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To reach us:
Please call 263-7331. 
Office hours are 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. If you miss your 
paper, please call (432) 
263-7335 before 6 p.m. 
weekdays and 10 a.m. 
Sunday.
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Sherry Newton talks with a customer during this morning’s Farmer’s market sale at Heart 
of the City Park. The next Farmer’s market will be held Saturday morning.

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

For 80 years the Big Spring 
Airport has served as a bea-
con of support for aircraft 
pilots all over the world, and 
Saturday the facility’s staff 
will celebrate that anniver-
sary in style.

Kelly Myrick, administra-
tive assistant for the airport, 
said she and Airpark Director 
Jim Little are hoping to bring 
in a pair of vintage aircraft 
for the observance.

“We’ve talked to the Com-
memorative Air Force (CAF) 

in Midland, and they are will-
ing to fly a pair of World War 
II aircraft in for the anniver-
sary,” said Myrick. “One is 
a SNJ Fighter and the other 
is a PT-19 trainer aircraft. 
The PT-19 is an open cockpit 
plane, the kind you see in the 
movies where the pilot has 
the goggles and scarf on.”

And while looking at and 
examining this pair of re-
stored aircraft is certainly a 
treat, Myrick said the airport 
administration is hoping to 
take it one step further.

See AIRPORT, Page 3A

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

When Big Spring native Caleb Al-
len became the fourth of his brothers 
to join the U.S. military five years ago, 
the last place the Navy-recruit imag-
ined himself being was on the hot sand 
of Iraq.

However, thanks to a military pro-
gram that basically placed Allen, now 
an aviation machinist 2nd Class, on loan 
to the U.S. Army, the West Texas man 
found himself a part of the 3rd Army In-
fantry Division in southern Iraq.

These days, however, Allen serves 
aboard the USS Ronald Reagan, an aircraft 
carrier and floating city that’s home to more 
than 4,500 U.S. naval men. Responsible for 
making repairs to the engines of the carriers’ 
“teeth” — F/A18 Hornets and Super Hornets 

fighter aircraft — Allen said his experience 
on the ground with the Army has given him a 
unique perspective on the battles being fought 
in and around Afghanistan.

See ALLEN, Page 3A

Keeping
them flying

Photos courtesy of the U.S. Navy, boeing

Above, Aviation machinist 2nd Class Caleb Allen of big 
Spring works on an aircraft engine aboard the USS Ronald 
Reagan. At left, a F/A 18 Hornet takes off from a carrier.

Caleb Allen’s job isn’t glamorous, 
but it’s vital to the military’s effort

Airport to celebrate
80-year existence
Saturday afternoon
Public support encouraged

Herald Staff Report

Big Spring is looking for 
leaders. Don’t worry, train-
ing is available.

The Big Spring Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is accept-
ing applications for the Big 
Spring Leadership program, 
set to begin Aug. 20 at the Dora 
Roberts Community Center 

Lake Room.
Deadline for 

applications is 3 
p.m. July 31. 

The program 
is designed to in-
crease leadership 
skills and learn 
more about the 

community.
Applicants must we willing 

to commit to one full day — 
the second Thursday of each 
month — for 10 months with 
the exception of August. This 
year, the class will be taking 
part in Professional Develop-
ment Day at Howard College. 
Those persons who have dem-
onstrated management and/
or leadership ability, have 
shown an interest in commu-

nity affairs, and have time 
and talent to offer the com-
munity, are invited to apply. 

“We are certain someone in 
your organization or in your 
acquaintance will be able 
to profit from this excellent 
opportunity,” said Debbye 
ValVerde, Chamber execu-

See LEADERS, Page 3A

Big Spring looking for leaders

ValVerde
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BSHS football season tickets
going on sale Monday at ATC

Season tickets for the upcoming 2009 Big Spring 
High School football season go on sale for previous 
season ticket holders Monday and will remain 
available through Aug. 6. 

The general public can then begin purchasing 
season tickets Aug. 3 through Aug. 12. 

Cost is $30 for a total of six home games. Tickets  
can be purchased from Kay Cook at the Athletic 
Training Center from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday during the dates alotted for 
sales.

For more information, call Kay Cook at 264-3661.

Big Spring Quarterback Club
having first meeting of year

The Big Spring Quarterback Club will be meet-
ing at 6 p.m. Monday at the Athletic Training 
Center. 

Parents of Big Spring Junior High or High School 
football players are encouraged to attend. 

Also, anyone interested in placing an ad in the 
2009 Football Program may pick up a form at the 

ATC or contact Denise Carrillo at 816-1685. Deadline 
to place ads in the program is Aug. 7.

Big Spring Tennis Camp
begins Aug. 3 at Figure 7

Big Spring High School Tennis Coach Dana 
Jones is teaming with Big Spring Junior High 
Tennis Coach Jason Fisher and Certified Tennis 
Instructor Ted Olesen to host the Big Spring Tennis 
Camp Aug. 3-7 at Figure 7 Tennis Center in 
Comanche Trail Park.

Instruction begins daily at 8 a.m. and concludes 
at noon. Cost is $65. Interested participants can 
register the first morning of the camp. All ability 
levels are welcome.

Benefit golf tournament scheduled
for Gilbert ‘Tavi’ Rodriguez

A benefit golf tournament has been scheduled for 
Sunday at the Comanche Trail Golf Course for 
Gilbert “Tavi” Rodriguez.

Format for the tournament will be a four-man 
scramble and teams must be registered no later 
than 10:30 a.m. that day. Play will begin at 11 a.m.

Entry fees are $100 per team — $25 per player — 
and does not include green fees or golf cart rental.

Closest to the pin prizes will be available on Nos. 
3, 6, 11 and 14.

All proceeds will got to Rodriguez’s medical 
expenses.

For more information, contact Billy Pineda at 
432-213-4943.

Country club site
for 2-person tourney

Big Spring Country Club will host a two-person 
low-ball golf tournament Saturday and Sunday offi-
cials announced.

Entry fee is $60 per player plus golf cart. Private 
carts are welcome. Entry includes a barbecue meal 
on the course July 25.

Practice rounds will be available the day prior to 
the tournament’s start.

The tournament will feature a shotgun start at 1 
p.m. both days. The field will be flighted by first 
round scores.

For more information, contact the BSCC pro shop 
at 267-5354.

Sports in brief

JAIME ARON

AP Sports Writer
DALLAS — Ever since Michael Irvin retired, 

he’s been hearing that the Dallas Cowboys could 
use another receiver like him.

Irvin believes he’s delivering that guy to them.
Jesse Holley — a tall, flamboyant receiver with a 

great smile and plenty of charisma — was revealed 
Monday night as the winner of “4th and Long,” the 

reality TV show on Spike that was organized and 
hosted by the Hall of Famer.

Holley’s prize is the 80th spot on the Cowboys’ 
training-camp roster and a standard rookie con-
tract. However, with Terrell Owens gone and few 
proven receivers left, Irvin believes the 25-year-old 
Holley could be more than just a practice body.

“There’s a great opportunity for my guy, Jesse, to 
do some wonderful things,” Irvin told The 
Associated Press. “I think the world of Jesse. I 

don’t think he’ll let us down. I would not be a bit 
surprised if you guys end up saying, ‘Wow, look at 
what this guy has become.’”

Holley outlasted five other receivers and six 
defensive backs to earn this unprecedented ticket 
into an NFL camp. Considering all of his Irvin-
esque qualities, Holley was a shoo-in, right?

“I can’t tell you that I haven’t thought about it,”

See COWBOYS, Page 2B

Big fish

Courtesy photo

Big fish stories take evidence to prove validity. Tom Olague III of Big Spring is pictured 
above with his massive catch made Sunday. Olague and his friend Robert Villegas of 
Midland pulled a 50-pound yellow catfish out of Comanche Trail Lake. The fish was so 
heavy Villegas had to get into the water to help pull it into the boat.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Authorities 
say former NFL star Steve McNair had a 
blood-alcohol level twice Tennessee’s legal 
limit for driving when his girlfriend shot 
him to death.

Tennessee Assistant Medical Examiner 
Feng Li said Monday that a toxicology report 
showed a trace amount of marijuana in the 
body of Sahel Kazemi. 

Police say the 20-year-old Kazemi shot 
McNair July 4 in a Nashville condo before 

killing herself.
Police say McNair was likely asleep when 

he was shot twice in the head and twice in 
the chest.

Li said there was no way to tell from the 
report how long before McNair’s death he 
had been drinking.

Kazemi was arrested for drunken driving 
in Nashville two days before the shooting. 
Police video of the arrest showed her telling 
the officer that she was high.

STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON — Texas catch-
er Jarrod Saltalamacchia grew 
up watching John Smoltz 
pitch, then began his major 
league career on the same 
team.

While Saltalamacchia never 
got to catch Smoltz in a game 
before being traded halfway 
through his rookie season two 
years ago, he finally got to hit 
against him on Monday night 
— and knocked him out of the 
game.

Saltalamacchia homered on 
the next pitch after David 
Murphy’s two-run shot in the 
sixth, chasing Smoltz as the 
Rangers beat the suddenly 
slumping Boston Red Sox 6-3.

“It was surreal,” 
Saltalamacchia said.

Smoltz (1-3) was still with 
Atlanta when Saltalamacchia 
made his major league debut 
before being traded to Texas. 
They finally played in the same 
game when the 42-year-old 
Smoltz made his fifth start for 
Boston since shoulder surgery 
last summer.

“He was throwing a great 
game,” Texas’ Michael Young 
said. “He still has good life on 
his fastball, has a really tight 
bite on his slider. ... Fortunately, 
we strung together some good 

at-bats and broke through with 
a big inning.”

Young led off the sixth with 
his third hit, a homer to left 
that tied the game 2-2.

Hank Blalock then had an 
RBI single before scoring on 
Murphy’s homer. Pitching 
coach John Farrell visited the 
mound, but Saltalamacchia hit 
the next pitch onto the grassy 
hill in straightaway center and 
Smoltz was done — after giv-
ing up three homers in an 
inning for only the second time 
in his 21-year career.

“The two-run homer was the 
backbreaker for me. I’m frus-
trated. I’m pleased with the 
way I’m throwing the baseball, 
but the results have been 
awful. They haven’t matched 
the effort,” Smoltz said. “I’ll 
have a hard time sleeping 
tonight.”

The Red Sox have lost three 
straight, the latest loss allow-
ing the New York Yankees to 
tie them for the AL East lead. 
Boston has scored only six 
runs in those losses.

“We’re certainly not hitting 
on all cylinders. Sometimes 
this game can frustrate you a 
little bit,” manager Terry 
Francona said. “We’ve got to 
keep fighting because some-
times it’s not as easy as you

See RANGERS, Page 2B

AP photo/LM Otero

Texas Rangers catcher Jarrod Saltalamacchia hits a solo home 
run in the sixth inning of an AL baseball game against the 
Boston Red Sox in Arlington Monday. The Rangers hit three 
homers off of Boston’s John Smoltz on their way to a 6-3 win.

Smoltz smoked
Rangers belt 3 homers
in 6-3 win over Red Sox

WR Holley headed to Cowboys camp courtesy of reality show

Autopsy shows McNair intoxicated when shot
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Everett Bender
Everett Bender, 55, of Big Spring 

passed away at his residence July 
20, 2009. He was born March 13, 
1954, in El Paso to Eugene and 
Evelyn Bender.

Everett was reared in a northern 
Virginia suburb of Washington, 
D.C. He graduated from George 
Mason University in 1976 with 
a bachelor of science degree in 
business administration. His first 

employment was with The American Lawyer’s 
Association in Washington, D.C. He later worked 
as a corporate trainer with The Dale Carnegie 
Institute.

On July 4, 1983, he married Evelyn Wilkerson 
in Big Spring. He and Evelyn have operated Miss 
Royale’ Fashion Center for many years.

He was involved in politics, having served as a 
regional director in Pat Robertson’s presidential 
campaign.  He was a former Republican County 
Chairman in Howard County.

He established the Christian Training Center in 
Big Spring and ministered with and to the commu-
nity leaders. He organized community-wide events 
and hosted the National Day of Prayer for several 
years.

He is survived by his wife, Evelyn Bender of Big 
Spring; his father, Eugene Bender of Vienna, Va.; 
two brothers, Eldon Bender and wife Mary of New 
Market, N.H., and Ernest Bender and wife Mavis of 
Vienna, Va. He is also survived by one brother-in-
law, Homer Wilkerson and wife Stina; a nephew, 
Hardy Wilkerson and wife Stefanie and their sons 
Heath and Jared; one niece and several other neph-
ews.

Everett was preceded in death by his mother, 
Evelyn F. Bender in 1986.

Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, 
July 24, 2009, at Trinity Baptist Church. Interment 
will follow at Trinity Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Thursday at the funeral home.

The family suggests memorials to the charity of 
your choice.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Felix Garcia
Felix Garcia Sr., 89, of Big 

Spring, died Friday, July 17, 2009, 
at his residence. Funeral services 
will be at 2 p.m. Tuesday, July 21, 
2009, at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Catholic Church with the Rev. 
Ariel Lagunilla officiating. Burial 
with military Honors will follow at 
Trinity Memorial Park. Vigil ser-
vices will be at 6:30 p.m. Monday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel.

Felix was born to Dolores and Felix Garcia Sept. 
29, 1919, in Kyle, Texas. He moved to Big Spring in 
1946 from Lamesa. He married Esther Moraida on 
Dec. 23, 1942, in Big Spring. She preceded him in 
death Oct. 10, 1983. He was a veteran of the United 
States Army, serving in World War II. He worked 
for the Veterans Administration Medical Center for 
35 years. He was a member of St. Thomas Catholic 
Church.

He is survived by eight sons: Felix Garcia Jr. 
and his wife Lucile of San Antonio, Raymond 
Garcia, Freddie Garcia, Daniel Garcia and his 
wife Frances, Bobby Garcia, Jesse Garcia, Edward 
Garcia Sr. and his wife Jo Ann, Abel Garcia Sr. and 
his wife Annette, all of Big Spring; three daughters: 
Mary Esther Hernandez, Mary Dolores Bustamante 
and her husband Oscar Sr. of Big Spring and 
JoAnne Silguero and her husband Gregorio Jr. of 
San Marcos; four brothers: Curtis Garcia of San 
Marcos, Roy Garcia of New Braunfels and Henry 
Garcia and Fred Garcia of San Marcos; four sisters: 
Gloria Garcia of San Marcos, Judy Esquivel and  
Matilda Juarez of Austin and Linda Garcia of San 
Marcos; 31 grandchildren; 51 great grandchildren 
and four great-great grandchildren.

In addition to his parents and wife, he was pre-
ceded in death by two sons: Joe and Albert Garcia; 
two brothers: David Sr. and Willie Garcia Sr. and 
one sister: Margie Moralez.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Phillip Rey Hilario
Phillip Rey Hilario, infant, died Friday, July 17, 

2009, at Odessa Regional Medical Center. Graveside 
services will be at 10 a.m. Wednesday at Trinity 
Memorial Park with Teresa Rocha officiating.

He was born July 17, 2009, in Odessa.
He is survived by his mother: Megan Hilario 

of Big Spring; father: Adam Diaz of Big Spring; 
grandparents:  Ascencion Hilario Jr. and his wife 
Frances of Big Spring, Michelle Leos of Midland 
and Alisa and Ernesto Diaz of Big Spring; two 
uncles: Isaac Hilario and Kenny Hilario; and one 
aunt:  Stacie Hilario.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity Monday:

• DENVER RAY HEFFINGTON, 24, 4111 Muir, 
was arrested on a charge of public intoxication.

• DARRIN LEE WEBB, 38, 509 E. 17th, was arrested 
on a charge of public intoxication.

• ERNEST CLARK, 69, no address given, was 
arrested on a charge of public intoxication.

• KIMBERLY DAUGHTERY, 40, 2626 Fairchild, 
was arrested on a local warrant.

• HENRY JEROME WHITE, 27, 8717 W. 8th, was 
arrested on a charge of possession of marijuana.

• APRIL EDWARDS, 24, 2511 Chanute, was arrest-
ed on a charge of possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

• MARK TIMOTHY STANLEY, 47, 1800 Lancaster, 
was arrested on a charge of public intoxication.

• AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY 
WEAPON was reported in the 1500 block of 
Sycamore.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 
1900 block of Highway 87 and the 500 block of 17th.

• ASSAULT BY THREATS was reported in the 500 
block of 17th.

• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 
reported in the 400 block of Gregg.

• ASSAULT CAUSING BODILY INJURY was 
reported in the 1800 block of 15th.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 
in the 2600 block of Ent.

• CRIMINAL TRESPASS WARNING was reported 
in the 1500 block of Scurry.

• FAILURE TO REPORT INJURY ACCIDENT 
was reported in the 1700 block of Chanute.

• TERRORISTIC THREAT was reported in the 
3600 block of Hamilton.

• THEFT was reported in the 2000 block of Gregg, 
the 3600 block of Hamilton and the 400 block of 
Dallas.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity Monday (Note: officials reported 
82 prisoners in the county jail):

• LUIS BARRERA, 50, was transferred from BSPD 
after his arrest on a charge of interference with the 
public duties of a peace officer.

• ERNEST CLARK, 69, was transferred from BSPD 
after his arrest on a charge of public intoxication.

• KIMBERLY LYNN DAUGHERTY, 40, was trans-
ferred from BSPD after her arrest on a charge of 
disregarded stop sign or stop light.

• DENVER RAY HEFFINGTON, 24, was trans-
ferred from BSPD after his arrest on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• ALBERTO RODRIGUEZ JIMINEZ, 46, was 
arrested on a parole revocation warrant.

• DAVID MENDEZ, 23, was arrested on charges 
of driving while license invalid and failure to 
appear.

• MOHAMMED NEMOUCHE, 48, was arrested on 
a probation violation warrant.

• DARYL RAY NEWBERN, 49, was transferred 
from BSPD after being arrested on a charge of pub-
lic intoxication.

• WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 20, was arrested on 
two charges of criminal trespass and one charge of 
theft over $500 but less than $1,500.

• MARK TIMOTHY STANLEY, 47, was trans-
ferred from BSPD after being arrested on a charge 
of public intoxication.

• DARRIN LEE WEBB, 38, 38, was transferred 
from BSPD after being arrested on a charge of pub-
lic intoxication.

• HENRY JEROME WHITE, 27, was transferred 
from BSPD after being arrested on a charge of pos-
session of marijuana  under two ounces.

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency 
Medical Service reported the following activity 
Monday:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of E. 
11th. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3300 block of 
Duke. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Main. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of 
Cornell. One person was transported to SMMC.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 5-9-17-20. Bonus Ball: 
17.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 
0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 4-8-24-25-27.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 5-5-1-5. Sum 
It Up: 16.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 2-6-4. Sum It 
Up: 12.

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed
7/22

87/68
Variable
clouds with
scattered
thunder-
storms. High
87F.

Sunrise:
6:55 AM

Sunset:
8:50 PM

Thu
7/23

87/71
Scattered
thunder-
storms pos-
sible.

Sunrise:
6:55 AM

Sunset:
8:49 PM

Fri
7/24

98/73
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
upper 90s
and lows in
the low 70s.

Sunrise:
6:56 AM

Sunset:
8:49 PM

Sat
7/25

100/75
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs 98 to
102F and
lows in the
mid 70s.

Sunrise:
6:57 AM

Sunset:
8:48 PM

Sun
7/26

98/74
Mix of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
upper 90s
and lows in
the mid 70s.

Sunrise:
6:57 AM

Sunset:
8:48 PM

Brownsville
98/75

Houston
95/73

Austin
98/73

Dallas
92/71

El Paso
86/72

Amarillo
82/60

San Antonio
101/75

Big Spring
87/68

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 87 68 t-storm Kingsville 101 75 t-storm
Amarillo 82 60 t-storm Livingston 93 70 t-storm
Austin 98 73 t-storm Longview 90 68 t-storm
Beaumont 91 72 t-storm Lubbock 77 63 t-storm
Brownsville 98 75 pt sunny Lufkin 91 69 t-storm
Brownwood 91 70 t-storm Midland 85 70 t-storm
Corpus Christi 98 77 t-storm Raymondville 102 75 mst sunny
Corsicana 91 70 t-storm Rosenberg 96 73 t-storm
Dallas 92 71 t-storm San Antonio 101 75 t-storm
Del Rio 100 79 t-storm San Marcos 99 73 t-storm
El Paso 86 72 t-storm Sulphur Springs 89 68 pt sunny
Fort Stockton 89 70 t-storm Sweetwater 86 67 t-storm
Gainesville 90 68 t-storm Tyler 90 67 t-storm
Greenville 90 66 pt sunny Weatherford 92 69 t-storm
Houston 95 73 t-storm Wichita Falls 90 66 t-storm

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 83 66 pt sunny Minneapolis 80 62 mst sunny
Boston 80 64 rain New York 82 68 t-storm
Chicago 75 61 rain Phoenix 104 84 t-storm
Dallas 92 71 t-storm San Francisco 78 56 pt sunny
Denver 84 59 mst sunny Seattle 82 58 sunny
Houston 95 73 t-storm St. Louis 79 63 pt sunny
Los Angeles 83 65 mst sunny Washington, DC 88 71 t-storm
Miami 89 79 t-storm

Moon Phases

Last
Jul 15

New
Jul 22

First
Jul 28

Full
Aug 6

UV Index
Wed
7/22

7
High

Thu
7/23

9
Very High

Fri
7/24
11

Extreme

Sat
7/25
11

Extreme

Sun
7/26
11

Extreme

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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Irvin said, laughing 
hysterically. “But we 
won three Super Bowls 
with the real Michael 
Irvin, so it’s not a bad 
thing that he fits the 
Michael Irvin profile.”

While Holley now calls 
himself “The Michael 
Irvin Project,” he’s also 
quick to note that he 
and Irvin didn’t click 
right away.

“It wasn’t love at first 
sight,” Holley said. “It 
was more like a roman-
tic rendezvous. He start-
ed to see more of him in 
me because of how hard 
I worked, how consis-
tent I was, how I took to 
coaching.”

The 6-foot-3, 216-pound 
Holley is faster than 
Irvin was, but more 
lanky. He’s also less 
experienced, having 
played basketball and 
football while at North 
Carolina.

Holley was a backup 
point guard on the Tar 
Heels’ 2005 national 
champion basketball 
team, then gave up bas-
ketball a few months 
later because he real-
ized guys his size were 

more likely to make it 
as a pro in football. He 
put his decision in ink, 
getting a tattoo of stee-
pled hands wearing 
receiver’s gloves, sur-
rounded by the words 
“Heavenly Received.”

But Holley’s only pre-
vious shot at the NFL 
was with the Cincinnati 
Bengals in 2007, going 
through training camp 
and about six weeks on 
their practice squad. 

He said he earned a 
job in the CFL in ‘08, but 
left without playing 
because of a contract 
dispute.

He didn’t even have 
another tryout with an 
NFL team, prompting a 
tough-love chat with his 
godfather.

“He told me he didn’t 
want me to be that guy 
who is 29, 30 years old 
and still chasing his 
football dream,” Holley 
said. “He said, ‘You’re a 
smart kid. Give yourself 
a timetable of when you 
are going to stop this.’ 
So I told myself 2009 
would be my last time 
trying to make this foot-
ball thing happen.

“Then ‘4th and Long’ 
came along.”

A publicist at North 
Carolina steered pro-
ducers to Holley. His 
first interview was sup-

posed to last 10 minutes; 
it went 45. He wound up 
in Dallas, living in the 
Cotton Bowl stadium 
along the other contes-
tants.

All the wannabes had 
something that kept 
them from making it 
before. Joe Avezzano, a 
former Cowboys special-
teams coach who guided 
the show’s receivers, 
pegged Holley’s weak-
ness as toughness, fig-
uring his smile, dread-
locks and basketball 
background were signs 
of a finesse player.

Holley changed that 
the day he flattened a 
taunting cornerback.

“I thought, ‘Wow!’” 
Irvin said. “Now that I 
know that’s in him, the 
physical thing is taken 
care of.”

Since filming wrapped 
up two months ago, 
Holley has been work-
ing out and soaking up 
Irvin’s plentiful advice. 
After all, Irvin knows 
the chances for a second 
season could be riding 
on how Holley does.

“Ultimately, it’s called 
‘4th and Long’ because 
it is a long shot,” Irvin 
said. “But this could be 
the start of a great 
career.”

First up, Holley must 
prove himself to his new 
teammates and coaches, 
even those who were 
among the million or so 
viewers every week.

“I’m already expecting 
when I get there guys 
are going to think I’m a 
joke, that I’m some slap-
meat that they found on 
the street,” Holley said. 
“That’s absolutely fine. 
I understand that I have 
to come in and prove 
myself every single day. 
I think once they see me 
on the field, see the abil-
ity I have, you will hear 
those talks slowly quiet 
down. They’ll quickly 
find out that I’m not just 
a TV guy. I can really 
play this game.”
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Tired of the same old
Dial-up service?

Something new is on the Horizon...

High Speed Wireless Internet

 711 Scurry 
 Big Spring, Texas 79720 

 432-263-0091

INTRODUCING

Make the move from dial-up and get:
•	5	FREE	Email	Accounts
•	FREE	Installation
•	No	equipment	to	buy
•	Local	Tech	Support
•	Add	your	dial-up	account	for	only	$5.95/mo

* Promo price for 3 months for existing dial-up customers who switch to Horizon Connect.  
   Requires 1 year contract. Other terms/conditions may apply.

 If have Westex Phone Service If don’t have Westex Phone Service

	 768K	Down/256K	Up	$34.95	 768K	Down/256K	Up	$39.95

	 1Mb	Down/512K	Up	$49.95	 1Mb	Down/512K	Up	$59.95

	 2Mb	Down/1Mb	Up	$69.95	 2Mb	Down/1Mb	Up	$79.95

	 3Mb	Down/1Mb	Up	$89.95	 3Mb	Down/1Mb	Up	$99.95

HIGH	SPEED	WIRELESS	INTERNET

for	only
 $19.95

per month*

• Requires 1 year contract w/ $100 early termination fee • Installation fee of $100 will be waived with 1 year contract • Prices 
subject to change without notice • Other terms and conditions may apply.

SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

www.swa1pc.com 
  mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441 • 432.267.8190 fax
mm@swaq1pc.com  email

7265

To subscribe, call 263-7331

RANGERS
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want it to be.”
Texas trailed 2-1 when Kevin 

Millwood (9-7) threw his last pitch to 
end the top of the sixth. But the 
Rangers finally got to Smoltz, who 
hadn’t allowed a home run in 25 
innings this season until Young’s 
homer.

“I was real happy when Michael hit 
the home run to tie it up. You don’t 
expect to score five runs in an inning 
off a guy like that,” Millwood said. “I 
was happy that we scored some runs 

and got the win, but it’s kind of bit-
tersweet. I’d like to see (Smoltz) do a 
little better.”

Smoltz, who struck out five with no 
walks in 5 2-3 innings, and Millwood 
were teammates in Atlanta from 1997-
2002, the first six seasons of Millwood’s 
career.

Millwood allowed two runs over six 
innings to win his sixth straight deci-
sion over his last nine home starts. 
Before an extended All-Star break 
that gave him eight days between 
starts, Millwood had given up 17 runs 
in 17 1-3 innings in his first three July 
starts.

“I think the time off made him look 
stronger out there,” manager Ron 
Washington said.

C.J. Wilson got the final four outs 
for his eighth save in 10 chances. 
Wilson was in the closer role for 
Frank Francisco, put on the disabled 
list Monday for the third time this 
season, this time because he is 
unavailable with a slight case of 
pneumonia.

Blalock also had an RBI double for 
Texas, which moved within 2½ games 
of the Los Angeles Angels after the 
AL West leaders were rained out 
Monday night in Kansas City.

Boston led 2-0 in the fourth after 
Jason Varitek hit a two-out RBI dou-
ble that sent J.D. Drew home, though 
Mike Lowell was thrown out trying to 
score on the play.

David Ortiz had an RBI double off 

the center-field wall in the first. Kevin 
Youkilis had an RBI single in the 
eighth to plate Jacoby Ellsbury, who 
was in scoring position after his 41st 
stolen base — the 100th of his career.

NOTES: Smoltz allowed four hom-
ers in the first inning June 19, 1994 
vs. Cincinnati when pitching for 
Atlanta. He hadn’t allowed three hom-
ers in a game since June 8, 1997, at 
San Francisco. ... The only other 
three-game losing streak for the Red 
Sox was April 12-14. ... Millwood is 7-1 
with a 2.53 ERA in 11 starts at Rangers 
Ballpark this season. ... Ellsbury has 
six stolen bases his last eight games. 
Tris Speaker (1912-14) is the only 
other Boston player with multiple 
40-stolen base seasons.

(AP) Miguel Cotto is next on 
Manny Pacquiao’s hit list for 
what’s likely to be the biggest 
fight of the fall.

Pacquiao and Cotto will meet 
Nov. 14 at the MGM Grand 
Garden in Las Vegas, Top Rank 
promoter Bob Arum said Monday 
after finalizing the match between 
his company’s two most promi-
nent boxers. The 145-pound bout 
will be shown on HBO pay-per-
view.

“There’s no messing about with 
either of these guys, and that’s 
what’s so exciting,” Arum told 
The Associated Press. “That’s 
why it’s an unbelievable fight, 
with two guys who really love to 
fight and don’t dance around.”

Pacquiao (49-3-2, 37 KOs) has 
won titles in six weight divisions 
from 112 to 140 pounds, cement-
ing the Filipino national hero’s 
status as the sport’s pound-for-
pound champion. 

Pacquiao pummeled Oscar De 
La Hoya into retirement last 
December in his first welter-
weight fight, and he dramatically 
stopped 140-pound champion 
Ricky Hatton in the second round 
in May for his 10th consecutive 
victory.

Pacquiao also attended Cotto’s 
brutal split-decision victory over 
Joshua Clottey in New York last 
June, building anticipation for 
their meeting. 

Both fighters were eager to face 
each other, making the negotia-
tions relatively simple after 
Pacquiao agreed to the 145-pound 
weight limit insisted upon by 
Cotto’s physical trainer.

“With Manny, you don’t tell 
him who to fight,” Arum said. 
“He tells you who he wants to 
fight. He’s not afraid of anything. 
There’s a lot of easier guys he 
could fight, but he doesn’t want 
that. He wants the best, and that’s 
Miguel.”

Cotto (34-1, 27 KOs) rebounded 
from his only loss to Antonio 
Margarito last summer by stop-
ping Michael Jennings to claim 
the WBO welterweight title in 
February. 

Cotto, Puerto Rico’s most popu-
lar fighter, has fought in Las 
Vegas just once since December 
2004, preferring to appear before 
his biggest fans in New York or 
Atlantic City.

Cotto’s 11th-round stoppage 
loss to Margarito was his only 
previous main-event fight in Las 
Vegas, but Margarito’s suspen-
sion for illegal hand wraps at his 
next fight against Sugar Shane 
Mosley put the legitimacy of 
Margarito’s victory over Cotto 
into question.

Tickets for Pacquiao-Cotto will 
go on sale in August.

Cotto-Pacquiao bout set for Nov.
HOUSTON (AP) — Houston’s Carlos 

Lee admits to feeling more focused when 
batting with runners on base.

St. Louis right-hander Kyle Lohse is 
starting to feel as if Lee simply has his 
number.

Lee’s three-run homer lifted the Astros 
to a 3-2 win over the Cardinals on Monday 
night.

“Carlos Lee, whatever it is, he feels 
comfortable against me,” Lohse said. “I 
was trying to pitch it down and out and I 
pretty much pitched it there. Most people 
are not going to hit that ball, but against 
me he sees the ball like someone’s tele-
graphing it exactly where it’s going to 
be.”

The home run was the fifth of Lee’s 
career against Lohse, the most of any 
player. Lee has a career .352 average 
against Lohse, who made his second start 
since coming off the disabled list.

Houston was trailing 2-0 when Lee fol-
lowed Miguel Tejada’s single and a walk 
by Lance Berkman with a shot to deep left 
field in the fourth inning.

“I concentrate a lot more (with men 
on),” Lee said. “Sometimes I kind of get 
away from my game with nobody on ... 
but with people on base, I can’t explain it, 
but everything kind of gets in a tunnel 
and I concentrate and be real patient 
about it and try to get a good pitch to 
hit.”

It was the first game of a three-game 
series between NL Central foes and key 
set for a Houston team looking to gain 
ground on the division-leading 
Cardinals.

“When we get a victory over the first-
place team in our division it feels good,” 
Tejada said. “We all have confidence ... 
and we know we can get it.”

Brian Moehler (7-5) allowed six hits and 
two runs with five strikeouts in 6 1-3 
innings to improve his perfect career 
record against the Cardinals to 5-0.

LaTroy Hawkins gave up two hits in the 
eighth before closer Jose Valverde pitched 
a scoreless ninth for his 10th save.

Yadier Molina singled in a pair of runs 
in the fourth to put St. Louis ahead 2-0. 
That hit came after a single by Ryan 
Ludwick and a double by Rick Ankiel.

Berkman had a double and scored a run 
in his return to the lineup after missing 
three games with a left calf strain. 

He said before the game that he was still 
sore but that he felt good enough to play. 
His leg still appeared a bit tender as he 
trotted from first to second on his dou-
ble.

Skip Schumaker was given a ground-
rule double with one out in the fifth 
inning when a fan reached down the wall 
from his seat in the Crawford Boxes in 
left field to catch his hit. 

Lee was miffed by the move and raised 
his hands in frustration before turning 
toward the area where the fan was and 
yelled at him.

“I got upset because I know how to play 
that wall pretty good and it was going to 
bounce right back to me,” Lee said. “If 
he’s going to try to go to second I can hold 
him or have a play at second where we 
could get an out. But when he reached, he 
killed us right there.”

Lee’s 3-run blast lifts Astros



SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to 

noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 
p.m.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and 

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the 
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 
398-5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets 
at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and 
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

TUESDAY
• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 

at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministries, 1209 
Wright St.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m. and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 
more information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 

p.m.; women’s meeting, 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speak-
ers meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open 
birthday night, no smoking meeting the last Satur-
day of each month at 8 p.m.
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NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 7-23-09

267-8226       1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 20 Years

HEALTH SMART • UNITED HEALTHCARE • PRONET
CHAMPUS • BCBS • AETNA • HUMANA • BEECH STREET

PPO PROVIDER FOR:

ACCEpTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital

& Odessa
Morning Appointments Now Available!!

80004

80004 dr harris-7-21.indd   1 7/21/09   8:41:16 AM

W.D. Sprint
Now Together w/Nextel

Located In The Big Spring Mall
Hours: Mon-Fri - 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

432-267-1631  

68
84

Member AWEA 

“For Contact Information, Please See Website”

www.windandenergytraining.com

WIND AND SOLAR 
TRAINING 

August 20, 21 & 22

For a limited time at participating restaurants
Offer pus applicable tax ©2008 AFC Enterprises, Inc.
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0

Manager’s Special

10
$ 999

Pcs
Special

For

80040 popeye-7-21.indd   1 7/21/09   8:38:14 AM

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/09
178311

JACK & JILL
DAYCARE

Open 7 days a Week 5 am-Midnight
Birth to 12 years old

1708 S. Nolan                 267-8411
004255

 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Felix Garcia, 89, of Big 
Spring died Friday, July 
17, 2009.  Funeral Mass 
was at 2 p.m. Tuesday at 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Catholic Church 
with burial at Trinity 
Memorial Park.  

Maria Lara, 74, of Big 
Spring died Friday.  
Funeral Service was at 
10 a.m. Tuesday at Myers 
& Smith Funeral Home 
with burial at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park.  

Phillip Rey Hilario, 
infant, died Friday.  
Graveside services will 
be at 10 a.m. Wednesday 
at Trinity Memorial 
Park.

LEADERS
Continued from Page 1A

tive director. 
“Employers, If you have 
new employees or 
administration person-
nel new to the commu-
nity, this would be a 
good program for them 
to learn more about Big 
Spring and Howard 
County and get 
involved.  

“This not only bene-
fits the participants, but 
also the business that 
sponsors them. That 
employee will be pro-
moting your business 
and will get involved 
in the different organi-
zations in the coming 
year and will keep your 
business informed as to 
what is going on in the 
community and how 

you as a business can 
get involved.

“We are certain some-
one in your organization 
or in your acquaintance 
will be able to profit 
from this excellent op-
portunity,” ValVerde 
said.

Tuition is $400 for 
Chamber members in 
good standing and $600 
for non-members. Tu-
ition includes transpor-
tation for tours, meals, 
leadership skills book 
and information.

Applications are avail-
able at the Chamber 
office. Fax and e-mail 
requests are welcomed. 
The program is limited 
to 25 participants. For 
more information, call 
the Chamber office at 
263-7641.

 

Leadership Big 
Spring
2008-2009 
graduating class

Beth Ann Allen - Cornell 
Corrections

Chad Averette - City of 
Big Spring

Philip Childs - Cornell 
Corrections

Nancy Crenshaw - City 
of Big Spring

Bahola DeLeon - VA 
Medical Center

Heather DelValle - Phil-
lips Fabrication

Robert Downing - West-
ern Container

Malinda Flenniken - 
KBST Radio

Selma Garcia - Federal 
Bureau of Prisons

 Jesse Griffin - Federal 

Bureau of Prisons
Monsignor Bernard 

Gully - Holy Trinity Parish
Robert Kerr - Lamun, 

Lusk, Sanchez Texas 
State Veterans Home

Richard Light - Holy 
Trinity Parish

Jason Mims - Howard 
College

Al Moore - Cornell Cor-
rections

Kathy Sheppard - BK 
Self Storage

Linda Sjogren - City of 
Big Spring 

Brenda Tubb - Howard 
County

Derek Wash - Farm 
Bureau

Michael Willard - How-
ard College

Leslie Williams - VA 
Medical Center

Karen Wingert - Big 

Spring Education Em-
ployee FCU

AIRPORT
Continued from Page 1A

“The plane owners normally offer rides 
in the aircraft during these types of events, 
and that’s something we’re hoping to be 
able to secure for the anniversary,” said 
Myrick. “The PT-19 normally costs $200 
for a 30-minute ride, and the SNJ Fighter 
usually runs about $300 for a 30-minute 
ride.”

Myrick said fund-raising for the event, 
which is being funded by donations from 
the community, has gone well, but she’s 

hoping they can get a few more dollars in 
before Saturday.

“We’ve raised enough money to cover 
most of our expenses, but we’re still hop-
ing to get some donations in this week to 
cinch things up,” said Myrick. “Anyone 
out there who would like to make a dona-
tion and be recognized at the event needs 
to get their donation in to us by the end of 
the day Thursday. That’s our deadline to 
get their name on the list.”

Myrick said raising funds for the anni-
versary celebration has been tough, but 
well worth it.

“This 80th anniversary is very special for 
us,” said Myrick. “There’s so much histo-

ry here, and we plan to have pictures and 
other memorabilia on display. We’re not 
afraid to put some work into it. We just 
hope the community will work with us 
and help us accomplish our goals.”

Saturday’s event will be from noon to 4 
p.m. with a ribbon cutting set for 1 p.m. at 
the terminal.

For more information on the anniversa-
ry event, call the Big Spring Airport Ter-
minal at 264-2362.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas Jenkins at 
263-7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at citydesk@
bigspringherald.com

ALLEN
Continued from Page 1A

“The program was 
a voluntary program, 
and basically had me 
on loan to the Army,” 
said Allen, calling the 
Herald office from the 
USS Ronald Reagan, 
which is currently sup-
porting war efforts in 
Afghanistan. “We work 
on these aircraft so they 
can support the guys on 
the ground. It gives you 
something of a unique 
perspective as a sailor to 
have been one of those 
guys on the ground and 
see first hand how im-
portant those aircraft 

are to what they do.”
The son of Roger and 

Kathy Henderson of San 
Angelo, and the grand-
son of Big Spring’s own 
Rocky Allen, Caleb Al-
len said life aboard the 
aircraft carrier is any-
thing but glamorous.

“You basically work, 
shower, sleep, then start 
all over,” said Allen with 
a laugh. “I usually work 
a 12- or 13-hour shift, so 
you really don’t have 
time for much else. The 
tasks are different from 
day to day, so you never 
really know what you’re 
going to see. However, 
the routine is pretty reg-
ular.”

When Allen is doing 
his job, however, life is 

anything but simple.
“I’m responsible for 

the engines on the Hor-
nets, and each of them 
has two engines, so you 
can just imagine what 
it’s like,” said Allen. 
“Anytime we have a 
problem with one of the 
engines, I tear it down, 
fix what’s wrong with it 
and then get it ready to 
go back on the aircraft. 
It’s not very glamorous, 
but what we do makes 
a major difference out 
there, and that’s what 
matters to us.”

Allen said his family 
has been very support-
ive of him and his deci-
sion to serve in the mili-
tary.

“The whole family is 

very supportive of the 
military,” said Allen. 
“I’m the fourth of my 
brothers to join the mili-
tary.”

Lt. Commander Ron 
Flanders, public affairs 
officer aboard the USS 
Ronald Reagan, said 
the role sailors like Al-
len play in supporting 
troops in Afghanistan is 
immeasurable.

“Jet mechanics like 
Allen are critical to com-
bat operations. Our jets 
require frequent main-
tenance in order to con-
duct combat operations 
so far from the ship,” 
said Flanders. “Allen 
is recognized as one of 
the top sailors in our 
maintenance depot, and 

has twice been awarded 
the Navy Achievement 
Medal in his career.

“USS Ronald Reagan 
arrived on station in 
the Gulf of Oman July 
6 and will remain here 
for a few months until 
relieved by another air-
craft carrier,” said Flan-
ders. “Carriers current-
ly provide nearly a third 
of all close air support  
to troops on the ground 
inside Afghanistan; 
our Hornets and Super 
Hornets launch off the 
decks of the Reagan, 
fly through Pakistan, 
refuel, and hover over 
a certain area, waiting 
for troops to call them 
in.”

Allen said it’s a chal-

lenge to keep the fight-
ers in the air, but it’s a 
challenge he welcomes.

“It’s hard work, but it’s 
what we do,” he said.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

Support Groups

Take Note

 
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board

TODAY
• Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. 

in the high school band hall. All band parents are 
invited to attend. 

• Howard County Master Gardeners meet at 5:30 
p.m. in the basement of the county courthouse. 
The public is invited.

• Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Howard County Library. All working artists 
and those interested in art are invited to attend.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 
p.m. at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room.
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. 

to 11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth 
St., provided by InHome Care.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard College Cactus Room.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the 
Big Spring Country Club.

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. 
in the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room.

• A benefit fund for stroke victim Rocky Dunlap 
has been established at Big Spring Education Em-
ployees Federal Credit Union, 1110 Benton St. Dun-
lap has been employed for the past several years 
as a principal with Big Spring Independent School 
District.

• The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded 
West Texas Opportunities funds through the Texas 
Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment fund. 
West Texas Opportunities will assist current and 
former military personnel serving in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan and their families. For more informa-
tion, contact Diana Martinez or Debbie Wilson at 
110 Johnson in Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.

• An account to defray funeral costs for the fam-
ily of Justin Hernandez has been set up at Western 
Bank — formerly known as First Bank of West Tex-
as — located on FM 700. Hernandez was killed in a 
shooting May 29. For more information, contact the 
bank at 267-1113.
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Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

TRINITY MEMORIAL Park 
(Garden of Sharon)- $2,000. 
Call (281)353-9655.

TWO CEMETERY plots in Gar-
den of Machpelah in Trinity 
Memorial Park Cemetery 
$1,650 per lot O.B.O. Call 
(254)629-8669.

Help Wanted
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE AD-
VISOR NEEDED- Must have 
outgoing personality- experi-
ence preferred. Apply In Per-
son ONLY! 1501 East 4th 
Street, Big Spring, TX.

AVON WANTS YOU!!!!!!!!!!!! 
9 Immediate openings. Up to 
50% commission. Limited time- 
chance at a $1500 bonus. We 
don’t do lay-offs! You could 
start a new career.   call 
(432)816-6393. Ind. sales rep.

BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a responsible, depend-
able Full Time Shipping Clerk. 
Position involves physically 
working with ice cream prod-
ucts in a cold environment. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
reliable transportation. No ex-
perience necessary, we will 
train. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Apply in 
person at: 401 East Interstate 
20, Big Spring, Tx 79720.

CHILD CARE position 
8:00a.m.-6:00p.m. at Jack & Jill 
Child Care. Apply in person at 
1708 Nolan.

DIETARY ASSISTANT needed 
for evening shift. Great working 
environment and great pay. 
You may apply in person at 
Parkview Nursing and Rehab 
located at 3200 Parkway or 
you may apply on line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net

Help Wanted

CHRISTIAN STUDIO in Mid-
land looking for qualified in-
structors to teach the following: 
Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Dance, Min-
istry, Hip-Hop, Yoga, Voice. 
Please email resume to 
info@artandsoul4him.com or 
call (432)559-6003.

CLERK II
The Department of State 
Health Services Big Spring 
WIC Clinic is seeking a bilin-
gual/biliterate (English/Span-
ish) person with clerical experi-
ence.  The WIC Clerk is re-
sponsible for assisting in eligi-
bility screening, physical as-
sessment of clients, data entry 
of client information, issuing 
program benefits, preparing 
monthly reports, teaching 
group classes and outreach ac-
tivities.  Must enjoy working 
with the public. 
Bilingual/Biliterate 
(English/Spanish) required. 
Salary $1711.00 per month. 
For Complete Job Description 
and state application please 
access the State of Texas Web 
Site at   
https://
accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us
or the Texas Workforce Com-
mission website at 
www.workintexas.com.  Refer-
ence Job Posting #126385. 
State applications must be 
completed and received by Fri-
day, 7/31/09.  Applications can 
be completed online or faxed to 
866-245-3646.  For application 
assistance call AccessHR at 
888-894-4747.  EOE

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

NEW OWNERS SEEKING A 
MANGER FOR R/V MOBILE 
HOME PARK IN BIG SPRING 
ON SITE OFFICE TO OPER-
ATE AND CLEANING LAUN-
DRY AND SHOWERS, LAWN 
CARE WOULD BE A PLUS 
NEED TO START 8/1/2009. 
CALL 432-270-7007.

Help Wanted
Food Service - Great People - 

Real Opportunities
SUPERVISORS

3-Day Work Week with Full 
Time Pay in Big Spring, TX!

Compass Group, the world’s 
largest contract food service 
company, is now hiring several 
motivated individuals for our 
food service operation @ the 
Big Spring Correctional Com-
plex. Great career opportunity, 
wages for qualified food serv-
ice people start @ $14.50. 
Outstanding company. Paid 
benefits, paid training, supplied 
uniforms. Unlimited advance-
ment in a global company. 
Food service background not 
required.  Must   pass drug 
test, background check & have 
a clean or repairable credit re-
cord.

Opportunity is a call away!
432-263-2366 

EOE & AA Employer M/F/D/V

FRONT DESK/RECEPTION-
IST eye associates 2311 
Scurry. No calls please, see 
Mary or Jeanie. 

GENERAL MANAGER needed 
for local hotel. Management 
and Sales experience a ++. 
Email resume to 
dharmeshpatel2479@
gmail.com

HEALTH TECHNICIAN for fed-
eral prison in Big Spring. Must 
be LPN, LVN, EMT/Paramedic, 
or MA. Mon-Fri, 30hrs/wk. 
Backgrnd/drug test. Fax to 
904-686-0819 or 
resumes@medint.com

INTERIM HEALTHCARE is 
looking for providers in the Big 
Spring area, please call Gwen 
at 1-866-296-6040 for applica-
tions. Only serious applicants 
please. EOE

JOBSTOP NOW Hiring 18 to 
24 people. Paid training. No 
experience necessary. Travel 
required. All transportation and 
lodging furnished. Cash plus 
Bonuses. Paid daily. Lisa 
866-766-3444 toll free.

Kinder Hearts Home Health, 
PLLC. 

PT RN/LVN (Nights)
Needed in Big Spring

877-430-2700 or 
www.kinderhearts

wettexas.com

LOOKING FOR House keeper 
MUST have experience, MUST 
know how to clean. Bi-weekly 
year around. Call for appoint-
ment (432)264-6352.  

NEED CDL Driver- Home 
Nightly, Local Run. Part-time or 
full-time. Call (432)267-4700 
for directions or come by 1700 
Rickabaugh. 

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is taking applications for 
a cook. Experiance a plus. Ap-
ply in person at 501 W. 17th 
Street.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab now hiring L.V.N. 
Charge Nurse. Great working 
environment and great pa. You 
may apply at 3200 Parkway or 
on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net

RAINBOW CHRISTIAN Pre-
school needs full-time Child 
Care Worker. Applicant should 
be older, mature individual with 
child care experience. Must 
have High School Diploma or 
GED. Come by 409 Goliad to 
apply.

Help Wanted
PIZZA INN 

EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for following position in 
the Big Spring Area.

Electrician – Trouble shoot, 
service, and maintain pump 
control panels, electric motors 
up to 3000 hp, power distribu-
tion systems, electrical sub-sta-
tions, submersible motors, and 
commercial and residential wir-
ing.  Intermediate level posi-
tion, basic understanding of 
electronics/electricity needed.  

CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  

Applications are required and 
are available at the District’s of-
fice, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org

TRAVEL CENTERS of Amer-
ica now hiring bookkeepers 
part-time. No experience nec-
essary.  Apply at 704 West 
I-20, ask for Brandy.

WANTED! PIANO Player for 
Sunday Services at Calvary 
Baptist Church any Church 
background acceptable. Time 
involved will be from 
11:00-12:00am.  Compensa-
tion will be $50.00. Call Herb at 
(432)267-1402.

Items for Sale
ALL NEW Poster Bed w/Mat-
tress set, mfg. warranty, Sacri-
fice. $365. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
$160 New pillow top Mattress 
set, Queen size, in plastic with 
Factory warranty. 
432-664-8980.

NEW 5PC Micro Fiber Living 
Room set with warranty. $565. 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
Cherry sleigh-bed solid wood 
still in box with mattress set, 
both new $395. 432-664-8980.

NEW LEATHER Sofa and 
Love seat with Factory war-
ranty. $650. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
Full size Mattress Set with war-
ranty. New. Must Sell $130. 
432-664-8980.

TWIN MATTRESS Set $110. 
Factory Sealed. New, must 
sell. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
Pillow Top King mattress set, 
has warranty, brand new in 
plastic, $245. 432-664-8980.

Miscellaneous
ADOPTION – Birthmother – 
We’ll care about you as you get 
to know us. Open-minded, en-
ergetic, married couple hoping 
to become adoptive parents.
Living expenses paid. Please 
call Lisa & Jason 
1-877-825-0616 or email 
@happyhome@verizon.net

LOW COST Metal Roofing & 
Siding. Incredible proven prod-
uct. Super attractive. Easy in-
stallation. Guaranteed 40 
years. Direct to jobsite. Cut to 
inch. Metal Roofing Solutions.
1-877-815-0671.

Miscellaneous
HOME THEATER- 3 recliners, 
2 consoles, still crated. List 
$3500., SALVAGE PRICE 
$1390. 806-549-3110...............
OAK SLEIGH bed Beautiful 
Solid. Wood Forfeit. $250. 
806-549-3110...........................
BLACK or WHITE wrought iron 
day bed $190, New mattress 
$80. 806-549-3110...................

Pets
CKC CHIHUAHUA puppies 
and AKC Miniature Dachshund 
puppies. Call (432)399-4515 or 
399-4608.

FREE KITTENS to good home. 
Call (432)816-8938.

Real Estate for Rent
3621 CONNALLY 3 bedroom, 
2 bath, CH/A, fenced yard. NO 
HUD. $700.00 month, $500. 
deposit. Call (432)816-1464 for 
more infor. 

1409 MT Vernon 3 bdr, 1 bath,  
CH/A, fenced yard, storage 
shed. $750.00 month, $750.00 
deposit. Call (432)213-4647.

1608 SUNSET 2 Bdrm, 1 bath, 
CH/A, fenced yard, garage. 
$550. month, $500. deposit. 
Call 432-213-4647.

2402 MERRILY- 3 bdr, 2 bath. 
Newly remodeled, tile floors, 
CH/A. Kentwood School Dis-
trict. $900.00 month, $750.00 
deposit. Call (432)213-4647.

3904 HAMILTON, 3 Bedroom 
1-1/2 bath, CH/A, fenced yard. 
$675. month, $400. deposit. 
Call (432)267-7449.

400 EAST 10th.,  2 bedroom, 
1 bath. Central heat, Stove & 
refrigerator. $385.00 month, 
$300.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)268-6424.

406 MARTIN  Luther  King, 
1 bdr, 1 bath.  CH/A. All fur-
nished including washer & 
dryer. $450. month- $400. de-
posit. Call 432-263-1792, 
816-9984.

HOUSE FOR Rent- 2 bed-
room, 1 bath. In quiet neighbor-
hood. $650 per month with one 
year lease. $650 deposite. No 
pets. Please contact Lucy @ 
(432)263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

NEWLY REMODELED homes 
for rent. 2bdr/1bath, $650.00, 3 
bdr/1bath, $750.00 please call 
from 9am-8pm at 
432-816-4453.

NICE Large 3 bedroom, 2 bath,  
CH/A. Nice quiet area. No 
Pets. $700. month, plus de-
posit.  Call (432)263-4528 or 
(432)296-0277.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee
!!! Move-In Special !!!

HALF OFF 1ST MONTH 
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

Real Estate for Sale
**BANK OWNED Home** 5 
bedroom. 4 bath! Only 
$269/mo. Or $29,825! (5% 
dn., 20 yr., 8%) For Listings 
800-579-7991 x7873.

1804 SETTLES- 2 Bdrm, 1 
bath, fenced backyard. 
$10,500.. No Owner Financing. 
Call and ask for Elvis Payne 
(409)553-0011, (409)553-1373. 

FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)270-4271.

Real Estate for Sale
AFFORDABLE! 4 bd, 2 ba. 
HUD Home only 
$288/mo! 3bd/2ba. Only 
$199/mo! GREAT LOCATION! 
(5% dn., 15 yrs., 8%) For List-
ings 800-579-7921 x5652.

BIG SPRING Owner will fi-
nance- 1500 Kentucky. 3 bdrm, 
2 bath, CH/A, garage, New 
fence. Completely remodeled 
with new interior/exterior paint. 
New tile and carpet. Great 
neighborhood. Priced for quick 
sale. $59,900 total, $3K down, 
$570 month. Call Patience 
(432)349-5242.

FORSAN ISD- 811 Timothy 
Ln., 4.5 acres, 2 bdrm, 2 bath 
with salvageable singlewide. 
$29,500.00.  Owner Finance. 
10% Down, $257. monthly. Call 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com
IDEAL PLACE (Country). 2 
Bdrm, 1-1/2 bath, hardwood 
floors,  3 acres, 2 water wells, 
new septic. NO OWNER FI-
NANCE. $55,000 cash firm. 
Call (432)816-7555 or 
816-9594.

OWNER FINANCED! Easy 
Terms, no closing costs! 1307 
Mt. Vernon, 808 Settles and 
1104 Pickens. Call Lana at 
TruStar RE (432)264-8166.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

NEWLY RENOVATED 4004 
Parkway, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call 
for info. 432-212-3646.

ONE ACRE tracks $2,600 per 
acre- north of Big Spring. Call 
(281)353-9655.

OWNER FINANCE,  $3,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 432-270-4271.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
Dependable, Hardworking

Individual 
looking for yard work. 

**Mowing**
**Weed Eating**

**Edging** 
Call Trey 

(432)213-2695

Vehicles
$500! POLICE
Impounds! Hondas/Chevys/Jee
ps and More! Cars from $500!
For Listings 800-579-7921 Ext. 
7812.

1994 MITSUBISHI 3000 GT., 
134K, new tires, power win-
dows, 6 CD player, custom 
wheels. Excellent Condition, 
lots of miles left. Good MPH. 
Call 432-935-6221. 

2000 DUTCHMEN RV, 30k 
miles, new tires. Runs Good. 
16,500 OBO. Call 
(432)466-3880

FOR SALE Holiday Rambler 
travel trailer $2750.00. Call 
(432)267-3547 and 
(432)213-0895.

We Can Save 
You Money By

Advertising Your
Business In Our

Professional 
Service Directory! 

Call 
263-7331

for more information.

(432) 263-1284 110 W. Marcy
Big Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

BEAUTIFUL CORONADO SUBDIVISION - Lovely 4 bedroom, 2 
bath with split bedrooms, sunken living room with vaulted ceiling 
and WB fireplace. Nice Pergo flooring, tiled kitchen and dining 
areas, additional 2 car garage or workshop, 1 car carport and 
greenhouse. Covered patio and tile fence.

603 AVONDALE 80032

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2010 Pontiac Vibe 
Stk# 2426

Fully Loaded, Platinum
Metallic

$20,540 MSRP
$19,000 Shroyer Sale Price

2009 Pontiac Torrent 
Stk# 2407

Fully Loaded, Gold Mist
$26,685 MSRP

$21,300 Shroyer Sale Price
OR

0% For 60 Mths.
W.A.C.

2009 Pontiac Torrent 
Stk# 2402

White, Fully Loaded
$24,740 MSRP

$19,700 Shroyer Sale Price
OR

0% For 60 Mths.
W.A.C.

2009 Pontiac Torrent 
Stk# 2401

Gold, Fully Loaded
$27,975 MSRP

$22,400 Shroyer Sale Price
OR

0% For 60 Mths.
W.A.C.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

200429

SOLD

2007 GMC Sierra Denali
All Wheel Drive, Black With Tan Leather, One Owner, 19K Miles.

$34,995

200429 Shroyer-7-21-09.indd   1 7/21/09   8:21:28 AM
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free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
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peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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MJ and America’s cultural divide

Pointless gifts to business

M
y response to the 
news of Michael 
Jackson’s death was 
on the cool side of 

indifference. I figured him for a 
weirdo has-been who was a long 
time between hits, his glory days 
over.

Was I ever 
wrong.

His death ignited 
a volcanic eruption 
of grief, memorial 
celebration and 
loud music all over 
the world. Vast 
crowds in virtually 
every corner of the 
planet massed in 
public squares to 
mourn his passing, 
dance to his music 
and sing-along to his videos. I 
don’t remember anything quite 
like that happening before.

That makes the second time I 
was blind-sided by the death of a 
pop legend. When Elvis Presley 
died I thought: “He was a pretty 
good singer. No Bing Crosby, but 
a pretty good singer.” I didn’t re-
alize he would become a kind of 
secular saint with a longer shelf 
life than Mother Teresa. (How 
many Mother Teresa imitators 
have you seen around recently?)

The Jackson frenzy led me to 
go back and take another look at 
his work. 

I was surprised. I knew he was 
good but I didn’t know he was 
that good. 

He was a truly amazing 
dancer with a high yet pleasing 
voice. But most of all, he was 
an extraordinary showman. I 
would even go so far as to say 

he formed the bridge between 
Busby Berkley movie musicals 
and the opening ceremony of the 
Beijing Olympics.

Certainly he invented the 
modern Super Bowl halftime 
extravaganza with his work in 
1993 and he was probably more 
responsible than anyone for the 
modern music video and the 
very existence of MTV. Indeed, 
there’s hardly an aspect of mod-
ern pop music that doesn’t owe 
something to his influence.  I see 
that now.

Even with all that, however, I 
admit to be further surprised at 
the manner in which the black 
community has embraced him 
as one of their own. You saw it at 
the Black Entertainment Televi-
sion music awards, conducted a 
few days after Jackson’s death, 
where everybody was suddenly 
his grieving best friend.

Jamie Foxx, host of the pro-
ceedings, said. “We want to 
celebrate this black man.  He 
belongs to us and we shared him 
with everybody else.”

Say what?
It seems to me that the whole 

point of Jackson was his some-
times maddening lack of precise 
definition. He was as white as 
he was black, as girlish as he 
was masculine, as much child as 
adult.  In other words, no matter 
where you stood, Jackson wasn’t 
that far from you. That was 
the universality of his appeal. 
So now he becomes a hero of 
the black race? People in black 
churches are swinging and danc-
ing in the aisles, doing cuts from 
“Thriller?”

I don’t get it. Even less do 

I get the African-Americans 
who blamed his troubles, and 
they were many — on the Vast 
White Conspiracy. One man-
on-the-street, a house painter, 
told the New York Times: “The 
system likes to take black men 
down. They did it to Ali. They 
did it to Tyson.”

Whoa. Wait a minute 
there. Leaving aside the ques-
tion of whether it was the system 
or Mike Tyson who took Tyson 
down, we’re forgetting some-
thing here. There is consider-
able evidence that Michael Jack-
son was a pedophile as well as 
a drug addict. Do we know that 
for sure? No, but we’re about 
80 percent sure, sure enough so 
that we wouldn’t let him baby-sit 
our kids. Sure enough so that 
we might want to hesitate before 
putting him up on a pedestal.

Just forgetting about it seems 
to me more than a little strange.

I remember being similarly 
struck by the white-black reac-
tion to the O.J. Simpson murder 
trial. To almost all white people, 
O.J. was guilty of killing his ex-
wife and her companion. We had 
no doubt. Blacks, on the other 
hand, celebrated his acquittal.

It was shocking and disap-
pointing, symptomatic of the 
cultural divide that still exists 
between the races.

Michael Jackson was a great 
entertainer. Let’s leave it at that. 

Don Kaul is a two-time Pu-
litzer Prize-losing Washington 
correspondent who, by his own 
account, is right more than he’s 
wrong. E-mail him at dkaul2@
earthlink.net

T
he former speaker of the 
Connecticut House of 
Representatives loved 
movies. Aside from cred-

ible entertainment, he saw them 
as an economic engine.

Soon the state government was 
lending money 
and doling out 
tax breaks for 
filming. And lo, 
the moviemakers 
came. Now you’ll 
find our state listed 
at the end of many 
credits.

Glamour came 
too, and local 
papers and TV 
fawned over the 
shooting of all 
those scenes. 
There’s nothing like celebrity 
to perk up the press. But did the 
state make any money off its 
investment?

Worse luck, it doesn’t seem 
so. The new tax revenue from 
increased business looks to be 
less than what we spent.

Oh well, at least we had a 
ball. Yes, the recession-induced 
budget deficit now appears 
poised to end all that fun.

But the underlying question 
remains. How wise is it for a 
state to offer financial incentives 
to attract juicy employers, when 
all other states and many cities 
are doing the same thing?  

We win one; they win one. It 
sounds an awful lot like a zero 
sum game.

Take my town. We just col-

lared the headquarters of an in-
ternational knife maker. That’s 
good for 30 to 40 new jobs. New 
jobs for us, that is.

But many of those jobs 
were lost to Briarcliff, 
which presumably was not 
thrilled. What sealed the deal 
was a state loan at 3.5 percent 
for $750,000. Sounds like a cheap 
price to pay for a good employer, 
but is that the way tax money 
should be spent, picking win-
ners and losers among towns?

A few years ago we hooked a 
much bigger fish, a liquor com-
pany, this time with the promise 
of state tax credits. No question 
they’ve been a fine citizen. Li-
quor companies need to be. 

But what would have happened 
if there were no credits. Would 
Diageo have closed down? Would 
it have limped back to England 
in a huff?

No, it would have settled in 
the town best suited to it in the 
first place with no tax money 
expended. Maybe here, maybe 
someplace else.

Naturally companies also 
move out of town, for much the 
same reasons. Easy come, easy 
go.

But the move-outs don’t get 
quite the same publicity as the 
move-ins, and there’s no chance 
for the losing pols to crow about 
their benefaction to the city.

“Sorry, those tax dollars were 
for somebody else.”

But most states are still at it, 
spending away. A couple weeks 
ago the governor announced big 

subsidized loans to three more 
manufacturers, whether they 
needed the help or not. This 
while the state faces a multi-
billion dollar deficit, as do all 
states.

So why, one might ask, pay out 
anything at all.

Either a federal law or an 
interstate compact should pro-
hibit these boondoggles. Busi-
nesses can perfectly well figure 
out which towns are best for 
them. There’s no value to society 
in using tax revenue to compete 
among localities. And which 
official is it who gets to pick win-
ners and losers?

If ever there were a setting for 
corruption, that’s it.

Left to their own devices towns 
could well discover the competi-
tive value of good schools, parks, 
affordable housing, health care 
and the other services that ap-
peal to business and citizens 
alike.  

How novel if cities competed 
for industry on the basis of the 
availability of apartments. The 
heavens would quiver.

But not to worry. 
The name of the game today 

remains bribery. “Economic De-
velopment” offices will continue 
to focus on structuring financial 
deals, and the corporations will 
continue to laugh all the way to 
the bank. 

Columnist William A. Collins 
is a former state representative 
and a former mayor of Norwalk, 
Conn.

I
f at first you don’t succeed, try, try again. It’s 
an adage virtually each and every one of us 
is familiar with. And that’s exactly the tack 
Big Spring State Park officials are taking, as 

they plan for a second try at their annual Stargaz-
ing Party this year.

Originally scheduled back in June, inclement 
weather forced Park Manager Ron Alton to delay 
the event to a second date, which is Saturday.

Residents of Big Spring and the surrounding 
area will get a chance to view many of Mother Na-
ture’s wonders from 8:30 p.m to 11 p.m. Saturday 
when they turn their eyes toward the heavens.

And, as we’ve noted before, the program will of-
fer something for everyone in the family.

“It’s a great time for families to spend some qual-
ity time together,” said Park Manager Ron Alton. 
“It doesn’t matter how old you are, seeing the 
stars and the different heavenly bodies through a 
telescope is just amazing.”

Members of the West Texas Amateur Astron-
omy Club in Midland will provide several high-
powered telescopes for those attending to get a 
better look at the night sky.

Alton noted that members of the astronomy 
club really love taking part in Stargazing. And 
that means there will be plenty of knowledgeable 
people to answer questions during the presenta-
tion.

“Saturn will be lower in the west and Jupiter 
will rise about 10 p.m.,” Alton said anticipating 
this weekend’s show. “We should be able to see it 
(Jupiter) around 10:30 p.m.”

Events like stargazing keep the park’s finances 
strong, especially when state officials are scruti-
nizing budgets. “The state looks at attendance at 
events like this and decides how much money to 
allocate to each park, so it’s important that people 
come out and participate,” Alton explained.

For more information about the stargazing 
event, call 263-4931.

We here at the Herald again encourage our 
readers to take advantage of this once-a-year op-
portunity. You’ll not only be enjoying something 
that’s rarely available to most of us, but you’ll 
also be supporting the Big Spring State Park and 
its staff.

And that, as we’ve also noted before, is clearly a 
win-win situation.

Don’t forget to go
enjoy Stargazing
reset for Saturday

letter poliCies

How to ContaCt us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

a small prayer

You, Lord, are our way to a better life.
Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

TACLB006982E

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

16693 johnson sheet metal REVISED 4-21-09.indd   1 4/20/09   4:46:13 PM

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

10% Off Labor
New Customers

Resident & Commercial
Loran Warren
Licensed and Insured

TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SALE
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Castle 
Construction

Construct, Remodel or Repair
Your Castle

Remodeling, room additions, 
ceramic tile, cabinets, wood decks, 

doors & windows, fencing and 
repairs.

Devon Butler
432-466-3531 17131

17131 castle construction.indd   1 3/25/09   8:47:31 AM

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

BRICK

17
30

1

Concrete & Masonry
• Brick Work • Sidewalks

•Driveways
• Block Fences • Stucco • Etc.

Call Rey For
Free Estimate

(432) 517-2093

DIRT WORK

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

20
04

11

J & W Sand,
Gravel and Dozer Service

432-213-5342
Experienced / References

Good Rates
Free Estimates!!!

Residential Work

200411 J & W sand.indd   1 7/16/09   8:15:10 AM

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Complete Home Remodel

Tile - Sheetrock -
- Appliance Install -

Free Estimates

432-816-6282

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Alleys • Tilling
Hauling • Tree Trimming

Cleanout Storage Buildings
Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service
816-6150 - Cell

267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES 16624

16624 danny scoggin-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:10:37 PM

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed From $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SALE
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

 LANDSCAPING

All American
Lawn & Landscaping

Mowing, edging, weedeating, tree
 trimming, tree removed, planting, 

fertilizing & weed killing, sprinklers, 
hauling, and odd jobs.

Customer satisfaction guaranteed
Affordable Rates

Call David
(432) 213-8870 16

60
31

LANDSCAPING

FLAG STONE CO.
We specialize in any & all 

types of hardscraping work. We 
offer flagstone, brick, pavers, 
outdoor kitchens, sitting areas 
w/fire pits, glass fire pits avail-
able, sod, crush granite, flower 

bed renovations.
FREE ESTIMATES

(432) 270-1097

16
98

71

HOME IMPROVEMENT
R S

HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 

Remodel, Carpenter, Painting, 
Plumbing, Minor Electrical

Garage door repair.
We Do Kitchens & Baths

FREE ESTIMATES
816-3030 16

58
21

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

FIREWOOD

Durans Tree Service 
Firewood for sale 

year round.
Oak & Mesquite & Mixed

Will deliver within 
100 miles.

(432) 570-9617
(432) 238-6770 16

99
81

ROOFING
PALACIOS

ROOFING & HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Roofs, Room Additions,
Ceramic Tile, Fences, Painting

Insured & Bonded
Home Phone#

432-263-5430
Cell#

432-213-0363 34
39

8

SUBSCRIPTION
Would you like to have the 

Big Spring Herald delivered?
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331

ENGRAVING

2
0

0
4

0
5

LANDSCAPING

B & E Roustabouts
Custom Shredding by the job

 or the hour.
Lots cleaned & etc.

Also can haul Calachie, Chat, 
Sand and Top Soil.

HAULED AND SPREAD.
Fully Insured

Call (432) 267-8169
(432) 393-5672 20

03
84
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Thank You NIE School Sponsor Thank You NIE Classroom Sponsors

Medicine Center
Pharmacy

Back In Motion Chiropractic

Mike Thomas,
Attorney At Law

ALON USA

Troy Tompkins,
CMFC Financial Planner

The Prudential Insurance
Company Of America

3
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JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

REALTY ROOFING

RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

Ventura-3-13-09.indd   1 3/13/09   9:16:29 AM

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins
432.213.5454

Pat Rutledge
432.270.7706

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof

Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
 Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835
 Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855 16
97

61

ROOFING

Independent
Roofing

Specializing in Shingles and Hot Tar 
Repairs, Roll Roofing and Cool Seal.

Any Kind Of Patch Work
ALL WORK GUARANTEED!

160761

Free Estimates!
432-935-8129

RENTALS

TLC Property Management LLC
CALL US FOR
RESIDENTIAL

RENTAL PROPERTY

406 Runnels
Big Spring, TX 79720
E-mail spreston@leasetlc.com
www.leasetlc.com

NEW MANAGEMENT
Suanne Preston, Property Manager

Office (432) 264-6337

TREE CARE

Durans Tree Service 
Tree removal specialist. 
Minor/Major trimming, 

stump removal, flower beds 
cleaned, hedges trimmed. 

Will travel.

(432) 570-9617
(432) 238-6770 16

99
71

WELLNESS

20
04

12

ATTENTION MOMS
Work from home

make a difference

(432) 268-3859
for info

“Hellos” and “good-
byes” will ring out on 
this very special day fea-
turing the new moon in 
Cancer and a total solar 
eclipse. Also, this is the 
last full day of the Cancer 
Sun’s rule this year. 
Loose ends get tied up 
and a new chapter opens. 
L i k e l y , 
you’ll be 
s h e d d i n g 
some old 
belief about 
yourself as 
you get 
ready for 
the upcom-
ing high-
e n e r g y 
cycle.

A R I E S 
( M a r c h 
21-April 19). 
You’ll learn 
from someone who 
doesn’t on the surface 
have obvious things to 
teach. But there is some 
elusive piece of the puz-
zle that this person just 
happens to possess and 
will readily give to you.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20). By 3 p.m., you’re 
already a bit bored with 
reality. Buy a ticket to 
the show put on by your 
own imagination. Sit 
back and enjoy the pre-
view of coming attrac-
tions. The night brings 
an exciting twist.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). People around you 
will be jumping on this 
trend or that get-rich-
quick scheme. 
Remember, you’re usual-
ly the one who sets trends, 
not the one who chases 
them. Stay on your path 
and trust it. 

CANCER (June 22-July 
22). Spice things up with 
a sprinkle of anticipa-
tion. Buy a ticket for a 
concert going on next 
month or plot a weekend 
getaway for mid-August. 
The plans increase your 
enjoyment of the pres-
ent. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
You’ll wake up thinking 
that you know how this 
day will unfold. Shake off 
your certainty. Once you 
decide to believe that 
anything is possible, 
mysterious occurrences 
start to happen. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(JULY 21). You lavish 
attention and help on oth-

ers not expecting any-
thing in return. This 
spiritual generosity will 
fill your year with won-
derful moments. You’ll 
be loved, celebrated and 
appreciated in happily 
surprising ways. Next 
month finds you hard at 
work. Invest in September 
— March pays you hand-
somely. Capricorn and 
Aquarius adore you. 
Your lucky numbers are: 
7, 10, 4, 33 and 18.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). You remember what 
it was like to be younger, 
therefore you have com-
passion for someone in 
your circle whose youth-
ful folly has caused a fall 
from grace. Remind the 
others to be kind. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). Your personal quali-
ties are worth honing, 
polishing and perfecting. 
After all, you are rarer 
than any rare gem. Also, 
make sure you’re in a set-
ting that allows the light 
to shine through you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). You can’t build on 
feelings of regret — you’ll 
only sink if you try. 
Knowing this, you’ll nat-
urally gravitate toward 
the emotions you “can “ 
build on — stability and 
balance, elegance and 
excellence. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). In another 
one of your rambling 
moods, you’ll mosey right 
into someone dishy from 
your past or someone 
who reminds you of a 
past relationship. You’ll 
spark a joyful new con-
nection. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). Tables turn. 
The sibling or childhood 
friend that used to tower 
over you either in stature 
or intention will now 
appear quite diminutive. 
Now that you’re the one 
on top, will you take the 
high road?  

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). You’ll moti-
vate others. You have 
this way of presenting 
bland news as though it 
were the most exciting 
information ever impart-
ed. There will be cause 
for elation. You’ll make 
sure of it. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). Your companions are 
loyal. Friends don’t want 

to go out unless you come 
along, claiming the voy-
age wouldn’t be the same 
without you. They’re 
right. And it’s a lot of fun 
to say “yes.” 

A S T R O L O G I C A L 
TOPICS: How do you 
know if he’s into you? 
VIRGO: He’ll help you 
out. You might get the 
feeling that he was just 
waiting for you to need 
something, and he’s eager 
to provide whatever it is. 
LIBRA: He’ll make cer-
tain that you feel a friend-
ly, warm feeling about 
him. He’ll quickly find 
common ground with 

you and tell you about 
his similar experiences. 
SCORPIO: He’ll bring on 
the intensity. He may not 
say much, but he’ll look 
at you with those eyes 
that seem to pierce your 
soul. He’ll want to make 
arrangements to spend 
time with you as soon as 
possible. SAGITTARIUS: 
He’ll want to take you on 
an adventure, not just a 
date. Of course, with 
Sagittarius, every date is 
an adventure because of 
his approach. He’ll think 
of something he’d like to 
experience with you and 
try to get you on board. 

CAPRICORN: He’ll let 
you know about his plans 
and ambitions. He’ll also 
want to appear powerful, 
which could translate 
into a display of physical 
strength or a demonstra-
tion of his position in life 
or at work. AQUARIUS: 
He’ll strike up the fun 
and games. He’ll target 
you for some good-
natured teasing and 
friendly competition. 
PISCES: His awareness 
of you will seem height-
ened. He’ll remember 
what you say and notice 
little details about you 
that everyone else miss-

es.
C E L E B R I T Y 

PROFILES: The legend-
ary guitar god Carlos 
Santana is a deeply spiri-
tual man and musician 
with his natal sun, 
Mercury and Venus all in 
soulful Cancer. Santana 
pioneered his own sound 
by blending his influenc-
es of rock, salsa and jazz 
together. He continues to 
reinvent his career by 
pairing with popular art-
ists and taking unexpect-
ed trajectories. He’s also 
a renowned shoe design-
er! 

® 2009  CREATORS SYNDICATE, 
INC.

Holiday

MatHis

Dear Annie: I have a pretty, 
petite 24-year-old daughter who 
is quite immature for her age. 
She looks like she is 15. She still 
lives at home, occasionally helps 
around the house and attends 
the local community college. But 
she can’t keep a job for long.

 People who know our daugh-
ter tell us how wonderful she is 
because she is not pregnant or 
doing drugs. 

But we feed her, clothe her, pay 
for her car, gas, etc. Lately, she 
has had boyfriend problems. She 
tends to pick guys who are load-
ed with baggage. 

When she is not with a guy her 
own age, she hangs out with the 
senior men at the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars club. They allow 
her to deal the cards at their 
poker games and make her feel 
wanted.

How can we get her to grow up 
without being the bad guys? She 
does not know how to cook or 
take care of herself, so we are 
reluctant to simply throw her 
out. 

But we want her to do things 
other people her age do. Any 
advice? — Clueless in California

Dear Clueless: If you are con-
cerned that your daughter 
doesn’t have sufficient life skills 
to manage on her own, then teach 
her. 

Put her in charge of cooking 
dinner one night a week. Show 
her how to do her own laundry. 
Tell her she will need a part-time 
job to pay for room and board. 
Then help her look for her own 
apartment. 

While she is in school, you 
may wish to subsidize her rent, 
but living independently will 
help her mature. We highly rec-

ommend it.
Dear Annie: I just graduated 

from college and two of my 
friends and I planned a camping 
party to celebrate. I made the 
reservation months ago. A week 
before the party, one of the girls 
backed out.

We had an understanding that 
we would split all the costs, and I 
would pay the money upfront. 
Since I paid for the reservation, I 

told my friend she still needs to 
reimburse me for her portion 
because the campsite won’t can-
cel with less than two weeks’ 
notice. My friend refuses to pay 
her share. Am I wrong to insist?   
— Arizona State

Dear Arizona: Yes, your friend 
should reimburse you. If you 
cannot find someone else to join 
the camping trip at this late date, 
tell your friend you expect her to 
pay you back, even if it’s $5 a 
month. 

Of course, if she refuses, this 
becomes an expensive lesson in 
learning which of your friends 
are responsible and trustwor-

thy.
Dear Annie: I was tickled by 

the letter from “Midwest 
Farmer’s Wife,” the woman who 
married a farmer and is now 
treated as just another farm-
hand. A similar thing happened 
to me.

I grew up on a farm and decid-
ed early on that I would never be 
a farmer’s wife. I married a nice 
guy who sold insurance. About 
15 years later, we moved to the 
country. 

He kept his day job, but started 
planting vegetables and growing 
almost everything in the seed 
catalog. He expected me to be the 
chief weed-puller, canning 
expert and freezing maven.

I did not sign up for this. I was 
already keeping the house, mow-
ing the lawn and taking care of 
things when he was gone during 
the day. I had also returned to 
college part time. 

When I told him I didn’t care to 
take on this additional responsi-
bility, he accused me of being 
lazy. To make a long story short, 
we aren’t married anymore and I 
buy all of my produce at the gro-
cery store. — Canaan, Conn.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by 
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, 
longtime editors of the Ann 
Landers column. Please e-mail 
your questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write to: 
Annie’s Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190, 
Chicago, IL 60611. To find out 
more about Annie’s Mailbox, and 
read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators Syndicate 
Web page at www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE, INC.

KatHy MitcHell
Marcy sugar
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The Big Spring Herald 
does not have a paper 

recycling bin

We apologize for any 
confusion

this may have caused 

Please check with your 
city offices

for locations available in 
town

200103

Benefit Golf Tournament
For Gilbert (Tavi) Rodriguez

DATE: SUNDAY, JULY 26TH, 2009

PLACE: COMMANCHE TRAIL GOLF COURSE

TIME: MUST REGISTER BY 10:30 A.M.
(NO EXCEPTIONS) TEE OFF 11:00 A.M.

FORMAT: 4 MAN SCRAMBLE
(PICK YOUR DREAM TEAM)

COST: $25.00 A MAN / $100.00 A TEAM
GOLF CART AND GREEN FEE NOT INCLUDED.

PRIZES FOR CLOSEST TO PIN ON #3, 6, 11 & 14
ALL PROCEEDS FOR MEDICAL EXPENSES.

COME OUT AND PLAY A ROUND FOR A FRIEND
ALL DONATIONS WELCOMED!

Thanks, 
Friends and Family 200133

News in brief
Texas agriculture 
losses reach $3.6 billion

LUBBOCK (AP) — Drought in Texas has led to 
an estimated $3.6 billion in crop and livestock 
losses, and without ample rains, the year’s final 
tally could top the state record set in 2006, Texas 
agriculture officials say.

Crops and rangeland are scorched from lack 
of rainfall and record triple-digit temperatures 
throughout parts of Texas. Much of the central and 
southern parts of the state have been in the two 
worst stages of drought — extreme and exceptional 
— for months.

Texas agriculture officials on Monday estimated 
that total crop losses this year have reached $2.6 
billion. Livestock losses since November have 
reached an additional $974 million.

The totals include losses from reduced or non-
existent crop yields and the cost of supplemental 
feed to ranchers with parched pastures. But the 
livestock losses do not include reduced future rev-
enues due to a reduction in breeding stock and lost 
revenue from selling calves earlier. Officials will 
figure out those the tally for those losses during the 
next couple of months.

Texas is the nation’s second-largest agriculture 
state behind California, and leads the nation in cot-
ton and cattle production.

Counties in the two worst stages of drought 
account for 40 percent of Texas’ cow herd and 6 
percent of the nation’s beef cow herd, officials said. 
The dry pastures have led ranchers to sell calves 
earlier than usual and at lighter weights.

However, that’s unlikely to affect consumers any-
time soon. It could be as long as two years before a 
reduced beef supply and higher prices hit the gro-
cery store, said Travis Miller, a drought specialist 
with the Texas AgriLife Extension. He noted that 
many cattle being sold at Texas sale barns will go 
to states where grazing lands are better.

As far as cotton, U.S. and world supplies leftover 
from previous years are still high, so the amount 
grown in Texas this year won’t influence the price 
of a T-shirt or blue jeans, said Roger Haldenby, 
spokesman for the Plains Cotton Growers, which 
serves a 41-county region of West Texas that is the 
world’s largest contiguous growing patch.

Hundreds expected for 
protests in dragging case 

PARIS, Texas (AP) — A protest led by the Nation 
of Islam and the New Black Panther Party over 
the case of a black man who was fatally struck and 
dragged by a vehicle is expected to attract several 
hundred people to East Texas.

The rally is scheduled for Tuesday morning in 
Paris, about 90 miles northeast of Dallas.

It is the third courthouse protest over the death 
of 24-year-old Brandon McClelland, whose mangled 
body was found Sept. 16 on a country road outside 
of town. A prosecutor cited a lack of evidence in 
dropping murder charges last month against two 
white men arrested in his death.

Stanford attorneys appeal 
judge’s no bond decision

HOUSTON (AP) — Texas financier R. Allen 
Stanford is not a flight risk and a federal judge’s 
decision to keep him jailed while awaiting trial on 
fraud charges should be reversed, his lawyers said 
in an appeal filed Monday.

Stanford’s attorneys on Monday asked the 5th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans to 
overturn an order issued last month by U.S. District 
Judge David Hittner in Houston that revoked 
Stanford’s $500,000 bond. Stanford is being held at a 
privately run detention center north of the city.

Stanford and four executives of his now defunct 
Houston-based Stanford Financial Group are 
accused of orchestrating a massive Ponzi scheme 
by advising clients to invest more than $7 bil-
lion in certificates of deposit from the Stanford 
International Bank in the Caribbean island of 
Antigua and then misusing the money, in part to 
pay for Stanford’s lavish lifestyle.

Hittner, in overturning a magistrate judge’s deci-
sion to allow Stanford to be free on bond, said 
the once highflying financier is a “serious flight 
risk.”

But the appeal, which reiterates many of the 
arguments made by his attorneys in previous court 
hearings related to his bond, says Hittner made 
his decision based on misleading and inaccurate 
statements from prosecutors. Prosecutors claim 
Stanford would flee because of his international 
ties, including holding dual U.S. and Antiguan 
citizenship, having an international network of 
wealthy acquaintances, and possibly having access 
to vast wealth hidden around the world.

Fort Hood soldier shot
killed at party on post 

FORT HOOD (AP) — Fort Hood officials have a 
soldier behind bars after another soldier was shot 
and killed at a party on the Central Texas Army 
post.

They say 30-year-old Spc. Ryan Richard Schlack 
of Oshkosh, Wis., died Saturday. The Killeen Daily 
Herald reports he was hit by a bullet another sol-
dier fired into a crowd on the lawn.

Fort Hood spokesman Bruce Zielsdorf (ZEELS’-
dorf) says the soldier suspected of firing the gun 
is in custody, but it’s unclear Monday if he’s been 
charged.

Schlack entered the military in 2004 as a comput-
er detection systems repairer and arrived at Fort 
Hood in 2005. He was assigned to the 27th Brigade 
Support Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Cavalry Division.

Flores booked, released
on personal bond 

AUSTIN (AP) — State Rep. Kino Flores is free on 
his own recognizance after he was booked Monday 
into the Travis County jail.

The Lower Rio Grande Valley lawmaker is 
charged with not disclosing sources of income, real 
estate transactions and gifts. Those gifts include a 
racehorse given to his son by a lobbyist.

A Travis County grand jury Friday returned six 
indictments against the Palmview Democrat. They 
include 16 counts of tampering with a government 
record and three of perjury.

Flores denies any wrongdoing. His attorney, Roy 
Minton, says Flores has complied with state elec-
tion law.

Sticky situation in 
Pasadena: glued hair 

PASADENA (AP) — Pasadena police have a 
sticky investigation.

Somebody put glue on the hair of three shoppers 
in two stores.

A 12-year-old girl told KHOU-TV that she was 
shopping at a drug store last week when she felt a 
wad of something “sizzling” in her ponytail. The 
substance turned out to be glue.

The child had to cut off some of her hair to get rid 
of the mess.

Managers say another customer had glue sprayed 
into her hair earlier Thursday at the same drug 
store.

Pasadena police are investigating a similar inci-
dent at a nearby grocery store.

Assistant Chief Bud Corbett said Monday he has 
never heard of any assault like the glue attacks.

So far no arrests.

Be a tattletale, turn 
in a Texas litterbug 

AUSTIN (AP) — People who see Texas being 
trashed can be a tattletale online.

The Texas Department of Transportation has a 
spot on its Web site to report litter seen thrown 
from a vehicle.

TXDOT asks for the offender’s Texas license 
plate number, the make of the vehicle, the time of 
day, location, date, and details on the tosser and 
what was discarded.

The agency compares the information to a vehi-
cle registration database.

A litter bag is then sent to the offender, along 
with a letter reminding him or her to keep trash 
off roads, as part of the Don’t Mess With Texas 
campaign

The form advises the person reporting the litter 
to “feel good about doing something to clean up our 
beloved Lone Star State.”

Monkey suspect in
videotaped thefts 

RICHARDSON (AP) — Some real monkey busi-
ness at a Dallas-area store led to the theft of several 
dozen plants, flowers and small statues.

Surveillance video from Plants & Planters in 
Richardson shows a monkey appears to be picking 
up items and returning them to a human accom-
plice.

Video aired Monday by WFAA-TV shows the 
small monkey appearing to scoop up plants, flow-
ers and accessories. The animal then hands the 
items to someone on the other side of a fence.

Owner Shelley Rosenfeld says it’s “really hard to 
believe a monkey would come over here and do it,” 
but the creature appears to be the culprit.

Rosenfeld told WFAA says she doesn’t plan to 
press charges at this time because she thinks the 
incident is humorous.

Same-name couple to wed 
after Facebook meeting

MIAMI (AP) — This October, Kelly Hildebrandt 
will vow to share her life with a man who already 
shares her name.

This is no joke. Kelly Katrina Hildebrandt, 20, 
and Kelly Carl Hildebrandt, 24, expect just over 100 
guests at a ceremony at the Lighthouse Point Yacht 
& Racquet Club in South Florida, where they will 
become husband and wife.

“He is just everything that I’ve ever looked for,” 
she said in an interview. “There’s always been cer-
tain qualities that a guy has to have..”

Their modern romance was a match made in 
cyberspace. She was curious and bored one night 
last year, so she plugged her name into the popular 
social networking Web site Facebook just to see if 
anyone shared it.

At the time, Kelly Hildebrandt, of Lubbock, was 
the only match.

So she sent him a message.
“She said ‘Hi. We had the same name. Thought it 

was cool,’” Kelly Carl Hildebrandt said. “I thought 
she was pretty cute.”

But there were also concerns.
“I thought, man, we’ve got to be related or some-

thing,” he said.
For the next three months the two exchanged 

e-mails. Before he knew it, occasional phone calls 
turned into daily chats, sometimes lasting hours. 
He visited her in Florida after a few months and 
“fell head over heels.”



Today is Tuesday, July 21, 
the 202nd day of 2009. There are 
163 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On July 21, 1959, the NS 
Savannah, the first nuclear-
powered merchant ship, was 
christened by first lady Mamie 
Eisenhower at Camden, N.J.

On this date:
In 1831, Leopold I was pro-

claimed King of the Belgians.
In 1861, the first Battle of Bull 

Run was fought at Manassas, 
Va., resulting in a Confederate 
victory.

In 1925, the so-called “Monkey 
Trial” ended in Dayton, Tenn., 
with John T. Scopes convicted 
of violating state law for teach-
ing Darwin’s Theory of 
Evolution. (The conviction was 
later overturned on a technical-
ity.)

In 1930, President Herbert 
Hoover signed an executive 
order establishing the Veterans 
Administration.

In 1944, American forces 

landed on Guam during World 
War II.

In 1949, the U.S. Senate rati-
fied the North Atlantic Treaty.

In 1961, Captain Virgil “Gus” 
Grissom became the second 
American to rocket into a sub-
orbital pattern around the 
Earth, flying aboard the Liberty 
Bell 7.

In 1969, Apollo 11 astronauts 
Neil Armstrong and Edwin 
“Buzz” Aldrin blasted off from 
the moon aboard the ascent 
stage of the lunar module for 
docking with the command 
module.

In 1980, draft registration 
began in the United States for 
19- and 20-year-old men.

In 1994, Britain’s Labor Party 
elected Tony Blair its new lead-
er, succeeding the late John 
Smith.

Today’s Birthdays: Singer 
Kay Starr is 87. Movie director 
Norman Jewison is 83. Actor 
Paul Burke is 83. Former 
Attorney General Janet Reno is 
71. Actress Patricia Elliott is 
67. Actor David Downing is 66. 
Actor Edward Herrmann is 66. 
Actor Leigh Lawson is 64. Actor 
Wendell Burton is 62. Actor Art 
Hindle is 61. Singer Yusuf Islam 
(formerly Cat Stevens) is 61. 
Cartoonist Garry Trudeau is 

61. Comedian-actor Robin 
Williams is 58. Rock singer-
musician Eric Bazilian (The 
Hooters) is 56. Comedian Jon 
Lovitz is 52. Actor Lance Guest 
is 49. Actor Matt Mulhern is 49. 
Comedian Greg Behrendt is 46. 
Rock musician Koen Lieckens 
(K’s Choice) is 43. Rock singer 
Emerson Hart is 40. Country 
singer Paul Brandt is 37. 
Actress Ali Landry is 36. Actor 
Justin Bartha is 31. Actor Josh 
Hartnett is 31. Contemporary 
Christian singer Brandon 
Heath is 31. Reggae singer 
Damian Marley is 31. Country 
singer Brad Mates (Emerson 
Drive) is 31. Indiana Fever for-
ward Tamika Catchings is 30. 
New York Yankees pitcher CC 
Sabathia is 29. 

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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Obama summons Democrats 
on key House panel to White House

WASHINGTON (AP) — With his signature health 
care initiative buffeted from all sides, President 
Barack Obama is summoning key House Democrats 
to the White House as he increases pressure on 
Congress to get the job done.

Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee — the only one of three House panels 
weighing health overhaul legislation that has yet to 
pass it — were to meet with the president Tuesday 
afternoon, the White House announced.

That follows a committee drafting session that last-
ed past midnight Monday as panel members slogged 
through numerous amendments, with majority 
Democrats turning back Republican attempts to 
change the bill. But Committee Chairman Henry 
Waxman’s bigger difficulties were with his own 
party, particularly a bloc of fiscally conservative 
Democrats who oppose the legislation in its cur-
rent form over costs and other issues.

Waxman and his aides have been deep in talks 
with these conservative “Blue Dog” Democrats, 
and as the panel wrapped up its work in the wee 
hours Waxman announced he was canceling a 
drafting session planned for Tuesday so negotia-
tions could continue.

“We’re having conversations with different mem-
bers to work out some of the issues so we can make 
this thing move forward,” Waxman, D-Calif., told 
reporters. He declined to elaborate.

Denied federal bailout,
CIT taps $3B private rescue

WASHINGTON (AP) — With bondholders com-
ing to the rescue of troubled commercial lender 
CIT Group Inc., and not the government, a new 
reality is setting in for investors.

With federal bailouts drying up and the economy 
still in distress, many more financial firms could 
face bankruptcy. When they do, it will be major 
private lenders that will have to decide whether to 
rescue the companies or allow them to fail.

It signals a return to the traditional path for 
financially troubled firms after nearly a year of 
government aid.

“It wasn’t clear that Treasury wanted this to be a 
turning point, but that’s the way it’s worked out,” 
said Simon Johnson, a former chief economist with 
the International Monetary Fund, now a professor 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s 
Sloan School of Management.

Battle between White House and Congress 
over F-22 jets head toward Senate vote

WASHINGTON (AP) — The argument over 
whether spending $1.75 billion on seven additional 
F-22 jets makes good economic sense is coming to 
a head between Congress and the Obama adminis-
tration.

Lawmakers from states that would benefit from 
manufacturing the jets want the money pumped 
into the aerospace and defense industries. Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates counters that the money 
would be better spent on assuring that the military 
has the tools it needs to fight the unconventional 
wars taking place in Iraq and Afghanistan.

An amendment to strip the F-22 money from a $680 
billion defense spending policy bill is scheduled for 
a vote in the Senate on Tuesday. President Barack 
Obama has threatened what would be the first veto 
of his presidency if the F-22 money remains in the 
bill presented for his signature.

“What I have not heard is substantive reason 
for adding more aircraft in terms of our strategic 
needs,” Gates said Monday while reiterating his 
opposition to the purchase.

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman 
Carl Levin, D-Mich., and the top Republican on the 
panel, Sen. John McCain of Arizona, sponsored the 
amendment to take out the F-22 money. But there’s 
strong resistance, particularly from senators rep-
resenting states where the plane and its parts are 
made.

More than 50 militants killed in clashes 
in northwest Pakistan, military says

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) — Two days of 
clashes between security forces and militants in 
Pakistan’s northwestern region near the Afghan 
border left more than 50 militants and three sol-

diers dead, the military said Tuesday.
There was no way to independently confirm the 

casualty figures because access to the remote area 
is restricted for journalists.

Maj. Fazlur Rahman, spokesman for the para-
military Frontier Corps, said the clashes came dur-
ing a two-day operation Sunday and Monday in the 
Maidan area of Lower Dir, a region bordering the 
Swat Valley where the army has been wrapping up 
an offensive against Taliban militants.

Pakistan’s army also said more than 50 militants 
had been killed in the clashes.

On Monday, the army reported separate clashes 
had left 20 people dead, including an officer. The 
deadliest fighting took place in the Swat Valley, 
where the military said it killed 12 suspected insur-
gents in a gunbattle near the town of Dardial.

Bernanke to update Congress on 
economy, expected to face tough 
questions on bailouts, recovery

WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal Reserve Chairman 
Ben Bernanke likely will face tough questions this 
week from lawmakers about taxpayer bailouts 
of financial companies, slow-moving government 
efforts to curb home foreclosures and the possibil-
ity that the Fed’s unprecedented steps to stimulate 
the economy could spur inflation later on.

The Fed chief is scheduled to deliver a fresh 
report on the country’s economic and financial 
health in back-to-back sessions on Capitol Hill 
starting Tuesday morning at 10 a.m. EDT with the 
House Financial Services Committee.

Skeptical lawmakers also are expected to voice 
concern about an Obama administration proposal 
that would expand the Fed’s oversight duties over 
big, globally interconnected financial companies 
whose failure could imperil the national economy.

Bernanke on Tuesday likely will repeat the cen-
tral bank’s belief that the economy will start grow-
ing again sometime in the second half of this year 
helped by record low interest rates and President 
Barack Obama’s $787 billion stimulus package of 
tax cuts and increased government spending.

Consumer spending appears to have stabilized, 
new-home sales are flattening out and declines 
in capital spending do not look as severe as they 
had at the beginning of the year, the Fed said last 
week.

Schwarzenegger, lawmakers agree on 
closing California’s $26B budget shortfall

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — California may 
soon be able to stop printing IOUs now that Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and legislative leaders 
have agreed on a compromise plan to close the 
state’s $26 billion shortfall without tax increases.

The governor and lawmakers announced the 
compromise late Monday, nearly three weeks after 
the state began issuing pay-you-later warrants to 
thousands of state contractors and vendors. Many 
recipients had trouble finding someone to take 
them after several major banks stopped accepting 
IOUs.

The four legislative leaders will begin selling the 
plan to other lawmakers Tuesday as the best way 
to get the state back on firm financial ground and 
prevent further sinking of the state’s credit rating, 
already the lowest in the nation. A contentious 
vote is expected Thursday.

The agreement composed of cuts, borrowing and 
fund shifts was not expected to resolve California’s 
financial problems as the economy continues to 
struggle and tax revenue lags far behind the level 
of the boom years.

“This is, of course, one of the most difficult 
economic times to face our state since the Great 
Depression, so none of these were easy choices,” 
said Assembly Minority Leader Sam Blakeslee.
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News in brief

Biden to meet with 
Ukraine’s leaders

KIEV, Ukraine (AP) 
— U.S. Vice President 
Joe Biden is expected to 
reaffirm Washington’s 
support for Ukraine’s 
pro-Western course 
in a series of meetings 
Tuesday with leaders 
and opposition represen-
tatives.

Ukraine’s leaders will 
be seeking reassuranc-
es that Washington’s 
efforts to jump-start 
strained relations with 
Moscow will not come 
at the expense of Kiev’s 
drive to join NATO and 
integrate with the West.

Moscow firmly opposes 
NATO membership for 
Ukraine and for Georgia, 
another pro-Western ex-
Soviet republic.



F
or years, the 
mulberry tree 
had been a 
nesting site for 

birds. As varied as their 
species, the nests often 
came crashing to the St. 
Augus-
tine lawn 
after 
violent 
storms. 
Rem-
nants of 
grass, 
twigs, 
yucca 
strings 
and mud-
laced 
abodes 
had to be removed 
before the woman could 
mow her yard.

Kneeling in the front 
flowerbed as she pulled 
unwanted grasses, the 
homeowner heard a 
noise coming from one 
of the lower tree limbs. 
As the scraping, pound-
ing sounds continued, 
she decided to investi-
gate. Approaching from 
the opposite side, the 
woman slowly inched 
around the trunk until 
she spotted a small, 
black and white bird 
that was chiseling a 
quarter-sized hole in a 

large limb.
Since the bird’s peck-

ing and hacking at the 
inner lining seemed 
endless, the woman 
eased away from the 
tree. As she entered the 
house to use the phone, 
she had a smile on her 
face. Another tenant for 
the tree appeared to be 
a ladder-backed wood-
pecker.

“You have to come see 
this,” was stated em-
phatically as an excited 
lover of birds called to 
relate her experience. 
So as not to interrupt 
the excavation process, 
we parked curbside 
and watched through 
binoculars.

As the bird removed 
the debris of its la-
bor, we could see tiny 
specks and dust cov-
ering the bristle-like 
feathers that protected 
its nostrils. Withstand-
ing the shock to its 
skull from the constant 
pounding, the wood-
pecker used its hard, 
pointed bill to create a 
new home.

While we were occu-
pied with “baby sea-
son,” the homeowner 
continued to watch the 
frenzied efforts. When 

that activity ceased, 
she sensed the period of 
incubation by both par-
ents had begun at the 
bottom of the tunnel. 

After weeks had 
passed, the woodpeck-
ers were seen making 
numerous trips to and 
from the hole. Return-
ing from a planned 
vacation, the homeown-
er noticed the parents 
rushing to different 
parts of her yard. Her 
guess that the nestlings 
were now fledglings 
proved accurate.

Glancing through the 
storm door one morn-
ing, she noticed one of 
the young woodpeckers 
standing on her front 
porch. Quickly round-
ing up her cats and a 
bag of kitty litter, the 
woman told her protest-
ing pets they would be 
housebound for a while.

Diligently, the par-
ents fed the youngster 
on the porch. Approach-
ing its offspring as it 
stood near the door, the 
male had just caught 
a tempting insect. Not 
anticipating a looming 
feline on the other side 
of the glass, the parent 
tried at the last second 
to avoid its enemy.

“Thump.  A loud 
thump.  It’s out cold!” 
said the woman as she 
described the impact of 
the woodpecker. Tell-
ing her to support the 
entire body, I asked her 
to place it in a box and 
keep it quiet, warm and 
dark. 

When I looked inside 
her temporary enclo-
sure, I agreed with 
her that it was a male 
ladder-back. Its red cap 
set it apart from the 
female, who wears a 
black one. 

The symmetry of its 
black back, enhanced 
with white bars, sug-
gested a ladder in 
appearance. Spotted 
with white, its black 
wings gave an illu-

sion that the zebra 
coloration continued. 
Even its black tail had 
outer feathers that were 
barred. Compared to its 
noticeable black and 
white striped face, the 
male’s lower parts were 
an almost dirty white, 
with blackish spotting 
on its sides and breast.

Fascinated by its feet, 
the woman and I knew 
that not every bird 
has such a configura-
tion. To move upward, 
around and down tree 
trunks and limbs, the 

woodpecker has four 
toes with long, curved 
nails. While two toes 
point forward, the other 
toes are backward. The 
shorter of the two can 
be turned at a right 
angle and assists in the 
bird’s ability to cling to 
bark.

Several hours later 
I called the woman. 
Awake and angry at 
being enclosed, the 
woodpecker flew effort-
lessly in a long enclo-
sure. Not wanting the 
bird to hurt itself out 

of frustration, I gladly 
returned it to its family 
and her yard.

As we watched the 
ladder-back reacquaint 
with his tree, the wom-
an told of its mate coax-
ing the errant fledgling 
off the porch and on to 
her hedge. From there, 
it had slowly worked its 
way into the mulberry 
and safety.

 Bebe McCasland 
is federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds.
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Bird Poop:

‘Desert woodpecker’
gets very kind assist

Courtesy photo

Searching for larvae of moth and wood-boring beetles, ants, aphids, caterpil-
lars and flies, the ladder-backed woodpecker extends its long, sticky tongue 
to capture its prey. Acorns, nuts, berries and cactus fruit are also on its 
menu. A year round resident of the Southwest, the “desert woodpecker” 
frequents canyons, mesquite and hackberry trees. 
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