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Chalk up another title for 
local golfers Charlie Garcia 
and Susie Hernandez.

Garcia claimed his third 
straight Big Spring City 
Championship over the week-
end, shooting a two-day total 
of 139. 

Garcia was four strokes 
better than his closest com-
petition — Justin Myers who 
posted a 143. Flea Martinez 
was third with a 145.

Meanwhile in the women’s 
division, a repeat champion-
ship performance was turned 
in by Susie Hernandez as 
well. Hernandez defended her 
title with a two-day total of 

150 — 20 strokes better than 
her closest competition.

The second flight, or Chad 
Campbell flight, was won by 
Blake Nichols, who won a 
playoff with Mike Mendoza. 
Both men shot 154.

In the Ben Crenshaw Flight, 
Josh Helmstetler claimed 
the top prize, shooting a 164. 
Helmstetler’s score was a 

stroke better than Dutch 
Barr’s 165.

The Lee Trevino Flight was 
won by Howard Bain, who 
won a three-way playoff over 
Tim Strain and James Tay-
lor. Each man shot 175.

Gary Burton won the Chi 
Chi Rodriguez Flight with 
a 183. Robert Jackman, who 
won the third flight in the 

2008 tournament, finished 
second with a 186. 

Finally, in the Senior, or By-
ron Nelson, Flight, Jim Roger 
dominated the competition 
with a 148 — 21 strokes better 
than his closest competition.

The shot of the tournament 
belongs to Shane Gressett, 

See CHAMPS, Page 3A

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Congressman Randy Neuge-
bauer will be in Big Spring 
Wednesday to discuss a num-
ber of issues that could effect 
the Crossroads area, includ-
ing the World Trade Organi-
zation’s recent intervention 
in the lawsuit between Brazil 
and the U.S.

Neugebauer, who will be at 
the Hall Center for the Arts 
on the Howard College cam-
pus from 3 p.m. until 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, said he’s happy 
to see the WTO scale back 
the recent $2.6 billion request 
for damages Brazil is waging 
against U.S. cotton producers, 
and is currently preparing to 
meet with U.S. trade repre-

sentatives on the matter.
“The WTO also denied Bra-

zil’s request to impose penal-
ties on U.S. services exports 
or suspend agreements on 
intellectual property rights 
agreements, limiting Brazil 
to $294 million in trade sanc-
tions against U.S. goods,” said 
Neugebauer. “While the WTO 
recognized that the United 

States repealed the Step 2 
program, the WTO should 
have also considered the ad-
ditional reforms made in the 
2008 Farm Bill for cotton and 
export credit programs.

“I do not believe Brazil 
should be allowed to take 
actions against the United 

See COFFEE, Page 3A

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

A Big Spring man convicted of 
murder in November 1998 had his 
17-½ year sentence affirmed by the 
11th District Court of Appeals last 
week.

Ramon Cisneros was convicted of 
the June 22, 1998, murder of James 
Milton Neely, 51, a local Vietnam 
veteran. According to testimony 
during the 1998 trial, Cisneros — 
along with his lifelong friend, Den-

nis Boswell — threw Neely from the 
U.S. Highway 87 overpass into the 
eastbound lane of Interstate High-
way 20, killing him.

Cisneros testified his girlfriend at 
the time — Jennifer Callaway of Big 
Spring, who later married the defen-
dant prior to the trial — had pointed 
Neely out to the pair at the truck 
stop located at the intersection of 
the two major highways, saying he 
had “hurt her” some two years earli-
er while she was working at a Gregg 

Street business.
Witnesses testified both Cisneros 

and Boswell left the truck stop — 
a Rip Griffins truck center at that 
time — in pursuit of Neely, who was 
walking south on Highway 87.

“I made Dennis let me out (of the 
vehicle),” Cisneros testified. “I 
chased after him.”

According to witnesses, Boswell 
repeatedly attempted to stop Cisne-

See AFFIRMED, Page 3A
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Howard County commissioners discuss the 2009-2010 tax rate during a meeting of the court Monday 
morning. The court agreed to move forward with a rate of 55.8656 cents per $100 valuation.

Murder sentence affirmed

Garcia, Hernandez repeat as city champs
Duo dominates the course at annual Big Spring city golf tournament

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Howard County commissioners agreed 
Monday to keep the 2009-2010 tax rate below 
the rollback rate, and if last-minute budget 
issues go their way, the rate could fall well 
below the effective rate of nearly 61 cents per 
$100 valuation.

The decision will be good news for county 
taxpayers, who are already looking at a 
considerable jump in their taxes compared 
to last year when higher mineral values 
enabled the court to set a 53.62 cent tax rate.

The court agreed to pursue a tax rate of 
55.8656 per $100 valuation during the meeting, 
and according to County Judge Mark Barr, 
as long as nothing “rips, rattles or tears” 
between now and Sept. 28, the commissioners 
court will set the new rate in stone.

See COUNTY, Page 3A

County eyes
new tax rate
Expected to be lower 
than effective rate, 
Judge Barr comments

U.S. Rep. Neugebauer to hold coffee here
What: Coffee 
forum with U.S. 
Rep. Randy 
Neugebauer.

Where: Howard 
College’s Hall 
Center for the 
Arts.

When: 3 p.m. Wednesday.
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STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON — Adam Lind helped 
power the Toronto Blue Jays to a big 
early lead with his first career grand 
slam. He then put the game finally 
out of reach after Texas cut an 11-run 
deficit to one.

Lind finished with a career-high 
eight RBIs after adding a solo homer 
and three-run double in a seven-run 
ninth for Toronto in a wild 18-10 over 
the slipping Rangers on Monday 
night.

“You know you have to outslug 
these guys. They came back tonight 
and showed why they’re in the hunt 
for the playoffs,” Lind said. “I hit it 
on the sweet spot on a couple of pitch-
es.”

Rod Barajas also homered twice and 
drove in five runs. He hit a three-run 
homer in a five-run first, a sacrifice 
fly in the third and led off the fifth 
with a 438-foot blast into the Toronto 
bullpen in left-center for an 11-0 lead.

And, when the Rangers started hit-
ting, it appeared that might not be 
enough.

“No lead is comfortable here. You 
have to produce,” said Barajas, who 
played in Texas from 2004-06. “Once 
we got to 11 runs, I was hoping it 
would be good. ... We were lucky to 
hang on.”

The Rangers pulled to 11-10 in the 
seventh on Chris Davis’ sacrifice fly 
to deep center, where Vernon Wells 
made a leaping catch on the warning 
track to keep another runner at first 
base. But they didn’t score again, 

coming up short of their largest come-
back in team history.

“We put ourselves in the position to 
make a push there at the end. You 
have to give credit, they piled on runs 
in the ninth,” Rangers third baseman 
Michael Young said. “We don’t really 
consider this to be a deflating loss.”

But the Rangers (72-58) wrapped up 
a losing August and dropped four 
games behind idle Boston in the AL 
wild-card race.

Lind’s slam made it 10-0 with no 
outs in the fourth and chased Rangers 
rookie left-hander Derek Holland 
(7-9).

The eight RBIs matched the most in 
the majors this year. They were also 
the most in the American League in 
two years, and the most by a Toronto 
player since Roy Howell had a team-

record nine 32 years ago.
Toronto set a season high for runs 

after being limited to 14 runs com-
bined the previous five games.

“We finally score some runs and 
can’t hold it,” manager Cito Caston 
said. “If you walk away losing this 
game, what a shame.”

Toronto led for good after Marco 
Scutaro had a leadoff single and 
Aaron Hill an RBI double within the 
first three pitches of the game by 
Holland, who had been 4-0 his last 
five starts at Rangers Ballpark.

“I was pitiful,” Holland said. 
“Definitely didn’t have command. I 
didn’t throw the ball where it needed 
to be thrown. ... I couldn’t establish 
any of my pitches.”

See RANGERS, Page 2B

Rangers flirt with major comeback in 18-11 loss

CHRIS DUNCAN
AP Sports Writer

COLLEGE STATION — Jerrod Johnson will 
be Texas A&M’s starting quarterback in 
Saturday’s opener against New Mexico because 
of the experience he gained last season.

He’ll have to find a new favorite target, 
though, because his top receiver from 2008 is 
now his full-time backup.

Ryan Tannehill led the Aggies with 55 catches 
for 844 yards in 2008. But the 6-foot-4 sophomore 

nearly took Johnson’s job in a 
tight competition during 
August practices. Coach Mike 
Sherman officially named 
Johnson the starter last week, 
only giving him the nod 
because he started 10 games in 
2008.

“Ryan knew going in that it 
would take a knockout punch 
to unseat a returning starter at 
that position,” Sherman said 

Monday at his first weekly news conference of 
the season. “Ryan competed very favorably and 
it was neck-and-neck until the end.

“There’s only winners in this, because we 
came out of it with two very good quarter-
backs.”

The Aggies have improved depth at receiver 
this season and Tannehill is listed only as the 
reserve quarterback on the two-deep roster. 
Tannehill said he may line up at receiver in 
certain situations, but has taken snaps only at 
quarterback in preseason drills.

Tannehill admitted he was disappointed when 
Sherman told him that he’d picked Johnson to 
start the opener.

“It’s definitely hard when you work so hard 
for something and you don’t get what you 
want,” said Tannehill, a former standout 

See A&M, Page 2B

Johnson
outduels
Tannehill
Former Steer odd man
out in A&M QB battle

AP photo/Sue Ogrocki

Texas A&M quarterback Jerrod Johnson, car-
ries the ball in an NCAA football game against 
Oklahoma State in Stillwater, Okla., Sept. 4, 
2008.

Tannehill

JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

IRVING — So much for the 
big boost on special teams the 
Dallas Cowboys were expecting 
from their rookie class, at least 
early this season.

Linebacker Jason Williams, 
the team’s top draft pick, sus-
tained a high ankle sprain and 
safety Michael Hamlin broke 
his arm in the preseason game 
against San Francisco on 
Saturday night. 

Coach Wade Phillips said 
Monday that both will be out at 
least the next four weeks, and 
possibly six weeks.

Williams and Hamlin were 
among the draft picks expected 
to bring youthful energy to spe-
cial teams, but that plan has 
been ruined with half of the 
12-man class getting hurt this 
preseason. 

Linebacker Brandon Williams 
already is out for the season 
because of a torn knee ligament 
and tackle Robert Brewster 
probably is, too, because of a 
torn pectoral muscle.

“It hurts us,” Phillips said. 
“We thought that these guys 
were going to come in, and it 
looked like they were, going to 
come in and help us on special 
teams. It won’t be the case for a 
little while for a couple of those 
guys and for Brandon Williams 
it won’t be at all.”

See COWBOYS, Page 2B

Cowboys
lose two
more rooks
Williams, Hamlin
make six Dallas
rookies injured

AP photo/LM Otero

Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo (9) reacts as running back 
Felix Jones scores in the first half of a NFL preseason game against 
the San Francisco 49ers Saturday.

JIM VERTUNO
AP Sports Writer

AUSTIN — While the 
NFL has its preseason, 
college football power-
houses like No. 2 Texas do 
their tuning up against 
teams that would seem to 
be little more than a speed 
bump on the road to chas-
ing a national title.

The Longhorns begin 
their season Saturday 
night against Louisiana-
Monroe, marking the 10th 
straight year Texas’ first 
game has been against a 
team from a non-Bowl 
Championship Series con-
ference. Seven of those 
came against Sun Belt 
Conference teams.

The results have been 
predicable. Texas has won 
those games by an aver-
age score of 49-6.

Few would expect other-
wise Saturday, consider-
ing the Longhorns have 
Heisman-trophy contend-
er Colt McCoy at quarter-
back and 15 returning 
starters from a team that 
went 12-1 last season.

The Warhawks? They 
went 4-8 a year ago and 
struggled in the Sun Belt.

Even so, the Longhorns 
promise there’s no chance 
of looking past Louisiana-
Monroe. Especially know-
ing the Warhawks went 
on the road to Alabama in 
2007 and rolled out with a 
21-14 win.

“They’re going to get 
after you, especially con-
sidering how some people 
perceive them,” said 
Texas linebacker-defen-
sive end Sergio Kindle.

See TEXAS, Page 2B

AP photo

Texas Head Coach Mack Brown looks on dur-
ing a Longhorns football practice in Austin Aug. 
19. Brown and the Longhorns open the season 
Saturday, hosting the University of Louisiana, 
Monroe. 

Blowout central: Texas
likes first-game romps
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Arnoldo ‘Chubby’ Abrego
Arnoldo “Chubby” Abrego, 47, of Big Spring died 

Monday, Aug. 31, 2009, at Midland Memorial 
Hospital.  Funeral services will be held at 3 p.m. 
Wednesday at First Baptist Church with the Rev. 
Jim Binnix, pastor of Midway Baptist Church, offi-

ciating. Burial will be at Trinity 
Memorial Park. The family will 
receive friends from 6 p.m. until 8 
p.m. Tuesday at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.

He was born March 6, 1962, in Big 
Spring to Laura and Timothy 
Abrego. Arnoldo married JoAnn 
Castillo Jan. 24, 1986, in Big Spring. 
He worked as a Southside Operator 
at Alon Refinery. He was a lifetime 

resident of Howard County and was a member of 
Midway Baptist Church. Arnoldo was an avid 
Coahoma Bulldog and Dallas Cowboy fan and loved 
his Harley motorcycle.

He is survived by his wife, JoAnn Abrego of Big 
Spring; two sons, Adrian Abrego and Guadalupe 
Abrego, both of Big Spring; mother, Laura Abrego 
of Big Spring; one brother, Alonzo Abrego and wife, 
Yolanda, of Lubbock; one sister, Linda Rodriguez 
and husband, Luis, of San Antonio; a niece, Amy 
Abrego of Big Spring; mother-in-law, Paula Heredia 
of Big Spring; father-in-law, Guadalupe Castillo of 
Big Spring; three brothers-in-law, Eddie Castillo 
and wife, Rosemary, and Raul Castillo and wife, 
Cheryl, all of Big Spring, and Milton Castillo and 
wife, Belinda, of Midland; one sister-in-law, Amy 
Hagens and husband, Kenneth, of Big Spring; 
twelve other nieces and nephews; two great neph-
ews; and his special pet and companion, Harley 
Jarrett Abrego.

Pallbearers will be his brothers in Christ forever, 
Gene Piercefield, Greg Parrish, Delloyd Hooser, 
Adrian Hernandez, Don Adams and Doug Tatum.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home & Chapel. Pay your respects online at www.
myersandsmith.com

Marvin Tate
Marvin Tate, 76, of Big Spring died Monday, Aug. 

31, 2009, at his residence. His services are pending 
with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Big Spring.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• CHELSEA LEE RICHARDSON, 26, of 1425 E. 
Sixth St. Apt. 106, was arrested Monday on a charge 
of possession of a dangerous drug.

• BRINDL NIKKOLE FOUST, 30, 2511 Chanute, 
was arrested Monday on a charge of criminal tres-
pass.

• THEFT was reported in the 1100 block of 
Lamesa.

• POSSESSION OF A DANGEROUS DRUG was 
reported in the 3900 block of Connally.

• CRIMINAL TRESPASS was reported in the 200 
block of FM 700.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 100 
block of 18th Street.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported:
in the 1900 block of Highway 87.
in the 2500 block of Fairchild.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 77 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• BRINDL FOUST, 30, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
criminal trespass.

• CHELSEA LEE HOLMES, 26, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges of 
animal at large, failure to appear, failure to main-
tain financial responsibility and possession of a 
dangerous drug.

• RAYMOND ANTHONY VARGAS, 21, was arrest-
ed Tuesday by the HCSO on a probation violation 
for possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• MORGAN LEE WATSON, 46, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges of 
failure to maintain financial responsibility, viola-
tion of a promise to appear (two counts), expired 
driver’s license and a local warrant.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of N. 
Johnson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of 
Armstrong. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2300 block of 
Gateville. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of 
Stadium. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of 
Princeton. One person was transported to SMMC.

Results of the Texas 
Two Step drawing 
Monday night:

Winning numbers 
drawn: 8 - 17 - 24 - 34. 
Bonus Ball: 7.

Number matching 
four of four, plus Bonus 
Ball: 1.

Results of the Cash 5 
drawing Monday night:

Winning numbers 

drawn: 1 - 5 - 6 - 13 – 23.

The winning Daily 4 
numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas 
Lottery, in order: 2 - 9 - 9 
- 0. Sum It Up: 20.

The winning Pick 3 
numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas 
Lottery, in order: 9 - 5 - 2. 
Sum It Up: 16.

TODAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the 

First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels 
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are 
welcome. For more information, contact Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599.

• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St. Tuesday, Jan. 6, Teen Chaqllenge will 
be held at The Path. They will present a Rally for 
Jesus.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. 
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 
more information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 

p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

• DAV Chapter 47 will sponsor the third annual 
9/11 Memorial at the Mall at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 
11 in front of the yellow ribbons at the Big Spring 
Mall. For more information, call Mike Tarpley, 
DAV junior vice commander at (432) 556-2227.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to promote 
and support quality volunteers who speak for the 
best interest of abused and neglect children in court 
in an effort to find each child a safe, nurturing and 
permanent home.  CASA currently has 10 active 
volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of Howard 
County in foster care. A class is forming in How-
ard County and 20 volunteers are needed. For more 
information on becoming a CASA volunteer, please 
contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

• West Texas Opportunities Inc., through a Job Ac-
cess Reverse Commute project with the Texas De-
partment of Transportation offers transportation 
to employment in Midland, on a limited schedule, 
Monday through Friday each week. This fixed route 
currently leaves Big Spring at 7 a.m. and makes a 
stop at the EZ Rider bus connection in downtown 
Midland. The route leaves Midland for the return 
to Big spring at 4:15 p.m. As a promotional intro-
duction, no fare is charged. Beginning April 1, the 
daily fare will be from $3 to $8, round-trip, depend-
ing on the number of passengers using the service. 
For more information, call Victor Enriquez, JARC 
coordinator, at West Texas Opportunities, (800) 245-
9028.

• The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded 
West Texas Opportunities Inc. $130,000 through the 
Texas Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment 
fund. WTO will assist current and former military 
personnel serving in Iraq or Afghanistan and their 
families. Funding will serve Howard, Martin, An-
drews, Borden, Dawson, Ector, Fisher, Gaines, 
Glasscock, Midland, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry and 
Upton counties. For more information, contact Di-
ana Martinez or Debbie Wilson at 110 Johnson in 
Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.

• HATS (Hope After The Sadness), an American 
Cancer Society Resource Room is available at First 
Methodist Church. This center provides informa-
tion and valuable resources for those affected by 
cancer. This HATS ministry, established in memo-
ry of the late Rev. Dr Shane Brue, maintains a room 
with free hats, wigs and head coverings available 
for check-out by those dealing with hair loss due to 
cancer treatment. Other services and resources are 
also available. Contact the “Hat Lady,” Marci Lyk-
ken at 267-2915.

• Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming a 
Compass Hospice volunteer. Help those at the end 
of life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s 
life. Call 263-5999 to begin your journey.

Come See The New Face Of

Barcelona Apartments
• 1 Bedroom • 2 Bedroom

Owned & Operated By
Chuck Rosenbaum, CDR Investments, Inc.

263-1252 • 538 Westover

200748
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Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed

9/2

96/67
Mainly
sunny. Hot.
High 96F.
Winds S at
10 to 15
mph.

Sunrise:
7:22 AM

Sunset:
8:09 PM

Thu

9/3

97/68
Mix of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
upper 90s
and lows in
the upper
60s.

Sunrise:
7:23 AM

Sunset:
8:07 PM

Fri

9/4

92/68
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
low 90s and
lows in the
upper 60s.

Sunrise:
7:23 AM

Sunset:
8:06 PM

Sat

9/5

90/69
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
low 90s and
lows in the
upper 60s.

Sunrise:
7:24 AM

Sunset:
8:05 PM

Sun

9/6

92/69
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
low 90s and
lows in the
upper 60s.

Sunrise:
7:24 AM

Sunset:
8:03 PM

Brownsville
94/72

Houston

95/69

Austin
98/70

Dallas
93/70

El Paso
95/70

Amarillo
90/63

San Antonio
100/73

Big Spring

96/67

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 97 71 sunny Kingsville 98 74 pt sunny
Amarillo 90 63 mst sunny Livingston 94 65 sunny
Austin 98 70 sunny Longview 88 67 mst sunny
Beaumont 91 67 sunny Lubbock 96 66 mst sunny
Brownsville 94 72 t-storm Lufkin 92 65 sunny
Brownwood 97 70 sunny Midland 95 69 sunny
Corpus Christi 96 75 pt sunny Raymondville 95 72 t-storm
Corsicana 93 68 mst sunny Rosenberg 95 68 sunny
Dallas 93 70 mst sunny San Antonio 100 73 mst sunny
Del Rio 96 76 mst sunny San Marcos 99 71 sunny
El Paso 95 70 mst sunny Sulphur Springs 87 67 mst sunny
Fort Stockton 93 68 sunny Sweetwater 96 69 sunny
Gainesville 92 69 mst sunny Tyler 88 66 mst sunny
Greenville 89 66 mst sunny Weatherford 95 69 mst sunny
Houston 95 69 sunny Wichita Falls 98 69 mst sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 80 60 pt sunny Minneapolis 76 56 sunny
Boston 76 57 sunny New York 77 61 sunny
Chicago 73 53 sunny Phoenix 102 82 t-storm
Dallas 93 70 mst sunny San Francisco 81 58 pt sunny
Denver 84 56 mst sunny Seattle 77 59 pt sunny
Houston 95 69 sunny St. Louis 80 59 sunny
Los Angeles 90 68 sunny Washington, DC 79 62 mst sunny
Miami 91 78 t-storm

Moon Phases

First
Aug 27

Full
Sep 4

Last
Sep 12

New
Sep 18

UV Index

Wed

9/2
10

Very High

Thu

9/3
10

Very High

Fri

9/4
10

Very High

Sat

9/5
8

Very High

Sun

9/6
9

Very High

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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An inning before 
Wells’ nifty catch, Texas 
stranded two runners 
when Marlon Byrd had 
an inning-ending deep 
flyball to center after 
RBI singles by Ian 
Kinsler and Josh 
Hamilton.

Brett Cecil (6-3) barely 
made it through the five 
innings needed for the 
victory. After four score-
less innings, Toronto’s 
rookie left-hander gave 
up seven runs and took 
a Hamilton liner off his 
left hip before finally 
getting the final out of 
the fifth.

Kinsler had a two-run 
triple before Nelson 
Cruz hit a three-run 
homer that made it 11-7. 
In between, Michael 
Young had a sacrifice 

fly and Hamilton got an 
infield single with the 
hard shot off Cecil.

After Gaston and a 
trainer checked on him, 
Cecil struggled through 
the rest of the inning 
before finally striking 
out David Murphy, the 
10th batter in the frame, 
for the final out.

Young extended his 
majors-best hitting 
streak to 18 games over-
all with a single in the 
fourth, matching a 
Rangers record with a 
hit in his 23rd consecu-
tive home game.

The 16 homers by 
Barajas, who has six of 
them his last 10 games, 
are his most since a 
career-best 21 in 2005 
while playing for the 
Rangers.

NOTES: The only 
other player in the 
majors with eight RBIs 
this season was 
Washington’s Josh 
Willingham at 
Milwaukee on July 27. 
The last AL player with 
at least eight RBIs was 
Garret Anderson of the 
Los Angeles Angels with 
10 in a game two years 
ago. ... The largest defi-
cit Texas has overcome 
to win was 10 runs. The 
Rangers trailed Detroit 
14-4 on May 8, 2004, 
before rallying to win 
16-15. ... Texas was 14-15 
in August. ... It was 
Barajas’ seventh career 
multihomer game. His 
only other one this sea-
son was also against the 
Rangers, in Toronto on 
April 22. Lind had his 
second multihomer 
game, both this season 
in Arlington. The other 
was June 8. ... Young 
matched Ivan 
Rodriguez’s 23-game 
home hitting streak set 
in 1995.

Sports2B Big Spring Herald
Tuesday, September 1, 2009

I-20 & Hwy. 87                      Big Spring, TX 79720201880

$2.00 Off
Any Buffet

Exp. 8/31/2009

It’s Not Homestyle If You Can’t Get Seconds
Mon.-Tues.-Wed.

Senior Buffet Pricing
Breakfast

Lunch &
Dinner

$6.15
$6.49

By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is 
repeated in any row, column or box. 

sudoku

A&M
Continued from Page 1B

quarterback at Big Spring High School. “At the 
same time, in life, things happen that way. You just 
have to be able to accept it and move on and just do 
the best you can every day.”

Johnson completed 59.5 percent of his passes in 
2008, but also threw 10 interceptions and ranked 
ninth in the Big 12 in pass efficiency.

Sherman partially blamed himself for the times 

Johnson struggled, admitting that he threw too 
much of the complicated playbook at Johnson 
before he was ready to handle it. After a full season 
and a productive spring, Sherman expects Johnson 
to cut down his turnovers and make better, quicker 
decisions this year.

“Every once in a while, I’ll have to remind him of 
it,” Sherman said. “Sometimes, he’ll hang on to a 
receiver downfield, he likes to throw the ball deep. 
He may lock onto somebody. But as far as how he’s 
playing the game and how he’s pushing the offense 
forward, I feel very comfortable with him.”

Johnson said he feels more confident in the role 
than he was at this time last year, when he was 
backing up senior Stephen McGee. Sherman says 
he’s simplified the terminology in the playbook 
and Johnson says he has a better grasp of it.

“I feel like I have a lot more control of what’s 
going on,” Johnson said. “I feel like I’m in a better 
rhythm. I like the stuff we’re doing. It’s more suit-
ed to my strengths. I understand the scheme a lot 
better than I did last year.”

Sophomore Jeff Fuller, who led the Aggies with 
nine touchdown catches in 2008, said Johnson 

showed how much progress he’s made when he 
taught the offense to the younger receivers.

Fuller watched the quarterback competition 
closely and said the Aggies believe either one is 
capable of leading the team.

“I felt like it was a win-win situation, whichever 
way they went,” Fuller said. “They’re both really 
good players.”

If Tannehill gets antsy sending in hand signals 
from the sideline, he can draw hope from last 
year’s game against the Lobos in Albuquerque.

McGee beat out Johnson for the starting job last 
August, then sprained his throwing shoulder on 
A&M’s opening series. Johnson replaced him, 
threw three touchdown passes in the Aggies’ 28-22 
victory and never relinquished the starting job 
again.

“You have to try to take a positive outlook on 
everything and always be ready,” Tannehill said. 
“You just have to be prepared no matter what. 
Jerrod may not go down or miss a play throughout 
the whole season. Or he may come out on the first 
play. You never know. That’s just the game of foot-
ball.”

COWBOYS
Continued from Page 1B

The other wounded draftees are 
quarterback Stephen McGee, who 
missed the last game and will miss 
the preseason finale because of a 
sprained knee, and linebacker 
Stephen Hodge, who is trying to con-
trol swelling on a knee. Phillips said 
Hodge may be able to practice this 
week.

The mounting injuries are more 
bad news for a draft class that was in 
the team’s practice facility when it 
collapsed in May. None of them was 
seriously hurt, but there were 12 inju-
ries, including a team scouting assis-
tant who was paralyzed from the 
waist down and special teams coach 
Joe DeCamillis, who sustained a bro-

ken neck.
Jason Williams, Brewster, and 

McGee were the top three picks. 
Brandon Williams also was taken in 
the fourth round and Hamlin in the 
fifth. The only healthy players among 
Dallas’ top seven picks are linebacker 
Victor Butler and cornerback 
DeAngelo Smith.

Soon, coaches will have to decide 
which injured players still deserve 
roster spots. The Cowboys have 76 
players after cutting tackle Andre 
Douglas on Monday and must be 
down to 53 by Saturday.

Phillips said he’s willing to keep 
Jason Williams and Hamlin and wait 
for them to get healthy. Dallas also is 
planning to carry two kickers: rookie 
David Buehler for kickoffs, Nick Folk 
for field goals. In the give-and-take 
world of roster juggling, that means 
the ranks will have be thinned at 
other positions. Dallas could decide 

it’s too much of a luxury keeping 
McGee as the third quarterback 
behind Tony Romo and Jon Kitna.

“We look at all the factors,” Phillips 
said. “There’s always competition at 
all the backup positions.”

Phillips said most starters will play 
little, if at all in the preseason finale 
Friday night at Minnesota. Receiver 
Roy Williams (ankle) is expected to 
practice this week but was deemed 
“unlikely” for the game; receiver Sam 
Hurd (thigh) probably won’t play 
against the Vikings, either. Defensive 
back Alan Ball is recovering from a 
concussion and will be held out, too.

Instead, this game will primarily 
will be the final audition for players 
trying to claim those precious last 
few roster spots.

“We know what Marion Barber’s 
going to do, what Felix Jones and 
Romo and those guys are going to do, 
but it’s unknown whether some of the 

other guys can help that group or 
not,” Phillips said. “So we’ll see what 
they do. It’ll be a good challenge for 
them.”

Phillips sure made it sound like his 
starters are done with considering 
the way he reviewed the performance 
of his first-teamers for their body of 
work this preseason. Although Dallas 
is 1-2, Romo and the first-string 
offense have produced more than 450 
yards and the defense has been pretty 
stingy.

“We’d like to have scored a few 
more times with all the yardage we’ve 
made offensively and defensively 
we’d like to have shut them out. But I 
think they’ve progressed well in the 
preseason against what you have to 
measure, which is the other team and 
how much they’re doing,” Phillips 
said. “We’re not there yet, but I feel 
good about our first group.”

TEXAS
Continued from Page 1B

Texas coach Mack Brown was fight-
ing hard Monday against the percep-
tion that the Longhorns expect a 
romp.

No sooner was he finished talking 
about Louisiana-Monroe’s best play-
ers and the Warhawks’ team speed, 
then the first question in his weekly 
news conference was: In a blowout, 
what are his plans for when to pull 
the starting offense and will he let the 
second-team keep running the wide-
open attack?

Later, he was dodging questions 
about when he’d pull McCoy for back-
up quarterback Garrett Gilbert, a 
freshman. Exasperated, Brown said 
he plans to play Gilbert at some point 
this season.

He shouldn’t be too surprised con-
sidering the recent history. The run 
of blowouts would be even worse if 
not for a 21-13 win over Arkansas 
State in 2007.

Many Texas players remember that 
game and how, if not for a botched 
onside kick, Arkansas State would 
have had the ball in the closing 
moments with a chance to force over-
time.

Even McCoy was sloppy in that one, 

throwing two interceptions and hav-
ing three others dropped by defend-
ers.

Texas is hardly the only major pro-
gram that has scheduled an opener 
that’s expected to be an easy win. 
Top-ranked Florida begins its nation-
al title defense Saturday against 
Charleston Southern.

But in an era when strength-of-
schedule matters in the BCS, Big 12 
rival No. 3 Oklahoma plays No. 20 
BYU on Saturday at the Dallas 
Cowboys’ new stadium. And No. 9 
Oklahoma State is hosting No. 13 
Georgia in the marquee game of the 
weekend.

The last time Texas faced a school 

from a BCS conference in the first 
game was 1999, Brown’s second sea-
son. Unranked North Carolina State 
blocked three punts and beat No. 17 
Texas 23-20.

Since then, it’s been mostly Texas 
routs by scores like 66-7, 65-0 and 
60-3.

In 2005, Texas opened with a 60-3 
win over Louisiana-Lafayette to start 
a 13-0 season that ended with a nation-
al championship. The very next week, 
Texas went up to Ohio State and won 
the biggest intersectional game of the 
season.

There’s no Ohio State-caliber oppo-
nent in the non-conference schedule 
this season. 
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ros, asking him several 
times, “Do you want to 
go back,” referring to 
the fact Cisneros had 
been to prison in the 
past and could be sent 
back if he harmed 
Neely.

Cisneros testified he 
caught up to Neely, 
throwing his hands up 
in the air, a gesture he 
said Neely returned. 
“I threw my hands up 
and yelled,” he told the 
jury. “He (Neely) threw 
his hands up and yelled, 
too. I took that as compe-
tition and chased him.”

According to law en-
forcement officials, 
Neely was known for er-
ratic behavior, possibly 
due to mental illness. It 
was unclear at the time 
of his death if Neely was 
homeless.

With the Army vet-
eran mimicking his ac-
tions, Cisneros said the 
two squared off on the 
bridge.

“I had already made 
a butt of myself, going 
out there on the bridge. 
I wasn’t going to back 
down after I had already 
called him out,” Cisne-
ros told the jury. “The 
third time (we squared 
off) I just said, ‘What the 
hell.’”

Cisneros claimed he 
never saw how Neely 
was thrown from the 
bridge, testifying only 
that Boswell had freed 
him from the war veter-
an’s grasp, leaving him 
gasping on the ground. 
However, according to 
a letter introduced into 
evidence, Cisneros had 
told his wife his friend 
had “clothes lined” Nee-
ly, sending him plum-
meting to his death.

Boswell, who pleaded 
guilty prior to the jury’s 

decision — part of a 
plea bargain with the 
District Attorney’s Of-
fice that netted the lo-
cal man a lesser charge 
of manslaughter and a 
sentence of 10 years in 
prison — has since been 
paroled, according to lo-
cal law enforcement of-
ficials.

Cisneros, who had 
already twice violated 
his parole and was on 
parole at the time of 
Neely’s murder, had his 
charges enhanced dur-
ing the trial, turning a 
would-be minimum sen-
tence of 5 years in pris-
on to 15 years. Accord-
ing to police records, he 
had been convicted in 
the past of burglary and 
forgery, and was on pa-
role for both charges at 
the time of Neely’s mur-
der. 

According to members 
of the jury, the enhanced 
sentence caused at least 
one member of the jury 
to hold out, forcing the 
court to wait several 
hours for a decision.

According to court of-
ficials at the time of Cis-
nero’s conviction, the 
Big Spring man would 
have to serve at least 
half of his sentence — 
approximately 8 years 
and nine months — be-
fore being eligible for 
parole, which would 
have been the end of 
2006.

Court officials, includ-
ing those with the Court 
of Appeals, declined to 
comment on why Cisne-
ros is still in prison, say-
ing only the Big Spring 
man’s fate is currently 
up to the prison’s parole 
board.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com
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ANNOUNCING
TOURS  DEPARTING

-- BIG SPRING & ABILENE --

3262 South 27th Street
Abilene, Texas 79605

325-692-1308 * 1-888-692-1308
www.bilbreytours.com 200866

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta
October 2 - 5, 2009

Departing Big Spring and Abilene

Colors of the Northeast
Niagara Falls Foliage Tour

October 6 - 18, 2009
Departing Big Spring and Abilene

Washington, DC
October 20 - 39, 2009

Departing Big Spring and Abilene

Branson Christmas
November 16 - 21, 2009

Departing Big Spring and Abilene

Nashville Opryland Christmas
November 24 - 29, 2009

Departing Abilene

Panama Canal Cruise
February 17 - 28, 2010 (Fly)

Departing Abilene

Azaleas and Dogwoods 
Tyler and Palestine
March 23 - 25, 2010

Departing Big Spring and Abilene

Georgia’s Southern Charm
April 6 - 16, 2010

Departing Big Spring and Abilene

SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

www.swa1pc.com 
  mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441 • 432.267.8190 fax
mm@swaq1pc.com  email

7265

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 9-3-09

267-8226       1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 20 Years

HEALTH SMART • UNITED HEALTHCARE • PRONET
CHAMPUS • BCBS • AETNA • HUMANA • BEECH STREET

PPO PROVIDER FOR:

ACCEpTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital

& Odessa
Morning Appointments Now Available!!

200738

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/09
178311

 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Arnoldo "Chubby" 
Abrego, 47, died Monday.  
Funeral Services will be 
at 3 p.m. Wednesday at 
First Baptist Church 
with burial at Trinity 
Memorial Park. The fam-
ily will receive friends 
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
Tuesday at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

COFFEE
Continued from Page 1A

States based on a cotton 
program and a cotton 
market situation that are 
both significantly differ-
ent today than when this 
case started. Since this 
case started, U.S. cotton 
production has 
decreased, but Brazil, 
China and India have all 
increased their cotton 
production. Given this 
ruling, I look forward to 
meeting with United 
S t a t e s  T r a d e 
Representative Ron Kirk 
next week to discuss 
these important issues. 
As always, I look forward 
to providing you an 
update on this upcoming 
meeting.”

Neugebauer said he’s 
excited to be able to 
hold informative “coffee 
meetings” across Dis-
trict 19, providing him 
with an opportunity to 
hear about the issues on 
the minds of his constit-
uents.

“These coffees provid-
ed me a wonderful oppor-
tunity to hear how upset 
the people of the 19th 
District are about what 
is going on in Washing-
ton,” he said. “I want you 
to know that I’m angry 
too. Since the beginning 
of the year, Congress 
and the administration 
have been on a spending 
spree and the American 
people have had enough. 
I hope other members 
of Congress are hearing 
the same message from 

those they represent.
“At the coffees, many 

of you took the time to 
fill out forms with your 
thoughts and concerns. 
Soon, I will be sharing 
those thoughts with the 
entire nation from the 
House Floor and I will 
also deliver them to the 
White House, as well, so 
the President knows how 
West Texans feel about 
his health care reform 
proposal.”

For more on these 
meetings, visit www.
randy.house.gov or call 
888-763-1611.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1A

“We’ve been looking at 
(a tax rate of) around 55 
cents to 60 cents, which 
is below the effective tax 
rate,” said Barr. “The 
difference between the 
tax rate last year and 
this year is the drop in 
mineral values, which 
has been dramatic. 
Anytime your values go 
down, your tax rate goes 
up. I think everyone 
understands oil prices 
dropped significantly 
last year.

“We’re going to fine 
tune the budget a 
little bit because there 
are still some things 
we have to go over. 
However, as far as the 
big stuff is concerned, 
we pretty much have 
that nailed down at this 
point. We just have to go 
over some of the minor 

things to make sure 
everyone is on the same 
page.”

Barr said this year’s 
budget will include 
approximately $1 
million more than 
last year’s fiscal 
plan, allowing the 
commissioners court to 
address some growing 
problems within the 
county.

“Right now we’re 
looking at adding 
$1 million to the 
budget,” said Barr. 
“ A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
half of that is for law 
enforcement, including 
deputies and jailers. 
That’s where we’ve 
directed the majority 
of our attention this 
year. This is something 
the entire court is very 
concerned about. With 
the drive-by shootings 
we’ve had and the way 
the city has stepped 
up their anti-narcotics 
efforts, there’s been 

a lot more violence. 
And when you step 
up these efforts in the 
city, it spills out into 
the county. So that’s 
something we’ve had to 
adapt to.

“When you have a 
deputy driving down 
Highway 87 and a bullet 
comes through the 
windshield and another 
one ends up lodged in 
the refrigerator of an 
elderly woman who 
lives nearby, it’s time 
to do something about 
it. So we’ve really 
directed the majority of 
the additional money in 
this budget toward law 
enforcement.”

Barr said he feels like 
the budget — which 
the commissioners 
court began working 
on several months ago 
— not only addresses 
immediate needs, but 
also lays out a fiscal 
plan that will allow 
the county to address 

several other problems 
in the next several 
years.

“I feel like we’ve come 
up with a really good 
plan for the coming 
year. We’ve put some 
money in for the roads,” 
said Barr. “Also, the 
county and district 
clerk offices both need 
new software, and we’re 
also looking at that. 
We’re also putting some 
money into the budget 
for the fair buildings at 
the county fair grounds, 
and we’re hoping to 
build up some funds 
for that facility so we 
can do something with 
it. These are all things 
we’re looking at two to 
five years out from now, 
and we’re setting money 
back to help cover the 
eventual cost of them.”

Prudent planning has 
already paid off for the 
court when it comes to 
the operating costs of the 
new county jail, which 

opened its doors earlier 
this year. Concerns 
expressed last year 
during the designing of 
the facility regarding 
utility costs for the new 
jail seem to have worked 
out nicely for county 
coffers, according to 
Commissioner Jerry 
Kilgore.

“We’ve seen a drop in 
the utility bills here at 
the courthouse since 
the new jail was built 
and we moved in,” said 
Kilgore. “Of course, 
that’s offset by the 
expenses we’ve seen out 
at the jail. But for the 
most part, the cost has 
been right around where 
we thought it would be, 
or a little lower.”

With Monday’s 
decision not to go 
above the rollback rate 
of 62.7323 cents per 
$100 valuation, Barr 
said the court can 
begin planning for the 
necessary steps to adopt 

this year’s tax rate.
“We’ll hold a public 

hearing on the proposed 
budget Sept. 14,” said 
Barr. “It will be set in 
stone Sept. 28. We’ll 
publish a notice of the 
tax proposed tax rate on 
Sept. 3, which is just a 
few days from now. We’ll 
hold a public hearing on 
Sept. 14, which will give 
the public a chance to 
express their views on 
both the proposed tax 
rate and the proposed 
budget.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 
263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@
bigspringherald.com

CHAMPS
Continued from Page 1A

who hit his first hole-in-one on Hole 15 
during Sunday’s play. Gressett hit the 
shot with a 3-iron. The feat was witnessed 
by Gary Gressett and Shane Forrest.

Jack Nicholas Championship Flight
1. Charlie Garcia 139, 2. Justin Myers 

143, 3. Flea Martinez 145.

Chad Campbell Flight
1. Blake Nichols 154, 2. Mike Mendoza 

154, 3. Clayton Weaver 158.

Ben Crenshaw Flight
1. Josh Helmstetler 164, 2. Dutch Barr 

165, 3. Noe Arguello 172.

Lee Trevino Flight
1. Howard Bain 175, 2. Tim Strain 175, 3. 

James Taylor 175.

Chi Chi Rodriguez Flight
1. Gary Burton 183, 2. Robert Jackman 

186, 3. Taylor Parrish 189. 

Senior - Byron Nelson Flight
1. Jim Roger 148, 2. Jamie Collinsworth 

169, 3. Manuel Ramirez 170.

Women - Nancy Lopez Flight
1. Susie Hernandez 150, 2. Linda Dewa-

ters 170.

Report: Texas highest 
rate of repeat teen births 

DALLAS (AP) — A new report 
says that Texas has the highest rate 
of repeat teen births of any state at 
23 percent.

Child Trends, a nonpartisan na-
tional research group, said in its 
report that among 73 major U.S. cit-
ies in 2006, the latest year for which 
city-level data are available, Dallas 
had the highest repeat percentage of 
repeat teen birth at 28 percent.

Houston lead U.S. cities in girls 
under 15 giving birth.

Among seven metro areas, Arling-
ton had the lowest rate repeat teen 
birth rate at 19 percent, while Fort 
Worth’s 25-percent rate was in a tie 
nationally for seventh-highest. Also 
making the list were San Antonio 
with 26 percent, and Houston and 

Austin, both with repeat teen birth 
rates of 24 percent.

Bengal tiger at 
Amarillo Zoo dies 

AMARILLO (AP) — Amarillo Zoo 
officials say a 19-year-old Bengal 
tiger that was struggling with sei-
zures has been euthanized.

The 225-pound tiger named Holly 
was put down over the weekend af-
ter it was determined her condition 
would not improve, curator Rhonda 
Votino said in Tuesday’s Amarillo 
Globe-News.

The large cat had been a big favor-
ite among zoo visitors.

Votino says Holly had been treat-
ed for arthritis for months. The sei-
zures began about a week ago and 
medication did not help.

Texas briefs▼
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Announcements
**************************

WOODEN PALLETS ONLY in 
back of Big Spring Herald 
Building (710 Scurry) FREE to 
anyone willing to take them.  
**************************

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Help Wanted
AUTOMOTIVE PAINTERS

Helper. 
Must be Dependable. 
Experience Required. 

Competitive Pay. 
Apply in person, 

Pat Gray Body Works 
8am-5pm M-F, 

700 North Owens, 
Big Spring, TX

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE AD-
VISOR NEEDED- Male or Fe-
male with an outgoing person-
ality. Experience helpful but not 
needed. Apply In Person 1501 
East 4th Street, Big Spring, TX.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking Full-time RN.  
Friendly atmosphere. Come by 
1900 Scurry for application. 
(432)714-4510.

DELL’S CAFE is looking for a 
Cook/ Cook Helper. Come by 
1608 East 4th Street. Please 
No Phone Calls.

FULL TIME Warehouse Posi-
tion. Must have CDL and Clean 
Driving Record. Must pass 
drug screen and background 
check. Duties include customer 
service, loading, stocking and 
cleaning as well as deliveries. 
Fork Lift Experience a plus. No 
phone calls please. Apply in 
person. Higginbotham Bartlett, 
1900 East FM 700, Big Spring.

Help Wanted

Pediatric Private Duty 
Nurses needed for

Immediate Openings!! 
*Benefits

*Mileage paid
*Competitive Wages

*Sign-On Bonus!!
Part time & PRN positions

availble in Big Spring
and FT positions available 

in Midland and Odessa 
for various shifts.

Call Kristi Young, RN  
432-550-1721 or fax resume to 

432-550-1717 today!

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FRED LOYA INSURANCE
Immediate openings for 

CUSTOMER SERVICE REP.
In Big Spring

Must be able to work 
M-F 8a-7p & Sat. 9a-2p

Bilingual a plus
Computer Skills Required
Outgoing personality and 

self motivated
We offer:

Competitive pay starting at 
$7.25/hour to $8/hour

Opportunity to make up to 
$12/hour within 6 months

Excellent benefits and 
opportunitites for growth 

Paid Training
NO PREVIOUS 

EXPERIENCE NECESSARY
Apply in person at:

1710 Gregg St.
Big Spring, TX. 79720

Or email resume to
west-tx-csr@fredloya.com

HILLCREST CDC is looking for 
a janitor/maintenance person. 
30 Hour work week. Must pass 
background check. 2000 West 
FM 700. No phone calls 
please.

NEEDED EXPERIENCED of-
fice worker, bookkeeping, ac-
counts receivable, payables, 
payroll. Non-smoking, P.O. Box 
541, Big Spring, TX. 79721.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Help Wanted
PART-TIME position available 
for Truck Driver. Must pass 
background check and have a 
Class C License. Apply at The 
Salvation Army, 811 West 5th.

PIZZA INN 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

QUALITY CONTROL earn up 
to $15 per hour, Evaluate Re-
tail Stores. Training provided. 
Call 800-775-9738.

SHOP MANAGEMENT/FOR-
MAN. Carpentry Experience 
Needed. Able to manage peo-
ple.  Call 806-773-5533.

LOCAL COMPANY Seeking 
Oil Field Pusher w/experiance. 
Repairing & installing poly lines 
and operating equipment. Must 
pass drug screen. Send Re-
sume or call  
tobyroemer@
suddenlinkmail.com 
(325)868-0235.

Want to join a progressive 
healthcare team? 

Mitchell County Hospital 
is the place for you!

In an effort to meet the growing 
healthcare needs of our com-
munity, we are adding addi-
tional members to our team. 
Med/Surg LVN.- 7p-7a & 7a-7p
Med/Surg Staff RN- 7p-7a
Benefits include: 
Competitive Salary; Health In-
surance; Life Insurance; PTO; 
Extended Sick Time; 401K Re-
tirement Plan. 

$2,000 Sign on Bonus.
Please contact Donna Goebel, 
Chief Nursing Officer @ 
(325)728-8522 ext. 7111 or 

dgoebel@
mitchellcountyhospital.com

Want to join a progressive 
healthcare team? 

Mitchell County Hospital has 
the following RN position avail-
able. Med/Surg Nurse Man-
ager. 
Benefits include: 
Competitive Salary; Health In-
surance; Life Insurance; PTO; 
Extended Sick Time and 401K 
Retirement Plan.

$4,000 Sign on Bonus.
Interested candidates should 
have at least 2 years recent 
Med/Surg experience and 5 
years experience as a Regis-
tered Nurse. Please contact 
Donna Goebel, Chief Nursing 
Officer @ (325)728-8522 ext. 
7111 or 

dgoebel@
mitchellcountyhospital.com

WEEKLY PAYCHECK/STUDY
JOB.  Get both as an over the 
road driver with Roehl Trans-
port.  No experience needed – 
we have training available 
800-535-8177 GoRoehl.com 
AA/EOE

Instructional
PIANO LESSONS

Beginners through Advance. 
Years of teaching experience. 

2607 Rebecca.
Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
4-PIECE BEDROOM set Brand 
New with Mfg warranty $195. 
432-664-8980    
……………………………………
Leather Sofa with tables, Brand 
New in boxes, only $495. Fac-
tory warranty. 432-664-8980.  

Items for Sale
MICRO FIBER Sofa and Love 
Seat All New with warranty 
$545. 432-664-8980
……………………………………
$275 New Bed with New Mat-
tress Set with warranty. 
432-664-8980.

NEW $165 pillow top Mattress 
set, Queen size, in plastic with 
Factory warranty. 
432-664-8980
……………………………………
Pillow Top King mattress set, 
has warranty brand new in 
plastic,  $249. 432-664-8980.

WROUGHT IRON Bed with 
rails and Queen Mattress set 
ALL NEW $325. 432-664-8980
……………………………………
Twin  Headboard with frame 
and Mattress set All NEW. 
$150. 432-664-8980.

Lost and Found
FOUND SMALL puppy on Hill-
top/ Gatesville Street area. Call 
(432)264-1565 to identify.

LOST TRAILER tire with white 
rim. Between Gregg and Was-
son Rd.  Call (432)264-6489.

REWARD for lost Credit Gold 
Suisse ingot probably at HEB. 
Sentimental Value. Call 
432-263-1100.

Miscellaneous
A WATERBED mattress? King 
or California king pillow top. 
BRAND NEW!! Shouldn’t need 
box springs. $245. 
806-549-3110.

HUGE 6PC LEATHER reclin-
ing sectional, solid hard wood 
frame, lifetime warranty, List 
$3600, forfeit $1580. 
806-549-3110...........................
Bunk bed, STURDAY WOOD, 
brand new!!!!, store price $699, 
furniture direct price $299 
Need mattress? $80. 
806-438-0081...........................

LEATHER RECLINING
loveseat & Sofa. New from 
mfg. Never used!!! Need to sell 
asap. Forfeit $980. 
806-438-0081...........................
Black finish 5 pc bedrrom set, 
heavy set, pewter knobs, brand 
new, no assembly needed. 
must see!, $570. 
806-549-3110...........................

METAL ROOFING & Siding. 
Low cost, top quality. Easy in-
stallation. Guaranteed 40 
years. Shipped Direct from 
manufacturer. Cut to inch. 
Metal Roofing 
Solutions. 1-877-815-0671.

On the Farm
DOVE LEASE in Glasscock 
County. Call (432)270-3542.

Pets
AKC AKITAS PUPPIES,
Beautiful. Parents on premises. 
$250.00 Call 432-634-0667 or 
620-8855.

AKC Miniature Dachshund 
Dapple puppies. If interested 
call (432)263-2733.

Real Estate for Rent
$298/MO! 5BD, 4 ba., Foreclo-
sure! Or $16,000! Won’t Last! 
For Listings 800-579-7991 ext. 
T 790.

1200 JOHNSON 3 bdr., 2 bath. 
CH/A. Utility room with 
washer/dryer connections, Car-
port. No indoor Pets. $600.00 
month, $350.00 deposit. 
(432)267-5464 leave message. 

Real Estate for Rent
1300 RIDGE ROAD- 2 Bdrm, 
1 bath, 1 car garage, fenced. 
CH/A. $500.00 month, $450.00 
deposit. Call 432-263-3375 or 
816-6992.

1308 BAYLOR: 3bdrm. 1bath, 
ch/a, 2 living areas. No pets, 
no smoking, no Hud. $750.00 
month plus $400.00 deposit, 
for more info call 
#432-270-3849.

1409 MT. Vernon 3 bdr, 1 bath, 
Newly remodeled tile and lami-
nate flooring, CH/A, fenced 
yard. $675 month, $600 de-
posit. Call (432)213-4647.

1605 A. Lincoln. Remodeled 2 
bedroom, 1 bath, tile floors & 
carpet, CH/A. $450. month, 
$400. deposit. Call 
(432)517-0373.

2005 BARNES- 3 Bedroom 1 
bath, CH/A, 1 car garage. 
$575.00 month, $500.00 de-
posit. Call 432-263-3375 or 
816-6992.

3305 Cornell 4 bedroom, 1 
bath, tile floors & carpet, 
fenced backyard, CH/A. Totally 
Remodeled. $725. month, 
$600. deposit. Call 
(432)517-0373.

5 BED, 4 bath home only 
$298/mo! Or $14,969! Recent 
Foreclosure! This home won’t 
last! 5% dn, 20 yrs. @ 8% For 
Listings 800-579-7991 ext 
T754.

509 EAST 18th. 1bdr/1b, stove 
& refrigerator furnished, fenced 
yard. Good Location. $325. 
Month, $150. deposit. Call 
432-267-1543.

602 GEORGE Three bedroom, 
one bath house. Totally Re-
modled. CH/A, One Year 
Lease. $900. month. No HUD. 
No Pets. No Bills Paid. 
(432)267-2296.

602 LINDA Lane 3 bdr, 1 bath. 
Newly remodeled Tile floors, 
CH/A, fenced yard. $700 
month, $650 deposit. Call 
(432)213-4647.

AFFORDABLE! 4BD/2 ba. 
HUD Home only $309/mo! 
3bd./2ba only $199/mo! 
GREAT LOCATION! (5%dn., 
15yrs., 8% apr.) For Listings 
800-579-7991 X 5652.

APARTMENT
2 Bdrm, 2 bath 

$699/month
All Bills Paid
with Cable

Call (432)263-1252

BUILDING/RENT on Highway 
350- Would make excellent 
Auto Body Shop or Mechanic 
Shop. Extra large with 2 over-
head bay doors, and separate 
office and reception areas. 
$350 per month, $350 deposit 
and 1 year lease. Please con-
tact Lucy @ (432)263-5000 for 
more information or to see 
building.

LABOR DAY Weekend Sale 
Lakefront Lot with Dock Built 
only $49,900 (was $124,900) 
SAVE 60%.  Spectacular Lake-
front lot with boat dock already 
built on Kentucky Lake, a fabu-
lous 160,000 acre recreational 
paradise.  Paved road, utilities, 
new survey.  Excellent financ-
ing.  Call Now 1-800-704-3154 
www.kylandsale.com

NEWLY REMODELED homes 
for rent. 2bdr/1bath, $650.00, 3 
bdr/1bath, $750.00 please call 
from 9am-8pm at 
432-816-4453.

OFFICE SPACE for Lease, 
with optional Warehouse at-
tached at 217 East 3rd Street. 
Has been updated. Call 
432-263-8421 for more info.

SMALL SHOP- Overhead 
Door, Restroom. $200.00 
month, deposit. References 
Required. Call (432)213-2400.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee

!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

VERY NICE Large Efficiency 
Apartment. Good Location, All 
utilities and cable paid. Com-
pletely furnished. $500 month, 
$250 deposit. No Pets. Call 
(432)268-9655.

Real Estate for Rent
THE NEW

TANGLEWOOD GROVE 
New Owner/ New Attitude

3 Bdrm- $799/mo
2 Bdrm- $499/mo
1 Bdrm- $399/mo
Studio $325/mo

*FREE Fitness membership 
*FREE HS wireless internet *All 
utilities paid (except electric) 
*Laundry & vending facility 
*New paint- inside & out

“Refer-a-Friend” **Special**
*HUD ACCEPTED**

**SENIOR DISCOUNT**
**COLLEGE DISCOUNT**

3304 W. Hwy. 80, Big Spring
(432)714-4840

WHAT A DEAL!
TLC Property  Management

Move In Special! 
Low Move In Cost!

1, 2, and 3 bedroom homes in 
BSP! Available to NEW quali-
fied applicants Only. For a list 
of available homes, visit our 
website at www.leasetlc.com 
stop by 406 Runnels (across 
from Bargain Mart) and pick up 
a Flyer or call (432)264-6337 
for details of this SPECIAL!!!!

Real Estate for Sale

$14,500 CLEAN 1 bedroom, 
Good location, corner of 19th & 
State. CASH, No Finance. Call 
(432)816-2450.

**BANK OWNED Home**  4 
bedroom. 3 bath! Only 
$237/mo. Or $24,825! (5% 
dn., 20 yr., 8%) For Listings 
800-579-7991 x7873.

2807 APACHE Drive, 3/2/2 
Beautiful home on large, corner 
lot, newly updated kitchen & 
bathrooms, sprinkler system 
$116,000. Call (432)268-1840 
or (432)213-0381.

BIG SPRING REALTORS are 
encouraged to SHOW/SALE 
Spacious, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath brick 
home. Country Atmosphere in 
Peaceful neighborhood. 

2311 Mishler St. 
(1 Block off Thorp) 

Contact 
Ken Moore  (432)263-7912 or 

The Real Estate Shop  
(432)263-7653

FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)270-8920 or 
Home Realtors.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED! Easy 
Terms, no closing costs! 1307 
Mt. Vernon, 808 Settles and 
1104 Pickens. Call Lana at 
TruStar RE (432)264-8166.

LOT FOR Sale by Owner; 625 
Sgt. Paredez Street; 0.22 
acres, priced for quick sale; 
$700 OBO. Call 
(720)985-0544.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

NEWLY RENOVATED 4004 
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call 
for info. 432-212-3646.

OWNER FINANCE,  $3,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 432-270-8920 or Home 
Realtors.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
JOBS WANTED

Quality mechanic work by 
trained professional 

*Lawn or acreage mowing 
*Tree trimming *Trash hauling

Affordable and Satisfaction 
Guaranteed
Call anytime

Josh (432)816-5480

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2008 Yukon Denali 
18,500 Miles.

2006 Pontiac Montana
SV6

Local One Owner.

2007 Cadillac DTS
Brown Metallic w/Tan 
Leather, 17,000 Miles.

1997 Ext. Cab Chevrolet

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

200496

2008 Ford King Ranch Crew Cab Powerstroke
Local One Owner, Sunroof, Ranchhand Pkg., White w/Gold.

$39,995

$25,995$9,995

$5,995$41,995

FFOOUUNNDD

RREENNTTEEDD

(432) 263-1284 110 W. Marcy
Big Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

GREAT LOCATION! Pretty 2-story in Parkhill addition featuring 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 living areas, WB fireplace, central
heat/ref. air, pretty hardwood floors, formal dining area.

Call Linda Barnes @ (432) 270-0062 for an appointment today.

810 W. 18th 201732
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Our health and that of loved ones’

The great merger: GOP and lobbyists

J
ust how healthy — or 
unhealthy, for that matter 
— are you and your loved 
ones?

It’s obviously a loaded ques-
tion, and from past experience, 
you’re going to find people who 
are vehemently 
opinionated one 
way or the other 
on both sides, but 
it’s certainly worth 
asking.

Vices such as 
drinking and 
smoking imme-
diately spring to 
mind for some, 
overeating and 
lack of exercise for 
others, but when 
you get right down 
to the heart of the 
matter, it has a lot to do with just 
how much we love ourselves and 
one another.

During the summer break 
from school, my daughter and I 
both sat down and talked about 
our weight and what it’s doing 
to hurt us, both long term and 
short term. 

And while the dangers of car-
rying around a few extra pounds 
is something I’ve researched at 
length, I found it eye-opening 
and sort of disturbing how little 
my 9-year-old daughter knew on 
the subject.

I suppose, in the back of my 
mind, I had simply expected the 
school system to teach her the 
dangers of obesity and overeat-
ing, which is a huge mistake 
regardless of the subject at hand.

We sat together and researched 
the subject on the Internet, using 
sites like WebMD.com and the 
federal government’s initiative 
to guide us. I did my best to keep 
it from becoming a doom-and-

gloom matter like my parents 
did when I was a kid with smok-
ing — and thank God they did, 
because I never got started — 
and she soaked the information 
right up.

Shortly after, I sat down and 
made some adjustments to our 
budget so we could fit in a mem-
bership for us both at the local 
YMCA. We looked at our indi-
vidual needs and I opted to start 
lifting weights again, something 
I had really loved when I was a 
teenager, and my daughter — 
who is a total water-child — de-
cided to start swimming laps.

Of course, that’s only half 
the battle, as we all know. The 
physical exercise we put out 
doesn’t mean nearly as much if 
we don’t watch what we’re put-
ting into our bodies. So we began 
cutting out and limiting some of 
the harmful foods — pizza, ice 
cream and sodas, just to name a 
few — that had become a part of 
our day-to-day lives.

Granted, this whole process is 
nothing new for me. God knows 
I’ve made enough New Year’s 
resolutions pertaining to my 
health and weight over the years 
to choke a horse (as if a horse 
could choke on resolutions), and 
they have all ended in defeat a 
couple of months later.

Despite past failures, we’re 
doing pretty well. Don’t get 
me wrong, we’ve entertained 
enough curve balls since we got 
started, ranging from the trials 
of trying to fit our workouts into 
an already overflowing schedule 
and the occasional pizza binge, 
but we’ve managed to work 
through each of them and come 
out strong on the other side.

And while our regimen has 
certainly had a positive effect 
on our overall health, it’s also 

helped draw the two of us closer 
together in a more emotional 
way.

Sure, she gets a crossways look 
from me when she asks for chips 
and dip with her dinner, and I 
get some serious finger-shaking 
from her when she sees me 
throw a candy bar in the grocery 
cart, but instead of making us 
angry at each other, it seems to 
be uniting us.

The benefits have been pain-
fully slow for both of us, without 
a doubt. She has clothing sizes 
she wants to drop, and I have 
strength and weight goals I’m 
shooting for, and it’s anything 
but easy for both of us. But we 
encourage one another with a 
hug here, or a compliment there.

In the end, I suppose if neither 
one of us drops a single pound, 
it’s all been worth it. We’re 
developing a new respect for one 
another with every pint of Ben & 
Jerry’s we turn down and every 
drop of sweat we wipe from our 
brows.

Our children’s health isn’t 
something we should leave up 
to the school nurse, the state’s 
health department or the com-
mercials to “get active” on Car-
toon Network. 

Sure, each of these sources can 
help, but it’s up to each of us to 
enforce and reinforce healthy 
decisions for our youth.

So, ask yourself, “Just how 
healthy am I and my loved 
ones?” 

The answers — and the way 
you handle them — could have a 
serious impact on your life and 
the lives of those you care about.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

T
he Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to 
Lobbyists, sometimes 
known as the Republi-

can Party, is on the march again. 
The SPCL, with the aid of its 

media goons — Rush (Greasy 
Thumb) Lim-
baugh, Bill (Bugsy) 
O’Reilly and the 
Sundunce Kid, 
Glenn Beck — is 
trying to convince 
Americans that 
publicly-financed 
health care is a 
fate worse than 
death or, at best, a 
prelude to it. 

At meeting after 
town hall meeting 
around the coun-
try dozens, sometimes hundreds, 
of snarling citizens have shown 
up to drown out a hapless con-
gressperson who is trying to 
explain what the health care 
bill Congress is now working on 
might look like. 

Such Republican stalwarts as 
Sarah Palin have come forward 
to announce that they weren’t 
about to allow government bu-
reaucrats decide when their chil-
dren and elderly parents should 
die — and they didn’t care how 
many votes it cost them. 

Newt Gingrich, the party’s rov-
ing pseudo-intellectual, agreed 
with that assessment as did 
Chuck Grassley, the Republican 
point man on health care legisla-
tion. 

Grassley suggested that the 
“controversial” parts of the 
health care bill be removed; you 
know, the Nazi stuff like hospice 
counseling. (I’ve known Sen. 
Grassley ever since he was the 
youngest member of the Iowa 

Legislature and I always thought 
he was smarter than he looked. I 
was wrong.) 

Congress responded with a 
hysteria generally reserved for 
large fires in crowded theaters; it 
went back home, hid under the 
bed and didn’t answer the phone, 
hoping the critics would go 
away. Instead, the public health 
care option went away. 

They’re still working on a 
health care bill in Washington 
but the idea that there should be 
a publicly financed insurance 
option that would compete with 
private plans (and keep them 
honest, perhaps?) seems all but 
dead, the victim of Republican 
Swiftboating. 

The Republicans have gotten 
really good at this sort of thing. 
For example, they have managed 
to take a no-brainer — hospice 
counseling — and make it seem 
like a diabolical plot to kill the 
aged before their time and to 
strangle special needs infants in 
their cribs, a breathtaking leap 
of the imagination, given that 
conservatives show very little 
imagination about anything el
se.                                                

Richard Nixon, the godfather 
of political dirty-trickery, must 
be smiling right now. (If he can 
see us through all of that smoke 
and fire.) 

Hospice isn’t really anything 
like euthanasia. What is being 
suggested is informing terminal-
ly ill patients of their end-of-life 
options. Do they want to be kept 
alive by extraordinary means or 
would they prefer to go gentle 
into that good night, preferably 
in their homes surrounded by 
loved ones? Their choice. It has 
nothing to do with killing old 
people and to suggest otherwise 

is contemptible. 
About 30 percent of Medicare 

money is spent in the last 30 
days of a patient’s life. That 
patient is very often comatose 
or suffering from dementia or in 
constant pain. In any case he or 
she is unable to say, “Stop this 
torture.” It is too late. Hospice 
offers the possibility of planning 
a death with dignity. 

And if you scoff at the con-
cept of “death with dignity” 
then I doubt you’ve ever stood 
vigil over a loved one who lies 
in a hospital bed, unconscious, 
wired-up, plugged in and more 
resembling a lab experiment 
than a human being. 

By the way, there are experi-
ments that indicate that people 
who are taken off the machines 
and sent home to await death to 
overtake them often live longer 
than their colleagues, the ones 
getting the state-of-the-art medi-
cal treatment. 

I’ve done it both ways. One 
is painful to watch, the other 
excruciating. 

I still have some hope for the 
health care plan, but it is fad-
ing. The panic-mongers are out, 
whipping up fear and resent-
ment in the weakest part of the 
population — Congress. 

There’s an old saying that a 
camel is a horse built by com-
mittee. 

I’m afraid that our health care 
system is going to look like a 
camel after a committee of lobby-
ists has conspired to improve it. 

Donald Kaul is a two-time 
Pulitzer Prize-losing Washington 
correspondent who, by his own 
account, is right more than he’s 
wrong. E-mail him at dkaul2@
earthlink.net

W
hat do you get when you combine a 
yellow cab with a police squad car? 
Something that looks a little strange, 
but Texas Department of Transporta-

tion officials unveiled one a couple of weeks ago in 
Austin.

Billed as TxDOT’s newest public education tool: it 
was a unique “half and half” vehicle that appeared 
to be a taxi on one end and a patrol car on the other. 
It was part of the agency’s annual Labor Day cam-
paign to warn drivers that law enforcement will be 
out in force to arrest drivers who’ve had too much 
to drink during the upcoming Labor Day holiday 
weekend.

Thanks to the support of police departments and 
sheriff’s offices in communities throughout Texas 
— especially those with a high incidence of alcohol-
related fatalities — actual police cars were turned 
into mobile billboards reminding drivers to choose 
their ride: either by calling a cab, finding a sober 
ride home or letting officers provide a ride—to jail.

It’s an important message, and one the public 
should take note of and heed, because through Mon-
day, that’s Labor Day, law enforcement statewide 
will be working overtime to find and arrest drunk 
drivers. 

“Every hour, two Texans are killed or injured in 
an alcohol-related traffic crash,” said Carol Raw-
son, TxDOT’s interim traffic operations director. 
“We hope by supporting this special stepped-up 
enforcement effort and encouraging drivers to plan 
ahead to get home safely, we can make the roads 
safer for everyone this Labor Day.”

In 2007, 1,672 people died in alcohol-related crash-
es in Texas.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, the Texas Department of Public Safety, the 
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission, several cab 
companies and hundreds of law enforcement agen-
cies are participating in the annual Drink, Drive, 
Go to Jail campaign.

“The price of a cab ride pales in comparison to the 
hefty fines, attorney fees and other cost associated 
with being arrested for driving while intoxicated,” 
said DPS Assistant Director of Texas Highway Pa-
trol David Baker.

Convicted first-time DWI offenders can pay a fine 
of up to $2,000, lose their driver’s license for as long 
as a year and serve 180 days in jail.

That’s a stiff price to pay, but it really is more ex-
pensive. Safety officials say other costs associated 
with a drunk driving arrest and conviction can add 
up to more than $17,000 for bail, legal fees, court 
appearances, court-ordered classes, vehicle insur-
ance increases and other expenses.

In other words, it’s not worth it. 
So, please, if you are planning on drinking and 

being out during the Labor Day holiday, appoint a 
designated driver or call a taxi.

It’s not just economics. It’s the smart thing to do. 
And more than that, though, it’s the right thing to 
do, period.

Please drive
safe, smart
this holiday�

Letter policies
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A Small Prayer

When we take the long way, Lord, we can 
enjoy the scenery that You have given us.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES GUARDS & 
PATROLS

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

TACLB006982E

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

16693 johnson sheet metal REVISED 4-21-09.indd   1 4/20/09   4:46:13 PM

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Castle 
Construction

Construct, Remodel or Repair
Your Castle

Business & Residential Services
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURED
Devon Butler

432-466-3531 200795

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

BRICK

17
30

1

Concrete & Masonry
• Brick Work • Sidewalks

•Driveways
• Block Fences • Stucco • Etc.

Call Rey For
Free Estimate

(432) 517-2093

DIRT WORK

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

20
04

11

J & W Sand,
Gravel and Dozer Service

432-213-5342
Experienced / References

Good Rates
Free Estimates!!!

Residential Work

200411 J & W sand.indd   1 7/16/09   8:15:10 AM

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install

Free Estimates

432-816-6282

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

2
0

0
4

1
9

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Alleys • Tilling
Hauling • Tree Trimming

Cleanout Storage Buildings
Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service
816-6150 - Cell

267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES 16624

16624 danny scoggin-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:10:37 PM

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

PHOTOGRAPHY

COWBOY PHOTOGRAPHY
by Dan Adams

Weddings Starting At $300.00 Min.
 • Equine Events

Special Events • Parties
P.O. Box 2992
Big Spring, Texas 79721
432-270-1438 cowboyphotographytx.com

200802

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT
R S

HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 

Remodel, Carpenter, Painting, 
Plumbing, Minor Electrical

Garage door repair.
We Do Kitchens & Baths

FREE ESTIMATES
816-3030 16

58
21

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

ROOFING
PALACIOS

ROOFING & HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Roofs, Room Additions,
Ceramic Tile, Fences, Painting

Insured & Bonded
Home Phone#

432-263-5430
Cell#

432-213-0363 34
39

8

 FURNITURE

NEED TO SALE
YOUR FURNITURE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

ENGRAVING

2
0

0
4

0
5

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Officers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

1
8
3
0
3

All Kinds Of

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
Speedy

Construction
We Do It All!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing, Electrical

AC, Roofs, New Additions
Fire Restoration And Chimney Sweep

Phone: 432-816-3832
Cell: 432-816-3832

24
Hr.

Sr.
Disc.

 LAWN SERVICE

Dependable Lawn Care

Mowing, Edging, Weedeating, 
Tree Trimming

Free Estimates, call any time

(432) 213-2695

Trey Terrazas 20
05

92

CONCRETE

Quality Concrete
Commercial - Residential

Parking Lots • Curb & Gutter
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Building Pads • Etc...

Insured & Bonded
- FREE ESTIMATES -

432-816-6839 OR 432-263-5272

20
21

86

HOUSE LEVELING

AMERITEX
House Leveling

Pier & Beam, Brick & Slabs, Concrete Repair
Mold  Fungus Removal, Pressure Washing

Senior Citizens Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

325-716-9166
BIG SPRING                                                                  MIDLAND 20

08
13
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Thank You NIE School Sponsor Thank You NIE Classroom Sponsors

Medicine Center
Pharmacy

Back In Motion Chiropractic

Mike Thomas,
Attorney At Law

ALON USA

Troy Tompkins,
CMFC Financial Planner

The Prudential Insurance
Company Of America
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JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

REALTY ROOFING

RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins
432.213.5454

Pat Rutledge
432.270.7706

STORAGE

Bk self storage

our storage free's up
your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

HENRY BACKES

$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof

Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835
Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855 16
97

61

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

WELLNESS

20
04

12

ATTENTION MOMS
Work from home

make a difference

(432) 268-3859
for info

Vehicles
2003 YAMAHA V-Star 1100 
Silverado- 9000 miles. Excel-
lent Condition. $5,000.00. Call 
(432)394-4716 or 270-0166.

Legals

Legals

Legals

Legals

Public Hearing
The District Judge will conduct a 
public hearing on the salaries of 
the Auditor, Assistant Auditors, and 
Court Reporter. Citizens are invited 
to attend and comment.
The hearing will be held at 9:00am 
on September 16, 2009 at the 
118th District Court Building, 312 
Scurry Street, Big Spring, TX. 
Signed: Jackie Olson
County Auditor
#6245 September 1, 2009

THE STATE OF TEXAS:
CAUSE No. 43943

TO: Elizabeth R. Merrick and All 
Whom it May Concern, Respon-
dents; GREETING:
NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: “You 
have been sued. You may em-
ploy an attorney. If you or your 
attorney do not file a written an-
swer with the clerk who issued 
this citation by 10:00 AM on the 
Monday next following the expi-
ration of 20 days after the date 
you were served this citation 
and petition, a default judgment 
may be taken against you.”
The petition of Johnathan David 
Tinker, Petitioner was filed in the 
118th District Court of Howard 
County, Texas on the 26th day of 
August 2009 against Elizabeth R. 
Merrick respondent in the above 
entitled cause and entitled ‘In the 
Interest of Penelope B. Merrick, a 
child (or children).’
The suit requests modification as is 
more fully shown by Petition on file 
in this suit.
The date and place of birth of the 
child/children who is/are the sub-
ject of the suit is/are:

Penelope B. Merrick
10/05/2002 Howard County

“The court has authority in this suit 
to render an order in the child’s 
(children’s) interest that will be 
binding on you, including the termi-
nation of the Parent-child Relation-
ship, the determination of paternity, 
and the appointment of a conserva-
tor with authority to consent to the 
child’s (children’s) adoption.”
ISSUED and given under my hand 
and seal of said Court at Howard 
County, Texas this the 28th day of 
August 2009.
Attorney for Petitioner or Petitioner:
R.C. Eric Augesen
408 N. Texas
Odessa, Texas 79761
Clerk of the Court:
Colleen Barton, District Clerk
Howard County, Texas
By Brandie Martinez, Deputy
#6246 September 1, 2009

The City of Forsan will hold a meet-
ing at 7:00 P.M. on September 8, 
2009 at the City Hall to consider 
adopting a proposed tax rate for 
tax year 2009. The proposed tax 
rate is 0.191599 per $100 of value.
The proposed tax rate would in-
crease total taxes in the City of 
Forsan by 1.95%.
#6249 September 1, 2009

Legals
Glasscock County

Public Notice
A copy of the proposed 2009-2010 
budget for Glasscock County is 
available for inspection in the of-
fices of the County/ District Clerk or 
the County Treasurer, Courthouse, 
Garden City ,Texas 79739.
A budget hearing will be conducted 
September 14, 2009 @ 9:00 A.M.
in the Courtroom of the Glasscock 
County Courthouse. Any citizen is 
welcome to attend.
W.E. Bednar
County Judge
#6247 September 1, 2009

Glasscock County
Public Notice

Pursuant to Texas Local Govern-
ment Code 152.013, Glasscock 
County Commissioners Court will 
set the increase amounts in the 
2009-2010  budget for the elected 
or precinct officers as follows, at 
their regular meeting on September 
14, 2009 @ 9:00 AM.      
Sheriff
Secretary                          26000.00
Longevity                                48.00
Supplies                             2600.00
Maintenance Agreements  4100.00    
Schools & Conferences      1000.00   
New Car                             1000.00
Tax Assessor-Collector
Longevity                                48.00
Schools & Conferences      2000.00
Postage                                500.00
Data Processing                 3000.00
County & District Clerk
Longevity                                48.00
Bonds & Dues                      150.00
County Judge
Longevity                                48.00
Justice of the Peace
Salary                                 7000.00
Longevity                                48.00
Miscellaneous                      100.00
County Commissioners
Prt#1  Longevity                     48.00
Prt#2  Longevity                     48.00
Prt#4 Longevity                      48.00
Schools & Conferences      2000.00
County Treasurer
Longevity                                48.00
Supplies                               250.00
Constable
Longevity                                48.00
Equipment                          1000.00
On all elected or precinct officers 
the following amounts are added:
Retirement                               0.26
Insurance                             212.00
#6248 September 1, 2009

Tomorrow’s Horoscope
The Aquarius moon is

a zany one, and even the
pragmatic Virgo sun will
bend to her eccentric
inclinations. Everyone
knows that without
experiencing a bit of
silliness, it’s difficult to
know what to take
seriously. As a bonus, the
Virgo sun will find a
practical application for
some of the madness. For
instance, teams bond over
the odd fun.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You aren’t afraid of
those who
are quick to
anger. A
temper
indicates
strong
feelings,
after all, and
you want to
be near that
kind of
passion.
When the
sparks fly, they catch on
to you in a favorable way.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You admire someone
who is deeply creative,
mostly because you can
relate. You will get a clue
as to what inspires this
person, and you’ll be
similarly encouraged by
the same stimulus. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Can you be
diplomatic and still be
true to yourself? You will
wonder this as you
observe others making
statements that are
annoyingly correct and
subverting the truth in
order to keep the peace.
Dare to take a stand. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Waste no time in
getting mad. There’s
something wonderful that
comes out of a mistake.
Anyway, if things went
exactly as planned all the
time, you’d surely get
bored.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).

The environments and
activities that seem so
regular to you are, in
fact, novel to someone
else. There will be a
“tourist” in your world.
As you show this person
around, you’ll realize how
unique your lifestyle
really is.  

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You have a special
talent for managing
children and those who
act like them. Your
playful nature will be
highlighted, and you’ll
easily come up with
many games and
amusements. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You don’t find much
amusement in large
spectacles or sensational
news. Your profound
appreciation for subtle
and detailed work makes
it possible for you to
enjoy yourself in quiet,
unassuming
circumstances.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). There’s a fine line
between leadership and
dictatorship. You’ll be
among those who
appreciate your guidance,
as long as they can
readily see what’s in it
for them.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). There’s no
question that you would
lay down your life for the
ones you love. That
doesn’t mean you never
get angry or edgy with
them. Show the breadth
of your love by being
patient. Also, extend the
benefit of the doubt.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Participating in
a group will have an
overwhelmingly positive
impact on your day.
You’ll embrace your
humanity as you react to
the stories, hardships and
triumphs of your fellows. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You’ll be

working with new people.
You may be in a position
to choose your colleagues,
either by hiring or
partnering with them. Go
for qualified candidattes
who understand the
culture of your working
environment. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You are seldom at a
loss for words, but what
happens this afternoon
will have you thinking
before you speak. It’s
likely that the wisest
thing to say cannot be
verbalized anyway. Your
open heart needs no
announcement.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Sept. 1). Your inherent
understanding of fair
trade will serve you well
as you create mutually
beneficial arrangements.
This month brings the
kind of riches that make
you truly happy. You
stumble onto a fantastic
idea in October. See it
through to the final stage.
Persistence pays off in
March. June brings
relationship magic.
Gemini and Pisces people
adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 30, 15, 43, 2
and 29.

YOUR MOON SIGN:
(part two) Do you know
what your moon sign is?
It’s easy to find out by
looking in an astrology
book or keying “moon
sign” into a search
engine. If it turns out
that you’re a Taurus
moon, you are highly
susceptible to the look,
feel, taste, smell and
sound of things. 

Taurus moon people
have a preference for fine
chocolate — and the
concept of “thread count”
is not lost on them! Some
are so discerning in their
tastes that less-than-fresh
foods give them a tummy
ache and less-than-gold
jewelry gives them a

rash. You can’t blame
them if they’re willing to
pay more for things when
you consider the degree
to which inferior
products upset them.
That’s not to say they’re
hard to please. Simple,
natural goodness can
send them into a state of
ecstasy. If your moon is
in

Gemini, the social
aspects of life bring you
great joy. You love to
connect and
communicate with
others, and your soul is
satisfied by sharing and
learning. Gemini moon
people are fresh, alert,
hip and popular — it’s
the ideal moon for
anyone who wants to do
well in sales. 

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: She has
multiple Grammy
Awards, multiple
millions of records sold
and multiple planets in
Virgo. She even has her
own hotel! But Gloria
Estefan is one Latin diva
who doesn’t let it go to
her head. Virgo is an
earth sign and its natives
prefer to stay grounded in
the things that make life
truly sweet — family,
hard work and, in
Estefan’s case, the music
that keeps the world
dancing.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

® 2009
CREATORS.COM

HHOLIDAYOLIDAY
MMATHISATHIS

NOBODY ASKS FOR IT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312
Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. 

A friendly Classified Consultant will help you create an ad
that gets results!
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Meeting Day: First Monday of every month
Time: 12:00 Noon
Location: SWCID Campus Maddux Student Center

Keep Big Spring Beautiful!

Contact President Walter Ward
(432) 935-6455

www.keepbigspringbeautiful.org

Projects For September 2009

Mission: To empower Big Spring citizens 
through education to take responsibiity for enhanc-
ing their community environment.

Vision: Every Big Spring citizen will take indi-
vidual responsibility for making Big Spring the 
cleanest, most beautiful city in Texas.

200743

H FM 700 Cleanup • September 12th 
       (9 a.m. at North entrance to fairgrounds)

H General Meeting • September 14th
   (Meet at Cactus Room, Howard College.)

H Howard County Fair • September 30th

News in brief
Some Californians return to rubble even 
as wildfires threaten thousands of homes

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Bert Voorhees and his 
son fetched several cases of wine from the brack-
ish water of their backyard swimming pool, about 
all he salvaged from his home in deadly fires that 
have swept Southern California.

“You’re going to be living in a lunar landscape 
for at least a couple of years, and these trees might 
not come back,” said Voorhees, 53. “Are enough of 
our neighbors going to rebuild?”

Residents began to return to the ashes of their 
homes on Monday and ponder what’s next even 
as the blazes fanned out, destroying 53 homes and 
threatening 12,000 others. Lack of wind has kept 
the flames from driving into the hearts of the dense 
suburbs northeast of Los Angeles.

“This is a very angry fire that we’re fighting right 
now,” U.S. Forest Service Cmdr. Mike Dietrich 
said Monday night. “I’m not overly optimistic but 
yet at the same time, our firefighters are going to 
be taking every action to keep this fire from burn-
ing more destruction.”

Beth Halaas, who lives next door to Voorhees, 
knew her creekside home in Big Tujunga Canyon 
was gone when she saw her favorite Norwegian 
dishware on television news, but she was desper-
ate to see for herself and cajoled fire officials to 
escort her through barricaded roads Monday.

After 8 years of war, more troops may 
mark next phase of fight in Afghanistan

WASHINGTON (AP) — More troops and a new 
strategy for using them are emerging as critical 
components to the 8-year-old effort by U.S. and 
NATO forces to defeat the Taliban and secure 
Afghanistan.

Defense Secretary Robert Gates, acknowledging 
bright spots but also “gloom and doom” in a new 
assessment of the war, said Monday the Obama 
administration would look closely at requests for 
resources.

Asking for more troops is not part of the classified 
assessment delivered by Gen. Stanley McChrystal, 
the top commander in Afghanistan, according to 
officials. However, he is expected to ask for more 
troops in a separate request in a few weeks, two 
NATO officials told The Associated Press on con-
dition of anonymity. They were not authorized to 
speak publicly on the matter.

McChrystal’s assessment is expected to offer a 
blunt appraisal of the Taliban’s increasing tacti-
cal prowess and diminishing popular support in 
Afghanistan for both the foreign-led war effort 
and the fragile, corruption-riddled central govern-
ment.

“The situation in Afghanistan is serious,” 
McChrystal said Monday, and success “demands a 
revised implementation strategy, commitment and 
resolve, and increased unity of effort.”

Mexico struggles to evacuate thousands 
as fierce Hurricane Jimena nears resorts

LOS CABOS, Mexico (AP) — Emergency work-
ers struggled to evacuate thousands of reluctant 
slum dwellers as extremely dangerous Hurricane 
Jimena approached Mexico’s resort-studded Baja 
California Peninsula on Tuesday.

Jimena, just short of Category 5 status with 
winds of near 155 mph (250 kph), could rake 
the harsh desert region fringed with picturesque 
beaches and fishing villages as a major storm by 
Tuesday evening

Police, firefighters and navy personnel drove 
through shantytowns, trying to persuade some 
10,000 people to evacuate shacks made of plastic 
sheeting, wood, reeds and even blankets.

“For the safety of you and your family, board a 
vehicle or head to the nearest shelter,” firefighter 
Ricardo Villalobos bellowed over a loudspeaker 
as his fire truck wound its way through the sand 
streets of Colonia Obrera, a slum built along a 
stream bed that regularly springs to life when a 
hurricane hits.

Alleged abductor talked about 
unstoppable ‘rape fantasy’

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The man accused 
of abducting and sexually abusing Jaycee Lee 
Dugard testified during a previous kidnapping 
and rape case that he prowled through residential 
neighborhoods as a Peeping Tom and had strong 
rape desires.

During his 1977 kidnapping trial, Phillip Garrido 
also said he leered at girls as young as seven and 
10, and he admitted to exposing himself to some of 
them.

He testified that LSD and cocaine acted as sexual 
stimulants, and that he frequently masturbated 
and often in public places including the “side of 
schools, grammar schools and high schools, in my 
own car while I was watching young females.”

The portrait of the 58-year-old Garrido comes 
from trial transcripts and a psychiatric report 
from unrelated case files made public Monday. In 
that case, Garrido was convicted in Reno, Nev., of 
kidnapping a stranger. He later admitted to raping 
her in a rented storage unit described by investiga-
tors as a “sex palace” with items for playing out his 
sexual fantasies.

Gay weddings begin in Vermont as law 
allowing same-sex marriages takes effect

DUXBURY, Vt. (AP) — After 17 years together, 
Bill Slimback and Bob Sullivan couldn’t wait 
another minute to get married. So they didn’t.

With Vermont’s new law allowing same-sex mar-
riage only a minute old, they tied the knot in a mid-
night ceremony at a rustic Vermont lodge, becom-
ing one of the first couples to legally wed under a 

law that took effect at midnight Tuesday.
Dressed in suits, saying their vows under a large 

wall-mounted moose head, the two Whitehall, N.Y., 
men promised their love, exchanged rings and held 
hands during a modest 17-minute ceremony. Moose 
Meadow Lodge co-owner Greg Trulson, who’s also 
a Justice of the Peace, presided.

“It feels wonderful,” said Slimback, 38, an out-of-
work Teamster who is taking Sullivan’s last name 
as his own. “It’s a day I’ve been long waiting for, 
and a day I truly honestly thought would never 
come.”

Government, airline industry are 
prodded to deal with pilot fatigue

WASHINGTON (AP) — Current federal rules for 
how many hours pilots can be scheduled to work 
were written in an age of propellor-driven planes. 
Officials back then defined a reasonable work day 
for a pilot without a scientific understanding of 
fatigue and well before the modern airline indus-
try.

Finding ways to prevent pilot fatigue has sty-
mied federal regulators and the airline industry 
for decades. The National Transportation Safety 
Board has been recommending since 1990 that 
rules on how many hours pilots can be scheduled 
to work be updated to take into account early start-
ing times and frequent takeoffs and landings.

On Tuesday, a committee made up of airline 
officials and union leaders is expected to deliver 
recommendations for updating the regulations. 
Although Federal Aviation Administrator Randy 
Babbitt has promised to vet those recommenda-
tions swiftly and turn them into a formal proposal 
by the FAA, the process will at a minimum take 
months to complete.

NTSB Chairman Deborah Hersman said she 
doesn’t expect the suggestions to be offered Tuesday 
to address all the issues that are part of the fatigue 
problem, but she hopes they will supply a founda-
tion. 

“You have to build all the rest of the house 
around it,” she said.

Poland marks 70th 
anniversary of outbreak of WWII

GDANSK, Poland (AP) — Officials from across 
the Europe and the U.S. gathered in northern 
Poland on Tuesday to mark the outbreak of World 
War II 70 years ago, in a ceremony bringing togeth-
er former foes and friends to pay tribute to the tens 
of millions killed in the conflict.

Ahead of the international commemoration, 
Polish leaders came together at dawn on Gdansk’s 
Westerplatte peninsula for a ceremony marking 
the exact time the German battleship Schleswig-
Holstein shelled a tiny Polish military outpost 
where the Polish navy’s arsenal was housed in the 
war’s opening salvo.



Today is Tuesday, September 
1, the 244th day of 2009. There 
are 121 days left in the year.

Highlights in history on this 
date:

In 1494, France’s King 
Charles VIII invades Italy to 
claim throne of Naples.

In 1674, William of Orange 
takes Grave, Belgium, but is 
unable to invade France.

In 1879, Britain signs peace 
treaty with Zulus in South 
Africa.

In 1923, The Great Kanto 
Earthquake shakes the Tokyo 
metropolitan area, killing more 
than 142,000 people.

In 1942, A federal judge in 
Sacramento, California, 
upholds the wartime detention 
of Japanese-Americans and 
nationals.

In 1945, Japan surrenders 
aboard U.S. battleship Missouri 
at end of World War II.

In 1958, A British soldier is 
killed in Cyprus by Greek 
Cypriot rebels fighting against 
a British plan for partnership 

between Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots.

In 1968, Relief officials in 
Iran say more than 8,000 people 
are known to have perished in 
series of earthquakes.

In 1972, American Bobby 
Fischer wins the international 
chess crown in Reykjavik, 
Iceland, defeating Boris 
Spassky of the Soviet Union.

In 1979,- U.S. space probe 
Pioneer 11 becomes the first 
man-made object to reach 
Saturn, passing through the 
ring plane within 21,000 kilo-
meters (13,000 miles) of Saturn’s 
atmosphere.

In 1993, Bosnia’s government 
rejects a plan to end 17 months 
of ethnic warfare and peace 
talks collapse.

In 1994, San Francisco 
Superior Court jury awards a 
former secretary at Baker & 
McKenzie, the world’s largest 
law firm, a record US$7.1 mil-
lion in punitive damages in a 
sexual-harassment case against 
the firm.

In 2001, Forty-four people are 
killed in one of Tokyo’s worst 
fires, when an explosion and 
blaze rip through a crowded 
gambling parlor and bar in the 
capital’s most popular late-
night entertainment area.

In 2003, A three-member 
Israeli government commis-
sion issues a landmark report 
that found widespread official 
discrimination against the 
country’s Arab citizens.

2006 - An Iranian passenger 
plane in the northeastern city 
of Mashhad skids off the run-
way and rakes its wing along 
the ground, sparking a fire that 
kills 29 of the 148 people.

In  2007, More than two dozen 
Colombian prisoners arrested 
three years ago in an alleged 
plot against President Hugo 
Chavez are freed in a goodwill 
gesture Chavez hopes will help 
facilitate a prisoner exchange 
in Colombia.
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100 Main-West Boxcar
(Downtown)

www.beansworldcafe.com

“Changing Our World With Every Cup”

Hours: 201575

Lunch Mon.-Fri.
11 am - 2:30 pm
Fri. Dinner 4 pm - 9 pm

Coffee Served
Mon.-Fri.
9 am - 2:30 pm

K.C. Steaks
& Seafood, Inc.

432-263-1651 
N. Service Rd I-20 W • Big Spring, TX 200155

Spanish Inn 
Since 1943

267-9340
200 N. W. 3rd St.

Tuesday Thru Saturday 11 am-2 pm & 5 pm - 9 pm
201757

   300 N. Gregg St.                                                 267-2310
201582

Alberto’s #2
Serving

West Texas
Since
1974

Brenda’s BBQ & More
904 East 3rd Street
(432) 263-2899

Tuesday thru Saturday 11 am-9 pm
Dine In, Carry Out, Catering

200822

In The Big Spring Mall

Mon.-Fri. 11 am - 7 pm
Saturday 12 Noon to 7 pm

• Daily Lunch Specials
• Soup, Salads & Sandwiches
• 24 Flavors Of Blue Bell Ice Cream

Dell’s Cafe
• Great Breakfast
• Lunch Served Mon-Fri.

1608 E. 4th St.
Mon.-Sat. 6 am - 2 pm

267-9323
200529

Wagon 
             Wheel

Drive In - 2010 Scurry St.
267-2851 200158

Buffalo Country Fina
4911 S. Hwy. 87                                                    267-5050

- Breakfast and Daily Lunch
- Call In Orders Welcome
- Catering Also Available

6 am to 2 pm - Monday thru Saturday

Burger
Special
$5.89

20
17

56

DINING AROUND 
TOWN

Taste-test these local restaurants for a variety of great food.

1808 E. Hwy 350
Big Spring TX

1-432-517-4901
Monday Thru Firday

Saturday
10:30am-9pm

10:30am-2pm & 4:30pm-9pm

FIREHOUSE RESTAURANT.indd   1 8/18/09   8:26:10 AM

201860

201829

3 Enchiladas, A Chalupa,
Taco, Rice & Beans

2 Hamburgers with
Fries And Drinks

Pork Chops & Eggs

Daily Specials

$7.95

$3.69

$5.99

Hours
7 am - 8 pm

1103 E. 11th
517-4298

Hours
7 am - 8 pm

Dear Annie: I met 
“William” at work three 
years ago, and it was 
obvious he had feelings 
for me. I felt no attrac-
tion and turned down 
his advances, but as 
soon as I left that job, he 
began calling me sever-
al times a day.

At first I ignored the 
calls, but every once in 
a while I would answer 
and tell him to leave me 
alone. 

He would say he loved 
me and wanted a rela-
tionship. Then he said if 
I refused to give him a 
chance, he would end 
his life. I’m ashamed to 
say, I was so annoyed 
that I said I didn’t care. 
Then I blocked his 
phone number.

The calls stopped for 
about six months, but 
started up again and 
this time included 
texts. 

I blocked that number, 
as well, and he was quiet 
for about a year. 
Recently, he began tex-
ting me again from a 
new phone number, but 
this time he just said, 
“Hello, how are you?” 

Being an idiot, I wrote 
back that I was fine and 
asked how he was. By 
then I had moved to 
another state, but he 
somehow found out and 
sent me a very uncom-
fortable message asking 
what I would think if he 
showed up here, a good 
1,000 miles away.

This scared me, and I 

told him to stop it imme-
diately, that he was 
being a creepy stalker 
and to leave me alone. 

He called me some 
vulgar names and said 
he was just in love. I 
never replied. Now he 
keeps texting. How do I 
make him stop? 

I can’t change my 
phone number because 
it’s the only way people 
have to contact me. — 
Creeped Out in 
Wyoming

Dear Creeped Out: 
There are anti-stalking 
laws in most states that 
cover “textual harass-
ment.” 

Since you have noti-
fied William that you 
want him to stop con-
tacting you and he keeps 
texting, notify the police 
and your cell phone 
company. Keep a record 
of his messages, but do 
not contact him again 
for any reason.

Dear Annie: I live 15 
minutes away from my 
in-laws and see them 
often with my wife and 
children. 

The problem is, when 
my own family visits 
from across the coun-
try, my in-laws feel they 
should be included in 
the festivities and 
become offended if we 
neglect to invite them to 
anything.

I have tried to explain 
that time with my fami-
ly is precious. I want 

my daugh-
ters to get 
to know 
my par-
ents bet-
ter. 

I can’t 
seem to 
make my 
i n - l a w s 
u n d e r -
stand I’d 
like some 
s p a c e 
when my 
family vis-
its, and I 
am begin-
ning to 
resent their selfishness. 

We spend the majority 
of holidays with my in-
laws, and my parents 
never complain. The 
situation seems to get 
worse every year. Is it 
asking too much for my 
parents to get some pri-
vate time? — D.

	
Dear D.: Of course 

not, but you have to be 
firm and your wife has 
to support you. The next 
time your parents are 
scheduled to visit, your 
wife should make it 
clear to her parents that 
they are not to horn in 
on her in-laws’ time 
with you or the chil-
dren. 

You should invite 
them to share one event, 
but that’s it. If they get 
offended, it’s their prob-
lem. Don’t let them guilt 
you into capitulating.

Dear Annie: 

“Desperate 
in Pennsyl-
v a n i a ” 
asked about 
a click in 
her throat. 
She may 
want to get 
a CT scan to 
rule out 
Eagle’s syn-
d r o m e , 
where an 
e l o n g a t e d 
part of the 
t e m p o r a l 
bone of the 
skull con-
tacts the 

adjacent anatomical 
structures.

Patients usually 
exhibit unilateral neck 
pain, sore throat or tin-
nitus (ringing or click-
ing in the ears). 
Sometimes the physi-
cian can palpate the tip 
of the styloid process in 
the back of the throat. If 
she is diagnosed with 
Eagle’s syndrome, treat-
ment is a surgical pro-
cedure called a partial 
styloidectomy. Hope 
this helps. — Dentist in 
Hawaii

	
Dear Hawaii: Thanks 

for the suggestion. We 
hope “Pennsylvania” 
will check out all the 
possibilities.

Dear Annie: Two 
years ago, my husband 
attended an out-of-town 
business convention. 
While he was away, I 

received a call from his 
cell phone. In the back-
ground, I could hear 
laughter and loud 
music, and the muffled 
voice of my husband 
saying, “My wife 
wouldn’t really approve 
of this.” My heart sank.

When I interrogated 
him for nearly two 
hours the next morning, 
my fears were con-
firmed. 

He said the company 
sponsored an excursion 
to a strip club. I was 
home thousands of 
miles away caring for 
our five children, and 
he was off on “business” 
looking at naked 
women. 

He denied receiving a 
lap dance, which was 
my initial suspicion, 
and insisted the com-
ment was in reference 
to his smoking a ciga-
rette. 

Recently we were out 
with one of his co-work-
ers, who brought up the 
hilarious time when 
“Bob’s” cell phone 
dialed me in the middle 
of a lap dance. I was 
furious. 

Now he says that yes, 
he did receive a lap 
dance paid for by the 
company. He claims he 
lied because he knew 
how angry I’d be.

I am not a prude by 
any means. I am a fun-
loving, hardworking, 
adventurous wife. His 
needs at home have 
always been met with a 

smile. 
To be disrespected in 

such a manner is beyond 
my understanding. This 
situation could be a 
marriage wrecker if I 
don’t figure out how to 
get past it. He refuses 
counseling. What should 
I do? — Mortified in the 
Midwest

	
Dear Mortified: 

Enlightened companies 
do not undermine their 
employees’ marriages 
by encouraging visits to 
strip clubs and paying 
for lap dances. 

It is not only vulgar 
and juvenile, it can 
intimidate otherwise 
sensible men into par-
ticipating in order to be 
part of the group (and 
can be viewed as sexual 
harassment toward 
female employees).

Your problem is com-
pounded by the fact that 
your husband lied. If 
this is the only instance 
where he has had a lapse 
in judgment, please try 
to forgive him. You have 
five children, and a one-
time idiocy should not 
break up your marriage. 
Since we understand 
how difficult this is, 
please get counseling on 
your own.

Annie’s Mailbox is 
written by Kathy Mitchell 
and Marcy Sugar, long-
time editors of the Ann 
Landers column.

® 2009 CREATORS.
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PORT ARANSAS (AP) 
— Three Texas boaters 
missing for a week were 
reunited with their fam-
ilies early Sunday after 
they were found alive, 
sitting on top of their 
capsized catamaran 180 
miles from land, the 
Coast Guard said.

The crew of the Afford-
able Fantasy spotted the 
men Saturday night off 
Port Aransas and res-
cued them from their 
23-foot catamaran, said 
Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Renee Aiello. A Coast 
Guard boat met them 
and brought them back 
to land, where emergen-
cy management servic-
es crews were waiting 
for them. They declined 
medical attention.

They were identified 
as Curtis Hall, 28, of 
Palacios; Tressel Hawk-
ins, 43, of Markham; 
and James Phillips, 30, 
of Blessing, who owned 
the boat.

The three were report-
ed missing Aug. 22 af-
ter they left Matagorda, 
about 90 miles south-
west of Houston, on a 
fishing trip and never 
returned. Port Aransas 
is about 130 miles from 
Matagorda.

The three went to 
sleep that Friday night 
and were awakened by 

water coming in, said 
Shane Phillips, whose 
husband, James, was re-
laxing Sunday with his 
five children.

“They tried to start the 
pumps to get the water 
out,” she told the Hous-
ton Chronicle. “They 
would not start.”

They fired off three 
flares hoping to get the 

attention of workers at 
a nearby oil rig, but no 
one responded. The boat 
capsized that night.

The Coast Guard offi-
cials said they survived 
because they stuck with 
the boat. The men also 
rationed bubble gum 
and crackers and used 
a hose to suck fresh wa-
ter out of the internal 
“washdown” tank. Fish-
ermen often keep such a 
tank to wash fish slime 
off their boat when they 
are out in the salt wa-
ter.

“It’s not the cleanest, 
not the greatest and 
it tasted like diesel,” 
Shane Phillips told the 
newspaper.

The Coast Guard had 
called off its search Fri-
day after scouring 86,000 
square miles of water 
without finding them.

“It’s like finding a 
needle in a haystack out 
in the Gulf of Mexico,” 
Aiello said late Satur-
day. “It’s obvious they 
had a will to survive, 
and they did it for seven 
days.”

Hall’s fiancee, Re-
becca Kern, said it was 
difficult to describe her 
emotions. “It’s just been 
a roller coaster of emo-
tions all week, the not 
knowing, getting upset 
and fearing for them out 
there. We weren’t going 
to give up,” she said. 
“We knew they were out 
there on that boat and 
we had to bring them 
home.”

W
hen the car 
stopped 
curbside in 
front of our 

house, Art called, “You 
have another bird!” 
Since there had been 
no warn-
ing of a 
delivery, I 
wondered 
what 
else was 
coming 
our way 
during the 
last week 
of August.

As 
she ap-
proached 
the front 
porch, the woman 
looked familiar. Having 
brought me nestlings in 
the past, she was disap-
pointed that, because 
of the demands of her 
own growing family, 

she couldn’t raise the 
youngster clutched in 
her hand.

Opening her fingers 
slowly as I raised a 
swallow from her grasp, 
the woman thanked me 
for taking her charge. 
Feeding it insects, and 
often, would not be a 
problem, I thought. 
Figuring out which 
specie was going to be 
the challenge.

When Art saw the 
grayish-brown hues of 
the top of the bird and 
the lighter feathers be-
neath, he asked where 
had she found it. Hav-
ing removed its nest 
from the quarry located 
between Big Spring and 
Garden City, a work-
man had given it to 
the woman’s husband. 
Since we had driven by 
the limestone facility 
on our way to pick up 

a hawk one year, we 
were familiar with the 
surrounding rangeland 
and the product that 
lay hidden beneath the 
scrubs and grasses.

Agreeing it was one 
of the plainest swallows 
we had ever seen, we 
could tell by the devel-
opment of its feathers 
that it was close to 
becoming a fledgling. 
Our only clue as to its 
identity would be if it 
resembled its parents. 

For four days, the 
swallow dined and 
exercised. 

Upon calling Gail 
Barnes at South Plains 
in Lubbock, I men-
tioned we were still 
unsure as to what we 
had, even though we 
had looked through nu-
merous books. We were 
headed her way.

When no call came 
after our visit, I sensed 
we weren’t the only 
ones in the dark. The 
ringing of the phone 
several days later was 
welcome. “You had a 
northern rough-winged 
swallow. It’s doing 
well,” said Gail.

Concentrating on 
that particular specie, 

we had concerns that 
required more reading.

Although the rough-
wings normally used 
burrows they dug into 
the banks or bluffs 
along rivers or streams, 
they would adapt to 
what the surrounding 
terrain offered. Perhaps 
the parents had built 
a flimsy nest of dried 
grasses and leaves in 
a pipe. Known to find 
crevices under bridges, 
or holes in walls, the 
swallows had adjusted 
to the western environ-
ment and succeeded in 
raising their young.

In handling the swal-
low, we had not felt 

or seen any “rough” 
segment on the leading 
edges of the wings.

Through our search 
for more information, 
we learned the bird 
would acquire this 
distinction after a year 
of development.

At that time, along the 
outer primary feather 
of each wing, tiny 
hooks would combine 
into a saw-like effect. 
In flight, these serra-
tions contribute to a 
whistling vibration that 
assists in courtship.

Although we had 
enjoyed having another 
specie, we were to miss 
other facets of its life. 

In its juvenile plum-
age, the northern 
rough-winged swallow, 
attired in the most 
colorful rendition of its 
growth, would have its 
throat and upper breast 
covered by a soft buff 
hue. Cinnamon-colored 
wing bars would high-
light its announcement 
of emerging adulthood.

With breeding matu-
rity achieved, the bird 
again would be the drab 
coloration of its nest-
ling days.

 
 Bebe McCasland 

is federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds. 
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Bird Poop:
Young swallow keeps
its rescuers guessing

Courtesy photo

Found throughout the United States during the summer, the northern rough-
winged swallow winters in the southern hemisphere. With an appetite for 
flies, cotton-boll weevils, moths and dragonflies, the bird’s wingspan, more 
than double its length, contributes to its notable flight abilities. Bebe

McCasland

Rescued boaters back with families

AP photo/Houston Chronicle/James Nielsen

James Phillips, right, one of three fisherman who 
were rescued after eight days adrift in the Gulf of 
Mexico hugs his daughter Laney Phillips, 7, as his 
wife Shane Phillips looks on Sunday in Blessing, 
Texas.


