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by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

With just a couple of days left in 
this year’s Salvation Army Back 
to School Drive, officials with the 
local charity say they are bracing 
themselves for the last minute on-
slaught.

“It was really strange this year be-
cause we had a big rush Monday and 
Tuesday, which were the first two 
days we took applications for the 
program,” said Paula Lafler, social 
worker with the Salvation Army. 
“That doesn’t happen very often. 
Then, things seemed to slow down 
quite a bit Wednesday, so we’re re-

ally expecting the 
numbers to jump 
today and Friday, 
which is the last 
day for folks to ap-
ply.”

Lafler said the 
program — which 

provides local low-income students 
with back-to-school necessities 
such as paper, pencils and back-
packs — provided for more than 300 
students last year, and despite slow 
numbers so far, Salvation Army of-
ficials are expecting similar num-
bers this year.

“We’ve already given out between 
80 and 90 sets of supplies, so we’re a 

little behind where I thought we’d 
be,” said Lafler. 

“However, we gathered supplies 
for 350 kids and had that and more 
come in for them. We ordered 350 
sets again this year, and we’re ex-
pecting to hand out about that many 
when this is over.”

Applications for supplies will be 
taken from 9 a.m. until noon and 1 
p.m. until 3 p.m. today through Fri-
day, according to Lafler.

“We need people who are coming 
in to apply to bring a social secu-
rity card and state-issued picture 
ID,” said Lafler. “We can’t go off

See SUPPLIES, Page 3

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Howard College’s president said the in-
stitution is ready to answer U.S. President 
Barack Obama’s call for a multi-billion-
dollar investment in the nation’s commu-

nity colleges.
Obama announced Tuesday a 

four-part, $12 billion program 
aimed at helping community 
colleges reach, teach and train 
more people “for the jobs of the 
future.”

Under the initiative, colleges 
could qualify for “challenge 
grants” which would give them 

money to try new programs or expand ex-
isting operations.

Money also could be spent to renovate 
or construct facilities, something never 
offered from the federal government to 
community colleges before. Other funds 
would be targeted toward dropout preven-
tion and providing greater access to online 
courses.

Dr. Cheryl Sparks, president of Howard 
College, said lawmakers at both the feder-
al and state level are coming to appreciate 
the role community colleges play in work-
force training.

“What’s happening at the national level 
is just a reflection of what’s happening 
at the state level,” she said. “Earlier this 
year, we saw the state legislature an-
nounce initiatives enhancing our work 
training programs.

“Needless to say, we’re very pleased to 
see this new focus,” Sparks added.

The reason for that heightened focus, 
she said, was the unique role community 
colleges play in their area.

“We are in the community and we’re di-
rectly tied to the local community,” she 
said. “With all the workforce training 
and academic opportunities we offer, we 

See COLLEGE, Page 3
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Work crews tear up existing sidewalks on the 800 block of Gregg Street this morning. The work is part of a 
Texas Department of Transportation project renovating Highway 87 through much of big Spring.

Community
college
investment?
Obama initiative a hit 
at Howard College

Sparks

Back to school

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

If you have the travel bug, 
the Howard County A&M 
Club has a deal for you.

Trips to such far-ranging 
destinations as Cancun, Mex-
ico and Pebble Beach, Ca-
lif., will be among the many 
items offered when the local 
A&M Club holds its 10th An-
nual Scholarship Auction 
Saturday.

As usual, the event will fea-
ture a wide array of sports 
and music memorabilia. But 
that’s only just a portion of 
what the event has to offer, 
organizers said.

Activities start 
with a skeet shoot 
at 3 p.m. Saturday 
at 7500 E. Moss 
Lake Rd. Interest-
ed persons need 
to contact Kelly 
Gaskins at (432) 
517-0471.

After the shoot-
ing stops, however, atten-
tion will shift to the auction, 
which will begin with a bar-
becue dinner at 5:30 p.m. at 
Moss Creek Ranch, 1601 S. 
Moss Lake Rd. The auction 
should begin around 7 p.m., 
said Dianna Newton, event 
organizer.

While Newton promises the 
evening will be fun, it has a 
serious purpose.

“The purpose of the auc-
tion is to provide scholarship 
money for Howard County 
students attending Texas 
A&M University in College 
Station,” she said. “Right 
now, we have nine students 
receiving scholarships from 
the Howard County A&M 
Club.”

Among the more unique 
items up for auction this year 
is a trip for two to the 2010 U.S. 
Open Golf tournament at Peb-
ble Beach, Calif. The package 
includes airfare and hotel ac-

commodations, Newton said. 
Other vacation packages in-
clude trips to Cabo San Lucas 
and Cancun, Mexico, Pagosa 
Springs, Colo. and St. Peters-
burg, Fla.

A mainstay of the auction 
is its sports memorabilia and 
this year’s offerings are heav-
ily accented with Dallas Cow-
boys items, Newton said. Au-
tographed jerseys signed by 
Emmitt Smith, Tony Dorsett 
and Randy White will be auc-
tioned, as well as an item au-
tographed by every starting 
quarterback in Cowboys’ his-
tory.
See A&m CLUb, Page 3

A&M Club scholarship fund-raiser
to feature skeet shoot and auction

Newton

Salvation Army handing out supplies to needy kids



Maria Petra Duran
Maria Petra Duran, 57, of San Antonio died 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009, at South West General 
Medical Center in San Antonio. Vigil services will 
be held at 8 p.m. Thursday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Funeral mass will be held at 2 p.m. Friday 

at Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
with the Rev. Ariel Lagunilla offici-
ating. Burial will be at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

She was born Sept. 1, 1952, in Big 
Spring. She had been a lifetime resi-
dent of San Antonio. She worked at 
Methodist Hospital for more than 30 
years, then pursued her lifetime 
ambition to teach. She graduated 
from the University of Texas at San 

Antonio with a degree in education.
While attending the University, she did substi-

tute teaching. After graduation she taught first 
grade until her illness forced her to retire.

She was a member of St. Leo’s Catholic Church in 
San Antonio. She was active in LULAC and the 
American Cancer Society, San Antonio Chapter. 
Her hobby was line dancing.

Maria is survived by her two step-sons, Luis 
Pineda Jr., and Anthony Pineda Sr. and wife, Susie, 
all of San Antonio; two grandchildren, Alexis 
Pineda and Anthony Pineda Jr.; five aunts, Juanita 
Gutierrez of Odessa, Elvira Olivas, Rosa Alvarez 
and Margarita Alvarez, all of Big Spring, and Mary 
“Chagua” Sanchez of San Antonio; and a number of 
cousins.

Maria was preceded in death by her parents, 
Manuela and Gabriel Duran.

Pallbearers will be Eric Sanchez, Enrique Sanchez 
III, Enrique Alvarez, Albert Alvarez, Edward Olivas 
and John Dominguez.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Louie Paulger
Louie Paulger, 99, of Big Spring died Tuesday, 

July 14, 2009, at Parkview Nursing and 
Rehabilitation. Funeral services 
will be at 10:30 a.m. Friday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel with the Rev. Ken 
McMeans, pastor of College Baptist 
Church, officiating. Burial will be at 
the City of Lubbock Cemetery.  

She was born June 24, 1910, in 
Ector County to Elda Mae and Claud 
Archie Paulger. She graduated from 
the Moody Bible Institute in 1937. 
She worked more than 30 years for 

the Child Evangelism Fellowship, first in Lubbock 
and then in the Big Spring area. She had been a 
resident of Big Spring since 1956, coming from 
Lubbock. She was a member of College Baptist 
Church.

Survivors include several nephews.  
The family suggests memorials to the Child 

Evangelism Fellowship, P.O. Box 348, Warrington, 
Mo. 63383.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com 

Gregoria Escanuelas
Gregoria Escanuelas, 56, of Odessa, formerly of 

Big Spring died Wednesday, July 15, 2009, in an 
Odessa Hospital. Services are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.
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Marae (Dumpy) Brooks
Marae (Dumpy) Brooks of Lindale joined her hus-

band, Gerald Lloyd (Jerry) Brooks, in their new life 
together July 14, 2009.  

She left behind two sons, Rocky Ray Brooks of 
Euless and Don Lloyd Brooks of Big Spring; a 

daughter, Cary Brooks Nichols of 
Lindale; a sister, Dee Jenkins and 
brother-in-law Paul Jenkins of Big 
Spring; and a brother, Charles 
Clarke and sister-in-law Shari 
Clarke of Boise, Idaho. Her legacy 
includes 17 grandchildren, four 
great-grandchildren, several aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins 
and many, many friends.

Marae was born and attended 
school in Snyder. She and Jerry 

lived in Big Spring for many years where she held 
the position of director of the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. She had also served as community 
director for a Big Spring senior citizen assisted liv-
ing apartment community, and office manager and 
accountant at the Big Spring Herald.

Before moving to Lindale in March 2009, she lived 
in Irving for 12 years, where she had worked as a 
financial advisor at Fowler Christian Apartments, 
worked for TXU Electric, and after retirement, had 
worked part-time at the Irving Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.

A memorial service will be held Friday, July 17, 
2009, at 2 p m. at First Christian Church, 210 E. 
Sixth St. in Irving, followed by a reception for fam-
ily and friends at the church.     

Arrangements are made by Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home of Irving.

Paid obituary

Joan Deaumer Nash
Joan Deaumer Nash, 88, of Lewisville, formerly of 

Big Spring died Wednesday, July 15, 2009, in a 
Lewisville hospital. Graveside funeral services will 
be held at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, July 18, 2009, at the 
Peace Chapel at Trinity Memorial Park in Big 
Spring with Dallas Lee “Tony” Nash II officiating.

She was born Feb. 20, 1921, in Bluefield, W. Va., 
and married Dallas Lee Nash March 2, 1944, in 
Bluefield, W. Va. He preceded her in death June 9, 
2006.

She received her bachelor’s degree in education 
from Concord University in Athens, W. Va., in 
1942. She taught for 37 years, three of which were in 
Panama. She and her husband Dallas moved to Big 
Spring in 1967. Joan retired from the Big Spring 
Independent School District in 1983. In addition to 
teaching, Joan attended the Pittsburgh Art Institute 
and loved oil painting, drawing and even garden-
ing.

She was a member of First Baptist Church, where 
she taught Sunday School.

Survivors include one son, Dallas Lee “Tony” 
Nash II and wife, Sandi, of Lewisville; two grand-
sons, Dallas Lee Nash III and wife, Amy, of 
Lewisville, and Wilson Nash of Concord, Calif.; and 
one sister, Lois Taylor of Bluefield, W. V.

She was also preceded in death by her parents, 
three sisters and one brother.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 
a.m. today:

• VANESSA ARMENDAREZ, 24, of Stanton, was 
arrested Wednesday on two local warrants and a 
charge of possession of a controlled substance.

• THEFT was reported:
in the 1700 block of FM 700.
in the 400 block of Birdwell Lane.
in the 1800 block of Gregg Street.
• POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 

was reported in the 800 block of Interstate Highway 
20.

• BURGLARY F A VEHICLE was reported in the 
200 block of 11th Street.

• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 
reported in the 1600 block of Sixth Street.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 
1900 block of Highway 87.

• ARSON was reported in the 900 block of Goliad.

Note: Due to telephone and Internet difficulties 
at the Herald office Thursday morning, reports 
from the Big Spring Fire Department and EMS, 
as well as the Howard County Sheriff’s Office, 
were unavailable at press time.

• Big Spring High School will be offering the exit 
level TAKS retest through Friday at the high school. 
Please bring picture identification with you to the 
high school library at 8 a.m. Testing schedule is: 
Wednesday, Math; Thursday, Science; and Friday, 
Social Studies.

• The American Legion Post 506 will host a fish fry 
from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday at the lodge, 3203 W. 
Highway 80. Carry outs will be available. Delivery 
will be available from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. by calling 
263-2084. Plates are $10 each. Everyone is welcome.

• The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded 
West Texas Opportunities funds through the Texas 
Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment fund. 
West Texas Opportunities will assist current 
and former military personnel serving in Iraq or 
Afghanistan and their families. Funding will serve 
Howard, Martin, Andrews, Borden, Dawson, Ector, 
Fisher, Gaines, Glasscock, Midland, Mitchell, 
Nolan, Scurry and Upton counties. For more 
information, contact Diana Martinez or Debbie 
Wilson at 110 Johnson in Big Spring or call (432) 
267-9536.

• An account to defray funeral costs for the family of 
Justin Hernandez has been set up at Western Bank 
— formerly known as First Bank of West Texas 
— located on FM 700. Hernandez was killed in a 
shooting May 29. For more information, contact the 
bank at 267-1113.

• Road to Recovery, a free service for those in 
the Big Spring area taking cancer treatments at 
Allison Cancer in Midland, is still in operation. The 
coordinator and phone number to call have changed. 
To get a ride to cancer treatment in Midland, please 
call Amy Carnes at (432) 334-6121, which is the 
American Cancer Society office in Odessa. If Amy 
is out of the office, you may leave your information 
with Melissa. An alternate number to call is 1-800-
ACS-2345, which is the regional patient services 
offices; they will relay your information to Amy for 
the local drivers.

• Mobile Meals needs volunteers. If you can donate 
one hour per week to our organization delivering 
meals between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m., you will be 
helping the senior citizens of Big Spring. Contact 
Macaria Cantu at 263-4016

The winning numbers 
drawn in the Lotto Texas 
drawing Wednesday 
night: 1-14-16-24-38-42.

Results of the Cash 5 
drawing Wednesday 
night:

Winning numbers 
drawn: 1-2-6-12-33.

Number matching five 
of five: 2. Prize: $11,300

Winning ticket pur-

chased in: Katy.

The winning Daily 4 
numbers drawn 
Wednesday night by the 
Texas Lottery, in order: 
9-9-8-2. Sum It Up: 28.

The winning Pick 3 
numbers drawn 
Wednesday night by the 
Texas Lottery, in order: 
6-3-7. Sum It Up: 16.

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Fri
7/17

102/72
Partly cloudy
skies. Hot.
High 102F.
Winds ENE
at 5 to 10
mph.

Sunrise:
6:51 AM

Sunset:
8:53 PM

Sat
7/18

90/69
Scattered
thunder-

storms pos-
sible.

Sunrise:
6:52 AM

Sunset:
8:52 PM

Sun
7/19

92/71
Partly
cloudy,
chance of a
thunder-

storm.

Sunrise:
6:53 AM

Sunset:
8:52 PM

Mon
7/20

96/72
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
mid 90s and
lows in the
low 70s.

Sunrise:
6:53 AM

Sunset:
8:51 PM

Tue
7/21

93/70
Partly
cloudy.
Highs in the
low 90s and
lows in the
low 70s.

Sunrise:
6:54 AM

Sunset:
8:51 PM

Brownsville
96/76

Houston
97/76

Austin
102/75

Dallas
98/76

El Paso
105/79

Amarillo
91/63

San Antonio
103/77

Big Spring
102/72

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 102 72 pt sunny Kingsville 100 77 mst sunny
Amarillo 91 63 mst sunny Livingston 98 74 t-storm
Austin 102 75 t-storm Longview 94 74 t-storm
Beaumont 94 75 t-storm Lubbock 99 68 pt sunny
Brownsville 96 76 mst sunny Lufkin 98 74 t-storm
Brownwood 101 73 sunny Midland 102 75 pt sunny
Corpus Christi 97 78 mst sunny Raymondville 100 77 pt sunny
Corsicana 97 74 pt sunny Rosenberg 97 75 mst sunny
Dallas 98 76 pt sunny San Antonio 103 77 t-storm
Del Rio 104 80 t-storm San Marcos 102 76 t-storm
El Paso 105 79 mst sunny Sulphur Springs 94 73 t-storm
Fort Stockton 101 74 sunny Sweetwater 101 71 pt sunny
Gainesville 97 72 pt sunny Tyler 95 73 t-storm
Greenville 95 72 t-storm Weatherford 99 73 pt sunny
Houston 97 76 pt sunny Wichita Falls 99 68 pt sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 86 67 t-storm Minneapolis 63 55 rain
Boston 85 65 pt sunny New York 88 68 mst sunny
Chicago 70 55 mst sunny Phoenix 109 86 pt sunny
Dallas 98 76 pt sunny San Francisco 82 59 pt sunny
Denver 84 59 mst sunny Seattle 84 59 mst sunny
Houston 97 76 pt sunny St. Louis 75 61 mst sunny
Los Angeles 86 65 sunny Washington, DC 89 71 t-storm
Miami 92 80 t-storm

Moon Phases

Last
Jul 15

New
Jul 22

First
Jul 28

Full
Aug 6

UV Index
Fri

7/17
11

Extreme

Sat
7/18

9
Very High

Sun
7/19
11

Extreme

Mon
7/20

9
Very High

Tue
7/21
11

Extreme

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2009 American Profile Hometown Content ServiceTake Note

TODAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 
• Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Association 

meets at 5:30 p.m. in the Big Spring City Council 
Chambers, 307 E. Fourth.

• League of United Latin American Citizens 
LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. The public 
is invited. 

• American Legion Post 506 meets at 6 p.m. Call 
263-2084 for more information.

• Rackley-Swords 379, Vietnam Veterans of 
America meets at 7 p.m. in the Sparenburg 
Building, 309 S. Main St.

• Big Spring Masonic Lodge No. 1340 meets at 
7:30 p.m. at 2101 Lancaster. 

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-
1037 or 267-7281 for more information.

 
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board

Obituaries

Lottery
Police blotter



A&M CLUB
Continued from Page 1

Also for auction will be a wide selection of music 
memorabilia — including tickets to a George Strait 
concert in Houston — and locally crafted metal 
items, such as hat racks and lamps, Newton said.

The big auction item of the night, however, will be 
naming rights to a scholarship. The minimum bid 
on the scholarship will be $5,000, Newton noted.

The general public — regardless of college affilia-
tion — is welcome, she said.

“The reason we’re doing this is because, first of 
all, there’s a need. These kids need monetary and 
emotional support from their home county. That’s 
the biggest thing,” Newton said. “And, secondly, 
it’s just a lot of fun.”

To donate to the scholarship fund, or for more 
information on the auction, contact Newton at 263-
4204.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 
234 or by e-mail at reporter@bigspringherald.com

COLLEGE
Continued from Page 1

cover the waterfront of 
educational opportunity 
in a community.”

Until now, federal 
funds have had a more 
indirect impact on 
Howard College — usu-

ally in the form of Pell 
grants and student loan 
money — but President 
Obama’s initiative an-
nounces a more active 
relationship in the fu-
ture, Sparks said.

“The federal govern-
ment is a major player 
in community col-
leges,” she said. “Pell 
grants and college loan 

programs ... are the only 
way some students can 
afford to attend college. 
But this certainly marks 
a heightened interest in 
community colleges.”

Although President 
Obama’s initiative is 
likely several years 
from implementation, 
Sparks said Howard 
College will be prepared 

if and when the program 
becomes a reality.

“We have been watch-
ing the past few admin-
istrations ... and there 
has been a noticeable 
increase in interest in 
community colleges,” 
Sparks said. “It’s as if 
national and state leg-
islators are seeing the 
role community colleg-

es can play — and we’re 
ready.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com
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AN
    ENCOURAGING
                        WORD

         By Eddy Pitchford

Satan wants us to fall hook, line and sinker for his lies. He uses various baits to 
lure us away from the will of God. He desires that we love things and use people. 
He prompts us to selfishly misuse money, sexuality and religion. He attracts our 
attention enough to snag us and then reels us in.

Jesus says of Satan, "...He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand 
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from 
his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it" (John 8:44).

Satan lies and distorts truth as he lures us through "...the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life..." (I John 2:16) It is imperative that we "take heed 
lest we fall."

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.............................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship..........................................5:00 PM
Wednesday Class.......................................7:00 PM
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200315 coahoma ch of c-7-16.indd   1 7/15/09   4:27:49 PM

may occur 15 to 50 years after exposure. 
MESOTHELIOMA or LUNG CANCER
may be caused by asbestos exposure, 
ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA by Ben-
zene exposure and MELANOMA, KID-
NEY or BLADDER CANCER by coal 
tar pitch exposure. Family members 
may also be exposed by dirty clothes.
Call us for professional insight.

CANCER EXPERIENCE 
COUNTS

Lawyers with over 90 years 
combined expertise.

1-888-MESO-FIRM
www.AsbestosLaw.com

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Board Certifi ed Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial 
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT
CAMERON, TEXAS

Industrial
or Toxic

(1-888-637-6347)

Quick Cash One
We are the solution to your money problems!

Payday Loans from $100 to $500

$
3306 N. Midkiff

Midland, Tx
432-689-0445

1303 W. Dickinson
Fort Stockton, Tx

432-336-3880
Sherwoodway Rd.

San Angelo, Tx
325-942-0205

300 E. Holland
Alpine, Tx

432-263-4400
612 S. Gregg
Big Spring, Tx
432-263-4400

4245 Yarbrough, Drive 
Suite 0, El Paso, Tx

915-559-1100163081

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/09
178311

 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288
Rosie Hernandez, 27, 

died Sunday.  Funeral 
Mass will be at 10 a.m. 
Thursday at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Catholic 
Church with burial at 
Trinity Memorial Park.  

Louise Paulger, 99, died 
Tuesday.  Funeral 
Services will be at 10:30 
a.m. Friday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel with burial 
at the City of Lubbock 
Cemetery.

Maria Petra Duran, 57, 
died Wednesday.  Vigil 
Services will be at 7 p.m. 
Thursday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.  Funeral 
Mass will be at 2 p.m. 
Friday at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church with 
burial at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

Gregoria Escanuelas, 
56, died Wednesday.  
Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. 

JACK & JILL
DAYCARE

Open 7 days a Week 5 am-Midnight
Birth to 12 years old

1708 S. Nolan                 267-8411
004255

SUPPLIES
Continued from Page 1

of Medicaid cards and birth cer-
tificates anymore. We also need 
to know what school the child is 

going to and what grade they will 
be in. Also, bring proof of income 
and expenses. We’ll let you know 
right then and there whether you 
qualify for the program, and if 
you do, you’ll be able to take the 
supplies home right then.”

For more information on the 

program, contact the Salvation 
Army at 267-8239.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

BILL KACZOR
Associated Press Writer

PENSACOLA, Fla. (AP) — Eight 
people have been charged in a pre-
cisely executed, deadly break-in at a 
Florida Panhandle home, but authori-
ties are still seeking at least one more 
accomplice who they believe failed 
his assignment to disable the house’s 
surveillance system.

Footage taken by the cameras 
helped lead investigators to the sus-
pects in last week’s shooting deaths of 
Melanie and Byrd Billings, who were 
known for adopting 13 children with 
special needs. The videos showed 
masked men — some dressed as nin-
jas — slipping into front and back 
doors at the home.

Police on Wednesday arrested an 
eighth suspect, 47-year-old Pamela 
Long Wiggins, charging her with ac-
cessory after the fact to felony mur-
der, Escambia County Sheriff David 
Morgan said. Seven others have also 

been charged in the killings.
Morgan said the men spent 30 days 

training for what was a precisely ex-
ecuted break-in, save for the failure to 
turn off the couple’s camera system. 
Before the crime, the extensive sur-
veillance system was used to monitor 
the children.

“The execution was basically flaw-
less,” Morgan said. “The one gaping 
hole that would not have made this a 
perfect operation, if you will, was the 
fact that the surveillance system was 
not disabled. I guess the question was 
why was it not?”

Morgan said investigators think an 
accomplice or one of the seven sus-
pects at the scene had been assigned 
to turn off the cameras, possibly re-
motely, but never did — and the men 
who broke in apparently didn’t know 
that. Morgan said authorities expect 
to question two more “persons of in-
terest” in the next couple of days.

The surveillance videos led investi-

gators to a red van used as a used as 
a getaway car and eventually to the 
suspects, a loosely connected group of 
mostly day laborers who knew each 
other through a power washing busi-
ness and an auto detailing operation.

They were in the nine-bedroom 
house for just four minutes and on 
the property for 10, Morgan said.

Morgan said the suspects took a safe 
from the house, though he would not 
say what was in it or what else was 
taken. Authorities have said the main 
motive was robbery, though there 
may have been others.

He said earlier that Wiggins is a 
friend and landlord to 35-year-old 
Leonard Gonzalez Jr., whom Morgan 
described as a “pivotal person” in or-
ganizing the break-in.

Morgan said Thursday that Wig-
gins led them to evidence, though he 
would not be more specific.

“We have obtained a lot of physi-
cal evidence as a result of the arrest 

of this witness,” he told NBC’s Today 
Show.

Gonzalez, who’s charged with mur-
der, proclaimed his innocence in 
court Tuesday.

State Attorney Eddins said the day 
before Wiggins’ arrest that he will 
ask a grand jury to indict the suspects 
on first-degree murder charges. The 
male suspects range in age from 16 to 
56.

David Melenkevitz, a spokesman 
for the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration, said his agency is assisting 
with the investigation but would not 
comment further. He said Escambia 
County officials have also sought help 
from other federal agencies including 
the FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

Nine of the couple’s 13 adopted chil-
dren were home during the break-in. 
Three saw the intruders but were not 
hurt. The couple also had four chil-
dren from previous marriages.

Eight suspects in custody in Florida couple slayings

CARYN ROUSSEAU
Associated Press Writer

CHICAGO  — One of 
the world’s most iconic 
skyscrapers has long 
tempted Chicago visi-
tors to squint, crane 
their necks and try to 
see the tip of the coun-
try’s tallest building. 
But starting Thursday, 
Sears Tower will be 
gone.

Sort of. Its black, 
block-like architecture 
and towering rooftop 
spikes will remain, but 
the widely recognized 
name it carried for 
three decades will be 
pushed out by a British 
company.

Willis Tower will be 
introduced to Chicago 
by Mayor Richard M. 
Daley and others on 
Thursday during a pub-
lic renaming ceremony 
hosted by Willis Group 
Holdings. The London-
based insurance broker-
age secured the naming 
rights as part an agree-
ment to lease 140,000 
square feet of space, 
and has said it plans to 

bring hundreds of jobs 
to the city.

But some locals aren’t 
sold.

“It’s always going to 
be the Sears Tower. It’s 
part of Chicago and I 
won’t call it Willis Tow-
er. In Chicago we hold 
fast,” Chicago teacher 
Marianne Turk, 46, said 
as she stood in line this 
week to go up to the 
building’s Skydeck.

The 110-story sky-
scraper has been known 
as Sears Tower since it 
opened in 1973. Its origi-
nal tenant, Sears Roe-
buck and Co., moved 
out in 1992 but its sign 
stayed. A real estate in-
vestment group, Ameri-
can Landmark Prop-
erties of Skokie, now 
owns the 1,450-foot-tall 
building.

“Everybody knows 
that tower,” Willis 
Group Holdings chief 
executive Joe Plumeri 
said ahead of Thurs-
day’s ceremony. “If 
we’re good corporate 
citizens and do what we 
should, hopefully Wil-

lis and the tower and 
Chicago will all become 
synonymous.”

Historically, skyscrap-
ers have been businesses 
unto themselves, acting 
as a commodity to com-
pete for high rents and 
tenants, said Carol Wil-
lis, founder and director 

of The Skyscraper Mu-
seum in New York.

“Naming rights are 
an asset of the building. 
They can be turned into 
money and that’s what 
the new owners are do-
ing,” she said.

Other well known 
buildings have under-
gone name changes — 
New York City’s Pan 
Am Building became 
the MetLife Building, 
and Chicago’s Standard 
Oil Building is now the 
Aon Center — but the 
public hasn’t always 
taken to them.

The Chicago tower’s 
owners acknowledge it 
will take time for some 
people to accept the 
new name, but they’re 
confident it will happen 
eventually.

“It is an icon, but I be-
lieve over time it will 
become known as Willis 
Tower,” said John Hus-
ton of American Land-
mark Properties, who 
represents the building 
ownership.

Alex Lucas, 29, an Ar-
lington Heights business 

systems analyst who 
works down the street 
from the skyscraper, 
was so displeased with 
the name change that 
he started a Web site, 
www.itsthesearstower.
com.

“Chicago is going to 
lose a big part of what is 
its identity and I don’t 
know what’s going to 
fill that space,” Lucas 
said.

The new name isn’t 
the only major change 
this year. Last month, 
owners announced a 
$350 million greening 
effort, complete with 
wind turbines and so-
lar panels, along with 
plans for a 50-story lux-
ury hotel. For tourists, 
glass-bottomed enclosed 
balconies on the 103rd 
Skydeck were opened 
earlier this month, giv-
ing visitors a 1,353-foot 
look straight down.

All these efforts were 
part of a plan aimed at 
remarketing the build-
ing as a pioneer and 
reintroducing it to the 
world, owners say.

Reluctance to let go of 
the name is understand-
able, said Plumeri, Wil-
lis Group Holdings’ 
CEO. But, he added, 
“By the same token life 
moves on, nothing ever 
stays the same. Chicago 
is an evolving city.”

What you talkin’ bout, Willis? Sears Tower renamed
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Hell is for ‘heroes’ like Frank Ricci

South Carolina deserves better

I
t appears that liberal activ-
ist group People For the 
American Way’s smear 
campaign against Connecti-

cut firefighter Frank Ricci is 
bearing fruit. Dahlia Lithwick 
has already responded with an 
obedient hit piece 
in Slate magazine, 
which perfectly fits 
the bill.

Why are liberals 
targeting Ricci? 
Because he had the 
audacity to chal-
lenge Supreme 
Court nominee 
Sonia Sotomayor’s 
2nd U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals 
summary ruling 
against him and 
other firefighters denied pro-
motions because of affirmative 
action policies. Worse, he pre-
vailed when the Supreme Court 
reversed the Sotomayor court.

Worse yet, Ricci has agreed 
to testify at Judge Sotomayor’s 
Senate confirmation hearing, so 
liberal hardballers supporting 
Sotomayor’s confirmation must 
personally discredit him — just 
as they did Joe the Plumber.

You know the drill; liberals 
always go to the mat for the com-
mon man and for African-Amer-
icans and women — unless, of 
course, those common men, Afri-
can-Americans or women (e.g., 
Joe, Clarence Thomas, Sarah 
Palin) oppose their agenda.

People For the American Way 
triggered this opposition re-
search campaign against Ricci 
in an e-mail, which cited “Frank 
Ricci’s troubled and litigious 
work history.” Dahlia Lithwick 
then helped to fill in the blanks 
in her article “Fire Proof.” (I 
wish some of these lib crack in-
vestigative reporters would use 
their formidable talents to fill in 
the blanks on President Barack 
Obama’s largely undocumented 

life. But here I merely fantasize 
— and digress.)

Right up front in her article, 
Lithwick tells us that “Ricci has 
become a sort of folk hero for 
white men everywhere, having 
dared to stand up against the 
evils of affirmative action and 
race-based employment prefer-
ences.” At the confirmation 
hearings, “he will be called on to 
make the point ... that Sotomay-
or, for all her talk of empathy ... 
‘demonstrated no empathy for 
the real world consequences’ of 
affirmative action on Ricci.”

This is wrong — and offensive 
— in several ways. While I don’t 
expect doctrinaire liberals to 
understand this, conservatives 
don’t see the world through the 
same race-conscious prism as 
they do. We don’t see Ricci as 
white or Italian or any other cat-
egory, and we certainly don’t see 
him as a type of folk hero fight-
ing reverse discrimination.

His skin color and ethnicity 
are utterly irrelevant to us, ex-
cept to the extent they were used 
by his employer and the Soto-
mayor court to deny Ricci and 
his colleagues promotions they 
had worked hard to achieve.

Memo to libs: While you may 
well consider Sotomayor a folk 
heroine because of her gender 
and ethnicity, that is not how 
most of us think.

The principle we seek to have 
vindicated is not white power or 
male power. It is racial and gen-
der neutrality and equal protec-
tion of the laws.

Nor does Lithwick accurately 
perceive the conservative mind-
set regarding Sotomayor’s re-
puted “empathy” orientation to 
jurisprudence. The fact that So-
tomayor would only selectively 
indulge her empathetic impulse 
— in favor of certain minorities 
— is no news flash. Liberals of 
the race-conscious variety make 
no secret about their selective 

approach to racism and sexism. 
Just ask Attorney General Eric 
Holder, who has made clear his 
view that proposed hate crime 
statutes are only designed to pro-
tect those who have been histori-
cally aggrieved, which excludes, 
for example, white men.

But that’s hardly the point con-
cerning judicial “empathy.” Our 
main concern here is that appel-
late judges make their rulings 
based on the law and not their 
feelings — or policy preferences, 
for that matter.

Lithwick proceeds to describe 
Ricci’s allegedly “litigious” past, 
presumably to make him a less 
sympathetic and credible wit-
ness.

But again she misses the point. 
These confirmation hearings are 
not about Ricci or his past. And 
the relevant issue in his recently 
successful reversal of the Soto-
mayor court was not his alleged 
penchant for lawsuits. It was 
whether that court visited an in-
justice upon him and his fellow 
plaintiffs and, if so, why.

It seems to me that the People 
For the American Way, Lith-
wick and other windup liberal 
activists might be getting more 
than they are bargaining for if 
they continue to pursue this line 
of impeachment. 

Their attacks will surely just 
cause a brighter spotlight to fall, 
not only on Sotomayor’s cava-
lier handling of the Ricci case 
but also on what the National 
Journal’s widely respected legal 
analyst Stuart Taylor describes 
as his “concern that her deci-
sions may be biased by the 
grievance-focused mind-set and 
the ‘wise Latina woman’ superi-
ority complex displayed in some 
of her speeches.”

David Limbaugh is a writer, 
author and attorney.
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D
espite my relatively 
insignificant job as 
general manager of a 
toy and hobby store, I 

remain available to my staff at 
all times. I check my cell phone 
during movies, return text mes-
sages while eating 
dinner and if I’m 
going someplace, 
I let my senior 
people know where 
I am. 

Were I in a more 
important posi-
tion, say governor 
of South Carolina, 
I imagine I would 
make an even 
greater effort to be 
reachable. I most 
certainly would 
not leave the coun-
try without at least putting a 
sticky note on my chief of staff’s 
desk and perhaps changing my 
outbound voicemail message to 
say “the governor is not at his 
desk at this time because he’s off 
having an affair in Argentina.”

Perhaps I would not be that di-
rect on the message, but you get 
the general idea. It seems that if 
someone in a job where at best 
he could have a Slinky-related 
emergency or perhaps a disaster 
involving the crash of a toy train 
remains reachable at all times, 
then it would be reasonable to 
expect the same from a gover-
nor. 

The fine people of South Caro-
lina, however, did not get that 

basic courtesy as their governor 
went on a South American adul-
tery-fest while telling his staff 
he was hiking the Appalachian 
Trail. Though “hiking the Ap-
palachian Trail” stands likely to 
become a euphemism for having 
an affair, it did not yet mean that 
and Gov. Mark Sanford betrayed 
not only his wife with his lie, but 
all the people of his state.

In addition to questioning 
whether someone as morally va-
cant as Sanford deserves to be in 
office after lying so blatantly to 
his constituents, you also have 
to wonder how someone with 
so little guile got to be governor 
in the first place. Not only did 
Sanford cheat on his wife, his at-
tempt to cover it up sounded like 
a lie concocted by a not particu-
larly bright third grader.

Were I to plan a secret love af-
fair in Argentina, I would imag-
ine I’d be smart enough to at 
least concoct a plausible excuse 
for being in Argentina. Perhaps 
the governor could have told his 
wife and the public that he was 
on a fact finding mission to learn 
about soccer teams or maybe he 
could have spun a yarn about a 
cultural exchange.

No matter what lie he told, 
the governor should be smart 
enough to realize that if he 
disappears, people may look for 
him. He also should have known 
that it’s a little odd to be coming 
out of the international terminal 
at the airport when the Appala-
chian Trail resides in the United 

States.
It’s actually pretty amazing 

that nobody on the plane recog-
nized him as he was flying out 
of an airport in his home state. 
Potzie from “Happy Days” can’t 
walk through a mall without get-
ting asked where Ralph Malph is 
(autograph show at the Ramada 
Inn would be a good guess) so it 
strikes me as a stunning stroke 
of luck that the sitting governor 
of state could expect to fly with-
out being recognized.

While I would prefer our 
elected officials not be the kind 
of people who have affairs, I’m 
willing to accept that adultery 
is generally an issue between 
husbands and wives. 

Sanford, however, made his 
morally reprehensible behavior 
a public matter when he chose 
to disappear without letting his 
constituents know where he 
was.

Gov. Sanford obviously wanted 
to be caught — perhaps the urge 
to brag about his ability to score 
with an Argentinian woman 
simply overwhelmed him — and 
he’s clearly unfit to hold office. 
Bill Clinton at least had the de-
cency to commit his adultery at 
his desk while doing his job and 
John F. Kennedy may have had 
multiple affairs, but he never let 
his sex life get in the way of his 
job.

Daniel B. Kline’s work appears 
in more than 100 papers. He can 
be e-mailed at dan@notastep.com

I
t’s that time again, time to apply for one of the 
really impressive programs the Big Spring 
Area Chamber of Commerce provides our 
community —  Leadership Big Spring.

While a great many of us are familiar with the 
Leadership Big Spring program, designed to famil-
iarize future community leaders with various as-
sets and institutions in our community, some may 
not.

The program, which teaches leadership skills 
through a series of courses and tasks, is also old-
er than many people might realize, according to 
Chamber Executive Director Debbye ValVerde.

A new class of the Leadership Big Spring program 
— the 27th — will begin Aug. 20 at the Dora Roberts 
Community Center’s Lake Room.

Chamber officials are currently accepting appli-
cations for the class, giving local citizens until July 
31 to sign up for the program.

The class has evolved over the years, according to 
ValVerde. Participants are now asked to be a part 
of the community by going to local government and 
school board meetings, and they are asked for their 
input from what they see and what they have got-
ten out of the meeting.

They also go on police rides and through the Boy 
Scouts COPES Course which, ValVerde says, really 
bonds the group.

ValVerde said the program not only teaches it’s 
class members how to lead, but how to have a posi-
tive impact on the community.

Each year members of the Leadership Big Spring 
class embark on a community project by either 
funding it themselves or by seeking donations 
from sponsors, providing experience in getting 
other people and businesses involved in supporting 
worthwhile projects.

The program’s cost is $400 per person for Cham-
ber members in good standing and $600 for non-
Chamber residents wanting to take part in the class. 
Those tuition fees include transportation for tours, 
meals, a leadership skills book and information.

Applications are available at the Chamber office 
located 215 W. Third. In addition, interested per-
sons can call the Chamber at 263-7641.

We encourage all interested citizens to take part 
in the program, but remember, the class is limited 
to 25 people, so be sure to get those applications in 
as soon as possible.

Leadership really
an opportunity to
help community

letter policies

how to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

a small prayer

With you, Lord, we project a better personal im-
age.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson



Senators set to finish questioning of 
Sotomayor with likely confirmation ahead

WASHINGTON (AP) — Barring a monumental 
mistake, Sonia Sotomayor has to endure only a 
few more hours in the witness chair before she 
can look ahead to her eventual confirmation as a 
Supreme Court justice.

Sotomayor returns for a third and final day 
of questioning Thursday, having avoided saying 
much on a range of hot-button issues, including 
guns and abortion.

Her unwillingness to be pinned down on 
almost any topic frustrated even some friendly 
Democrats.

“I think your record is exemplary, Judge 
Sotomayor, exemplary,” said Sen. Arlen Specter, 
D-Pa., who quit the Republican Party earlier this 
year. “I’m not commenting about your answers, 
but your record is exemplary.”

Sotomayor, 55, has been a federal judge for 17 
years, the last 11 on the appeals court in New York. 
President Barack Obama nominated her to take 
the seat of Justice David Souter, who retired last 
month.

A vote by the full Senate to confirm her is expect-
ed in early August, time enough to allow her to 
take the judicial oath and participate in a sched-
uled hearing Sept. 9 on a case involving federal 
campaign finance law.

Despite her years of service, Republicans con-
tinued to focus more on Sotomayor’s writings 
and speeches. They said they were still worried 
Sotomayor would bring bias and a political agenda 
to the bench.

Obama to tell NAACP that families, 
neighborhoods must work together

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama 
is telling the nation’s oldest civil rights organiza-
tion that government, families and neighborhoods 
must work together to improve their communi-
ties.

Obama also planned to urge young people to 
aspire to surpass their role models and resist the 
lure of mediocrity during a speech Thursday to the 
NAACP. White House aides said the president did 
not intend to introduce new programs or policy, 
instead striking an inspirational tone on the 100th 
birthday of the civil rights groups.

Obama, the first black president, plans to take 
a restrained tone during his evening remarks in 
lieu of a raucous celebration of his history-making 
campaign, officials said before he flew to New 
York. White House aides sought to play down the 
expectations of the speech, the first so directly 
linked with race since Obama took office.

“I think the first speech to black America, the 
first speech to white America, the first speech 
to America was the inaugural address,” White 
House spokesman Robert Gibbs told reporters on 
Wednesday.

Implicit in the appearance, Obama is seeking the 
backing of the powerful NAACP and its members 
for his ambitious domestic agenda. For all their 
shared interests, White House aides cautioned that 
the group’s leadership had not guaranteed its sup-
port of all of Obama’s priorities.

House prepares to vote on health care bill 
as Obama steps up campaign for overhaul

WASHINGTON (AP) — House Democrats are 
preparing to advance legislation that would deliver 
on President Barack Obama’s promise to remake 
the nation’s costly health care system and cover 
some 50 million uninsured.

On the heels of the Senate health committee’s 
approval Wednesday of a plan to revamp U.S. 
health care, three House committees with jurisdic-
tion over the issue were shifting into action.

Votes were planned Thursday in the Education 
and Labor and Ways and Means committees on a 
$1.5 trillion plan that majority House Democrats 
presented this week. The legislation seeks to pro-
vide coverage to nearly all Americans by subsi-
dizing the poor and penalizing individuals and 
employers who don’t purchase health insurance.

A third House committee, Energy and Commerce, 
also was considering the measure Thursday, but 
the road was expected to be rougher there. A group 
of fiscally conservative House Democrats called the 
Blue Dogs holds more than half-a-dozen seats on 
the committee — enough to block approval — and 
is opposing the bill over costs and other issues.

Investigators recover 2 of 3 black boxes 
in Iranian plane crash that killed 168

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Investigators have recov-
ered two of the three black boxes belonging to a 
Russian-made jetliner that crashed shortly after 
taking off from Tehran, Iran’s state radio reported 
Thursday.

All 168 people aboard the Caspian Airlines air-
craft bound for Yerevan, Armenia, on Wednesday 
were killed.

The radio’s report quoted chief investigator 
Ahmad Majidi as saying one of the two recovered 
boxes was damaged. It said the boxes — the plane’s 
cockpit voice and flight data recorders — would 
likely be sent to the aircraft’s Russian manufactur-
ers for analysis.

The search for the third black box was continu-
ing, Majidi said.

Bodies of the victims would be taken to Tehran 
later Thursday for identification, he added.

Most of the passengers were Iranians, many of 
them from Iran’s large ethnic Armenian commu-
nity, as well as 11 members of Iran’s national youth 
judo team. Five Armenian citizens were among 
the dead, Armenia’s Foreign Ministry said in a 

statement, along with two Georgians, including 
a staffer from the Caucasus nation’s embassy in 
Yerevan.

Investors appear unfazed by 
government’s refusal to bail out CIT

WASHINGTON (AP) — CIT Group Inc.’s inabil-
ity to get emergency government funding drew 
a muted reaction from investors, suggesting the 
commercial lender’s possible failure won’t have 
widespread economic consequences.

CIT said late Wednesday that negotiations with 
regulators about a possible rescue had broken off 
after days of round-the-clock talks, raising expec-
tations that the New York-based company will 
file for bankruptcy. The move marked a defining 
moment for the Obama administration and showed 
it’s drawing a line in the sand on federal rescues 
for troubled financial firms.

Investors seemed unfazed by the news. Futures on 
the Dow Jones industrial average and the Standard 
and Poor’s 500 index dipped on the announcement 
but quickly stabilized. Overseas, Asian stock mar-
kets rose sharply following Wall Street’s surge 
earlier Wednesday. The Dow Jones industrials 
finished the day up 257 points.

The muted response to CIT’s woes suggests inves-
tors are more focused on signs that the economic 
slump may be easing, said Paul Baiocchi, senior 
market strategist at Delta Global Advisors in San 

Francisco.
“The market may simply scoff at this news,” 

Baiocchi said. “We’re seeing more optimism with 
the earnings outlook this quarter, so that could 
outweigh CIT’s problems.”

Interim leader: He’s willing to step down, 
as long as ousted prez doesn’t return

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (AP) — Honduras’ 
interim leader said Wednesday he is willing to 
step down to help end his country’s political crisis, 
but only if ousted President Manuel Zelaya isn’t 
allowed to regain power.

Roberto Micheletti also accused unspecified 
groups of handing out weapons and planning an 
armed rebellion, and his government reinstated 
an overnight curfew. The move came a day after 
Zelaya called for an insurrection in Honduras.

Micheletti, the former congressional leader who 
was selected by lawmakers to serve out the final 
six months of Zelaya’s term, presented the resigna-
tion offer as a means to end the nearly three-week 
standoff over Honduras’ military-backed coup.

The interim president said he was willing to leave 
office “if at some point that decision is needed to 
bring peace and tranquility to the country, but 
without the return ... of former President Zelaya.”

The offer was presented by a Honduran del-
egation to the Washington-based Organization of 
American States, Micheletti told reporters.
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Proposed balloon release 
ban in Lubbock goes bust 

LUBBOCK (AP) — A proposed ban on mass 
releases of helium-filled balloons in Lubbock has 
gone bust.

The measure would have barred the release of 
more than 30 gas-filled balloons at a time.

Councilman Paul Beane floated the proposal, say-
ing the ban was about preventing litter and being 
a good neighbor. The measure passed on first read-
ing July 8.

The second reading would have been 
Wednesday.

But the proposal was withdrawn from the agen-
da, after Councilman Todd Klein said he changed 
his mind and would oppose the ban. That switch 
gave opponents on the council enough votes to kill 
the plan.

Klein told KCBD-TV that he heard a lot of citizen 
opposition.

Critics say council members had better things to 
do than banter over balloons, such as dealing with 
the city budget.

Oil slips but stays above 
$60 on positive US news

VIENNA (AP) — Oil prices slipped but stayed 
well above $60 a barrel Thursday after a more posi-
tive economic outlook from the U.S. central bank 
buoyed investor confidence.

Although investors took profits on the previous 
day’s rally, prices were supported by a larger than 
expected draw on U.S. crude stocks, implying an 
uptick in demand.

Benchmark crude for August delivery was down 
64 cents to $60.90 a barrel by afternoon European 
electronic trading on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange. On Wednesday, the contract added $2.02 
to settle at $61.54.

Oil surged Wednesday on signs from the Federal 
Reserve that the U.S. economy may be performing 
better than expected.

The Fed said industrial companies cut produc-
tion far less in June than they had in previous 
months, and the central bank’s minutes from its 
meeting last month showed it now expects the 
economy to contract at a slower pace than previ-
ously thought.

In addition to such positive economic signals, 
Vienna’s JBC Energy said that “a 2.8 million bar-
rel drop in U.S. crude stocks ... a weakening U.S. 
dollar and news on strong GDP growth in China 
provided the basis for a rebound in international 
oil prices.”

The Energy Information Administration said 
Wednesday that the country’s supply of crude oil 
dropped more than expected last week, falling by 
2.8 million barrels.

Inventories have dropped 13.2 million barrels 
during the last four weeks.

Oil had dropped to $58.78 a barrel last week from 
$73.38 on June 30 on investor concern that the 
global economy will emerge from recession slower 
than expected.

11 horses die in Parker 
County from dehydration 

FORT WORTH (AP) — Parker County authori-
ties say 11 horses died of dehydration at a ranch 
near Weatherford.

Sheriff Larry Fowler says it appears a well had 
quit and an employee did not notice it.

Fowler told the Fort Worth Star-Telegram that a 
ranch hand apparently failed to check a water well 
on the opposite side of the property from where the 
horses were being fed.

Fowler says the ranch hand is being prosecuted 

on misdemeanor animal cruelty charges.
Ten horses were discovered dead earlier this 

month. Another had to be euthanized. More than 
two dozen others were removed and treated for 
dehydration.

9 hurt in Austin 
home invasion 

AUSTIN (AP) — Austin police say nine people 
have been hurt in a home invasion using guns, 
knives and bats.

Lt. John McMiller says the attacks took place 
early Thursday and one suspect was caught on a 
neighbor’s roof while trying to flee. Several other 
suspects are sought.

McMiller says it appears at least two women who 
work at a club were followed home after the place 
closed.

McMiller says four people were transported to an 
Austin hospital with non-life threatening injuries. 
One person was shot in the hand.

The other five victims were treated at the scene.
Police say some electronic items believe taken 

from the home were discovered abandoned near-
by.

2 Wharton churches 
damaged by vandals 

WHARTON (AP) — Vandals who targeted two 
churches in Wharton destroyed windows, over-
turned pews and damaged musical instruments.

Members say True Holiness Pentecostal Church 
suffered thousands of dollars in damage. Macedonia 
Baptist Church also was damaged.

Investigators say no property appears to have 
been stolen from either church.

True Holiness elder Lee Kimble says he was “just 
appalled” think somebody could enter the church 
and cause such destruction.

A door of the True Holiness was kicked in 
Monday night.

Macedonia Baptist Church Minister James 
Malone says he’s very frustrated, saying: “Why do 
you break into a church?”

Wharton is about 60 miles southwest of Houston.

‘Protest zones’ created 
for East Texas rally 

PARIS, Texas (AP) — A county judge has cre-
ated protest zones to help police keep the peace at 
a planned rally next week organized by activists 
angered by a racially charged death in East Texas.

Lamar County Judge Chuck Superville said the 
protest zones are designed to separate members 
of the Nation of Islam and the New Black Panther 
Party, who organized the rally, from counter-pro-
testors representing white supremacist groups.

Authorities say they have heard reports that 
white supremacist groups plan to attend the 
Tuesday rally in Paris, about 90 miles northeast 
of Dallas.

Activists are angered by what they said is a pat-
tern of unequal justice for blacks and whites in 
Paris.

No injuries as small plane 
lands on Texas highway 

SAN ANGELO (AP) — A pair of businessmen are 
unhurt after one safely landed their small plane on 
a West Texas highway when it lost power.

Brent McCasland and James Wood were on their 
way home to San Angelo from a business meeting 
when the single-engine six-seat Cessna 210 lost 
power Wednesday afternoon. They were about four 
miles from a San Angelo airfield.

McCasland, the pilot, radioed the tower that he’d 

lost power and was looking for a place to land.
He found one on U.S. 87. The plane stopped with 

one wheel on the pavement and one wheel on the 
center median.

No one was injured.

Judge changes venue 
on exorcism case 

HENDERSON (AP) — The capital murder trial 
of a man accused of killing a child during an exor-
cism will be moved outside Rusk County.

State District Judge Clay Gossett has signed 
the order that would move the trial of Blaine 
Keith Milam, 20, elsewhere, the Tyler Morning 
Telegraph reported. Jury selection is scheduled to 
begin in January.

Milam and Jessica Carson were arrested late last 
year in the beating death of Carson’s 13-month-old 
toddler, Amora Bain Carson. Investigators say the 
couple used a hammer to “beat the demons out” of 
her.

Gossett has not yet found a new location for the 
trial. Jessica Carson has also yet to be tried.

Perry, Hutchinson pull in 
slew of large donor checks

AUSTIN (AP) — Republican Gov. Rick Perry 
relied on dozens of donors who gave $50,000 or 
more in his dash to raise cash in late June for his 
race against Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison.

Campaign finance reports released Wednesday 
showed Perry tapped some well-known supporters 
to pile up $4.2 million in the last nine days of the 
month. He had to wait until the spring legislative 
session and veto period ended to raise money.

“Governor Perry is very pleased with the finan-
cial support he has received, especially consider-
ing the limited amount of time he was able to raise 
funds,” said his spokesman, Mark Miner.

Perry, who is running for a third term as Texas’ 
chief executive, faces Hutchison in the Republican 
primary next March. The outcome of the clash 
between Perry and the more moderate Hutchison 
could signal the direction of the national Republican 
Party in the coming years. The winner of the race 
will likely be the favorite in Texas’ general elec-
tion.

Hutchison, a U.S. senator who enjoys statewide 
popularity, had already announced she raised $6.7 
million the first half of 2009. The money came from 
more than 6,500 donors across Texas and most was 
in donations of $500 or less, her campaign said.

“We are so grateful to the thousands of Texans 
who have contributed to our campaign,” Hutchison 
spokesman Hans Klingler said. “They believe Texas 
needs a leader who brings results, not politics.”

But, like Perry, Hutchison had some big con-
tributors.

Wealthy businessmen Ray Hunt and Robert 
Rowling of Dallas each gave her $100,000 checks. 
Rowling is a former University of Texas System 
regent who abruptly resigned this year in a pub-
lic spat with Perry over bonuses for the system’s 
money managers. Hutchison has said Perry’s feud 
with Rowling appeared to be politically motivated 
because Rowling supported Hutchison.

2 picketers hit by 
car at Bell plant 

FORT WORTH (AP) — A nonunion Bell Helicopter 
employee was arrested Wednesday after hitting 
two picketers with his car while pulling into a 
plant entrance, police said.

Cullen H. McNair, 76, of Hurst accelerated as the 
two union members were walking between cars 
and knocked them to the ground just before 7 a.m., 
said Fort Worth police Sgt. Pedro Criado.

The two United Auto Workers Local 218 members 
were treated at a hospital for what were believed to 
be minor injuries, witnesses said.

McNair was arrested and charged with two 
counts of aggravated assault with a motor vehicle, 
a second-degree felony punishable by up to 20 years 
in prison. He remained jailed early Wednesday 
evening with bond set at $20,000, said Lt. D.T. 
Hanlon.
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American Profile

Burger Queen
Sally Sampson is a food artist. Well, sort of. The 
cookbook author looks at a typical hamburger and 
her creative juices start � owing. The result is a 
unique burger recipe for every week of the year. 
Plus, frugal parenting tips and zucchini bake.

By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated 
in any row, column or box. 

sudoku
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Benefit golf tournament scheduled
for Gilbert ‘Tavi’ Rodriguez

A benefit golf tournament has been scheduled for 
Sunday, July 26, at the Comanche Trail Golf Course 
for Gilbert “Tavi” Rodriguez.

Format for the tournament will be a four-man 
scramble and teams must be registered no later 
than 10:30 a.m. that day. Play will begin at 11 a.m.

Entry fees are $100 per team — $25 per player — 
and does not include green fees or golf cart rental.

Closest to the pin prizes will be available on Nos. 
3, 6, 11 and 14.

All proceeds will got to Rodriguez’s medical 
expenses.

For more information, contact Billy Pineda at 
432-213-4943.

Howard College hosting
three baseball camps

The coaching staff of the 2009 National Champion 
Howard College baseball team is lending its ser-
vices to baseball camps for three different age 
groups beginning Monday and lasting through 
Thursday, July 23, at Jack Barber Field, located on 
the Howard College campus.

The first is called the Rookie League Camp and is 
for players ages 6-8 from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. each day. 
Cost is $100 if it is paid by Tuesday and goes up to 
$125 after that date.

The Texas League Camp is for ages 9-12 and is 
from 10 a.m. to noon each day. Cost is $125 by 
Tuesday and $150 thereafter.

The Big League Camp is for ages 13-18 and lasts 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Cost is $150 by Tuesday and 
$175 if paid after that date.

Howard College baseball camps are skill inten-
sive teaching camps. They are designed to create a 
fun environment to improve skills and develop a 
love for the game. Group and individual instruc-
tion will be provided by the Howard College coach-
ing staff and players. Emphasis is placed on field-
ing and hitting techniques.

For more information, call the Howard College 
athletic office at 264-5040.

Country club site
for 2-person tourney

Big Spring Country Club will host a two-person 
low-ball golf tournament July 25-26, officials 
announced.

Entry fee is $60 per player plus golf cart. Private 
carts are welcome. Entry includes a barbecue meal 
on the course July 25.

Practice rounds will be available the day prior to 
the tournament’s start.

The tournament will feature a shotgun start at 1 
p.m. both days. The field will be flighted by first 
round scores.

For more information, contact the BSCC pro shop 
at 267-5354.

Coahoma Bulldogs Football
Camp set for July 28-30

Bulldog Stadium is the site for the Coahoma 
Bulldogs Football Camp set for July 28-30 from 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m. each day.

The camp is for ages 8-years-old through incom-
ing eighth graders. Cost is $25.

The camp will be coordinated by the Coahoma 
football coaching staff. 

Campers will be divided into age, skill and posi-
tion groups and will work with the fundamentals 
of football specific to their offensive and defenisive 
positions.

For more information, contact Head Coach Stacey 
Martin at 394-4535.

Sports in brief

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Getting paid 
$34 million to back up Dwight Howard 
on the Orlando Magic for the next five 
years might sound like a good gig.

It’s just that Marcin Gortat was look-
ing forward to having the chance to 
start for the Dallas Mavericks.

The Magic surprised — and disap-
pointed — Gortat and the Mavericks 
on Monday, matching an offer sheet to 
keep the Polish big man.

Gortat’s agent, Guy Zucker, said the 
center “was definitely very disap-
pointed today.” He said Gortat was 
back in his native Poland, where he’d 
already been telling everyone he was 
headed to the Mavericks.

Gortat was hoping to play alongside 
Jason Kidd and Dirk Nowitzki and, 
most of all, compete with Erick 
Dampier for the starting job. Dampier 
is going into the final year of his con-
tract.

In Orlando, Gortat will likely see 
spotty playing time behind Howard.

“It was definitely about the opportu-
nity to find out how good he can really 
be,” Zucker said. “We had requested 
that Orlando not match the offer. We 
stated the fact that he sincerely want-
ed the chance to carve his own path, be 
his own man, so to speak, which is not 
going to be realistically possible in 
Orlando.”

Gortat averaged 3.8 points and 4.5 
rebounds in about 12 minutes per game 
last season. Gortat’s return solidifies 
the Magic frontcourt for next season, 
with the team signing former 
Mavericks power forward Brandon 
Bass last week.

“Having quality big men is an abso-
lute must in our league, and Marcin 
has worked very hard to fit into that 
category,” Magic general manager 
Otis Smith said in a statement. “He 
provides tremendous depth to our 
frontcourt and we’re happy to bring 
him back.”

See GORTAT, Page 12

Magic match Mavs’ offer for Gortat
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Tom Watson of the US gestures to the crowd after finishing on the 18th during the 
opening round of the British Open Golf championship at the Turnberry golf course 
in Scotland Thursday.

PAUL NEWBERRY
AP National Writer

TURNBERRY, Scotland — Last 
year, Greg Norman. This time, 
Tom Watson.

Thirty-two years after his epic 
“Duel in the Sun” with Jack 
Nicklaus, Watson took advantage 
of pristine conditions at the British 
Open to shoot a stunning 5-under 
65 on Thursday.

“Not bad for an almost 60-year-
old,” said Watson, who turns that 
age in September. “Obviously I 
enjoyed it. I played very well, kept 
the ball in play, made a few putts. 
The course was defenseless today. 
As a result, you’re seeing a lot of 
scores under par. I suspect by the 
end of the day, 65 will not be in the 
lead.”

At least he didn’t have to worry 
about Tiger Woods. On a day for 
going low, the world’s No. 1 player 
struggled to a 71 at Turnberry, hit-
ting one wayward shot after anoth-
er — including a dunk in Wilson’s 
Burn, which led to the last of his 
four bogeys at No. 16.

When the round ended, Woods 
headed back to the range to work 
on his swing, which looked 

See GOLF, Page 12

Flash
back
Tom Watson leads
in early stages of
the British Open

MIKE CRANSTON
AP Sports Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The deadline for the 
Carolina Panthers to strike a long-term deal with 
franchise defensive end Julius Peppers passed 
Wednesday without an agreement.

Peppers will now play under a one-year contract 
worth at least $16.7 million, creating the prospect 

for another offseason of uncertainty next year.
The Panthers had until 4 p.m. EDT to sign the 

four-time Pro Bowl pick to a deal that would secure 
his long-term future in Carolina and free up salary-
cap space this season.

“Both sides tried,” agent Carl Carey said. “Julius 
feels good about the one-year deal and is ready for 
the season to begin.”

Carey and Panthers general manager Marty 
Hurney are now barred from negotiating a new 
deal until the end of the season, when Carolina will 
have the option to place the franchise tag on 
Peppers again.

That’s what began the prolonged dispute 

See PEPPERS, Page 12

CHRIS TALBOTT
Associated Press Writer

HATTIESBURG, Miss. — Brett 
Favre acknowledged he’s “run-
ning out of time” to decide wheth-
er he’ll play for the Minnesota 
Vikings this season.

The quarterback told The 
Associated Press on Wednesday 
that he’ll give the Vikings an 
answer on whether he’ll play by 
the July 30 start of training camp. 
Favre has been working out with 
the Oak Grove High School foot-
ball team three days a week all 
summer, but added a Sunday 
workout this week.

“There’s two weeks left and I’m 
doing everything I can,” Favre 
said. “I was down here Sunday 
morning working out. I’m trying 
to get everything to where I feel 
100 percent when I go in. I can’t 
go in any less. When you’re 39 
years old, it’s hard enough. But 
it’s getting there.”

The former Packers and Jets 
quarterback said surgery to 
repair a biceps tendon in his 
throwing arm was successful and 
that he has enough velocity to 
return to the NFL. He’s just not 
sure whether that means he’ll be 
able to compete for an entire sea-
son.

“I felt like going to New York 
last year that I still had it,” Favre 
said. “I didn’t know my arm was 
hurt at the time. So that’s what I 
try to get across to people. I had 
that fixed, the surgery to fix that, 
so I’m trying to make sure that if 
I go back that part is completely 
resolved.”

It sure looked like it Wednesday 
morning, when a jovial Favre hit 
a variety of passes to high school 
and college wide receivers. He 
was crisp on short timing passes 
and was hitting receivers in the 
end zone from about 50 yards 
away. He attempted a few deep 
passes off bootlegs and usually 
hit his targets in stride.

Favre’s spirals held true and he 
proved he still has plenty of zip 
when he tossed a deep pass to a 
college receiver who dropped by 
to work out. The pass split the 
receiver’s hands and hit him in 
the face.

“He’s a senior from South-
eastern Louisiana, so I put a little 
more on it,” Favre said.

Favre said if the arm strength 
wasn’t there, he wouldn’t be mak-
ing a bid to return for his 19th 
season in the league.

“I don’t think Minnesota would 
even consider it if I didn’t have 

See FAVRE, Page 12

Favre steps
up workouts

Peppers, Panthers fail to agree on contract before deadline
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Announcements
WEERUNS CHILDREN’S
CONSIGNMENT SALE
Acception Consignors 
for Children’s items. 

To be a Consignor or 
more information call 

(432)264-0588.

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

TRINITY MEMORIAL Park 
(Garden of Sharon)- $2,000. 
Call (281)353-9655.

TWO CEMETERY plots in Gar-
den of Machpelah in Trinity 
Memorial Park Cemetery 
$1,650 per lot O.B.O. Call 
(254)629-8669.

Garage Sales
2613 CAROL Saturday 
8am-1pm. Clothing, bathroom 
fixture, computer desk, glider, 
and misc. household items. 

3 FAMILY Garage Sale-2807 
Apache, Friday 4pm-7pm, Sat-
urday 8am-12pm. Toys, 
clothes, baby bedding, decora-
tive items, comforters, and 
more.

3 FAMILY Yard Sale- 1501 W. 
Cherokee. Friday and Saturday 
8am-2pm. Queen bed frame, 
baby items, teen girls and 
women plus size clothing, 
home decor. Everything must 
go!

5 FAMILY Garage Sale 2411 
E. 24th. Saturday 7am-12pm. 
Come see what we have!!!!!

GARAGE SALE 2501 Central. 
Sat. 7 A.M.- ?? Kitchen items, 
bicycle, ceiling fan, other misc.

GARAGE SALE: 1308 Marijo, 
Thursday & Friday 8:00-2:00. 
Pots & pans, DVD players and 
lots more.

GARAGE SALE: 1608 Cole Ln 
(Kentwood Addition), Saturday 
7-? Baby clothes, toys, cloth-
ing, furniture, household items, 
etc. 

GARAGE SALE: 5408 Was-
son Rd., Saturday 8-? Washer 
dryer, pub set, clothes, house-
hold items, etc. 

GARAGE SALE: 6807 East 
Midway Rd. RV ext. cord, RV 
spare, new and other items. 
Friday & Saturday 8-?

LARGE CARPORT SALE- 
4211 Dixon, (Sat. 8AM-1PM)- 
Don’t miss this one!! Multi 
cd/dvd receiver, stereo equip-
ment, large speakers, custom 
speaker box w/amp, micro-
wave, dell printer/copier/fax 
machine, daybed, large 
women’s clothes, men’s suits, 
dress shirts, bedding, toys, 
Christmas/fall decorations, 5ft 
nutcrackers, tools, electric 
weed eater w/100ft cord, elec-
tric drill, saw, sander and lots 
of miscellaneous. 

MULTI FAMILY Garage Sale: 
1720 Purdue, Friday & Satur-
day 8-? Juniors clothing, chil-
dren’s clothing, furniture, an-
tique table, household items 
and lots more. 

Garage Sales
YARD SALE: 202 Young Rd. 
(Sand Springs). Take Moss 
Creek Exit. Girls and boys 
clothes, household items, com-
puters, electronics, toys, and 
lots of other good stuff. Friday 
& Saturday 7am-1pm.

YARD SALE: SATURDAY 
ONLY 7am-12. 1000 FM 821 
(East of Coahoma exit 192 1 
mile south follow signs). Air 
hockey, foosball games, weight 
set,  dishwasher, big screen 
TV’s, 20 yrs of stuff.

Help Wanted
$IMMEDIATE OPENING$

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home
Currently hiring the following 

positions:
Registered Nurse Home Su-

pervisor- 2 Positions
Licensed Vocational Nurse- 3 

Positions
Certified Nurse Aides- Several 

Positions
Salary Based On Length of Li-

censure/Certification
1809 N. Hwy 87

Big Spring, Texas 79720
(432)268-8387

(432)268-1987 (Fax)
“Equal Opportunity Employer”
badominguez@sears-method-

ist.com

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE AD-
VISOR NEEDED- Must have 
outgoing personality- experi-
ence preferred. Apply In Per-
son ONLY! 1501 East 4th 
Street, Big Spring, TX.

BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a responsible, depend-
able Full Time Shipping Clerk. 
Position involves physically 
working with ice cream prod-
ucts in a cold environment. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
reliable transportation. No ex-
perience necessary, we will 
train. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Apply in 
person at: 401 East Interstate 
20, Big Spring, Tx 79720.

CHRISTIAN IN Home Daycare 
seeking Children’s spots to be 
filled. Call (432)517-4880 or 
(432)935-8226.

CHRISTIAN STUDIO in Mid-
land looking for qualified in-
structors to teach the following: 
Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Dance, Min-
istry, Hip-Hop, Yoga, Voice. 
Please email resume to 
info@artandsoul4him.com or 
call (432)559-6003.

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Police Officer

(Certified & Non-Certified)
Utility Service Worker

Wastewater Treatment- 
Plant Tech

Heavy Equipment Operator
Sports Complex- 

Maintenance 
Parks Maintenance 

Part Time Cook
Animal Control Officer

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

DIETARY ASSISTANT needed 
for evening shift. Great working 
environment and great pay. 
You may apply in person at 
Parkview Nursing and Rehab 
located at 3200 Parkway or 
you may apply on line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

HEALTH TECHNICIAN for fed-
eral prison in Big Spring. Must 
be LPN, LVN, EMT/Paramedic, 
or MA. Mon-Fri, 30hrs/wk. 
Backgrnd/drug test. Fax to 
904-686-0819 or 
resumes@medint.com

HELP WANTED for Busy Doc-
tor’s Office. Must be fast 
learner and able to handle 
stressful situations.  207 E. 7th 
St. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE.

Help Wanted
Food Service - Great People - 

Real Opportunities
SUPERVISORS

3-Day Work Week with Full 
Time Pay in Big Spring, TX!

Compass Group, the world’s 
largest contract food service 
company, is now hiring several 
motivated individuals for our 
food service operation @ the 
Big Spring Correctional Com-
plex. Great career opportunity, 
wages for qualified food serv-
ice people start @ $14.50. 
Outstanding company. Paid 
benefits, paid training, supplied 
uniforms. Unlimited advance-
ment in a global company. 
Food service background not 
required.  Must   pass drug 
test, background check & have 
a clean or repairable credit re-
cord.

Opportunity is a call away!
432-263-2366 

EOE & AA Employer M/F/D/V

FRONT DESK/RECEPTION-
IST eye associates 2311 
Scurry. No calls please, see 
Mary or Jeanie. 

GREATER OPPORTUNITIES 
OF THE PERMIAN BASIN 
INC.: Project Head Start is ac-
cepting applications for ALL 
POSITIONS including the fol-
lowing:
Teacher: Must have a dregg 
AA or BA in Early Childhood 
Education, Child Development 
or related field or a CDA Cre-
dential.
Teacher Aide: Must be 18 
years of age and have a High 
School Diploma or GED. Must 
be able to attend training and 
participate in child develop-
ment classes and occasionally 
attend out-of-town training.
Health Aide: Must have CNA 
Certification, will assist nurse 
with Children’s Health needs.
Must be computer literate. 
Must be able to lift 30 lbs.
Bus Driver/Custodian: Must 
be 21 years or older, have a 
CDL and a good driving record. 
This position is 6 hrs per day 
M-F and includes a full benefit 
package.
Dietary Aide: Food prep expe-
rience a plus. 32 hrs per week. 
Full benefit package.
All applicants must;
Be 18 or older.
Pass a pre-employment drug 
screen.
Pre-employment Criminal 
History check must be clear 
of felony convictions to con-
tinue employment with the 
agency and be able to pass 
fingerprint screening..

Agency offers OJT, benefit 
package for all full and 
part-time employees. Appli-
cants may apply at Lakeview 
Head Start 1107 NW 7th St. 
Big Spring, Tx. Positions will be 
opened until filled. Applications 
available on line @ 
www.gopb.org. All interviews 
will be held at the Administra-
tion Office at 206 W. 5th in 
Odessa, Tx..

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for following position in 
the Big Spring Area.

Electrician – Trouble shoot, 
service, and maintain pump 
control panels, electric motors 
up to 3000 hp, power distribu-
tion systems, electrical sub-sta-
tions, submersible motors, and 
commercial and residential wir-
ing.  Intermediate level posi-
tion, basic understanding of 
electronics/electricity needed.  

CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  

Applications are required and 
are available at the District’s of-
fice, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org

Items for Sale
6-PIECE POSTER Bedroom 
Set, Brand New, still in boxes 
$500. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
Name Brand Pillow Top Mat-
tress Set $165, New with war-
ranty. 432-664-8980.

Items for Sale
CANOPY BED with Mattress 
set. Still in boxes with warranty. 
$295 432-664-8980.
..................................................
Twin Pillow Top Mattress Set, 
New only $125. 432-664-8980.

CHERRY SLEIGH-BED solid 
wood still in box with mattress 
set, both new $395. 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
Leather Sofa with Love seat, 
with tables all brand new in 
boxes, only $675. Factory war-
ranty. 432-664-8980.

NAME BRAND Pillow Top King 
mattress with foundation and 
warranty. All NEW $260. 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
3 PC Micro Fiber Living room 
Set. New w/warranty $555. 
432-664-8980.

Jobs Wanted
RC’S HANDYMAN & construc-
tion service. References avail-
able, for more information call 
432-517-2172, ask for Randy.

Miscellaneous
HUGE 6 pc LEATHER reclin-
ing sectional, lifetime warranty, 
List $3600, forfeit $1580. 
806-549-3110...........................
MERLOT DINING table & pub 
chairs, lighted curio List $2975, 
Sell $990. 806-549-3110..........
STURDY TWIN bunk bed, 
store price $699, forfeit $299. 
Need mattress? 
806-438-0081...........................

LOW COST Metal Roofing & 
Siding. Incredible proven prod-
uct. Super attractive. Easy in-
stallation. Guaranteed 40 
years. Direct to jobsite. Cut to 
inch. Metal Roofing Solutions.
1-877-815-0671.

Pets
CKC CHIHUAHUA puppies 
and AKC Miniature Dachshund 
puppies. Call (432)399-4515 or 
399-4608.

Real Estate for Rent

1220 EAST 16th Place. 3 Bed-
room 2 bath,  $750.00 Month 
plus deposit. No HUD. No Bills 
Paid. Call (432)267-2296.

1409 MT Vernon 3 bdr, 1 bath,  
CH/A, fenced yard, storage 
shed. $750.00 month, $750.00 
deposit. Call (432)213-4647.

1608 SUNSET 2 Bdrm, 1 bath, 
CH/A, fenced yard, garage. 
$550. month, $500. deposit. 
Call 432-213-4647.

2402 MERRILY- 3 bdr, 2 bath. 
Newly remodeled, tile floors, 
CH/A. Kentwood School Dis-
trict. $900.00 month, $750.00 
deposit. Call (432)213-4647.

HOUSE FOR rent 1211 Wood. 
Call for more information, 
(432)213-4152 or 
(432)517-2454.

HOUSE FOR Rent- 2 bed-
room, 1 bath. In quiet neighbor-
hood. $650 per month with one 
year lease. $650 deposite. No 
pets. Please contact Lucy @ 
(432)263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

NEWLY REMODELED homes 
for rent. 2bdr/1bath, $650.00, 3 
bdr/1bath, $750.00 please call 
from 9am-8pm at 
432-816-4453.

Real Estate for Rent
SUNSET RIDGE

APARTMENT
2911 West Hwy 80

Big Spring
432-263-2292

Free Application Fee
!!! Move-In Special !!!

HALF OFF 1ST MONTH 
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

Real Estate for Sale
**BANK OWNED Home** 4 
bedroom. 3 bath! Only 
$237/mo. Or $29,825! (5% 
dn., 20 yr., 8%) For Listings 
800-579-7991 x7873.

1804 SETTLES- 2 Bdrm, 1 
bath, fenced backyard. 
$10,500.. No Owner Financing. 
Call and ask for Elvis Payne 
(409)553-0011, (409)553-1373. 

BIG SPRING Owner will fi-
nance- 1500 Kentucky. 3 bdrm, 
2 bath, CH/A, garage, New 
fence. Completely remodeled 
with new interior/exterior paint. 
New tile and carpet. Great 
neighborhood. Priced for quick 
sale. $59,900 total, $3K down, 
$570 month. Call Patience 
(432)349-5242.

FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)270-4271.

FORSAN ISD- 811 Timothy 
Ln., 4.5 acres, 2 bdrm, 2 bath 
with salvageable singlewide. 
$29,500.00.  Owner Finance. 
10% Down, $257. monthly. Call 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com

IDEAL PLACE (Country). 2 
Bdrm, 1-1/2 bath, hardwood 
floors,  3 acres, 2 water wells, 
new septic. NO OWNER FI-
NANCE. $55,000 cash firm. 
Call (432)816-7555 or 
816-9594.

OWNER FINANCED! Easy 
Terms, no closing costs! 1307 
Mt. Vernon, 808 Settles, 2401 
Main and 1104 Pickens. Call 
Lana at TruStar RE 
(432)264-8166.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

ONE ACRE tracks $2,600 per 
acre- north of Big Spring. Call 
(281)353-9655.

OWNER FINANCE,  $3,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 432-270-4271.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
$500! POLICE
Impounds! Hondas/Chevys/Jee
ps and More! Cars from $500!
For Listings 800-579-7921 Ext. 
7812.

1994 MITSUBISHI 3000 GT., 
134K, new tires, power win-
dows, 6 CD player, custom 
wheels. Excellent Condition, 
lots of miles left. Good MPH. 
Call 432-935-6221. 

2000 DUTCHMEN RV, 30k 
miles, new tires. Runs Good. 
16,500 OBO. Call 
(432)466-3880

2000 OLDSMOBILE Alero, 
107,000 miles, sunroof, spoiler, 
fully loaded. $1800 OBO. Call 
Derek (432)517-2451.

FOR SALE Holiday Rambler 
travel trailer $2750.00. Call 
(432)267-3547 and 
(432)213-0895.

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. 

A friendly Classified Consultant will help you create an ad
that gets results!
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Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

TACLB006982E

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

16693 johnson sheet metal REVISED 4-21-09.indd   1 4/20/09   4:46:13 PM

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

10% Off Labor
New Customers

Resident & Commercial
Loran Warren
Licensed and Insured

TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SALE
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Castle 
Construction

Construct, Remodel or Repair
Your Castle

Remodeling, room additions, 
ceramic tile, cabinets, wood decks, 

doors & windows, fencing and 
repairs.

Devon Butler
432-466-3531 17131

17131 castle construction.indd   1 3/25/09   8:47:31 AM

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

BRICK

17
30

1

Concrete & Masonry
• Brick Work • Sidewalks

•Driveways
• Block Fences • Stucco • Etc.

Call Rey For
Free Estimate

(432) 517-2093

DIRT WORK

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

20
04

11

J & W Sand,
Gravel and Dozer Service

432-213-5342
Experienced / References

Good Rates
Free Estimates!!!

Residential Work

200411 J & W sand.indd   1 7/16/09   8:15:10 AM

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Complete Home Remodel

Tile - Sheetrock -
- Appliance Install -

Free Estimates

432-816-6282

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Alleys • Tilling
Hauling • Tree Trimming

Cleanout Storage Buildings
Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service
816-6150 - Cell

267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES 16624

16624 danny scoggin-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:10:37 PM

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed From $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SALE
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

 LANDSCAPING

All American
Lawn & Landscaping

Mowing, edging, weedeating, tree
 trimming, tree removed, planting, 

fertilizing & weed killing, sprinklers, 
hauling, and odd jobs.

Customer satisfaction guaranteed
Affordable Rates

Call David
(432) 213-8870 16

60
31

LANDSCAPING

FLAG STONE CO.
We specialize in any & all 

types of hardscraping work. We 
offer flagstone, brick, pavers, 
outdoor kitchens, sitting areas 
w/fire pits, glass fire pits avail-
able, sod, crush granite, flower 

bed renovations.
FREE ESTIMATES

(432) 270-1097

16
98

71

HOME IMPROVEMENT
R S

HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 

Remodel, Carpenter, Painting, 
Plumbing, Minor Electrical

Garage door repair.
We Do Kitchens & Baths

FREE ESTIMATES
816-3030 16

58
21

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

FIREWOOD

Durans Tree Service 
Firewood for sale 

year round.
Oak & Mesquite & Mixed

Will deliver within 
100 miles.

(432) 570-9617
(432) 238-6770 16

99
81

ROOFING
PALACIOS

ROOFING & HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Roofs, Room Additions,
Ceramic Tile, Fences, Painting

Insured & Bonded
Home Phone#

432-263-5430
Cell#

432-213-0363 34
39

8

SUBSCRIPTION
Would you like to have the 

Big Spring Herald delivered?
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331

ENGRAVING

2
0

0
4

0
5

LANDSCAPING

B & E Roustabouts
Custom Shredding by the job

 or the hour.
Lots cleaned & etc.

Also can haul Calachie, Chat, 
Sand and Top Soil.

HAULED AND SPREAD.
Fully Insured

Call (432) 267-8169
(432) 393-5672 20

03
84
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JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

REALTY ROOFING

RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

Ventura-3-13-09.indd   1 3/13/09   9:16:29 AM

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins
432.213.5454

Pat Rutledge
432.270.7706

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof

Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
 Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835
 Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855 16
97

61

ROOFING

Independent
Roofing

Specializing in Shingles and Hot Tar 
Repairs, Roll Roofing and Cool Seal.

Any Kind Of Patch Work
ALL WORK GUARANTEED!

160761

Free Estimates!
432-935-8129

RENTALS

TLC Property Management LLC
CALL US FOR
RESIDENTIAL

RENTAL PROPERTY

406 Runnels
Big Spring, TX 79720
E-mail spreston@leasetlc.com
www.leasetlc.com

NEW MANAGEMENT
Suanne Preston, Property Manager

Office (432) 264-6337

TREE CARE

Durans Tree Service 
Tree removal specialist. 
Minor/Major trimming, 

stump removal, flower beds 
cleaned, hedges trimmed. 

Will travel.

(432) 570-9617
(432) 238-6770 16

99
71

The tension between 
Venus and Saturn is 
palatable as they pre-
pare for an astrological 
square that becomes 
exact next week. Lessons 
in love usu-
ally hap-
pen under 
emotional 
extremes, 
e c s t a s y , 
d e s p a i r , 
e u p h o r i a 
and heart-
break. But 
not now. 
Currently, 
love’s les-
sons are 
more cere-
bral. Expect mental 
games and tricks of 
communication. 

ARIES  (March 
21-April 19). Some of 
your daily tasks have 
turned into a time-con-
suming grind. And yet, 
they are still both neces-
sary and worthwhile. 
Try a new approach so 
that going through these 
motions won’t seem like 
a trudge. 

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). To be as 
happy as you can be 
requires you to think 
harder and feel more 
deeply. Slow down. Do 
not add any more activi-
ties to your schedule. 
Bring more awareness 
to the activities you’re 
already involved in. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Cancel what doesn’t 
add value to your life. 
There is probably at 
least one unhelpful rela-
tionship or habit you’ve 
outgrown that you stop 
putting your attention 
toward. Your best life is 
a pared-down version of 
this one. 

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). When it 
comes to getting orga-
nized, there isn’t a sys-
tem in the world that 
applies perfectly to your 
life. You’ll have to cre-
ate one. It’s a trial-and-
error process. If the 
structures you erect 
today don’t work tomor-
row, keep at it. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Start a cycle of mutual 
support. Offer to help 
someone who is strug-

gling with the same 
issue you are grappling 
with. Your outreach 
will bring out the best 
and highest in your 
character. 

T O D A Y ’ S 
BIRTHDAY (JULY 16). 
You generously share 
your life with a larger 
circle of people this year 
and will be appreciated 
for how you fit easily 
into the group, as well 
as for your quirky indi-
vidualism. You’ll be 
swept off your feet in 
August. November 
brings a raise. January 
is a tough challenge. A 
mentor helps you 
achieve your goal. 
Taurus and Pisces adore 
you. Your lucky num-
bers are: 3, 14, 37, 28 and 
16.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). You’ll choose to be a 
winner, not a martyr. 
Winners take their 
needs seriously. They 
take steps to get their 
wishes met, which usu-
ally begins by telling 
others in clear and spe-
cific terms what they 
want to happen. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). Your presence is 
powerfully felt by your 
loved ones, colleagues 
and acquaintances. You 
may notice that some-
one cares perhaps a bit 
too much about what 
you think. It’s flatter-
ing, albeit a little annoy-
ing. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). You’ll soon 
be getting into the ring 
with some hefty compe-
tition. Over the next 
three days, you’ll for-
mulate your strategy. 
Get the scoop on your 
opponent. The right 
information will give 
you an edge. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). You’ll be 
communicating in a 
way you haven’t had to 
before. What should you 
say? What tone should 
you take? What should 
you wear? Write a script 
for yourself and prac-
tice it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). Think ahead 
and make checklists. 
There is no such a thing 

as being over-prepared, 
except when it comes to 
travel. Don’t pack so 
much for a trip that it’s 
impossible to move your 
suitcases without a 
dolly. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). You’ve been 
told that you are won-
derful and you can do 
anything you put your 
mind to. This is all well 
and good in theory, but 
unless you are given 
specific instructions, 
you may feel lost today. 
Ask “how.” 

PISCES  (Feb. 
19-March 20). You’ll be 
asked to perform in 
some way. If you feel 
uptight about being in 
the spotlight, it’s a sign 
that you’re under-
rehearsed. It’s not 
enough to memorize 
what you’ll say. Repeat 
your spiel until it’s sec-
ond nature. 

A S T R O L O G I C A L 
QUESTIONS: “Holiday, 
am I crazy for wanting a 
boyfriend who is chival-
rous? I’m a 23-year-old 
Southern belle living in 
the Northwestern 
United States. I admit 
I’m old fashioned — 
that’s just how I was 
raised. We say ‘yes, 
ma’am’ and ‘thank you, 
sir’ where I come from. 
Men hold open doors for 
women, including get-
ting out of the car and 
opening the passenger 
door. And men pay for 
dates. The last date I 
went on didn’t even say 
“bless you” when I 
sneezed, and he walked 
ahead of me most of the 
time. When is this Virgo 
belle going to meet her 
Mr. Manners?” 

Oh, he’s out there. 
And while you’re gear-
ing up to meet your Mr. 
Manners, you could do 
your social duty by 
teaching etiquette-chal-
lenged Americans a 
thing or two. If you real-
ly believe in and want to 
perpetuate the style of 
good graces you were 
raised with, you need to 
stand by them. Instead 
of conforming, push the 
Southern belle enve-
lope. Stand in front of 
the passenger car door 

until the guy gets out of 
the car to open it for 
you. Don’t touch your 
purse when the check 
comes. You may have 
more luck dating the 
more traditional-mind-

ed men like Capricorn, 
Virgo and Taurus. 

If you would like to write to 
Holiday Mathis, please go to 
www.creators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on the 
Holiday Mathis page, or you 
may send her a postcard in the 

mail. To find out more about 
Holiday Mathis and read her 
past columns, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.
creators.com.
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Dear Annie: I am a 
single mom of two chil-
dren, ages 10 and 16. I 
have a good job, can 
make ends meet on my 
own, and consider 
myself very indepen-
dent and self-reliant. I 
am in a relationship 
with a wonderful man. 
“Bill” also has a good 
job and a salary almost 
equal to mine. 

He has never been 
married and has no chil-
dren. We love each other 
and have been living 
together for two years. 
This is not a temporary 
relationship.

The problem is, how 
do I get Bill to contrib-
ute to our rent and util-
ity bills without having 
to ask him directly? 

When I fall short on 
rent and ask him for 
money, he gladly gives 
me whatever I want 
with no hesitation. But 
usually, I go from pay-
check to paycheck while 
his pockets remain full. 

It bothers me that I 
have to ask him to help. 
Shouldn’t he automati-
cally contribute without 
needing an engraved 
invitation? — Don’t 
Want To Be 
Confrontational

Dear Don’t Want: 
Bill should be propor-
tionately responsible for 
the upkeep of the home, 
including rent, utilities, 
phone bills, groceries 
and everything else.

Bill may believe an 
independent, self-reliant 
woman would find his 
offer of help insulting, 
so he waits until you 
ask. 

But every couple that 
lives together should sit 
down and work out a 
budget, incorporating 
both salaries. Stop play-
ing passive-aggressive 
and speak frankly. You 
need to get this done.

Dear Annie: My boy-

friend constantly stares 
at other women and 
makes salacious com-
ments about them under 
his breath, as if I weren’t 
there. 

Then, when I say 
something, he denies it 
and says I’m crazy. 
Worse, he feels free to 
criticize my appearance. 
My boyfriend is over-
weight, but I have never 
made a negative com-
ment about his size.

I am an attractive 
woman with a nice fig-
ure, and when he belit-
tles me, he doesn’t 

understand why I don’t 
want to have sex with 
him. 

I tell him his behavior 
toward other women 
hurts my feelings and 
makes me feel inade-
quate, but he says all 
men do it and I should 
get professional help to 
control my insecurities.

I think he’s a bully. I 
wouldn’t mind counsel-
ing, but he would never 
agree to go. I’ve asked. 
We are in our late 40s, 
and I have never been 
treated this way by any 
man. Am I too sensitive? 
— Stressed Out

Dear Stressed: Let’s 
see. Your boyfriend 
ogles other women, 
demeans and criticizes 

you, and when you tell 
him it is hurtful, says 
you are crazy. He won’t 
get counseling. Why are 
you with him? He 
sounds like a loser. So 
lose him.

Dear Annie: I read 
the letter from “No 
Name,” whose molester 
father, now in his 90s, 
still must be kept away 
from the children.

My father couldn’t be 
trusted with any child 
right up until his death. 
I also kept quiet because 
I was told no one would 
believe me and I would 
be tearing my family 
apart. 

As a young girl, I 
clearly remember my 
stepmother telling Dad 
to “take his daughter 
and leave hers alone.” 
When I was a teen, my 
father killed my dog to 
ensure I wouldn’t tell.

I only confronted them 
after my sister men-
tioned that her young 
daughters develop yeast 
infections every time 
they stay overnight at 
Grandpa’s. 

My father and step-
mother denied every-
thing. In fact, they both 
went to therapy for 
those who have been 
“falsely accused.” 

Even in his 80s, Dad 
was still capable of hurt-
ing anyone who got in 
his way. The one conso-
lation was that my sis-
ter stopped allowing 
him to babysit. — Also 
No Name

Dear Also: What a 
horrible situation. We 
hope you, your sister 
and the granddaughters 
have sought counseling 
to help deal with this 
nightmare.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy 
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime edi-
tors of the Ann Landers column. Please 
e-mail your questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write to: Annie’s 
Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190, Chicago, IL 
60611. 
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Today is Thursday, July 16, 
the 197th day of 2009. There are 
168 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On July 16, 1969, Apollo 11, 
carrying astronauts Neil 
Armstrong, Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin Jr. and Michael Collins, 
blasted off from Cape Kennedy, 
Fla., on the first manned mis-
sion to the surface of the 
moon.

On this date:
In 1790, a site along the 

Potomac River was designated 
the permanent seat of the U.S. 
government; the area became 
Washington.

In 1862, David G. Farragut 
became the first rear admiral 
in the United States Navy.

In 1909, the Audi auto com-
pany was founded in Zwickau, 
Germany, by August Horch 
under the name Horch 
Automobil-Werke. (A legal dis-
pute resulted in Horch renam-
ing the company Audiwerke 
the following year.)

In 1945, the United States 

exploded its first experimental 
atomic bomb, in the desert of 
Alamogordo, N.M.

In 1957, Marine Maj. John 
Glenn set a transcontinental 
speed record by flying a jet 
from California to New York in 
three hours, 23 minutes and 
eight seconds.

In 1964, as he accepted the 
Republican presidential nomi-
nation in San Francisco, Barry 
M. Goldwater said “extremism 
in the defense of liberty is no 
vice” and that “moderation in 
the pursuit of justice is no vir-
tue.”

In 1973, during the Senate 
Watergate hearings, former 
White House aide Alexander P. 
Butterfield publicly revealed 
the existence of President 
Richard Nixon’s secret taping 
system.

In 1979, Saddam Hussein 
became president of Iraq.

In 1989, conductor Herbert 
von Karajan died near Salzburg, 
Austria, at age 81.

In 1994, the first of 21 pieces 
of comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 
smashed into Jupiter, to the joy 
of astronomers awaiting the 
celestial fireworks.

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
Attorney General Dick 
Thornburgh is 77. Soul singer 

Denise LaSalle is 75. Soul sing-
er William Bell is 70. Actor 
Corin Redgrave is 70. Former 
tennis player Margaret Court 
is 67. Violinist Pinchas 
Zukerman is 61. Actor-singer 
Ruben Blades is 61. Rock com-
poser-musician Stewart 
Copeland (The Police) is 57. 
Playwright Tony Kushner is 
53. Dancer Michael Flatley is 
51. Former NFL kicker Gary 
Anderson is 50. Actress Phoebe 
Cates is 46. Country singer 
Craig Morgan is 45. Actor Daryl 
“Chill” Mitchell is 44. Actor-
comedian Will Ferrell is 42. 
Actress Rain Pryor is 40. Actor 
Corey Feldman is 38. Rock 
musician Ed Kowalczyk (Live) 
is 38. Rock singer Ryan 
McCombs (Drowning Pool) is 
35. 
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PEPPERS
Continued from Page 7

between the team and its career sacks 
leader, who in January announced he 
wanted to play elsewhere.

Carolina still placed the restrictive 
franchise tag on Peppers, even after 
he said he would never sign a long-
term deal with the team. Peppers 
then declined to sign the one-year 
tender and skipped a three-day mini-
camp and 12 other offseason work-
outs.

The franchise tag restriction meant 
other teams couldn’t sign the 29-year-
old Peppers without surrendering 
two first-round picks to Carolina. No 
other teams agreed to that deal and 
agent Carey couldn’t broker a trade 
for less compensation.

Running out of options outside of a 
training-camp holdout, Peppers 
changed course on June 24 and signed 
the tender. Carey then said Peppers 
had positive talks with team officials 
and was now open to considering a 
long-term deal.

Carey said there was good dialogue 
on both sides, but Wednesday’s dead-
line was a barrier. While Kansas City 
signed quarterback Matt Cassel and 
Baltimore locked up linebacker 
Terrell Suggs this week, the Panthers 
couldn’t do the same with their fran-
chised player.

It leaves Peppers with one of the 
richest one-year contracts in NFL 
history. The $16.7 million is guaran-
teed and Peppers would earn an addi-
tional $1.5 million for making the Pro 
Bowl and $250,000 for each Carolina 

playoff victory.
The large salary-cap figure Peppers 

takes up has hampered the Panthers 
from making offseason moves. They 
didn’t sign one free agent from anoth-
er team and had to cut ties with long-
time veterans.

Reliable long-snapper Jason Kyle 
was allowed to sign with division 
rival New Orleans to save money. 
The Panthers will also likely rely on 
a number of rookies for several spots 
on special teams.

But Carolina will also apparently 
avoid a training-camp distraction 
involving its top defensive player. 
Peppers, who had a career-high 14½ 
sacks last season, has indicated he’ll 
report to camp on time Aug. 2.

Hurney, who declined comment 
Wednesday, had remained confident 
throughout the stalemate that Peppers 
would be at camp.

After missing offseason workouts, 
he’ll have to catch up to learn new 
defensive coordinator Ron Meeks’ 
system. Meeks has said it will cater to 
Peppers’ speed and athletic ability.

GORTAT
Continued from Page 7

Fresh off their second 
trip to the NBA finals, 
the Magic have showed 
this offseason they are 
willing to spend.  

Gortat’s re-signing 
coupled with the acqui-
sition for Vince Carter 
from New Jersey will 
force Orlando to dip into 
the luxury tax for the 
first time in franchise 
history.

The move is also 
another sign that 

Orlando believes its 
time to win is now.

Gortat, the 6-foot-11, 
240-pound center, made 
about $700,000 last sea-
son, his first full year in 
the NBA. But Gortat 
earned the big pay raise 
in large part because of 
a few stellar playoff 
moments.

Gortat filled in for 
Howard in the Game 6 
clincher against 
Philadelphia in the 
opening round after 
Orlando’s All-Star was 
suspended, adding a few 
powerful dunks that 
earned him the nick-
name the “Polish 
Hammer” from team-
mates. He also had a 
pair of blocks on 
Cleveland’s LeBron 
James in the conference 
finals, and he saw his 
minutes increase in the 
finals because of the size 
of the Los Angeles 
Lakers.

The chance to compete 
for a title with the Magic 
offers little consolation.

“But on the other 
hand, the Mavericks are 
in a position to chal-
lenge for the finals as 
well,” Zucker said. “We 
thought Dallas repre-
sented a perfect situa-
tion for him.”

AP Sports Writer 
Jaime Aron in Dallas 
contributed to this story.
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GOLF
Continued from Page 7

downright ugly with his right hand 
flying off the club. His first signs of 
frustration emerged at No. 3, when he 
took an angry swipe and mumbled 
something under his breath. By the 
time the day was done, he had angrily 
tossed away his clubs several times.

Woods’ score was especially disap-
pointing given the conditions at 
Turnberry: partly sunny, no rain and 
barely the hint of a breeze off the 
Irish Sea.

“I certainly made a few mistakes 
out there,” Woods said. “Realistically, 
I probably should have shot about 1- 
or 2-under par.”

The Open keeps bringing out the 
best in the old-timers. Last year, 
Norman was 53 when he held the 
54-hole lead at Birkdale, only to fade 
on the final day.

Watson still has three rounds to go, 
and the history of major champion-
ship golf is filled with opening-day 
leaders who fell out of contention by 
the weekend.

But those first 18 holes sure were 
fun — and not as surprising to Watson 
as they were to everyone else.

“I haven’t reassessed (expectations) 
at all,” he said. “I was playing well in 
the practice rounds, and I felt I would 
play very well this week.”

Watson, a five-time Open champi-
on, posted his lowest score in the 
tournament since a second-round 65 
in 1994 — the last time it was held at 
Turnberry. A year ago, he shot 74-76 
at Birkdale and missed the cut.

Watson posted five birdies and 
made a couple of testy par saves, 
including a 6-footer at the final hole 
to ensure his name would be all alone 
atop the leaderboard, at least for a 
while.

With red numbers there for the tak-
ing, Americans Stewart Cink and 
Steve Stricker, Australians John 
Senden and Mathew Goggin, and 
Camilo Villegas of Colombia put up 
66s. 

The 1989 Open champion, Mark 
Calcavecchia, went out in the first 
group of the day with his wife on the 
bag and shot 67. Also at 67 were 1998 
Open champion Mark O’Meara, who 
now plays on the Champions Tour, 
and three-time major champion Vijay 
Singh.

Stricker, playing in the group just 
ahead of Watson, got a chance to keep 
up with the turn-back-the-clock 
round.

“That was very cool to watch,” 
Stricker said. “It gives hope to every-
body that you can continue to play 
well in your later years.”

Senden didn’t even know if he’d be 
playing this week. He got into the 
tournament Tuesday as an alternate 
when Jeev Milkha Singh withdrew 
with an injury. The Aussie stayed 

away from bogey and birdied four of 
the last six holes for a 66.

“I was lucky enough to be in the 
field, so that was a bonus,” Senden 
said.

The conditions along the pictur-
esque Scottish coast were ideal — the 
sun peeking in and out of the clouds, 
the Ailsa Craig easily visible offshore, 
the flags hanging limply above the 
grandstands, barely the hint of a 
breeze.

All week Watson has been reminded 
of his showdown with Nicklaus in 
1977, when the Open first came to his-
toric Turnberry. Watson held on to 
win by a stroke in what was essen-
tially a match-play format over the 
final round.

Watson got a text from Nicklaus’ 
wife, Barbara, wishing him luck on 
the eve of the tournament. He sent 
the couple back a note saying he 
wished they could be at Turnberry.

Nicklaus played his final British 
Open at St. Andrews in 2005.

“I don’t live in the past,” Watson 
said. “But certainly that has been at 
the forefront of a lot of conversations 
for me this week. A lot of people have 
been congratulating me for ‘77, and 
they remember it, too. It’s also amaz-
ing there’s a lot of kids in the tourna-
ment who were not even born in 
1977.”

That includes one of Watson’s play-
ing partners, 16-year-old Italian ama-
teur Matteo Manassero, the youngest 
player in the field. Watson is the old-

est.
Calcavecchia is no spring chicken 

himself. He recalled his 1989 perfor-
mance at Troon, about 20 miles north 
of Turnberry, when he beat Wayne 
Grady and Norman in a playoff to win 
his only major championship.

“Yep, it was 20 years ago, right up 
the road,” Calcavecchia said. “This 
has always been my favorite tourna-
ment of the year to come to.”

But he almost passed up the chance 
to play this year. After playing 36 
holes last Sunday at the rain-plagued 
John Deere Classic, the 49-year-old 
American had back spasms and con-
sidered staying home.

Now, he’s glad he came — though 
the persnickety Scottish weather can 
change at any time. Just ask last 
year’s runner-up, Ian Poulter, who 
teed off in the afternoon.

“Watching the golf this morning on 
TV,” he wrote on Twitter before get-
ting to the course. “It’s flat, calm and 
no rain there. I’m staying 5 miles 
away and it’s pouring down.”

Norman failed to follow up his stir-
ring performance last year, when he 
was 18 holes away from becoming the 
oldest major champion. He looked 
every bit his age, now 54, struggling 
to a 77 that left him unlikely to make 
the cut.

Padraig Harrington, who had a late 
tee time, hopes to become the first 
player since Peter Thomson in 1954-
56 to win the Open three years in a 
row.

FAVRE
Continued from Page 7

it,” Favre said. “Second of all, 
I wouldn’t even think about it 
if I didn’t have it. Now, hav-
ing it here and having in on 
the field on Sundays is two 
different things, I know that 
for a fact. I know what it 
takes to play on Sunday and I 

still believe I have that.”
Favre said his hesitation is 

more about what those watch-
ing him practice might not 
see. 

He used a golfing analogy to 
explain his situation. 

What if, he asked, Tiger 
Woods came back and found 
he didn’t have the same 
game?

“He goes out and hits a 2 
iron and he thinks it will go 
the normal distance it has all 

his life, then all of a sudden 
it’s 13 yards short, and he 
says, ‘I don’t know why that 
is because everything felt 
perfect,’ so that’s what I have 
to get through,” Favre said.

“If you’re throwing and it’s 
a little off and you have a lit-
tle pain, it’s a little bit under-
standable. If there’s no pain 
and there’s no excuse, that’s 
where you’ve got a problem. 
So I want to go out and have 
one of those days throwing 

and then have another where 
all of those throws you make, 
every warmup throw you 
make or just in general, feels 
perfect.”

Favre was released by the 
Jets earlier this year, clear-
ing the way for him to sign 
with any team willing to take 
him. Dr. James Andrews per-
formed surgery May 22 to 
address the injured biceps 
tendon, which hampered 
Favre down the stretch last 

season.
The Vikings have remained 

mostly quiet on the topic in 
recent weeks, preferring to 
let Favre work through his 
rehabilitation from the sur-
gery and make up his own 
mind.

At a fan forum in June, 
owner Zygi Wilf made it clear 
officials were receptive to 
Favre joining the team and 
the decision was Favre’s to 
make.


