
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

What sort of jail does $11.5 
million buy?

That’s exactly the ques-
tion county of-
ficials are hop-
ing Howard 
County taxpay-
ers will answer 
for themselves 
Saturday, as 
the government 
body — joined 
by officials from 
Southwest Ar-
chitects Inc. 
— prepares to 
open the doors 
of the newly 
constructed fa-
cility the public 
Saturday.

Following a special open 
house for local officials and 
dignitaries Monday, Howard 
County commissioners are 
hoping local taxpayers will 
take the time to see exactly 
what their hard earned mon-
ey bought in the way of a new 
jail.

“We want to give them a 
chance to walk through and 
see what their dollars have 
paid for, and what a tremen-
dous improvement this is 
for our county,” said County 

Judge Mark Barr. “This will 
be the last chance for many 
area residents to see the entire 
jail before we start bringing 
in inmates. After that, most 
of the facility will be closed to 

the public.”
Barr, who took 

over as county 
judge amidst 
a squabbling 
c o m m i s s i o n -
ers court dead-
locked over the 
size and loca-
tion of the jail, 
said the comple-
tion of the proj-
ect comes as a 
great relief to 
him and other 
local officials.

“I’m relieved, 
and I’m glad,” 

said Barr. “It’s quite an in-
vestment for the county. I 
really appreciate the com-
missioners. We all came to-
gether on this, and we all had 
to give and take some. But we 
did it, and we got it done, and 
this will be a very efficient 
place.”

Set for 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. at 
the jail — located at 3611 W. 
Highway 80 — Barr said it’s 
unclear exactly when the first 
inmates will be moved to the 
new facility, as staff training 

continues.
“The staff at the sheriff’s of-

fice and the jailers are having 
to go through a lot of training 
because it’s a totally new fa-
cility,” said Barr. “It’s very 
different from the old jail and 
it flows a lot different. Some 

of the staff is going to have to 
get used to it, and that’s why 
we have them going through 
the training.”

Few officials are as proud 
of the new jail as project ar-
chitect Jeff Heffelfinger, who 
said his firm, Southwest Ar-

chitects, are thrilled with the 
end results.

“I think it’s awesome, I re-
ally do. I’m very proud of it,” 
said Heffelfinger. “We had a 
great commissioner’s court 

See JAIL, Page 3A
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By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Taxable values in How-
ard County are expected to 
flip flop this year with huge 
increases in farm and crop 
lands and falling values in 
mineral values, according to 
local tax officials.

Brett McKibben, chief ap-
praiser for the Howard Coun-

ty Appraisal District, said the 
years have aligned in a way 
that could have some local 
farmers seeing double when 
they receive their taxable 
values.

“The valuation of crop-
lands is based on a five-year 
average,” explained McKib-
ben. “This year, we lost 2002, 
which was a really, really bad 
year. In losing 2002, we also 

gained 2007, which was a very 
productive year for the pro-
ducers. Because of that, the 
average has shifted enough 
that some farmland owners 
could actually see their valu-
ations double in comparison 
to last year’s numbers.

“These increases will not 
effect pasture land, however. 
Most pasture land is leased 
out, so the taxable value is 

based on the amount of the 
lease. So I don’t expect to see 
a big change in those num-

bers, certainly nothing like 

See VALUES, Page 3A

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

FORSAN — Substitute teachers 
wanted — experience 
preferred but not neces-
sary.

Forsan Independent 
School District, like oth-
er schools in the area, 
is always looking for 
substitute teachers and 
trustees recently sweet-

ened the pot, raising the daily pay 
rate for substitutes.

The reason Forsan and other 
schools are constantly scrambling 
to find substitutes is simple, Super-
intendent Randy Johnson said.

“It’s hard to find qualified people 
who are available during the day,” 
Johnson said. “Plus the fact we’re lo-
cated outside of (Big Spring) makes 
it less convenient for people.”

To make a trip out to Forsan a bit 
more attractive, trustees recently 

raised the pay rate for substitutes to 
$75 a day for those with college de-
grees and $65 a day for those with-
out a degree.

As for qualifications, there are 
few, Johnson said.

“We of course want responsible 
adults working with our students,” 
he said. “Beyond that, we try to 
match their assignments with their 
abilities the best we can.”

See FORSAN, Page 3A

Crop land value expected to soar
“... the average has shifted enough that 
some farmland owners could actually see 
their valuations double in comparison to 
last year’s numbers.” 

—Britt McKibben, chef appraiser

Open house
set Saturday
at new lockup

HERALD Photo/Thomas Jenkins

County Judge Mark Barr, right, and Sheriff Stan Parker, center, accept a certificate of 
occupancy from Adan Munoz, executive director for the Texas Jail Commission, during a 
ribbon cutting ceremony at the new jail Monday morning. The public is invited to tour the 
facility from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Saturday.

What: Public 
open house at 
the Howard 
County Jail.

Where: 3611 W. 
Highway 80.

When: 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Saturday.

Substitute teachers needed at Forsan

Johnson
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By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

Big Spring High School Swim Coach 
Kenneth Nelson watched two athletes 
under his tutelage advance to the state 
meet this past season.

After seeing their success, Nelson 
figures it’s time for him to get back in 
the pool as well.

Nelson will swim in a Masters Swim 
Meet at the Midland Community 
Center Saturday and Sunday. He’ll 
take part in four events — the 50 free-
style, 100 freestyle, 50 breaststroke 

and 50 butterfly 
stroke.

“Swimming has 
always been impor-
tant to me and I was 
always really good 
at it when I was a 
kid,” said Nelson. “I 
want to get back in 
the pool before I get 
too old. I’ve been 
training for this 
event for a couple 

months and I’m ready to compete 
again.”

Nelson, 32, hasn’t competed in a 
competitive event in 12 years. The 
Masters are for swimmers above the 
age of 18 and graduated from high 
school. 

Competitors are seeded by times 
they send in. Nelson sent in times of 
21.5 in the 50 free and 46.8 in the 100 
free, but both were from when he was 
in high school. He has never competed 
in the 50 breaststroke or 50 fly.

“I know I’m not going to be as fast as 
I was in high school, at least not yet,”

See NELSON, Page 2B

BSHS swim coach getting back in the pool

Nelson

JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

IRVING — While the Dallas 
Cowboys sit around waiting for 
the 51st pick of the draft, they 
might as well cue up some footage 
of Roy Williams making big plays 
for the Detroit Lions and the Texas 
Longhorns.

For better or worse, Williams is 
the equivalent of Dallas’ first-
round draft pick. And third-round-
er. Sixth-rounder as well.

Cowboys owner Jerry Jones gave 
up those picks, plus a $45 million 
contract, to snag Williams from 
Detroit at the trade deadline last 
season. He justified the expense by 
figuring Williams would juice up 
the Dallas offense down the stretch 
and he’d provide Tony Romo a big 
target for years to come.

The first half of the plan fizzled. 
Williams had minimal impact and 
the Cowboys were so bad down the 
stretch they ended up missing the 
playoffs.

Now Jones is keeping his fingers 
crossed about the long-term pros-
pects of Romo-to-Williams being a 
hit in the new $1.1 billion stadium 
the team is moving into this fall. 
Jones already has made the bold 
move of cutting Terrell Owens, 
and the equally bold move of 
declaring part of the reason was to 
give Williams a bigger role in the 
offense.

“I had to look at Roy Williams 
and the future that we have with 
Roy,” Jones told a local radio sta-
tion. “I’m excited about Roy, so I’d 
rather have him than the (three) 
picks we gave up for him in this 
draft. ... You’re (always) looking to 
get younger players on the field. 
That was important to us.”

In some ways, Jones had little 
choice. Owens was widely consid-
ered the root of the team’s inner 
turmoil, so he had to go. With 
Williams already here and with so 
much already invested in him, it 
only made sense for Jones to hype 
him.

Still, it’s made Williams as scru-
tinized as any draft pick. It doesn’t 
help that Michael Irvin, Troy 
Aikman and Deion Sanders are 
among the doubters.

“If Roy Williams doesn’t turn out 
to be the player that they thought 
he would be when they made the 
trade, I think this would be one of 
the biggest busts in the history of 
the league,” Aikman recently 
said.

“I don’t think you can give up 
what the Cowboys gave up for 
somebody and not make that a

See WILLIAMS, Page 2B

Cowboys already
have 1st-round
pick in Williams
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Dallas Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki responds to cheers from fans following 
Game 3 of a first round Western Conference NBA playoff series against the San 
Antonio Spurs in Dallas Thursday. The Mavericks won 88-67.

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

DALLAS — During a timeout 
early in the third quarter, Tim 
Duncan, Tony Parker and the 
rest of the San Antonio Spurs 
starters headed to the bench.

They never returned.
Humiliated since the opening 

tip, coach Gregg Popovich decid-
ed Game 3 of a first-round series 
against the Dallas Mavericks 
was a lost cause.

Instead of hurting the Spurs 
with hard fouls — like Mavs cen-
ter Erick Dampier threatened to 
do — Dallas slapped around San 
Antonio with tight defense, the 
return of Dirk Nowitzki’s shoot-
ing touch and the energy of their 
home crowd, producing an 88-67 
victory Thursday night and a 2-1 
lead in their first-round series.

“It was great,” Nowitzki said. 
“We all fought for each other.”

Dampier drew the scrutiny of 
the league office for saying he

See MAVS, Page 2B

Mavs
maul
Spurs
Dallas shuts
down Parker,
wins, 88-67

TORONTO (AP) — With every 
Toronto win, Lyle Overbay sees 
his teammates’ expectations grow.

Alex Rios hit a two-run homer, 
Vernon Wells and Overbay also 
connected and the Blue Jays beat 
the Texas Rangers 5-2 on Thursday 
night.

“You can tell around the club-
house, everybody is real confi-
dent,” Overbay said. “It’s fun, it’s a 
different atmosphere. Hopefully 
we can enjoy this for a while.”

Toronto won its AL-high 12th 
game and has won all five series so 
far. The Blue Jays have not lost 
consecutive games this season.

“They’re really swinging the bats 
well,” Texas infielder Michael 

Young said. “They’ve got the best 
starting pitcher in the league (in 
Roy Halladay). They’re a good 
club.”

The last two teams to open the 
season with five straight series 
victories were the 2003 San 
Francisco Giants and the 2001 
Seattle Mariners. Both went on to 
win their division.

“It’s nice to be in good company,” 
Blue Jays manager Cito Gaston 
said.

Josh Hamilton and Chris Davis 
hit solo shots for Texas, with six of 
the game’s seven runs coming on 
homers.

See RANGERS, Page 2B

AP photo/Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press

Toronto Blue Jays outfielder Adam Lind, right, slides safe into third base as Texas 
Rangers third baseman Michael Young attempts to make a play during the eighth 
inning of their baseball game in Toronto Thursday.

Rios’ 2-run homer lifts 
Toronto over Rangers, 5-3

By KRISTIE RIEKEN
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON — The Houston Texans 
have taken a defensive player in the 
first round in four of the last five 
drafts, yet still have glaring holes on 
the unit.

Making it five of six with the 15th 
pick Saturday could certainly help 
the problem.

Mario Williams, the top overall pick 
in 2006 who made his Pro Bowl debut 
last season, and cornerback Dunta 
Robinson, chosen 10th in 2004, have 
developed into stars for Houston’s 
defense. The other two recent first-
rounders, defensive tackles Travis 
Johnson and Amobi Okoye, are both 
starters.

The Texans also have middle line-

backer DeMeco Ryans, the 2006 
Defensive Rookie of the Year who 
was chosen with the first pick in the 
second round that year.

Despite the Texans’ longtime 
emphasis on defense in the draft, the 
group has yet to perform up to expec-
tations. Houston had the third-most 
potent offense in the league last year, 
but the defense ranked 22nd and 

allowed more than 336 yards a game.
That performance, which followed 

two consecutive seasons of finishing 
24th in yards allowed, led to the fir-
ings of defensive coordinator Richard 
Smith, secondary coach Jon Hoke 
and defensive line coach Jethro 
Franklin.

See TEXANS, Page 2B

Texans looking for help on defensive side of ball
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Harlen Thorton
Harlen G. Thornton, 71,  of Big Spring, died 

Thursday, April 23, 2009, at his residence. His 
services are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

Florencia Franco
Florencia Franco died Thursday, April 24, 2009, at 

her residence following a long illness. Services are 
pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.  

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Thursday and 7 
a.m. today:

• JOHN WILLIAM SALAZAR, 33, of 1808 Hearn, 
was arrested Thursday on a HCSO warrant for as-
sault causing bodily injury.

• JOSE MENDEZ CUELLAR JR., 46, of 3509 E. 
Interstate Highway 20, was arrested Friday on a 
charge of possession of marijuana – two ounces or 
less.

• BOBBY GARCIA, 55, of 811 N. Goliad, was arrest-
ed Friday on local warrants for theft, failure to ap-
pear (two counts) and failure to maintain financial 
responsibility.

• CODY ALAN WINGO, 20, of 1700 Purdue, was ar-
rested Friday on a charge of consumption of alcohol 
by a minor.

• THEFT was reported:
in the 1000 block of Johnson.
in the 900 block of Willia.
in the 100 block of Marcy.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
in the 100 block of 10th Street.
in the 2200 block of Wasson Road.
• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in 

the 2500 block of Gregg Street.
• ASSAULT CAUSING BODILY INJURY was re-

ported:
in the 500 block of San Jacinto.
in the 300 block of Owens.
• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 

reported in the 600 block of Steakley.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail re-
ported having 44 inmates at the time of this report.

• STEPHANIE WILLIAMS, 20, was transferred to 
the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge 
of possession of marijuana – more than two ounces 
less than four ounces.

• STEVEN RAY CROFT, 30, was arrested Thurs-
day by the HCSO on a judgment/sentence.

• AARON MEKEL BARNES, 26, was transferred to 
the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on charges of 
evading arrest or detention with a vehicle, posses-
sion of marijuana – two ounces or less (two counts), 
possession of a controlled substance and unauthor-
ized use of a motor vehicle.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of Was-
son Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1600 block of Lan-
caster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of 
E. Fourth Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of E. 11th 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 800 block of Scott 
Drive. Service refused.

CHANGING DATES
• The local National Alliance on Mental Illness 

group meets every two weeks in the basement of 
the Howard County Library. For dates and times, 
contact Ramona Blassingane at 263-9748.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speak-
ers meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open 
birthday night, no smoking meeting the last Satur-
day of each month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to 

noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 
p.m.

  MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and 

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the 
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 
398-5239.

TUESDAY
• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 

at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St. 

• Kids for Life, an American Cancer Society Relay 
for Life fund-raising team, will be at the Sonic Drive 
Ins on Gregg Street and FM 700 from 11 a.m. until 3 
p.m. car hopping for donations. The team will also 
hold a garage sale Saturday, May 2, beginning at 8 
a.m. at 2514 Cindy in Kentwood. For more informa-
tion, Amanda Gillespie at 213-5455, Michelle Fryar 
at 935-4006 or Lori Kirby at 935-6431.

• A Forsan Rabies Clinic sponsored by Western 
Hills Animal Clinic will be held from 2 p.m. until 
5 p.m. Sunday at the Forsan Fire Station. Costs are 
$8 rabies; $14 K-9 distemper/parvo; $20 feline CVR-C 
and Flev.

• A benefit account has been established at Wood-
forest National Bank (Account 1652331339) for John 
Allison and Jacoby Rivera, who lost their belong-
ings in a residential fire on Runnels. Donations can 
also be made by calling (431) 213-4091.

•American Legion Post 506 will hold its fifth an-
nual Fajita Cook Off Saturday at 3208 W. Highway 
80. Entry is $10 for beef or chicken (three pounds 
each). Cooking begins at 9 a.m., judging at 11 a.m. 
and serving at noon. Winners will be announced at 
2 p.m. Plates will be available for $8 each. Various 
other activities will be going on, including a plant/
cake walk. Call 263-2084 for more information.

•The Salvation Army has funding for Texas mili-
tary personnel who have served or are currently 
serving in Iraq or Afghanistan and their families. 
Apply at the Salvation Army, 511 W. Fifth St. These 
funds were granted by the TRIAD Fund of Permian 
Basin Area Foundation.

• We are currently seeking Class of 1999 class-
mates from Big Spring High School.  Our 10-year 
reunion will be Sept. 18-19. Please send your mail-
ing information to bshs1999@gmail.com to receive 
information on the reunion or contact Jennifer Da-
vidson at (432) 213-0257.

• A fund-raiser featuring a steak dinner, drinks, a 
dance and a silent auction will be held from 6:30 p.m. 
to 11:30 p.m. May 23 in the Garden City Community 
Center. Tickets are $100 per couple or $50 each and 
may be purchased by calling Kristin Schwartz at 
354-2698 or 270-0544 or Shana Kirkland at 354-2331 or 
213-4198. Funds raised will allow the Texas Hooter 
Honeys to walk in the Susan G. Komen 3-Day, 60-
Mile Breast Cancer Walk.

• The Big Spring High School Class of 1989 is look-
ing for members to attend a 20-year reunion in Sep-
tember. Contact Christy Alexander Brown at (972) 
567-8037 or Irma Moreno Garcia at (432) 816-5321 
with your updated information.

• Mobile Meals needs volunteers. If you can do-
nate one hour per week to our organization deliver-
ing meals between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m., you will be 
helping the senior citizens of Big Spring. Contact 
Macaria Cantu at 263-4016

• The Family History Center (genealogy library) 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
will be open from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesdays. 
If you need assistance in searching out your ances-
tors, bring all the information you have about your 
family and we will be happy to assist you. For more 
information, contact R.A. McKay at (432) 553-8127.

• Big Spring resident Velma Campbell was on va-
cation in Arizona when she had a massive stroke. 
She has since been transported to a nursing home 
in Big Spring. She has many friends and is an avid 
bowler. If anyone would like to help, a savings ac-
count has been set up at Wells Fargo.  The savings 
account number is 9662778118.

 
• Coahoma alumni will hold an all school, all 

classes reunion Saturday, Aug. 1 at the Coahoma 
school building. Individual classes are encouraged 
to plan their class get-togethers Friday night or Sat-
urday night. This year’s reunion theme will high-
light sports and former coaches Bernie Hagins and 
Norman Roberts will be honored, along with all for-
mer athletes and coaches at Coahoma ISD. Funds 
will be raised for the Coahoma Scholarship Fund as 
well. Contact Patti Meets at pmeeks@basin-net.net 
or (432) 267-6688 with updates.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Thursday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 15-28-22-14. Bonus Ball: 
35

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 
0.

Reults of the Cash 5 drawing Thursday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 36-14-17-16-15.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Thursday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order:

8-7-7-5. Sum It Up: 27

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Thursday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order:

8-9-2. Sum It Up: 19
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Your Local Weather
Sat

4/25

89/63
Partly to mostly cloudy.
Warm. High 89F. Winds
S at 20 to 30 mph.

Sun
4/26

85/61
Partly cloudy and windy.
Highs in the mid 80s and
lows in the low 60s.

Mon
4/27

80/56
Slight chance of a thun-
derstorm.
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TODAY
• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, 

from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 

meets at the First Christian Church at 10th 
and Goliad, in the dining hall on the east side 
of the building. Weigh-in starts at 5:30 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 6 p.m. There is a 
different program each week. For more infor-
mation, call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

• The Concerned Citizens Council meets at 
7 p.m. at the Howard County Library. For 
more information, call 264-6116.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 
p.m. at 606 E. Third.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in 

the Howard College Cactus Room.
• The Powwow Committee of Big Spring 

meets at 7 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
annex, 809 Scurry, or the fellowship hall at 
810 Scurry. Call Robert Downing at 263-3255 
for information.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the How-

ard College Cactus Room.
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 

a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 
W. Fifth St., provided by InHome Care.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon in 
the Howard College Cactus Room.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in 
the Big Spring Country Club.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp 

U42060 meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restau-
rant. 

• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 
College Cactus Room.

• League of United Latin American Citizens 
LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. The 
public is invited.  

	
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board



RANGERS
Continued from Page 1B

Texas has hit a major league-leading 29 home 
runs this season. Toronto is second with 28.

The Rangers lost for the ninth time in 12 games 

following a 3-0 start to the season.
Blue Jays right-hander Scott Richmond (2-0) won 

back-to-back starts for the first time, allowing two 
runs and six hits in six innings. He walked two and 
struck out a career-high eight.

“He got us off balance,” Rangers manager Ron 
Washington said. “We couldn’t figure him out.”

Richmond used a tight slider to hold down right-
handed batters and stymied lefties with a sharp 
curveball.

Brandon League worked the seventh, Jesse 
Carlson got two outs in the eighth and Shawn 
Camp got the third before Scott Downs wrapped it 
up in the ninth for his first save.

Downs took over as Toronto’s closer when left-
hander B.J. Ryan was placed on the 15-day disabled 
list with muscle tightness in his back and shoul-
der.

Ryan is 1-0 with an 11.12 ERA and two saves in six 
games. 

He blew his second save of the season against 
Texas on Wednesday, allowing three runs in the 
ninth.

Wells and Overbay hit solo shots in the second 
but Hamilton answered with a leadoff homer in the 
fourth.

Rios hit his first homer of the year, a two-run 
drive to left in the fifth before Davis hit a solo shot 
to right in the sixth.

Overbay was glad to see Rios end a homer drought 
that dated to Sept. 17, 2008.

“It was just a matter of time,” Overbay said. “He’s 
got so much pop, it’s scary. If he ever figures out 
that he’s that good, the sky is the limit for him. It’s 
fun to watch him on a daily basis.”

Texas right-hander Kevin Millwood (1-2) had 
allowed just three earned runs and one home run 
in his first three starts but gave up four runs and 
five hits in this one, including three homers. He 
walked two and struck out three.

“Tonight was probably the worst I’ve pitched out 
of the four (starts) but I still felt like I gave us a 
chance,” Millwood said. “It’s just not working out 
when I pitch right now.”
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By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

Document15  2/6/07  1:40 PM  Page 1 Network Macintosh HD:Tempor

Jonathan Hull’s 
2009 NFL mock draft

First round

Team		  Player			  Position	 College
1. Lions		  Matthew Stafford	 QB		  Georgia
2. Rams		  Jason Smith		  OT		  Baylor
3. Chiefs		  Aaron Curry		  LB		  Wake Forest
4. Seahawks		  Eugene Monroe	 OT		  Virginia
5. Browns		  Michael Crabtree	 WR		  Texas Tech
6. Bengals		  Brian Orakpo		  DE		  Texas
7. Raiders		  Jeremy Maclin	 WR		  Missouri
8. Jaguars		  Mark Sanchez		 QB		  USC
9. Packers		  Aaron Maybin		 LB		  Penn State
10. 49ers		  B.J. Raji		  DT		  Boston College
11. Bills		  Andre Smith		  OT		  Alabama
12. Broncos		  Malcolm Jenkins	 DB		  Ohio State
13. Redskins		  Robert Ayers		  DE		  Tennessee
14. Saints		  Chris Wells		  RB		  Ohio State
15. Texans		  Everette Brown	 DE		  Florida State
16. Chargers		  Michael Oher		  OT		  Ole Miss
17. Jets		  Tyson Jackson	 DE		  LSU
18. Broncos		  Brian Cushing		 LB		  USC
19. Buccaneers	 Josh Freeman		 QB		  Kansas State
20. Lions		  Peria Jerry		  DT		  Ole Miss
21. Eagles		  Knowshon Moreno	 RB		  Georgia
22. Vikings		  Darius Butler		  CB		  UConn
23. Patriots		  Percy Harvin		  WR		  Florida
24. Falcons		  Clay Matthews	 LB		  USC
25. Dolphins		  Rey Maualuga		 LB		  USC
26. Ravens		  Darrius Heyward-Bey	WR		  Maryland
27. Colts		  Donald Brown		 RB		  UConn
28. Bills		  Michael Johnson	 DE		  Ga. Tech
29. Giants		  Brian Robiskie	 WR		  Ohio State
30. Titans		  Evander Hood		 DT		  Missouri
31. Cardinals		 Vontae Davis		  CB		  Illinois
32. Steelers		  Alex Mack		  OC		  Cal

Want more? Jonathan Hull mocks all seven rounds of the draft on 
www.fantasyfootballjungle.com.
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would pop Parker on his first drive of 
this game. Dampier never even col-
lided with Parker, although he did 
swat away a shot during a frenzied 
first-half defensive performance by 
the Mavericks.

Dallas limited San Antonio to 30 
points by the break, then went ahead 
62-36 with 7:42 left in the third quar-
ter. That’s when Popovich essentially 
gave up, opting to let his top players 
rest up for Game 4 on Saturday.

“I didn’t see where we were going to 
get back in that one,” Popovich said.

The Spurs’ backups weren’t much 
better, resulting in their fewest points 
ever in a playoff game. The numbers 
were so ugly — things like making 
only 31.2 percent of their shots, and 
missing 15 of 17 3-pointers — that 
Popovich playfully shoved aside the 

box score at the start of his postgame 
news conference.

“Have some mercy will ya?” 
Popovich said, laughing. “It’s bad 
enough I had to watch this. Now 
you’re going to make me look at the 
stat sheet?”

The Mavericks allowed their fewest 
points in a playoff game while improv-
ing to 16-1 at home since the All-Star 
break and 7-1 in games following 
20-point losses.

Now Dallas will have to show it can 
handle success. After winning the 
opener, the Mavs came out flat in 
Game 2, getting trounced about as 
soundly as they did the trouncing 
this game.

“The challenge is to maintain same 
kind of edge heading into Saturday,” 
Dallas coach Rick Carlisle said. “It’s 
a good effort and an important victo-
ry for us, but it’s only one step.”

Nowitzki missed his first shot, then 
hit his next five. He finished with 20 
points and seven rebounds, then also 
took a seat for good once Dallas’ lead 

reached 30. Josh Howard had 17 points 
and eight rebounds, and Dampier had 
two points, nine rebounds and three 
blocks.

J.J. Barea had 13 points and seven 
assists in his first career playoff start 
and Jason Kidd had six assists and 
eight rebounds. Kidd’s only points 
came on a 3-pointer that was immedi-
ately followed by Popovich’s give-up 
move.

“This is how we have to play as far 
as tempo goes,” Mavs guard Jason 
Terry said. “Defensively, we were 
there with great energy.”

Parker was San Antonio’s leading 
scorer with just 12 points — down 
from 38 the previous game. He made 
only five of 14 shots, with as many 
turnovers (three) as assists. Duncan 
had four points on 2-of-9 shooting, 
with as many fouls (two) as 
rebounds.

“We have to play with a lot more 
energy,” Parker said. “That’s it.”

Feeding off a crowd of 20,491 that 
was chanting “Let’s go Mavs!” long 

before tipoff, Dallas pestered San 
Antonio into missing its first five 
shots. They also turned the first four 
into quick baskets, sparking fans to 
scream even louder. Folks really went 
bonkers when Dampier blocked 
Parker’s shot and Barea followed with 
a 3-pointer, putting Dallas up by 12 
after only 6 minutes.

“Everybody was in attack mode 
after we got stops,” Nowitzki said. 
“We didn’t have to grind it all out all 
the time.”

The Spurs couldn’t hardly do any-
thing right.

They often took shots late in the 
shot clock, and those rarely went in. 
They had six passes stolen — some 
were so off the mark they seemed 
intentionally thrown to the Mavericks 
— and had five shots blocked. If not 
for a buzzer-beater by George Hill, 
San Antonio would’ve matched its 
worst half in a playoff game.

“This was an awful game,” Duncan 
said. “Hopefully I’ll come out here 
(Saturday) and be a leader.”

NELSON
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he said. “I think I can meet my expec-
tations. I’m going in there blind, 
though, not knowing what’s going to 
happen. I’m not familiar with the 
competition and don’t know exactly 
where I rank.”

Nelson gauges his current speed on 
races with Big Spring senior Cameron 

Hughey, who has qualified for the 
state meet the past two years. He says 
it’s a close race, but Hughey can beat 
him to the wall.

“We really go toe-to-toe, but Cameron 
is touching the wall first,” said 
Nelson. “This is something I want to 
keep doing, though, and plan on try-
ing to do it year-round. I’ll only get 
faster.”

Nelson will try to compete in three 
other Masters events this summer 
with meets taking place in Lubbock, 
Dallas and California. 

TEXANS
Continued from Page 1B

The Texans promoted Frank Bush 
to take over for Smith after he served 
as Houston’s senior defensive assis-
tant for the last two seasons. Houston 
coach Gary Kubiak said the Texans 
have to establish a new defensive 
identity before they can worry about 
improving in specific areas.

“(Figure out) exactly what we want 
to be from a standpoint of our base 
defense, what we are going to play, 
the simplicity of what we are doing 
and doing that good,” Kubiak said. “I 
think if you are simple from that 
standpoint, your players can natural-
ly be more aggressive. So we have to 
establish that first ... but obviously 
we’ve got to get better on the defen-
sive side of the ball.”

The Texans addressed one of their 
biggest defensive needs in free agen-
cy, picking up end Antonio Smith 
from Arizona to play opposite 
Williams. Smith is a major upgrade at 
the position after former starter 
Anthony Weaver had just one sack in 
three years with the team.

Houston also added defensive tackle 
Shaun Cody and linebacker Cato June 
this offseason.

Though they did make some moves 
in free agency, general manager Rick 
Smith believes in building a team 
through the draft.

“What that means is you have suc-
cess on draft day and then you try to 
lock those players up under contract 
long term,” Smith said. “You supple-
ment via free agency. If you feel like a 
player can fill an immediate need, 
then you entertain that. I think you 
have to. Sometimes those guys will 
call for big, expensive contracts. You 
can’t, in my opinion, be afraid to go 
after a big-money free agent if he fills 
a specific need. But I don’t think you 
build your program with those types 
of players.”

The Texans need help in their sec-
ondary and could use an outside line-
backer to play with Ryans, who has 
395 tackles in three seasons.

Aside from Robinson, who the 
Texans used the franchise tag on, 
Houston’s secondary is shaky with 
Jacques Reeves at the opposite cor-
nerback and safeties Nick Ferguson, 
Dominique Barber and Brandon 
Harrison.

WILLIAMS
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sure bet,” the Hall of Famer added. 
“This isn’t like drafting a No. 1 receiv-
er out of the college draft and then 
saying, ‘Well, we think he’s got all the 
skills to be a great player for us.’ ... I 
just think that when you have the 
chance to evaluate a player to the 
degree that the Cowboys were able to, 
and then to give up what you gave up, 
if he’s not a No. 1 receiver and not a 
highly productive player for this 
team, that’s a huge flaw within their 
scouting department.”

So, what will the Cowboys do with 
that 51st pick?

Presuming Jones doesn’t get antsy 
and trade back into the first round 
— which isn’t likely considering what 
he’d have to give up and what he’d 

have to pay the player, especially 
with money needed to redo the con-
tract of DeMarcus Ware — the 
Cowboys are likely to grab a receiver 
or a safety.

They need safety help because the 
same day Owens was dumped, so was 
(the “other”) Roy Williams. Dallas 
already has signed free agent Gerald 
Sensabaugh, but a rookie would add 
depth and possibly some competition 
for the starting job.

If Jones targets a player falling 
toward 51 and wants to move up a few 
spots to snag him, he could use some 
of his second-day draft collateral. The 
Cowboys have eight picks in rounds 
three through seven.

Dallas’ Day 2 stockpile includes a 
third-rounder (No. 68 overall, from 
Cleveland), as well as two fourth-
rounders (97 from Detroit and 113), 
two fifth-rounders (147, 157), a sixth-
rounder (179) and a pair in the sev-
enth round (193, 210).
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In addition, prospec-
tive substitutes must 
pass a criminal back-
ground check, “but 
there’s no educational 
requirement,” Johnson 
said.

The process for becom-
ing a substitute teacher 
is fairly simple, John-
son noted.

“The person would 
come out and complete 
an application first of all 
and then we’d do a back-
ground check and check 
references” he said. “If 
they pass all of that, 
their names are put on 
a list ... and the cam-
pus principals would 
contact them as they’re 
needed.”

Spring is usually when 
substitutes are needed 
the most. Johnson said 

that this time of the year 
is the busiest for extra-
curricular activities, 
which means coaches 
and sponsors are often 
pulled out of classes to 
escort students to out-of-
town events, prompting 
the need for a substitute 
teacher.

“Sometimes, we can’t 
find them, which means 

we end up shifting our 
personnel around,” he 
said. “We’ve always 
been able to cover 
things ... but naturally, 
we want to have our 
staff where they’re best-
trained to be.”

And it’s not just sub-
stitute teachers who are 
needed. Johnson said re-
placement teacher aides 

and bus drivers are al-
most always needed by 
the district.

For more informa-
tion, contact the FISD 
administration office at 
263-6571.

Contact Steve Reagan 
at 263-7331 ext. 234 or by 
e-mail at reporter@big-
springherald.com

VALUES
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the farmers and ag pro-
ducers are going to 
see.”

With valuations for 
real property — things 
like land and buildings 
— set to be mailed out 
May 1, McKibben said 
the appraisal office’s 
work is far from over.

“Real property is 
mailed out May first, 
but the mineral and 
industrial valuations 
won’t be ready until 

sometime later in May,” 
said McKibben.

And while area ag-
ricultural producers 
could see a stiff increase 
in their taxable values, 
McKibben said proper-
ty owners in the oil and 
mineral business will 
see a decrease in their 
numbers.

“The values in the 
minerals is closely tied 
to the cost of oil,” said 
McKibben. “It’s based 
on a 12-month average, 
which in this case is 
Jan. 1, 2008, until De-
cember 2008. Also, the 

comptroller can issue 
a market condition fac-
tor, which will also ef-
fect those values.”

In the meantime, 
McKibben said prop-
erty sales and values at 
the residential level are 
still looking up in the 
Crossroads area.

“We’re still seeing 
some new construc-
tion at that level,” said 
McKibben. “Some areas 
in the district are still 
selling at incredible 
levels. We’re looking 
at sending out approxi-
mately 20,000 notices for 

real property this year, 
so the market is still 
moving along.”

McKibben said area 
residents who fail to 
receive a tax valuation 
and believe they should 
need to contact his office 
once the May 1 mailings 
have had enough time 
to reach taxpayers.

“If you don’t receive 
your tax valuation, 
just give us a call and 
we’ll be happy to take a 
look at it for you,” said 
McKibben.

For more informa-
tion, contact the How-

ard County Appraisal 
District at 263-8301.

Contact Thomas Jen-
kins at 263-7331 ext. 232 
or by e-mail at citydesk@
bigspringherald.com

HOUSTON (AP) — 
Companies owned by 
Texas billionaire R. Al-
len Stanford were a con-
fusing mess and sold 
certificates of deposit 
in which top executives 
might not have invest-
ed, according to a filing 
by a court appointed re-
ceiver.

Court-appointed re-
ceiver Ralph Janvey 
described a series of 
businesses with bloated 

payrolls, high overhead 
and dozens of different 
accounting systems, ac-
cording to his filing.

Stanford Financial 
Group brokerages and fi-
nancial companies were 
not capable of operating 
independently without 
the revenue received 
from the sale of the CDs 
issued by the Stanford 
International Bank in 
Antigua, the Houston 
Chronicle reported.

“This has to be some 
of the most convoluted 
accounting and record-
keeping I’ve seen,” 
Janvey said in an inter-
view Thursday with the 
newspaper at Stanford 
Financial Group’s head-
quarters in Houston.

Stanford companies 
were shut down and 
placed in receiver-
ship in February when 
the Securities and Ex-
change Commission 

filed a civil fraud suit in 
a Dallas federal court. 
The SEC alleges Chair-
man R. Allen Stanford 
and Chief Financial Of-
ficer James Davis ran a 
Ponzi scheme in which 
earlier CD investors 
were paid using the pro-
ceeds from new inves-
tors.

Allen Stanford has de-
nied the allegations and 
said if there was any 
fraud, he was not a part 

of it. Davis has been co-
operating with civil and 
criminal investigators. 
Through his attorney, 
Davis has said he was 
acting under Stanford’s 
orders.

So far, the receiver has 
not found any filings 
that indicate Stanford 
and Davis had personal 
funds in the CDs.

The companies were 
costly to operate because 
of high salaries, expen-

sive property leases and 
overhead. Since Febru-
ary, the Stanford com-
panies have incurred 
about $15.8 million in 
operating expenses de-
spite more than 1,000 
U.S. workers being laid 
off.
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Delivery of Channel Catfish, Bass, Hybrid Bluegill, Redear Bream, 
Coppernose Bluegill, Fathead Minnows, Black Crappie and Triploid Grass 
Carp are now available for Pond & Lake Stocking. 10 days notice and per-
mit required for the purchase of  Triploid Grass Carp.

We furnish hauling containers! ~ Live Delivery Guaranteed! ~ Discounts/Special Deliveries on large orders! 
~ Turtle Traps, Fish Feeders, Fish Traps! ~ Decorative Fountains, Aerators, Windmill Aerators! ~ Vegetation 
Controll, Pond Fertiizers, Floating Docks!

To place an order or for more information call one of our Aquatic Consultants, your local dealer, or email 
sales@dunnsfishfarm.com

M-F 7am-6pm Sat 8am-4pm CST
1-800-433-2950 Fax 1-580-777-2899

www.dunnsfishfarm.com 175481

FRIDAY, MAY 1ST
STANTON                DECKERS FARM SUPPLY & NURSERY  N. HWY. 137   7:00-8:00AM
BIG SPRING            EZELL-KEY FEED & GRAIN     98 LANCASTER  9:00-10:00AM

P.O. Box 85 Fittstown, OK 74842
www.dunnsfishfarm.com

(800) 433-2950

17 Again (PG-13)
Fri.: 4:30  7:10  9:50
Sat.: 1:50  4:30  7:10  9:50

Duplicity (PG-13) 
Fri.: 4:20  7:00  9:40
Sat.: 1:40  4:20  7:00  9:40

Hannah Montana 
The Movie (G)
Fri.: 4:40  7:20  10:00
Sat.: 2:00  4:40  7:20  10:00

Haunting In
Connecticut, The (PG-13)
Fri.:   4:50  7:30  10:10
Sat.: 2:10  4:50  7;30  10:10

17
38

6

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 05/03/09
16049

 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Hank Smoot died 
Tuesday. Memorial 
Services will be at 1 p.m. 
Friday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. 

Florencia Franco died 
Thursday.  Services are 
pending at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.

JAIL
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to work with, a great judge, a 
great sheriff’s staff. It was awe-
some we were able to transition 
between two sheriff’s and how 
everyone came together. These 
projects are not the easiest to 

deal with, but everyone worked 
hard to get it done. There are 
probably some little things we’ll 
have to address in the next 30 
days or so, but they’ll be occupy-
ing it, and that’s what’s impor-
tant.”

The facility was constructed by 
Glen Rose-based Dinosaur Valley 
Construction. The building fea-
tures 39,925 square feet and is de-

signed to house 96 inmates with 
the ability to add 16 beds without 
a building expansion, and a pre-
designed future addition that 
would expand the facility to 144 
beds.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

AUSTIN (AP) — An effort to pull 
identifying information about some 
public school employees from public 
records got initial approval from the 
Texas House on Thursday.

The bill by Rep. Diane Patrick, R-
Arlington, would keep confidential 
information such as home addresses 
and cell phone numbers on public 
school teachers and employees.

Teachers, principals and other 
school employees say keeping the re-
cords private will protect them from 
identity theft.

But journalists and open records 
advocates object to what they say is 
a deal breaker — removing the days 
and months of birth dates from open 
records.

Journalists use birth dates to iden-
tify people with the common names, 
particularly when comparing lists of 
public employees with criminal re-
cords.

“The full birth date can not only 
catch someone, but it can also exoner-
ate someone. And we’re afraid with-
out the full birth date, we won’t have 
the same system of checks and bal-
ances,” said Keith Elkins, executive 
director of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Foundation of Texas.

The Association of Texas Profes-
sional Educators applauded the pas-
sage of Patrick’s bill Thursday.

Under the latest version of the bill, 
a school district would also have to 
release information if it finds during 
a background check that an employee 

was convicted of a sex offense or vio-
lent crime.

“(Educators) wanted to have only 
the most sensitive of information pro-
tected. And there’s no attempt to hide 
any information that’s pertinent, that 
parents or newspapers or anyone 
would want to know about criminal 
convictions,” Patrick said.

Patrick’s bill for school employees 
must win final approval in the House 
before it can go to the Senate. At least 
four other bills seeking to pull all 
state employee birth dates from pub-
lic records are still awaiting votes in 
committees.

TEXAS MOVIES
Surrounded by cheering film indus-

try workers, Gov. Rick Perry signed 
legislation Thursday aimed at help-
ing Texas lure more movies and tele-
vision shows to the state. The new law 
takes effect immediately because it 
passed by large margins in the House 
and Senate.

Texas already had a film and televi-
sion incentives law. But Democratic 
Rep. Dawnna Dukes of Austin, the 
House leader of the measure, said the 
new law gives the governor’s Texas 
Film Commission more leeway in 
deciding on the size of grants it can 
award to production companies.

That’s going to make Texas more 
competitive nationally after a few 
years of losing out on movie and tele-
vision business to other states like 
Louisiana and New Mexico, industry 

officials say.
Perry went to filmmaker Robert 

Rodriguez’s Troublemaker Studios 
in Austin to sign the bill. Rodriguez, 
who filmed his “Spy Kids” movies 
and other productions in Texas, said 
now he’ll get to remain in the state for 
upcoming projects like “Machete,” 
‘’Sin City 2” and “The Jetsons.”

NURSE SHORTAGE
The House on Thursday gave the 

final OK to a measure that would 
increase incentives some nursing 
schools get for hiring more teachers 
and graduating more nurses.

The state estimates that Texas is cur-
rently short 22,000 nurses. If the gap 
isn’t closed, the number could reach 
70,000 by 2020 as more nurses retire 
and the population grows.

The proposal by Brenham Republi-
can Rep. Lois Kolkhorst would target 
some state grants toward hiring nurs-
ing faculty at other schools. She is 
also behind incentives in the budget 
that would reward nursing schools 
that have a more than 70-percent 
graduation rate.

Supporters of Kolkhorst’s bill say 
nursing schools can’t get more gradu-
ates until they have more teachers.

Texas nursing schools had to turn 
away 8,000 qualified applicants in 
2008 because they didn’t have enough 
faculty, said Rep. Donna Howard, D-
Austin. 

Howard, a former nurse supporting 
the bill, said highly-trained nurses 

needed in schools can make around 
$20,000 more working in the field than 
in academia.

If Kolkhorst’s proposals move for-
ward, about half of state grants for 
nursing schools would go to those 
that need the funding up front to hire 
more faculty in order to increase 
graduation rates.

GLASS HOUSE
Less than a week after displaying 

unusual harmony on the state bud-
get, the Texas House seemed like the 
chamber of old Thursday with some 
unexpected fireworks.

The flareup came on a seemingly 
simple measure to stiffen the penal-
ties in cases of assault by strangula-
tion or suffocation. 

The bill by Rep. Pete Gallego of Al-
pine would make the offense a third-
degree felony in domestic violence 
cases.

But a failed amendment by Rep. 
Harold Dutton, D-Houston, to require 
physical evidence on the victim be 
presented, brought a couple of shout-
ing matches. 

The amendment failed on a close 
vote, which was upheld by a rare roll 
call vote verification.

Gallego argued that requiring proof 
or a witness would deter abuse vic-
tims from pressing charges.

Shortly after the bill was tentatively 
approved, Gallego apologized for rais-
ing his voice and several hugs could 
be seen across the chamber.

State Legislative Roundup▼

Receiver says Stanford companies were tangled mess 
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Announcements

!!!!TATTOO FANS!!!!
Sheri  is  celebrating  25 yrs. 
Tattooing in Sweetwater. Come 
help here celebrate. 

Saturday 25th 
2:00-6:00pm 

Check out our newly renovated 
shop. Air brush tattoo’s for 
kid’s. Register for Prizes. Get 
photographed especially my 
portrait clients. Spread the 
WORD. 

Sheri’s Texas Tattoo, 
Sweetwater, TX. 
(325)236-6234

ADOPTION: FACED with an 
unplanned pregnancy? Loving, 
childless couples await. Re-
ceive info/pictures: You 
choose. Open or Closed Adop-
tion. Assistance Available. Call 
Andrea 1-866-236-7638. 24/7.

FUN IN The Air Inflatable 
Games out of Abilene, is NOW 
servicing your area. 

Visit 
www.funintheair

inflatables.vpweb.com
(325)232-6647

Business Opportunity
ESTABLISHED LOCAL busi-
ness FOR SALE: Work week-
ends only and make 
30,000-$40,000 per year. Call 
(432)213-0529.

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational
“CAN YOU Dig It?” Heavy 
Equipment School. 3 wk train-
ing program. Backhoes, Bull-
dozers, Trackhoes. Local job 
placement asst. COULD 
QUALIFY FOR GI/VA BENE-
FITS. 1-866-362-6497.

Educational
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
FROM HOME. 6-8 weeks. Na-
tionally Accredited. Better op-
portunity for job placement. 
Payment Plan. FREE Bro-
chure.1-800-264-8330
www.diplomafromhome.com 
Benjamin Franklin High School

Garage Sales
2 FAMILY Garage  Sale: 
Saturday 8:00-? 706 Richie 
South 87 (Follow Signs). 
Washer, dryer, air conditioner 
and lots of misc. items. Award 
winning Brisket Burritos.

GARAGE SALE 2618 Chanute  
Saturday & Sunday 8am-2pm. 
Too much to list.

GARAGE SALE: 1003 E. 14th, 
Saturday only! 9:00am-4:00pm. 
Lots of misc. items.

GARAGE SALE: 200 Banks 
Road. (Sand Springs Area), 
Saturday 8-Noon. Lots of baby 
clothes and items, Too much to 
list. For directions call 
(432)213-2451.

MULTI. FAMILY Garage Sale: 
2600 Warehouse Rd, Saturday 
8-? Furniture, baby clothes, 
tools, TV’s, appliances, Boat, 
knick-knacks and lots and lots 
of misc. Also have Blue Heeler 
Puppies for Sale. 

TALL CITY TRADE DAYS
Saturday May 2, 9am-6pm

Sunday May 3, 12-5pm
621 West Wall

Midland, Tx
Antiques, collectibles, jewelry, 
outdoor furniture, outdoor 
items, CB’s, ham radio acces-
sories, western, rustic, primi-
tive,   and   much   more, 
VENDORS WELCOME 
(432)631-0626. or 
www.tcemidland.com

Help Wanted
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

*Entry Level
*Customer service

*Management training
*Set Up/Display

$400-$500/ wk to start
ACT NOW! CALL

(432)517-4522

$$$$Immediate opening$$$$
Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez

Texas State Veterans Home
We recognize our employees 

are our greatest asset,
providing flexible schedules 

and one of the most attractive 
benefits packet. 

Currently hiring the 
following positions:

Weekend/PRN
Registered Nurse Home 
Supervisor- 2 Positions

Licensed Vocational Nurse-
2 Positions
Shift- 2-10

PRN-Certified 
Medication Aide

Salary Based On Experience
1809 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring, Tx 79720
(432)268-8387

Fax (432)268-1987 
“Equal Opportunity Employer”

badominguez@
sears-methodist.com

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Police Officer - 

(Certified and Non-Certified) 
Seasonal Parks Maintenance

Seasonal- 
Golf Course Maintenance 
Communications Officer

Water Treatment Plant Tech
Assistant Superintendent- 

Golf Course
Equal Opportunity 

Employer
For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

Help Wanted
DENTAL HYGIENIST Needed- 
professional, enthusiastic, 
team oriented, strong knowl-
edge in periodontics and pa-
tient education. We believe in 
quality care not quantity care. 
Salary $42,265.00-$55,594.00 
per year, depending on experi-
ence, based on 4 days per 
week, paid CE, vacation, sick 
leave, medical insurance, uni-
form allowance. Please fax 
your resume to (325)236-6268 
or email to 
rb81770@yahoo.com

HYGIENE COORDINATOR/
CERTIFIED DENTAL

ASSISTANT
Wanted, Hygiene Coordinator/ 
Certified Dental Assistant for a 
very progressive practice who 
has strong communication 
skills, organizational skills, 
strong people skills, and 
self-motivated. Must be a 
“Team-player”! 4 weeks vaca-
tion and a 4 day work week. 
Send resume to 
bigspringdds@yahoo.com

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for following position.
Operations Planner – Respon-
sible for managing the District’s 
preventative maintenance pro-
gram.  Perform administrative 
support including maintaining 
operations records, and main-
taining asset inventory. Inter-
mediate level position, ad-
vanced computer skills re-
quired.  
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at 
www.crmwd.org the District’s 
office, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720 or by call-
ing (432) 267-6341.

Items for Sale
4 TON AC Condenser  (used 
only 2 years). $375.00. Call 
(432)263-7478.

4PC BEDROOM set. New, still 
in boxes. $425. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
FULL Pillow Top mattress set, 
with warranty. $140. 
432-664-8980.

CHERRY SLEIGH-BED solid 
wood still in box with mattress 
set, both new $395, 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
2 Piece Queen Mattress Set. 
New. In plastic with warranty. 
$150. 432-664-8980.

Want to Buy
LOOKING TO Buy about 25 
acres in Martin or Howard 
Counties. Call (432)978-4284.

Items for Sale
NEW MICRO Fiber Sofa and 
Loveseat. Never opened. Only 
$565. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
Name Brand Pillow Top King 
mattress with foundation and 
warranty. All NEW $250. 
432-664-8980.

RIDING MOWER Sears Crafts-
man LT 2000, 17.5 HP, 42 
inches, 6 speed. Used Only 
One Summer. $800.00 Cash. 
Call (432)267-1254.

Lost and Found
FOUND YELLOW male cat 
with green collar. Please call 
(432)267-8636 or 556-4034.

Lost and Found
FOUND YORKSHIRE Terrier. 
Please call to identify 
(432)816-9723.

REWARD- LOST dog 8 yrs. 
old female, Lab mixed. Black 
w/white chest & paws. Answers 
to Lady. Lost at Neighbors 
Store.  Call (432)816-8244.

Miscellaneous
DIRECTV SATELLITE Televi-
sion, FREE EQUIPMENT, 
FREE 4 Room Installation,
FREE HD or DVR Receiver 
Upgrade. Packages from 
$29.99/mo. Call DIRECTV Sat 
TV for Details 1-888-420-9468.

HOMEOWNERS WANTED!
Kayak Pools is looking for 
Demo Home sites to display 
our virtually 
“Maintenance-Free” Pool.
Save thousands with unique 
opportunity !!
Call 1-800-31KAYAK Discount 
Code: 735L15.

IF YOU USED THE ANTIBI-
OTIC DRUG LEVAQUIM BE-
TWEEN 2003 and The Pre-
sent Time and Suffered a Ten-
don Rupture, you may be enti-
tle to Compensation. Call At-
torney Charles Johnson.
1-800-535-5727.

MARBLE TOP pub dining set 
Brand new, never used, $299. 
806-549-3110...........................
Day bed, wrought iron frame & 
spring foundation, $199. mat-
tress avail. $99. 806-549-3110.

RESORT CAMPING! Camp 
Nationwide, Only $10/$15 
night! Over 1000 Locations.
Call Now For Details 
800-507-1003.

Stone tile table and chairs, 
BRAND NEW!!! $260. 
806-549-3110.

On the Farm
2008 HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
Tridan (Sweet)

1- 2500 Round Bales 5x6
806-239-1942

SAM STEVENS 60ft. folding 
sprayer (300 gal. tank) with 
hyd. pump, Yetter 28ft. Rotary 
Hoe, Hamby 9 row bed knifer, 
Kinze 8 row Planter, 17 Shank 
Chisel Plow, 9 row triple bar 
Lister-cultivator and CMC Mod-
ule Builder. (432)399-4406.

Pets
AKC SHIH-TZU puppies. 
Sweet personality. $300.00 to 
See Call (432)267-1254.

FREE to GOOD Home- Indoor 
Cat (Daisy) Female. Spayed 
and declawed. Current on all 
shots. Call (432)267-6737 or 
816-1061.

LOOKING FOR Great Dane 
and Schnauzer Males to breed 
my females. Call 
(337)353-1586.

Real Estate for Rent

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security Patrol
HUD OK

Real Estate for Rent

1311 TUCSON 2 bdrm, 1 bath,  
CH/A, fenced yard, garage, ex-
tra storage. $650/month, 
$600/deposit. Call 
432-213-4647.

1312 WOOD, 2 Bdrm, 1 bath, 
large fenced back yard. No 
Hud. $600. month, $300.00. 
Call (432)213-2857.

1504 Wood. 2 bdrm Duplex. 
All bills paid.  $600.00 month, 
$500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)264-6611.

3202 AUBURN 3 bdrm, 1 bath,  
Tile floors, CH/A, garage, 
fenced yard. $750/month, 
$700/deposit. Call 
432-213-4647.

4200 PARKWAY 3 bedroom, 1  
bath, CH/A. $600. Month, 
$400. deposit. NO HUD, Smok-
ing or Pets. Call 
(432)270-3849.

602 1/2 GEORGE- Close to 
College. 1 Bedroom House. 
Carport, CH/A. $500.00 month 
plus deposit. No pets. No HUD. 
Call (432)267-2296.

TANGLEWOOD GROVE 
****$99 SPECIAL****

2 Bedroom Top Floor Only
*with Application approval & 

$200 Deposit
Senior Citizen Discount & 

Housing Accepted
3304 W. Hwy. 80
Big Spring, TX
(432)714-4840

Real Estate for Sale
113 JONESBORO, 4 Bdrm, 2 
bath, 2 living area, sun room. 
2,400 sq. ft + 600 sq. ft upstairs 
storage. Detached 2 car ga-
rage, patio & pond. 2 Storage 
sheds- Shop all on 1-2/3 acres. 
$159,900.00. Call 
(432)267-2107.

1804 SETTLES- 2 Bdrm, 1 
bath, fenced backyard.  Needs 
a little TLC. $10,500.00. No 
Owner Financing. Call and ask 
for Elvis Payne (409)722-0096 
(409)553-1373, (409)553-0011.

2 BEDROOM, 1 bath, 2 car-
ports, small apt. in back, lots of 
storage, cellar. Call 
(432)816-4485 after 6:00pm.

2002 ALABAMA 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, 2 den, garage, fenced 
yard, sprinkler system. 
$59,500.00.  (432)267-9993.

4 BEDROOM 3 bath Foreclo-
sure Only $33,900! For Listings 
800-544-6258 x S382.

ACREAGE FOR Sale in Tubbs 
Addition. Please contact 
(432)213-0742.

LOVELY UPDATED 3 or 4 
bedroom , 2 bath home. 1641 
sq. ft. 80”s. Call Doris, 
(432)270-8920 or Home Real-
tors, (432)263-1284.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bd, 2 bath! 
Only $13,987! Must see! For 
listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bedroom, 
Only $209/mo!  5% dn 20 yrs 
@ 8%. For listings 
800-544-6258 ext. S384.

FORSAN ISD- 815 Timothy 
Ln., 4.5 acres, 2 bdrm, 2 bath 
singlewide- Needs Extensive 
Repairs. $29,500.00.  Owner 
Finance. 10% Down, $257. 
monthly. Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

Real Estate for Sale
I BUY Houses. Paid Cash, 
Quick Close. Call 
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCED! Easy 
Terms, no closing costs! 1307 
Mt. Vernon & 1413 Sycamore. 
Call Lana at TruStar RE 
(432)264-8166.

LAND FOR Sale, 10 acres lo-
cated South of Big Spring in 
Tubbs Addition. Total fenced, 
pipe gate entrances. Interested 
parties call 432-466-1056.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

OWNER   FINANCE.  2 Bdrm,  
1 bath. Low monthly. Low 
down. 745 Cypress (Colorado 
City).  Call (325)277-4923.

REDUCED- 3547 Sq. Ft. Brick-  
4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 3 living 
rooms,  2 car garage, 1-1/2 
acres. 8403 Gail Hwy. Below 
appraisal $179,500.00. 
432-270-4646. 

WANT TO Build a New Home? 
See these Lots!!!! 4000-4002 
Vicky Street, Corner- 81x110- 
$15,000., 3800-3802 Parkway- 
2 lots- total size 160x125- 
$10,000.00, 3800-3802 Dixon- 
2 lots- total size 120x125- 
$8,000.00 and 2425 East 25th 
Mountain View- lot 125x170- 
$10.000.00. Call Bill Chrane 
(432)213-0426.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
AFFORDABLE YARD Work. 
Free Estimates. Call Dusty 
(432)213-3913.

Vehicles
1997 ACURA Integra! $700 
OBO! Runs! For listings 
800-544-1092 x N237.

1997 PONTIAC Grand AM, 2 
door, 4 cylinder, automatic. 
$3,600.00. Call (432)213-2454.

Legals

Legals

Advertisement for Sealed Bids
The Howard County Junior College 
District is now accepting bids for 
the following:

RFB#09-005
Electronic Sign Construction

Documents may be obtained from 
Jason Mims, Director of Business 
Services, Howard College, 1001 
Birdwell Lane, Big Spring, TX 
79720, (432)264-5167. Sealed pro-
posals will be accepted through 
2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 12, 
2009, in the Practical Arts Building, 
room 105A, Howard College, 1001 
Birdwell Lane, Big Spring, TX 
79720, at which time they will be 
read into record. Vendors are in-
structed that a formal opening will 
not occur. The college will negoti-
ate with qualified vendors concern-
ing the bids submitted. The final 
determination of bid award will be 
made at a future board meeting.
All questions should be directed to 
Jason Mims, Director of Business 
Services, 1001 Birdwell Lane, Big 
Spring, TX 79720, e-mail 
jmims@howardcollege.edu. 
(432)264-5167. Howard County 
Junior College District reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids.
#6123 April 24 & 28, 2009

PUBLIC NOTICE
Howard County will receive sealed 
bids until 8:30 A.M. on May 11, 
2009 for the sale of two 1998 Bush 
Hog Mowers with shredders.
Mowers are available for inspection 
at the County Barn, 1011 N. San 
Antonio St., Big Spring, TX.
Detailed specifications may be ob-
tained by contacting Eddy 
Jameson, County Road Adminis-
trator at (432)264-2208.
Bids will be presented to the Com-
missioners’ Court at 10:00 A.M. on 
May 11, 2009 for their considera-
tion.
The Court reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids.
#6125 April 24 and May 1, 2009

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
1804 SETTLES, 2 Bdrm., 1 bath, fenced backyard. 

Needs a little TLC. $10,500.00. No Owner Financing. 
Call and ask for Elvis Payne

 (409) 722-0096
 (409) 553-1373 
(409) 553-0011 176781

ESTABLISHED LOCAL BUSINESS

FOR SALE:
Work weekends only and make 

30,000-40,000 per year.

Call 213-0529 175551

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
113 JONESBORO, 4 Bdrm., 2 bath, 2 living area, 
sun room. 2,400 sq. ft. + 600 sq. ft. upstairs storage. 
Detached 2 car garage, patio & pond. 2 Storage sheds-
Shop all on 1-2/3 acres.

$159,900.00
Call (432) 267-2107 175581

We Can Save 
You Money By

Advertising Your
Business In Our

Professional 
Service Directory! 

Call 
263-7331

for more information.
SSOOLLDD

SSOOLLDD
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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We salute: 
  Each week, the Herald salutes individuals 
and groups from our community and area 
who have been recognized for special achieve-
ments or accomplishments.  
We recognize these special people for work-
ing to help make our region a better place to 
live, work and play

  This week we salute:

Is there an individual or organization in 
our community that you feel should be 
saluted? If so, please send us their name 
and why you think they should be recog-
nized. We must have your name and tele-
phone number and you must provide it in 
writing.

Troy

Brewer

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT
• BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Kay Bailey 
Hutchison
U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy Neugebauer
U.S. Representative
19th Congressional Dist.

1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT
• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFLIN
State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (432) 213-2897

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

Addresses

Dr.
Don

Newbury

They’re really free at last

Harmonica-blowin’ ’round here

M
y 16-year-old is sadly 
addicted to dramatic 
love stories. She 
is the Chick Flick 

Queen of the Brewer household 
and quite often I get pulled 
into two gut-wrenching hours 
of her theatrical 
showground.  It all 
starts with her say-
ing “Daddy, you 
have to watch a 
movie with me to-
night,” and before 
I know it I have set 
through 120 min-
utes of love lost, 
romantic tears and 
passionate pursuit.

It always ends 
up with us talking 
about what’s real 
and how selfishness makes a 
five-minute story into a two-hour 
drama, but it’s her night and I 
don’t want to ruin it. In just a 
few years from now she won’t be 
in my arms any more and I want 
to redeem the time I still have 
with her as my little girl.

But know this, through the 
entire duration I quietly pray 
the Lord Jesus would send just 
one healthy hand grenade into 
the movie. I privately envision 
John Rambo swinging onto 
the set of The Way We Were or 
even John Bulishi yelling “food 
fight!” right in the middle of 
Terms of Endearment. Instead of 
female banter, I hear Lucky Ned 
Pepper say, “Well Rooster, will 
you give us the road?’ and John 
Wayne replies, “I aim to kill you 
in one minute, Ned, or hang you 
at Judge Parker’s convenience, 
which will it be?”   

 
Nice surprises

However, sometimes I am re-
ally surprised. In fact every so 
often a DVD goes into my collec-
tion instead of back to the rental 
place. I hate to admit it but I 
have learned there are some 
chick-flicks that are in fact great 
movies. Legends of the Fall, 

Father of the Bride, Always and 
P.S. I Love You are some of my 
favorites.

It just makes my day when I 
think I am going to hate a movie 
and end up loving it.

I really enjoy surprises in life, 
especially when it relates to bet-
ter things. Unexpected blessings 
always get my attention.

As a Christian, I get to be 
ridiculously optimistic all the 
time. I mean, when you follow 
and are in filled with the Spirit 
of a guy that slapped death in the 
face, it’s hard not to have confi-
dence. The magnitude of attitude 
can’t be underestimated, but I 
am often stunned and caught off 
guard with things way better 
than what I thought they would 
be.

What happened last week takes 
the cake.

 
Treasure in the trash

For more than 10 years, my 
ministry team has been commit-
ted to reaching the families who 
work in the dumps of Matam-
oros, Mexico. Most of them are 
victims of outrageous interest 
rates and loan scams, they are 
forced to mine mountains of filth 
for any form of value.

The dump was controlled by 
the Mexican Mafia or cartel 
and the only choice these fami-
lies had was to pay the money 
they didn’t have, prostitute the 
women to border brothels or 
work everyday as a group in the 
worst environment imaginable. 
Slavery did not end when Lin-
coln was president.

Over the years we have actu-
ally bought whole families, re-
deeming them and setting them 
free. In more than 80 trips, we 
have seen the farthest extremes 
of both victory and defeat. 
Twelve years ago I looked down 
and saw what I thought was a 
doll and was shocked to see it 
was a newborn baby boy only 
hours old. He barely survived 
but lives today as a happy kid in 

the orphanage we support down 
there.  The brother of the pastor 
we support, who works there 
every day, was shot in the head 
and murdered in that dump. 
There has been a lot of blood, 
sweat and tears invested there 
because we love those people so 
much and have a desperate ha-
tred for their slavery. More than 
1,500 people, less than 10 miles 
from Texas, with no hope to ever 
leave such a terrible place.

Imagine my shock when I 
drove into the dump last Friday 
and no one was there.

The Mexican military is at war 
with the drug cartels right now 
and through several gun battles, 
actually killed the main over-
lords of the trash dump. The rest 
of them have either fled to Texas 
or are in hiding somewhere in 
Mexico.

In an unprecedented act of ju-
bilee, everyone who owed money 
was actually set free and sent 
home to where they lived before 
coming to the border.  

We found about 60 people liv-
ing in the village because their 
homes are there but not slaving 
as they had before. They told us 
what had happened and we just 
stood there and wept. It’s one of 
the greatest miracles I have ever 
seen.

I never thought I would see it 
happen in my life time but I saw 
it last Friday with my own two 
eyes.

People being set free from 
tyrannical hopelessness and 
despair. Free to live life more 
abundantly and to dream again. 
It reminds of a story I heard 
about this man named Jesus and 
what He did for everyone who 
believes in Him.    

John 8:36
So if the Son sets you free, you 

will be free indeed.
 
The Rev. Troy Brewer welcomes 

your comments. Contact him 
through his Website @ www.
FreshFromTheBrewer.com

F
or me to feign under-
standing of harmonica-
playing is akin to head-
nodding about galaxies 

when the best I can offer on the 
topic is a croaky rendition of 
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.”

I recall pre-
school awe of 
adults who could 
produce consider-
able music from 
the little instru-
ments we called 
“French harps” or 
“mouth organs.”

It seems to me 
that a windbag 
who knows a 
little music would 
have a leg up 
in harmonica-
playing contests. I 
can exhale with the best of ‘em, 
but contorting my mouth and 
cupping my hands in a manner 
to produce melodies worthy of 
hearing by other ears are beyond 
me.

Memories flooded when I 
heard “The Harmonichords,” a 
quartet well-known for harmon-
ica concerts over a vast area. (I 
had previously thought that all 
harmonica players were solo-
ists.)

Talented and passionate, the 
musicians from Dallas and 
Garland race across harmonicas 
like monkeys on a midnight raid 
of a banana plantation. Their 
work is orchestra-like for many 
reasons. In their arsenal are in-
struments of all sizes, including 
some one-inchers with just four 
notes. Others span two feet with 
four octaves and 48 chords.

Listening to their music and 
banter, I heard periodic heavy 
breathing. Maybe this is be-
cause three of them are 85 years 
of age, and the senior member 
is 87. They’re all veterans of 
World War II, and have made 

320 appearances in 14 years. 
The Harmonichords faithfully 
practice weekly on Wednesday 
afternoons,

They learned their skills in 
their youth and their combined 
experience totals almost 300 
years.

“We consider gigs one at a time 
in these days,” said Jim Patter-
son, 87. “We aren’t as young as 
we used to be,” he joked. “Some 
people say they don’t know 
where their next meal is coming 
from; sometimes we don’t know 
where our next breath is coming 
from.”

He and his “little” brother, 
Bill, still move about vigorously, 
lugging in the equipment, then 
setting up speakers and micro-
phones. Don Sanders plays the 
lead chromatic harmonica from 
a wheelchair and Tom Bamford 
is also limited physically.

Their repertoire consists 
largely of music from the ’30s, 
’40s and ’50s. Interspersed are 
humorous stories and novelty 
harmonica sounds that could 
be mistaken for train whistles, 
Model-T engines and barking 
dogs on fox chases. They also 
feature several hymn favorites.

Then, they offer a medley of 
musical tribute to participants 
of all five branches of the U.S. 
military. Jim Patterson asked 
that hands be raised when “we 
play your branch’s tune.”

Of the 80 or so present at the 
church senior adult luncheon 
where I heard “The Harmon-
ichords,” only a couple didn’t 
have hands in the air. The rest 
were military veterans, par-
ents, siblings or widows of vets. 
At medley’s end, tears flowed 
freely.

Following the program, I asked 
the musicians if they’d try to add 
a member when one of them has 
to drop out. I mentioned maybe 
searching for a harmonica-play-

ing youngster, maybe 55-60 years 
of age. “You could call him ‘Son-
ny,’” I added. “Then you could 
change your name to “Sonny 
and the Harmonichords.”

“There aren’t many ‘Sonnies’ 
out there,” Jim observed. “At 
least none that I know of who 
play harmonicas.”

I’m afraid he nailed it.
Fewer and fewer “give a 

HOOT.”
   Uh, that deserves an expla-

nation. HOOT is an acronym 
for “Harmonica Organization 
of Texas.” It meets monthly — 
usually with 40 or 50 members 
present — at Richland College in 
Dallas.

On the drive home, I heard a 
baseball broadcaster mention 
the “on deck” batter.

I thought of the late Kate 
Smith, whose rendition of “God 
Bless America” thrilled our 
souls, and of the late Paul Har-
vey, whose daily radio commen-
taries stirred hearts across the 
land.

I considered the Rev. Dr. Billy 
Graham’s messages of hope and 
encouragement preached over a 
span of six-plus decades.

As I scanned the radio dial, 
news reports were dismal, pro-
viding few reasons to smile.

I pondered what comes next, 
wondering if “on deck” batters 
await. No one has succeeded 
Kate Smith or Paul Harvey. And 
there’s no one in sight with stat-
ure to match Dr. Graham’s.

I’m adding “The Harmon-
ichords” to my list of distin-
guished personalities who 
persevere with no “on deck” 
successors in sight.

   Dr. Don Newbury is a speaker 
and writer in the Metroplex. He 
welcomes inquiries and com-
ments. E-mail: newbury@speak-
erdoc.com. Phone: 817-447-3872. 
Web site: www.speakerdoc.com.

• The Howard College Dance Department, as 
well as students from Big Spring High School, 
the Dance Gallery and Legacy Dance of Midland, 
who are currently presenting the third annual 
Howard College Dance Show through Sunday at 
the Hall Center for the Arts.

• All those who were involved in Tuesday’s 
candidate forum, sponsored by the Big Spring 
Area Chamber of Commerce, particularly 16 of 
the 21 candidates seeking positions on city coun-
cils and school boards that attended the event.

• Frank Acosta, a sophomore psychology ma-
jor, who received the Presidential Award dur-
ing the Howard College Awards Convocation. 
Acosta’s award was the highest given among 
the more than 200 presented to students Tues-
day night.

• John Fisher, an associate professor of crimi-
nal justice, who was named Outstanding Edu-
cator of the Year during the Howard College 
Awards Convocation.

• Members of the Howard County Commission-
ers Court, past and present, who saw a dream 
realized Monday with the ribbon cutting for the 
new Howard County Jail, as well as the voters 
who approved the $11.5 million bond issue which 
made construction of the facility possible.

• All those who took part in the Third Annual 
Dee’s Trade Show at the Howard County Fair 
Barns last weekend.

• All those involved in the 27th annual How-
ard County Health Fair held Saturday at the 
Dorothy Garrett Coliseum. The event was held 
by the Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce 
and sponsored by the Herald, Big Spring Air-
Evac Lifeteam, Alon USA, Caring Hearts Home 
Health, Cornell Companies, Dora Roberts Reha-
bilitation Center H-E-B, KBST, KBYG, Lamun-
Lusk-Sanchez Texas State Veterans Home, 
Parkplace Retirement Living, Parkview Nurs-
ing and Rehab, Scenic Mountain Medical Cen-
ter, Warren Chiropractic Center, West Texas 
Centers for MHMR and West Texas VA Health 
Care Systems.

• Rosie and Roger Heyer, co-managers of the 
Best Western Palace Inn, which was named the 
May winner of Keep Big Spring Beautiful’s Do-
ing Your Part Award.

• Marie Mejia-Justice, who has been named the 
Hangar 25 Air Museum’s Veteran of the Month 

A Small Prayer

May we never wait until tomorrow to show 
Your love, Lord.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

AC & HEATING

Crossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &

 Ice Machines
We service all makes

and models!
Cell: (432) 270-0501

24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C 27

04
0

CROSSROADS REF-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:08:18 PM

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

TACLB006982E

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

16693 johnson sheet metal REVISED 4-21-09.indd   1 4/20/09   4:46:13 PM

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

1
8

3
0

3

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

AC & HEATING

BTS
Heating And Air
Servicing All Brands

Licensed And Insured

432-213-3861
TACLB00027937E 16

91
7

"Our Low Overhead Saves You Money?

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Castle 
Construction

Construct, Remodel or Repair
Your Castle

Remodeling, room additions, 
ceramic tile, cabinets, wood decks, 

doors & windows, fencing and 
repairs.

Devon Butler
432-466-3531 17131

17131 castle construction.indd   1 3/25/09   8:47:31 AM

FARM & RANCH

Garrett Feed 
& Hay

#1 Alfalfa and #1 Coastal
FULL LINE OF FEED

17161

Call:
432-661-9109

or
432-213-5991

Great
Prices!

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

AUTO REPAIR

TRUCK KOOL &
HEAVY EQUIPMENT

(W) 432-264-0363

ANGEL LEVARIO                    405 UNION
Call 432-213-3713    BIG SPRING, TX 79720

17
35

01

Truck, Auto And Heavy Equipment
Air Conditioning Service

BRICK

17
30

1

Concrete & Masonry
• Brick Work • Sidewalks

•Driveways
• Block Fences • Stucco • Etc.

Call Rey For
Free Estimate

(432) 517-2093

COMPUTER

17
29

81

THE SPECIALIST
20 Years Experience

ALL your computer needs
Repair - Upgrade On Site

Matt Grayson
432-263-3885

DIRT WORK

17349

J & W DIRT WORK
432-213-5342

Experienced / References
Good Rates

Free Estimates!!!

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33

8

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Michael's
Home & Bus. Repair
Carpentry, Interior and Exterior 
Painting, Drywall, Appliances 
& Fixtures, Minor Plumbing

 & Electrical.  
20+ Yrs. Exp.

HOW MAY I BE OF SERVICE
432-213-2316 172101

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

CONSTRUCTION

MATT'S CONSTRUCTION
Fencing, 

Yard Work,
Decks, Painting
FREE ESTIMATES

432-268-3151 174601

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Alleys • Tilling
Hauling • Tree Trimming

Cleanout Storage Buildings
Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service
816-6150 - Cell

267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES 16624

16624 danny scoggin-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:10:37 PM

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Lawn Service

Top Notch
Lawn Service
Lawns•Trees•Shrubs

Flower Beds•Sprinkler Repair 
Alleys Cleaned & Mowed

Pressure Washing
Commercial & Residential

Brad (432) 213-0031
Experienced - Quality Work

Satisfaction Guaranteed 16
82

6

16826-Top Notch Lawn.indd   1 3/13/09   9:21:57 AM

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED

16519 CYC LAWN.indd   1 2/13/09   8:53:37 AM

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

MOBILE CAR WASH

Wet-N-Go
Mobile Car 

Wash
"We Come To You"

17
09

2Contact # 432-978-5925
#432-816-1059

17092-car wash.indd   1 3/18/09   2:24:27 PM

LAWN SERVICE
David's Tree Service and 

Total Lawn Care
Great Quality Service

Low Competitive Price
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

is our #1 GOAL
Please Call For Estimate

432-264-9784
We will try and BEAT

anyones price.
17158

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Custom Wood Works
Handmade Cabinets,
Remodeling, Repairs, 
Painting And More.

Free Estimates
Call

(432) 213-5540
174541

HOME IMPROVEMENT
April Special all kinds of fence 
repairs, gate repairs, new gates, 

concrete work sidewalks, 
driveways, tile fences, vinyl 

fences, stucco work. 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Marquez Fence Co.
267-5714

Ask For Benny
"It's easier to do it right than to explain

why you did it wrong." 174591

POOLS

Call for all your
Pool Maintenance

and More!!

POOL DECKS
and PAINTING

PUMPS • FILTERS
LINERS

ABEL MORELION (432) 213-5521
213-0178 • 213-5383

1319 Tuscon Rd. • Big Spring, TX 79720 17
45

71

PAINTING

Tonn Painting
For A Brush Of Class
Residential & Commercial

25 Years Exp.
FREE ESTIMATES

Home 432-264-7222
Cell 832-488-5292 17449
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NEED MONEY
Get A Quick, Easy & Confidential

PAYDAY LOAN
Quick Cash

$ $
432-263-4400      OPEN SATURDAYS       612 S. Gregg

16266

16266-QUICK CASH-2-3-09.indd   1 2/3/09   9:10:57 AM

Hangar 25 Air Museum Presents The
2009 Kid’s Klub Poetry

Contest
Poetry Contest Theme

Pride in our Country’s Heritage
AGE DIVISIONS

Captain’s Division: 15-18   Cadet’s Division: 11-14 
Junior Cadet’s Division: 7-10

For questions call 264-1999 175172

175172 hangar 25-4-17.indd   1 4/17/09   8:23:31 AM

An oyster is a hard-
shelled creature 
that barely opens 
up to filter his din-

ner. We have 
learned how to 
make him say 
“Aaah” so we 
can hide some 
irritant in him. 
Quickly, he 
clams up, then 
starts to cover 
the irritant 
with a secre-
tion, and lo, we 
have a pearl!

Many of the 
people I talk with are going 
through some sort of irritant 
or crisis in their lives: sick-
ness, personal relationships, 
the consequences of bad deci-
sions, wrong living, being at 

the wrong place at the wrong 
time. 

Crisis, or adversity, is a nat-
ural part of life. Life without 
adversity doesn’t exist. How 
do the majority of people 
handle adversity? Faith. The 
lens of our faith allows us to 
view our lives and our adver-
sity as a whole.

But, what is faith? We can’t 
talk about it unless we define 
it. Faith is that which gives 
our lives meaning and pur-
pose. I’m going to narrow 
that to talk about a faith in 
God. Granted, there are other 
expressions of faith, but the 
essential points remain. 

Faith gives us hope.  In 
what? That there is some-
thing more out there, infi-
nitely more than ourselves. 
That this crisis will pass. 

That our lives have purpose. 
That our lives are meaning-
ful. That our lives are not fu-
tile and our failures are not 
final. This, in sum, is faith. A 
hope that is important to life 
and to living.

If faith is important to life, 
does crisis give us the right 
to question our faith? I be-
lieve it does. I think in the 
midst of crisis it is natural 
for a person to ask, “Why, 
God?” Usually, this question 
means, “Why God? Why me? 
Why now?” But, is asking 
this a bad thing? No, not at 
all. 

Only when we ask those 
hard questions do we find an 
answer. Only when we ask 
those hard questions can we 
know what we believe and 
why we believe it. Only when 

we know what we believe 
and why we believe it do we 
have a faith. Why is it impor-
tant to know our faith?

Faith is something that 
combines the intellectual 
and the experiential, the 
head and the heart. We need 
both to have a vital faith. In 
the midst of crisis, the intel-
lectual arguments for a faith 
may go out the window. The 
experiential, what we know 
because we have experienced 
it, confirms our faith, what 
we already believe. Faith is 
believing in something be-
yond our experience, beyond 
our education, beyond our 
intelligence. In short, it is 
moving beyond ourselves. 

Do we know in our hearts 
and our head that our faith 
is valid, that our faith is 

real, that our faith is true? 
What happens when we 
have a faith that is valid, 
real and true? It becomes a 
living faith. What does this 
mean? A living faith is one 
that changes us into better 
people. 

This is a yardstick by 
which we measure not just 
if we have a faith but if that 
faith is real. When we have 
a living faith, then we can 
respond to adversity in our 
lives.  We can be bent by the 
crisis, rather than let the cri-
sis break us. We can become 
better and not bitter. We 
can go on to the future and 
not live in the past. We can 
respond to others and be less 
selfish. 

We can respond to the irri-
tant and turn it into a pearl!

Respond to adversity by having a living faith

Chaplain

Scott

Jimenez

Church News▼

First Presbyterian, 
Coahoma           

The friendly folks at First Presby-
terian Church, Coahoma invite any-
one to come and worship with us. We 
meet at 11 a.m. Sunday to share the 
scriptures, sing, pray and worship, 
led by Commissioned Lay Pastor Tom 
Koger.

Last Sunday, we appreciated Dan 
Miracle’s preaching.

The lectionary for the third Sunday 
of Easter is Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; I 
John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48.

National Day of Prayer
The Crossroads area is invited to 

participate in the National Day of 
Prayer, Thursday, May 7, by attend-
ing a public gathering at First United 
Methodist Church’s Garrett Hall from 
12:15-12:45 p.m. Bring your own bag 
lunch. Tea, water and coffee will be 
provided. Those who cannot attend or 
do not want to attend are encouraged 
to participate at their home, church, 
business or however they wish.

First Presbyterian, 
Big Spring

Bible study met at 5:17 p.m., and the 
youth group and choir practice at 6 
p.m. Wednesday. The Session met at 
6 p.m. Monday in the library and the 
Encourager’s group met at the same 
time in the fellowship hall.        

The 2009 Spring Gathering of Pres-
byterian Women of Tres Rios Presby-
tery will be held in Big Spring from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  Saturday. The meeting 
title is “Presbyterian Women in Mis-
sions: 200 Years and Going Strong,” 
and will feature Marj Carpenter, past 
moderator of the General Assembly 
PC(USA), and Patti Nance, Synod of 
the Sun Mission interpreter.

Monika Robinson will be in charge 
of refreshments for “Take Ten” Sun-
day.

Presbyterian Women will meet 
Tuesday in the church library for 
the Bible study of the book “Jubilee: 
Luke’s Gospel” by D. Lindsay Mor-
gan.

The lectionary for the third Sun-
day of Easter is Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 
4; I John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48. The 
“Noisy Offering,” used to help allevi-
ate hunger in the community and the 
world, will be received Sunday. Pre-
sentations by the choir are “He Shall 
Reign” by Craig Courtney and “The 
Heavens Are Telling” by Ludwig von 
Beethoven. “Look Who’s Here” is the 
title for the Rev. Bert Bronaugh’s ser-
mon, based on Luke 24:36-48.

First United Methodist 
This Sunday our senior pastor, the 

Rev. Sharon Wiese, will preach at 
both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. ser-
vices of worship.

Her message is titled “Do You Know 
Your DNA?”based on First Peter 2:4-5 
and 9-10.

Following the early service the 
Philathea Senior Adult Class and the 
Questers Class will be serving break-

fast burritos as a fund-raiser for our 
Relay For Life teams. Please come 
early and enjoy the fellowship and 
good food for such a good cause: to 
find a cure for cancer.

And along that line we would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all 
those in our congregation and this 
community for the outpouring of 
love and support that has been given 
to our youth director’s young fam-
ily.  Brent’s wife Amy has completed 
her surgery and is getting ready to 
start her chemo.  Please continue to 
keep her and all of her family in your 
hearts and prayers .

There will be a special meeting at 
noon in Garrett Hall following the 
late service.  This is the time set aside 
for our Safe Sanctuaries training and 
is especially for all those who are in-
volved in children and children’s ac-
tivities in our church and includes 
ushers, teachers, staff and kids club 
workers.  A light lunch will be served 
to all those in attendance.

Mark your calendars, First Method-

ist will host the community National 
Day of Prayer at noon May 7 in Gar-
rett Hall.

Check our new Web site at www.
fumcbs.com. It’s all about the activi-
ties and schedules at First Methodist, 
where families grow in Christ.

Birdwell Lane Baptist
Greetings to you and your family. If 

you are seeking a church to worship 
in, we invite you to visit us at 1512 
Birdwell Lane. Sunday services are 
at 10:55 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Today, beginning at 2 p.m., the men 
of the church will have a father-son 
camp out at the Lake Thomas pavil-
ion. This will go through 5 p.m. Sat-
urday.

Children’s church is during the 
Sunday morning worship for ages 
3-12. We are a very friendly church 
with good quartet singing, plain Bible 
preaching and Sunday school classes 
from pre-K to adult. A nursery is pro-
vided for babies and toddlers. 

Midweek service is 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday.
For a ride, call 264-9924 or 267-7157.
There is a ladies meeting Saturday 

at 11 a.m. to plan our May 9 mother-
daughter banquet.

For further information, call 267-
7157 or 267-8214.

College Baptist
CBC members have exceeded their 

goal of $2,500 for the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering by giving a total of 
$2,805. Their contributions will help 
fund North American missions.

Among the preparations for Vaca-
tion Bible School will be the VBS cake 
auction scheduled for Sunday, follow-
ing the evening worship service. This 
will be a time of fun and fellowship. 
All money donated will be used to 
help fund VBS.

Senior adults are looking forward 
to a trip to the Ball Ranch Saturday. 
They will enjoy dinner and a show.

Baptist Temple
This Sunday our sermon will be 

titled “God is Bigger Than My Life” 
from Exodus 1-2. Only God’s protec-
tion and intervention could have 
saved Moses when he was an infant. 
God offers his protection and inter-
vention in our lives, too.

Our weight-loss support group 
SPEED (Shedding Pounds Eagerly Ev-
ery Day) has changed meeting times. 
It now meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays in the 
Baptist Temple fellowship hall. There 
is no cost and it is open to anyone in-
terested.

We have Sunday school classes for 
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Sunday. Our wor-
ship services are at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Sunday. We also have activities for 
all ages at 7 p.m. Wednesdays.

For more information, call 267-8287 
or check us out on the Web at btcbig-
spring.org

St. Paul Lutheran
It’s bake sale time from 8 a.m. to 3 

p.m. Saturday, May 2, in the church 
library. Proceeds from the sale will 
benefit the High School Bible Class 
Fund. Stop by and choose your baked 
goods early.

St. Paul Lutheran invites everyone 
to join for worship service at 9 a.m. 
each Sunday with Sunday school for 
all at 10:15 a.m. We are located at 810 
Scurry and the office can be reached 
at 267-7163 Monday through Thurs-
day from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. We are led in 
worship by Pastor Wayne Frost.

Small group Bible study classes 
welcome you to attend. Contact the 
church office for times and places.

St. Mary’s Episcopal
Everyone is invited to attend wor-

ship services at St. Mary’s this Sun-
day. Holy communion will be cele-
brated at 10:30 a.m. Sunday school for 
all ages begins at 9:30 a.m.

The ECW will meet in the library 
Sunday following the 10:30 a.m. ser-
vice.

See CHURCH, Page 7A

Courtesy photo/Lyndel Moody

Big Spring High School honor band member Mylia Black plays her clarinet 
during the band’s opening piece “Pablo” by Richard Meyer at St. Mary’s 
Eastertide concert held Tuesday at the church. Hundreds attended the 
30-minute event held by the Parish as part of the Easter celebration. A sec-
ond concert is scheduled at noon Thursday and will feature an area handbell 
choir, instrumental trios and vocal quartets. St. Mary’s is located at 10th 
and Goliad streets in Big Spring. Admission is free and a light lunch will be 
provided.
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JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

REALTY ROOFING RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

Ventura-3-13-09.indd   1 3/13/09   9:16:29 AM

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins
432.213.5454

Pat Rutledge
432.270.7706

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

WELDING

Whiteley Bros. Construction

175531

Metal buildings
Welding
Demolition

Walter Whiteley
325-733-5820

Dakota Whiteley
432-599-0233

References Available

Boat docks
Oil field
Fencing

Office 325-644-1010

175531 whiteley bros-4-16 REVISED.indd   1 4/20/09   4:46:47 PM

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Dear Margo: I am a 
man in my mid-50s, hap-
pily married, with two 
college-age daughters. 
Some months ago I was 
traveling in an area 
where a woman who 
was once a big part of 
my life lives. She sent 
me a “Dear 
John” let-
ter many 
years ago 
saying she 
was getting 
m a r r i e d , 
invited me 
to the wed-
ding, and 
said he was 
a lot like 
me. 

I was dev-
a s t a t e d , 
but got on with my life. 
After my trip I sent her 
an innocuous birthday 
card. About a month 
later I wrote a letter say-
ing I had been in her 
area, thought of calling, 
but held back. I 
explained that I was 
hurt by what happened, 
still had feelings for her, 
and told her a little of 
my life. I have been 
overcome with thoughts 
and feelings about her. 
Well, a week later I got a 
stinging certified letter. 
“Do not contact me! I 
made my choice years 
ago, and I have not 
looked back. I am VERY 
happy and married to a 
man I love. Don’t call, 
contact, etc. I am VERY 
HAPPY with my life!!!”

 I was devastated all 
over again. Was I wrong 
to contact her? 
Obviously, I will not do 
that again, but I am real-
ly into healing wounds 
and leaving things in a 
good place. Her hysteri-
cal reaction made me 
wonder if she is OK. — 
Mr. G. in Texas

Dear Mr.: Actually, 
things were in a good 
place. Her “Dear John” 
letter was meant to be 
kind; she invited you to 
the wedding and paid 
you the compliment of 
saying her groom was a 
lot like you. If you are in 
your mid-50s with two 
kids in college, you were 
excised from this wom-
an’s life roughly 25 years 
ago. This makes me 
wonder if you are OK.

To be still “hurt by 
what happened” all 
those years ago is not 
what I would call healthy 
thinking. I suspect her 
over-the-top letter was 
meant to put you in your 

place. I will tell you this: 
If I unloaded a suitor 
years earlier and got a 
letter from him saying 
he still had strong feel-
ings for me, I would 
probably be displeased, 
too. 

The birthday card, 
without the declara-
tions, would have been 
acceptable — maybe. 
You might want to look 
into why you are obsess-
ing about this woman, 
seeing as how you are 
happily married. — 
Margo, skeptically 

When Anger Can Be 
Your Friend

Dear Margo: I was 
involved with a man 
who betrayed me on 
many levels. He was a 
compulsive liar who 
stole money from me 
more than once. I had 
nothing but good inten-
tions toward him and 
became involved with 
him while trying to help 
him through a difficult 
time.

His betrayal devastat-
ed me. Although I’ve cut 
him out of my life, I’m 
finding it extremely dif-
ficult to move on. I still 
feel a lot of pain and 
resentment, perhaps 
because he never apolo-
gized or showed remorse. 
What can I do to forgive 
and let the hurt go? — 
Can’t Move On

Dear Can’t: First of 
all, why would you 
expect an apology, let 
alone remorse, from a 
skunk who behaved as 
he did? To put this trau-
ma behind you, just 
review what a rat he was 
and how sleazily he 
behaved. (Sorry for the 
animal metaphors.) 

I have found that anger 
can be a useful tool for 
moving on. Remind 
yourself that this man 
repaid your kindness 
and affection with perfi-
dy — and then get mad. 
I also suspect you’re 
mad at yourself for being 
a poor judge of charac-
ter. 

Just accept the fact 
that you hooked up with 
a lout and vow to be 
more intuitive next 
time. In other words, 
forgive yourself for the 
bad judgment, make 
your peace with having 
had rotten luck, and go 
forward. — Margo, 
acceptingly 
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Some things are 
better left unsaid

Margo

Howard

The Taurus new moon 
near Earth Day is a cel-
ebration of the home 
planet. New moons sym-
bolize a fresh start and 
many of us will make 
resolutions to live 
greener out of apprecia-
tion for 
our natu-
ral envi-
ronment . 
It’s also a 
time to 
take on 
p e r s o n a l 
p r o j e c t s 
and forge 
r e l a t i o n -
s h i p s . 
D e c i d e 
whom you 
want to 
know and make a friend-
ly gesture. 

ARIES  (March 
21-April 19). Beware of 
dealing with people who 
are too restrained. Poke 
around and see if you 
can get a reaction and 
more information. You 
need a better sense of 
the character of those 
you are involved with. 

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). You want 
important things, and a 
few frivolous things, 
too. The frivolous things 
take precedence —- 
that’s what makes you 
so fun. As you indulge 
in the lighter side of life, 
big issues are being 
resolved. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). You may provide a 
safe place for someone 
to come for companion-
ship, support and care. 
It’s nice for the other 
person, but does it real-
ly feed your soul? You 
need passion now. Seek 
it and/or create it. 

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). In order to 
do your work, you need 
peace and quiet. Protect 
yourself from intrusion. 
Unwanted pests, phone 
calls and other interrup-
tions will not be a prob-
lem if you take mea-
sures to prevent them. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
You have special 
insights into the human 
spirit. You also see what 
motivates people. You 
will finally understand 
a behavior in yourself 
or in someone else that 
you once found perplex-
ing. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). There may be tech-
nological glitches or 
problems with electron-
ics. The good news is, 
it’s all easily solved. 
These issues make you 
extra appreciative and 
respectful of the equip-
ment you use on a daily 

basis.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

23). Face-to-face meet-
ings are important to 
the success of a project, 
deal or relationship. 
There is much that can 
be accomplished remote-
ly, but it’s not the same. 
You won’t regret mak-
ing the extra effort to 
meet in person.

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). You crave 
the sweet life, which 
may manifest itself in 
your setting up dates, 
making appointments 
or literally savoring des-
sert. You deserve the 
rush of energy that 
comes from such activi-
ties, but do take it easy!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). People 
around you have money 
to spend and you’re just 
the one to tell them 
where to spend it. You 
have ideas that will cre-
ate a win-win situation 
for everyone. And your 
ability to sell those ideas 
is particularly strong 
now.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). Social events 
that include all ages will 
be lucky for you. You 
never know who knows 
whom. Strike up a con-
versation, even if you 
don’t feel particularly 
inspired to do it. You’ll 
make just the connec-
tion you need. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). Theoretical 
information excites 
your intellect. But how 
can you actually apply 
this to your life? After 
all, you want change 
and improvement. Seek 
hands-on training. Find 
a teacher who has done 
this before.

PISCES  (Feb. 
19-March 20). You will 
be busy building the 
morale of your family. 
Though your group may 
not seem to need the 
boost, it’s still crucial. 
It’s the extra things you 
do —the effort you make 
that you don’t have to 
make —- that forges 
bonds.

WEEKEND LOVE 
FORECAST: ARIES: 
You’re not sure where a 
loved one is coming 
from, but you can find 
out with a little gentle 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
TAURUS: You will com-
mit yourself to taking 
better care of someone, 
possibly yourself. 
GEMINI: You’ll be 
attracted to the person 
who has fresh ideas, 
and repelled by anyone 
that has the possibility 
of being a bore. 

CANCER: You’ll make 
a fascinating connec-
tion with someone who 
shares one of your rath-
er ethereal interests. 
LEO: You love with 
velocity. Be careful not 
to overpower anyone 
with your energy. 
VIRGO: Loosen up on 
your expectations of a 
loved one and you will 
be pleasantly surprised 
by what occurs. LIBRA: 
Decorate with the one 
you love. Your taste gets 
even better (if that’s pos-
sible) because of shared 
decisions. SCORPIO: 
Loving someone makes 
everything seem easier. 
Your decisions will 
reflect what’s best for 
all. SAGITTARIUS: 
Your deft handling of a 
delicate matter earns 
you tremendous respect. 
CAPRICORN: You may 
be put in an awkward 
position, but you will 
turn it into an opportu-
nity for romance. 
AQUARIUS: You are 
inclined to say what’s 
on your mind and loved 
ones receive the infor-
mation to positive effect. 
PISCES: Go along for 
the ride with adventur-

ous friends and you’ll 
have an exciting encoun-
ter of your own. 

COUPLE OF THE 
WEEKEND: Taurus 
and Libra are both ruled 
by Venus and have a 
great deal in common. 
These two strive to 
make the world beauti-
ful by arranging it in a 
personally pleasing 
way. Both relax when 
they are in a lovely envi-
ronment. And though 
they have discerning 
taste, they are still open-
minded when it comes 
to delighting the senses. 
Ideal dates this week-
end include nature, gar-
dens and fresh foods.

If you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Holiday Mathis page, 
or you may send her a 
postcard in the mail. To 
find out more about 
Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.
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1003 E. FM 700 • Big Spring, TX 79720
Phone: (432) 263-5999

Facsimile: (432) 263-9998
Cell Phone: (432) 967-2124

DPatrick@commpasshospice.com

AIRPORT BAPTIST
1208 Frazier St.         263-7451

BAPTIST TEMPLE
400 11th Place             267-8287

BEREA BAPTIST
4204 Wasson Rd.          267-8438

BIRDWELL LANE BAPTIST
1512 Birdwell Lane

CALVARY BAPTIST
1200 W. 4th.               263-4242

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHUIRCH
5108 Nichols Rd., Big Spring, TX

432-398-5469
(Elbow Community)
COLLEGE BAPTIST

1105 Birdwell Lane        267-7429
Gateway BAPTIST

Gatesville Street  263-4883
EAST FOURTH BAPTIST

401 East 4th                267-2291
EAST SIDE BAPTIST

1108 E. 6th                 267-1915
FIRST BAPTIST

705 W. FM 700            267-8223
FIRST BAPTIST

Knott
FIRST BAPTIST

201 South Ave., Coahoma
FIRST BAPTIST

Sand Springs             393-5565
FIRST MEXICAN

701 N.W. 5th
FORSAN BAPTIST CHURCH

201 W. Main                457-2342
Forsan, TX

HILLCREST BAPTIST
2000 W. FM 700            267-1639

IGLESIA BAUTISTA
CENTRAL

2105 Lancaster S.         267-3396
IGLESIA BAUTISTA LA FE

408 State Street            267-7512
LUTHEN BETHEL BAPTIST

Gail Rt.
MIDWAY BAPTIST

E. I-20                      263-6274
MORNING STAR BAPTIST

403 Trades
MT. BETHEL BAPTIST

630 Sgt. Paredez         263-4069

PRAIRIE VIEW BAPTIST
Farm Mkt. Rd. 2230

PRIMERA BAUTISTA MISSION
701 N.W. 5th               263-1139    

PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
201 East 24th

SALEM BAPTIST
Old Colo. City. Hwy - Salem Rd
Spring Creek Fellowship

432-714-4584
TRINITY BAPTIST

810 11th Place            267-6344

CHRIST COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
1008 Birdwell Lane          263-5683

Bilingual Services ~ 6:00 p.m.
CORNERSTONE/COVENANT
706 E. 12th                  264-0015
TEMPLO BIBLIA ABIERTA

604 E. 13th St.             263-1998
LIFE CHURCH

600 EAST FM 700         263-7714
FAMILY FAITH VICTORY

CENTER, INT.
3401 E. 11th Pl. & FM 700   267-6001
Samuel A. Segundo, Jr., Pastor

SPRING OF LIFE CHURCH
Johnnie Sevey, Pastor
400 E. 21st    267-8658

Iglesia de Cristo
Anderson y Green St.

432-553-5559
CIRCUIT RIDER COWBOY CHURCH
Livestock Sale Barn   500 N. Birdwell Ln. 

HOUSE OF HOPE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Rev. Floyd Green, Jr., Pastor

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

1803 Wasson                 263-4411

KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES

1500 Wasson Rd.

ALIVE IN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS

2805 Lynn                          267-2594

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
810 Scurry                   267-7163

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1400 Lancaster

THE PENTECOSTALS OF
BIG SPRING

Jesus Name UPC
1004 Locust            432-263-0050

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
701 Runnels             263-4211

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
205 N. 1st Coahoma

THE SALVATION ARMY
811 West 5th   267-8239

TOLLETT ALL FAITH CHAPEL
Big Spring State Hospital

FRIENDS OF UNITY
100 A. S. Main (East Boxcar)

TEMPLO CENTRO DE ALABANZA
900 Magnolia

COLLEGE PARK CHURCH OF GOD
603 Tulane   (432) 267-8593

SPRING CREEK FELLOWSHIP
I-20 East to Salem Exit, Go under the overpass take left at 

the Service Rd. right before I-20 Ramp.  714-4584

BAKER’S CHAPEL AME METHODIST
911 North Lancaster      267-7158

COAHOMA UNITED  METHODIST
Main at Central

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
400 Scurry                     267-6394

NORTH BIRDWELL LANE
UNITED METHODIST

2702 N. Birdwell              263-2536

ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL
1001 Goliad                  267-8201

SPRING TABERNACLE
1209 Wright St.

FIRST CHRISTIAN
911 Goliad                 267-7851

ANDERSON STREET CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

Green & Anderson      263-2075

BIRDWELL LANE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
11th Place

CHURCH OF CHRIST
14th & Main

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
311 N. 2nd

SAND SPRINGS CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Nine Miles East of B.S. on
Thomas Rd.

WEST HIGHWAY 80
CHURCH OF CHRIST

3900 W. Hwy. 80         267-6483

CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY
15th & Dixie

FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
2009 Main                  267-6607

BAPTIST

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CHRISTIAN

EPISCOPAL

JEHOVAH WITNESS

LUTHERAN

LUTHERAN

METHODIST

NAZARENE

PENTECOSTAL

PRESBYTERIAN

OTHER

ADVENTIST CATHOLIC

GOSPEL

CHURCH OF  JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

CHURCH OF  GOD IN CHRIST

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
4319 Parkway        267-5381

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4th & Lancaster           267-7971

TEMPLO BELEN
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

2205 GOLIAD              267-2111

HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC PARISH

610 S. Main       432-714-4930

HOLY MISSION
302 E. 11th Place         432-270-1566

McGEE MEMORIAL CHURCH OF 
GOD IN CHRIST

1000 N.W. 3rd             267-6605
NEW LIFE

204 NW 10th               264-0771
POWERHOUSE OF GOD IN CHRIST

1311 Goliad

church directory 2-12-08.indd   1 2/13/09   9:24:46 AM
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Those who trust God’s action in 
them find that God’s spirit is in 

them - living and breathing God!

Romans 8:6 - The Message

Those who trust God’s action in 
them find that God’s spirit is in 

them - living and breathing God!

Romans 8:6 - The Message

May your roots go down deep into the soil 
of God’s marvelous love. And may you 

have the power to understand, as all God’s 
people should, how wide, how long, how 

high, and how deep his love really is.

Ephesians 3:17-18

Remember this: “God showed his 
great love for us by sending Christ 

to die for us while we were 
still sinners?

Romans 5:8

For I can do everything with 
the help of Christ who gives me 

the strength I need.
                   Philippians 4:13

“Perfect love expels all fear”       
(1 John 4:18)

Couldn’t you use some fear 
explusion?

He chose us from the beginning,
and all things happen just
as he decided long ago.

Ephesians 1:11

Telecom
Local Customer Service

16331

Guiding You On Your Final Journey

Desire power for your life?
 It will come as you “do your 

part to live in peace with 
everyone, as much as possible?
                           (Romans 12:18)

Sin is no longer your master, for you 
are no longer subject to the law,

 which enslaves you to sin.
Instead, you are free by God’s grace.

                 Romans 6: 14

First Assembly Of God

310 W. 4th St.                                                                       267-7971



Today is Friday, April 24, the 
114th day of 2009. There are 251 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On April 24, 1898, Spain 
declared war on the United 
States after rejecting America’s 
ultimatum to withdraw from 
Cuba. (The United States 
responded in kind the next 
day.)

On this date:
In 1792, the national anthem 

of France, “La Marseillaise,” 
was composed by Capt. Claude 
Joseph Rouget de Lisle.

In 1800, Congress approved a 
bill establishing the Library of 
Congress.

In 1877, federal troops were 
ordered out of New Orleans, 
ending the North’s post-Civil 
War rule in the South.

In 1915, the Ottoman Empire 
rounded up Armenian political 
and cultural leaders in 
Constantinople at the start of 
what many scholars regard as 
the first genocide of the 20th 

century in which an estimated 
1.5 million Armenians died.

In 1916, some 1,600 Irish 
nationalists launched the 
Easter Rising by seizing sever-
al key sites in Dublin. (The ris-
ing was put down by British 
forces almost a week later.)

In 1953, British statesman 
Winston Churchill was knight-
ed by Queen Elizabeth II.

In 1962, the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology 
achieved the first satellite relay 
of a television signal, between 
Camp Parks, Calif., and 
Westford, Mass.

In 1970, the People’s Republic 
of China launched its first sat-
ellite, which kept transmitting 
a song, “The East is Red.”

In 1980, the United States 
launched an unsuccessful 
attempt to free the American 
hostages in Iran, a mission that 
resulted in the deaths of eight 
U.S. servicemen.

In 1990, the space shuttle 
Discovery blasted off from Cape 
Canaveral, Fla., carrying the 
$1.5 billion Hubble Space 
Telescope.

Today’s Birthdays: Film and 
drama critic Stanley Kauffmann 
is 93. Movie director-producer 
Richard Donner is 79. Actress 
Shirley MacLaine is 75. Author 

Sue Grafton is 69. Actor-singer 
Michael Parks is 69. Actress-
singer-director Barbra 
Streisand is 67. Chicago Mayor 
Richard M. Daley is 67. Country 
singer Richard Sterban (The 
Oak Ridge Boys) is 66. Rock 
musician Doug Clifford 
(Creedence Clearwater Revival) 
is 64. Rock singer-musician 
Rob Hyman is 59. Actor-
playwright Eric Bogosian is 56. 
Actor Michael O’Keefe is 54. 
Rock musician David J 
(Bauhaus) is 52. Actor Glenn 
Morshower is 50. Rock musi-
cian Billy Gould is 46. Actor-
comedian Cedric the 
Entertainer is 45. Actor Djimon 
Hounsou is 45. Rock musician 
Patty Schemel is 42. 

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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This Date 
In History

 WFAA ^
 Dallas

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... Israel (Off Air) Comfort (3:15) The 
Guns of 
Navarone

Paid Angel BET’s 
Weekend 
Inspiration

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... CCM Paid Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Harris Arthur Paid Ab Se Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Martha Robison (:45) Movie: 

Airport ’77, 
George Ken-
nedy 

Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Paid Jeans Charmed Agent SportsCenter 
Consumer SavedBell Sid Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super San Quentin Married... Charmed One Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Married... One Movers

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Viuda de 
Blanco

Movie: 
Three Men 
and a Little 
Lady 

Dr. Young Sesame 
Street

Overhaulin’ (:15) 
Movie: The 
Concorde: 
Airport ’79

Married... ER Hatchett Tigger ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Uri Harel Married... Hatchett Einsteins

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Dragon Overhaulin’ Unsolved 
Mysteries

Las Vegas Hatchett Charlie SportsCenter 
Anita Zola Lev Word Hatchett Wiggles

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Showcase Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im Brad Super Overhaulin’ Unsolved 
Mysteries

Las Vegas Game Movie: 
Dadnapped

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
NurseTV Home Im Sala Sid (:45) Movie: 

The Pack-
age, Tommy 
Lee Jones 

Game

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Mariana de 
la Noche

Judge A. News La Tormenta Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World Overhaulin’ Unsolved 
Mysteries

Without a 
Trace

Movie: Be 
Cool, Vince 
Vaughn 

SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold Home Im Cortes Gardener Sonny

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Valeria Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Nuevo Rico Rachael Ray Just McGee Culinary Overhaulin’ Unsolved 
Mysteries

Law & Order Sonny Mike and 
Mike

Lines
Consumer Just Bill Cloud Baking Sonny SportsCenter 

Special  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Juro Que Te 
Amo

Judge Guiding Light Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Creative Overhaulin’ (:15) Movie: 
In the Line 
of Fire, Rene 
Russo 

CSI: NY Law & Order Sonny 1st and 
Judge Yes, Dear Martha One Sonny Cheerleading

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Maya Deadliest 
Catch 

CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Cory NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl SmartGuy Cory Lines Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Swallow Electric Cash Cab CSI: NY Charmed Game Cory NASCAR Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Victory Cyber Cash Cab Game Cory Burning Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond In Touch-Dr BBC Cash Cab Movie: 
Passenger 
57, Tom 
Sizemore

CSI: NY Bones 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Montana Horn SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Business Cash Cab Montana NBA

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Sprna News-Lehrer Made CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Montana NBA Bas-
ketball: First 
Round Game 
3 -- Teams 
TBA.

Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Movie: The 
Ladykill-
ers, Marlon 
Wayans 

Montana NBA

  :PM
 7 :30

Americans 
Feeding

Wife Swap Cuidado-
Ángel

Prison Break Ghost Whis-
perer

Doña Bar-
bara

Concert Fam. Guy Update Wash Wk Survivorman Movie: 
Ocean’s 
Twelve, Matt 
Damon

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Movie: Four 
Brothers 

Movie: 
Hatching 
Pete

NBA Bas-
ketball: First 
Round Game 
3 -- Teams 
TBA.

Howie Do Fam. Guy Morris NOW

  :PM
 8 :30

20/20 20/20 Mañana es (:01) Doll-
house 

Flashpoint El Rostro de 
Analia

Dateline 
NBC 

Movie: 
Two Weeks 
Notice, Alicia 
Witt 

Light of the 
Southwest

Bill Moyers 
Journal

Survivorman Movie: Resi-
dent Evil, 
Eric Mabius

Phineas Boxing

  :PM
 9 :30

Rosa TMZ NUMB3RS Sin Senos No Boundar-
ies

Survivorman Movie: Le-
thal Weapon 
4, Joe Pesci 

Sunday Best Suite Life Boxing: 
Friday Night 
Fights. 

Raymond El Cartel Phineas NBA Bas-
ketball: First 
Round Game 
3 -- Teams 
TBA.

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News My Boys Church Charlie Rose Survivorman Movie: 
Constan-
tine, Shia 
LaBeouf 

MAN Hatchett Suite Life
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Titulares Tonight Show Sex & Cortes MAN Hatchett Montana

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Desmadru-
gados

Law Order: 
CI

Decisiones 
de Famosos

Sex & Sanchez Smiley Survivorman MAN Movie: The 
Ladykill-
ers, Marlon 
Wayans 

Life De Baseball 
TonightJimmy Kim-

mel Live
Late Late 
Show

Late Night-
Jim

(:40) Movie: 
Good Will 
Hunting, Ben 
Affl eck 

McGee Smiley MAN Movie: 
GoodFellas, 
Joe Pesci 

Cory

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra RENO 911 Update (Off Air) Survivorman Ways Die Replace NASCAR SportsCenter 
News Paid Madre Faith Insider Pagado News CCM Halloween 

4: Michael 
Myers

Mocap Kim Fastbreak

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Paid Mujer... Friends Entertain Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Best of 
Light of the 
Southwest

Into the 
Unknown

Movie: 
Edison 
Force, Justin 
Timberlake

Emperor NBA Bas-
ketball: First 
Round

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Güereja Consumer Paid Pagado The Deal Dragon

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) Doppler Casos 
Familia

RENO 911 Paid Crónica Sub-
versivo Lat

Young (:10) Movie: 
The Truman 
Show 

Paid Movie: Rip 
Girls 

NBA Bas-
ketball: First 
Round

Paid Consumer Paid Young Paid Halloween 
5: Revenge 
of Michael 
Myers

Movie: Le-
thal Weapon 
4, Joe Pesci 

BETJ

  :AM
 3 :30

Racew El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: In 
Dreams, 
Robert 
Downey Jr.

Paid Wine Israel Paid Paid BET Inspira-
tion

NBA Bas-
ketball: First 
Round

Movies Paid Anita Matthews Uri Harel Paid Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Homeown Impacto Paid Pagado Animal Drivers Moving for 
Christ

Paid Paid Lilo Stitch SportsCenter 
News Noticiero Paid Pagado Travel Married... Paid Project Paid Lilo Stitch
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St. Mary’s second Eastertide Concert 
will be at noon Thursday. This 
concert will feature a mixed ensemble 
of musicians. A light lunch will be 
provided at St. Mary’s after the concert. 
There is no admission charge. This 
concern will benefit Isaiah 58 and the 
Northside Community Center.

For more information about St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church, call 267-
8201 or visit our Web site at www.st-
marysbst.org. St. Mary’s is located at 
1001 S. Goliad.

First Baptist
Our pastor, the Rev. Mark Lindsey, 

has begun a series of sermons which 
center on “X-treme Living.”  Popu-
lar in this new age of sports is the “X 
Games” which give athletes opportu-
nities to show skill in extreme action 
sports.

The messages will reveal to us how 
we can impact our world by going to 
the extreme. In the evening services, 
we are learning about the purpose of 
the church in today’s world. 

Come join us as we learn how to im-
pact this world, for Christ’s sake.

First Church 
of the Nazarene

New and exciting things are happen-
ing at First Church of the Nazarene. 
Our new pastor, the Rev. Calvary 

Callender, wife Ceresa and daughter 
Morgan joined our family in Febru-
ary. We invite you to come and hear 
anointed, vision-oriented messages 
each Sunday morning.

Get your motorcycle washed and 
ready because Biker Sunday is com-
ing back May 3 to First Church of 
the Nazarene. Bike Blessings by the 
Christian Motorcycle Association 
and a brisket lunch will follow the 
morning service. Come enjoy all the 
fun.

As always if you have any questions 
please call at 267-7015 or e-mail us at 
church@nazfamily.org.

Classes and activities for all ages 
keep Wednesdays and Sundays fun 
and uplifting. There is a place for 
everyone, from newborn to mature 
adult, to experience God’s love; so 
come check us out.

Adult opportunities include Sunday 
morning fellowship time with coffee 
and donuts begin at 9:30 a.m. Worship 
is at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary. Wednes-
day evening classes begin at 6:30 p.m. 
with your choice of studies including 
“Highway to Holiness” study or a look 
through the book of John. 

Opportunities for children include 
Sunday morning activities for age 4 
through the 6th grade in Discipleship 
Junction at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday Evening is Caravan, a 
midweek scouting ministry for chil-
dren Pre-K through 4th grade and 
Busy Bees News Gang for 5th and 6th 
grade which includes producing a 
monthly church newsletter. Infants 
through 3 years old are lovingly cared 

for in our nursery/toddler classroom  
Sundays and Wednesdays.

Youth, 7th through 12th grade, en-
joy Bible study, fun and fellowship in 
Youth Explosion Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. with Pastor Cal.

Hispanic services are Sunday eve-
nings at 5:30 p.m.; Casa de Restraura-
cion is led by Pastor Felix Torres.

See CHURCH, Page 8A

While shopping in a lo-
cal business recently, I 
ran into some friends. 
We chatted for a few 

minutes, and then the conversation 
turned more seri-
ous. One of the ladies 
said to me, “I’m very 
concerned about our 
country and our fu-
ture, and many nights 
I can’t sleep for worry-
ing about what we are 
going to do.” She went 
on to say that almost 
all their savings had 
been depleted due to 
simple living expenses. 
“Sometimes,” she said, 
“I just wish we were 
dead and out of all this worry and 
stress. I wake up in the mornings 
wondering, is this for real, or is it a 
dream?”

My heart was touched as she talked. 
Yet needless to say, many others are 
asking the same question all across 
this country. “What’s next?” they 
wonder.

As we talked, I quietly asked the 
Lord for words that would help ease 
her pain. At that moment she asked, 
“How do you stay so calm and col-
lected in times like this? Don’t you 
every worry?” Without a thought, I 
placed my hands on her shoulders 
and said, “Look at me, I want you 
to hear me from your heart. Jesus 
warned us over and over in His Word 
that these times would come, so He 
told us to cast all our cares upon 
Him, because He cares for us” (1 Pe-
ter 5:7). “Oh,” she said, “I’ve heard 
that, but it won’t work for me.” I 
gave her several scriptures to read, 
and then I encouraged her to ask God 
to help her cast her fears upon Him. 
With tears in her eyes she thanked 

me and assured me she would read 
the scriptures I had given her.

Every day we read and hear of lone-
ly, hurting people who are in desper-
ate straits due to the loss of jobs and 
the present economy, many of whom 
have taken drastic measures to end 
the hurt and pressure they find them-
selves in. The majority of them don’t 
seem to have a connection with God, 
or if they do, have lost themselves 
somewhere along the journey. But 
despite the economy, God will calm 
the storms around them if they will 
but turn to Him. He is our anchor, 
our security, our protector and our 
source. Apart from Him, there is no 
safety or peace.

From the book of Matthew to the 
final chapter of Revelation, the mes-
sage of Jesus Christ is trumpeted by 
the words He spoke while on earth. 
Jesus himself warned us of the 
things we could expect in these latter 
days. He encouraged us to prepare 
ourselves, to be ready and alert.

The reason we see so much strain 
and pressure in people’s lives today 
is because they have forgotten who 
their true source is, and many have 
lost their hope. Our faith must be 
based on the solid rock of Christ Je-
sus; otherwise we are all on sinking 
sand. Our peace comes only from 
having a oneness with God. Our 
walk of faith is, by design, a journey 
toward greater understanding and 
unity with Him. When we learn, 
practice and live by God’s principles 
and laws for living, the storms can 
rage, the economy can go off the 
charts, but our anchor will hold. 
We can rest in His rest, trust in His 
trust, have peace in His peace and 
remain calm and still throughout the 
troubled times.

Our spiritual lives are very similar 
to our physical bodies. Our bodies 

change and grow as we mature. Like-
wise, our spiritual man must do the 
same. However, just as we must feed 
and nourish our physical bodies in 
order for them to grow and remain 
healthy, we must also feed and nour-
ish our spiritual beings. To do less is 
to leave it untrained and undernour-
ished.

It is clear why many have no hope. 
They are blinded by the cares of life, 
the troubled economy and are en-
compassed with fear and worry. But 
in Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus warned us 
not to worry about what we will eat, 
drink or wear. He asked, “Is not life 
more than food and the body more 
than clothing?” The theme here is 
single-hearted devotion to God which 
deals with the related attitude of free-
dom from anxiety over daily needs. 
He reminds us that worry is unneces-
sary, unfruitful and unbecoming to a 
Christian.

Throughout both the Old and New 
Testaments, God gives us numerous 
detailed stories of how He delivered 
and protected His people during trou-
bled times. Never once did He fail or 
forsake those who put their trust in 

His unfailing promises.  
In Exodus, chapters 5-12, we read 

of the many miracles God performed 
for His people. Chapter 10 reminds 
us that God makes a distinction 
between those who serve Him and 
those who serve other gods. He sent 
thick and dense darkness over the 
land of Egypt for three days, but 
those who served Him had no dark-
ness in their dwellings. They had 
light and continued to work and farm 
their lands with no interruptions.

Story after story reminds us of 
God’s faithfulness to keep and care 
for His people when they rely on His 
promises. And He will do the same 
for us today, regardless of the econ-
omy. He is no respecter of persons. 
He is the same yesterday, today and 
forever.

By following the advice in Proverbs 
3:5 to “Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, and lean not on your own un-
derstanding,” we can wake up every 
morning with peace in our hearts 
and this question on our lips, “Lord, 
is this wonderful life for real, or is it 
a dream?”

God bless

Religion 7ABig Spring Herald
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 On May 15 and 16, many of your friends and neigh-
bors will run or walk on a track for 24 hours at 
Blankenship Field in an effort to put cancer on the 
run. At 10 p.m. on Friday, May 15, there will be a 
chance for you to participate in a candle lighting 
ceremony to honor special people in your life who 
have battled cancer or are undergoing treatment 
now.

 Luminaries may be purchased for a donation either 
by filling out and returning the form below or at the 
event preceding the ceremony.

May 15-16, 2009
Blankenship Field

Please Print

I would like to purchase_________ luminaries for a donation of ________
in honor/memory of___________________________________________
Please write the following message on my luminary: _________________
___________________________________________________________

Purchased by:_______________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________

Make checks payable to: ACS / Relay for Life

16871Carolyn Brooks
P.O. Box 13

Coahoma, TX 79511

Lucy Griffith
2509 E. 24th

Big Spring, TX 79720
OR

For more information: Call 394-4537

Return to:

P
la

n
t 

S
a

le

Howard County

Master

Gardeners

Date: April 25, 2009
Time: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Heart of the City Park

(3rd & Scurry)
176441

I      t was his last duty — his last of-
ficial act as President. A somber 
Anson Jones watched on Feb. 
19, 1846, as the flag he cherished 

descended from the 
capitol of Texas for 
the last time. “The 
final act in this great 
drama is now per-
formed,” declared 
Jones. “The Republic 
of Texas is no more.”

As the last Presi-
dent of the Republic 
of Texas spoke, his 
friend and rival, 
Sam Houston, the 
first president of the 
Republic stepped for-
ward to take the unfolded flag into 
his arms as it was lowered to the 
ground.

Like our founding fathers, most 
of us define life by the events that 
we celebrate and the hurts we en-
dure. We take pictures of weddings, 
births, graduations and anniver-

saries. We remember first days of 
school, first games, first concerts 
and first jobs. We rejoice over suc-
cesses, promotions and accomplish-
ments, but we grieve over failures, 
disappointments and losses. In the 
course of life, we are forced to rec-
ognize that time brings change and 
some things must come in an end.

The Bible speaks of the change 
that comes when we invite Christ 
to come into our lives: Therefore if 
any man is in Christ, he is a new 
creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have 
come (2 Corinthians 5:17 NASB).

The same ceremony that marked 
the death of the Republic of Texas 
included the raising of a new flag 
and the celebration of the birth of 
the State of Texas. 

When we accept Christ as Lord 
and Savior, we have to take down 
our old flag of self will and pledge 
allegiance to a new flag of Christ-
likeness.

Pledging allegiance
to a new flag

Bonnie

Wheat

Is this for real, or is it a dream?

Jerrie

Stocks
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Alive in Christ 
Lutheran  LCMS

Our credo is “Celebrating and sharing God’s love 
and grace in our lives.”

Pastor Bob Boyce from Sweetwater will be preach-
ing from the pulpit. Our scripture reader will be 
Kent Ivey and our acolyte will be Alyssa Byrd.  
Angela Newton is our organist. Our elders for this 

week are Darren Byrd and Bobby Roever.  Commu-
nion will be distributed today.

The gospel lesson for this Sunday is the closing 
words (all but the last four verses) of Luke’s Gos-
pel. 

 East Fourth Street Baptist
The month of April is almost passed and we’re 

gearing up for Vacation Bible School June 29-July 
1. Workers need to contact Cathy Reitzer to sign up 
as to where you wish to work or teach.

The youth will be at Wal-Mart Saturday selling 
their famous brisket burritos. Please go by and 

purchase your lunch and help them earn money for 
summer camp.

We invite you to East Fourth Street Baptist Church 
as a place to worship and fellowship with Christ-
loving people. We are located at 401 E. Fourth St. 
Our Sunday services begin at 9:45 a.m. with Sunday 
school for all ages; worship service at 11 a.m. and 
the evening service at 6 p.m., both held in the Fam-
ily Worship Center. Wednesday, our Adult Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study, Youth Bible Study and 
Children’s Bible Study are at 7 p.m. A men’s Sat-
urday morning Bible Study is at 7 a.m. Come join 
with us this Sunday in worship. For more informa-
tion, call the church office at 267- 2291.

Salem Baptist
Salem Baptist Church invites you to join us this 

Sunday for Sunday school at 10 a.m., morning wor-
ship at 11 a.m. and evening worship at 6 p.m. A 
nursery is available for all Sunday services. The 
Wednesday evening prayer meeting is held at Park-
place at 6 p.m.

Salem is pastored by Bro. Monroe Teeters and is 
located at the corner of Salem Road and Old Colo-
rado City Highway. For information, call 394-4655.

Chapel of Faith
You are invited to attend Sunday worship begin-

ning at 10:30 a.m. each week at Chapel of Faith, lo-
cated at the corner of East 14th and Goliad. Each 
week, the Rev. Joel Miller and the Rev. Scott Wil-
lis bring an informative and inspirational message 
based on scripture. If you are looking for a church 
home where you can relax and enjoy hearing God’s 
word, this may be the place for you. If you come 
early, you can enjoy a time of fellowship before 
worship begins. There is always coffee available 
and usually cookies, cake or doughnuts.

We now have a pianist/organist, but have found 
out our piano is not capable of being tuned, so we 
are on the hunt for another piano. It is great to have 
someone play for us each week. He is a very talent-
ed musician and is a blessing for our church.
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AATTTTEENNTTIIOONN  DDIIAABBEETTIICCSS!!!!  
NEVER STICK YOUR FINGER AGAIN!!! 

Come check out the newest technology for testing your blood sugar and… 
 

NEVER STICK YOUR FINGER AGAIN!!! 
 

All Diabetics who attend are eligible to receive the new Prodigy Blood Glucose Monitoring System to 
be paid for by your Part B Medicare.  Also, Diabetics with Medicare qualify to be fitted for Diabetic 
shoes and 3 sets of Custom Molded Inserts – Even if you received shoes ANY time in 2008.  In the 
past year, Medicare has approved many new styles of shoes… like dress shoes, casual topsiders 
and tennis shoes that are great for walking.  These shoes come in all leather and are designed to be 
light-weight and provide extra support and cushioning to keep your feet comfortable.  Everyone fitted 
for shoes will be given a Pair of Socks made Especially for Diabetics… FREE!!! 
 
Medical Solutions of Arkansas is sponsoring a special “DIABETIC DAY” at the HOLIDAY INN 
EXPRESS  on TUESDAY, APRIL 28TH.  Stop by anytime from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  We’ll do our best to 
have you in and out in less than 30 minutes.  If you know someone who has Diabetes and Medicare, 
please be a good neighbor and let them know about it.  They won’t want to miss this special event. 
ONSITE PEDORTHIST!!! 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!!! 
 

THE HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS IS LOCATED AT 1109 NORTH AYLESFORD IN BIG SPRINGS, TX. 
 

Medical Solutions of AR, LLC 
2929 South Caraway Rd. – Suite 2 
Jonesboro, AR  72401 
Phone:  (870) 336-2422 
Fax:  (870) 336-2186 
 
Contact:  AMANDA  DAVIS 

Ad Description: 
4 Column by 5 Inch  (20 Inch) 
Red Spot 
Date(s) to Run:  4/24 4/26 4/27  
Shopper  
Section of Paper:   Front section, social, obits. 
(Front page, society…NOT Sports) 
Please email proof to: 
    Amanda.davis@medical-solutions.net 

Howard County 
Master Gardeners

The Plant Sale will be held Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Heart of the 
City Park (corner of Third Street and 
Scurry). There will be a vast assort-
ment of plants from which to choose. 
There will definitely be something for 
everyone. 

Johansen’s Nursery will provide 
most of the plants but many Master 
Gardeners will contribute various 
plants they have grown on their own.

HCMG members have created a 
Landscape Book for Howard County 
that will provide in-depth informa-
tion about assorted plants, trees and 
everything in between that perform 
well in our climate. The books will be 
available at the Plant Sale for $3 each 
— a nominal investment for a wealth 
of knowledge.

A huge thank you goes out to one 
member, Shirley Ryle, who was in-
strumental in organizing the effort 
and seeing it through to the end. There 
were several contributors to the proj-
ect, but Shirley made it happen!

HCMG members are making plans 
to erect a greenhouse in the next few 

months. Members of the committee 
have seen to it that the property has 
been surveyed and is being prepared 
for installation of utilities. The green-
house is scheduled to be operational 
by fall so the Master Gardeners will 
be able to start growing plants for 
their annual Plant Sale held in April.

Members participated in the April 
4 Trash Off Day by working at the 
Heart of the City Park and the High-
way 80 project. 

The club will soon sponsor an Adopt-
a-Spot area around the Highway 80 
entrance to Big Spring.

In September, HCMG will host a re-
certification class about plant propa-
gation. Details will be announced at 
a later date.

HCMG will recognize gardeners 
within Howard County who have 
demonstrated gardening skill and 
design in their landscapes. Yard of 
the Month honorees will have a sign 
placed in their yard and a photo and 
article will appear in the Big Spring 
Herald. The first Yard of the Month 
for 2009 will be selected for the month 
of May.

Members were urged to bring a 
friend to the May 19 meeting.

West Texas 
Pachyderm Club

The West Texas Pachyderm (Repub-
lican) Club will be holding its month-
ly meeting at noon Thursday, April 
30 at the Big Spring Country Club off 
Driver Road. Lunch is for a nominal 
fee. 

For more information, contact Mel-
anie Gambrell at 267-7387.

Tops TX 21
Tops Tx 21 (Take Off Pounds Sensi-

bly) met Monday evening with nine 
TOPS and two KOPS present. Leader 
Laura Sickles called the group to or-
der by leading the TOPS cheer. The 
group recited the TOPS pledge. The 
KOPS pledge was led by Ethel Cas-
sady. Olnee Menges led the group in 
the welcome song.

Business for the meeting began with 
the welcome of new member Todd 
Railsback. Next, members were re-
minded of the garage sale fund-raiser 
coming May 2 at 1802 Morrison St. in 
Big Spring. We hope all TOPS mem-
bers will contribute to this and help 
at the sale.

Members were told that TOPS State 

Recognition Days will be held in Cor-
pus Christi in April 2010. 

A new contest will begin next week. 
Frank Sickles will be in charge.

Roll call was next on the agenda 
with Hughetta Roberts calling the 
names. The club showed a loss of sev-
en pounds with Lynne Criswell be-
ing recognized as the best loser with 
a 2.50-pound loss. The correction of 
last month’s best loser was Hughetta 
Roberts listed as having a loss of 4.75 
pounds.

The program was then presented 
by Olnee Menges titled “Think About 
What You’re Thinking About.” We 
can control our appetites and habits 
by replacing bad thoughts, indeas and 
desires with positive thoughts about 
things other than foods such as cakes, 
cookies or other off-limits foods.

All visitors are welcome at TOPS 
meetings. Our new weigh-in time is at 
5:30 p.m. with the meeting beginning 
at 6 p.m. We meet each Monday in the 
fellowship hall of the First Christian 
Church at 10th and Goliad.

If you have a weight management 
problem please come and meet with 
us. TOPS does help. We need you and 
you need us.

Club news

News in brief
Pakistani Taliban begin 
pulling back to Swat stronghold

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) — A senior official 
says Taliban militants have begun pulling out of a 
recently seized district of northwestern Pakistan 
and are returning to their stronghold in the Swat 
Valley.

Syed Mohammed Javed, the top administrator 
for Swat and the surrounding region, says Taliban 
fighters abandoned their headquarters in the 
Buner region on Friday.

Javed says an Islamic cleric who mediated a 
peace agreement between the government and the 
militants helped persuade the Taliban to withdraw. 
The U.S. has sharply criticized the peace deal.

The Taliban had used it to justify a push into the 
adjoining Buner district, bringing them to within 
about 60 miles of the capital.

Public gets first full look at the 
FAA’s record of airplanes striking birds

WASHINGTON (AP) — The public is getting its 
first uncensored look at the government’s records 
of where and when airplanes have struck birds 
over the last 19 years, thanks largely to pressure 
resulting from the dramatic ditching of a US 
Airways jet in the Hudson River after bird strikes 
knocked out both its engines.

Finally, travelers will be able to learn which air-
ports have the worst problems with birds.

Since 1990, the Federal Aviation Administration 
has been collecting reports voluntarily submitted 
by commercial and private pilots, the military, 
airline mechanics, and airport workers who clear 
dead birds and other animals from runways. The 
agency has released aggregate data over the years 
so it’s known that there are records of more than 
100,000 strikes and that reported strikes more than 
quadrupled from 1,759 in 1990 to 7,666 in 2007.

But the FAA has always feared the public can’t 
handle the full truth about bird strikes, so it has 
withheld the names of specific airports and air-
lines involved.

Aware that some airports do a better job report-
ing strikes than others and that some face tougher 
bird problems, the agency said the public might 
use the data to “cast unfounded aspersions” on 
those who reported strikes and the airports.

Treasury Secretary Geithner 
to outline efforts to fix US banks

WASHINGTON (AP) — Treasury Secretary 
Timothy Geithner is expected to outline the Obama 
administration’s efforts to clean up the U.S. bank-
ing system during meetings Friday with finance 
ministers from the Group of Seven nations, a 
department official said.

Getting banks to lend again, along with govern-
ment stimulus spending, is critical to turning 
around the U.S. and global economies, the official 
said Thursday, speaking on condition of anonym-
ity because he wasn’t authorized to speak on the 
record.

His comments came the same day that 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn, managing director of 
the International Monetary Fund, urged the U.S. 
and Europe to do more to remove distressed assets 
from banks’ balance sheets. World leaders pledged 
to take such steps during a summit in London 
April 2.

Postponing such steps, Strauss-Kahn said, would 
“postpone the recovery.”

Finance officials from around the world are 
gathering in Washington for three days of discus-
sions beginning Friday. The G-7 meetings will be 
followed by talks over dinner that night among the 
Group of 20 nations, which adds major emerging 
powers such as China, Russia, India and Brazil to 
the mix.

Hollywood vs. RealNetworks in showdown 
over legality of software that ‘rips’ DVDs

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Hollywood calls it 
“rent, rip and return” and contends it’s one of the 
biggest technological threats to the movie indus-
try’s annual $20 billion DVD market — software 
that allows you to copy a film without paying for 
it.

On Friday, the showdown over the issue will 
take place in federal court in San Francisco, where 
an army of lawyers representing Hollywood will 
argue that RealNetworks Inc.’s DVD “ripper” is an 
illegal digital piracy tool.

The company, in turn, will say the $29.99 soft-
ware that allows DVDs to be easily copied to com-
puter hard drives is legitimate.

The same federal judge who shut down music-
swapping site Napster in 2000 because of copyright 
violations will preside over the three-day trial, 
which is expected to cut to the heart of the same 
technological upheaval roiling Hollywood.

Calm winds limit spread of 
wildfire near S.C. coast overnight

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. (AP) — Firefighters say 
calm winds overnight allowed them to hold steady 
against a wildfire that has burned 31 square miles 
near one of South Carolina’s busiest tourist areas.

State Forestry Commission spokeswoman Holly 
Welch said early Friday that there was no indica-
tion that additional homes had burned in the over-
night hours.

The blaze that started Wednesday west of Myrtle 
Beach has destroyed about 70 homes and damaged 
about 100 others.

Welch said 30 firefighters manned containment 
lines overnight. Officials estimated late Thursday 
that the blaze was about 40 percent contained and 
was expected to move north.


