
By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

GARDEN CITY — Brooke Halfmann 
and Lauren Wheeler are the top gradu-
ates of Garden City High School’s Class 
of 2009.

Halfmann and Wheeler are valedicto-
rian and salutatorian, respectively, for 
the class, which will hold graduation ex-
ercises at 7:30 p.m. Friday in the school 
auditorium.

Halfmann, the daughter of Gary and 
Sharon Halfmann, will graduate with a 
grade point average of 4.0.

She is the school’s National Honor 
Society and Business Professionals of 
America president. She is also the se-
nior class president. 

She received awards at the state level 
in TMSCA, University Interscholastic 

League Math, UIL Number Sense, UIL 
Computer Applications, UIL Computer 
Science, UIL Science, Golf and at the na-
tional level in BPA. She also participated 
in basketball, Beta Club, and Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes.

Halfmann will attend Texas Tech Uni-

versity, where she will seek an engineer-
ing degree.

Wheeler, the daughter of Andy and 
Karen Wheeler, also will graduate with 
a grade-point average of 4.0.

She has received awards at the state 
level in UIL Solo and Ensemble (piano) 
and cross country. 

Wheeler is the National Honor Society 
treasurer and has participated in Beta 
Club, UIL Spelling and Vocabulary and 
Social Studies, Future Farmers of Amer-
ica, BPA, FCA, Student Council, track 
and tennis. 

She will attend Texas Tech University 
and pursue a degree in Exercise and 
Sport Sciences. 

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 
263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail at reporter@
bigspringherald.com

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

COAHOMA — Megan Conley and 
Ashley Martin are the top gradu-
ates for the Coahoma High School 
Class of 2009.

Conley, the daughter of Mike and 
Carrie Conley, is class valedictori-
an with a grade point average of 
3.98.

She is president of the National 
Honor Society, Student Council and 
band, as well as serving as an editor 
for the school yearbook. She also is 

active in athletics, cheerleading, 
one-act play, Drama Club and 
Spanish Club.

Among the honors she has 
received during high school include 
receiving the Optimist Youth Award 
and CHS Band Director’s Award. In 
addition, she was voted homecom-
ing queen and band sweetheart and 
voted “most likely to succeed” by 
her classmates.

In athletics, she has participated 
in softball, cross country and 
track.

Conley plans to attend Texas Tech 
University and major in political 
science and later attend law 
school.

Martin, the daughter of Danny 
and Kim Martin, is class salutato-
rian with a GPA of 3.98.

She is vice president of the senior 
class and treasurer of the NHS and 
Student Council. In addition, she is 
active in the Drama Club, Spanish 
Club, Future Farmers of America 

See COAHOMA, Page 3A

50 CENTS DAILY/$1.25 SUNDAYCOPYRIGHT 2009VOLUME 104, NUMBER 151

Wednesday

May 27, 2009

Personal Injury and Vehicle Accidents,
Divorce,

Criminal Defense. 16803

16803 shane seaton.indd   1 3/19/09   8:43:50 AM

All American Cabinets & Design

3208 E. 11th Place        263-6061

Free Estimates On
Cabinets & Countertops

Designed For Living

 78
91

1

3
2
9
4
2

Slaton Insurance
Agency

267-2398

Vicki Slaton

205 W. 15th

Call For A Quote
Today!

Fowler Insurance Agency
Serving Big Spring & Surrounding Areas Since 1966

Agents: Joy and Sue Fowler
(432) 393-5712
(432) 393-5994

Fax
(432) 393-5773

108 S. Salem Rd.
Big Spring, TX

To reach us:
Please call 263-7331. 
Office hours are 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. If you miss your 
paper, please call (432) 
263-7335 before 6 p.m. 
weekdays and 10 a.m. 
Sunday.

Comics
Classified
Features
Obituaries
Opinion
Sports

6B
3-5B

5A
2A
4A

1-2B

Find us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

Index

Conley, Martin named top Coahoma graduates

CONLEY MARTIN

Halfmann, Wheeler tops at Garden City

HALFMANN WHEELER

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins

One of the many city employees and volunteers labors to paint part of the new playground equipment at Kids] Zone 
Saturday morning, part of a week-long effort last week to have the facility — which was damaged by an arson attack in 
December — ready for the summer break.

Kids’
Zone
Renovation
almost done
for summer
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Mission accomplished... al-
most.

That’s the message City 
Manager Gary Fuqua and As-
sistant City Manager Todd 
Darden delivered to the Big 
Spring City Council Tuesday 
night concerning ongoing re-
pairs and renovations to the 
Kids’ Zone playground in Co-
manche Trail Park.

“The only thing we’re lack-
ing at this point is one of the 
large tubes that makes up 
a horseshoe on part of the 
playground equipment,” said 
Darden. “Until we have that 
piece of equipment up, the 
project won’t be finished, and 
the playground won’t be open 
to the public. However, we’re

See ALMOST, Page 3A
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College offers bus 
package to Colorado

If the Howard College Hawks advance to the 
Junior College World Series championship game, 
college officials are offering local fans the chance 
to cheer the team on in person.

Officials announced a bus travel package for 
local fans. 

Seats are being sold on a  first come, first served 
basis with a cost of $80 plus expenses (hotel, food 
and game tickets) to make the trip.  Approximate 
total expenses will be $250.

The bus is tentatively scheduled to leave the 
Howard College campus at 10 p.m. Thursday and 
return to Big Spring Saturday.  

However, there are many variables with game 
outcomes still pending that may affect the schedule 
of the trip, officials cautioned.

Interested persons are urged to contact the college 
for a detailed itinerary and instructions regarding 
bus and hotel reservations.  

Reservation deadline is 5 p.m. Thursday.
Contact Cindy Smith (264-5034) or Laura Hughes 

(264-5063) to make reservations.   

Upcoming high school 
softball playoff dates

Coahoma and Forsan’s softball teams both open 
regional final play tonight. Coahoma faces Early in 
the Region I-2A final, while Forsan takes on Marfa 
for the Region I-1A crown.

Coahoma
The No. 5 ranked Bulldogettes hope to earn their 

10th trip to the Class 2A state tournament when 
they face Early in a best-of-three series beginning 
tonight in Abilene.

Game One is scheduled for 7 p.m. today. 
The second game will be held at 4 p.m. Friday, 

with the third game, if necessary, following about 
30 minutes after Game Two’s conclusion.

All games will be at the Abilene Christian 
University softball complex.

The Bulldogettes earned their trip to the region 
finals by sweeping Kermit Friday and Saturday in 
Midland.

Forsan
The Lady Buffaloes are two victories away from 

their first-ever trip to the Class 1A state tourna-
ment.

Their best-of-three series with Marfa begins at 7 
p.m. tonight in Monahans. 

Game Two, meanwhile, will be played at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at Mugs Field in Midland. 

Game Three, if necessary, will follow immedi-
ately afterward.

 

Big Spring ISD announces
sports skills camps

The Big Spring High School Athletic Department 
will host a variety of sports skills camps during the 
summer. 

Call Kay Cook at the Athletic Training Center 
with any questions at 264-3662.

Camp of Champs
Camp of Champs is a weight conditioning pro-

gram geared to helping increase strength, quick-
ness, speed and agility. 

The program begins June 1 and continues through 
June 18 at the Athletic Training Center. There are 
two different sessions for different age groups.

Sports in brief

A Texas
two-step

Christopher Tomlinson/Grand Junction Daily Sentinel

Howard College’s Bryan Johns (10) beats Shelton State (Ala.) College’s Nick Vickerson to second 
base in action from the 2009 Junior College World Series in Grand Junction, Colo., Monday. The 
Hawks, who  have won their first two games of the World Series despite committing a total of 11 
errors in the field, face San Jacinto’s Gators at 8:30 p.m. tonight.

Howard, San Jacinto 
last two unbeatens at 
JUCO World Series
By JONATHAN HULL     
Sports Editor

GRAND JUNCTION, 
Colo. -- Howard College’s 
Hawks (60-1) have a 
chance to be known 
as the most prominent 
team in the history of 
junior college baseball.

However, the most 
prestigious program in 
the JUCO annals stand 
in their way.

The last two unde-
feated teams in the 2009 
Division I World Series 
in Grand Junction, 
Colo., both hail from 
Texas. Howard faces 
San Jacinto College (43-

9) at 8:30 p.m. tonight 
with the winner moving 
into prime position to 
claim a national title.

Both teams have won 
the World Series in the 
past. Howard last did so 
in 1991, but that was its 
only title. San Jacinto 
accomplished the feat 
last in 1990, claiming 
its record fifth national 
championship.

While Howard is 
making just its second 
appearance in Grand 
Junction in program his-
tory, the trip to Western 
Colorado is old hat for 

See HAWKS, Page 2B

Magic
night
Orlando tops
Cavs to take
3-1 series lead
By TOM WITHERS     
Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — As LeBron 
James pulled up for the final 
shot, Orlando’s crowd gasped, 
Magic coach Stan Van Gundy 
gulped and time stood still.

Spinning through the air, 
James’ 3-pointer looked good.

Not this time, MVP. This was a 
Magic night.

Dwight Howard scored 10 
points in overtime and Orlando, 
raining down 3-pointers like 
a Florida thunderstorm, with-
stood 44 points and the last-sec-
ond fling by James for a 116-
114 victory over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers on Tuesday night to 
take a 3-1 lead in the Eastern 
Conference finals.

The resilient Magic, who have 
overcome injuries, double-digit

See MAGIC, Page 2B

AP Photo/LM Otero 
Texas Rangers first baseman Chris Davis reaches to field the ball hit by New York Yankees’ Johnny Damon during 
the first inning of a baseball game in Arlington, Texas, Tuesday, May 26, 2009. Davis threw to second base for the 
out on Derek Jeter; Damon reached first safely.

Davis leads Rangers past Yankees
By JAIME ARON     
Associated Press

ARLINGTON — His slump 
stretched to 1 for 30, but 
Texas slugger Chris Davis 
at least felt he was making 
progress.

Now he has something 
pretty cool to show for it: 
The first two-homer game 
of his career.

“I was so happy to have 
two hits, I didn’t even care,” 

Davis said after his pair of 
solo shots helped the Texas 
Rangers beat the New York 
Yankees 7-3 Tuesday night.

The start was held up 2 
hours, 24 minutes because 
of rain. Due to the delay, the 
Yankees knew that Boston 
had lost, which meant a win 
would’ve tied them with the 
Red Sox for first place in 
the AL East.

But Joba Chamberlain 

gave up two runs in the 
first inning, then allowed 
Davis’ first homer leading 
off the fourth. Although 
New York tied it at 3 in 
the top of the sixth, Jarrod 
Saltalamacchia restored 
Texas’ lead with a loop-
ing single in the bottom of 
the inning. Davis added an 
upper-deck homer in the 
eighth.

OK, so he also struck out 

twice, upping his majors-
leading total to 68. But after 
a recent 0-for-25 drought, 
it’s understandable that 
he’s going to remember this 
game for the homers, which 
give him 12 for the season.

“The last few weeks have 
been about as tough as 
they could be so to have a 
night like tonight, it’s very

See RANGERS, Page 2B
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Evalena Louise Sturdivant
Evalena Louise Sturdivant, 93, of Corpus Christi, 

a former resident of Big Spring, died May 24, 2009. 
She was born July 25, 1915, to Joseph and Ola 
Dunnam.

She was the founder of the ECW for St. John 
Episcopal Church in Odessa and the founder of 
the American Business Women’s Association in 
Odessa.

She was preceded in death by her parents; a great 
grandson, Stefen Brown; and her husband, James 
Allen Sturdivant Sr.

She is survived by her daughter, Mary Louise 
Clark of Corpus Christi; a son, Jim and wife, Sandy, 
Sturdivant of Tulsa, Okla.; sisters, Alvis Pounds and 
Joann Marshall; grandchild, Judith Brown; great-
grandchildren, Brittany Brown, Joseph Brown and 
James and wife, Erica, Brown.

Funeral services will be conducted on Tuesday, 
May 26, 2009, at 5 p.m. in the Sawyer-George 
Funeral Home Chapel in Corpus Christi with the 
Rev. Sidney Blalack officiating. Graveside ser-
vices will be conducted by McCoy Funeral Home 
in Sweetwater at 11 a.m. Thursday, May 28, 2009, at 
the Hylton Cemetery in Nolan County.

Paid obituary

Jessie V. Hernandez
Funeral services for Jessie V. 

Hernandez, 72, of Big Spring will 
be held at 2 p.m. Thursday, May 28, 
2009, at the Templo Elim with Joe 
Hernandez officiating under the 
direction of Branon Funeral Home 
of Lamesa.

Prayer service will be held from 
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday, May 
27, 2009, at Branon Funeral Home.

Mr. Hernandez died Monday, 
May 25, 2009, at his residence. He was born Aug. 
26, 1936, in Lavernia to Bonifacio and Juanita 
Hernandez. He married Josie Franco on April 29, 
1957, in Lamesa. He was a member of Templo Elim 
for the past 51 years and owned his own welding 
service for many years. 

He is survived by his wife Josie Hernandez of Big 
Spring; two sons, Arthur Hernandez of Lamesa and 
Jessie Hernandez Jr. of Midland; two daughters, 
JoAnn Palacios of Big Spring and Rosie Alcantar 
of Midland; a sister, Victoria Garcia of Abilene; 11 
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.

Harold B. Odom
Harold B. Odom, 75, of Denton died Tuesday, May 

26, 2009, in a local nursing home. Graveside funeral 
services will be held at 10 a.m. Monday, June 1, 
2009, at the Peace Chapel at Trinity Memorial 
Park with the Rev. Burt Bronaugh, pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church, officiating.

Harold was born Sept. 8, 1933, in Brownwood 
and then came to Big Spring as an infant with his 
parents, Roy and Oneita Odom. He grew up here 
and graduated from Big Spring High and then 
attended Howard County Junior College. Harold 
also attended Texas Tech University. Before fin-
ishing college, he joined the United States Navy 
as a pilot and retired from the Naval Reserves as 
a commander. Harold then went back to college to 
finish his Bachelor of Science degree in biology at 
North Texas State University in 1963. He worked as 
an airline pilot for Pan American for 25 years. He 
had a passion for talking about natural health care. 
He also loved to talk about and take his nieces and 
nephew on ski trips.

Survivors include two brothers, Paschal Odom 
and wife, Lucy, of Big Spring and James Roy Odom 
and wife, Dolores, of Fort Worth; four nieces, one 
nephew; seven great nieces; and one great nephew.

The family suggests memorials be made to Texas 
Tech Medical Center, 3601 Fourth St., Mail Stop 
6540, Lubbock 79430-6540.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Tuesday and 7 
a.m. today:

• ANTHONY ALPHONSO LEWIS, 37, of 904 E. 
12th St., was arrested Tuesday on charges of assault 
by contact and possession of drug paraphernalia.

• THOMAS RIOS, 27, of 1321 Mulberry, was 
arrested Tuesday on charges of no driver’s license, 
failure to maintain financial responsibility and 
displaying a fictitious/counterfeit inspection or 
insurance document.

• SANDRA NICOLE SHAEFFER, 25, of 1401 Nolan, 
was arrested Tuesday on five local warrants.

• THEFT was reported:
— in the 800 block of Lancaster.
— in the 2300 block of Wasson.
• OPERATING A VEHICLE WITH THE WRONG 

REGISTRATION was reported in the 300 block of 
11th Street.

• FICTITIOUS/COUNTERFEIT INSPECTION 
OR INSURANCE DOCUMENT FOR DISPLAY was 
reported in the 300 block of 11th Street.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
— in the 3600 block of Hamilton.
— in the 800 block of FM 700.
— in the 200 block of FM 700.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 

in the 300 block of 11th Street.
• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 

reported in the 4000 block of Vicky.
• AGGRAVATED ASSAULT was reported in the 

1300 block of College.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 
more information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 

p.m.; women’s meeting, 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 615 Settles. Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, 615 Settles, noon. Speakers meeting, 8 p.m. 

• Road to Recovery, a free service for those in the 
Big Spring area taking cancer treatments at Allison 
Cancer in Midland, is still in operation. The coordi-
nator and phone number to call have changed. To 
get a ride to cancer treatment in Midland, please 
call Amy Carnes at (432) 334-6121, which is the 
American Cancer Society office in Odessa. If Amy 
is out of the office, you may leave your information 
with Melissa. An alternate number to call is 1-800-
ACS-2345, which is the regional patient services 
offices; they will relay your information to Amy for 
the local drivers.

• A reception for retiring Coahoma Independent 
School District employees will be held from 1 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 27, in the Coahoma 
Community Center. Everyone is invited.

• The Big Spring High School class of 1979 is seek-
ing classmates to attend our 30-year reunion Sept. 
18-19. Please contact Debbye Salazar ValVerde at 
debbyev@bigspringchamber.com or Cheryl Carter 
Joy at joycheryl79@hotmail.com with any contact 
information, be it an e-mail address or physical 
address.

• A benefit account has been established at 
Woodforest National Bank (Account 1652331339) for 
John Allison and Jacoby Rivera, who lost their 
belongings in a residential fire on Runnels. 
Donations can also be made by calling (431) 213-
4091.

 
• The Salvation Army has funding for Texas mili-

tary personnel who have served or are currently 
serving in Iraq or Afghanistan and their families. 
Apply at the Salvation Army, 511 W. Fifth St. These 
funds were granted by the TRIAD Fund of Permian 
Basin Area Foundation.

• We are currently seeking Class of 1999 class-
mates from Big Spring High School.  Our 10-year 
reunion will be Sept. 18-19. Please send your mail-
ing information to bshs1999@gmail.com to receive 
information on the reunion or contact Jennifer 
Davidson at (432) 213-0257.

There has been anoth-
er rollover in the grand 
prize for the Mega 
Millions multistate lot-
tery game — to $35 mil-
lion.

The rollover occurred 
because no player 
matched all the winning 
numbers from Tuesday 
night’s $25 million draw-
ing. The next Mega 
Million drawing will be 
Friday night.

The winning numbers 
from Tuesday night’s 
drawing were: nine, 18, 
21, 37, and 55. The Mega 
Ball number was 33.

•••
Results of the Cash 5 

drawing Tuesday night:
Winning numbers 

drawn: 8-12-14-22-30.
Number matching five 

of five: 1. Prize: $22,685
Winning ticket pur-

chased in: Andrews
Next Cash 5 drawing: 

Tonight.
•••
The winning Daily 4 

numbers drawn Tuesday 
night, in order:

3-6-6-0. Sum It Up: 15.
•••
The winning Pick 3 

numbers drawn Tuesday 
night, in order:

1-4-8. Sum It Up: 13.
•••
The winning Daily 4 

numbers drawn Tuesday 
afternoon, in order:

9-9-1-1. Sum It Up: 20.
•••
The winning Pick 3 

numbers drawn Tuesday 
afternoon, in order:

1-4-8. Sum It Up: 13.Support Groups
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WEDNESDAY
• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 

Howard College Cactus Room.
• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the 

Big Spring Country Club.
• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. 

in the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room.
• League of United Latin American Citizens 

LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce.  The public 
is invited. 

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Members 
bring their own lunch. Call 267-1037 or 267-7281 
for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada 
Restaurant.

• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon 
at the Howard College Cactus Room.

• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

 
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board

Fire/EMS

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 79 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• DAMISHA ANDERSON, 39, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges of 
violation of a promise to appear (two counts) and a 
local warrant.

• CHARLES DANIEL, 53, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• ANTHONY LEWIS, age not provided, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on 
charges of assault Class C and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

• BOBBY LOPEZ, 23, was arrested Monday by the 
HCSO on a charge of public intoxication.

• THOMAS RIOS, 27, was transferred to the 
county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on charges of no 
driver’s license, no insurance and displaying a fic-
titious inspection sticker.

• SANDRA SHAEFFER, 25, was transferred to the 
county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on charges of con-
tempt of court (three counts), no driver’s license 
and failure to appear.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of 
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2700 block of S. 
Anderson Road. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 700 block of 
Abrams. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1100 block of E. 
17th Street. Service refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2600 block of N. 
Anderson Road. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

NOBODY ASKS FOR IT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312
Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring



HAWKS
Continued from Page 
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San Jacinto. The Gators 
have visited Colorado’s 

Wine Country on 15 
occasions, dating back 
to 1984. 
 This is, however, 
San Jacinto’s first 
appearance at the World 
Series since 2006.

Both teams fin-

ished the regular sea-
son ranked in the top 
10 nationally with the 
Hawks commanding 
the poll at No. 1, while 
San Jacinto was rated 
seventh.

However, looking at 
the results of the two 
games played by each 
team thus far through 
the World Series, one 
might mistaken the 
Gators as the higher 
ranked squad.

San Jacinto has 
rolled through its two 
opponents, beating 
Spartanburg Methodist 
(S.C.) College, 7-1, in its 
first game Sunday and 
handling Santa Fe (Fla.) 
College, 9-4, Tuesday.

The Gators received 
two top-notch pitching 
performances in both 
games. 

Tommy Collier picked 
up the win Sunday, 
allowing one earned 
run on five hits and 
five walks, while strik-
ing out 13 batters in 7.2 
innings.

Then on Tuesday, 
Jacob Cowan, who 
picked up a save 
Sunday, threw eight 
innings, giving up two 
earned runs on five hits 
and three walks with 13 
strikeouts.

There’s a chance 
the Hawks could face 
Collier on short rest, 
but the Gators do have 
two more capable start-
ers available in a pair of 
freshmen lefties. 

David Rollins (8-3) 
has a 3.66 ERA with 69 
strikeouts in 66 innings 
pitched, while Sean 
Nolin (4-1) has allowed 
2.66 runs per nine 
innings with 58 Ks in 
40.2 innings or work.

Although the Hawks 
have gotten quality 
work out of their pitch-
ing staff, 11 errors in 
two games haven’t made 
anything easy.

Howard survived a 
scare from Western 
Nevada College 
Saturday with a 4-3 
win in 11 innings. 

Sophomore center field-
er Runey Davis hit a 
solo walk-off home run 
in the 11th to secure the 
win.

Howard then had to 
rally late in the game 
against Shelton State 
(Ala.) College for a 7-4 
victory. 

Two key Shelton State 
errors in the seventh 
inning along with anoth-
er timely hit by Davis, 
this time an RBI triple, 
allowed the Hawks to 
score three unearned 
runs in the frame to pull 
away for the win.

However, because 
of all the mishaps by 
Howard in the field, the 
Hawks pitchers have 
had to work to allow as 
few runs as they have.

“We’re just trying 
too hard,” said Howard 
Head Coach Britt Smith. 
“The errors are not from 
a lack of effort. I think 
it’s a bunch of guys just 
trying too hard to make 
the big play. This team 
doesn’t commit this 
many errors normally. 
It’s been an odd situ-
ation. We’ve probably 
committed 30 percent 
of our season total for 
errors in the first two 
games here. Our pitch-
ers are throwing well, 
but runners are getting 

on base because our 
defense is atrocious.”

Smith is still unclear 
who will get the start 
against San Jacinto, but 
it is a debate between 
two players — right-
hander Zach Neal and 
left-hander Anthony 
Collazo.

Neal started the 
opening game against 
Western Nevada 
Saturday, allowing 
three runs -- two earned 
-- on 12 hits and three 
walks, while striking 
out four batters in eight 
innings pitched. 

He’s been the No. 1 
starter for the Hawks 
the entire season and 
has never shied away 
from asking for the ball 
in pivotal games.

Collazo pitched an 
inning of relief for Neal 
Saturday, taking over 
in the ninth inning with 
two runners on board. 
He worked out of a bases 
loaded situation with a 
key strikeout. 

The winner between 
San Jacinto and Howard 
will face Western 
Nevada at 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday. 

The loser meets 
the winner of a game 
between Santa Fe and 
Spartanburg Methodist 
at 3 p.m. Thursday.
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American Profile

Nature’s calling
Often overlooked in favor of our country’s national 
parks, America’s state parks are an abundant source 
of vacation options and weekend getaways. Plus, 
country stars play ball and a tomato double-take.

By Steve Becker

164761

BSM Ice Cream & Coffee Shop
Mon.-Fri. 11 to 7
Saturday 12 to 7

264-0390
Inside the Big Spring Mall

Come In For Our

Daily Lunch Specials

& Blue Bell Ice Cream

160491

MAGIC
Continued from Page 1B

deficits and a spat between their 
star and coach, are one win from 
their first trip to the NBA finals 
since 1995.

“You can almost taste it,” said 
Orlando’s Rafer Alston, who 
scored 26 points. “We’ve got to 
win one more game and it’s not 
going to be easy.”

The Magic, who won a Game 
7 in Boston in the last round, 
can close out the Cavaliers in 
Cleveland on Thursday night.

Howard finished with 27 
points, 14 rebounds and again 
made his free throws — 7 of 9 — 
and the Magic made a team play-
off record 17 3-pointers. Rashard 
Lewis and Mickael Pietrus had 
17 points each for Orlando.

“We just have to keep fight-
ing,” Howard said. “We have an 
excellent opportunity in front 
of us. We can’t think that any-
thing’s going to be easy. As a 
team, we believe that anytime 
we step on the floor and play 
our brand of basketball we can 
win.”

James added 12 rebounds and 
seven assists, but he had eight 
turnovers for the Cavs, whose 
season of seasons is slipping 
away.

After Lewis made one of two 
free throws with 3.2 seconds 
left to give the Magic the 116-
114 lead, the Cavs had one last 
chance.

Every person inside Amway 
Arena and millions watching on 
TV knew who was going to get 

the ball — James, who saved the 
Cavaliers with a 3-pointer at the 
final horn in Game 2.

He was double-teamed on the 
inbounds pass but still managed 
to get free. Dribbling into the 
frontcourt, James rose from 35 
feet, and with a clean look at the 
basket, sent his shot toward the 
rim.

When it fell short, Van Gundy 
could finally exhale.

“With LeBron James on the 
court, doesn’t 3.2 seconds seem 
like two minutes?” he asked. 
“We had two guys on him and 
he made a move like a tight end, 
caught the ball and still got off 
a reasonable shot. This guy is 
unbelievable.”

James said the ball felt good 
leaving his hand.

“I always feel I can make any 
shot I take,” he said. “I was just 
hoping I could make one more.”

James, who played the entire 
second half and overtime, has 
scored more than 40 in three 
games in the series. Cleveland 
is 0-3 in them.

Mo Williams, who guaranteed 
the Cavs would win Game 4 and 
the series, scored 18 points, none 
after the third quarter. Delonte 
West added 17 for the Cavaliers.

Following the game, Magic 
fans chanted “One more win.”

History is on the Magic’s side 
heading into Game 5. Teams 
with a 3-1 lead are a staggering 
182-8 in series dating to 1947.

“We’re not happy with just 
winning a few games in the 
Eastern Conference finals,” 
Howard said. “We want to win 
the whole thing.”

Lewis’ catch-and-shoot 3-point-

er on an inbounds play with 4.1 
seconds left in regulation gave 
the Magic, who attempted 38 3s, 
a 100-98 lead.

Cleveland set up a clear-out 
play for James, who drove the 
right side and was tripped in the 
lane by Pietrus with .5 seconds 
to play.

James swished his first free 
throw attempt, and then after 
a long delay, he made his sec-
ond, which danced on the rim 
before falling through. James 
said he never considered taking 
a 3-pointer.

“If I was Rashard Lewis we 
would have won,” James said, 
smiling.

Orlando called a timeout and 
tried a lob play for Howard, who 
was ridden out under the bas-
ket by Anderson Varejao. Both 
players tumbled out of bounds, 
and although there was enough 
contact for the officials to call 
two or three fouls, there was no 
whistle.

Howard screamed in protest, 
pleading his case to anyone who 
would listen.

“Are you serious?” Howard 
said, turning to the media sec-
tion. “If that was LeBron ... “

Howard took over in overtime. 
He dunked the first two times 
he touched it, shaking the back-
board each time and Orlando 
opened what looked to be an 
insurmountable six-point lead 
with 1:11 left on his tip-in.

James wasn’t done.
He made a left-handed scoop, 

two free throws and an are-you-
kidding-me 3 while falling into 
Orlando’s bench with 4.6 sec-
onds to go.

RANGERS
Continued from Page 1B

encouraging,” Davis said. “I’m definitely going to 
take the two home runs away from this and try to 
build on it.”

Jason Jennings (2-1) got two outs in the sixth for 
the win, and Frank Francisco finished up. Davis’ 
second homer cost him a save opportunity.

Marlon Byrd had a two-run single in the first 
inning to get the Rangers going, then scored the 
go-ahead run after a double off Yankees reliever 
Alfredo Aceves (3-1).

The Yankees, who’d won 11 of 13, had a lot going 
for them — 13 hits, a season-high five stolen bases, 
plus more freebies via a wild pitch and a passed 
ball.

But they failed to take advantage, such as hitting 
into double plays to end the seventh and eighth 
innings.

“I thought we swung the bats pretty well but 
we couldn’t get the big hit,” manager Joe Girardi 
said.

Chamberlain threw a lot of pitches in the first 
inning and wound up going only four. He allowed 
three runs and four hits, with four walks and five 
strikeouts.

“Plain and simple, I was terrible,” he said. “I’ve 
got to do a better job of keeping the team in the 
game.”

Mark Teixeira homered for New York, and center 
fielder Melky Cabrera left with a shoulder injury.

The first pitch was delayed because of an approach-
ing storm that didn’t arrive until nearly an hour 
later. Once it did, it dropped buckets of rain and 
enough golf ball-sized hail to make the outfield 
look like a crowded driving range. More rain fell 
in the first inning and there were flashes of light-
ning throughout the night, but most of the crowd 
of 33,397 waited out the delay. About half were still 
around for the final out — at 12:38 a.m.

As a thank you to fans for staying through the 
rain delay, the team announced that tickets from 
this game can be traded in for seats at certain other 
games later this season.
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Cathy Lisa

All Loans Subject To
Our Liberal Credit Policies

Licensed By
The State Of Texas

164681

Graduation Loan Specials
$100 - $1,000

Se Habla Espanol

Midwest Finance & 
Income Tax Service
600 Gregg St. • 432-263-1353

Short on Cash!
We Have You Covered

Delivery Service Available

Come Visit Us Tomorrow
 Monday, May 11th At our NEW Location

1009 Gregg St.                               263-7316

17
91

51

Freedom Roofing
Reliable & Affordable

Geary Williams
325-513-6750

Jace Williams
432-816-5835

Serving Big Spring, Colorado City and 
Surrounding Areas

1210 LCR 248       Colorado City, TX160231

Park & Putt Family
Fun Center

NOW OPEN
HOURS:

6-10 pm ~ Mon.-Sat.
S. Hwy. 87                                        263-7536

17
06

9

NO DEBIT OR CREDIT CARDS

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/09
178311

 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Affordable 
pre-need plans

COAHOMA
Continued from Pg. 1A

and band.
She has been named to 

Who’s Who Among All-
American Scholars and 
was selected as the 
Region 18 Most 

Outstanding Gifted and 
Talented Student.

In athletics, Martin 
participated in basket-
ball and tennis.

She plans to attend 
Howard College in the 
fall with a major in 
mathematics and hopes 
to become a high school 
math teacher.

The CHS Class of 2009 
willl hold commence-
ment exercises at 7 p.m. 
Thursday in Dorothy 
Garrett Coliseum.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

ALMOST
Continued from Pg. 1A

anticipating having that 
piece in and ready by 
June 1 so the kids will 
have it when school is 
letting out for the sum-
mer. Until that’s done 
though, it’s just not fin-
ished.”

Plans for the repairs 
— and subsequent ren-
ovations to the play-
ground — began shortly 
after the Dec. 9 arson at-
tack that destroyed the 
southwestern portion of 
the facility.

If Darden seems pas-
sionate about the proj-
ect, it’s no wonder. Ac-
cording to City Manager 
Gary Fuqua, the assis-
tant city manager has 
been at the helm of the 
project from the begin-
ning.

“There are so many 
things that could be said 
about Kids’ Zone. What 
the vandals did was a 
terrible thing, but in es-
sence it really brought 
our community to-
gether,” said Fuqua. “I 
can’t say enough about 
what Todd Darden did 
to bring the community 

together and to get the 
funds together and get 
it organized. He was the 
first person there and 
the last to leave.”

The work, which began 
last week and wrapped 
up — for the time be-
ing — over the Memo-
rial Day weekend didn’t 
just impress Fuqua or 
Darden, drawing praise 
and a sizable contribu-
tion from a Midland-
based engineering firm 
that works with the city 
on a regular basis..

“I wasn’t the only one 
that was impressed with 
the progress made,” 
said Fuqua. “Butch 
Davis from Parkhill 
Smith & Cooper came 
out on Wednesday and 
did a walk through with 
some of his people. He 
was so impressed with 
our community and the 
effort we were putting 
forth he went back to 
his office and brought 
us a check for $5,000 for 
the project.”

Darden was quick to 
re-direct the praise for 
the project to the nu-
merous men and women 
that volunteered hour 
after hour last week to 
making the repairs and 
renovations a reality.

“Make no mistake, 
this was a community 
effort. It was made by 
everyone, especially 
the volunteers,” said 
Darden. “I don’t want 
to name any because I’d 
miss someone. But with 
projects like this, it al-
ways seems to bring out 
our community’s heart. 
We talk about ‘Big Sky, 
Big Hearts, that’s Big 
Spring,’ and that heart 
is a big part of this.”

Darden said many city 
employees that were be-
ing paid to help with the 
project didn’t let their ef-
forts stop when the time 
clock hit eight hours.

“Many of them con-
tinued working well 
after their shift was 
up. These people were 
working for free,” said 
Darden. “And the labor 
and skills they provided 
were so important to the 
project. We also had lo-
cal businesses send out 
their maintenance peo-
ple to help. They paid 
their employees to come 
out to Kids’ Zone at no 
cost to the city.”

Darden also thanked 
several local businesses 
that contributed equip-
ment and labor that 
helped the work along.

“I do want to thank 
Wal-Mart, who fed us 
very well every day,” 
said Darden. “Tim 
Walsh (SuperCenter 
Manager) and his crews 
were out there on a dai-
ly basis making sure 
we had food and water. 
There was also a piece 
of equipment that was 
loaned to use by Tate 
Plumbing. It’s about a 
$300,000-plus machine 
they allowed us to oper-
ate to do the boring. You 
get down about four 
inches and it’s solid 
rock out there. So with-
out that machine, we 
would have really been 
behind.”

While fund-raising ef-
forts have met with noth-
ing but success since 
the blaze destroyed the 
southwest portion of 
the playground, efforts 
to catch the vandals re-
sponsible have yet to 
produce an arrest de-
spite more than $10,000 
in reward money being 
put up by the city and 
Howard County govern-
ments.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the fire 
— or any other acts of 
vandalism — are asked 
to call Big Spring Area 

Crimestoppers at 264-
TIPS (8477). No caller 
ID is ever used, and in-
formants can remain 
anonymous.

Information can also 
be left with the Fire 
Marshal’s Office at 264-
2305, or the Big Spring 
Police Department at 
264-2550.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

Child hurt in Saturday wreck in stable condition
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Law enforcement officials 
say a child injured in a traf-
fic accident near the intersec-
tion of Highway 350 and Hill-
top Road Saturday morning 
is in stable condition, having 
suffered facial trauma in the 
crash.

The 6-year-old boy — whose 
identity officials with the De-
partment of Public Safety are 
not releasing due to his age 
— was rushed to the emer-
gency room at Scenic Moun-
tain Medical Center just after 

11 a.m. Saturday when the 
vehicle he was traveling in 
crashed into a pickup headed 
north on Highway 350.

The driver of the Buick Park 
Avenue the child was rid-
ing in was later identified as 
Elias Sol Ledesma, 23, of Big 
Spring. Ledesma was later 
arrested by DPS troopers on 
charges of intoxicated assault 
with a vehicle, possession of a 
controlled substance, assault 
of a public servant and driv-
ing while license invalid.

Also arrested as a result 
of the crash was Jorge Luis 
Gomez, 18, a passenger in the 

Buick, on charges of posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
resisting arrest, search or 
transportation and public in-
toxication. Both were subse-
quently booked into the How-
ard County Jail.

According to DPS Trooper 
Thomas Moore, Ledesma is 
being charged with intoxi-
cated assault with a vehicle 
as a result of the injuries sus-
tained by the child, and is be-
ing charged with assault on 
a public servant because he 
became combative with one 
of the emergency responders 
at the scene of the accident.

“Evidence at the scene of 
the accident led investiga-
tors to believe both men were 
intoxicated at the time of the 
accident,” said Moore. “Blood 
samples have been sent off 
and we’re currently awaiting 
results.”

According to law enforce-
ment officials at the scene, the 
child was ejected from the ve-
hicle when it pulled out from 
Hilltop Road onto Highway 
350, striking a white pickup 
that was traveling north on 
the highway. Department of 
Public Safety troopers on the 
scene said it was unclear if the 

child was properly restrained 
at the time of the accident.

Ledesma was also transport-
ed from the scene to SMMC 
following the accident, where 
he was later charged and ar-
rested. 

Gomez initially refused 
treatment at the scene, but 
later opted to be transported 
by ambulance. He was also 
arrested at the SMMC emer-
gency room.

Contact Staff Writer Thom-
as Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 
or by e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

City council schedules budget work session
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

The Big Spring City 
Council agreed to hold a 
work session next week 
to address a number of 
budgetary challenges 
facing the municipal-
ity in the coming year, 
but none more pressing 
than the fate of the city 
swimming pool.

“We’ve hit that time 
again,” said City Man-
ager Gary Fuqua. 
“(Tuesday) June 2 is a 
scheduled work session 
with the council. It will 
be sort of a combined 
work session, where 
we’ll go over some items 
the council has asked us 
to look into, and it will 
also be a chance for the 
council to give us some 
direction for the budget. 
It’s time for us to get 
into that process.”

Before Fuqua could 
move on to the next 
item in his report, May-

or Russ McEwen asked 
him to clarify the topics 
that will be discussed 
during the meeting.

“Before you go on, at 
that meeting we’ll also 
be discussing the swim-
ming pool, is that cor-
rect? It will be a little bit 
multi-faceted?” asked 
McEwen, which Fuqua 
confirmed.

The council has been 
under fire from local 
citizens since it gave the 
word to not open the Mu-
nicipal Swimming Pool 
this season, a start that 
would normally come 
around Memorial Day, 
a move made necessary 
by federal mandates, ac-
cording to city officials.

“We’ve been talking 
with our consultants, 
Parkhill, Smith & Coo-
per, regarding the Vir-
ginia Graeme Baker 
Act which deals with 
your drainage (in the 
pool),” Assistant City 
Manager Todd Darden 

told the council earlier 
this month. “We asked 
the people at PSC to tell 
us what it would take 
to make our drainage 
system comply with 
that law. Because there 
is no grandfathering 
with this act, once you 
touch any portion of the 
plumbing, all the things 
that were grandfathered 
in are no longer grand-
fathered. So we had to 
come back and look at 
our recirculation lines, 
skimmer lines, and 
have to meet the code of 
the law related to those 
items as well.

“To comply with the 
Virginia Graeme Baker 
Act, and to comply with 
the other plumbing sys-
tems we have in and 
around the pool, would 
cost between $500,000 
and $600,000. That’s just 
to fix the plumbing and 
get the drainage system 
and other fixtures up 
to code, and it comes 

from a contractor that 
has worked with a lot of 
pools like ours.”

Named after the grand-
daughter of former Sec-
retary of State James 
Baker, the Pool and Spa 
Safety Act requires pub-
lic swimming pools to 
have measures in place 
to prevent drain entrap-
ment, a situation where 
a swimmer becomes 
trapped by the suction 
force of a pool drain.

Virginia Graeme 
Baker died in an entrap-
ment accident in 2002. 
The Consumer Product 
Safety Commission re-
corded 74 entrapment 
incidents between 1997 
and 2007, most of the 
victims being children.

Darden said he asked 
the consultant to look at 
a second, more radical 
scenario, and the results 
were also astounding.

“The second scenario 
I asked him to look at 
was if we decided to 

build a new pool inside 
the existing pool,” said 
Darden. “Redoing all of 
the plumbing and get-
ting us into compliance. 
To do that, the cost 
was about $700,000 to 
$800,000, to have a com-
plete, new pool. And, 
as you know, we’re still 
trying to address our 
ADA (Americans with 
Disabilities Act) issues, 
which include the pool-
house. And he (the con-
sultant) gave me some 
numbers from recent 
projects done in our 
area.

“The first was in 
Brownfield... It cost ap-
proximately $1.2 mil-
lion. The second was 
in Muleshoe... It cost 
approximately $1.8 mil-
lion. There is also a 
third project they are 
completing in Snyder, 
but I haven’t been able 
to get the cost on that 
one.”

Mayor Russ McEwen 

previously asked the 
council and staff to plan 
for the work session to 
render a decision on the 
issue, which could land 
Big Spring a new pool or 
see the city getting out 
of the “pool business.”

“I think that’s the 
whole key,” said McE-
wen. “We need to decide 
what we’re going to do. 
There’s no reason to put 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars into an old 
pool that leaks and has 
all the problems ours 
has. By having a work 
session we can look at 
this and decide what 
route we want to take. 
And I think it goes all 
the way from getting 
out of the pool business 
to building a new pool.”

Closure of the pool

See CITY, Page 5A
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Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

REDUCED- TWO Lots 
side-by-side in Garden of Medi-
tation. Great location.     Lots 
number 1113 and 1114- 
$2,000.00 for both. Call 
(325)795-1134.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

TRINITY MEMORIAL Park, 
Bethany Garden, Lot 117, 
Spaces 1 & 2; $3,500 for both 
spaces. Call (806)795-5719.

Garage Sales
3 FAMILY Garage Sale: 701 
Highland Drive. Friday & Satur-
day 7am-1pm. 2 Full size bed-
room sets, Kenmore stainless 
steal refrigerator, 2 large TVs, 
and large entertainment center. 
Too much to list. Come See. 
432-816-1237.

ESTATE SALE: 1511 Alyford, 
Friday & Saturday 8:30am-? 
Knives, fishing tackle, tools, 
fabric, kitchen items, comforts 
and many more miscellaneous 
items.

Help Wanted
CITY OF BIG SPRING 

Police Officer - 
(Certified and Non-Certified) 

Seasonal Golf Course- 
Maintenance

Communications Officer
Water Treatment Plant Tech

Assistant Superintendent
Utility Service Worker

Meter Reader
Cemetery Maintenance Worker

Plant Operator
Heavy Equipment Operator

Equal Opportunity 
Employer

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

DON-NAN Pump & Supply Co. 
seeking individuals with at least 
2yrs. experience in assembling 
Down Hole Pump. Must have 
clean driving record. Must Pass 
Drug Test. Salary D.O.E. No 
Phone Calls. Apply in person at 
2903 North Birdwell, Big 
Spring, TX.

Help Wanted
EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

GM DEALERSHIPS are seek-
ing technician trainees. Posi-
tion involves paid work experi-
ence combined with college 
training. Must have motivation, 
initiative, and high school di-
ploma or GED and be min. 18 
yrs. old. If serious about a ca-
reer as a professional auto 
technician, contact Pat Stutz-
man or Javier Rivera at 
1-800-657-6260.

HIRING MANAGER for Long 
John Silvers in Snyder, Tx. 
Must relocate. Send resume to 
(432)267-2290 or Email: 
lvera@tajay.com

MAINTENANCE PERSON. AC 
Certified, own tools. Tangle-
wood Grove Apts. Come by 
3304 West Hwy 80. 

MAKE UP to $3,000 in 11 
days. Manage firework stand 
outside Big Springs 6/24-7/4. 
NO INVESTMENT RE-
QUIRED. Go to 
mrwfireworks.com and submit 
app or call 830-429-3808 
mon-fri 9am-4pm.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

OFFICE ASSISTANT: Experi-
ence in bookkeeping, comput-
ers, ten-key and telephone 
skills. Benefits include Health, 
Dental, Retirement and Paid 
Vacation. Apply in person at 
1611 S. Gregg.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

Help Wanted
THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for following position in 
the Big Spring Area.
Electrician – Trouble shoot, 
service, and maintain pump 
control panels, electric motors 
up to 3000 hp, power distribu-
tion systems, electrical sub-sta-
tions, submersible motors, and 
commercial and residential wir-
ing.  Intermediate level posi-
tion, basic understanding of 
electronics/electricity needed.  
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at the District’s of-
fice, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for following positions.
Central Control Operator- Re-
sponsible for monitoring water 
flows, pressures, and tank lev-
els using SCADA system. Per-
form administrative support in-
cluding recording readings, 
monitoring phones, and basic 
data entry. Basic computer 
skills including Excel needed. 
This position involves shift 
work.
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at the District’s of-
fice, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org

PROPERTY MANAGER--
Apartment community in Big 
Spring. Applicant must have 
strong organizational and man-
agement skills with ability to 
work independently. Experi-
ence preferred but not re-
quired. Hourly, plus medical, 
401k, vacation. Please fax re-
sume to (405)376-6603. EEOC

SANDS CISD is seeking to fill 
the following position:

Transportation Director
Resumes will be accepted until 
Wednesday, June 10, 2009 by 
fax at (432)353-4650 or email 
to wablount@esc17.net 
Sands CISD is an equal oppor-
tunity employer.

Items for Sale
CANOPY BED with Mattress 
set. Still in boxes with warranty. 
$295 432-664-8980.
..................................................
BRAND NEW queen orthope-
dic mattress set, in plastic 
$155. 432-664-8980.

MEMORY FOAM mattress. 
Never opened. Will take $485. 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
Double/Full Pillow Top mat-
tress and box, both new with 
mfg. warranty. $150. 
432-664-8980.

NEW MICRO Fiber Sofa and 
Loveseat with tables. Never 
opened. Only $565. 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
Twin size Pillow Top Mattress 
set, in plastic $120. NEW 
432-664-8980.

OPEN FRONT student desks 
for sale. $40.00 each. Call 
(432)263-0203.

Lost and Found

REWARD $250- Lost Pit Bull 
puppy, female (gray with white 
spot on chest). Last seen with 
pink collar on Colgate Ave. Call 
(432)268-3085 or 935-0358.

Miscellaneous
BOY’S BEDROOM set. Shiny 
black finished, all new! $499. 
806-466-2645...........................

MARBLE TOP pub dining set 
Brand new, never used, $200. 
806-549-3110...........................
HYPOALLERGENIC LATEX 
foam mattress set. New, warr!!
$599. 806-549-3110.................

On the Farm
WANT TO lease farm and pas-
ture land. Big or small. 
(325)236-5440 or 
(432)816-9130.

Pets
AKC Miniature Dachshund 
Puppies, Males, Females, Pie-
bals, Dapples, Black & Tan and 
Tan & Black. Will have first 
shots.  $400-$600. Call 
(432)935-4820 or 263-2733.

Real Estate for Rent

1608 SUNSET 2 Bdrm, 1 bath, 
CH/A, fenced yard, garage. 
$600. month, $550. deposit. 
Call 432-213-4647.

711 JOHNSON- 2 bdrm house, 
electric fireplace, mostly fur-
nished if needed. Call 
(432)263-1281 9am-5pm  M-F.

Real Estate for Rent
3202 AUBURN 3 bdrm, 1 bath,  
Tile floors, CH/A, garage, 
fenced yard. $750/month, 
$700/deposit. Call 
432-213-4647.

410 MARTIN  Luther  King, 
2 bdr, 1 bath.   CH/A. Stove, 
refrigerator, washer and dryer 
included. $475. month- $400. 
deposit. Call 432-263-1792, 
816-9984.

SAGEWOOD APTS. 900 
Scurry for Rent, 3 bdrm.-1 
bath, stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, CH/CA, washer/dryer 
hookup, carport, $500.00 per 
month and $500.00 deposit, 
Call George 432-935-3302.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
!!! Move-In Special !!!

1ST MONTH FREE
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security 
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE 
APTS

Efficiency, 
One- Two- Three Bedroom

(Unfurnished)
*All New Appliances & Fixtures
*Security System in Place
*FREE HS Wireless Internet
*Picnic/BBQ Area 
*Laundry & Vending Facility

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432)714-4840

Real Estate for Sale
1012 BLUEBONNET Street. 
No Owner Finance.  3  Bdrm, 
1 bath, fenced backyard. 
$26,000.. Call (432)353-4855 
or 213-3641 for information.

2 BEDROOM- Furnished. Bills 
Paid. Sat. T.V. $600 month 
plus deposit. Call 
(432)816-3224.

BIG SPRING Owner will fi-
nance - 501 Union. 2 Bdrm/ 1 
bath on hilltop, isolated loca-
tion. New carpet, new paint. 
Might need a little bit more 
work. Priced for quick sale 
$29,900. $300 month. Call Pa-
tience (432)349-5242.

BIG SPRING Owner will fi-
nance- 1500 Kentucky. 3 bed-
room/ 2 bath with central a/c. 
Completely remodeled with 
new interior/exterior paint. New 
tile and carpet. Great neighbor-
hood. Priced for quick sale. 
$59,900 total, $3K down, $570 
month. Call Patience 
(432)349-5242.

FIXER UPPER...... 715 Anna. 
1 Bedroom, 1 bath. $12,500. 
OBO. Call (432)816-1467.

FOR SALE 1998 Oak Creek 
18x80 ft. wide, 3/2, CH/A. No 
owner financing, must be 
moved, new flooring/carpeting. 
Asking 37,500.00, Call 
432-457-0160.

FORSAN ISD- 815 Timothy 
Ln., 4.5 acres, 2 bdrm, 2 bath 
singlewide- Needs Extensive 
Repairs. $29,500.00.  Owner 
Finance. 10% Down, $257. 
monthly. Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

FURNISHED CORPORATE
HOUSING AVAILABLE FOR 
LEASE!! All bills paid with Ca-
ble and High Speed Internet. 
Please call James at 
(432)816-4453.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website   
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

Real Estate for Sale
OWNER FINANCED! Easy 
Terms, no closing costs! 1307 
Mt. Vernon, 808 Settles, 2401 
Main, 1601 Lark and 1104 
Pickens. Call Lana at TruStar 
RE (432)264-8166.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

OWNER FINANCE,
$535.78/month. 1403 Tucson 
in Big Spring. Call agent 
432-270-4271.

REDUCED- 3547 Sq. Ft. Brick-  
4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 3 living 
rooms,  2 car garage, 1-1/2 
acres. 8403 Gail Hwy. Below 
appraisal $179,500.00. 
432-270-4646. 

THE GOVERNMENT has a 
Short One Time Offer to Assist 
You in Buying a Home. Bad 
Credit OK, No Out of Pocket 
Down Payment and Military 
Discount. Call (432)263-3461 
for appointment.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
2003 F350 Crew cab 4x4, 8”lift, 
ranch hand grill front & back, 
Camo interior. $12,000. OBO. 
Call (432)264-6039 or 
(903)818-5279.

2006 3 Quarter Ton Toyota Pi-
cante 8 cylinder. Low mileage- 
$15,800.00. Also have dinning 
table w/four chairs. 607 Circle 
Drive, (432)264-1546.

2006 FORD Explorer, 45k 
miles, V-6, new tires, with 3 
row seat, $13,800.00. Excellent 
Condition. Call (432)267-2735. 

2008 CHEVY Cobalt LT., 4 
Door, automatic, power win-
dows & doors, cruise control, 
air. 12,800 miles. Excellent 
Condition. $12,200. Call 
(432)270-5803 after 5:30 pm.

1993 FORD Taurus air condi-
tioning, radio, original factory 
wheels, good gas mileage 
$650 OBO. Call (432)816-1550 
may finance.

TexSCAN Week of                   
May 24, 2009

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ALL CASH VENDING! Do you earn $800 in a
day? Your own local candy route. 25 machines
and candy. All for $9,995. 1-888-625-5481.
Multi Vend, LLC.
SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME . Electric-
ity, the perfect business. Residual income.
No inventory, deliveries or collections. No
experience necessary. service, not products.
100% Recession proof. http://chaz.igniteinc.
biz 1-512-906-9800

DRIVERS 
OTR DRIVERS:  JOIN PTL!  Top pay!
Required 12 months experience and CDL-A.
Out 10-14 days. No felon or DUI past 5 years.
1-877-740-6262,company. www.ptl-inc.com.
1-888-417-1155, O/O’s.
OWNER-OPERATORS with heavy duty truck/
tractor and 48-52 ft. wedge/stepdeck trailer. Must
have 9,000 lb. winch, ramps and center rail. Baker
Transport hauls cargo trailers from AZ, TX and GA
to many destinations. Check us at qualitydriveway.
com under recruiting or call 1-866-764-1601.

EDUCATION
STUDY AT HOME and Graduate with your High
School Diploma in less than 3 months!  Nation-
ally Accredited, Free Brochure: 1-877-926-6699.
Nationwide Academy- Also Available in Spanish

HEALTH INSURANCE
BEST PLANS AND RATES in Texas for indi-
vidual and groups. Most pre-existing conditions
covered. Maternity, dental, accident, disability and
cancer stand-alone plans available. Call 1-877-611-
4829, www.texashealthinsurancemadesimple.com

MISCELLANEOUS
AIRLINES ARE HIRING, Train for high paying
aviation maintenance career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if qualified. Housing
available. Call  Aviation Institute of Maintenance,
1-888-349-5387.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers, Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-866-
858-2121, www.CenturaOnline.com

REAL ESTATE
TEXAS & OLD MEXICO: Affordable hunting
& fishing property. 100 acres for $79,000 with
10% down & no credit check. All sizes available
up to 20,000 acres. Call 1-877-77-BIGLAND
(1-877-772-4452)
78 ACRES, SOUTH of Sonora. Rugged and heavy
cover. End of road, borders large ranch. $995/acre,
owner or TX Vet financing. 830-257-5572. www.
texasranchland.com
$93 MONTH BUYS land for RV, MH or cabin.
Gated entry, $590 down, ($5900/10.91%/7yr) 90
days same as cash, Guaranteed fi nancing, 1-936-
377-3235

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

To Order: Call This Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service at

1-800-749-4793 Today!

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad .................$500

307 Newspapers, 1,018,298 Circulation
North Region Only ........$230

99 Newspapers, 270,048 Circulation
South Region Only .......$230

107 Newspapers, 501,689 Circulation
West Region Only .........$230

101 Newspapers, 246,561 Circulation

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV/motor home/
house, pier, boat ramp, pool, clubhouse, gated entry,
on Lake Fork, $690 down ($6900/10.91%/7yr)
Guaranteed fi nancing, 1-214-696-2315
ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW  Lake
Medina/Bandera 1/4 acre tract, central W/S/E,
RV/motor home/house, OK only $830 down $235
month (12.91%/10yr), Guaranteed financing,
More information call 1-830-460-8354
GOT LAND? WE finance quality, custom-built
homes for ZERO down and no payments for 6 mos.
NEW $8,000 tax credit makes it even easier to build!
Call Today! 1-800-756-2506, www.ubh.com
OWNER SACRIFICE MUST sell quickly. 1
acre with lake access on 44,752 acre lake for
only $19,900! Owner finance, won’t last. Call
now. 1-888-316-5253.
TEXAS & OLD MEXICO: Affordable hunting &
fishing property. 100 acres for $79,000 with 10%
down & no credit check. All sizes available up to
20,000 acres. Call Randy at 1-877-818-3257.

RVS FOR SALE
REPO SALE! TRAVEL trailers, fifth wheels,
Must go! Call 1-866-813-2770.

Visit Us
Online

at
bigspringherald.com

9060
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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Expanding voter participation

Cheney? GOP, you can do better

A
lmost half a year has 
passed, but the 2008 
election still looms 
as an epochal event. 

With a record voter turnout, 
the American people, includ-
ing members of many groups 
who have been 
excluded from the 
political process, 
changed the face of 
the nation’s leader-
ship and the direc-
tion of our public 
policies.

In many ways, 
this view is not 
only optimistic 
but realistic. More 
than 133 million 
Americans cast 
ballots in the elec-
tion last year — 
the largest number of voters in 
U.S. history and 9 million more 
than in 2004. Four constituen-
cies that have historically been 
under-represented — African 
Americans, Hispanics, unmar-
ried women and young voters 
(ages 18-29) — provided the 
margin of victory for President 
Obama.

But the other side of the story 
is that 79 million eligible Ameri-
cans did not vote. Forty-four 
million of these non-voters were 
not registered, and another four 
million were discouraged from 
voting because of burdensome 
policies, such as voter identifica-
tion requirements.

Disproportionate numbers of 
non-voters belong to the very 
groups that have historically 
been excluded. African Ameri-
can turnout increased dramati-
cally in 2008, but, in 2004, only 
60 percent of African Americans 
voted. Meanwhile, in 2008, 
among voting-age Americans, 
21.5 million young people, 20.4 
million unmarried women, and 
9.8 million Hispanics did not 
vote.

Why did 79 million Ameri-
cans — more than the total 
population of Great Britain or 
France — not vote in an historic 

election after an exciting cam-
paign? As Professor Nathaniel 
Persily of Columbia Law School 
testified before the Senate Rules 
Committee, “The United States 
continues to make voting more 
burdensome than any other 
industrialized democracy.”

As an organization focused on 
encouraging the political partici-
pation of the nation’s 53 million 
unmarried women, Women’s 
Voices. Women Vote recently 
released a report, “Access to De-
mocracy: Identifying Obstacles 
Hindering the Right to Vote” by 
Scott E. Thomas, former chair-
man of the Federal Elections 
Commission, and Alicia C. Ins-
ley and Jenifer L. Carrier.

The report found that many 
states have confusing and cum-
bersome registration require-
ments, limited options to cast 
ballots before Election Day, com-
plicated voter ID requirements, 
inconsistent rules regarding 
casting and counting provisional 
ballots, and varied regulations 
regarding the maintenance of 
voter lists. These obstacles make 
registering and voting especially 
difficult for underrepresented 
groups who tend to move more 
often, have less formal education 
and income, hold jobs where 
they can’t take time off during 
the day, and, especially among 
immigrants, lack common forms 
of identification.

The best way to encourage 
voter participation is to enact a 
Federal Universal Voter Regis-
tration Act. This would establish 
a national mandate for universal 
voter registration within each 
state. Federal funds would be 
provided to the states to create 
permanent voter registration 
systems that will allow voters 
to stay on the rolls when they 
move.

Short of this comprehensive 
initiative, five other reforms 
would bring the nation closer to 
the goal of full voter participa-
tion.

First, same day registration 
would allow eligible Americans 

to register on Election Day. In 
the 2008 presidential election, 
voter participation rates were 
highest in the states that allowed 
same day registration — 69 per-
cent, compared to 62 percent.

Second, there needs to be more 
clarity about voter qualifica-
tions, including whether people 
without permanent addresses 
or felons who have served their 
time are now eligible to vote. 
Qualifications should be similar 
in different states; the nation 
must not return to the days 
when arbitrary poll taxes and 
literacy tests set discriminatory 
standards in some parts of the 
country.

Third, registration deadlines 
should not vary from Election 
Day to a month or more before.

Americans who are excited 
about a presidential campaign 
debate a week before the election 
should not be told it is too late to 
register and vote.

Fourth, registration should be 
brought into the 21st Century. 
Busy Americans should be al-
lowed to register online so that 
they do not have to wait in line.

Fifth, there should be “no 
excuses” early and absentee 
voting. As of January, 2009, 32 
states allow no-excuse early vot-
ing, 15 require excuses, and four 
do not allow early voting at all. 
There is no reason why states 
should not allow no-excuses 
early voting.

The U.S. still lags behind most 
other advanced democracies in 
the percentage of the population 
that votes in national elections. 
We can correct this condition by 
simply removing the obstacles 
to expanding American democ-
racy.

Page Gardner is the president 
and CEO of Women’s Voices. 
Women Vote, a nonprofit, non-
partisan organization dedicated 
to increasing the involvement 
of women in the public policy 
process.

Copyright 2009 by the American 
Forum.

C
ome on, my Republican 
friends, you can do bet-
ter than this. From Rush 
Limbaugh (who doesn’t 

want the job) to Mike Steele 
(who wanted it until he got it) 
back to Dick Cheney?

Has anyone 
heard of new 
faces, new ideas, 
“change” — all the 
things Americans 
voted for over-
whelmingly?

The fact that 
the president was 
rebuked by his 
own party in both 
the Senate and the 
House this week 
on the closing of 
Gitmo makes clear 
that there is a debate to be had 
in this country about terrorism: 
about where to keep suspected 
terrorists, and where and how to 
try them; about what to do with 
detainees no country will take, 
which is not exactly a reassur-
ing reason for bringing them 
here.

I greatly admire the president 
for his principled views on tor-
ture and detention and the rule 
of law, but that doesn’t mean I’m 
sure he’s right. How could I be 
sure? How can anyone be sure 
of anything when dealing with 
men and women who at least 
might be determined to kill all 
our children and destroy every-
thing we believe in?

Indeed, it is precisely because 
these are such serious, difficult 

and inherently uncertain ques-
tions that Dick Cheney is get-
ting the attention he is. I know 
many smart and well-informed 
conservatives who firmly be-
lieve it was wiretapping and 
waterboarding that kept us safe 
for the last eight years. I’d like 
to say they’re wrong, like a good 
screaming TV liberal, but how 
would I know, really? How do 
they?

Would we have gotten the 
same information without 
resorting to enhanced interroga-
tion techniques? Would we have 
discovered as much if judicially 
approved warrants, based on 
standards of at least some objec-
tive “cause,” had been required 
for those wiretaps? These are 
questions that really can’t even 
be intelligently addressed with-
out access to classified informa-
tion.

Even then, there’s no way to 
know for sure what we would or 
wouldn’t have learned had we 
not done what we did to get it.

No, it’s not the debate that 
troubles me. I think a debate like 
this is a healthy exercise in a de-
mocracy, even if the bottom line 
is that this is the sort of issue on 
which we elect presidents, the 
sort of issue that should turn on 
judgment, not poll numbers.

It’s the debaters. Whether 
it’s politically wise or not (con-
sidering his need to keep the 
country behind him to inspire 
confidence on the economy), 
President Obama is out there, as 

the nation’s leader, offering his 
views. In an ideal world, with a 
different vice president (Hillary 
for Veep in ‘12?), this might be a 
perfect job for a vice president. 
A sitting vice president. Not the 
former one.

There is a long tradition 
that says the former president 
doesn’t criticize his successor 
publicly, particularly in mat-
ters of foreign policy. Having 
the former vice president do it 
is hardly much of an improve-
ment. But protocol and respect 
aren’t the only reasons Cheney 
is a poor spokesman for Repub-
licans.

When he left office, Cheney’s 
approval rating was down to 
the immediate family. He had 
dodged so many bullets in office 
— remember Scooter Libby? 
— that, health issues aside, the 
idea of him succeeding his boss 
was out of the question. His 
defenders adore him, but for 
most Americans, Cheney was a 
symbol of the ugliest of partisan 
politics and the failings of his 
No. 1, who allowed him to wield 
too much power.

Bringing Cheney back brings 
the country back to the period 
we overwhelmingly voted to 
leave behind. If the Republicans 
want to win this debate, or any 
future elections, they need men 
and women who don’t carry 
Cheney’s baggage to take on the 
president.

COPYRIGHT 2009 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE INC.

G
un-rights supporters are scoring some 
big victories these days. The Texas Sen-
ate has approved a bill to allow students 
who have a concealed gun permit to 

carry a gun into dormitories and classrooms. And 
Congress just approved legislation to allow visi-
tors to national parks and national wildlife refug-
es to carry loaded weapons.

The main argument for approving these changes 
is that they will allow people to defend themselves 
in threatening situations until law enforcement 
officers can arrive. The worry is that they will 
overreact and shoot when it’s not necessary, or 
accidentally shoot the wrong people.

More generally, is society really growing more 
dangerous? Do we need more legally armed but 
not professionally trained people wielding con-
cealed weapons in public places?

The campus gun bill was inspired — in part, at 
least — by the Virginia Tech massacre in 2007, 
when a deranged student shot and killed 32 stu-
dents.

Sen. Jeff Wentworth, R-San Antonio, is author 
of the campus gun bill. In defending his bill in 
Senate debate, he said, “I would feel personally 
guilty if I woke up some morning and something 
like this had occurred in Texas. They were picked 
off like sitting ducks...in Virginia. It does happen 
very rarely, but when it does, it is catastrophic.”

But if his bill becomes law, will Wentworth feel 
equally guilty if a fraternity house or dorm room 
dispute, fueled by alcohol, suddenly escalates into 
gunfire and someone is shot, whether on purpose 
or accidentally, by a drunk student with a con-
cealed weapon permit? Or by a student without a 
permit and who grabs the gun of a roommate who 
has one?

Wentworth and a majority of the Senate were 
so determined to let students go armed on cam-
pus that they beat back one amendment to allow a 
university to set up gun-free dormitories for those 
who want to live in one and another to ban guns 
from any place where alcohol is sold or served. 
(Private universities could take such steps under 
his legislation, but not public ones.)

So even those who prefer to take their chances 
by living in a gun-free dorm would not be allowed 
the privilege.

A similar bill died in the House on a technical-
ity. The House would do well to let this bill expire 
as well.

In Congress, gun-rights advocates, led by Re-
publicans but with considerable Democratic sup-
port, overturned a federal regulation that barred 
national park visitors from carrying loaded weap-
ons. The measure would apply to parks and wild-
life refuges the appropriate state law for carrying 
guns.

Last year, in a landmark case, the U.S. Supreme 
Court declared a constitutional right of Ameri-
cans to arm themselves in their own homes for 
their defense. We agreed with that decision.

But Justice Antonin Scalia, the conservative 
who wrote that 5-4 ruling, said it should not be 
taken to cast doubt on “laws forbidding the carry-
ing of firearms in sensitive places such as schools 
and government buildings, or laws imposing con-
ditions and qualifications on the commercial sale 
of arms.”

Texas doesn’t have much in the way of national 
parks or refuges, and state law already allows visi-
tors to carry weapons into state parks. But the Leg-
islature should not require university campuses 
to allow concealed weapons into dormitories and 
classrooms.

The AmericAn-STATeSmAn

AuSTin

Concealed guns
on campus bill
not a good idea

a small Prayer

We’re prepared for the unexpected, Lord, 
when we have You.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

AC & HEATING

Crossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &

 Ice Machines
We service all makes

and models!
Cell: (432) 270-0501

24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C 27

04
0

CROSSROADS REF-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:08:18 PM

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

TACLB006982E

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

16693 johnson sheet metal REVISED 4-21-09.indd   1 4/20/09   4:46:13 PM

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

AC & HEATING

BTS
Heating And Air
Servicing All Brands

Licensed And Insured

432-213-3861
TACLB00027937E 16

91
7

"Our Low Overhead Saves You Money?

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Castle 
Construction

Construct, Remodel or Repair
Your Castle

Remodeling, room additions, 
ceramic tile, cabinets, wood decks, 

doors & windows, fencing and 
repairs.

Devon Butler
432-466-3531 17131

17131 castle construction.indd   1 3/25/09   8:47:31 AM

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

BRICK

17
30

1

Concrete & Masonry
• Brick Work • Sidewalks

•Driveways
• Block Fences • Stucco • Etc.

Call Rey For
Free Estimate

(432) 517-2093

DIRT WORK

17349

J & W DIRT WORK
432-213-5342

Experienced / References
Good Rates

Free Estimates!!!

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33

8

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Alleys • Tilling
Hauling • Tree Trimming

Cleanout Storage Buildings
Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service
816-6150 - Cell

267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES 16624

16624 danny scoggin-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:10:37 PM

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Lawn Service

Top Notch
Lawn Service
Lawns•Trees•Shrubs

Flower Beds•Sprinkler Repair 
Alleys Cleaned & Mowed

Pressure Washing
Commercial & Residential

Brad (432) 213-0031
Experienced - Quality Work

Satisfaction Guaranteed 16
82

6

16826-Top Notch Lawn.indd   1 3/13/09   9:21:57 AM

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed From $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

ESTATE SALE APPRAISER

16 Years Exp.,  
Free Estimates,  

References available 
upon request.

Call  Danny Crawford
 (432) 466-9887 1

6
3

7
9

1

POOLS

Call for all your
Pool Maintenance

and More!!

POOL DECKS
and PAINTING

PUMPS • FILTERS
LINERS

ABEL MORELION (432) 213-5521
213-0178 • 213-5383

1319 Tuscon Rd. • Big Spring, TX 79720 17
45

71

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

CHURCH

THE CALVARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

1200 WEST FOURTH STREET
WELCOME!

JESUS HAS A
PLACE FOR YOU HERE.

177901

HOME IMPROVEMENT

New Improvement 
Remodeling

177881

Richard Ruiz, Owner
4213 Hamilton

Big Spring, Tx 79720
Phone 432-213-8290

Acoustic, Texture and
new phaze of carpentry

Painting & Ceramic Tile

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Hodges Construction
Bathroom, Kitchen and 

complete home remodeling and 
repairs. Painting, custom built 
cabinets, and laminate counter 
tops. Floor tile and glass block.

Call

432-213-7686 16
57

51

LAWN SERVICE

MIKEY LIKES IT
HARD WORK

TREES - LAWNS - LOTS - FENCES
ALMOST ANYTHING

178641

MIKE JOHNSON
432-816-1796

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SALE
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 FURNITURE MOVER
Carter's Furniture Movers
One Bedroom, Two Bedroom, 

Three Bedroom
We can move it all,

Nothing Too Small or Big 
Load Uhauls and Unload
Senior Citizens Discounts

For Estimates

Call (432)  517-4131

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SALE
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds



NatioN/World 5ABig Spring Herald
Wednesday, May 27, 2009

Stalkers use cell phones to make unwanted calls to victims and leave 
threatening voice and text messages. Cell phones with global positioning 
systems can even be used to track victim movements.

Stalking is a crime. If you or someone you know is a victim of stalking,
we can help. 

Test Your Technology IQ
The above item is:
A. A useful communication tool.
B. A way to stay in touch with friends.
C. A portable entertainment center.

D. An instrument of fear.

S t a l k i n gr e s o u r c e  c e n t e r
www.ncvc.org/src

S t a l k i n gr e s o u r c e  c e n t e r
1-800-FYI-CALL

This document was developed under grant number 2004-WT-AX-K050 from the Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) of the U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions and views expressed
in this document are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the Office on Violence Against Women of the U.S. Department of Justice.

Victim Service
263-3312

www.vsofbigspring.com

179051

28992

KIM L. BANGO, MD
Board Certified in Family Medicine

432-263-0500
1608 W. FM 700, Suite D

Big Spring, Texas

“Accepting New Patients”

Se Habla Espanol

Ravikumar Vemuru, M.D.
             Board Certified In Internal
             Medicine Gastroenterology

Syam Vemulapalli, M.D.
             Board Certified In Internal
            Medicine Gastroenterology

www.permiangi.com
315 E. 15th • (432) 333-3433 16374

Permian Gastroenterology Associates, LLP
  • Colon Cancer Screening   • Heart Burn
  • Abdominal Pain    • Constipation   
  • Rectal Bleeding   • Diarrhea

16374 permian gas.indd   1 2/17/09   3:27:14 PM

GM bankruptcy likely after bond offer fails
DETROIT (AP) — A General 

Motors Corp. bankruptcy fil-
ing seemed inevitable after 
a rebellion by its bondhold-
ers forced it to withdraw on 
Wednesday a plan to swap 
bond debt for company 
stock.

GM has until Monday to 
complete a government-
ordered restructuring that 
includes debt reduction, labor 
cost cuts and plant closures. 
But a Chapter 11 reorganiza-
tion is likely after the compa-
ny said its offer to exchange 
$27 billion in unsecured debt 
for 10 percent of the com-
pany’s stock had failed. GM 
has received $19.4 billion in 
federal loans.

The move came as cross-
town rival Chrysler LLC 
headed to court Wednesday 
to ask bankruptcy judge for 
permission to sell the bulk of 
its assets to a group headed 
by Italy’s Fiat Group SpA in 
hopes of saving itself from 
liquidation. Attorneys for 
Chrysler maintain that the 
Fiat deal is the company’s 
only hope to avoid being 
sold piece by piece, but car 
dealers, debtholders, former 
employees and others are 
protesting.

Chrysler filed for bank-
ruptcy protection April 30, 

after the government ended 
talks with a group of holdout 
debtholders. Both automak-
ers were pulled down by over-
whelming debt, high pension, 
health care and other labor 
costs relative to competitors, 
a global auto sales slump and 
a dismal U.S. housing market 
that pulled down demand for 
pickup trucks, their top-sell-
ing vehicles.

News of the failed GM bond 
exchange offer sent its shares 
down 12 cents, or 8.3 percent, 
to $1.32 in morning trading.

John Pottow, a professor at 
the University of Michigan 
who specializes in bankrupt-
cy, said GM evading Chapter 
11 now is almost impossible.

“They said no. That’s it. 
They tried. That’s why they’re 
going to have to file for bank-
ruptcy,” Pottow said.

GM spokesman Tom 
Wilkinson said the board will 
meet later this week to decide 
its next move, but he would 
not say exactly when. He also 
would not say if the company 
would soon file for Chapter 
11, nor would he reveal what 
percentage of bondholders 
took the offer.

The Obama administration 
has said it would only pro-
vide more funds if 90 percent 
of the bondholders, as well 

as unionized workers, agreed 
to concessions that substan-
tially reduced GM’s costs.

GM also said it canceled 
meetings set for Wednesday 
with holders of notes that 
were not sold in U.S. dollars. 
The statement said the meet-
ings were to discuss amend-
ments to the debt-for-equity 
offers, but it did not specify 
what the amendments were.

There was a small hope 
Tuesday that GM could avoid 
a bankruptcy filing when the 
United Auto Workers union 
disclosed that it would take 
a 20 percent stake in GM — 
down from the original plan 
of 39 percent. 

That seemingly freed 19 
percent of the Detroit-based 
company’s shares to sweeten 
the pot for its recalcitrant 
bondholders.

Wilkinson would not say 
why GM didn’t make the 
offer to bondholders more 
attractive.

Because the bondholder 
deal did not go through, the 
equity freed by the UAW deal 
now apparently will go to 
the U.S. government, which 
may have to commit billions 
more for GM’s restructuring 
in court.

The government’s stake in 
the company originally was 

to be 50 percent, according to 
GM’s regulatory filings. But 
it now could be as high as 69 
percent. The Canadian gov-
ernment also could get equity 
for up to $8 billion in aid for 
the automaker.

Such an arrangement would 
leave bondholders back where 
they started — and a Chapter 
11 filing all but certain. The 
deadline for GM’s bondhold-
ers to tender their debt was 
midnight Tuesday.

Automakers worldwide are 
struggling as the global reces-
sion has reduced demand for 
new vehicles. 

But GM and Chrysler have 
been particularly hobbled 
by promises to cover the 
health and pension costs of 
tens of thousands of union-
ized retirees — along with 
recent record-high gasoline 
prices that reduced demand 
for their low-mileage trucks 
and SUVs.

The UAW disclosed 
Tuesday it agreed to take a 
much smaller 17.5 percent 
stake in GM, plus a warrant 
for an added 2.5 percent stake 
to partially fund the $20 bil-
lion that GM must put into 
a trust that will start paying 
retiree health care costs next 
year.

In exchange for agree-

ing to a lower equity own-
ership stake, GM promised 
the union $6.5 billion of pre-
ferred shares that pay 9 per-
cent interest, plus a $2.5 bil-
lion note. The union, facing 
the possibility that it may 
not be able to quickly sell 
GM shares to fund its trust, 
preferred the certainty of the 
$585 million annual dividend 
that accompanies the pre-
ferred shares.

The remaining $10 billion 
will come from health care 
trust funds that GM already 
has set up. 

The trust will get a seat on 
GM’s board as well, although 
it will have to vote at the 
direction of GM’s other inde-
pendent directors. The con-
cession deal, on which rough-
ly 61,000 workers will vote by 
Thursday, also froze wages 
and cut retiree health care 
benefits, performance bonus-
es and cost-of-living raises.

GM had said previously 
that the government was pre-
venting it from offering bond-
holders more than 10 percent 
of the restructured company.

Some analysts said GM’s 
bondholders may be holding 
out for better terms in bank-
ruptcy, where they would 
normally get up to 40 percent 
of their holdings back.

Chrysler heads to court for key hearing
NEW YORK (AP) — 

The future of Chrysler 
hangs in the balance 
as it heads to court 
Wednesday to ask a 
bankruptcy judge for 
permission to sell the 
bulk of its assets to a 
group headed by Italy’s 
Fiat in hopes of saving 
itself from liquidation.

Attorneys for Chrysler 
LLC maintain that the 
deal with Fiat Group 
SpA is the company’s 
only hope to avoid being 
sold off piece by piece, 
but the agreement 
remains controversial 
with more than 100 
objections to the sale 
filed by the automaker’s 

dealers, bondholders, 
former employees and 
others.

However, if the deal 
doesn’t close by June 15, 
Fiat could back out.

Also Wednesday, 
rival U.S.-based auto-
maker General Motors 
Corp. moved a step 
closer toward its own 
bankruptcy filing after 
a rebellion by its bond-
holders forced it to 
withdraw a plan to swap 
bond debt for company 
stock.

Detroit-based GM has 
until Monday to com-
plete a government-
ordered restructuring 
that includes debt reduc-

tion, labor cost cuts and 
plant closures. But a 
Chapter 11 reorganiza-
tion is likely after the 
company said its offer 
to exchange $27 billion 
in unsecured debt for 
10 percent of the com-
pany’s stock had failed. 
GM has received $19.4 
billion in federal loans.

The automaker said 
its board will meet to 
decide its next step.

Automakers world-
wide are struggling as 
the global recession 
has reduced demand 
for new vehicles. But 
GM and Chrysler have 
been particularly hob-
bled by promises to 

cover the health and 
pension costs of tens of 
thousands of unionized 
retirees — along with 
recent record-high gaso-
line prices that reduced 
demand for their low-
mileage trucks and 
SUVs.

On Tuesday, Chrysler 
avoided a possible road-
block to its sale when a 
U.S. district judge ruled 
that a legal review of its 
bankruptcy proceedings 
wasn’t needed before 

the sale hearing could 
take place.

Judge Thomas Griesa 
denied a withdrawal 
motion from attorneys 
representing a pair 
of Indiana state pen-
sion funds and a state 
construction fund. 
The funds had argued 
that a review was 
needed because of the 
unprecedented involve-
ment of the Treasury 
Department in the case 
and its use of federal 

bailout funds for bank-
ruptcy financing.

Chrysler released a 
statement late Tuesday 
saying that it was pleased 
with Griesa’s decision 
and looked forward to 
Wednesday’s hearing in 
bankruptcy court. Last 
week, attorneys for the 
funds asked U.S. Judge 
Arthur Gonzalez to post-
pone the sale hearing in 
order to give the district 
court time to rule, but 
that motion was denied.

CITY
Continued from Pg. 3A

 came on the heels of 
the closing of Munici-
pal Auditorium, which 
failed to meet ADA spec-
ifications and is part of 
a law suit that has been 

brought against the city. 
City officials had already 
given the go-ahead sev-
eral months ago to open 
the pool without use of 
the poolhouse, in hopes 
of serving local citizens 
without breaking fed-
eral laws.

The meeting will is ex-
pected to get under way 

at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday in 
the City Council Cham-
bers, located at 307 E. 
Fourth Street.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com
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JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

REALTY ROOFING RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

Ventura-3-13-09.indd   1 3/13/09   9:16:29 AM

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins
432.213.5454

Pat Rutledge
432.270.7706

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

WELDING

Whiteley Bros. Construction

175531

Metal buildings
Welding
Demolition

Walter Whiteley
325-733-5820

Dakota Whiteley
432-599-0233

References Available

Boat docks
Oil field
Fencing

Office 325-644-1010

175531 whiteley bros-4-16 REVISED.indd   1 4/20/09   4:46:47 PM

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

PAINTING

Tonn Painting
For A Brush Of Class
Residential & Commercial

25 Years Exp.
FREE ESTIMATES

Home 432-264-7222
Cell 832-488-5292 17449

RESTAURANT

TEXAS CAJUN CAFE
Open 7 Days A Week

Starting May 31st
Sunday's Seafood Buffet

11:00 a.m - 9:00 p.m.
HIRING

802 West I-20
between Exxon & Advantage Inn Motel

432-264-7686 161622

ROOFING

Independent
Roofing

Specializing in Shingles and Hot Tar 
Repairs, Roll Roofing and Cool Seal.

Any Kind Of Patch Work
ALL WORK GUARANTEED!

160761

Free Estimates!
432-935-8129

TAROT CARD READER

"Curandera"
Palm and tarot card reader 
and advisor. Helps you 
with all your problems of 
life.
Le ayuda con todos clases 
de problemas!

325-651-6778
163721

Jupiter and Neptune 
have traveled great dis-
tances to align with 
each other in a rare con-
junction that becomes 
exact today. It’s a meld-
ing of grace, bounty, 
faith and evidence. 
Physical abundance 
springs from mystical 
sources. Stay open to 
signs of your connec-
tion to all things. Try to 
see the world from 
another person’s point 
of view. 

A R I E S 
( M a r c h 
2 1 - A p r i l 
19). You 
have two 
r e a l l y 
attractive 
q u a l i t i e s 
going for 
you today. 
First, you 
know what 
you want. 
Second, you have no 
fear about going and 
getting it. Because of 
this, you’ll be admired 
and pursued. 

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). You’re busy 
in your own world and 
you don’t wish to mettle 
in anyone else’s busi-
ness. That’s exactly the 
reason people will relax 
and open up to you. It’s 
funny how much you 
learn when you don’t 
want to know!

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). There’s a lull, but 
you won’t relax. You’re 
convinced another hec-
tic rush is coming any 
minute. Put anxious 
energy to good use by 
handling a mindless 
task. Repetition will 
calm you down.

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). You have 
standards of what you 
will and won’t put up 
with from others. This 
doesn’t make anyone 
feel uncomfortable. In 
fact, people feel more 
comfortable around you 
because they sense that 
you’ll draw clear bound-
aries. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
A little extra attention 

to your image and the 
message you are putting 
out to the world will 
make a big difference in 
the way others respond 
to you. Better than that, 
it will boost the way you 
feel about yourself. 

 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). Cozy up to your 
funny friend or col-
league. This person is 
not always appropriate, 
and half the time you 
don’t know if you’re 
laughing because you’re 
shocked or humored. 
Either way, the chuck-
les bolster your immune 
system. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). You experience 
your feelings with great-
er intensity today. It 
would be wise to show 
some restraint, though. 
Your passion for life is 
wonderful, though it 
could overwhelm the 
milder mannered in 
your midst. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). No matter 
how much you know, 
there’s always more to 
learn. Right now, 
instead of seeking more 
information, apply what 
you already know. It’s 
more than enough to 
make your work stellar.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). You feel safe 
with people who are like 
you. You think you can 
predict what they’ll do 
next. And you guess 
that they won’t be criti-
cal of you since they are 
the same. You’ll be 
around such people 
today.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). Oh, how you 
hate to feel like relation-
ships are a game. Cheesy 
opening lines and 
smooth moves annoy 
you, too. You seek down-
to-earth, real people and 
that’s exactly whom you 
will find now.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). You are dis-
covering that service to 
a noble cause is extreme-
ly rewarding. It brings 
you to who you really 
are. When you get in 

touch with your own 
spirit, you are in touch 
with the spirit of desti-
ny itself. 

PISCES  (Feb. 
19-March 20). Play is 
essential to your well-
ness. You never grow 
out of the need to play; 
you only grow out of 

certain games. It’s about 
time you added variety 
to your playtime to 
stimulate your mind 
and thrill your senses. 

times you lose sight of 
C E L E B R I T Y 

PROFILES: Helena 
Bonham Carter has 
reportedly never had 

formal acting training 
and yet this Oscar-
nominated Gemini is 
lauded for her amazing-
ly versatile performanc-
es. Versatility is a 
Gemini specialty and so 
is super-intelligence. 
Born under a show-stop-
ping Leo moon, Carter 

also has a natural 
instinct for showman-
ship and gravitates 
toward the choices that 
bring the most enter-
tainment value. 

® 2009 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE, INC.

(Family Features) — So you 
have a room that needs updating, 
but you don’t have a lot of time or 
money? Not a problem. These 
quick-fix ideas will spruce up a 
room in no time without empty-
ing your wallet.

Bathroom
• If you like old fashioned tin 

ceilings, try ceiling tile paintable 
wallpaper. It’s textured wallpa-
per that looks like embossed 
white plaster, and you can paint 
it any color you want. Put it up 
under a chair rail to make a 
unique wainscoting in a week-
end.

• For artwork, frame color cop-
ies of prints out of books, maga-
zines or catalogs. If it’s a kids’ 
bathroom, frame some of their 
art.

• A few fresh hand towels and a 
new toilet seat will freshen things 
up, as well.

Bedroom
• A new duvet cover or com-

forter and matching shams will 
instantly change the look of your 
bedroom. Reversible covers give 

you even more design bang for 
your buck.

• Paint an accent wall to bring a 
new color into the room. If your 
other walls are neutral, go with a 
bolder color on the accent wall. If 
the other walls are a strong color, 
pick out a neutral tone.

• Fabric remnants are an inex-
pensive and easy way to dress up 
your room. Recover pillows or 
add a colorful band to your 
drapes. At about one-third of the 
regular fabric price, they’re a 
bargain.

Living Room
• One of the easiest - and cheap-

est - ways to change up a room is 
to rearrange the furniture. Take 
everything out and start over 
with a clean slate. And don’t be 
afraid to poach items from other 
rooms - the mirror in the hall just 
might look perfect behind the 
sofa now.

• Don’t forget the floors. If you 
have wood floors, put the shine 
back into them with wood clean-
er. If you have carpet, add a col-
orful area rug on top for a splash 
of color and to help define an 

area.
• Go green — with plants. 

Whether it’s a single palm leaf in 
a vase or a pretty silk tree, green-
ery adds a lot to a room. For the 
best effect, group plants of vary-
ing heights, fullness and color 
together.

Kitchen
• Replace cabinet hardware 

with decorative pulls and han-
dles. It’s an easy way to add per-
sonality to ordinary cabinetry. 
New switch plates are another 
affordable change that can make 
a difference. 

• Dress up your windows with a 
new valance. A fresh color will 
perk things up in no time. If you 
have solid curtains or sheers, try 
a patterned valance. If the cur-
tains are print, compliment them 
with a solid valance. 

• Add a new throw rug and a 
few fresh kitchen towels and 
you’ve got a brand new look for 
next to nothing.

Some creative thinking and a 
little elbow grease is all it takes 
to make a room feel like new.

Room makeovers that won’t break the budget

Holiday

MatHis
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Today is Wednesday, May 27, 
the 147th day of 2009. There are 
218 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On May 27, 1937, the newly 
completed Golden Gate Bridge 
connecting San Francisco and 
Marin County, Calif., was 
opened to pedestrian traffic. 
(Vehicular traffic began cross-
ing the bridge the next day.)

On this date:
In 1818, American reformer 

Amelia Jenks Bloomer, who 
popularized the garment that 
bears her name — “bloomers” 
— was born in Homer, N.Y.

In 1896, 255 people were killed 
when a tornado struck St. Louis 
and East St. Louis, Ill.

In 1929, Charles A. Lindbergh 
Jr. married Anne Morrow in 
Englewood, N.J.

In 1933, Walt Disney’s 
Academy Award-winning ani-
mated short “The Three Little 
Pigs” was first released.

In 1935, the Supreme Court 
struck down the National 

Industrial Recovery Act.
In 1936, the Cunard liner 

RMS Queen Mary left England 
on its maiden voyage to New 
York.

In 1941, amid rising world 
tensions, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt proclaimed an 
“unlimited national emergen-
cy.” The British navy sank the 
German battleship Bismarck 
off France, with a loss of more 
than 2,100 lives.

In 1964, independent India’s 
first prime minister, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, died.

In 1985, in Beijing, represen-
tatives of Britain and China 
exchanged instruments of rati-
fication on the pact returning 
Hong Kong to the Chinese in 
1997.

In 1993, five people were 
killed in a bombing at the Uffizi 
museum of art in Florence, 
Italy.

Today’s Birthdays: Novelist 
Herman Wouk is 94. Actor 
Christopher Lee is 87. Former 
Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger is 86. Author John 
Barth is 79. Actress Lee 
Meriwether is 74. Musician 
Ramsey Lewis is 74. Actor 
Louis Gossett Jr. is 73. R&B 
singer Raymond Sanders (The 
Persuasions) is 70. Country 

singer Don Williams is 70. 
Actor Bruce Weitz is 66. Singer 
Cilla Black is 66. Sen. 
Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.) is 
65. Singer Bruce Cockburn is 
64. Singer-actress Dee Dee 
Bridgewater is 59. Actor 
Richard Schiff is 54. Singer 
Siouxsie Sioux (The Creatures, 
Siouxsie and the Banshees) is 
52. Rock singer-musician Neil 
Finn (The Finn Brothers) is 51. 
Actress Peri Gilpin is 48. 

Thought for Today: “The 
charm of history and its enig-
matic lesson consist in the fact 
that, from age to age, nothing 
changes and yet everything is 
completely different.” — Aldous 
Huxley, English author (1894-
1963).

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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 Dallas
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 Discovery

 AMC 5
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 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... Moving for 
Christ

(Off Air) Paid Movie: Code 
of Silence, 
Bert Remsen 

Paid Angel BET Morning 
Inspiration

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Paid Millions Tigger

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Sala Arthur Paid Paid Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Martha Robison Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Paid (:15) Movie: 
In the Line 
of Fire, Rene 
Russo 

Paid Charmed Agent SportsCenter 
Consumer SavedBell Sid P90X P90X Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super A Haunting CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford SmartGuy Movers

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Más Sabe el 
Diablo

Movie: 
Guess Who, 
Zoe Saldana 

Dr. Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab CSI: NY ER One Phineas ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Hansen Cash Cab One Suite Life

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Viuda Hagee Dragon Overhaulin’ Movie: Clear 
and Present 
Danger, 
Anne Archer 

CSI: NY ER Hatchett Montana SportsCenter 
Anita Bill Cloud Word Hatchett Wizards

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Media Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im McDonald Super Rides CSI: NY Las Vegas Game Movie: 
Double 
Teamed 

Tennis: 
French Open 
-- Early 
Round -- Day 
4. 

SportsCenter 
MerMedia Home Im Morde Sid Game

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Mariana de 
la Noche

Judge A. News La Tormenta Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World Deadliest 
Catch 

CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: 
Sunset Park, 
Carol Kane 

SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold Home Im Faye H. Garden Phineas

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Valeria Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Nuevo Rico Rachael Ray Just Sanchez Delicious The FBI Files Movie: Heat, 
Val Kilmer

CSI: NY Charmed Suite Life
Consumer Just McGee Taste Suite Life UEFA 

Champions 
League Soc-
cer: Final

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Juro Que Te 
Amo

Judge Guiding Light Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Macphee A Haunting CSI: Crime 
Scn

Charmed SmartGuy Phineas
Judge Yes, Dear Martha SmartGuy Phineas

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Maya Deadliest 
Catch 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order One Phineas
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl One Phineas

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Gospel Fetch Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Game Phineas Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Retro Cyber Cash Cab Game Phineas Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond Cortes BBC Cash Cab Movie: Com-
mando, Dan 
Hedaya 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Bones 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Phineas SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Harris Business Cash Cab Suite Life NASCAR

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Mark News-Lehrer Made CSI: Crime 
Scn

Bones Montana MLB 
Baseball: 
Teams to Be 
Announced. 

Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Montana NFL Live

  :PM
 7 :30

Wipeout Wipeout Cuidado-
Ángel

So You Think 
You Can 
Dance 

George 
Strait: ACM 
Artist of the 
Decade

Más Sabe el 
Diablo

Law Order: 
CI

Payne Israel Great Perfor-
mances

Time Warp Movie: 
Outbreak, 
Morgan 
Freeman

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Movie: I Got 
the Hook-Up 

Movie: 
Hatching 
Pete

NBA Shoot-
aroundPayne House

  :PM
 8 :30

Goode Goode Mañana es El Rostro de 
Analia

Law & Order: 
SVU

Payne Light of the 
Southwest

American 
Masters 

MythBusters Deadliest 
Warrior

Movie: 
Ocean’s 
Eleven, Andy 
Garcia 

NBA 
Basketball: 
West Final 
-- Nuggets at 
Lakers

Surviving Surviving Payne Phineas

  :PM
 9 :30

The Unusu-
als 

The Unusu-
als 

Don Fran-
cisco

TMZ Criminal 
Minds 

Sin Senos Law & Order Browns Pitchmen The Ultimate 
Fighter

Game Wizards Baseball 
TonightRaymond El Cartel Browns Stamps Game Montana

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticiero News Payne Israel Charlie Rose Time Warp Movie: 
Starsky & 
Hutch 

Deadliest 
Warrior

Movie: I Got 
the Hook-Up 

Suite Life SportsCtr.
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Más Sabe el 

Diablo
Tonight Show Payne Dr. Young Movie: 

Ocean’s 
Eleven, Andy 
Garcia 

So Raven NASCAR SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Escuelita 
VIP

Law Order: 
CI

My Boys CCM Smiley MythBusters CSI: Crime 
Scn

Life De UEFA 
Champions 
League Soc-
cer: Final

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Decisiones 
de

Late Night-
Jim

Sex & House Smiley Cory

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Contra 
Viento

RENO 911 Sex & Israel (Off Air) Pitchmen Breaking 
Bad

Police 
Shootout

Game Replace Baseball
News Marketing Consumer Insider Pagado News Movie: 

George of 
the Jungle 

Sanchez Game Kim Fastbreak

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Basco Mujer... Friends Entertain Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Light of the 
Southwest

Everest: Limit Movie: An 
Offi cer and a 
Gentleman, 
Louis Gos-
sett Jr. 

Police Shoot. Cold Case The Deal Emperor MLB 
Baseball: 
Teams to Be 
Announced.

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Güereja Consumer Paid Pelicula: 

Hoy He 
Soñado con 
Dios

Dragon

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

RENO 911 (:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young Paid Amazing 
Video

Cold Case Played Proud NBA Bas-
ketball: West 
Final

Paid Hatchett Young Movie: 
Mouse Hunt, 
Vicki Lewis 

Teleworld Played Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: 
Scream 2, 
Courteney 
Cox

Last Call Sprna Teleworld Paid Without a 
Trace

BET Inspira-
tion

Recess SportsCenter 
Anita Early Tdy Victory Paid Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Grohman P90X All Heaven Ab Se Without a 
Trace

Lilo Stitch Baseball SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Light Popoff Paid Lilo Stitch Fastbreak
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— More than 90 percent 
of economists predict 
the recession will end 
this year, although the 
recovery is likely to be 
bumpy.

That assessment came 
from leading forecast-
ers in a survey by the 
National Association 
for Business Economics 
to be released 
Wednesday. It is gen-
erally in line with the 
outlook from Federal 
Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke and his col-
leagues.

About 74 percent of 
the forecasters expect 
the recession — which 
started in December 
2007 and is the longest 
since World War II — to 
end in the third quarter. 
Another 19 percent pre-
dict the turning point 
will come in the final 
three months of this 
year, and the remain-
ing 7 percent believe the 
recession will end in the 
first quarter of 2010.

“While the overall 
tone remains soft, there 
are emerging signs that 
the economy is stabiliz-
ing,” said NABE presi-
dent Chris Varvares, 
head of Macroeconomic 
Advisers. “The econom-
ic recovery is likely to be 
considerably more mod-
erate than those typical-
ly experienced follow-
ing steep declines.”

One of the major 
forces that plunged the 
economy into a reces-
sion was the financial 
crisis that struck with 
force last fall and was 
the worst since the 
1930s. Economists say 
recoveries after finan-
cial crises tend to be 
slower.

Against that back-
drop, unemployment 
will climb this year 

even if the economy is 
rebounding, the NABE 
forecasters predict. 
Companies won’t be in 
a rush to hire until they 
feel certain any recov-
ery is firmly rooted.

For all of this year, 
the forecasters said the 
unemployment rate 
should average 9.1 per-
cent, a big jump from 
5.8 percent last year 
and up from its current 
quarter-century peak 
of 8.9 percent. If NABE 
forecasters are right, 
it would be the high-
est since a 9.6 percent 
rate in 1983, when the 
country was struggling 
to recover from a severe 
recession.

Some forecasters 
thought the unemploy-
ment rate could rise as 
high as 10.7 percent in 
the second quarter of 
next year. The NABE 
outlook from 45 econo-
mists was conducted 
April 27 through May 
11.

General Motors 
Corp., chemical 
company DuPont 
and Clear Channel 
Communications Inc. 
were among the compa-
nies announcing mass 
layoffs during the sur-
vey period.

With joblessness ris-
ing, consumers — major 
shapers of overall eco-
nomic activity — likely 
will stay cautious, mak-
ing for a tepid turn-

around. And given the 
big bite the recession 
has taken out of house-
hold wealth, notably 
the values of homes and 
investment portfolios, 
consumers probably 
will stay subdued for 
some time.

Seventy-one percent of 
the forecasters believe a 
more-thrifty consumer 
will be around for at 
least the next five years. 
Americans’ personal 
savings rate edged up 
to 4.2 percent in March, 
marking the first time 
in a decade that the 
savings rate has been 
above 4 percent for three 
straight months.

Even as the NABE 
forecasters believe the 
country will emerge 
from recession later 
this year, they also pre-
dict the economy’s over-
all performance in 2009 
will be rotten.

The economy should 
contract by 2.8 percent 
this year, the forecast-
ers said in updated pro-
jections. That’s worse 
than the 1.9 percent 
drop they forecast in 
late February. If they 
are right, it would mark 
the worst annual con-
traction since 1946, 
when economic activity 
fell by 11 percent.

Still, the forecast-
ers believe the worst 
is already behind the 
country in terms of lost 
economic activity.

The economy shrank 
at a 6.1 percent annu-
alized pace in the first 
three months of this 
year, on top of a 6.3 
percent decline in the 

final three months of 
last year, the worst six-
month performance in 
50 years.

For the current April-
June quarter, the NABE 

forecasters believe the 
economy will shrink at 
a pace of 1.8 percent. 
After that, the economy 
should start growing 
again.
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BOX FRONT BONANZA
$300
$500

and full color
box fronts on all

newspaper boxes
in circulation

area for one week.

*1/4 page(s) ad(s) must run during 
week of box fronts

First come first serve!

710 Scurry
432-263-7331

advertising@bigspringherald.com
175791

Get 1
Full Process Qtr. Page.

Get 2
Full Process Qtr. Pages.

OR

Crossroads of West Texas Golf Classic 
Big Spring Country Club Golf Course 

Big Spring, TX 
Shootout, May 29, 

 Tournament May 30 & 31 
sponsored by 

                      The Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce 
                          ATMOS Energy ~Water, Water Culligan Dealer  
 
Limited to the first 100 paid teams. 
 

2 man teams with scramble format. 
 

Pre-Flighting by tournament committee and local golf pro. 
(Handicap required) 
 

All applicable announced tournament rules final except by committee approval. 
 

Winners may receive pro shop merchandise at 100% of winnings OR may take cash 
at 70% winnings. 100% of entry fees will be paid back to the participants. 
 

All entries must be accompanied by cash, check or credit card. 
NO CHARGES OR UNPAID RESERVATIONS. 
 

Entry fee includes: 
 BBQ Lunch on Saturday and Sunday 
 Free Beverages 
 Friday afternoon shootout – May 29th 

Sponsored by Water, Water your Culligan Dealer. 
 ATMOS Hospitality Tent 

 
 
 
 

ENTRY FEE IS $180 PER TEAM.  
ALL ENTRIES ARE TO BE PAID IN ADVANCE. 

NO EXCEPTIONS. NO REFUNDS AFTER May 15th. 
 
 
 
 
 

       REGISTER TODAY!! 
      CALL 

THE BIG SPRING COUNTRY CLUB (432) 267-5354 OR 
THE BIG SPRING AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, (432) 263-7641. 
 
 

17
94

71

Check Out These Great Deals
2009 Ford F150

Supercab, Texas-
Oklahoma Package

Your

Price
$24,384

STK# 2096

17” Mach Aluminum Wheel w/Paint 
Accents, CD Player, Trailer Tow Package, 
Premium Cloth CaptainChairs, Sat. Radio, 
2 Wheel Drive, Triton V-8, Automatic 
Electronic 6-Speed Transmission.

       MSRP               $30,605

       Less                $6,221*

Bob Brock
 Ford Lincoln & Mercury

500 W. 4th St.                                                      267-7424

*Dealer obtains all cust. cash back
and must finance thru FMCC.

*Prices do not include
Tax, Title and License.

And if you qualify we also have addition-
al savings of 1,000 retail owner loyalty if 
you trade in a 1995 or newer Ford, Lin-
coln or Mercury product.

Of, if you own a Dodge Ram or Dakota 
Pickup and trade it in, you get an addi-
tional 1,000 competitive owner rebate.

We are ready to serve you at Bob Brock 
Ford Lincoln Mercury, no waiting for a 
price or trade in value. We are here to 
help you buy your next car, SUV, or truck. 
It shouldn’t take all day to buy your next 
vehicle. 

PLEASE COME AND SEE OUR
PERSONAL INSTANT SERVICE!!!

162351

BSM Ice Cream & Coffee Shop

264-0390     Inside The Big Spring Mall

Join Our
Ribbon Cutting:

May 28th • 5:00 pm
Check Out Our Lunch Specials!

FREE
Ice Cream

162711

Survey: Most economists see recession end in ‘09
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Kokopelli’s

Have Your
Business Meeting 

Here!

(432) 213-1147        (432) 264-0538

It’s Not
Just A Party

Place

16
28

51

Register with us and
receive a FREE Gift

Suggs Hallmark
Mon.-Sat 10 am - 7 pm

Sun. 1 pm - 5 pm
Inside The Big Spring Mall          263-4444

162781

The Preferred Bridal Registry

Gaze Crystal Kitchen
1515 E. FM 700 • 267-8206 161831

Featuring The Area’s
Premier Bridal Businesses!

16
36

41

Divine Decor 
by Magdalena

Your Professional full service 
Wedding & All Elegant Events 

Decorator

Call to Schedule your free 
Consultation
Maggie Hess 

(432) 267-1373

“Unlock Your Special 
Day with a Touch of 

Elegance”

Quick Cash One
We are the solution to your money problems!

Payday Loans from $100 to $500

$
3306 N. Midkiff

Midland, Tx
432-689-0445

1303 W. Dickinson
Fort Stockton, Tx

432-336-3880
Sherwoodway Rd.

San Angelo, Tx
325-942-0205

300 E. Holland
Alpine, Tx

432-263-4400
612 S. Gregg
Big Spring, Tx
432-263-4400

4245 Yarbrough, Drive 
Suite 0, El Paso, Tx

915-559-1100163081

Daily Specials
2 Chopped 

Barbeque Sandwiches
2 for $5.00

or
Chicken Fried Steak

On Texas Toast 
Fries or O-rings

$4.95

LOS TRES MESQUITES
Mexican Food, Burgers,
Bakery & Much More

Call In Orders
Welcome

We Are Open
Mon. Thru Sun. 7-9

432-517-4298
1103 East 11th Place 17

79
61

I’m Back!
Come Visit Me At

Sally’s Hair & Nail Salon
1201 E. 11th • 267-7373

I invite all my past client to come see me!

Kayla Cervantes
179531

Democrats stop voter ID bill
AUSTIN (AP) — Texas 

Democrats declared victory 
in the partisan battle over 
tightening voter identifica-
tion laws, but their five-day 
filibuster left hundreds of 
bills dead and threatened to 
spark a special session this 
summer.

With six days left in the 
2009 session, there’s theoreti-
cally time to resurrect almost 
anything. But a midnight 
deadline Tuesday night for 
the voter ID bill came and 
went in the House, and lead-
ers from both parties said the 
controversial election reform 
had gone down in flames.

“I guess it’s dead. I don’t see 
any way it can be resurrect-
ed at this point,” said Rep. 
Jim Dunnam of Waco, lead-
er of the House Democrats. 
Dunnam, whose delay tac-
tics brought the legislative 
machinery to a virtual crawl, 
described the demise of the 
voter ID legislation as a vic-
tory for the voting public.

“We successfully stood up 

for people’s voting rights 
and have shown that we’re 
not going to be bullied into 
suppressing people’s votes,” 
Dunnam said.

House Speaker Joe Straus, 
R-San Antonio, maintained 
his trademark hands-
off approach as midnight 
approached and mostly left 
the public relations job to 
Rep. Larry Taylor, chair-
man of the House Republican 
Caucus.

Taylor said Democrats 
would pay a hefty price for 
killing off the voter ID legis-
lation and inflicting “a lot of 
other casualties in that pro-
cess.”

“I think there’s got to be 
some repercussions,” Taylor 
said. “I think the average 
Joe at home isn’t going to 
be pleased that an issue like 
voter ID knocked off all those 
other issues people have been 
working on.”

Scores of reforms appeared 
to be lying on the legislative 
scrap heap for now — major 

insurance reforms, tuition 
relief and key health care 
legislation among them. The 
House also failed to pass a 
bill to accept $555 million in 
unemployment funds. Gov. 
Rick Perry had opposed the 
legislation on the grounds 
that too many strings were 
attached to the federal 
money.

But there’s still time to save 
important reforms.

Rep. Dan Branch, R-Dallas, 
who is trying to get an endan-

gered college tuition relief 
bill passed, flashed a new tie 
as a symbol of his hope: it 
showed a rabbit being pulled 
from a hat.

Gov. Rick Perry, a 
Republican, has indicated he 
could call a special session 
if the Legislature does not 
send him a windstorm insur-
ance reform bill. Without it, 
Texas could be on the hook 
for untold billions of dollars 
in liability if a major storm 
hits the state.

The stalling tactics began 
Friday as Democrats used up 
their time privileges to hold 
an entire slew of bills hostage. 
The target was the voter ID 
bill, which Republicans say 
is necessary to combat ballot 
box fraud while Democrats 
say it would diminish voting 
rights.

The legislation would 
require Texans to provide a 
photo ID or two non-photo 
alternatives before being 
allowed to cast a ballot.

Democrats called on 

Republicans to join togeth-
er and take up other bills. 
But that takes a supermajor-
ity — a two-thirds vote — 
and Republican lawmakers 
vowed not to give in.

At one point, Taylor, the 
Republican leader, said 
compromising with the 
Democrats would be like 
negotiating with “kidnappers 
or terrorists.” He hastened to 
add that he wasn’t likening 
Democrats to criminals but 
compared them to “whiny 
kids throwing a fit on the 
floor.”

One bill did appear to be 
on the verge of rescue: legis-
lation by Rep. Kino Flores, 
D-Mission, giving property 
tax exemptions to disabled 
veterans. Rep. John Otto, 
R-Dayton, worked to get 
Flores’ bill tacked onto a bill 
he had authored and that was 
heading back to the House 
from the Senate.

Officials said they expected 
a vote on the measure as soon 
as Wednesday.

“We successfully 
stood up for 
people’s voting 
rights and have 
shown that we’re 
not going to be 
bullied into 
suppressing 
people’s votes.” 

State Rep.
 Jim Dunnam

Visit our Web site at www.bigspringherald.com


