MAKES MY MOM HAPPY.”

12-24

©2009 Bil Keane, Inc.

Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Listen! | think | heard eight

tiny reindeer!”

I'LL BET I'M THE ONLY
PERSON IN THE WORLD
WHO GOT STUCK
WORKING LATE ON
CHRISTMAS EVE

I
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SHOVEL . |° o ° 9 NoT MEssIN . opera “Aida” had its world pre- Recording company executive

- SHoveL AROUND THIS Thls Date miere in Cairo, Egypt. Mike Curb is 65. Rock singer-

YEAR, EH 7

MAKE SURE
TRATKID'S
STOCKING
15 FILLED
WITH COAL

In History

Today is Thursday, Dec. 24,
the 358th day of 2009. There are
7 days left in the year. This is

Christopher “Kit” Carson was
born in Madison County, Ky.

On this date:

In 1524, Portuguese naviga-
tor Vasco da Gama — who had
discovered a sea route around
Africa to India — died in
Cochin, India.

In 1814, the War of 1812 offi-

In 1943, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt appointed Gen.
DwightD. Eisenhower supreme
commander of Allied forces as
part of Operation Overlord.

In 1951, Gian Carlo Menotti’s
“Amahlandthe Night Visitors,”
the first opera written specifi-

passages from the Old
Testament Book of Genesis
during a Christmas Eve tele-
cast.

In 1980, Americans remem-
bered the U.S. hostages in Iran
by burning candles or shining
lights for 417 seconds ,Al one
second for each day of captivi-
ty

musician Lemmy (Motorhead)
is 64. Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala.,
is 63. Actor Grand L. Bush is 54.
Actor Clarence Gilyard is 54.
Actress Stephanie Hodge is 53.
Afghanistan President Hamid
Karzai is 52. Rock musician Ian
Burden (The Human League) is

° NN — 0 i .. . . .
L\\JV/M}\;T CI}Il:ls(icma}s EveH‘ hlight in CcAly for television, was first 52. Actor Anil Kapoor is 50.
Capyright 2009 - Crealors.com _ww johaHantstudios.com I} Hisg)r?[y s 18hiig M proadcast by NBC. Actor Wade Williams is 48.
y In 1968, the Apollo 8 astro- Designer Kate Spade is 47. Rock
WIZARD OF ID On Dec. 24, 1809, lggendary nauts, orbiting the moon, read singer Mary Ramsey (10,000
American frontiersman

Maniacs) is 46. Actor Mark
Valley is 45. Actor Diedrich
Bader is 43. Actor Amaury
Nolasco is 39. Singer Ricky
Martin is 38. Author Stephenie
Meyer (“Twilight”) is 36.
“American Idol” host Ryan

Seacrest is 35.
® 2009 The Associated Press.

S~ g}[ilei ;ggegri‘?:inﬂslf nggi:ﬁg in 1994, militants hijacked an Answer to previous puzzle
Treaty of Ghent in Belg fum Air France Airbus A-300 at the F]A[R[E TIA[R[E
In }1,851 fire devastited 'the Algiers airport, three passen- 3 1 l\lilll3 ﬁ g
. ’ - gers were slain during the siege
Library of Congress in y 0 E TES
Washington, D.C., destroying bgfore all four hijackers were R g IXIM 5
GRANDMA, T FOUND THERE'S A BALDING LADY WITH SHE'SJUST about 35,000 volumes. killed by French commandos BJA[D|L Clo[L[E
A VERY DISADVANTAGED LIMITED TEETH CAMPED (N AN WATCHING THEM In 1865, several veterans of Marsel,lle two days later. AS|IF HIO/SIE
, FAMILY TO HELP. OLD MAILTRUCK BEHIND THE UNTIL HER SISTER ’ Today’s Birthdays:  [L[E[E[R 1[RIEIN
) c the Confederate Army formed a :
7 DUMPSTER AT THE GRACERY.. : private social club in Pulaski Songwriter-bandleader Dave S gg gl £
: \WTHERE ARE TWO KIDS, T0. Tenn., called the Ku Klux Lortnolomew is 89, Author Mg R ~ B
L ) — : Klan. Mary Higgins Clark is 82.  [AlRITIEIL TITIER
[l ; ’ . .,. Federal health administrator  [W[I|N[C[E C|A[N[E
2 : In 1871, Giuseppe Verdi’s Anthony S. Fauci is 69. NATTY UIS/SIR

_MAKING THE GRADE by David W. Cromer
Newsday Crossword Edited b¥/ Stanley Newman

www.stanxwords.com
ACROSS 67 Golf-scorecard 12 From that time 45 Pops
WE YO COULD START BY 1 “Get realV” standards 13 Villainous look 46 Est.-tax
HAVE A LOT TUANKING ME FOR ALL 5 Hugo or Tony 68 Bare minimum 21 Small amounts recipient
TO BE TAANKAUL THE THANKLESS THINGS 10 Football play ~ 69 Sans tread 22 Pharmaceutical 47 Postgraduate
14 Ye __ Shoppe watchdog org. work
15 Madrid man DOWN 25 High-calorie 49 Ne'er-do-well
16 Victor’s 1 Yahoo! rival 26 She: Fr. 50 Jazz pianist
declaration 2 Hog-trough 27 Insult, Chick
17 Entertainer filler informally 51 Exterior
Falana 3 Not working 29 Of a sense 53 Turn away
18 Carpentry joint 4 Like 30 Floral ring from
19 Narrow street daredevils 31 Myanmar 55 Title for a
20 Term forapol 5 American neighbor 40 Down
—n 23 Folk history Fur Company 33 Jabbers 56 What an
m@ AGLIOE, A A MOUNTAN 24 Dissuade founder 35 Restore to orchestra
SCOOTER, A GPS, BIKE. A Wii, 25 Returnto zero, 6 Handled health tunes to
ANASA SPACE- ANPOD. maybe garden 36 Diner 57 Broad bean
SUT, APLASMA- AN iPHONE... 28 Buck invaders desserts 58 Forum garb
-, SCREENTV.. 32 “And how!” 7 Part of AD 37 Former Fords 59 Plant place,
_ 34 Soup veggie 8 It's overhead 39 So-so mark perhaps
\ £} 35 Sgt.’s 9 First Bond film 40 Blueblood 63 Marge and
~ X % subordinate 10 Thieve 41 Permanent or Homer'’s
’@%ﬂ/ 7 (% 38 Many-plaintiff 11 Be patient for frosting neighbor
——T ) WY 4 case =
42 Do tailoring 1 12 3 |3 5 16 [7 |8 |9 11 [12 |13
SNUFFY SMITH 43 Kennedy 14 15
THAR'S AN OL’ SAYIN', KIDS-- |} WE'VE NEVER Library
“GOOD THINGS COME IN ¢] LIKED THAT'UN ! architect 17 18
: heights
45 Divide in two
48 Sanctify
49 Use elbow
grease
52 Sanctity
o symbol
wiww kingfeatures.com | § = X‘,- ) 54 What
BEETLE BAILEY happened
d >/\ ¢ I THINK, BUT IF T COULD 60 "Fine
THEREFORE TALK,1'D BE subjects
I AM! “THE MAN” 61 Put down,
in a way
62 Bring together
64 Run into
65 Spacecraft on
Mars
66 Stare at
O b K Eois Sy o Word st s CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2009 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.coM 12/24/09
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“Twas the night
before Christmas

€ as the night

before Christmas

more than two
thousand years ago. Santa
had not made his debut.
No one knew that reindeer
could fly, and Clement C.
Moore was not around to
create visions of dancing
sugarplums in children’s
heads. Yet,’twas the night
before Christmas.

In the usually quiet little
town of Bethlehem, havoc
reigned in the streets. Angry
men shouted at each other,

and exhausted women, hang-

ing onto crying children,
pushed their way through
the crowds. The harried

inn keeper stood at his
door. “There is just no more
room,” he asserted, “not
even room to sleep on the
floor.”

As the dis-
gruntled mob
grew, tempers
flared, don-
key’s brayed,
and camels
spat on anyone
who came too
close. Some
cursed the
emperor Cae-
sar Augustus
for demand-
ing that a census be taken.
Others blamed Cyrenius the

BoONNIE

WHEAT

governor of Syria for their
plight. “Every man must go
to the city of his ancestral
origin to be registered,” they
mocked. “What difference
does it make where a baby is
born? Can’t men be counted
where they live?”

Out in the fields, a small
group of smelly shepherds
watched their sheep that
night. Perhaps they huddled
together around a camp fire,
laughing and telling stories
while their sheep slept on
the hillside. Suddenly, their
conversation was disrupted
by the strangest sight. An
angel stood right there in
their midst, and something
they had never seen before,
the glory of God, shone all
around them.

The frightened shepherds
sprang to their feet, shield-
ing their eyes from the light,
but the angel of the Lord

said, “Do not be afraid.”

Still startled, the shep-
herds could hardly believe
what they were hearing. The
angel was telling them about
some good news that was for
all people, and a baby born
in the city of David. This
was not just any baby; He
was the Savior, Christ the
Lord. The angel even gave
the shepherds a sign. They
would find the baby wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger.

Still stunned by the pres-
ence of one angel, the dazed
shepherds looked around
and saw a multitude of
heavenly host praising God.
They were all saying, “Glory
to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will
toward men” (Luke 2:14).

As soon as all the angels
vanished into heaven, the
shepherds made a hasty

trip to Bethlehem to find

the baby in the manger. Sue
enough, they found Mary
and Joseph and the baby just
as the angel had said they
would.

After telling Mary and
Joseph about seeing a mul-
titude of angels, they told
them what the angel of the
Lord had said about their
new baby, Jesus. Praising
God all the way home, the
shepherds told everyone
they met what had hap-
pened. But Mary, the new
mother, pondered their
words in her heart.

Now, ‘tis the night before
Christmas in your house and
mine. How will we celebrate
Christmas this year? Will
we throw open our shutters
tonight in hopes of seeing a
jolly old elf, or will we like
Mary ponder the birth of the
Savior in our hearts?

Denise Weaver for her

during

the

morning items,

time,

money,

An 11:30 a.m. Bible

enjoyed by all partici-

CHURCH

Continued from Page 5A

We will have our reg-
ular Sunday worship
Dec. 27.The lectionary
for the first Sunday af-
ter Christmas is I Samu-
el 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148;
Colossians 3:12-17; and
Luke 2:41-52.

First
Presbyterian,

Big Spring

The Lectionary Bible
study met Wednesday at
5:17 p.m. The choir did
not practice Wednesday
and will not meet next
week.

Jennifer Patterson
will provide refresh-
ments for “Take Ten”
Sunday morning. Jamie
Walker is liturgist.

We will continue to re-
ceive the Christmas Joy
Offering, which is used
to serve neglected for-
mer pastors and their
families and Presbyteri-
an racial ethnic schools,
includingPan American
School in Kingsville.

Our annual Christmas
Eve Candlelight Service
will be at 7 p.m. in the
church sanctuary. The
choir will present “Si-
lent Is the Night” by Jay
Althouse; “Welcome,
Dearest Jesus,” a Dutch
melody; and “A Christ-
mas Antiphonal” by Hal
Hopson during the ser-
vice.

Friday we celebrate
the nativity of Jesus
Christ with family and
friends and wish for ev-
eryone a blessed Christ-
mas Day.

The lectionary for the
first Sunday after Christ-
mas is I Samuel 2:18-20,
26; Psalm 148; Colos-
sians 3:12-17; and Luke
2:41-52. The chancel
choir will sing Natalie
Sleeth’s “Sing Noel” for
the anthem. “See Amid
the Winter’s Snow” by
John Goss is the offerto-
ry anthem. We will col-
lect our monthly Noisy
Offering to help feed
those who are hungry.

If you cannot attend
worship, listen in on
KBST 1490 AM, begin-
ning at 11 a.m. If you
wish to have a printed
bulletin for Sunday ser-
vices, call the church
office at 263-4211. You
may also see what’s hap-
pening at the church by
visiting our Web site:
www.fpcbs.org

East Fourth

Street Baptist

The Adult Choir pre-
sented its Christmas
musical this past Sun-
day morning. It was en-
joyed by all. The choir
gathered Sunday eve-
ning for a Chirstmas
social following the eve-
ning service. Thanks to

leadership.

Thanks to everyone
who contributed to the
White Christmas. We
delivered food to five
families.

We invite you to the
Christmas Eve service
at 7 p.m. There will also
be a New Years Eve ser-
vice.

Want to remind the
youth of East Fourth of
the Youth Lock-in at the
First Baptist Church on
New Year’s Eve from 9
p.m. until 6:30 a.m. Cost
is $10 a person for food
and a T-shirt.

If you are seeking
a church home, visit
with us at 401 E. Fourth
St. Our Sunday servic-
es start with Sunday
school at 9:45 a.m.; wor-
ship service at 11 a.m.
and our evening service
at 6 p.m. Our Pastor is
Bro Keith Weaver.

Signal Mountain
Emmaus

Community

Signal Mountain Em-
maus Community meets
at Spring Creek Fellow-
ship, 501 Birdwell Lane,
the second Thursday of
every month at 7 p.m.
Babe Chick meeting is
at 6:30 p.m.

The next meeting is
Jan. 14. Mark your cal-
endar.

At this month’s com-
munity gathering, we
will honor Men’s Walk
9, LD Gary Tucker from
1998; the 1999 Walks;
Women’s Walk 12, LD
Kay Simpson, Men’s
Walk 13, LD Gary Reid,
Women’s Walk 14,
LD Terry Tucker and
Men’s Walk 15, LD Mike
Moates, WW 16 LD Sam-
mye Campbell, 17 LD
George Franklin. Plan
to attend. Bring a dish
and join us at 6 p.m. for
a potluck fellowship.

On Feb. 11 will we hon-
or the 2000 Walks; Wom-
en’s Walk 18 LD Sheree
Moates, Men’s Walk 19
LD Jim Campbell, Wom-
en’s Walk 20 LD Lynda
Walker, Womne’s Walk
21 LD Marilyn Clark
and Men’s Walk 22 LD
Steve Herren.

For more information,
see our Web site www.
signal-emmaus.org

Birdwell Lane
Baptist

We are in the commu-
nity to help you in the
spiritual needs that you
may have. We would
count it a privilege to be
acquainted with you, to
be able to help you when
and where the need
should arise. Our pas-
tor, Steve King, is just
as close as a telephone;
if needed, call 267-7157
or 267-8214.

Sunday worship is
at 10:55 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Children’s church is

worship for ages 4-12. If
you need a ride, call 267-
7157 or 264-9924.

We are located at 1512
Birdwell Lane. Mid-
week service is at 6:30
p.m. Wednesday.We are
a Bible-believing, Bible-
preaching, Bible-teach-
ing, missionary-mind-
ed, Independent Baptist
Church for the winning
of souls to Christ, to the
edifying of the saints,
and for the Glory of God
— where you are always
welcome. Come worship
the Lord and hear God’s
Word with us.

We are in need of an
organ player. If you play
an organ, give our pas-
tor a call at 267-7157.

May you have a very
merry Christmas and a
blessed new year. Hap-
py Birthday, Jesus!

For further informa-
tion, call 267-7157 or 267-
8214.

Alive in Christ
Lutheran LCMS

Our motto is “Cel-
ebrating and sharing
God’s love and grace in
our lives.”

We are located at 2805
Lynn St. in the Kent-
wood Subdivision in
Big Spring. Our phone
number is (432) 264-
7818. Our Web site is
www.lutheransonline.
com/aliveinchristbstx.
We would love to have
you join us for church
Sundays at 9 a.m. with
Sunday school around
10:15.

Pastor Alan Abel will
be preaching this Sun-
day. Angela Newton is
our organist. Acolyte
will be Mateo Rodri-
guez. Our elders are
Richard von Hassell
and Richard Knocke.
The liturgy will be read
by Dolline Budke. Read-
ings are Exodus 13:1-3a,
11-15, Psalms 111, Colos-
sians 3:12-17, and Luke
2:22-40.

Our traditional Christ-
mas Children and Con-
gregational Service,
Away In A Manger,
held Dec. 20, was a huge
success. The solos and
beautiful music were
indeed a celebration
of God’s love. The so-
los sung by Larry Thi-
beault, Dana Byrd, and
Breanna Conner were
so special. Thank you,
Alex Byrd

The Christmas Eve
candlelight service was
so beautiful and the
Christmas Day Service
was very inspiring;
both were both heart
warming and touching.
Thank you, Pastor Car-
roll Kohl, for the won-
derful sermons.

We pray that your
Christmas was a joyful
and blessed event for
you and your families.

We would like to thank
all those who donated

etc to the “Home Town

study at church during

Christmas.” Your gen-
erosity and Christmas
spirit has shown us the
true meaning of Chris-
tian giving this season.

Mid Week School is
being held Wednes-
day evenings with a *%.m

5

the on Thursdays is be-
ing well attended and See CHURCH, Page 8A

light meal to be served th from the Friendlg staff at : -
ﬁi g%geggns-c}gg c]fﬁstf % BestWestern Palace Inn  ~ -
. i & Suites

es and confirmation
classes at 6. There will
be no Wednesday eve-
ning meal until after
the Christmas holidays.

S o
v‘@ B 0-\{&

915 Lamesa Hwy. + 264-1500

Meals and Mid Week
School will resume Jan.
6.

Learn how to make
banners for our church.
This opportunity will be

offered after the first of PARKS
the year. Get out your

sewing machines and AGENCY
glue guns. More infor- INC.

mation will be coming.
208526

Ray E. & Barbara Kennedy

rayk@parksinsurance.com

OFF:  (432) 2679-5504
FAX:  267-3618
RES..  263-4640

900 MAIN - PO. BOX 230
BIG SPRING, TX 79721

Exhibit 2

REVENUES
Operating revenues
Tuition and fees (net of discounts of $2,315,815)
Federal grants and contracts
State grants and contracts
Local grants and contracts
Nongovernmental grants and contracts
Sales and services of educational activities
Auxiliary enterprises
Other operating revenues
Total operating revenues

EXPENSES
Operating expenses
Instruction
Public service
Academic support
Student services
Institutional support
Operation and maintenance of plant
Scholarships and fellowships
Auxiliary enterprises
Depreciation
Total operating expenses

Operating loss
NON-OPERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES)
State appropriations
Property taxes for operations
Property taxes for debt service
Federal revenue, non operating
Investment income (net of investment expenses)
Interest on capital related debt
Loss on disposal of fixed assets
Other non-operating revenues
Net non-operating revenues

Income before other revenue
Other revenue

Capital contributions
Increase in net assets

Net assets - beginning of year

Net assets - end of year

Howard County Junior College District
STATEMENTS OF REVENUES, EXPENSES,
AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS

Year Ended August 31, 2009

$3,070,133
1,754,837
923,048
90,862
671,588
258,524
583,029
318,078
7,670,099

$10,756,657
775,073
1,519,792
2,709,142
4,242,445
3,714,197
2,300,004
1,748,144
938,648

—_—

28,704,102

($21,034,003)

13,201,632
3,833,245
1,860,225
3,301,415

392,194
(176,105)
(11,386)
338,173
22,739,393

1,705,390
130,000
1,835,390
30,871,167

$32,706,557

210275
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It’s Christmas Eve
under the energetic
Aries moon, and little
children everywhere
will lie awake in their
beds tonight. The
Capricorn sun reminds
us of the
impor-
tance of
tradition.
Whether
it’s a prac-
tice you
learned
long ago or
something
you dreamt
up just yes-
terday,
take part
in a kind of ritual to
commemorate this time
in your life.

ARIES (March
21-April 19). It may feel
like you’re going as fast
as you can, but every-
one still wants you to go
faster. Remind yourself
who is in control. Take
back the power you
relinquished to others.
Set your own pace.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20). You're in an
amiable mood, and
that’s why others ask
you for favors. You will
enjoy helping out for
the most part. Watch
for, and avoid, those
who are likely to take
advantage of your nice-

Hormay

MATHIS

ness.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You value warm
relationships, and so
you will continue to
work toward earning
the trust of others. You
will feel honored by the
number of people who
feel safe enough to open
their hearts to you.

CANCER (June
22-July 22). Keep track
of the thoughts and feel-
ings that pass through
your head as you inter-
act with others. Later, it
will be interesting to
compare your internal
dialogue and expecta-
tions with the way
things actually turned
out.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Even though you can’t
pinpoint the exact rea-
son for your current set
of circumstances, you
figure you must have
done something to cre-
ate it. Taking responsi-
bility is an essential
piece of your success
equation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You will be aware of
the precarious balance
of the ordinary world,
and it will inspire you.
Be on the lookout for
everyday miracles. It
won’t be hard to find
them in your current
mindset.

ThursdaxI December 24I 2009 FEATURES

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). People will hear
what they want to hear.
You’'ll find it interesting
how they misunder-
stand or manipulate
your message. You’ll
learn what they want
and what they are will-
ing to trade for it.

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 21). You’ll do
something just for you.
This warrants an enthu-
siastic response, even if
it’s a private moment.
When you give yourself
applause, the ovation
will resound louder
than would a cheering
stadium full of fans.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). It’s true that
you don’t care as much
about being liked as you
once did, but you will
still do all of those nice
little things you used to
do when you did care.
Only now you’ll contrib-
ute just because it’s
fun.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19). Your life is
yours. It has always
been this way. Some
days you just need to
shake yourselfand wake
up to the fact that you're
in charge. Don’t let any-
one persuade you to do
or believe what feels
wrong to you.

AQUARIUS (Jan.

20-Feb. 18). Insightful
conversations will put
you in an introspective
mood. You’ll be inspired
to reconsider your
choices and objectively
evaluate many elements
of your life, from your

personality to your
plan.
PISCES (Feb.

19-March 20). Team up
wherever possible
today. For the most part,
loved ones have a posi-
tive influence on you.
Something you wouldn’t
do alone seems more
palatable with a friend,
like watching a bad
movie or running a
mile.

T ODAY S
BIRTHDAY (Dec. 24).
Your commitment to
excellence shows in
every aspect of your life.
You’ll take relation-
ships up a notch by cre-
ating bonding events
and surprises for your
loved ones. March
brings an influx of new
friends. Work becomes
a serious focus in May,
and you’ll hone your tal-
ents. A purchase in
August allows you to
work faster. Libra and
Taurus adore you.
Lucky numbers are: 50,
2,21, 43 and 18.

SAGITTARIUS
FORE-CAST 2010: You

are comfortable with
yourself. You don’t need
to be the center of atten-
tion, and this secures
your position in your
group as a person of
class and style. You’ll
find many occasions to
sit back and observe.
Because you are becom-
ing increasingly in tune
with your surround-
ings, you’ll develop
healing abilities and
apply them to creating
physical and emotional
health for you and
yours.

Money and Career:
You’ll strike just the
right tone with your
peers. You will exert
your influence without
being pushy, express a
variety of ideas without
seeming unfocussed and
come across as confi-
dent without intimidat-
ing those around you.
Making money is often
hard work, but the wind-
fall in July and October
will come easily.

Love: Your emotions
run deep, but you know
better than to act impul-
sively, speak your mind
prematurely or divulge
your heart before you’re
sure. Your maturity will
attract steadfast and
abiding affection. Your
relationships will be
peaceful and dignified.

7B

Personal Deve-
lopment: Your point of
view is valued, and
many will ask for your
advice and opinions.
Your generosity will
allow you to share even
more.

CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: “Twilight”
series author Stephenie
Meyer was born close to
the new moon herself,
as her sun and moon are
both in the ambitious
and goal-oriented sign
of Capricorn. Her natal
Mercury in Sagittarius
professes a fascination
with other cultures and
worlds — in Meyer’s
case, worlds that she
herself creates. Venus
in Aquarius indicates a
passion for music and
an affinity for cutting-
edge technology.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to wwuw.cre-
ators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on
the Holiday Mathis page,
or you may send her a
postcard in the mail. To
find out more about
Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the  Creators
Syndicate Web page at
WwWww.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS.
COM

Annie’s Mailbox »

Dear Annie: My
daughter and her chil-
dren live in a small
home with three dogs
and three cats. She
doesn’t work, and her
husband has been on
disability leave for a
year.

It breaks my heart to
see them living in squa-
lor and poverty. My
daughter was not raised
like this, and it sickens
me that she is OK with
her circumstances.

She and her husband
have a choice, but the
kids do not. We have
helped (maybe too
much), but it seems
nothing makes a differ-
ence.

Our daughter gets
defensive if we say any-
thing. She was always
so practical and used
good common sense
prior to marrying this
guy.

She got wonderful
grades in school, set
goals and had dreams,
but not now.

Her husband has been
let go of several jobs,
but it’s never his fault.
Just about every word
he says is untrue.

I just hate the thought
of our grandchildren
growing up with these
values.

We love our daughter
and her family and
would do anything in
the world for the grand-
children, but it gets
harder to deal with each
day. What can we do?

— Worried and
Disappointed
Grandparents

Dear Worried: Your
daughter gets to live her
own life, even if it means
she chooses to live in
squalor. Whatever work
ethic you may have
instilled in her has
apparently been forgot-
ten.

You cannot fix it, so
say nothing more about
it. You can, however, be
supportive of the grand-

1902 N. Hwy. 87

Sherry Wegner Agency

children. Offer to take
them for the afternoon,
weekend visits, vaca-
tion trips, whatever you
can manage, and let
them see what a well-
balanced home looks
like.

Say nothing negative
about her husband or
her home. You might
casually ask if she’d like
a cleaning service as a
gift because, after all,
everyone could use a
hand now and then.

If she sees that you
don’t intend it as a judg-
ment on her housekeep-
ing skills, she will be
more receptive.

Dear Annie: With the
holidays coming up, I
have a decision to make,
and I trust your advice.

My sister and I had a
falling out last year. She
thinks I wronged her in
a big way. I think she
made some bad choices.
In any case, she’s furi-
ous with me and we
haven’t spoken for
months.

The question is about
holiday gifts. I'd like to
send something to her
and her boys, but I'm
afraid it might make
her angrier. Right now,
reconciliation seems
unlikely, but it may be
possible someday. Is
there anything I can do
that won’t further annoy
her? — The Best Gift uld
Be Peace

Dear Best: Send the
gifts. And enclose a card
to your sister, saying
you love her and miss
her. Even if she becomes
angry, at least you will
have done something
that shows you care.
Maybe it will help.

Dear Annie: This is
for “Miserable in
Missouri,” whose moth-

er-in-law drops by unan-
nounced once a month:
Get a grip.

If she is the “lovely
person” you say, how
can her presence be

267-2555

such an her 6- year-
imposi- old son
tion? while they
H o w were at our
about home dur-
showing ing a
some com- Christmas
passion? dinner two
Her hus- years ago.
band died, Several
and her months had
son got gone by, and
married during a
the same phone call
year. Good from my
for your KatHY MITCHELL stepson, we
husband MARCY SUGAR asked why
for having they hadn’t
lunch come for
with his Easter din-
mother once a week. ner. We were then told
You should be going out that the boy had bruises

to dinner with her once
a week.

I was not able to live
close to my mother or
mother-in-law. My
mother has been gone
almost 10 years, and my
“mother-in-love” died
last year.

Even a newlywed can
spare a couple of hours
a week for Mom.
Someday you may wish
you had. — Florida
Friend

Dear Florida: We
don’t disagree with the
idea of welcoming Mom
more often, but she
should still not drop by
unannounced, and that
was a big part of the
problem. Visits are
more appreciated when
they aren’t inconve-
nient surprises.

Dear Annie: My hus-
band’s daughter-in-law
accused me of abusing

allover his body because
I had abused him, and
that they were not com-
ing for any more holi-
days.

I don’t know how they
could think this. I would
never hurt a child. Plus,
we have a small home.
With 12 adults and six
children visiting, and
me constantly in the
kitchen cooking, this
would have been impos-
sible.

This child has a histo-
ry of problems, as does
his biological father. I
am the one who insisted
we buy this troubled lit-
tle boy special toys in
order for him to feel
important.

The mother comes to
our home, sits in a bed-
room with the children
and does no socializing
at all. She has never
said hello or acknowl-
edged me in any way.

After this accusation,

Big Spring Mall

Merry CI/LMM

Mr. Jody Wayne Swinney
Owner

1801 E. FM 700 #C-6 Big Spring, TX 79720

Sears

HOIHG'[OWH Store
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Tel. (432) 267-1127
Fax (432) 267-1999
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M

Y CHRISTMAS

SURETY TITLE COMPANY

Jittman

805 S. Scurry
cindysurety@crcom.net

Escrow Officer

208501

263-24017
Fax - 263-4693

my husband said his
daughter-in-law was not
welcome in our home.

However, he has since
had second thoughts
and invited them for
Christmas.

Isay the only way they
will be welcome is if she
apologizes to me. My
husband disagrees
because he wants to
keep his family together
at the holidays. Should I
keep the peace or insist
on an apology? — Upset
in Santa Cruz

Dear Santa Cruz: You
may be owed an apolo-
gy, but we doubt you
will get one, so be care-
ful about issuing ulti-
matums.

Your husband wants
his son with him, and
we caution you not to
get in the middle. But
there is a more critical
issue:

If this boy has bruises,
we worry who is putting
them there. Please allow
your stepson and his
family to come to your
home so you can keep
an eye on them and
make sure one of the
parents is not hurting
this child. It sounds as
if he could use a caring
grandparent.

Dear Annie: My hus-
band of 40 years and I
are having a dispute.
We will be going out of

f/t?z'y CS/orI}zy Conoventron
&£ Orsitors Dureawu

219 W. 3rd St.
432-263-8235
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town on vacation soon,
and I would like to
attend the concert of a
particular country-west-
ern singer. He doesn’t
care for concerts and
says, “If you want to go,
go ahead, but I'm not
going with you.”

Idon’t want to go with-
out him. I’d feel strange
and abandoned know-
ing I have a spouse who
could be there but isn’t.
This only happens a
couple of times a year,
but I feel he is wrong.
Your response will
resolve it. — Single
Concert Goer

Dear Single: It would
be nice if your husband
would agree to go on
those rare occasions
when you need an
escort, but you can’t
force him to see it your
way. Offer him a com-
promise. Tell him you
will make a genuine
effort to find a friend or
family member to go
with you and you will
also check to see if there
are any organized
groups you can join for
the evening. And do it.
But if you can find no
one despite your best
efforts, he ought to
accompany you, espe-
cially on vacation in a
strange city.

® 2009 CREATORS.
COM
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In remembrance of Adriana Martinez

“You are this year’s angels,”
Sherry Hodnett, volunteer and
bereavement coordinator of
Home Hospice said of the wom-
en of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints.

These women were by the
side of Adriana Martinez and
her family for 3-1/2 years as she
battled breast cancer.

Service to others is one of the
main tenets of the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
It is a tradition of the Relief
Society, the women’s organiza-
tion, whose motto is “Charity
never faileth” to go about doing

good as the Savior did.

To honor her memory, 25
women gathered to fill 80 candy
boxes with homemade fudge for
Home Hospice patients. After
a Christmas dinner, an assem-
bly line was organized to cut
the fudge and pack the candy
squares in boxes, which were
tied with a ribbon and given a
decorative label.

“The boxes of candy were
beautiful and the patients loved
the little extra gift,” said Hod-
nett.

Adriana passed away in Au-
gust, but aslong as she was able,

she did for others.

“Her life embodied every
Christian virtue. Her courage
and determination were an ex-
ample to all,” said Janie Harri-
son, Relief Society counselor.

She was the wife of Able Mar-
tinez, and mother of children —
Matthew, Crystal, and Aaron.
Her parents are Jose and Ma-
ria Chavez and siblings, Susan
Barrios, Vicky Rios, and Jose
Chavez Jr.

“Adriana was a friend to many
and dear to the hearts of the Re-
lief Society women,” added Har-
rison.

Courtesy photo
From left, Maria Chavez, Janie Harrison and Home
Hospice representatives Megan Chandler and Marty
Whitworth with boxes of homemade fudge for hospice

Bible study in mind, please contact
Shyrlee Reid. The next meeting
will be Jan. 14. A light meal will be
available. You do not need to be a
member of our congregation in order
to attend any of our Bible studies.

CHURCH

Continued from Page 7A

pants; a new Bible study will begin
in January. If you have a particular
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and toast or tortilla 3350
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been scheduled for Jan. 8-10 of 2010 at
the J.W. Marriott Hotel at the Galle-
ria in Houston. Mark our calendars to
attend this very challenging growth
opportunity to help youth develop a
Christian worldview.

January 11, the LWML will serve
refreshments at the VA. The Board of
Education will meet Jan. 12 at 7 p.m.
at the church. The LWML will meet
Jan. 14 at 7 p.m. at the church. The
Elders meet Jan. 2lat 7 p.m. at the
church.

First Baptist

First Baptist Church of Big Spring
will hold a New Year’s event for all
youth at the Family Life Center.

Performing an acoustic set will be
Clay. Also performing will be the band
One Less Stone. Hot dogs, snacks, ice
cream sundaes and donuts will be
available throughout the night.

Youth arrive at 9 p.m., followed by
instruction and prayer at 9:45 p.m.

Just in the nick of time, we’d like to

After a 10:30 p.m. worship service,
there will be tournament style games
with prizes for winners. There will be
movies as well as board games, cards
and Guitar Hero. Prizes will be given
away throughout the event.

We will conclude with breakfast and
everyone will head home at 6:30 a.m.
Admission is $10 per person, which
includes a T-shirt.

For more information, call Bobby
Floyd at 267-7429, (806) 786-5111 or e-
mail bobbyfloyd@gmail.com.

The event is sponsored by the Cross-
roads Baptist Association.

Friends of Unity House

The opportunity to pray and concen-
trate on peace together with millions
(perhaps billions) of other believers
from around the world happens each
year on Dec. 31.

You will be blessed as you join in
this year.

deliver our very best wishes and thanks
to all of you for your friendship and
goodwill this past year.

210274
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SALES

Hidden treasures?
Junk?

Daily Lunch Specials

Menudo and Caldo Served Fridays & Saturdays
-2 pm
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432-317- 4504

‘ Recycle your
" Agn | unwanted items!

Call 263-7331

today.
Afriendly Classified
Consultant will help you
create an ad that gets

results!
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Make The
Right Choice...
Don't Drink
And Drive
Thi<s Holiday

Seas<on.

NICHOLS *

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
License #TACLB022708E

Please, Don’t Drink & Drive!

610 East 4th St. (432) 263-3109
Gillihan Paint & Body
Wishing You A

Safe 2010!

821W. 4th St. 264-6528

E10175

Mewy Christmas!

HBUSE
F
FRAMES

111 E. 3rd * 432-267-5259

" Hinpy Chie ™ |

209074

Salon * Boutique ¢ Tanning

‘ *Jlewelry *Clothing '
*Unique Accessories :

2112 Scurry 267-6022
A WA MW s ~

209

BE SAFE!
DON’T DRINK & DRIVE

Big Spring Herald

www.bigspringherald.com

210263

PHILLIPS FABRICATION INC.

Manufacturer and Fabricator
All Types of Steel Products

RANDY PHILLIPS

President

Bus.: (432) 264-6600
Cell: (432) 517-0399
Email philfab@basin-net.net
Res.: (432)263-5314

P.O. Box 791
1305 E. Airpark Dr.
Big Spring, TX 79721-0791

09082

]l Way

Your Telecommunications Source
“SINCE 1995”

1808 SCURRY
BIG SPRING, TX 79720
» Wireless Communication / Product & Service
* Radio Communication / Equip. & Systems
* Paging Signaling / Service & Repair
* Computer Networking / Sales & Service
www.basin2way.com

(432) 264-7034
(800) 258-3757

209120

DS S @ Choate Well Service, Inc.
-. o PP . . 2]
’_' TR > Serving West Texas Since 1957
=FARS W [52) Licensed Drilling Contractor and Pump Installer
§ g www.choatewellservice.com oot s
310 Nolan 264-2513 = 8300 E. Moss Lake Rdl. - Big Spring - 432-393-5231 400 E. Marcy Dr. 432-264-2600

Terry O. cDanieI
432-714-4570

www.acrosstexasappraisals.com

209007

Have A Safe &
Happy Holiday Season

209091

263-3382

2404 N. Hwy. 87

Sherry Wegner Agency

“...yom’ fm’encf come hail or ﬁigﬁ water.”

- Specializing In Crop Insurance -

swcia.com

An Equal Opportunity Provider 209089

432-261-2955

1902 N. Hwy. 87

Walmart

Save money. Live better.

209079

432-267-3363

201 West Marcy

Advance Plumbing
Celebrate Safely!

(432) 517-0751
TX Lic#: M-37359

r2091 18
.

¢

...

-

Stanton Division

209115

1-800-442-8688 - 432-196-3381

i

1512 S. Gregg St.
Big Spring, TX 79720
Tel. 432-263-1931
Fax 432-263-1402

H&R BLOCK®

209085

Lone Star
State Bank

Dream Big.
Texas Big.

209077

iner

=BT

209094

263-8361

1600 1st Ave.

ST<
%rry Christmas!

SURETY TITLE COMPANY

805S. Scurry
cindysurety@crcom.net

263-2407
Fax - 263-4693

600E.700 - BigSpring, TX - 432-264-1111

ey YT T TTTTTTIS

e W

Celebrate

< Please don’t drink and drive

lw-
III:!!![IIIII- - III"‘::

DRIVE

From The Hipp Family
Quality Glass & Mirror

209087

505 East 2nd St. 263-1891

dl/(s'z'zy Christmas

HovE

ReEALTORS®

www.home-realtors.net

110 W. Marcy

209073

263-1284

Comel

k-3
DRY CLEANERS & LAUNDRY SERVICE
A MYBATT Y NTMATRAIRTN.

Don’t Drink & Drive

FM700 & Virginia 267-2584

OPEN:7AM-6 PM M-F - 7AM-5 PM SAT.

210157




