
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Congressman Randy Neugebauer (R-Lub-
bock) recently announced he will run for 
re-election to the U.S. House of Representa-

tives during what he describes as 
a “critical time” in this nation’s 
history.

“It has been my distinct honor 
to serve you in Congress and I 
ask the voters of West Texas and 
the Big Country for the oppor-
tunity to continue to be their 
representative in Washington,” 
said Neugebauer. “I was elected 
to represent the ideals of our 

district and my conservative voting record 
is strong — I have one of the most conser-
vative voting records in the United States 
House of Representatives.

“This is a critical time in our nation’s 
history. More than ever, you deserve and 
expect principled representation and lead-
ers who are willing not just to talk, but to 
stand up and fight. As we face wars abroad 
and many challenges at home with a dif-

ficult economy, unemployment and out-of-
control government spending, my desire to 
fight for you and our shared values has nev-
er been greater. I am resolved to continue to 
fight for the protection of life, preservation 
of our freedoms, defending our constitution, 
protection of our free enterprise and the sec-
ond amendment, as well as continuing to 
push back against increased taxation and 

See FILED, Page 3
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Khandin White, right, ponders whether to add more decorations to his gingerbread cookie 
during the Breakfast With Santa event held Saturday at Heritage Museum.

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Howard County commis-
sioners spent much of their 
special meeting Monday 
looking upward, as the court 
gave the go-ahead to begin ac-
cepting bids for new roofs for 
the county courthouse and li-
brary facilities.

According to County Judge 
Mark Barr, the need for a new 
roof became apparent dur-
ing the recent snowfall in the 
Crossroads area.

“As you know, we renovated 
the old district courtroom on 
the third floor to serve as the 
new commissioner’s court-
room,” said Barr. “We had a 
rain shortly after the reno-
vations were completed and 
didn’t have any problems. 
However, the recent snow 

we experienced caused sev-
eral leaks on the third floor to 
show up. After putting all of 
that work into the new court-
room, we didn’t want it to be 
ruined by a leaking roof, so 
we decided to call a special 
meeting this morning to ad-
dress the issue.”

Barr said the court agreed to 
send out bid packets to replace 
the roofs on both the county 
courthouse and library.

“We’ve had problems with 
the roof on the library for 
quite some time now, so it 
seemed like a good idea to go 
ahead and get both of these 
problems fixed at the same 
time,” said Barr.

“We’ll accept sealed bid 
packages over the next two 

See COUNTY, Page 3

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Officials with Adult Protec-
tive Services and Western Na-
tional Bank are asking area 
residents to lend a hand to the 
community’s elderly and dis-
abled this holiday season.

WNB and APS are joining 
forces in sponsoring the Giv-
ing Tree/Be A Star project, 
designed to provide gifts for 
APS clients.

Trees at the bank’s offices 
in Big Spring and Coahoma 
will contain paper ornaments 
with the names of elderly and 
disabled residents. Each or-
nament contains a wish list 
with items such as an electric 
blanket, bath robe, slippers or 
a baseball cap.

“These items are all afford-

able and can make the differ-
ence between having Christ-
mas or not for an elderly or 
disabled person,” an APS 
press release stated. “These 
people are neighbors and citi-
zens of our community. Each 
is special and unique. They 
had meaningful lives and ex-
periences and each deserve a 
moment of our time to make 
the holidays special.”

More than 80 percent of all 
cases reported to APS involve 
neglect, according to infor-
mation from the organiza-
tion. Because of illness or di-
minished mental capacity, an 
elderly person may no longer 
be able to provide adequately 
for his or her own safety, 

See APS, Page 3
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• JESSICA MICHELLE CHAVERA, 28, of 1510 
Sycamore, was arrested Monday on two local war-
rants.

• THEFT was reported in the 1700 block of FM 
700.

• FORGERY was reported in the 200 block of FM 
700.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 
in the 200 block of Circle.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported:
in the 1900 block of N. Highway 87.
in the 1200 block of Birdwell Lane.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 71 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• JESSICA MICHELLE CHAVERA, 28, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
failure to appear warrant for driving while license 
invalid and a charge of failure to appear.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Tucson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 100 block of 
Denton. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1500 block of 
Sunset. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of Fourth Street and Tulane. One per-
son was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 196 
mile marker of Interstate Highway 20. Service 
refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 174 
mile marker of Interstate Highway 20. One person 
was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of Wildfire Road and S. Highway 87. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

Flora Wells
Flora Wells, 53, of Big Spring died Saturday, Dec. 

5, 2009, in a local hospital. Funeral services will be 
held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 9, 2009, at the 

Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood 
Chapel with the Rev. Ed Williamson 
officiating.

Flora was born March 23, 1956, in 
Cleburne and moved to Big Spring 
in 1991.

Survivors include Shelley Smith, 
her legal guardian and family, and 
all of her family at West Texas 
Centers for MHMR.

Memorials may be made to West 
Texas Centers, Mental Retardation Division, 409 
Runnels, Big Spring 79720.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Raymond ‘Mundito’ Villa
Raymond “Mundito” Villa, 51, of Stanton died 

Saturday, Dec. 5, 2009, in Midland. Funeral services 
will be held at 3 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 9, 2009, at St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Chruch in Stanton with Father 
James Plagens officiating and Deacon Clemente 
Villa assisting. Interment will follow at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Cemetery.

A rosary will be held at 7 p.m. tonight at Gilbreath 
Funeral Home.

He was born June 18, 1958, in Big Spring to 
Manuel and Mary Villa. Raymond was a lifetime 
resident of Stanton and was a member of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church.

Survivors include one son, Josh Mendoza of 
Midland; one daughter and son-in-law, Anita and 
Auden DeLaRosa of Midland; two grandchildren; 
two brothers, Sammy Villa and Freddie Villa, both 
of Stanton; and several aunts, uncles and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents and two 
infant sisters.

Arrangements under the direction of Gilbreath 
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can 
be made at: www.npwelch.com
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Fellow American College Of Surgeons
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Problem with Medication

(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser
& Shockwave Technology

- Sexual Dysfunction

1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103
Big Spring, Tx 79720
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Big Spring Symphony
 Association, Inc.

Keith Graumann, 
Music Director and Conductor

Presents

Saturday, December 19th, 2009, 8:00 PM
Trinity Baptist Church

at the new and beautiful Sanctuary
E. FM 700 & Birdwell

with the Coahoma Choir Kids
and Sandra Wallace, Director

Tickets can be purchased at:
KBST Radio  Big Spring Chamber of Commerce  Big Spring Herald

Blum’s Jewelers  Fayes Flowers  Heritage Museum 
Western Bank  (all branches) 

$15  Adults      $10  Seniors        $5  Students

“A Symphonic Christmas”

Bring your whole family and make this concert 
the  highlight of your holiday season

208629

1501 Hilltop

300 Washington 1605 E. 5th

1706 Purdue

THE REAL ESTATE SHOP
263-(SOLD) 7653
(432) 213-2197
601 S. Main St.

Sue Bradbury
Broker-GRI-MLS

11 $1099
208938

For a limited time at participating restaurants
Offer pus applicable tax ©2008 AFC Enterprises, Inc.

    Pieces
         Mixed

Add Sides &
Biscuits For A
Family Feast Phone: (432) 263-5517                                         1701 Lancaster

                                                               Big Spring, TX 79720
“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider” 208720

www.kellynewtoninsurance.com

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! Howard County Feed & SupplyHoward County Feed & Supply
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$7.50 per Bag

701 E. 2
nd

 St            432-267-6411

Obituaries Police blotter

Sheriff

Fire/EMS

Today's Weather
Local 3-Day Forecast

Wed

12/9

58/29
Sunny, along with a
few afternoon clouds.
High 58F. Winds ENE
at 5 to 10 mph.

Sunrise:
7:36 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Thu

12/10

61/35
More sun than clouds.
Highs in the low 60s
and lows in the mid
30s.

Sunrise:
7:36 AM

Sunset:
5:42 PM

Fri

12/11

64/38
Partly cloudy. Highs in
the mid 60s and lows
in the upper 30s.

Sunrise:
7:37 AM

Sunset:
5:42 PM

Brownsville
73/54

Houston

59/37

Austin
59/32

Dallas
44/26

El Paso
57/34

Amarillo
38/15

San Antonio
64/36

Big Spring

58/29

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 47 28 sunny Kingsville 70 45 pt sunny
Amarillo 38 15 sunny Livingston 55 30 mst sunny
Austin 59 32 mst sunny Longview 48 27 mst sunny
Beaumont 61 37 mst sunny Lubbock 48 25 pt sunny
Brownsville 73 54 pt sunny Lufkin 53 30 sunny
Brownwood 50 28 sunny Midland 60 34 pt sunny
Corpus Christi 65 45 pt sunny Raymondville 73 50 pt sunny
Corsicana 45 26 mst sunny Rosenberg 60 37 mst sunny
Dallas 44 26 mst sunny San Antonio 64 36 mst sunny
Del Rio 70 41 mst sunny San Marcos 59 31 mst sunny
El Paso 57 34 sunny Sulphur Springs 45 26 mst sunny
Fort Stockton 66 40 pt sunny Sweetwater 51 28 mst sunny
Gainesville 41 20 sunny Tyler 46 26 mst sunny
Greenville 42 22 mst sunny Weatherford 43 22 sunny
Houston 59 37 pt sunny Wichita Falls 42 18 sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 64 32 rain Minneapolis 13 -3 sn shower
Boston 46 35 mixed New York 47 35 rain
Chicago 34 7 sn shower Phoenix 56 41 pt sunny
Dallas 44 26 mst sunny San Francisco 51 35 mst sunny
Denver 22 8 pt sunny Seattle 35 23 sunny
Houston 59 37 pt sunny St. Louis 34 16 sn shower
Los Angeles 58 42 pt sunny Washington, DC 51 36 rain
Miami 85 72 pt sunny

Moon Phases

Full
Dec 2

Last
Dec 9

New
Dec 16

First
Dec 24

UV Index

Wed

12/9
3

Moderate

Thu

12/10
3

Moderate

Fri

12/11
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2009 American Profile Hometown Content Service

Take note

Support groups

• T&P Federal Credit Union has set up an account 
for Arthur Hernandez Jr.  for medical expenses. 
Arthur has had numerous medical problems the 
past couple of years. He has had several surgeries 
on his stomach, the last one a few weeks ago. After 
the surgery he developed a staph infection. He is 
still in the hospital. The out-of-pocket expenses, the 
travel and expenses for his wife and many other 
numerous expenses are mounting up.  Please help 
Arthur and his wife Melinda in this difficult time 
and make a much-needed donation.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children 
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home.  CASA currently has 
10 active volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of 
Howard County in foster care. A class is forming in 
Howard County and 20 volunteers are needed. For 
more information on becoming a CASA volunteer, 
please contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s Relay for 
Life team is selling cookbooks to raise funds for the 
American Cancer Society. The cookbooks can be 
purchased at the PBX operator’s booth for $10 
apiece. For more information, contact Beverly 
Grant at 268-4952.

TODAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the 

First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels 
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are wel-
come. For more information, contact Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599.

• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m. and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 
more information.

Lottery
Results of the Cash 5 

drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers 

drawn: 3-19-22-35-37.
Number matching five 

of five: 0.

Results of the Texas 
Two Step drawing 
Monday night:

Winning numbers 
drawn: 3-15-18-20. Bonus 
Ball: 26.

Number matching 

four of four, plus Bonus 
Ball: 0.

The winning Daily 4 
numbers drawn Monday 
afternoon by the Texas 
Lottery, in order: 6-4-0-0. 
Sum It Up: 10

The winning Pick 3 
numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas 
Lottery, in order: 5-3-1. 
Sum It Up: 9.



Wave of coordinated attacks strike 
government sites in Baghdad, 
killing at least 94

BAGHDAD (AP) — A series of coordinated at-
tacks struck Baghdad Tuesday, including three car 
bombs that blew up near government sites. At least 
94 were killed and 120 wounded in the worst wave 
of violence in the capital in more than a month, au-
thorities said.

A total of four attacks, which also included a sui-
cide car bomb on a police patrol, showed the ability 
of insurgents to strike high-profile targets in the 
heart of Baghdad. It was another embarrassment 
to Iraqi forces in their expanding role as front-line 
security as U.S. forces plan their withdrawal.

The blasts came as Iraqi officials prepared to an-
nounced the date for next year’s parliamentary 
elections — a move the security forces worry could 
bring an escalation in attacks seeking to discredit 
the pro-Western government of Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki.

The core of the attacks hit central Baghdad with 
three bomb-rigged cars exploding in the span of a 
few minutes.

The targets were the latest assaults directed at 
Iraqi authorities: the Labor Ministry building, a 
court complex near the Iraqi-protected Green Zone 
and the new site of the Finance Ministry after its 
previous building was destroyed in major attacks 
in August.

Afghan leader: Afghanistan 
will need international military aid 
for at least 15 years

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai said Tuesday it will be at least 15 
years before his government can bankroll a securi-
ty force strong enough to protect the country from 
the threat of insurgency.

Speaking at a news conference with U.S. Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates, Karzai repeated his claim 
that Afghan security forces would take the lead in 
securing the nation within five years, but he said 
his nation would need financial help to pay the sala-
ries and equip the growing army and police force.

Afghanistan wants to pay for its forces with its 
own resources, but “that will not be for another 15 
years,” Karzai said, adding that Afghanistan would 
look to the U.S. to help provide the financial back-
ing for a growing Afghan defense force.

“For a number of years, maybe for another 15 to 
20 years, Afghanistan will not be able to sustain a 
force of that nature and capability with its own re-
sources,” Karzai said.

Gates is the first member of President Barack 
Obama’s Cabinet to visit since Obama announced 
last week that he is sending 30,000 reinforcements 
to Afghanistan, but intends to pare down the U.S. 
role in July 2011. The defense secretary and other 
administration officials have described the 2011 
date as just the beginning, with the process likely 
take at least two or three years to complete.

U.N. weather agency says decade 
‘very likely’ warmest on record

COPENHAGEN (AP) — This decade has very 
likely been the warmest in the historical record, 
and 2009 will probably end up as one of the warm-
est years, the U.N. weather agency announced 
Tuesday at the second day of the 192-nation climate 
conference in Copenhagen.

In some areas — parts of Africa, central Asia — 
this will probably be the warmest year, but overall 
2009 “is likely to be about the fifth-warmest year on 
record,” said Michel Jarraud, secretary-general of 
the World Meteorological Organization.

The decade 2000-2009 “is very likely to be the 
warmest on record, warmer than the 1990s, than 
the 1980s and so on,” Jarraud said.

The data were released as negotiators at the two-
week talks worked to craft a global deal to step up 
efforts to stem climate change. On Tuesday, dele-
gates were digging into the dense technicalities of 
“metrics” and “gas inventories,” as governments 
jockeyed for position leading up to the finale late 
next week, when more than 100 national leaders, 
including President Barack Obama, will converge 
on Copenhagen for the final days of bargaining.

In Britain, Prime Minister Gordon Brown urged 
fellow Europeans to raise their bid on reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions to pressure the U.S. and 
others to offer more in the Copenhagen negotia-
tions.

Militants attack intelligence 
office in central Pakistan, 12 killed

MULTAN, Pakistan (AP) — A team of militants 
launched a gun, rocket and suicide attack on an 
intelligence office in central Pakistan on Tuesday, 
killing 12 people in a strike that showed the insur-
gents can hit deep in the heart of the country.

The raid in Multan signaled the relentless deter-
mination of militants, despite being pressured by 
a major army offensive in one of their Afghan bor-
der havens. It came a day after twin bombings at a 
market in the eastern city of Lahore killed 49.

Tuesday’s blast ripped the facades off of several 
buildings in a part of the town largely reserved for 
government and security agencies. Also damaged 
was the apparent target of the blast, a building 
housing an office of Pakistan’s most powerful spy 
agency, Inter-Services Intelligence.

Senior police officer Agha Yusuf said at least 
three militants in a car carried out the attack. One 
of them first fired a rocket and an automatic weap-
on at a police checkpoint. Then the men drove the 
car to the intelligence agency and detonated it.

He said security force members were among the 
12 dead.

Condemned Ohio killer who 
scattered woman’s remains awaits 
1st U.S. single-drug lethal injection

LUCASVILLE, Ohio (AP) — Witnesses to the 
scheduled execution of a killer who scattered a 
woman’s remains across two states could have 
an even more somber experience than those who 
watched previously when Ohio put nearly three 
dozen other inmates to death.

Inmate Kenneth Biros, if executed as planned 
Tuesday morning, would become the first person 
in the U.S. to die by lethal injection with a single 
drug, a process most death penalty experts agree 
will take longer than the old method. Biros’ pro-
cedure would be the first lethal injection since the 
state’s switch from using a three-drug combina-
tion.

If that method fails, a backup plan allows execu-
tioners to inject drugs directly into muscles instead 
of veins.

Ohio overhauled its procedure after the failed at-
tempt at rapist Romell Broom’s execution, which 
was halted by Gov. Ted Strickland in September. 

Executioners tried for two hours to find a usable 
vein for injection, hitting bone and muscle in as 
many as 18 needle sticks that Broom said were very 
painful.

Broom, 53, was sentenced to die for the rape and 
stabbing death of a 14-year-old girl. He has appealed 
the state’s attempt to try to execute him again.

Obama’s envoy begins rare trip 
to North Korea for highest-level 
talks with Pyongyang in year

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — President Barack 
Obama’s envoy began a rare trip to North Korea 
Tuesday for the highest-level talks with the com-
munist nation in more than a year as a senior U.S. 
official warned of strong sanctions against Pyong-
yang unless it rejoins international nuclear talks.

Envoy Stephen Bosworth’s mission is to find out 
whether North Korea will return to the stalled in-
ternational talks on ending its nuclear programs 
after carrying out an atomic test blast in May and 
quitting the six-nation negotiations.

Bosworth’s delegation flew to Pyongyang from a 
U.S. military base near Seoul, the U.S. Embassy in 
Seoul said. North Korea’s official Korean Central 
News Agency later said in a one-sentence dispatch 
that the delegation arrived in Pyongyang.

Footage from broadcaster APTN in Pyongyang 
showed Bosworth and Washington’s lead nuclear 
negotiator, Sung Kim, arriving at an airport in 
Pyongyang, shaking hands with North Korean of-
ficials and posing for photos.
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Exchange Your Old Glucose Meter
For A New FREE Meter!

*While Supplies Last

• No Coding required
• Glucose control detection
• Hematocrit range-20-60%
• Easy-to-read display
• Strip release button
• Alternate site testing
• Automatic On/Off

• 7-14 and 30-day averaging
• 4 testing reminder alarms
• Audible fill detection
• Weekday display
• Ketone test reminder

True Performance State-of-the Art Design
Come By Leonard’s Pharmacy, Professional Pharmacy or Leonard’s Clinic

for your FREE  Exchange! 208689
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NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 12-10-09

267-8226       1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 20 Years

HEALTH SMART • UNITED HEALTHCARE • PRONET
CHAMPUS • BCBS • AETNA • HUMANA • BEECH STREET

PPO PROVIDER FOR:

ACCEpTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital

& Odessa
Morning Appointments Now Available!!

208744

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/09
178311

 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Patsy Ophilia Horn, 
60, died Friday.. Funeral 
services will be at 10 
a.m. Wednesday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel. 
Burial will be atTrinity 
Memorial Park. The 
family will receive 
friends from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Tuesday at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

FILED
Continued from Page 1

over-reaching, big-gov-
ernment policies.”

According to records 
filed with the Texas Sec-
retary of State and the 
Republican and Demo-
cratic parties, Neuge-
bauer has not yet drawn 
an opponent for the 
March primary races.

The congressman said 
he feels it is time for the 
nation to return to the 
ideals of its founding fa-
thers.

“There is a new awak-
ening in our country 
that is being lead by the 
conservative patriots,” 
he said. “It is time to re-
turn to the heritage and 
morals of our founding 
fathers. The constitu-
tion is the framework 
of our democracy and 
should be treated as 
such.

I believe that politi-
cians who have made 
a career of disregard-
ing these basic tenants 

will see an end to their 
service this political 
season. I am honored to 
represent the Christian 
ideals and moral values 
that are a part of the 
foundation of our coun-
try. I am proud to hold 
these values and ask for 
the opportunity to con-

tinue my fight in Wash-
ington.”

Congressman Neuge-
bauer was first elected 
in a special election in 
2003 and has served in 
the House of Represen-
tative since that time.

Contact Staff Writer 

Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

APS
Continued from Page 1

officials said.
The paper ornaments will be on 

the trees in Big Spring and Coa-
homa until Friday. Gifts may be 

returned unwrapped to any of 
the bank locations. The Christ-
mas ornament will need to be 
returned with any items, so gifts 
may be matched to the correct in-
dividual.

For more information, contact 
the local APS office at 263-9654 or 

Western National Bank offices in 
Big Spring (466-0000) or Coahoma 
(394-4256).

Contact Staff Writer Steve Rea-
gan at 263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-
mail at reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1

weeks. We’re making 
arrangements now to 
make sure everything is 
published as required 
by law, and we’ll be 
sending out the specs to 
businesses. If every-
thing goes well, I expect 
we’ll unseal the bids 
prior to the Dec. 28 meet-
ing and take action on 
the item during the reg-
ularly scheduled meet-
ing.”

Barr said it’s unclear 
how much the roof re-
placements will cost un-
til his office receives the 
bids.

“It’s really hard to 
say,” he said. “But we’ll 
try our best to get the bid 
packets out to everyone. 
I don’t know that there 
are many local business-
es that do commercial 
roofs, but if there are, 
we’ll certainly get word 
out to them.”

Commissioners also 
held an executive ses-
sion during the special 
meeting, but no action 
was taken as a result of 

it.
“I had some real estate 

information I needed to 
bring to the court,” said 
Barr. “The court decided 
not to take action on it.”

News in brief▼
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Botched investigations lead to...

The balloon man as media critic

W
hen the United 
States abolishes the 
death penalty, some 
of its most ardent 

proponents ironically may be 
remembered for having made 
the most effective case for its 
demise. Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry’s 
obvious attempt to 
suppress the truth 
in the supposed 
arson case against 
Cameron Todd 
Willingham, ex-
ecuted in 2004 for a 
crime that prob-
ably didn’t occur, 
reveals the hei-
nousness of capital 
punishment. That 
an innocent indi-
vidual can be executed is dis-
turbing. That the death penalty 
— which has claimed about 50 
lives in the United States so far 
this year — is used for political 
purposes, while doing nothing 
to deter violent crime, is abhor-
rent.

Less than two hours before 
Willingham’s execution, Perry 
received a report challenging the 
central evidence against him for 
the supposed arson that killed 
his three young daughters. But 
Perry permitted the execution 
anyway. 

Five years after Willingham’s 
execution, the state Forensic 
Science Commission was on the 
verge of reviewing new findings 
that made a compelling case for 
his innocence. 

But recently, just two days 
before the commission’s review, 
Perry began replacing all four 
governor-appointees on the 
commission. He called his move 
purely routine.

Maybe so. One week before 
Thanksgiving, Texas executed 
Robert Lee Thompson after 
Perry rejected a rare recommen-
dation from the state clemency 
board for the prisoner’s life to be 

spared. In that case, the person 
who actually shot the victim is 
serving a life sentence.

Why is this routine in Texas? 
Facing a Republican primary 
in March, Perry’s actions have 
struck most observers as purely 
political.

After all, the death penalty 
does more to help politicians get 
elected than keep us safe. Most 
criminologists believe that it 
doesn’t deter murder. A recent 
Death Penalty Information 
Center study shows that police 
chiefs around the country rank 
the death penalty last among 
measures that help fight crime. 
Nevertheless, few politicians 
publicly oppose it. Additionally, 
the election of district attorneys 
and judges creates such a strong 
political motive to secure harsh 
sentences that investigations 
and prosecutions can be sullied 
by manipulating evidence.

Securing testimony from dubi-
ous sources to justify a theory of 
someone’s guilt is too easy. For 
example, the government relied 
on a jailhouse snitch (the most 
dubious of all such sources) in 
Willingham’s case and in nu-
merous other cases where strong 
innocence claims have later 
emerged. That’s a factor in the 
Georgia case of Troy Davis, who 
has spent two decades on death 
row and now will have a court 
hear his claim of innocence, 
following a ruling from the Su-
preme Court.

The death penalty gives gov-
ernment godlike power that, 
given human fallibility, is in-
credibly dangerous. In Willing-
ham’s case, arson investigators 
used techniques that have since 
been debunked as “junk sci-
ence.” While witnesses initially 
reported seeing Willingham 
attempting to help his children 
out of his burning house, they 
seemed to change their story 
and remember less sympathetic 
things about him once investiga-

tors started to say they saw clear 
signs of arson.

Texas and other states should 
improve their use of fire sci-
ence and the best technical tools 
available. But bias and ambition 
can always corrupt perceptions 
and conclusions. Justifiable 
outrage over senseless killings 
can color emotions in the search 
for truth. Even the most honor-
able and well-intentioned pros-
ecutors and judges can succumb 
to intense political pressure. 
The results, predictably, are 
wrongful convictions or, as in 
the Willingham case, a wrongful 
execution.

Supreme Court Justice An-
tonin Scalia said in 2006 that he 
didn’t believe the United States 
had executed anyone who was 
innocent. If that had happened, 
Scalia said, “we would not have 
to hunt for it; the innocent’s 
name would be shouted from the 
rooftops.”

Willingham’s name isn’t being 
shouted from rooftops, though it 
should be, along with the names 
of other innocent men who were 
executed like Carlos de Luna, 
Ruben Cantu and Larry Griffin. 
Have we become so numb that 
the killing of innocent people is 
acceptable?

Had Willingham been sen-
tenced to life in prison, he could 
be a free man today.

Instead we are left to ask, as 
former Texas Gov. Mark White 
recently did: Why do we impose 
the death penalty, given the pos-
sibility that an innocent person 
will be executed?

Larry Cox is executive direc-
tor of Amnesty International 
USA. Amnesty International is 
dedicated to freeing prisoners of 
conscience, gaining fair trials 
for political prisoners, ending 
torture, political killings and 
“disappearances” and abolishing 
the death penalty throughout the 
world.

W
hat if Richard Heene, 
the guy who claimed 
his son was acciden-
tally launched in an 

experimental balloon, were a 
media critic instead of a pathetic 
publicity hound?

What if he 
wanted to make 
the point that the 
news media, espe-
cially TV news, is 
overdosing us on 
mayhem and fluff?

Here’s what 
Heene could have 
done: put a puppy 
in his experimen-
tal balloon, instead 
of pretending his 
kid Falcon was in 
it.

The puppy ride would un-
doubtedly have made national 
and international news, with 
images of the tail-wagging dog 
all over the place. TV stations 
would have dispatched helicop-
ters to chase Heene’s balloon. 
The media drama would have 
stretched on for days or longer.

Heene could have said he 
was fixing his balloon, and his 
annoying puppy was biting his 
shoes and knocking over his 
tools. We all know how pups can 
do that. So he put his unruly dog 
in the balloon basket to keep it 
contained, and the balloon acci-
dentally floated away from him. 
(Or, the doggy just jumped in the 
basket of his own accord, like 
Toto in The Wizard of Oz.)

Heene could have pulled off 

the entire stunt without telling 
anyone but the mute puppy.

And then, sitting there on the 
Today Show, with millions of 
morning viewers looking on, 
media-critic Heene could have 
come clean and skewered the 
journalists for paying so much 
attention to his balloon-riding 
puppy, while so much real hor-
ror and tragedy in the world go 
by unnoticed.

Of course, there’s the risk that 
the balloon could have crashed 
and the puppy died, and then 
Heene may have faced animal-
abuse charges. And even if the 
puppy survived, Heene may still 
have been held responsible for 
the emergency-response costs 
and other damages.

Here’s another option.
In his bizarre book, How You 

Can Manipulate the Media, Da-
vid Alexander describes how an 
activist sent out a news release 
threatening to “pour gasoline on 
a puppy and set it afire” to pro-
test U.S. involvement in violence 
in Central America during the 
Reagan administration.

You can imagine the response. 
Local TV coverage. Letters to the 
editor. Protests by animal rights 
groups.

People called the police, but no 
one had any recourse because, 
as Alexander writes, it’s not 
against the law to threaten to 
harm an animal.

The protester scheduled the 
puppy burning to coincide with 
the 5 p.m. news. Several stations 
were broadcasting live when he 

emerged from his house with 
the puppy in hand, according to 
Alexander.

Then the protester turned into 
a media critic on live television. 
He denounced journalists for 
ignoring the problems in Central 
America and for caring more 
about pets than people. He an-
nounced that he would not burn 
his puppy after all. In fact, he 
loved dogs. Media hoax over.

If Heene had been a media 
critic, all he would have had to 
do was threaten to send a puppy 
up in his balloon, and you can 
bet he’d have gotten a ton of me-
dia attention.

The puppy-in-a-balloon threat, 
or possibly an actual canine bal-
loon ride, would have been the 
perfect platform to denounce TV 
news’ fixation on mayhem and 
fluff, especially involving ani-
mals. Heene probably wouldn’t 
have gotten in any trouble at 
all for doing it. (Last week, he 
pleaded guilty to felony charges.)

And, as far as I’m concerned, 
Heene would have been a hero 
for trying to get reporters and 
media consumers alike to wake 
up and demand quality journal-
ism, instead of settling for the in-
creasingly pervasive American 
news diet of infotainment.

Jason Salzman, author of Mak-
ing the News: A Guide for Activ-
ists and Nonprofits, is chairman 
of the board of Rocky Mountain 
Media Watch and a former media 
critic for the shuttered newspaper 
Rocky Mountain News.

I
t is the season. That’s right, we’ve all begun 
to turn our thoughts to Christmas. And that 
means it’s time to begin remembering the vari-
ous charitable drives that take place every year 

here in Big Spring.
While there’s about a month of shopping days 

each year between Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
there’s less time to help out charities.

Now is really the time to take a few minutes and 
remember those less fortunate than ourselves. And 
to remember the spirit of giving far outweighs that 
of getting. It’s a message we preach to our children 
at an early age during the Christmas season.

And this Christmas, as is always the case, there 
are a number of agencies that need our help.

 The Salvation Army’s Angel Trees have the 
Christmas wishes of many needy children and el-
derly citizens on them as well this season.

The Angel Trees are within easy reach, located 
at the Howard County Library, Bealls Department 
Store, Maurice’s, Higginbotham-Bartlett, the Heri-
tage Museum and Wal-Mart In addition, the tree for 
seniors located here at the Herald.  

There’s also still time to help out the Giving Trees 
project in Big Spring.

Child Protective Services annually sponsors a 
Giving Tree in the lobby of Wells Fargo Bank. The 
tree is trimmed with paper ornaments, each bear-
ing the name of a child who has three wishes for 
the holidays. People purchase the gifts indicated on 
those ornaments and return them, unwrapped to 
the tree. Each ornament is marked with the child’s 
shoe and clothing size.

Adult Protective Services’ annual “Be a Star” pro-
gram is also under way and is another opportunity 
to help needy elderly and disabled adults.

So, if you can, take a few minutes to drop by Wells 
Fargo Bank and pick an ornament off the Giving 
Tree and make this a special Christmas for a special 
child; or go by any of the Western National Bank lo-
cations in Big Spring and Coahoma an take pick up 
a star off the “Be a Star” trees.

Additionally, we would also again ask our readers 
to remember that for children, Christmas just isn’t 
Christmas without a new toy.

The Herald and the Salvation Army want to make 
sure no child in Big Spring has to experience that 
feeling this Christmas season, and that’s why we’ll 
again be partnering a joint toy drive.

So, if you can, please heed the call. We’ll have the 
doors open here at the Herald offices every Monday 
through Friday morning at 8 a.m. and will be here 
until 5 p.m. on those days for those wishing to do-
nate to the drive.

The toys will be taken to the Salvation Army and 
distributed just before Christmas. Help us make 
sure they can give every child in need at least one 
new toy this Christmas.

Let’s all be able to say we did our best to make it 
a joyous holiday season throughout Big Spring and 
Howard County.

Remember, the feeling you will receive from help-
ing others is truly what is meant by the Christmas 
spirit.

Remember, it’s
the season to
give to others

letter poliCies
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

a small prayer

With You, Lord, we can achieve our objec-
tives and reach our goals.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Ford Year End Sales Event
2009 F150 And Superduty Closeout
2009 Ford F150 Supercab STX 2009 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT

2009 Ford F350 Crew Cab Lariat
Powerstroke Diesel

2009 Ford F350 Crew Cab Lariat
Powerstroke Diesel

2009 Ford F250 Crew Cab 
Lariat Powerstroke Diesel 4X4

2009 Ford F250 Crew Cab 
Lariat Powerstroke Diesel 4X4

Bright Red, 4.6 V-8, STX Decor Pkg.
Stk# 2108

MSRP $29,600
Customer Cashback & Dealer Discount

$7,360

SALE PRICE

$22,240*

Blue Flame/Gold Accent, 4.6 V-8, Chrome 
Pkg., Texas/Oklahoma Pkg., 

Dual Headrest DVD
Stk# 2175

MSRP $37,760
Customer Cashback / Dealer Discount

$9,683
SALE PRICE

$28,076*

Pueblo Gold, Ebony Leather, 6.4 Diesel, 
Chrome Pkg., Lariat, Plus Pkg. Tailgate Step.

Stk# 2263
MSRP $51,205

Customer Cashback / Dealer Discount
$10,000

SALE PRICE
$41,205*

Oxford White, Ebony Leather, 6.4 Diesel, 
Chrome Pkg., Lariat Plus Pkg., Tailgate Step. 

Stk# 2262
MSRP $51,205

Customer Cashback / Dealer Discount
$10,000

SALE PRICE
$41,205*

Royal Red/Gold Accent, Camel Leather, 6.4
Diesel, Chrome Pkg., Bedliner, 

Lariat Plus Pkg.
Stk# 2231

MSRP $53,965
Customer Cashback / Dealer Discount

$10,000
SALE PRICE

$43,965*

Pueblo Gold, Camel Leather, 6.4 Diesel, 
Chrome Pkg., Bedliner, Lariat Plus Pkg.

Stk# 2232
MSRP $53,495

Customer Cashback / Dealer Discount
$10,000

SALE PRICE
$43,495*

BOB BROCK FORD
Lincoln   Mercury    Nissan

500 W. 4th St.                                                                                   267-7424

210086

*Must Finance Through Ford Motor Credit

Life Relaxed Massage
Now Open
204 West 18th Street432-517-4507

Monday & Tuesday 9 am-5 pm Only! 21
01

78

Gift Certificates 50% Off

By Steve Becker

Courtesy photo

Hard frosts in northern climes prompt the common loon to migrate southward. With its powerful 
wings, the bird can reach 60-62 mph. This specie has been rescued in Dawson, Howard, Midland and 
Mitchell counties.

Bird Poop:
Common loon
finds highway
poor runway
A

nticipating 
the soft buoy-
ancy of the 
water below, 

the bird quickly made 
its approach toward the 
sheen reflected during 
the late afternoon. With 
its small wings unable 
to slow its momentum, 
the bird was accus-
tomed to hitting surfac-
es with its 
breast after 
a rapid de-
scent. Once 
its heavy 
body had 
created a 
huge spray 
on either 
side, it 
would 
settle into 
the watery 
domain to 
feed and 
rest.

Smacking the asphalt 
surface of Interstate 20, 
the bird tumbled from 
the right lane toward 
the shoulder. As dust 
and feathers slowly 
settled around it, an 
approaching motorist 
noticed the large gray 
bird lying on the pave-
ment.

Afraid a truck might 
hit it if it ventured into 
the roadway, the man 
parked his car and hur-
ried toward it. Seeing 
his approach, the bird 
struggled to rise and 
escape. 

Helpless on land, it 
could only push itself 
forward with large 
webbed feet while 
trying to keep its 
balance. As the man 
pressed his hands 
against its wings and 
heavy body, the bird 
nipped at his arms with 

its long, sharp bill.
Delivering it to his 

veterinarian in Mitchell 
County, the man then 
called the game war-
den. “The vet thinks 
it’s a loon. I brought 
it to him to see if it’s 
injured,” he added. Tell-
ing the caller he’d pick 
it up, the officer knew 
he’d probably be mak-
ing a delivery of anoth-
er bird to Big Spring.

The familiar voice 
said the vet had found 
no obvious injuries. 
“Just wanted you to 
make sure it’s OK. I’d 
appreciate your releas-
ing it. See you in about 
an hour.”

While the game 
warden held open the 
carrier gate, I quickly 
reached inside. Hold-
ing on to the protesting 
common loon was like 
handling a squirm-
ing, wriggling 9-pound 
football.

Tapered at both ends 
with the largest heft in 
the middle, the sleek 
bird was the epitome of 
aquatic and aerodynam-
ic planning. Whether 
in the water or air, by 
stretching its long bill 
and neck and extending 
its legs and feet, it could 
pierce watery depths or 
air with ease.

“If the legs work, then 
it’s a matter of a proper 
release site,” we as-
sured the game warden. 
Adding they would be 
well tested, we planned 
to let it paddle in our 
bathtub filled with 
water. 

Turning the bird so 
the game warden could 
see the legs were 

See LOON, Page 7

BeBe

Mccasland
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SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

www.swa1pc.com 
  mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441 • 432.267.8190 fax
mm@swaq1pc.com  email

7265

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated 
in any row, column or box. 

sudoku

LOON
Continued from Page 5

located near the back of 
the body, we added that 
they enable a loon to be 
an excellent diver and 
swimmer. As for walk-
ing, the appendages 
were useless.

Telling him loons 
need a large, long body 
of water, we stressed 
the importance of their 
heading into the wind 
for lift. With wings flap-
ping, they may run on 
the surface for up to a 
quarter of a mile before 
becoming airborne. The 
depth of a lake is also 
important, since loons 
dive for fish, aquatic 
insects and vegetation.

Passing the most 
essential test, the bird 
was taken to a body of 
water known to have 
minnows, perch, crap-
pie and bass. As we 
hiked down a rocky 
path toward the lake, 
I could appreciate 
the ash to brownish 

gray color nature had 
given the bird for fall 
and winter.  Below, its 
cheeks, throat, neck, 
breast and belly were 
white. Except for white 
around the eyes and 
its silvery bill, the loon 
with its drabness would 
attract little attention 
as it floated low in the 
water.

With the touch of 
moisture, its feet began 
to paddle. Eager to put 
some distance between 
us, the loon gracefully 
dove beneath the mir-
ror-like surface. Wait-
ing for a ripple to 
announce its presence 
again, we sensed it was 
feasting on the hidden 
treasures of the lake.

Helping the loon 
have another chance 
to complete its migra-
tion to the coast, we 
knew that in spring 
its plumage would 
change. To accent a 
glossy black head and 
neck, vertical black and 
white streaks would 
adorn its throat. Its 
black back would be 
checkered with white 

squares, while white 
dots decorated its black 
wings, sides and flanks. 
Even its bill would 
be black. In breeding 
coloration it would fly 
northward to remote 

lakes hidden in forests.
At some distance, it 

bobbed out of the water 
and glanced at its new 
environment. Several 
more dives took it even 
farther away. Soon, we 

could see it no more.
Remnants of a cold 

front the day before be-
gan pelting the surface 
and us. In the stillness 
of the approaching 
evening, sleet hitting 

the water, rocks and 
growth played a sym-
phony of its own.

Bebe McCasland is 
federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds.

U.S. plan for horse roundup faces opposition
SPARKS, Nev. (AP) — A 

government plan to round 
up and relocate thousands of 
wild horses in the West faces 
opposition from advocates 
who say the proposal is inhu-
mane and unnecessary.

At a hearing near Reno, 
two dozen advocates pressed 
the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management’s National 
Horse and Burro Advisory 
Board Monday for a morato-
rium on roundups until an 
independent audit of mustang 
numbers can be conducted.

The government wants to 
carry out Interior Secretary 
Ken Salazar’s plan to relocate 
as many as 25,000 wild hors-
es from Western rangelands 
to pastures in the Midwest 
and East out of fear that the 
mustangs’ fast-multiplying 
numbers will lead to mass 
starvation.

While the panel adjourned 
late Monday without taking 

any formal action, at least 
two members, Gary Zakotnik 
and Vern Dooley, said after-
ward they support Salazar’s 
proposal.

“It’s the best and most cost-
effective alternative I’ve seen 
to deal with the horse prob-
lem in my 10 years on the 
board,” Zakotnik said.

“Considering the reality of 
exploding horse numbers, 
it’s a reasonable solution,” 
Dooley said.

Board Chairwoman Robin 
Lohse said she expects the 
panel to make a recommen-
dation sometime next year 
after it learns more about the 
plan.

If the government moves 
forward with its plan, it would 
carry out what is believed 
to be the biggest wild horse 
round-up on federal land.

Among those opposed to 
the round-up are celebrities 
Sheryl Crow, Bill Maher and 

Lily Tomlin, who contend the 
situation is not as dire as the 
government describes, and 
the roundups are inhumane 
and unnecessary.

At the hearing, advocates 
urged the government to 
remove cattle to free up public 
land for one of the most stir-
ring symbols of the American 
West — mustangs thunder-
ing freely across the range. 
They noted non-native cows 
far outnumber mustangs on 
the range.

“Why are cows staying and 
horses have to go?” asked 
Carla Bowers of Volcano, 
Calif. 

“This is insanity. This is 
not right.”

Demar Dahl, a rancher and 
commissioner in Nevada’s 
Elko County, was one of only 
two people who supported 
Salazar’s plan at the hearing. 
Two dozen others expressed 
opposition.

“I’ve learned as a rancher 
that they have to be managed 
for their own good and for the 
good of other resources on the 
range,” Dahl said. “You have 
to control them or damage to 
the range is incredible.”

Ginger Kathrens, executive 
director of the horse advo-
cacy group Cloud Foundation 
based in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., called for the firing of 
BLM officials who oversee 
the wild horse program.

Terri Farley, author of the 
popular “Phantom Stallion” 
series of children’s books, pre-
sented the board with more 
than 200 letters from children 
who oppose Salazar’s plan, 
which she says could cause 
horses to become extinct in 
the wild.

“Children will grow up to 
believe wild horses were like 
unicorns, existing in only sto-
ries,” Farley said. “We want 
to protect the American wild 

horse and ensure a lasting 
legacy for our children and 
grandchildren.”

Jeremy Drew of the north-
ern Nevada chapter of Safari 
Club International said his 
hunting group supports 
Salazar’s plan because mus-
tangs adversely affect wild-
life.

The government argues 
that the mustang population 
in 10 Western states is grow-
ing so rapidly that the horses 
are quickly running out of 
food and damaging the range, 
in part because of drought 
ravaging the region.

The BLM says the number 
of wild horses and burros 
on public lands in the West 
stands at nearly 37,000, about 
half of them in Nevada. An 
additional 34,000 wild horses 
already live away from the 
range in federal-run corrals 
and pastures, and those are 
nearly full.



Kansas, Texas and 
Villanova held the top 
three spots in The 
Associated Press col-
lege basketball poll for 
the second straight 
week Monday. For the 
third consecutive week 
at least three teams 
moved into the Top 25.

The Jayhawks (7-0), 
who beat Alcorn State 
and UCLA last week, 
were again a runaway 
choice at No. 1, receiv-
ing all but three first-
place votes from the 
65-member national 
media panel.

Texas (6-0), which 
beat  Southern 
California in its only 
game last week, and 
Villanova (8-0), which 
beat Drexel and 
Maryland, both received 
one first-place vote.

Kentucky (8-0), which 
beat then-No. 10 North 
Carolina on Saturday, 
was fourth, switching 
places with Purdue 
(7-0). The Boilermakers 
beat Wake Forest and 
Buffalo last week.

West Virginia, 
Syracuse, which got the 
other No. 1 vote, Duke, 
Tennessee and Florida 
rounded out the top 10.

Wisconsin, which 
moved in at No. 20, and 
No. 23 Texas Tech, No. 
24 Georgia Tech and No. 
25 Mississippi moved 
into the rankings this 
week. They replaced 
Clemson, Louisville, 
Florida State and 
Portland.

Last week a record-
tying seven teams 
moved into the poll and 
Florida State and 
Portland were the only 
ones to drop out.

North Carolina fell 
one spot to 11th and was 
followed by Michigan 
State, Ohio State, 
C o n n e c t i c u t , 
Georgetown, Texas 
A&M, Washington, 
UNLV, Cincinnati and 
Wisconsin.

Gonzaga was No. 21 
and Butler was No. 22.

Wisconsin (6-1) were 
ranked for the first 
three polls of 2008-09. 
The Badgers, whose 
only loss was to Gonzaga 

AUSTIN — Simply put, Colt 
McCoy has won like no other 
quarterback in the history of col-
lege football.

His NCAA-best 45th career vic-
tory won the Big 12 and now has 
No. 2 Texas playing for the 
national championship — even if 
it was a game in which he was 1 
second away from college foot-
ball infamy.

The senior quarterback has set 
Texas passing records by the 
dozen and for the second year in 
a row, he’s a top contender for 
the Heisman Trophy as college 
football’s best player. If he wins, 
he would join Texas running 
backs Earl Campbell (1977) and 
Ricky Williams (1998) as Texas’ 
only Heisman winners.

McCoy joined running backs 
Mark Ingram and Toby Gerhart, 
quarterback Tim Tebow and 

defensive tackle Ndamukong 
Suh as Heisman finalists 
announced Monday.

“I’ve never seen a college quar-
terback better than Colt McCoy,” 
said McCoy’s friend and mentor, 
Roger Staubach, himself a 
Heisman winner and Hall of 
Fame quarterback with the 
Dallas Cowboys.

Texas fans never saw it com-
ing.

Not from the skinny country 
kid who took over for Vince 
Young after the 2005 national 
championship season. Not from 
the kid who seemed to be a sec-
ond-rate recruit after the 
Longhorns missed out on Ryan 
Perrilloux, the player everyone 
wanted and LSU got.

McCoy seemed like such a baby 
compared to Young, so much so 
that his coaches worried he’d get 
intimidated by the seniors in his 
own huddle.

But McCoy’s fierce determina-
tion to beat back other contend-
ers for the job — Jevan Snead 
transferred to Mississippi — 
made him the Longhorns’ starter 
as a redshirt freshman and Texas 
kept winning.

Coach Mack Brown had fig-
ured he might be latching on to 
something special when he 
recruited McCoy out of the tiny 
town of Tuscola.

“He’s a guy who was a winner 
in high school in basketball and 
golf and football and everything 
he ever touches,” Brown said.

McCoy won 10 games as a fresh-
man, then 10 more as a sopho-
more. When Texas went 12-1 in 
2008, McCoy was runner-up for 
the Heisman to rival Sam 
Bradford of Oklahoma.

The challenge this season was 
for McCoy to live up to the expec-
tations of a Heisman front-run-

IRVING — The Dallas Cowboys 
already have the December dol-
drums again, no matter how much 
coach Wade Phillips wants to avoid 
that kind of discussion.

“Well, the facts are that we’re 8-4,” 
Phillips said Monday, trying to fire 
a preventive strike for the questions 
he knew were coming. “It’s crush-
ing when you lose a ball game, but 
you’ve got to bounce back from those 
things. It’s a 16-game season, the 
results from the 16 games determine 
where you are.”

Yes, the Cowboys have won two-

thirds of their games so far. But on 
the first Sunday in December, after 
winning seven of their eight previ-
ous games, they couldn’t win despite 
career-best days from Tony Romo 
and Jason Witten, another 100-yard 
game from Miles Austin and even 
two touchdowns from Roy Williams.

With a 10-0 lead and a chance to 
bury the struggling Giants in the 
NFC East, the Cowboys lost 31-24 on 
Sunday in New York.

That allowed the Giants to move 
within one game of the division lead 
instead of falling three games back 
with four to play. And the Cowboys 
now share the NFC East lead with 

Philadelphia, the team that kept 
them from making the playoffs last 
season.

The Cowboys’ failures in December 
have been well-documented, and 
stretch the past 12 seasons — all that 
have passed since they last won a 
playoff game in the 1996 season.

Last year, they were 1-3 in 
December to miss the playoffs by one 
game after a 44-6 loss at Philadelphia 
in the season finale. They were 13-3 
in Phillips’ debut the season before 
that, then lost twice in December 
before getting beat in their first play-

HERALDBIG
SPRING

Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call Joe Zigtema at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. E-mail results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSports
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Cowboys already facing December doldrums
Associated Press

Area basketball teams
in action tonight
Check tomorrow’s Herald for results:

Big Spring girls at Pecos, 7:30 p.m.
Coahoma boys/girls at Miles, 6:30/8 p.m.
Forsan boys/girls at Borden County, 6:30/8 p.m.
Garden City girls at Bronte, 6:30 p.m.
Grape Creek at Stanton girls/boys, 6:30/8 p.m.
Grady girls/boys at Loraine, 6:30/8 p.m.
Big Spring boys at Abilene Wylie, 7:30 p.m. Wed.

Seven Bulldogs, Bulldogettes
make all-tournament teams
Coahoma Invitational All-Tournament team
Girls
Taylor Ritchey - Borden Co.
Ashli Stockton - Sands
April Williams - Permian
Cheyanne Swoopes - Permian
Jami Hale - Stanton
Rachel Fleckenstein - Stanton
Joanna Gonzales - Coahoma

Kalea Neff - Coahoma
K’Leigh Fowler - Coahoma
Kylie Gee - Coahoma
Boys
Johnny Rogers - Sands
Tyler Fulton - Stanton
Jason Vause - Sweetwater
Albert Carrasco - Kermit
Kyle Conaway - Wall
Brandon Willman - Wall
Caneron Schooley - Wall
Lane Douglass - Coahoma
Martin Leija - Coahoma

Sports in brief

Associated Press

AP Top 25

1. Kansas
2. Texas
3. Villanova
4. Kentucky
5. Purdue
6. West Virginia
7. Syracuse
8. Duke
9. Tennessee
10. Florida
11. North Carolina
12. Michigan State
13. Ohio State
14. Connecticut
15. Georgetown
16. Texas A&M
17. Washington
18. UNLV
19. Cincinnati
20. Wisconsin
21. Gonzaga
22. Butler
23. Texas Tech
24. Georgia tech
25. Mississippi 

Texas Tech moves to 
No. 23 in hoops poll

AP PHOTO/Bill Kostroun

Matt Mcbriar and Nick Folk hope the 
Cowboys improve in December.

See MCCOY, Page 13

AP FILE PHOTO/ Harry Cabluck

Texas quarterback Colt McCoy was one of five Heisman finalists announced Monday. He leads the 
NCAA with 45 career wins as a quarterback, and would become Texas’ third Heisman winner.

QB McCoy a winner like no other
Associated Press

See AP POLL, Page 14

ORLANDO, Fla.  — The disparity 
between graduation rates for white 
and black college football players at 
schools headed to bowl games grew 
slightly this year, according to a 
study released Monday.

The annual report by the University 
of Central Florida’s Institute for 
Diversity and Ethics in Sport also 
showed overall academic progress. 
But there were 21 schools that gradu-
ated fewer than 50 percent of their 
black football players, the study 
found. That’s up from 19 last year.

Richard Lapchick, the director of 

the institute, said the widening gap 
between whites and blacks was sur-
prising because those numbers had 
closed in recent years.

“That could be a temporary blip, 
but it certainly caught me by sur-
prise,” he said. “I think part of it is 
the urban education system where a 
lot of the African-American students 
come from is so depleted. Too many 
student-athletes recruited from those 
areas are so far behind when they 
come to college, it’s difficult to catch 
up.”

The study was based on NCAA sta-
tistics collected from member institu-
tions. The analysis is of the 67 schools 

that have accepted bowl invitations 
by Monday.

“There is till roo fr mpovmet,bu te 
red ins re gnealy ovinginthe right 
direction,” NCAA spokesman Erik 
Christianson said in a statement.

The study showed 57 schools had 
graduation success rates of 66 per-
cent or higher for white football play-
ers, which was more than 2.8 times 
the number schools with equivalent 
graduation success rates for black 
football players. That’s up from 56 
schools last year.

Four schools had graduation suc-
cess rates for black football players 
that exceeded rates for white players 

— Connecticut (5 percent higher), 
Troy (7 percent higher), Southern 
Mississippi (8 percent higher) and 
Rutgers (4 percent higher). That was 
down from five schools in last year’s 
study.

Lapchick said getting more minori-
ties in administrative positions — 
like head coaches and athletic direc-
tors — could help curb the numbers. 
He also said he will be looking closer 
at financial issues to see how much, 
if at all, the economic downturn is 
affecting the numbers.

While the disparity between whites 

Grad rates between black, white athletes widening, study shows
Associated Press

See STUDY, Page 14

See DALLAS, Page 14
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Cemetery Lots
ONE CEMETERY lot for $1100 
Trinity Memorial Park Garden 
of Sharon. Present Value 
$1840. Call (940)433-3144 or 
email 
vmewlw2@embarqmail.com

Help Wanted
$$$$Immediate Opening$$$$

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home
Currently hiring the following 

positions:
Certified Nurse Aides

All Shifts
PRN- 

Certified Medication Aide
Salary Based On Experience

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432)268-8387
Fax (432)268-1987 

“Equal Opportunity Employer”
badominguez@

sears-methodist.com

BOOKKEEPER/ TAX PRE-
PARER needed for local ac-
counting firm. Computer and 
tax experience skills a neces-
sity. Apply in person at 307-C 
West 16th, Big Spring.

COASTAL TRANSPORT
We are now hiring drivers to 
deliver petroleum products in 
and around surrounding areas 
of the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Clean driving record
Please contact our office M-F 
8am/5pm for more information 
1-888-527-7221.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

HILLCREST CDC has 
Part-time Child giver position 
available, Mon-Fri. Must have 
high school diploma or GED. 
Hillcrest CDC, 2000 West FM 
700.

PIZZA INN 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

Help Wanted
HOLIDAY WORK Earn up to 
$150 per day Undercover 
Shoppers Needed to Judge 
Retail & Dining Establishments 
Experience Not Required Call 
Now 1-800-565-8079.

LICENSED JOURNEYMAN 
ELECTRICIAN 

Electrical contractor is seeking 
full-time oilfield electrician in 
Big Spring. Person should pos-
sess Journeyman’s license and 
3 or more years oilfield experi-
ence, excellent attention to de-
tail, ability to troubleshoot con-
trols and install equipment.

Apply In Person At:
4010 S. Hwy 87

Big Spring, TX 79720
Submit Resume/
Application To:

Email:    
hr@dixielectric.com
Fax:  866-639-8430
www.dixielectric.com

Benefits include Health, Dental 
and Life insurance, 401(k), 
STD and LTD, Safety Bonus, 
Uniforms, Paid Holidays and 
Vacation. EOE  

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Instructional
BELLYDANCE WORKSHOP
Saturday 12/12 10am-2pm at 
Love to Dance Studio, Odessa. 
Register online 
http://dec2009work
shop.eventbrite.com 
Any questions contact Victoria 
432-230-5456.

Items for Sale
$565 NEW 5pc Micro Fiber Liv-
ing Room set with tables has 
warranty. 432-664-8980.
……………………………………
Full Size Pillow Top Mattress 
Set with warranty, New $145. 
432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818, 512-913-8297 
or 325-650-4544.

Items for Sale
FRESH SHELLED Pecans, will 
deliver in Town  twice weekly. 
Mon. thru Thursday. Call 
432-267-1180 or 816-4644.

NEW LEATHER Sofa with Cof-
fee Table has Factory war-
ranty. $495. 432-664-8980.
……………………………………
All Wood Cherry Sleigh Bed 
with Mattress set. $450 new 
with warranty. 432-664-8980.

WROUGHT IRON Bed with 
rails and Queen Mattress set 
ALL NEW $325. 432-664-8980
……………………………………
Queen Pillow Top Mattress Set 
with Frame both New. $225. 
432-664-8980.

Lost and Found
LOST IN Silver Heels: Male 
German Shepherd, tan/black, 
2-1/2 yrs. Female German 
Shepherd mix, brown/black, 
1-1/2 yrs., floppy ears. Call 
(432)816-6780 or 816-2178.

Miscellaneous
2009 KAWASAKI Mule 600 for 
sale. Low hours. Great condi-
tion. Asking $4,800 OBO. Call 
(432)935-0358.

MICRO FIBER sofa, recliner, & 
coffee table.  Although BRAND 
NEW I must sell asap.   Solid 
wood frame made in the USA. 
Mfg. Warr.  $500. 
806-549-3110..........................    
Children’s bedroom -includes 
headboard and bed frame, 
double dresser, portrait mirror, 
and nightstand.  Still in factory 
crates.  $380. 
806-549-3110..........................

PUB DINING height table and 
chairs, (taller set), never used, 
great for family gatherings.  List 
$1195, sell $350. 
806-438-0081..........................
King size or California king pil-
low top mattress and founda-
tion.   BRAND NEW!!! with 
original tags.  $260. 
806-549-3110...........................

On the Farm
HAY FOR Sale. Red Top 
Cane. Call (432)270-5882, 
270-5872 or 353-4242.

Pets
CHRISTMAS GIFT BORDER 
COLLIE PUPPIES. Mom 
red/white and training smart. 
Father black/white from work-
ing bloodline. Several blue 
eyed. Reserve yours today. 
$100-$150. Call (432)466-1532 
(432)466-1512.

JACK   RUSSELL puppies, 
6 weeks old., pure  breed. 
Make excellent Christmas 
Gifts.  Only (2) Male- $125.00 
& (5) Females- $100.00 each. 
Call (432)935-4060.

Real Estate for Rent
$200/MO! 4 bed, 2 bath Fore-
closure! Or $18,000! Won’t 
Last! 5% down, 15 yrs. @ 8%!
For listings 800-579-7991 ext 
T790.

1101 DOUGLAS. All electric, 
water paid. Refrigerator, stove, 
washer/dryer, Central Heat/Air. 
Great View. $600. month, 
$600. deposit. References. No 
pets, prefer non-smoking. Call 
(432)213-2319.

1504 B Wood. 2 bdrm,  1 bath 
Duplex. All bills paid.  $600.00 
month, $500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)212-3646.

Real Estate for Rent
2606 CHANUTE Drive, 3 bdrm, 
1-1/2 bath, fenced yard, CH/A. 
$785. month, $500. deposit. 
One Year Lease Required. No 
indoor pets.  Call 
(432)770-5656 Owner/ Broker.

3702 HAMILTON or 3621 Con-
naly- 3 Bedroom, CH/A, fenced 
yard, tile floors, carpeted bed-
rooms, No pets, No HUD. 
$700.00 month, $400.00 de-
posit. Call (432)816-1464.

All BILLS PAID
2 Bdrm, 1 bath 

Apartment 
with Cable 

$699/month
Call (432)263-1252

BUILDING FOR Rent @ 2908 
North Birdwell Lane. Needs 
some work. $250. per month 
as is, $250. deposit and 1 year 
lease. Please  contact Lucy @ 
(432)263-5000 for more info.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 Bed-
room  Homes.  Pool, 24 hour 
maintenance, Central Heat and 
Air, stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, furnished. Washer/ 
dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 

1, 2 & 3 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking

No application fees
No credit checks
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee

!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

Real Estate for Sale
AFFORDABLE 3 bedroom, 2 
bath. Corner lot, carport, cov-
ered patio, privacy fence, dog 
kennel, CH/A, Located at 1500 
Nolan. $50,000.00. Call to see 
432-263-4971.

BY OWNER 2500 Carleton 
Drive, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, CH/A. 
New carpet & paint. $79,000.. 
Call 432-263-6997.

FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)270-8920 or 
Home Realtors.

FOR SALE- 3/1- 1303 College 
New Carpet, Easy Terms. 
Owner will Finance for as Low 
as $343. Call (325)277-4923.

FOR SALE: 1104 Lloyd Ave. 
2/1, 2 carports, storm shelter, 
small apt. in back. $35,000.00. 
No owner finance. By appoint-
ment call (432)816-4485.
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com
OWNER FINANCE, $2,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 432-270-8920 or Home 
Realtors.

Real Estate for Sale
FOR SALE: 1303 College, 
1104 Pickens, 603  Circle, 
1307 Mt. Vernon, 1401 Settles, 
1510 Oriole & 1411 Sycamore. 
Call Lana at TruStar RE 
(432)264-8166.

NEWLY RENOVATED 4004 
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call 
for info. 432-212-3646.

NICE ESTABLISHED neigh-
borhood- 1312 Sycamore, 3/2, 
fenced backyard w/garage. 
Nicely Landscaped. 
$59,500.00. Owner Financing 
or Cash.  Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE- 3 Bdrm, 1 
bath. 1307 Mt. Vernon. As Low 
as $343. with easy terms. Call 
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE- 3/1 with 
wood Floors on 1104 Pickens. 
Easy Terms. Payment as low 
as $343. Call (325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE- 1300 
Wright 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Easy Terms. $206.00 Monthly. 
Call 325-277-4923.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
2002 SUZUKI Marauder 800 
cc. Nicest bike in town. Good 
Christmas Gift, windshield, 
saddle bags and lots of 
chrome, 12,000 miles. Asking 
$3,800.. Call 806-281-2394.

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2008 GMC 2500 4X4
38,000 Local One Owner 

Miles.

2003 Olds Aurora
V8, Loaded, 
24,000 Miles.

2001 Volkswagen Passat 
V6, Leather Interior,

Sunroof.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

208803

$5,995

$32,995

$9,995

$38,995

2008 Yukon Denali
Navigation, Loaded, 42,000 One Owner Miles.

 $39,995

2010 Chevy Camaro SS

Price Reduced

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

BUY•SELL•TRADE
In the

Big Spring Herald Classifieds
263-7331
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

AC & HEATING

Johnson Heating Conditioning
Air & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating Units 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

DIRT WORK

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

20
04

11

J & W Sand,
Gravel and Dozer Service

432-213-5342
Experienced / References

Good Rates
Free Estimates!!!

Residential Work

200411 J & W sand.indd   1 7/16/09   8:15:10 AM

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331

 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

 LAWN SERVICE

20
13

32

Fall Cleanup • Hauling
Tilling • Tree Trimming

• Clean Out Storage Buildings
• Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
Speedy

Construction
We Do It All!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical

AC, Roofs, New Additions
Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep

Phone: 432-816-3832
Cell: 432-816-3832

24
Hr.

Sr.
Disc.

HOUSE LEVELING

AMERITEX
House Leveling

Pier & Beam, Brick & Slabs, Concrete Repair
Mold  Fungus Removal, Pressure Washing

Senior Citizens Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

325-716-9166
BIG SPRING                                                                  MIDLAND 20

08
13

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

20
09

39

Ron's Construction
Bath, Kitchen, Home Remodeling, 
Painting, Repairs, Tile, Drywall, 
Cabinets,  Countertops,  Storage 

Buildings, Patios. 

(432) 213-7686
Free Estimates

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds
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JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

REALTY ROOFING

RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

Ventura-3-13-09.indd   1 3/13/09   9:16:29 AM

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416
Christie Larson
432.213.4647
Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins

432.213.5454
Pat Rutledge

432.270.7706
Pat Hardison

432.270.8277

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

 SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof

Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
 Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835
 Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855 1
6

9
7

6
1

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

If there is a neat freak 
in you at all, it will make 
an appearance during 
the Virgo moon. Clutter 
b e c o m e s 
annoying, 
if not 
u n b e a r -
able. Plus, 
a busy rush 
is about to 
hit, and it’s 
important 
to get orga-
nized and 
ready. Do 
some care-
ful sorting 
and you’ll 
catch something that 
would have otherwise 
slipped through the 
cracks and caused dis-
harmony. 

ARIES  (March 
21-April 19). Making dif-
ficult decisions is hard, 
but you have a way of 
seeing into the heart of 
a matter, which makes 
you an invaluable con-
tributor to the decision-
making process. Anyone 
who seeks out your wis-
dom will be well reward-

ed.
TAURUS (April 

20-May 20). If you are 
dissatisfied with your 
current job, know that 
it is only a stepping-
stone to your future des-
tiny. This is not the end 
of the story — it’s not 
even halfway through 
the beginning!

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Making excuses for 
other people is a signal 
of spurious virtue, 
which is why you don’t 
do it. You believe we are 
all accountable for our 
own actions. Today, this 
kind of integrity will 
take you a long way.

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). Plato said, 
“Be kind, for everyone 
you meet is fighting a 
hard battle.” You will 
live this Platonic  
advice, giving people 
the benefit of the doubt 
whether they be co-
workers, family or 
strangers.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
If you were a 60-watt 
bulb, you’d figure out a 

way to burn at 65 watts 
without breaking glass. 
It’s basic to your per-
sonality to push your-
self to the limit, which 
is why you will glow 
brighter than the rest.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). The wisest thinkers 
are seldom the best 
speakers. And a power-
ful orator might not 
always have much to 
say. You, however, will 
display talent for both 
thinking and speaking 
and make a maximum 
impact today.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). Your ideas about 
who you are will be 
challenged. You will be 
reminded that you are 
more than the role you 
play to others. There is 
a beautiful versatility 
that emerges in you this 
afternoon. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). There is no 
need for you to be envi-
ous of all the attention a 
friend is getting. 
Instead, be a student of 
the situation. Take 

notes so you know what 
to do when it’s your turn 
— that’s coming next.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). Whatever 
you are supposed to be 
doing, just show up. You 
may feel that you’re not 
equipped for the job or 
that you’re out of your 
league, but go anyway. 
It’s amazing what you 
can accomplish just 
because you’re willing.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). You’ve 
opened your mind to 
new possibilities on a 
variety of topics, from 
what’s for dinner to 
with whom you’ll spend 
the rest of your life. 
From this standpoint, 
the future is a glorious 
mystery. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). You’ll be 
among strangers, and 
intimidating ones to 
boot. Think about being 
expansive instead of 
contracting into your-
self. Remind yourself 
that you’re fantastic and 
your body language will 

reflect that confidence.
PISCES  (Feb. 

19-March 20). You have 
something important to 
impart, and yet it won’t 
be received as such 
unless you make the 
extra effort to ensure 
that you are heard. Get 
the full attention of your 
audience before you 
begin. 

T O D A Y ’ S 
BIRTHDAY (Dec. 8). 
You go into this fresh 
era with a bold, ener-
getic spirit. You’ll enjoy 
the new respect others 
pay you in January. 
You’ll put together a 
fantastic presentation 
in February and win a 
job or heart in the pro-
cess. March is your 
chance to brush up on 
skills and gain the 
knowledge you need to 
enter a new career 
arena. Leo and Scorpio 
people adore you. Lucky 
numbers are: 44, 28, 31, 
16 and 18.

C E L E B R I T Y 
PROFILES: Celebrity 
chef and restaurateur 

Bobby Flay was born 
under the sign of travel, 
passion and adventure. 
Sagittarius natives 
enjoy expanding their 
awareness of the world 
and other cultures. 
Tasting the food and 
drink of a region is one 
way to accomplish this 
aim that doesn’t neces-
sarily involve travel. 
Flay has Mercury in 
Capricorn and Mars in 
Virgo, indicating a stel-
lar work ethic. 

 
If you would like to 

write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Holiday Mathis page, 
or you may send her a 
postcard in the mail. To 
find out more about 
Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS.
COM

Dear Annie: Four 
years ago, my mother 
moved to Florida to be 
closer to my two sisters 
and their families. Now 
they are planning a 
party for her 90th birth-
day, and my sister has 
set the date for 
Christmas Eve. 

The relatives who still 
live here have said they 
cannot attend at that 
time and asked that they 
please wait until after 
the first of the year. 
Everyone would rather 
be home for Christmas 
with their children, 
grandchildren and 
friends. 

A few of us drive down 
in the summer and stay 
for the weekend. 
Whenever Mom isn’t 
well, I fly down. 

I spent time with her 
just a few months ago. I 
want to be home for the 
holidays, but my sisters 
will be unforgiving if I 
don’t come to the party. 

I am older than they 
are and retired. I don’t 

feel up to traveling, and 
these trips are getting 
expensive. What should 
I do? — Don’t Want To 
Go

Dear Don’t: It would 
have been nice had your 
sisters been more con-
siderate and planned 
the party with the other 
relatives in mind, but it 
doesn’t seem as if they 
are going to change 
their plans. 

You are fortunate to 
have a mother who is 
going to be 90. How 
many more birthdays 
will you be able to spend 
with her? Please go. And 
take as many family 
members with you as 
possible. 

They all should see 
Mom before they spend 
every Christmas with-
out her. 

We know it’s an impo-
sition and a burden, but 
we urge you to do this 
while you can. You 
won’t regret it.

D e a r 
Annie: I 
need some 
advice on 
handling 
gossips. 

There is 
a woman 
in my 
b u i l d i n g 
who goes 
a r o u n d 
gossiping 
all day. 
Needless 
to say, half 
of what 
she tells 
people is 
untrue. 

Everyone knows her 
and what she is like, but 
I recently had an 
encounter with her that 
ended in a shouting 
match. Now I am her 
main topic of conversa-
tion. 

So far, I’ve been ignor-
ing her, hoping her fas-
cination with my life 
will wear off. Is there 
any way to get her to 
stop? — No Gossip For 

Me
 
Dear No: 

Since every-
one knows 
this woman 
is a gossip 
and a fabri-
cator, ignor-
ing her is 
the best way 
to deal with 
it.

 If she gets 
a rise out of 
you, it gar-
ners her 
some atten-
tion. 

It is important, how-
ever, that you do this in 
a very offhanded man-
ner. Don’t be upset or 
brusque. 

Pretend it doesn’t 
bother you in the least. 
And when others are 
present, be friendly and 
charm their socks off. It 
will drive her batty.

Dear Annie: I was 
amused by “Cover Up 
and Learn’s” reluctance 

to tell her students to 
“button up.” I also teach 
at a post-secondary 
institution, and we have 
seen many young 
women who are busting 
out all over, including 
some wearing pants that 
are extremely tight and 
low enough to show a 
long streak of naked 
behind.

Our staff decided to 
approach the issue with 
firmness and humor. At 
the beginning of the 
year, we pointed out 
that their education is a 
steppingstone to getting 
a job, and that part of 
being in the work envi-
ronment is learning to 
dress in a manner that 
does not distract oth-
ers. 

We requested that stu-
dents dress in a manner 
that is respectful, 
including putting sweat-
ers over crude T-shirts. 

To remind them 
throughout the year, a 
few of us have signs in 
our rooms saying “No 

cleavage, front or 
back.” 

Frankly, some of our 
students had never con-
sidered the concept 
before. 

They were quite 
respectful when we 
pointed out the other 
side of the issue. The 
students comply with 
this request, and we sel-
dom have an issue with 
inappropriate clothing 
in our workplace. 

All they needed was 
the knowledge that their 
clothing was distracting 
or disturbing. And isn’t 
that part of our job? — 
S.K. in Canada

Dear S.K.: Explaining 
instead of criticizing is 
always useful, and 
sometimes humor gets 
the point across where 
other attempts fail. 
Thanks for saying so.

® 2009 CREATORS.
COM 
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Today is Tuesday, Dec. 8, the 
342nd day of 2009. There are 23 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 8, 1941, the United 
States entered World War II as 
Congress declared war against 
Japan, a day after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor.

On this date:
In 1776, during the 

Revolutionary War, Gen. 
George Washington’s retreat-
ing army crossed the Delaware 
River from New Jersey into 
Pennsylvania.

In 1854, Pope Pius IX pro-
claimed the Catholic dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception, 
which holds that Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, was free of 
original sin from the moment 
of her own conception.

In 1863, President Abraham 
Lincoln announced his plan for 
the reconstruction of the 
South.

In 1886, the American 
Federation of Labor was found-

ed in Columbus, Ohio.
In 1949, the Chinese 

Nationalist government moved 
from the Chinese mainland to 
Formosa as the Communists 
pressed their attacks.

In 1978, former Israeli Prime 
Minister Golda Meir died in 
Jerusalem at age 80.

In 1980, rock star John 
Lennon was shot to death out-
side his New York City apart-
ment building by Mark David 
Chapman, an apparently 
deranged fan.

In 1982, a man demanding an 
end to nuclear weapons held 
the Washington Monument 
hostage, threatening to blow it 
up with explosives he claimed 
were inside a van. (After a 
10-hour standoff, Norman D. 
Mayer was shot dead by police; 
it turned out there were no 
explosives.)

In 1987, President Ronald 
Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev signed a 
treaty at the White House call-
ing for destruction of interme-
diate-range nuclear missiles.

In 1993, President Bill Clinton 
signed into U.S. law the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement, which went into 
effect at the start of 1994.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor-

director Maximilian Schell is 
79. Actor James MacArthur is 
72. Flutist James Galway is 70. 
Singer Jerry Butler is 70. Pop 
musician Bobby Elliott (The 
Hollies) is 68. Actress Mary 
Woronov is 66. Actor John 
Rubinstein is 63. Rock singer-
musician Gregg Allman is 62. 
Reggae singer Toots Hibbert 
(Toots and the Maytals) is 61. 
Actress Kim Basinger is 56. 
Rock musician Warren 
Cuccurullo is 53. Rock musi-
cian Phil Collen (Def Leppard) 
is 52. Country singer Marty 
Raybon is 50. Rock musician 
Marty Friedman is 47. Actor 
Wendell Pierce is 46. Actress 
Teri Hatcher is 45. Rapper 
Bushwick Bill (The Geto Boys) 
is 43. Singer Sinead O’Connor 
is 43. 

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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 Spanish
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 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Daybreak 
News 

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... CCM (Off Air) Paid Hello Doll Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

(:34) News Married... Moody Paid Movie: 
Peggy Sue 
Got Married 

Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

Daybreak 
News 

Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Chumney Arthur Paid Paid Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Upd Martha Robison Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Meyer Paid Charmed Wendy Wil-
liams

Agent SportsCenter 
Paid SavedBell Sid Paid Movie: 

October Sky, 
Laura Dern 

Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Hatchett Fresh Pr. Super Cash Cab CSI: NY Charmed The 
Mo’Nique 

Handy SportsCenter 
Hatchett Fresh Pr. Dinosaur Cash Cab Movers

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

The People’s 
Court

Live Regis & 
Kelly

Amores Just McGee Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Charmed Jamie F. Jungle ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Home Im Brad Cash Cab Jamie F. Einsteins

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen DeGe-
neres

The Price Is 
Right

Home Im Holmes Clifford A Haunting Movie: The 
Blue Lagoon 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

ER Game Tigger SportsCenter 
Anita Yes, Dear Sprna Word Game Charlie

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Paid Necesito una 
Amiga

Judge A. Young-Rest-
less

Pecados 
Ajenos

Rachael Ray Yes, Dear Mark Super A Haunting CSI: Crime 
Scn

Las Vegas Chris Movie: 
Chicken Little

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Raymond Granger Dragon Chris

  :PM
 12 :30

Midday News All My Chil-
dren 

Alma Indom-
able

Judge News La Tormenta Days of our 
Lives

King Upd Big World A Haunting Movie: The 
Astronaut 
Farmer, 
Bruce Dern 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Las Vegas Movie: Bad 
Company, 
Matthew 
Marsh

SportsCenter 
Judge Bold King McDonald Garden Sonny

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Judge Mathis As the World 
Turns

America The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Light Kitchen A Haunting CSI: Crime 
Scn

Cold Case Sonny SportsCenter NFL Prime-
Time Raymond Dr. Ciao Italia Sonny

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Tormenta The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Payne Light of the 
Southwest

Beads A Haunting CSI: Crime 
Scn

Cold Case Sonny Scott Van 
Pelt

Lines
Payne Martha Movie: Jack, 

Jennifer 
Lopez

Jamie F. Sonny Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge A. Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil Jim Maya Ghost Lab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Game Phineas SportsNation NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. Judge A. Jim WordGirl Game Phineas Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Smarter Al Rojo Vivo News Friends Retro Fetch Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Chris Phineas Baseball 
Tonight

Around
Deal No News Inside Friends Sala Cyber Cash Cab Chris Phineas Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Seinfeld Scrivner BBC Cash Cab Movie: All 
I Want for 
Christmas 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Phineas Around SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Offi ce Uri Harel Business Cash Cab Suite Life Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Gancho Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Name Dr. Young PBS News-
Hour 

Dirty Jobs UFC Un-
leashed 

Bones Wizards Football College 
Basketball: 
Jimmy V 
Classic

Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Name Harris Movie: High-
er Learning, 
Michael 
Rapaport 

Montana NFL Live

  :PM
 7 :30

GMT Special Christmas Nombre-
Amor

So You Think 
You Can 
Dance 

NCIS Más Sabe el 
Diablo

The Biggest 
Loser 

Offi ce Upd Nova Dirty Jobs Movie: 
Grease, 
Stockard 
Channing

UFC Un-
leashed 

Bones Adventures 
of Sharkboy

NBA Coast-
to-Coast Landing Offi ce Victory

  :PM
 8 :30

Scrubs Scrubs Sortilegio NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Pobres Offi ce Light of the 
Southwest

Frontline  
(DVS)

Dirty Jobs Super Law & Order College 
Basketball: 
Jimmy V 
Classic

Better Off Better Off Offi ce Ult. Knock-
outs

Phineas

  :PM
 9 :30

the forgotten the forgotten Aquí y Ahora Simpsons The Good 
Wife 

Victorinos The Jay 
Leno Show

Certain Age Independent 
Lens

Ghost Lab Law & Order Monica Phineas Rodeo: 
Wrangler 
National Fi-
nals -- Sixth 
Round. 

Friends Movie: 
Ghost, 
Whoopi 
Goldberg 

UFC 107 
Countdown

Monica Montana

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Lopez 
Tonight

Upd Charlie Rose Dirty Jobs CSI: NY The 
Mo’Nique 

Wizards
Nightline Nightline Noticiero TMZ Letterman Decisiones Tonight Show Cortes Police 

Chases
So Raven SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Escuelita 
VIP

Law & Order: 
SVU

My Boys Ministerio-
Vida

BBC Dirty Jobs CSI: NY Wendy Wil-
liams

Life De
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late Decisiones Late Night-
Jim

Seinfeld Smiley Ways Die Cory Fastbreak

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Torrente, un 
Torbel

Paid Sex & Upd (Off Air) Ghost Lab CSI: Crime 
Scn

NUMB3RS Movie: High-
er Learning, 
Michael 
Rapaport 

Replace NFL Live SportsCenter 
News Paid King-Hill Insider Pagado News Sex & Church Movie: 

Ghost, 
Whoopi 
Goldberg 

Kim SportsNation 

  :AM
 1 :30

Fast Cash Paid Mujer... Paid Entertain Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Lopez 
Tonight

Light of the 
Southwest

Cash Cab Star Trek: 
Voyager

Cold Case Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Cero RENO 911 Paid Empresa 

Perdona 
Momento de 
Locura

Cash Cab Dragon World Series

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:05) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Paid (:07) Up to 
the Minute

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: 
Housesitter, 
Dana Delany 

Paid Unsolved 
Mysteries

Cold Case Proud SportsNation 
Paid RENO 911 Paid Played Whiskers College 

Football  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: 
Highlander, 
Roxanne 
Hart

Last Call In Touch-Dr Paid Paid Without a 
Trace

BET Inspira-
tion

Recess SportsCenter 
Pantera Early Tdy Paid The 

Concorde: 
Airport ’79 

Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married... McDonald Paid Paid Without a 
Trace

Paid Lilo Stitch SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Bill Cloud Paid Paid Inspira Lilo Stitch Fastbreak
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ner. It wasn’t easy.
Texas kept winning, 

but McCoy struggled 
early. He got the flu and 
looked out of sync. The 
annual rivalry with 
Oklahoma raised more 
questions than it 
answered about the 
Heisman when McCoy 
looked bad with 127 
yards passing. Even he 
admitted his best play of 
they day was a touch-
down-saving tackle after 
he threw a fourth-quar-
ter interception.

But in a season in 
which no one seemed to 
seize Heisman momen-
tum, McCoy had plenty 
of time to generate his 
own.

A conversation with 
Staubach helped McCoy 
relax. Staubach told him 
to have fun.

“I basically started the 
season over after that 
point ... tried to be the 
leader out there, a guy 
that your teammates can 
trust and follow,” McCoy 
said.

McCoy was at his best 

over the next five weeks 
as Texas plowed over 
Missouri, Oklahoma 
State, Central Florida, 
Baylor and Kansas.

His 470 passing yards 
against Central Florida 
just missed a school 
record. Two weeks later, 
he set the NCAA career 
record for victories by a 
starting quarterbacks 
in a 51-20 win over 
Kansas.

He passed for 396 yards 
and four touchdowns in 
front of a national televi-
sion audience. Texas 
fans chanted “Colt For 
Heisman!” as he took a 
victory lap around his 
home field for the last 
time.

A week later, McCoy’ 
304 yards passing and 
165 yards rushing in a 
wild 49-39 win over 
Texas A&M. A 65-yard 
touchdown run when he 
pulled away from three 
defenders chasing him 
conjured memories of 
Young’s best plays for 
the Longhorns.

“If anyone has a better 
Heisman moment than 
that, I’d like to see it,” 
Brown said.

It was a Heisman 

moment followed by 
near disaster.

Texas trailed Nebraska 
12-10 in the final seconds 
of the Big 12 champion-
ship game. The 
Longhorns drove within 
field goal range but 
McCoy seemed unaware 
as the final seconds 
ticked down. Instead of 
calling timeout or spik-
ing the ball, McCoy 
rolled to his right before 
lofting a lazy pass into 
the stands to stop the 
clock.

At first it looked like a 
blunder for the ages. The 
clock went all they way 
down to 0:00. Nebraska 
players stormed the 
field, thinking they had 
won and knocked McCoy 
and the Longhorns out 
of the title chase.

It wasn’t until an offi-
cial review put 1 second 
back on the clock, allow-
ing Texas’ Hunter 
Lawrence to kick the 
winning field goal. Ever 
confident, McCoy said 
in the post-game inter-
view he knew exactly 
how much time was left 
and that everything was 
under control.

For McCoy, it was his 
12th career second-half 
comeback, eighth in the 
fourth quarter.

He had won again. And 
the Longhorns march on 
to California to play No. 
1 Alabama for the nation-
al championship.

“He always finds a way 
to get the job done,” wide 
receiver Jordan Shipley 
said. “He always finds a 
way to win.”
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Buffalo Country Fina
4911 S. Hwy. 87                                                    267-5050

- Breakfast and Daily Lunch
- Call In Orders Welcome
- Catering Also Available

6 am to 2 pm - Monday thru Friday

Burger
Special
$5.89

20
17

56

Los Tres Mesquites
1103 E. 11th                          517-4298

Daily Specials

208770

2 Hamburgers

Pork Chops & Eggs

Cheese Quesadillas
 with Ground Beef 

or Ham
Asado Special

Chicken Fried Steak

Monday Thru Saturday 7 am to 2 pm & 5 pm to 8 pm
Sunday 7 am to 2 pm

$5.00
$3.69

$6.95

$6.59

In The Big Spring Mall

Mon.-Fri. 11 am - 7 pm
Saturday 12 Noon to 7 pm

• Daily Lunch Specials
• Soup, Salads & Sandwiches
• 24 Flavors Of Blue Bell Ice Cream

From Our House 
To Yours,

Merry
Christmas!

1808 E. Hwy. 350
Mon.-Fri. 10:30am-2pm & 4:30pm-9pm  Sat. 10:30am-9pm

208783

La Posada Restaurant
206 N. 4th St.

Lunch Specials 
$4.95
Buffet 
$7.95

We Have It All!
Banquet Rooms • School Discounts
Now Taking Christmas Reservations

Mon.-Sun. 
11 am-2 pm 

& 
5 pm-9 pm

Closed Sun. Night

20
98

93

432-267-6843 • 432-267-9112

Wagon 
             Wheel

Drive In - 2010 Scurry St.
267-2851 200158

   300 N. Gregg St.                                                 267-2310
201582

Alberto’s Crystal 
Cafe

Serving
West Texas

Since
1974

DINING AROUND 
TOWN

Taste-test these local restaurants for a variety of great food.

Spanish Inn 
Since 1943

267-9340
200 N. 3rd St.

Tuesday Thru Saturday
 11 am-2 pm & 5 pm - 9 pm

20
27

50

Brenda’s BBQ & More
904 East 3rd Street
(432) 263-2899

Tuesday thru Saturday 11 am-9 pm
Dine In, Carry Out, Catering

200822

Mon. Thru Thur.
6:30 am to 2 pm

Friday
6:30 am to 7:30 pm

Saturday
6:30 am to 2 pm
Closed Sunday

202747

Dell’s Cafe
• Great Breakfast
• Lunch Served Mon-Fri.

1608 E. 4th St.
Mon.-Sat. 6 am - 2 pm

267-9323
200529

Casa Blanca
Restaurant

“For The Finest In Authentic
Mexican Food”

Tuesday Thru Saturday 11 am-1:30 pm & 5 pm-8:30 pm

Closed
Sunday &
Monday

263-1162
1005

Lamesa Hwy.

Checks Not
 Accepted

20
27

25

Owned By
The Rodriguez Family

HBrisket
H Chicken
H Sausage
H Ribs
H Hamburgers
       
      BYOB

6 am  to 2 pm  & 5 pm to 8 pm
(closed weekends & wed. nights)

-IN TOWN PRIVATE 
PARTIES

AND CATERING
AVAILABLE

Call (432) 213-5123
6004 S. Service Rd. Take Moss Lake Exit

Vickie’s Cafe
204 NW Broadway • Coahoma

- Daily Lunch -
 All You Can Eat Fish & Shrimp (Thurs. & Fri.)

Mon. Fri.
6 am-9 pm

432-394-4584        Cell 432-213-1387

Sun. 6 am-8 pm
Closed Sat.

202810

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR

DEALER

3206 E. F.M. 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E 3

1
6

4
0

BOARD CERTIFIED
PERSONAL INJURY TRIAL LAWYER
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

DAVID P. WILLIS � ATTORNEY AT LAW

1-800-883-9858

REGLAN 
Reglan® (metoclopramide) has been linked to a

serious condition called Tardive Dyskinesia (TD),
which causes involuntary movements of the tongue,
face or mouth, lip smacking, shakes, NMS, Dystonia,
Akathisia and other Parkinson�s-like symptoms.

In Feb. 2009, the FDA required the manufacturers
of Reglan® to include Black Box Warnings regarding
the drug�s usage for more than 12 weeks.

If you or a loved one has suffered severe side
effects after taking Reglan® you may be entitled to
compensation. Cases taken on a Contingency Fee
Basis. Call for a Free Case Consultation

WILLIS LAW FIRM
HOUSTON, TEXAS

®

Tongue Protrusions
Parkinson�s Like Symptoms

Frowning, Facial Twitching

MCCOY
Continued from Page 8

AP PHOTO/Amy Gutierrez

Colt McCoy’s performance against Nebraska may 
have hurt his Heisman chances.
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Gift Ideas

Large

Bean Bags 
 $77

42”
T.V. Stand

$97

X-cess 48”
Stand

$137

Cross Island 42”
Stand

$247

Larabee 50”
Stand

$297

LOOK
What
    $397
           BUYS

Medium

Bean Bags
 $47

Blake - Walnut 
Dual Reclining Sofa

5 Pieve Living Room, Includes Reclining 
Sofa & Reclining
Loveseat,
Cocktail Table
 & End Tables.         

Warren Nutmeg

Sofa
Warren Nutmeg

Sofa

$797 $647

$697Only $1997

Truckload Mattress Sale

Cheveal Mirros
Cherry or Oak

$37
Vanity Table & Stool

Cherry or Oak
$97

Hall Tree
Cherry or Oak

$17

Allan’s
Furniture

202 Scurry
267-6278

Queen Size
                                               Starting 

$247

Lay-A-Way For Christmas Now!!

Director
Cocoa

$197

Gunsmoke
Rust

$347
Leather

Denali Brown
$397

$397
$497

$797
$597

$127

Forced Liquidation

210036

off game.
Dallas plays its only 

December home game 
Sunday against AFC 

West-leading San Diego 
(9-3). The Cowboys 
then go to undefeated 
NFC South leader New 
Orleans and Washington 
before ending the season 
at home Jan. 3 against 
the Eagles.

And they face that dif-
ficult stretch already 
with talk of another 
December jinx.

“We can’t allow that 
to creep up on us. We 
can’t let that happen,” 
Witten said after 14 

catches for a career-
high 156 yards against 
the Giants. “We’re too 
talented for that, too 
good for that. We’ve 
got to step up now and 
do something about 
it. We’re at a critical 

point. We can’t let this 
thing turn.”

Romo was 41-of-55 
passing for a career-
best 392 yards with 
three touchdowns and 
no interceptions in 
New York. Austin had 
10 catches for 104 yards 
and a touchdown, and 
Williams had his first 
two-TD game since com-
ing to Dallas midway 
through last season.

The locker room 
was virtually empty 
when open to report-
ers Monday, which as 
usual, was before play-
ers were required to be 
at the facility.

“Until we win, I know 
we’re going to hear 
about (December),” 
linebacker Bradie 
James said after the 
game. “No matter how 
bad it can be, we’ve got 
to figure out a way to 
win. We’ve got to fix the 
mistakes, and we had 
a couple of them. We 
still have four games 
and guys will respond. 

We just have to stay 
together.”

Phillips said Monday 
that he is confident his 
team will bounce back 
from losses like it has 
before.

Despite repeated ques-
tions about late-season 
failures of the past, 
and the loss to start 
this December, Phillips 
said what will happen 
the rest of this season 
can’t be determined 
yet. He kept referring 
to a 16-game schedule 
and the team’s current 
record and standing as 
co-leaders in the NFC 
East with a head-to-
head tiebreaker against 
the Eagles.

“I think we have a 
winning team,” Phillips 
said. “If you have a 
bunch of winners, I 
think you’re going to 
bounce back from loss-
es. I think also they do 
take it one game at a 
time and that’s what 
we need to continue to 
do.”

in the Maui Invitational, 
moved in following a 
73-69 victory over Duke 
in the ACC/Big Ten 
Challenge.

This is Texas Tech’s 
first appearance in the 
poll since the final Top 
25 of 2004-05. The Red 
Raiders (8-0) beat 
Washington 99-92 in 
overtime last week.

Georgia Tech (6-1) 
returns after a two-week 
absence. The Yellow 
Jackets have won five 
straight since a 63-59 
loss to Dayton in the 
Puerto Rico Tip-Off.

Mississippi has won 
three straight since los-

ing 79-67 to Villanova in 
the championship game 
of the Puerto Rico Tip-
Off. The Rebels (7-1) 
were ranked for six 
weeks during the 2007-
08 season.

Clemson, which blew 
a 23-point second-half 
lead in a 76-74 home loss 
to Illinois last week, 
was the highest-ranked 
of the teams to fall out 
of the poll, dropping 
from 18th. The Tigers 
(7-2) had been ranked in 
the last 14 polls.

Louisville (5-2) 
dropped out from 20th 
after an 87-65 loss to 
Charlotte, the worst 
home loss for the 
Cardinals since Rick 
Pitino became their 
coach in 2001. Louisville, 
which played without 
three injured guards, 
had been ranked in 29 
consecutive polls since 
Feb. 12, 2008.

Florida State (7-2) 
moved in last week at 
No. 21 then lost 77-64 at 
Ohio State.

Portland cracked the 
poll last week for the 
first time since 
February 1959. The cel-
ebration of the five-
decade wait was short-
lived as the Pilots (5-3) 
lost 86-82 to Portland 
State and 68-48 to 
Idaho.

There are five games 
between ranked teams 
this week and four are 
at neutral sites.

Butler  plays 
Georgetown in the 
Jimmy V Classic on 
Tuesday and Kentucky 
and Connecticut meet 
in the Big East/SEC 
Invitational the next 
night on the same 
Madison Square Garden 
court.

and blacks increased, 
overall progress grew.

About 90 percent of the 
teams surveyed this year 
received a score of more 
than 925 on the NCAA’s 
Academic Progress Rate 
(APR) compared with 
88 percent last season, 
according to the report. 
Sixty-one of the 67 
schools had at least a 50 
percent graduation rate 
for their football teams, 
the same as a year ago.

Dave Czesniuk, 
director of opera-
tions for Northeastern 
University’s Sport in 
Society, said analysts 
will have to monitor 
those figures next year 
to see if it’s the begin-
ning of a trend.

“It’s enough to get this 
conversation started,” 
Czesniuk said. “But to 
actually create change, 
you’ll have to dig deep-

er.”
Lapchick said over-

all academic progress 
has had steady growth 
because the NCAA could 
reduce scholarships for 
schools that can’t meet 
the minimum require-
ments.

“Schools almost never 
take a very risky stu-
dent any more because 
they just can’t afford the 
penalty,” he said.

Lapchick noted that 
“if there were a nation-
al championship based 
on graduation success 
rates among bowl teams, 
Navy and Northwestern 
would have played for 
the national champi-
onship.” He said both 
teams graduated at least 
92 percent of football 
players and at least 83 
percent of black play-
ers.

The study found 
Stanford and Air Force 
were the best based on 
APR, with scores of 984 
and 983.

DALLAS
Continued from Page 8
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