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Like county,
city rejects
ensus bid

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Big Spring City Council
followed the example set by
the Howard County Commis-
sioners Court and declined to
make a $5,000 contribution to
the 2010 Census Tuesday, cit-
ing a lack of return in grant
dollars as one of the reasons.

According to Peggy Walk-
er, finance director for the
city, the city had previously
planned to follow the com-
missioners court’s lead in the
matter, matching whatever
donation the court decided to
make.

“We looked at this during
the last council meeting, but
the original intent had been to
mirror whatever amount the
county put in,” said Walker.
“They in fact decided not to
fund any portion of this com-
mittee’s costs. They decided
that because it is a federal
census, the federal govern-
ment should pick up any costs
associated with the census.”

The commissioners court ef-
fectively rejected the request
Monday by taking no action.

Tuesday, Mayor Russ McE-
wen asked for a clarification
of what the money would be
intended for.

“Thelogicbehind this would
be to do some type of advertis-
ing or public relations?” McE-
wen asked.

Walker confirmed McE-
wen’s belief, saying thereturn
on their investment wouldn’t
likely help the city draw more
grant money.

“We looked
at this

during the |
last council |

R

meeting, he'd
but the Walker
original

intent had been to
mirror whatever
amount the county
put in. They in fact
decided not to fund
any portion of this
committee’s costs.”

“It would involve an all-out,
county-wide promotion of
the census. There are some
people that are, for whatev-
er reason, just afraid of the
census,” said Walker. “They
were going to give away pro-
motional materials, such as
clips, magnets, pens, as well
as do some advertising with
the radio (stations) and news-
paper. They want to get the
word out to everyone. And it’s
(the census) certainly impor-
tant when you look at funding
for certain projects through
different state and federal
agencies.

“The higher your popula-
tion is, you reach certain
benchmarks when looking at
guaranteed funding. It’s cer-

See COUNCIL, Page 3A

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan
Max Webb, retiring director of the Northside Community Center, receives a plaque of
appreciation from center directors Jerry Moos, center, and Hayes Stripling Jr. during
Tuesday’s meeting of the Big Spring Rotary Club at SouthWest Collegiate Institute for
the Deaf.

Webb honored Tuesday
during retirement party

By STEVE REAGAN

He said age and illness are forcing him step

Staff Writer

Community and civic leaders gathered
Tuesday to wish a happy retirement to Max

Webb.

Webb, the long-time director of the North-
side Community Center and a former official
with the Big Spring Federal Correctional

center.

down after 14 years directing the community

“The only reasons I'm leaving Northside
is because ... my speech has become so poor

because of cerebral palsy,” Webb said. “So I

over.”

Institute, was saluted during Tuesday’s Big

Spring Rotary Club meeting.

need to step aside and let somebody else take

Before he steps down, however, the crowd

See WEBB, Page 3A
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118th jury expected to decide
murder defendant’s fate today

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

GARDEN CITY — The first
murder trial in Glasscock
County since the early 1960s
is expected to come to a close
later this afternoon, as attor-
neys anticipate handing the
case to the jury this morning.

118™ District Attorney Har-
dy L. Wilkerson, who began
prosecution of the case Mon-
day morning, said he expect-
ed closing arguments to be
made this morning and the
case to be handed to the jury
as early as 10:30 a.m. for the
guilt or innocence phase of
the trial.

“We finished rebuttals yes-

}Germania

INSURANCE

terday and I expect we’ll com-
plete closing arguments and
get the charge to the jury this
morning,” Wilkerson said
early today. “Once the jury
has the case, it’s really any-
body’s guess how long it will
take for them to arrive at a
decision.”

Rodney Laudell Mason Jr.
stands accused in the March
2008 stabbing death of Timo-
thy Wayne Sanchez, 18, Odes-
sa. Sanchez wasfound stabbed
to death late on the evening of
March 15, 2008, about 12 miles
south of Stanton on Highway
137, according to law enforce-
ment officials. Deputies re-
ceived a 911 call at 9:46 p.m.

in reference to a person being
hit by an automobile. When
they arrived at the scene,
they found Sanchez lying by
the roadway, Burnett said.

Sanchez was declared dead
at the scene and a subsequent
autopsy determined cause of
death to be from multiple stab
wounds, which totaled more
than 30 strikes, according to
Wilkerson. The autopsy re-
port revealed at least three of
the stab wounds could have
ended Sanchez’s life, he add-
ed.

The victim had last been
seen driving a 1997 Dodge
Neon, which was found the
next day parked in the 1500

block of South Grant in Odes-
sa. Mason was arrested a few
weeks later.

Wilkerson said he feels like
the prosecution has present-
ed the case well.

“I feel like we’ve put the
evidence where it needs to be
to get a guilty verdict,” said
Wilkerson. “We knew what
the defense’s approach would
be in this case early on, which
is to claim it was self defense.
The defense is basing that on
a statement the defendant
gave the Texas Rangers after
his arrest, and that’s what
they have tried to utilize.

See TRIAL, Page 3A
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Longhorns win 5-1,
force decisive game
vs. LSU in CWS final

ERIC OLSON
AP Sports Writer

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — The
winner-take-all game between
LSU and Texas for the national
championship on Wednesday
night excites Augie Garrido
the college baseball fan as
much as it excites Augie
Garrido the coach.

“It’s being played out by the
No. 1 team in the polls and the
No. 1 team by the committee,
and two of the most storied
programs in college baseball
history,” the Longhorns’ coach

said Tuesday after his team’s
5-1 win in Game 2 of the best-
of-three finals.

“It couldn’t be better than
this for all the people involved
— the College World Series,
ESPN, the two schools. It’s
pretty cool.”

Texas freshman All-
American Taylor Jungmann
limited LSU to five hits in his
first complete game, putting
the Longhorns (50-15-1) in posi-
tion to play for their seventh

See LONGHORNS, Page 8B

AP photo/Ted Kirk
LSU right fielder Jared Mitchell can’t reach a double by Texas’ Cameron Rupp in the
third inning of Game 2 of the NCAA College World Series best-of-three baseball finals in
Omaha, Neb., Tuesday. Texas won to force a third and decisive game today.

Mavs ready
for anything
on draft day

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

DALLAS — Mark Cuban is
ready.

Ready to make some block-
buster trades on draft day.

Ready to take on some
hefty contracts if it means
adding a quality player — or
two or three — to the Dallas
Mavericks.

And, perhaps most of all,
he’s ready ... to do nothing
more than take the best play-
er available with the 22nd
pick in Thursday’s NBA
draft.

“I’m just as curious as any-
one else about what will hap-
pen,” Cuban wrote in an
e-mail Tuesday.

Coming off their ninth
straight season with 50 wins
and a playoff berth, the
Mavericks are still seeking
the right mix of players
around Dirk Nowitzki to win
their first championship.

Their offseason needs start
with re-signing point guard
Jason Kidd or finding a
replacement if they lose him,
then finding a reliable shoot-
ing guard and a low-post
scorer. They also could use
“backup everything,”
according to team president
Donnie Nelson.

If they stay at No. 22, the
Mavericks are likely to only
get one of those backups.
Then again, the draft hasn’t
been much of a source dur-
ing Cuban’s tenure.

Dallas has made only three
first-round picks in the nine
drafts since Cuban bought
the club. Among them was
getting Josh Howard, a
future All-Star, at No. 29;
that’s why Nelson is “hoping
for another Josh Howard
moment” in this year’s
draft.

The 22nd pick worked out
well for Orlando last year.
The Magic took Courtney
Lee, and as a rookie he start-
ed for most of their playoff
run, including the entire
NBA finals.

“We think there’s going to
be a real good chance that a
couple of the guys we're look-
ing at are going to be there,”
Nelson said. “We don’t know
whether that’s going to be in
a 7-foot body or a 5-foot-10
body.”

While the draft itself hasn’t
been a building block, draft
day has been.

Nelson was part of the
franchise-shifting trades for
Nowitzki and Steve Nash in
1998. In 2004, Cuban and
Nelson sent Antawn Jamison
to Washington for the rights
to Devin Harris, Jerry
Stackhouse and Christian
Laettner.

There’s always the chance
that it happens again

See MAVS, Page 2B

D-Backs hand
Rangers 5th
straight loss

By ANDREW BAGNATO
AP Sports Writer

PHOENIX — As Justin Upton
slumped in April, critics suggested
that he would be an ideal No. 3 hitter
— at Triple-A Reno.

The 21-year-old outfielder has
emerged from his early struggles to
become one of the more potent three-
hole hitters in the major leagues.

Upton homered, doubled and drove
in three runs, and Max Scherzer
won his third straight start as the
Arizona Diamondbacks defeated
Texas 8-2 on Tuesday night, sending
the Rangers to their fifth straight
loss.

Upton, who opened the season with
one hit in his first 17 at-bats, raised
his average to .324. He has 14 home
runs, 17 doubles and 45 RBIs.

“I’'m happy for him,” manager A.J.
Hinch said. “He’s a legitimate three-
hole hitter in the major leagues.

“It’s a pleasure to watch him,”
Hinch said. “He’s playing with some
urgency.”

Upton, the top overall pick in the
2005 draft, said he mostly rolled his
eyes at April speculation that he
needed to go to the minors for more
seasoning.

“Obviously, to play at this level,
you've got to be confident in your
abilities,” he said.

Felipe Lopez had three hits and
drove in three runs, and Stephen
Drew added three singles for the
Diamondbacks, who snapped a
three-game skid.

Scherzer (5-4) worked out of jams
for most of the night, allowing two
runs on seven hits and a walk in six
innings. He struck out seven.

Staked to a 7-2 lead after four
innings, Scherzer kept the Rangers
at bay.

AP photo/Matt York

Texas Rangers pitcher Matt Harrison delivers a pitch against the Arizona
Diamondbacks during the first inning of an AL baseball game Tuesday in Phoenix.

Harrison was shelled as the Rangers lost, 8-2.

See RANGERS, Page 8B

Spurs acquire Jefferson
from Bucks in 4-man swap

COLIN FLY

Associated Press Writer

SAN ANTONIO — The San Antonio Spurs needed a
scorer and they needed to get younger. They got both in

one deal.

Milwaukee sent swingman Richard Jefferson to San
Antonio on Tuesday for Bruce Bowen, Kurt Thomas and
Fabricio Oberto, taking three aging bench players with
expiring contracts to unload Jefferson and the $29.2 mil-
lion owed in the final two years of his contract.

Milwaukee then dealt Oberto to the Pistons for forward
Amir Johnson. The trades give the Bucks more financial
flexibility, the Spurs a proven scorer and the Pistons a vet-
eran big man at a lower cost than Johnson.

Jefferson, 29, averaged 19.6 points in his one season with
the Bucks. The trade gave both sides what they were after:
Milwaukee needed to cut its payroll, and the Spurs needed
a young and healthy offensive threat after a long distinc-

tion as the NBA’s oldest team.

“His age helps us transition our team into a new era,”
Spurs general manager R.C. Buford said.

Spurs guard Tony Parker welcomed Jefferson into the
fold, alongside Tim Duncan and Manu Ginobili. San

See TRADE, Page 2B

AP file photo/Morry Gash
In this March 13 file photo, Milwaukee Bucks forward Richard
Jefferson is fouled by New Orleans Hornets guard Rasual Butler
as he drives to the basket during an NBA basketball game in
Milwaukee. A Bucks official, who requested anonymity, with
knowledge of the deal said Tuesday, Milwaukee plans to trade
Jefferson to the San Antonio Spurs.
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Obituaries

Houston Monroe Nichols

Following a brief illness in McKinney, Houston
Monroe Nichols passed from this life Saturday,
June 20, 2009. He was preceded in death by his wife,
Doris Othelle Nichols and grandson,
Stoney Castleman and brothers, W.E.
Nichols Jr., Charles E. Nichols,
Benjamin Nichols and Lloyd R.
Nichols.

Houston was born in Jones County,
near Hamlin, Jan. 30, 1917. He and
Othelle married Sept. 2, 1936 in Big
Spring and lived numerous years in
Howard County, many of which were
spent in Sand Springs.

Houston was a construction worker with a
renowned talent for operating a piece of machinery
called a “drag-line.” For years, his gardening and
part-time farming talents brought people from
other areas to buy his produce.

Survivors include his sons, Douglas M. Nichols
and wife Shirley of Forsan and Max D. Nichols and
wife Jan of Big Spring; his daughter, Sandra K.
Allen and husband Jerry, originally of Coahoma,
now full-time travelers; four grandsons, two grand-
daughters; 10 great-grandchildren; and two sisters.

Family visitation will be at Nalley-Pickle & Welch
Funeral Home on Wednesday, June 24, 2009, from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. Funeral services will be at the Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel Thursday, June
25, 2009, at 2 p.m. with Eddy Pitchford, minister of
Coahoma Church of Christ, officiating. Interment
will follow at Trinity Memorial Park.

In lieu of flowers, the family request donations to
the Alzheimer’s Research Foundation, 1236 Ginger
Crescent, Virginia Beach, Va. 23453.

Arrangements areunder the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Bowie Houston ‘B.H’ Denson Jr.

Bowie Houston “B.H.” Denson Jr., 80, of Tow, for-
merly of Big Spring passed away June 21, 2009. He
was born March 30,1929, to B.H. “Boot” and Beatrice
Denson. He grew up in Wingate and graduated
from Wingate High School. He retired from the
Texas State Highway Department and was a long-
time member of the Church of Christ. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife Wanda, his mother and
father, his son Tad, two brothers, J.B.. and Des, and
one sister, Mamie Maxine.

He is survived by his wife Robin; two children,
Rick and Elaine Denson and Kerry and Twila
Denson; one step-daughter, Danielle Morgan; one
brother, Pat; five grandchildren; seven great-grand-
children; and several nieces and nephews.

The family will be receiving friends at 7 p.m.
Wednesday in the Winters Funeral Home Chapel.
Graveside services will be held Thursday, June 25,
2009, at 11 a.m. at the Wingate Cemetery with Rick
Denson officiating under the direction of the
Winters Funeral Home.

The family asks that in lieu of flowers a memorial
be made to a favorite charity.

William Kennedy Slagle

William Kennedy Slagle, 91, of Big Spring died
Tuesday, June 23, 2009, at Martin County Hospital
in Stanton. Services are pending at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.

Olin Bearden

Olin Bearden, 81, of Coahoma died Tuesday, June
23, 2009, at the Marcy House. Services are pending
at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Take Note

e The West Texas Pachyderm (Republican) Club
is having its monthly meeting Thursday, June 25 at
noon at the Big Spring Country Club located off of
Driver Road. Lunch will be served for a nominal
fee. Plans for an upcoming Tea Party will be dis-
cussed and anyone interested please attend. For
more information, call Melanie Gambrell at 267-
7387.

e The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded
West Texas Opportunities funds through the Texas
Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment fund.
West Texas Opportunities will assist current and
former military personnel serving in Iraq or
Afghanistan and their families. Funding will serve
Howard, Martin, Andrews, Borden, Dawson, Ector,
Fisher, Gaines, Glasscock, Midland, Mitchell,
Nolan, Scurry and Upton counties. For more infor-
mation, contact Diana Martinez or Debbie Wilson
at 110 Johnson in Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.

¢ An account to defray funeral costs for the family
of Justin Hernandez has been set up at Western
Bank — formerly known as First Bank of West
Texas — located on FM 700. Hernandez was Kkilled
in a shooting May 29. For more information, con-
tact the bank at 267-1113.

NEW CROP Alfalfa
31000 a bale

Available at

177401

Howard County Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd St. 432-267-6411

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity between 7 a.m. Tuesday and 7
a.m. today:

* BOE PAYNE, 27, of 1509 Stadium, was arrested
Wednesday on warrants from Lubbock and Howard
counties.

« JOSE ESPINOSA, 39, of 1511 Lancaster, was
arrested Wednesday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

« TIFFNEY TINDOL, 30, of 2206 Morrison, was
arrested Wednesday on a charge of driving while
intoxicated.

« THEFT was reported:

in the 1200 block of Runnels.

in the 300 block of Main Street.

in the 1800 block of Gregg Street.

in the 1700 block of FM 700.

in the 900 block of Willia.

in the 200 block o0f FM 700.

in the 300 block of Owens.

« TERRORISTIC THREAT was reported in the
1300 block of Nolan.

e« CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 2000
block of Gregg Street.

« BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported
in the 1000 block of Main Street.

« ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the
1900 block of Highway 87.

Sheriff

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 75 inmates at the time of this
report.

« BERNABE CARBALLO-ESTRADA, 36, was
arrested Tuesday (arresting agency not provided)
on a charge of possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

« JOE ESPINOSA, 39, was transferred to the
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of
public intoxication.

« GARY LEE MOORE, 54, was arrested Tuesday
by the HCSO on two motions to revoke probation.

« BOE LEWIS PAYNE, 27, was transferred to the
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a local war-
rant and a motion to revoke probation.

« AMADOR RIOS, 28, was arrested Tuesday by the
HCSO on a charge of violation of a protective
order.

« TIFFNEY LEE TINDOL, 30, was transferred to
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge
of driving while intoxicated — open container.

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

e MEDICAL was reported in the 1100 block of
Lamesa. One person was transported to SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of
Birdwell Lane. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of N.
Lamesa. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1100 block of W.
Third Street. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of E.
Third Street. Service refused.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of E.
18t Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of
Mesa. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRASH FIRE was reported in the 900 block of S.
Nolan.

« AUTOMOBILE FIRE was reported in the 1900
block of Martin Luther King Blvd.

Support Groups

WEDNESDAY

* RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic
pain disease), a new support and informative group
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for
more information.

THURSDAY

¢ Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1
p.m.; women’s meeting, 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9
p.m.

FRIDAY

« AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1
p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8
p.m. until 9 p.m.

Big Spring Collision Center
“Quality Is A Way Of Life”

Foreign * Domestic

Window Replacement

Full Service
Collision Center

Lifetime Warranty
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Bulletin Board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, con-
tact the Herald news room at 263-7331 or
email editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY
e Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m.
in the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY

¢ Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.

e Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room.

¢ League of United Latin American Citizens
LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. The public
is invited.

FRIDAY

« Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9
a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or
267-7281 for more information.

e AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada
Restaurant.

e Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon
at the Howard College Cactus Room.

* Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY

e Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets
at the First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad,
in the dining hall on the east side of the building.
Weigh-in starts at 5:30 p.m. and the meeting
begins at 6 p.m. There is a different program each
week. For more information, call 213-1342 or 263-
6819.

Lottery

Here are the winning The winning Daily 4
numbers selected numbers drawn
Tuesday in the Mega Tuesday night by the

Millions lottery: 12-14-

Texas Lottery, in order:
16-31-50; Mega Ball: 9.

3-1-4-3. Sum It Up: 11.

Results of the Cash 5 .. .
drawing Tuesday night: 1€ winning Pick 3

Winning numbers numbers d}‘awn
drawn: 2-5-19-28-34. Tuesday night by the

Texas Lottery, in order:
1-1-1. Sum It Up: 3.
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Continued from Page 1B

Thursday.

“Because of economic stress, the
belt-tightening that everyone is going
through now, and just from fielding
calls, there’s a lot more activity than
usual,” Nelson said. “That usually
translates into more deals being done.

SPORTS WednesdaxI June 24I 2009

Now, all of a sudden, draft day may
come and nothing might happen.”

Or, as Cuban wrote in a Twitter
posting Monday: “Could be a week of
lots of talk, no action.”

Cuban has been saying for months
that the Mavericks will listen to any
offers from teams looking to shed
payroll. For those teams, it would
seem logical to go ahead and do it
already, so they can have a better
idea of who to take in the draft and
which free agents to target.

“But the reality is that people gen-
erally hold their cards right up until
the draft,” he said. “Then it’s draft
day and there’s so much going on that
some stuff gets done, some stuff
doesn’t. ... There are more deals that
are walked away from than are con-
summated.”

Stackhouse and Erick Dampier
have the kinds of contracts that are
good trading chips for Dallas. The
Mavericks also might be willing to
deal Howard.

Bic SPRING HERALD

And, of course, there’s always that
No. 22 pick.

“We're not going to do something
for a lateral move,” Nelson said. “It’s
got to be a significant upgrade. All
those scenarios are on the little
greaseboard back there.”

Some of the names most often linked
to Dallas’ spot in the draft include
point guards like Ty Lawson, Jeff
Teague and Darren Collison, or big
men B.J. Mullens, James Johnson
and Sam Young.

TRADE

Continued from Page 1B

Antonio is coming off its shortest
playoff run since 2000 and faded down
the stretch with Duncan, 33, hobbled
and Ginobili, 31, sidelined by injury.

Jefferson, in contrast, hasn’t missed
a game the past two seasons.

“He’s a great wing,” said Parker,
speaking to reporters before the trade
for Jefferson became official Tuesday.
“It’s something we don’t have on our
team.”

Jefferson, who attended Moon
Valley High in Phoenix and the
University of Arizona, became the
Bucks’ best offensive threat after
Michael Redd and Andrew Bogut

went down with season-ending inju-
ries, but the Bucks’ tight financial
situation made a move necessary.

Milwaukee does not want to pay the
NBA'’s luxury tax, which last year hit
teams dollar-for-dollar once they
reach $71.15 million in total payroll.

Redd, Bogut and Jefferson are
scheduled to make more than $41 mil-
lion combined this season.

“The trade we made today provides
us with much needed options in both
the short and long-term planning for
our franchise,” Bucks general man-
ager John Hammond said in a state-
ment.

The trade was a shock to at least one
Bucks player: Charlie Villanueva
posted “RJ traded to Spurs. Wow” on
his Twitter account before the trade
was official.

Bogut also chimed in, wishing

Ul g

800.756.2506 2ubh.com

B“lld IlOW for ¥8,000 tax credit!

New federal tax credit for first time
home buyers makes it easier than

" Now 14 Sales Offices in Texas.
Visit ubh.com to find one near you.
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Jefferson the best.

“Sad to see RJ go. He was a fun guy
to be around and could play. We are
building for the future, slow and
steady. Patience grasshopper,” Bogut
posted on Twitter.

The deal actually might allow the
Bucks to keep Ramon Sessions or
Villanueva, since both are restricted
free agents.

Bowen and Thomas give the Bucks
a veteran group, and neither is signed
beyond the upcoming season.

Johnson, 22, is a young power for-
ward and another option down low
for Milwaukee. A second-round draft
pick by Detroit in 2005, Johnson start-
ed 24 games for the Pistons and aver-
aged 3.5 points and 3.7 rebounds. He
is also in the final year of his con-
tract, but makes slightly more than
Oberto’s $3.5 million, which is par-

tially guaranteed.

Thomas, 36, is a 14-year veteran
who averaged 4.3 points and 5.1
rebounds off the bench last season.
Oberto, 34, spent four years in San
Antonio and underwent a procedure
earlier this month to correct an irreg-
ular heartbeat.

Bowen was a key cog in helping the
Spurs win three championships, rel-
ishing his role as a shutdown defend-
er, assigned to the best player on the
floor. But the 38-year-old lost a step
and saw his minutes cut significant-
ly.

Bowen lost the starting job he held
for six seasons and didn’t earn a spot
on the NBA’s all-defensive team for
the first time since the 1999-2000 sea-
son. Bowen said he still wanted to
play but didn’t know how many years
he had left.
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Prominent lowa
football coach shot
in weight room

NIGEL DUARA
Associated Press Writer
DES MOINES, Iowa
(AP) — A gunman
opened fire Wednesday
morning on a promi-
nent high school foot-
ball coach in the central
Iowa school’s weight
room and was taken into
custody shortly after-
ward, authorities said.

Aplington-Park-
ersburg High School
coach Ed Thomas, who
coached four NFL play-
ers, was shot at about
8 a.m. and airlifted to
a hospital, said school
district board secretary
Sue Miller. His condi-
tion was not immediate-
ly known.

Holly Fokkena, a But-
ler County spokeswom-
an, said an adult male
suspect has been taken
into custody and was at
the Butler County jail.

She said about 50 stu-
dents were in the school
when the shooting oc-
curred.

Jessica Lown of the
Iowa Department of Pub-
lic Safety said the school
has been secured and no
else was injured. She
declined to say whether
the suspect is a student
at the school.

Muller said she’s been

told the shooter is not a
student.

The district’s superin-
tendent and a guidance
counselor were meeting
with students who were
in the weight room at
the time of the shooting.

Thomas, who is also
Aplington-Parkersburg
High School’s athletic
director, runs a program
during the summer for
students, not just mem-
bers of the team, Muller
said.

The school is in
Parkersburg, about 80
miles northeast of Des
Moines.

Thomas is one of the
most well-known high
school football coaches
in Iowa. He was hon-
ored as the NFL High
School Coach of the
Year in 2005, and four of
his former players are
in the NFL: Green Bay’s
Aaron Kampman, Jack-
sonville’s Brad Meester,
Detroit’s Jared DeVr-
ies and Denver’s Casey
Wiegmann.

Thomas made nation-
al headlines last year
when he insisted that
the high school’s foot-
ball field, named in his
honor, be rebuilt as a
way to help restore com-
munity pride
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Report: SC gov was in
Argentina, not hiking trail

Associated Press Writer

COLUMBIA, S.C. — South Car-
olina Gov. Mark Sanford said he
“wanted to do something exotic”
to unwind after losing a fight
over federal stimulus money
and was in Argentina during his
unexplained absence, not hik-
ing the Appalachian Trail as his
staff told the public when ques-
tioned about his whereabouts, a
newspaper reported.

The State newspaper reported
that Sanford arrived Wednesday
morning at Atlanta’s interna-
tional airport on a flight from
Buenos Aires, where he drove
along the coast of what he called
a “beautiful” city.

The Republican governor told
the South Carolina newspaper
he considered hiking, but at the
last minute changed his mind.

“But I said ‘no’ I wanted to do
something exotic,” Sanford told
the newspaper.

Sanford’s spokesman Joel
Sawyer declined to immediate-
ly comment to The Associated
Press, and the governor did not
return cell phone messages.

Sanford planned a news con-
ference at 2 p.m. Wednesday at
his office in Columbia.

Critics slammed his adminis-
tration for lying to the public.

“Lies. Lies. Lies. That’s all we
get from his staff. That’s all we
get from his people. That’s all
we get from him,” said state Sen.
Jake Knotts, R-West Columbia.
“Why all the big cover-up?”

On Monday, Knotts raised
questions about where the gov-
ernor was after hearing reports
from security officials that the
governor could not be contacted
and his whereabouts were un-
known. The governor’s wife,
Jenny Sanford, told The Associ-
ated Press she had not seen him
since Thursday but was not con-
cerned because he’d told her he
wanted to get away and do some
writing.

Later Monday, Sanford’s staff
said he was hiking the Appa-
lachian Trail. A day later, they
said he had called and planned
to cut his trip short and return
to work Wednesday because of
all the attention his absence was
getting.

Sanford said he has taken ad-
venture trips for years to un-
wind. He has visited the coast
of Turkey, the Greek Isles and
South America, sometimes with
friends and sometimes by him-
self. “I would get out of the bub-
ble I am in,” he told the newspa-
per.

Sanford said the legislative
session was a difficult one, par-
ticularly because he lost a fight
over whether he should accept
$700 million in stimulus money.
Sanford said he wanted lawmak-
ers to spend the money on debt
instead of urgent budget needs,
but lost a court lawsuit.

“It was a long session and I
needed a break,” Sanford said.

Sanford said he tried to return
through Atlanta to avoid the me-
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dia attention his absence.

He declined to give any addi-
tional details about what he did
other than to say he was alone.

Trying to drive along the coast
could frustrate a weekend visi-
tor to Argentina. In Buenos Ai-
res, the Avenida Costanera is
the only coastal road, and it’s
less than two miles long. Reach-
ing coastal resorts to the south
requires a drive of nearly four
hours on an inland highway
with views of endless cattle
ranches. To the north is a river
delta of islands reached only by
boat.

A spokesman for Argentina’s
immigration agency wouldn’t
comment Wednesday on wheth-
er Sanford entered the country,
citing privacy laws.

When The State asked Sanford
at the airport why his staff said
he was on the Appalachian Trail,
Sanford replied, “I don’t know.”

Sanford later said “in fairness
to his staff,” he had told them he
might go hiking on the Appala-
chian Trial.

Lt. Gov. Andre Bauer said he
was concerned that the gover-
nor’s staff lied about Sanford’s
whereabouts, adding that if they
didn’t know where he was they
should have said so.

“For his staff to lie to the peo-
ple of South Carolina and say
he was one place when in fact
he wasn’t, that concerns me,”
Bauer said.

Sanford has been a fan of Ar-
gentina for years.

COUNCIL

Continued from Page 1A

tainly important to our coun-
ty to have a complete count,
or as complete as possible.
Whether it would actually
encourage anyone to respond
to the census that wouldn’t
normally, I don’t Kknow.
Generally, the benchmark is
25,000 and then 50,000 peo-
ple,” she added. “We’re not
going to get our count up to
50,000.”

Councilwoman Gloria Mc-
Donald said she doubts an
increase in advertising and

promoting would solve the
common problems with the
census.

“The people we need to
touch are not the people, cer-
tainly, advertising is one of
the strong points for,” said
McDonald.

The council allowed the
agenda item to die for a lack
of a motion to approve.

Also during the meeting,
the council approved:

« Emergency reading of an
ordinance that would change
the name of Comanche Trail
Park’s Starlight Drive to San
Miguel Del Alto Avenue, in
observance of the city’s re-

cent agreement to become
a sister city of the Mexican
municipality. The ordinance
was made an emergency item
to have the change made in
time for the sister city’s dele-
gates visit, which is expected
to be July 1 through the Pops
in the Park celebration, set
for July 3.

¢ An agreement between
the Big Spring Economic De-
velopment Corporation and
Three Chairs Consulting, do-
ing business as Peer Group
Consulting. The agreement
would provide the Big Spring
EDC with services including
marketing, public relations

and Web site consulting. The
contract will cost the govern-
ment entity $115,000 for a one-
year contract.

¢ An agreement between
the city and the Settles Hotel
Development Company for
a $20,000 economic develop-
ment incentive to purchase
and rehabilitate property
near the Settles Hotel. Ac-
cording to city records, the
property SHDC is consider-
ing is the west 75 feet of Lots
7 and 8, Block 14, Original
Town of Big Spring. As part of
the agreement, SHDC would
agree to rehabilitate the prop-
erty so that it no longer is a

substandard building pursu-
ant to the city’s Structural
Standards Code within three
years of the purchase.

City Attorney Linda Sjogren
said the agreement was actu-
ally approved back in Novem-
ber, but slow negotiations be-
tween SHDC and the property
owners made it necessary to
re-approve the measure now
that the property has been ac-
quired by the company.

Contact Staff Writer Thom-
as Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232
or by e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

TRIAL

Continued from Page 1A

it’s in the hands of the jury now.
How long it takes them to arrive at a
verdict will have a lot to do with the
video tape, which is about an hour

L o long, and whether or not they want
“I feel like it’s been a fair trial, but {y watch it again. Either way, we're

hoping to have a verdict by around 2 prison, accompanied by a fine not to
p.m., and if we move into the punish-
ment phase of the trial, we expect to
be able to wrap it up today.”

exceed $10,000.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas Jen-
If found guilty, Mason could face a kins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at

sentence of five to 99 years to life in citydesk@bigspringherald.com

WEBB

Continued from Page 1A

of about 50 people let
Webb know that his
efforts through the
years have been appre-
ciated.

“As T've said many
times, any time good
things happen in a
community, they hap-
pen because of people
with passion,” said Big
Spring Mayor Russ
McEwen. “They step up
to the plate and do the
things that would not be

done without their ef-
forts. Max Webb is one
of those people. Without
Max, there would be no
Northside Community
Center.”

McEwen also read a
proclamation declaring
Tuesday as Max Webb
Appreciation Day in Big
Spring.

David Justice, cur-
rent warden for Cornell
Corrections, spoke of
Webb’s influence when
both men worked at Big
Spring FCI.

“There are a lot of
folks at FCI who remem-

ber and appreciate what
Max did for them,” Jus-
tice said. “Max is one
of those people who in-
spire others ... and I'm
most thankful of how
he helped me learn the
things that made me a
better correctional offi-
cer.”

Bobby Armstrong,
associate director at
the community center,
paid glowing tribute to
the man he calls “Mr.
Webb.”

“I just hope every-
body has the pleasure
of knowing Mr. Webb as

well as I do,” Armstrong
said. “Over the years,
I’'ve gotten to know the
story of Max William
Webb, and it’s a great
story.”

Armstrong went on to
talk about how it was
Webb, more than any
other person, who made
the center successful.

“IfIstood here and told
you the number of suc-
cess stories we’ve had at
Northside Community
Center ... it would take
all day,” Armstrong
said. “He’s been an in-
spiration to so many ...

The Energizer Bunny
has nothing on Max
Webb.”

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331

Dragon China B