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HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Heritage Museum Director Nancy Raney adjusts a teddy bear on one of the many trees 
that will be on display when the museum unveils its third annual Christmas Tree Forest 
Saturday. The exhibit will run through Jan. 5.

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

A Big Spring holiday tradi-
tion will celebrate its 31st in-
carnation when First United 
Methodist Church hosts the 
Living Christmas Tree Satur-
day and Sunday.

Performances open to 
the public include a dress 

See TREE, Page 3A

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

A pair of unidentified in-
truders caused officials to 
lock down classrooms at 
Big Spring Ju-
nior High School 
Wednesday after-
noon, but classes 
resumed without 
incident soon af-
ter.

Big Spring In-
dependent School 
District Superin-
tendent Steven Saldivar said 
the lock down order occurred 
shortly before 1 p.m. when a 

teacher spotted two uniden-
tified males in one of the 
school’s corridors.

“When we order a lockdown, 
wherever the kids are, that’s 
where they stay, whether it’s 
in the classroom of the library 
or wherever,” Saldivar said. 
“And those rooms are not 
unlocked until the principal 
gives the ‘all clear’ signal.”

The two males were subse-
quently spotted on security 
cameras but apparently had 
left the building before police 
arrived on the scene. After a

See BSJH, Page 3A

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Officials with the Big Spring 
Fire Department are knock-
ing on wood, and with good 

reason.
The seasonal 

upswing in the 
number of house 
fires the city of 
Big Spring and 
outlying areas 
normally experi-
ence has yet to ar-
rive, according to 
Fire Marshal Carl Condray, 
but the good luck doesn’t nor-

mally last.
“Normally, when the 

weather turns cold we see a 
big increase in the number of 
structure fires, caused main-
ly by people looking for ways 
to stay warm,” said Condray. 
“However, we haven’t seen 
that increase yet, and here 
we are going into December. 
It’s a surprise, and certainly 
a good surprise, but I’d say 

the chances of it lasting are 
pretty slim, especially with 
temperatures really begin-
ning to bottom out.”

Condray said there was a 
small rash of fires reported 
two weeks ago, but most came 
from the same source.

“We responded to some 
fires a couple of weeks ago 
in the area behind Wal-Mart 
where a lot of the transients 

are found,” said Condray. 
“However, those were from 
campfires they were using to 
keep warm. We’ve been really 
fortunate that’s all we’ve seen 
so far this year.”

However, with Crossroads 
residents expected to get in 
the holiday spirit with tradi-
tional decorations — many 

See FIRE, Page 3A

Special to the Herald

Big Spring State Hospital pa-
tients are braving the cooler 
weather without warm jack-
ets needed to fight the winter 
chill.

“Many of the patients ar-
rive at the hospital with only 
one set of clothing and depend 
largely upon donations from 

the public to get through the 
winter”, said Debby Cook, Big 
Spring State Hospital interim 
director of Activity Therapies 
Department.

“But this year’s economic 
conditions have left many pa-
tients without coats that usu-
ally come in at this time of

See COATS, Page 3A

Intruder report
stirs lockdown
at junior high

Saldivar

Living Tree ready 
to greet holidays

Fire officials cautiously optimistic

State hospital patients 
in need of winter coats

Condray

Expect threat 
of incidents to 
grow, however

What: Living Christmas 
Tree.

Where: First United 
Methodist Church, Scurry 
and Fourth streets.

When: Dress rehearsal, 2 
p.m. Saturday; 
Performances, 8 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday..



ARLINGTON — Nebraska can make 
a mess of the BCS.

The 21st-ranked Cornhuskers play 
No. 3 Texas in the Big 12 champi-
onship game Saturday at Dallas 
Cowboys Stadium. If the Longhorns 
win — they’re 14-point favorites — 
then the Bowl Championship Series 
lineup gently falls into place.

Texas will play the winner of the 
Southeastern Conference champi-

onship game showdown between 
No. 1 Florida and No. 2 Alabama in 
the national title game on Jan. 7 in 
Pasadena, Calf.

A Longhorns’ victory also like-
ly clears the way for Boise State to 
receive an at-large bid, as long as the 
Broncos handle lowly New Mexico 
State at home on Saturday.

It won’t quite be a gripe-free selec-
tion Sunday for the BCS — not with 
as many as three other teams sporting 
undefeated records and no chance of 

winning a national title — but rela-
tively speaking, angst will be low.

Now if the Huskers pull the upset, 
things get murky.

Does No. 4 TCU, idle after complet-
ing its perfect season last week, slide 
into the spot Texas has reserved in the 
national title game?

Could No. 5 and unbeaten Cincinnati, 
which plays at Pittsburgh for the 
Big East championship, leapfrog the 

Horned Frogs into second-place in the 
BCS standings and earn an invite to 
Pasadena to face the SEC champion?

Or does a Texas loss set the stage 
for the first rematch in BCS history? 
Would the loser of the SEC title game, 
especially if it’s defending champion 
Florida, get the benefit of the doubt 
from the poll voters and earn another 

ATLANTA — Who 
needs Heisman Trophy 
campaigns? Florida’s 
Tim Tebow and 
Alabama’s Mark Ingram 
have a potentially much 
more effective outlet 
to demonstrate their 
Heisman worthiness 
than highlight-packed 
DVDs, life-sized posters 
or glossy bios.

A No. 1 versus No. 2 
showcase that is prac-
tically must-see TV for 
on-the-fence Heisman 
voters and college foot-
ball fanatics. If one 
of these players has a 
huge Southeastern 
Conference champion-
ship game Saturday and 
sends his team on to play 
for the national title, it 
could be like a three-
hour — OK, maybe four 
— commercial any polit-
ical candidate would 
envy.

“This is a very big 
stage,” said Ivan Maisel, 
a Heisman voter who 
covers college football 
for ESPN and is con-
sidering Ingram and 
Tebow for his ballot. 
“And I think for both of 
these guys, and moreso 
for Ingram, it could be 
to their advantage.”

This big stage could 
be the biggest edge 
Tebow, the top-ranked 
Gators’ larger-than-life 
quarterback, and No. 2 
Crimson Tide tailback 
Ingram have over other 
contenders.

Colt McCoy and 
No. 3 Texas face 21st-
ranked Nebraska for 

the Big 12 champion-
ship. C.J. Spiller leads 
No. 25 Clemson against 
No. 12 Georgia Tech 
in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference title game, 
while Stanford’s Toby 
Gerhart will have to 
settle for a huge game 
against limping Notre 
Dame as his end-of-sea-
son Heisman showcase.

Then there’s the SEC’s 
two candidates, both of 
whom have downplayed 
the personal signifi-
cance of their game this 
week. It’s hard to ignore 
for everyone, though.

Tebow said the 
Heisman, which he 
won in 2007, is “kind of 
totally out of my mind 
frame.”

“It’s something that 
I’m not thinking about or 
worried about because 
our goal is to win the 
SEC championship 
and that’s our focus,” 
he said. “Winning a 
Heisman Trophy would 
be special and was spe-
cial, and it does mean 
a lot. But not compared 
to winning an SEC title. 
They’re two different 
things in my eyes, and 
the SEC is really my 
focus.”

Ingram seconds that.
“It’s a team sport,” he 

said. “I’ve never seen 
a football game where 
one person has just done 
everything to win the 
game. I’m sure if he 
wants to win, his team 
is going to have to help 
him out and they’re 
going to have a major 

GARDEN CITY — Garden City head 
coach Vance Jones has been a popular 
man around town this week.

As he went to the girls basketball 
game Tuesday, he said he could hard-
ly watch the game without someone 
wanting to talk with him about the 
Bearkats’ thrilling comeback victory 
over then No. 1-ranked Throckmorton 
last week.

Now, the Bearkats are No. 1 and in 
the state semifinals for the first time 
in school history with an eye at the 
ultimate prize — a state champion-

ship.
But first, the team will have to get 

by Follett in Sundown at 6:30 p.m.  
Saturday, which after beating Meadow 
52-30 is 12-1 and the No. 2 ranked 
team in the state. Its only loss was to 
Throckmorton on Oct. 2.

“They’re not huge, but they have 
pretty good size, and they look good 
on film,” Jones said by telephone 
Wednesday. “We’ve got to do our best 
to stop them and score as much as we 
can when we get the ball.”

Scoring wasn’t a problem in the 
first half last week for Garden City. 
The team matched Throckmorton’s 

Michael Everett score for score with 
a balanced run and pass attack from 
running back Josh Colunga and quar-
terback Blayne Batla.

Batla threw for better than 250 yards 
and five touchdowns, and Colunga 
ran for 163 yards and threw for 79 
more, accounting for five Bearkat 
touchdowns of his own. That included 
the game-winner, a 21-yard toss on 
fourth down to Aaron Long with less 
than two minutes to play that gave 
Garden City an 84-80 lead.

The team earned its second U.S. 
Army Strong Team of the Week honor  
of the season with the win.

HERALDBIG
SPRING

Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call Joe Zigtema at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. E-mail results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSports
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Garden City on magical run in state semifinal

HERALD File Photo/Joe Zigtema

Howard College’s Jackie Bartelson puts up a shot over a Wayland Baptist defender Nov. 2 at 
Dorothy Garrett Coliseum. Bartelson is averaging 10 points per game, third best on the team.

Associated Press

Young Hawks breeze to 12-0 record

Herald Staff Report

Tournament action starts tonight
for area high schools
See tomorrow’s Herald for results
Andrews Tournament

Big Spring boys vs. Lamesa, 10:30 a.m.
Big Spring girls vs. Abernathy, 3 p.m.

Coahoma Invitational
Stanton vs. Midland High JV, 11 a.m.
Stanton girls vs. Borden County, 3:30 p.m.
Big Spring JV vs. Sweetwater, 5 p.m.
Coahoma girls vs. Sands, 6:30 p.m.
Coahoma boys vs. Sands, 10:30 a.m.

Garden City Bearkat Klassic
Grady girls vs. McCamey 8 a.m.
Grady boys vs. McCamey, 9:30 a.m.
Forsan boys vs. Christoval, 2 p.m., EP JC 8 p.m.
Forsan girls vs. Christoval, 3:30 p.m.

Garden City girls vs. EP Jesus Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Big Spring volleyball team
finishes season 12-0

Big Spring’s fourth, fifth and sixth grade volley-
ball team completed its season in November an 
undefeated 12-0.

The team, the Spiker Habaneros, was coached by 

Liz Viasana and K. Maumau. The Habaneros won 
their league with their undefeated record.

Team members were Gaby Viasana, Rainbow 
Maumau, Mia Oliva, Mariah Sarmiento, Alexis 
Garcia, Gabriella Rubio, Ashley Gonzalez and 
Isabel Solis.

Howard College Hawk Buddies
Program scheduled this weekend

The Howard College Hawks are hosting a clinic 
Saturday for girls kindergarten through eighth 
grade. Cost is $20 for the event. Call Earl Diddle at 
264-5043 for more information or to register.

Sports in brief
See BCS, Page 2B

Associated Press

AP Photo/Dave Weaver

Ndamukong Suh hopes to give Texas 
fits Saturday in Arlington.

SEC title game grand
stage for Heisman

Coming into this season, the 
Howard College women’s bas-
ketball team had a lot of ques-
tion marks.

The team returned no play-
ers – zero – from one that made 
its first visit to the national 
tournament in 14 years last 
year.

But so far, the 13 new Hawks 
have answered every question 
asked of them on the way to a 
12-0 record.

“I’m really pleased with this 
team and how it’s progressed, 
especially bringing in a whole 
new team,” Diddle said. “But 
we’ve got a long way to go.”

The team does have a long 

way to go – its opponents thus 
far have a combined 19-35 
record heading into Friday’s 
home game against Dyess Air 
Force Base, and that’s not 
counting the four games 
they’ve played against junior 
varsity opponents. But Diddle 
doesn’t worry about the 
record.

“It’s more important how we 
play,” he said. “There have 
probably been 15 minutes in 
the 12 games that I’ve been dis-
appointed in how we played. 
Even with some of the lopsided 
scores that we’ve had, we’ve 
still got a lot out of it, and I 
think the kids feel that they’ve 
got a lot out of it.”

The Hawks have won their 
games by an average of 25 

points this season and are 
allowing less than 50 points a 
game – a stat that ranks fourth 
in the country.

“We have a pretty distinct 
style of play offensively and 
defensively,” Diddle said, “but 
I think overall they’ve done a 
really good job in their team 
development. That’s the big 
thing.”

That style of play is tough, 
pressure defense – the Hawks 
have forced an average of 11 
steals per game – and a fast-
paced offense built around 
perimeter shooters such as per 
game scoring leaders Tasha 
Tubbs and Twyla Ards, aver-
aging 14 and 11 per game, 
respectively. Ards missed two 

HERALD Photo/Joe Zigtema

Garden City’s Josh Colunga powers 
past Throckmorton’s Michael 
Everett in Merkel last week.

By JOE ZIGTEMA	
Sports Editor

See HEISMAN, Page 4B

Nebraska hopes to make mess of Texas, BCS in Big 12 title game

CRUISE CONTROL

See HAWKS, Page 2B
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Today's Weather
Local 3-Day Forecast

Fri

12/4

30/19
Snow during the morn-
ing will give way to
partly cloudy condi-
tions during the after-
noon. Cold. High near
30F.

Sunrise:
7:32 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Sat

12/5

47/30
Considerable cloudi-
ness. Highs in the up-
per 40s and lows in
the low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:33 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Sun

12/6

57/30
More sun than clouds.
Highs in the upper 50s
and lows in the low
30s.

Sunrise:
7:33 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Brownsville
49/35

Houston

43/29

Austin
35/24

Dallas
39/27

El Paso
41/26

Amarillo
35/18

San Antonio
39/27

Big Spring

30/19

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 38 26 sn shower Kingsville 44 31 rain
Amarillo 35 18 mst sunny Livingston 41 24 mixed
Austin 35 24 sn shower Longview 38 26 sn shower
Beaumont 44 31 mixed Lubbock 34 16 sn shower
Brownsville 49 35 rain Lufkin 40 25 mixed
Brownwood 37 25 sn shower Midland 35 20 snow
Corpus Christi 45 32 rain Raymondville 45 32 rain
Corsicana 37 26 sn shower Rosenberg 43 29 mixed
Dallas 39 27 flurries San Antonio 39 27 mixed
Del Rio 41 26 mixed San Marcos 36 24 mixed
El Paso 41 26 flurries Sulphur Springs 43 27 cloudy
Fort Stockton 32 21 snow Sweetwater 33 22 sn shower
Gainesville 43 24 pt sunny Tyler 37 25 sn shower
Greenville 42 23 cloudy Weatherford 41 24 flurries
Houston 43 29 mixed Wichita Falls 46 25 pt sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 51 38 cloudy Minneapolis 26 19 flurries
Boston 50 34 sunny New York 52 38 mst sunny
Chicago 31 23 cloudy Phoenix 60 38 sunny
Dallas 39 27 flurries San Francisco 61 41 pt sunny
Denver 31 16 sunny Seattle 45 34 mst sunny
Houston 43 29 mixed St. Louis 37 26 mst sunny
Los Angeles 71 45 windy Washington, DC 50 36 cloudy
Miami 82 73 t-storm

Moon Phases

Full
Dec 2

Last
Dec 9

New
Dec 16

First
Dec 24

UV Index

Fri

12/4
2

Low

Sat

12/5
4

Moderate

Sun

12/6
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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Dr. Rudy Haddad 
Board Certified In Urology

Fellow American College Of Surgeons

Adults and Pediatrics
Flu Shots

Available Now
- Office Treatment of Enlarged

Prostate Profile (Instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
Problem with Medication

(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser
& Shockwave Technology

- Sexual Dysfunction

1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103
Big Spring, Tx 79720

201181

Saturday, Dec. 5th
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Canterbury South

1700 Lancaster

Burrito Sale
Christmas Decor
Arts & Crafts

Canterbury
Annual 

Christmas
Bazaar

210044

Big Spring Symphony
 Association, Inc.

Keith Graumann, 
Music Director and Conductor

Presents

Saturday, December 19th, 2009, 8:00 PM
Trinity Baptist Church

at the new and beautiful Sanctuary
E. FM 700 & Birdwell

with the Coahoma Choir Kids
and Sandra Wallace, Director

Tickets can be purchased at:
KBST Radio  Big Spring Chamber of Commerce  Big Spring Herald

Blum’s Jewelers  Fayes Flowers  Heritage Museum 
Western Bank  (all branches) 

$15  Adults      $10  Seniors        $5  Students

“A Symphonic Christmas”

Bring your whole family and make this concert 
the  highlight of your holiday season

Howard County Feed & SupplyHoward County Feed & Supply

��������	����	

$7.50 per Bag

701 E. 2
nd

 St            432-267-6411

Teresa Barber
Teresa Barber, 54, of Big Spring, died Wednesday, 

Dec. 2, 2009 at her residence. Her services are pend-
ing with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Big Spring.

Shirley Callinson
Shirley Callinson, 73, of Big Spring, died 

Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2009 in a local nursing home. 
Her services are pending with Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

Carol Jean Lightfoot
Carol Jean Lightfoot, 57, of Stanton, formerly of 

Arlington died Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2009, at Stanton 
Nursing and Rehabilitation. Services are pending 
at Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity:

• LEROY ZUBIATE, 25, 301 N.E. Fourth, was 
arrested on a charge of possession of marijuana.

• ALBERTO JOSE GALLEGOS, 20, 301 N.E. 
Fourth, was arrested on a charge of possession of 
marijuana.

• ABILENE RENEE MOJICA, 27, 1207 Sycamore, 
was arrested on charges of possession of marijuana 
and resisting arrest.

• MICHAEL NEAL BIRMELIN, 29, 502 Young, 
was arrested on a Howard County warrant.

• AMADOR RIOS JR., 28, 700 Douglas, was arrest-
ed on a charge of violation of a protective order.

• AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY 
WEAPON was reported in the 1500 block of 
Sycamore.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 
1900 block of Highway 87.

• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the 
1000 block of Birdwell.

• DRIVING WHILE LICENSE SUSPENDED/
INVALID was reported in the 1900 block of Martin 
Luther King.

• POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA 
was reported in the 1000 block of Birdwell.

• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA was reported in 
the 400 block of Fourth.

• TERRORISTIC THREAT was reported in the 
1000 block of Birdwell.

• THEFT was reported in the 500 block of Lamesa 
and the 1000 block of Birdwell.

• VIOLATION OF A PROTECTIVE ORDER was 
reported in the 400 block of Lancaster.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 4-7-22-25-39-43.
Number matching six of six: 0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 26-28-30-32-33.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 8-0-8-1. Sum It 
Up: 17.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 7-6-8. Sum It 
Up: 21

• T&P Federal Credit Union has set up an account 
for Arthur Hernandez Jr.  for medical expenses. 
Arthur has had numerous medical problems the 
past couple of years. He has had several surgeries 
on his stomach, the last one a few weeks ago. After 
the surgery he developed a staph infection. He is 
still in the hospital. The out-of-pocket expenses, the 
travel and expenses for his wife and many other 
numerous expenses are mounting up.  Please help 
Arthur and his wife Melinda in this difficult time 
and make a much-needed donation.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children 
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home.  CASA currently has 
10 active volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of 
Howard County in foster care. A class is forming in 
Howard County and 20 volunteers are needed. For 
more information on becoming a CASA volunteer, 
please contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

• The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded 
West Texas Opportunities Inc. $130,000 through the 
Texas Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment 
fund. WTO will assist current and former mili-
tary personnel serving in Iraq or Afghanistan and 
their families. Funding will serve Howard, Martin, 
Andrews, Borden, Dawson, Ector, Fisher, Gaines, 
Glasscock, Midland, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry and 
Upton counties. For more information, contact 
Diana Martinez or Debbie Wilson at 110 Johnson in 
Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s Relay for 
Life team is selling cookbooks to raise funds for the 
American Cancer Society. For more information, 
contact Beverly Grant at 268-4952.

Fire/EMS

Police blotterObituaries

Sheriff

Lottery

Take Note

following activity (officials reported 86 prisoners in 
the county jail):

• MICHAEL NEAL BIRMELIN, 29, was trans-
ferred from BSPD after being arreested on a proba-
tion revocation warrant.

• NICHOLAS BOLLETER, 18, was transferred 
from BSPD after being arrested on a charge of 
theft.

• ERNEST LEE CHANCE, 53, was arrested by 
deputies on a charge of possession of a controlled 
substance.

• BARNEY ALAN DODD, 39, was arrested by 
deputies on a charge of credit card abuse.

• NINFA GARCIA, 53, was transferred from BSPD 
after being arrested on a charge of aggravated 
assault with a deadly weapon.

• JOHNNY LARA, 20, was transferred from BSPD 
after being arrested on three contempt warrants.

• ANTHONY MALDONADO, 18, was transferred 
from BSPD after being arrested on a charge of 
theft.

• ABILENE RENE MOJICA, 27, was transferred 
from BSPD after being arrested on charges of pos-
session of marijuana and resisting arrest.

• BRANDON ANTHONY MORAN, 19, was arrest-
ed by deputies on a charge of possession of mari-
juana.

• SHETOYA NICOLE NEWTON, 20, was trans-
ferred from BSPD after being arrested on charges 
of terroristic threat and possession of drug para-
phernalia.

• AMADOR RIOS, 28, was transferred from BSPD 
after being arrested on a charge of violating a pro-
tective order.

• JOHNNY RAY VIERA, 24, was transferred from 
BSPD after being arrested on a charge of driving 
while license invalid.

• KEVIN WAYNE WARD, 39, was arrested by 
deputies on a charge of manufacture or delivery of 
a controlled substance.

• LEROY ZUBIATE, 25, was transferred from 
BSPD after being arrested on a charge of possession 
of marijuana.

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency 

Medical Service reported the following activity:
• MEDICAL was reported in the 800 block of 

Anna. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of N. 

Main. Service was refused.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 2500 block of 

Ann. One person was transported to SMMC.

To subscribe,
call 263-7331

www.bigspringherald.com
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Sonic
Drive In

1. Garden City
2. Houston Texas
3. Dallas
4. Atlanta
5. Denver Broncos
6. Chicago
7. Carolina
8. New Orleans
9. New England

Bargain Mart
Discount Store

1. Garden City
2. Houston Texas
3. Dallas
4. Philadelphia Eagles
5. Denver Broncos
6. Chicago
7. Carolina
8. New Orleans
9. New England

Cap Rock
Energy

1. Follett
2. Houston Texas
3. Dallas
4. Philadelphia Eagles
5. Denver Broncos
6. Chicago
7. Carolina
8. New Orleans
9. New England

Walmart

1. Garden City
2. Houston Texas
3. Dallas
4. Philaldelphia Eagles
5. Denver Broncos
6. Chicago
7. Carolina
8. New Orleans
9. New England

Blum’s
Jewelers

1. Garden City 
2. Jacksonville
3. Dallas
4. Atlanta 
5. Denver Broncos
6. Chicago
7. Carolina
8. New Orleans
9. New England

Pigskin Pics Football Contest

Sonic #1
1200 Gregg • 263-6790

Sonic #2
601 E. FM 700 • 263-2700

HAPPY HOUR
Half Priced Soft Drinks

Monday-Friday 2:00-4:00 PM

200561

201 West Marcy
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-3363
200708

Open Mon.-Sat. 9 am - 6:30 pm
(Closed Sundays)

Bargain Mart
Discount Foods

403 Runnels, Big Spring, TX

201041 (432) 756-3381201948

Enter To Win $50 At These
Participating Merchants

Rules: Find this week’s games in the merchants’ ads on this page. Choose the 
teams you think will win. Clip and fill in the official entry blank on this page 
with your team choice. The entry with the most correct picks will win $50. 
You must be 18 to enter. Only official entry forms accepted. In the event of a 
tie, the tie breaker will determine the winner. Guess the winner and the com-
bined scores for the total points. Decisions of the judges are final. Employees 
and families of employees of The Big Spring Herald are ineligible. All entries 
must be received at one of the participating merchants by 1 p.m. Friday of the 
week played. Winners will be announced in the Big Spring Herald the 
Wednesday following the games.

Team
1._______________________________________
2._______________________________________
3,_______________________________________
4._______________________________________
5._______________________________________
6._______________________________________
7._______________________________________
8._______________________________________
9._______________________________________
10.______________________________________

Name:_________________________________

Address:_______________________________

Phone Number:_________________________

Tie Breaker - Circle the winner and 
note total points scored

Indianapolis Colts Vs. Tennessee
Total Points________________________________

Pigskin Picks Entry Form

1.
 G

ar
de

n 
C

ity
 v

s.
 F

ol
le

tt

3. Dallas vs. New York Giants

2. Houston Texas 
vs. 

Jacksonville

7. Tampa Bay Buccaneers
vs. Carolina

8. Washington Redskinsvs. New Orleans

9. Miami Dolphins
vs. New England

5. Denver Broncos
vs. Kansas City

4. Philadelphia Eagles
 vs.

Atlanta

6. St. Louis Rams vs. Chicago

SHARON CREGAR
Week #14   ~   $50

PIGSKIN WINNER ENTRY
Dropped off at

BARGAIN MART
ENTER THE PIGSKIN CONTEST TO WIN YOUR $50

Pigskin Picks
Thursday, December 3, 2009 will conclude the Pigskin Picks

We would like to thank the sponsors and participants.

LOOK FOR THE PIGSKIN PICKS NEXT YEAR!

games with a concus-
sion suffered in a 
Garden City, Kan., tour-
nament, but has 
bounced back nicely, 
Diddle said.

“She’s just got tre-
mendous quickness, 
she really knows the 
game, she’s a very 
smart player, a tremen-
dous athlete and really 
is a problem for most 
defenses,” he said, 
“especially when she’s 
in the open court or she 
can attack someone 
one-on-one.”

The team also has an 
inside presence in 
Jackie Bartelson, a six- 
foot-3-inch post who is 
averaging 10 points a 
game and is the team’s 
leading rebounder. 
Diddle said he would 
like to see his team 
work on its inside 
game.

“Any coach, if you’re 
going to play well in 
March, you have to 

have a consistent inside 
game,” he said. “So 
that’s always a concern, 
being able to get the ball 
inside and being able to 
score inside. We’ve 
done that when we’ve 
had to, and I think we 
need to do it a little 
more.”

Does this team have 
what it takes to make it 
back to the national 
tournament? Diddle 
said though it’s going to 
take improvement, 
these women might.

“I think this team at 
the end, if it continues 
to progress, could be a  
more effective team 
than last year,” he 
said.

“We’re a little more 
athletic, we’re a little 
better shooters, we’re a 
little better rebounders, 
we’re a little better 
defensively and we’re 
just a little better. So if 
this team progresses 
the way I hope it will, 
we could be a little bit 
better.”

crack at its conference 
rival at the Rose Bowl?

So what happens if 
Nebraska beats Texas?

“It’s impossible to say 
for sure,” says BCS ana-
lyst Jerry Palm. “I think 
the computers will like 
Cincinnati and not TCU. 
I think the SEC runner-
up is part of the equa-
tion, and it depends on 
how that game goes, 
how close they are.”

The BCS standings 
have three components. 
The Harris poll, the 
coaches’ poll and a com-
pilation of six computer 
rankings. Each compo-
nent counts for a third 
of a teams BCS average, 
and its points received 
in the polls, not place-
ment, that is factored 
in.

“If voters feel strongly 
about a particular team, 
that team will win it,” 
Palm said. “If it’s a close 

vote, the more say the 
computers have. The 
more easily the com-
puters can overturn the 
rankings.”

While TCU enjoys its 
week off, kicking back 
to pull for the Huskers, 
the Horned Frogs should 
also take some time to 
root for Pitt against the 
Bearcats.

“TCU is sitting there 
on the couch watching 
everybody else play and 
eating pizza,” Palm said. 
“That’s a bad place to be 
while Cincinnati is on 
the road playing a top-
15 team, able to impress 
the voters.”

Palm said it is so dif-
ficult to predict what 
will happen if Nebraska 
wins because the teams 
involved are unlike any 
that have played in a 
BCS title game since the 
formula was changed 
to give poll voters the 
majority of the power 
in setting the champion-
ship matchup.

If Texas loses, 

Cincinnati wins and the 
SEC game is a down-
to-the-wire classic, the 
choices will be:

— A team from a non-
automatic qualifying 
conference (TCU).

— A team that did not 
win its conference (SEC 
runner-up).

— A Big East team 
with no past history of 
playing at a high level.

“You can’t assume tra-
ditional voting patterns 
would hold,” Palm said.

And what about Boise 
State? Well, if Nebraska 
wins the Big 12’s auto-
matic BCS bid, Texas is 
a lock to be an at-large 
pick and the Broncos 
are looking at another 
perfect regular-season 
that lands them in a sec-
ond-tier bowl game.

That should go over 
well among those who 
believe the BCS hates 
underdogs.

So if you like mystery, 
outrage and muddle, 
Nebraska is the team 
for you.

BCS
Continued from 1B
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Tasha Tubbs shoots a free throw at Dorothy 
Garrett Coliseum Nov. 2.

HAWKS
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West Texas tot, 2, 
shoots 16-year-old cousin

MIDLAND (AP) — A 16-year-old boy is hospital-
ized in the West Texas city of Midland after his 
2-year-old cousin shot him in the chest.

Midland police Sgt. David Garcia says the teen 
was visiting his cousin and his wife at a Midland 
apartment complex about 8:30 p.m. Tuesday when 
the couple’s toddler son picked up a loaded hand-
gun and fired.

Garcia says detectives are trying to establish to 
whom the gun belongs and why it was within the 
tot’s reach. But the spokesman says a toy gun was 
sitting beneath a Christmas tree and that the tod-
dler “had obviously been playing with the toy gun 
that looks like a real gun.” He added, “It’s tough for 
a 2-year-old to distinguish the difference.”

Garcia says the teen underwent surgery and is 
out of danger. No names are being disclosed.

Convicted sex offender 
Comeaux still loose

HUNTSVILLE (AP) — Rewards totaling $30,000 
are offered for information leading to Texas prison 
escapee Arcade Joseph Comeaux (KOH’-moh) Jr.

Department of Corrections spokeswoman Mi-
chelle Lyons said Thursday that the convicted sex 
offender was still on the run.

Comeaux was in a wheelchair Monday when he 
pulled a gun on two guards during a transfer from a 
unit in Huntsville to one in Beaumont. Both guards 
were released after being forced to drive to the Bay-
town area, where Comeaux ran way.

Comeaux was serving life in prison for aggravat-
ed sexual assault out of Brazos County.

The U.S. Marshal’s Service is offering a $25,000 
reward for information leading to the capture of 
Comeaux. Crime Stoppers will pay up to an addi-
tional $5,000 for tips leading to his arrest.

Egg with cross indentation 
found by Texas couple

BURLESON (AP) — A Fort Worth-area couple 

says one of their hens laid an egg with a cross on 
the end of it.

Pam and Tracy Norrell of Burleson, who dis-
played the odd-shaped egg, say they believe it’s a 
sign of encouragement during the holiday season.

Tracy Norrell says he was gathering eggs Monday 
night when one he picked up seemed to be unusual, 
not smooth like other eggs. The misshapen egg has 
an indentation on one end with what appears to be 
a cross on it.

The Norrells say eating the egg is not an option.
Burleson is about 10 miles south of Fort Worth.

5 University of North Texas frat 
members accused of hazing

DENTON (AP) — The alleged striking of frater-
nity pledges with a wooden paddle has led to haz-
ing charges against five University of North Texas 
students.

UNT deputy police Chief Ed Reynolds says the Oc-
tober case involving 12 pledges has been forwarded 
to the district attorney’s office.

The school in Denton has suspended the Kappa 
Alpha Psi fraternity pending results of the inves-
tigation. An affidavit says the hazing happened 
on or around Oct. 10, in which at least one victim 
had welts and bruising on his chest, buttocks and 
back.

The Denton Record-Chronicle reports two stu-
dents originally were charged last month with haz-
ing, causing severe bodily injury, then three more 
students were charged.

University spokeswoman Deborah Leliaert says 
the matter will also be reviewed by the UNT Center 
for Student Rights and Responsibilities.

Denton woman reports 
fake massage student

DENTON (AP) — Denton police are looking for 
an assault suspect who posed as a massage student 
to touch a woman and then ask her out.

A police report said the 21-year-old Denton wom-
an answered a knock at her door by someone who 
claimed he was doing field work for a massage 

class.
She let the man into her apartment and allowed 

him to massage her, but became suspicious when 
he asked her to keep taking off more clothes Mon-
day.

Police say the woman finally got the man to leave, 
but not before he asked her to go on a date.

She declined.
She called the massage school and was told the 

man was not enrolled. She then called police.
A detective did not immediately return a message 

Wednesday from The Associated Press.

Astronaut hangout sold
HOUSTON (AP) — The mission is nearly over for 

the Outpost Tavern near Johnson Space Center.
The hangout in the Houston area has been sold 

and is closing after nearly 30 years serving the 
NASA crowd. Tourists also stopped by to admire 
the autographed astronaut photos and space suits 
adorning the walls and ceiling.

Owner Stephanie Foster says the bar will shut 
down next month.

Foster received confirmation last week that the 
property has been sold. She expects a gas station or 
shopping center will be the next tenant.

Foster says she wants to make sure she has 
enough time to plan a proper send-off for the NASA 
staff.

Rocket scientists used to sketch ideas on napkins. 
Astronauts were known to stop by the Outpost Tav-
ern after returning from missions.

Local/Wire 3ABig Spring Herald
Thursday, December 3, 2009

AN
    ENCOURAGING
                        WORD

         By Eddy Pitchford

Cancer is not abstract; it has real names and faces. Cancer has the name of my 
uncle, who died. It has the face of my aunt, who is in her final days. It claimed 
the six year-old grandson of my wife's cousin Saturday night. Cancer was 
responsible for the funeral I attended last Wednesday.

With all due respect to my friend, David, who is actively involved in cancer 
research, I wonder, "Is it possible that one of the aborted millions of babies was 
potentially the scientist, who would have discovered the cure for cancer?"

Such a possibility adds to the moral concern about abortion Of course, the 
immorality of denying birth to a child seems obvious. Over the next few 
weeks, you will hear about an unmarried woman with an inconvenient 
pregnancy. Had she aborted Jesus, my family members would have died with 
no hope.

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.............................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship..........................................5:00 PM
Wednesday Class.......................................7:00 PM
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FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Carol Jean Lightfoot, 
57, died Wednesday.  
Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. 

TREE
Continued from Page 1A

rehearsal at 2 p.m. Saturday 
and a pair of 8 p.m. concerts 
Saturday and Sunday.

The event is free to the public, 
but organizers ask those wish-
ing to attend to obtain tickets 
from the church’s main office 

at Fourth and Scurry streets. 
No tickets are required for the 
Saturday dress rehearsal.

The Living Christmas Tree, 
for the uninitiated, is exact-
ly that — a multi-story tall, 
2,000-pound Christmas tree 
populated by more than 70 
singers dressed as ornaments.

While the event will be famil-
iar to those who have attended 
before, the program is tweaked 

every year to provide some-
thing new. Aside from long-
time classics, newer holiday 
standards will be performed.

The theme for this year’s 
concert is “This is Christmas.” 
Aside from the adult choir, an 
orchestra, children’s chorus 
and bell choir are scheduled 
to perform both religious and 
popular Christmas standards.

Linda Lindell, a part-time 

music instructor with Big 
Spring Independent School 
District, will direct this year’s 
program.

For more information, con-
tact the church at 267-6394.

Contact Staff Writer Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 234 
or by e-mail at reporter@big-
springherald.com

COATS
Continued from Page 1A

year,” Cook said.
 “We have already sent 

out one plea to the pub-
lic and that usually gets 
us enough to last all win-

ter,” she said. “But this 
year, we have not been 
able to get enough jack-
ets, coats and sweaters, 
especially larger sizes. 
We have a great need for 
extra large, double-XL 
and above sizes.

“We are asking ev-
eryone to search their 

closets when they get 
out this year’s jackets 
and set aside coats and 
jackets they no longer 
wear.”

Hospital employees 
ask that the clothing 
be clean and in good 
condition. Items can be 
dropped off at Commu-

nity Relations/Volun-
teer Services, Building 
536 on the Big Spring 
State Hospital campus.

Big Spring State Hos-
pital is a 200-bed hospi-
tal for people with men-
tal illness in West Texas 
and the Texas Panhan-
dle. 

FIRE
Continued from Page 1A

of which use incandes-
cent bulbs and other 
electrical devices — 
Condray said the lull is 
expected to be short-
lived.

“There are a lot of ways 
things can go wrong 
when you’re decorat-
ing for the holiday, but 
there are steps you can 
take to reduce the risk to 
yourself and your loved 
ones,” said Condray. 
“One of the best we’ve 
seen so far this year is 
the use of the newer 
LED Christmas lights. 
They are cool burning 

and only use a fraction 
of the electricity.

“In fact, you could dec-
orate your whole house 
in LED lights, and the 
amount of electricity 
you’ll use this holiday 
season will still be less 
than with just one string 
of regular incandescent 
bulbs.”

Regardless of what 
type of holiday lights 
you choose, Condray 
said there are some hard 
and fast rules residents 
should go by when they 
get ready to put them 
up.

“Only use indoor 
lights indoors and out-
door lights outdoors. 
And always look for the 
Underwriters Laborato-

ry (UL) label,” Condray 
advised. “Check lights 
for broken or cracked 
sockets, frayed or bare 
wires or loose connec-
tions. You should check 
them by setting them 
on a non-flammable 
surface and leaving 
them plugged in for 10 
to 15 minutes to make 
sure they don’t melt or 
smoke. Turn off all the 
lights on trees and deco-
rations when you go to 
bed or leave the house.

“When you’re hang-
ing the lights, be sure 
to keep them away from 
flammable materials 
such as curtains, and 
make sure the cords 
aren’t near any sources 
of water. Never connect 

more than three sets of 
light to an extension 
cord, and to prevent 
overheating, pinching 
and fraying cords, avoid 
running lights under 
rugs or behind furni-
ture.”

Condray said another 
decoration many fami-
lies will want to pay 
close attention to is 
their Christmas tree, as 
the holiday centerpiece 
can quickly turn into an 
instrument of woe if not 
handled properly.

“Try to select a fresh 
tree by looking for one 
that is green. The nee-
dles of pines and spruc-
es should bend and 
not break and should 
be hard to pull off the 

branches,” said Con-
dray. “On fir species, 
a needle pulled from 
a fresh tree will snap 
when bent, much like a 
fresh carrot. Also, look 
for a trunk sticky with 
sap.

“Cut off about two 
inches of the trunk and 
put the tree in a sturdy, 
water-holding stand. 
Keep the stand filled 
with water so the tree 
does not dry out quick-
ly. Stand your tree 
away from fireplaces, 
radiators and other heat 
sources. Make sure the 
tree does not block foot 
traffic or doorways. If 
you use an artificial 
tree, choose one that 
tested and labeled as 

fire resistant. Artificial 
trees with built-in elec-
trical systems should 
also have the UL label.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

BSJH
Continued from Page 1A

search by police yielded no suspects, junior high 
administrators lifted the lockdown around 1:30 
p.m., Saldivar said.

No arrests have been made, but photos of the two 
men have been given to police, Saldivar said.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 
234 or by e-mail at reporter@bigspringherald.com

State briefs▼
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ATTENTION MEDICARE BENEFICIARIES:

Feel the difference with Care Improvement Plus
and get MORE from your healthcare plan ...

M0031_OE10_4833_B_CMSApproved 1109

We offer the benefits and features you want:

$0monthly plan premium and$0 cost sharing options.*
Hospital, Medical and Prescription Drug coverage included.
Vision, dental, transportation, and an over-the-counter
health benefit**.
Open access provider network— no referral needed.

Our plans meet the diverse needs of
Medicare beneficiaries with:
Diabetes or heart failure
Full Medicaid
Medicare only

To be eligible for a Care Improvement Plus plan you must be a Medicare beneficiary living in Texas, and be entitled to Medicare PartA and enrolled in Part B. To be eligible for a
Care Improvement Plus Chronic Condition Special Needs Plan, you must have diabetes and/or heart failure. To be eligible for Care Improvement Plus DualAdvantage (Regional
PPO), you must be enrolled in State Medicaid (QMB, QMB+ or SLMB+) and be a dual eligible beneficiary whom the State holds harmless for PartA and Part B cost sharing.
*You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid or by another third party. If you qualify for low-income subsidy, you may
receive full or partial help paying your monthly plan premium (Silver Rx (Regional PPO) or Gold RxAdvantage (Regional PPO) Plans). The Silver Rx Plan has $0 premium and
$0 cost sharing for medical expenses for Medicare beneficiaries with full Medicaid. If you are a full benefit dual beneficiary and your Part B premium is paid for by the State, you
will not be responsible for paying your Part B premium. **Over-the-counter benefit is available in the Silver Rx Plan only.A sales person will be present with information and
applications. For accommodations of persons with special needs at the sales meeting, call 1-866-221-5692 (TTY: 1-800-713-1603) 7 days-a-week, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. The benefit
information provided herein is a brief summary, but not a comprehensive description of available benefits. Additional information about benefits is available to assist you in
making a decision about your coverage. This is an advertisement; for more information contact the plan. Care Improvement Plus is a MedicareAdvantage organization with a
Medicare contract. The Care Improvement Plus contract with CMS is renewed annually and coverage availability beyond the end of the current contract year is not guaranteed.

MORE choices • MORE benefits • MORE ways to meet your needs

Call 1-866-221-5692 (TTY: 1-800-713-1603)
7 days-a-week, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Attend a FREE INFORMATION SESSION:
Invite a friend, caregiver or loved one to join you. Refreshments,
a light snack, and a gift will be available — no obligation.

Medical Center Hospital Cardio Central Room
Thursday, December 10, 2009, 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.
500W. 4th Street
Odessa, TX 79761

Big Spring Senior Citizens Center Meeting Room
Wednesday, December 16, 2009, 10 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
1901 Simler Drive
Big Spring, TX 79720

La Quinta Inn & Suites – Meeting Room
Thursday, December 17, 2009, 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.
2606 North Loop 250West
Midland, TX 79707

Space is limited. Call now to reserve your place or
schedule an in-person meeting with a Licensed Agent.

Easy reference no. DVCR491

Desearía recibir información en español

Nets lose record 18th straight to Mavericks
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 

(AP) — All those losses in 
what’s now the worst start 
in NBA history had already 
beaten down the New Jersey 
Nets.

So when the Dallas 
Mavericks hit them with a 
49-point second quarter, the 
Nets simply had no fight 
left.

New Jersey was pounded 
into NBA infamy Wednesday 
night, falling 117-101 for its 
18th straight loss to start the 
season.

“I think what happens is 
you know it wears on you,” 
interim coach Tom Barrise 
said. “It’s not a two-game 
losing streak. We play four 
games a week in this league 
and it’s every day and every 
other day, and you know you 
hear it and you start to feel it 
a little bit.”

The Mavericks made 17 
of 19 shots and opened a 
27-point lead in a nearly 
flawless second period, bury-
ing the Nets early in former 
New Jersey captain Jason 
Kidd’s second trip back to 
his old home.

The Nets passed the 1988-
89 Miami Heat and 1999 Los 
Angeles Clippers, who both 
dropped their first 17 games. 
New Jersey’s next chance to 
end the streak comes Friday 
at home against Charlotte.

If the Nets defend the way 
they did Wednesday, the skid 
could last a while longer.

Dallas shot 81 percent in 
the first half, the first NBA 
team to make 80 percent of 
its shots in a half since the 
Denver Nuggets hit 82 per-
cent against the Clippers on 
April 4, 2006, according to 
STATS, LLC.

“At this point, I feel the 
streak has definitely gotten 
the best of us. It’s really not 

starting to get to us now,” 
guard Chris Douglas-Roberts 
said. “So when a team goes 
on a run, we kind of, it’s 
almost like we give up, 
which is really unfortunate 
but that’s what it looks like 
to me. We kind of give up 
and just lay down instead of 
trying to fight.”

Dirk Nowitzki scored 24 
points and Kidd had 16 points, 
10 assists and eight rebounds 
for the Mavericks, who led 
by 31 points in the third quar-
ter. Erick Dampier added 18 
points and 11 boards, and 
Jason Terry also scored 18 
points.

The Nets, the NBA’s worst 
team in scoring and shoot-
ing, could only blame their 
defense this time, which 
gives new coach Kiki 
Vandeweghe something to 
address when he runs his 
first practice Thursday.

Vandeweghe, the Nets’ 
general manager, replaced 
the fired Lawrence Frank 
and will coach the team the 
rest of the season — but not 
quite yet. Though his hir-
ing was announced Tuesday, 
Vandeweghe won’t coach his 
first game until Friday, leav-
ing Barrise in charge one 
more time.

Vandeweghe handled the 
pregame coach’s meeting 
with reporters, then sat in a 
seat above center court with 
Del Harris, the former Dallas 
assistant who will join him 
on the bench.

“Nobody likes to lose. 
Period. And obviously we 
made it clear and you all 
know this is a developmental 
year, but nobody expected to 
be 0-17,” Vandeweghe said 
before the game. “That’s just 
obviously not acceptable and 
I think that it’s not accept-
able to anybody and espe-
cially the players.”

The longtime losers had 

their chances to avoid his-
tory. They led Minnesota by 
19 in the third quarter on 
opening night before losing 
95-93 on Damien Wilkins’ 
putback at the buzzer, and 
lost 81-80 on Nov. 14 at Miami 
when Dwyane Wade made 
a 3-pointer with 0.1 seconds 
left.

New Jersey hung around 
for a quarter in this one. 
The Mavs shot 71 percent in 
the first period, but the Nets 
turned six Dallas turnovers 
into 11 points and fought 
their way to a 28-all tie.

It was over a few minutes 
later. Dallas shot 89.5 per-
cent in the second, hitting 
its final nine shots and mak-
ing all 10 free throws while 

building a 77-50 lead.
“We came out with great 

energy, great defensive effort 
in the first quarter and then 
we have two steps back in 
the second quarter, giving up 
49 points and them shooting 
81 percent in the first half,” 
point guard Devin Harris 
said. “The second half was 
good, but that’s too tall of a 
mountain to climb obviously 
from a team that has been 
struggling.”

There were only a few boos, 
but then again there weren’t 
many fans. The Nets have 
been plagued by poor crowds 
for years, and a chance to 
see history or Kidd wasn’t 
enough to change that, as 
attendance was announced 

at just 11,689.
Some fans left early — a 

few heckling Vandeweghe 
and Harris on their way out 
— while two sitting court-
side wearing Santa Claus 
hat-covered paper bags that 
read “0-18” over their heads 
were still there in the fourth 
quarter.

Eyeing the summer of 2010 
free-agent class and still plan-
ning a long-delayed move 
to Brooklyn, the Nets have 
made a series of cost-cutting 
moves in recent seasons, 
trading Kidd and other play-
ers who helped them become 
a perennial playoff team and 
two-time NBA finalist this 
decade.

“It’s unfortunate. There’s 
nobody on that team that 
was a part of the run we had 
here,” Kidd said. “They’re 
going in a different direc-
tion. Personnel-wise, they’re 
young. They got some young 
talent. The future is bright 
for them if they can stay 
together and stay healthy.”

But they were woefully 
unprepared to deal with 
the injuries that have hit 
them this season, especially 
against a Dallas team that 
was fortified this summer 
after owner Mark Cuban 
signed off on the re-signing 
of Kidd and a trade for Shawn 
Marion.

Dallas coach Rick Carlisle, 
an assistant for five years 
in New Jersey, compared 
the Nets’ situation to when 
he coached an Indiana team 
wrecked by suspensions 
after the brawl with Detroit 
Pistons fans five years ago.

“I’ve been through it. It’s 
tough. It’s not easy,” Carlisle 
said. “Kiki will do a great 
job with these guys because 
he’s a great teacher and 
they’re going to get healthi-
er. Everything is going up. 
It’s at the bottom now.”

AP Photo/ Bill Kostroun

The Mavs Erick Dampier blocks Chris Douglas-Roberts on 
Wednesday in East Rutherford, N.J.

Associated Press



This is a nation of goose-necked 
children hunched over their 
electronics in front of a TV. 
They will turn into goose-necked 

adults with vitamin D deficiencies, the 
result of spending their sunny hours 
downloading songs in 
darkened rooms. Obesity 
will plague many of them. 

Clearly, America would 
do better health-wise (and 
health-care-spending-wise) 
if people went outdoors 
once in a while and moved 
themselves. But how does 
one do so in a society that 
has engineered exercise 
out of even opening a ga-
rage door? 

Some grown-ups do have 
the gumption to maintain 
formal exercise programs, but not many. 
The health-club business assumes that a 
third or more of those who join in a burst 
of enthusiasm will be gone in a year. 

Home fitness equipment gets converted 
into racks for extra shirts or folded 
towels. Shiny machines rapidly become 
drab. The owner thinks, “I really should 
jump on the treadmill, but oooh, my apps 
need updating.” 

When exercise becomes a byproduct of 
doing something else — getting to work, 
mowing a lawn or picking up a quart of 
milk — that’s when it becomes a reliable 
fitness tool. Those who commute by bus 
know that whatever little else they do 

that day, they will get in that walk to the 
stop. 

Play is supposed to be the daily work 
of children. That used to mean getting 
thrown out of the house and being told 
to be back by dinner. But parents don’t 
push their kids into the neighborhood as 
they once did. One reason is fear, much 
exaggerated, of strangers harming their 
little ones. 

A more serious problem is the utterly 
car-oriented design of many, especially 
newer, neighborhoods. Children would 
have to cross wide streets and often in 
front of harassed drivers who regard 
pedestrians as a wrench in their busy 
schedule. 

But real or imagined, these concerns 
are not all that’s keeping children 
indoors and glued to video. After all, a 
drive through most suburban neighbor-
hoods will reveal fenced backyards with 
swing sets and no children on them. A 
sports reporter friend notes the many 
empty baseball fields he passes on per-
fect afternoons. If adults don’t organize 
the sports, the kids don’t play them. 

The plain truth is that free-form play 
out in nature is no longer part of many 
children’s lives — or their parents’. And 
children do love their electronics, in 
part, because they want to be like Mom 
and Dad. That’s why laptops, cell phones 
and digital cameras are among the top-
selling toys, even for preschoolers. 

Walking or biking to school used to be 
part of an American childhood. But par-

ents now drive their kids to even close-
by schools. Forty years ago, 90 percent 
of children living within a mile of school 
biked or walked there. Now less than 
half do. 

Many communities ruined the prospect 
of students’ getting to school on their 
own power by building mega-schools far 
from the more densely settled areas. Six-
lane roads often cut the schools off from 
all but vehicle traffic. 

What to do? There’s a TV ad for an 
indoor bike attached to a video game. By 
pedaling, the child activates the game. 
The faster he or she goes, the more excit-
ing the game gets. The appeal to parents 
is obvious. Here’s a way for kids to get 
exercise and play a video game. 

This is healthier, one supposes, than 
lying in front of a bowl of Doritos and 
playing “Assassin’s Creed II.” But one 
imagines that bicycle-powered video 
game going the way of Mom’s Thigh 
Master as the kids realize that they, like 
their parents, can amuse themselves 
while curled up on a couch. Perhaps 
someone will invent an exercise pill. 

To find out more about Froma Har-
rop, and read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit 
the Creators Syndicate web page at www.
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2009 THE PROVIDENCE 
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speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

Other Views

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Miguel

Perez

Froma

Harrop

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT
• BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Kay Bailey Hutchison
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy Neugebauer
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT
• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFLIN
State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (432) 213-2897 or (512) 
463-0604

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720

Addresses

They voted for Democracy!

Working on apps, not abs

Unlike the case with any 
other presidential elec-
tion I can remember, 
in Sunday’s election 

in Honduras, voter turnout was 
more important than the actual 
winner.

If the turnout had been low, 
the winner would have been a 
man who was not 
even in the race. 
Deposed President 
Manuel Zelaya, 
who had been ask-
ing his followers 
to abstain from 
voting, would have 
claimed victory 
from the Brazilian 
Embassy in Hon-
duras, where he 
has taken refuge 
from the criminal 
charges that still are pending 
against him.

Zelaya’s call for an elec-
tion boycott upstaged the race 
between leading candidates 
Porfirio Lobo, of the conserva-
tive National Party, and Elvin 
Santos, of the Liberal Party. The 
election was scheduled all along, 
but because it was conducted un-
der the interim government that 
replaced the Zelaya administra-
tion for the past five months, the 
legiticimacy of the contest was 
questioned by those who still 
argue that Zelaya was removed 
from office by a coup d’etat.

For the world to recognize the 
legitimacy of the election and 
the government it would estab-
lish, a high voter turnout was 
extremely important; it became 
clear that Honduras’ future 
depended more on how many 
people would vote than on which 
candidate they actually voted 
for.

So before we get to who won, 
please note that Hondurans 
flocked to the polls in impressive 
numbers, resoundingly reject-
ing not only Zelaya but also all 
the world leaders pressuring the 
interim Honduran government 
to reinstate Zelaya as president.

Zelaya keeps whining about 
how he has the support of the 
people — even claiming that the 
abstention rate was up to 65 per-
cent — but the much more cred-
ible Supreme Electoral Tribunal 
has quite different numbers. 
Officials reported that the turn-
out exceeded 60 percent of the 4.6 
million registered voters in Hon-
duras. Instead of the expected 
boycott-driven decrease in voter 
turnout, this was an impressive 
hike from the 55 percent turnout 
in the election that gave Zelaya 
the presidency, in 2005.

By voting in greater numbers 
than before, the Honduran 
people were not only telling 
Zelaya to stop whining about his 
ouster but also crying out for 

the international community to 
recognize their right to choose 
their leader democratically.

Although Zelaya was improp-
erly exiled by the Honduran 
military five months ago, most 
Hondurans believe he was law-
fully removed from office for 
trying to prolong his reign as 
president beyond the expira-
tion of his term. They know 
Zelaya was following the model 
of Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez and 
the increasingly totalitarian 
Latin American left, and they 
resoundingly rejected going in 
that direction.

They know that Zelaya’s 
removal from office was mis-
handled and that the world com-
munity has reasons to question 
what has happened in Honduras, 
but they also want the world 
to know that they have fought 
the good fight for freedom and 
democracy and that they have 
turned the page on Zelaya. He is 
history. Sunday’s election — and 
its huge turnout — was a state-
ment about Honduras’ future.

Ironically, the candidate 
defeated by Zelaya in 2005 was 
the same conservative Porfirio 
Lobo who won Sunday’s election 
by a significant margin. Lobo 
received 56 percent of the vote; 
Santos received 38 percent. And 
not surprisingly, even though 
Lobo graciously accepted his 
very narrow defeat in 2005 and 
Santos conceded his loss Sun-
day, sore loser Zelaya is unwill-
ing to accept his overwhelming 
rejection.

The Honduran Congress will 
vote this week on whether to 
ratify an agreement that would 
allow Zelaya to return to the 
presidency until his term ex-
pires, on Jan. 27. But because 
Zelaya wanted to be back in the 
presidency before Sunday’s elec-
tion, he already has announced 
that he would reject any offer to 
return to the presidency now. In 
other words, all he wants to do 
now is make trouble.

Even before Lobo was elected, 
Zelaya vowed that regardless of 
which candidate was chosen, he 
would consider the new govern-
ment to be illegitimate. And 
now, true to form, he insists on 
placing himself as the wedge 
that not only continues to polar-
ize the Honduran people but 
also creates conflict between the 
United States and many coun-
tries in Latin America.

Why? Because the Obama 
administration has found the 
wisdom of standing up for 
democracy. At first, the U.S. 
government joined the chorus of 
leftist Latin American countries 
that have been calling on the 
interim government to return 
Zelaya to power as a precondi-
tion for recognizing the election. 

But later, U.S. officials stopped 
demanding Zelaya’s restitution 
as a condition for supporting 
the election. And after voters 
went to the polls Sunday, a State 
Department spokesman issued 
a statement, noting that it was 
“a necessary and important step 
forward.”

The U.S. position — shared by 
honorable, democratic govern-
ments in Colombia, Panama, 
Costa Rica and Peru — is at odds 
with that of Venezuela, Brazil, 
Argentina, Ecuador, Nicaragua, 
Guatemala and Paraguay, all of 
which have indicated that — just 
as they refused to recognize the 
interim Honduran government 
— they will not recognize Lobo 
as the legitimate president-elect. 
Like Zelaya, they say the elec-
tion is invalid because — al-
though it was scheduled even 
before Zelaya’s ouster — it was 
backed by the “coup leaders” in 
the interim government.

When the majority of the Ven-
ezuelan people keep voting for 
Hugo Chavez, many of us won-
der how they could be so insane, 
but we still respect their deci-
sion to be ruled by a totalitarian 
clown. We may not like him, but 
we still recognize Chavez as the 
president of Venezuela.

When people vote for totalitar-
ian leaders who could end up 
taking away even their right to 
vote, we have to wonder whether 
they really believe in democ-
racy, but we still respect the 
democratic process.

Yet when the legitimate 
expression of the will of the 
people is a complete rejection 
of Chavez’s so-called “socialism 
of the 21st century,” as was the 
case in Honduras Sunday, the 
leftist sore losers are standing in 
line to cry foul. They call them-
selves democrats, yet they want 
to deny the Honduran people 
their right to freely elect their 
new president. Of course, the 
first in line was Chavez, who im-
mediately declared that Hondu-
ras had run an “electoral farce” 
Sunday. Some people have no 
shame.

However, those who examine 
the Honduran crisis objectively 
would surely come to the conclu-
sion that the people of Honduras 
have taught the world a lesson 
on how to vote. Defying interna-
tional pressure, they voted for 
democracy, and they deserve our 
respect and support.

To find out more about Miguel 
Perez and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and 
cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2009 CRE-
ATORS.COM

Thanks to a stubbornly persistent reces-
sion, millions of Americans find them-
selves saddled with debt that they can’t 
repay or can repay only with such dif-

ficulty it discourages them from even trying.
Trying to collect these debts has become a 

big and fast-growing business with debts being 
packaged and sold, often for pennies on the dol-
lar, in financial instruments with a disturbing 
resemblance to the way sub-prime mortgages 
were packaged and sold off. The whole point 
of buying deeply discounted debt is that the 
buyers keep every dollar they collect. So-called 
secondary debt is now a $60 billion industry.

Aggressive attempts to collect the debts 
threaten to overwhelm the courts and have re-
sulted in a record number of complaints to the 
Federal Trade Commission. Those collection 
tactics may get even more aggressive if the 
industry can persuade Congress to allow it to 
make automated calls to cell phones.

Abusive collection tactics such as decep-
tion and harassment were outlawed by the 
1977 Fair Debt Collection Practices Act but a 
Scripps Howard News Service investigation 
published over the weekend shows that the law 
is only spottily enforced and could benefit from 
tightening and more uniform enforcement. In 
particular there is a great need for improved 
documentation of debt that has repeatedly 
been resold to prove that the debt is lawfully 
owed. ...

Ample and easily available consumer credit 
is essential to a capitalist economy and U.S. 
economic growth. And for that system to func-
tion properly, it is also essential to have an ef-
fective and fair system to make sure those debts 
are repaid. Debt collectors working on behalf 
of lenders return $40 billion a year, money that 
is then recycled as fresh credit.

—The Commercial Appeal, Memphis, Tenn.

Collections
multi-billion 
dollar industry
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Buffalo Country Fina
4911 S. Hwy. 87                                                    267-5050

- Breakfast and Daily Lunch
- Call In Orders Welcome
- Catering Also Available

6 am to 2 pm - Monday thru Friday

Burger
Special
$5.89

20
17

56

Los Tres Mesquites
1103 E. 11th                          517-4298

Daily Specials

208770

2 Hamburgers

Pork Chops & Eggs

Cheese Quesadillas
 with Ground Beef 

or Ham
Asado Special

Chicken Fried Steak

Monday Thru Saturday 7 am to 2 pm & 5 pm to 8 pm
Sunday 7 am to 2 pm

$5.00
$3.69

$6.95

$6.59

In The Big Spring Mall

Mon.-Fri. 11 am - 7 pm
Saturday 12 Noon to 7 pm

• Daily Lunch Specials
• Soup, Salads & Sandwiches
• 24 Flavors Of Blue Bell Ice Cream

From Our House 
To Yours,

Happy
Holidays!

1808 E. Hwy. 350
Mon.-Fri. 10:30am-2pm & 4:30pm-9pm  Sat. 10:30am-9pm

208783

La Posada Restaurant
206 N. 4th St.

Lunch Specials 
$4.95
Buffet 
$7.95

We Have It All!
Banquet Rooms • School Discounts
Now Taking Christmas Reservations

Mon.-Sun. 
11 am-2 pm 

& 
5 pm-9 pm

Closed Sun. Night

20
98

93

432-267-6843 • 432-267-9112

Wagon 
             Wheel

Drive In - 2010 Scurry St.
267-2851 200158

   300 N. Gregg St.                                                 267-2310
201582

Alberto’s Crystal 
Cafe

Serving
West Texas

Since
1974

DINING AROUND 
TOWN

Taste-test these local restaurants for a variety of great food.

Spanish Inn 
Since 1943

267-9340
200 N. 3rd St.

Tuesday Thru Saturday
 11 am-2 pm & 5 pm - 9 pm

20
27

50

Brenda’s BBQ & More
904 East 3rd Street
(432) 263-2899

Tuesday thru Saturday 11 am-9 pm
Dine In, Carry Out, Catering

200822

Mon. Thru Thur.
6:30 am to 2 pm

Friday
6:30 am to 7:30 pm

Saturday
6:30 am to 2 pm
Closed Sunday

202747

Dell’s Cafe
• Great Breakfast
• Lunch Served Mon-Fri.

1608 E. 4th St.
Mon.-Sat. 6 am - 2 pm

267-9323
200529

Casa Blanca
Restaurant

“For The Finest In Authentic
Mexican Food”

Tuesday Thru Saturday 11 am-1:30 pm & 5 pm-8:30 pm

Closed
Sunday &
Monday

263-1162
1005

Lamesa Hwy.

Checks Not
 Accepted

20
27

25

Owned By
The Rodriguez Family

HBrisket
H Chicken
H Sausage
H Ribs
H Hamburgers
       
      BYOB

6 am  to 2 pm  & 5 pm to 8 pm
(closed weekends & wed. nights)

-IN TOWN PRIVATE 
PARTIES

AND CATERING
AVAILABLE

Call (432) 213-5123
6004 S. Service Rd. Take Moss Lake Exit

Vickie’s Cafe
204 NW Broadway • Coahoma

- Daily Lunch -
 All You Can Eat Fish & Shrimp (Thurs. & Fri.)

Mon. Fri.
6 am-9 pm

432-394-4584        Cell 432-213-1387

Sun. 6 am-8 pm
Closed Sat.

202810

contribution to what they do. And if 
we’re going to win, my teammates are 
going to have a major contribution as 
well.”

That’s what happened last week in 
a 26-21 victory over Auburn, when 
Ingram was swarmed by defenders just 
about every time he touched the ball. 
He managed just 16 carries, 30 yards 
and one hip pointer. Auburn came in 
with the nation’s 88th-best run defense; 
Florida is eighth.

It was a rare performance for a back 
averaging nearly 129 yards a game 
against SEC defenses.

“He was the clear leader, and it’s 
fascinating to me how the last few 
years the Heisman race can turn in the 
space of one weekend, much moreso 
than it ever used to,” said Maisel, who 
added that Ingram and Gerhart had 
played more consistently than McCoy 
or Tebow.

“The performance last week, I’m 
sure people are talking that it hurt 
me,” Ingram said. “But to me, all I care 
about is helping this team win. That’s 
all that matters ultimately.”

He did have an impact on the game. 
With Auburn focusing so much on 
stopping the run, quarterback Greg 
McElroy passed for 218 yards and two 

touchdowns.
Tebow, meanwhile, comes into the 

game on a high note. He passed for 
221 yards and ran for 90 more against 
Florida State while accounting for five 
touchdowns. He has also broken the 
SEC career records for most total offen-
sive yards and rushing touchdowns.

Tebow has   led the Gators to 22 
straight wins, while Ingram’s Tide 
have won 24 consecutive regular-sea-
son games.

Tebow might just need a repeat of 
last season’s SEC championship per-
formance to boost his Heisman hopes. 
He led the Gators to two fourth-quarter 
touchdowns in the 31-20 victory.

“Having a quarterback that’s been 
there and guided that team down 
for two fourth-quarter scores, that’s 
a plus,” Florida coach Urban Meyer 
said. “But when the foot hits the ball 
on Saturday, that’s all kind of out the 
window. You’ve got to play.”

Still, Tebow’s ability to fire up the 
Gators has left an impression on 
Alabama players.

“I saw him a couple of times when 
the defense was going on the field, 
going and saying something to them, 
and then they go and get a three-and-
out or a big sack,” Tide linebacker 
Rolando McClain said.

Meyer said Tebow has been throwing 
the ball much better late in the season. 
He has had a pass efficiency rating of 

at least 166 in five of the last six games. 
For context, his season rating of 160.7 
is good enough for fifth nationally.

“I think protection’s better, too,” 
Meyer said. “It’s all tied together. 
Whenever you throw a ball, you’ve 
got several different components. It all 
starts with protection, then you’ve got 
timing between the quarterback and 
receivers. It’s just better and every-
body’s healthy.”

Like Ingram, Tebow faces a huge 
challenge against a Tide team that 

leads the nation in pass defense effi-
ciency. Alabama has racked up 19 
interceptions and allowed only eight 
touchdown passes.

It should be hard for either to put up 
huge numbers.

Tebow has already lined up one vote, 
if only of confidence.

“That’s our leader, that’s our quar-
terback,” Gators defensive tackle 
Omar Hunter said. “He should win the 
Heisman. He’s the best player in col-
lege football.”

AP File Photo/ Ed Reinke

Alabama’s Mark Ingram could make his case for the Heisman tropy with a 
big game against Florida in the SEC Championship on Saturday.

HEISMAN
Continued from 1B
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Thank you for taking part in the 2009. Big Spring Herald Christmas Parade. The parade route will start at 8th &
Scurry heading north on Scurry to 4th, turning right on 4th St., and proceeding East on 4th to Benton, turning left
for 1 block then left on 3rd, proceeding West on 3rd ending at Scurry & Main Street. Please Do not Block  
driveways, and please DO NOT LITTER. All entries must be ready to go by 4:50 pm at which time we will
tighten up the procession. If you are late or not ready at this time, you will be asked to move to the side and 
re-enter at the end of the parade. Judges have a list of the order or the floats so please be on time and ready
so that we have no confusion.
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By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

Document8  1/4/07  1:45 PM  Page 1 Network Macintosh HD:Tempora

I love to recall and place into 
modern context the interesting 
things that people have said over 
the years. 

During the past year I 
have collected a few of 
these wonderful quotes 
that I would like to 
share with you. Vol-
umes could be written 
on each one but the 
quote alone is fully 
understood.

As you read each 
one, think about how it 
affects your life. You’ll 
enjoy the insight. 

The grass may look 
greener on the other side, but it still 
has to be mowed.

Things that matter the most must 
not be at the mercy of things that 
matter the least. 

Great love and great achievement 
involve great risks. 

When you lose, don’t lose the les-
son. 

Follow the three R’s: respect for 
self, respect for others and responsi-
bility for your actions. 

If at first you don’t succeed, try 
reading the instructions. 

Remember that not getting what 
you want is sometimes a wonderful 
stroke of luck. 

Don’t let a little dispute injure a 
great relationship. 

When you realize you’ve made a 
mistake, take immediate action to 
correct it. 

Spend some time alone each day. 
Open your arms to change but don’t 

give up your values. 
Silence is sometimes the best an-

swer. 
Live a good, honorable life, then 

when you get older you’ll be able to 
enjoy it a second time. 

A loving atmosphere in your home 
is the foundation for your life.  

When disagreements arise with 
love ones, deal only with the current 
situation, and don’t bring up the 
past. 

Share knowledge, it’s the way to 
achieve immortality. 

Be gentle with the earth. 
Every year go somewhere you have 

never been. 
The best relationship is one in 

which your love for each other ex-
ceeds your need for each other.

Judge your success by what you 
had to give up in the process of 
achieving it. 

Approach love and cooking with 
reckless abandon.

The mighty oak was once a little 
nut that stood its ground.

The best way to forget your own 
problems is to help someone solve 
his.

The secret of contentment is the re-
alization that life is a gift not a right.

Humor is to life what shock absorb-

ers are to automobiles.
Treat the earth well: We do not 

inherit it from our ancestors; we bor-
row it from our children.

Life is like a coin; you can spend it 
anyway you wish, but you can only 
spend it once.

Do more than exist, live. Do more 
than touch, feel. Do more than look, 
observe. Do more than read, absorb. 
Do more than hear, listen. Do more 
than think, ponder. Do more than 
talk, say something. 

A bend in the road is not the end of 
the road, unless you fail to make the 
turn. 

And to close, let me throw a humor-
ous one at you that I am still trying 
to understand: I feel more like I do 
today than I did yesterday!

Darrell Ryan is director of federal 
programs for the Big Spring Indepen-
dent School District.

Parent’s Corner: Interesting things people have said

Darrell

Ryan

We are a Christian nation regardless of 
what Obama thinks. Our government 
has gone South. Someone has flushed 
the toilet and we are 

circling the drain. As we have seen 
over the past year our government 
has done a dismal job. We need to be-
gin a grass roots effort to contact our 
friends, relatives, relative friends 
and all of us contact our Congress 
people and don’t forget those out of 
state. I think our Congress people 
for our area are doing the best they 
can but those in other states have not 
and we need to have the folks there 
contact their Congressmen.

This recent go around at our local 
Post Office is a real shame. I take of-
fense to his taking offense of Christmas in general. 
You don’t have to stop Christmas. I understand it’s 
a federal law and the postmaster had no choice but 
to comply. That’s why we all need to change that 
law back to where it was. If you don’t like Christ-
mas then don’t participate. I don’t participate in 
a lot of other religions because it’s my choice as a 
Christian not to participate.

This individual gets his mail at the Post Office as 
I do. I would not care if it were some other reli-
gion playing their music. I could opt out of hav-
ing my mail delivered at the Post Office and take 
it at home so I would not be offended. I could go 
through a different door so as to not hear the mu-
sic or see the person. Or better yet just shrug if off. 

All this politically correct stuff is ridiculous. 
What? You aren’t going to Wal-Mart or H.E.B. 
because they have (close your eyes and ears) 
Christmas trees! How silly. What about Christmas 
decorations? All the stores have them. 

This is our Christian heritage. And I for one 
enjoy Christmas in spite of all the commercial-
ization. I don’t like the commercialization but I 
don’t complain, I just go on. Yeah, I know there is 
no law against it and it’s what is being said now. 
That’s why we as American citizens need to stand 
up. And fight for what is right.

It wasn’t but a short while ago when the people 

of Germany were complacent and elected a new 
leader for “change.” As a result their freedoms 
were lost, their rights were lost, and their lives 
were lost. It equaled to the millions of lives be-
cause of that change.

Let’s change the law! Someone told me today 
they were so tired of fighting, and sometimes gets 
discouraged, after all what can “one” person do? 
We can’t let Satan win this battle. We can and will 
do it. Individually and as a collective. Join the 
fight. Speak out. Write letters. Make your one vote 
count.

In the meantime, I hope we all have a Merry 

Christmas!

Burr Lea Settles is a former Big Spring fire mar-
shal and occasional columnist.

Burr

Lea

Settles

Merry Christmas? Bah, humbug!
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Announcements
BELLYDANCE CHRISTMAS
party 12/5,  4:00pm  till  Late at 
Victoria Whitecotton’s house. 
LADIES ONLY!! Bring a dish to 
share. Contact Victoria 
(432)230-5456 for directions.

Cemetery Lots
2 SPACES at Trinity Memorial 
Park “Garden of Lebanon”, Lot 
51 & 52, $1750.00 each. Call 
(806)799-3988.

ONE CEMETERY lot for $1100 
Trinity Memorial Park Garden 
of Sharon. Present Value 
$1840. Call (940)433-3144 or 
email 
vmewlw2@embarqmail.com

Garage Sales
GARAGE/MOVING SALE:
219 South 5th (Coahoma), 
Saturday 8-Noon. Toys, 
clothes, furniture and lots of 
misc.

INSIDE SALE: Saturday 10-2 
30yrs. Accumulation. Lots of 
Nice Stuff. 3705 Old Colorado 
City Hwy. Take Hwy 350- 1-1/2 
mile past blinking light. No 
Early Birds. Rain or Shine.

MOVING SALE: Entertainment 
center, lots of cosmetic jewelry, 
and lots of other new stuff. 600 
Baylor, Saturday 8-?

Help Wanted
CARING HEARTS Home 
Health will be taking applica-
tions for a Clerical Position. 
Come by 1900 Scurry. 

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Police Officer

(Certified & Non-Certified)
Temporary Plant Operator
Communications Officer

Utility Service Worker
Heavy Equipment Operator

Records Technician
Sports Complex- 

Maintenance Worker
For more information go to 

www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

COASTAL TRANSPORT
We are now hiring drivers to 
deliver petroleum products in 
and around surrounding areas 
of the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Clean driving record
Please contact our office M-F 
8am/5pm for more information 
1-888-527-7221.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Help Wanted
EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Needed. Earn up to $150 per 
day. Undercover Shoppers 
Needed to Judge Retail & Din-
ing Establishments. Experi-
ence Not Required. Call Now 
1-800-565-8079.

PIZZA INN 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

WANTED- IMMEDIATE open-
ings for pump truck & vacuum 
truck drivers. Apply at 1300 
Hwy 350. No Phone Calls 
Please.

WANTED: 29 Serious People
to Work From Home 

Using a computer
Up to $1,500-$5,000 PT/FT
www.CJLIVEFREE.COM

Items for Sale
$565 NEW 5pc Micro Fiber Liv-
ing Room set with tables has 
warranty. 432-664-8980.
……………………………………
Full Size Pillow Top Mattress 
Set with warranty, New $145. 
432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818, 512-913-8297 
or 325-650-4544.

FRESH SHELLED Pecans, will 
deliver in Town  twice weekly. 
Mon. thru Thursday. Call 
432-267-1180 or 816-4644.

LOW COST Metal Roofing & 
Siding. Incredible proven prod-
uct. Super attractive. Easy in-
stallation. Guaranteed 40 
years. Direct to jobsite. Cut to 
inch. Metal Roofing Solutions.
1-877-815-0671.

NEW LEATHER Sofa with Cof-
fee Table has Factory war-
ranty. $495. 432-664-8980.
……………………………………
All Wood Cherry Sleigh Bed 
with Mattress set. $450 new 
with warranty. 432-664-8980.

SATURDAY, Dec. 5- 9am-4pm
American Limestone has stone 
panels, bits & pieces at low 
cost. Corner of 1st Ave. and 
Wright Ave. Southeast side of 
Air Park.

Items for Sale
WROUGHT IRON Bed with 
rails and Queen Mattress set 
ALL NEW $325. 432-664-8980
……………………………………
Queen Pillow Top Mattress Set 
with Frame both New. $225. 
432-664-8980.

Lost and Found
REWARD: Lost Emerald and 
Diamond Ring. Lost Wed. 
11/25/09. Please call 
(432)267-6087.

Miscellaneous
15 PEOPLE WANTED to lose 

up to 30 lbs in 30 Days!
100% Guaranteed! 
Dr. Recommended! 
Call 888-834-8423 

www.perfectrhealth2.com

2009 KAWASAKI Mule 600 for 
sale. Low hours. Great condi-
tion. Asking $4,800 OBO. Call 
(432)935-0358.

BUNK BED, (solid), new in 
boxes,  can deliver,  $299. 
Two matching twin head-
boards, bed frames, and brand 
new mattress sets, $225. 
each.  806-438-0081.................
Dining room set, 5 piece, brand 
new, great for holiday guests. 
$299.  Rich cherry finish vanity 
and cushioned tapestry stool 
$129.  806-549-3110................

FORFEIT – orthopedic queen 
size mattress & foundation, 
new in wrapper.  $145.  Holly-
wood metal frame, $45. 
806-438-0081...........................
A  QUEEN size pillow top mat-
tress & box foundation, new in 
plastic, free warranty, $145. 
Pillow set $10.  806-549-3110.

IF A LOVED ONE UNDER-
WENT HEMODIALYSIS and 
received Heparin between 
January 2007 and May 2008 
and died after the use of Hepa-
rin, you may be entitled to com-
pensation. Call Attorney Char-
les Johnson 1-800-535-5727. 

IF YOU USED THE ANTIBI-
OTIC DRUG LEVAQUIN AND 
SUFFERED A TENDOR RUP-
TURE, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call Attorney 
Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727.

On the Farm
HAY FOR Sale. Red Top 
Cane. Call (432)270-5882, 
270-5872 or 353-4242.

Pets
FREE PUPPY about 1 year 
old, he is very playful and lov-
ing. Call if you want him cell 
(432)352-1993 or home 
(432)517-4175.

Pets
FREE to good home Catahoula 
Cur and German Shepherd 
mixed (male) about 6 month 
old. Beautiful color. Very 
sweet. Call (432)816-5692.

GREAT CHRISTMAS Gift----- 
2 Free puppies (Chihuahua 
mixed). Call (432)935-0772.

REGISTERED BLUE Heeler 
pups, 8 wks, first shots, dew 
claws removed & tails docked. 
Only 2 males left. $150.00 
each. Call (432)352-0171.

Real Estate for Rent
$200/MO! 4 bed, 2 bath, Fore-
closure! Or $18,000! Won’t 
Last! 5% down, 15 yrs. @ 8%! 
For Listings 800-579-7991 ext. 
T790.

1101 DOUGLAS. All electric, 
water paid. Refrigerator, stove, 
washer/dryer, Central Heat/Air. 
Great View. $600. month, 
$600. deposit. References. No 
pets, prefer non-smoking. Call 
(432)213-2319.

1102 SYCAMORE. 1 Bdrm, 1 
bath. No pets. Call 
(432)517-0640 or 517-0025

1104 EAST 11th Place (Rear) 
1 Bedroom, upstaris. Stove & 
refrigerater furnished. $400 
month, $350 deposit. Call Jose 
(469)878-4967.

1504 B Wood. 2 bdrm,  1 bath 
Duplex. All bills paid.  $600.00 
month, $500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)212-3646.

1707 ALABAMA- 3 bedroom, 
2 bath, CH/A, fenced yard. 
$700. month, $300. deposit. 
Call (432)267-1543.

1900 MORRISON. 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath, CH/A. $700.00 month, 
$400.00 deposit.  No HUD. 
Prefer Non smoking or pets. 
Call for more info 
(432)270-3849.

2606 CHANUTE Drive, 3 bdrm, 
1-1/2 bath, fenced yard, CH/A. 
$785. month, $500. deposit. 
One Year Lease Required. No 
indoor pets.  Call 
(432)770-5656 Owner/ Broker.

502 A Goliad-  $300. month. 
505 Goliad- 2 bdrm, 3 bath- 
$325. month. Call Moren @ 
(432)267-7380.

All BILLS PAID
2 Bdrm, 1 bath 

Apartment 
with Cable 

$699/month
Call (432)263-1252

BUILDING FOR Rent @ 2908 
North Birdwell Lane. Needs 
some work. $250. per month 
as is, $250. deposit and 1 year 
lease. Please  contact Lucy @ 
(432)263-5000 for more info.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 Bed-
room  Homes.  Pool, 24 hour 
maintenance, Central Heat and 
Air, stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, furnished. Washer/ 
dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

ROOM FOR Rent- Ideal for 
temporary refinery and Wind 
machine workers. Why pay mo-
tel room rates? When you can 
rent for less than $20 per day. 
Call (432)599-4780.

Real Estate for Rent
PONDEROSA APARTMENT

Now Leasing 
1, 2 & 3 Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees

No credit checks
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee

!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

Real Estate for Sale
BY OWNER 2500 Carleton 
Drive, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, CH/A. 
New carpet & paint. $79,000.. 
Call 432-263-6997.

CLOSE to the College, 4 bdrm, 
2 bath,  nicely landscaped, 
CH/A, chain link fenced back-
yard. NO OWNER FINANCE. 
$42,500.. Call (775)450-1560 
or (432)394-4688 leave mes-
sage.

FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)270-8920 or 
Home Realtors.

FOR SALE: 1104 Lloyd Ave. 
2/1, 2 carports, storm shelter, 
small apt. in back. $3,500.00. 
No owner finance. By appoint-
ment call (432)816-4485.
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com
FOR SALE: 1303 College, 
1104 Pickens, 603  Circle, 
1307 Mt. Vernon, 1401 Settles, 
1510 Oriole & 1411 Sycamore. 
Call Lana at TruStar RE 
(432)264-8166.

NEWLY RENOVATED 4004 
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call 
for info. 432-212-3646.

NICE ESTABLISHED neigh-
borhood- 1312 Sycamore, 3/2, 
fenced backyard w/garage. 
Nicely Landscaped. 
$59,500.00. Owner Financing 
or Cash.  Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE, $2,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 432-270-8920 or Home 
Realtors.

OWNER FINANCE- 1300 
Wright 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Easy Terms. $206.00 Monthly. 
Call 325-277-4923.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Real Estate for Sale
------SALE By OWNER---- 
1743 Purdue Ave. Four bdrm 
two bath (or three bdrm with 
den). Approximately 1778 sqft., 
30x20 steel shop. $104,900. 
By appointment 
(432)466-1800.

Legals

Legals

The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District (CRMWD) is requesting 
proposals for installation of an elec-
trical building and electrical compo-
nents for the Lake Thomas Pump 
Station.  
Contract Documents may be exam-
ined without charge at the District’s 
office located at 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, TX 79721.
Contract Documents may be exam-
ined or purchased at the offices of 
Freese and Nichols, Inc., located at 
4055 International Plaza, Suite 
200, Fort Worth, TX 76109.
Proposals must be delivered to 400 
East 24th Street / P.O. Box 869, 
Big Spring, TX 79721, no later than 
3:00 PM, on December 17th, 2009.  
For questions or additional informa-
tion please contact Cole Walker, 
P.E. (CRMWD) via e-mail at 
cwalker@crmwd.org or 
(432)267-6341; or contact Nick 
Lester, P.E. (Freese and Nichols, 
Inc.) at (817)735-7393 or via e-mail 
at  ncl@freese.com.
#6338 November 19 & 26, 2009 
and December 3, 2009

Public Notice
The Forsan Independent School 
District Board of Trustees will con-
duct a public hearing at 7:00 PM on 
December 14, 2009, to discuss the 
2008-2009 Academic Excellence 
Indicator System Report. The hear-
ing will be held in conjunction with 
the regular board meeting. Any and 
all interested persons are invited to 
attend.
#6354 December 3, 2009

TexSCAN Week of                   
November 29, 2009

AUCTIONS
ONLINE AB SOLUTE AUCT I ON-  75 20
SF commercial  building –Colorado City,
TX.  524 Oak Street.  NO MINIMUMS or
RESERVES!  Bid online Nov. 30 - Dec. 10.
Financing available. Ranchline Auction - www.
ranchlineauction.com  Call: 1-866.323.3111.
Paul Taylor, III Lic. #16369

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ALL CASH VENDING! Do you earn $800
in a day? Your own local candy route. 25
machines and candy. All for $9,995. 1-888-
625-5481. Multi Vend, LLC.

HELP WANTED
ABLE TO TRAVEL Hiring 8 people. No Experience
necessary. Transportation & Lodging furnished. Paid
training. Work and travel entire USA. Start Today! 
www.protekchemical.com. 1-208-590-0365

BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL and College?
Travel and have fun with young successful
business group. No experience necessary. 2
weeks paid training. Lodging and transporta-
tion provided. 1-877-836-5660.

HOMES FOR SALE
A 4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH only $200/month
or $15,600. Will  sell  fast!  (5% down, 15
years @ 8%) Fee for BNI listings, 1-800-
544-6258. Ext. S731.

5 BEDROOM, 3 BATH only $375/month. 4
bedroom, 2 bath only $200/month. Great location! 
(5% down, 15 years @ 8%) Fee for BNI listings, 
1-800-544-6258. Ext. S730.

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE
ZERO DOWN WITH land or family land!
Call today for fast approval over the phone!
1-800-810-3330, rbi33731

REAL ESTATE
ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake Medina/
Bandera 1/4 acre tract, central W/S/E, RV/motor
home/house, OK only $830 down $235 month
(12.91%/10yr), Guaranteed financing, More infor-
mation call 1-830-460-8354

BIG BEAUTIFUL AZ LOTS! Golf course,
national parks. 1 hour from Tucson. Guaranteed
financing. $14,995, $0 down, $0 interest. Start-
ing at $129/month. Foreclosure online @ www.
sunsiteslandrush.com Pre-Recorded Message.
1-800-631-8164 mention code 2182

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO 140 acres-
$89,900. Nice mix of rolling grassland, rock
outcroppings and Ponderosa. Teeming with
wildlife! Call NMLR, 1-866-979-8049.

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV, MH or cabin.
Gated entry, $690 down, ($6900/10.91%/7yr) 90 days
same as cash, Guaranteed financing, 1-936-377-3235

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV/motor home/
house, pier, boat ramp, pool, clubhouse, gated entry, 
on Lake Fork, $690 down ($6900/10.91%/7yr)
Guaranteed financing, 1-214-696-2315

10.1 ACRES, SOUTH Texas. Brush, heavy cover.
Deer, hogs. Jim Wells County, north of San Diego.
$29,500, owner or TX Vet financing. Toll-free
1-866-286-0199. www.westerntexasland.com

20 ACRE LAND foreclosures. Near growing El Paso,
Texas. No credit checks/ owner financing $0 down, take
over $159/ month. Payment was $16,900, now 12,856.
1-800-755-8953. www.texaslandforeclosures.net

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

676 ACRES-REEVES County, 15 Miles North
Pecos. River frontage. Call Jack 1-214-755-6224.

SCHOOLS/TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRING, Train for high paying
aviation maintenance career. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if qualified. Housing available. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-888-349-5387.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Accounting, Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-888-
205-8920, www.CenturaOnline.com

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy equipment 3 week
training program.  Backhoes, bulldozers, track
hoes.  Local job placement assistance.  Could
qualify for GI/VA benefits. 1-866-362-6497

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

To Order: Call this Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service

at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

Statewide Ad .....................$500
307 Newspapers, 1,018,288 Circulation

North Region Only ..........$230
99 Newspapers, 270,048 Circulation

South Region Only ..........$230
107 Newspapers, 501,889 Circulation

West Region Only ............$230
101 Newspapers, 248,581 Circulation

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

RENTED
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bring home more h   liday

ORDER TOLL-FREE 1-800-743-8730
$5 Flat Rate Shipping, up to 10 items.  
Exclusions apply.  

MON-SAT

JAN-DEC

Just $6 Each
2009 christmas collectibles

With any $50 purchase. 
A $24 value each.  
One per $50 purchase. 

While supplies last. 

Sale prices effective through December 8, 2009. Selected styles; entire stocks only where indicated. Interim markdowns may have been taken.

50% 
off

entire stock 
men’s 

sweaters
By Dockers®, 

Arrow®, 
Haggar® and 

Sun River®. 
S-XXL. 

Reg. 34.00-
60.00, Sale 
17.00-30.00

50% 
off
men’s 

outerwear
Whispering Smith® 

pleather jacket 
with faux sherpa 

collar. M-XXL. 
Orig. 100.00,

Sale 49.99

40% 
off

entire stock 
boys 2t-20 

u.s. polo 
assn.®

Polos, hoodies, 
jeans and sets. 

Reg. 24.00-49.00, 
Sale 14.40-29.40

50% off
all ladies fashion boots

Rampage®, CL by Laundry®, A2™ by Aerosoles®, 
more. Orig. 32.00-135.00, Sale 16.00-67.50

super Buy!
tHRu friday!

salE 
11.99

men’s 
sun river® 

shirts
Plaid or solid. 
Orig. 30.00.

super Buy!
tHRu friday!

70%
off

entire stock 
fine jewelry 

gold 
earrings

10K and 14K gold.

40% 
off

misses  
wool coats
Signature Studio® 

walker from 
the collection. 

S-XL. 
Reg. 188.00,  
Sale 112.80

50% 
off

sleepwear 
& robes 
for her

Winter styles by 
Rebecca Malone® 

Intimates, 
On Stage® and 

Whispers®. 
S-XL; 1X-3X. 
Reg. 22.00-
65.00, Sale 

  11.00-32.50

salE 
19.99

misses 
casual 

sweaters
u.S. Sweater® 

cardigan.
 Misses S-XL. 

Reg. 40.00.

Bonus coupon valid now through dEcEmBEr 8 Bonus coupon valid now through dEcEmBEr 8

EXtra 20% off
anY singlE itEm* • rEgular pricE, salE or clEarancE

*Excludes fragrances, cosmetics, formalwear rental, gift cards and previous purchases.  
Cannot be combined with any other coupon or private savings offer. 

Must relinquish coupon at time of purchase.  

EXtra 20% off
anY singlE itEm* • rEgular pricE, salE or clEarancE

*Excludes fragrances, cosmetics, formalwear rental, gift cards and previous purchases.  
Cannot be combined with any other coupon or private savings offer. 

Must relinquish coupon at time of purchase.  

40% 
off

juniors 
separates

By A. Byer®, Halo®,  
tempted®, more. 

Reg. 30.00-48.00, 
Sale 18.00-28.80

91233805.B   12/04/09   HOLIDAY SALE ROP   6 Col x 21”   B&W ROP   MN   12 Bealls Mexican; 3A Bealls     Nann Beisner / Lola Grant / Julie Schwalen-Lee

10% OFF ALL DAY + Bonus VIP Points  
when you open a new credit card account*  
*Subject to credit approval. Exclusions apply.

N

E-ALERTS!
Receive advance notice of sales. 
Sign up at www.beallstx.com

STORE LOCATOR!
call 1-800-743-8730 or
log on at www.beallstx.com

N

our gift card*

the perfect present! 
In denominations of $5-$1000.  

Available in-store, at www.beallstx.com 
and 1-800-743-8730.
*terms and conditions apply. 

HOLIDAY salE
50%-75% off with Your Bonus coupons! 

91233805.BJPS.indd   1 12/2/09   5:54:25 PMBEALLS HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 10 AM - 9 PM   Sun 12 PM - 6 PM         Inside The Big Spring Mall 209954
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

AC & HEATING

Johnson Heating Conditioning
Air & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating Units 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

DIRT WORK

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

20
04

11

J & W Sand,
Gravel and Dozer Service

432-213-5342
Experienced / References

Good Rates
Free Estimates!!!

Residential Work

200411 J & W sand.indd   1 7/16/09   8:15:10 AM

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331

 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 
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LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

 LAWN SERVICE

20
13

32

Fall Cleanup • Hauling
Tilling • Tree Trimming

• Clean Out Storage Buildings
• Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
Speedy

Construction
We Do It All!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical

AC, Roofs, New Additions
Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep

Phone: 432-816-3832
Cell: 432-816-3832

24
Hr.

Sr.
Disc.

HOUSE LEVELING

AMERITEX
House Leveling

Pier & Beam, Brick & Slabs, Concrete Repair
Mold  Fungus Removal, Pressure Washing

Senior Citizens Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

325-716-9166
BIG SPRING                                                                  MIDLAND 20

08
13

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

20
09

39

Ron's Construction
Bath, Kitchen, Home Remodeling, 
Painting, Repairs, Tile, Drywall, 
Cabinets,  Countertops,  Storage 

Buildings, Patios. 

(432) 213-7686
Free Estimates

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds
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View the

Christmas
Parade

Live Online
this Saturday at

www.bigspringherald.com

Stream starts at 5:20 pm

with Parade Commentator
ROBERT SMITH

Exclusively Sponsored By:

Grand Opening Dec. 15

Back In Motion Chiropractic Center
Dr. Howard Hornsby • Dr. Jody D. Reid

1113 SCURRY
432-267-BACK (2225) • www.backinmotionbigspring.com

Serenity Spa
264-6651

1115 S. Scurry • Located Next to Back In Motion

210024

J O I N  U S  F O R  O U R

Friday December 4th
1411 Gregg St.

9:00am - 3:00pm

267-5555  H  asbonline.com

Member FDIC

The Big Spring Herald
is offering Fax & Copy Services

Fax $2.00 to send 1st page
Additional Pages $1.00 per page
Incoming Faxes $1.00 per page

Color Copies .50 per copy
Black and White .25 per copy

For More Information
CALL 432-263-7331202647

News in brief
Obama war plan appears 
to accomplish what Bush 
couldn’t: bipartisan support

WASHINGTON (AP) — President 
Barack Obama appears to have 
secured what President George W. 
Bush couldn’t: bipartisan support for 
an unpopular and faltering war.

Despite expressing an uneasiness 
about the details, lawmakers are 
poised to back Obama’s plan to send 
30,000 more troops to Afghanistan 
after getting assurances that some 
soldiers and Marines will begin with-
drawing in July 2011.

The strategy marks the largest 
expansion of the war since it began 
eight years ago. Critics conceded that 
Obama will have little trouble early 
next year getting Congress to provide 
an added $30 billion or $40 billion to 
carry it out.

The president’s chief military and 
diplomatic advisers faced more ques-
tioning from lawmakers Thursday 
after encountering only tepid criti-
cism Wednesday from members of 
the Senate Armed Services and House 
Foreign Affairs committees.

Anti-war Democrats, who rose to 
power because of voter opposition 
to Bush’s strategy in Iraq, said they 
are skeptical that the troop buildup 
is necessary or will work. But at the 
same time, party leaders — who were 
among Obama’s biggest supporters 
in his campaign for president — said 
it was unlikely that they would try to 
block the deployments or the money 
he wants.

Obama talking jobs 
with business leaders

WASHINGTON (AP) — Under pres-
sure from Republicans and an impa-
tient public to fix the sputtering eco-
nomic recovery, President Barack 
Obama is refocusing on this political-
ly potent issue by talking job creation 
with business and labor leaders at the 
White House.

The White House has lacked a unified 
economic message in recent weeks, 
with its attention focused instead on 
health care and Obama’s three-month 
review of the Afghanistan war. With 
unemployment in double digits for 
the first time in decades, Democratic 
lawmakers are suggesting a second 

economic stimulus aimed directly at 
job creation may be needed.

Administration officials are hoping 
Thursday’s jobs forum, an Obama 
trip to Pennsylvania on Friday and a 
major economic speech on Tuesday 
will help counter Republican crit-
ics who contend the administration’s 
economic recovery efforts have failed 
and its oversight of the $787 billion 
stimulus package has been inade-
quate.

At the jobs forum, Obama planned 
to defend his administration’s han-
dling of the economy and argue that 
it would be in far worse shape had 
Congress not passed the huge stimu-
lus bill earlier this year. 

Under intense GOP attacks, public 
support for the stimulus effort has 
faded.

“I certainly hope it’s more than 
a photo op,” said the No. 2 House 
Republican, Rep. Eric Cantor of 
Virginia. “All of us want to do any-
thing we can to get Americans back 
to work. Past history has been, with 
this White House, that there’s been a 
lot of pomp and ceremony with very 
little follow-through in terms of deliv-
ering results.”

Tiger Woods apologizes to 
supporters in latest turn 
of his off-course saga

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. (AP) — 
Tiger Woods disclosed his “personal 
failings” in a 317-word statement on 
his Web site that did not delve into 
details, except to say that he “let my 
family down” and regrets it “with all 
of my heart.”

Still to be determined is whether 
this closes a shocking saga involving 
one of the biggest names in sport.

In the last week, Woods has faced 
intense media scrutiny after a car 
accident outside his home in the mid-
dle of the night and sordid allegations 
of affairs. Finally, on Wednesday, 
Woods acknowledged he had “not 
been true to my values and the behav-
ior my family deserves.”

The statement followed an Us 
Weekly cover story of a Los Angeles 
waitress claiming she had a 31-month 
affair with the world’s No. 1 golf-
er. Woods’ words were posted three 
hours after the magazine released a 
voice mail — provided by the wait-

ress, Jaimee Grubbs — that Woods 
left on her phone three days before he 
rammed his Cadillac Escalade into 
a fire hydrant and tree outside his 
Florida home.

“I have let my family down and I 
regret those transgressions with all 
of my heart,” Woods said on his Web 
site. 

“I will strive to be a better person 
and the husband and father that my 
family deserves.”

Congress opens hearing 
on state dinner debacle

WASHINGTON (AP) — This time 
they’re invited, but they don’t want 
to come.

Congress wants to talk to the hus-
band and wife who slipped through 
security into last week’s state dinner 
at the White House. 

But on the eve of Thursday’s hear-
ing by the House Homeland Security 
Committee about how they did it, 
Tareq and Michaele Salahi declined 
to show up for questions.

Their decision brought an immedi-
ate threat from a lawmaker to force 
their appearance under a subpoena.

“The Salahis’ testimony is impor-
tant to explain how a couple cir-
cumvented layers of security at the 
White House on the evening of a 
state dinner without causing alarm,” 
Democratic Rep. Bennie Thompson, 
the committee chairman, said in a 
late-evening statement. “If the Salahis 
are absent from tomorrow’s hearing, 
the committee is prepared to move 
forward with subpoenas to compel 
their appearance.”

The statement swiftly followed one 
by the couple’s publicist, Mahogany 
Jones, who said the Salahis had 
already provided information to 
Thompson and the committee’s top 
Republican, as well as to the Secret 
Service.

3 Somali Cabinet ministers 
killed in explosion at 
graduation; 9 killed overall

MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) — An 
explosion ripped through an upscale 
hotel in Somalia’s capital Thursday 
during a university graduation cer-
emony, killing three government 
Cabinet ministers and six others, 
officials said. Two journalists were 
among the dead.

More than three dozen medical, 
computer science and engineering 
students had gathered to receive 
their diplomas at the ceremony at 
the Shamow Hotel, which sits in the 
small patch of Mogadishu that is held 
by Somalia’s weak central govern-
ment.

The ministers for education, higher 
education and health were killed in 
the blast, said Somali Information 
Minister Dahir Mohamud Gelle. 

The ministers for sports and tour-
ism were wounded.

Two reporters were killed in the 
blast and two other journalists were 
seriously wounded, said Bashir 
Khalif, a reporter for the Somali gov-
ernment’s radio service.

In total, nine people were killed, 
said Col. Abdilahi Hassan Barise, a 
police spokesman.
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JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

REALTY ROOFING

RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

Ventura-3-13-09.indd   1 3/13/09   9:16:29 AM

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

 TREE TRIMMING

20
55

79

TREE
TRIMMING
432-213-0031
Free Estimates

top notch
landscaping

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416
Christie Larson
432.213.4647
Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins

432.213.5454
Pat Rutledge

432.270.7706
Pat Hardison

432.270.8277

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

 SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof

Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
 Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835
 Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855 16
97

61

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

Mars is not exactly 
opposed to Neptune, 
only nearly so. And 
that’s just how you may 
feel about 
y o u r 
d r e a m s 
right now 
— that they 
h a v e n ’ t 
e s c a p e d 
you entire-
ly but are 
putting up 
a good 
fight. Back 
off of your 
w a n t i n g 
and long-
ing and yearning. Focus 
on what you have, and 
remember what it took 
for you to get where you 
are now. 

ARIES  (March 
21-April 19). Little birds 
flit and dart; big birds 
fly slow and long. The 
point is not how you 
move, but that you do. 
Use what you were 
given to fly in whatever 
style suits you best.

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). You’ve never 

had a problem with 
craving more attention 
than people were will-
ing to give you. On the 
contrary: Finding time 
for yourself is your big-
gest challenge. 
Thankfully, you have a 
place you can always go 
to escape.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Someone who 
doesn’t know you well 
will be bemused by your 
response to things. You 
don’t easily fall into cat-
egories like a lot of peo-
ple. Your complicated 
nature is what makes 
you so interesting.

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). You don’t 
know it, but you are 
making quite an impres-
sion right now. 
Something about you is 
causing your peers to 
lean into each other in 
hushed marvel.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
If possible, leave your 
television and computer 
off today. The informa-
tion superhighway is 
excellent for staying in 

touch, but the insight 
that comes from your 
heart will be even more 
valuable.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). In the handful of 
mini-crises you face 
today, don’t forget that 
underneath the parade 
of e-mails and phone 
calls and obligations, 
things are in capable, 
steady hands. Yours.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). You won’t really 
understand what you 
aspire to until you try it 
on. You’ll get the chance 
to test drive the object 
of your desire. Pretend 
like this is the real 
thing. Act as if you own 
the place and perhaps 
someday you will.

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). You know 
true freedom, and this 
is it: You give your love, 
and you enjoy when it 
comes back to you. 
However, that it does 
come back to you isn’t 
mandatory for your 
enjoyment. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 

22-Dec. 21). It won’t be 
enough for you to stand 
on the sidelines of life 
and watch the action. 
You have to feel it for 
yourself: the mud, the 
blood, the sweat. Full-
spectrum living is 
reserved for only the 
boldest, like you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). Your self-
esteem could use a 
boost. Write down your 
recent accomplish-
ments. The daily tri-
umphs count — like get-
ting your kids off to 
school on time every 
day. This list will be 
like a super-vitamin 
pack for your attitude.  

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). A lull in the 
action is not a cosmic 
punishment. It’s a gift. 
Accept the peace and 
quiet, and let them heal 
you. Don’t worry about 
what’s next. What’s next 
will happen on its own. 
For as long as you can, 
stay present in empty 
space. 

PISCES  (Feb. 

19-March 20). You’ll get 
a hot financial tip. The 
get-rich-quick scheme 
may be more like a get-
s o m e - m o n e y - s l o w l y 
plan, which is better 
than getting none at all. 
Still, old-fashioned hard 
work in exchange for 
cash is your best bet.

T O D A Y ’ S 
BIRTHDAY (Dec. 3). 
Your positive and con-
scientious approach to 
life will be celebrated. 
You’ll be promoted to a 
leadership role. The 
next three months fea-
ture a quest. Your inter-
ests lead you to places 
you’ve never been. 
You’ll fall in love in 
January — or more 
deeply in love than you 
already are. Push your-
self to personal victory 
in May. Gemini and 
Scorpio people adore 
you. Your lucky num-
bers are: 34, 15, 49, 22 
and 17.

C E L E B R I T Y 
PROFILES: Amanda 
Seyfried got her career 
start as a child model 

and was soon working 
in soap operas. Next 
came prime-time televi-
sion roles and movie 
parts such as Meryl 
Streep’s onscreen 
daughter, “Sophie,” in 
the star-studded movie 
musical “Mamma Mia!” 
Seyfried has five lumi-
naries in the fiery sta-
tion of Sagittarius, and 
an entertainment-ori-
ented Leo moon fuels 
that burning passion to 
succeed.  

If you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Holiday Mathis page, 
or you may send her a 
postcard in the mail. To 
find out more about 
Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS.
COM

Dear Annie: I get 
together once or twice a 
year with a group of 
girlfriends I’ve known 
since high school. We 
are at our wits’ end with 
one I will call Miss 
Motor Mouth. 

We are in our 60s, with 
families. Miss Motor 
Mouth has never been 
married or even been in 
a relationship. 

She is very self-cen-
tered and talks inces-
santly about her former 
job (she’s been retired 
for three years) and the 
people she worked with, 
whom we’ve never met. 

She loves to flaunt the 
obscene amounts she 
spends on purses, cloth-
ing and wine, and how 
many millions her 
brother is worth. It is 
impossible to discuss 
anything with the oth-
ers without her inter-
rupting. 

One of the girls has 
terminal breast cancer. 
Miss Motor Mouth has 
absolutely no empathy 

for this friend because 
she chose to treat her 
cancer holistically. We 
are at the point where, 
after 43 years, we are 
thinking of not inviting 
her to the next gather-
ing because we can no 
longer tolerate her 
incessant blather. 

Would it be better to 
tell her how annoying 
she is? She seems oblivi-
ous to our feelings. What 
else can we do? — Singed 
Ears 

Dear Singed: If you 
are prepared to cut her 
out of these gatherings, 
you may as well tell her 
why. Don’t gang up on 
her. 

One of you should 
meet her for coffee and 
explain that she seems 
to be monopolizing the 
conversations, and that 
you are upset by her 
apparent lack of respect 
for the woman with 
breast cancer. 

Say that you are sure 
she isn’t intentionally 

alienating 
her friends, 
and ask if 
she could 
try to be 
more sensi-
tive. If she 
cannot or 
will not, you 
don’t have 
to keep 
i n v i t i n g 
her.

D e a r 
Annie: I 
want to ask 
my parents 
and in-laws 
to give smaller 
Christmas gifts to our 
two boys (ages 2 and 5 
months) and instead 
make a contribution to 
their college funds. 

My husband does not 
feel this is appropriate. 
While we do not need 
the contribution, it 
would certainly be 
appreciated. 

We are already over-
loaded with toys and 
know that both sets of 

grandpar-
ents will 
go over-
board on 
gifts by 
s e v e r a l 
h u n d r e d 
dollars. I 
know my 
i n - l a w s 
will be 
insulted if 
we donate 
any of 
their toys 
to charity, 
so I can’t 
comfort -
ably go 

that route. 
Is it a bad idea to ask 

them to buy fewer gifts? 
Can I ask them to limit 
their spending? 

Can I ask my parents 
to donate to the college 
fund, even though they 
have already contribut-
ed? Or do I just suck it 
up like usual? — 
Louisville Lass

Dear Louisville: By 
all means, ask the grand-

parents to limit the gifts. 
If they ask what the 
children want, it’s fine 
to suggest they contrib-
ute to their college 
funds. 

But in the end, you 
cannot control how they 
choose to indulge the 
grandchildren. 

We still think donat-
ing them is a good idea, 
and you also can put 
some gifts away and 
allow the kids to unwrap 
them individually at 
later dates.

Dear Annie: I was 
pleased by your response 
to “Ditched in Montreal,” 
whose friend kept can-
celing plans at the last 
minute. 

You suggested she 
might suffer from an 
anxiety disorder. Unless 
you’ve experienced a 
panic attack, it’s diffi-
cult to understand how 
debilitating it is. 

I would describe it as 
an uncontrollable surge 
of adrenaline that makes 

you feel as though you’ll 
die if you don’t get some-
where safe.

As someone who has 
had this condition for 
eight years, I can attest 
to how hard it can be to 
attend public gather-
ings. 

The only place that 
felt safe was my home. 
It took medication and 
regular contact with my 
doctor to get my anxiety 
under control. 

It also helped immense-
ly to have understand-
ing friends and family. 

Montreal’s friend like-
ly accepts invitations 
because she would like 
to go, but becomes more 
and more anxious as the 
event grows closer. I 
hope Montreal makes 
the effort to help. — 
Better Now

	
Dear Better: We do, 

too. Thanks for the 
backup.
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Holiday

Mathis

Kathy Mitchell
Marcy Sugar



WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The tally of newly 
laid-off workers seeking 
unemployment benefits 
fell unexpectedly for 
the fifth straight week, 
a hopeful sign that the 
job market is slowly 
improving.

Still, claims remain 
above the levels that 
most analysts say would 
be consistent with an 
economy that is add-
ing jobs. The unem-
ployment rate is at 10.2 
percent and expected to 
keep climbing into next 

year.
First-time claims for 

unemployment insur-
ance dropped by 5,000 
to a seasonally adjust-
ed 457,000, the lowest 
total since the week 
of Sept. 6, 2008, the 
Labor Department said 
Thursday. Wall Street 
economists expected an 
increase, according to 
a survey by Thomson 
Reuters.

The ongoing decline 
in claims signals that 
employers could start 
adding jobs by as early 

as January or February, 
economists said. The 
nation’s economy has 
shed jobs for 22 straight 
months.

“The surprise further 
drop in jobless claims 
... is a very encourag-
ing sign that the U.S. 
economy may be closer 
to the point of net job 
creation than we had 
thought,” John Ryding, 
an economist at RDQ 
Economics, wrote in a 
research note.

Many economists say 
that claims need to fall 

to about 425,000 for at 
least a month to indi-
cate that employers are 
hiring more people than 
they are firing.

The department’s 
employment report 
for November, to be 
released Friday, is 
expected to show that 
employers shed another 
130,000 jobs after cut-
ting 190,000 in October. 
Economists forecast the 
unemployment rate will 
remain at 10.2 percent.

A Labor Department 
analyst said the closing 
of state unemployment 
offices for last week’s 
Thanksgiving holiday 
was responsible for 
some of the decline.

Economists closely 
watch initial claims, 
which are considered a 
gauge of layoffs and a 
sign of whether compa-
nies are willing to hire.

The four-week aver-
age of claims, which 

smooths out fluctua-
tions, dropped for the 
13th straight week to 
481,250, about 180,000 
below the peak.

But the Federal 
Reserve said in a report 
Wednesday that employ-
ers in most regions are 
reluctant to hire new 
workers, even as the 
economy stages a mod-
est recovery.

Meanwhile, the num-
ber of people claiming 
unemployment ben-
efits for more than a 
week rose by 28,000 to 
5.5 million, the depart-
ment said. Analysts had 
expected a decline.

That total doesn’t 
include millions of 
unemployed Americans 
that are receiving bene-
fits under extended pro-
grams paid for by the 
federal government.

About 4.5 million 
people were receiving 
extended benefits in 

the week ended Nov. 
14, the latest data avail-
able. That’s an increase 
of about 300,000 from 
the previous week. 
The jump is a result of 
Congress adding anoth-
er 14 to 20 weeks of extra 
benefits last month, the 
fourth extension since 
the recession began and 
the longest total exten-
sion on record.

Layoffs continued this 
week. Gannett Co. said 
it was cutting 26 news-
room jobs at its flag-
ship USA Today news-
paper and eliminating 
11 positions at USA 
Weekend magazine. 
Another media com-
pany, the Greenspun 
Media Group, which 
publishes the Las Vegas 
Sun, announced it was 
reorganizing its opera-
tions in a cost-cutting 
move and would lay off 
an unspecified number 
of workers.
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Eat pizza and help raise some dough. It’s as easy as pie! 
Pizza Inn will dough-nate 10% of the night’s sales * plus all tips and  

dough-nations. 

Help Support your Howard College Criminal Justice 
Association by coming to PIZZA INN the night of 

December 3rd. The club members will be your wait 
staff, table bussers,  and dish washers. They will be 

working hard to earn Some DOUGH for the Crimi-
nal Justice Association. We wish to thank you for 

your  

Location: Pizza Inn  
1702 Gregg Street 
Big Spring, TX 79720 
TIME: 5:00PM TILL CLOSE 

H. C. CRIMINAL JUSTICE  
ASSOCIATION  

 

 

The
Toney Brothers

“Gospel Music At It’s Finest”
Date: Dec. 3rd Time: 7:00 p.m.

Place:  Eastside Baptist Church
1108 E. 6th

For more information, please call 432.267.1915 
or visit online at www.toneybrothers.com 208948

View the

Christmas
Parade

Live Online
this Saturday at

bigspringherald.com
Stream Stream starts at 5:00pm

Service sector activity, retail sales down
NEW YORK (AP) — A pri-

vate measure of U.S. service 
sector activity unexpectedly 
shrank in November and 
retailers posted a surprise 
drop in sales, as constrained 
consumer spending and ris-
ing unemployment hinder a 
broad recovery.

While new jobless claims 
dropped for a fifth straight 
week, productivity gains in 
the third quarter show that 
companies are finding ways 
to reap profits with fewer 
workers, another ominous 
sign for the nearly 16 million 
unemployed Americans.

The Institute for Supply 
Management’s service index 
dropped to 48.7 from 50.6 in 
October. Analysts polled by 
Thomson Reuters had expect-

ed a level of 51.1.
Any reading below 50 sig-

nals contraction. The service 
sector grew in September for 
the first time in 13 months.

The ISM measure tracks 
more than 80 percent of the 
country’s economic activ-
ity, including such diverse 
industries as health care, 
retail, financial services and 
transportation.

The trade group said 
employment shrank for 
the 22nd time in the last 23 
months, albeit at a slightly 
slower pace, and business 
activity shrank again after 
growing for the past three 
months. New orders, a sign 
of future growth, continued 
expanding, however.

But the nation’s retailers 

suffered last month as a mod-
estly positive start to the holi-
day shopping season couldn’t 
offset weak spending the rest 
of the month.

After posting two straight 
sales gains after more than a 
year of declines, merchants 
posted an unexpected 0.3 per-
cent decrease for November, 
compared with a year ago 
when business plummeted 
to historic lows as spooked 
shoppers clamped down after 
the financial meltdown.

Meanwhile, the Labor 
Department said newly laid-
off workers seeking unem-
ployment benefits unexpect-
edly fell for the fifth straight 
week. First-time claims for 
unemployment insurance 
dropped by 5,000 to a season-

ally adjusted 457,000, the low-
est total since the week of 
Sept. 6, 2008.

The four-week average of 
claims, which smooths out 
fluctuations, dropped for the 
13th straight week to 481,250, 
about 180,000 below the peak 
for this recession reached 
this spring.

That’s still above the level 
that signals new jobs to econ-
omists. Many analysts say 
claims need to fall to about 
425,000 for at least a month 
to signal that employers are 
adding jobs. The nation’s 
economy has lost jobs for 22 
straight months.

The continued job cuts 
amid slowly growing busi-
ness means employers must 
squeeze more out of the work-

ers they have. The govern-
ment also reported that pro-
ductivity surged in the third 
quarter by the largest amount 
in six years.

The Labor Department 
revised its estimate of growth 
in output per hour of work to 
an annual rate of 8.1 percent 
in July-September period, 
the biggest jump since 2003, 
from an initial estimate of 9.5 
percent. Unit labor costs fell 
at a 2.5 percent rate, less than 
the 5.2 percent plunge first 
reported.

While that indicates infla-
tion is remaining under 
control, it also signals that 
workers’ wages are getting 
squeezed, raising doubts 
about the durability of the 
economic recovery.

New jobless claims fall unexpectedly to 457,000



Today is Thursday, Dec. 3, 
the 337th day of 2009. There are 
28 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 3, 1984, thousands of 
people died after a cloud of 
methyl isocyanate gas escaped 
from a pesticide plant operated 
by a Union Carbide subsidiary 
in Bhopal, India.

On this date:
In 1818, Illinois was admitted 

as the 21st state.
In 1828, Andrew Jackson was 

elected president of the United 
States by the Electoral College.

In 1833, Oberlin College in 
Ohio — the first truly coeduca-
tional school of higher learning 
in the United States — began 
holding classes.

In 1925, Concerto in F by 
George Gershwin had its world 
premiere at New York’s 
Carnegie Hall, with Gershwin 
himself at the piano.

In 1947, the Tennessee 
Williams play “A Streetcar 
Named Desire” opened on 

Broadway.
IIn 1967, surgeons in Cape 

Town, South Africa led by Dr. 
Christiaan Barnard performed 
the first human heart trans-
plant on Louis Washkansky, 
who lived 18 days with the new 
heart. The 20th Century 
Limited, the famed luxury 
train, completed its final run 
from New York to Chicago.

In 1979, 11 people were killed 
in a crush of fans at Cincinnati’s 
Riverfront Stadium, where The 
Who were performing.

In 1992, the Greek tanker 
Aegean Sea spilled 21.5 million 
gallons of crude oil when it ran 
aground off northwestern 
Spain.

One year ago: Theological 
conservatives upset by liberal 
views of U.S. Episcopalians and 
Canadian Anglicans formed a 
rival North American prov-
ince.

Today’s Birthdays: Country 
singer Ferlin Husky is 84. 
Singer Andy Williams is 82. 
Movie director Jean-Luc 
Godard is 79. Singer Jaye P. 
Morgan is 78. Actor Nicolas 
Coster is 76. Actress Mary Alice 
is 68. Rock singer Ozzy 
Osbourne is 61. Country musi-
cian Paul Gregg (Restless 
Heart) is 55. Actor Steven Culp 

is 54. Actress Daryl Hannah is 
49. Actress Julianne Moore is 
49. Olympic gold medal figure 
skater Katarina Witt is 44. 
Actor Brendan Fraser is 41. 
Singer Montell Jordan is 41. 
Actress Holly Marie Combs is 
36. Actress Lauren Roman is 
34. ctress Anna Chlumsky is 29. 
Actor Brian Bonsall is 28. 
Actress Amanda Seyfried is 24. 
Actor Michael Angarano is 22. 
Actor Jake T. Austin is 15.

Thought for Today: “It is 
right noble to fight with wick-
edness and wrong; the mistake 
is in supposing that spiritual 
evil can be overcome by physi-
cal means.” — Lydia Maria 
Child, American author (1802-
1880).

    ® 2009 The Associated Press.
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 Atlanta
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 Black Ent.
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 ESPN2 <
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 ESPN =
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  :AM
 5 :30

Daybreak 
News 

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... Cortes (Off Air) Paid (4:30) Our 
Little Girl

Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

(:34) News Married... Ministerio-
Vida

Paid Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

Daybreak 
News 

Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Arthur Paid Movie: 
Chicago, 
Richard 
Gere 

Paid Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Upd Martha Robison Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Meyer Paid Charmed W. Williams Agent SportsCenter 
Paid SavedBell Sid Paid Ab Se Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Hatchett Fresh Pr. Super Cash Cab CSI: NY Charmed The 
Mo’Nique 

Handy SportsCenter 
Hatchett Fresh Pr. Dinosaur Cash Cab Movie: Pretty 

in Pink 
Movers

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

The People’s 
Court

Live Regis & 
Kelly

Amores Just Bible Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Charmed Jamie F. Jungle ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Home Im Swallow Cash Cab Jamie F. Einsteins

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Home Im CCM Clifford Overhaulin’ CSI: Crime 
Scn

ER Game Tigger SportsCenter 
Anita Yes, Dear Faye H. Word Movie: Sa-

brina, Greg 
Kinnear 

Game Charlie

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Paid Necesito una 
Amiga

Judge A. Young-Rest-
less

Pecados 
Ajenos

Rachael Ray Yes, Dear How Can Super Overhaulin’ Movie: 
Lionheart, 
Deborah 
Rennard 

Las Vegas Chris Ultimate 
Cmas Pres-
ent

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Raymond Uri Harel Dragon Chris

  :PM
 12 :30

Midday News All My Chil-
dren 

Alma Indom-
able

Judge News La Tormenta Days of our 
Lives

King Upd Big World Overhaulin’ Las Vegas Movie: Deep 
Blue Sea, 
Samuel L. 
Jackson

SportsCenter 
Judge Bold King Israel Garden Suite Life

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Verano de 
Amor

Judge Mathis As the World 
Turns

America The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Scrivner ForkRoad Overhaulin’ CSI: NY Cold Case Suite Life Best of SportsCenter 
Raymond Holmes Julia Movie: The 

Rookie, Jay 
Hernandez 

Suite Life 1st and 

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Tormenta The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Payne Light of the 
Southwest

Fine Art Overhaulin’ CSI: Crime 
Scn

Cold Case Suite Life Scott Van 
Pelt

Lines
Payne Martha Jamie F. Suite Life Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge A. Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil Jim Maya Overhaulin’ CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Game Wizards SportsNation NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. Judge A. Jim WordGirl Game Wizards Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Smarter Al Rojo Vivo News Friends Dr W. Fetch Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Chris Wizards Lines Horn
Deal No News Inside Friends Acquire Cyber Cash Cab Movie: 

Ghost-
busters, Har-
old Ramis 

Chris Wizards Football Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Seinfeld Granger BBC Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Phineas Horn SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Offi ce Brad Business Cash Cab Suite Life Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Gancho Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Name Sanchez News-Lehrer Destroyed The Ultimate 
Fighter

Bones Wizards College 
BasketballEntertain Fortune Two Men Heritage Millionaire Name Dr. Destroyed Montana

  :PM
 7 :30

FlashFor-
ward 

FlashFor-
ward 

Nombre-
Amor

Bones Survivor: 
Samoa

Más Sabe el 
Diablo

Commun Fam. Guy Upd Texas Destroyed National 
Lampoon’s 
Christmas 
Vacation

NBA Basket-
ball: Celtics 
at Spurs

Movie: 
Hoodlum, 
Vanessa 
Williams

Movie: Ice 
Princess 

Football Live
Parks Fam. Guy Sprna Texas Destroyed

  :PM
 8 :30

Private 
Practice 

Private 
Practice 

Sortilegio Fringe CSI: Crime 
Scn

Pobres Offi ce Movie: Rush 
Hour 2, John 
Lone

Light of the 
Southwest

To Be An-
nounced

Mob Kill 
JFK?

TNA Wres-
tling 

College Bas-
ketball: USC 
at Texas.

College 
Football: 
Oregon State 
at Oregon.

30 Rock

  :PM
 9 :30

Private 
Practice 

Private 
Practice 

Rosa Simpsons The Mental-
ist 

Victorinos The Jay 
Leno Show

The Story of 
India

JFK Ruby 
Con.

(:15) Movie: 
National 
Lampoon’s 
Christmas 
Vacation

Phineas
Friends NBA 

Basketball: 
Miami Heat 
at Denver 
Nuggets. 

Movie Montana

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Lopez 
Tonight

Upd Charlie Rose Destroyed Ways Die The 
Mo’Nique 

Wizards SportsCtr.
Nightline Nightline Noticiero TMZ Late Show Titulares Tonight Show Van Impe Destroyed Ways Die So Raven Baseball

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Escuelita 
VIP

Law & Order: 
SVU

Decisiones Funny Bill Cloud BBC Mob Kill 
JFK?

MAN W. Williams Life De NFL Live SportsCenter 
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late Late Night-
Jim

Seinfeld Swallow T. Smiley Movie: The 
Rookie, Jay 
Hernandez 

Game Cory Baseball

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Torrente, un 
Torbel

Paid Sex & Upd (Off Air) JFK Ruby 
Con.

MAN Inside the 
NBA 

Movie: 
Hoodlum, 
Vanessa 
Williams

Replace SportsNation SportsCenter 
News Paid King-Hill Insider Pagado News Sex & World Ways Die Kim

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Paid Mujer... Paid Entertain Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Lopez 
Tonight

Light of the 
Southwest

Cash Cab Movie: 
Sharp-
shooter, Al 
Sapienza

Cold Case Emperor Rodeo: 
Wrangler 
National 
Finals

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Cero RENO 911 Paid Pagado Cash Cab Dragon

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Paid (:07) Up to 
the Minute

Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Private 
Valentine: 
Blonde & 
Dangerous

Paid Cold Case Proud College 
Football: 
Oregon State 
at Oregon.

Paid RENO 911 Pelicula: 
Lauro Pu-
ñales

Paid Movie: In 
Love and 
War, Hope 
Lange 

First In Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: Trea-
sure Planet, 
David Hyde 
Pierce

Last Call How Can Paid Paid Without a 
Trace

BET Inspira-
tion

Recess SportsCenter 
Early Tdy Sanchez Paid Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married... Moody Paid Paid Without a 
Trace

Lilo Stitch ESP SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Dr. Paid Paid Lilo Stitch ESP
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