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Senate pushes toward passage of health bill

ERICA WERNER
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Jubilant
Democrats are ready to push
President Barack Obama’s
health care overhaul past one
last 60-vote hurdle to final
Christmas Eve passage, and
Republicans concede they’re
powerless to stop it.

“It looks obvious that that’s

going to happen,” conceded
Sen. Charles Grassley, R-
Iowa, after Democrats tri-
umphed on the second of
three 60-vote procedural tal-
lies over unanimous GOP op-
position.

At the White House, press
secretary Robert Gibbs de-
clared, “Health care reform
is not a matter of if, health
care reform now is a matter

of when.”

Obama himselfsaid the Sen-
ate legislation accomplishes
95 percent of what he wanted.
“Every single criteria for re-
form I put forward is in this
bill,” the president told The
Washington Post.

The third procedural vote
comes Wednesday afternoon,
when Democrats will have
to put up 60 votes for the last

time to cut off debate on the
legislation. Democrats are
also expected to turn back
points of order raised against
the bill by Republicans, in-
cluding one questioning the
constitutionality of requir-
ing most every American to
buy health insurance. Final
passage on the sweeping bill,
which will extend health cov-
erage to 30 million uninsured

Americans, is set for 8 a.m.
Thursday, Christmas Eve.
That’s 11 hours earlier
than originally scheduled,
thanks to a deal struck Tues-
day between Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev., and Mi-
nority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell, R-Ky. Republicans had
been threatening to use all

See HEALTH, Page 3A

Vols wrap
up holidays
for patients

Christmas for 200
is lots of work, but
extremely rewarding

By VALERIE AVERY
Special to the Herald

Jann Forrest Caffey and Shelley Parker
were overwhelmed by the sheer volume of

items they needed to purchase for each of
the 200 patients

at Big Spring [«
State  Hospital It's a
this Christmas. | huge time
They also felt .
the pressure commit-
knowing that for | ment for
many of the pa-
tients, what they everyone
put in their shop- | involved
ping cart would : :
be the only pres. l_aut /_ust seeing .how
ent in which he | it brightens their
or she would re- : :
ceive Christmas Chrlstm.as morning
morning. makes it all worth-
Even though T
while.
there were so
many patients, —Billie Christie
so many needs

and so many gifts
for each one, would they do it again?

“As long as I have as much help as I did
this year,” Parker said.

The two are no strangers to Christmas at
Big Spring State Hospital.

Parker worked in accounting at the hos-
pital for 13 years and Caffey’s mother, sis-
ter, aunt, grandmother, mother-in-law, two
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See BSSH, Page 3A
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HERALD photo/Steve Reagan
Jean Money of the Scenic Mountain Quilter’s Guild, left, hands a comfort quilt to Big Spring Fire Chief Brian
Jensen Tuesday afternoon at Heritage Museum. The guild donated 31 quilts which will be distributed by
the Emergency Medical Service personnel to family members of children who have to be transported to
the hospital.

Quilter’s Guild hopes gift

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

The women of the Signal Moun-
tain Quilting Guild believe that
something as simple as a quilt can
bring comfort to children in dis-
tress.

Going on that belief, members
of the guild donated 31 “comfort
quilts” to the Big Spring Fire De-
partment Tuesday afternoon.

The quilts will be carried in
BSFD ambulances and distributed
to children who need to be trans-
ported for emergency medical rea-
sons.

The quilts — some of which took
up to six months to make — were
part of the guild’s recent exhibit at
Heritage Museum.

“Once the exhibitis over, we usu-
ally have an abundance of comfort
quilts,” said Jean Money of the
guild. “One year, we donated them
to CASA and this year they’re go-
ing to the fire department.”

4

Your Culligan Man

cky Wright

Guild members, who have been
meeting since the early 1990s,
have been donating the quilts ever
since a newspaper article caught
Money’s eye several years ago.

“It was a story about a boy who
had lost his mother and was left
alone,” Money said. “The teachers
at his school came together and
made him a comfort quilt to help
him remember his mother ... and
we sort of stole the idea.”

Most of the quilts

will confort injured children

which are willing to give so much
time and effort to help us out and
support people in need,” Jensen
said. “One of the worst time in a
parent’s life is seeing their child
transported away in an ambu-
lance. Believe me, something like
this makes a difference.”

Contact Staff Writer Steve Rea-
gan at 263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail
at reporter@bigspringherald.com

take between one and

2 SHOPPING DAYS BEFORE CHRISTAMAS

six months to com-
plete, although a com-
pletely  hand-quilted
item can take up to a

I'VE BEEN 50 600D
THIS YEAR THAT IM
DEMANDINGE MY
PRESENTS A DAY EARLY!

year, Money said.

Big Spring Fire De-
partment Chief Brian
Jensen said the dona-
tions are greatly ap-
preciated.

“I think it’s incred-
ible that there are
groupslikethisintown

205588

3318 E. I-20 S. Service Rd.
432-267-7484
Open 7 Days 9 am-12 Midnight
Closed Christmas Day

for Details

9.9,

better water. pure and simple.

263-8781

Water Softener &
R.0. Drinking System

paticipation may vary

for the first 3 month:




Sports

BIG
SPRING

HERALD

Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call Joe Zigtema at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. E-mail results to:
sports@bigspringherald.com

Page 1B
Wednesday, December 23, 2009

Hall, Cougars breeze past Oregon St. 44-20

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Max Hall was getting
so familiar to Las Vegas, a television
commentator joked this week that he
should have a showroom alongside
entertainers Siegfried & Roy or Penn
& Teller.

In Hall’s final act for No. 15 BYU on
Tuesday night, he threw three touch-
down passes for his best performance
yet in Sin City, leading the Cougars
to a 44-20 victory over No. 16 Oregon
State in the Las Vegas Bowl.

“It means a lot — it’s a special time
for me,” Hall said after playing in the
Las Vegas Bowl for the third straight

year. “It’s something I'll remember for
along time.”

Hall gave the Cougars their third
win in five straight Las Vegas Bowl
appearances and ended the Beavers’
run of five consecutive bowl wins.

He completed passes to eight dif-
ferent receivers, and threw a 25-yard
touchdown pass to Luke Ashworth,
a 17-yard scoring strike to Dennis
Pitta and a 15-yard TD pass to Manase
Tonga. He had 139 yards passing in
the first half.

Tonga added an 18-yard rushing
touchdown, and Harvey Unga fin-
ished with 76 yards rushing and a TD
for BYU (11-2).

“We wanted to end it well,” Hall said.
“We want to keep getting better. We
want BYU to continue to improve.”

Hall, a senior, transferred to BYU
from Arizona State in 2006 and sat out
the season, leading the scout team.
In the three years since, he amassed
11,365 yards and 94 touchdowns, sec-
ond only to Ty Detmer (15,031 yards,
121 TDs in four seasons) in team his-
tory.

“If Max has to be judged by one
game, it should be this one,” BYU
coach Bronco Mendenhall said. “My
hope is that if there are comments (on

See BYU, Page 2B

AP PHOTO
BYU quarterback Max Hall led the
Cougars to a win in windy weather.

Associated Press

Texas takes down Michigan State

AUSTIN — Texas
coach Rick Barnes told
his team last weekend

Associated Press

Tech scores its way
past Stanford 100-87

Wichita State on

LUBBOCK

Saturday. “That was a
game I wanted to forget
really quickly.”

— Mike

that a victory over one
Top 10 team didn’t con-
vince everyone that
the second-ranked
Longhorns are for real.

Maybe beating two in
four days will sway the
holdouts.

Damion James had 23
points and 13 rebounds
and Texas pulled away
from No. 9 Michigan
State in a 79-68 victory
Tuesday night, giving
the Longhorn consecu-
tive wins over Top 10
teams after beating No.
10 North Carolina on
Saturday.

James, who fol-
lowed 25 points and 15
rebounds against the
Tar Heels with another
monster outing, pro-
claimed himself the
“heart and soul” of the
Longhorns (11-0) after-
ward and warned who-
ever else might still be
doubting Texas.

“Like we didn’t prove
anything against North
Carolina,” James said.
“We took that to our
workout, and let’s go
prove how good we can
be.”

The Longhorns
hadn’t played a ranked
opponent before last
weekend but now have
impressive wins over
two of the nation’s
best. And like the less-
er teams to face Texas

before them, both the
Tar Heels and Spartans
couldn’t hang within
single digits by the
final buzzer.

Chris Allen had 12
points for the Spartans
(9-3), who couldn’t
beat Texas for a fourth
straight year.

Michigan State coach
Tom Izzo lamented his
team’s 22 turnovers
and the Spartans lack-
ing concentration and
size on defense.

“We looked a little
fatigued and not hungry
enough,” Izzo said. “I
didn’t feel very good.”

For anxious
Longhorns fans await-
ing the BCS champi-

onship game, this big
Texas win may tide
them over until Jan.
7. Texas football coach
Mack Brown looked
on as the Longhorns
trailed 37-34 at half-
time, and quickly start-
ed chipping away at the
deficit.

J’Covan Brown hit a
corner 3-pointer with
12:58 left to tie the game
at 52. James gave the
Longhorns the lead
back seconds later, hit-
ting a floater in the lane
to put Texas ahead for
the first time since the

first half.
From there, the
Longhorns slowly

pulled away — then

AP PHOTO
Texas forward Gary Johnson rejects Raymar Morgan Tuesday night in
Austin. The Longhorns beat Michigan State 79-68.

abruptly put the game
out of reach. Gary
Johnson stripped the
ball from Spartans
point guard Korie
Lucious at halfcourt
on consecutive posses-
sions with under 4 min-
utes left, both leading
to fastbreak dunks and
a commanding Texas
lead.

It was a record-
breaking night for
James, who became
the school’s all-time
leading rebounder, sur-
passing James Thomas.
James, who was 10 of 18
from the field, has 1,087
rebounds.

See TEXAS, Page 2B

Singletary wanted to
make up for not playing
much in the first half
Tuesday night.

So he played all 20
minutes in the second
half and scored 24 of his
season-high 28 points to
lift No. 23 Texas Tech
past Stanford 100-87,
keeping the Red Raiders
unbeaten at home.

“He just competes,”
coach Pat Knight said of
the team’s second-lead-
ing scorer.

The entire team strug-
gled thefirsthalf, Knight
said.

“They weren’t happy
at halftime,” he said. “I
didn’t think we played
with good energy. We
kind of played lethargic
in the first half with no
emotion and we didn’t
play athletic.”

Singletary, who got
into foul trouble early
and played just 7 min-
utes in the first half,
didn’t attempt a free
throw before halftime,
then hit 7 of 11. He was 9
of 12 from the field.

Singletary said sitting
for much of the first half
was “rough.”

“It was good to come
back in the second half
and just lead my team in
every category really
and to not have any
turnovers, that’s always
a good game especially
after a seven-turnover
game,” he said, refer-
ring to the loss to

The Red Raiders (10-1)
took their biggest lead
at 85-67 when D’walyn
Roberts hit a layup with
4:30 remaining.

The Cardinal (5-6) cut
the led to 95-87 when
Elliott Bullock stole the
ball from Darko
Cohadarevicand Gabriel
Harris hit a 3-pointer
with 1:01 left. That was
as close as Stanford got.

Landry Fields scored
27 points and Jeremy
Green added 24 for the
Cardinal.

“l thought that my
kids played with a lot of
heart,” Cardinal coach
Johnny Dawkins said.
“And they played hard
for 40 minutes. And so
did Texas Tech. I think
Pat Knight is doing a
very good job with his
team. They’re getting
better.”

Brad Reese did a good
job guarding Fields,
Stanford’s leading scor-
er who was 8 of 20 from
the field, Knight said.
Fields was 11 of 13 from
the free throw line.

“You're just not going
to stop a kid like Fields
but you want to make it
hard for him, you want
to make him uncomfort-
able and make him work
for everything,” Knight
said.

Tech had five players
score in double figures.

See TECH, Page 2B

Kansas’ late charge holds off California for 43rd straight home win

Associated Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Occasionally
out of control and his confidence
wavering with each passing game,
Tyshawn Taylor found himself on
the bench behind a freshman.

Sure, it hurt. It also served as moti-
vation and Taylor has become better
for it.

Taylor played his fourth straight
solid game since being benched and
Sherron Collins keyed a late surge to
finish with 17 points, helping No. 1
Kansas overcome a rare quiet game
from its bench to beat California
84-69 on Tuesday night.

“Helooked confidenttoday,” Kansas
coach Bill Self said of Taylor.

It wasn’t that way just a few weeks
ago.

A starter for 33 games as a fresh-
man last season, Taylor was the
Jayhawks’ No. 1 point guard for
the first seven games this season.
Then he had a seven-turnover game
against Memphis, followed by a few
erratic performances.

Wanting to get a spark and give
Taylor time to gather himself, Self
replaced him in the starting lineup
with freshman Elijah Johnson for
the next two games.

Taylor accepted the benching and
used it as a chance to get better. He
had two strong games coming off the
bench to regain his starting spot and
had 13 points, seven assists and one

turnover against Cal. The past four
games, Taylor has 24 assists and two
turnovers.

“I think I'm just playing a little bit
smarter,” Taylor said. “I’'m not forc-
ing up as much stuff and trying to be
aggressive while playing slow at the
same time.”

One of the deepest teams in the
country, Kansas (11-0) for once
relied heavily on its starters. Marcus
Morris had 14 points, Xavier Henry
12 and Cole Aldrich fought through
foul trouble to score 10 with his 10
rebounds and five blocked shots.

The bench, which had been averag-
ing 29.3 points per game, combined

See KANSAS, Page 2B

AP PHOTO
Kansas freshman Xavier Henry is
leading the Jayhawks in scoring.

Sports in brief

Howard College Hawks

getting ready to resume play
After almost an entire month break, the Howard
College men and women are preparing to hit the

hardwood again.

The men’s team won’t play in December, but it
opens the 2010 campaign in a Kansas City, Mo., tour-
nament. The Hawks are 11-1 on the season.

The women will travel to Phoenix on Monday to
take on Southern Idaho in the Phoenix College

Big Spring softball clinic

to be held Jan. 16

Big Spring softball coach John Sparks will hold a
winter skills softball clinic coming up.

The clinic will teach basic softball skills and will
be held Jan. 16 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Girls in
grades three through eight are welcome. The cost

is $25.

sign up at 432-270-2711.

Classic. They are a perfect 12-0 this season.

Contact John Sparks for more information or to

Big Spring Alumni

forming football team

USA.

Former Big Spring football players have a chance
to put on pads again in the West Texas Alumni
Football Games sponsored by Alumni Football

Cost to play is $75, including equipment. The

games will be played in Feburary or March against

an opponent to be determined. For more informa-

tion, call Arthur Barrera at 816-6418.
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Obituaries
John W. Edwards

John W. Edwards, born Jan. 1,
1955, of San Angelo went to be with
the Lord Dec. 19, 2009. Services
will be at Johnson’s Funeral Home
| Chapel at 2 p.m., Wednesday, Dec.

23, 2009. Interment will follow at
Lawnhaven Cemetery. Visitation
will be held tonight from 6:30 to 8
at Johnsons Funeral Home.

John was a rancher who loved
animals and the outdoors and was
especially gifted at raising sheep.
Much of his time was devoted to his son who need-
ed his special care and time. He had many lifelong
friends. As a younger man, John loved sports and
excelled at them. He was raised at Wall and gradu-
ated from high school in 1973. He attended Angelo
State University for a short time. Outside of school
he loved to golf and loved sports in general. He will
be dearly missed by his family and friends.

He is survived by his wife, Kaye Holland Edwards;
a son, John Taylor Edwards; parents, Horace
“Took” and Dorothy Edwards; two sisters, Margo
Dierschke and husband Glenn, of San Angelo and
Kim Krieg and husband Earl, of Lake Whitney;
one brother, Steve Edwards and wife Marilyn, of
Odessa; nieces and nephews, Drew Dierschke of
San Angelo, Meagan Dierschke of Austin, Kaycee
Wysaski and husband Jeff, of Los Angeles, Calif.,
Krystal Leedy and husband John, of Austin, and
Courtney Edwards and Allison Edwards of Dallas.

Paid obituary

Esther McNutt

Esther McNutt, 101, of Big Spring
k> died Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2009, in
a local nursing home. Graveside
funeral services will be held at 3
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 26, 2009, at the
Peace Chapel at Trinity Memorial
Park with Ron Westbook officiat-
ing.

Mrs. McNutt was born Sept. 12,
1 1908, in Mitchell County and mar-

2 ried James Theo McNutt on Aug.
18, 1935, in Corpus Christi. He
preceded her in death on Dec. 12, 1966.

Mrs. McNutt moved with her family from Mitchell
County to Corpus Christi, then to Robstown. They
later came back to Glasscock County and then to
Martin County. After her husband passed away,
she moved to Big Spring. In 1969 she moved to
Oklahoma and later to Dayton.

She was a Baptist.

Survivors include one son, James McNutt of
Dayton; four grandchildren; nine great grandchil-
dren; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Alfredo Paredez Jr.

Alfredo Paredez Jr., 46, of Big Spring died
Monday, Dec. 21, 2009, at Covenant Medical Center
in Lubbock. Services are pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

Hilbert William Treharn

Hilbert William Treharn, 77, of Big Spring, died
Monday, Dec. 21, 2009, at the VA Medical Center.
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

‘ www.bigspringherald.com
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Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity:

« AMANDA MARIE HEFFINGTON, 30, 206 Circle,
was arrested on a local warrant.

« ERNEST WILLIAM CLARK, 69, no address
given, was arrested on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

« ABEL HERNANDEZ HINOJOS, 37, 100 N.W.
Third, was arrested on a charge of driving while
intoxicated/second offense.

« DENNIS DEAN BOLT, 56, 417 Edwards, was
arrested on a parole violation warrant.

* SHAWN CARL ANDERSON, 38, 307 Union, was
arrested on a charge of forgery.

« JOHNNY FRANCO JR., 26, 706 Lorilla, was
arrested on a charge of public intoxication.

« JOHNNY GONZALES JR., 19, 810 E. Fourth, was
arrested on a charge of driving while intoxicated.

« BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reproted
in the 2900 block of Cherokee.

* CRIMINAL TRESPASS WARNING was reported
in the 400 block of Edwards and the 500 block of
Birdwell.

« DELIVERY OF MARIJUANA was reported in
the 400 block of Fourth.

e DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED was reported
in the 500 block of San Jacinto.

« FAILURE TO MAINTAIN FINANCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY was reported in the 1700 block
of Birdwell.

e FORGERY OF A FINANCIAL INSTRUMENT
was reported in the 500 block of Lamesa Highway.

. MANUFACTURE/DELIVERY OF A
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE was reported in the
400 block of Fourth.

« THEFT was reported in the 200 block of FM 700.

« THEFT OF FIREARM was reported in the 400
block of Fourth.

« UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE
was reported in the 1600 block of Kentucky Way
and the 700 block of Creighton.

Sheriff

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity (note: officials reported 60 pris-
oners in the Howard County Jail):

* SHAWN ANDERSON, 38, was transferred from
BSPD after being arrested on a charge of forgery.

« DEENNIS DEAN BOLT, 56, was transferred
from BSPD after being arrested on a parole viola-
tion warrant.

« JOHNNY FRANCO, 26, was transferred from
BSPD after being arrested on a charge of public
intoxication.

« JOHNNY GONZALES, 19, was transferred from
BSPD after being arrested on a charge of driving
while intoxicated.

« AMANDA HEFFINGTON, 30, was transferred
from BSPD after being arrested on a charge of
speeding.

« ABEL HERNANDEZ HINOJOS, 37, was trans-
ferred from BSPD after being arrested on a charge
of driving while intoxicated/second offense.

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency
Medical Service reported the following activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of N.W.
Seventh. Service was refused.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 4200 block of
Theo. One person was transported to SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block of
Rickabuagh. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« GRASS FIRE was reported at FM 700 and
Goliad.

« TRASH FIRE was reported in the 1700 block of
E. Third.
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Today's Weather

Local 3-Day Forecast
Thu Fri Sat
12/24 12/25 12/26
e i
44/19 49/21 49/25

Abundant sunshine.
Highs in the upper 40s

Intervals of clouds and
sunshine. High 44F.

Sunshine. Highs in the
upper 40s and lows in

Winds NNW at20to | and lows in the low the mid 20s.
30 mph. 20s.
Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise:
7:45 AM 7:45 AM 7:45 AM
Sunset: Sunset: Sunset:
5:47 PM 5:48 PM 5:48 PM
=M We Celebrate Hometown L
—=d  Stories for and about hometowns just like you
~ Look for us each week in thi
Texas At A Glance
+| Amarillo

| 26/13

5; Antonio
64/33

Brownsville
70/45

Area Cities

Abilene 43 24 windy Kingsville 67 38 sunny
Amarillo 26 13 snshower Livingston 54 28 t-storm
Austin 57 30 windy Longview 51 29 t-storm
Beaumont 59 34 t-storm Lubbock 36 16 ptsunny
Brownsville 70 45 sunny Lufkin 54 29 t-storm
Brownwood 48 27 windy Midland 46 23 ptsunny
Corpus Christi 64 38 sunny Raymondville 71 42 sunny
Corsicana 45 27 t-storm Rosenberg 57 33 t-storm
Dallas 45 28 rain San Antonio 64 33 sunny
Del Rio 61 35 windy San Marcos 58 30 windy
El Paso 53 28 sunny Sulphur Springs 47 27 t-storm

Fort Stockton 48 26 mst sunny
Gainesville 40 23 rain
Greenville 43 24 t-storm
Houston 57 33 t-storm

Take Note

¢ Don’t forget the Howard County Humane
Society Christmas dog and cat food drive. Drop dry
or canned dog or cat food off at the Herald from 8
a.m. to noon Wednesday to participate.

Sweetwater 42 21 windy
Tyler 49 27 t-storm
Weatherford 43 23 rain

Wichita Falls 38 22 mixed

¢ Birdwell Lane Baptist Church is selling cook-
books to raise funds for the church. The cookbooks
can be purchased by calling Pat Steen at (432) 263-
3035.

* T&P Federal Credit Union has set up an account
for Arthur Hernandez Jr. for medical expenses.
Arthur has had numerous medical problems the
past couple of years. He has had several surgeries
on his stomach, the last one a few weeks ago. After
the surgery he developed a staph infection. He is
still in the hospital. The out-of-pocket expenses, the
travel and expenses for his wife and many other
numerous expenses are mounting up. Please help
Arthur and his wife Melinda in this difficult time
and make a much-needed donation.

Lottery

The winning numbers in Tuesday evening’s
drawing of the “Mega Millions” game were: 03-33-
35-39-45, Mega Ball: 13

The winning Cash Five numbers drawn Tuesday
by the Texas Lottery: 17-32-9-11-14.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Tuesday
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 0-6-7-3. Sum
It Up: 16.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Tuesday
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 9-6-6. Sum It
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The 6-foot-7 senior for-
ward, who said he was
“50/50” after last season
about deciding whether
to leave for the NBA,
said he hasn’t peaked
yet.

“I’'m not even playing
my best basketball right
now,” James said. “And
that’s what’s scary.”

Jordan Hamilton had
14 points, including
four 3-pointers, for the
Longhorns, who now
have a week off before
a last stretch against

Gardner-Webb, Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi
and Arkansas takes the
Longhorns into their
Big 12 schedule.

Before beating North
Carolina, the Longhorns
feasted on lesser foes.
Texas beat the Tar Heels
in the vast enormity of
Cowboys Stadium, in
the first basketball ever
played at the home of
the Final Four in 2014.

Back home at a rau-
cous Erwin Center,
a small cluster of
Michigan State backers
briefly stole the show:
officials stopped the
game for several min-

[The Rockettes
fniersi

in Sunday's

Blind inspiration

Begun just 4 years ago with 13 members, the Ohio
State School for the Blind Marching Band is now
31 strong and the only marching band of its kind
in the country. It will be one of 22 bands march-
ing in the upcoming Tournament of Roses Parade.
Plus, a wheeler dealer and black-eyed peas.

AmericanProfile

ony\@
MERICAS
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utes so police could con-
fiscate an airhorn from
a Spartans fan who tried
shirking away from her
seat but was allowed to
stay.

But as the second half
wore on, the Spartans
had less and less to
cheer about.

Playing consecutive
games against Top 10
opponents for the first
time in a decade, the
Longhorns hit 7 of 16
from behind the 3-point
arc and shot 59 percent
from the field in the sec-
ond half.

Barnes tried temper-
ing the excitement
of beating two Top 10
teams.

“I told them it’s great.
It’s December,” Barnes
said. “I said if this is as
good as we’re gonna be,
we’re in trouble. We've
got a lot of room for
growth.”

KANSAS

Continued from 1B

for 18 points, with five
of those coming in the
closing minutes after
the game was out of
reach.

No matter. Kansas
made 19 of 26 shots in
the second half, shot
55 percent overall and
used a 15-3 run to blow
open a tight game and
extend the nation’s
longest home winning
streak to 49 games.

“They have a lot of
people and you’d hard
pressed to say who is
there star,” Cal coach
Mike Montgomery said.
“Who is their best play-
er? Gee, they have about
eight of them.”

The Bears kept it close
— at least for a little
while.

Well-rested after near-

Bic SPRING HERALD

WednesdaxI December 23I 2009

ly two weeks off, Cal (6-4)
relied on its perimeter
shooting to give Kansas
its toughest home game
of the season. Patrick
Christopher hit an
array of step-back shots
to finish with 21 points,
Jamal Boykin banged
his way to 15 points
and 15 rebounds, and
Jerome Randle added 16
points.

The Bears just didn’t
have an answer when
Kansas made its run,
dropping to 2-24 all-time
against No. 1 teams.

“We reacted well to
their first big run,”
Boykin said. “We came
out aggressive and with
the right frame of mind,
but when they made
their surge, (it was) our
reaction that hurt us.”

After a series of blow-
outs, Kansas had its
first real home test of
the season on Saturday,

pulling out an uneven
11-point win over
Michigan.

Keeping up with Cal’s
athletic shooters was
even tougher.

Coming off solid
wins over Iowa State
and Pacific, the Bears
had a 12-day break that
allowed them to heal
after an early season
filled with injuries and
illnesses. Ready instead
of rusty, Cal gave the
nation’s No. 1 team all it
could handle, the quick-
shooting trio of Theo
Robertson, Christopher
and Randle knocking
down jumpers every
time the Jayhawks tried
to pull away.

“This definitely was a
game for us to come out
and make a statement,”
Taylor said. “This is
why we're No. 1 — we
can play the best and
beat them.”

TECH

Continued from 1B

David Tairu scored 17
points and John
Roberson added 14 —
including going 3 of 4
from beyond the arc.
Brad Reese had 13 and
Chohadarevic added 10.
Nick Okorie separated
his shoulder when he hit
the base of the basket-
ball standard in the first
half. He will have a MRI
on Wednesday, Knight
said.

Texas Tech was com-
ing off the 85-83 loss at

Wichita State, the sec-
ond of a two games on
the road, which dropped
them from No. 16 to 23rd
nationally this week.

The Red Raiders pro-
moted the game to fans
by offering $3 tickets.
About 13,000 took the
offer and Knight made a
point to thank them after
the game.

“It’sthe best Christmas
present you could give
this team,” he told the
crowd.

Knight told reporters
later he used the turnout
to help stir up his team.

“If you want any of

these people coming
back you better pick it
up because I wouldn’t
want to come back,” he
said. “It really helped
give us something else
to motivate our kids
with.”

Tech went up 57-43
after Roberson hit a
3-pointer to cap a 155
run to open the second
half. The Red Raiders
got four baskets, includ-
ing Roberson’s 3, within
a 1:19 span.

The Cardinal used a
9-2 run, including two
layups by Fields and a
3-pointer by Drew

Shiller, to pull within
61-52 with 11:33 remain-
ing.

Singletary, the team’s
second-leading scorer,
picked up two fouls
about 3 minutes into the
game. He left for the rest
of the half when he
fouled Stanford’s
Andrew Zimmermann
for his third with 5:31
remaining.

Tech started the game
1 of 7 from the field but
finished the half hitting
15 of 27. The Red Raiders
hit 9 of their last 10 shots
over the final 8 minutes
of the half.

BYU

Continued from 1B

Hall’s performance) it
ought to be on the basis
of this game.”

The Cougars misdi-
rected the Oregon State
defense with draws and
short plays while Hall
refused to be discour-

United States

Census
2010

It’s Inm Our Hands

Temporary, part-time
jobs now available.

Census jobs offer:

v’ flexible hours up to 40/wk
v mileage reimbursement

Census Takers
Crew Leaders
Crew Leader Assts.
Recruiting Assts.
Census Clerks

v" work near home

You may qualify if you:

AN

are 18 or older
have a valid SSN

pass a background check

take a written test
can work up to 40 hrs

per week in the evening

and on weekends

www.2010censusjobs.gov
1-866-861-2010

The U.S. Census Bureau is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Why Milo?

Got MILO? SE
Growing MILO? SELL IT NOW!

LHCE... Growing Fuel One Field at a Time

Levelland/Hockley County Ethanol, LLC s dedicated to adding value to Texas' milo production by turning
locally grown grain into clean burning ethanol. Ethanol ... the clean burning fuel ... Go Green!

LHCE Offers Direct Producers
Contract for Fall 2009/2010

: , Contact: Sam Sacco (806)897-0911x224 office
+ Crop rotation benefits.

+ Lower crop cost inputs.
+ Puts fun back in farming.

aged by 50 mph winds
and 30-degree tempera-
tures.

After taking a sack in
the fourth quarter, Hall
said he did his best to
pop back up and not
show any signs of weak-
ness.

“I thought I was going
to throw up,” he said.

Oregon State (8-5)
looked queasy from its
regular season finale
against Oregon, when
the Beavers lost their
chance at the high-
profile Rose Bowl in
Pasadena.

Oregon State scored on
its second possession,
but not again until the
fourth quarter, when the
game was already out
of reach. Sean Canfield
and Jacquizz Rodgers
each found the end zone
with 1-yard runs, and
Damola Adeniji caught a
31-yard TD from backup

quarterback Ryan Katz.
Adeniji led all receivers
with seven receptions
for 102 yards.

“Emotionally we were
ready for this game. We
came in here and expect-
ed to win. It didn’t work
out that way,” Oregon
State guard Gregg Peat
said. “That’s a credit to
BYU, they came ready
to play. There are no
excuses for the loss.”

Oregon State also
appeared flustered by
the elements, with wind
gusts so strong that an
untouched Beavers punt
flew sideways into the
stands after traveling
only six yards.

“We kind of pride our-
selves in playing in dif-
ferent conditions, but
there is nothing like the
wind and I thought they
handled it better than we
did,” Oregon State coach
Mike Riley said.

Big Spring Collision Center
“Quality Is A Way Of Life”

LL DIRECT!

(806) 559-3114 cell
Celia Reyes (806) 897-0911 x222 office

\

Foreign - Domestic

Window Replacement
Full Service
Collision Center

Lifetime Warranty

LEVELLAND
HOCKLEY COUNTY

ETHANOL, LLC

Canfield completed
only four passes in the
first half as the Beavers
struggled to sustain
drives. He finished 20
for 41 for 173 yards and
an interception.

“We hate leaving that
opportunity out there,”
Riley said. “They con-
trolled the ball, con-
verted third downs and
scored when they were
going into that gale
force, and that was very
good by them.”

The normally depend-
able Rodgers fumbled
for the first time in his
college career in the first
quarter, on his 621st
touch, and Matt Bauman
returned it 34 yards
for the go-ahead score.
Officials used replay to
see whether Canfield’s
toss to Rodgers was a
lateral or a forward pass,
and upheld the touch-
down.

Oregon State finished
with three turnovers,
including a fumble by
Rodgers’ brother James.

“It took all 11 players
to do what we had to
do to contain those two,”
Mendenhall said. “If
they aren’t able to move
the ball, they can’t score
enough points.”

The Beavers converted
once on fourth down in
five tries, and was 5 for
16 on third-down conver-
sions.

Oregon State struck
first on Canfield’s touch-
down. The score was set
up by consecutive big
plays from the Rodgers
brothers — an 18-yard
rush by Jacquizz on the
first play of the drive and
a 17-yard run by James.

BYU responded with a
touchdown on its next
possession, marching 84
yards on 14 plays in just
under six minutes and
scoring on Unga’s 1-yard
run.

Oregon State then
looked as if it would
bounce back from
Jacquizz Rodgers’ fum-
ble when it seemingly
recovered a muffed punt
near the goal line. But
a holding call forced
Oregon State to punt it
again, and BYU drove
69 yards and kicked a
28-yard field goal.
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Kerrville woman could be

prosecuted for 911 calls

KERRVILLE (AP) — Prosecutors in Kerrville
will review the case of a woman accused of calling
911 to complain that her husband refused to eat his
dinner.

A police report says the 53-year-old woman at the
scene was also yelling “about things that happened
two weeks ago.”

A pair of 911 calls on Friday, including a hang-
up and a woman heard screaming, led to police dis-
patched to the residence.

Officer Paul Gonzales says police were told by her
that “her husband did not want to eat his supper.”

Police say the woman has called 911 about 30
times over six months for non-emergency reasons,
such as she could not find her clothes. She now fac-
es charges of 911 abuse.

15 lke-displaced families

return home

GALVESTON (AP) — Home for the holidays
means just that for 15 families in the Galveston
area whose Hurricane Ike-damaged residences
have been rebuilt.

Maria Huerta said “my heart is here” after she
entered her restored home Tuesday, which includ-
ed a Christmas tree in the living room.

Huerta’sresidence isamong 154 redone by Galves-
ton County Restore and Rebuild since Ike slammed
the area in September 2008. The effort is a partner-
ship of 35 charity and social service groups.

Joe Higgs with Gulf Coast Interfaith says about
$2 million in private donations funded the work.
About $3.5 million in federal funds will help pay
for more rebuilding in 2010, with a goal of restoring
about 250 more Ike-damaged homes next year.

The city and Galveston County recently received
federal housing assistance totaling about $232 mil-
lion.

Attorney General Greg Abbott

files for re-election
AUSTIN (AP) — Texas Attorney General Greg
Abbott is running for re-election.

The Republican, first elected in 2002, had been
considering a run for lieutenant governor. Instead,
he filed Tuesday for a third term as the state’s top
attorney.

Abbott, who had $9.4 million in the bank as of
this summer, is the prohibitive frontrunner in the
March Republican primary.

Lawyer Barbara Ann Radnofsky, who ran for the
U.S. Senate in 2006, has filed to run in the March
Democratic primary.

El Paso to build electric car

charging stations

EL PASO (AP) — El Paso is building 32 electric
car charging stations around the city.

City officials who announced the project Tuesday
say the plan is being funded with a $256,000 federal
grant to promote alternative fuel use for govern-
ment vehicles.

Thirteen other Texas cities also won similar
grants.

City officials say the charging stations will be the
first in West Texas.

Randy, Evi Quaid plead

not guilty in fraud case

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. (AP) — Randy and
Evi Quaid finally appeared in court Tuesday and
pleaded not guilty to felony charges of defrauding
an innkeeper.

The couple skipped previous court hearings with-
out explanation after being accused of using an in-
valid credit card to defraud San Ysidro Ranch in
Montecito of more than $10,000.

Their attorney Robert Sanger did not immediate-
ly return a call seeking comment. He has said the
Quaids repaid the ranch and hoped to resolve the
case.

It appeared the Quaids had forfeited a total of
$40,000 in bail when they failed to appear for a hear-
ing last week.

But a judge allowed that money to stand as bail
Tuesday and freed the two defendants, prosecutor
Lee Carter said.

They were taken into custody in Texas over the

weekend after a previous arrest there on Sept. 24.
Randy Quaid is best-known for supporting roles
in films such as “Independence Day” and “National
Lampoon’s Vacation.” He is the older brother of ac-
tor Dennis Quaid.
Another hearing was set for March 1.

San Antonio man gets life term

in infants’ deaths

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A 30-year-old San Anto-
nio man pleaded guilty to injury to a child to avoid
a capital murder trial in the deaths of two infants
found wrapped in plastic under a house.

Jerry Salazar was sentenced Tuesday to life in
prison for injury to a child by omission. The bod-
ies of his girlfriend’s 14-month-old and 4-month-old
were discovered in March 2007.

The girlfriend and the children’s mother, Valerie
Lopez, pleaded guilty to capital murder in August
2008. She admitted beating one child to death on
Christmas Eve 2006. She said the other child died
after she accidentally rolled onto him in her sleep.

Salazar has denied knowing about the deaths or
helping hide the bodies.

Rescued elderly sailor’s boat

towed to Galveston

GALVESTON (AP) — A boat used by an elderly
Houston-area man sailing to Mexico reached Texas
a week after he was rescued in rough seas.

The Houston Chronicle reports the 32-foot En-
chantress was towed to Galveston on Tuesday.

A Coast Guard helicopter on Dec. 15 hoisted
80-year-old Ken Ketchum to safety. The rescue,
about 115 miles south of Sabine (suh-BEAN’) Pass,
came after Ketchum was alone at sea for 10 days.

His sailboat was located 200 miles southeast of
Galveston late Sunday when it drifted into an area
covered by a a seismic support vessel owned by
Lafayette, La.,-based Gulf Fleet.

Jim Hedges with Lone Star Yachts, which sold
Ketchum the sailboat, said its emergency radio
beacon stopped last Thursday. Hedges previously
said Ketchum went to a homeless shelter after be-
ing treated at a hospital.

Democrats and two
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— all Republicans — are McMaster said.

ing stricter abortion in projected Medicare
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the time available to
them, which would have
kept the Senate in ses-
sion late into the night
before Christmas. But
bad weather is forecast
for later in the week,
senators and aides are
eager to get home to
their families, and the
outcome is preordained
after Reid struck the
final deals over the
weekend to get his 58

independents in line.
Unable to prevent pas-
sage of the landmark
legislation, Republicans
are stepping up their
criticism of it, focusing
in on the special deals
some senators got.
South Carolina Attor-
ney General Henry Mc-
Master, a candidate for
governor, said he and
his counterparts in Ala-
bama, Colorado, Michi-
gan, North Dakota, Tex-
as and Washington state

jointly taking a look
at whether the special
provisions for Nebraska
and other states are con-
stitutional. The federal
government is picking
up the full tab for an ex-
pansion of Medicaid in
Nebraska, where con-
servative Sen. Ben Nel-
son provided Democrats
their crucial 60th vote.
“These negotiations
on their face appear to
be a form of vote-buying
paid for by taxpayers,”

Nelson vigorously de-
fended the provision
Tuesday, contending he
didn’t seek any special
carve-out for Nebraska
and hoped all states
would get the same
help.

Republicans are just
seeking “an opportunity
to mislead and distort,”
Nelson contended.

Differences between
the House and Senate
bills would still have to
be worked out, includ-

provisions and an in-
come tax hike on high-
earning Americans,
both in the House bill.
But the bills have much
in common. Each costs
around $1 trillion over
10 years and installs
new requirements for
nearly all Americans to
buy insurance, provid-
ing subsidies to help
lower-income people do
so. They're paid for by a
combination of tax and
fee increases and cuts

BSSH

Continued from OPage 1A

sisters-in-law and a
brother-in-law all
worked at the hospital
at one time or another.

“When my mother
worked there many
years ago, my sister and
I went out for special
events.” Caffey said.

When Parker left the
state hospital for a sim-
ilar position at Alon
USA, she wrapped pres-
ents each Christmas
with a large group of
Alon employees, includ-
ing Caffey.

“We would go out on
a specified day to wrap
gifts each year and then
this year they asked if I
would co-chair the proj-
ect with Shelley and it
seemed like something
that I could do to help,”
Caffey said.

And when the hospi-
tal’s Community Rela-
tions staff gave them the
shoppinglist they didn’t

when they handed me
the shopping list, I have
to admit I was a bit over-
whelmed at the amount
of each item I would be
shopping for and nev-
er having shopped en
masse before I was not
sure how it would go,”
Caffey said.

“The first day I
shopped I went to the
local Dollar Tree, and
when I told them what
I was shopping for they
quickly began to assist
me. While I shopped for
puzzle books, socks and
other items, another em-
ployee took the toiletry
list and began filling
baskets. One employee
manned the checkout
stand that was setup just
for me. Two other em-
ployees bagged and then
loaded the bags in my
car and after two hours
we had most of toiletries
taken care of.”

The next week I went
to the local Wal-Mart to
shop for the sweatsuits,
fleece throws and re-
maining toiletries. As I

stand just for me and
three very nice employ-
ees helped me check out
and then helped load it
all in my car.”

Once Caffey finished
shopping, she gave
Parker alist of items she
could not find. Parker
shopped for another four
hours, and then with the
help of a few women in
her department and her
mother, they spent four
more hours sorting and
bagging all the items.

Along the way, they
learned a great deal:
that it would probably
have been easier to shop
by unit.

But mostly they were
just glad that they didn’t
have to wrap everything
they purchased.

Wrapping was left
up to a large number
of hospital volunteers,

Alon USA employees,
and many hospital ad-
ministrators who spent
an afternoon that they
usually reserve for a

hospital-wide  depart-
mental meeting wrap-
ping gifts.

Each patient will re-
ceive at least two gifts
Christmas morning, in
addition to assorted oth-
er goodies.

“It was a very fulfilling
experience to know that
I was helping so many
have a nice Christmas,”
Caffey said.

For many of the pa-
tients, this will be the
only Christmas present
they receive that morn-
ing, Big Spring State
Hospital Director of
Community Relations
Billie Christie said.

“This is a year-round
effort,” she said. “We

M edicine CenTER
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work all year raising
money to purchase
these gifts. It’s a huge
time commitment for
everyone involved
but just seeing how it
brightens their Christ-
mas morning makes it
all worthwhile.”

Big Spring State Hos-
pital is a 200-bed psychi-
atric hospital serving
people with mental ill-
ness in West Texas.

Draaon China Buffet
1300 Gregg  268-8888
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100% HomETOWN
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spending.

Unpopular insurance
company practices such
as denying coverage to
people with pre-existing
health conditions would
be banned, and unin-
sured or self-employed
Americans would shop
for insurance in new
marketplaces called ex-
changes.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Hilbert William
Treharn, 717, died
Monday. Services are
pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

Alfredo Paredez Jr.,
46, died Monday.
Services are pending at
Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

BEAUTIFUL
GARDEN
COURTYARD

+ Swimming Pool
» Private Patios
+ Carports
+ Appliances
» Most Utilities
Paid
+ Senior Citizens
Discount
+ 1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished

PARKHILL
TERRACE
APARTMENTS { £

e 800 W. Marcy Drive
263-5555 267-5444

evenm blink.

“They assured me that
the volunteers would do
most of the work,” Park-
er said.

“At the first meeting

» 8,000 Cash Back!

i First-time home buyers can qualify
2 for tax credits up to $8,000, or $6,500
for repeat buyers! With ZERO down
and no payments for 6 months,
there’s never been a better time

to build. Call today to learn more!

United-Bilt
L3 1™ omes

Homemade just for you*

filled basket after basket
a very nice employee
watched over them, and
then after three hours
they set up a checkout

I 14 locations
y in Texas

19999

Delivery Service Available

1009 Gregg St. 263-1316

Stay Warm, visit SpendLessOnHeat.com

start saving money today!

+ Updated Infrared Heater Technology
- Excellent BTU Quiput & lasts fonger than others

+ Lower Your Heating Bill up to 50%
+ Easy Onsite Maintenance B e T
{A+ BBB Rating)
In Business
Since 1990

* Healthy Toasty Warm Heat!
+ Free Shipping & Quiet Running

" Call Now... 800-950-2210

Services Available
24 Hrs. A Day - 7 Days A Week

Crossroads
Hospice

421 S. Main - 432.263.5300
“Taking Care Of Our Own”

DIRECTV SAVE $26/MO FOR A YEAR!
PLUS: NOW

FREE 1-4 Room System FREE

FREE Standard Installation 1-4 Rooms 1
MOVIES!

FREE Hb/pVR Receiver Upgrade!

FREE 3 MONTHS SHOWTIME & STARZ

with Choice XTRATM Package and Above

DIRECTV
AUTHORIZED DEALER

No start costs! Local Installs!
ASK HOW! CALL DIRECTSTARTV

Toll Free 1-800-214-7110
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Cemetery Lots

ONE CEMETERY Iot for $1100
Trinity Memorial Park Garden

of Sharon. Present Value
$1840. Call (940)433-3144 or
email
vmewlw2 @ embargmail.com

Help Wanted

AMERICAN STATE bank is
seeking a self-motivated em-
ployee with excellent sales,
communications, and customer
service skills to work a flexible
part-time teller schedule. Credit
and criminal checks are part of
our application process. Apply
at 1411 Gregg Street.

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:

* Crew Tech

Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy.,
and pickup an application. No
phone calls please. Must have
a valid TX drivers license and
pass mandatory drug test &
background check.

CITY OF BIG SPRING
Police Officer
(Certified & Non-Certified)
Temporary Plant Operator
Communications Officer
Utility Service Worker
Maintenance Worker
Administrative Secretary
For more information go to
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

COASTAL TRANSPORT
We are now hiring drivers to
deliver petroleum products in
and around surrounding areas
of the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:

*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat
and tanker endorsements

*23 years of age or older

*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer
experience

*Clean driving record

Please contact our office M-F

8am/5pm for more information

1-888-527-7221.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring 2 Full
time & 1 Part Time Sales and
Loan Representatives. Must
have High School/GED, pass
background & drug test. Apply
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK

Help Wanted
FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-

$500.00
7:00p.m.

ence only
Weekly. Call
(432)684-5418.

IMMEDIATE OPENING,
Church Secretary First Baptist
Church, (Coahoma). Part-time,
morning hrs. Apply in person,
201 South Avenue, Coahoma.
Phone 432-394-4348.

JOURNEYMAN/ APPREN-
TICE Electrician. Must have
industrial and rigid pipe experi-
ence. Call (972)414-7028/ Fax
resume to (903)327-8460.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

WANT TO work for a fast pace
company? Apply for Store
Manager at Murphy  USA.
Salary plus Commission and
benefits. Management Exp. 2-5
years. Background and drug
test required. Email resume to
dc_moore @ murphyoilcorp.com
must apply online at
murphyusa.com

apply.
after

Help Wanted

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for following position in
the Big Spring area.

Meter Technician — Responsi-
ble for calibrating and maintain-
ing District’'s billing meters. As-
sists in repairing, and maintain-
ing communication equipment
including mobile radios and mi-
crowave communication equip-
ment, supporting the District’s
SCADA system. Entry level
position, basic understanding
of electronic/electricity needed.
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer. Benefits include
health insurance, retirement
plans, and sick, vacation and
holiday leave.

Applications are required and
available at the District’s office,
400 E. 24TH Street, Big
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org.

REMODELED CARPENTERS
wanted. Experience a plus.
Call (432)517-2004.

PARKVIEW NURSING and
Rehab now accepting applica-
tions for 6a-2p Dietary Aide.
Great working environment in a
family owned business. You
may apply in person at 3200
Parkway or on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net

PIZZA INN
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
MANAGEMENT  POSITIONS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS.

SECRETARIAL POSITION.
Needing a friendly, outgoing
person for small office. Duties
to include greeting customers,
answering phones, bookkeep-
ing, and light secretarial skills.
Organizational skills a must.
Quickbooks a plus. Please
send resumes to: Resumes,
P.O. Box 2288, Big Spring TX
79721.

SECURITY OFFICERS Full &
Part Time. State License pre-
ferred. Call Ed Hearne, Fall
Creek Security
1-800-768-7117.

TEXAS NURSE
Connection, Ltd.

RN’ LVN'S CNA’s
NEEDED FOR ALL SHIFTS
(325)670-0090
Texasnurseconnection.com

WANTED- IMMEDIATE open-
ings for pump truck & vacuum
truck drivers. Competitive
wages. Apply at 1300 Hwy
350. No Phone Calls Please.

Items for Sale

$165 NEW pillow top Mattress
set, Queen size, in plastic with
Factory warranty.432-664-8980
New Leather Sofa with tables,
Factory warranty. $495.

432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD- SEASONED
Mesquite, Pecan & Oak
Delivered and Stacked

$330.00 per cord
$180.00 per 1/2 cord
Call (432)978-3328
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TexSCAN Week of HELP WANTED 676 ACRES-REEVES County, 15 Miles North
Pecos. River frontage. Call Jack 1-214-755-6224.
December 20, 2009 BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL and College? ey

AUCTIONS

FORECLOSED ONLINE HOME Auction
800+ Homes | Bids open 1/11 Open House:
1/3,9 & 10 View Full Listings & Details www.
Auction.com, REDC | Brkr 0580708

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ALL CASH VENDING! Do you earn $800
in a day? Your own local candy route. 25
machines and candy. All for $9,995. 1-888-
625-5481. Multi Vend, LLC.

DRIVERS

DELIVER TRUCKS FROM from Laredo and
Garland, TX or buses from Tulsa, OK to points
across the U.S and Canada. No force dispatch,
reimbursed tolls and permits, competitive
rates. Call recruiting at 1-866-764-1601 or go
to www.qualitydriveway.com and apply under
Motorized. Goshen, IN.

PTL OTR DRIVERS-New pay package! Great
miles! Up to 46¢ cpm. 12 months experience
required. No felony or DUI past 5 years. 1-877-740-
6262. www.ptl-inc.com

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED! More home-
time. Top pay! Up to 41¢/mile company driver!
12 months OTR required. Heartland Express.
1-800-441-4953. www.heartlandexpress.com

WANTED! 10 Owner Operators only for OTR
longhaul carrier. Call Paul at 1-713-674-4206
Monday-Thursday. 8:00 a.m -4:00 p.m

Travel and have fun with young successful
business group. No experience necessary. 2
weeks paid training. Lodging and transporta-
tion provided. 1-877-646-5050.

METAL BUILDINGS

6x6 AND 16x14 Metal buildings priced to move!
Many sizes & styles. Will deliver anywhere in
Texas. Financing available. 1-512-771-9020.

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

ZERO DOWN WITH Iand or family land!
Call today for fast approval over the phone!
1-800-810-3330, rbi33731

REAL ESTATE

ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake Medina/
Bandera 1/4 acre tract, central W/S/E, RV/motor
home/house, OK only $830 down $235 month
(12.91%/10yr), Guaranteed financing, More infor-
mation call 1-830-460-8354

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV, MH or cabin.
Gated entry, $690 down, ($6900/10.91%/7yr)
90 days same as cash, Guaranteed financing,
1-936-377-3235

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV/motor home/
house, pier, boat ramp, pool, clubhouse, gated entry,
on Lake Fork, $690 down (86900/10.91%/7yr)
Guaranteed financing, 1-214-696-2315

164 ACRES, SANDERSON/Del Rio. Native
game. Borders large ranch. $295/acre. Owner
or TX Vet financing. 1-866-286-0199. www.
westerntexasland.com

SCHOOLS/TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING, Train for high paying
aviation maintenance career. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if qualified. Housing available. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-888-349-5387.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Accounting, Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-888-
205-8920, www.CenturaOnline.com

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy equipment 3 week
training program. Backhoes, bulldozers, track

hoes. Local job placement assistance. Could
qualify for GI/VA benefits. 1-866-362-6497

RVS FOR SALE

YEAR END CLEARANCE sale! Pre-owned
repos, new and used travel trailers, fifth wheels.
Call 1-888-214-3842.

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

307 Newspapers, 1,018,288 Circulation

North Region Only.......... $230

99 Newspapers, 270,048 Circulation

South Region Only........... 230

107 Newspapers, 501,889 Circulation

West Region Only............ $230

101 Newspapers, 248,581 Circulation

To Order: Gall this Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service

at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

Items for Sale
APEX SHOP/STORAGE Build-

ing $2375.00 OBO.
16’1x10'wx10’h, Too much to
list. Kenmore Side By Side
Refrigerator/Freezer Water/Ice
maker $400. OBO. GE Washer
$200. OBO. GE Dryer $300.
OBO. Contact Aaron for details
(817)694-3695.

FIREWOOD FOR Sale.
$275.00 per cord, $150.00 per
half cord. Call 432-213-5553.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered
and Stacked. Call
325-648-2818, 512-913-8297
or 325-650-4544.

FRESH SHELLED Pecans, will
deliver in Town twice weeKkly.
Mon. thru Thursday. Call
432-267-1180 or 816-4644.

NEW 5PC Micro Fiber Living
Room set with warranty. $565.
432-664-8980.

All New Poster Bed w/ Mat-
tress set, mfg warranty $365.
432-664-8980.

RUSTIC WESTERN Star Furni-
ture; King Size Bed & Dress-
ers, Kitchen Table, 4 pc Enter-
tainment Center, Mirrored Hall
Tree, Coffee & End Tables.
Also have Kenmore Elite Stain-
less Steel Refrigerator, bottom
freezer. Call (432)270-3974 for
prices.

SHELLED PECANS in 1
pound packages for baking
$6.00 a pound. Also have fresh
Buffalo meat for sale. Please
call (432)263-8785 for more in-
formation.

TWIN MATTRESS Set $110.
Factory Sealed New.
432-664-8980.

Pillow Top King mattress set
has warranty, brand new in
plastic, $245. 432-664-8980.

Lost and Found

FOUND YORKIE/ Schnauzer
dog on FM 700 near Comet
Cleaners. Call (432)213-4366
to identify.

LOST KODAK digital camera
in form on the clinic at the VA
Hospital- Friday Morning
12/18/09. | am a DAV Call
432-466-1978.

LOST POODLE (Black with
apricot on his face and feet)
Male. Last seen around Goliad
area. Call 432-264-1877.

Miscellaneous

COMPLETE BED, headboard,
metal bed frame, pillow top
mattress set. All brand new!!!
$299. 806-438-0081................
Bad mattress? KING SIZE pil-
low top mattress & foundation.
BRAND NEW!, still in original
bag, GOOD DEAL! $260.
806-438-0081......cccvvveeeeeennenn.

SEASONED WOOD
Brady, Texas
Mesquite $120.00- cord
Oak $130.00- cord
Call (325)456-3447.

Mobile Homes

FOR SALE 3 Bedroom, 2 bath,
1064 Sqg. Ft.1983 Canyon Mo-
bile Home. Currently in Gail Tx.
Asking $4000.00 OBO. Has to
be moved by Jan. 1st. Call
Melissa  806-332-6020. or
806-872-8131.

CHRISTMAS GIFT BORDER
COLLIE PUPPIES. Mom
red/white and training smart.
Father black/white from work-
ing bloodline. Several blue
eyed. Reserve yours today.
$100-$150. Call (432)466-1532
(432)466-1512.

Real Estate for Rent

LOVELY
NEIGHBORHOOD
COMPLEX

Swimming Pool
Carports,
Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen
Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &
1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

@ 267-5444

263-5555

1101 DOUGLAS. All electric,
water paid. Refrigerator, stove,
washer/dryer, Central Heat/Air.
Great View. $600. month,
$600. deposit. References. No
pets, prefer non-smoking. Call
(432)213-2319.

1504 B Wood. 2 bdrm, 1 bath
Duplex. All bills paid. $600.00
month, $500.00 deposit. Call
(432)212-3646.

2606 CHANUTE Drive, 3 bdrm,
1-1/2 bath, fenced yard, CH/A.
$785. month, $500. deposit.
One Year Lease Required. No
indoor pets. Call
(432)770-5656 Owner/ Broker.

All BILLS PAID
2 Bdrm, 1 bath
Apartment
with Cable
$699/month
Call (432)263-1252

BUILDING FOR Rent @ 2908
North Birdwell Lane. Needs
some work. $250. per month
as is, $250. deposit and 1 year
lease. Please contact Lucy @
(432)263-5000 for more info.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 bdrm
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance,
Central Heat and Air, Pool with
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher.
Washer/ dryer connections.
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing
1,2 & 3 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking
No application fees
No credit checks
Senior Discounts
1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT
2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring
432-263-2292
Free Application Fee
111 $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm $350 month
Large 2 Bdrm $395 month
Security
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
December Special
2/1 Bdrm total move-in $299
Rent $399 with 6-mo lease
Studio $399/$150 deposit
(all bills paid on studio)

3/1 Bdrm $650/$300 deposit
FREE FITNESS CENTER
FREE WIRELESS INTERENT
PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

Real Estate for Sale
FOR SALE BY OWNER:

VL

2528 and 2530 Fairchild,
2,500 square feet duplex.
$499.00 down, $776.75 per

month. Call (432)270-8920 or
Home Realtors.

¢VTE!

FOR SALE- 3/1- 1303 College
New Carpet, Easy Terms.
Owner will Finance for as Low
as $343. Call (325)277-4923.

NEWLY RENOVATED 4004
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call
for info. 432-212-3646.

Real Estate for Sale

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida
Manufactured Home Magazine.
A guide to finding and buying a
manufactured home in the
Sunshine State. Call to request
your FREE copy today! Toll
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit
our
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com

NICE ESTABLISHED neigh-
borhood- 1312 Sycamore, 3/2,
fenced backyard w/garage.
Nicely Landscaped.
$59,500.00. Owner Financing
or Cash. Call (512)940-5200,
(432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE, $2,950.00
down, $535.78 month. 1403
Tucson in Big Spring. Call
agent 432-270-8920 or Home
Realtors.

Wi AST!

OWNER FINANCE- 3 Bdrm, 1
bath. 1307 Mt. Vernon. As Low
as $343. with easy terms. Call
(325)277-4923.

NEW AD

OWNER FINANCE- 3/1 with
wood Floors on 1104 Pickens.
Easy Terms. Payment as low
as $343. Call (325)277-4923.

THE GOVERNMENT has a
One Time Discount in Buying a
2 thru 6 bedroom home. Bad
Credit OK, No Out of Pocket
Down Payment and Military
Discount. (432)263-3461 Rosa.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No
Problem. Call (512)940-5200,
432-631-8100.

Services Offered

HDTV
Installation to toy assemble.
Computer setup and repair,
home theater, surveillance and
more. Call (432)816-5550 for
estimates, advice or appoint-
ment.

Vehicles

1968 CHEVELLE- $10,000.
Call after 3pm (432)466-3116.

2005 YAMAHA TTR-125 Elec-
tric start and hand guards.
Sells new for $2,500.00 will sell
for $1,500.00 OBO. Call
(432)270-5130.

DON’T PAY

to find work before
you get the job. For
free information
about avoiding
employment service
scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,
Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information
Center, 800-876-7060.

ATTENTION

THE BIG SPRING
HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

S5 Easy Ways To Place Your Ad In The Big Spring Herald Classifieds!

1

By Phone...
263-7331

2

By FaxX...
264-7205

3

In Person...
710 Scurry

4

By e—mail...
classifieds@
BigSpringHerald.com

S

By Mail...
P.O. Box 1431
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Ron Midkiff
Publisher
John A. Moseley Bill McClellan
Managing Editor News Editor
Our VIiEwW

Remember, don'’t
miss Big Spring’s
Festival of Lights

ost Christmases are anything but
boring but if you find yourself look-
ing for an extra special treat one
evening this weekend, then head
over to Comanche Trail Park and the Festival of
Lights. What a way to top off Christmas, huh?

In fact, the Festival of Lights will be on dis-
play through Thursday of next week, and yes,
that includes Christmas Eve, Christmas and
New Year’s Eve. Brave volunteers will be there
to greet you from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. each evening.
Donations are accepted, but there is no charge
to view the individual displays that include al-
most a million lights.

The best way to enter the park is at the Whip-
key Drive entrance off Highway 87. Just look
for the gateway of poinsettias. From there, fol-
low the scenes and giant postcards through the
park and the circle drive at the spring, then exit
near Kids Zone. Along the way you’ll see dozens
of traditional and not-so-traditional Christmas
scenes.

“We’re changing things up some this year,”
said Pat Simmons of the festival committee.
“Once you go past the last archway and make
your way toward Cotton Mize Field, there will
be a western theme diorama.”

And remember, you can park near the Dora
Roberts Community Center and walk through
the park, crossing over lighted bridges and get-
ting a unique view of the displays.

What’s more, there’s now a very unique gift
shop available for festival visitors.

Already, the Festival of Lights has drawn
many out of town visitors. Past “festivals” —
this is the event’s ninth year — have attracted
visitors from most of the 50 states and dozens
countries. Festival organizers are expecting to
top the 20,000-mark in attendance before turn-
ing out the lights shortly after 10 p.m. on New
Year’s Eve.

So make plans this weekend to pile the family
in the car and head out to the Festival of Lights.
It’s well worth the trip and just one more reason
Big Spring is a great place to be during the holi-
days.

How TO CONTACT US

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-
ions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we
offer several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

+ By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

+ By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

Bill

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

+ Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

+ Sign your letter.

+ Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a
street address for verification purposes.

+ We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter
per 30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-
phone number or address will not be considered.

+ Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring
Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson

With You, Lord, we can have optimism and a
positive attitude to keep us on the high road.
Amen

Don’t forget to make the time!

ur gathering almost
didn’t happen. Full
agendas and busy
schedules were dictat-
ing the days ahead. The Christ-
mas season can be that way.
Countless parties, invitations
and things to get
accomplished
leave little room
for adding any-
thing else to our
calendar.

How many times
have you said,
“We’ve got to get
together some-
time?” But that
time never hap-
pens. And we have
good reasons, too.
There are just not
enough days in the
month of December to do every-
thing we wish we could.

It was at the glowing insis-
tence of a little child that we
moms compared calendars and
schedules to see if we could find
a day that would work for our
little get together. We found one
day that was more-or-less “open’
for both our families, and it was
in fact the very next evening. So
we said, “Let’s do it!” And after
some quick planning for an easy
meal, our evening soon arrived.

We decided we would share a
favorite story, poem or passage
in addition to singing holiday
favorites.
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ANNETTE
BRIDGES

>

I selected a book I'd bought
some years ago and had not read
in a long time. It was titled, “A
memory of Christmas tea” writ-
ten by Tom Hegg. It’s a sweet
story with a lesson I needed to
hear.

We learn in the story that the
heroine had received a great
aunt’s Christmas china, and
each year the niece displayed
the china along with her other
Christmas décor. But the china
was given with a condition —
that the niece share a cup of
Christmas tea with someone else
in the same way her great aunt
had shared with her for many
years.

This was a promise she had not
kept with anyone. She had many
reasons — excuses — that leapt
to her mind. “Not enough time”
pretty much sums up her list!

The niece recounts what
sharing a cup of Christmas tea
with her great aunt was like.
Apparently, when this aunt sat
down at tea, the niece had her
undivided and complete atten-
tion. She listened to and lovingly
encouraged her niece. And the
niece felt the love and high ex-
pectations her great aunt had for
her. Time seemed to magically
stand still when the two of them
shared a cup of Christmas tea.

Needless to say, the story has
a happy conclusion. One eve-
ning while the niece is alone in
her house with a stack of work

brought home from the office,
someone knocks at her door.
And soon she fulfills her Christ-
mas promise to her great aunt
and shares a cup of Christmas
tea with a guest. Forgetting
about all she had to do, she soon
gave her guest her full attention
and said, “All I knew of time was
that the time was ours to share.”

After reading the story, I was
grateful for the reminder to slow
down and focus on what is most
important in our lives.

We didn’t share tea with our
friends, but we did have eggnog.
And time did magically stand
still while we enjoyed every min-
ute of our evening together —
with no thought of anything else.
And all we knew of time was that
the time was ours to share with
some very dear friends.

Time spent with family and
friends is truly the best gift we
can give and receive.

The blessings and benefits last
a lifetime. So make the time, my
friends. Nothing is as important,
precious and memorable as mo-
ments shared with those we hold
dear.

And there is no better time to
be together than the present.

Annette Bridges is a freelance
writer who lives in North Texas.
Her columns are published
weekly by numerous websites and
newspapers. E-mail her at an-
nettebridges@gmail.com

JOB CREATIONISM

Don’t let Srooge ruin holiday

exans do everything big
and Christmas is no dif-
ferent. But the economy
remains sluggish. State
unemployment rates have not
shown signs of improvement.
Social Security recipients won’t
receive a cost of
living increase in
2010. So what’s a
Christmas-loving
yet strapped-for-
cash Texan to do?

Recently AARP
Texas had the op-
portunity to talk
to Preston White,
a Killeen retiree,
who wanted to
get his daughter
money for her
family fast. Less
than an hour after
walking into a payday/auto title
loan store, he was able to secure
$4,000 using his truck as collat-
eral.

White soon realized what
the payday/auto title loan staff
hadn’t made clear: At the end of
30 days, he could either pay off
the entire loan (which amounted
to more than $5,000 after fees and
interest) or pay $1,300 to save his
truck from being repossessed for
30 more days.

This $1,300 fee would be
charged every 30 days until the
entire loan, its interest and all
fees were paid in full.

White, like many others before
him, had inadvertently stumbled
into the world of predatory
payday and auto-title loans,
which trap consumers into cycle
of debt. Unable to pay the full
amount back by the due date,
borrowers often renew their

Tm
MORSTAD

loans several times before fully
paying them off, incurring exor-
bitantly high fees each time.

Payday loans are cash ad-
vances due by the borrower’s
next payday. Auto title loans
are similar but are secured with
car titles. Borrowers of these
two types of loans can incur fees
from both their lenders and their
banks and lose their vehicles,
even if they’ve paid hundreds or
thousands of dollars in interest
and fees.

A loophole in Texas law allows
lenders to charge Texans an
annual percentage rate (APR) of
more than 500 percent. By oper-
ating as “credit services organi-
zations,” these lenders escape
regulatory oversight that apply
to other lenders. They do billions
of dollars in business around the
state each year.

Luring borrowers with asser-
tions that “it does take money to
make the holiday more special,”
these lending outfits offer what
seems to be a quick financial
fix to ensure a happy holiday
season. These dangerous loans
hand out thousands of dollars
with as little documentation as
a bank statement, a pay stub or
a car title. They tout “no credit
restrictions” and no background
check.

If it sounds too good to be true,
it probably is. Read the fine
print.

What to do then? Try alterna-
tives to payday lending. Take
advantage of layaway options,
now offered by many stores.
Find ways to make extra money,
or consider alternative gifts.
Personal finance experts sug-
gest homemade gifts or “giving

experiences” rather than physi-
cal gifts. By organizing a special
meal or planning a field trip, you
can spend time with loved ones
without breaking the bank.

Convinced you need a loan?
Consider going to a credit union.
Or check out new peer-to-peer
lending groups online. Just be
sure to thoroughly check them
out before committing. You
might also see if your credit
card offers cash advances, or ask
your employer for one.

In the meantime, AARP Texas
supports local and statewide ef-
forts to reign in abusive lending
in Texas. Local governments
can restrict these lenders within
their boundaries. Several Texas
cities have already applied zon-
ing laws to regulate how many
of and where these lenders can
operate. San Antonio must now
approve new storefronts. And
Brownsville is considering a six-
month moratorium on certain
lenders.

Fixing the loophole in state
law to hold payday and auto title
lenders accountable won’t be
an easy fight. According to the
Texas Tribune, these companies
have donated more than $1.4 mil-
lion to Texas candidates’ politi-
cal campaigns in the past nine
years.

Want to help fight predatory
loans? Tell us your story about
these lenders, or help us find
others who have been affected.
Contact us, toll-free, at 866-227-
7443.

Tim Morstad is associate state
director for AARP Texas. He
can be reached by e-mail at
tmorstad@aarp.org
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$55.60 Per Month —
Call 263-7331 visA
to place your ad today!!
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» News in brief

American Airlines flight from Miami

overshoots runway in Kingston, Jamaica

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — An American
Airlines flight from Miami with more than 150
aboard overshot a runway while landing during
a heavy rainstorm in Kingston on Tuesday night,
injuring more than 40 people, officials said.

Flight 331 skidded across a road at Norman
Manley International Airport and halted at the
edge of the Caribbean Sea, apparently prevented
from going into the water only by the upward slope
of the sand. The nose of the jet was less than 10 feet
(3 meters) from the water.

Some 44 passengers were taken to nearby hospi-
tals with broken bones and back pains, Information
Minister Daryl Vaz told The Associated Press.
Four people were seriously injured, said Paul Hall,
senior vice president of airport operations.

The plane’s fuselage was cracked, its right engine
broke off from the impact and the left main land-
ing gear collapsed, said Tim Smith, an American
Airlines spokesman at the company’s headquar-
ters in Fort Worth, Texas. Most of the injuries were
cuts and bruises and none were life threatening,
though he had no further details, he said.

Some passengers leaving the plane were seen
with cuts on their faces or bloody lips. Some looked
visibly shaken as they bustled out of the terminal
wrapped in red blankets, while others ducked
under umbrellas to escape the heavy downpour.

New home sales expected to

have grown 2.3 percent in November

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sales of new homes are
expected to have increased in November for the
third month in a row, a sign that the housing mar-
ket is finally on solid ground.

The Commerce Department’s report on
November’s new home sales is forecast to show a
2.3 percent increase to a seasonally adjusted annu-
al rate of 440,000, from 430,000 in October, accord-
ing to economists polled by Thomson Reuters.

The report will be released Wednesday at 10 a.m.
EST. It counts signed contracts to buy homes,
rather than completed sales, so it will capture con-
sumer reaction to Congress’ decision last month to
extend and expand a homebuyer tax credit.

First-time buyers will still be able to save up to
$8,000, and now homeowners who have lived in
their current properties for at least five years can
claim a tax credit of up to $6,500 if they relocate.
To qualify, buyers must ink a deal by the end of
April.

Still, some analysts don’t think the new dead-
line will have an immediate impact on sales,
because many buyers won’t act until the 11th hour
approaches.

Teresa Heinz slams federal

mammography recommendations

BOSTON (AP) — Teresa Heinz says she is being
treated for breast cancer discovered through mam-
mography and argues that younger women should
continue undergoing the tests despite a federal
panel’s recent recommendation to reduce their
frequency.

The 71-year-old wife of the 2004 Democratic presi-
dentialnominee, Sen.John Kerry,of Massachusetts,
told The Associated Press that the cost of mammog-
raphy is far lower than the physical and personal
tolls women ages 40 to 60 face if their cancer goes
undetected early and they later have to be treated
with aggressive chemotherapy.

“Chemotherapy is serious. It also costs a lot of
money. It’s very painful. And it’s very destructive
of people’s — most people’s — lives for a while,
anyway. So why put people through that instead

of just having a test that’s done, and it’s done?”
Heinz told the AP during an interview this week.
“So that’s why I was so upset about that decision of
this panel.”

She recalled nurses in a hospital where she was
receiving a magnetic resonance imaging proce-
dure, or MRI, being “so livid” when they heard the
U.S. Preventive Services Task Force recommend
last month that women start receiving mammo-
grams at age 50, rather than the long-standing
practice of 40.

“They said, ‘We’ve taken all these years to teach
women to do preventive mammograms, and now
look at this,”” Heinz said.

Taxes and fees will kick in first, most

benefits later under Dems’ health care bill

WASHINGTON (AP) — The costs of health
care reform being pushed through Congress by
Democrats will be felt long before the benefits.

Proposed taxes and fees on upper-income earn-
ers, insurers, even tanning parlors, take effect
quickly. So would Medicare cuts.

Benefits, such as subsidies for lower middle-
income households, consumer protections for all,
and eliminating the prescription coverage gap for
seniors, come gradually.

“There’s going to be an expectations gap, no
question about that,” said Drew Altman, president
of the nonpartisan Kaiser Family Foundation.
“People are going to see their premiums and out-
of-pocket costs go up before the tangible benefits
kick in.”

Most of the 30 million uninsured helped by the
bill won’t get coverage until 2013 at the earliest,
well after the next presidential election.

Brazil’s chief justice rules for U.S. dad

in court fight to gain custody of boy

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — A U.S. man involved
in a five-year battle for his son is closer than ever
to being reunited with the boy, and waits now to
see if Brazilian relatives will comply with an order
from Brazil’s chief justice to give up custody.

The justice ruled Tuesday that the 9-year-old be
turned over to David Goldman in a decision that
appeared to bring the case in line with interna-
tional custody accords.

The boy, Sean, was taken by Goldman’s now-
deceased ex-wife to her native Brazil in 2004,
where he has remained.

Goldman, of Tinton Falls, New Jersey, has been
fighting to get the childd back from the boy’s step-
father.

Both the U.S. and Brazilian governments have
said the matter clearly fell under the Hague
Convention, which seeks to ensure that custody
decisions are made by the courts in the country
where a child originally lived — in this case, the
United States.

Goldman’s New Jersey-based lawyer, Patricia
Apy, said Tuesday that she believed the order
by Supreme Court Chief Justice Gilmar Mendes
required Sean to be handed over immediately, but
she said Goldman’s attorneys had not heard from
lawyers for the Brazilian family.

Investigator wants Balloon Boy parents

barred from making money off spectacle
FORT COLLINS, Colo. (AP) — The parents who
pulled off the balloon boy hoax are already facing
the prospect of jail time and paying tens of thou-
sands of dollars in restitution over their stunt. An
investigator also wants to forbid the couple from
making any money off their newfound fame.
Richard and Mayumi Heene are scheduled to
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be sentenced Wednesday after pleading guilty to
charges that they carried out the stunt in October
to promote a reality TV show.

The husband faces up to 90 days and jail, and the
wife faces up to 60 days.

An investigator thinks the judge shouldn’t stop
at jail time.

Bob Heffernan, a lead investigator in the case
for the Larimer County Sheriff’s Office, said there
should be limits on how the Heenes might profit
from the Oct. 15 hoax, such as through book or TV
deals.

Police feared terrorist attack after

arrest of Jackson for child molestation

NEW YORK (AP) — Police concerns that media-
hungry terrorists would attack Michael Jackson’s
trial as a “soft target” led to a request for fed-
eral help, according to FBI files kept on the late
pop star. The documents also show that the FBI
helped facilitate interviews in the Philippines by
California authorities investigating Jackson over
allegations that he had sexually abused boys.

The FBI monitored Jackson for more than a
decade, but the files contain no major revelations
about his private life and the bureau apparently
never developed any solid evidence against him,
sources said.

In 2004, the Santa Maria Police Department
in California asked for FBI “involvement” after
Jackson was arrested for child molestation. Police,
according to the FBI, said they believed the court
case would be a “soft target” for terrorism because
of the “worldwide media coverage” the trial would
attract.

You can’t
fill that
empty space
with
fruitcake.

The Rev. Barbara Kirk-Norris, Rector,
and the congregation of St. Mary the Virgin
Episcopal Church invite you to
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and Christmas Day at 10:30 a.m.
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Army man wins grand prize for a litter love letter

'| Sinatra,
| floor, and Sgt.

ARG

AP Photo/Purina, Hilary
Blowers

Army Specialist
Nathan Davis,
is seen in his
Petersburg,
Va., home in
Petersburg, Pa.
Davis, wrote
a story about
Cmdr. Frank
on

Snog, being
held, to prove
you don’t have
to be crazy, old,
lonely or smelly
to have more
than one cat
at a time. His
story describ-
ing a day with
his cats, from
reveille to taps,
was the grand
prize winner in
Purina’s Tidy
Cats Campaign
to End Cattiness
contest, which
was announced
Dec. 16.

SUE MANNING
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Army Specialist Nathan
Davis wrote a story
about Cmdr. Frank
Sinatra and Sgt. Snog to
prove you don’t have to
be crazy, old, lonely or
smelly to have more than
one cat at a time.

His story describing a
day with his cats, from
reveille to taps, was the
grand prize winner in
Purina’s Tidy Cats
Campaign to End
Cattiness contest.

He gets $5,000, a year’s
worth of litter and a role

in a Webisode promot-
ing Tidy Cats.
Davis, 26, lives in

Petersburg, Va., with his
wife, Laura, and rescue
cats Frank, 3 and Snog,
1.

“Of course I have cats.
They are amazing ani-
mals and provide me
with lots of love and hap-
piness. I can’t imagine
my life without them,”
he says in the video.

The money comes just
days before Christmas
and four months before
Davis has to leave for his

first tour of duty in Iraq.

There were hundreds
of photo-essay entries
from multiple cat own-
ers across the country
who were asked to
debunk negative stereo-
types of “crazy cat
ladies.”

An independent judg-
ing panel chose 10 final-
ists, then consumers
voted for their favorites,
accounting for 10 per-
cent of the vote. Pia Salk,
a psychologist and ani-
mal welfare advocate,
made the final choice.

Davis’ story, titled
“Cats in Command,”
reads:

“0530 hours: Open the
door to find Cmdr. Frank
Sinatra and Sgt. Snog
waiting. Any delay
results in insistent cat
scratching at door.

0800 hours: After my
morning run, Sgt. Snog
leads way to bathroom,
where she carefully
inspects shaving rou-
tine. After showering,
Cmdr. Frank scrutinizes
bathtub. Occasionally
licks off water droplets.

0815 hours: I would
think feeding them first
would buy me some
breathing room, but this
is futile. Sgt. Snog does
weaving drills between
my feet as I make coffee,
and Cmdr. Frank stands
guard at table, ready to
rid world of stray bacon
or toast bits.

(Soldier’s note: My wife
reports no such inci-
dents in her morning
routine.)

1700 hours: Return
home to find cats off
duty, but my work is not
done. A feather on a
string doesn’t fly itself,
the look on their faces
say.

2100 hours: Time to
rest. With Frank purr-
ing and kneading my lap
and Snog asleep on my
feet, I know it’s been all
worth it.”

On the Net:
http://www.tidycats.
com/

Tomorrow’s Horoscope Annie’s Mailbox o

The dreamy Pisces
moon glows over the
goings on of the day.
There is an element of
fantasy that accompa-
nies even the most ordi-
nary occurrences. And
our active imagination
will lift the extraordi-
nary events to the level
of sublime. But don’t
wait for something to
happen to start imagin-
ing. What your mind
can see, it
can also
create.

ARIES
(March
21-April
19). You
will be as
effective as
you are
specific.
This is
especially
true in the
area of
communication. Use the
most exact word you
know to describe what
you want.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20). Keep your
focus outward, not
inward. Self-analysis is
the enemy of creativity,
and it doesn’t do any-
thing for your conversa-
tional abilities, either.
Focus on listening
intently to what’s going
on around you.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). A momentary set-
back will yield a happy
outcome that wouldn’t
have come about other-
wise. What’s more, dif-
ficult times create an
opportunity for your
friends and family to
show you just how much
you are loved.

CANCER (June
22-July 22). You are
quite psychic. It’s true.
However, do refrain
from reading minds
today. You’ll be far too
influenced by your own
doubts, fears and expec-
tations. Accept things at
face value.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You will move at a fast
pace both literally and
figuratively. This cre-
ates excitement around
you. You’ll be interest-
ing to others. Though
you might not pause to
notice the impression
you're making, you can
be sure you are noticed.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). There is no need to
impress anyone with
lavish gifts or displays
of your talent. Convey
your enthusiasm and
interest to others. This
matters more to your
peers than anything else

HoLpay

MATHIS

you might bring to the
table.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). There will be so
many things to take part
in for your own enjoy-
ment that you’ll feel like
life is a custom fit, made
just for you. Sure, there
are a few bad things
mixed in, but they just
make the good stuff
stand out even more.

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 21). Checking
out a lead on a new job
feels like cheating on
your current boss, but
it’s not. This is just busi-
ness. It’s in everyone’s
best interest that you
find the job that’s right
for you. Proceed with a
clear conscience.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). The intensi-
ty of your restlessness
rises and falls, but it’s
always there, waiting to
take you somewhere.
There’s a reason the
feeling is particularly
strong right now, so if
you can get out of town,
do it.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19). You want to
get to know someone
but may not be sure how
you should go about it.
Youwon’thave toinvent
a reason to strike up a
conversation. Key off
something that’s in your
surroundings.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18). If you won-
der why you get more
than your share of social
actiontoday, it’sbecause
talking to you seems
like a low-risk move.
Your open mind shows
in your demeanor.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20). You're in
a brave mood. Go ahead
— act now. Sign up.
Commit yourself. Plunk
down the money.
Nothing will be set in
stone. If it all gets to be
too much, you can
always quit later.

T O DAY’ S
BIRTHDAY (Dec. 23).
Your intelligent way of
handling yourself and
others will attract pow-
erful people. You’ll be
asked to do important
jobs. Make sure to set
your price well from the
start, as you’re likely to
continue at that mark.
February brings a pro-
motion. You’ll pledge
your love in August.
Family events promote
closeness and healing.
Gemini and Virgo peo-
ple adore you. Lucky
numbers are: 1, 14, 39, 21
and 17.

S CORPIO

FORECAST 2010: A
youthful quality gives
zest and vitality to all
you do. But make no
mistake — you possess
the experience and
maturity of your years
and then some. And
when it’s time to work,
you do what needs to be
done.

Money and Career:
Your organizational
skills help you to exe-
cute big plans this year.
When you feel profes-
sionally stuck, it’s a sign
that you’re not taking
on enough. You excel
when the responsibili-
ties are weighty and also
when the deadline is
tight. Changes to the
budget in March and
again in July help you
spend where it counts.

Love: Team efforts
will be very productive
in more ways than one.
You’ll enjoy making
money with your friends
or making friends out of
your colleagues. Your
natural playfulness will
attract attention from
exciting new friends
and potential loves in
March.

Per s omnal
Development: Yourlead-
ership abilities come to
the fore in June. You'll
have a sense of when
you can and should take
control of situations.
Overcoming a bad habit
or conquering a tenden-
cy to be emotionally
reserved will help you
to show up strong.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: The ubig-
uitous Ryan Seacrest is
one of the hardest-work-
ing men in show busi-
ness. Then again,
Capricorn natives pride
themselves on a work
ethic that goes way
beyond the norm. This
Christmas Eve baby has
his natal sun, Mercury
and Venus all in the
ambitious sign of the
sea goat. His Taurus
moon indicates that his
down-to-earth personal-
ity and golden voice are
chief assets.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on
the Holiday Mathis page,
or you may send her a
postcard in the mail. To
find out more about
Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the  Creators
Syndicate Web page at
Www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS.
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Dear Annie: I started
junior high in
September. Everything
was going fine, although
I wish I could be more
popular and stuff like
that.

This one guy had a
crush on me and asked
me out. We had only tex-
ted and never really
talked in person. So I
said no. Now he’s taking
it personally.

I have very full lips
like Angelina Jolie,
which he says make me
look like a duck.

So all his friends are
now making fun of me.
They make quacking
noises and call me duck
names. The boy who
likes me says he doesn’t
think I look like a duck,
yet he makes fun of me
with his friends.

I know people say
when a guy makes fun
of you, he really likes
you, but I don’t think
that is necessarily true.

I act like it doesn’t
bother me, but I'm afraid
they’ll keep doing it for
the rest of the year.

It’s ruining my chanc-
es with other guys
because no one wants to
go out with “the duck.”
They are taking away
my dignity.

I know I'll be grateful
for my lips when I'm
older, but this is wreck-
ing my self-esteem.
Please help. — Duck Girl
in New York

Dear New York: This
is a form of bullying,
and it can have an
extremely deleterious
effect on your high-
school experience if it
doesn’t stop immediate-
ly.

You sound like a smart
girl with a lot of com-
mon sense, SO we kKnow
you can weather this.
But these kids should
not get away with bully-
ing.

Please talk it over with
your parents and con-
sider reporting it to the
school guidance coun-
selor or principal.

KATHY MITCHELL
MARCY SUGAR

Dear Annie: Can you
tell me what the eti-
quette is for leftovers
when a guest brings a
dish to dinner?

A friend brought a
covered casserole to my
house and, when she
left, retrieved it from
the fridge.

Since there were only
two forkfuls left, we
were surprised. We’ve
never had a guest do
this before. Is she rude,
or is this acceptable
behavior? — No
Leftovers

Dear No Leftovers:
When someone brings a
dish, the leftovers usu-
ally stay with the hosts
unless otherwise speci-
fied.

However, with only
two forkfuls left, it’s
more likely your friend
simply wanted to be
sure she retrieved her
covered dish and the
food was incidental.

Dear Annie: Your
answer to “Worried
Daughter” was dead on.
She said her mother was
drinking and driving,
and you told her to call
the police.

More family members
need to bear a little more
responsibility = when
they see that one of their
loved ones is putting
others at risk.

My father was a police
officer who was going
through a deep depres-
sion, and his drinking
was completely out of

control.

One week Dbefore
Christmas, my mother
informed me that once
again Dad was at the
local bar.

I told her if he killed a
family just days before
Christmas, that murder
would be on her shoul-
ders if she didn’t do
anything about his
drinking. Her response?
“How could I do that to
your father?”

So I did it for her. I
called and told the bar-
tender that if he served
one more drink to my
father, he, too, would be
at fault if an innocent
family was Kkilled on his
drive home.

Itold him to take away
Dad’s car keys. My
father was very angry
and incredibly embar-
rassed. But he also got a
wakeup call.

“Worried Daughter”
should absolutely call
the police and protect
the other people on the
road from her drunk
mother.

It may seem cruel, but
killing an innocent fam-
ily is crueler. And who
knows, maybe her moth-
er will react the way my
father did and finally
get the help she needs.

I am happy to say Dad
is now sober and has
often thanked me for
shaking him up. — Not
Worried Anymore in
Canada

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar, long-
time editors of the Ann
Landers column. Please
e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@com-
cast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL
60611. To find out more
about Annie’s Mailbox,
and read features by
other Creators Syndicate
writers and cartoonists,
visit the  Creators
Syndicate Web page at
Www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS.
CcCoM

The Big Spring Herald supports all
local and area schools and wishes them
the best in all their endeavors
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Proving the existence of Santa in a Brooklyn bar

Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — Jamie
Hook wants all those
Santa doubters out there
to know he was once one
of them.

It wasn’t long ago that
a friend’s son demanded
the truth, and Hook and
the father looked in the
boy’s solemn face and
said Santa was a lie.

It was only in the
weeks afterward, watch-
ing the despondent
7-year-old drag his book-
bag on the floor behind
him as he shuffled off to
school, that it occurred
to Hook: How could he
know what in this wide,
unlikely world was tru-
ly true?

Ever since, Hook has
been a little obsessed
with Santa. And now
he’s arranged a public
lecture in the back of a
Brooklyn bar, hoping
to convince a group of
adult New York skep-
tics that magic, mystery
and even Santa Claus
are very much alive.

Billing his lecture as

a philosophical proof of
the existence of Santa,
Hook flicks through the
evidence in a computer
slideshow, wearing a
dark blue turtleneck,
cardigan and glasses
thatlend him a professo-
rial air. He runs through
history and evidence —
largely from children —
but notes there are some
things even he can’t ex-
plain.

“We don’t know the
truth at all,” Hook said
earlier. “There’s mys-
teries that bubble up
within us that we can’t
explain and we can’t un-
derstand. And those are
humbling mysteries.”

Attendees like Jenna
Barvitski weren’t so
ready to be swayed.

The 23-year-old — for-
merly from what she
calls a “naive suburb”
in Ohio, now very much
a jaded New Yorker —
doesn’t exactly like the
jolly, red-cheeked gift-
bearer.

“It’s something that
American culture has
manufactured to sup-

annually.
port capitalism,” she
says. Santa is “pretty

silly.”

Hook has come to be-
lieve that the value of
Santa extends far be-
yond anything the fig-
ure has offered to ad-
vertising executives, or
Christmas shoppers, or
department store holi-
day displays.

The man we know as

AP Photo/Saurabh Das
Santa Claus from Rovaniemi in Finland interacts with
Indian children in New Delhi, India. Sweden, Greenland,
Alaska and Norway also make claims to being the home
of Santa Claus, but Rovaniemi has been especially con-
vincing, with hundreds of thousands of tourists visiting

Santa Claus has been
around for centuries
under one name or an-
other, Hook tells his au-
dience.

At one time, children
were told if they misbe-
haved that Santa’s side-
kick would come and
drag them off to Hell.
Later, he was sometimes
imagined as an odd-
looking elf. It wasn’t un-

til the 1930s that
Coca-Cola adver-
tising helped turn
him into the jolly,
white-haired man
now embedded
in our collective
imagination.

In his lecture,
Hook turns to
the real experts:
showing videos
of his interviews
with children
about Santa
Claus, and even
interviewing au-
dience members
live about their
memories and
the moment they
became nonbe-
lievers.

One woman in the au-
dience remembers the
arrangements her father
made so they could go to
the coast with a two-way
radio and talk to Santa
as he flew overhead. It
was an experience filled
with wonder.

Another audience
member, 26-year-old Da-
vid Connelly, says Santa
is “part of the world be-

Poes youwuwr parifmers

Embarrass you with bad
names and put-downs?

Look at you or act in ways
that scare you?

Tell you you're a bad parent or
threaten to take away or hurt
yvour children?

Act like the abuse is no big deal,

J0 0o0ood

Control what you do, who you see
or talk to, or where you go?

Stop you from seeing or
tallking to friends or family?

Take your money or Social Security,
make you ask for money, or refuse
to give you money?

Make all the decisions?

Prevent you from working or
attending school?

quoogooo O

it’s your fault, or even deny doing it?

Destroy your property or threaten
to kill your pets?

Intimidate you with guns, knives,
or other weapons?

Shove you, slap you, choke you
or hit you?

Force you to have sex?
Force you to drop charges?
Threaten to commit suicide?

Threaten to kill you?

263-3312

210016

ing magical as a child.”

“I still have a warm,
not completely describ-
able feeling around
Christmas that I
wouldn’t have if I hadn’t
believed as a kid,” he
says.

Even adult believers
are not as rare as you
might think. On Face-
book, the “I Believe in
Santa Claus” group has
passed the 230,000-mem-
ber mark. Eileen Migli-
acci-Smith, one of the
group’s officers, says
even when she sees
Santa in the Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade or in the
mall, she gets teared up.

“It used to be said that
it’s for kids, but I don’t
think it is,” she says.
“Santa Claus represents
giving and being with
family to me.”

For Hook, confronted
at the Brooklyn bar
with a room of skeptics
who have been prom-
ised a demonstration of
the truth of Santa Claus,
the ultimate proof is one
of faith. Because, in the
end, it can only be faith:
in the spirit of giving,
and in the unknown.

“When you watch
these kids, you real-
ize that there is such a
thing as belief. ... We
here in this room are in
aworld that lacks belief,
profoundly.”

Even Barvitski, so dis-
dainful of St. Nick at the
start of the evening, by
the end says she’d con-
sider telling her own
kids about Santa Claus
— to help them grow up
in a world with a sense
of magic, and a belief in
possibility.

The lights go dark, as
if in a blackout. Hook
lights some candles, and
yells out to ask what’s
wrong. Then, a boom-
ing “Ho, Ho, Ho ...” can
be heard throughout
the room. It is the voice
of Santa Claus, speak-
ing to these adults who
have long since stopped
leaving cookies by the
fireplace.

A moment later, the
barkeep walks in with
proof of his own: “Santa
left a whole bunch of
free beers on the bar!”

220 Main St.

Starting January 15th
We Will Do Your Taxes

Loans from $100 up to $1193

Open Monday Thru Friday
8:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturdays 8:30 am to Noon

In Business Since

Dianna Yanez
Branch Manager

***Subject To Liberal
Credit Approval***

263-1138

Rachel Rogers
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Senior Asst. Manager
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“NOU CAN GO AHEAD AN’ BRING ME SOME CLOTHES.
THAT ALWAYS MAKES MY MOM HAPPY.”

12-24
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tiny reindeer!”
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SHOVEL . |° o ° 9 NoT MEssIN . opera “Aida” had its world pre- Recording company executive

- SHoveL AROUND THIS Thls Date miere in Cairo, Egypt. Mike Curb is 65. Rock singer-
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MAKE SURE
TRATKID'S
STOCKING
15 FILLED
WITH COAL

In History

Today is Thursday, Dec. 24,
the 358th day of 2009. There are
7 days left in the year. This is

Christopher “Kit” Carson was
born in Madison County, Ky.

On this date:

In 1524, Portuguese naviga-
tor Vasco da Gama — who had
discovered a sea route around
Africa to India — died in
Cochin, India.

In 1814, the War of 1812 offi-

In 1943, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt appointed Gen.
DwightD. Eisenhower supreme
commander of Allied forces as
part of Operation Overlord.

In 1951, Gian Carlo Menotti’s
“Amahlandthe Night Visitors,”
the first opera written specifi-

passages from the Old
Testament Book of Genesis
during a Christmas Eve tele-
cast.

In 1980, Americans remem-
bered the U.S. hostages in Iran
by burning candles or shining
lights for 417 seconds ,Al one
second for each day of captivi-
ty

musician Lemmy (Motorhead)
is 64. Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala.,
is 63. Actor Grand L. Bush is 54.
Actor Clarence Gilyard is 54.
Actress Stephanie Hodge is 53.
Afghanistan President Hamid
Karzai is 52. Rock musician Ian
Burden (The Human League) is

° NN — 0 i .. . . .
L\\JV/M}\;T CI}Il:ls(icma}s EveH‘ hlight in CcAly for television, was first 52. Actor Anil Kapoor is 50.
Capyright 2009 - Crealors.com _ww johaHantstudios.com I} Hisg)r?[y s 18hiig M proadcast by NBC. Actor Wade Williams is 48.
y In 1968, the Apollo 8 astro- Designer Kate Spade is 47. Rock
WIZARD OF ID On Dec. 24, 1809, lggendary nauts, orbiting the moon, read singer Mary Ramsey (10,000
American frontiersman

Maniacs) is 46. Actor Mark
Valley is 45. Actor Diedrich
Bader is 43. Actor Amaury
Nolasco is 39. Singer Ricky
Martin is 38. Author Stephenie
Meyer (“Twilight”) is 36.
“American Idol” host Ryan

Seacrest is 35.
® 2009 The Associated Press.
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_MAKING THE GRADE by David W. Cromer
Newsday Crossword Edited b¥/ Stanley Newman
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ACROSS 67 Golf-scorecard 12 From that time 45 Pops
WE YO COULD START BY 1 “Get realV” standards 13 Villainous look 46 Est.-tax
HAVE A LOT TUANKING ME FOR ALL 5 Hugo or Tony 68 Bare minimum 21 Small amounts recipient
TO BE TAANKAUL THE THANKLESS THINGS 10 Football play ~ 69 Sans tread 22 Pharmaceutical 47 Postgraduate
14 Ye __ Shoppe watchdog org. work
15 Madrid man DOWN 25 High-calorie 49 Ne'er-do-well
16 Victor’s 1 Yahoo! rival 26 She: Fr. 50 Jazz pianist
declaration 2 Hog-trough 27 Insult, Chick
17 Entertainer filler informally 51 Exterior
Falana 3 Not working 29 Of a sense 53 Turn away
18 Carpentry joint 4 Like 30 Floral ring from
19 Narrow street daredevils 31 Myanmar 55 Title for a
20 Term forapol 5 American neighbor 40 Down
—n 23 Folk history Fur Company 33 Jabbers 56 What an
m@ AGLIOE, A A MOUNTAN 24 Dissuade founder 35 Restore to orchestra
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66 Stare at
O b K Eois Sy o Word st s CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2009 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.coM 12/24/09




Bic SPRING HERALD

Wednesday, December 23, 2009

NATION

7A

the roads across the

Major winter storm plods through West

DENVER (AP) — A
major winter storm
is promising to bring
a white Christmas to
parts of the West and
Midwest, but not with-
out threatening to cause
long delays and tough
driving conditions for
countless holiday trav-
elers.

The storm was expect-
ed to dump more than
a foot of snow on parts
of Colorado and south-
ern Utah by midday
Wednesday, and blow
eastintothePlainsstates
through Christmas Day.
Blizzard warnings were
likely on Christmas Eve
in Kansas.

“Pretty much the
entire central and south-
ern Rockies are going
to get snow, and then
it’s going east and will
drop more snow,” said
Stan Rose, a National
Weather Service meteo-
rologist in Pueblo, Colo.

South Dakota Gov.
Mike Rounds declared
a state of emergency
Tuesday. The National
Weather Service in
Sioux Falls warned of
treacherous travel con-
ditions from Wednesday
through Friday night,
calling the storm “life
threatening.”

The Nebraska State
Patrol urged drivers
to use extreme caution
Wednesday morning
when venturing out on

central third of the state
because the roads are
slick as freezing rain
and snow had started to
fall.

The Kansas Highway
Patrol reported numer-
ous crashes in the west-
ern part of the state,
including a double fatal-
ity collision in Thomas
County near Colby. The
patrol said an eastbound
car on icy Interstate
70 spun out of control
Tuesday night, crossed
the median and was
struck by a westbound
tractor-trailer, Kkilling
both people in the car.

A Colorado woman
was Kkilled Tuesday
when her SUV appar-
ently hit black ice and
slid across a median in
western Nebraska.

In Nevada, multiple
wrecks were reported
in and around Reno
as snow blanketed the
area Tuesday evening.
No serious injuries
were reported, the Reno
Gazette-Journal news-
paper reported.

Blustery weather had
already snarled traf-
fic in Arizona, with
blizzard-like conditions
shuttingdownroads and
causing a pileup involv-
ing 20 vehicles Tuesday.
South of Phoenix, a dust
storm set off a series of
collisions that killed at
least three people.
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AP Photo/David Zalubowski

Passengers inch through long security lines at Denver International Airport
as they try to leave the Mile High City before a holiday storm roars into the
intermountain West Tuesday.

A tropical jet stream
pumping in moisture
from the storm’s south
was likely to cause plen-
ty of snow as the storm
headed into the Plains
states.

A winter storm watch
was in effect for most of
southeast Colorado, the
panhandle of Oklahoma
andnorth Texasthrough
Thursday.

By Tuesday afternoon,
light snow was falling
in Salt Lake City. No
major airport delays
were reported there or
in Denver, but holiday
travelers across the
region were warned to

00TLONG™
Subway Seafood
Sensation™

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
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THEY’RE BAC
“CHAMBER BUCKS”
Are now available, just in time for the Holidays!!!
Brought to you by the
Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce

WHAT ARE “CHAMBER BUCKS”??
They are just like a gift card only you will have a choice of
11 businesses where you can redeem them:
Blissful ¢ Blum’s Jewelers ¢ Elrod’s Furniture
Harley Davidson Shop ¢ Harris Lumber & Hardware
Heritage Museum ¢ Higginbotham Bartlett Building Center
Johansen’s Landscape & Nursery ¢ Maribel’s Handbags & Gifts
Rob’s Hog Heaven BBQ ¢ Suggs Hallmark

They make great stocking stuffers, gifts for that hard to shop for
co-worker or teenagers, great for bunko groups; bridge groups;
clubs and organizations, teachers, the list is endless.

“Chamber Bucks” can be brought in $5.00 increments.
Anyone can buy “Chamber Bucks”.

Buy $50 or more and you get a choice of an
HEB or Wal-MART gift card.

Try Big Spring this year for your holiday purchases.
Let’s try to keep our money locally.

Purchase your “Chamber Bucks at the
Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce Office, 215 W. 3rd
For more information call 263-7641
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check with their air-
lines before arriving for
flights.

Elsewhere, holiday
travelers scrambled to
adjust their plans before
the snow storm hit.

Sarah  McAnarney
and her husband, Jeff,

planned to leave Denver
on Wednesday to visit
family in Ozark, Mo.,
with their springer
spaniel, Olive. But fore-
casts prompted them to
skip a day of skiing in
the Rockies and start
driving a day early.

McAnarney said she
was caught in a blizzard
two weeks ago in the
Rockies and needed four
hours to drive 100 miles
from Vail to Denver. She
said she didn’t want to
repeat the experience.

“Iwasdriving through
a whiteout,” she said
Tuesday at a truck stop
east of Topeka, Kan.
“You couldn’t see over
your headlights.”

Craig  Rueschhoff,
35, and his girlfriend,
Brenna Larson, in Des
Moines, Iowa said they
had planned to drive
210-miles to Columbus,
Neb., to visit his par-
ents, then on to visit
Larson’s family in
western Iowa, but were
thinking of canceling
the annual trip.

“We’ve had both my
mom and her mom
encourage us not to
come if the weather is
too bad,” he said.

“They wouldn’t feel
bad if we didn’t come.
We’ve gotten their bless-
ing.”

LINCOLN ANNGOUNCES
2 /-MONTH LEASES

LINCOLN

W SALES EVENT

Announcing the Lincoln Wish
list Sales Event with the best
values of the season.

During the Lincoln Wish List Sales Event, you can get the best
values of the season. Now is the best time to put a new 2010
Lincoln at the top of your wish list. And here’s why:

Lincoln MKK - 0% APR financing for 60 months, or $3,000 cash

back.**

Lincoln Navigator - 0% APR financing for 60 months, or $4,000

cash back **

But don’t delay. Because offers like these only come once a year.

Sales Tax Deduction for Vehicle Purchases
Buy now and get a deduction on your tax return next year.
Limitations apply. For details, visit irs.gov/recovery.

500 W. 4th St. -

LINCOLN.COM

267-7424

210271

*Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Credit Red Carpet Lease. Payments may vary, dealers determine prices. Residency restrictions apply.
Cash due at signing after $750 cash back on Lincoln MKZ. $0.20 per mile over 23,625 miles. Option to purchase vehicle at lease-end for
amount determined at lease inception.Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 1/4/10. See dealer for qualifications and complete
details. **Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Credit financing. 0% APR financing for 60 months at $16.67 per month per $1,000 financed,
regardless of down payment.Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 1/4/10. See dealer for qualifications and complete details.

210031

The Big Spring Herald
IS offering Fax & Copy Services

Fax $2.00 to send 1st page
Additional Pages $1.00 per page

Incoming Faxes $1.00 per page

Color Copies .50 per copy
Black and White .25 per copy

For More Information

CALL 432-263-1331
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Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — For several years,
Jude Stringfellow and her Lab-chow
mix have toured the country with a
simple message: Faith

FEATURES WednesdaxI December 23I 2009

Two-legged dog gives hope to disabled Army vets

walker. When she runs, every so of-
ten she adds a hop or skip to her step,
but she stumbles less often than most
humans. She takes vitamins and joint
supplements, and vets have declared
her very healthy, Stringfellow said.

walks.

Born without front
legs to a junkyard dog
around Christmas 2002,

‘She was in her
wheelchair and

Since her first step on
March 22, 2003, Faith
has done the talk show
circuit, gone on tour

Faith the puppy was re-
jected and abused by her
mother. She was rescued
by Reuben Stringfellow,
now an Army E-4 special-
ist, who had been asked
to bury other puppies in
the litter.

“Can wefix her? String-
fellow, then 17, asked his

saw us. She was
crying. She had
seen Faith on
television. She
just held her and
said she wished
she had that
kind of courage.’

with Ozzy Osbourne and
been named an honor-
ary Army sergeant. Jude
Stringfellow has become
a motivational speaker
and written two books.
Next year, the two are
moving from Ardmore,
OKkla., to Chicago where
they plan to write a third

mom. “No, but maybe we

called “Faith Walks.”

can help her,” she said.

So Reuben turned Faith over to
his mother, English professor Jude
Stringfellow. At first the family had
to carry Faith to keep her off her chest
and chin. But with peanut butter and
practice, Faith learned to walk on her
two hind legs.

Today Faith is a brisk, upright

They get more than
200 letters and e-mails a
day, run a Web site and make dozens
of appearances every year, including
stops at veterans’ hospitals across the
country to cheer injured soldiers.

That mission is special for Stringfel-
low, whose son left Iraq in September
and is stationed at Fort Wainwright

KIM L. BANGO, MD

Board Certified in Family Medicine

432-263-0500
1608 W. FM 700, Suite D
Big Spring, Texas

“Accepting New Patients”

Se Habla Espanol

FORD YEAR END

SALES
EVE

Drive one.

All the good news you’ve been hearing ... is all true.
And the best deals of the year are here during the

Ford Year End Sales Event.

During the Ford Year End Sales Event you can get 0% APR financing PLUS $1,000 cash
back* on our most popular 2010 models. Including:

Ford Fusion, the most fuel-efficient midsize sedan in America.**

Ford Taurus, America’s most innovative full-size sedan.

Ford Focus, that gets up to 35 highway mpg 11 and gives loads of fun along the way.

But don’t delay. Act now while selection is best.Visit us now!

Sales Tax Deduction for Vehicle Purchases

Buy now and get a deduction on your tax return next year. Limitations apply.

For details, visit irs.gov/recovery.

Bob Brock Ford, Inc.
500 W. 4th » 267-7424

*Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Credit Limited-term financing. For Bonus Cash and 0% APR, take new retail delivery
from dealers back by 1/4/10.See dealers for qualifications and complete details. Excludes Shelby GT-500,™all hybrid models,
F-150 Regular Cab and Raptor, F-650 and F-750 and Edge SE AWD. **EPA-estimated 23 city/34 hwy/27 combined mpg. Fu-
sion S, L-4 automatic, Class is Midsize Sedans, non-hybrid. Actual mileage will vary. tBased on total number of first-in-class

features. Class is Full-Size Non-Luxury Sedan. 1 EPA-estimated 2-4 city/35 hwy. mpg. manual transmission.
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in Alaska. He is
scheduled to get
out of the Army
and head home on
Jan. 1.

For many, Faith
brings a power-
ful message about
overcoming adver-
sity. “Faith has
shown me that dif-
ferent is beautiful,
that it is not the
body you are in
but the soul that
you have,” Jill Sa-
lomon of Montreal,
Canada, wrote on
Faith’s Web site.

Stringfellow
will never forget a
woman from New
York who hap-
pened to see Faith
on a street corner.
She was depressed
and had lost both
legs to diabetes.

“She was in her
wheelchair  and
saw us. She was
crying. She had
seen Faith on tele-
vision. She just
held her and said
she wished she
had that kind of
courage.” String-
fellow said. “She told us: ‘I was on my
way to pick up the gun.” She handed
the pawn ticket to a police officer and
said she didn’t need it anymore.”

That sense of hope is especially im-
portant for Faith’s visits to Army bas-
es. Last weekend she headed to Wash-
ington state, where she met with as
many as 5,000 soldiers at McChord
Air Force Base and Fort Lewis. Some
of the soldiers were headed to war,
some were coming back.

“She just walks around barking and
laughing and excited to see them all,”
Jude Stringfellow said. “There is a
lot of crying, pointing and surprise.
From those who have lost friends or
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Faith, a two-legged dog, walks down Michigan Avenue
to the wonderment of the human pedestrians.

limbs, there can be silence. Some will
shake my hand and thank me, some
will pat her on the head. There is a lot
of quiet, heartfelt, really deep emo-
tion.”

Faith never fails to bring a smile to
a soldier’s face, said Patrick Mcghee,
general manager at Fort Lewis.

“To see the children interact with
Faith is simply priceless,” he said.

But Faith’s most emotional reunion
— with Reuben Stringfellow, who res-
cued her 7 years ago this Christmas
— will have to wait for January. He’s
already gotten Faith a birthday pres-
ent: a peanut butter cookie with her
name on it.
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