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Marie Mejia-Justice is the Hangar 25 Air 
Museum April  2009 Veteran of the Month.

A reception in her honor will be held at 6 
p.m. today in the Hangar 25 Briefing Room. 
The public is invited.

Mejia-Justice served in the United States 
Army from 1988-1994. She worked as a tele-
communications operator while stationed in 
Germany and Korea.

For more information, call 264-1999.

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

A bulldozer deposits a load of dirt into a dump truck on Scurry Street near 15th Street Wednesday after-
noon. Work crews are busy resurfacing Scurry and main streets as part of a $6 million street renovation 
project.

Special to the Herald

Tickets to the Third Annual 
Cars, Stars and Handlebars fund-
raiser may be purchased until 
just before the event begins Big 
Spring State Hospital Superinten-
dent Ed Moughon said.

The charitable opportunity gets 
under way at 5 p.m. Saturday 
night at the Big Spring Country 
Club. Tickets may be purchased 
until 4 p.m. 

Only 750 tickets have been made 
available. A ticket gives attendees 
the opportunity to take the keys 

to a new car or motorcycle, while 
enjoying an evening of food and 
entertainment.

Big Spring State Hospital pa-
trons who purchase a $100 ticket 
are invited to attend the eve-

See TICKETS, Page 3

by bILL mcCLELLAN
News Editor

Want to brighten the patio? Add some color to the 
porch? Grow your own tomatoes? There’s a problem, 
though, right? Everything your green thumb touch-
es turns brown.

You can put the odds a little more in 
your favor Saturday when the Howard 
County Master Gardeners hold their 
annual plant sale. The event will run 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Heart of the 
City Park in downtown Big Spring.

Come early.
“I know last year we had a crowd by 

the time we started the sale. We had 
lines of people,” said Vickie Cheyne, 
club secretary, who along with Connie 
Cline is co-chairing this year’s sale. 
“We had a good turnout all day, but it was very busy 
in the morning.”

Many of the plants the organization will be offering 
are especially suited for the West Texas climate — 
hot and dry. Plus, shoppers will be able to get advice 
from experienced gardeners on planting and caring 

for their purchases.
“We try to offer a fairly wide variety. We’ll have 

everything from ground cover to flowering plants, 
annuals, perennials and more,” said Cheyne. “We’re 
not going to get into the big shrubs or trees but we’ll 

have a lot of things. We’ll also have 
some tomato and pepper plants and 
some herbs.”

The organization purchased most of 
the plants for Saturday’s sale from a 
local nursery — Johansen’s. In the fu-
ture, members hope to sell more “club-
grown” plants.

“We’re preparing to erect greenhous-
es on some property we have purchased 
and the proceeds from this sale will 
help us do that,” explained Cheyne. 
“That way, we’ll be able to grow more 

of our own plants. We will be selling some plants 
that Master Gardeners have grown and donated for 
this sale though.”

Also for sale will be a book on plants that have 
done well in West Texas — “Some of the plants in 

See PLANTS, Page 3

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Let the renovations begin.
Big Spring Independent School District 

trustees voted to approve $1.75 million in re-
pair and renovation projects during a brief 
special meeting Wednesday afternoon.

Taking advantage of an unexpected windfall 
from the state, trustees voted to upgrade the 
Blankenship Field track, purchase modular of-
fices for the administration building, perform 
remediation work on the high school roof and 
emergency repairs at Marcy Elementary.

Most of these projects should be completed 
during the summer months, officials said.

The work at the Blankenship Field track, 
which has an estimated cost of $600,000, will 
begin after the conclusion of summer track 
season in July. It will involve a total resurfac-
ing of the track from the base up, converting it 
from a 440-yard oval to 400 meters in circum-
ference and making it seven lanes in width. 

Officials had touted the move as a way not 
only to improve training facilities for BSISD 
track athletes but for the district to host track 
meets in the near future.

Repair work on the high school roof, which 

See bSISD, Page 3

BSISD
repair
projects
to begin

Master Gardener’s plant sale 
expected to draw large crowd

Cars, Stars and Handlebars tickets
still on sale for Saturday fund-raiser

Veteran of Month reception 
slated tonight at Hangar 25

What: Master 
Gardener’s annual plant 
sale.

Where: Heart of the 
City Park, downtown 
Big Spring.

When: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday.

BSISD trustees 
approve spending 
$1.75M Wednesday



Hank Smoot
Hank Smoot, 58, of Big Spring died Tuesday, April 

21, 2009, at his residence. Memorial services will 
be at 1 p.m. Friday at Myers & Smith Chapel with 
the Rev. Ken McMeans, pastor of College Baptist 

Church, officiating.
Hank was born May 13, 1950, in 

Colorado City. He came to Big 
Spring in 1962 from Colorado City. 
Hank was a self-employed com-
puter consultant. He was a mem-
ber of College Baptist Church and 
the Optimist Club. Hank loved the 
outdoors, yard work and traveling, 
especially to Nevada.

He is survived by one son, Mi-
chael Smoot of Benbrook; one daughter, Jennifer 
Smoot of Big Spring; mother,  Honey Smoot of Mid-

land; one sister, Mary Gingerich and husband Tom 
of Waco; one brother, Carl Smoot and wife Olga of 
Midland; two granddaughters, Kelia Smoot and 
Karsen Smoot; four nieces; one nephew; and sev-
eral great nieces and nephews.

Honorary pallbearers will be Rick Hill, Gary 
Faulkner, Dr. Reg Cranford, Dr. Harold Smith, Bob 
Doolin and Richard Wright.

He was preceded in death by his father, Joe H. 
Smoot, on April 17, 2006.

The family suggests memorials to the Juvenile Di-
abetes Research Foundation, 120 Wall Street, 19th 
Floor, NY, NY 10005, or at their website, located at 
www.jdrf.org.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respect online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary
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Don Cannon
Don Cannon went to be with his Lord and Savior 

April, 19, 2009, after a long-fought and courageous 
battle with cancer. A memorial service was held 
Thursday, April 23, 2009, at First Presbyterian 

Church with Pastor Steve Schorr 
officiating.

Don was born Sept. 18, 1939, in 
Wichita Falls to Doyle and Minnie 
Cannon. His family moved to Big 
Spring in January 1941. He gradu-
ated from Big Spring High School 
in 1958. His main interest in school 
was band. Don played the trumpet 
for six years while in junior high 
and high school and was part of a 

small dance band for several years, as well.
In 1959 he married Lyn Sneed and they had two 

children, Donald “Donny” Ray Jr., born March 
30, 1961, and Debra Lyn, born March 30, 1965. He 
and Lyn were active members and workers at East 
Fourth Baptist Church in Big Spring.

Don joined the U.S. Marine Corp Reserves in 1957 
while he was a junior in high school and was hon-
orably discharged from active duty in January 
1963. During his working career, Don was mainly 
involved in food products. He started sacking gro-
ceries at a neighborhood grocery store (Newsom’s) 
in 1951, when he was 12 years old. He was assistant 
manager of the store at the time he went to work 
with the Frito-Lay Company in 1965.

He and his family were transferred to Sweetwater 
with Frito-Lay in January 1967, and were active 
members of the First Baptist Church there. He was 
also active in the Sweetwater Jaycees and served 
as president in 1970. He was promoted to sales man-
ager with Frito-Lay and was transferred to Midland 
in January 1971. He and his family were active 
members of the Wilshire Park Baptist Church in 
Midland.

In October 1975, Don went to work as a salesman 
for the John Sexton Co., a food service company 
headquartered in Chicago, Ill., with regional offic-
es in Dallas. Rather than transfer with John Sexton 
to Dallas in 1981 and a promotion to sales manager, 
Don went to work for Cardinal Surveys, a local oil 
field service company and served as sales manag-
er for 11 years before the Midland office closed in 
1993.

Later in 1993, Don went to work for Watson Food 
Company in Lubbock. Watson Foods was acquired 
by Sysco Foods in 2000 and Don retired from Sysco 
in May 2001. Don had excellent selling skills and 
over the years won many outstanding sales awards 
with each and every company he worked for.

In 1992 Don met Donna Keller and three years 
later, on May 6, 1995, they were married. He and 
Donna would spend their remaining years together 
sharing a very special love for each other and trav-
eling the world hand in hand.

They were active members of First Presbyterian 
Church. Don started his retirement by accompany-
ing a group of youth from the First Presbyterian 
Church to Fort Collins, Colo., in June 2001. This 
would be the first of many youth trips he would par-
ticipate in as a member of First Presbyterian.

His favorite youth trip was the annual trip to 
Juarez, Mexico, with 75 to 100 youth and adults to 
build homes and churches for the Hispanic people 
there. He went on this particular trip for five years 
during spring break and headed up the cook team 
before being diagnosed with cancer in 2006. Before 
his death he had traveled with the youth of the 
church on 10 different trips.

He was very active in the church and served in 
many positions within the different churches he 
was a member of. He had served as a Sunday school 
teacher, deacon, treasurer of two different church-
es, head of a building committee and chairman of 
the board of one church. He was on the board and 
served as president of the Chandelle Homeowners 
Association between 1996 and 2000. He was also ac-
tive in the Hi Sky Emmaus community where he 
served as lay director for men’s walk No. 122 in Sep-
tember 2001.

Over the years, Don enjoyed participating in fast 
pitch softball, slow pitch softball, volleyball and 
golf. In his retirement years, he and his wife Don-
na were able to travel to many places around the 
world. Don always enjoyed playing golf wherever 
they traveled. Don was a very organized, detailed 
and self-disciplined individual in everything he 
undertook. The trips that he and Donna took were 
always fully planned and taken care of months and 
sometimes years in advance as a result of his orga-
nizational skills.

Don was a happy man and loved his family more 
than anything else in this world. His goals in life 
were to be a loving, caring and effective disciple 
for Christ, a good son, a loving husband, a kind and 
loving dad, a hard worker and a friend to all those 
he came in contact with.

He was preceded in death by his dad, Doyle, in 
1975; his sister, Jean, in 1994; his brother, Kenneth, 
in 1997; and his mother, Minnie, in 2000.

He is survived by his wife, Donna of Midland; 
one son, Donny and wife Amelia of Grandfalls; one 
daughter, Debra and husband Matt of San Antonio; 
two step-sons, Barry Keller of Hurst and Eric Keller 
and wife Crystal of Fort Worth. He had seven grand-
children, two “grandawgs,” four great-grandchil-
dren, three nephews, three nieces, many cousins 
and his two beloved cats, Penelope and Pasquale.

While in the hospital, Don always considered the 
doctors and nurses who took care of him on 4E as 
his “New Best Friends” and “Guardian Angels.” 
He did say on many occasion with a smile on his 
face, that all those who took such good care of him 
could have met at a more fun place than the can-
cer wing of the hospital. He visited with them on 
a regular basis after leaving the hospital just to let 
them know how important all of them had become 
to him and his family.

Memorials can be made to the Midland College 
Foundation Nursing Scholarship in honor of the 
nurses who cared for Don, 3600 N. Garfield, Mid-
land  79705; or to the First Presbyterian Church 
Youth Mission Trip, 800 W. Texas, Midland 79701. 
Arrangements were under the direction of Ellis 
Funeral Home. To place on-line condolences please 
visit www.mem.com.
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 
a.m. today:

• ERNEST CLARK, 68, transient, was arrested 
Wednesday on a charge of public intoxication.

• AARON BARNES, 26, of 706 E. 16th St., was 
arrested Wednesday on charges of evading arrest, 
possession of marijuana, possession of a controlled 
substance and two Midland County warrants.

• STEPHANIE WILLIAMS, 20, of 1412 Wood, was 
arrested Wednesday on a charge of possession of 
marijuana – four ounces or less.

• ADOLFO LOPEZ, 59, of 1901 E. 25th St., was 
arrested Thursday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• THEFT was reported:
in the 2000 block of Gregg Street.
in the 1100 block of Lamesa.
in the 1800 block of Gregg Street.
• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA – MORE THAN 

TWO OUNCES LESS THAN FOUR OUNCES was 
reported in the 1800 block of Gregg Street.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION – ASSAULT 
was reported in the 1700 block of State.

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 5 - 25 - 32 - 40 - 51 - 53.
Number matching six of six: 0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 2 - 6 - 14 - 18 - 20.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 0 - 1 - 3 - 2. 
Sum It Up: 6.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 9 - 9 - 3. Sum It 
Up: 21.

Your Local Weather
Fri

4/24

89/61
Sunny skies. Warm.
High 89F. Winds S at 20
to 30 mph.

Sat
4/25

85/63
More clouds than sun,
windy. Highs in the mid
80s and lows in the low
60s.

Sun
4/26

83/60
Windy, slight chance of
a thunderstorm.

©2009 American Profile Hometown Content Service

TODAY
• League of United Latin American Citizens 

LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce.  The public 
is invited. 

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 
267-7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada 
Restaurant.

• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon 
at the Howard College Cactus Room.

• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets 

at the First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad, 
in the dining hall on the east side of the building. 
Weigh-in starts at 5:30 p.m. and the meeting begins 
at 6 p.m. There is a different program each week. 
For more information, call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

• The Concerned Citizens Council meets at 7 
p.m. at the Howard County Library. For more 
information, call 264-6116.

 
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board

Lottery

Police blotter

SheriffFire/EMS

Obituaries

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 44 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• JESUS SOLIZ, 17, was transferred to the county 
jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of evading 
arrest or detention.

• ORLANDO SANCHEZ JR., 24, was transferred 
to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a 
charge of burglary of a habitation.

• BRYAN HEATH PEARSON, 23, was transferred 
to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a 
charge of possession of marijuana – more than four 
ounces, less than five pounds.

• CHRISTOPHER RYAN TUBB, 36, was arrested 
Wednesday by DPS on a Tom Green County war-
rant for driving while intoxicated.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of E. 
17th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of 
Purdue. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of E. 
Sixth Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of 
Winston. Service refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 800 block of Scott. 
Service refused.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 1900 
block of Thorpe. The call was determined to be a 
smoke scare.
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AN
    ENCOURAGING
                        WORD

         By Eddy Pitchford

Susan Boyle recently surprised the judges and the audience with her singing of "I 
Dreamed A Dream" at a British talent show. Much of the astonishment was due to 
her appearance, which lacked the style of most would-be entertainers.

We live in a world characterized by more style than substance. We are so 
conditioned to sight that we dare to judge a singer by her appearance before we 
hear one song leave her mouth.

Many folks seek religious activity and church life that looks glamorous. They 
desire to impress people with fashion instead of simply obeying God in faith. They 
choose external glitz over eternal glory.

"For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still 
pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ." (Galatians 1:10).

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.............................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship..........................................5:00 PM
Wednesday Class.......................................7:00 PM

16
89

8

“When It Comes To Your Healthcare, You Want A Professional!”

108 W. FM 700 RD. • (432) 264-0353 9032

Lisa Marie Robert’s Photography

Call 432-561-9677

Senior Portraits
&

More!

17
51
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Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 05/03/09
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 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Hank Smoot, 58, died 
Tuesday. Memorial 
Services will be at 1 p.m. 
Friday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. 

PLANTS
Continued from Page 1

the book will be ones 
we’re selling,” noted 
Cheyne — with proceeds 
going to the organiza-
tion.

Finally, anyone in-
terested in the Master 
Gardeners can learn 
about the organization 

and register for a future 
class.

“We’re always inter-
ested in recruiting more 
people,” Cheyne said. 
“We’ll have sign-up 
sheets at the sale.”

TICKETS
Continued from Page 1

ning’s event. Hors 
d’oeuvres will be served 
at 6 p.m. Music will be 
provided on the patio.

KOSA-TV co-anchor 
Tatum Hubbard — a for-
mer Miss Texas — will 
co-host the event along 
with Cars, Stars and 
Handlebars co-chair-
man Stacy Barr and 
Moughon.

All proceeds will ben-

efit the patients of Big 
Spring State Hospital. 
The Volunteer Services 
Council plans to build a 
Family Visitation Cen-

ter with money raised 
from the evening’s fes-
tivities.

To purchase a ticket, 
call (432) 268-7535.

Big Spring State Hos-
pital is a 200-bed psychi-
atric hospital serving 
people with mental ill-
ness in West Texas.

BSISD
Continued from Page 1

is estimated at $500,000, 
will involve repairing 
and cleaning roof drains 
and removing built-up 
dirt. Inadequate drain-
age has allowed water to 
collect in several areas 
of the roof, officials 
said.

The modular build-
ings at the administra-

tion office will allow 
officials to bring more 
of the district’s admin-
istrative services to one 
location. 

Interim Superinten-
dent Dr. Michael Ste-
vens said the district 
plans to close the An-
derson building, which 
currently houses the 
alternative education, 
special education and 
various diagnostician 
programs. The alterna-

tive education students 
would relocate to the 
high school, while the 
administrative person-
nel would move to the 
new modular buildings.

Emergency repairs at 
Marcy Elementary will 
include patching the 
stone archway at the 
building’s entrance. A 
recent survey disclosed 
cracks forming along 
the archway, Stevens 
said, and trustees voted 

to spend $50,000 to re-
pair the structure.

Trustees also ap-
proved $175,000 for mis-
cellaneous maintenance 
work throughout the 
district.

Funds for these proj-
ects will come from a 
$3.2 million rebate the 
district recently re-
ceived from the Texas 
Education Agency as 
payback for TEA misfig-
uring state aid to BSISD 

from 2006 to 2008. The 
unused portion of those 
funds will be placed in 
the district’s reserve 
account for possible 
later use, said Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Sandra 
Waggoner.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

Woman, 20, jailed in SFA threat 
NACOGDOCHES (AP) — A 20-year-old Stephen F. 

Austin State University student was in jail Thurs-
day, a day after her arrest on allegations that she 
posted signs on and near campus last week that 
threatened a deadly mass shooting.

Jennifer Grant, a sophomore from Palestine, is 
a tenant of The Grove, the off-campus apartment 
complex where several signs appeared April 16. 
They warned that “10 people will be killed and shot 
at The Grove.”

A notice on the university Web site said campus 
police arrested Grant and booked her into the Na-
cogdoches County Jail. The District Attorney’s Of-
fice had no record of an attorney for Grant. A jail 
official said she was being arraigned Thursday 
morning.

The signs were found on the second anniversary 
of the Virginia Tech massacre that left 32 people 
dead.

SFA Police Chief Marc Cossich said in Thurs-
day’s Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel the investiga-
tion remained active but that no more arrests were 
expected. Cossich said information leading to the 
arrest came from a variety of sources.

Officials said it was too early to comment on a pos-
sible motive.

A student who said he knew Grant said he was 
surprised by the arrest.

“She has always been nice to me whenever I have 
talked to her and really seems like a nice person 
all around,” said 19-year-old David Bruce Smith, 
also of Palestine. “For her to make those drastic 
threats like that, all of a sudden, is highly doubtful 
for me.”

More nests found 
of endangered sea turtles 

CORPUS CHRISTI (AP) — Biologists have found 
five Kemp’s ridley sea turtle nests along the Padre 
Island National Seashore.

The Wednesday finds bring the total of the endan-
gered sea turtles’ nests found along the Texas coast 
to 10 this year. The Corpus Christi Caller-Times re-
ports in its online edition Thursday that one nest 
was found on South Padre Island.

The turtle’s nesting season usually runs from 
April through July or August. State wildlife offi-
cials ask the public to refrain from disturbing nest-
ing turtles. Instead, they ask the public to report 
the sighting to 1-866-TURTLE5.

Ex-U.S. Attorneys in Texas
join Ashcroft law firm 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Two former U.S. Attor-
neys in Texas have joined the law firm of former 
U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft.

Johnny Sutton was the top federal prosecutor for 
the Western District of Texas for more than seven 
years before resigning last week. He joins Ash-
croft’s firm along with John Ratcliffe, the former 
chief of the Eastern District of Texas, and two other 
Bush administration prosecutors.

The form will be called Ashcroft Sutton and Rat-
cliffe LLC.

Sutton’s tenure was marked by his prosecution 
of two Border Patrol agents convicted of shooting 
a fleeing drug smuggler. Sutton said before resign-
ing that he doesn’t regret prosecuting the pair, 
though he called their mandatory 10-year sentenc-
es harsh.

Wine bill slips onto Senate agenda 
AUSTIN (AP) — Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, a known 

wine connoisseur, isn’t always able to drink his 
favorite vintage when he goes out for dinner. But 
that could change soon under legislation he is said 
to be actively pushing.

A bill on its way to the state Senate would let 
Texans carry their own bottles of wine into liquor-
carrying restaurants and then leave with whatever 
they don’t drink. Industry representatives have tak-
en to calling the legislation the “Dewhurst bill.”

Glen Garey, a top official at the Texas Restaurant 
Association, said Dewhurst was frustrated because 
he couldn’t order his preferred bottle when dining 
out in Austin. The lieutenant governor presides 
over the state Senate and was instrumental in get-
ting the legislation moving, said Garey, the asso-
ciation’s general counsel.

“He is the one who refers bills, and he also has a 
nice wine collection, so he would, I guess, enjoy it 
if we could in fact allow the practice,” Garey said. 
“There is actually a particular brand of wine he 
likes ... but we don’t carry it at his favorite restau-
rant, and he had expressed that interest before.”

Dewhurst spokesman Rich Parsons said Dew-
hurst spoke with the Texas Restaurant Association 
about the bill earlier this year, but he denied that 
the powerful lieutenant governor wanted it passed 
so that he could carry his own wine into restau-
rants.

Parsons said the industry association had 
“dropped the ball” by not finding a sponsor to file 
the legislation before last week. Garey agreed the 
industry had goofed by not finding a sponsor ear-
lier, but said that Dewhurst’s intervention this late 
in the session was crucial.

Neither Garey nor Parsons could name Dew-
hurst’s favorite wine.

House approves incentives 
to graduate more nurses 

AUSTIN (AP) — An estimated shortage of 22,000 
nurses across Texas drove the state House on 
Wednesday to tentatively approve a measure 
that would increase the incentives some nursing 
schools get for hiring more teachers and graduat-
ing more nurses.

The issue is on the minds of many lawmakers this 
session, and in many bills seeking to move forward 
in the final weeks of the session.

“Nurses are good jobs, and we’re having to import 
nurses. Yet when you look at the kinds of jobs you 
want your children and other people’s children to 
have, this one jumps to the forefront,” said Rep. 

Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, the author of the bill 
approved Wednesday.

Kolkhorst’s proposal would target some state 
grants toward hiring nursing faculty at some nurs-
ing schools. She is also behind incentives in the 
state budget to reward nursing schools that have a 
more than 70 percent graduation rate.

The state estimates that if Texas fails to graduate 
more nurses as the population grows, demand will 
outstrip registered nurses by 70,000 in 2020. Kol-
horst said her measures aim to catch up to demand 
by 2013.

Supporters of Kolkhorst’s bill say nursing schools 
can’t get more graduates until they have more 
teachers.

Texas nursing schools had to turn away 8,000 
qualified applicants in 2008 because they didn’t 
have enough faculty, said Rep. Donna Howard, D-
Austin.

“That’s one of the biggest kinks in the pipeline, is 
lack of faculty,” said Howard, a former nurse who is 
supporting the bill. “Nurses with advanced degrees 
can typically make at least $20,000 more working in 
a clinical setting rather than in academia.”

The state has had a grant program, called the Pro-
fessional Nursing Shortage Reduction Program, 
to give incentives to nursing schools since 2005. 
Currently the grants are handed out based on how 
much nursing schools increase the number of grad-
uates each year, said Chris Fowler with the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board. The board 
hands out the grants.

“There are three stipulations (for use of the mon-
ey). For new faculty, salary supplements for cur-
rent faculty, and preceptors,” Fowler said. Precep-
tors are hospitals nurses who agree to take on nurs-
ing students for their clinical training, she said.

Kolkhorst’s bill would smooth the way for some 
of that grant money to be given to schools up front, 
rather than after a school has established higher 
graduation rates.

Perry stands firm 
on unemployment money 

AUSTIN (AP) — Gov. Rick Perry stood firm this 
week in his position that Texas shouldn’t accept 
$555 million in federal economic stimulus money 
for expanded unemployment benefits, even though 
some fellow Republicans are pushing to take the 
cash.

The Senate voted this week to accept the federal 
money and expand state unemployment coverage 
to include people seeking part-time work and those 
who leave their jobs for compelling reasons, such 
as a child’s illness or family violence. The proposal 
by Sen. Kevin Eltife, a Tyler Republican, now goes 
to the House.

Perry, an outspoken critic of the federal stimu-
lus package, contends that once the federal money 
runs out Texas would be left paying the cost of the 
expansion to the tune of $75 million a year through 
taxes on employers. He wasn’t specific on when he 
believes that cost would kick in, but said it would 
be “in those out years.”

Texas Briefs▼
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Castro’s offering ‘Trojan Horse’

Getting sick can be really risky

C
uban dictator Raul 
Castro says he is will-
ing to talk to the United 
States about “human 

rights, press freedom, political 
prisoners — everything” — and 
everyone is biting, hook, line 
and sinker!

We are so ea-
ger to see better 
relations with our 
Caribbean neigh-
bor — so idealistic 
about helping the 
Cuban people — 
that we forget to 
read the fine print.

Following that of-
ten-quoted line by 
Castro, in which 
he expressed his 
willingness to 
discuss “everything,” Castro 
insisted that Cuba’s sovereignty 
must not be challenged.

Yet no one has challenged that 
part of his statement. In the 
U.S. news media, where leftist 
tendencies and shallow journal-
ists reign, that part was omitted 
from many articles and reports.

Castro made that statement 
in Venezuela as he addressed a 
meeting of Latin America’s left-
ist leaders. 

They were celebrating the an-
niversary of the failed U.S.-led 
Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba, 
which was in 1961. It was a defi-
ant, arm-waving statement. He 
was telling his Latin American 
comrades that the Castro regime 
will not tolerate outside interfer-
ence.

Yet now the defiant speech is 
being treated as an olive branch!

One news report called it “a 
major softening of the commu-
nist island’s stance.” Another 
one described it as “an extraor-
dinary overture.”

It’s all wishful thinking, part 
of an unrealistic chorus of calls 
for Congress and the Obama 
administration to lift the U.S. 
economic embargo against the 

communist island, which lies 
only 90 miles south of Florida.

Yet those who have followed 
U.S.-Cuba relations have 50 
years’ worth of reasons to be 
skeptical. If history is a lesson, 
the Castro brothers will be will-
ing to talk and perhaps even give 
a little, but only enough to allow 
them to maintain total control of 
their repression machine.

They may free a few politi-
cal prisoners — as they have 
in the past, only to round them 
up again later — but expecting 
the regime to allow a free press 
or free multiparty elections is 
terribly naive. That is not how 
dictators function. They will 
negotiate on everything that 
doesn’t affect their absolute 
control of power, and they will 
shut down when we insist that 
change toward freedom and 
democracy must become part of 
the bargain.

So what is Castro offering? I 
say it’s a Trojan horse.

Fortunately, in the Obama 
administration, there are people 
who apparently see that horse 
coming.

In his speeches last week, first 
in Mexico and later in Trinidad 
and Tobago, President Barack 
Obama explained that he already 
had made a “good-faith effort” 
by lifting U.S. travel restrictions 
for Cuban-Americans who want 
to visit or send remittances to 
their relatives in Cuba. But he 
also made it clear that he expects 
the Cuban government to recip-
rocate.

“We do expect that Cuba will 
send signals that they’re inter-
ested in liberalizing in such a 
way that not only do U.S.-Cuban 
relations improve but so that the 
energy and creativity and initia-
tive of the Cuban people can 
potentially be released,” Obama 
said in Mexico. He noted that 
most of the talk is concentrated 
on the U.S. ban on travel to 
Cuba. “There’s not much discus-

sion of the ban on the Cuban 
people traveling elsewhere,” he 
said.

At the Summit of the Ameri-
cas, in Trinidad and Tobago, 
Obama kept calling Castro’s 
bluff. He did it in a subtle, diplo-
matic way, but it was reassuring 
to see that the candidate who 
said he would negotiate “with-
out preconditions” has become a 
president who sees that in order 
to get the Castro brothers to 
release their choking grip on the 
Cuban people, preconditions are 
absolutely necessary.

“My guidepost in U.S.-Cuba 
policy is going to be how can we 
encourage Cuba to be respect-
ful of the rights of its people, 
freedom of political speech, 
political participation, freedom 
of religion, freedom of the press, 
freedom of travel,” Obama said 
in Mexico.

Yet the shallow news reports 
often fail to go deeper than 
simply discussing whether the 
U.S. will lift the embargo. They 
don’t even cite specific instances 
when Obama clearly was re-
sponding to Castro’s phony 
rhetoric.

For example, because Castro 
spoke of talking to the United 
States without allowing his 
regime’s sovereignty to be 
challenged, Obama insists his 
administration’s policy toward 
Cuba will have “guideposts.” 

In an obvious response to 
Castro’s sovereignty concerns, 
Obama noted that “United States 
policy should not be interfer-
ence in other countries, but that 
also means we can’t blame the 
United States for every problem 
that happens in the hemisphere. 
That’s part of the bargain.”

The media want to roll in the 
Cuban Trojan horse, and thank-
fully, we have a president who 
wants to take a look inside.
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L
et’s start with the bad 
news — 100,000 patients 
die each year from 
hospital-acquired infec-

tions.  Another 100,000 die from 
medical error.  And according 
to the Institute of Medicine, two 
in five adults get 
misdiagnosed. Un-
fortunately there 
isn’t any good new. 
Well, I guess there 
is good news if you 
get well, which 
most of us do.

The problem is 
that society has set 
up some serious 
road blocks to get-
ting well. 

Just try, for ex-
ample, to find out 
from the state health department 
whether your doctor has had 
complaints filed against him. Or 
if you have a medical dispute 
that goes to court, just try to find 
a doctor who will testify on your 
side. Sorry, they’re not into that.

And those are the good guys! 
When we cross over the bar and 
fuss with insurance or drug 
companies our odds worsen. 
Since no one wants to insure us 
if we’re sick, many folks can’t af-
ford treatment if they get really 
ill. And since drug manufactur-
ers want us to buy their product 
whether it does us any good or 
not, they find ways to subtly (or 
not so subtly) bribe doctors to 
prescribe their stuff even if it 

may not be quite right.
Further, when corners are cut, 

or bad practice is introduced, or 
plain old mistakes happen, you 
can probably imagine what hap-
pens to the whistleblowers who 
point that out. At last count the 
Justice Department had a back-
log of 500 cases of health fraud.

And now comes a New York 
Times report that the Food and 
Drug Administration scarcely 
bothers even trying to test new 
medical devices. In fact any 
kind of regulation at all only 
dates back to 1976 and the deaths 
that resulted from the infamous 
Dalkon Shield. Since then the 
FDA has been empowered, but 
not adequately funded, to make 
sure that new products won’t 
poison, injure, or infect us. But 
producers often concoct cre-
ative incentives for doctors to 
go ahead and use their devices 
anyway.

Nor are doctors, hospitals and 
corporations the only dangers 
in our care system.  Pharma-
cists are a secretive lot as well. 
Though generally of very high 
type, they, like the rest of us, 
also make mistakes. Also like 
the rest of us, they prefer to hide 
them. The big drug chains won’t 
talk about this, let alone provide 
data. Thus there is no tool for 
consumers to use in compar-
ing pharmacies or in getting a 
handle on the scope of the error 
problem. (Though by way of 
endorsement, a Stop and Shop 

pharmacist did recently drive 
out to our house to pick up a 
misdirected prescription.)

Medicare has now gotten into 
the act too. It is refusing to pay 
health providers for medical 
mistakes. Nor will it allow them 
to charge the victims. That’s 
dandy, but since most hospitals 
are non-profit, losses have to 
be made up by someone. That 
means higher rates or larger 
government support.  Not much 
incentive there to tighten up. 
The better answer is stricter 
regulatory supervision and 
closer record keeping. Somehow 
government rarely seems to find 
money for that sort of thing.  Too 
many lobbyists against it.

So worse luck, a lot of respon-
sibility for our own care falls 
back upon us. Who else is going 
to ask the doctor if he washed 
his hands?  Who else is going to 
verify our prescription labels? 
Who else is going to check that 
someone has marked the right 
body part for surgery? And who 
else is going to grouse to our 
legislators that we can’t get any 
info on malpractice, complaints, 
corporate gifts, infection rates, 
or whistle blowing. Medicine 
can be a grubby business, and 
pending real reform, we have to 
put up our own defenses. 

Columnist William A. Collins 
is a former state representative 
and a former mayor of Norwalk, 
Conn.

S
aturday, the public will get a chance to see 
what its bought and what exactly what a 
$11.5 million jail facility looks like.

Howard County officials will give taxpay-
ers a chance to view the newly-constructed county 
jail, located at 3611 W. Highway 80, when a public 
open house is held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday.

“We want to give them a chance to walk through 
and see what their dollars have paid for, and what 
a tremendous improvement this is for our county,” 
County Judge Mark Barr said of the open house. 
“This will be the last chance for many area resi-
dents to see the entire jail before we start bringing 
in inmates. After that, most of the facility will be 
closed to the public.”

The building features 39,925 square feet and is de-
signed to house 96 inmates with the ability to add 
16 beds without a building expansion, and a pre-
designed future addition that would expand the fa-
cility to 144 beds.

Passage of the bond issue that provided funds 
to build the facility brought an end to one of the 
most contentious arguments this county had seen 
in many years — one that not only divided voters 
in the community, but membership of the Howard 
County Commissioners Court.

Even when it became clear to everyone, thanks 
to the Texas Jail Standards Commission‘s closure 
of the existing jail, that building a new facility 
was necessary, squabbling continued — both in 
the commissioners court and the community — as 
to the size the new jail needed to be and where it 
would be located.

Barr said he believes the new jail is “quite an 
investment for the county. I really appreciate the 
commissioners. We all came together on this and 
we all had to give and take some. But we did it 
and we got it done, and this will be a very efficient 
place.”

Although it is unclear exactly when the first in-
mates will be moved to the new facility, the jail’s 
staff is currently in training, there’s no question 
the new jail will be in use very soon.

County commissioners are hoping local taxpay-
ers will take the time to see exactly what their tax 
dollars are buying, and we here at the Herald en-
courage our readers make the most of this oppor-
tunity.

Jail open house
is chance to see
what we bought

letter PoliCies

How to ContaCt us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

a small Prayer

You know, Lord, when our intentions are 
good.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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APRIL PROCLAIMED SEXUAL ASSAULT
AWARENESS AND PREVENTION MONTH

Big Spring, TX - Governor Rick Perry designed April 
2009 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Texas. 
Victim Services joins rape crisis centers across the 
state in commemorating Sexual Assault Awareness 
and Prevention Month to promote awareness and en-
courage support of this issue.

According to a 2003 study conducted by the Texas 
Association Against Sexual Assault and the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin School of Social Work, nearly 
2 million Texans have been sexually assaulted. That 
equals 1 in 5 women and 1 in 20 men in our state. 
Unfortunate, fewer than 20 percent of sexual assault 
are ever reported to the police.

Sexual violence is a form of oppression, and is linked 
to all other forms of oppression. In order to create 
a world without sexual violence it is imperative that 
each of us take a stand against all forms of oppres-
sion whether based on gender, age, race or ethnic-
ity, sexual orientation or gender identity. In order to 
foster healthy communities all citizens must support 
the efforts to end sexual violence every month of the 
year.

Last year Victim Services of Big Spring served:

41 Child Victims of Sexual Assault; 25 Primary and 16 Secondary
10 Adult Victims of Sexual Assault; 9 Primary and 1 Secondary
Total of 51 Cases

From victims and future victims take a stand today, 
the next victim could be someone you love, your 
wife, mother, sister, co-worker, aunt, niece, nephew 
or a friend.

Contact
Victim Services

263-3312
17260

Come Help Support
The Big Spring

High School Choir
Fundraiser For

Choir Trip

Enjoy The Pizza &
Performance

Thursday, April 23, 2009
4:00 pm til Close

1702 Gregg
263-1381

at

176021

News in brief
AP poll: Plurality says 
U.S. on right track

WASHINGTON (AP) — For the first time in 
years, more Americans than not say the country 
is headed in the right direction, a sign that Barack 
Obama has used the first 100 days of his presidency 
to lift the public’s mood and inspire hopes for a 
brighter future.

Intensely worried about their personal financ-
es and medical expenses, Americans nonetheless 
appear realistic about the time Obama might need 
to turn things around, according to an Associated 
Press-GfK poll. It shows most Americans con-
sider their new president to be a strong, ethical 
and empathetic leader who is working to change 
Washington.

Nobody knows how long the honeymoon will last, 
but Obama has clearly transformed the yes-we-can 
spirit of his candidacy into a tool of governance. 
His ability to inspire confidence — Obama’s sec-
ond book is titled “The Audacity of Hope” — has 
thus far buffered the president against the harsh 
political realities of two wars, a global economic 
meltdown and countless domestic challenges.

Paramilitary platoons sent to Pakistani 
district recently infiltrated by Taliban

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) — Pakistani para-
military troops sent to protect government build-
ings and bridges in a district recently infiltrated 
by the Taliban came under fire Thursday by gun-
men who killed a police officer, authorities said.

The assault in Buner district is likely to heighten 
concern about the viability of a government-backed 
peace deal that imposes Islamic law in a large seg-
ment of the country’s northwest in exchange for 
peace with Taliban militants in the neighboring 
Swat Valley.

In recent days, the valley’s militants have entered 
Buner in large numbers — establishing check-
points, patrolling roads and spreading fear in an 
area some 60 miles (97 kilometers) from Islamabad. 
Their movement has bolstered critics’ claims that 
the deal would merely embolden the militants to 
spread their reign to other parts of the province 
bordering Afghanistan.

The U.S. has become one of the deal’s foremost 
critics.

Senate Democrats hold 
back on independent panel

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate Democratic lead-
ers don’t appear inclined to appoint an indepen-
dent panel to investigate the Bush administra-
tion’s interrogation program before the Senate 
Intelligence Committee completes its own probe 
near the end of the year.

The panel is investigating the legal underpin-
nings for the interrogation program as well as the 

value of the information it gathered. Republicans 
oppose the creation of a bipartisan commission 
for what they view as a backward-looking effort to 
vilify former President George W. Bush.

“One way or another there needs to be a public 
accounting of these troublesome policies,” said 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev. Reid 
said the committee inquiry “will answer a lot of 
the questions the American people have.”

Two Senate reports issued back to back this week 
were meant to answer some of those questions.

A Senate Armed Services Committee report 
draws a direct line between the Bush administra-
tion’s approval of the CIA’s harsh interrogation 
program and the military’s abuse of prisoners at 
the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and 
in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Decade-long battle to allow gay marriage 
in Conn. will end with expected signature

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — A decade-long battle 
for marriage equality in Connecticut ended when 
the General Assembly voted to update the state’s 
marriage laws to conform with a landmark court 
ruling allowing gay and lesbian couples to tie the 
knot.

“It feels so good. It really does feel like the book 
is closing,” said Anne Stanback, president of Love 
Makes a Family, a gay-rights group that has led the 
fight for same-sex marriage in the state.

A spokesman for Gov. M. Jodi Rell said she 
will sign the bill, which passed 28-7 in the Senate 
and 100-44 in the House of Representatives late 
Wednesday, into law. While Rell, a Republican, 
signed the state’s 2005 civil unions law, she has 
said she believes that marriage should be between 
a man and a woman.

The bill comes six months after the State Supreme 
Court ruled 4-3 that same-sex couples have the 
right to wed in Connecticut, rather than accept 
the civil union law designed to give them the same 
rights as married couples.

It redefines marriage in Connecticut as the legal 
union of two people. State law previously defined 
marriage as the union of a man and a woman.

To create nuclear power, United Arab 
Emirates works Washington corridors

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United Arab Emirates 
is wise to the ways of Washington. With Capitol 
Hill soon to review a deal to send American nucle-
ar power technology to the U.A.E., the oil-rich 
nation has enlisted a pair of heavyweight lobbying 
firms to convince lawmakers the agreement won’t 
be a boost to neighboring Iran’s pursuit of atomic 
weapons.

Since July, the U.A.E. has paid nearly $1.6 mil-
lion in fees to Akin Gump and DLA Piper, accord-
ing to foreign agent registration records on file 
with the Justice Department.

Both sides of the political aisle are covered. On 
the U.A.E.’s lobbying team are Vic Fazio, a former 
10-term California Democratic congressman now 
at Akin Gump, and DLA Piper’s Dick Armey, the 
former Republican House majority leader from 
Texas, the records show.

Putting sensitive nuclear gear into the hands of 
a country that once recognized the Taliban and is 
a trading partner with Iran has unnerved a small 
but vocal group of lawmakers who want President 
Barack Obama to put the deal on hold. But the 
U.A.E. and its lobbying corps are pressing for 
speedy passage, holding out the promise of jobs 
for American companies hit hard by a sagging 
economy.

Obama embraces crackdown 
on credit-card lending

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama, 
appealing to mainstream consumers, is pushing for 
more legal protection for the millions of Americans 
who use credit cards.

Obama was meeting with leaders of the credit-
card industry Thursday, and he’s already backing 
tougher legislation.

“The president believes new rules of the road 
for the credit card industry are needed,” Obama 
senior adviser Valerie Jarrett said ahead of the 
president’s planned session at the White House 
with executives from the nation’s top credit-card 
companies.

Obama and some congressional leaders are par-
ticularly focused on what they consider to be abu-
sive and deceptive practices that squeeze people 
into paying much higher fees or interest rates than 
anticipated. Both the House and Senate are con-
sidering a credit card “bill of rights” to limit the 
ability of credit-card companies to raise interest 
rates on existing balances and to require greater 
disclosure.

Top Russian diplomat starts mission to 
get North Korea back into nuclear talks

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Russia launched 
a mission Thursday to try to bring North Korea 
back into international disarmament talks, send-
ing its top diplomat to Pyongyang after the North 
announced it would restart its nuclear program.

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov arrived in North 
Korea for a two-day visit, the official Korean 
Central News Agency reported in a brief dispatch. 
Russia’s ITAR-Tass news agency said the nuclear 
standoff was expected to dominate Lavrov’s trip, 
and that he might meet later Thursday with leader 
Kim Jong Il.

North Korea last week expelled all international 
monitors of its nuclear facilities, vowed to restart 
them and quit six-nation disarmament talks, after 
the U.N. Security Council condemned its April 5 
rocket launch and called for expanded sanctions.



By RoBeRt S. Boyd
McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Ro-
bots are gaining on us 
humans.

Thanks to exponen-
tial increases in com-
puter power — which 
is roughly doubling ev-
ery two years — robots 
are getting 
s m a r t e r , 
more capa-
ble, more 
like flesh-
and-blood 
people.

M a t c h -
ing hu-
man skills 
and intel-
l i g e n c e , 
h o w e v e r , 
is an enor-
mously dif-
ficult — perhaps impos-
sible — challenge.

Nevertheless, robots 
guided by their own 
computer “brains” now 
can pick up and peel ba-
nanas, land jumbo jets, 
steer cars through city 
traffic, search human 
DNA for cancer genes, 
play soccer or the vio-
lin, find earthquake vic-
tims or explore craters 
on Mars.

At a “Robobusiness” 
conference in Boston 
last week, companies 
demonstrated a robot 
firefighter, gardener, 
receptionist, tour guide 

and security guard.
You name it, a high-

tech wizard somewhere 
is trying to make a robot 
do it.

A Japanese house-
keeping robot can move 
chairs, sweep the floor, 
load a tray of dirty dish-
es in a dishwasher and 

put dirty 
clothes in 
a washing 
machine.

Intel, the 
worldwide 
computer-
chip mak-
er, head-
quartered 
in Santa 
Clara, Ca-
lif., has 
developed 
a self-

controlled mobile robot 
called Herb, the Home 
Exploring Robotic But-
ler. Herb can recognize 
faces and carry out 
generalized commands 
such as “please clean 
this mess,” according to 
Justin Rattner, Intel’s 
chief technology officer.

In a talk last year titled 
“Crossing the Chasm 
Between Humans and 
Machines: the Next 40 
Years,” the widely re-
spected Rattner lent 
some credibility to the 
often-ridiculed effort 
to make machines as 
smart as people.

“The industry has 
taken much greater 
strides than anyone 
ever imagined 40 years 
ago,” Rattner said. It’s 
conceivable, he added, 
that “machines could 
even overtake humans 
in their ability to rea-
son in the not-so-distant 
future.”

Programming a robot 
to perform household 
chores without breaking 
dishes or bumping into 
walls is hard enough, 
but creating a truly in-
telligent machine still 
remains far beyond hu-
man ability.

Artificial intelligence 
researchers have strug-
gled for half a century 
to imitate the stagger-
ing complexity of the 
brain, even in creatures 
as lowly as a cockroach 
or fruit fly. Although 
computers can process 
data at lightning speeds, 
the trillions of ever-
changing connections 
between animal and hu-
man brain cells surpass 
the capacity of even the 
largest supercomputers

“One day we will cre-
ate a human-level ar-
tificial intelligence,” 
wrote Rodney Brooks, 
a robot designer at the 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, in Cam-
bridge, Mass. “But how 
and when we will get 
there — and what will 

happen after we do — 
are now the subjects of 
fierce debate.”

“We’re in a slow retreat 
in the face of the steady 
advance of our mind’s 
children,” agreed Paul 
Saffo, a technology fore-
caster at Stanford Uni-
versity in Stanford, Ca-
lif. “Eventually, we’re 
going to reach the point 
where everybody’s go-
ing to say, ‘Of course 
machines are smarter 
than we are.’

“The truly interesting 
question is what hap-
pens after if we have 
truly intelligent robots,” 
Saffo said. “If we’re very 
lucky, they’ll treat us as 
pets. If not, they’ll treat 
us as food.”

Some far-out futurists, 
such as Ray Kurzweil, 
an inventor and tech-
nology evangelist in 
Wellesley Hills, a Boston 
suburb, predict that ro-
bots will match human 
intelligence by 2029, 
only 20 years from now. 
Other experts think that 
Kurzweil is wildly over-
optimistic.

According to Kurzweil, 
robots will prove their 
cleverness by passing 
the so-called “Turing 
test.” In the test, devised 
by British computing 
pioneer Alan Turing 
in 1950, a human judge 
chats casually with a 
concealed human and a 

hidden machine. If the 
judge can’t tell which 
responses come from 
the human and which 
from the machine, the 
machine is said to show 
human-level intelli-
gence.

“We can expect com-
puters to pass the Tur-
ing test, indicating 
intelligence indistin-
guishable from that of 
biological humans, by 
the end of the 2020s,” 
Kurzweil wrote in his 
2005 book, “The Singu-
larity Is Near.”

To Kurzweil, the “sin-
gularity” is when a ma-
chine equals or exceeds 
human intelligence. It 
won’t come in “one great 
leap,” he said, “but lots 
of little steps to get us 
from here to there.”

Kurzweil has made a 
movie, also titled “The 
Singularity Is Near: A 
True Story About the 
Future,” that’s due in 
theaters this summer.

Intel’s Rattner is more 
conservative. He said 
that it would take at 
least until 2050 to close 
the mental gap between 
people and machines. 
Others say that it will 
take centuries, if it ever 
happens.

Some eminent think-
ers, such as Steven 
Pinker, a Harvard cog-
nitive scientist, Gordon 
Moore, a co-founder of 
Intel, and Mitch Kapor, 
a leading computer sci-
entist in San Francisco, 
doubt that a robot can 
ever successfully imper-
sonate a human being.

It’s “extremely difficult 
even to imagine what it 
would mean for a com-
puter to perform a suc-
cessful impersonation,” 
Kapor said. “While it 

is possible to imagine 
a machine obtaining a 
perfect score on the SAT 
or winning ‘Jeopardy’ 
— since these rely on 
retained facts and the 
ability to recall them 
— it seems far less pos-
sible that a machine can 
weave things together 
in new ways or ... have 
true imagination in a 
way that matches every-
thing people can do.”

Nevertheless, roboti-
cists are working to 
make their mechanical 
creatures seem more 
human. The Japanese 
are particularly fasci-
nated with “human-
oid” robots, with faces, 
movements and voices 
resembling their hu-
man masters.

A fetching female robot 
model from the National 
Institute of Advanced 
Industrial Science and 
Technology lab in Tsu-
kuba, Japan, sashays 
down a runway, turns 
and bows when “she” 
meets a real girl.

“People become emo-
tionally attached” to 
robots, Saffo said. Two-
thirds of the people who 
own Roombas, the hum-
ble floor-sweeping ro-
bots, give them names, 
he said. One-third take 
their Roombas on vaca-
tion.

At a technology con-
ference last October in 
San Jose, Calif., Cyn-
thia Breazeal, an MIT 
robot developer, demon-
strated her attempts to 
build robots that mimic 
human and social skills. 
She showed off “Leonar-
do,” a rabbity creature 
that reacts appropriate-
ly when a person smiles 
or scowls.

“Robot sidekicks are 
coming,” Breazeal said. 
“We already can see 
the first distant cousins 
of R2-D2,” the sociable 
little robot in the “Star 
Wars” movies.

Other MIT researchers 
have developed an au-
tonomous wheelchair 
that understands and 
responds to commands 
to “go to my room” or 
“take me to the cafete-
ria.”

So far, most robots are 
used primarily in fac-
tories, repeatedly per-
forming single tasks. 
The Robotics Institute 
of America estimates 
that more than 186,000 
industrial robots are be-
ing used in the United 
States, second only to 
Japan. It’s estimated 
that more than a mil-
lion robots are being 
used worldwide, with 
China and India rapidly 
expanding their invest-
ments in robotics.
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By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com
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may occur 15 to 50 years after exposure. 
MESOTHELIOMA or LUNG CANCER
may be caused by asbestos exposure, 
ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA by Ben-
zene exposure and MELANOMA, KID-
NEY or BLADDER CANCER by coal 
tar pitch exposure. Family members 
may also be exposed by dirty clothes.
Call us for professional insight.

CANCER EXPERIENCE 
COUNTS

Lawyers with over 90 years 
combined expertise.

1-888-MESO-FIRM
www.AsbestosLaw.com

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Board Certifi ed Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial 
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT
CAMERON, TEXAS

Industrial
or Toxic

(1-888-637-6347)

Robots are narrowing the gap with humans

“The truly interesting 
question is what 
happens after if we 
have truly intelligent 
robots. If we’re very 
lucky, they’ll treat us 
as pets. If not, they’ll 
treat us as food.” 

Massachusetts Institute of technology

Peeling a banana is easy for a human, but a tough challenge for a robot, like this one from MIt’s 
computer science laboratory. 
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2004 Pontiac Grand Prix
Gold, V6, Automatic

Was $9,995 / NOW $8,995

2006 Hyundai Sonata GLS
Light Blue, V6, Automatic

Was $14,495 / NOW $12,495

Pollard
Chevrolet • Buick • Cadillac 

1501 E. 4th St.                                                                       267-7421

STK# J189 STK#J184A

Check ‘em Out While They Last!
at

173361

173361 pollard-4-19.indd   1 4/17/09   3:17:09 PM
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Howard College’s Cody Samora holds on to a bull for eight 
seconds at the Howard College Rodeo Saturday at the Big 
Spring Rodeo Bowl. Samora won the gold buckle for the 
bull riding event.

Special to the Herald

Howard College Hawk 
bull rider Cody Samora 
dominated the competition 
at the Howard College 
Rodeo over the weekend, 
taking home first place and 
securing his second trip to 
the College National Finals 
Rodeo (CNFR) to be held 
later this summer.

Samora twisted his first 
bull for 80 points and sec-
ond place in the long round. 
Coming back with a great 
bull in the short round pro-
vided just the break Samora 
needed. 

He marked 86 points to 
win the short round and the 
average, which was enough 
to secure his position in the 
regional standings and 
guarantee a trip to the 
CNFR.  

Samora was not the only 
Hawk bull rider to compete 
in short-round action.   
Lonny Graham marked a 
79-point ride in the long 
round to finish third and 
fifth in the average. 

Shane Esco marked a 
75-point ride in the long 
round for sixth place and

See RODEO, Page 12

Samora shines
at Howard Rodeo

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

While playoff spots have been 
secured across the state in high 
school baseball and softball, 
matchups are still to be deter-
mined.

Three teams — Big Spring soft-
ball, Coahoma softball and 
Forsan baseball — are playing 
seeding games Friday with dis-
trict opponents.

The Lady Steers are fighting 
for the third seed in District 
4-4A and face Plainview at 6:30 
p.m. at Monterey High School in 
Lubbock. 

Meanwhile, Forsan’s Buffs and 
Coahoma’s Bulldogettes are 
seeking the top seeds from their 
respective districts.

In District 2-A, Forsan will bat-
tle two opponents — Ira and 
Miles — for the No. 1 ranking 
out of District 2-A. All three 
teams finished 10-2 in the 
league. 

See SEEDING, Page 12
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Big Spring Lady Steers shortstop Mirella Torres fields a grounder in the Lady Steers’ 
5-4 win over San Angelo Lake View Friday at Lady Steer Park. The Lady Steers are 
one of three softball or baseball teams in Howard County involved in district seeding 
games Friday.

Finding
their spot
3 Howard County
squads playing for
playoff position

JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

DALLAS — Jason Smith simply 
did as he was told.

He took a redshirt his first year 
at Baylor. The next year, he was a 
backup tight end. Then coaches 
asked him to move to tackle, a 
switch that required bulking up 
and learning the intricacies of 
blocking schemes.

Two impressive seasons later, 
Smith looked into going pro. When 
the evaluation pointed out all sorts 
of flaws, Smith returned to school 
and used it as a checklist of things 
to do better.

Consider them all checked. 
Smith was headed Wednesday to 
New York for the NFL draft, wide-
ly expected to become a top-five 
pick.

“I came here and didn’t do any-
thing I wasn’t supposed to do and 
everything I was asked to do,” 
Smith said during a conference 
call from Waco, Texas. “When you 
come to Baylor, you get what you 
want if you work hard.”

Smith’s school spirit is admira-
ble, but it brings up another inter-
esting part of his dramatic rise:

Baylor?
Yes, the private Baptist school 

that last had a winning season 
during the days of the Southwest 
Conference, and that last produced 
a top-three pick in 1950, just 
churned out perhaps the most 
sought offensive lineman in the 
land.

“Baylor,” Smith added, “is a 
force to be reckoned with.”

So is Smith.
Pass blocking is his specialty, 

but Smith — who is 6-foot-5 and 
305 pounds, with a frame that can 
handle a couple dozen more 
pounds — is obviously good 
enough at opening running lanes 
to be projected as the anchor for 
Detroit’s hoped-for turnaround or 
as St. Louis’ replacement for 
Orlando Pace.

Part of the appeal is his charac-
ter. As already mentioned, he’s 
loyal, has a solid work ethic and 
respects authority. He answers to 
“Smooth” and is popular for his 
outgoing personality. He’s also a 
serious student, having made the 
honor roll and graduated in four 
years.

Best of all for a team about to 
invest a healthy chunk of its sala-
ry cap in Smith, his rap sheet is 
crystal clear. The “very, very tight 
circle” of folks he’s invited to 

See SMITH, Page 12

Baylor LT Smith
in high demand

AP photo/Eric Gay

Dallas Mavericks center Erick Dampier, left, 
is fouled by San Antonio Spurs guard Roger 
Mason Jr. (8) during Game 2 of a first-round 
Western Conference NBA playoff series in San 
Antonio Monday. Dampier has backed off ear-
lier comments about putting Tony Parker on 
his back.

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

DALLAS (AP) — After chatting 
with league officials, Mavericks 
center Erick Dampier is toning 
down his plans to thwart San 
Antonio’s Tony Parker.

The big guy is still going to get 
physical with the speedy point 
guard in Game 3, but he’s no long 
guaranteeing that “my first foul 
Thursday night is going to put 
him on his back.”

“I probably shouldn’t have said 
it like that,” Dampier said 
Wednesday. “Maybe the way it 
came out, it sounded bad. ... I’m 
just going to go out there and play 
the way I’ve been playing.”

Dampier vowed to pop Parker on 
Monday night, after he turned 
Game 2 of this first-round series 
into a personal layup drill. Parker 
scored 38 points in 33 minutes, 
leading San Antonio to a 105-84 
victory that tied the series at one 
game apiece.

The quote appeared in Tuesday’s 
editions of The Dallas Morning 

News. Once it reached the league 
office, a “review” began, which 
essentially meant Dampier hav-
ing to explain himself. He did so 
again Wednesday with reporters.

“It’s just the game of basketball,” 
he said. “It wasn’t said intention-
ally to go out and hurt anyone. I 
mean, fouls happen in the game of 
basketball. It’s just that we want 
to shut down the paint and not 
give up any easy layups.”

No punishment was announced 
by the league. However, there will 
be repercussions in the form of 
more scrutiny from the refs.

“Probably magnified 100,000 
times,” Dampier said, laughing. 
“I’m just waiting to see how it’s 
going to happen. But, like I said, 
I’m not going to go out there and 
do anything stupid. I just want to 
go out there and play the best I 
can.”

Mavericks players and coaches 
stood up for Dampier, essentially 
calling his threat a heat of the 
moment, slip of the tongue. They 
also agreed with his message.

“We can’t just give up layup 
after layup, and Parker is one of 
the best at scoring in the paint,” 
Dallas point guard Jason Kidd 
said. “We just have to be a little 
more physical — not in the sense 
of hurting anybody, but protect-
ing the paint. I think that’s what 
Damp was trying to say.”

Dampier and coach Rick Carlisle 
both noted that the burly center 
has only two flagrant fouls over 
five seasons in Dallas, which 
hardly brands him as a dirty play-
er.

“They’ve got one — we don’t,” 
Mavs star Dirk Nowitzki said, 
clearly referring to Bruce Bowen, 
the Spurs’ defensive ace who has 
long been a thorn to Dallas play-
ers.

Parker pretty much brushed off 
Dampier’s threat.

“I can’t focus on that,” he said. 
“It’s San Antonio and Dallas. We 
know they’re going to come back 
strong. They’re going to play very

See DAMP, Page 12

Dampier backs off fouling Parker comments
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Announcements

FUN IN The Air Inflatable 
Games out of Abilene, is NOW 
servicing your area. 

Visit 
www.funintheair

inflatables.vpweb.com
(325)232-6647

Business Opportunity
ESTABLISHED LOCAL busi-
ness FOR SALE: Work week-
ends only and make 
30,000-$40,000 per year. Call 
(432)213-0529.

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE 2618 Chanute  
Saturday & Sunday 8am-2pm. 
Too much to list.

Garage Sales
2 FAMILY Garage  Sale: 
Saturday 8:00-? 706 Richie 
South 87 (Follow Signs). 
Washer, dryer, air conditioner 
and lots of misc. items. Award 
winning Brisket Burritos.

Help Wanted
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

*Entry Level
*Customer service

*Management training
*Set Up/Display

$400-$500/ wk to start
ACT NOW! CALL

(432)517-4522
CITY OF BIG SPRING 

Police Officer - (Non-Certified) 
Police Officer- (Certified)

Seasonal Parks Maintenance
Seasonal Golf Course 
Maintenance Worker

Communications Officer
Water Treatment Plant Tech

Assistant Superintendent 
Golf Course

Equal Opportunity 
Employer

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

DENTAL HYGIENIST Needed- 
professional, enthusiastic, 
team oriented, strong knowl-
edge in periodontics and pa-
tient education. We believe in 
quality care not quantity care. 
Salary $42,265.00-$55,594.00 
per year, depending on experi-
ence, based on 4 days per 
week, paid CE, vacation, sick 
leave, medical insurance, uni-
form allowance. Please fax 
your resume to (325)236-6268 
or email to 
rb81770@yahoo.com

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

HYGIENE COORDINATOR/
CERTIFIED DENTAL

ASSISTANT
Wanted, Hygiene Coordinator/ 
Certified Dental Assistant for a 
very progressive practice who 
has strong communication 
skills, organizational skills, 
strong people skills, and 
self-motivated. Must be a 
“Team-player”! 4 weeks vaca-
tion and a 4 day work week. 
Send resume to 
bigspringdds@yahoo.com

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Help Wanted
PIZZA INN 

EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for following position.
Operations Planner – Respon-
sible for managing the District’s 
preventative maintenance pro-
gram.  Perform administrative 
support including maintaining 
operations records, and main-
taining asset inventory. Inter-
mediate level position, ad-
vanced computer skills re-
quired.  
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at 
www.crmwd.org the District’s 
office, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720 or by call-
ing (432) 267-6341.

Items for Sale
4 TON AC Condenser  (used 
only 2 years). $375.00. Call 
(432)263-7478.

4PC BEDROOM set. New, still 
in boxes. $425. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
FULL Pillow Top mattress set, 
with warranty. $140. 
432-664-8980.

CHERRY SLEIGH-BED solid 
wood still in box with mattress 
set, both new $395, 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
2 Piece Queen Mattress Set. 
New. In plastic with warranty. 
$150. 432-664-8980.

NEW MICRO Fiber Sofa and 
Loveseat. Never opened. Only 
$565. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
Name Brand Pillow Top King 
mattress with foundation and 
warranty. All NEW $250. 
432-664-8980.

RIDING MOWER Sears Crafts-
man LT 2000, 17.5 HP, 42 
inches, 6 speed. Used Only 
One Summer. $800.00 Cash. 
Call (432)267-1254.

Lost and Found
FOUND YELLOW male cat 
with green collar. Please call 
(432)267-8636 or 556-4034.

FOUND YORKSHIRE Terrier. 
Please call to identify 
(432)816-9723.

REWARD- LOST dog 8 yrs. 
old female, Lab mixed. Black 
w/white chest & paws. Answers 
to Lady. Lost at Neighbors 
Store.  Call (432)816-8244.

Miscellaneous
7 DAY 6 Nights Disney area 
stay. 2 Adult Disney tickets. 
Paid $750. dollars Sell for 
$249. Good for 1 year. Call 
(915)663-0463.

DIRECTV SATELLITE Televi-
sion, FREE EQUIPMENT, 
FREE 4 Room Installation,
FREE HD or DVR Receiver 
Upgrade. Packages from 
$29.99/mo. Call DIRECTV Sat 
TV for Details 1-888-420-9468.

KING SIZE Select Comfort 
Sleep Number Bed 7000 
Model. Gently used. Non 
smoking home and pet free. 
Retail for $4,000.00, Asking 
$2,250.00. Call 432-517-0413.

Want to Buy
LOOKING TO Buy about 25 
acres in Martin or Howard 
Counties. Call (432)978-4284.

Miscellaneous
MARBLE TOP pub dining set 
Brand new, never used, $299. 
806-549-3110...........................
Day bed, wrought iron frame & 
spring foundation, $199. mat-
tress avail. $99. 806-549-3110.

PROM DRESS (size 5-6), 
white, pink and black. $100.00. 
Call (432)267-2484 leave mes-
sage.

RESORT CAMPING! Camp 
Nationwide, Only $10/$15 
night! Over 1000 Locations.
Call Now For Details 
800-507-1003.

Stone tile table and chairs, 
BRAND NEW!!! $260. 
806-549-3110.

On the Farm
2008 HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
Tridan (Sweet)

1- 2500 Round Bales 5x6
806-239-1942

SAM STEVENS 60ft. folding 
sprayer (300 gal. tank) with 
hyd. pump, Yetter 28ft. Rotary 
Hoe, Hamby 9 row bed knifer, 
Kinze 8 row Planter, 17 Shank 
Chisel Plow, 9 row triple bar 
Lister-cultivator and CMC Mod-
ule Builder. (432)399-4406.

Pets
AKC SHIH-TZU puppies. 
Sweet personality. $300.00 to 
See Call (432)267-1254.

FREE to GOOD Home- Indoor 
Cat (Daisy) Female. Spayed 
and declawed. Current on all 
shots. Call (432)267-6737 or 
816-1061.

LOOKING FOR Great Dane 
and Schnauzer Males to breed 
my females. Call 
(337)353-1586.

Real Estate for Rent
1311 TUCSON 2 bdrm, 1 bath,  
CH/A, fenced yard, garage, ex-
tra storage. $650/month, 
$600/deposit. Call 
432-213-4647.

1312 WOOD, 2 Bdrm, 1 bath, 
large fenced back yard. No 
Hud. $600. month, $300.00. 
Call (432)213-2857.

Real Estate for Rent
1504 Wood. 2 bdrm Duplex. 
All bills paid.  $600.00 month, 
$500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)264-6611.

1602 LINCOLN. Remodeled 4 
bedroom, 2 bath, tile floors & 
carpet, CH/A. $750. month, 
$500. deposit. Call 
(432)517-0373.

1605 A. Lincoln. Remodeled 2 
bedroom, 1 bath, tile floors & 
carpet, CH/A. $450. month, 
$400. deposit. Call 
(432)517-0373.

1702 MORRISON 3 bdrm, 1 
bath,  Tile floors, CH/A, fenced 
yard. $750/month, $700/de-
posit. Call 432-213-4647.

1800 WALLACE, 3 bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath, garage, CH/A. 
$700. Month, $400. deposit. No 
HUD. No Pets. Non-smoker. 
References required. Call 
(432)270-3849 for more infor-
mation. 

3202 AUBURN 3 bdrm, 1 bath,  
Tile floors, CH/A, garage, 
fenced yard. $750/month, 
$700/deposit. Call 
432-213-4647.

4200 PARKWAY 3 bedroom, 1  
bath, CH/A. $600. Month, 
$400. deposit. NO HUD, Smok-
ing or Pets. Call 
(432)270-3849.

602 1/2 GEORGE- Close to 
College. 1 Bedroom House. 
Carport, CH/A. $500.00 month 
plus deposit. No pets. No HUD. 
Call (432)267-2296.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
!!! $99 Move-In Special !!!
Large 1 Bdrm  $350 month 
Large 2  Bdrm $395 month

Security Patrol
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE 
****$99 SPECIAL****

2 Bedroom Top Floor Only
*with Application approval & 

$200 Deposit
Senior Citizen Discount & 

Housing Accepted
3304 W. Hwy. 80
Big Spring, TX
(432)714-4840

Real Estate for Sale
113 JONESBORO, 4 Bdrm, 2 
bath, 2 living area, sun room. 
2,400 sq. ft + 600 sq. ft upstairs 
storage. Detached 2 car ga-
rage, patio & pond. 2 Storage 
sheds- Shop all on 1-2/3 acres. 
$159,900.00. Call 
(432)267-2107.

1804 SETTLES- 2 Bdrm, 1 
bath, fenced backyard.  Needs 
a little TLC. $10,500.00. No 
Owner Financing. Call and ask 
for Elvis Payne (409)722-0096 
(409)553-1373, (409)553-0011.

2002 ALABAMA 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, 2 den, garage, fenced 
yard, sprinkler system. 
$59,500.00.  (432)267-9993.

Real Estate for Sale
4 BEDROOM 3 bath Foreclo-
sure Only $33,900! For Listings 
800-544-6258 x S382.

BY OWNER- Close to College, 
small 2 bdrm, 1 bath, lg. fncd. 
bkyd w/deck, garage. CH/A. 
Very Clean. Call 
(432)263-6887 or 213-8220.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bd, 2 bath! 
Only $13,987! Must see! For 
listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bedroom, 
Only $209/mo!  5% dn 20 yrs 
@ 8%. For listings 
800-544-6258 ext. S384.

FORSAN ISD- 815 Timothy 
Ln., 4.5 acres, 2 bdrm, 2 bath 
singlewide- Needs Extensive 
Repairs. $29,500.00.  Owner 
Finance. 10% Down, $257. 
monthly. Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

I BUY Houses. Paid Cash, 
Quick Close. Call 
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCED! Easy 
Terms, no closing costs! 1307 
Mt. Vernon & 1413 Sycamore. 
Call Lana at TruStar RE 
(432)264-8166.

LAND FOR Sale, 10 acres lo-
cated South of Big Spring in 
Tubbs Addition. Total fenced, 
pipe gate entrances. Interested 
parties call 432-466-1056.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

READY TO MOVE INTO!! 
1709 SETTLES Remodeled 3 
bedroom, 2 bath, garage. New 
carpet, tile, built in appliances. 
Call (325)207-3435 or 
(432)213-4152.

OWNER   FINANCE.  2 Bdrm,  
1 bath. Low monthly. Low 
down. 745 Cypress (Colorado 
City).  Call (325)277-4923.

REDUCED- 3547 Sq. Ft. Brick-  
4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 3 living 
rooms,  2 car garage, 1-1/2 
acres. 8403 Gail Hwy. Below 
appraisal $179,500.00. 
432-270-4646. 

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
AFFORDABLE YARD Work. 
Free Estimates. Call Dusty 
(432)213-2913.

Vehicles
1997 ACURA Integra! $700 
OBO! Runs! For listings 
800-544-1092 x N237.

1997 PONTIAC Grand AM, 2 
door, 4 cylinder, automatic. 
$3,600.00. Call (432)213-2454.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
1804 SETTLES, 2 Bdrm., 1 bath, fenced backyard. 

Needs a little TLC. $10,500.00. No Owner Financing. 
Call and ask for Elvis Payne

 (409) 722-0096
 (409) 553-1373 
(409) 553-0011 176781

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
113 JONESBORO, 4 Bdrm., 2 bath, 2 living area, 
sun room. 2,400 sq. ft. + 600 sq. ft. upstairs storage. 
Detached 2 car garage, patio & pond. 2 Storage sheds-
Shop all on 1-2/3 acres.

$159,900.00
Call (432) 267-2107 175581

ESTABLISHED LOCAL BUSINESS

FOR SALE:
Work weekends only and make 

30,000-40,000 per year.

Call 213-0529 175551

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. A friendly Classified Consultant

will help you create an ad that gets results!

We Can Save 
You Money By

Advertising Your
Business In Our

Professional 
Service Directory! 

Call 
263-7331

for more information.

RREENNTTEEDD
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Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

AC & HEATING

Crossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &

 Ice Machines
We service all makes

and models!
Cell: (432) 270-0501

24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C 27

04
0

CROSSROADS REF-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:08:18 PM

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

TACLB006982E

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

16693 johnson sheet metal REVISED 4-21-09.indd   1 4/20/09   4:46:13 PM

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

1
8

3
0

3

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

AC & HEATING

BTS
Heating And Air
Servicing All Brands

Licensed And Insured

432-213-3861
TACLB00027937E 16

91
7

"Our Low Overhead Saves You Money?

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Castle 
Construction

Construct, Remodel or Repair
Your Castle

Remodeling, room additions, 
ceramic tile, cabinets, wood decks, 

doors & windows, fencing and 
repairs.

Devon Butler
432-466-3531 17131

17131 castle construction.indd   1 3/25/09   8:47:31 AM

FARM & RANCH

Garrett Feed 
& Hay

#1 Alfalfa and #1 Coastal
FULL LINE OF FEED

17161

Call:
432-661-9109

or
432-213-5991

Great
Prices!

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

AUTO REPAIR

TRUCK KOOL &
HEAVY EQUIPMENT

(W) 432-264-0363

ANGEL LEVARIO                    405 UNION
Call 432-213-3713    BIG SPRING, TX 79720

17
35

01

Truck, Auto And Heavy Equipment
Air Conditioning Service

BRICK

17
30

1

Concrete & Masonry
• Brick Work • Sidewalks

•Driveways
• Block Fences • Stucco • Etc.

Call Rey For
Free Estimate

(432) 517-2093

COMPUTER

17
29

81

THE SPECIALIST
20 Years Experience

ALL your computer needs
Repair - Upgrade On Site

Matt Grayson
432-263-3885

DIRT WORK

17349

J & W DIRT WORK
432-213-5342

Experienced / References
Good Rates

Free Estimates!!!

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33

8

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Michael's
Home & Bus. Repair
Carpentry, Interior and Exterior 
Painting, Drywall, Appliances 
& Fixtures, Minor Plumbing

 & Electrical.  
20+ Yrs. Exp.

HOW MAY I BE OF SERVICE
432-213-2316 172101

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

CONSTRUCTION

MATT'S CONSTRUCTION
Fencing, 

Yard Work,
Decks, Painting
FREE ESTIMATES

432-268-3151 174601

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

PEST CONTROL

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Alleys • Tilling
Hauling • Tree Trimming

Cleanout Storage Buildings
Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service
816-6150 - Cell

267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES 16624

16624 danny scoggin-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:10:37 PM

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Lawn Service

Top Notch
Lawn Service
Lawns•Trees•Shrubs

Flower Beds•Sprinkler Repair 
Alleys Cleaned & Mowed

Pressure Washing
Commercial & Residential

Brad (432) 213-0031
Experienced - Quality Work

Satisfaction Guaranteed 16
82

6

16826-Top Notch Lawn.indd   1 3/13/09   9:21:57 AM

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED

16519 CYC LAWN.indd   1 2/13/09   8:53:37 AM

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
INSURED • BONDED

FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478
432-213-6943 174561

MOBILE CAR WASH

Wet-N-Go
Mobile Car 

Wash
"We Come To You"

17
09

2Contact # 432-978-5925
#432-816-1059

17092-car wash.indd   1 3/18/09   2:24:27 PM

LAWN SERVICE
David's Tree Service and 

Total Lawn Care
Great Quality Service

Low Competitive Price
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

is our #1 GOAL
Please Call For Estimate

432-264-9784
We will try and BEAT

anyones price.
17158

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Custom Wood Works
Handmade Cabinets,
Remodeling, Repairs, 
Painting And More.

Free Estimates
Call

(432) 213-5540
174541

HOME IMPROVEMENT
April Special all kinds of fence 
repairs, gate repairs, new gates, 

concrete work sidewalks, 
driveways, tile fences, vinyl 

fences, stucco work. 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Marquez Fence Co.
267-5714

Ask For Benny
"It's easier to do it right than to explain

why you did it wrong." 174591

POOLS

Call for all your
Pool Maintenance

and More!!

POOL DECKS
and PAINTING

PUMPS • FILTERS
LINERS

ABEL MORELION (432) 213-5521
213-0178 • 213-5383

1319 Tuscon Rd. • Big Spring, TX 79720 17
45

71

PAINTING

Tonn Painting
For A Brush Of Class
Residential & Commercial

25 Years Exp.
FREE ESTIMATES

Home 432-264-7222
Cell 832-488-5292 17449
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JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

REALTY ROOFING RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

Ventura-3-13-09.indd   1 3/13/09   9:16:29 AM

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211
Janet Higgins
432.213.5454

Pat Rutledge
432.270.7706

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

WELDING

Whiteley Bros. Construction

175531

Metal buildings
Welding
Demolition

Walter Whiteley
325-733-5820

Dakota Whiteley
432-599-0233

References Available

Boat docks
Oil field
Fencing

Office 325-644-1010

175531 whiteley bros-4-16 REVISED.indd   1 4/20/09   4:46:47 PM

                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

SAMANTHA CRITCHELL
AP Fashion Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Anastassia Khozissova 
doesn’t just walk in high 
heels. She glides. She 
looks graceful and sexy 
at the same time, not 
missing a beat, not tee-
tering even a little bit.

But she’s a model so 
let’s chalk that up to a 
lot of experience.

Me? I’m more of a 
stumbler in stilettos, a 
reluctant wearer of the 
most expensive shoes in 
my closet because I fear 
either I’ll fall or they’ll 
hurt.

Hopefully Khozissova 
can cure me of that.

In addition to being a 
professional catwalker 
for the likes of Ralph 
Lauren and Oscar de la 
Renta, the Russian-born 
Khozissova has been 
tapped by the Web site 
Modelinia to teach the 
art of wearing — and 
walking — in towering 
shoes to the masses in a 
series of free online vid-
eos.

It’s high-heel boot 
camp. She did a live ver-
sion for myself and a 
few colleagues on the 
roof of our Manhattan 
office building.

Within seconds of 
meeting Khozissova, I 
got my slim 4-inch heel 
caught in a crack in the 
pavement. I wasn’t look-
ing three steps ahead of 
me like I should, she 

notices. That gives you 
enough time to react to 
grout, grates and drains, 
all potential pitfalls for 
high heels.

Before we start, she 
gives us some other 
pointers:

• Every muscle should 
be working. Walking in 
heels is not for the slack-
er.

• Your body should be 
straight, one line from 
the top of the head 
through at least the 
hips. Shoulders down.

• Don’t bounce. Each 
step should be even in 
stride.

Before you think about 
moving in heels, there 
are stationary exercises 
to be done, Khozissova 
says.

Start with your shoul-
ders, rolling them for-
ward and back. It might 
seem counterintuitive 
to think about your 
upper body as you’re 
concentrating on walk-
ing, but, she explains, it 
makes you aware of pos-
ture and position.

The most common 
complaint she hears 
from other models is 
pain in their arches. 
Spending time on your 
tippy toes, like when 
you’re washing dishes 
or brushing teeth, 
should build up toler-
ance, and, she adds, it’s 
not a bad exercise for 
your rear.

Swing your arms, too, 

to get used to the motion 
you should be making 
as you walk.

OK, now we’re ready 
for baby steps.

Like a ballerina, 
women in heels should 
lead with their toe, not 
the heel, and the leg 
should be extended as 
you go forward. Body 
weight should sit on the 
balls of the feet.

Walking this way, 
exudes confidence, she 
promises.

She says she goes 
through the same 
motion even if she’s 
wearing flats. “Walking 
with your toe first is just 
prettier.”

This doesn’t seem 
quite natural  —  and 
it’s not, Khozissova 
acknowledges, but it 
will become second 
nature with practice.

“It’s not just your feet 
that will hurt, at first, 
it’s the whole body as 
you get used to the new 
way you have to move,” 
Khozissova says.

And remind me why 
we’re bothering with all 
this?

“You wear high heels 
for the same reason 
you’d buy a beautiful 
dress,” she says. “The 
payoff is when someone 
says, ‘You look stunning 
today.’”

On the Net: http://
www.modelinia.com/

    

 (AP Photo/Diane Bondareff)

Model Anastasia Khozisova, of Modelinia’s High Heel Boot Camp, teaches 
Associated Press staffers how to walk in their high heels.

High heel boot camp is a series of baby steps

Who has more power: the CEO of the company or the 
technical support worker? When the computers are 
working, it seems like the CEO has more power. But 
when the computers are down, the tech is a hero riding 
in on a white horse. Musings about power will continue 
to arise during the current stressed aspect between 
Mercury and Jupiter. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You take 
nothing and no one for granted. You don’t 
have to lose something in order to recog-
nize the value of it. You realize what you 
have and you do what it takes to keep it 
perfectly in tact. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You may 
feel privately sympathetic to someone’s 
plight, but try not to indulge this person 
in your pity. See the strength in this per-
son and help this person see the strength 
in himself.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). What you 
contribute to a relationship is significant. 
What do you get in return? Stand up for 
yourself. You are nobody’s indentured servant. Make a 
move to show that you know your own value.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). An agreement you made is 
turning into a much larger responsibility than you bar-
gained for. There are people around you who would be 
willing to help. As long as they get clear and detailed 
instructions, all goes well.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Timing is so crucial to attaining 
the love you need and want. Observe the particular 
schedule, rhythm and habits of your object of affection. 
Don’t act until you feel an undeniably opportune 
moment. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re in business to make 

money. Keep this fact fresh in your mind as a customer, 
client or boss will try to get a lot of your time and energy 
at an unfair monetary exchange rate. Stick to your 
price.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You appreciate your home 
after you’ve left it, your loved ones when they are off on 
their own adventures. The distance between you and the 
people you are fond of will intensify your feelings.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re in a plum position 
to succeed, but you still have to make a big push. As your 
sign-mate, the humorist Will Rogers once said, “Even if 
you’re on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just 
sit there.” 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Places carry the 
energy of all the emotions and vibrations of the events 
and beings that have been there. You’ll be sensitive to 
the feeling of places and should only stay where the 
atmosphere is welcoming. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your mental powers 
are keen. Stack the front part of your day with all of the 
tasks that require precision, focus and creative problem 
solving. You will be amazed at what you accomplish in 
just a few hours. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). A friend or family mem-
ber really needs you, though you wouldn’t know this 
unless you asked. Call to catch up and you’ll find out 
how you can be of tremendous help. When you give, your 
mood gets brighter.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Today features perplexing 
and random events. Go ahead and impose your own 
meaning on the situation. Your theory is as good as any-
one else’s. Your mind needs to make sense of this before 
you can move on.

ASTROLOGY 101: WHAT ARE GEMINI PEOPLE 
LIKE?: The first air sign of the zodiac is highly intellec-

tual, quick-witted and full of fantastic energy. Gemini is 
playful and mischievous, unbound to convention. 
There’s a delightful bit of whimsy that goes with this 
sign. They are apt to change mid-course, play devil’s 
advocate or endeavor any number of problem-solving 
techniques for the simple pleasure of the exercise. 
Gemini just loves to think, to bring new life to old ideas, 
to originate and to contribute to the body of human 
knowledge. But the thing Gemini is really proficient at 
is communication. This sign can relate to people of all 
walks of life and get their message across. They have an 
ease with conversation whether it’s small talk about the 
weather or high-minded intellectual debate. Gemini 
senses when others are not tracking with their line of 
reason and can change their conversation to subjects on 
which they can form a real connection. It’s not only 
humans that Gemini communicates with, either — the 
sign of the twins will often make a bond with animals, 
too. Their natural friendliness allows them to relate in a 
variety of “languages” in order to understand another 
being’s world and to also be understood. 

CELEBRITY PROFILES: “Slumdog Millionaire” star 
Dev Patel is a martial artist with a black belt in tae kwon 
do. He’ll be using these skills in the upcoming M. Night 
Shyamalan film, “Avatar: The Last Airbender.” This 
down-to-earth young Taurus has what it takes to remain 
grounded. His fiery Aries moon indicates an intense 
energy level. Venus and Mars in soulful Pisces are excel-
lent placements for an actor. 

If you would like to write to Holiday Mathis, please go to www.
creators.com and click on “Write the Author” on the Holiday 
Mathis page, or you may send her a postcard in the mail. To find 
out more about Holiday Mathis and read her past columns, visit 
the Creators Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.

Holiday

MatHis



Today is Thursday, April 23, 
the 113th day of 2009. There are 
252 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

April 23, 1564, is believed to 
be the birthday of English poet 
and dramatist William 
Shakespeare; he died 52 years 
later, also on April 23.

On this date:
In 1789, President-elect 

George Washington moved into 
the first executive mansion, 
the Franklin House, in New 
York.

In 1791, the 15th president of 
the United States, James 
Buchanan, was born in 
Franklin County, Pa.

In 1896, the Vitascope system 
for projecting movies onto a 
screen was publicly demon-
strated in New York City.

In 1940, about 200 people died 
in the Rhythm Night Club Fire 
in Natchez, Miss.

In 1954, Hank Aaron of the 
Milwaukee Braves hit the first 
of his then-record 755 home 

runs, in a game against the St. 
Louis Cardinals. (The Braves 
won, 7-5.)

In 1968, student protesters 
began occupying buildings on 
the campus of Columbia 
University in New York; police 
put down the protests a week 
later.

In 1969, Sirhan Sirhan was 
sentenced to death for assassi-
nating New York Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy. (The sen-
tence was later reduced to life 
in prison.)

In 1985, the Coca-Cola Co. 
announced it was changing the 
secret flavor formula for Coke. 
(Negative public reaction 
forced the company to resume 
selling the original version).

In 1988, a federal ban on 
smoking during domestic air-
line flights of two hours or less 
went into effect.

In 1998, James Earl Ray, 
who’d confessed to assassinat-
ing the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and then insisted he’d 
been framed, died at a 
Nashville, Tenn., hospital at 
age 70.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress-
turned-diplomat Shirley 
Temple Black is 81. Actor Alan 
Oppenheimer is 79. Actor David 
Birney is 70. Actor Lee Majors 

is 70. Irish nationalist 
Bernadette Devlin McAliskey 
is 62. Actress Blair Brown is 61. 
Writer-director Paul Brickman 
is 60. Actress Joyce DeWitt is 
60. Actor James Russo is 56. 
Filmmaker-author Michael 
Moore is 55. Actress Judy Davis 
is 54. Actress Jan Hooks is 52. 
Actress Valerie Bertinelli is 49. 
Actor Craig Sheffer is 49. Actor 
George Lopez is 48. Rock musi-
cian Gen is 45. U.S. Olympic 
gold medal skier Donna 
Weinbrecht is 44. Actress 
Melina Kanakaredes is 42. Rock 
musician Stan Frazier (Sugar 
Ray) is 41. Country musician 
Tim Womack (Sons of the 
Desert) is 41. Actor Scott 
Bairstow is 39. 

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... Cortes (Off Air) Paid (2:45) 
Movie: The 
Bible 

Paid Angel BET Morning 
Inspiration

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Ministerio-
Vida

Paid Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Arthur Paid Paid Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Martha Robison Movie: 

Alexander, 
Val Kilmer 

Ab Se Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Paid Paid Charmed Agent SportsCenter 
Consumer SavedBell Sid Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Made Married... Charmed One Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Made Married... One Movers

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Viuda de 
Blanco

Movie: Out 
of Time, Sa-
naa Lathan 

Swallow Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab Married... ER Hatchett Tigger ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Scott Cash Cab Married... Hatchett Einsteins

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Dragon Overhaulin’ Movie: Drac-
ula, Donald 
Pleasence 

Unsolved 
Mysteries

Las Vegas Hatchett Charlie SportsCenter 
Anita Faye H. Word Hatchett Wiggles

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Media Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im Otterness Super Wrecks to 
Riches

Unsolved 
Mysteries

Las Vegas Game Movie: 
Minutemen 

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
MerMedia Home Im Uri Harel Sid Game

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Mariana de 
la Noche

Judge A. News La Tormenta Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World Deadliest 
Catch 

Unsolved 
Mysteries

Without a 
Trace

Movie: 
King’s Ran-
som, Kellita 
Smith 

SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold Home Im Israel Garden Movie: 

Highlander, 
Roxanne 
Hart

Phineas

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Valeria Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Nuevo Rico Rachael Ray Just Scrivner ForkRoad The FBI Files Unsolved 
Mysteries

Law & Order Phineas Best of Lines
Consumer Just Swann Hubert Phineas 1st and SportsCenter 

Special  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Juro Que Te 
Amo

Judge Guiding Light Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Fine Art A Haunting CSI: NY Law & Order One Phineas College 
Gymnastics: 
Champ.

Judge Yes, Dear Martha One Phineas

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Maya Deadliest 
Catch

Movie: Reign 
of Fire 

CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Phineas NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl SmartGuy Phineas Lines Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Israel Fetch Cash Cab CSI: NY Charmed Game Suite Life NASCAR Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Acquire Cyber Cash Cab Game Suite Life Burning Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond Granger BBC Cash Cab Movie: Com-
mando, Dan 
Hedaya 

CSI: NY Bones 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Suite Life Horn SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Brad Business Cash Cab Suite Life Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News Alfombra News Seinfeld Sanchez News-Lehrer Made CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Suite Life Madden Homecoming
Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Suite Life Football

  :PM
 7 :30

Mother Mother Cuidado-
Ángel

Bones Survivor: 
Tocantins

Los Premios 
Billboard: La 
Alfombra

Name Friends Israel Old House 
Hr.

Destroyed Movie: 
Passenger 
57, Tom 
Sizemore

UFC Un-
leashed

NBA 
Basketball: 
First Round 
-- Teams 
TBA. 

Movie: Get-
ting Played, 
Vivica A. Fox 

Movie: 
Dadnapped

MLS Soccer: 
Red Bull at 
Wizards

NFL Live
Samantha Samantha Parks Friends Sprna Destroyed SportsCenter

  :PM
 8 :30

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Mañana es Hell’s 
Kitchen 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Offi ce Friends Light of the 
Southwest

Antiques 
Roadshow

Dirty Jobs TNA Wres-
tling 30 Rock Friends Wizards Baseball 

Tonight   :PM
 9 :30

(:02) Private 
Practice

(:02) Private 
Practice

Rosa TMZ (:01) 
Harper’s 

Southland Movie: 
Enough, 
Juliette Lewis 

Appalachia: 
History

Deadliest 
Catch

Movie: 
Starsky & 
Hutch 

College Wizards College Foot-
ball All-Star 
Challenge 

Raymond NBA 
Basketball: 
First Round 
-- Teams 
TBA. 

Movie: Get-
ting Played, 
Vivica A. Fox 

Montana

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Israel Charlie Rose Destroyed MAN Suite Life SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Titulares Tonight Show Van Impe Destroyed MAN So Raven

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Nuestra 
Belleza

Law Order: 
CI

Decisiones 
de Famosos

Sex & Dr. Smiley Dirty Jobs Movie: 
Highlander, 
Roxanne 
Hart

Mocap Life De NASCAR Baseball 
TonightJimmy Kim-

mel Live
Late Late 
Show

Late Night-
Jim

Sex & Swallow Smiley Game Harlem Cory SportsCenter

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Contra 
Viento

RENO 911 (12:10) Mov-
ie: Enough, 
Juliette Lewis 

Israel (Off Air) Deadliest 
Catch

MAN Inside the 
NBA 

College Replace SportsCenter 
News Weekend Consumer Insider Pagado News LightWrld MAN College Kim Fastbreak

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Paid Mujer... Friends Entertain Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Light of the 
Southwest

Into the 
Unknown

MXC Law & Order The Deal Emperor Football SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Güereja Consumer Detox Pelicula: 

Crónica de 
un Amor

Movie: In-
vaders From 
Mars

MXC Dragon Series of 
Poker  :AM

 2 :30
Paid (:06) ABC 

World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

RENO 911 (:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young (:10) Movie: 
The Hand 
That Rocks 
the Cradle 

Paid The Shield Law & Order Played Proud Football
Paid Consumer Young Paid Hell Date Whiskers Series of 

Poker
NFL Live

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: 
Annapolis, 
Jordana 
Brewster

Last Call How Can Paid (:15) Movie: 
The Guns of 
Navarone 

Paid Without a 
Trace

BET Inspira-
tion

Recess SportsCenter
Anita Early Tdy Sanchez Paid Paid Mermaid Poker

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Swallow Paid Paid Without a 
Trace

Lilo Stitch Baseball 
Tonight

SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Dr. Popoff Paid Lilo Stitch
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SMITH
Continued from Page 7

New York include a 
high school coach and 
three coaches from 

Baylor: the head coach, 
offensive line coach and 
his strength coach.

“You don’t need 100 
people to get one job 
done,” Smith said.

Smith grew up in 
Dallas and knew the 

long odds of making it 
to the NFL. Heck, he 
was only ranked as the 
95th best player coming 
out of the area in 2004.

He made his presence 
felt on Baylor’s scout 
team, earning top offen-
sive honors that fall. As 
a redshirt freshman, he 
caught six passes for 70 
yards and a touchdown, 
which came in a double-
overtime loss at 
Oklahoma.

“Y 22 Spartan,” he 
said. “I ran a corner 
route.”

Guy Morriss, a former 
NFL offensive lineman, 
was Baylor’s coach at 
the time, and in the 
spring of 2006 he sug-
gested that Smith 
change positions.

“It’s what my team 
needed,” Smith said. “I 
never thought twice 
about it.”

DAMP
Continued from Page 7

physical. They have a 
lot of character in that 
team, and just like we 
reacted in Game 2, 
they’re going to react as 
well. ... I’ll be ready.”

Parker scored 24 points 
in the opener, but made 
only two field goals in 
the second half. He 
scored as many points 
in the first quarter of 
Game 2 as the Mavericks 
did, then in the second 
quarter absorbed a fla-
grant foul from Jason 
Terry. The league said 
Terry would not be 
penalized any further.

“For me, the main 
thing is to make sure 
that we do stuff that 
made us win Game 2,” 
Parker said. “That’s my 
main focus, for me to be 
aggressive and make 
sure I help my team 
win.”

Spurs coach Gregg 
Popovich dismissed the 
whole Dampier-Parker 
drama.

“I don’t pay attention, 
honestly, to anybody’s 
comments. Not even my 
family’s comments.”

SportS12 Big Spring Herald
Thursday, April 23, 2009

$23,950

"2 TO CHOOSE FROM"

$9,950

$19,950

$12,950

$14,950

$6,950

$11,950

203 Gregg • 714-4787

 87 Auto Sales

111 Gregg • 267-8787 210 Gregg • 263-2382

SPRING SAVINGS SINCE 1972

2000 Chevrolet Z71

1996 F350 Conversion
 7.3 Powerstroke Diesel

2005 F150 XLT Supercrew
61K.

2004 Camry SE Sedan

2002 Duramax 2500 HD 2WD2004 Toyota Sequoia SR5

2006 Dodge Megacab 4X4
Diesel

2005 Excursion Limited 4X4
DieselExtra Clean.

New Car Trade.

"Very Nice."

(Hard To Find)

17
54

31

BOX FRONT BONANZA
$300
$500

and full color
box fronts on all

newspaper boxes
in circulation

area for one week.

*1/4 page(s) ad(s) must run during 
week of box fronts

First come first serve!

710 Scurry
432-263-7331

advertising@bigspringherald.com
175791

Get 1
Full Process Qtr. Page.

Get 2
Full Process Qtr. Pages.

OR

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

888-774-5720 • Beau S. King
beausking@aol.com

Stockdale
Unrestricted 10 ac., 

oaks, wide CR 
frontage, water
$3,990 down
$251 month

$39,900 Total

Lake Calaveras area
— 12 mi. to downtown San 

Antonio, 5 ac., water, septic
$7490 down
$473 month

$74,900
— 10.41 ac., $12,900 down 

$817 month

Floresville/Pleasanton 
area, 5 ac., water, 

pond, fenced, wide 
SH97 frontage
$3890 down
$244 month

$38,900

SUNBELT LANDS

NEED MONEY
Get A Quick, Easy & Confidential

PAYDAY LOAN
Quick Cash

$ $
432-263-4400      OPEN SATURDAYS       612 S. Gregg

16266

16266-QUICK CASH-2-3-09.indd   1 2/3/09   9:10:57 AM

RODEO
Continued from Page 7

Kyle Andrews rounded out the HC 
field with a 73-point first-go effort.

Adam Sawyer was the only Hawk to 
compete in more than one event on 
the final night of action. Sawyer 
placed third in the first round of the 

steer wrestling and sixth in the first 
round of the team roping, but was 
unable to capitalize on the chance 
and bring home a place in short-
round action.

Jana Jasper was the only lady HC 
Hawk representative to make the 
short round of competition. Jasper 
finished ninth in the first round of 
the goat tying and finished the week-
end in eighth place.

Wacey Cody made the short go of 
the bareback riding with a first score 
of 66 and was able to duplicate that 
effort in the short round bringing in a 
seventh-place finish.

The Howard College Hawk Rodeo 
was once again a huge success, thanks 
in great part to the tremendous 
amount of support and efforts pro-
vided by the volunteers, sponsors and 
HC administration.  

“It takes a lot of effort to produce an 
event such as this”, said Howard 
Rodeo Coach Greg Kernick.  “I really 
appreciate everyone’s involvement 
in making this year’s rodeo one of the 
best ever.”  

At this point, both Samora and HC 
steer wrestler Ryan Viva have their 
ticket punched to advance to the 
College National Finals Rodeo to be 
held in Casper, Wyom., June 14 – 20.  

SEEDING
Continued from Page 7

Forsan takes on Miles at 5 p.m. 
Friday in Snyder with the winner 
then facing Ira at 7:30 p.m. If the Buffs 
win both games, then they’ll be dis-
trict champs. 

Coahoma shared the District 7-2A 
crown with Wall after the Lady Hawks 
handed the Bulldogettes just their 
second district loss in program histo-
ry, 1-0, Monday.

The two will face off for the top seed 
in 7-2A at 8 p.m. Friday in Midland. 

How important are the seeding 

games? According to Big Spring Head 
Coach John Sparks, getting the third 
seed could be vital for the Lady Steers 
chances of advancing further in the 
postseason.

Getting the No. 3 ranking would pit 
the Lady Steers against Canyon High 
School in the first round. Coming out 
in fourth, puts them against District 
3-4A champion Canyon Randall. 

“I think we’d be better off playing 
Canyon than Randall. It’s a better 
matchup for us,” said Sparks. “We’d 
be a lot better with the third seed. I 
still think any team coming out of 
that district is very beatable, though, 
and I like our chances against either 
squad. I’d just rather be taking on 
Canyon rather than Randall.”

Pride is also involved in the seeding 
games. In Forsan’s case, the Buffs 
split their series with Ira and Miles 
this season, but feel like they 
should’ve beaten them each time.

“We are looking at this tournament 
as a way to determine the best team 
in the district, even though it was 
officially a three-way tie,” said Forsan 
Head Coach Jason Phillips. “We feel 
this tournament will show that. We 
are approaching this series as a play-
off series. We want to use it to build 
momentum for the playoffs.”

There is a drawback for Forsan in 
winning the top seed, though. The 
Buffs will be faced with a long layoff 
between games with the victory. They 
wouldn’t play again until May 14 at 
the earliest. 

Last season, the Buffs won the dis-
trict outright and faced a similar 
break before their first playoff game. 
As a result, the Buffs were upset in 
the area round by O’Donnell – a team 
they had no-hit earlier in the year.

“The No. 1 see obviously has some 
drawbacks because there is such a 
long layoff,” admitted Phillips. 
“However, we can use the layoff to get 
some of our guys healthy. Another 
positive from the seeding tournament 
is we get a couple more games against 
playoff caliber opponents. We will try 
to pick up a couple more warm-up 
games as well.”

The Buffs already played one warm-
up Tuesday, falling to Lockney, 7-3. 
Lockney is ranked eighth in the Texas 
High School Baseball Coaches 
Association poll. Forsan led the game 
3-1 after three innings before Lockney 
rallied for the win.

For Coahoma, the seeding matchup 
sets the table for another game in 
what has turned out to be a high com-
petitive series of games with Wall.

In their first year as district oppo-
nents, the Lady Hawks and 
Bulldogettes split their regular sea-
son games with each team winning 
1-0 at home. Both games have turned 
out to be pitchers’ duels between 
Coahoma’s Heather Newton and 
Wall’s Shannon Carrico.

In the first game April 3, Newton 
no-hit the Lady Eagles for the 1-0 vic-
tory. However, Carrico got the better 
of Newton in Game 2, allowing just 
one hit in 11 innings of work. 

Newton only gave up four as the two 
pitchers combined for 30 strikeouts 
in the game. However, Wall caught 
up to her enough in the bottom of the 
11th and pushed a run across with 
two outs in the frame. 

The emergence of a new rival could 
be seen as the biggest motivating fac-
tor for the Bulldogettes in the seeding 
game.

“Nothing that happens Friday night 
will change the fact both Wall and 
Coahoma are district champions. 
This is simply a seeding game. We 
want the No. 1 seed and apparently 
they do as well,” said Bulldogettes 
Head Coach Tracy Tadlock. “I think 
the road to the regional finals is a bit 
tougher for the No. 2 seed, but I would 
not say it is easy by any stretch for 
the No. 1 seed. 

“Sure, there is a pride factor, but 
that is for every game,” Tadlock con-
tinued. “I think of it as more of a chal-
lenge. They’re a good ball club and 
one of the best in the region. They are 
challenging our dominance of this 
region. We will never back down 
from a challenge.”

Contact Sports Editor Jonathan Hull 
by calling 263-7331, ext. 237, or e-mail 
him at sports@bigspringherald.com.


