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Howard College officials get a look at how construction of 
the science building wing is progressing during a tour of 
the building Monday.

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

An explosion involving a 
boiler at the Big Spring Refin-
ery Monday night sent three 
employees to the hospital, 
where they were treated and 
released, according to refin-
ery officials.

According to Joseph Israel, 

chief operating officer for 
Alon USA, the company that 
owns the local refinery, the 
incident was reported at ap-
proximately 8:45 p.m. Mon-
day.

“There was an incident 
at the Big Spring Refinery 
around 8:45 p.m. Monday, in-
volving a boiler,” said Israel 

in a prepared statement this 
morning. “Three employees 
were taken to the hospital 
and released.”

According to Alon USA 
public relations spokeman 
Blake Lewis, at least one of 
the three men injured was 
airlifted from the scene, but 
only as a precaution.

“He was treated and re-
leased, just like the other two 
employees,” said Lewis. “He 
was airlifted simply as a pre-
cautionary measure. I’m not 
sure which hospital the men 
were taken to, but I have re-
ceived word this morning 
that all three have been treat-
ed and released.”

Alon officials declined to 
discuss the cause of the ex-
plosion, saying the incident 
is under internal company 
investigation.

“The refinery is operating 
at planned rates, with no im-
pact on production,” Israel

See ALON, Page 3

By JOHN A. MOSELEY
Managing Editor

The death of Teel Bivins, a for-
mer Texas lawmaker and U.S. 
ambassador to Sweden, Monday 
at the age of 61 prompted state-
ments from both former Presi-
dent George W. Bush and Kel Se-
liger, the man who replaced him 
in the Texas Senate.

Bivins, who had been battling a 
lengthy illness, died at his home 
in Amarillo, according to family 
spokeswoman Sharon Miner.

The Amarillo Republican 
served in the Texas Senate for 
15 years before President George 
W. Bush appointed Bivins to be 
the U.S. ambassador to Sweden 
in 2004.

Bivins had been one of Bush’s 

most successful fundraisers 
during the 2000 and 2004 presi-
dential campaigns. He stepped 
down from the diplomatic post 
for health reasons in early 2006.

In a statement, Bush called 
Bivins a “dear friend and a great 
man.”

While in the Legislature,

See BIVINS, Page 3

Howard/Glasscock Relay For Life 
Community Kickoff will be held at 5:30 p.m. 

today at First United Methodist Church’s 
Garrett Hall, 400 Scurry

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Trouble with implementing 
a criminal reporting system 
may end up costing Howard 
County grant money in the 
future.

During their Monday meet-
ing, county commissioners 
learned that Howard County 
had fallen below state require-
ments in implementing the 
Criminal Justice Information 
System. CJIS, a reporting sys-
tem developed for the Depart-
ment of Public Safety, is de-
signed to report all criminal 
activity, from arrest through 
conviction, in the state of 

Texas.
The trouble with the sys-

tem is that it is very labor-
intensive. In Howard County 
alone, up to nine agencies are 
required to provide informa-
tion to the system, making 
inter-agency coordination a 
problem, as well.

“One of the major problems 
with CJIS is that you have so 
many people involved in the 
reporting process and if just 
one of those people drops the 
ball, we’re in trouble,” said 
County Clerk Donna Wright. 
“And it’s very, very time-
consuming. Some of these

See COUNTY, Page 3

3 injured in explosion at refinery

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

One of the oldest buildings 
on the Howard College cam-
pus is about to get a major 

facelift.
During their 

Monday meeting, 
College trustees 
approved $1.8 mil-
lion in bids to per-
form major reno-
vation work on the 
main administra-
tion building.

The structure is one of the 
original buildings construct-
ed at the Birdwell Lane cam-
pus, dating back to the early 
1950s, and has not undergone 
significant renovation, offi-
cials said.

That will soon change.
Lee George, construction 

manager of campus renova-
tion projects, said the admin-
istration building will un-
dergo major renovation in the 
coming months.

“The renovation will in-
clude work on the exterior and 
the windows, as well as some 
masonry elements,” George 
told trustees. “The electrical 
and mechanical systems will 
undergo major renovation, 
also.”

George estimated renova-
tion of the structure would 
take approximately nine 
months.

Trustees also learned costs 
for the $21.6 overall project 
have been less than expected.

Executive Vice President 
Terry Hansen told trustees 
to-date costs have been about 
15 percent less than projected. 
If costs remain under budget, 
additional renovation projects 
may be targeted, he added.

In other business, trustees 
approved:

• The issuance of $3.6 mil-
lion in revenue bonds to fi-
nance renovation of the men’s 
and women’s dormitories. Un-
like general obligation bonds, 

See HC, Page 3

CJIS problems 
could cost county
future grant funds

Former State Senator Bivins dies

By CLINT ADAMS

Special to the Herald

More than 250 students will descend 
on Big Spring High School this Hallow-
een weekend to participate in the ninth 
annual Big Spring High School Speech 
and Debate Tournament.

This year’s tournament is proving to 
be the largest tournament ever., orga-

nizers said.
“We have schools from as far away as 

Houston, Plano and El Paso coming to 
our tournament,” BSHS Speech Coach 
Jennifer Adams said, “not to mention 
the fact that our tournament is the des-
tination for all of the local schools.” 

Seventeen schools will compete at 

See TOURNEY, Page 3

Teel Bivins

BSHS to host speech 
tourney, judges sought

Admin
building
next at HC
Trustees OK bids 
for $1.8 million  
to refit structure

George

Bebe 
McCasland’s 
column is on 
Page 5
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Obituaries
Ronnie Neill

Ronnie Neill, 58, of Abilene, formerly of Big 
Spring died Saturday, Oct. 24, 2009, in Abilene. 
Graveside Services will be at 11 a.m. Wednesday at 

Mt. Olive Memorial Park. The 
family will receive friends from 6 
until 7 p.m. Tuesday at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home. 

He was born July 14, 1951, in Big 
Spring to Ruby and Raymond 
Neill. He attended Moss 
Elementary School in the special 
ed program.  He lived most of his 
life in Big Spring, moving to 

Abilene State Supported Living Center in 2002.
He is survived by three sisters: Barbara Kennedy 

and her husband Charlie, Linda Winterbauer, and 
Lela Thompson and her husband Ronnie, all of Big 
Spring; and several nieces and nephews.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Jason Bailey Stevens
Jason Bailey Stevens, 27, of La Porte, formerly of 

Big Spring died Friday, Oct. 23, 2009. Memorial ser-
vices will be held at 1 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 29, 2009, at the 
Nalley-Pickle and Welch Rosewood 
Chapel. Interment will follow at 
Trinity Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends 
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. Wednesday 
at the funeral home.

He was born Sept. 26, 1982, in 
Big Spring. He attended high 
school in La Porte and Forsan, 

graduating from Big Spring High School in 2001.
Jason is survived by one child, Charles Bailey 

Stevens of Seabrook; his mother, Lana Follis and 
Rob Runnels of La Porte; his father, Vance Stevens 
and Donna Hicks of Deer Park; two brothers, 
Landon Jared Stevens and wife, Randi, of Clyde, 
and Tyler of La Porte; one sister, Morgan of La 
Porte; his grandparents, Marijann Stevens of Big 
Spring, Don Stevens and wife, Cheryl, of Carrollton, 
and Bud and Angel Grantham of Big Spring; and 
many other relatives and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting that a 
small donation be made to a children’s fund of your 
choice.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• ROMELIA LEOS, 30, of 1206 Lancaster, was 
arrested Monday on nine local warrants.

• JOHN SALAZAR, 34, of 1808 Hearn, was arrested 
Monday on a charge of public intoxication.

• VIOLATION OF A PROTECTIVE ORDER was 
reported in the 1300 block of Gregg Street.

• THEFT was reported:
in the 1700 block of FM 700.
in the 1100 block of Lamesa.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 900 

block of Runnels.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 78 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• ROMELIA ISABEL LEOS, 30, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on contempt 
charges for no driver’s license (two counts), failure 
to appear (two counts), disorderly conduct – vulgar 
language, assault Class C, failure to maintain finan-
cial responsibility and no seatbelt.

• JOHN WILLIAM SALAZAR, 34, was transferred 
to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge 
of public intoxication.

• WILLIAM KEVIN THOMASON, 46, was arrest-
ed Monday by the HCSO on a charge of driving 
while license invalid with a previous conviction or 
suspension.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1000 block of S. 
Birdwell Lane. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 195 
mile marker of Interstate Highway 20. Service 
refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of 
Hearn. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 200 block of 
Refinery Road. Two people were transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of N. 
Gregg Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of 
Highway 176. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed

10/28

79/52
Windy with a
few clouds
from time to
time. High
79F.

Sunrise:
8:00 AM

Sunset:
6:59 PM

Thu

10/29

61/42
Partly
cloudy,
chance of a
thunder-
storm.

Sunrise:
8:01 AM

Sunset:
6:58 PM

Fri

10/30

68/44
Mainly
sunny and
windy. Highs
in the upper
60s and
lows in the
mid 40s.

Sunrise:
8:02 AM

Sunset:
6:57 PM

Sat

10/31

72/45
Sunny.
Highs in the
low 70s and
lows in the
mid 40s.

Sunrise:
8:02 AM

Sunset:
6:56 PM

Sun

11/1

74/48
Sunny.
Highs in the
mid 70s and
lows in the
upper 40s.

Sunrise:
8:03 AM

Sunset:
6:56 PM

Brownsville
86/75

Houston

81/71

Austin
78/69

Dallas
74/65

El Paso
64/43

Amarillo
67/39

San Antonio
82/70

Big Spring

79/52

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 75 61 windy Kingsville 86 73 windy
Amarillo 67 39 windy Livingston 79 66 mst sunny
Austin 78 69 windy Longview 74 63 sunny
Beaumont 80 68 mst sunny Lubbock 75 45 windy
Brownsville 86 75 pt sunny Lufkin 79 65 mst sunny
Brownwood 77 65 windy Midland 78 50 windy
Corpus Christi 83 76 windy Raymondville 88 72 windy
Corsicana 74 64 windy Rosenberg 81 71 mst sunny
Dallas 74 65 windy San Antonio 82 70 windy
Del Rio 81 63 windy San Marcos 78 69 windy
El Paso 64 43 rain Sulphur Springs 74 63 sunny
Fort Stockton 80 48 windy Sweetwater 77 58 windy
Gainesville 73 62 windy Tyler 74 62 mst sunny
Greenville 73 62 windy Weatherford 72 63 windy
Houston 81 71 mst sunny Wichita Falls 74 61 windy

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 72 55 pt sunny Minneapolis 53 48 cloudy
Boston 51 41 rain New York 55 47 rain
Chicago 57 48 rain Phoenix 57 44 windy
Dallas 74 65 windy San Francisco 65 46 sunny
Denver 33 25 snow Seattle 50 44 cloudy
Houston 81 71 mst sunny St. Louis 64 51 pt sunny
Los Angeles 67 48 sunny Washington, DC 62 54 rain
Miami 88 77 pt sunny

Moon Phases

First
Oct 26

Full
Nov 2

Last
Nov 9

New
Nov 16

UV Index

Wed

10/28
6

High

Thu

10/29
5

Moderate

Fri

10/30
6

High

Sat

10/31
6

High

Sun

11/1
5

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2009 American Profile Hometown Content Service

Take Note

Support groups
• Donations are being accepted at Cosden Federal 

Credit Union and State National Bank to assist the 
Gary Feaster family, residents of Howard County 
who lost their home to a fire Sunday. Thanks to 
community support, the family no longer needs 
donations of clothing, but any monetary donations 
would be appreciated.

• The West Texas Pachyderm (Republican) Club 
would like to invite all interested parties to its last 
club meeting of the year at noon Oct. 29 at Big 
Spring Country Club. Lunch is available for a 
nominal fee.  Anyone who would like more infor-
mation can call 267-7387.

• Home Hospice would like to welcome anyone 
who would like to give a few hours of their time a 
month volunteering with patients or doing office 
work. There are many areas you can volunteer in. 
We train you at your convenience. Please call 
Sherry Hodnett, volunteer coordinator, at (432) 264-
7599.

• Robert Diaz is a lifelong Big Spring citizen and 
longtime city of Big Spring employee. Robert and 
Yvonne have four children and are raising four of 
their grandchildren. Robert has been on dialysis 
for about two years and is in need of a kidney trans-
plant. Robert’s wife, Yvonne is a match and they 
have been able to start the process due to the kind-
ness and generosity of friends, family and Big 
Spring citizens. They are still in need due to all the 
fees that they will incur from the transplant. 
Anyone wishing to make a donation can do that at 
Citizens Credit Union, account 932728. All dona-
tions are appreciated.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children 
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home.  CASA currently has 
10 active volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of 
Howard County in foster care. A class is forming in 
Howard County and 20 volunteers are needed. For 
more information on becoming a CASA volunteer, 
please contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

TODAY
• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 

at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. 
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 
more information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 

p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting, 

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers 
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday 
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each 
month at 8 p.m.

Lottery
The winning numbers in Monday evening’s draw-

ing of the Texas Lottery’s “Two Step” game were: 
13-15-16-30, Bonus: 20.

The winning numbers in Monday evening’s draw-
ing of the Texas Lottery’s “Cash 5” game were: 
02-25-26-28-32.

The winning numbers in Monday evening’s draw-
ing of the Texas Lottery’s “Daily 4 Night” game 
were: 2-4-6-3.

The winning numbers in Monday evening’s draw-
ing of the Texas Lottery’s “Pick 3 Night” game 
were: 8-9-4.



BIVINS
Continued from Page 1

Bivins rose to chair the 
powerful Senate Finance 
Committee and was a 
member of the 
Legislative Budget 
Board.

As a result of legis-
lative redistricting in 
2003, Howard County 
was moved into Bivins’ 
31st Texas Senate Dis-
trict following his final 
campaign for the post in 
2002.

State Sen. Kel Seliger, 
who replaced Bivins in 
the Senate District 31 
seat, issued a statement 
calling his predecessor 
both a friend and role 
model.

“Teel Bivins was a 
good friend and role 
model, who set a very 
high standard for com-
mitment and accom-
plishment in public ser-
vice, and will be sorely 
missed,” Seliger said in 
this statement.

Seliger noted that four 
members of his current 
staff also worked for 

Bivins when he repre-
sented the 31st District.

“They, along with my 
family, and his many 
friends and colleagues 
throughout Texas ex-
tend our sincerest con-
dolences to his family,” 
Seliger’s statement add-
ed.

Before his election to 
the Texas Senate, Bivins 
had been a businessman 
and cattleman. He grad-
uated from Tulane Uni-
versity and earned a law 
degree from Southern 
Methodist University in 
Dallas.

The Associated Press 
provided information 
for this story.

Contact Managing 
Editor John A. Moseley 
at 263-7331, ext. 230, or 
by e-mail at editor@big-
springherald.com
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In This Season
Of Hope

24th Annual

Community Christmas Parade
5:30 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 5th

Parade theme:

“A Cotton Pickin’ Christmas”
Entry deadline - Noon, Friday, Nov. 13th

NEW PARADE ROUTE DUE TO CONSTRUCTION
$100 Herald’s Best Of Show Award: for best interpretation of theme

$75 Mayor’s Award: for best use of lighting

$50 Grand Marshall’s Award: for best costuming

First-place plaques will be awarded in the following categories:
1. Individual or family                                  2. Civic group, school or church

3. Commercial           4. Industrial
In addition, certificates of commendation will be awarded to

the second- and third-place entries in each of those categories.
Also, a special award will be presented to the best
sheriff’s posse, riding club or other mounted entry.

PARADE RULES
1. The parade’s official Santa Claus will be provided by the Herald
    NO OTHER SANTA WILL BE PERMITTED IN THE PARADE
2. Floats should not exceed 55 feet in length, 8 feet in width and 14 feet in height.
3. Antique vehicles will be the only undecorated vehicles permitted without 
   special permission from Parade Committee.
4. Vehicles of a strictly commercial nature will not be permitted.
5. Parade entries not in line by the start of the parade will be placed at the 
   end of the parade and will not be eligible for awards.
6. For safety, do not throw candy from your float. Small children run up under
    the tires. Please have someone walking beside your float if you want to throw candy.

2009 Christmas Parade Entry Form
Name of organization:__________________________________________________________

Name of contact person:________________________________________________________

Mailing address:_____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Telephone number:__________________________________________

You will receive by return mail, your float number and a map
showing where to go to line up.

q Individual/Family

q Commercial q Industrial q Mounted

q Civic/church/school

Mail, fax or hand 
deliver to:
Parade Committee
Big Spring Herald
PO Box 1431
710 Scurry
Big Spring, TX 79721
Fax (432) 264-7205
E-mail:
advertising@
bigspringherald.com

202126
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Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/09
178311

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Ronnie Neill, 58, died 
Saturday. Graveside 
Services will be at 11:00 
AM Wednesday at Mt. 
Olive Memorial Park.  
The family will receive 
friends from 6:00 until 
7:00 PM Tuesday at Myers 
& Smith Funeral Home.  

Ron Enger, 64, died 
Sunday. Memorial 
Service will be at 4:00 PM 
Tuesday at Coahoma 
United Methodist 
Church.

TOURNEY
Continued from Page 1

the tournament this 
weekend.

“We don’t compete at 
our own tournament,” 
Adams said. “Because 
we use community 
judges, it wouldn’t be 

fair to the other schools. 
Rather, this is a fund-
raiser for our team to 
allow them to compete 
at other tournaments in 
the future.”

More community 
judges, however, are 
needed. 

“We are in need of 
judges for several time 
spots on Saturday,”  Ad-

ams said. “Many people 
are scared of the pros-
pect of judging, but if 
you can watch a reality 
show and pick who you 
like and who you don’t 
like, you can judge.”

Anyone willing to help 
should call Jennifer or 
Clint Adams at 264-3641 
ext. 1444 or ext. 1442.

HC
Continued from Page 1

revenue bonds will be paid for through 
fees and other charges and not through 
tax money.

• Heard reports on fall semester en-
rollment and small classes.

• Approved handbook and catalog 
changes.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 
263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail at report-
er@bigspringherald.com

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1

records we have to 
update go back seven 
years.

“I have one employee 
in my office who works 
on CJIS,” Wright added. 
“But she also has five 
other jobs to do.”

Because of recent state 
requirements, however, 

the county must im-
prove its reporting pro-
cedures or face possible 
consequences.

“You have to show a 
good reason why you’re 
not reporting at least 90 
percent of all activity,” 
Wright said. “If you 
don’t, the state can start 
pulling grant money.”

Wright said the coun-
ty’s reporting level is 
currently at around 77 
percent.

And Howard County is 
not alone is falling short 
of CJIS requirements — 
Wright said only 36 of 
the more than 200 coun-
ties in Texas met or ex-
ceeded the 90 percent 
reporting rate.

To rectify the situa-
tion, the county must 
form a committee to 
study the situation and 
recommend improve-
ments. Commissioners 
voted unanimously to 

name the following peo-
ple to the committee: 
Wright, District Clerk 
Colleen Barton, County 
Attorney Josh Hamby, 
District Attorney Hardy 
L. Wilkerson, Chief of 
Police Lonnie Smith, 
Sheriff Stan Parker, 
Adult Probation Direc-
tor Kent Minchew, Juve-
nile Probation Director 
Dennis Wells, County 
Judge Mark Barr and 
Mike Barton.

In other business, 
trustees approved:

• An expenditure of 
$8,500 to purchase and 
install new shelving at 
the county library.

• An inter-local agree-
ment between the coun-
ty and the VA Medical 
Center.

•The appointment 
of Kathy Sayles as the 
county’s representative 
on the appraisal district 
board.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

ALON
Continued from Page 1

said this morning.
Monday’s explosion was 

the second in less than two 
years at the facility, which 
was heavily damaged in 
February 2008 when gas 
from a propylene tank 
caused a fire to rip through 
the refinery.

Repairs, which took 
nearly a year to complete 
following the 2008 explo-
sion, cost approximately 
$300 million to complete, 
according to information 
recently released by of-
ficials with the Howard 
County Appraisal Dis-
trict.

Alon officials declined to 
comment on the estimated 
cost to repair the damage 
caused by Monday night’s 
fire.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

Sen. Reid takes chance including 
government-sponsored plan in health bill

WASHINGTON (AP) — The focus of the health overhaul de-
bate now shifts to whether Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
can persuade a handful of moderate senators to get behind his 
new proposal for a government-sponsored insurance plan.

That’s no sure bet. Even Reid, D-Nev., didn’t claim to have 
the 60 votes needed to pass his proposal when he ended weeks 
of speculation by announcing that the Senate version of sweep-
ing health care legislation would include a provision for the 
government to sell health insurance in competition with pri-
vate insurers.

The issue has been the biggest flash point in the health care 
debate, and government-sponsored insurance had been seen as 
unlikely to be included in Senate legislation because of opposi-
tion from moderates. The House’s health care bill, expected to 
be released as early as this week, is certain to contain a strong 
provision for a so-called public insurance option, though de-
tails aren’t final.

“I think it’s the fairest way to go,” Reid told reporters Mon-
day.

“We have 60 people in the caucus,” he said. “We all hug to-
gether and see where we come out.”

The recession may be over, but recovery
is fragile and job losses still mounting

WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s about to become official: The re-
cession is over — but not the pain.

The government will release figures this week expected to 
show that the economy has awakened from its deepest slump 

since the 1930s and is in the early stages of a recovery. But 
the following week, the government will issue another set of 
figures expected to show unemployment continuing to rise to-
ward and possibly above a clearly recessionary 10 percent.

How can both be possible?
The government releases third-quarter Gross Domestic Prod-

uct figures on Thursday. Many forecasters say they will show 
GDP growing at an annual rate of about 3 percent, validating a 
widely held belief among economists that the recession ended 
in June or July.

But try telling that to the more than 15 million still unem-
ployed, the small businesses and individuals who can’t get 
loans and the people whose homes are worth less than their 
mortgages.

Al-Qaida affiliate in Iraq claims 
responsibility for bombings that killed 155

BAGHDAD (AP) — Al-Qaida’s umbrella group in Iraq claimed 
responsibility for the twin suicide bombings in the heart of 
Baghdad that killed at least 155 people, including 24 children 
trapped in a bus leaving a day care center.

The al-Qaida branch, known as the Islamic State of Iraq, 
said in a statement posted on the Internet late Monday that its 
“martyrs ... targeted the dens of infidelity.”

Massive car bombs have been the hallmark of al-Qaida and 
Sunni insurgents seeking to overthrow the country’s Shiite-
dominated government in Iraq.

The attack Sunday in the heart of the Iraqi capital struck the 
Justice Ministry and the Baghdad Provincial Administration. 
It was Iraq’s deadliest attacks in two years and it raised more 
fears about the country’s ability to protect itself.

News briefs▼
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From Cuba with courage

Parents behaving badly

S
he is an outstanding 
writer, a great political 
analyst, a popular blogger 
and an award-winning 

journalist. But those are not the 
best adjectives to describe Yoani 
Sanchez.

Courage is what 
makes her differ-
ent.

After all, writing, 
analyzing politics, 
blogging and prac-
ticing journalism 
are much more 
difficult where she 
does it. Freedom 
of expression is a 
rare commodity in 
Havana.

Yet Sanchez, 34, 
insists on speaking her mind 
— apparently protected by her 
rapidly growing international 
notoriety — in a country where 
such daring people usually are 
held in prison.

Through her popular “Gen-
eración Y” blog, Sanchez keeps 
opening a small window for the 
world to see the harsh reality 
of daily life under a communist 
dictatorship.

Despite having very limited 
access to new technology and to 
cyberspace, many young Cubans 
are finding ways to communi-
cate with the outside world — in 
ways that the totalitarian regime 
cannot totally suppress. 

Sanchez is one of a growing 
number of young Cubans who, 
using servers in other countries, 
have created blogs and Internet 
news sites to present the side of 
Cuba that is not covered by the 
government-controlled news 
media. 

Ironically, their publications 
circulate much more freely 
outside Cuba than they do on the 
island.

Yet these free voices from Ha-
vana have gained many follow-
ers all over the world. 

In barely two years, “Gen-
eración Y” has grown to hav-
ing millions of page views per 
month. 

Her supporters translate and 
post her blogs in some 15 lan-
guages, and last year, Time 
magazine named her one of the 
world’s 100 most influential 
people.

This is obviously recognition 
of not only her amazing courage 
but also the level of difficulty in 
practicing journalism in Cuba — 
of her tireless toil to send out her 
message from a country where 
the government restricts access 
to the Internet.

Mind you, Sanchez struggles 
to post her blog by buying a few 

minutes of access on one of the 
few online computers available 
to Cubans in Havana and by 
evading government efforts to 
block her uploads and censor 
her writings. And in doing so, 
she has become a persona non 
grata in her own country.

Yet when Sanchez wins awards 
for her hazardous work, she 
is not allowed to leave Cuba to 
receive them. 

Because she speaks so bluntly 
in spite of many impediments in 
Cuba, the government obviously 
fears what she would say if she 
were abroad and able to speak 
freely.

On four different occasions, 
Sanchez has been denied re-
quests to travel outside the 
“island prison” she describes in 
her blog. 

It happened last year, when 
she was invited to go to Madrid 
to receive a prize for digital jour-
nalism. And it happened again 
last week, when she was denied 
permission to travel to New 
York to receive a prestigious 
Maria Moors Cabot citation at 
Columbia University for practic-
ing journalism that promotes 
inter-American understanding.

“I am a little delusional” San-
chez wrote on her blog later.

“Until a minute before the Ma-
ria Moors Cabot prize ceremony 
... I thought the Cuban govern-
ment would change its decision 
and let me leave.”

But when Sanchez realized she 
wasn’t going anywhere, she cou-
rageously posted a video, now on 
YouTube, showing exactly what 
happened Oct. 12, when she was 
denied permission to travel to 
New York at the Cuban govern-
ment’s immigration office in 
Havana.

“I need to know if you have lift-
ed the ban on my traveling that 
has been in effect for a year,” 
Sanchez told a clerk surrounded 
by uniformed officers.

But the clerk, like a pro-
grammed robot, kept repeating 
the same phrase: “You are still 
not authorized to travel.”

And with each vague response 
to Sanchez’s questions, the 
conversation kept getting more 
intense.

“You know this is a violation 
of my constitutional rights,” 
Sanchez told the clerk. “You 
people are violating my rights as 
a citizen, the ability to travel, to 
leave and enter my country. It 
is very serious. That a military 
institution denies a fundamental 
right of a civilian citizen, it is 
like the right to an education, to 
food.”

In this video, you see some-

thing rarely seen in the past 50 
years: a fearless Cuban confront-
ing government officials with 
words most Cubans wish they 
had the courage to say.

“You are making a travesty of 
life,” Sanchez told them. “This 
institution that you represent, 
this permission to leave, some-
day this is going to end. My 
grandchildren are not going 
to live under these conditions. 
When I tell them the story of 
how the institutions of my coun-
try violated my rights, my right 
to travel, they’re not going to be-
lieve me. What will you tell your 
children? That you dedicated 
yourself to violating the rights of 
Cubans? Is that what you’ll say?”

The video is more powerful 
than any acceptance speech 
Sanchez could have delivered in 
New York. 

Millions of people will watch it 
on the Internet.

Yet Sanchez wasn’t about to 
miss an opportunity to speak 
about freedom of expression at 
a prestigious American univer-
sity. 

And so she posted another vid-
eo message, taped in a Havana 
park and viewed at the awards 
ceremony. 

“We Cubans are like small 
children who need Father’s 
permission to leave the house,” 
she said. “And in the case of the 
little girl named Yoani Sanchez, 
the personal and social price I’ve 
paid for posting my views of the 
world and of my reality has con-
demned me to immobility.”

Nevertheless, although she 
can’t leave Cuba, Sanchez said 
the recognition she has received 
from the award has served as 
“a protective shield against the 
repression and, above all, state 
control that any person who 
thinks differently can suffer in 
Cuba.”

She said she dreams of the day 
when Cuban bloggers no longer 
are punished “simply because 
they don’t follow the party line 
or fall within the boundaries of 
an ideology.”

In one of her most recent blog 
entries, Sanchez describes Twit-
ter as a bird “who raises me up 
with his feet,” and she notes that 
even though uniformed officers 
affirm that she cannot leave 
Cuba, technology allows her to 
travel like never before. 

“I am already thousands of 
kilometers from here,” Sanchez 
wrote, “in this virtual world 
that they cannot understand nor 
fence in.”
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A
s it turns out, it was no 
secret that Richard and 
Mayumi Heene were 
very bad parents.Their 

associates knew it. Television 
producers witnessed it. 

Their willingness 
to put their chil-
dren in danger to 
get attention was 
nothing new. 

They chased 
storms with their 
children. They 
used them to 
become “stars” of 
reality television. 

They taught 
them an ugly and 
offensive rap song 
about not being 
“pussies,” which they posted on 
YouTube.

In the wake of their horrify-
ing hoax, all kinds of stories 
are coming out about these bad 
parents. 

Former associates describe 
the father in the worst possible 
terms. They made it onto “Wife 
Swap” — twice, no less, back by 
popular demand the second time 
— precisely because they provid-
ed such a striking contrast to the 
other family, with its stable and 
normal parents who would not 
teach their children to swear, 
or tolerate it if they did, who 
wouldn’t film them defecating by 
the side of the road or covered 
in feces, as the Heenes did, who 
didn’t go looking for danger with 
three young children along.

It’s easy to blame the media 
for giving too much attention to 
their hoax. But what else could 
they do? 

A balloon flying thousands of 

miles above the ground with a 
6-year-old boy inside, traveling 
50 miles before it landed, is one 
of those stories that will always 
capture attention. 

Law enforcement has to take 
such a report seriously. So, 
frankly, do the media. 

Long before the days of 24-hour 
cable news, we were riveted by 
similar tales — the girl in the 
well is the one I remember best.

Like everyone else, I held my 
breath waiting for that balloon 
to land. But I also thought, even 
then, who leaves a balloon in the 
backyard with a 6-year-old play-
ing unsupervised? What were 
these people doing? 

Turns out, they were trying 
to get a reality show and using 
their kids to do it.

So wrong.
The problem with procreation 

is that you don’t need a license 
to do it. 

You don’t need to pass any 
character test, prove your fit-
ness, establish your maturity.

If the Heenes had applied to 
adopt a child, they’d have been 
bounced in a New York minute. 
No agency in the country would 
entrust someone else’s baby to 
these people. 

But no one could stop them 
from having their own.

The law has long struggled 
with the question of when to 
take children from their biologi-
cal parents. 

A whole body of law has devel-
oped protecting parental rights 
against state intervention and 
establishing high standards for 
children to be removed from 
their parents’ home, particularly 
if such removal is permanent.

No one who knows anything 
about the foster care system 
would pretend for one minute 
that it is a panacea. 

There are good foster parents 
and good foster homes, but there 
are almost certainly just as 
many bad ones. 

Kids who are taken from their 
parents often spend the rest of 
their lives missing them. 

A former student of mine, An-
drew Bridge, wrote a haunting 
memoir last year about his life 
in foster care, always longing for 
his mentally ill mother to take 
him back. Hope was her name; 
“Hope’s Boy” was the name of 
his book.

Still. There have to be limits, 
and those limits have to be en-
forced. 

Reality television blurs the 
line between children and child 
actors, between pretend parents 
and real ones. 

Bad parenting is not entertain-
ment. 

It’s abuse, even if it gets rat-
ings.

Richard Heene is likely to be 
charged for his role in the hoax, 
which is a crime against the 
people of Colorado. 

I have not yet heard of anyone 
who needed the help of law en-
forcement while they were busy 
chasing an empty balloon, but 
that is always the danger with 
false alarms.

But his greater crime, and his 
wife’s, was the one they commit-
ted against their own children. 
They should be punished, and 
their children protected.
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W
hat was that? There’s nothing 
to do around here? That’s a 
common complaint from teen-
agers in almost every commu-

nity in America. Far too often, however, 
it’s more likely to apply to senior citizens 
in most communities than for teens.

Too often, it seems, communities simply 
don’t offer many activities for senior citi-
zens, and that’s a shame, because virtually 
everyone knows America is getting older.

That will not be the case this Friday, 
thanks to the Senior Fun Fest sponsored 
by Canterbury, RSVP and the Big Spring 
Senior Center.

The Senior Fun Fest will include a health 
fair, information booths, food, and even a 
chili supper anddance — enough activi-
ties are scheduled so that virtually every 
senior citizen in Big Spring should find 
something of interest.

The event begins at 9 a.m. Friday at the 
Big Spring Senior Center with the health 
fair. Lunch is scheduled at the senior cen-
ter with barbecued brisket and all the fix-
ins. 

The suggested donation for the lunch is 
$3.50 for those 60 and older, and $6 for those 
under the age of 60.

Activities will continue that evening with 
a chili supper and dance which begins at 6 
p.m.

For more information concerning the 
event, contact the Senior Center at 267-
1628.

We here at the Herald offer kudos to all 
three organizations for banding together to 
sponsor and conduct the Senior Fun Fest, 
and we encourage the senior citizens of our 
community to turn out and take part.

Senior Fun Fest
should be great
event on Friday

Letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A Small Prayer

May we maintain peace and prosperity, Lord, 
by trusting in You.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson



T
here are many 
things I like 
about stargaz-
ing, not the 

least of which is the 
unfathomable beauty 
and wonder found in 
the night 
sky. I 
especially 
appreci-
ate how 
this can 
be enjoyed 
at many 
levels.

Peering 
naked-
eye into 
the rich-
ness of 
the Milky 
Way under a dark 
moonless sky, observ-
ing unimaginably 
distant objects through 
binoculars and tele-
scopes, seeing images 
from the incredible 
Hubble Space Telescope 
— things I’ve done so 
many times one might 
suspect by now a 69-
year old stargeezer like 
me would be jaded by 
it all. But one would be 
wrong. The beauty and 
wonder of the cosmos 
can still take my breath 
away and leave me 

without words. I doubt 
I’ll ever tire of it.

That being said, hav-
ing recently watched 
all six episodes of Ken 
Burns’ “The National 
Parks: America’s 
Best Idea” on PBS has 
led me to refocus my 
perspective. I’ve not 
been unaware of beauty 
and wonder of nature 
right here on Earth. For 
years our family has 
traveled, visited and 
camped in numerous 
parks in many states 
and even other coun-
tries, and I’ve had a 
special love affair with 
Texas’ Big Bend and the 
Davis Mountains since 
my first visit in 1970.

So how could the pro-
gram expand my point 
of view? A comment by 
a narrator about Earth 
being a Garden of Eden 
got me thinking. Ac-
cording to the Hebrew 
creation story, Earth 
was a Garden of Eden 
until our long-ago an-
cestors messed up and 
got thrown out. 

But when I behold the 
beauty, magnificence 
and bounteousness our 
planet still has to offer, 
I wonder if the ancients 

really got the story 
right. Maybe we’re still 
in the garden, and it re-
mains to be seen wheth-
er we will preserve or 
destroy it.

Yes, the beauty of the 
Milky Way, the full 
Moon, and Venus as the 
“evening star” are hard 
to beat. Views of Saturn 
and its rings never fail 
to awe. And what artist 
could match nature’s 
exquisite colors and 

shapes captured by 
Hubble?

Yet, within our solar 
system, Earth is the 
only place we can 
survive, much less 
find hospitable. We 
would burn to ashes on 
Mercury and Venus, 
and freeze solid on the 
outer planets and their 
moons, and even on our 
Moon. And even if we 

See GAZER, Page 6

D
escribing 
the raptor as 
dazed, the 
veterinarian 

added he had found no 
broken bones. Since the 
game warden was out of 
town, he 
wondered 
if we could 
come and 
get the 
bird.

Travel-
ing west-
northwest, 
we noticed 
the first 
yellow and 
bronze 
tinges of 
October, 
especially along bar 
ditches and several 
draws. Seeds of today’s 
colors had found their 
way to the only water 
sources within miles.

Placed in a wire, 
outdoor cage by a tech-
vet, the dark brown 
bird of prey moved to 
the opposite end as our 
vehicle crunched on the 
rutted surface of an un-
paved drive. Observing 
the hawk through the 
windshield, we noticed 
it actively paced back 
and forth. Each time 
the bird reached the 
end of the enclosure, it 
bumped into chicken 
wire, turned, then re-
traced its path.

Hearing our ap-
proach, the hawk 
stopped and spread its 
wings defensively. Only 
a Swainson’s hawk 
would have the brown 
to reddish-brown bib 
on a creamy-white 
chest. The pale linings 
of its wings and dark 

flight feathers were 
striking. 

When a sudden noise 
behind us caused the 
bird to fold its wings 
and try to walk away 
from danger, we were 
close enough to see it 
had bloodied the area 
above its bill. The rap-
tor had injured itself a 
little more each time it 
hit the end of the cage. 

A previous trip to this 
clinic had taught us to 
come prepared. Since 
the bottom of the 
enclosure was con-
structed of 2x4s over-
laid with chicken wire, 
we inserted a piece of 
plywood through the 
narrow door and over 
the boards. Any mis-
step could cause me 
to fall through rusty 
wire. Once inside, I 
crawled toward the 
hawk.

Crouched directly 
in front of the bird, I 
moved my hand in front 
of its face. What I had 
suspected from the way 
the hawk reacted was 
now confirmed. It could 
not see.

At that moment, a 
client left the build-
ing. The noise caused 
the hawk to start pacing 
again. As it walked past 
me, I easily grabbed 
it. Caught by some-
thing it did not see, the 
medium-sized raptor 
strained against my 
hands with taloned feet 
flailing the air. Quick-
ly, Art placed a large 
towel over the bird as 
I removed my hands 
from underneath.

Wrapped like a pa-
poose, the Swainson’s 

was contained. After 
handing it through 
the door that was 
only as wide as my 
shoulders, I squeezed 
through the exit, pulled 
out the plank and we, 
and our guest, headed 
home.

Since the hawk had 
been found beside a 
highway, a vehicle may 
have caused its head 
trauma and the ensuing 
swelling. Such an inju-
ry could have resulted 
in the bird’s inability 

to see. Without sight, it 
could not self-feed.

To lessen stress on 
the bird, I ruled out 
manhandling it for 
every feeding. Instead, 
the tempting taste of a 
baby mouse was in-
serted into its mouth 
whenever it opened 
its bill defensively as 
if to bite an imaginary 
enemy. Recognizing 
food, it went from 
gulping tiny rodents to 
full-sized mice. Soon 
it was anticipating the 

touch of any possible 
food against the side of 
its bill.

After five days of 
hand-feeding the Swain-
son’s, my morning 
routine changed. With 
the hope that maybe its 
sight was returning, I 
opened the gate. Hold-
ing at the end of a he-
mostat a large mouse, 
I started to place it 
inside. When only an 
inch above the floor, 
the mouse was struck 
with the full force of 

the hawk’s foot. Only 
the length of the he-
mostat had prevented 
my fingers from being 
included within the 
talons’ grasp.

Having regained its 
sight, the bird had an-
ticipated the food. Natu-
ral and forceful, its 
footing its prey indi-
cated that the feeding 
of small mice, injected 
with anti-inflammatory 
medication, had been 

See HAWK, Page 6
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Brenda’s
Lazy BBQ & Cafe

1307 E. 4th St.               Phone: 264-1777
Daily Lunch Special $550

Nightly All You Can Eat Special

Owner - Brenda Stansel

Monday-Steak Fingers        $850

Tuesday - Pork Ribs             $850

Wednesday - Sirloin Steak  $1150 

Thursday - Pork Chops         $850

202488

Friday-Fish  $699    Fish & Shrimp  $950     Shrimp  $1050

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR

DEALER

3206 E. F.M. 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E 3

1
6
4
0

For a limited time at participating restaurants
Offer pus applicable tax ©2008 AFC Enterprises, Inc.

10% Discount On 
Any Order

11 pc Special

$999

202597

Try Our

Cheesecake

 or Pecan Pie

SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

www.swa1pc.com 
  mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441 • 432.267.8190 fax
mm@swaq1pc.com  email

7265

Bird Poop:
Swainson’s hawk
they called ‘Dodo’
survives trauma

Courtesy photo

Often seen on fence posts and telephone poles, the Swainson’s hawk hunts grasshoppers, rabbits, 
ground squirrels, rats, lizards and snakes. Found over open country, the raptor migrates with large 
flocks of its specie to the distant plains of Argentina.

Bebe

McCasland

Stargazer:

Our Garden of Eden in the cosmos

Paul

Derrick
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Mon. Thru Thur.
6:30 am to 2 pm

Friday
6:30 am to 7:30 pm

Saturday
6:30 am to 2 pm
Closed Sunday

202747

Vickie’s Cafe
204 NW Broadway • Coahoma

- Daily Lunch -
 All You Can Eat Fish & Shrimp (Thurs. & Fri.)

Mon. Fri.
6 am-9 pm

432-394-4584        Cell 432-213-1387

Sun. 6 am-8 pm
Closed Sat.

202810

Buffalo Country Fina
4911 S. Hwy. 87                                                    267-5050

- Breakfast and Daily Lunch
- Call In Orders Welcome
- Catering Also Available

6 am to 2 pm - Monday thru Friday

Burger
Special
$5.89

20
17

56

Los Tres Mesquites
NEW HOURS

7am - 2 pm
&

5 pm  8 pm

1103 E. 11th
517-4298

Daily Specials
     2 Hamburgers

                  Pork Chops and Eggs

Chicken Fried Steak

20
10

30

$500

$369

$659

In The Big Spring Mall

Mon.-Fri. 11 am - 7 pm
Saturday 12 Noon to 7 pm

• Daily Lunch Specials
• Soup, Salads & Sandwiches
• 24 Flavors Of Blue Bell Ice Cream

1808 E. Hwy 350
Big Spring TX

1-432-517-4901
Monday Thru Firday

Saturday
10:30am-9pm

10:30am-2pm & 4:30pm-9pm

201860

Wagon 
             Wheel

Drive In - 2010 Scurry St.
267-2851 200158

   300 N. Gregg St.                                                 267-2310
201582

Alberto’s Crystal 
Cafe

Serving
West Texas

Since
1974

DINING AROUND 
TOWN

Taste-test these local restaurants for a variety of great food.

Spanish Inn 
Since 1943

267-9340
200 N. 3rd St.

Tuesday Thru Saturday
 11 am-2 pm & 5 pm - 9 pm

20
27

50

Brenda’s BBQ & More
904 East 3rd Street
(432) 263-2899

Tuesday thru Saturday 11 am-9 pm
Dine In, Carry Out, Catering

200822

201829

Country Corner Cafe

• Barbacoa          • Lunch & Breakfast
• Hamburgers     • Menudo

432-264-9990

3004 N. Hwy.87
Tuesday thru Sunday 6 am - 2 pm

202271

Casa Blanca
Restaurant

“For The Finest In Authentic
Mexican Food”

Tuesday Thru Saturday 11 am-1:30 pm & 5 pm-8:30 pm

Closed
Sunday &
Monday

263-1162
1005

Lamesa Hwy.

Checks Not
 Accepted

20
27

25

Owned By
The Rodriguez Family

Would Like To
Thank You

For Your Support

1608 E. 4th St.
Mon-Sat 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

267-9323

GAZER
Continued from Page 5

didn’t burn or freeze, we 
would be hard-pressed to find 
food to eat, air to breathe and 
water to drink.

Some day our species will 
surely colonize the Moon, 
Mars and beyond, living in 
biospheres that provide food, 
air, water and comfortable 
temperatures. But will they 

have mountains to climb, 
rivers to raft, glaciers to 
hike, oceans to swim in, 
beaches for building sand 
castles, fields and forests 
to romp through? Will they 
have Old Faithful, Niagara 
Falls, giant sequoia and 
redwood trees, whales, and 
crying seagulls chasing after 
fishing boats?

The first line of a marvel-
ous “Sesame Street” song 
comes to mind: “I’d like to 
visit the Moon, but I don’t 
think I’d like to live there.”

To be sure, I’ll never cease 
marveling at the beauty and 
wonder of the distant cos-
mos, but I’ll make sure I also 
look around and fully appre-
ciate the Garden of Eden in 
my own back yard.

Sky Calendar
* 31 Sat.: Halloween is a 

traditional cross-quarter day 
celebrating the middle of fall.

* Nov. 1 Sun. morning: 
Mars is passing through the 
Beehive star cluster — bin-
oculars will help.

* 2 Mon.: The full Moon is 
called the Hunter’s Moon, 
Frosty Moon and Beaver 
Moon.

Naked-eye planets. Eve-
ning: Jupiter is the brightest 
object in the south. Morn-
ing: At dawn Venus is low in 
the east with Saturn above 
and Mercury below near the 
horizon; Mars is high in the 
southeast.

Time Change. Before retir-
ing Halloween night, set 
your clocks back one hour 

(“fall back”) to Standard 
Time.

Astro Milestones. Oct. 
29 is the 353rd birthday of 
Edmund Halley (1656-1742), 
English astronomer of Hal-
ley’s Comet fame.

Paul Derrick is an ama-
teur astronomer who lives in 
Waco. Contact him at 918 N. 
30th, Waco, 76707; (254) 753-
6920; or paulderrickwaco@
aol.com. See the Stargazer 
Web site at stargazerpaul.
com

HAWK
Continued from Page 5

effective.
For two days, the hawk 

ate all the mice placed in 
its enclosure. Then it re-
gressed, would not eat on its 
own and had to be force-fed 
again. This pattern of behav-
ior continued even after it 
was taken to South Plains in 
Lubbock.

Since the Swainson’s could 
see, Gail Barnes, a volunteer, 
placed it in a mew in the 
barn for exercise. Indicating 
it might take some time be-
fore the bird fully recovered, 

she answered my question, 
“How long?” by saying, 
“As long as it takes.” Thus 
started a conversation that 
lasted for months.

Frustrated, Gail called 
weekly to say the hawk 
would eat, and then refuse 
food for days. Its schedule 
fluctuated between being 
force-fed and its own inde-
pendent way of deciding 
to dine.  By the end of No-
vember, she called to ask, 
“What’s with your bird? 
Some days the only way to 
get it to eat is to hand it the 
food!”

By mid-December, a call 
indicated that the bird was 
eating on its own. A few days 

later, a disappointed voice 
said they were back to force-
feeding. “Your bird now has 
a name,” Gail said before 
closing our chat.

The volunteers had started 
calling the reluctant diner 
“dodo bird.” It would have 
the same fate as the extinct 
creature of the late 17th 
century. At times it seemed 
hopeless, as if this stupid-
acting bird was willing its 
destruction.

Patience persisted, even 
though by March there 
would be days the Swain-
son’s required force-feed-
ing. During one of those ef-
forts, the hawk attacked Tom 
McLaughlin, a volunteer that 

worked with “Toenails.” Its 
aggression was interpreted, 
however, as progress.

As its circuitry slowly 
rewired itself, the hawk was 
beginning to resemble the 
raptor it used to be. Detest-
ing its human mentors was 
an early sign of success. A 
decision was made that when 
the Swainson’s hawks re-
turned in late spring, “dodo” 
could join them.

To insure its complete re-
covery, the hawk was placed 
in a flight cage. For weeks, 
it could ignore the volunteer 
who brought live mice for 
it to catch. After perching 
high above on a roost, the 
hawk’s energy-driven prac-

tice flights were strong and 
swift. Its long, narrow wings 
executed near perfect land-
ings.

Nearly six months had 
passed. No longer considered 
a “dodo,” the recovery of a 
lost soul seemed complete. 
Taking the Swainson’s hawk 
to a remote canyon, Gail’s 
husband, Larry, opened the 
carrier and said good-bye to 
the troublesome raptor. As 
it gained altitude and spread 
its wings in a cloudless sky, 
the once addled aviator 
thanked everyone involved 
by flying away.

Bebe McCasland is federally 
and state licensed to rehabili-
tate wild birds.
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Medicine Center
Pharmacy

A-Bob's Bail Bonds

Burrito Express I & II

Troy Tompkins,
CMFC Financial Planner

The Prudential Insurance
Company Of America

Regardless of where a person might 
be, distractions abound in this high-
ly technological age. Adults at the 
office can get distracted by the 
Internet, instant messaging, text 
messages on their cell phones, and a 
host of other things that weren’t 
around as recently as 10 years ago.

While adults might be capable of 
juggling these distractions and still 
meeting the demands of their com-
mitments and responsibilities, chil-
dren are likely less capable. In fact, 
distractions such as social network-
ing Web sites, instant messaging 
and cell phones can make study 
time exceedingly difficult. However, 
there are steps parents can take to 

ensure their children can focus 
without distraction on their school-
work.

• Have a household study hour. 
Parents of two or more children 
might find a daily household study 
hour an effective means to minimiz-
ing distraction. Let children sit 
together as they study or do their 
homework, even if they’re in differ-
ent grades. During this household 
study hour, parents should refrain 
from watching television or doing 
anything else that could distract 
kids from their studies. Use the time 
kids are studying to prepare dinner, 
read a book or magazine, clean up 
around the house, or walk the dog. 

But avoid doing anything 
that kids might find more 
fun than their homework.

• Make it a daily commit-
ment. Kids don’t necessar-
ily have homework or a 
test to study for every day. 
However, on days when 
kids don’t take any work or 
studies home from school, 
spend at least a little time 
going over current lessons. 
Making a daily commit-
ment will help reinforce 
lessons already learned 
and will also help establish 
a known routine wherein 
kids expect to do some 
schoolwork every day. 
Substantial time does not 
need to be set aside on “off 
days,” but enough time to 
make it more than a pass-
ing exercise.

• Schedule study time 
after snack time. Children 
won’t be able to concen-
trate fully if their stomach 
is growling. So before kids 
sit down to crack the books 
after getting home from 
school, sit with them and 
have a snack. This can be a 
time for them to unwind 
and a healthy snack will 
give them the energy they 
need to study hard and get 
their work done.

• Make the study area 
comfortable. Kids will be 
distracted by an uncom-
fortable seat or a room 
that’s too hot or too cold. 
While it’s common for kids 
to study at the desk in their 
bedroom, such an arrange-
ment might prove too dis-
tracting, as many of today’s 
kids have bedrooms that 
resemble an electronics 
store showroom. A study 
area that’s not within ear-
shot of a television should 
have comfortable chairs 
(no studying on the couch), 
a pleasant temperature 
(room temperature should 
suffice) and plenty of fresh 
air so kids don’t grow tired 
or congested as they do 
their work.  

Study tips for kids at home



LANDOVER, Md. (AP) — 
DeSean Jackson scored on a 
67-yard run and a 57-yard 
reception, both in the first 
half. His night might have 
been perfect if his tender 
right ankle hadn't messed up 
his touchdown tap dance.

"I was out there having fun, 
man, honestly," Jackson said. 
"My ankle was kind of hurt-
ing. I really didn't feel it, but 
it did kind of affect my dance 
a little bit. I could put it to 
perfection a little bit better 
than that."

The Philadelphia Eagles 
had reason to do the soft shoe 
Monday night as they 
rebounded from an embar-
rassing loss and dispatched 
the Washington Redskins 
27-17. Three turnovers were 
converted into points as the 
visitors raced to a 20-point 
lead in a game that was as 
lopsided as expected.

Donovan McNabb complet-
ed 15 of 25 passes for 156 
yards, getting his 200th touch-
down pass and surpassing 
30,000 yards passing for his 
career. The defense sacked 
Jason Campbell six times, 
and newcomer Will 
Witherspoon ran back an 
interception for a touchdown 
and created another turnover 
— even though he's been with 
the team less than a week.

Nearly all the scoring came 
in the first half of an injury-
filled game as the Eagles (4-2) 
regained their stride after 
last week's jarring loss to the 
Oakland Raiders. The scari-
est moment for Philadelphia 
came when Brian Westbrook 
left in the first quarter with a 
concussion. Coach Andy Reid 
said he expects Westbrook to 
recover fully but wasn't cer-
tain whether his star running 

back will play next week.
The news was bad all around 

for the Redskins (2-5), who 
got no discernible boost from 
Sherm Lewis' debut as a play 
caller and lost Pro Bowl tight 
end Chris Cooley to a broken 
right ankle. The offensive 
line is already a mess with-
out Chris Samuels and Randy 
Thomas, and the team still 
hasn't scored more than 17 
points in a game this season.

"You can say but so much," 
defensive tackle Albert 
Haynesworth said. "You've 
got to actually want to. So 
once we get to that point — 
where we want to do some-
thing — then we'll do some-
thing. But if we just keep 
going our separate ways, then 
we'll just keep getting slaugh-
tered like we have."

Jackson scored on the fourth 
play from scrimmage, scam-
pering on a reverse down the 
left sideline untouched almost 
all the way thanks in part to 
downfield blocking from 
Jeremy Maclin. It was the lon-
gest Philadelphia run of the 
season by far — the team's 
previous best was 25 yards.

Jackson got his second 
score when he put a double 
move on Carlos Rogers and 
got wide open down the left 
side, turning a third-and-22 at 
the Philadelphia 43 into six 
points in the final two min-
utes of the first half.

Jackson also had a 29-yard 
punt return and played the 
second half with a right foot 
injury that required X-rays at 
halftime.

"He's wicked fast," Redskins 
coach Jim Zorn said.

Witherspoon, acquired in a 
trade with the St. Louis Rams 
on Tuesday, started at middle 
linebacker because of Omar 
Gaither's season-ending foot 

injury. The new guy returned 
an interception 9 yards for a 
touchdown and knocked the 
ball away from Campbell for 
a fumble that set up a field 
goal. Safety Quintin Mikell 

helped with both turnovers, 
blitzing to tip the pass that 
Witherspoon picked off, and 
recovering the fumble after 
Campbell was stripped.

HERALDBIG
SPRING

Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call Jonathan Hull at 
263-7331, Ext. 237. Email results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSports
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In Brief
IRVING— Three-time Pro 

Bowl linebacker DeMarcus 
Ware finally has his big con-
tract with the Dallas Cowboys. 
He just won't be getting paid 
as much as some of the elite 
quarterbacks he will be trying 
to sack.

After months of talks that 
intensified over the past two 
weeks, Ware agreed Monday 
to a $78 million, six-year deal 
through the 2015 season that 
guarantees him $40 million.

"I feel like I work really hard 
and am really deserving of 
what they've given me," Ware 

said. "All this is behind me 
now. It's time to get to work. 
You know what it's time to 
bring home. I'm not going to 
say what it is, we're just going 
to show you, and I'm going to 
show you."

Cowboys owner Jerry Jones 
called Ware a "cornerstone 
player" for the Cowboys (4-2), 
who have gone 12 seasons 
without winning a playoff 
game and longer than that 
since winning three Super 
Bowl championships in four 
seasons (1992-95).

The 27-year-old Ware, who 
was in the final season of 

the contract he signed after 
being the 11th overall pick in 
the 2005 draft, has 57½ sacks 
while starting all 70 of his 
regular-season games.

"Going into this negotia-
tion, how do you ask for too 
much money for DeMarcus 
Ware given what he's accom-
plished," said his agent, Pat 
Dye. "We were asking for a lot 
more money than we ended up 
settling on. ... Ultimately they 
convinced us they were not 
going to pay DeMarcus like 
an elite quarterback and cer-
tainly we understood that."

There were initial talks 

about a deal after last season, 
but Dye said contracts signed 
in August by quarterbacks Eli 
Manning (six years, $97 mil-
lion with $35 million guaran-
teed) and Philip Rivers (six 
years, $93 million with $38 
million guaranteed) provided 
"some kind of ceiling" and nar-
rowed the focus in negotia-
tions. Talks picked up during 
the Cowboys' bye week which 
preceded their 37-21 victory 
over Atlanta on Sunday.

"We're certainly not going to 
be a team that's going to step 
up and pay a defensive play-

Ware, Cowboys agree to extension
Associated Press

See WARE, page 14

Jackson, Eagles roll to win over Redskins
Associated Press

AP Photo / Manuel Balce Ceneta

Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver DeSean Jackson scores a 
touchdown during the second quarter against the Washington 
Redskins on Monday in Landover, Md.

See MNF, page 14

Bradford opts for surgery on shoulder; will enter draft 
NORMAN, Okla. (AP) — As 

his teammates gathered 
around him in a show of sup-
port, Heisman Trophy winner 
Sam Bradford described the 
unanimous advice it took for 
him to enter the NFL draft 
and end his college career at 
Oklahoma that was the fulfill-
ment of his childhood 

dreams.
"To make this decision and 

realize that I've probably 
played my last game at 
Oklahoma," Bradford said, 
taking pause at the thought, 
"it's really tough."

Bradford was raised by a 
former Sooners lineman just 
up the interstate in Oklahoma 
City and he considered the 

team a fitting substitute for 
the pro sports franchise, the 
state lacked. He signed with 
Oklahoma as an unheralded 
recruit, only to win the start-
ing quarterback's job as a red-
shirt freshman and then have 
his career take off as a sopho-
more.

He broke the school records 
with 4,720 yards passing and 

50 touchdowns en route to the 
Heisman Trophy and the BCS 
championship game a year 
ago, and it was a 24-14 loss to 
Florida in the title game that 
brought him back for another 
season for another shot.

He leaves Oklahoma, which 
has never produced a starting 
NFL quarterback, as perhaps 
the school's most notable pass-
er. Among his school records 
are the career marks for pass-
ing yardage and touchdowns.

"It's extremely tough consid-
ering that this is where I grew 
up, this is where I dreamed 
about playing. To put this in 
the past it's extremely tough," 
Bradford said.

"But I've been extremely 
blessed to be here. The past 
3½ years have been 3½ of the 
best years of my life. I wouldn't 
trade a day of it."

Teammates including fellow 
captains Gerald McCoy and 
Brody Eldridge, tight end 
Jermaine Gresham — who's 
also out for the season follow-
ing knee surgery — and start-
ers Chris Brown, Ryan Broyles 
and Trent Williams filed in 
behind Bradford as he spoke 
in the team's meeting room.

Dr. James Andrews will per-
form season-ending surgery 
on Bradford's right, throwing 
shoulder Wednesday in 

AP Photo / Chris Landsberger

Surrounded by his teammates, Sam Bradford addresses the media as he makes an official 
announcement on Monday in Norman, Okla. that he is having season ending shoulder surgery 
and plans to enter the NFL draft. Bradford holds school records in passing yards and TDs.

Associated Press

See BRADFORD, page 13

Big Spring to host 
swim invitational

The Big Spring High 
School Swim Invitational 
is scheduled for Friday 
and Saturday in Big 
Spring in  a contest of 
area district teams. 

	The meet, which is the 
Steers’ fourth of the year, 
is scheduled to begin at 9 
a.m.  

Lady Steers hope to 
clinch playoffs 
against Lake View

The Big Spring volley-
ball team faces a must-win 
match in its regular sea-
son finale tonight when it 
takes on San Angelo Lake 
View for a shot at the post-
season.

The Lady Steers (10-22, 
1-6) fell to Abilene Cooper 
on Oct. 20 in Steer Gym, 
missing a chance to 
clinch early. For the third 
straight season, the Lake 
View match holds major 
implications.

If Big Spring loses to the 
Maidens (9-25, 0-7) tonight, 
it will set up a play-in 
match between the two.

Tickets available for 
Jerry’s Youth Deer 
Hunt

Any youth ages 16 and 
under can buy a $10 tick-
et to enjoy Jerry’s Youth 
Deer Hunt on Saturday 
and Sunday. Proceeds 
from the hunt go to 
Cancer Crushes Relay for 
Life team. 

For more information, 
contact Beverly Grant at 
268-4952 or 264-1138.

Big Spring netters to 
face Snyder at home

The Big Spring high 
school tennis team will 
go for its second straight 
win this afternoon when 
it takes on the Snyder 
Tigers at 4 p.m.

The team squeaked by 
Plainview 10-9 on Oct. 17, 
winning seven of nine 
boys matches. 

This is the team’s last 
regular season matchup 
before regional play begins 
Friday in San Angelo.

Steers fall from AP 
top ten rankings

Following a 21-18 loss at 
Abilene Cooper on Friday, 
Big Spring fell out of the 
4A Texas high school AP 
top 10 rankings released 
Monday. 

The Steers did receive 10 
votes in the poll, ranking 
behind North Richland 
Hills and Denton Ryan 
outside the top 10.

Big Spring will take on 
Lakeview at Memorial 
Stadium. Kickoff is sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m.

UIL to decide grid 
title sites for all class-
es

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — 
State championship foot-
ball games will have pre-
determined sites in all 
Texas high school classi-
fications starting next 
year.

The University 
Interscholastic League’s 
Legislative Council voted 
Monday to have fixed 
sites in classes 1A 
through 4A. Class 5A 
games are in their third 
year of having fixed sites.

Below 5A, coaches still 
determine championship 
game sites either by 
mutual agreement or a 
coin flip, just as they do 
through each round of 
the playoffs.
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Announcements
PRESALE for Krispy Kreme 
Donuts on October 30th at the 
last Big Spring High Football 
Game. The price is $6.00 a 
dozen, all proceeds go to the 
Moss Elementary PTA. GO 
STEERS!

YOUNG COLLEGE Student/ 
Professional, seeks roommate 
for Quail Run Apartment. Bills 
around $300. month. email 
brainji06@hotmail.com

Help Wanted

BIG SPRING Country Club 
needs qualified cooks and 
salad preps. Apply in person, 
No phone calls. 

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:
* Crew Tech
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. No 
phone calls please.  Must have 
a valid TX drivers license and 
pass mandatory drug test.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Needed. Earn up to $150 per 
day. Undercover Shoppers 
Needed to Judge Retail & Din-
ing Establishments. Experi-
ence Not Required. Call Now 
1-800-565-8079.

Help Wanted
HEBBRONVILLE

LONE STAR RENTALS
Has a job opening for a reliable

MANAGER
* Preferably 3 yrs. or more of
Oil Field Experience

* Self motivated
* Dependable
* Good communication skills
*Needs to be able to work 
flexible hours

Benefits include:
*100% paid Health Insurance
(after 3 months)

* $10,000 Life Insurance (after
3 months)

* Bonus Program
Please contact office at 
(361)527-4800 for more infor-
mation.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NURSERY WORKER needed 
to keep children ages 3 and 
under at a church on Sunday 
mornings, Sunday evenings, 
and Wednesday evenings. 
E-mail resume to 
jeff@btcbigspring.org

NURSERY workers needed, 
10-12 hours per month. Must 
be 21 or older. College Baptist 
Church, 1105 Birdwell Lane. 
Pick up application at Church 
Office, Mon.-Fri., 8:00-12:00 or 
1:00-4:00. 

PIZZA INN 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

QUALITY CONTROL earn up 
to $15 per hour, Evaluate Re-
tail Stores. Training provided. 
Call 800-775-9738.

Help Wanted
WANTED AGILE Retired Per-
son with Mechanical Skills to 
Manage and Operate Local 
Car Wash. Please Call 
940-456-1082.

WANTED EXPERIENCED
wench truck, pump truck and 
vacuum truck drivers. At lease 
3 years experience, previous 
jobs will be contacted. Apply at 
1300 Hwy 350. No Phone Calls 
Please.

Instructional
PIANO LESSONS

Beginners through Advance. 
Years of teaching experience. 

2607 Rebecca.
Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
$165 NEW pillow Top Mattress 
set, Queen size, in plastic with 
Factory warranty. 
432-664-8980 
................................................. 
New 5pc Micro Fiber Living 
Room set with warranty. $555. 
432-664-8980

1978 PERRY camper, 30’ 
goose neck, very clean, 
432-894-3010.

BEAUTIFUL NEW Chenille 
Sofa only asking $655. 
432-664-8980  
.................................................. 
Pillow Top King Mattress set, 
has warranty, brand New in 
plastic, $245. 432-664-8980

CHERRY SLEIGH-BED solid 
wood still in box with mattress 
set, both new $395. 
432-644-8980  
.................................................. 
New Leather Sofa and Love 
seat, Factory warranty. $650. 
432-664-8980

FARM FRESH Eggs for Sale- 
Free Range Chickens $3.00 
per dozen (432)413-7696 or 
(432)413-4773.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

FRESH SHELLED pecans and 
Buffalo meat for sale. Call 
(432)263-8785 for more infor-
mation and pricing.

Want to Buy
WANTED-- 28L BUCYRUS 
CABLE TOOL, WATER WELL 
DRILLLING RIG. CALL 
1-575-347-2474.

Miscellaneous
$$ NEED CASH Fast $$
TopPrintCash.com 
$500, $1000, or $1500 direct to 
your acct No Credit History 
Required Get CASH now
or complete Details go to 
www.TopPrintCash.com

Miscellaneous
** DISH Network. $19.99/mo, 
Why Pay More For TV? 100+ 
Channels. FREE 4-Room In-
stall. FREE HD-DVR. Plus 
$600 Sign-up BONUS. Call 
Now! 1-877-256-5853.

**ADT, FREE Home Security 
Systems! ($850 Value) Pur-
chase Monitoring Services & 
$99 Activation. That It! PLUS 
Remote & Panic Alert FREE.
1-866-540-0865.

WANTED TO Lease: Office 
with a fenced storage area 
and/or storage building, in or 
out of city limits. Call 
(432)213-5029.

WARM OAK finish complete 
bedroom suite, still boxed! Mfg. 
Warr., call first, $580. 
806-438-0081...........................
COMPLETE BED, headboard, 
frame, pillow top mattress set, 
and nightstand $399. All pieces 
brand new!!! 806-438-0081.......

On the Farm
2009 SWEET HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
5x6 Round Bales

$50 per Bale
Lynn and Garza County

Weaver Farms
806-239-1942

FOR SALE JD 484, 4 row, 40 
inches. Good clean machine, 
also 75 Module tarps, Good 
condition, 432-894-3010.

Real Estate for Rent
$200/MO! 5 Bed, 3 bath, Fore-
closure! Or $19,900! Won’t 
Last! For Listings 
800-579-7991 ext. T790.

$286/MO! 5BD, 4 ba., Foreclo-
sure! Or $19,900! Won’t Last! 
5% down, 15 yrs. @ 8%! For 
Listings 800-579-7991 ext. 
T790.

1009 EAST 15th, 2 Bedroom, 
2 bath. Hardwood floors. Gas & 
water paid. $750 month, $700. 
deposit. Call 432-816-9381.

1308 BAYLOR: 3bdrm. 1bath, 
ch/a, 2 living areas. No pets, 
no smoking, no Hud. $700.00 
month plus $400.00 deposit, 
for more info call 
#432-270-3849.

1408 DONLEY- Clean 1 Bdrm, 
Furnished Apartment. Water & 
Gas Paid.  $375. month, $200. 
deposit. Sorry No Pets. Call 
(432)263-4922 or 213-2531.

1504 B Wood. 2 bdrm,  1 bath 
Duplex. All bills paid.  $600.00 
month, $500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)212-3646.

1700 SETTLES, 2 Bdrm, 1 
bath, CH/A. $650.00 month, 
$350.00 deposit. No HUD. Call 
(432)213-2857.

2411 MAIN 2 Bdrm, 1 bath, ga-
rage, fenced backyard, CH/A. 
$600.00 month, $300.00 de-
posit. No Pets. Call 
(432)816-1016.

Real Estate for Rent
3 BDRM on 1410 Robin @ 
$400.00 per month. Call Moren 
(432)267-7380.

All BILLS PAID
2 Bdrm, 1 bath 

Apartment 
with Cable 

$699/month
Call (432)263-1252

CLEAN ONE bedroom, Just 
Remodeled. Downtown. $400. 
monthly, $250. deposit. No 
pets. References Required. 
Call (432)213-2400.
NEW ONE bdrm. All electric, 
water paid. Refrigerator, stove, 
washer/dryer, Central Heat/Air. 
Great View. $600. month, 
$600. deposit. References. No 
pets, prefer non-smoking. Call 
(432)213-2450.

NEWLY REMODELED homes 
on Albrook for rent. 2bdr/1bath, 
$600.00, 3 bdr/1bath, $700.00 
please call from 9am-8pm at 
432-816-4453.

NICE 3 Bedroom, 2 bath brick 
on Calvin Street near School. 
Carport, CH/A, fenced yard, 
storage building. $600. Month, 
$500. deposit. References re-
quired. Call (432)213-0661.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 

1, 2 & 3 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking

No application fees
No credit checks
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee

!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

TLC PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

SPOOKTACULAR SAVINGS!
FREE RENT UNTIL 
!!!HALLOWEEN!!!

$100 SECURITY DEPOSIT
New Qualified Applicants Only! 
2 and 3 bedroom homes in Big 
Spring! Stop by 406 Runnels 
and pick up a List of Available 
Rentals or call (432)264-6337,
or visit our website: 
www.leasetlc.com

Real Estate for Sale
2713 CINDY- large updated 
kentwood home 3/3 w/covered 
parking, large workshop. 
$119,000.00 Seller pays 3% 
closing. Call (432)517-9101. 
No Owner Finance.

2807 APACHE Drive, 3/2/2 
Beautiful home on large, corner 
lot, newly updated kitchen & 
bathrooms, sprinkler system 
$116,000. Call (432)268-1840 
or (432)213-0381.

FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)270-8920 or 
Home Realtors.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com

Real Estate for Sale
KENTWOOD AREA Newly Re-
modeled  3  bedroom,  2  bath, 
2 living areas, lg. washroom, 
tile and wood flooring, large 
fenced backyard, 1800 sq. ft.. 
$87,000.00 Seller will help pay 
closing. Call (432)263-1436 or 
213-4915.

OWNER FINANCED! Easy 
Terms, no closing costs! 1307 
Mt. Vernon, 1411 Sycamore, 
603 Circle, 1904 Runnels and 
1104 Pickens. Call Lana at 
TruStar RE (432)264-8166.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

NEWLY RENOVATED 4004 
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call 
for info. 432-212-3646.

NICE ESTABLISHED neigh-
borhood- 1312 Sycamore, 3/2, 
fenced backyard w/garage. 
Nicely Landscaped. 
$59,500.00. Owner Financing 
or Cash.  Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE, $3,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 432-270-8920 or Home 
Realtors.

OWNER FINANCE- Colorado 
City- 2/1 on 1110 Austin. Has 
potential to be a 3/1. Brand 
New Roof. Low Down, Low 
Monthly. Call 325-277-4923.

PRICE-DROPS ON nice 
houses: Cecilia, $82,000.00, 
Duquoin $79,900.00, Edwards 
$87,00.00, Sycamore 2 houses 
for $55,00.00. Call Doris 
432-270-8920 or Home Real-
tors.

REMODELED 3 Bdrm, 1 bath, 
CH/A. Large yard. 2 Bdrm, 1 
bath, near school and 1 bdrm, 
1 bath. Call 432-264-7895.

RENT to OWN 510 East 13th., 
2 Bdrm, 1 bath. $3000 Down, 
$345 monthly for 15 years. Call 
(432)212-3646.

VERY NICE! 3 Bdrm, 1 bath, 
kitchen and bathroom updated. 
New carpet and floor covering. 
$49,500.00. 634 Settles. Call 
(432)816-4238 or 263-4005.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
FAST ECONOMICAL

Computer & Network Repairs. 
All makes and models. 

Most repairs within 24 hrs. 
Pick up & delivery locally. 

Call 325-374-8788 
for info today!!!

Vehicles
1987 IROC Camero, (Blue & 
Silver), 355 ci, 700R4 trans., 
$20,000. invested. Very nice 
$9,500. Firm. 1964 COR-
VETTE Convt. ZZ383, 425hp, 
6 spd., Richmond. $65,000.. 
1105 Marijo Ave. Call 
432-263-4714.

1998 PLYMOUTH Neon Ex-
presso (Silver). 82,978 miles, 
Great Condition. Sun roof, 2 
door with 5 speed. Must Sell. 
$3,000.00. OBO. Call 
(903)249-1681, (432)213-1745. 

2008 CHEVY Suburban SUV 
LT with  remote  start,  DVD 
entertainment system with re-
mote, (3) wireless headphones, 
leather seats, 35K. Must sell 
call (432)270-0627.

82 OLDS Cutlass Supreme. 
Grandma car, mi 74829 
strong, will consider reason-
able offer. Call (432)270-0741 
Donna.

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2007 Cadillac DTS 
Local One Owner 

17,000 Milies

2004 Yukon SLE
80,000 miles 

One Owner Miles

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

201052

$13,995$34,995

$34,995$21,995

2010 Camaro SS2
6.2 Liter, V-8, Leather Interior, Fully Loaded.

                 $41,995                   $39,995

2008 Sierra Denali
25,000 Miles

2007 GMC 2500 Duramax
Diesel 4X4

SLT Trim, Heated Seats, 
Loaded 80,000 Miles.

Reduced

(432) 263-1284 110 W. Marcy
Big Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

601 Edwards

BEAUTIFUL LOCATION! Lovely home surrounded by large 
shade trees, 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, WB fireplace, 2 dining 
areas, spacious rooms, lots of storage. 2 car garage, wonder-

ful backyard, masonry fence. 

Call Clovie Shannon @ (432) 935-2135 for an appointment today.

202359

SOLD

SOLD

FILLED
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

AC & HEATING

Johnson Heating Conditioning
Air & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating Units 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.00

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

DIRT WORK

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

20
04

11

J & W Sand,
Gravel and Dozer Service

432-213-5342
Experienced / References

Good Rates
Free Estimates!!!

Residential Work

200411 J & W sand.indd   1 7/16/09   8:15:10 AM

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install

Free Estimates

432-816-6282

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Alleys • Tilling
Hauling • Tree Trimming

Cleanout Storage Buildings
Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service
816-6150 - Cell

267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES 16624

16624 danny scoggin-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:10:37 PM

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT
R S

HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 

Remodel, Carpenter, Painting, 
Plumbing, Minor Electrical

Garage door repair.
We Do Kitchens & Baths

FREE ESTIMATES
816-3030 16

58
21

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

SALON

Chatterley's

20
15

61

Gracie Nuno
Licensed Cosmetologist

432-238-0345

Tonya Watson
Nail Tech

432-466-1230
Office

432-714-4858
907 Scurry St.

Big Spring, TX 79720

ROOFING
PALACIOS

ROOFING & HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Roofs, Room Additions,
Ceramic Tile, Fences, Painting

Insured & Bonded
Home Phone#

432-263-5430
Cell#

432-213-0363 34
39

8

ENGRAVING

20
04

05

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
Speedy

Construction
We Do It All!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical

AC, Roofs, New Additions
Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep

Phone: 432-816-3832
Cell: 432-816-3832

24
Hr.

Sr.
Disc.

CONCRETE

Quality Concrete
Commercial - Residential

Parking Lots • Curb & Gutter
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Building Pads • Etc...

Insured & Bonded
- FREE ESTIMATES -

432-816-6839 OR 432-263-5272

20
21

86

HOUSE LEVELING

AMERITEX
House Leveling

Pier & Beam, Brick & Slabs, Concrete Repair
Mold  Fungus Removal, Pressure Washing

Senior Citizens Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

325-716-9166
BIG SPRING                                                                  MIDLAND 20

08
13

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

20
09

39

Ron's Construction
Bath, Kitchen, Home Remodeling, 
Painting, Repairs, Tile, Drywall, 
Cabinets,  Countertops,  Storage 

Buildings, Patios. 

(432) 213-7686
Free Estimates

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds
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JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

REALTY

PRODUCTS

ROOFING

RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

Ventura-3-13-09.indd   1 3/13/09   9:16:29 AM

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

 TRUCK REPAIR

20
09

47

DJ Truck & Trailer Repair
3612 E. South Service Rd.

Big Spring, TX
AC and

Electrical
Small Trucks
Jerry Cannon

Shop# 432-264-1555
Dan Clark

Cell# 432-935-2152

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416
Christie Larson
432.213.4647
Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins

432.213.5454
Pat Rutledge

432.270.7706
Pat Hardison

432.270.8277

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

 SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof

Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
 Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835
 Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855 16
97

61

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

AVON
Buy or Sell

Call Tia Glasco
(432) 264-0163
(830) 203-0030

www.youravon.com/

The Aquarius moon 
brings us color and nov-
elty. This is not for the 
purpose of entertainment. 
Rather, it’s 
a ploy to 
expand your 
t h i n k i n g 
and influ-
e n c e s . 
A q u a r i u s 
energy is 
inclusive of 
many differ-
ent points 
of view and 
i d e a s . 

Sophistication of mind 
sometimes means giving 
equal credence to two 
opposing thoughts. 

ARIES (March 21-April 
19). Never one to shy away 
from a fight, you’re pop-
ping your knuckles and 
taking off your jacket -- at 
least metaphorically. 
That’s fine. But think first 
about what you want. Is 
this the best way to get 
it?

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20). A string must be nei-
ther too tight nor too loose 
to play in tune. Balance 
your personal tension lev-
els. There’s such a thing 
as too much self-disci-
pline, and right now you 

just may be pushing your-
self too hard.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Conflicts in far-away 
places will impact the 
hearts and minds of those 
close to home. You’ll 
appreciate that every per-
son in the human family 
is connected and really 
feel what that means 
today.

CANCER (June 22-July 
22). You secretly relate to 
a certain celebrity and 
are moved by the tri-
umphs and trials that he 
or she endures. Think 
about the qualities the 
two of you share. Realize 
that you are a star in your 
own right -- that’s why 
you can relate. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
It’s wise to seek outside 
advice sometimes, but 
right now you really know 
what you need to do. Stop 
stalling and get to work. 
You might have to forgo 
some tempting bit of fun 
in order to get down to 
business.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). A recent dream stirred 
up emotions, the origin of 
which is unclear. Maybe 
it is an unresolved issue 
that needs to be explored. 
If you write out your 
dream, you’ll start to 

understand its message.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

23). Transportation poses 
a fun challenge. How are 
you going to get from here 
to there? If your pocket-
book is adequate, be grate-
ful. Otherwise, exercise 
some creative thinking 
and call on friends.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). Hopefully you brought 
your cross-trainers to 
work, because you’ll be 
running nonstop -- so 
many things to do, all of 
them important. Pick 
three that edge out the 
others for starters.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). Something is 
happening to remind you 
of your true path. It might 
be an example of what 
you don’t want to do or be. 
Make an effort to hang 
out with people who are 
going where you’re 
going.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). Things will 
happen in twos today. 
There will be double takes 
on the way to work, dou-
ble shots at the coffee shop 
and you doubling up on 
your effort to meet a goal. 
The reward is double, 
too.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). Altering your 

style is a way of empower-
ing yourself. After all, it 
takes courage to take 
chances, and you have the 
confidence to pull it off. 
Your taste is impeccable. 
Savor the coming compli-
ments.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). A book you bought 
awhile back on a whim is 
now sitting on your book-
shelf like a forgotten 
plant. Take it down and 
crack it open. It has just 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for, and now 
you’re ready for the infor-
mation.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Oct. 27). You’ll make 
excellent financial deci-
sions. A combination of 
keen instinct and savvy 
planning improves the 
picture for you and your 
loved ones. A group of 
creative people welcomes 
your input in December. 
The new year inspires 
better health and fitness. 
March features wonder-
ful dates. June’s vacation 
is idyllic. Leo and 
Sagittarius people adore 
you. Lucky numbers are: 
7, 45, 1, 40 and 30.

DOES HE LOVE ME? I 
WANNA KNOW! 

A VIRGO man is practi-

cal when it comes to love 
and sometimes doesn’t 
even realize when he is 
starting to fall for some-
one. He knows he’s 
attracted when he begins 
thinking about the other 
person’s happiness and 
well-being and wants to 
contribute to it. He’s a 
man who understands 
how to care for, comfort 
and nurture others. He’s 
naturally inclined to give 
the specific help and 
attention that will allow 
his loved one to thrive. He 
enjoys striving to reach 
his own potential, and 
that involves being some-
one others can depend on. 
He wants to be a helpful, 
responsible member of 
his team. He is, at his very 
essence, a giver. That’s 
why this generous man 
must steer clear of high-
maintenance women who 
will take advantage of 
him. Needy and desperate 
types have no way of 
understanding a man of 
his character. To inspire 
strong, loving feelings in 
a Virgo man, be a person 
who appreciates all he is 
willing to contribute. A 
woman who is self-suffi-
cient will take each of his 
contributions as a won-
derful gift. Knowing the 

effort such gestures 
require, she will constant-
ly credit and compliment 
him. 

C E L E B R I T Y 
PROFILES: Her father is 
called the “Prince of 
Darkness,” which makes 
Kelly Osbourne an heir to 
the throne. But this fash-
ionable rock royal isn’t so 
quick to define herself. 
The singer, designer, 
media personality, actress 
and now author is an 
introspective Scorpio who 
confesses that she’s 
“Östill trying to work out 
who Kelly Osbourne isÖ” 
With Venus in Sagittarius, 
the exploration will last a 
lifetime.

If you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on the 
Holiday Mathis page, or 
you may send her a post-
card in the mail. To find 
out more about Holiday 
Mathis and read her past 
columns, visit the 
Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.
com.

COPYRIGHT 2009 
CREATORS.COM

Dear Annie: I have an 
elderly father with a 
bunch of serious medical 
problems. We’ve never 
had a close 
r e l a t i o n -
ship. I sus-
pect he 
could pass 
away soon, 
and I would 
like to have 
some mean-
ingful dia-
l o g u e s 
before that 
happens. I also have a ter-
rible secret I’d like to tell 
him before he dies. 

Dad and I have an awful 
relationship. He always 
yelled at me, and was 
extremely rude, boorish, 
critical, cranky, crabby, 
sarcastic and angry all 
the time, for no reason. 
He was like this to my 
mom and sister, too. 
Once, he threw me out of 
a slow-moving car. He 
was a heavy drinker. I’ve 
attempted suicide three 

times, and Dad refused to 
visit me in the hospital. 
I’m still angry about this. 

He no longer drinks 
heavily, but he still 
drinks, and I’m sure it 
interacts with all the 
medication he takes. 
Thank goodness he no 
longer drives. 

Since his health prob-
lems started, Dad has 
changed for the better, 
but we still never talk to 
each other. I’ve tried to 
have normal conversa-
tions with him, but it’s 
almost impossible. How 
do I begin to tell him my 
terrible secret? -- Scared 
Son in Sarasota, Fla.

Dear Scared Son: Since 
you and Dad have such a 
hard time communicat-
ing, it might help to bring 
in a third party to facili-
tate the initial conversa-
tion -- perhaps an under-
standing relative, mutual 
friend or clergyperson. 
You can always start by 
telling him you care 

about him and worry 
about his health. 
However, we have to won-
der why you are so des-
perate to tell him a “ter-
rible secret.” It doesn’t 
sound as if you seek his 
counsel on the matter, 
only that you are trying 
to unburden yourself at 
his expense. Examine 
your motives. If telling 
Dad will bring him some 
peace of mind and make 
your relationship better, 
go ahead. Otherwise, 
please discuss your secret 
with someone who can be 
of assistance or support.

Dear Annie: I am a 
17-year-old junior in high 
school and get invited to 
various parties. One girl, 
“Sarah,” likes to show 
R-rated, unrated or uncut 
movies. 

Annie, I am extremely 
uncomfortable watching 
the content of these mov-
ies and have told Sarah. I 
have no qualms about 
leaving the room when 

they’re playing. She finds 
nothing wrong with these 
films and says she’s doing 
me a favor by making me 
watch them. Annie, the 
synopses of some of these 
films make me physically 
ill. 

I now avoid Sarah’s par-
ties (and sometimes 
Sarah) so I won’t be pres-
sured. I refuse to lower 
my standards, but I am 
tired of Sarah jumping 
down my throat about it. 
Is there anything I can do 
to get her to respect my 
choices? -- Need 
Suggestions 

Dear Need: Every 
crowd has one person 
who enjoys tormenting 
those who are easily flus-
tered. Just because you 
are old enough to watch 
R-rated films doesn’t 
mean you have to. Instead 
of becoming upset with 
Sarah’s shenanigans, try 
being completely bored. 
Sigh and say, “Thanks 
for your interest in my 

education.” Smile. Walk 
away. She’ll tire of it 
eventually.

Dear Annie: I read 
“L.K.’s” response to 
“Baby Mama,” who wants 
to get pregnant. L.K. said 
having a baby at age 19 
limits any further educa-
tion. 

I was 19 when I became 
pregnant with my first 
child. It wasn’t planned, 
and I definitely didn’t 
want a permanent com-
mitment to the father. 
However, I made the best 
of a bad situation. 

I went on to finish col-
lege and now have a BA 
in education and a teach-
ing career. I do agree that 
it is irresponsible to want 
a baby just because her 
friends have one. And it’s 
true that finishing school 
was a struggle. I would 
not suggest it to anyone 
else that age. It does rob 
you of your youth. 
However, if she works 
hard, she can still have a 

good education and a 
career. -- Managed It

Dear Managed: Those 
who truly want an educa-
tion can achieve that 
goal, with or without a 
child. But we worry that 
young women like “Baby 
Mama” don’t see any fur-
ther into their future 
than nine months. 

Annie’s Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell 
and Marcy Sugar, long-
time editors of the Ann 
Landers column. Please 
e-mail your questions to 
anniesmailbox@com-
cast.net, or write to: 
Annie’s Mailbox, P.O. 
Box 118190, Chicago, IL 
60611. To find out more 
about Annie’s Mailbox, 
and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writ-
ers and cartoonists, visit 
the Creators Syndicate 
Web page at www.cre-
ators.com. 

COPYRIGHT 2009 
CREATORS.COM 

Holiday

Mathis

Kathy Mitchell
Marcy Sugar



Today is Tuesday, Oct. 27, 
the 300th day of 2009. There are 
65 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Oct. 27, 1787, the first of 
the Federalist Papers, a series 
of essays calling for ratifica-
tion of the U.S. Constitution, 
was published in New York.

On this date:
In 1795, the United States and 

Spain signed the Treaty of San 
Lorenzo (also known as 
“Pinckney’s Treaty”), which 
provided for free navigation of 
the Mississippi River.

In 1858, the 26th president of 
the United States, Theodore 
Roosevelt, was born in New 
York City.

In 1880, Theodore Roosevelt 
married his first wife, Alice 
Lee.

In 1904, the first rapid transit 
subway, the Interborough 
Rapid Transit (IRT), was inau-
gurated in New York City.

In 1907, Union Station in 
Washington, D.C., opened.

In 1922, the first annual cele-

bration of Navy Day took 
place.

In 1938, Du Pont announced a 
name for its new synthetic 
yarn: “nylon.”

In 1954, Walt Disney’s first 
television program, entitled 
“Disneyland” after the yet-to-
be completed theme park, pre-
miered on ABC.

In 1969, a 6.4 magnitude 
earthquake shook Banja Luka, 
Yugoslavia, killing some 20 
people.

In 1978, Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin 
were named winners of the 
Nobel Peace Prize for their 
progress toward achieving a 
Middle East accord.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress 
Nanette Fabray is 89. Baseball 
Hall-of-Famer and sportscaster 
Ralph Kiner is 87. Actress Ruby 
Dee is 85. Former Secretary of 
State Warren M. Christopher is 
84. Actor-comedian John Cleese 
is 70. Author Maxine Hong 
Kingston is 69. Country singer 
Lee Greenwood is 67. Producer-
director Ivan Reitman is 63. 
Country singer-musician Jack 
Daniels is 60. Rock musician 
Garry Tallent (Bruce 
Springsteen & the E Street 
Band) is 60. Author Fran 

Lebowitz is 59. Rock musician 
K.K. Downing (Judas Priest) is 
58. TV personality Jayne 
Kennedy is 58. Actor-director 
Roberto Benigni is 57. Actor 
Peter Firth is 56. Actor Robert 
Picardo is 56. World Golf Hall 
of Famer Patty Sheehan is 53. 
Singer Simon Le Bon (Duran 
Duran) is 51. Musician J.D. 
McFadden is 45. Rock musician 
Jason Finn (Presidents of the 
United States of America) is 42. 
Rock singer Scott Weiland is 
42. Actress Sheeri Rappaport is 
32. Violinist Vanessa-Mae is 31. 
Actress-singer Kelly Osbourne 
is 25.

Thought for Today: “If men 
were angels, no government 
would be necessary.” — 
President James Madison (1751-
1836).

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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Dear Business Owner:
The Big Spring Herald will host a Morning 
Coffee and Treat event to kick off “Hometown 
Christmas.” 

We all know that there are a number of wonder-
ful shopping choices available located just a few 
minutes  away from our front door. 

Every dollar spent in Howard County will bounce 
around in our local economy, helping everyone 
of us.

Come by the Big Spring Herald, 710 Scurry St., 
on Wednesday, Oct. 28 from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
to visit with our advertising representatives and 
pick up an advertising packet with great offers 
for the Holiday Season.

Let’s let our local community know the many 
choices available here in Big Spring. Let us help 
build your business and the whole community!

Sincerely, 
The Big Spring Herald

201309

The Big Spring Herald
is offering Fax & Copy Services

Fax $2.00 to send 1st page
Additional Pages $1.00 per page
Incoming Faxes $1.00 per page

Color Copies .50 per copy
Black and White .25 per copy

For More Information
CALL 432-263-7331202647

DIRECTV SAVE $26/MO FOR A YEAR!
PLUS:

PACKAGES

fro
m

$29.99

FREE 1-4 Room System

FREE Standard Installation 1-4 Rooms

FREE HD/DVR Receiver Upgrade!

FREE 3 MONTHS SHOWTIME & STARZ
with Choice XTRATM Package and Above

No start costs!  Local Installs!123456
ASK HOW!  CALL DIRECTSTARTV
Toll Free 1-800-214-7110

NOW
FREE

MOVIES!

202457

2907 Cactus

1007 Buena Vista 2311 Mishler

300 Washington

THE REAL ESTATE SHOP
263-(SOLD) 7653
(432) 213-2197
601 S. Main St.

Sue Bradbury
Broker-GRI-MLS

AUSTIN— Every football 
coach preaches the value of 
good special teams. For some, 
it's more than lip service.

When No. 3 Texas and No. 
13 Oklahoma State tee it 
up Saturday, the fun really 
starts when the kicks start 
flying.

The Longhorns have scored 
six special teams touch-
downs this season on blocked 
kicks, punt returns and kick-
off returns. Everyone from 
freshmen (D.J. Monroe has 
returned two kickoffs for 
scores) to seniors (Jordan 
Shipley has two punt returns 
for TDs) gets in on the act.

"Everybody wants to be on 
those teams," Shipley said.

The Cowboys have Perrish 
Cox, the Big 12's career lead-
er in kickoff return yardage, 
who has four career kick 
returns for touchdowns.

Since 2002, Texas (7-0, 4-0 
Big 12) has blocked 45 kicks, 
second only to Fresno State's 
48. The Longhorns have 
blocked three punts this sea-
son, returning two for scores, 
including the last touchdown 
of the first half in Texas' 41-7 
win last week over Missouri.

"Our kicking game is the 
best we've had," Texas coach 
Mack Brown said.

Brown puts his kick block-

ing teams in the hands of sec-
ondary coach Duane Akina, 
who recruits players from 
among the starters. Akina 
makes it a privilege to be 
on special teams, not just an 
extra burden.

That shows up in starting 
safety Earl Thomas being one 
of the best tacklers on kickoff 
coverage. The blocked punt 
against Missouri was by 
Malcolm Williams, who last 
week also got his first start at 
wide receiver.

Akina has even joked that 
he'd like to get quarterback 
Colt McCoy on some of his 
kick block teams. McCoy 
said he tried to sneak into 
a punt block meeting in the 
preseason.

"They kicked me out," 
McCoy said.

Brown loves seeing his 
starters so gung-ho about the 
kick team duties.

"When you see Earl Thomas 
is covering kickoffs, you 
know your team is commit-
ted to doing everything they 
need to do to win," Brown 
said.

It wasn't always that way.
Way back in 1999, Brown's 

second season in Austin, 
Texas lost its season opener 
after North Carolina blocked 
three punts. Brown vowed to 
make a change and get his 

best players and athletes on 
the field for kicks, blocks and 
coverage.

Oklahoma State (6-1, 3-0) 
will try to pin the Longhorns 
back with deep punts and 
kickoffs. Cowboys freshman 
punter Quinn Sharp ranks 
seventh in the nation with a 
45.3-yard average. On kick-
offs, Quinn leads the nation 
with 24 touchbacks.

If the Cowboys can keep 
Shipley or Monroe from 
ever leaving their end zone, 
they've already won the bat-
tle.

Brown said Monday the 
Longhorns are putting in 
extra work this year. The 
Longhorns spend 30 minutes 
of every practice working out 
the kick teams.

"Every day," Brown said. 
"Every phase."

Some of the units get nick-
names. The punt return team 
is the "Posse." Shipley had a 
game-changing punt return 
for a touchdown in the first 
half of Texas' 34-24 win over 
Texas Tech.

Against Colorado, Texas 
trailed 14-10 in the third 
before freshman Marquise 
Goodwin blocked a punt that 
Ben Wells picked up for the 
go-ahead touchdown. Shipley 
scored on another return in 
the fourth.

"It's a huge momentum 
swing," Shipley said. "There's 

nothing bigger than a punt 
block or a long return for a 

Birmingham, Ala. 
Bradford’s recovery is 
expected to take four to 
six months, with the 
NFL draft slightly less 
than six months away. 
Bradford said he’ll stick 
with his plan to enter 
his name in the draft in 
January as long as his 
rehab is going accord-
ing to plan.

He said he doesn’t 
know when he expects 
to get drafted.

“We’ll figure that out,” 
Bradford said.

Bradford said he will 
not hire an agent until 
after the season is over, 
so he can continue to 
travel with the team 
and remain involved. 
He intends to complete 
his degree in the spring, 
and is hopeful he can do 
so by taking online 
courses.

“I just know him per-
sonally, how hard this 
is for him to do this 
because I know deep 

down in his heart he 
wants to play,” coach 
Bob Stoops said. “But 
really for his future, 
immediate and long 
range, we are all the 
way fully supportive 
and want what’s best 
for him. And as hard as 
it is for him to do, this is 
the right path to take.”

Bradford was hurt just 
before halftime in the 
Sooners’ season-open-
ing loss to BYU and 
returned to play one full 
game before getting 
injured again in an Oct. 
17 loss against Texas. 
He accompanied the 
Sooners for their win at 
Kansas on Saturday, 
then announced his 

decision the following 
day.

“After talking to a lot 
of people and getting a 
lot of information, it 
seemed like this was 
kind of the unanimous 
decision that everyone 
came to,” Bradford 
said.

Bradford was project-
ed as high as the No. 1 
overall pick in this 
year’s NFL draft before 
deciding to return to 
school. He took out an 
insurance policy to pro-
tect his future earnings, 
but declined Monday to 
talk about the terms of 
it.

“Some people think 
money is everything, 

but to me money is not 
everything,” Bradford 
said. “To look at these 
guys and look at the 
relationships I’ve built 
and the experience that 
I’ve had here. Not many 

Continued from page 8
BRADFORD

Special teams doing special things for No. 3 Texas
Associated Press

AP photo / Jeff Roberson

Texas wide receiver Jordan Shipley steps into the end zone 
after catching an 8-yard pass for a touchdown during the 
first quarter against Missouri on Saturday in Columbia, Mo. 
Texas beat Missouri 41-7.

Texans heating up, look to extend winning streak to 3 vs. Buffalo
HOUSTON — Two good wins, tough-

er defense and the Houston Texans 
are 4-3.

They are still looking uphill at the 
undefeated Colts in their division. 
But with a trip to lowly Buffalo this 
week, the chance of winning three 
straight for just the second time in 
franchise history seems possible.

The Texans beat Cincinnati last 
week before jumping out to an early 
lead and holding on for a 24-21 win 
over the 49ers on Sunday.

The biggest reason for Houston’s 
recent success has been the stunning 
turnaround of the run defense. The 
Texans are allowing 48.5 yards rush-
ing a game in the last four after aver-
aging an NFL-worst 205 yards in the 
first three.

The rushing totals of Houston’s last 

four opponents each rank among the 
10 lowest in franchise history.

“It’s been very good for the past 
month,” coach Gary Kubiak said. “I 
think that’s going with the success of 
our team here in the past few weeks 
because our defense has stepped it 
up and played so well. We had a lot of 
ground to make up and hopefully we 
can keep going.”

Houston’s defense played its most 
dominant half on Sunday against the 
49ers, allowing 1 yard in the first quar-
ter and a first-half, franchise-low 50 
yards by halftime.

Despite that start, the Texans were 
disappointed they gave up three touch-
downs after Shaun Hill was benched 
for Alex Smith at halftime.

“We’re good, but we still strive to 
be great,” linebacker DeMeco Ryans 
said. “We’ve got to get consistent and 

play the entire game. We do have the 
potential to be great. We have the 
right guys and the right goals.”

Another key to Houston’s improve-
ment is the steady progress of quarter-
back Matt Schaub and 
Houston’s third-ranked 
passing game. Schaub 
has set a franchise record 
by throwing a career-
high 16 touchdown pass-
es this season. He had 
two touchdown throws 
on Sunday in his first 
game without an inter-
ception since Week 2.

“He was exception-
al the way he ran the 
team,” Kubiak said, add-
ing that Schaub avoided 
five sacks. “He made 
great decisions all day. 

He doesn’t turn the ball over. That’s 
the difference between us winning 
and losing. I thought it was as good as 
he had played and managed our team 
all year long.”

Associated Press



like a quarterback," 
said Stephen Jones, the 
team's vice president 
and owner's son. "We're 
not going to do that."

Still, Jones and Dye 
said the negotiations 
were never contentious.

"It's about getting what 
you deserve," Ware said. 
"I feel like I've gotten 
what I deserve in my 
situation."

Jerry Jones said he 
shook hands with Ware 
before Sunday's game, 
agreeing to the deal they 
finalized Monday. The 
two were seen talking 
and laughing as they 
walked together in the 
tunnel toward the lock-
er room after the game.

Ware has a unique 
blend of strength, agility 
and quickness, allowing 
him to make plays and 
be a dominating force 
all over the field. He 
has increased his sack 
total each season, from 
eight as a rookie to 11½ 
to 14 and then an NFL-
leading 20 last season.

Ware has four sacks 
in the past two games 
despite playing with a 
stress fracture in his 
left foot after being shut 
out the first four games 
this season.

"He probably can play 
with one leg, so it's not 
something that has to do 
with his ability," team-
mate Marcus Spears 
said Monday. "It's just 
having that mentality of 
having to overcome that 
and playing well. It just 
adds to his legend."

Ware is the fourth 
player in Cowboys his-
tory with three consecu-
tive 10-sack seasons. 
The last Dallas player 
with more than Ware in 
a single season was Hall 
of Fame defensive tack-

le Randy White with 16 
in 1978.

There was also Ware's 
NFL record-matching 
streak of 10 consecutive 
games with a sack (2007-
08), the longest in the 
NFL in 15 years.

Jerry Jones said 
Ware has accomplished 
far more than former 
coach Bill Parcells, who 
used to compare Ware 
to Lawrence Taylor, 
expected when he was 
drafted. The owner said 
Ware has really exceed-
ed everybody's expecta-
tions.

"He's a cornerstone 
player for this franchise 
and will be for a long 
time to come," Jones 
said. "It is something 
special that he's the type 
of person that if you're 
to spend the time that 
we all spend and the 
energy that we spend 
with the Cowboys, this 
is who you want to hang 
out with and who you 
want to be around."

The Cowboys drafted 
Ware from Troy instead 
of Shawne Merriman, 
who taken the next 
pick by San Diego when 
Dallas coach Wade 
Phillips was the defen-
sive coordinator there.

"I've been lucky to 
be around a lot of good 
ones. He's at the top of 
the class, and it doesn't 
take long to call the roll," 
said Phillips of Ware. 
"He's an all-around play-
er."

"I was around 
Merriman, he had 17 
sacks in 12 games. Of 
course, Reggie White 
and Bruce Smith were 
special. (Ware) is spe-
cial. He's a special guy 
in that way," the coach 
said. "He's got all the 
things it takes and he 
utilizes them and he 
works hard at it. He's 
only going to get bet-
ter."

Sports14 Big Spring Herald
Tuesday, October 27, 2009

Holiday Cookbook
Contest

Enter Your 
Favorite Family Recipe

In Our 10th Annual

Categories:
• Breads 

• Appetizers
• Desserts

• Vegetables
• Casseroles

• Entrees 
• Salads

RECipE EntRy DEADlinE:
Tuesday, November 6, 2009
Limit 3 recipes per person.

Winners will be published in the
cookbook on Sunday, Nov. 22, 2009.

HOW tO GEt yOUR EntRy tO US: 
Mail to: PO Box 1431, BS, TX 79721
Bring to: 710 Scurry, Big Spring
Fax to: (432) 264-7205 or 
Email to: advertising@bigspringherald.com

• Official Entry Form •
 ____yes!    Enter my reciepe(s) in the

 10th Annual Holiday Cookbook Contest. 

Name:_______________________________
  Address:_____________________________
  City: ________________________________ 

  State: _______________________________ 
  Zip:_________________________________

  Pone:_______________________________

Please type or print your recipe legibly
 and submit it with this form.
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ALL FOOD ENTRIES BECOME THE PROPERTY OF THE BIG SPRING HERALD,
 REMAINING FOOD PORTIONS WILL NOT BE RETURNED.

Finalist will be required to cook entry and drop off at the Big Spring Herald on the day 
of judging.

Winners will be notified that same evening and empty containers may be picked up the 
day after judging of the contest.

By Steve Becker

Phone: (432) 263-5517                                         1701 Lancaster
                                                               Big Spring, TX 79720

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider” 202502

www.kellynewtoninsurance.com

PASTURE, RANGELAND AND FORAGE
SALES CLOSING NOVEMBER 30TH

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated 
in any row, column or box. 

sudoku

WARE
Continued from page 8

Have an idea? Comment? 
Suggestion?

Contact 
the Herald 

at 263-7331 or 
sports@bigspringherald.com

"You can't expect to 
get a sack, cause a fum-
ble, turnover, intercep-
tion for touchdown — 
whatever," Witherspoon 
said. "It's like, 'What? 
Who in their right mind 
would think that in 
their first game?' But 
when it comes down to 
it, it happened."

Westbrook was hurt 
when his helmet collid-
ed with linebacker 
London Fletcher's right 
knee at the end of a 
5-yard run. The running 
back remained on the 
ground for several min-
utes before he was 
helped up and led off 
the field directly to the 
locker room.

"It looked bad," Mikell 
said. "Anytime a guy is 
just out like that and 
not responding, you 
don't know what's going 
on. We were praying."

Offensive consultant 

Lewis has been with 
the Redskins for only 
three weeks after being 
lured out of a retire-
ment consisting of bin-
go-calling and serving 
Meals on Wheels — and 
his first try at calling 
the plays proved as 
unsuccessful as when 
Zorn was handling the 
task.

Zorn was stripped of 
the duty by the front 
office after last week's 
loss to Kansas City, 
causing so much con-
sternation that the front 
office then felt the need 
to announce that Zorn 
won't be fired anytime 
soon.

It made no difference. 
The makeshift offensive 
line again failed to pro-
tect Campbell or create 
room for Clinton Portis, 
who rushed for only 43 
yards and at one point 
chucked his helmet on 
the sideline in frustra-
tion.

"Well, the result was 
the same. We got 17 

points," Zorn said. "It 
was difficult for me. It 
was difficult to stand 
and watch. The hard 
part is to keep your 
mouth shut."

Campbell finished 29 
for 43 for 284 yards and 
two touchdowns. He 
threw his seventh inter-
ception of the season, 
one more than he had all 
last season. Washington 

trailed 27-10 at halftime, 
and Campbell's consola-
tion touchdown pass to 
Fred Davis in the final 
two minutes was the 
only score of the second 
half.

"You have to take the 
bitter with the sweet," 
running back Rock 
Cartwright said. "And 
right now we're at a bit-
ter moment."

MNF
Continued from page 8


