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by ALEX NEWSOm
Herald Intern

 Big Spring High School stu-
dent Bianca Mercedes Man-
cha is currently in Dallas try-
ing to make her dreams come 
true as she auditions for a spot 
on “American Idol,” the big-
gest reality television show of 
the decade. 

She and her mother, Gloria 
Reese, left Tuesday morning, 
and around 10 p.m. that night 
joined the line that was al-
ready beginning to form. They 
had been planning to get up in 
the early morning hours of 
Wednesday, but Mancha said 
they saw the line beginning to 
form a little after 9 p.m. and 
decided they’d better get on 
down there.

 “We were really lucky to 
make it to the front of the 
line,” Mancha said and esti-
mated there was a turnout of 
more than 5,000 people. “Peo-
ple were around the whole 
Dallas Cowboys Stadium.”

 While waiting in line, Man-
cha was interviewed and 
sang on the radio show “Kidd 

See IDOL, Page 3A

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

GARDEN CITY — An Odes-
sa man was found guilty of 
murder Wednesday in Gar-
den City, the first homicide 
case for the small West Texas 
county in nearly 50 years.

Rodney Laudell Mason Jr. 

was found guilty of 
murder by a jury 
and sentenced to 
life in prison, ac-
cording to 118th 
District Attorney 
Hardy L. Wilker-
son, bringing the 

three-day trial to a 
close in Glasscock County.

According to Wilkerson, the 
conviction was the result of 
the hard work of law enforce-
ment officials who investigat-
ed the homicide.

“I think Wednesday’s con-
viction and sentence are 
the reflection of the excel-
lent work done by Glasscock 
County Sheriff Keith Burnett 

and Texas Ranger Don Wil-
liams,” said Wilkerson fol-
lowing the conviction.

Mason was convicted of the 
March 2008 stabbing death 
of Timothy Wayne Sanchez, 
18, of Odessa. Sanchez, was 
found stabbed to death late 
on the evening of March 15, 
2008, about 12 miles south of 

Stanton on Highway 137, ac-
cording to law enforcement 
reports.

Deputies received a 911 
call at 9:46 p.m. in reference 
to a person being hit by an 
automobile. When they ar-
rived at the scene, they found 

See mURDER, Page 3A

Courtesy photo

blanca mercedes mancha performs at the Permian basin 
Fair and Expo. The local girl is in Dallas auditioning for an 
appearance on “American Idol.”

Odessa man guilty

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Spring may be over, but the city of 
Big Spring still has cleaning on the 
brain, as municipal crews get ready 
for Friday’s large item pick-up in 
District 3.

Having begun in April in the city’s 
District 1, Friday’s effort will con-

centrate on the district represented 
by Councilwoman Jo Ann Staulcup, 
according to Assistant City Manag-
er Todd Darden.

“We’ll go through one district 
each month until we’ve completed 
all six,” said Darden. “People have 
really been utilizing the program, 
which is exactly what we want, so 

we’ll keep going strong until we fin-
ish District 6 later this year.”

Darden said there’s no charge to 
use the program, which aims to help 
area residents remove large, cum-
bersome items from their property 
they might not otherwise be able to 
transport to the landfill.

However, residents do need to be 
aware of what can and cannot be 

See TRASH, Page 3A

Big Spring girl
auditioning for 
popular TV show

‘Idol’
hopeful

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

The lights will be going out 
at Howard College this week-
end.

College officials announced 
that a revamp of the Big 
Spring campus’ electrical sys-
tem will result in a temporary 
power outage starting Friday 
and lasting until sometime 
Monday.

The first step of the upgrade, 
part of the college’s $21.6 mil-

lion renovation project, will 
take effect at 5:30 p.m. today 
when the Web sites for HC 
and SouthWest Collegiate In-
stitute for the Deaf are shut 
off. Thing go really dark the 
next day, when the power 
grid is shut down beginning 
at 8 a.m.

Dr. Cheryl Sparks, college 
president, said work on the 
college’s electrical infra-

See OUTAGE, Page 3A

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Big Spring Independent 
School District trustees have 
begun crafting a new budget, 
but a large degree of uncer-
tainty has been injected into 
the matter.

Budget-making is usually 
a fluid process in the best of 
times, but uncertainty over 

state funding has made things 
even more unclear, at least 
for the time being.

Dr. Michael Stevens, in-
terim superintendent for the 
district, said there is a rather 
large question on just how 
much state aid BSISD will re-
ceive during the next budget

See bSISD, Page 3A

Uncertainty over
state aid clouds
BSISD planning

District 3 residents talk trash

Jury sentences Rodney Laudell Mason Jr. to life in prison for murder

Electrical revamp
to put collegiate 
campuses in dark

Large item collection set Friday

Mason



ERIC OLSON
AP Sports Writer

OMAHA, Neb. — It’s 
almost too much for 
Jared Mitchell to wrap 
his mind around.

Already a national 
champion in football 
and a first-round draft 
pick in baseball, Mitch-
ell ended his college ca-
reer Wednesday night 
with an NCAA title in 
baseball and the College 
World Series Most Out-
standing Player Award.

Quite a way to go out.
“If there’s a better 

way, write the story for 
me,” Mitchell said after 
LSU defeated Texas 11-4 
in the winner-take-all 
Game 3 of the CWS fi-
nals.

Mitchell hit a three-
run homer in the first 
inning to get the Tigers 
started. He batted .348 
with two home runs, 
three doubles and seven 
RBIs in six games in 
Omaha.

The Tigers’ big first 
inning came after Texas 
freshman Taylor Jung-
mann had limited them 
to five hits in a 5-1 loss 
in Game 2 on Tuesday.

“We were talking 
about getting an early 
lead,” LSU first base-
man Sean Ochinko said. 
“Jared’s home run got 
the wheels spinning. 
That’s what we needed 
at that point.”

Mitchell, a receiver on 
the LSU team that won 
the BCS championship 
after the 2007 season, 
said he hoped to ignite 
the Tigers after their 
sluggish offensive per-
formance the night be-
fore.

“In football, convert-
ing third downs wins 
championships,” he 
said. “In baseball, 
clutch hits win champi-
onships. Who’s going to 
get the big hit when we 
need it?”

Texas rallied to tie, but 
LSU put the game away 
with a five-run sixth in-
ning.

Now a program that 
two years ago wasn’t 
good enough to qual-
ify for its conference 
tournament is the best 
team in college baseball 
again.

The Tigers (56-17) won
their sixth national 

title — tied with Texas 
for second-most all-time 
behind USC’s 12 — and 
first since 2000.

“It’s an unbelievable 
feeling to be put in the 
position where you’re 
remembered forever in 
Baton Rouge now,” said 
Mitchell, a first-round 
pick of the Chicago 
White Sox. “To be in 
that company with the 
players who won cham-
pionships, to put LSU 
baseball on top where it 
belongs, to be a part of 
that is special.

“It’s everybody pull-
ing together, a sense of 
urgency we had, and we 
began to play our best 
ball at the end of the 
year.”

It was the first nation-
al title for 51-year-old 
coach Paul Mainieri, 
who played his fresh-
man year at LSU in 
1976 and returned to 
the school after coach-
ing stops at St. Thomas 
(Fla.), Air Force and 
Notre Dame.

“I’ve had wonderful 
kids everywhere I’ve 
been,” Mainieri said. 
“They’re all feeling a 
part of this. I’m so happy 
for these kids. They’ve 
done everything I’ve 
asked.

“They played great. 
They played great de-
fense. Our pitching 
has been solid all year. 
When we got to the end 
of the season everyone 
was determined they 
would get it done. It’s 

been a coach’s dream to 
have a group like this.”

The Tigers came into 
the CWS ranked No. 1 
in the major polls, and 
that’s where they’ll fin-
ish after keeping Tex-
as from becoming the 
first No. 1 seed to win 
the NCAA tournament 
since Miami in 1999.

“They are the best 
team we’ve played by 
far,” Texas coach Au-
gie Garrido said. “We 
didn’t lose it. They won 

it. It was a well-deserved 
championship.”

Louis Coleman struck 
out Kevin Keyes for the 
second out in the ninth 
inning, bringing most of 
the 19,986 fans at Rosen-
blatt Stadium to their 
feet. Coleman struck 
out Connor Rowe for 
the final out, threw his 
glove high in the air and 
then sank to the bottom 
of the pile in front of the 
mound.

LSU won national 

titles in 1991, ‘93, ‘96, 
‘97 and 2000 under Skip 
Bertman. Though the 
Tigers made it back to 
the CWS two times un-
der Smoke Laval — he 
went 0-4 here — the 
program fell off before 
Mainieri arrived three 
years ago.

His 2007 team, which 
included four regulars 
on the 2009 title team, 
failed to qualify for the

See LSU, Page 2B
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LSU rips Texas for national title

Sources: Cavs close to acquiring Shaq from Suns 
TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND — The Cleve-
land Cavaliers are close to 
acquiring center Shaquille 
O’Neal in a trade that would 
pair him with MVP LeBron 
James, multiple people with 
knowledge of the deal told 
The Associated Press early 
Thursday.

The Cavs and Phoenix Suns 
have reached an agreement in 
principle on the deal, which 
gives Cleveland two of the 
league’s biggest superstars.

O’Neal will join Cleveland 
in exchange for center Ben 
Wallace, guard Sasha Pavlov-
ic, a second-round draft pick 
(No. 46 overall in Thursday’s 
draft) and cash, said the two 

people who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because 
the league still must approve 
the deal.

Yahoo! Sports first reported 
the deal.

The trade, which the sides 
had been discussing for 
months, gives the Suns finan-
cial flexibility in the future. 
O’Neal has just one season 

left on a $20 million contract 
and Wallace is in the final 
year of a $14 million deal.

The Suns save $10 million 
on the deal, half of it by low-
ering their payroll below the 
luxury tax limit. They plan 
to buy out Pavlovic, who has 
$1.5 million of his $4.95 mil-
lion contract guaranteed.

Phoenix, which also gets 

$500,000 in cash from the 
Cavs, might save even more 
if Wallace decides to accept 
a buyout. The big center re-
portedly is considering re-
tirement after battling inju-
ries the last few seasons.

Owner Robert Sarver, 
whose banking and real estate 

See SHAQ, Page 2B

AP photo/Ted Kirk

LSU players, including Leon Landry (6), pile up after defeating Texas 11-4 in the deciding game of the 
NCAA College World Series baseball finals in Omaha, Neb., Wednesday night.

Tiger bats explode
in 6th to top ’Horns

AP photo/Jim Slosiarek/The Gazette

People react to the shooting of Aplington-
Parkersburg football coach Ed Thomas Wednesday 
in Parkersburg, Iowa. Mark Becker, a 24-year-old 
former Aplington-Parkersburg High School foot-
ball player, walked into the school’s weight room 
Wednesday morning and fatally shot his former 
coach Ed Thomas, before sheriff’s deputies arrest-
ed him at a nearby home a short time later.

Small Iowa town trying to overcome trauma
of popular coach’s murder by former player
NIGEL DUARA
Associated Press Writer

PARKERSBURG, Iowa — When 
a fatal tornado ripped through 
the rural Iowa town Ed Thomas 
called home, the local football 
coach became the driving force 
behind rebuilding. As a trusted 
and active church member, he 
encouraged the tiny community 
to have faith.

Parkersburg needed it Wednes-
day as they struggled with news 
of the longtime high school foot-
ball coach’s violent death at the 
hands of a gunman who police 
said was a former player.

“This is way worse than the tor-
nado we went through,” said Lar-
ry Pruisner, whose two grand-
sons played for Thomas. “Those 
things we can rebuild. We’re not 
going to get Ed back. He’s gone.”

Thomas was more than Apling-
ton-Parkersburg High School’s 
football coach of 34 years, run-
ning up a 292-84 record with two 
state titles while sending four 
players to the NFL. He was a so-
cial studies teacher and driving 
instructor. He oversaw Sunday 

school classes and served as an 
elder at First Congregational 
Church.

The 58-year-old known to ev-
eryone as “Coach” was gunned 
down Wednesday morning inside 
a weight room adjacent to the 
school while holding an offsea-
son team workout. Investigators 
say former player Mark Becker, 
24, walked past about 20 students 
before shooting Thomas several 
times and walking back out.

Becker, who was to have gone 
to a hospital psychiatric ward af-
ter allegedly leading police on a 
high-speed chase Saturday, was 
arrested a short time later in the 
driveway of his parents’ home 
and charged with first-degree 
murder. Bond was set at $1 mil-
lion, and Becker’s next scheduled 
court appearance is July 2. Police 
say they are still investigating a 
motive.

“Aside from my own father 
and mother, no one had a more 
profound impact on my life than 
Coach Thomas,” said Detroit Li-
ons defensive end Jared DeVr-
ies, one of four former players 

Thomas watched rise to the NFL, 
which named him 2005 high 
school coach of the year. “Heav-
en just got a great football coach 
and an even better man.”

The cruelest irony for this town 
about 80 miles northeast of Des 
Moines is that Thomas is widely 
credited with salvaging its spirit 
after the last disaster, a powerful 
tornado that shredded the south-
ern third of the city and killed 
six in May 2008. The high school 
shone as a testament to the town’s 
rebuilding and the football sta-
dium — named for Thomas — of-
ten is referred to as the “Sacred 
Acre.”

“You could see exactly what the 
football program means to Ap-
lington-Parkersburg in the way 
the community pulled together 
to restore the football field after 
the tornado. That is a reflection 
of Coach Thomas,” said Den-
ver Broncos center Casey Wieg-
mann. “I cannot begin to count 
the number of lives he affected in 
this community.”

See COACH, Page 2B



The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 
7 a.m. today:

• JARVIS PRESTON, 28, of Midland, was arrest-
ed Wednesday on a charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance.

• BRYANT JONES, 31, of Colorado City, was 
arrested Wednesday on a charge of possession of a 
controlled substance.

• GARY HUBBARD, 51, of Midland, was arrested 
Wednesday on a charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance.

• ROBERTO VASQUEZ JR., 17, of 3610 Hamilton, 
was arrested Wednesday on six local warrants.

• MICHAEL BROWN, 28, of 3606 Calvin, was 
arrested Wednesday on a non-local warrant.

• JESSE CASTILLO, 44, of 1904 S. Johnson, was 
arrested Wednesday on a charge of driving while 
license invalid.

• BYRON ROBERTS, 24, of 1900 S. Main St., was 
arrested Wednesday on a charge of possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less.

• JENNIFER PEREZ, 30, of 613 Linda Lane, was 
arrested Wednesday on a local warrant.

• BRYON PAYNE, 23, of 1509 Stadium, was 
arrested Wednesday on three local warrants.

• JOSHUA THOMPSON, 21, of 401 Dallas, was 
arrested Wednesday on two local warrants and a 
charge of public intoxication.

• TRACY GONZALES, 23, of 2707 Hernandez Rd., 
was arrested Wednesday on a charge of no driver’s 
license when unlicensed.

• THEFT was reported:
in the 900 block of Willia.
in the 100 block of Ninth Street.
• POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCE was reported near the 171 mile 
marker of Interstate Highway 20.

• DISORDERLY CONDUCT – FIGHTING was 
reported in the 1500 block of Sycamore.

• ASSAULT CAUSING BODILY INJURY – 
FAMILY VIOLENCE was reported in the 3600 
block of Hamilton.

• ASSAULT CAUSING BODILY INJURY was 
reported in the 1100 block of Stanford.

• ARSON – INTENTIONALLY STARTING A 
FIRE / RECKLESS DAMAGE was reported in the 
1900 block of Martin Luther King Blvd. According 
to Big Spring Fire Marshall Carl Condray, a 1996 
GMC pickup was set on fire at Knollwood apart-
ments at approximately 3:10 a.m. Wednesday 
morning. No injuries were reported as a result of 
the fire and the loss was estimated at approximate-
ly $5,000.
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TODAY
• League of United Latin American Citizens 

LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce.  The public 
is invited. 

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 
267-7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restau-
rant.

• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon 
at the Howard College Cactus Room.

• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY 
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets 

at the First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad, 
in the dining hall on the east side of the building. 
Weigh-in starts at 5:30 p.m. and the meeting be-
gins at 6 p.m. There is a different program each 
week. For more information, call 213-1342 or 263-
6819.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. 
at 606 E. Third.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room.

The winning numbers drawn in the Lotto Texas 
drawing Wednesday night: 1-7-16-17-23-41.

The winning Cash Five numbers drawn Wednes-
day by the Texas Lottery: 8-12-29-30-34.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 1-9-0-4. Sum It 
Up: 14.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 7-1-5. Sum It 
Up: 15.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 81 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• MICHAEL ARTHUR BROWN, 38, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD 
on a charge of theft.

• JESSIE CASTILLO, 44, was transferred to the 
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while license invalid with a previous con-
viction or suspension.

• PAUL FLANNELL, 51, was transferred to the 
county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• LYNDON TRENT FRAYLEY, 49, was arrested 
Thursday by the HCSO on a charge of public 
intoxication.

• TRACY LYNN GONZALES, 23, was transferred

See SHERIFF, Page 3A

William K. ‘Bill’ Slagle
William K. “Bill” Slagle, 91, of Big Spring died 

Tuesday, June 23, 2009, at the Martin County 
Hospital. A memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

He was born Sept. 5, 1917, in 
Murphysboro, Ill., to Eula and 
Charles Slagle. He lived in East St. 
Louis, Ill., and graduated from 
Washington University with a 
degree in electrical engineering. He 
moved to Albuquerque in 1959 and 
taught school there until 1979, when 
he moved to Big Spring. After mov-

ing to Big Spring he was a substitute teacher from 
1975 until 1986. He was a Methodist.

He is survived by a niece; three nephews; and a 
multitude of friends and caregivers.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by one sister and brother-in-law, Martha and 
George Youngman.

The family suggests memorials to Martha J. 
Slagle Youngman Nursing Scholarship Fund at 
Howard College.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Boyce ‘Buddy’ Howerton
Boyce “Buddy” Howerton, 74, of Big Spring died 

Wednesday, June 24, 2009, at Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez 
State Veterans Home. Memorial services will be at 
4: p.m. Friday at Myers & Smith Chapel with the 

Rev. H. Alan Matthies officiating.
He was born Oct. 26, 1934, in Big 

Spring to Lillie and Kent Howerton. 
He grew up in Big Spring and 
Amarillo, and served in the U.S. Air 
Force. In his younger years, he 
worked at the truck stop in Big 
Spring. He returned to Big Spring 
in 2007.

He is survived by two sisters, 
Barbara Sue King of Oklahoma 

City, Okla., and Evelyn Gray of Weatherford; one 
brother, Jerry Howerton of Midland; and several 
nieces, nephews and cousins.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife, Mary Jo; three children, Roger 
Howerton, Wendell Howerton and Sherry Howerton; 
and one brother, R.C. Huddleston.

The family suggests memorials to the American 
Cancer Society, c/o Carolyn Brooks, P.O. Box 2121, 
Big Spring 79721.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Olin Bearden
Olin Bearden, 81, of Coahoma died Tuesday, June 

23, 2009, at the Marcy House. Graveside services 
will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday at Coahoma 
Cemetery with the Rev. Donita Lea officiating. The 

family will receive friends from 6 
p.m. until 7 p.m. Friday at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

He was born June 9, 1928, in 
Snyder to Ruby and Leonard 
Bearden. He grew up in Scurry 
County and moved to Big Spring in 
1962. He was a veteran of the U.S. 
Navy and had worked for Cosden 
starting in 1962. He retired from 
Fina in 1986. He was a member of 

the First United Methodist Church in Coahoma.
He is survived by two sons, Rick Bearden of 

Woodstock, Md., and Kenny Bearden and wife 
Karen of Big Spring; four grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren; and one brother, Clyde 
Bearden and wife Wanda of Lubbock.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife, Jeannine, Dec. 3, 2004; and four 
brothers, Robert, Frank, Ronald and Lowell 
Bearden.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Charles R. ‘Pappy’ Chatwell
Charles R. “Pappy” Chatwell, 82 of Midland died 

Tuesday, June 23, 2009, at his home.
Pappy was born April 15, 1927, in 

Tuscola to William Chatwell and 
Willie Wolfenburger Chatwell. He 
was an Army veteran and was sta-
tioned in Germany. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents and one brother, Bill 
Chatwell.

He is survived by his wife of 64 
years, Joyce Chatwell of the home; 
one son, Robert Allan Chatwell of 
Midland; two daughters, Charlene 

Parkhill and husband Jimmy of Big Spring, Deborah 
Lynn Choat and husband Jimmy of San Angelo; 
three brothers, Don Chatwell of Oklahoma, Jim 
Chatwell of Rockport and Jack Chatwell of 
Thermopolis, Wyo.; two sisters, Margaret Skinner 
of Payson, Ariz., and Roma Thompson of Big Spring. 
He is also survived by five grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.

The family will receive friends at Ellis Funeral 
Home from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, June 26, 2009. 
Graveside services will be at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
June 27, 2009, at Serenity Memorial Gardens.  

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, P.O. Box 22718 Oklahoma 
City, OK 73123.

Arrangements are under the direction of Ellis 
Funeral Home of Midland. To place online condo-
lences please visit www.mem.com.

Carolina Rivas
Carolina Rivas, 81, of Lenorah died Wednesday, 

June 24, 2009, in an Odessa hospital. Her services 
are pending with Gilbreath Funeral Home of 
Stanton.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of FM 700 and Wasson Road. Service 
refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of E. 
Second Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of Birdwell Lane and Morrison. One 
person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of 
Sycamore. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of 
Mesa. One person was transported to SMMC.
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interests have suffered 
greatly in the econom-
ic downturn, said last 
Saturday that he didn’t 
mind paying a luxury 
tax for a good team. But 
Phoenix failed to make 
the playoffs, and the 
Suns are in the midst of 
what amounts to a re-
building effort.

In Cleveland, O’Neal 
could be the missing 
piece for James to win a 
first championship. The 
7-foot hoops icon known 
best as “Shaq” but by 
many other aliases, cer-
tainly gives the city a 
surge of star power.

O’Neal’s addition also 
provides Cleveland 
with some much needed 
size in its frontcourt. 
The Cavs couldn’t stop 
Orlando center Dwight 
Howard in the Eastern 

Conference finals, los-
ing the series in six 
games and seeing a 66-
win regular season and 
deep playoff run come 
up short.

O’Neal can still bang 
inside, which is why 
Cavaliers general man-
ager Danny Ferry tried 
to acquire him before 
the trading deadline in 
February. Ferry and 
Suns GM Steve Kerr are 
former NBA teammates 
and good friends.

The Suns were a West-
leading 34-14 when they 
acquired O’Neal in Feb-
ruary 2008. He averaged 
17.8 points and 8.4 re-
bounds last season and 
appeared in his 15th 
All-Star game, stealing 
the show with a goofy 
dance during pregame 
introductions at U.S. 
Airways Center.

O’Neal answered to 
“the Big Cactus” in the 
desert, but the plodding 
7-foot-1, 325-pounder 
seemed a strange fit with 

the up-tempo Suns.
Popular coach Mike 

D’Antoni, who reported-
ly pushed management 
to acquire Shaq, left at 
the end of O’Neal’s first 
season. 

D’Antoni was replaced 
by Terry Porter, who 
was fired midseason af-
ter a failed attempt to 
get the team to play bet-
ter defense.

The Suns won one 
playoff game in O’Neal’s 
1½ seasons — and last 
spring they failed to 
qualify for the postsea-
son for the first time 
since 2004.

Soon after the season 
ended, speculation be-
gan to grow that the 
club was looking to deal 
O’Neal while his trade 
value was still high.

The Suns might not 
be finished with big 
trades. All-Star Amare 
Stoudemire, who can 
opt out of his contract, 
also is being mentioned 
prominently in poten-

tial deals.
With James’ potential 

free agency looming 
after next season, the 
Cavaliers feel an even 
greater sense of urgency 
to win the city’s first pro 
sports championship 
since 1964. By bringing 
in O’Neal, they have 
again demonstrated to 
the 24-year-old James 
that they’re willing to 
make bold moves while 
keeping themselves in 
good financial position.

If the O’Neal-James 
pairing doesn’t work 
out, the Cavs might be 
able to trade the peren-
nial All-Star next Feb-
ruary and would have 
more money to spend 
in the Summer of 2010 
on what is being called 
the greatest free agency 
class in league history.

James and O’Neal 
have known each other 
for years. 

When James was a 
high school phenom in 
Akron, Ohio, O’Neal at-

tended one of his games 
and the two have re-
mained close. James has 
often wondered what 

it would be like to play 
with a center of O’Neal’s 
stature.

He’s about to find out.

COACH
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Friends and family 
said for all his sporting 
success, Thomas took 
the most pride in his 
Christian faith and car-
ried his morals on and 
off the field.

“He could go into the 
locker room and give 
you the biggest chewing 
out you ever saw, but 
you would never hear a 
curse word,” Pruisner 
said.

Thomas was content 
to stay in Parkersburg 
and wasn’t much for 
vacations, but earlier 
this month he took off 
for Hawaii with his two 
sons and their wives in 
tow. 

Pruisner later heard 
Thomas was eager to get 
back.

“His vacation was 
out here on the football 
field,” Pruisner said.

The coach also seemed 
content with his play-
book. 

He stuck to about five 
plays and ran an old-
fashioned Wing-T, an 
offensive formation that 
generally fell out of favor 
when Dick Clark first 
hosted American Band-
stand. They worked for 
years.

“Some people want to 
call him old-fashioned,” 
said local barber Tom 
Teeple, who called 
Thomas his best friend. 
“But this is what it was 
all about to him. Consis-
tency.”

If not for a shattered 
leg in an accident early 
in his career at Wil-
liam Penn, Thomas may 
have found himself on 

the playing field rather 
than the sidelines. But 
friends said once he 
turned to coaching, he 
never looked back.

Teeple can still rattle 
off Thomas’ slowly im-
proving records as a 
young coach at a North-
east Hamilton Commu-
nity School in Blairs-
burg, Iowa: 0-9, 3-6, 6-3. 
Thomas didn’t ask his 
players to be great ath-
letes, but he did require 
them to buy into his sys-
tem: stay in shape, stay 
out of trouble and the 
rest would work itself 
out.

“He was the epitome of 
what I would have liked 

to have been, salt of the 
earth” Teeple said. “I 
am a better person for 
having known Ed.”
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Road Construction Blues 
 
 

At the Big Spring Herald we are suffering through the same road construction problems 
as everyone else.  Over the last 2 weeks the front of our building has had no parking and 
it has been very hard for our customers to get to us.  It is now available for parking and 
our newspaper racks that are out front are again available.  We also realize that it is not 
easy to get to places on Gregg St. to get your copy of the paper.  We would like to make 
everyone aware of all the different locations the Big Spring Herald is sold at for your 
convenience. 
 
All the 7-11 Stores  Park’s Convenience  All the Star Stops 
Wes-T-Go   H-E-B    Zooom Grocery  
Fast Stop Wasson Rd.  D’s One Stop   Wal*Mart  
Gold Rush   Fast Stop East 4th  Travel Centers of America 
Travel Mart   Buffalo Country Fina  Kate’s Fina Mart  
Town & Country  Town & Country (Coahoma) Little Sooper (Coahoma) 
 
Racks: 
Medicine Center Pharmacy Whataburger   Herman’s 
VA Hospital   McDonald’s   Cowboy’s Steakhouse 
Greg’s Grill   Chicken Express  Neighbor’s Convenience 
Brenda’s BBQ   Denny’s   Texas Cajun Café  
Kwikies   Dollar General (Stanton) Lawrence Brothers (Stanton) 
Uncles (Sand Springs) Lakeway Grocery (Sand Springs) 
Big Spring Dairy Queens 
 

We have now added Newspaper Racks at both  
Big Spring Dairy Queens locations for your 
convenience. 

168111

By Steve BeckerBy Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated 
in any row, column or box. 

sudoku

LSU
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Southeastern Confer-
ence postseason tour-
nament. His 2008 squad 
struggled until midsea-
son, then rolled off an 
SEC-record 23 straight 
wins on its way to the 
College World Series.

This year, the Tigers 
won the SEC regular-
season and postseason 
titles and swept through 
regionals and super re-
gionals on their way to 
Omaha.

“They’ve done every-
thing they need to do 
to become champions,” 
Mainieri said. “Had we 
not gotten this one, it 
would have left a little 
bit of an empty feeling.”

Scriptwriter Serena reaches 3rd round at Wimbledon 
STEVEN WINE
AP Sports Writer

WIMBLEDON, England — Serena 
Williams is writing a TV script that 
borrows from some of her favorite 
shows, including “Desperate House-
wives,” ‘’Sex and the City” and “Fam-
ily Guy.”

Then there’s the other script she has 
in mind — the one that ends with her 
winning Wimbledon next week.

Her attention was on the latter sto-
ryline Wednesday afternoon, when 
she advanced to the third round by 
beating Jarmila Groth 6-2, 6-1. Wil-
liams is seeking her third Wimbledon 
title and her first since 2003.

“I should have won more than twice 
here,” she said. “Hopefully I can rec-
tify that this year.”

The victory took only 57 minutes, 
leaving Williams with lots of time to 

get back to her TV script treatment.
“You’ll be excited to know I wrote 

three parts already,” she said. “I was 
going to do it (Tuesday), but I started 
watching ‘Dexter’ and I got a little 
sidetracked. You know what, today’s 
a good day. I can write. For me it’s re-
ally about being in the mood, and how 
I’m feeling.”

Williams always keeps busy. She’s 
an actress, a clothing designer and 
the winner of 10 Grand Slam titles, 
most recently this year’s Australian 
Open. She writes a blog — in one en-
try this week, she complained about 
Wimbledon rules prohibiting food in 
the players’ locker rooms. She has a 
ghostwritten autobiography due this 
year.

And now she wants to write for tele-
vision.

“Definitely for TV,” she said. 

AP photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth

Serena Williams returns to Jarmila Groth of Australia, during their second 
round singles match at Wimbledon Wednesday.
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picked up, he said.
“Some of the more 

typical items we pick up 
are appliances that don’t 
work anymore, couches 
and mattresses,” said 
Darden. “Those are the 
kind of things that we 
can take to our landfill 
and we’re allowed to 
pick up. However, we 
can’t pick up any house-
hold hazardous waste. 
That means any kind 
of chemicals including 
lawn chemicals, car 
batteries and tires and 
things of that nature. 

We also won’t be pick-
ing up any tree branch-
es, shrubs or things like 
that.

“We’re trying to tar-
get people who are el-
derly, handicapped or 
otherwise don’t have 
the means to get these 
large items to our land-
fill. This is a service the 
city is going to provide 
as a courtesy to those 
people and give them 
the opportunity to get 
things off of their prop-
erty they might not be 
able to otherwise.”

All items must be by 
the curb in the city’s 
right-of-way no sooner 
than 24 hours before 
the scheduled pick up. 

Items need to be sepa-
rated as much as pos-
sible for its trip to the 
municipal landfill.

“To be placed on the 
pick up list, all resi-
dents have to do is call 
264-2504 or 264-2501, and 
we’ll get them set up. If 
they don’t call and get 
on the list, we can’t pick 
up their items.”

Darden said custom-
ers need to be aware of 
gas, water and electric-
ity meters and lines 
when they put their 
large items out to be 
picked up.

“A lot of time we have 
to bring in equipment to 
pick those large items 
up,” he said. “If you 

cover the meters up, 
it’s hard for us to know 
where they are. Using 
the equipment makes 
the pick up go quicker 
and we want to make 
sure our employees are 
safe while they are pick-
ing these things up.”

For more information 
on the large item pick 
up program and maps of 
the six city districts, vis-
it the city of Big Spring 
Web site at www.ci.big-
spring.tx.us or call 264-
2504.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

IDOL
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Kraddick in the 
Morning.” 

 “Jenna from Kidd 
Kraddick was in the 
front talking to people,” 
the 17-year old said. “So 
I’ve already received 
some attention, but the 
whole situation is kind 
of crazy. I’m so excited. 
Everyone was just so 
happy to be there.”

 Her mother said, 
“Everyone in line was 
singing while they were 
waiting. That’s not real-
ly Bianca’s personality, 
but she sang once and 
then several people were 
like, ‘That little girl can 
sing.’ Even some of the 
other hopeful contes-
tants said something.

 “She’s got the pipes; 
it’s just getting past that 
first round,” Reese re-
marked.

 Though some may 
think her mother is 

slightly biased, the sheer 
number of awards Man-
cha has won in the past 
proves her mother’s not 
the only one impressed. 
According to Reese, 
Mancha has performed 
at the Johnnie High’s 
Country Music Revue 
in Arlington, Billy Bob’s 
Texas in Fort Worth and 
the Odessa Music City 
Mall. She won the grand 
prize twice in the talent 
competition in Odessa 
and the grand prize at 
the 2008 Permian Basin 

Fair and Expo Talent 
Show and intends to en-
ter again this year. She 
is the  lead singer for 
the youth band at Fam-
ily Faith Victory Center 
and sings at weddings, 
parties and local sport-
ing events for Howard 
College and Big Spring 
High School.

 She had hoped to au-
dition last year when 
she was 16, the age 
minimum, but she came 
down with the flu and 
was unable to perform.

 Mancha has three 
songs prepared for au-
ditions Friday: “You’re 
Gonna Love Me” by 
Jennifer Hudson, “Lis-
ten” by Beyonce and “A 
Broken Wing” by Marti-
na McBride. She has to 
audition for three pro-
ducers before she can 
audition for the actual 
judges.

 “I’m so thrilled to be 
pursuing my dreams. 
I’ll try to represent 

Big Spring well,” she 
said. “Keep me in your 
prayers.”
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AN
    ENCOURAGING
                        WORD

         By Eddy Pitchford

As a batter watches the pitcher release the ball, there is a moment when he must 
decide if he will swing the bat. To put off that decision is to decide — by default. Of 
course, life is filled with many other moments of decision.

Many people put off obedience to God and therefore, disobey — by default. 
Scripture challenges us, " Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow...
Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins." (James 
4:14-17)

Prompt, decisive obedience is illustrated in Acts 16:33, "At that hour of the night 
the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and his family 
were baptized."

Have you delayed obeying God? "And now what are your waiting for..." (Acts 22:16)

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.............................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship..........................................5:00 PM
Wednesday Class.......................................7:00 PM

16
72

11

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/09
178311

 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Olin Bearden, 81, died 
Tuesday.  Graveside ser-
vices will be at 11:00 AM 
Saturday at Coahoma 
Cemetery.  The family 
will receive friends from 
6:00 until 7:00 PM Friday 
at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  

William K. "Bill" Slagle, 
91, died Tuesday.  A 
Memorial Service will be 
held at a later date.

Boyce "Buddy" 
Howerton, 74, died 
Wednesday.  Memorial 
Services will be at 4:00 
PM Friday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.

BSISD
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cycle.
“We’re still not certain 

what the state’s going to 
do in that area,” Stevens 
said. “And we’re going 
to wait and see what 
happens there before we 
go any further.”

The problem, Stevens 
said, has to do with 
questionable state use 
of federal funds.

“As it stands, the state 

is using federal stimu-
lus money to provide 
aid to local districts,” 
he said. “There’s a ques-
tion on whether they 
can do that ... so a lot of 
school districts, not just 
Big Spring, are in limbo 
right now while they 
sort things out.”

The use of federal 
stimulus money as di-
rect aid to local schools 
severely impacts a pro-
posed teacher pay raise, 
officials said.

“Right now, one of the 
biggest holdups is that 

the teacher pay raise 
passed by the legisla-
ture is predicated on us-
ing stimulus money and 
there’s a big question on 
whether the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education will 
allow that,” said Sandra 
Waggoner, chief finan-
cial officer for BSISD.

As things stand, a 
pay raise for teachers, 
librarians and counsel-
ors seems fairly certain. 
How big that raise will 
be, however, is very 
much up in the air, Wag-
goner said.

“There’s just no way 
we can say for sure 
right now,” she said. 
“But teachers should at 
least receive their nor-
mal step raises.”

Waggoner said ques-
tions about state aid 
have made work on this 
year’s budget more diffi-
cult than in the past.

“Last year, we knew 
how much funding we 
would get,” Waggoner 
said. “But this year, the 
way the situation has 
changed, it’s so much 
more difficult that we’re 

still trying to figure 
things out.”

This does not mean 
that BSISD will be late 
crafting a budget this 
year, but local officials 
would appreciate some 
direction from their 
state counterparts.

“It’s something that 
changes every few 
days,” Waggoner said 
of state guidelines. “But 
we have enough leeway 
(in the budget) that if 
things change drasti-
cally, we can still make 
things work.”

Waggoner promises 
a balanced budget with 
few big-ticket bells and 
whistles. The district 
plans to purchase two 
buses and four smaller 
trucks, but that’s ba-
sically the expense of 
special purchases, she 
said.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com
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structure will be com-
pleted Monday — but 
the work will come with 
a catch.

“We won’t have any 
electrical service for 
those three days,” 

Sparks said earlier this 
month, “so we’ll have to 
shut down most of the 
campus.”

No summer school 
activities are sched-
uled for that period, so 
Sparks said disruptions 
will be minimized.

“We looked at all dif-
ferent kinds of scenarios 
and we decided this was 

the best of our alterna-
tives,” Sparks said.

The Web sites for HC 
and SWCID will be back 
up and running “as soon 
as possbile” Monday, 
according to informa-
tion released by HC offi-
cial Cindy Smith. How-
ard’s athletic Web site 
—  www.hchawk.com 
— will not be effected 

by the shutdown, Smith 
added.

All power and commu-
nication outlets on the 
Big Spring campus — 
including telephone, fax 
and computer networks 
— will be effected dur-
ing the power outage.  

Enhanced security 
will be on campus 
throughout the outage, 

Smith noted.
Full electrical service 

will be restored Monday 
morning.

“We apologize for 
any inconvenience this 
may cause and appre-
ciate your patience as 
we strive to improve 
our campus to better 
serve the needs of our 
students and communi-

ties,” Smith stated.
For more informa-

tion, contact Smith at 
264-5034 — by this after-
noon, of course.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

MURDER
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Sanchez lying by the road-
way, according to Burnett.

An autopsy determined
cause of death to be from mul-
tiple stab wounds, which 
totaled more than 30 strikes, 

according to Wilkerson. The 
autopsy report revealed at 
least three of the stab wounds 
could have ended Sanchez’s 
life, he added.

“You never take anything 
for granted when you’re pre-
senting evidence to a jury,” 
said Wilkerson. “You have to 
work toward a goal, and you 
have to work hard until you 

achieve it. That’s how we ap-
proached this case, and I feel 
like justice has been served.”

Once the jury brought back 
the guilty verdict, Wilkerson 
said the punishment phase of 
the trial moved along quick-
ly.

“We presented evidence 
concerning two prior convic-

tions for aggravated robbery 
he had served time for in New 
Mexico,” said Wilkerson. 
“The defense didn’t offer any 
evidence during the punish-
ment phase. I can’t say the 
sentence surprised me. It was 
exactly what we had asked 
the jury to deliver.”

Wilkerson said Mason will 

have to serve a minimum of 
30 years in a Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice fa-
cility before he is eligible for 
parole.

Contact Staff Writer Thom-
as Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 
or by e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Su-
preme Court ruled Thursday that 
a school’s strip search of an Arizo-
na teenage girl accused of having 
prescription-strength ibuprofen 
was illegal.

In an 8-1 ruling, the justices said 
school officials violated the law 
with their search of Savana Red-
ding in the rural eastern Arizona 
town of Safford.

Redding, who now attends col-
lege, was 13 when officials at Saf-
ford Middle School ordered her to 
remove her clothes and shake out 
her underwear because they were 
looking for pills — the equivalent 
of two Advils. The district bans 
prescription and over-the-counter 
drugs and the school was acting 

on a tip from another student.
“What was missing from the sus-

pected facts that pointed to Savana 
was any indication of danger to 
the students from the power of the 
drugs or their quantity, and any 
reason to suppose that Savana was 
carrying pills in her underwear,” 
Justice David Souter wrote in the 
majority opinion. “We think that 
the combination of these deficien-
cies was fatal to finding the search 
reasonable.”

In a dissent, Justice Clarence 
Thomas found the search legal 
and said the court previously had 
given school officials “consider-
able leeway” under the Fourth 
Amendment in school settings.

Court says strip search 
of Arizona teenager illegal 

SHERIFF
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to the county jail Wednesday by the 
BSPD on charges of no driver’s license 
and failure to maintain financial 
responsibility.

• GARY LEE HUBBARD, 51, was 
transferred to the county jail 
Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
possession of a controlled substance.

• BRYANT STEDMAN JONES, 31, was 
transferred to the county jail 
Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
possession of a controlled substance.

• BRYON PATRICK PAYNE, 23, was 
transferred to the county jail 
Wednesday by the BSPD on charges of 
failure to maintain financial responsi-
bility, no driver’s license and posses-
sion of a controlled substance.

• JENNIFER ROSE PEREZ, 30, was 
transferred to the county jail 
Wednesday by the BSPD on a local war-
rant.

• JARVIS DARNELL PRESTON, 28, 

was transferred to the county jail 
Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
possession of a controlled substance.

• BYRON ZACHARY ROBERTS, 24, 
was transferred to the county jail 
Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or 
less.

• MARK TIMOTHY STANLEY, 47, was 
transferred to the county jail Thursday 
by the BSPD on a charge of public 
intoxication.

• JOSHUA LYNN THOMPSON, 21, 
was transferred to the county jail 
Thursday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication and warrants for 
driving while license invalid/suspended 
and violation of a promise to appear.

• FRANK ALEXANDER TREVINO, 20, 
was arrested Thursday by the HCSO on 
a motion to revoke probation.

• ROBERTO VASQUEZ, 17, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Wednesday by 
the BSPD on charges of no driver’s 
license (two counts), failure to maintain 
financial responsibility and three local 
warrants.
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Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

FOR SALE 2 Cemetery Lots. 
Trinity-Garden of Sharon. 50% 
Discount. Call (432)687-1857.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

TRINITY MEMORIAL Park 
(Garden of Sharon)- $2,000. 
Call (281)353-9655.

Garage Sales
2507 REBECCA:- Tools, elec-
tronics, men’s & women’s plus 
size clothing plus much more. 
Friday 8-3 & Saturday 8-1. 
No Early Sales Please.

4 FAMILY GARAGE Sale: 
205 Washington, Saturday 
7:30-12:30. Toys, boys clothes 
3T, women’s & men’s clothes, 
household items, linens, Christ-
mas items, You Don’t Wont to 
Miss This One! Lots of great 
stuff.

AVON STOCK Clearance 
Sale! Saturday 9-5, 614 Dallas 
Street. Up to a 50% discount 
on Avon Stock! Credit Cards & 
Checks Welcome.

BACK YARD sale: 2611 Cen-
tral Dr. Saturday 8:00-? 
Stroller, car seat, bassinet, 
crib, toddler bed, clothes, furni-
ture, bedding, lots of misc.

CARPORT SALE: 701 Colgate 
Ave., Saturday 8-2. Coca Cola 
items, infants-kids & women’s 
clothes, dishes, microwave and 
lots more. CHEAP, CHEAP!!

DON’T MISS THIS Huge Yard 
Sale: Friday Only 8:00-3:00, 
103 Rocco Rd. (Sandsprings). 
Tons of very nice girls size 
4-10 name brand clothing for 
summer and back to school. 
Black antique cottage bedroom 
suite with mattresses (350.00) 
white bedroom furniture, metal 
bunk bed w/couch futon on bot-
tom, antique children’s desk, 
nice toys, little Tyke house and 
picnic table, tons of bedding 
and home decor. 
(432)517-0190.

ESTATE SALE: Dishes, furni-
ture, collectibles, linens, craft 
supplies, art works, art sup-
plies, artificial plants, mirrors, 
yard tools, TV’s, clothes, etc. 
Everything must go even the 
house. 2406 Morrison, Friday & 
Saturday 8am till whenever.
ESTATE/YARD SALE: Satur-
day 7am-4pm, 2720 Cindy. 
Too much to list.

THREE FAMILY Garage Sale. 
Sat. 8:00-2:00, 2905 S. Goliad.  
No Early Birds. Childrens 
clothes (girls), furniture, house-
hold items, knick-knacks, 
Christmas & Wedding deco., 
Too much to list. Come See!!

GARAGE SALE GODDESS is 
DECLUTTERING! 2203 East 
25th (Kentwood), Saturday 
8:00-1:00. Display racks, 
couch, glassware, antique 
sideboard, Little Tikes 
sand/water table, old books. 
Brownies and Snow Cones.

GARAGE SALE: 1514 East 
18th (behind Harris Lumber), 
Friday & Saturday 8 till? An-
tiques, coke items, rod and 
reels, 2 BBQ pits, tools, signs, 
and misc. items.

GARAGE SALE: 3235 Cornell 
Ave., Friday 8-? & Saturday 
7-? All size clothes, 
knick-knacks, mustang seats 
and lots of everything,.

GARAGE SALE: 710 South 
Lancaster. Saturday 7:00-2:00. 
Cookbooks, kitchenware, 
books, large ladies clothing, 
a/c, and lots of misc.

HUGE MOVING Sale: 2612 
Chanute, Friday & Saturday 
8-? Washer, dryer, refrigerator, 
stove, go cart, tools, household 
items, knick-knacks, linens and 
lots more. Everything must go!!

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE: Allan’s Furni-
ture we’re cleaning out the 
warehouse. Odd  pieces start-
ing at $5.00. Large selection of 
tables, chairs, footboards, odds 
& ends. 202 Scurry, 
9:00am-5:00pm.

GARAGE SALE: Friday & Sat-
urday 8-12, 4 Craigmont Court 
behind First Baptist Church. 2 
Recliners, baby things, small 
toys, business and casual good 
size 16 clothing, sheets and 
bedspreads. Lots of stuff.

GARAGE SALE: Saturday 
8am-1pm, 1321 Tucson. Black 
couch & matching loveseat, 
blue suede couch & loveseat, 
patio furniture, computer desk, 
boys clothes 3T-16, girls from 
24 month-16, dishes and lots of 
miscellaneous, end tables, 
lamps and lots more.

HUGE YARD Sale: 1506 
Kiowa St., Friday & Saturday 
9:00-2:00. Mary Lee’s selling 
off her magnificent collection of 
unique Americana/ Texana/ 
“countrified” goodies also 
handcrafted display case. Jen-
na’s dissolving her book collec-
tion. Rare & collectible titles. 
Yes, but also thousands of 
books @ .25¢ each- all Genres 
Christie will be selling her fa-
mous burritos. Also lots of Fur-
niture and housewares.

MULTI FAMILY Garage Sale, 
Saturday, 7:30-1:00. 4217 
Theo/ Willard. Batman/ Spider-
man/ Starwars collectibles, 
Beanie Babies- Pampered 
Chef items, women’s- men’s- 
boy’s & girl’s clothes.

MULTI FAMILY Garage Sale: 
400 East 20th St., Thursday & 
Friday 8-5. Washer, dryer, big 
screen TV, children’s clothes 
(all sizes.) and misc. items.. 
Too much to list.

MULTI FAMILY: 2719 Central, 
Friday Afternoon & Saturday 
8-12. Coffee table, drapes, nice 
clothes, aquarium stuff, bicycle 
and lots of misc. 

MULTI. FAMILY Garage Sale, 
Friday & Saturday, 7:00-1:00, 
2612 Carol. Toys, household 
items, game table, tools, suit-
cases, furniture, kids & adult 
clothes, book shelve, kids 
kitchen and lots more. 

YARD SALE: 607 Circle Dr. 
Thursday & Friday. Electric 
stove (like new) $175.00, table 
and chairs, bed and frame, 
dishes, tools, garden tools, 
lumber, lots of misc.

Help Wanted
AVON WANTS YOU!!!!!!!!!!!! 
18 Immediate openings. Up to 
50% commission and great 
benefits. We don’t do lay-offs! 
You could start a new career. 
call (432)816-6393. Ind. sales 
rep.

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Police Officer - 

(Certified & Non-Certified) 
Drafting Technician

Heavy Equipment Operator
Parks Maintenance Worker

Sports Complex- 
Maintenance Worker
Utility Service Worker
Records Technician

Wastewater Treatment- 
Plant Tech

Equal Opportunity 
Employer

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

COMFORT INN is now hiring 
housekeeping with competitve 
pay.  Please apply at 2900 
East I-20, Big Spring, Texas, 
79720.

DENTAL CLERK/
DENTAL HYGIENIST

Both needed for the Wallace/ 
Ware Units in Colorado City. 
Excellent pay and benefits! 

Applications available 
www.mitchellcounty

hospital.com 
(325)728-8522

EXPERIENCED AUTOMO-
TIVE/HEAVY truck Technician 
needed. Own tools, a/c and 
electrical skills required. Apply 
in person 704 West I-20 or fax 
resume to (432)267-4262.
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS for 
Roustabout Pusher and Crew. 
Must pass drug test. Call 
(432)394-4161.

Help Wanted
EXPERIENCED TUBING 
Tester wanted. CDL required, 
clean driving record and must 
pass drug test. Benefits- Salary 
based on experience. Call 
(432)582-2500, (432)557-8888.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FLORIDA BOUND!!
Guys/Gals 18 and over to 
travel USA with coed business 
group representing major Rock 
& Roll, Hip-Hop. Fashion and 
Sport publications! Transporta-
tion furnished. Must Start 
ASAP. 1-888-802-8747 Leave 
Message.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Auction
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS 

FOR JUNE 27, 2009 
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT

AUCTION 
DOZER, BACKHOES, MO-
TORGRADER, LOADERS, 
HAUL TRUCKS, LOWBOY 
TRAILERS, VAN, 25+ PICK-
UPS. 
MANY MORE PIECES TO BE 

ADDED! 
SEE BROCHURE AT 

www.hanwayauctioneers.com 
CALL RON HANWAY 

432-561-9992. 
HANWAY AUCTIONEERS 

LIC. #7753 
ODESSA, TEXAS

OFFICE HELP. QuickBooks, 
Payroll, Turbo Tax,  ACT, 
Web-site, telephone customer 
service. Resume to Box 750, 
Big Spring, TX 79721. Tele-
phone (432)267-1000 after 
1pm. Top pay.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is seeking a night front 
desk clerk. This position is shift 
work from 12:30am to 8:30am; 
week ends required (guaran-
teed 40 hours a week). Must 
be able to read, write, and un-
derstand written instructions, 
and follow directions. Duties in-
clude overseeing facility, light 
housekeeping, and assisting in 
during meal times, etc. Must be 
able to multitask and be active. 
Apply in person at 501 W. 17th 
Street.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is seeking Dietary As-
sistant. Full time, evening shift. 
Great Benefits, friendly atmos-
phere.
www.parkviewnursing.net or in 
person.
3200 Parkway
Big Spring, TX 79720.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

WANTED! PIANO Player for 
Sunday Services at Calvary 
Baptist Church. Time involved 
will be from 11:00-12:00am. 
Compensation will be $50.00. 
Call Herb at (432)267-1402.

WE ARE a growing company 
in the field of wind energy and 
are seeking someone highly 
motivated, able to take charge 
and to manage their proce-
dures efficiently while coordi-
nating with our office here in 
Portland as well as other of-
fices nationwide. Here is a sim-
ple list or requirements. e offer 
a pay range between $10 & 
$13/hour and want someone 
who can grow with our com-
pany and be truly invested in 
their job with pride in their work 
At least 2 years of college.
At least 2 years experience as 
an Admin Asst. or similar posi-
tion.
Strong knowledge of Microsoft 
Office suite, especially Excel.
Excellent written and verbal 
communication skills.
Ability to meet multiple dead-
lines.
Very organized.
Able to perform will in a 
multi-tasking environment.
Efficient at running back-office 
operations.
Not easily overwhelmed.
Solid computer skills. Can 
quickly learn new applications 
and perform simple computer 
hardware and software trouble-
shooting.
Basic accounting sills. Experi-
ence with basic book-keeping, 
purchasing and inventory con-
trol. Can prepare professional 
spreadsheets.
Good verbal and written com-
munication skills.
Can prepare solid; professional 
business documentation.
This person will sort the mail, 
answer the main telephone 
line, maintain technical files, ar-
range delivery of product, re-
cord employee hours, and per-
form other basic administrative 
support for various depart-
ments as necessary. This is a 
full time, non-management po-
sition. Call 1st Staffing at 
(432)550-4059.

Help Wanted

Items for Sale
$245. KING Pillow top no flip 
matt & box set, NEW with War-
ranty. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
Brand New Micro fiber 
Sofa/Love seat, with Warranty. 
$545. 432-664-8980.

5 PC Leather Sofa with match-
ing Love seat, both brand new. 
Factory warranty. $650. 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
Twin Mattress Set $99. Factory 
Sealed. New, must sell. 
432-664-8980.

5-PIECE BEDROOM set 
Brand New with Mfg. warranty 
$450. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
$160 New pillow top Mattress 
set, Queen size, in plastic with 
Factory warranty. 
432-664-8980.

CHERRY SLEIGH-BED solid 
wood still in box with mattress 
set, both new $395. 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
Full/ Double Pillow top Mat-
tress Set with warranty. New. 
Must Sell $140. 432-664-8980.

Miscellaneous
GIRL’S WHITE bedroom set. 
Cute “photo” style, Brand New!! 
$550. 806-466-2645.................

HEAVY DUTY bunk bed, 
Brand new, $299, mattress 
avail, 806-466-2645..................

HEAVY DUTY Treadmill Vita-
min Master 1700. Call 
(432)394-4356 for more info.

Pets
7 MONTH old female Collie mix 
needs a nice country home to 
roam. Current on all shots and 
house broke. Very friendly. Call 
(432)816-9852 after 3pm.

FREE KITTEN to good home 
about 9 weeks old. Tabby, fe-
male. Call (214)734-0941.

Real Estate for Rent

1220 EAST 16th Place. 3 Bed-
room 2 bath,  $750.00 Month 
plus deposit. No HUD. No Bills 
Paid. Call (432)267-2296.

1408 EAST 6th Street- rear. 
Remodeled 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Stove, Fridge, Carport. $600 
month, $350 deposit. Will ne-
gotiate on paying utilities. Call 
(432)816-1746.

1409 MT Vernon 3 bdr, 1 bath,  
CH/A, fenced yard, storage 
shed. $800.00 month, $750.00 
deposit. Call (432)213-4647.

Real Estate for Rent
1507 LANCASTER: 3bd, 1 
bath. Newly remodeled, car-
port, CH/A. $600.00 a month. 
$500.00 deposit. Call 
(432)517-0373.

1608 SUNSET 2 Bdrm, 1 bath, 
CH/A, fenced yard, garage. 
$550. month, $500. deposit. 
Call 432-213-4647.

EXTRA NICE Parkhill 2 bdrm, 
1 bath. Kitchen totally fur-
nished. Garage. Prefer non 
smoker. Lease required. Call 
(432)263-1054.

NICE 3 Bedroom, 2 bath brick 
on Calvin Street near School. 
Carport, CH/A, fenced yard, 
storage building. $600. Month, 
$500. deposit. References re-
quired. Call (432)213-0661.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Free Application Fee
!!! Move-In Special !!!

1ST MONTH FREE
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE 
APTS

Efficiency, 
One- Two- Three Bedroom

(Unfurnished)
*All New Appliances & Fixtures
*Security System in Place
*FREE HS Wireless Internet
*Picnic/BBQ Area 
*Laundry & Vending Facility

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432)714-4840

TLC PROPERTY Management 
LLC. 2 and 3 Bedroom Homes 
for Rent. Visit our website 
www.leasetlc.com or call 
(432)264-6337.

Real Estate for Sale
BY OWNER: Nice 3/2 brick 
home in quiet family oriented 
neighborhood. Attached Motor 
home garage, enclosed patio., 
Must see to appreciate. Call 
(432)263-0914 for details.

FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
2528  and  2530 Fairchild, 
2,500 square feet duplex. 
$499.00 down, $776.75 per 
month. Call (432)270-4271.

FOR SALE No Owner Finance, 
104 Circle Dr. Cute 3 bdr. 1 
bath, garage, CH/A, fenced 
yard, ceiling fans remodeled, 
Call 432-816-1464.

FORSAN ISD- 811 Timothy 
Ln., 4.5 acres, 2 bdrm, 2 bath 
with salvageable singlewide. 
$29,500.00.  Owner Finance. 
10% Down, $257. monthly. Call 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED! Easy 
Terms, no closing costs! 1307 
Mt. Vernon, 808 Settles, 2401 
Main and 1104 Pickens. Call 
Lana at TruStar RE 
(432)264-8166.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

ONE ACRE tracks $2,600 per 
acre- north of Big Spring. Call 
(281)353-9655.

OWNER FINANCE,
$535.78/month. 1403 Tucson 
in Big Spring. Call agent 
432-270-4271.

REDUCED- 3547 Sq. Ft. Brick-  
4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 3 living 
rooms,  2 car garage, 1-1/2 
acres. 8403 Gail Hwy. Below 
appraisal $179,500.00. 
432-270-4646. 

Real Estate for Sale

Sale or Rent. 1407 Lancaster- 
Office Building and or Doctors 
Office. 5000 sq. feet. Recep-
tion room, 10 large individual 
office rooms, also have 10 
parking spaces. Call Bill 
Chrane for appointment and 
price (432)213-0426.

WANT TO Build a New Home? 
See these Lots!!!! 4000-4002 
Vicky Street, Corner- 81x110- 
$8,000., 3800-3802 Parkway- 2 
lots- total size 160x125- 
$10,000.00, 3800-3802 Dixon- 
2 lots- total size 120x125- 
$8,000.00 and 2425 East 25th 
Mountain View- lot 125x170- 
$10,000.00. Finance Deal for 
Contractors. Call Bill Chrane 
(432)213-0426.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
YOUR BIG Spring 

Computer Man 
is here! 

*Repairs, Virus Removal,
Upgrades, Custom-Built 
Desktops, and more.*

Visit txcomputerman.com 
For service requests and info. 
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Nail in smoking’s coffin

Tobacco takes on overpopulation

I
t’s been 45 years since I quit 
smoking cigarettes, two 
weeks before the surgeon 
general’s report on smoking 

came out. I thought you should 
be smart enough to figure out 
that cigarettes were bad for you 
without the gov-
ernment telling 
you.

After all, they 
didn’t call them 
“coffin nails” for 
nothing.

I’d been quitting 
smoking for almost 
as long as I’d been 
smoking, about 12 
years. I’d smoke 
for six or eight 
months (a pack or 
two a day) until I 
got that wonderful, rich morn-
ing cough that heavy smokers 
know so well. Or I’d get one of 
my two fall-winter-spring chest 
colds. And I’d swear off the nasty 
things.

But sooner or later — some-
times as quickly as a couple of 
days — I’d get back at it.

My environment didn’t 
help. I worked in a newsroom, 
where pretty much everyone 
smoked. We’d sit there at our 
typewriters, cigarettes dangling 
from our mouths, while we 
pounded out our nearly death-
less prose. Finished, we’d drop 
the still-burning butt on the floor 
and grind it out on the linoleum.

Was it coarse and 
ugly? Yes. But impossibly 
romantic, the sort of thing that 
Humphrey Bogart movies were 
made of.

That was the thing about 
cigarettes, they were cool. And 

if you wanted to be cool too — 
and who didn’t — you had to 
smoke them. Edward R. Mur-
row, the coolest of postwar TV 
journalists, held his cigarette 
like a scepter while interviewing 
the rich and famous, his head 
wreathed in smoke.

James Dean, the coolest of 
young actors not named Brando, 
appeared in “Rebel Without A 
Cause” with a filtered cigarette 
lightly clenched in his front 
teeth. Until then we hadn’t real-
ized that filtered cigarettes could 
be cool. (Such was the power of 
movies in the good old days.)

But, always, we knew it was 
bad for us. We could feel it. We 
just didn’t know how bad. The 
surgeon general’s report told 
us. Very bad.

People who smoked were nine 
or 10 times more likely to get 
lung cancer than people who 
didn’t. (Both Bogart and Murrow 
were to die of lung cancer, by 
the way, taking the edge off the 
romanticism of it all.) 

Smoking also caused emphyse-
ma and heart disease, the report 
said, and the birth-weight of ba-
bies born to women who smoked 
was significantly lower than that 
of infants born to non-smokers.

So I quit and I stayed quit. I 
suppose it saved my life.

The report, initiated un-
der President John Kennedy, 
was easily the greatest public 
healthy initiative of my time. 
And now we have another step 
on the way to sanity. 

Last week Congress passed a 
bill that will give the Federal 
Drug Administration power to 
regulate the sale and manufac-
ture of of tobacco products, just 

as it does other dangerous drugs.
It promises to be the next great 

public health measure for — 
while the warnings of the 1964 
report helped cut smoking in 
half over the decades — an esti-
mated 20 percent of Americans 
still smoke. And 40,000 of them 
die of smoking-related diseases 
each year.

Imagine that. 
The nation was appalled when 

3,000 died in the 9/11 attacks.  
We consider it a national trag-

edy, which it is. 
Six years of war in Iraq have 

cost 4,200 dead and we mourn 
their loss.

Tobacco claims 40,000 lives a 
year and it’s taken us 45 years — 
1.8 million lives worth — to take 
really tough effective measures 
to regulate its use.

We won’t be able to stop people 
from smoking. 

It’s an addition. (I had a friend 
dying of emphysema who would 
disconnect himself from his oxy-
gen tank to sneak a cigarette.)

But if they can keep a high per-
centage of kids from taking it up, 
that’s something; that’s a lot.

I’ll admit that even today it 
looks kind of cool when you see 
people smoking in, for example, 
a French movie (smoking has all 
but disappeared from American 
movies).  

Seeing someone in a hospital 
bed, tubes attached, gasping into 
an oxygen mask? Not so cool. 

Don Kaul is a two-time Pu-
litzer Prize-losing Washington 
correspondent who, by his own 
account, is right more than he’s 
wrong. E-mail him at dkaul2@
earthlink.net

Funeral futures are not 
booming these days, 
what with the crusade 

against smoking in the Western 
world. But Nevada is doing its 
best to rescue the industry.  It 
may soon restore 
smoking rights in 
taverns.

Apparently the 
ban on puffing in 
such places has cut 
into the bars’ slot 
machine revenue, 
as miffed patrons 
move over to real 
casinos instead 
where they can 
drink, gamble and 
smoke all at the 
same time. What a 
treat. Somehow the casinos had 
been left out of the state’s gen-
eral smoking prohibition. Thank 
goodness someone is finally 
thinking straight.

Altria (Phillip Morris) cer-
tainly is.

Understandably sensitive to 
the steady decline in smoking 
nationally, Altria is buying up 
UST (formerly United States 
Tobacco), America’s premium 
snuff maker. 

You’re no doubt aware that 
even though cigarettes are 
gradually sinking beneath the 
waves, snuff is ascendant. Its 
use is growing at 7 percent a 
year, particularly among young 
macho men.

Altria is paying $10 billion to 
get on that band wagon and soon 
all those unemployed cancer 
doctors may be able to avoid the 
unemployment line.

Meanwhile, heavy economic 

factors are further roiling the 
tobacco scene. The recession is 
the biggest. Who can afford ciga-
rettes anymore? Many folks can 
scarcely afford to eat, let alone 
puff. For others though, smoking 
comes first and eating, at least 
decent food, second. 

And now the president has got-
ten into the act. At his urging, 
the Congress has just raised the 
tax per pack another 62 cents, 
and has finally given regulatory 
authority over tobacco to the 
FDA.

At this point only true addicts 
can arrange their finances to 
buy tobacco. There’s getting to 
be as much profit in smuggling 
smokes as in smuggling dope.

Luckily for the industry, the 
other government shoe has not 
yet dropped.

You remember that the out-
come of America’s largest 
lawsuit ever was for the tobacco 
companies to pay the states $246 
billion in penance for being 
naughty. A healthy chunk of 
that money was supposed to go 
toward anti-smoking programs.

Fat chance! 
With free money on the table 

and no rules, the states have 
largely spent it for their own 
budgetary purposes with barely 
a pittance for prevention. Ideo-
logically we’re not much into 
state government meddling in 
people’s private lives.

Unfortunately, the federal bu-
reaucrats aren’t helping either. 
Neither Medicare, nor Medicaid 
will pay for cessation programs 
for their patients.

Of course if one continues puff-
ing and comes down with can-

cer or emphysema, then they’ll 
pay. Plenty. But prevention is 
not our government’s long suit.

Still, overall, the U.S. does lead 
the world in stamping out to-
bacco. Smokers are seriously os-
tracized. Europe is coming along 
too, though it’s no doubt hard for 
them to admit that America is 
right about something.

The real problem is Asia. Big 
Tobacco has licked its wounds 
in this country and reorganized 
over there.

According to those who keep 
track, there are about 1.3 bil-
lion smokers in the world today, 
headed for 1.6 billion by 2025.

Undertakers of the world, 
rejoice!

In Africa, few folks can afford 
the habit, and in Latin America, 
some of the U.S. admonitions 
seem to have taken hold. But 
in Asia, smoking is a cultural 
frenzy. The industry is spending 
plenty, using many of the same 
techniques that were so success-
ful here for so long.

Indeed, tobacco may be our 
only prayer in slowing the 
globe’s unsustainable population 
growth and subsequent climate 
crisis. China can’t do it alone.

Perhaps we could persuade the 
industry to focus its efforts on 
those lands like Bangladesh that 
are due to be flooded by global 
warming. Kill two birds with 
one stone, so to speak. Mean-
while, cancer is still a zooming 
worldwide growth industry. 

Columnist William A. Collins 
is a former state representative 
and a former mayor of Norwalk, 
Conn.

I
t is a sad day for four-year-old children in Tex-
as. Gov. Rick Perry vetoed one of the most pop-
ular bills of the legislative session. House Bill 
130 would have ensured access to high quality, 

full-day pre-k programs for thousands of military, 
foster care, homeless and other at-risk children. 
This veto only reinforces the cynicism of many 
Texans that politics and big money 
drive our state government.

Many want to know why the gover-
nor would veto a bill improving the 
quality of early education in Texas.

Was there a lack of support at the 
Capitol for the bill? No. HB 130 had 
100 authors and co-authors, and was 
voted favorably out of the House and 
Senate with a two-thirds majority 
vote.

Was there a lack of support among 
Texas voters? No. According to a 
statewide poll of registered voters, 70 
percent of Republicans, 78 percent of 
Democrats and 70 percent of indepen-
dents support pre-k.  

Did the bill ensure quality? Yes. HB 130 included 
research-based components such as smaller class 
sizes, highly trained teachers, lower child to staff 
ratios and approved quality curricula.

Was there a lack of local control? No. HB 130 creat-
ed a voluntary grant program that ensured district 
selected partnerships while financially incentiviz-
ing and rewarding school districts already meeting 
proven, high-quality standards.  

Was the program not fiscally responsible? No. The 
$25 million originally allotted to House Bill 130 is 
still going to be rolled back into the Texas Educa-
tion Agency to be spent on current pre-k programs 
without the required quality components.

Is there a lack of research that pre-k works? No. 
Texas’ own Bush School of Government and Public 
Service at Texas A&M found that every dollar in-
vested returns at least $3.50 to local communities. 
Savings are realized through increased high school 
graduation rates, higher earning power as adults, 
fewer referrals to special education and signifi-
cantly less involvement with the criminal justice 
system. 

Was there a lack of statewide support? No. More 
than 20,000 emails were sent by pre-k supporters in 
support of this critical piece of legislation. In ad-
dition, thousands of advocates made visits to the 
Texas Capitol, called legislators and faxed letters of 
support. 

Was there a lack of media coverage on the story? 
No. Every major newspaper in the state covered the 
story throughout the legislative session. 

So why would the governor veto such a popular 
and quality piece of legislation? Dare I say that the 
governor is playing politics with young children? 
Could it be he has a tough race coming up in 2010 
against another popular Republican? 

If this is indeed the case, I hope the he is ready to 
answer tough questions from the thousands of pre-
k supporters across Texas that wanted to see high 
quality pre-k for its youngest and most at-risk Tex-
ans. I sure hope he has another platform on which 
to win in 2010, because supporting young Texans 
and an educated workforce for tomorrow won’t be 
one of them. 

Kara Johnson is the executive director of the Texas 
Early Childhood Education Coalition.

Perry’s veto of pre-k
bill could cost him
re-election in 2010

letter poliCies
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

a small prayer

The best things in life, Lord, come from You. 
May we come to You.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

AC & HEATING

Crossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &

 Ice Machines
We service all makes

and models!
Cell: (432) 270-0501

24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C 27

04
0

CROSSROADS REF-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:08:18 PM

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

TACLB006982E

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

16693 johnson sheet metal REVISED 4-21-09.indd   1 4/20/09   4:46:13 PM

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
Licensed and Insured

TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

1
8
3
0
3

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SALE
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Castle 
Construction

Construct, Remodel or Repair
Your Castle

Remodeling, room additions, 
ceramic tile, cabinets, wood decks, 

doors & windows, fencing and 
repairs.

Devon Butler
432-466-3531 17131

17131 castle construction.indd   1 3/25/09   8:47:31 AM

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

BRICK

17
30

1

Concrete & Masonry
• Brick Work • Sidewalks

•Driveways
• Block Fences • Stucco • Etc.

Call Rey For
Free Estimate

(432) 517-2093

DIRT WORK

17349

J & W DIRT WORK
432-213-5342

Experienced / References
Good Rates

Free Estimates!!!

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Complete Home Remodel

Tile - Sheetrock -
- Appliance Install -

Free Estimates

432-816-6282

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Alleys • Tilling
Hauling • Tree Trimming

Cleanout Storage Buildings
Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service
816-6150 - Cell

267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES 16624

16624 danny scoggin-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:10:37 PM

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed From $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

ESTATE SALE APPRAISER

16 Years Exp.,  
Free Estimates,  

References available 
upon request.

Call  Danny Crawford
 (432) 466-9887 1

6
3

7
9

1

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Hodges Construction
Bathroom, Kitchen and 

complete home remodeling and 
repairs. Painting, custom built 
cabinets, and laminate counter 
tops. Floor tile and glass block.

Call

432-213-7686 16
57

51

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SALE
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

COMPUTER

17
29

81

THE SPECIALIST
20 Years Experience

ALL your computer needs
Repair - Upgrade On Site

Matt Grayson
432-263-3885

DOG GROOMING

Let us pamper your 
Pet!

301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Tues. Thru Sat.
HOURS:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

GROOMERS:
Ester Rangel

and
Ana Rangel Baeza

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2 pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

 LANDSCAPING

All American
Lawn & Landscaping

Mowing, edging, weedeating, tree
 trimming, tree removed, planting, 

fertilizing & weed killing, sprinklers, 
hauling, and odd jobs.

Customer satisfaction guaranteed
Affordable Rates

Call David
(432) 213-8870 16

60
31

LANDSCAPING

FLAG STONE CO.
We specialize in any & all 

types of hardscraping work. We 
offer flagstone, brick, pavers, 
outdoor kitchens, sitting areas 
w/fire pits, glass fire pits avail-
able, sod, crush granite, flower 

bed renovations.
FREE ESTIMATES

(432) 270-1097

16
98

71



Sanford gives up moral high ground, hope 
for political agenda after admitting affair

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — South Carolina’s gov-
ernor once cited “moral legitimacy” when he was 
a congressman voting for President Bill Clinton’s 
impeachment. 

He became a darling of fiscal conservatives over 
his ideological opposition to federal stimulus 
cash.

Now Mark Sanford has taken a swan dive from 
the moral high ground.

By admitting to an extramarital affair with a 
woman in Argentina on Wednesday, the Republican 
governor makes the already-difficult end of his 
term-limited administration nearly untenable.

He has alienated leaders of his GOP-dominated 
state Legislature for years, but said recently he was 
finding comfort outside the Statehouse as a cham-
pion for smaller government and lower taxes.

He was raising his national political profile with 
his outspoken fight against using federal cash for 
anything but paying down debt. 

As chairman of the Republican Governors 
Association, he was raising money for candidates 
and deflecting talk he was planning to run for 
president in 2012.

Mousavi Web site: 70 professors 
detained after meeting him
By The Associated Press

EDITOR’S NOTE: Iranian authorities have 
barred journalists for international news organi-
zations from reporting on the streets and ordered 
them to stay in their offices. This report is based 
on the accounts of witnesses reached in Iran and 
official statements carried on Iranian media.

Seventy university professors were detained in 
Iran in a widening government crackdown on 
protesters, according to a Web site affiliated with 
Iran’s key opposition figure, Mir Hossein Mousavi, 
who says he was robbed of victory in a rigged 
presidential election.

Hundreds of protesters and activists are believed 
to have been taken into custody since the June 12 
vote, in which Iran’s ruling clerics declared hard-
line President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad the winner 
by a landslide.

Ahmadinejad dismissed growing Western criti-
cism of the post-election clampdown, singling out 
President Barack Obama. 

“Why has Mr. Obama, who advocates change, 
been trapped and follows the same path as Bush,” 
state TV quoted Ahmadinejad as saying.

Lawmakers struggle to lower 
cost of healthcare overhaul

WASHINGTON (AP) — With lawmakers try-
ing to crunch the numbers on a $1 trillion health 
care overhaul, President Barack Obama is leaving 
the door open to a new tax on employer-provided 
health care benefits.

Senior senators said Wednesday the benefits tax 
could be essential for the complex plan to be fully 
financed.

“I don’t want to prejudge what they’re doing,” 
Obama said, referring to proposals in the Senate to 
tax workers who get expensive insurance policies. 
Obama, who campaigned against the tax when he 
ran for president, drew a quick rebuff from orga-
nized labor.

For Obama, the health care debate got personal 
during an ABC News town hall at the White House 
on Wednesday. The prime-time program was the 
latest in a string of events designed to build public 
support for his plan to slow the rise in health care 
costs and expand coverage to the nearly 50 million 
uninsured.

Investigators focus on ‘anomalies’ in track 
circuit near stretch of fatal DC train crash

WASHINGTON (AP) — Commuter rail tracks in 
the nation’s capital are studded with devices that 
detect passing trains and tell them when to stop 
or slow down. But those devices on the stretch of 
track near where nine people were killed in a train 
crash didn’t pass tests by investigators.

The tests Wednesday raised the possibility that 
trains passing through that stretch could have had 
trouble receiving signals to stop or slow down. 
Officials stopped short of saying whether the sen-
sors were broken, refusing to elaborate on the 
“anomalies” that testers found.

“Whether trains are operated in automatic or 
manual, these circuits are vital,” said Debbie 
Hersman of the National Transportation Safety 
Board. “We’re particularly interested in the speed 
commands that might be sent from that circuit 
when there’s a train standing on that circuit.”

Equipment along a 740-foot stretch failed to rec-
ognize the testing device, Hersman said. Five 
other stretches of track, or circuits, in the area of 
the crash near the Maryland state line showed no 
problems.

Hersman wouldn’t give specifics on what the 
“anomalies” were or whether investigators think 
they were occurring before the crash, saying more 
tests were needed. Investigators planned to test the 
track with a six-car train Wednesday night.

N. Korea vows to 
enlarge atomic arsenal

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North Korea vowed 
Thursday to enlarge its atomic arsenal and warned 
of a “fire shower of nuclear retaliation” in the 
event of a U.S. attack, as the regime marked the 
1950 outbreak of the Korean War.

The anniversary came as the U.S. Navy trailed 
a North Korean ship suspected of carrying weap-
ons in violation of a U.N. resolution punishing 
Pyongyang’s May 25 nuclear test, and as anticipa-
tion mounted that the North might test-fire short- 
or mid-range missiles in the coming days.

President Barack Obama extended U.S. eco-
nomic sanctions against North Korea for another 
year Wednesday, saying the North’s possession of 
“weapons-usable fissile material” and its prolifera-
tion risk “continue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat” to the United States, according to 
the White House Web site.

State-run newspapers in Pyongyang ran lengthy 
editorials accusing the U.S. of invading the coun-
try in 1950 and of looking for an opportunity to 
attack again. The editorials said that justified 
North Korea’s development of atomic bombs to 
defend itself.

Obama, Merkel to meet 
under cloud of disagreement

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama 
sits down this week with German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel under a cloud of disagreement 
over the way out of the global financial crisis and 
Germany’s role in the U.S.-led Afghan war.

The Germans probably will stand pat on their 
refusal to increase troop strength significantly 
to the NATO mission in Afghanistan. Merkel’s 
unusually harsh public criticism of U.S. financial 
policy appears to be driven by domestic politics — 
the chancellor’s need to appear tough in advance of 
September elections.
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Community Guide
A resource for newcomers to

Big Spring and Howard County

Publication Date: July 26, 2009
DEADLINE: July 15th

Full Page - $665.00
1/2 Page - $365.00

1/4 Page - $205.00
1/8 Page - $115.00

Premium Positions Available
This section contains information & stories

related to your community.

Make sure your business is included in the
Special Section

advertising@bigspringherald.com
432-263-7331 167081

Call or visit us today!

THERE’S SO MUCH TO GAIN!

NOW INTRODUCING

R E D U C E

LAP-BAND® Surgery is about more than losing weight it’s 
about getting you back on the road to health. 

We specialize in the Total Care of the LAP-BAND® patient 
and will be there for you before and after your surgery.

Potential for Less Discomfort and Pain
May Lead to Faster Recovery Time

Minimal Scarring

LAP-BAND® SURGERY
SINGLE INCISION

Single Incis ion LAP-BAND® may not be appropr iate for a l l  pat ients.  

Date:
Time:
Place: 

www.FortWorthLapBand.com

866-717-7207

Monday, June 29th
7:00 p.m.
Permian Regional Medical Center
720 Hospital Drive – Boardroom
Andrews, TX 79714

To Learn more attend one of our Free Seminars with 
Adam B Smith D.O. FACOS and Craig Ferrara D.O.

Quick Cash One
We are the solution to your money problems!

Payday Loans from $100 to $500

$
3306 N. Midkiff

Midland, Tx
432-689-0445

1303 W. Dickinson
Fort Stockton, Tx

432-336-3880
Sherwoodway Rd.

San Angelo, Tx
325-942-0205

300 E. Holland
Alpine, Tx

432-263-4400
612 S. Gregg
Big Spring, Tx
432-263-4400

4245 Yarbrough, Drive 
Suite 0, El Paso, Tx

915-559-1100163081

www.bigspringherald.com

News in brief
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

REALTY ROOFING

RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins
432.213.5454

Pat Rutledge
432.270.7706

STORAGE

Bk self storage

our storage free's up
your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

HENRY BACKES

$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing
Patch Jobs/Whole Roof

Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call Monday-Friday

(432) 935-1835
Call Saturday & Sunday

(432) 816-1855 16
97

61

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

ROOFING

Independent
Roofing

Specializing in Shingles and Hot Tar 
Repairs, Roll Roofing and Cool Seal.

Any Kind Of Patch Work
ALL WORK GUARANTEED!

160761

Free Estimates!
432-935-8129

RENTALS

TLC Property Management LLC
CALL US FOR
RESIDENTIAL

RENTAL PROPERTY

406 Runnels
Big Spring, TX 79720
E-mail spreston@leasetlc.com
www.leasetlc.com

NEW MANAGEMENT
Suanne Preston, Property Manager

The Leo moon is a
master showman, coloring
the world in greasepaint
and sprinkling it with
sequins. Reality will be
stretched, disbelief
suspended -- that's
entertainment! Whether
you sit back
and watch
the scenes
unfold or
become an
active part of
the drama,
keep your
sense of
humor and
you're sure
to have a
good time.

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19). Your social
awareness will be tested.
There's a fine line between
what's funny and what's
just sad. Be compassionate
and careful in your
reaction to other people's
stories.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You do the right thing.
Your high sense of
morality makes it painful
for you to do anything but
the right thing. And you'll
feel even better about
yourself if you don't tell
anyone about your good

works.
GEMINI (May 21-June

21). The people around you
may not get along with one
another so well now, but
you're on friendly terms
with everyone. You've
gotten this far by not
taking sides and you'll do
well to remain neutral. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). On a day like this,
you're better off not forcing
yourself to do what you
don't want to do. Be happy
and have fun. When you
feel yourself not having
fun, change course to one
that looks like more fun. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You have true friends who
do not care one bit where
you live or what you wear
or drive. But not everyone
in the world is so inclined.
Avoid furthering a
relationship with one who
has but a superficial
interest in you. 

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY
(JUNE 25). You will live
daringly. When afraid,
you'll summon the courage
to push past your fear. A
powerful person admires
your guts. Make a
declaration about where
you want to be this time
next year and that person
will help you get there.

July brings friendship and
fun. Travel in October.
There's financial luck in
January. Gemini and
Pisces adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 8, 50,
41, 4 and 13. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You toss a request the
universe. The first few
answers you'll get aren't
the best you can expect. Be
patient and selective.
Think long term. What
provides short-term
gratification may
contribute to a future
problem. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
You have a radar for bad
situations. Your friend
doesn't. Help this person
out by sharing what you
know. Being too truthful
when you weren't even
asked your opinion is
usually a crummy idea,
but today is different. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Why is it that jokes
about taboo or forbidden
things are so much funnier
than jokes on socially
acceptable topics? You're
the expert on both kinds of
humor and you'll keep 'em
in stitches now. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). The creativity
energy is welling up inside

you. Don't worry about
expressing it or
suppressing it. For now,
just let it be. You'll know
what you're supposed to do
when an irresistible
opportunity arises. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You believe you
have an open mind. Would
your loved ones and
colleagues agree? You'll get
a window into how you are
perceived and you'll be
pleased and enlightened by
what you learn.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). You're never surprised
when familiar ideas turn
out to be untrue. But be
careful not to disagree
with traditional methods
just because they are old.
The old way will be the
best way this afternoon.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You don't need to be
right all of the time, but if
someone says you're
wrong, you want proof.
And you also want to see
the "right" way in action.
Stay your ground until you
are absolutely sure it's
incorrect. 

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: "My sister is
super mad at me. What
happened is that her
boyfriend proposed to her

last month and she said
yes, but she complained
about the ring he used to
propose. When she told me
about it, she was worried
that he would think she
was shallow and
superficial. I told her that
she is shallow and
superficial and that she
shouldn't have been such a
brat and spoiled the
moment for him. Now she's
mad at me. I'm married,
too, and my husband didn't
even have a ring when he
proposed. And he barely
even proposed really. But
we've been together for 15
years and I can't see what
difference getting a good
ring would have made.
Anyway, now my sister
and her fiance have found
the right ring and
everything is going well
for them as they get ready
for the wedding and
meanwhile, she won't even
talk to me. What's a Virgo
to do?" 

You can't help that
you're down-to-earth, just
like your sister can't help
that she's not. You thought
your sister shouldn't have
been so blunt and
inconsiderate with her
husband and you let her
know in a similarly blunt

and inconsiderate way.
Ask for forgiveness and try
and be happy for her. 

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Dan Brown is
a best-selling author of
thriller fiction and a
Cancer with a Sagittarius
moon. Cancer natives
typically have richer inner
worlds, and Brown has
invited his readers to revel
in the excitement of his
with works such as "The
Da Vinci Code" and
"Angels & Demons."
Sagittarius moon indicates
a passion for travel,
research and the
exploration of different
countries and cultures.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on "Write the Author"
on the Holiday Mathis
page, or you may send her
a postcard in the mail. To
find out more about
Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2009
CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC.

Dear Annie: After a
botched operation left her
bedridden for months, my
mother has to relearn to
walk. My father, a loving
but controlling person,
didn't want to put her into
a rehab facility where she
would be pushed to get
well. Instead, he placed
her in a nearby nursing
home. Most of the patients
in the home are in
wheelchairs or in their
beds. The staff gives Mom
physical therapy four days
a week, but they don't
have a lot of equipment or
expertise in rehab. Long
story short, Mom is not
making progress. She's
getting depressed, and it
looks like she'll live the
rest of her life in the
home. My siblings who
live in the area defer to
my father, and I can't get
the doctors to do a thing.

My mother has her
full mental faculties, and I

think if the doctors could
talk to her alone, without
Dad around, and explain
that she needs to go
somewhere else, she
would do it. And if they
would spell it out for Dad,
he might be OK with it,
too. Right now, it's all
about keeping him calm
instead of getting her well.
I don't want my mother to
spend the next 20 years in
a nursing home because
we missed the opportunity
to get her the aggressive
therapy she needs. What
can I do? -- Concerned
Daughter

Dear Daughter: You
may not be completely
informed of the reasons
behind the choices being
made. Many nursing
homes have quite
competent rehab facilities,
and it's possible your
mother is, in fact, getting
the best care available to
her. Set up a conference

call with your siblings,
and find out what is really
going on.

You also can leave a
message for the doctor
explaining your concerns
in detail. Enlist your
siblings' support to
approach your father,
calmly and with love, to
clarify why a different
program could be more
beneficial. Surely he
wants Mom to make as
complete a recovery as
possible.

Dear Annie: I recently
attended the wedding of a
friend's son. It was a
beautiful affair. However,
I was disappointed to see
that 8- and 10-year-old
children were permitted to
stand with the single men
and women waiting to
catch the bouquet and
garter.

I encouraged my son's
girlfriend to try to catch
the bouquet, but the

children stood in front of
the adults, who could not
push forward for fear of
knocking down the kids.
Tradition says those who
catch these items are the
next to be married. I don't
think 10-year-olds should
participate. What do you
say? -- Perplexed in
Pittsburgh

Dear Pittsburgh: It is
not appropriate for young
children to participate in
these customs. (The
"winners" also customarily
dance with each other,
which can be awkward
when a 30-year-old woman
catches the bouquet and
must dance with a 9-year-
old garter catcher.) Many
bridal couples, however,
have no objection. Those
who do should announce
that the tossing is limited
to adults 18 and over.

Dear Annie: As an
attorney, I believe you
should have added a

caveat to your advice to
"Not Their Mother," whose
brother-in-law and his
girlfriend are living in
their home as tenants.
Whether paying rent or
not, tenants must be
served with a notice of
eviction and most likely
will have 30 days to
vacate. Throwing them
out without the notice of
eviction and simply
changing the locks could
bring the homeowners a
lot of legal trouble they
probably don't want.

I would also advise
against packing the
couple's bags or placing
any of their belongings
outside. Landlord/tenant
laws vary from state to
state, but I feel
comfortable in offering
that type of advice in a
general sense. -- Wendy
Gantos, Esq.

Dear Wendy Gantos:
We appreciate the legal

advice. Every state is
different, and we do not
know the details of this
particular rental situation,
but better safe than sorry.

Annie's Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your
questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.n
et, or write to: Annie's
Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190,
Chicago, IL 60611. To find
out more about Annie's
Mailbox, and read features
by other Creators
Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.
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Indicted billionaire 
Stanford taken to 
courthouse 

HOUSTON (AP) — 
Billionaire R. Allen 
Stanford is wear-
ing handcuffs and leg 
chains as he arrived at 
a federal courthouse in 
Houston to face fraud 
and conspiracy charg-
es.

Stanford, wearing an 
orange prison jumpsuit 
and dark slip-on shoes, 
was the last inmate off 
the corrections shuttle 
bus Thursday morning. 
Stanford was arrested 
June 18 in Virginia.

The 59-year-old finan-
cier has denied allega-
tions he swindled inves-
tors out of $7 billion 
in an elaborate Ponzi 
scheme.

Stanford and three 
executives from his now 
defunct Houston-based 
Stanford Financial 
Group are set to be 
arraigned, a week after 
a grand jury returned a 
21-count indictment.

A magistrate is also 
expected to decide if 
Stanford will be allowed 
to be free on bond pend-
ing trial.

Tree falls, knocks 
out electricity in 
Longview 

LONGVIEW (AP) — 
About 300 customers in 
Longview lost electric-
ity when a tree fell onto 
power lines, sparking 
a small grass fire near 
some homes.

AEP/Southwestern 
Electric Power Co. 
spokesman Scott 
McCloud told The 
Associated Press on 
Thursday that the tree 
pulled down two cir-
cuits.

McCloud says electric-
ity was restored by 8:15 
p.m. Wednesday, sever-
al hours after the outage 
began.

Pat Maddox, whose 
house is near the tree 
that came in contact 
with the power lines, 
said she was doing a 
crossword puzzle and 
watching TV when she 
heard popping sounds.

Maddox told the 
Longview News-Journal 
that her “house flashed, 
everything flashed 
inside.”

Firefighters quickly 
put out the grass fire in 
a vacant lot next to the 
woman’s home.

Off-duty agent from 
Arizona shot at in 
Texas 

MISSION (AP) — 
Mission police ques-
tioned six people after 
someone shot into the 
vehicle of an off-duty 
U.S. Border Patrol agent 
from Arizona.

Sgt. Jody Tittle says 
no one was injured in 
the shooting when the 
agent, whose name was 
not released, noticed a 
vehicle with at least two 
men following him.

Police say the off-duty 
agent had his family 
with him and planned 
to leave his young 
daughter with a rela-
tive. The agent’s vehi-
cle was boxed in early 
Wednesday, a suspect 
displayed a gun, the 
agent showed his own 
weapon, then the sus-
pect fired into the dash-
board of the lawman’s 
vehicle and fled.

Tittle says informa-
tion gathered in the 
investigation led to 
three men, three women 
and a house in McAllen. 
No charges were imme-

diately filed.
Border Patrol spokes-

man John Lopez says 
the agent works in the 
Tucson sector.

Judge blocks 
closure of Temple 
homeless shelter 

BELTON (AP) — A 
judge has blocked clo-
sure of a homeless shel-
ter in Temple where 
structural and safety 
issues were raised.

Judge Gordon Adams 
issued a temporary 
injunction and ordered 
another hearing Aug. 
26.

The Temple Building 
and Standards 
Commission on June 
1 ordered Martha’s 
Kitchen to close its 
thrift store, furniture 
warehouse and men’s 
dormitory. Officials 
cited plumbing and 
electrical problems at 
additional structures, 
ordering repairs within 
90 days.

Wednesday’s order 
found Martha’s Kitchen 
would suffer harm by 
not being able to provide 
food and shelter and by 
immediate closure.

Volunteer board 
chairman Ray Severn 
says Martha’s Kitchen 
will “continue to feed, 
clothe and house the 
homeless.”

An attorney for the 
city, Enid Wade, says 
Temple has the option 
to appeal.

Signs in Houston 
warn against gun 
buys for Mexico 

HOUSTON (AP) — 
More than 70 billboards 
and other signs in the 
Houston area warn gun 
buyers against illegal-
ly smuggling weapons 
for the Mexican drug 
trade.

The firearms indus-
try-supported “Don’t lie 
for the other Guy” cam-
paign is expected to be 
expanded to El Paso, the 
Rio Grande Valley and 
Phoenix.

The Houston Chronicle 
reports dozens of guns 
purchased in Houston 
have been traced to kid-
nappings and murders 
in Mexico.

Lawrence Keane with 
the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation says 
$500,000 will be spent 
over the next four 
months. The industry 
is responding to alle-
gations that Houston 
stores have become 
the primary source for 

Mexican drug cartel 
weapons.

2 suspects charged 
in officer’s slaying 

HOUSTON (AP) — 
Two suspects were 
charged with capital 
murder for the killing 
of an undercover officer 
during a shootout that 
also claimed the alleged 
gunman’s life.

The Harris County 
District Attorney’s 
office said in a state-
ment Wednesday night 
that Andres Nava-
Maldonado, 41, of 
Mexico, and Xiomara 
Mendez-Rosales, 36, of 
Honduras, had been 
charged for 42-year-old 
Officer Henry Canales’s 
death. The suspects’ 
immigration status is 
under investigation and 
it was not immediately 
known whether they 
have an attorney.

Authorities say 
Canales, a Houston 
police officer since 1993, 
was shot Tuesday night 

while in the parking lot 
of a drug store during an 
investigation of the sale 
of stolen televisions.

Houston police spokes-
man Victor Senties 
has said money was 
exchanged with under-
cover officers when the 
buyer shot Canales.

A juvenile female was 
also arrested but the 
statement did not spec-
ify what charges she 
faces.

The dead gunman was 
identified as 37-year-
old Roberto Pedroza 
Carrillo who was shot 
by another officer.

Carrillo is believed 
to have been an ille-
gal immigrant from 
Mexico.

2 suspects freed in 
Texas yogurt shop 
murder case

AUSTIN (AP) — Two 
men awaiting retrial 
in the 1991 murders of 
four teenage girls at 
an Austin yogurt shop 
were released from jail 

Wednesday while pros-
ecutors search for a 
match to new DNA evi-
dence that didn’t come 
from either of them.

After his release from 
the Travis County Jail, 
Michael Scott held 
hands with his wife, 
Jeannine, and hugged 
her but didn’t speak to 
reporters. Co-defendant 
Robert Springsteen 
said, “I’d like to thank 
God, my family and my 
attorney for this oppor-
tunity. Thank you.”

Their convictions at 
their first trials were 
overturned on appeal. 
Now, new DNA tests 
on evidence taken from 

the victims revealed the 
presence of an unknown 
male. Defense attorneys 
say that proves Scott’s 
and Springsteen’s inno-
cence.

Prosecutors insist the 
DNA does not exonerate 
them as suspects and 
both still face capital 
murder charges.

State District Judge 
Mike Lynch’s order for 
the men’s release came 
during a hearing for 
Scott’s retrial, which 
was scheduled for July 
6. Prosecutors asked 
that the trial be delayed 
until 2010 while they try 
to determine the source 
of the DNA.
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Blast Off: ‘Rocky Mountain Thunder’ Returns To Midland Odessa this Saturday 6/27 Along with 
“West Texas True Ten-Five” and “Outlaw Prostreet Backhalf” — bad heads-up racing! for TRIPLE 
THUNDER SATURDAY!! AT DESERT THUNDER RACEWAY on I-20 Service Road at CR 1250

Get ready west Texas — You are in for a Triple Thunder Treat at Desert Thunder Raceway Saturday. “If you haven’t 
experienced Desert Thunder Raceway — this is the time to come!!! says Mike Waldrop, Track Manager/Owner.

The sites, sounds and action of the most exciting display of jet power of Rocky Mountain Thunder and the thrill of 
the wild and crazy Ten-Five and Outlaw racers will be screaming at Desert Thunder Raceway thrill of the wild and 
crazy Ten-Five and Outlaw racers will be screaming at Desert Thunder Raceway June 27 at 4 p.m. Gates will open 
at 3 p.m. — get there early to get a good parking spot.

Not only will you see that extreme jet funny car blast down the track — you will enjoy exciting Bracket Blowout 
Races — Electronics — Foot Brake — Motorcycles — Jr. Dragster will be running for the money too.

When the Rocky Mountain Thunder Jam rolls into town, everyone knows about it — the sky will light up and the 
earth will shake when the baddest, most exciting exhibition vehicles in the world take the stage in west Texas this 
weekend.

“We emphasize the affordable family entertainment and value with Triple Thunder Saturday“ Waldrop said. “We 
know our fans work hard for their money and we strive to provide them with a great show at an unbeatable price.”

Don’t be left out of the conversation when the most talked about event in the country rolls into town, June 27 at 
Desert Thunder Raceway. For more information check out www.desertthunderraceway.com

Man Hurls Polecat 63 ft.
BEXAR COUNTY - After using Thera-Gesic® on his sore shoulder,
Tom W. was able to rid his property of the varmint last Thursday.

When asked if the polecat lived or died, he pain-
lessly replied: “None of your dang business!”

Compare and Save
Buy THERA-GESIC®

Pain Creme
THG-09907

™
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Today is Thursday, June 25, 
the 176th day of 2009. There are 
189 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On June 25, 1950, war broke 
out in Korea as forces from the 
communist North invaded the 
South.

On this date:
In 1788, Virginia ratified the 

U.S. Constitution.
In 1868, Congress passed an 

Omnibus Act allowing for the 
readmission of Florida, 
Alabama, Louisiana, Georgia, 
North Carolina and South 
Carolina to the Union.

In 1876, Lt. Col. George A. 
Custer and his 7th Cavalry 
were wiped out by Sioux and 
Cheyenne Indians in the Battle 
of the Little Bighorn in 
Montana.

In 1906, architect Stanford 
White was shot to death atop 
New York’s Madison Square 
Garden, which he had designed, 
by millionaire Harry K. Thaw, 
the jealous husband of Evelyn 

Nesbit. (Thaw was acquitted of 
murder by reason of insanity.)

In 1938, the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 was 
enacted.

In 1942, some 1,000 British 
Royal Air Force bombers raid-
ed Bremen, Germany, during 
World War II.

In 1959, spree killer Charles 
Starkweather, 20, was put to 
death in Nebraska’s electric 
chair. Eamon de Valera was 
inaugurated as president of 
Ireland.

In 1962, the Supreme Court, 
in Engel v. Vitale, ruled that 
recital of a state-sponsored 
prayer in New York State pub-
lic schools was unconstitution-
al.

In 1973, former White House 
Counsel John W. Dean began 
testifying before the Senate 
Watergate Committee.

In 1996, a truck bomb killed 
19 Americans and injured hun-
dreds at a U.S. military hous-
ing complex in Saudi Arabia.

Today’s Birthdays: Movie 
director Sidney Lumet is 85. 
Actress June Lockhart is 84. 
R&B singer Eddie Floyd is 72. 
Actress Barbara Montgomery 
is 70. Basketball Hall of Famer 
Willis Reed is 67. Writer-
producer-director Gary David 

Goldberg is 65. Singer Carly 
Simon is 64. Rock musician 
Allen Lanier (Blue Oyster Cult) 
is 63. Rock musician Ian 
McDonald (Foreigner; King 
Crimson) is 63. Actor-comedian 
Jimmie Walker is 62. Actor-
director Michael Lembeck is 
61. TV personality Phyllis 
George is 60. Rock singer Tim 
Finn is 57. Rock musician 
David Paich (Toto) is 55. Actor 
Michael Sabatino is 54. Actor-
writer-director Ricky Gervais 
is 48. Actor John Benjamin 
Hickey is 46. Rock singer 
George Michael is 46. Actress 
Erica Gimpel is 45. Recently 
retired Houston Rockets center 
Dikembe Mutombo is 43. 
Rapper-producer Richie Rich is 
42. Rapper Candyman is 41. 

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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 Black Ent.
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 Disney

 ESPN2 <
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 ESPN =
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  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... Cortes (Off Air) Paid (2:30) 
Movie: Das 
Boot 

Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Phineas Mike and 
Mike

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Ministerio-
Vida

Paid Paid Tigger

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Arthur Paid Paid Angel Handy Tennis: 
Wimbledon -- 
Early Round 
-- Day 4. 

SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Martha Robison Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Paid Movie: The 
Firm, Gene 
Hackman

Comfort Charmed Agent SportsCenter 
Consumer SavedBell Sid Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Charmed SmartGuy Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Cash Cab SmartGuy Movers

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Victorinos Movie: 
Dickie Rob-
erts: Former 
Child Star

Swallow Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

ER One Phineas SportsCenter 
Scott Cash Cab One Suite Life

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Viuda Hagee Dragon Wrecks to 
Riches

CSI: Crime 
Scn

ER Hatchett Montana SportsCenter 
Anita Faye H. Word Movie: The 

Usual Sus-
pects, Chazz 
Palminteri 

Hatchett Wizards

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Media Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im Otterness Super Wrecks to 
Riches

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Las Vegas Game Movie: 
Hatching 
Pete

SportsCenter 
Light Home Im Uri Harel Sid Game

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Mariana de 
la Noche

Judge A. News La Tormenta Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World Wrecks to 
Riches

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Las Vegas Movie: Har-
lem Nights, 
Redd Foxx 

SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold Home Im Israel Garden Phineas

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Valeria Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Nuevo Rico Rachael Ray Just Scrivner Fork Rides Movie: 
Carlito’s Way, 
Penelope 
Ann Miller 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Charmed Suite Life
Consumer Just Swann Hubert Suite Life Soccer: 

Confedera-
tions Cup

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Juro Que Te 
Amo

Judge Guiding Light Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Fine Art Rides CSI: Crime 
Scn

Charmed Suite Life Tennis: 
Wimbledon -- 
Early Round

Judge Yes, Dear Martha SmartGuy Suite Life

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Maya Deadliest 
Catch 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order One Suite Life
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl One Suite Life Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Israel Fetch Cash Cab Movie: Clear 
and Present 
Danger, 
Anne Archer 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Game Suite Life NASCAR Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Acquire Cyber Cash Cab Game Suite Life Burning Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond Granger BBC Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Bones 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Phineas Horn SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Brad Business Cash Cab Suite Life Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Gancho Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Sanchez News-Lehrer Made UFC Un-
leashed

Bones Wizards MLL 
Lacrosse: 
Toronto at 
Boston

Draft Pre
Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Jonas 2009 NBA 

Draft   :PM
 7 :30

Samantha Samantha Cuidado-
Ángel

Bones How I Met Más Sabe el 
Diablo

30 Rock Friends Israel Texas River Mon-
sters 

Movie: 
The Game, 
Deborah 
Kara Unger 

UFC Un-
leashed 

Law & Order Movie: I Got 
the Hook-Up 

Princess Dia-
ries 2: Royal 
Engagement

Mother Mother Rules Offi ce Friends Sprna InnerVWS

  :PM
 8 :30

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Mañana es You Can 
Dance

CSI: Crime 
Scn

El Rostro de 
Analia

Offi ce Friends Light of the 
Southwest

Antiques 
Roadshow

River Mon-
sters 

TNA Wres-
tling 

Movie: 
Crimson 
Tide, George 
Dzundza 

Soccer: 
Confedera-
tions Cup

30 Rock Friends

  :PM
 9 :30

(:02) Private 
Practice

(:02) Private 
Practice

Mujeres 
Asesinas

TMZ (:01) The 
Mentalist

Victorinos (:01) The 
Listener

Movie: 
Nacho 
Libre, Héctor 
Jimenez 

Soundstage Deadliest 
Catch 

College Hill Wizards
Raymond Montana

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Israel Charlie Rose River Mon-
sters 

Movie: 
Sleeping 
With the 
Enemy 

Jesse James Movie: I Got 
the Hook-Up 

Suite Life SportsCtr.
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Titulares Tonight Show Van Impe Movie: 

Crimson 
Tide, George 
Dzundza 

So Raven Strongest

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Casa de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Decisiones 
de Famosos

Sex & Dr. Smiley River Mon-
sters 

MAN Life De Baseball 
Tonight

SportsCenter 
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Late Night-
Jim

Sex & Swallow Smiley Game Cory

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Contra 
Viento

RENO 911 (12:10) 
Movie: Na-
cho Libre 

Israel (Off Air) Deadliest 
Catch 

Movie: The 
Usual Sus-
pects, Chazz 
Palminteri 

Scrubs College Hill Replace NFL Live SportsCenter 
News Paid Consumer Insider Pagado News LightWrld Scrubs Kim NASCAR

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Marketing Mujer... Friends Entertain Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Light of the 
Southwest

Last Lynch-
ing

Guys Choice 
2009

Cold Case The Deal Emperor 2008 World 
Series of 
Poker 

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Güereja Consumer Paid Pelicula: 

Hoy He 
Soñado con 
Dios

Dragon

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

RENO 911 (:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young Bloopers Paid Cold Case Played Proud 2009 NBA 
Draft Paid Movie: Billy 

Elliot, Jamie 
Draven

Young Harvey Paid Movie: 
Compulsion, 
Bradford 
Dillman 

Played Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Last Call Harvey How Can Paid Paid Without a 
Trace

BET Inspira-
tion

Recess SportsCenter 
Anita Early Tdy Married... Sanchez Paid Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married... Swallow Paid Paid Without a 
Trace

Lilo Stitch Baseball 
Tonight

SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Dr. Paid Paid Lilo Stitch
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