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by LYNDEL mOODY
Features Writer

A 14-year-old Boy Scout is re-
questing much-needed help from 
the community with a project to 
restore a fading Big Spring land-
mark.

For more than 20 years, the mu-
ral, located on the side of the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Com-
merce building, has greeted area 
visitors traveling on Highway 87. 

Created by the late local artist Coy 
McCain, the artwork represents a 
snapshot of the early history of the 
area, depicting the native Ameri-
can Indians who roamed this area 
to the Spanish Conquistadors and 

earlier pioneers. Un-
fortunately, time and 
weather have ravaged 
the once-prominent fea-
ture.

Brady Weber of Scout 
Troop 7 hopes to restore 
the mural to its original 
radiance. He is heading 

a project to refurbish 
and repaint the fading painting 
as part of his Eagle Scout require-
ments.  

“I’m not a good artist,” Brady ad-
mits. “I’m actually not planning to 
paint but supervise it. It’s a big sec-
tion of the wall to paint.” 

Financing for the project is pro-
vided by the Big Spring Economic 

Development Corporation, which 
has offices in the Chamber build-
ing. The board agreed to fund the 
project after Weber approached it 
last summer with the idea.

“The mural was painted in 1988 
by Coy McCain,” said Terry Weg-
man, executive director of the 
BSEDC. “The wall was starting to 
deteriorate, the painting is faded, 
and it either needed to be replaced 
or renewed.”

“Brady came along and ap-
proached us about doing it as a 
project and asked if we would sup-
port him from a monetary stand-
point as far as materials,” Weg-

See mURAL, Page 3

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

The staff and residents at 
the Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez 
Texas State Veterans Home 
have had one thing on their 
minds for the past few weeks: 
Eggs.

And while the occasional 
scrambled or sunny-side va-

riety may have 
found its way onto 
the menu at the 
facility, it’s the 
Easter icon that 
has kept the men 
and women at the 
home busy stuff-
ing treats into the 
small, plastic eggs 

in preparation for the sixth 
annual Community Easter 
Egg Hunt.

“The residents have been 
putting candy in the eggs 
pretty much every day for the 
past two weeks,” said Sandy 
Martinez, activities direc-
tor for the state home. “They 
have really invested a lot of 

time in preparing for the Eas-
ter egg hunt.”

Martinez said her original 
goal for the hunt — which is 
set for Friday at 2 p.m. on the 
Veterans Home’s grounds — 
was 35,000 Easter eggs, but 
thanks to some unexpect-

See EGGS, Page 3

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Preliminary autopsy re-
sults support the theory that 
a March 29 shooting claiming 
the life of a 15-year-old Martin 
County boy was an accident, 
according to law enforcement 
officials handling the case.

According to Martin County 

Sheriff John Woodward, a fi-
nal ruling in the case has not 
yet been made, but informa-
tion provided by the prelimi-
nary autopsy report supports 
the initial theory the shooting 
was an accident.

“The preliminary results 
are in, and they are consistent 
with an accidental shooting,” 

said Woodward. “However, 
the case is still open, although 
it is not being actively inves-
tigated. We want to wait un-
til we have the final autopsy, 
including toxicology reports, 
before we close this case.”

According to Woodward, he 
and other law enforcement of-
ficials responded to the home 

during the afternoon hours of 
March 29.

“Upon arrival we found two 
juvenile subjects,” said Wood-
ward. “One was a 15-year-old 
white male who was deceased. 
The second was a 13-year-
old juvenile who was related 

See SHOOTING, Page 3

Restoring a local landmark
Boy Scout seeking volunteers with artistic skills

Weber

Veterans plan eggstraspecial event

Preliminary autopsy: Shooting accidental

Martinez
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Local boy Scout brady Weber hopes to restore the nural at Third and Gregg on the west side of the big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce building.

BSISD 
hires 
asst. 
chief
by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Big Spring Independent School District 
trustees filled out their administrative 
team, naming Danny Ferrell as the 
district’s new assistant superintendent 
during a workshop Monday evening.

Ferrell comes to BSISD from White Deer, 
where he was superintendent of schools 
for the past nine years.

He assumes his duties July 1, the same 
day Steven Saldivar officially becomes 
superintendent. Saldivar has held the 
assistant superintendent post for about a 
year.

Ferrell has family connections to Big 
Spring — his mother and two sisters live 
here — and he attended local schools in 
the 1970s while his father was stationed at 
Webb Air Force Base.

That connection to Big Spring, combined 
with Ferrell’s past administrative 
experience, were major factors in the 
school board’s decision.

“One of the things that impressed us 
the most ... is that he’s been a principal 
and a superintendent and has a lot of 
administrative experience in a school 
district,” said Irene Galan, BSISD school

See FERRELL, Page 3

Ferrell has ties 
to Big Spring
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TODAY
• VFW Post 2013 meets at 7 p.m. in the VFW Hall, 

500 Driver Road.
• Gospel Singing in the Kentwood Activity 

Center at 7 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
• The Howard County Sheriff’s Posse meets 

at 7 p.m. at the Sheriff’s Posse building on the 
Andrews Highway. For more information, call 
Bert Sheppard at 263-4483 or Rose Armstead at 
263-2769.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 
p.m. at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. 

to 11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth 
St., provided by InHome Care.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard College Cactus Room.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the 
Big Spring Country Club.

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. 
in the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 
• Friends of the Library meets at noon in the 

Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.
• Big Spring Main Street meets at noon in the 

Railroad Museum located at Second and Main 
streets.

• League of United Latin American Citizens 
LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. The public 
is invited.  

• American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at 
3203 W. Highway 80.

• The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 
606 E. Third St. The public is invited to these 
meetings. For more information contact Lola 
Lamb at 263-3340.

• Neighbors and Newcomers Club meets. New 
members are welcome. Call 263-2005 for more 
information.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 
267-7281.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada 
Restaurant.

 
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com
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Santos Garza
Santos Garza, 81, of Big Spring 

died Friday, April 3, 2009, at Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center. Graveside 
services were held at 2 p.m. Monday at 
Mt. Olive Memorial Park with the Rev. 
Reynaldo Bennett, pastor of Lighthouse 
Restoration Center, officiating.

He was born Feb. 6, 1928, in 
Raymondville to Gabriela and Cresencio 

Garza. He worked at Coop Gin in Brownfield. He 
lived in Brownfield for 35 years, having lived in 
Big Spring for the past three months, and he was a 
Catholic.

He is survived by three sons, Daniel Garza and 
wife Maria, Santos Garza Jr. and wife Mary Lou, 
all of Big Spring, and David Garza and wife Gracie 
of Bastrop; three daughters, Connie Garza of Round 
Rock, April Barber and husband Albert of Bastrop, 
and Mary Garza of Houston; one brother, Juan 
Garza of Big Spring; 20 grandchildren; and 29 great 
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Pauline 
Garza in 2000; four brothers; and one sister.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.
com

Lilla M. Drewery
Lilla M. Drewery, 95, of Big Spring died 

Sunday, April 5, 2009, in a local nursing 
home. Graveside funeral services will be 
held at 2 p.m. Wednesday, April 8, 2009, 
at the Peace Chapel at Trinity Memorial 
Park with the Rev. Jim Binnix, pastor of 
Midway Baptist Church, officiating.

She was born Jan. 11, 1914, in Cisco and 
married the Rev. Virgil Drewery July 5, 

1929, in Loraine. He preceded her in death  Aug. 13, 
1976.

Lilla was a pastor’s wife, serving in the Texas and 
New Mexico area. She was a member of Midway 
Baptist Church.

Survivors include one son, Dale Drewery of Tyler; 
six daughters and four sons-in-law, Audine and 
John Harris of Aubrey, Dot and Loy Ditto of Big 
Spring, Nadelle and Lomer Williams of Anniston, 
Ala., Darlene and George Bennett of Scottsburg, 
Ind., Shirlene Gunter of Farmington, N.M. and 
Glynn Drewery of Coahoma; 17 grandchildren; 
and numerous great grandchildren and great great 
grandchildren.  

She was also preceded in death by two sons, 
Kinard Drewery and Wayne Drewery; and two 
grandchildren.   

The family suggests memorials to Midway Baptist 
Church, 6200 S. Service Rd, Big Spring 79720, or to a 
favorite charity.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Mike Willis
Mike Willis, 45, of Big Spring died 

Monday, April 6, 2009, at his residence. 
Funeral services will be held at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 8, 2009, at the Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel with 
the Rev. Walter McCall, chaplain with 
Compass Hospice, officiating. Interment 
will follow at Trinity Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends from 6 
p.m. until 8 p.m. Tuesday at the funeral home.

He was born May 10, 1963, in Lubbock and married 
Gayla Paige. Mike had worked at Fluid Transport in 
Snyder for eight years. He was a member of Midway 
Baptist Church.

Survivors include his wife, Gayla Willis of Big 
Spring; one son, Chance Willis of Lubbock; three 
daughters, Keeli Willis, Dakota Willis and Kamie 
Willis, all of Lubbock; his parents, George and Jerry 
Willis of Petersburg; one sister and brother-in-law, 
Debbie and Bill Morris of Glen Rose; one brother, 
Steve Willis of Albuquerque, N.M.; many nieces 
and nephews and a host of friends.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, 
Mr. and Mrs. L.K. Gregory and Hib Willis. 

The family suggests memorials be made to the 
donor’s favorite charity.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

To
subscribe,
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• HARVEY JAMES PELLAND, 74, of 1900 
Morrison, was arrested Monday on a charge of fail-
ure to register as a sex offender.

• SHAWN BLYTHE, 35, of New Mexico, was 
arrested Monday on four warrants.

• ROBERT SANCHEZ, 44, of 423 Westover Rd., 
was arrested Tuesday on a charge of public intoxi-
cation.

• THEFT was reported:
in the 400 block of Birdwell Lane.
in the 1700 block of FM 700.
• TERRORISTIC THREAT was reported in the 

2500 block of Gunter.
• FORGERY was reported in the 2500 block of 

Carleton.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 400 

block of Fourth Street.
• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported n the 

1200 block of Ridgeroad.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 45 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• MARIO BENAVIDEZ LEAL, 42, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a charge of burglary of a 
building.

• JESUS RAMIREZ, 51, was arrested Monday by 
the HCSO on a charge of possession of a controlled 
substance.

• PRINCE CORPEL VANDERBILT, 22, was arrest-
ed Monday by the HCSO on a charge of possession 
of marijuana – two ounces or less.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of S. 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 1000 
block of N.W. Seventh Street. One person was 
transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of 
Johnson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3700 block of 
Hamilton. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2200 block of 
Morrison. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of 
E. Third Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of Sunset 
Blvd. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of 
Spivey. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of 
Oriole. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of 
Tucson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported near the intersection 
of Fourth Street and Gregg. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of 
E. Highway 350. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• GRASS FIRE was reported in the area of N.W. 
Second Street and Channing.

• GRASS FIRE was reported in the 1400 block of 
Lancaster.

• AUTOMOBILE FIRE was reported in the area of 
18th Street and Gregg.

• The Fraternal Order of Eagles No. 3188 American 
Legion Post 506 will be sponsoring a fund-raiser 
for Lee Karwedsky, a young boy with Muscular 
Dystrophy who is confined to a wheelchair, in 
hopes of raising enough money to purchase a hand-
icap-accessible van. Homemade chopped barbecue 
sandwich plates, complete with trimmings, will be 
available Saturday, April 18, for $7 per plate from 11 
a.m. until 6 p.m. at 703 W. Third St. For more infor-
mation, contact Vonda Wrye at 816-1261.

• The Big Spring High School Class of 1989 is a 
20-year reunion in September. Contact Christy 
Alexander Brown at (972) 567-8037.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 9-12-34-35. Bonus Ball: 
13.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 
1. Prize: $425,000

Winning ticket purchased in: Houston.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 32-3-25-24-8.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 6-9-5-1. Sum 
It Up: 21.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 0-4-8. Sum It 
Up: 12.



SHOOTING
Continued from Page 1

to the victim. The 13-year-old suffered no injuries, 
and no charges have been filed against him at this 
time. The weapon involved was a small-caliber 
rifle.”

Woodward declined to release the name of the de-
ceased boy, citing the victim’s age.

“Because the boy is a juvenile, and at the request 
of the family, we’re not releasing that information 
at this time,” said Woodward. “Once the autopsy 
is completed and the case is closed, we’ll consider 

whether or not to disclose that information.
“We just want to make sure we cover all of our 

bases before we declare this an accidental shoot-
ing. We’ve notified Victim Services, Child Protec-
tive Services and all of the other appropriate agen-
cies, but there have been no red flags raised during 
the course of our investigation. As it stands right 
now, it appears to be an accidental shooting.”

Contact Staff Writer Thomas Jenkins at 263-7331 
ext. 232 or by e-mail at citydesk@bigspringherald.
com
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EGGS
Continued from Page 1

ed help, they have already 
eclipsed that goal.

“When we were starting out, my 
goal was to be able to hide 35,000 
eggs for the children to find,” said 
Martinez. “However, thanks to a 
lot of help from the community, 
we already have approximately 
50,000 eggs to hide. I think it’s re-
ally going to be something special 
for all of the children involved.”

A great deal of the unexpected 
assistance came from Washing-
ton and Marcy schools, accord-
ing to Martinez, as the children, 
teachers and parents have all 
pitched in to make the holiday 
extra special.

“Marcy Elementary challenged 
the kids to collect the plastic 
Easter eggs, while Washington 

gathered candy,” said Martinez. 
“The classes from both schools 
that gathered the most will re-
ceive parties. The Marcy kids 
will receive a pizza party, while 
the Washington class that wins 
out will win a banana split party. 
Both schools have been a tremen-
dous help this year.”

And while there will be thou-
sands of plastic eggs containing 
candy and other items hidden 
throughout the facility’s south 
lawns, Martinez there will also 
be some eggs made from a less-
than-traditional material ready 
for the children to find.

“Paul Able, who is one of our 
residents, spends a great deal of 
time working with wood,” said 
Martinez. “He’s crafted several 
wooden eggs that will be hidden 
among the others, and each of 
these will have a number corre-
sponding to a prize for the chil-
dren.”

Martinez said the fun is expect-
ed to start at 2 p.m., and will fea-
ture three separate hunts for chil-
dren ages three years or young-
er, four years to seven years and 
eight years to 12 years.

“It’s basically the same age 
groups that we used during last 
year’s hunt,” said Martinez. “We 
had some unexpected cold weath-
er during last year’s hunt, but 
we still managed to draw quite a 
group of children and their par-
ents. If the weather cooperates 
with us this year, I expect we’ll 
have even more. We’re really 
looking forward to it.”

A pair of inflatable rides have 
been added to this year’s event, 
said Martinez, and will include 
things like face painting and oth-
er children’s activities.

For more information on the 
Community Easter Egg Hunt, 
contact the Veterans Home at 
268-8387.

MURAL
Continued from Page 1

man continued. “We’ve cleaned the 
walls and done the masonry repairs 
that needed to be done. The wall is 

pretty much ready to paint. We are 
trying to garner some community 
support. Try to get some folks to try 
and help him.”

With some artistic guidance from 
Lane Bond, a member of the Big 
Spring Art Association, Weber has 

the wall ready for painting, but he 
still lacks one vital component to his 
project, volunteers with trained artis-
tic skills to help restore the mural.

“I don’t think they should donate 
anything,” he said. “I really need vol-
unteers to paint. We’re going to work 

on Saturdays beginning at 8 o’clock 
in the morning until 3:30 in the af-
ternoon. I think it might take two or 
three Saturdays at the least.”

For more information, contact We-
ber at bradyeagleproject@yahoo.com 
or (432) 466-0551.

FERRELL
Continued from Page 1

board president. “We think he’ll fit in 
well here, especially with him know-
ing the demographics of Big Spring.”

White Deer, a school district with 
about 400 students located northeast of 
Amarillo, did well in Texas Education 

Agency accountability rankings the 
past few years. The district received a 
“recognized” designation (the second-
highest possible) from TEA two of the 
past three years.

After graduating from high school 
in 1975, Ferrell received his bachelor’s 
degree from the University of New 
Mexico in 1980. He did post-graduate 
work at Howard Payne University 
and Angelo State University before 

receiving his superintendent’s 
certification from West Texas A&M 
in 1994.

He began his education career in 
San Angelo as a physical education 
teacher and coach before moving to 
Paint Rock ISD in 1986 as principal of 
the K-12 campus.

Ferrell then moved to White Deer 
in 1992, starting as principal of 
the elementary/junior high before 

assuming the same post at the 
high school in 1995. He has been 
superintendent of the district since 
2000.

Attempts to contact Ferrell this 
morning were unsuccessful.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan 
at 263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringherald.com

Obama ends Turkish visit 
in talk with students

ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) — In a humble finish to 
his first foreign trip, President Barack Obama said 
Tuesday that despite its flaws and imperfections 
the United States is poised for a “new chapter in 
American engagement” with Muslims and the rest 
of the world.

Addressing college students in Turkey’s largest 
city, Obama rejected the stereotype that American 
is selfish and crass. “I’m here to tell you that’s not 
the country I know and not the country I love,” the 
president said. “America, like every other nation, 
has made mistakes and has its flaws, but for more 
than two centuries it has strived” to seek a more 
perfect union.

Obama made those opening remarks before tak-
ing questions, telling students he’d keep the session 
short because of the Muslim call to prayer. Obama 
repeated his pledge to rebuild relations between 
the United States and the Muslim world.

“I am personally committed to a new chapter in 
American engagement,” he said. “We can’t afford 
to talk past one another and focus only on our dif-
ferences, or to let the walls of mistrust go up around 
us.”

The Turkish stop capped an eight-day European 
trip that senior adviser David Axelrod called “enor-
mously productive” — including an economic cri-
sis summit in London and a NATO conclave in 
France and Germany.

Rescuers work through night 
after quake leaves 179 dead

L’AQUILA, Italy (AP) — Rescuers worked fran-
tically in this central Italian city early Tuesday, 
scooping through piles of rubble with their hands 
in the search for survivors after the country’s dead-
liest earthquake in nearly three decades.

Tens of thousands of people left homeless by the 
powerful 5.8-magnitude quake slept in makeshift 
tents that provided little protection against the 
chilly mountain air; scores of survivors lined up 

early Tuesday for a hot cup of coffee, tea and bri-
oche.

Six months pregnant, Sandra Padil spent the night 
in a tent without any covers as temperatures dipped 
to 6 Celsius (43 Fahrenheit), made bone-chilling by 
the humid mountain air.

Defense Secretary calls for halting 
F-22 fighter jet program

WASHINGTON (AP) — Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates is recommending a broad overhaul of mili-
tary spending that would start almost immediately 
and slash giant weapons programs and the private 
sector jobs that go with them.

The Pentagon should stop buying a futuristic jet 
fighter that hasn’t fought a day in either Iraq or 
Afghanistan, scrap an expensive new presidential 
helicopter and spend more money on tools soldiers 
can use now, Gates said Monday.

The Defense chief said he is gearing Pentagon 
buying plans to the smaller, lower-tech battlefields 
the military is facing now and seems likely to con-
front in the coming years.

With rising unemployment rates and a global eco-
nomic funk, Congress is unlikely to go along with 
many of the cuts in Gates’ proposed $534 billion 
budget for the 2010 budget year, which would be an 
increase over the $513 billion for 2009.

“I am extremely disappointed in this decision by 
the Obama administration,” said Sen. Saxby Cham-
bliss, R-Ga., said of the proposal to quit buying the 
F-22 Raptor plane beyond 187 already planned.

Judge expected to dismiss 
corruption conviction against 
former Alaska senator

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former Sen. Ted Stevens 
is getting another day in court, and this time a fed-
eral judge is expected to dismiss his corruption 
conviction after prosecutors acknowledged mis-
handling the case.

The Justice Department has asked U.S. District 
Judge Emmet Sullivan to toss out Stevens’ convic-

tion and vacate his indictment. If the motion is 
granted as expected, it will kill a high-profile vic-
tory against congressional corruption reached last 
fall when a jury found the senator had lied about 
gifts and home renovations.

Stevens narrowly lost re-election just days later. 
He had been in the Senate 40 years, making him the 
longest-serving Republican senator when he was 
defeated.

He was convicted of seven felony counts of lying 
on Senate financial disclosure forms to conceal 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in gifts and home 
renovations from a wealthy oil contractor. He had 
appealed his conviction and had been awaiting sen-
tencing.

At trial, he argued that he didn’t disclose the items 
he received because they were not gifts. A $2,700 
massage chair, for instance, remained in his house 
for seven years but Stevens said it was a loan. He 
said he assumed a $3,200 stained-glass window was 
paid for, since his wife takes care of such things. 
A $29,000 fish statue was a donation to his founda-
tion, he said, and only remained on his front porch 
because that’s where the donors shipped it.

NY gunman’s rambling, paranoid 
letter blames police for wrongs

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. (AP) — Suspected gunman 
Jiverly Wong felt tormented by police. They snuck 
into his room and touched him while he was sleep-
ing, he thought. They stole $20 from his wallet. Be-
cause of them, he lost his job. Because of them, he 
was poor and his life was a mess.

In a rambling, disjointed letter sent to a TV news 
station, the man who would walk into an immi-
grant center and gun down 13 people before kill-
ing himself blamed his troubles on the police and 
vowed to take at least two people “to return to the 
dust of earth.”

In the letter, received Monday by News 10 Now 
in Syracuse, the writer also complains of shoddy 
treatment by the state unemployment system after 
he lost his job assembling vacuum cleaners.

News in Brief▼



Whenever the output 
from elected leaders 
begins to look more 
like solid waste 

than sound policy, the outcry for 
term limits quickly follows.

Americans are in 
a financial panic, 
and what Washing-
ton has produced 
thus far — the $787 
billion stimulus 
package, automak-
ers that are still 
foundering despite 
bailout money, 
promises of put-
ting people back to 
work by “creating” 
3.5 million jobs as 
unemployment numbers rise — 
has done little more than add to 
the burden of debt that taxpay-
ers must shoulder while funding 
lawmakers’ pet projects that 
have scant connection to spark-
ing economic recovery.

I like artistically creative en-
deavors as much as the next per-
son, but $50 million for the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts? 
Seriously?

The “we must do something” 
nature of what’s being passed 
smacks of the rationale used by 
the politicians in one of my fa-
vorite BBC comedy series, “Yes, 
Prime Minister: Something 
must be done. This is something. 
Therefore it must be done.”

No wonder letters to the editor 
these days reveal an uptick in 
the number of writers sounding 
like the Queen of Hearts in “Al-
ice in Wonderland”: “Off with 
their heads!”

“I very strongly believe we 
should ... permit a limited num-
ber of terms for any person to 
serve as a senator or representa-
tive. I believe that to do so would 
prove to be very beneficial for 
our residents and our country,” 
wrote Donald W. Severe of Gran-
bury, Texas.

“I love (this country) most of all 
for what it can become. That is 
the promise of our Constitution. 
The Constitution allows us to 

change things, and some things 
have to change. We need term 
limits because our system of 
government has the equivalent 
of Alzheimer’s,” wrote George 
Logue of Hurst, Texas.

I didn’t get the Alzheimer’s 
reference, especially if it meant 
government doesn’t remember 
what the Constitution says. Ap-
parently Logue doesn’t either, 
because term limits fly directly 
in the face of the “fundamental 
principle of our representative 
democracy, embodied in the 
Constitution, that the people 
should choose whom they please 
to govern them.”

Supreme Court Justice John 
Paul Stevens wrote that in 1995, 
when the court decided U.S. 
Term Limits Inc. v. Thornton. 
(http://www.law.cornell.edu/
supct/html/93-1456.ZO.html) Un-
der the Constitution — the docu-
ment Americans love dearly but 
don’t always understand — there 
are three requirements to run 
for Congress: age, citizenship 
and residency.

Thus it has been from the birth 
of our nation.

Alexander Hamilton, in re-
sponse to an anti-federalist 
charge that the new Constitution 
favored the wealthy and well-
born, said in a speech to the New 
York Assembly in June 1788, 
“The true principle of a republic 
is, that the people should choose 
whom they please to govern 
them. ... This great source of free 
government, popular election, 
should be perfectly pure, and 
the most unbounded liberty al-
lowed.”

Binding up that liberty by add-
ing qualifiers — such as a provi-
sion saying a member can serve 
only a limited number of terms 
— would take a constitutional 
amendment.

Congress has no will for that, 
and there’s no need, either. The 
country has term limits; they 
come around every two years 
in the House, and every six in 
the Senate. They are called elec-
tions.

Fifteen state legislatures have 
adopted term limits, according 
to U.S. Term Limits (http://www.
termlimits.org), an organization 
dedicated to “citizen legislators, 
not career politicians” and the 
group on the losing end of that 
1995 Supreme Court case. These 
changes occurred primarily in 
states with initiative and ref-
erendum, a process by which 
enough voter signatures on a 
petition can put a question on 
the ballot — basically mob rule 
on paper.

Ask former Texas state Sen. 
Kim Brimer of Fort Worth and 
former state Rep.Bill Zedler of 
Arlington if they think the Texas 
Legislature needs term limits. 
Bet they’d say it already has 
them, and they occur when vot-
ers decide to oust an incumbent 
in favor of a newcomer.

Numerous U.S. cities, includ-
ing San Antonio, have term 
limits for mayors and council 
representatives. Until November 
2008, San Antonio had the most 
restrictive plan in the country. 
The mayor and City Council 
members could serve two two-
year terms, then they were out. 
Forever. Those restrictions 
eased some after the November 
2008 election, when a proposition 
passed to extend the mayor and 
council term limits to four two-
year terms.

But think about it. Eight years 
of service and you’re gone, artifi-
cially limiting council members’ 
effectiveness. How does one, 
working what ostensibly is a 
part-time job, develop the trust 
and meaningful relationships 
necessary to effect change in so 
short a time?

When the good are removed 
along with the bad, something is 
wrong with the process.

It’s a mistake to think that the 
influence of special interests 
would decrease with a constant 
churn of rookies coming to the 
fore.

The faces on the City Coun-

See LABBE, Page 5

Republicans hoped to 
claim repudiation 
of President Barack 
Obama’s economic pol-

icies. Democrats were set to hail 
a victory on GOP turf as a signal 
that political tides still flowed 
their way.

And the pundits 
were set to pro-
claim the land-
mark significance 
of Tuesday’s New 
York special con-
gressional election 
as the first major 
political test of 
Obama’s presi-
dency.

The voters didn’t 
cooperate with a clear-cut 
verdict. The contest between 
a veteran Republican legisla-
tor and a Democratic venture 
capitalist was so close that the 
outcome will hinge on thousands 
of absentee ballots that won’t be 
counted for more than a week.

Both parties immediately pre-
dicted victory, and ultimately 
one or the other will be right. 
But the outcome served as a use-
ful reminder that, more often 
than not, the results of special 
off-year elections have little 
bearing on what happens in the 
next mid-term congressional 
elections, let alone the next pres-
idential race.

A generation ago, a string of 
Democratic upsets in Republi-
can districts during the spring 
of 1974 illustrated the collapse 
of Richard Nixon’s political sup-
port and foreshadowed a GOP 
electoral disaster that fall. Two 
Republican congressional wins 
in 1994 were a harbinger of the 
party’s big wins that November. 
The anti-Bush tide that led to 
last year’s big Democratic vic-
tory was evident when Republi-
cans lost congressional seats in 
Louisiana and Mississippi.

Those are exceptions.
Tuesday’s New York vote 

produced conflicting trends: 
a strong Democratic showing 

on traditionally Republican 
turf foiled against a GOP show-
ing that may have avoided the 
sweeping defeats of 2006 and 
2008.

Meanwhile, Republicans seek-
ing signs of a comeback already 
are looking ahead to the guber-
natorial elections this fall in Vir-
ginia and New Jersey, two states 
where Democrats have fared 
well of late.

But elections in the two states 
traditionally reflect local issues. 
Besides, in every Virginia gov-
ernors’ race since 1977, the win-
ning party was the one that lost 
the presidency the preceding 
year. New Jersey elections have 
shown no meaningful national 
pattern.

By contrast, Obama and his 
handling of the nation’s econom-
ic crisis did dominate the debate 
in Tuesday’s election in a largely 
rural, conservative New York 
district that narrowly backed 
him in November and re-elected 
freshman Democratic Rep. 
Kirsten Gillibrand, whose ap-
pointment to the Senate created 
the current vacancy. Registered 
Republican voters outnumber 
Democrats about 3-to-2.

After some initial hesitancy, 
veteran Republican legislator 
James Tedisco attacked the 
Obama economic stimulus pro-
gram. GOP officials sought to 
build the contest’s importance, 
led by new Republican National 
Committee chair Michael Steele, 
who made two visits.

Top Democrats stayed away, 
lest they raise the stakes too 
high in what is essentially GOP 
turf. But in the closing days, 
both Obama and Vice President 
Joe Biden flooded the district 
with mailings, commercials and 
e-mail messages to help Demo-
crat Scott Murphy, a venture 
capitalist who criticized GOP 
negativism and hailed the posi-
tive impact the Obama stimulus 
would have in the economically 
depressed area.

The focus by both sides on 

Obama and his policies bucked 
the pattern of most past spe-
cial elections, which generally 
wound up reflecting local condi-
tions and candidates, not nation-
al trends.

A prime example was a 1981 
special election in Mississippi. 
The GOP candidate tried to 
make the race a referendum on 
President Ronald Reagan, who 
was riding high, especially in 
the South. Republicans showed 
commercials contrasting him 
with Democratic House Speaker 
Thomas P. “Tip” O’Neill Jr. in 
a place where Reagan was far 
more popular.

But the Democrats had the 
better candidate, who won by 
stressing his background and 
local issues.

And when Democrats tried to 
make a 2006 California contest 
a referendum on unpopular 
President George W. Bush, they 
failed, too.

Politicians consider each such 
contest as a major opportunity 
for testing potential themes and 
other campaign approaches. 
While a big Republican vic-
tory in New York might have 
been seen as a validation of the 
negative approach to the Obama 
program, Democrats failed to 
get the big win that might have 
dissuaded GOP leaders from that 
approach.

Interestingly, though these con-
tests are merely blips on the ra-
dar from a national perspective, 
the New York election repeated 
last year’s pattern of increased 
voter interest and turnout, 
hardly surprising at a time when 
economic concerns are running 
so high.

Beyond that, it may take a pow-
erful amount of tea-leaf reading 
to find much long-term signifi-
cance in this very close contest.

 
Carl P. Leubsdorf is the former 

Washington bureau chief of the 
Dallas Morning News. Readers 
may write to him via e-mail at: 
carl.p.leubsdorf@gmail.com.
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NY tea leaves tell us little

Americans won’t throw the bums out

Faced with clear signs of government 
misconduct, Attorney General Eric 
Holder made the right call by moving to 
dismiss the Justice Department’s case 

against former Alaska Sen. Ted Stevens. This 
is a disappointing end to the Stevens saga, but 
prosecutors botched this case so badly that the 
attorney general had no choice but to bring it 
to a merciful close.

How many times does it need to be said? The 
job of prosecutors is to obtain justice, not mere-
ly to secure convictions. Former Sen. Stevens, 
to be sure, was no poster child for good govern-
ment. As a senior member of the Senate, he had 
clout and enjoyed using it, promoting projects 
such as the controversial “bridge to nowhere” 
even when it became the target of critical deri-
sion. But prosecutors went after him with such 
zeal that they forgot their obligation to guard 
and enforce the rights that every defendant is 
entitled to in a court of law.

Last November, the government won a bitter-
ly contested conviction against Sen. Stevens on 
seven counts of filing false statements on his 
U.S. Senate financial-disclosure forms to hide 
about $250,000 in gifts and free renovations to 
his Alaska home. Within days, he lost the Sen-
ate seat he had held since 1968. Catching a big 
fish was a major win for prosecutors, but in the 
ensuing months it became evident that some-
thing was terribly wrong.

First, an FBI agent working on the case filed 
a whistle-blower complaint. He claimed that 
prosecutors had failed to turn over evidence to 
the defense as required by law. He said there 
was an “inappropriate relationship” between 
the lead agent on the case and the prosecu-
tion’s star witness. Judge Emmit Sullivan then 
ordered the Justice Department to turn over 32 
documents that would help him to weigh those 
claims.

When Justice failed to do so, the judge hit the 
ceiling. He ruled that four Justice prosecutors 
were in contempt of court and called the failure 
to comply outrageous. Among the four were 
William Welch, the chief of the public integri-
ty section that investigates official corruption 
and handled the Stevens case; and Brenda Mor-
ris, the section’s deputy. The prosecution team 
is under investigation for its mishandling of 
the case.

As it turned out, the withheld evidence includ-
ed notes in which key witnesses made state-
ments at variance with their later testimony. 
At the least, this could have a bearing on their 
credibility as witnesses, and might have influ-
enced the jury’s ultimate verdict.

The actions of the prosecutors were — to quote 
a relevant Supreme Court decision - “inconsis-
tent with the rudimentary demands of justice” 
(Mooney v. Holohan) and fully justified the at-
torney general’s decision to dismiss.

 
—The MiaMi herald

Stevens case
badly botched

letter poliCies
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com



At the end of 
the block was 
the small 
frame house 

she had described. 
Open fields lay beyond. 
Approaching her drive-
way, we were greeted 
with a canine menager-
ie varying in height and 
voice. Tail 
wagging 
and exu-
berance 
were not 
lacking.

Such 
a cadre 
of dogs 
had first 
alerted the 
woman to 
the dan-
gerous 
situation in her back 
yard. With their insis-
tent barking, they had 
warned her that all was 
not right.

Having hurried out-
side, she had been 
summoned to referee 
between the numerous 
neighborhood cats and 
a bird. Completely sur-
rounded by the felines, 
the hawk-like creature 
was fending off their 
slow, advancing steps.

Feral and domestic, 
the cats scattered as 
she screamed repeat-
edly, “Shoo, shooooo!” 
From a distance, they 
watched as the woman, 
with wet, soapy hands, 
used a dish towel to 
cover and grab the con-
fused bird.

Leading us to a make-
shift pen housed un-
derneath a canopy, the 
woman said she had 

been trying to feed the 
hawk for four days. 
With similar ones 
perched on her utility 
lines and swooping 
down to catch grass-
hoppers among the dry 
grasses and weeds be-
hind her property, she 
knew she had to supply 
the bird with what it 
readily had hunted. 
“It’s a lot harder to 
catch one of those big 
grasshoppers than I 
thought!” she admitted.

Since the bird had 
made no attempt to fly, 
she and her husband 

had placed it inside 
the three foot high 
barricade. Although 
the structure had pre-
vented their dogs from 
bothering the bird, 
she had forgotten that 
with time, the wander-
ing cats, in spite of the 
dogs, would have even-
tually noticed a bird on 
the ground.

With the array of 
cats, dogs, people, and 
their threatening pres-
ence, the small falcon 
glanced nervously from 
side to side in an at-
tempt to figure out what 

to do. As its feet made a 
pitty-pat drumming on 
the dusty, barren earth 
that served as a floor, 
it turned rapidly as if 
to defend itself from all 
sides. Rather than chas-
ing the bird and caus-
ing more stress, I easily 
placed a pole net over 
the American kestrel.

Holding the small-
est of North American 
falcons, I explained 
to the woman that the 
bird was often called 
a sparrow hawk. As a 
hunter of not only large 
insects, but small ro-
dents and sparrows, the 
name was appropriate 
in description if not in 
technicalities.

Feisty and tena-
cious, this female was 
adorned with rusty, or 
rufous colored wings, 
back, and tail highlight-
ed by narrow, black 
bars. Her counterpart 
would have sported 
blue-gray wings with 
blackish primaries. 
While the male would 
have had black spots on 
his buff-colored belly, 
she was attractive with 
her cinnamon streaked 
creamy chest.

Another noticeable 
difference between the 
sexes was a male would 
have worn a russet 
crown atop blue-gray 
feathers. The top of the 
female’s head was an 
unadorned gray. Al-
though duller in color, 
she would be longer, 
have a wider wingspan, 
and out-weigh potential 
mates. What they did 
have in common were 

white throat and cheeks 
accented with two 
black, vertical stripes.

Once home, we could 
find no obvious breaks 
in either wing. Hold-
ing them equally was 
a sign that the kestrel 
might have a hairline 
fracture or bruising. In 
either case, treatment 
was the same. Seem-
ing content with a log 
roost and limited space 
in a small carrier, the 
noticeably thin kestrel 
readily adapted to its 
confinement after being 
offered small mice and 
crickets.

Becoming comfortable 
with our presence, she 
would often greet us 
with her high-pitched 
call, “killy, killy, killy.” 
Gripping the log with 
her slender toes and 
needle-sharp talons, she 
often used her tail not 
only for balance, but 
as a characteristic ges-
ture. Pumping her tail 
up and down seemed a 

means of expression as 
we became better ac-
quainted.

After taking the falcon 
to the Midland wildlife 
sanctuary, we learned 
that x-rays confirmed 
no breaks. With time, 
she improved and was 
moved to an outdoor fa-
cility for limited flight. 
Soon she was ready for 
release.

In the future, per-
haps perched atop a 
telephone pole or fence 
post, the kestrel might 
suddenly swoop down 
upon her prey. If she 
missed it, she could 
hover over the spot 
until sighting it again. 
Once seen, her next 
meal would find it diffi-
cult to keep evading the 
quick and agile raptor 
with so many names.

Bebe McCasland is fed-
erally and state licensed 
to rehabilitate wild 
birds.
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Six students placed at the 
District UIL Meet in Wink on 
Saturday, March 28, and will 
advance to regional in Level-
land, April 24. 

Amanda Longorio tied for 
1st in Calculators; Shelby 
Hudgins, 2nd in Headlines; 
Sydney Holdampf, 1st in 
Number Sense; Regan News-
om, 2nd in Prose; Autumn 
Alton, 3rd in Prose, Aric 
Denton, 2nd in Mathmetics 
and Mario Hernandez, 2nd in 
Ready Writing.

Also advancing with the 
Number Sense team were 
Kyle Stevenson, and Garrett 
Willey.

Placing but not advancing 
were Claudia Jones, 5th in 

Current Events; Hope Cimi-
no; 6th in Editorials; Autumn 
Alton, 6th in Literary Criti-
cism; Sydney Holdampf, 6th 
in Science; Evan Burton, 5th 
in Poetry; Laura Spence, 6th 
in Spelling.

The Forsan  Debate Team of 
Hope Cimino and Eric Ochoa 
placed 4th in CX in February.

The One Act Play, “Cheaper 
by the Dozen,” was alternate 
to District competition. Evan 
Burton was chosen as Best 
Actor; Claudia Jones was on 
the All-Star Cast and Eric 
Ochoa and Kelsee Perkins 
were selected for the Honor-
able Mention All Star Cast. 
Outstanding crew member 
was Ryan Fish.

Ten members of the Forsan 
Student Council attended 
State Convention in Arling-
ton March 29-31. The Coun-
cil members were awarded 
Sweepstakes for their work. 

Attending were Michael 
Steelman, Stephanie Wil-
liams, Mischa Willard, 
Regan Newsom, Brandy 
Wilson, Kayla King, Hope 
Cimino, Autumn Alton, 
Sassie Farmer and Caden 
Rosenbaum. 

Sponsoring the group were 
Jan Sims, advisor, and Tera 
Evans.

Winners of the Student 
Council Energy Contest 
were, 4-5th grade: Sterling 
Freeman, Brennan Highfield, 

and John Broughton; 2-3rd 
grade: Desirae Pace, Eliza-
beth Long, and Scott Jewett.

Kindergarten winners were 
Shannen Amaoko, Erika 
Tamargo and Lilliana Jaime. 
First grade winners were 
Kassey Darden, Macee from 
Mrs.’Park’s class and Nelson 

from Mrs. Adams’ class. 
Each student received a gift 

card from Wal-mart.
 The Band Concert and 

Sight Reading contest will be 
held Wednesday in Andrews.

The six weeks ends Thurs-
day and school will be out 
Friday for Good Friday.

Buffalo Tales

Bird Poop: A kestrel by any other name

Courtesy photo

Fairly common, the American kestrel hunts not 
only in the open countryside, but frequents city 
easements and alleys for the ever present mice and 
house sparrows. The small falcon is the ultimate 
in pest control.

BeBe

Mccasland

LABBE
Continued from Page 4

cil or in the Legislature 
might change, but those 
“special interests” 
remain. And they would 
have the experience, the 
knowledge and the 
know-how to influence 
the system even more.

There is something 
that can be done to cor-
rect the problems of un-
responsive lawmakers.

It’s called voting.

Jill ``J.R.’’ Labbe is 
deputy editorial page 
editor of the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram. Read-
ers may write to her at 
400 W. 7th Street, Fort 
Worth, Texas 76102, or 
via e-mail at jrlabbe@
star-telegram.com.

Contact the Herald at 
editor@bigspringherald.com
sports@bigspringherald.com

advertising@bigspringherald.com
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com
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“Dinosaurs are nature’s special effects.
They are the only real dragons. Kids love dragons.
It’s not just being weirdly shaped and being able 

to eat Buicks. It’s that they are real.”
— Paleontologist Robert T. Bakker, 

in the Honolulu Advertiser.

Afraid of the dark
DEAR AMERICAN GIRL: I’m scared of the dark.
I’ve tried listening to music, reading and sometimes 
I sleep with my sister, but nothing helps. What if
something’s in my closet?     — Scared 

�You know there’s nothing in your
closet, so why are you scared? Are
you reading ghost stories or watch-
ing scary shows? Those images can
stay in your imagination for a
while, so stay away from that
stuff. If you’re still scared at night,
try talking out
loud to yourself.
Say, “You are ab-
solutely fine,” or “You are strong and smart.” By reassur-
ing yourself, you might feel less scared and a lot better.

DEAR AMERICAN GIRL: I just got my first detention.
I feel like I’m losing my perfect reputation. I want my
image and my parents’ trust back. — No Longer Perfect

� It sounds like you made a mistake. Here’s a little
secret — everyone makes mistakes. No one is perfect,
so don’t be unfair to yourself by expecting to be. In
time, if you show you’ve learned from your mistake
by not repeating it, you’ll regain your parents’ trust.
Your parents will probably forgive you more easily
than you will forgive yourself. Tell them how you
feel. Then serve your detention, and move on! 

Visit “Fun for Girls” at americangirlmagazine.com 
to get or give advice.  © 2009 American Girl, LLC.  All rights reserved.
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BY STEVE JOHNSON/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

or some 67 million years, the Tyrannosaurus rex now
known as “Sue” was allowed to sit in the South
Dakota ground, layer upon layer of rock attaching

to its bones.
Now, picked clean, patched and perched in the Chicago

Field Museum’s vast entry hall, those same bones can’t go
six months without being brushed free of accumulating sediment.

Visitors, on the semiannual cleaning days, get a surprise glimpse
behind the curtain at a leading public attraction. And Sue, the 42-
foot long, most complete T. rex skeleton ever found, gets to glisten
a bit, the brown of its approximately 321 bones a little less gray.

You don’t do a job like this with Windex and paper towels.
You don’t do it with Chuck from maintenance, either — no of-
fense to Chuck. 

So one day recently, Bill Simpson, a high-ranking Field pa-
leontologist, was standing on an UpRight MX 19 micro-scissor
lift, 61/2 feet in the air, doing housework.

HOW TO CLEAN THE WORLD’S 
MOST FAMOUS FOSSIL?

First, you call security and get the alarms turned off.
After that, though, the answer is not as high-tech as you’d ex-

pect for an exhibit bought at auction in 1997 for $8.4 million.
The only one to clean Sue in its Field tenure, Simpson,

manager of the geology department’s 100,000-specimen
fossil vertebrates collection, has settled on doing it
with a portable vacuum cleaner, set to blow rather
than suck, and a synthetic feather duster.

For almost two hours, Simpson first
huffed and puffed with his DeWalt
portavac, better than the cans of
compressed air he used to use.
The resultant gentle dust
shower dropping to the “land
form” on which 
Sue is mounted
brought to
mind dirty
snow or, if 
you stretched a 
bit, volcanic ash 
covering Pompeii.

At each of eight
or nine stops around
the display’s perimeter,
the highly trained paleontolo-
gist would then stroke the great beast
with the duster, and not just any old one.

First, Jasna Srndic from the exhibits de-
partment, Simpson’s aide, came out with a
bright orange one. After trying it on the plastic
skull — the actual fossil head, too heavy to mount
gracefully, is on display upstairs — Simpson asked
her to go back and get “the duster that’s my favorite.”

At the dinosaur’s delicate “fingers,” Simpson used his
own, rubbing the bone clean by hand. “There’s no elastic-
ity,” he said. “They’re just thin pieces of rock at this point.”

Out of the ankle joint he coaxed another species, com-
monly referred to as the “dust bunny.”

The giant, saucer-shaped hip bones were nothing you’d want to
eat out of, either. “The hips always get the dustiest,” Simpson said.

Despite the name, Sue is not necessarily female. Its age —
about 28 — is known; its sex is not. It’s called that after its dis-
coverer, Susan Hendrickson, an amateur fossil hunter who de-
cided to look around when she got a flat tire one day in 1990 in
the Hell Creek Formation in western South Dakota.

The Field, with help from McDonald’s, bought the late Cre-
taceous period skeleton at a Sotheby’s auction, dug out the fos-

sil and had it ready for display by May 2000.
It has been a huge hit, seen by more than 7 million people.

Two replicas travel the globe.
The recent cleaning came about because the exhibits depart-

ment, anticipating spring crowds and dust, asked. There’s no
set schedule, Simpson explained.

While Simpson worked, visitors didn’t ask as many ques-
tions as they usually do, he said, but they were impressed.

After it was over, Simpson said he enjoys the cleanings,
partly because he’s out in public, partly because it challenges a
stereotype: “I think a certain segment
of the public thinks paleontology
is about dusty old bones,” he
said. “And, you see, we do
our best to get away
from that.”

Here’s a sweet activity to brighten up
a rainy day: bake a batch of these um-
brella cookie pops, then decorate them
with a rainbow of frosting colors.

YOU WILL NEED
� Sugar cookie dough

(store-bought or homemade)
� Cookie sticks 

(available at craft supply stores)
� Frosting
� Food coloring
� Tube of white icing
� Bendable straws

Roll out the cookie dough into a 

1/4-inch-thick disk. Use a plastic cup or
round cookie cutter to cut out dough
circles. With an adult’s help, you a
knife to cut each circle in half, then
scallop the straight edge. Cut raindrop
shapes from the dough scraps. 

Lay cookie sticks on an ungreased
cookie sheet and gently press a half-cir-
cle of dough on top of each. Place the
raindrops on the sheet and bake the
cookies according to the recipe direc-
tions. Once the cookies have cooled,
frost them. Pipe on icing lines and make
vertical grooves by dragging a toothpick
up to make one groove and down for the

next, as shown. For a special presenta-
tion, add a colorful handle by trimming
a bendable straw and sliding it over 
the stick.            — FamilyFun magazine 

Rain, rain go away …

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  FAMILYFUN MAGAZINE

New Play Control
games a mixed bag

Even the most devoted Nintendo supporters from the
pre-Wii days would have you know the company has
been rehashing the same games for far too long while
only creating new franchises for the casual player.

The arrival of the New Play Control lineup —
which literally repackages Gamecube games with
widescreen support and a new control scheme de-
signed for the Wii’s controllers — isn’t exactly likely
to alter that view.

But the idea makes all kinds of sense. A lot of people
who have Wiis never owned a Gamecube, and outfitting
some of the better games with a control scheme for the

Wii is a good way to give the system
some new but previously tested content.

That said, the initial selections don’t
arrive free of caveats. Far from it, sadly.

“Mario Power Tennis,” in particular,
has been severely hampered by the con-
trol switcheroo. The Gamecube controls

allowed for precise shot selection and control, but the
same can’t be said with the move to “Wii Sports”-style
controls. That makes this a fun multiplayer lark when
you’re just goofing off with friends, but a complete let-
down for ambitious players who want
to master (or re-master) the game. 

It’s a shame Nintendo didn’t just
leave the original control scheme in
as an option for those with a Game-
cube controller lying around. 

“Pikmin” fares considerably
better: The Wii setup is tailor-made
for this real-time strategy genre.

But while “Pikmin” was great seven years ago,
“Pikmin 2” was leagues, and Nintendo has announced
it will include “2” in the New Play Control lineup. So
it’s hard to recommend this $30 game when a better
one waits right around the corner.             — Billy O’Keefe 

ALEX GARCIA /
CH ICAGO TR IBUNE/MCT

Paleontologist 
Bill Simpson and

Sue the Tyran-
nosaurus Rex at

the Field Museum
in Chicago. 

Simpson, the 
only one to clean

Sue in her Field 
tenure, does 

the job with his 
favorite feather

duster.

� The brachiosaurus is the biggest known 
dinosaur standing 40 feet tall. At roughly the size 
of a chicken, the compsognathus is the smallest.
� There are more than 800 confirmed types of 

dinosaurs and at least 2,000 unconfirmed.
— dinosaurfact.net
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Results from Big Spring 
Junior High tennis tourney

Big Spring Junior High hosted a tennis tourna-
ment Saturday at Figure 7 Tennis Center in 
Comanche Trail Park. In all, 80 players from 
Midland Christian, Fort Stockton, Pecos and Big 
Spring participated.

Big Spring’s Michael Ryan finished second in 
eighth-grade boys singles, losing in the finals to 
Kevin Bohne of Midland Christian, 9-7.

Two Big Spring students squared off in the 
eighth-grade boys singles consolation final with 
Tony Rees defeating Jacob Rangel, 6-1.

Chris Hughes and Connor Furqueron came in 
second in boys doubles with Quentin Camden and 
Nicholas Itturaled placing third in the bracket.

In eighth-grade girls single, Mariah Horvatich 
placed second.

Seventh-grade boys single had Garrett Wheeler 
taking gold as he defeated teammate Tyler 
Stromberg in the finals, 8-4.

In boys doubles, Isaiah and Zack Ludington 
places second. Molly Walker and Ashton Mills-
Brown won first in the girls doubles bracket, 
defeating a team from Pecos, 8-5.

Katherine Newton won the consolation bracket 
in seventh-grade girls single, winning 6-3 in the 
final.

Notification from BSISD Athletic
Dept. on athletes needing physicals

The Big Spring ISD Athletic Department is only 
accepting physical forms with the revised date of 
Jan. 6, 2009, as per UIL requirements. 

All other forms will not be accepted, so parents 
need to be sure they have the correct form filled 
out when taking their child for a physical.

Physicals are required for all incoming seventh, 
ninth and 11th grade students and are due in the 
athletic trainer’s office before the first day of prac-
tice of any sport. 

No plans have been made to have mass physicals, 
so it is the parents’ responsibility to take their 
child to a doctor of their choice.

Registration and tryouts for
Big Spring Pony League set

The Big Spring Pony League will have registra-
tion and baseball tryouts April 18 at Roy Anderson 
Complex.

Registration is from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with tryouts 
starting at 2 p.m. 

Players must be within the age range of 13-15 
years old. If a child is currently 12 and turns 13 by 
April 30, he or she is eligible to play. A 15 year old 
must not turn 16 by April 30. Birth certificates are 
required to sign up.

Cost is $90 per child with no fund raiser. 
Anyone interested in coacing or for more infor-

mation, contact Shelli Harrington at 264-6501 or 
e-mail her at soccermom077@yahoo.com.

Sports in brief

2005 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT
Gray.

2008 Saturn Aura V6 4DR XE
White, All Power, Remainder

Factory Warranty.

$15,995 $15,495

Come Check Out Our Used Cars
at

Pollard
Chevrolet • Buick • Cadillac 

1501 E. 4th St.                                                                               267-7421

STK# J228
STK# K013

EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

DETROIT — For a year, maybe more, North 
Carolina could feel this national championship 
coming.

It was a calculated march, and behind the unre-
lenting play of Tyler Hansbrough, Wayne Ellington 
and Ty Lawson, the Tar Heels stomped out Michigan 
State’s inspirational run Monday night with an 
89-72 blowout that wasn’t that close.

“I felt like it was fitting for us to do what this 
group just accomplished,” coach Roy Williams 
said.

See UNC, Page 12

AP photo/Paul Sancya

North Carolina’s Tyler Hansbrough celebrates after his team’s 
89-72 victory over Michigan State in the championship game 
at the men’s NCAA Final Four college basketball tournament 
Monday.

UNC rolls to
NCAA title Special to the Herald

Howard College’s rodeo team made 
a statement in Snyder over the 
weekend as they competed in their 
fourth rodeo of the spring at Western 
Texas College.

Bull rider Cody Samora led the 
Howard College men’s team, post-
ing a 77 in the long round of compe-
tition for a sixth-place split.  

In short round action, Samora 
welcomed the whistle and marked a 
79 to split third in that round and a 
second-place split for the average 
race.  Samora, a 2008 College 
National Finals Rodeo qualifier, 
remains among the top bull riders 
in the Southwest Region.  

Joining Samora in the bull riding 
short round were teammates D.D. 
Spratt and Kyle Andrews.  Spratt 
marked a 78 in the long-go round to 
finish fifthm while Andrews made 
the final-round action with a 73-point 
effort.  Neither Spratt nor Andrews 
were able to make the whistle in the 
short round.

For the women, Tina Harris made 
her way to the short round with a 
14.19-second barrel run.  After a 
fifth-place finish in the long round, 
Harris had some hard luck and was 
unable to hold on to any average 
points. 

Kady Knox posted a 2.9-second run 
in the breakaway roping just miss-
ing a chance in the short round as 
the top 10 cut off hit at 2.8 seconds. 

Jake Ward and partner Tel 
Flewelling of ENMU posted a 7.2 in 
the first-go of the team roping and 
found their way to eighth in the 
average for the weekend.

Tie-down ropers Calvin Brevik 
and Adam Sawyer posted times of 
9.0 and 8.9 to grab a sixth- and third-
split place respectively in the long 
round.  After a 12 second run, Brevik 
finished the competition in eighth.  

Sawyer was able to gather sixth 
place in the short round and the 
average with a 19.9 on two heads.

K.C. Curtis finished 10th in the 
long round of the steer wrestling 
with a 5.2-second run.  Curtis was 
unable to qualify on his short-round 
animal for no points in the average.

The HC rodeo team welcomes this 
week off in preparation for their 
home rodeo April 16-18 at the Rodeo 
Bowl in Big Spring.  The action will 
begin at 5 p.m. Thursday, April 16th, 
with performances at 7 p.m. April 
17-18.  Admission is free.

AP photo/LM Otero

Cleveland Indians second baseman Asdrubal Cabrera (13) 
leaps over a sliding Texas Rangers Nelson Cruz (17) at sec-
ond base during a double play in the third inning of an AL 
baseball game in Arlington. Rangers Marlon Byrd was out at 
first base, but the Rangers won 9-1.

STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON — Texas 
Rangers owner Tom Hicks 
celebrates opening day 
almost like Christmas, 
complete with a family 
dinner the night before. 
This year’s festivities 
included some “pretty 
optimistic” talk that he 
joked may only have been 
partly caused by the 
wine.

Maybe the expectations 
aren’t so farfetched.

The Rangers can still 
hit. And if they keep pitch-
ing the way Kevin 
Millwood and the reliev-
ers did in a 9-1 opening 
victory over the Cleveland 
Indians on Monday, this 
could finally be their 
breakout season.

“There’s that quiet con-
fidence about this team. 

Not many people share 
that with us, but that’s 
OK,” Millwood said. “We 
believe in each other. 
That’s how it felt before 
the game, during the game 
and after the game.”

Millwood allowed one 
run over seven innings in 
his fourth consecutive 
opening-day start, and the 
Rangers scored seven 
runs in five innings off 
AL Cy Young Award win-
ner Cliff Lee.

Hank Blalock and Jarrod 
Saltalamacchia homered 
for the Rangers, whose 15 
hits off four pitchers 
matched their most in an 
opener.

“Certainly did what we 
wanted to do — pitched 
well, good defense and did 
what we do best, swing 
the bats,” manager Ron 
Washington said. “It was 
a very good beginning.”

Millwood strong in
Rangers’ opening day
win over Indians, 9-1

HC rodeo solid
at Western Texas

Winning start

By DAN GELSTON
AP Sports Writer

DETROIT — Air Jordan has a new name: Hall of 
Famer.

Michael Jordan was elected to the class of 2009 on 
Monday, set for induction in Septemeber with his 
Dream Team teammates David Robinson and John 
Stockton. Utah Jazz coach Jerry Sloan and Rutgers 

women’s coach C. Vivian Stringer are also part of 
a class announced in Detroit, site of the men’s 
Final Four.

Induction is Sept. 10-12 in Springfield, Mass., 
home of the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame.

“I don’t like being up here for the Hall of Fame 
because at that time your basketball career is com-
pletely over,” Jordan said. “I was hoping this day 

would be 20 more years, or actually go in when I’m 
dead and gone.”

Jordan’s Hall of Fame selection was a slam dunk 
after he retired as perhaps the greatest player in 
history. And he gave much of the credit Monday to 
his college coach.

See HALL, Page 12

Jordan, Stockton, Robinson among 5 elected to Hall of Fame
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Announcements

FUN IN The Air Inflatable 
Games out of Abilene, is NOW 
servicing your area. 

Visit 
www.funintheair

inflatables.vpweb.com
(325)232-6647

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Help Wanted
APPLICATOR DRIVER

Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for spray applicator 
driver. Class A- CDL license 
and farm experience helpful; 
but will consider training. Re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent. We offer an excel-
lent working environment and 
outstanding compensation and 
benefits package. For consid-
eration, please apply in person:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter

Stanton, TX 79782
Pre-employment drug 

screen required.
EOE

M/F/V/H

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PAT GRAY Towing & Recov-
ery is seeking a heavy duty 
wrecker operator. Must have a 
CDL and be able to pass a 
drug test and background 
check. Great pay, experience 
preferred,  but will train the 
right person. Call Chris at 
(432)263-3438.

Help Wanted
PIZZA INN 

EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY
Manager needed. Successful 
applicants must have experi-
ence, computer skills, and able 
to pass a background check. 
Send resume by fax 
(432)272-7070 or email 
Slee@leasetlc.com

REGIS HAIR Salon Big Spring 
Marketplace,   now    hiring  a 
Full-Time Dependable Stylist 
with a Great Personality. All 
tool supplies furnished except 
shears. Apply in person.

SOLITAIRE HOME
Hiring Set Up Crews
Need Hard Working 
Dependable People

Willing to Travel & Work O/T
Pay Based on Exp.
Call (432)263-8605.

SPEECH THERAPIST/ PA-
THOLOGIST; Applications are 
being accepted by the 87-20 
Special Education S.S.A., Big 
Spring, Texas. Contact: Karen 
Fulton, PO Box 2135, Big 
Spring, TX 79721; 
(432)267-6013, (432)213-1125.

WEAVER CONSTRUCTION.
Now taking applications for a 
Truck Pusher. Requirements: 
21 years of age and older. 
Driving Record must meet in-
surance requirements/Out of 
town travel required/Hotel 
Paid/Per diem paid. 
Physical/Drug Screen. Bene-
fits: Employee Health/Dental 
Ins., 401k, Retirement Plan. 
Apply in person at 4668 FM 
1607 or Send resume to: P.O. 
Box 880 Snyder, TX 79550.

Items for Sale
$250. KING Pillow top no flip 
mattress & box set, NEW with 
Warranty. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
Wrought Iron Bed with frame 
New $225. Mattress set avail-
able. 432-664-8980.

6PC BEDROOM set. New, still 
in boxes. $525. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
BRAND NEW double/full size 
mattress set. $120. New with 
warranty. 432-664-8980.

Items for Sale
NAME BRAND Laptops - Ab-
solutely Free! Get the Laptop 
You Deserve New! Super Thin 
- Super Fast Includes Free 
Shipping! Log In Now!
www.FreeLapTopStore.com

NEW $199 Queen Pillow Top 
Mattress with Frame and War-
ranty. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
New Leather Sofa. Factory 
warranty. Only $600. 
432-664-8980.

Miscellaneous
CASH PAID for Gold- Jewelry, 
Coins, & Bullion. Any condition. 
Highest Prices Paid. Friendly 
Service. Call 800-710-3207. 
Serving Big Spring Area.

WHY PAY Rent? 10’x12’ Stor-
age Buildings $49.00 a month. 
Delivery/Financing, 
(432)563-1807.

ONE ONLY- 12’x24’ 
Garage/Workshop $99.00 a 
month. Will Deliver. 
(432)563-3108.

SLIGHT DAMAGE-- 14’x24’ 
Garage/Workshop, Will Deliver. 
(432)563-3108.

DIRECTV SATELLITE Televi-
sion, FREE EQUIPMENT, 
FREE 4 Room Installation,
FREE HD or DVR Receiver 
Upgrade. Packages from 
$29.99/mo. Call DIRECTV Sat 
TV for Details 1-888-420-9468.

MARBLE TOP pub dining set 
Brand new, never used, $299. 
806-549-3110...........................
Day bed, wrought iron frame & 
spring foundation, $199. mat-
tress avail. $99. 806-549-3110.

RESORT CAMPING! Camp 
Nationwide, Only $10/$15 
night! Over 1000 Locations.
Call Now For Details 
800-507-1003.

Stone tile table and chairs, 
BRAND NEW!!! $260. 
806-549-3110.

Mobile Homes
3/2 HUGE KITCHEN

#2250 Down, $433.61 month
4 MODELS LEFT

FHA Title, 5% Down, 
9%, 180 mo, WAC

325-676-5014
RBI#34363

3/2 MOBILE Home
Reduced for Quick Sale!

325-676-9700
RBI#34363

4/3, ISLAND Kitchen
Rock Fireplace

$84,000
325-676-5029

RBI#34363

MODULAR HOMES
Superior Construction
As low as $49 sq. ft.

325-676-9700
RBI#34363

On the Farm
2008 HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
Tridan (Sweet)

1- 2500 Round Bales 5x6
806-239-1942

Real Estate for Rent
$300/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 
x F086.

1005 BLUEBONNET. 2 Bdrm, 
1 bath. No pets. Call 
(432)267-3841 or 517-0642.

Real Estate for Rent
1206 EAST 11th Place. 3 Bed-
room 2 bath, 2 car garage, 
CH/A, living/ dinning room. 
$850.00 Month plus deposit. 
No HUD. No Bills Paid. 
(432)267-2296.

1311 TUCSON 2 bdrm, 1 bath,  
CH/A, fenced yard, garage, ex-
tra storage. $650/month, 
$600/deposit. Call 
432-213-4647.

1504 TUSCON 3 Bdrm,- $450. 
month. 502-1/2  Golidad Du-
plex- $300. month. Call Moren 
432-267-7380.

1701 RUNNELS-- 3 bedroom, 
1 bath, CH/A. $600.00 month, 
$500.00 deposit. Call 
432-263-3375.

1702 MORRISON 3 bdrm, 1 
bath,  Tile floors, CH/A, fenced 
yard. $750/month, $700/de-
posit. Call 432-213-4647.

1800 WALLACE, 3 bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath, garage, CH/A. 
$700. Month, $400. deposit. No 
HUD. No Pets. Non-smoker. 
References required. Call 
(432)270-3849 for more infor-
mation. 

2 BED/1BTH, 1000 SF. com-
pletely renovated with crown 
moldings, baseboards, new 
carpet, new appliances. $700 
rent month, $700 deposit, 
credit and criminal check. 
Please call between 
9:00am-8:00pm, 432-816-4453 
or email huellc@gmail.com for 
an application.

3202 AUBURN 3 bdrm, 1 bath,  
Tile floors, CH/A, garage, 
fenced yard. $750/month, 
$700/deposit. Call 
432-213-4647.

4200 PARKWAY 3 bedroom, 1  
bath, CH/A. $600. Month, 
$400. deposit. NO HUD, Smok-
ing or Pets. Call 
(432)270-3849.

510 EAST 13th.  2 bedroom, 1 
bath, $475.00 month. $500.00 
deposit. Call (432)264-6611.

602 1/2 GEORGE- Close to 
College. 1 Bedroom House. 
Carport, CH/A. $500.00 month 
plus deposit. No pets. No HUD. 
Call (432)267-2296.

711 JOHNSON Street- 2 bdrm 
house, stove & refrigerator, 1 
car garage. Call (432)263-1281 
from 9:00am-5:00pm., $600.00 
month plus utilities, deposit re-
quired. Call (432)263-1281.

813 TIMOTHY Ln.- Forsan ISD 
(off Wasson and Longshore), 
2/1 Trailer, No pets. Stove & 
refrigerator. $415. Month, $250 
deposit. References Required. 
Call (432)816-5025.

HOUSE FOR Lease, Kentwood 
2513 Carol.  3 Bedroom, 2 
bath, fireplace,  2 car garage. 
$900. month. Call 
(432)270-7706.

OWNER FINANCE,
$535.78/month. 1403 Tucson 
in Big Spring. Call agent 
432-270-4271.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
$200. off 1st month rent!

1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2  Bdrm $395 month

HUD OK
!!!!!!! SPECIAL !!!!!!!

Real Estate for Rent
TANGLEWOOD GROVE 

****$99 SPECIAL****
2 Bedroom Top Floor Only

*with Application approval & 
$200 Deposit

Senior Citizen Discount & 
Housing Accepted
3304 W. Hwy. 80
Big Spring, TX
(432)714-4840

Real Estate for Sale
4 BEDROOM 3 bath RE-
DUCED! Only $45,900! For 
Listings 800-544-6258 x S382.

FOR SALE Commercial Lot. 
504 Lancaster, $250.00 or best 
offer 325-690-6382.

BY OWNER- Close to College, 
small 2 bdrm, 1 bath, lg. fncd. 
bkyd w/deck, garage. Very 
Clean. Call (432)263-6887 or 
213-8220.

HOME SWEET HOME- with a 
reduced price. Updated- Clean 
Neat. Move-in Ready. Afford-
able- 1603 Stadium. Call for 
details- Home Realtors 
(432)263-1284.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm, 2 
bath! Only $203/mo!  5% dn 20 
yrs @ 8%. For listings 
800-544-6258 ext. S384.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm, 2 
bath! Only $14,900!  Must see! 
For listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

GREAT STARTER Home in 
the Country with 1 acre.  Large 
2 bedroom, 1 bath. New carpet 
and paint. 24x24 Work shop. 
2500 Neill Road. $70,000.00. 
No Owner Finace. Call 
432-517-4006 after 5pm.

I BUY Houses. Paid Cash, 
Quick Close. Call 
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCED! Easy 
Terms, no closing costs! 1307 
Mt. Vernon & 1413 Sycamore. 
Call Lana at TruStar RE 
(432)264-8166.

LAND FOR Sale, 10 acres lo-
cated South of Big Spring in 
Tubbs Addition. Total fenced, 
pipe gate entrances. Interested 
parties call 432-466-1056.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

OWNER   FINANCE.  2 Bdrm,  
1 bath. Low monthly. Low 
down. 745 Cypress (Colorado 
City).  Call (325)277-4923.

REDUCED- 3547 Sq. Ft. Brick-  
4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 3 living 
rooms,  2 car garage, 1-1/2 
acres. 8403 Gail Hwy. Below 
appraisal $179,500.00. 
432-270-4646. 

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

XTRA CLEAN 2/1, w/den, 1 
car garage, tile fence backyard. 
Also small 2/1, large fenced 
backyard w/deck, 1 car garage. 
Possible Owner Finance. 
(432)263-6887, 213-8220.

Services Offered
I NEED someone to cut my 
grass this summer, in return I 
will give one or two haircuts to 
the person or family member 
cutting the yard! 
(432)268-9434.

Want to Buy
WANTED 1 plus acres with a 
working well, trailer okay. 
Northeast side of Big Spring. 
Have Cash for the right bar-
gain. Call (432)935-3471 leave 
message.

Vehicles
1977 FIREBIRD All Original- 
$6,500.00 and 1985 Larson in-
board/outboard ski boat- 
$2,800.00. Call (432)213-2955.

1999 FORD Focus ZX2 Cheap! 
$600 OBO! Runs! For listings 
800-544-1092 x N237.

2001 HARLEY Davidson, Soft 
Tail Deuce. 17,000 Miles, cov-
ered in chrome, twin cam fuel 
injected. $12,500. OBO. Call 
(432)816-3030.

2004 MUSTANG. Extra Clean. 
34k miles, cloth interior, auto-
matic. $9,950. Call 
(432)466-1223.

Legals
Advertisement for Sealed Bids

The Howard County Junior College 
District is now accepting bids for 
the following:

RFB#09-004 
Asbestos Abatement

Documents may be obtained from 
Jason Mims, Director of Business 
Services, Howard College, 1001 
Birdwell Lane, Big Spring, TX 
79720, (432)264-5167. Sealed pro-
posals will be accepted through 
2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21, 
2009, in the Practical Arts Building, 
room 105A, Howard College, 1001 
Birdwell Lane, Big Spring, TX 
79720, at which time they will be 
read into record. Vendors are in-
structed that a pre-bid conference 
will be held Tuesday, April 14, 
2009 at 10:00 AM in the Tumble-
weed Room in the Student Union 
Building on the Howard College 
campus. The college will negotiate 
with qualified vendors concerning 
the bids submitted. The final deter-
mination of bid award will be made 
at a future board meeting.
All questions should be directed to 
Jason Mims, Director of Business 
Services, 1001 Birdwell Lane, Big 
Spring, TX 79720, e-mail 
jmims@howardcollege.edu. 
(432)264-5167. Howard County 
Junior College District reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids.
#6091 April 3 & 7, 2009

EMPLOYMENT
REGIS HAIR Salon Big Spring Marketplace, 
now hiring a Full-Time Dependable Stylist 
with a Great Personality. All tool supplies 
furnished except shears.

Apply in person.
173481

(432) 263-1284 110 W. Marcy
Big Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

PRICE REDUCED! Wonderful family home on large lot in quiet cul-de-
sac. Sequestered master bedroom, all 3 bedrooms feature great closet 
space, formal dining room plus breakfast area, 2 living areas, 2 full 
baths, fireplace, large utility room and extra large garage.

Call Home Realtors @ 432-263-1284 for an appointment today.

#4 BENNETT CIRCLE 17130

GARAGEGARAGE
SALESSALES

Hidden treasures?
Junk?

Recycle your unwanted
items!

Call 263-7331 today. 
A friendly Classified

Consultant will help you 
create an ad that gets

results!

RREENNTTEEDD
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   $55.60 
Per Month

Call
 263-7331 
to place  
your ad
 today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFING

RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

Ventura-3-13-09.indd   1 3/13/09   9:16:29 AM

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

CONCRETE

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Alleys • Tilling
Hauling • Tree Trimming

Cleanout Storage Buildings
Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service
816-6150 - Cell

267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES 16624

16624 danny scoggin-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:10:37 PM

AC & HEATING

Crossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &

 Ice Machines
We service all makes

and models!
Cell: (432) 270-0501

24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C 27

04
0

CROSSROADS REF-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:08:18 PM

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

16693 johnson sheet metal REVISED.indd   1 2/27/09   2:11:31 PM

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

17090

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

Janet Higgins
432.213.5454

17090 j. rutledge-3-19.indd   1 3/20/09   8:24:58 AM

Lawn Service

Top Notch
Lawn Service
Lawns•Trees•Shrubs

Flower Beds•Sprinkler Repair 
Alleys Cleaned & Mowed

Pressure Washing
Commercial & Residential

Brad (432) 213-0031
Experienced - Quality Work

Satisfaction Guaranteed 16
82

6

16826-Top Notch Lawn.indd   1 3/13/09   9:21:57 AM

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

1
8
3
0
3

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

CONCRETE
All types of Concrete work 

and Repair Jobs
Concrete, Stucco, Block, 

Brick, Stone.

Free Estimates
CALL DAVID LOPEZ

213-4752
or 213-1181 16397

16397-lopez.indd   1 2/13/09   8:59:36 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Michael's
Home & Bus. Repair

Carpentry, Painting, Drywall, 
Appliances & Fixtures, Minor 

Plumbing & Electrical.  
Personal Asst./Shopper

20+ Yrs. Exp.
HOW MAY I BE OF SERVICE

432-213-2316 16402

16402-MICHAEL MADRY-march last one.indd   1 3/20/09   9:25:15 AM

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed From $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED

SALON

"Stylin' Station"
Full Service Hair Salon

NAILS & MASSAGE Available

1001 E. 11th Place     267-6554
Walk-Ins Welcome

Gifts Available!! 16634

$5.00 Off

 First Set Nails (with coupon)

$5.00 Off 
First Massage (with coupon)

16634 southwest stylin-3-1-09 2x.indd   1 2/27/09   2:09:46 PM

STORAGE
Remodeling Special 1/2 Off

First Month With No Deposit.
Office remodeled by Choice 
Contracting. Come by and see us 
for all your storage needs!

Look for the red and white checkered
flags!!
We support our fitness and weight loss team. Go AAA Amazons...
Amy, Donna, Jean & Leona...get fit and lose that weight!!!

• Patrolled by Fall
 Creek Security
• 24 hour access
• Fenced and
  Lighted
AAA Mini Storage
3301 E. FM 700
(432) 263-0732
Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Sat. 9-2  Sun. closed

1/2 Off
first month

16975

16975 aaa mini .indd   1 3/13/09   9:16:57 AM

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
Lawn Service

Mowing • Edging
Weed Eating 

 Light Hauling

16
93

8

CALL

432-268-3065

16938 H&L LAWN.indd   1 3/13/09   9:19:40 AM

AC & HEATING

BTS
Heating And Air
Servicing All Brands

Licensed And Insured

432-213-3861

16
91

7

"Our Low Overhead Saves You Money?

16917 stapp air.indd   1 3/13/09   9:20:24 AM

RACING

TCRC
Texas Crossroads Racing 

Circuit

Motorcycle, ATV,
Side X Side Racing

texascrc.net
16916

16916 racing-3-13.indd   1 3/13/09   9:21:06 AM

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured • Bonded

$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478

Big Spring, Texas
HENRY BACKES

HENRY BACKES.indd   1 3/18/09   8:36:27 AM

MOBILE CAR WASH

Wet-N-Go
Mobile Car 

Wash
"We Come To You"

17
09

2Contact # 432-978-5925
#432-816-1059

17092-car wash.indd   1 3/18/09   2:24:27 PM

HOUSEKEEPING

BREATH-EZ
If you have allergies, 

we can  help.
Also off seasonal 
chimney prices.

We can clean homes
 and offices.

1-866-843-1837 17154

17154 breath-ez.indd   1 3/25/09   8:37:34 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Castle 
Construction

Construct, Remodel or Repair
Your Castle

Remodeling, room additions, 
ceramic tile, cabinets, wood decks, 

doors & windows, fencing and 
repairs.

Devon Butler
432-466-3531 17131

17131 castle construction.indd   1 3/25/09   8:47:31 AM

FARM & RANCH

Garrett Feed 
& Hay

#1 Alfalfa and #1 Coastal
FULL LINE OF FEED

17161

Call:
432-661-9109

or
432-213-5991

Great
Prices!

LAWN SERVICE
David's Tree Service and 

Total Lawn Care
Great Quality Service

Low Competitive Price
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

is our #1 GOAL
Please Call For Estimate

432-213-8870
We will try and BEAT

anyones price.
17158

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield
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It’s been billed as one of the major face-offs of the 
NATO summit, and it had nothing to do with 
troops in Afghanistan or relations with Russia.

No, it was the breathlessly anticipated moment 
on Friday when two of the most scrutinized women 
on the planet — Michelle Obama and Carla Bruni-
Sarkozy — finally met, in the grandeur of an 18th-
century palace in Strasbourg, France.

Only a day earlier, the airwaves had been filled 
with dissections of Mrs. Obama’s meeting in 
London with Queen Elizabeth II — how the two 
had bonded, despite what some in Britain implied 
was a mild faux pas on the first lady’s part of drap-
ing her arm briefly around the monarch.

All due respect to the queen. But suddenly on 
Friday that story seemed so, well ... yesterday.

“Fashion Face-off,” wrote Britain’s Guardian 
newspaper of the meeting between Mrs. Obama 
and Bruni-Sarkozy, wife of French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy. Others called it a “Style Summit” 
between “the First Ladies who Lunch.” Women’s 
Wear Daily wrote in an online update that the 
“much drumrolled First Lady fashion showdown” 
had confirmed that both women were “sticklers for 
their pet designers.”

Even the Hollywood entertainment site E! Online 
posted an item on “European summit fashion” — 
undoubtedly a first. (It added: “Yeah, we never 

thought we’d say that.”)
The meeting began with a friendly “Bonjour!” 

from Mrs. Obama as the couples approached each 
other, then a French-style double-cheek kiss 
between the women.

Then it was time for the presidents to greet the 
opposing spouse. While Sarkozy and Mrs. Obama 
kissed, the other pair did not, leading to a vigorous 
debate in the blogosphere: Did Bruni-Sarkozy sud-
denly turn shy and avoid a customary kiss from 
the U.S. president?

Or was it Obama who hesitated? Or, more likely, 
did Bruni-Sarkozy anticipate that Obama MIGHT 
hesitate, and thus hesitate herself? Or did Obama 
... well, never mind.

Because the focus was really on fashion. And for 
the record, the women did not look exceedingly dif-
ferent. Each wore a stylish but proper coat with a 
bow at the neck — for Mrs. Obama a black silk 
number flecked with fuschia flowers by Thakoon, 
one of her favorite designers, whose ivory tweed 
coat she wore to board Air Force One in 
Washington.

For the French first lady, it was a gray coat by 
Dior, also a favorite. Both women removed their 
coats inside to reveal coordinated dresses — Bruni-
Sarkozy’s in gray, and Mrs. Obama’s in fuschia. 
Mrs. Obama wore kitten heels, and Bruni-Sarkozy 
wore flats — apparently to avoid towering over her 
husband.

And for the evening later in Baden-Baden, 

Germany, the two also looked remarkably similar 
in chic knee-length black dresses.

One fashion expert thought both women looked 
elegant, but that Bruni-Sarkozy, a former super-
model, may have toned down the flash just a bit too 
much.

“I’d prefer a little color with that beautiful tailor-
ing,” said Sasha Igleton, deputy fashion director of 
Glamour magazine. Then again, she suggested, the 
French first lady may have been purposely toning 
down the glamour. As for Mrs. Obama, Igleton 
especially liked the “gorgeous” fuschia dress.

Although both first ladies are hailed for their 
sense of style, they are in most ways vastly differ-
ent. The Italian-born Bruni-Sarkozy, 41, was a cel-
ebrated supermodel and is still a songwriter and 
singer. She dated Mick Jagger and Eric Clapton, 
posed famously in the nude, and raised eyebrows 
in July by releasing an album with lyrics mocking 
her reputation as a man-eater and comparing her 
lover to a drug.

Mrs. Obama, 45, is a Princeton and Harvard-
educated lawyer who grew up on Chicago’s south 
side and was a hospital executive until she stopped 
working while her husband campaigned for presi-
dent.

Her popularity at home has grown enormously 
since the election, and she’s now seen as a fashion 
icon who, with one wearing, can cause an item of 
clothing to sell out — as she did with a champagne 
J. Crew cardigan this week.

Her first European trip has brought countless 
comparisons to Jackie Kennedy. And it’s worth 
recalling that it was Mrs. Kennedy’s first presiden-
tial trip to France in 1961 that led her husband to 
introduce himself as “the man who accompanied 
Jacqueline Kennedy to Paris.”

But to some, all the attention to Mrs. Obama’s 
fashion and style, though overwhelmingly posi-
tive, is an unfortunate distraction from her other 
endeavors.

“I’ve seen so much more attention to her clothes 
on this trip than to the poignant remarks she made 
at that school in Britain,” said Carl Sferazza 
Anthony, one of the nation’s foremost experts on 
first ladies.

He was referring to an emotional speech Mrs. 
Obama gave at an all-girls school in north London 
on Thursday, telling them about her youth in 
Chicago and the importance of education in her 
life. Afterward, she hugged many of the students, 
and some were moved to tears.

But Anthony, the historian at the National First 
Ladies Library, also notes that the media has 
always loved to compare first ladies, especially 
when they’re standing together on the world 
stage.

It happened in 1985, when Nancy Reagan met 
Raisa Gorbachev in Geneva. “The media really 
blew that into a full-blown rivalry,” Anthony 
says.

He also notes that fashion comparisons were rife 
when Princess Grace of Monaco, the former actress 
Grace Kelly, visited the Kennedys in the United 
States.

“Everyone was asking, ‘Who’s more elegant?’” 
Anthony says. “Even JFK teased Jackie that Grace 
had more jewels on.”

World watches Obama, Sarkozy — forget the husbands

AP Photo/Pascal Segrette/Elysee Palace

This photo provided by the Elysee Palace shows U.S. first lady Michelle Obama, left, speaking with 
France’s first lady Carla Bruni-Sarkozy before a luncheon at Rohan Palace as their husbands held 
bilateral talks in Strasbourg, eastern France. 

Just because some-
thing is important 
doesn’t mean it’s seri-
ous. And just because 
something is serious 
doesn’t mean it’s impor-
tant. Mercury and 
N e p t u n e 
angle each 
other to 
p r o v o k e 
d e e p l y 
m e a n i n g -
ful conver-
s a t i o n s . 
There will 
be enlight-
e n i n g 
i n f o r m a -
tion that 
comes to 
the fore 
and it’s all done while 
laughter and free feel-
ings flow. 

ARIES  (March 
21-April 19). Improving 
is what makes you feel 
wonderful. For you it’s 
not about making more 
money or gaining 
power. What excites you 
is the prospect of becom-

ing better at what you 
do. 

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). You don’t 
need a lot to make you 
happy. In fact, less is 
more. So donate another 
sack of stuff. Reducing 
excess and clutter helps 
you relax into the sim-
ple beauty of life. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). It’s no secret that 
you have talent, and yet 
you’re still trying to 
move under the radar. 
Keep homing in on your 
work. Until you’re com-
pletely ready you’ll be 
uncomfortable with 
extra attention. Your 
time is coming.

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). Don’t be 
content with the mood 
you woke up in, even if 
it was good. You can 
raise yourself up a notch 
before noon. That win-
ning pep talk you give 
to your friends can also 
be used on yourself, you 
know! 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
If there’s one thing you 
don’t like, it’s conven-
tion. You feel it’s your 
job to burst through cus-
tomary confines. You’ll 
either make people 
laugh or make them 
angry, but you’re sure 
to get a reaction and 
some respect, too.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). You have a stellar 
sense of direction, both 
physically and spiritu-
ally. You may not be 
sure where the path 
leads, but you’re not 
worried. You feel it in 
your bones that you are 
going the right way. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). Get better at loving 
yourself and then you 
won’t feel resentful of 
the attention you give to 
someone else. Money is 
a form of attention, too, 
and you may be hyper-
aware of relationships 
from a financial per-
spective. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 

24-Nov. 21). You have 
something positive to 
say about your peers, 
and you make sure to 
say it to the people who 
will repeat it. Your indi-
rect methods of commu-
nication are effective in 
raising your populari-
ty. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). Your rich 
fantasy life is about to 
get even better, as you 
will meet people who 
capture your imagina-
tion. Also, it’s an ideal 
time to put your vivid 
dreams to work on a 
practical problem. It 
will be solved by morn-
ing. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). You defy 
mediocrity. Projects 
have to be absolutely 
spectacular in order to 
entice your interest. 
You could be involved 
in an endeavor that is so 
great you are totally 
unaware of yourself 
while you are engaged 

in it.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 

20-Feb. 18). You take ini-
tiative. You’re the first 
to say hello and intro-
duce yourself, and 
you’re the first to move 
relationships forward 
with social offers. 
Tonight, you’ll be 
charmed by someone 
else’s advance. 

PISCES  (Feb. 
19-March 20). Just 
because you know how 
to do something and 
think you should do it 
doesn’t mean you will. 
The missing ingredient 
is motivation. For now, 
do what you really want 
to do instead of forcing 
things along. 

A S T R O L O G I C A L 
QUESTIONS: “Dear 
Holiday, I am a Libra 
— Sept. 23, 1963. Have I 
been following the life 
path that was destined 
for me? Am I currently 
doing what I was meant 
to do? I feel like I am 
missing something most 
of the time.” 

Destiny is such an 
interesting travel com-
panion on this road of 
life. Mostly, I believe 
that we lead the way and 
destiny walks beside us. 
Other times she pushes 
us around a bit, and 
then there are the times 
she carries us. You can 
be confident that you 
are on the right path 
because it’s the one that 
you chose. Know that 
everyone feels at times 
that they are, as you 
say, missing something. 
To feel that way con-
stantly, though, is a sign 
from the universe to be 
bold — to ask, “What 
am I missing?” and 
demand an answer. 
Dare destiny to show 

you a sign. Another 
thing to consider is that 
usually it’s not what 
you’re doing that mat-
ters most; it’s how you 
are doing it. What is the 
feeling you put into 
your actions and inter-
actions? Instead of 
thinking, “Am I on the 
right path?” just assume 
you are and ask your-
self instead, “What feel-
ing am I giving to this 
part of the journey?” At 
every juncture try to 
raise your mood, and 
you will naturally 
choose the actions that 
bring you the most joy. 
You were meant to be 
happy.

C E L E B R I T Y 
PROFILES: “Frat Pack” 
member Paul Rudd has 
appeared in a long list 
of blockbuster come-
dies, proving time and 
again he knows how to 
make an audience 
simultaneously laugh 
and fall in love. The 
Aries influence runs 
strong in Rudd’s natal 
chart. He has his sun, 
Mercury, Venus and 
Saturn all in the lively 
sign of the ram, indicat-
ing boundless reserves 
of energy. 

aIf you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Holiday Mathis page, 
or you may send her a 
postcard in the mail. To 
find out more about 
Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE, INC.
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Today is Tuesday, April 7, 
the 97th day of 2009. There are 
268 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On April 7, 1862, Union forces 
led by Gen. Ulysses S. Grant 
defeated the Confederates at 
the Battle of Shiloh in 
Tennessee.

On this date:
In 1199, King Richard I of 

England (also known as The 
Lion-Heart) died in the 
Limousin region of France at 
age 41 after being mortally 
wounded by an arrow.

In 1859, Walter Camp, the 
“Father of American Football,” 
was born in New Britain, 
Conn.

In 1927, an audience in New 
York watched as the image as 
well as voice of Commerce 
Secretary Herbert Hoover were 
transmitted live from 
Washington in the first suc-
cessful long-distance demon-
stration of television.

In 1939, Italy invaded 
Albania, which was annexed 

less than a week later.
In 1953, the U.N. General 

Assembly elected Dag 
Hammarskjold of Sweden to be 
secretary-general.

In 1959, a referendum in 
Oklahoma repealed the state’s 
ban on alcoholic beverages.

In 1969, the Supreme Court, 
in Stanley v. Georgia, unani-
mously struck down laws pro-
hibiting private possession of 
obscene material.

In 1978, President Jimmy 
Carter announced he was defer-
ring development of the neu-
tron bomb, a high-radiation 
weapon.

In 1983, space shuttle astro-
nauts Story Musgrave and Don 
Peterson took the first U.S. 
space walk in almost a decade 
as they worked in the open 
cargo bay of Challenger for 
nearly four hours.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 
R.G. Armstrong is 92. Sitar 
player Ravi Shankar is 89. 
Actor James Garner is 81. 
Country singer Cal Smith is 77. 
Actor Wayne Rogers is 76. 
Media commentator Hodding 
Carter III is 74. Country singer 
Bobby Bare is 74. Rhythm-and-
blues singer Charlie Thomas 
(The Drifters) is 72. California 
Attorney General Jerry Brown 

is 71. Movie director Francis 
Ford Coppola is 70. TV person-
ality David Frost is 70. Singer 
Patricia Bennett (The Chiffons) 
is 62. Singer John Oates is 60. 
Singer Janis Ian is 58. Country 
musician John Dittrich is 58. 
Actor Jackie Chan is 55. 
Football Hall-of-Famer Tony 
Dorsett is 55. Actor Russell 
Crowe is 45. Rhythm-and-blues 
singer Mark Kibble (Take 6) is 
45. Former football player-
turned-analyst Tiki Barber is 
34. Actress Heather Burns is 34. 
Actor Conner Rayburn is 10.

Thought for Today: “No date 
on the calendar is as important 
as tomorrow.” — Roy W. 
Howard, American newspaper 
publisher (1883-1964).  

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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UNC
Continued from Page 7

Hansbrough scored 18 points, Ellington had 19 
and Lawson led all scorers with 21 and also had a 
record eight steals. Now, they and Danny Green 
can all head to the NBA feeling good about their 
decision to return to school. They’re bringing 
home Carolina’s fifth championship, and the sec-
ond for Williams.

All those upperclassmen, save Hansbrough, came 
back in part because their draft prospects didn’t 
look so good. They also didn’t want their college 
careers to end on last year’s embarrassing loss to 
Kansas in the Final Four. That was a dud of a game 
in which they trailed 40-12 in the first half and 
Billy Packer was telling CBS viewers it was over.

This time, North Carolina led 36-13 around the 
time “Dancing With The Stars” was starting on 
another network. At least nobody knew how that 
one was going to end.

This game, though, was a slam dunk. Ellington 
got choked up as he basked in the confetti. Williams 
gave a shout-out to his mentor, Dean Smith, and he 
almost started crying, too. Hansbrough was the 
first to grab one of those “National Champion” 
T-shirts. Nobody worked harder for it than him.

“Sounds like I made a pretty good decision,” 
Hansbrough said. “Nothing beats this feeling right 
here.”

Likewise, it can’t feel much worse for the Spartans 
(31-7). They never had a chance. They had been on 
an uplifting run, and the final chapter was sup-
posed to be the national championship. It would, 
the storybook said, bring the definitive ray of sun-
shine to a city and state that’s been battered by an 
ailing economy.

Instead, the 90-mile ride home to East Lansing 
will be a quiet one.

“You’ve got six NBA players that could be drafted 
in the first round or early second,” Spartans guard 
Travis Walton said. “You’re looking at a team that 
could probably beat the worst team in the NBA.”

The Tar Heels (34-4) were up 55-34 at halftime, 
breaking a 42-year-old title-game record for biggest 

lead at the break and setting the mark for most 
points at the half.

By then, Lawson had already set an NCAA title-
game record with seven steals.

“When you play North Carolina, there’s nothing 
you can do,” Michigan State coach Tom Izzo said. 
“Lawson says it all. He does stir the drink.”

A pretty strong drink.
This collection of NBA talent was too, too much 

from wire to wire, from the start of the tourna-
ment, to the very end.

Carolina won every game by double digits, some-
thing that hasn’t happened since Duke did it in 
2001.

Lots of basketball fans saw this coming, includ-
ing America’s No. 1 Hoopster-in-Chief.

Yes, President Barack Obama picked the Tar 
Heels to take it all in his much-publicized bracket.

Magic Johnson, Michigan State’s Spartan-in-
Chief, joined Larry Bird at center court to present 
the game ball, a tribute to the 30-year anniversary 
of their historic matchup and Michigan State’s 
first title.

From there, it was pretty much all “Showtime,” 
all the time — but not for Michigan State. Heck, 
Magic didn’t even stick around for the end. He was 
spotted walking up the tunnel with 3½ minutes 
left.

Izzo tried to call a timeout to stop the onslaught 
with 6:45 left in the first half. His team came out 
and promptly turned it over — one of 14 in the first 
half, compared to only 12 baskets.

Goran Suton led the Spartans with 17 points, and 
Kalin Lucas, the Big Ten player of the year, had 14 
— most scored once the game was out of hand, 
which was very early in this one.

Michigan State pulled within 13 a couple times 
late in the second half, and the crowd of 72,922 — 
mostly pulling for the Spartans — tried to make 
some noise.

But for most of the game, cavernous Ford Field 
had the atmosphere of a Lions game, save the few 
thousand Tar Heel fans whose Carolina Blue team 
put in a much better blue-collar effort than the 
team that was supposed to pride itself on that.

“I just don’t think we did the things we did all 
year,” Izzo said. “When you say that, you take 
away some credit from North Carolina, and I don’t 
want to do that. It was a combination of us and 
them, but we need to take some of the blame.”

As for that 98-63 beatdown Carolina put on 
Michigan State in this same building back on Dec. 
3? No fluke. In fact, Detroit might want to give Ford 

Field a nice, long break. The winless Lions went 0-8 
here last season, and there was no halt to the Motor 
City’s misery on this night.

It was, almost literally, over before it began. 
Ellington had a double-pump scoop layup and a 
3-pointer and Hansbrough spotted up and sank a 
14-foot jumper — all in the first 4:25 to put Carolina 
ahead 17-7. It never got closer.

The Spartans, meanwhile, were having trouble 
simply getting the ball in after Tar Heel buckets, 
turning it over that way twice in the first 6 min-
utes, part of a depressing day that didn’t do justice 
to the effort they put in to get here.

During pregame introductions, Williams walked 
over to shake hands with Izzo, who was distracted, 
drawing up a play on the greaseboard in the hud-
dle. He jokingly showed the diagram to Williams 
— and you know what: It probably wouldn’t have 
mattered.

Izzo conceded in the lead-up to the game that if 
both teams played their best, Michigan State would 
lose. He’ll never find out if he was right because, 
while North Carolina was more than ready, the 
Spartans never showed up.

“The best team won,” Izzo said. “That’s an easy 
statement to make.”

Williams joined Jim Calhoun, Billy Donovan and 
Mike Krzyzewski as the fourth active coach (13th 
overall) to win multiple titles.

This title came four years after his first champi-
onship — and for the first time, with a roster full of 
his own recruits.

“Roy Williams is not that good,” Williams said. 
“But boy, ol’ Roy’s got some big-time players. 
That’s what it takes.”

Hansbrough was the only one who knew he 
wanted to come back from the get-go. He simply 
loves college, and though his senior season wasn’t 
quite as good as the year before, the ending was 
much better. Nobody on Michigan State could stop 
him — no shame there — and he had seven 
rebounds and two assists to go with the 18 points.

“I desperately wanted this championship for that 
young man,” Williams said. “I know it’s corny, but 
that’s who I am.”

Lawson was often criticized for not looking to 
shoot enough, and he sort of went back to his roots 
in this one. He finished only 3-for-10 from the floor 
but was a dominating presence, with six assists 
and a whopping 18 trips to the free-throw line.

Oh, and don’t forget Ed Davis. We’ll be seeing the 
6-10 freshman in the pros with these other guys 
someday soon. He went 5-for-7 for 11 points with 
eight rebounds in 14 minutes and may have proven 
all he needs to, as well.

Overall, North Carolina dominated every match-
up on the floor in pretty much every way. The Tar 
Heels were a unanimous No. 1 in the preseason and 
became the first UNC team to start and finish at 
No. 1 since 1982.

Michael Jordan was the star of that team.
There may not be any Jordans on this team, but 

there were plenty of Hansbroughs and Lawsons 
and Ellingtons — more than enough to finish off a 
project that seemed destined to end the way it did: 
On a ladder in Detroit, with scissors and twine in 
their hands.
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“There’s no way you guys would 
have got a chance to see Michael 
Jordan play without Dean Smith,” he 
said.

His soaring dunks, Nike commer-
cials and “Air Jordan” nickname 
helped stamp him as one the most 
recognizable athletes around the 
world. He finished a 15-year career 
with the Chicago Bulls and 
Washington Wizards with 32,292 
points — the third-highest total in 
league history, behind Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar and Karl Malone. His final 
career average of 30.12 goes down as 
the best, just ahead of Wilt 
Chamberlain’s 30.07.

“Simply the greatest to ever play 
the game of basketball. He is the one 
player that each young person in this 
league should emulate and aspire to 
become. His work ethic, drive, skill 
level and competitive spirit were 
unmatched,” Jordan’s former Bulls 
teammate and now team GM, John 
Paxson said.

Jordan was a five-time NBA MVP, 
won six championships with the 
Bulls and another in college with 
North Carolina. The Tar Heels play 
Michigan State in the national cham-

pionship game Monday night.
Jordan will root on the Tar Heels, 

but had no plans to give them a pep 
talk.

Tar Heels coach Roy Williams was 
an assistant with Carolina on that 
1982 championship team and was at 
Monday’s induction, where Ty 
Lawson won the Bob Cousy award as 
the nation’s top point guard.

Jordan retired twice during his 
career. He first came back to the 
Bulls in 1994 and won three more 
championships before retiring again 
in 1998, then had an ill-fated two-year 
stint with the Washington Wizards 
before calling it quits for good in 2003. 
He’s now managing partner of the 
Charlotte Bobcats.

On Monday, he joked that when he 
saw Stockton and Robinson he was 
ready to put his shorts on again.

“I always want to be able to have 
you thinking I can always go back 
and play the game of basketball and 
put your shorts on,” Jordan said. 
“Hall of Fame to me is like, OK, it’s 
over and done with.”

Jordan won two of his titles in the 
1990s against Sloan, Stockton and the 
Jazz. Stockton spent his entire career 
with Utah and finished with 19,711 
points, and holds NBA records 15,806 
assists and 3,265 steals. He also holds 
NBA records for most assists in a sea-
son (1,164 in 1990-91) and highest 
assist average in a season (14.5 in 

1989-90).
“Growing up I never thought about 

the Hall of Fame,” Stockton said. “All 
I wanted was a chance to go to col-
lege.”

Utah took Stockton in the first 
round of the 1984 draft, using the No. 
16 pick on a relatively unknown play-
er from Gonzaga who became one of 
the top point guards.

“I haven’t given this much thought 
over the course of a lifetime,” he said. 
“I’m not sure it quite strikes home 
until you’re standing here.”

Robinson, who earned the nick-
name “The Admiral” from his college 
career at Navy, joined Stockton and 
Jordan as members of the NBA’s 50th 
anniversary team.

He had a stellar 14-year career with 
the San Antonio Spurs that included 
two NBA championships, an MVP 
season, a rookie of the year award, 10 
All-Star selections, a scoring title and 
two Olympic gold medals. Unlike 
Jordan’s inability to stay home after 
his final shot in Game 6 of the 1998 
NBA Finals, Robinson was content to 
retire after winning a second title 
with the Spurs in 2003.

“If I had to pick one night in my 
career, it would probably be walking 
off the court as a champion and know-
ing that was going to be my last 
memory of basketball,” Robinson 
said.

Sloan, who did not attend the cere-

mony, is the longest tenured head 
coach in major league sports with a 
single franchise. Sloan is the only 
NBA coach to win more than 1,000 
games with a single team and has the 
Jazz in seventh place in the Western 
Conference going into Monday night’s 
games.

“I’ve been very lucky to have such 
great players, especially John, who is 
very deserving of this honor,” Sloan 
said. “I’ve also been fortunate to be 
with such a tremendous organization 
for the past 20-plus years and am 
extremely grateful to the (Larry H.) 
Miller family for all of their sup-
port.”

Sloan was missed on Monday by 
Stockton.

“He’s not only a coach and a men-
tor, but a friend,” Stockton said. “I 
enjoy him very much. The honor to 
share it with him, terrific.”

Stringer has led three separate 
schools to the Final Four in her 
38-year career and has an 825-280 
mark spanning four decades. She 
trails only Pat Summitt and Jody 
Conradt on the career wins list, and 
guided Rutgers to its fifth straight 
regional semifinals trip this season.

“My knees are weak, and to think I 
would be standing here with these 
great, great, men of basketball,” 
Stringer said. “It’s not ever about me. 
It’s about the players who all make it 
happen.”


