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metal jewelry applications such as 
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 stainless steel, pewter, and

 gold-filled repair.Now able to repair previously thought to be
unrepairable items.
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by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Two Big Spring men were 
found guilty of cocaine pos-
session in cases heard in 118th 
District Court this week.

Following a one-day jury tri-
al Tuesday, Jesse Woodruff, 
23, was sentenced to 12 years 
in the Texas Department of 
Corrections after being con-

victed of possess-
ing more than 17 
grams of crack co-
caine following a 
traffic stop in Oc-
tober 2008.

“On that eve-
ning, Mr. Wood-
ruff and two oth-
ers were stopped 

by police at the intersection 
of State and Third streets,” 
said Hardy Wilkerson, How-
ard County District Attorney. 
“After a search, the cocaine 

was found to be in his posses-
sion.”

Woodruff could have been 
sentenced to as little as two 
years or as much as 20 years 
in prison. As a first-time fel-
on, he also was eligible for 
probation. Wilkerson theo-
rized that the jury’s sentence 
reflected its belief that this 
was more than just a simple 
drug possession case.

“Testimony indicated that 
(Woodruff) was a supplier 
to street-level drug dealers,” 

Wilkerson said.
Woodruff must serve a 

quarter of his sentence (three 
years) before becoming eli-
gible for parole.

Odessa attorney Justin Low 
represented Woodruff during 
the trial.

“With regard to the Wood-
ruff case, I think the case re-
flected well on the officers of 
the Big Spring Police Depart-
ment’s Narcotics Division 
and the good job they are do-
ing to try to get the drug prob-

lem in Big Spring under con-
trol,” Wilkerson said

Another defendant, Con-
sensio Ramon Ford, 23, was 
scheduled to stand trial this 
week for cocaine possession, 
but opted instead for a plea 
agreement, receiving 10 years 
probation in exchange for his 
guilty plea in front of District 
Judge Robert H. Moore III.

Contact Steve Reagan at 263-
7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail at re-
porter@bigspringherald.com

2 found guilty of cocaine possession

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Workers prepare to righten a dump truck which overturned at the intersection of W. business 20 and Fm 700 
Wednesday morning. No major injuries were reported in the accident.

Wilkerson

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Want to buy a bus?
A 20-passenger bus will be the most 

visible item on the block March 21 
when the Big Spring Rotary Club holds 
an auction to raise money 
to help renovate the Kids’ 
Zone playground area.

The auction will be held 
at the old Boys Club build-
ing on Third Street between 
Johnson and Runnels. 
Items will be available for 
inspection starting at 9:30 
a.m. and the auction is set 
to begin at 10 a.m.

Rotarians are partnering with the 
Boys Club to help liquidate assets from 
the old building, which has been va-
cant for more than a year.

“Boys Club wanted to do something 

See AUCTION, Page 3

Auction 
to benefit
Kids’ Zone

Moughon

Boys Club assets 
to go on the block

One gets 12 years, 
the other probation

Herald photo

Icy weather left a trace of winter on plants in the 
Crossroads area this morning. The cold snap is 
expected to end this weekend.

by LARRY NEUmEISTER 
and TOm HAYS
Associated Press Writers

NEW YORK — Bernard Madoff 
pleaded guilty Thursday to an 
epic fraud that robbed investors 
worldwide of billions of dollars, 
avoiding eye contact with swin-
dled investors before he was led 
out of court with his hands cuffed 
behind his back.

U.S. District Judge Denny Chin 
denied bail for Madoff, 70, and 
ordered him to jail, noting that 
he had the means to flee and an 
incentive to do so because of his 
age.

Madoff spoke steadily in court 
as he addressed the judge before 
his guilty plea was accepted.

“I am actually grateful for this 
opportunity to publicly comment 
about my crimes, for which I am 
deeply sorry and ashamed,” he 
said.

“As the years went by, I realized 
my risk, and this day would inevi-
tably come. I cannot adequately 
express how sorry I am for my 
crimes.”

Madoff did not look at any of the 
three investors who spoke at the 
hearing, even when one of them 
turned in his direction and tried 
to address him.

After arguments began as to 
whether Madoff should remain 
free on bail, his lawyer Ira Sorkin 
described the bail conditions and

See mADOFF, Page 3

Madoff denied bail 
and ordered to jail 
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John P. Nichols Jr.
John P. “Chuck” Nichols Jr., 79, of Big Spring 

died Thursday, March 12, 2009, at his residence.  
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

Russell McKiski
Russell McKiski, 62, of Big Spring died Wednesday, 

March 11, 2009, at Medical Center Hospital in 
Odessa. Services are pending at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.  

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity:

• JUSTEN VOGEL, 35, 2205 Warren, was arrested 
on a charge of possession of drug paraphernalia.

• YCIDRO VILLAREAL III, 41, 2929 W. Kansas, 
was arrested on a charge of assault causing bodily 
injury/family violence.

• A.J. ARTHUR, 21, 2750 S. 10th, was arrested on a 
charge of possession of drug paraphernalia.

• CASH CORBELL, 21, 205 Driver Rd., was arrest-
ed on charges of possession of drug paraphernalia 
and possession of a controlled substance.

• CACEE CORBELL, 25, 205 Driver Rd., was ar-
rested on charges of possession of drug parapherna-
lia and possession of a controlled substance.

• STEVE ALAN HANNABASS, 51, 3611 Dixon, 
was arrested on a charge of driving while license 
suspended/invalid.

• LIONSO LEE JIMENEZ III, 30, 1504 Sycamore, 
was arrested on a charge of possession of drug para-
phernalia and a parole violation warrant.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 
1900 block of Highway 87.

• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the 
2500 block of March.

• CRIMINAL TRESPASS WARNING was reported 
in the 1800 block of Settles.

• DRIVING WHILE LICENSE SUSPENDED/IN-
VALID was reported in the 3600 block of Dixon.

• POSSESSION OF DRUG PARPAHERNALIA was 
reported in the 1300 block of Runnels.

• THEFT was reported in the 400 block of 
Birdwell.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity (Note: Officials reported 50 pris-
oners in the county jail):

• BRANDON SHANE ANDERSON, 26, was ar-
rested on a bench warrant for unauthorized use of 
a vehicle.

• DANIEL PARKER WHITE, 28, was arrested on 
charges of possession of a controlled substance and 
driving while intoxicated.

• KAILA ROCHELLE EDWARDS, 19, was arrested 
on a charge of speeding and on six warrants.

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency Med-
ical Service reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of 
Birdwell. One person was transported to SMMC.

• GRASS FIRE was reported in the 2600 block of 
W. Highway 80.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting, 

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers 
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birth-
day night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of 
each month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to 

noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 
p.m.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and 

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the 
month. For information, call Nancy Hale at 398-
5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets 
at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and 
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the 

First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels 
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are wel-
come. For more information, contact Sherry Hod-
nett at 264-7599.

• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St. 

• Celebrate Recovery, a 12-Step program, meets 
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 811 W. Fifth St.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. 
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call (432) 517-9207 for informa-
tion.

• Michael Quinn Sullivan will be the guest speak-
er at a meeting of the West Texas Pachyderms, set 
for 7 p.m. March 18 in Howard College’s Hall Audi-
torium. Admission is free. For more information, 
contact Melanie Gambrell at 267-7387.

• Howard County A&M Club is accepting applica-
tions from high school students who are graduat-
ing in May and have been accepted at Texas A&M 
for fall 2009. Students must be Howard County resi-
dents who plan to enroll for at least 12 hours.

• The Family History Center (genealogy library) 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
will be open from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesdays. 
If you need assistance in searching out your ances-
tors, bring all the information you have about your 
family and we will be happy to assist you. For more 
information, contact R.A. McKay at (432) 553-8127.

• Big Spring resident Velma Campbell was on va-
cation in Arizona when she had a massive stroke. 
She has since been transported to a hospital in Lub-
bock. She has many friends and is an avid bowler. 
If anyone would like to help, a savings account has 
been set up at Wells Fargo.

  The savings account number is 9662778118.

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 26-36-54-31-42-24.
Number matching six of six: 0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 35-33-29-24-25.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order:

1-9-2-7. Sum It Up: 19

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order:

1-0-0. Sum It Up: 1

Police blotter

Support Groups

Take Note
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Fire/EMS

Obituaries Your Local Weather
Fri

3/13

35/33
Showers early becoming
less numerous later in
the day. Cold.

Sat
3/14

57/37
Morning clouds fol-
lowed by afternoon sun.

Sun
3/15

72/42
Mainly sunny. Highs in
the low 70s and lows in
the low 40s.

©2009 American Profile Hometown Content Service

TODAY
• Big Spring Main Street meets at noon in the 

Railroad Museum located at Second and Main 
streets.

• League of United Latin American Citizens LU-
LAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. The public 
is invited.  

• American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at 
3203 W. Highway 80.

• The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 
E. Third St. The public is invited to these meet-
ings. For more information contact Lola Lamb at 
263-3340.

• Neighbors and Newcomers Club meets. New 
members are welcome. Call 263-2005 for more in-
formation.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 
267-7281.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restau-
rant.

• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon 
at the Howard College Cactus Room.

• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY
• The Big Spring-Howard County Retired Teach-

er’s Association meets in the Cactus Room at 
Howard College, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Lunch will 
be served at 11:30 a.m. 

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets 
at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and 
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Call 213-1342 or 263-6819. 

• Evening Lions Club meets at 6:45 p.m. at Drag-
on China Buffett. 

• DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 
p.m. at 610 Abrams St.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. 
at 606 E. Third.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell 
Lane. 

• Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in 
the high school band hall. All band parents are 
invited to attend. 

• Howard County Master Gardeners meet at 5:30 
p.m. in the basement of the county courthouse. 
The public is invited.

• Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Howard County Library. All working artists 
and those interested in art are invited to attend.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 
p.m. at 221 Main.

 
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board

Lottery

FCI prisoner guilty
of assaulting officer
Herald Staff Report

LUBBOCK — An 
inmate at the Federal 
Correctional Institution 
in Big Spring was con-
victed in U.S. District 
Court here Tuesday of 
assaulting a federal offi-
cer.

Ray Ramirez-Bueno, 
45, was found guilty of 
assaulting correction-
al officer Terry Curtis 
Lloyd in March 2008. 
The inmate faces a maxi-
mum statutory sentence 
of eight years in prison 
and a $250,000 fine.

According to evi-
dence presented at 
trial, Officer Lloyd was 
conducting a search of 
inmate lockers on the 
third floor of the Sunset 
Range at FCI Big Spring 
on March 6, 2008. 

When Lloyd attempt-
ed to search inmate 
Ramirez-Bueno’s lock-
er, Ramirez-Bueno 

slammed his right shoul-
der into the locker door, 
causing it to close on 
the officer’s right hand.  
Ramirez-Bueno refused 
to submit to hand 
restraints and assumed 
a fighting stance with 
corrections officers.  
Ramirez-Bueno later 
threatened to kill the 
officers if they touched 
him, according to tes-
timony.  Eventually, 
Ramirez-Bueno agreed 
to go to the lieutenant’s 
office, where he submit-
ted to hand restraints 
and was sent to the 
Special Housing Unit.

The case was inves-
tigated by the FBI and 
the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons, Office of 
Special Investigative 
Services. Assistant U.S. 
Attorneys Ann Cruce-
Roberts and Jeffrey R. 
Haag of the Lubbock 
U.S. Attorney’s Office 
prosecuted the case.
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to help Kids’ Zone and 
they had to liquidate the 
property,” said Ed 
Moughon of the Rotary 
Club.

The auction is the 
highlight of Rotary ef-
forts to raise $25,000 for 
the renovation of Kids’ 
Zone, which was heav-
ily damaged by arson in 
December.

“Club President Jim 
Little and Hollis Mc-
Cright were instru-
mental in getting this 
established,” Moughon 
said. “The money will 
go to the city, to be ear-
marked for the Kids’ 
Zone project.”

So far, the Rotar-
ians have raised about 
$10,000. Moughon is 
hopeful that the auction 
will raise the remainder 
of the club’s goal.

Aside from the above-

mentioned bus, a 1984 
Ford that club members 
said is in very good con-
dition, other items avail-
able at the auction will 
include an extensive set 
of woodworking tools, 
pool and air hockey ta-
bles and antique toys, 
Moughon said.

“There is really an 
impressive amount of 
items available for auc-
tion,” he said.

The Rotarians are just 
one of many groups that 

have stepped up to help 
renovate the playground 
area.

“It doesn’t surprise 
me that so many people 
want to help,” Moughon 
said. “The people of Big 
Spring are extremely 
giving. When you look 
at all the projects the 
people of this commu-
nity support, it’s obvi-

ous that our citizens 
give a lot. This is just 
another example of why 
this community is such 
a good place to live.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com
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AN
    ENCOURAGING
                        WORD

         By Eddy Pitchford

The importance of our words cannot be overstated. We understand our words really can 
hurt people and break relationships. We realize our words have the potential to 
encourage and strengthen people. We know our words reflect our hearts.

Your family and friends experience assaults on their faith each day. Why not strengthen 
them with comments that point them to the reality of God and the reward He gives those 
who diligently seek Him?

Help your neighbors and co-workers realize life and death are not hopeless. Speak of 
God in ways that provide an anchor of stability and encouragement in tough times. 
Share words of patience and kindness so colleagues will find their way through the 
maze of daily life.

"A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver." (Proverbs 25:11)

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.............................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship..........................................5:00 PM
Wednesday Class.......................................7:00 PM
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“When It Comes To Your Healthcare, You Want A Professional!”

108 W. FM 700 RD. • (432) 264-0353 9032

Best Loser
Weigh-In

Best Loser: Fat To Fitness Community Challenge

YMCA
MARCH 9, 10, 11, 12 & 13
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Sponsored by

AND

Of Big Spring, Texas16439
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2000
 Harley Classic

Excellent Condition
35K Miles

$7,800

Call

432-352-3640
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Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 05/03/09
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 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Russell McKiski, 62, 
died Wednesday. Services 
are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

John P. "Chuck" Nichols, 
Jr., 79, died Thursday. 
Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  

MADOFF
Continued from Page 1

how Madoff had, “at his 
wife’s own expense,” 
paid for private security 
at his $7 million pent-
house.

Loud laughter erupt-
ed among some of the 
more than 100 specta-
tors crammed into the 
large courtroom on the 
24th floor of the federal 
courthouse in lower 
Manhattan. The judge 
warned the spectators 
to remain silent.

The fraud turned a re-
vered money man into 
an overnight global dis-
grace whose name be-
came synonymous with 
the current economic 
meltdown.

Madoff described his 
crimes after he entered 
a guilty plea to all 11 
counts he was charged 
with, including fraud, 
perjury, theft from an 
employee benefit plan, 
and two counts of inter-
national money laun-
dering.

Prosecutors say the 

disgraced financier, 
who has spent three 
months under house ar-
rest in his $7 million in 
Manhattan penthouse, 
could face a maximum 
sentence of 150 years in 
prison at sentencing.

Madoff explained his 
scheme by telling the 
judge that he believed 
the fraud would be 
short-term and that he 
could extricate himself.

The plea came three 
months after the FBI 
claimed Madoff admit-
ted to his sons that his 
once-revered invest-
ment fund was all a big 
lie — a Ponzi, or pyra-
mid, scheme that was 
in the billions of dollars. 
Since his arrest in De-
cember, the scandal has 
turned the 70-year-old 
former Nasdaq chair-
man into a pariah who 
has worn a bulletproof 
vest to court.

The scheme evaporat-

ed life fortunes, wiped 
out charities and ap-
parently pushed at least 
two investors to commit 
suicide. Victims big and 
small were swindled by 
Madoff, from elderly 
Florida retirees to ac-
tors Kevin Bacon and 
Kyra Sedgwick and No-
bel Peace Prize winner 
Elie Wiesel.

AUSTIN (AP) — Chalk 
one up for the Republi-
cans.

After an all-night de-
bate and questioning 
of witnesses, the GOP 
won its first Senate vote 
Wednesday on a bill that 
would impose tougher 
identification require-
ments on Texans at the 
ballot box.

The public hearing 
on the legislation liter-
ally went around the 
clock as senators heard 
from expert witnesses 
and a handful of aver-
age citizens who found 
themselves unexpect-
edly spending the night 
in the Senate gallery 
for a chance to speak 
out until a three-minute 
buzzer rang. More than 
100 who had signed up 
to testify, unable to stay 
the 20-plus hours that 
most endured, left be-
fore their names were 
called.

No one was surprised 
that a special Senate 
panel, which includes 
all 31 senators and Re-
publican Lt. Gov. David 
Dewhurst, approved 
the legislation along 
straight party lines in 
a 20-12 vote just before 
10 a.m. The vote all but 
assures it will pass the 
Senate and be sent to 
the House as early as 
Monday.

The voter ID bill is be-
ing driven by Senate 
Republicans over fierce 
opposition from Demo-
crats, who promised a 
legal challenge if the bill 

ultimately passes.
The approval included 

a rare vote by Dewhurst, 
who presides over the 
Senate and pushed 
for the bill despite the 
threat it would anger 
Democrats and split the 
chamber along rigid 
party lines.

“Regrettably, it has 
been made a partisan is-
sue by some of the hard-
core Democrats and 
hardcore Republicans,” 
Dewhurst said.

Democrats have com-
pared the proposal to 
a modern-day poll tax. 
Republicans say the ID 
requirements, which 
would take effect in 
time for the pivotal 2010 
elections, are necessary 
to stop voter fraud.

CASINO 
GAMBLING

Two Gulf Coast legis-
lators filed a proposal 
Wednesday that would 
allow Texas voters to 
decide to allow casino 
gambling in Galveston 
and other parts of the 
state.

Democratic Reps. Car-
ol Alvarado and Craig 
Eiland are trying to pass 
a proposed state con-
stitutional amendment 
that would allow casino 
gambling on barrier is-
lands adjacent to Gulf 
Coast counties, which 
would include Galves-
ton, and in large cities 
with populations over 
675,000, like Houston.

It also calls for allow-
ing gambling on Amer-

ican Indian lands in 
Texas and at existing 
racetracks.

The wide-reaching 
gambling proposal 
would have voters go to 
the polls in November to 
decide on the constitu-
tional amendment. The 
measure calls for the 
governor to convene the 
Legislature in a special 
session by June 2010 to 
pass more legislation to 
implement the legalized 
gambling.

Some have suggested 
allowing casino gam-
bling in Galveston is 
a way to revitalize the 
island city in the wake 
of the destruction of 
Hurricane Ike. Eiland 
is from Galveston and 
is pushing a number of 
legislative proposals to 
benefit the area. Alvar-
ado is a former Houston 
city council member.

Their proposal is one 
of several pieces of gam-
bling legislation filed 
this session.

PUPPY 
MILL BILL

Breeders who keep 
hundreds of cats and 
dogs in cramped, squal-
id surroundings are 
the target of a bill filed 
Wednesday that would 
require those with more 
than 11 unneutered fe-
male animals to submit 
to licensing, annual in-
spections, background 
checks and penalties as 
high as $5,000 per ani-
mal if they violate mini-
mum care standards.

Advocates for the leg-
islation say it will al-
low the state to regu-
late breeders and pre-
vent animal cruelty in 
so-called puppy mills, 
while opponents say it 
puts unnecessary strain 
on small breeders and 
could put them out of 
business.

The legislation by 
Houston Democratic 
Rep. Senfronia Thomp-
son would create a com-
mercial breeder license 
and an advisory council 
that would set minimum 
standards for staffing, 
cages, food and social-
ization of animals.

“We really want to 
clean up this industry 
because we think the 
animals deserve bet-
ter,” Thompson said. “I 
think that most persons 
who love animals and 
who want to take care of 
them, want them to be 
in that type of environ-
ment.”

The proposed bill 
would also make it il-
legal to operate as or 
deal with an unlicensed 
breeder and would cap 
breeders at 50 unneu-
tered adult animals.

Breeders who sell di-
rectly to consumers are 
not currently regulated 
in Texas, and investi-
gations typically start 
with complaints from 
neighbors and the com-
munity.

The American Kennel 
Club inspects breeders 
who are registered with 
them, and current fed-

eral law requires that 
breeders be inspected 
only if they sell to pet 
stores.

REDISTRICTING 
FLAP

Rep. Mark Homer, D-
Paris, says that Repub-
licans’ argument that 
Attorney General Greg 
Abbott should not testify 
in a Senate voter identi-
fication hearing means 
Abbott also should be 
removed from the state 
redistricting board.

The Republican chair-
man of the Senate com-
mittee of the whole said 
Abbott should not be 
testifying because liti-
gation is imminent. The 
GOP-controlled Senate 
committee approved 
the voter ID measure 
Wednesday.

Homer had earlier filed 
a resolution proposing a 
constitutional amend-
ment to replace the at-
torney general on the 
Legislative Redistrict-
ing Board with the agri-
culture commissioner.

The attorney general’s 
participation in redis-
tricting “would create 
an even more apparent 
conflict with even more 
imminent litigation 
coming out of it,” Hom-
er said.

Currently the Legisla-
tive Redistricting Board 
— which can be called 
upon to redraw state 
legislative districts — is 
composed of five mem-
bers: the lieutenant gov-
ernor, the House speak-

er, the attorney general, 
the comptroller and the 
land commissioner.

BUILDING 
HOMES

Home Owners for Bet-
ter Building is making 
its presence known at 
the Capitol. The group 
championed several 
pieces of legislation 
Wednesday and urged 
reforms at the Texas 
Residential Construc-
tion Commission.

HOBB is asking its 
activists to write a one-
page letter about bad 
experiences with their 
residential builders and 
to send it to Texas elect-
ed officials.

QUOTE 
OF THE DAY

“I think they’re run-
ning over us. How does 
it feel?” — Sen. John 
Whitmire, D-Houston, 
on Senate Republicans 
pushing through a voter 
ID bill on a 20-12 vote in 
which every Democrat 
voted against it.

Legislative roundup: GOP wins first Senate vote



I
f Barack Obama truly 
wanted change then he 
would propose throwing out 
our tax system and replac-

ing it with a flat tax. No more 
sales tax, no more estate tax and 
no more to a thousand other 
little taxes; simply 
everyone paying 
the same rate on 
a dollar for dollar 
basis.

A truly just 
society would tax 
every dollar the 
same. 

Whether you 
make $10,000 or $10 
million a year, ev-
eryone paying an 
equal percentage 
on a dollar for dol-
lar basis remains 
the only fair method of taxation.

Of course, this will never 
happen because when Obama 
says he wants change, he means 
change from what George Bush 
did not actual change. 

Actual change would mean not 
pandering to your “base” and 
not delivering a better deal for 
the people that like you while 
sticking it to those who don’t.

Whether we have a Repub-
lican or a Democrat in office, 
implementing a flat tax is nearly 
impossible because a fair system 
of taxation favors nobody and 
that makes it awfully hard to get 
votes. 

Politicians need votes to keep 
their jobs and getting votes re-
quires pandering to large bodies 
of voters, but not all voters.

Obama got elected partly be-
cause he favors taxing the rich 
while two George Bush’s got 
elected partly because they did 
not. Making everyone pay his or 
her fair share wouldn’t be popu-
lar with anyone because people 
don’t vote based on fairness, 
they vote based on who will give 
them the biggest break.

Currently, the rich think the 
poor get away without paying 
taxes and the poor think the 
rich have enough money so they 
should always pay more. The 
middle class gets it from both 
sides and nobody ever thinks 
anyone else pays enough. 

Similarly, small businesses 
feel they get a raw deal com-
pared to larger companies and 
big businesses feel the govern-
ment takes advantage of their 

success. Nobody wants to pay 
capital gains, inheritance taxes, 
sales tax or any of the dozens of 
other taxes that eat away at our 
hard earned money each day.

Basically, no person wants to 
share his hard-earned money 
with the government and nearly 
everybody thinks they get a raw 
deal. 

Of course, exactly who gets 
screwed by the IRS depends on 
which political party has con-
trol.

If everyone paid the same 
percentage of taxes on every 
dollar earned, not matter how 
those dollars were earned, than 
nobody could complain. Apply 
this model to all forms of income 
be they from working, investing, 
winning the lottery or anything 
else, we would all face the same 
burden.

President Obama should cast 
aside the politics, throw away 
the polls and do what it right. It 
may not be popular, but it would 
be change we can believe in.

Daniel B. Kline’s work appears 
in more than 100 papers weekly. 
He can be reached by e-mail at 
dan@notastep.com.
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Troops for a fool’s errand

Tax every dollar equally

T
he gravel crunched 
unexpectedly in our 
driveway so I went out 
to see what was up. Lo, 

a U.S. government car bear-
ing a bright-eyed, bushy-tailed 
young man in camouflage gear. 
A recruiter. He 
was looking for a 
prospect with my 
wife’s name. Upon 
learning that she 
had lately turned 
73, he appeared a 
bit crestfallen, but 
only for an instant. 
Then he graciously 
gathered himself 
and agreed to leave 
a recruiting packet 
for us to convey to 
someone younger, 
maybe unemployed. The Navy, 
perhaps working from the same 
classified list, sent a similar 
piece by mail.

The packet was chock full of 
well-scrubbed determined young 
faces, building a future while 
protecting their nation. The 
text was awash with promises 
of strength, challenge, vari-
ety, potential, bonuses, tuition 
aid, counseling, and stipends. 
No mention of wounds, funer-
als, homelessness, suicides, 
or post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD). No photos of the 
maimed or the deceased return-
ing from the front, either.

Recruiters, being savvy, know 
well all these omissions, which 
are internally corrosive to some 
of their own sensitive souls. 
They commit suicide at an ac-
celerated rate, much like com-
bat veterans. Indeed, with the 
current reduction in fighting, 

suicide deaths in the military 
are now about equal to combat 
deaths.

Conversely, some non-suicidal 
troops just say, “Screw it,” and 
desert. The Pentagon admits 
that about 5,000 are simply 
missing from duty, many no 
longer willing to impose further 
degradation upon the residents 
of a devastated and occupied 
land. By definition deserters 
are scarcely in a position to tell 
their stories back home, but it 
wouldn’t matter much anyway. 
The patriotic corporate press 
does not traffic in such imperial 
embarrassments.

Nor does the press dwell on 
the millions in Pentagon spend-
ing to “Support our Troops.” 
Donald Rumsfeld created that 
bogus civilian organization to 
gin up excitement for the war. 
It gave out ribbons, magnets, 
comic books, DVDs, dog tags and 
wristbands. The patriotic press 
loved it. Unfortunately, lacking 
adequate oversight, the unit 
became as financially corrupt 
as it was morally corrupt, even 
dragging the “Stars and Stripes” 
newspaper into its misspending 
schemes.

Only recently, in fact, has 
the press even caught on to the 
reality that personal hazard for 
returning soldiers does not end 
with discharge. The evils that 
they have seen and endured, and 
maybe participated in, stick to 
them like burrs. Mental illness 
abounds, leading to breakup of 
families, joblessness, homeless-
ness and attempted suicides, 
which are now estimated at 
about 1,000 per month.

The federal response to this 

hardship is much like that of a 
former car owner who finally 
unloads the thing on eBay. He 
doesn’t want to hear about it 
again. But like bad pennies, 
needy vets keep popping up. 
They want treatment for PTSD, 
Gulf War Syndrome, and rape, 
as well as for lingering physical 
wounds. They also want those 
benefits that were promised by 
so many bushy-tailed recruiters.

Retired General Eric Shinsecki 
is in charge of all that now at 
the Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment. He’s the one President 
George W. Bush demeaned for 
telling the truth about troop 
level needs in Iraq. We’ll see if 
he gets canned again for telling 
the truth about the needs of vets. 
Since President Barack Obama, 
like his predecessor, seeks to 
prosecute the war in Afghani-
stan, he may not be thrilled at 
the bad news about veterans 
any more than was President 
Bush. Even today, the Pentagon 
is reluctant to alert the VA as to 
who is coming home to be dis-
charged, and our governor has 
killed a state program tracking 
their needs here. The recruiters 
don’t mention any of that.

From a practical standpoint, 
the president might save him-
self a lot of grief by appointing 
a commission to figure out if we 
really need to be in Afghanistan 
at all. It already has a reputa-
tion as the graveyard of empires. 
Maybe we should not put our 
own at such needless risk. 

 
Columnist William A. Collins 

is a former state representative 
and a former mayor of Norwalk, 
Conn.

Excerpts from recent editorials in newspapers in 
the United States:

Herald-Palladium, St. Joseph, Mich., on physician 
reviews online:

Many doctors are not amused by what they are 
reading on several online sites in which patients 
post reviews of the care they have received. In 
many cases doctors have been targets of unflatter-
ing comments.

In response, some physicians are asking patients 
to sign waivers before doctors will agree to offer 
their services. ...

It’s a nice try, but we hardly think the waiver 
system will really make a dent in heading off this 
trend. ...

Besides, we are not convinced doctors have any 
right to effectively place a gag order on patients 
from speaking out. Isn’t it beneficial for other 
patients to be able to read such reviews? Don’t 
patients have a right to offer opinions for mass 
consumption regarding the treatment they’ve 
received? It’s an interesting question, and one that 
perhaps the courts will one day sort out.

That said, we can understand the frustration 
doctors feel, especially if they are unfairly tar-
geted by vindictive patients. One of the unsettling 
realities of the Internet is that reputations often 
are trashed anonymously. ...

This is the reality of the modern wired world. 
Doctors, as much as anyone else, are going to have 
to get used to it.

Chicago Sun-Times, on Rush Limbaugh and the 
Republican Party:

Republican National Committee Chairman 
Michael Steele had the audacity the other day 
to say something less than sterling about Rush 
Limbaugh.

In what apparently passes for tough criticism of 
Limbaugh these days, Steele mentioned the obvi-
ous: Limbaugh is “an entertainer” whose show 
can be “incendiary” and “ugly.” ...

Limbaugh claims he has no desire to lead the 
Republican Party. But he has stepped into a 
vacuum in the party, and as a radio demagogue 
whose rants can trigger thousand of phone calls to 
offending politicians from angry fans, he brooks 
no disagreement.

Neither the Republican Party nor political dis-
course in this country is the better for it.

As the minority party in Congress, Republicans 
can and must play an important role in governing 
America, challenging Obama’s policies and pro-
moting conservative alternatives. ...

But Limbaugh isn’t really into complex ideas. 
He isn’t into listening to people who disagree with 
him. ...

Rush can be a funny guy — sort of like ol’ Uncle 
Charlie can be funny after he has one too many at 
the family holiday party and gets all outrageous. 
The problem is Uncle Charlie is funny for about 10 
minutes, then his shtick gets awful old, awful fast.

The (Nashville) Tennessean, on nationalizing 
America’s banks:

The debate is raging over the approach to strug-
gling American banks, in part because of a much-
misused word: nationalization.

Some Republican leaders say that is what the 
Obama administration is trying to do: a complete 
government takeover of banks. Obama’s treasury 
secretary, Timothy Geithner, his White House 
spokesman and others deny it, insisting that they 
know government officials make bad bankers. ...

The biggest mistake would be to let such label-
ing get in the way of trying to do something about 
the situation banks are in. A look at the major 
banks’ balance sheets, even after billions of tax-
payer dollars have been handed to them from the 
Troubled Assets Relief Fund or other programs, 
should make us consider a variety of options as 
the nation tries to dig out of a deep recession. ...

Rather than paint any federal intervention as 
“nationalization,” the best course may be to let the 
administration offer constructive support to keep 
good banks in business, while the justice system 
roots out those individuals who are found to have 
manipulated the system for personal gain.

a small Prayer

May we not cling to the past, Lord, but cling 
to Your word.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Roche agrees to take over 
California-based Genentech

GENEVA (AP) — Switzerland’s Roche said Thurs-
day it has agreed to buy all the remaining shares in 
Genentech for $46.8 billion in a takeover described 
as the largest in Swiss corporate history.

The deal, approved and recommended by Genen-
tech’s board, offers $95 for each outstanding Genen-
tech Inc. share and ends a long corporate struggle 
between the Basel, Switzerland-based pharmaceu-
tical giant and its cancer-drug partner.

Roche Holding AG, which already owns 56 per-
cent of the stock of the South San Francisco-based 
company, had increased its bid to $93 per share last 
Friday.

Roche’s initial bid of $89 per share was rejected 
in July. It then surprised Genentech and Wall 
Street with a lowered $86.50-per-share bid on Jan. 
30, aimed directly at shareholders and seeking to 
bypass Genentech’s board.

Hanging over the negotiations have been expecta-
tions of study data on the effectiveness of Genen-
tech’s Avastin in treating early-stage colon can-
cer. The drug, Genentech’s best-selling product, is 
already approved for various types of breast, lung 
and colon cancers.

U.S. foreclosures rise, remain 30 
percent above last year’s levels

WASHINGTON (AP) — Despite halts on new fore-
closures by several major lenders, the number of 
households threatened with losing their homes 
rose 30 percent in February from last year’s levels, 
RealtyTrac reported Thursday.

Nationwide, nearly 291,000 homes received at 
least one foreclosure-related notice last month, up 
6 percent from January, according to the Irvine, 
Calif-based company. While foreclosures are high-
ly concentrated in the Western states and Florida, 
the problem is spreading to states like Idaho, Illi-
nois and Oregon as the U.S. economy worsens.

“It doesn’t bode well,” for the embattled U.S. 
housing market, said Rick Sharga, vice president 
for marketing at RealtyTrac, a foreclosure listing 
firm. “At least for the foreseeable future, it’s going 
to continue to be pretty ugly.”

The rise in foreclosure filings came despite tem-
porary halts to foreclosures by Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, and major banks JPMorgan Chase, 
Morgan Stanley, Citigroup and Bank of America. 
Those companies pledged to do so in advance of 
President Barack Obama’s plan to stem the foreclo-
sure crisis, which was launched last week.

Report: High medical costs, 
subpar results drag U.S. down 
in global economy

WASHINGTON (AP) — If the global economy were 
a 100-yard dash, the U.S. would start 23 yards behind 
its closest competitors because of health care that 
costs too much and delivers too little, a business 
group says in a report to be released Thursday.

The report from the Business Roundtable, which 
represents CEOs of major companies, says Ameri-
ca’s health care system has become a liability in a 
global economy.

Concern about high U.S. costs has existed for 
years, and business executives — whose companies 
provide health coverage for workers — have long 
called for getting costs under control. Now Presi-
dent Barack Obama says the costs have become un-
sustainable and the system must be overhauled.

Americans spend $2.4 trillion a year on health 
care. 

The Business Roundtable report says Americans 
in 2006 spent $1,928 per capita on health care, at 
least two-and-a-half times more per person than 
any other advanced country.

Close-knit, rural Alabama town 
stunned by shy, quiet gunman

SAMSON, Ala. (AP) — Many residents of this 
quiet, close-knit farming community could hear 
the rapid crackling of automatic gunfire that killed 
nine of their neighbors. Others got frantic phone 
calls from friends or relatives.

But none of them knew yet that the heavily armed 
gunman grew up among them, playing Little League 
baseball, graduating from the local high school and 
working by their sides at local factories.

Those who knew 28-year-old Michael McLendon 
and even those who just remembered his name or 
face couldn’t believe his rampage across two coun-
ties near the Florida border Tuesday that left him, 
five of his relatives and five bystanders dead.

Josh Smith played baseball with McLendon when 
they were young and later went to Samson High 
School with him, although he had not seen him 
since graduation.

McLendon began his killing spree a dozen miles 
from Samson in Kinston in Coffee County, where 
he burned down the home he shared with his moth-
er, killing her. It ended about an hour later with 
him taking his own life after a shootout with po-
lice in nearby Geneva at Reliable Metals, where he 
worked until 2003.

In between, he gunned down four relatives and 
the wife and 18-month-old daughter of a local sher-
iff’s deputy on a wide front porch that looks like so 
many others in Samson. He then turned his gun 
next door and killed his 74-year-old grandmother 
and sent panicked bystanders fleeing and ducking 
behind cars.

McLendon then drove off, spraying bullets 
through the town lined with old brick buildings, 
killing three more bystanders.

Teen gunman kills 15 in Germany 
before taking own life after shootout

WINNENDEN, Germany (AP) — A 17-year-old 
wielding a Beretta 9 mm pistol burst into class-
rooms at his former high school Wednesday and 
gunned down students — some of whom died with 
their pencils still in hand — in a rampage that end-
ed with 15 dead before he took his own life, authori-
ties said.

There was no immediate indication of motive, but 
the gunman’s victims were primarily female: eight 
of nine students killed were girls, and all three 
teachers were women. Three men were killed later 
as the suspect, identified by police as Tim K., fled.

“I heard two shots and then screaming,” said a 
15-year-old student who gave her name only as Bet-
ty. “At first I thought it was a joke, but then some-
one called ‘Run, run!’ and I saw students jumping 
out of the windows and took off running.”

The gunman — dressed in all black — took stu-
dents in the first classroom completely by surprise, 
evidenced by the morbid scene that awaited the 
first officers to arrive, said regional police director 
Ralf Michelfelder.

Defiant Sudan leader calls world’s 
bluff on war crimes trial

KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — State radio has been 
broadcasting a message each morning since Su-
dan’s president became a wanted man: “Long live 
Sudan, free and defiant.”

President Omar al-Bashir’s response to his in-
dictment last week by the International Criminal 
Court has certainly been defiant: the immediate 
expulsion of nearly half the aid workers providing 
food, medicine and shelter to millions of victims of 
the 6-year-old war in the Darfur region.

Many observers fear the small hopes for compro-
mise have grown even smaller. The first interna-
tional attempt to prosecute a sitting head of state is 
likely to turn into a long standoff, with the people 
of Darfur suffering the most.

News Briefs▼
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Send-off banquet for
Howard women scheduled

The Howard College women’s basketball team 
will be leaving Saturday for the NJCAA National 
Tournament in Salina, Kan.

A banquet will be held for the team at 6 p.m. 
Friday in the foyer of the Coliseum. The public is 
invited to attend. Anyone wanting to help with the 
meal can contact Stan Feaster at 816-9480.

Howard was seeded sixth in the tourney and will 
face Kaskaskia College (Ill.) in the first round of 
the double-elimination bracket.

BSGSA registration
continues Saturday

The Big Spring Girls Softball Association is hold-
ing sign-ups for the 2009 season continues at 10 
a.m. Saturday at the Big Spring Mall. 

Subsequent sign up date is the following Saturday 
from 10 a m. to 5 p.m.

Girls ages 4-14 are eligible to play with a registra-

tion fee of $65. 
The fee covers full uniform.
Late registration after Saturday will include a 

$10 extra charge.
For more information, contact Lucy Ramirez at 

466-3670.

Lady Steers boosters
meeting Monday at ATC

The Big Spring Lady Steers Booster Club is meet-
ing at 5:45 p.m. Monday in the Athletic Training 
Center.

All parents of Lady Steers athletes in junior high 
or high school are encouraged to attend.

Moss Creek hosting ATV
and side-by-side races

The Texas Crossroads Racing Circuit is having 
an event hosted by Moss Creek Lake March 22.

Events feature a variet of ATV and side-by-side 
vehicles.

Registration starts at 7 a.m. with the first races 
taking place at 8 a.m. A required $15 for TCRC 
membership will be charged along with entrance 
fees for each individual race. 

For more information or directions to to event, 
visit www.texascrc.net.

BSCC hosting 3-person
scramble April 4-5

The Big Spring Country Club is hosting a 3-per-
son scramble tournament April 4-5 with a 1 p.m. 
shotgun start both days.

Entry fee is $60 per player plus golf cart. Private 
carts are welcome. 

Entry includes barbecue on the course April 4 
and practice rounds the day before. 

Field will e flighted by first round score withe 
number of flights being determined by the number 
of entries. 

Call the Pro Shop at 267-5354 for more informa-
tion or to enter a team.

Sports in brief

By JEFF LATZKE
AP Sports Writer

OKLAHOMA CITY — Dexter 
Pittman dominated inside with a 
career-high 26 points and 10 
rebounds, leading Texas past 
Colorado 67-56 Wednesday in the 
first round of the Big 12 tourna-
ment.

At 6-foot-10 and about 300 pounds, 
the oversized Pittman had his way 
against Colorado’s interior defense. 
He started out 9-for-10 from the field 
with four dunks and even hit his 
first five free throws.

Colorado (9-22) didn’t have an 
answer inside and could never break 
through against the 2-3 zone deployed 

by the Longhorns (21-10), going 4-for-
17 from 3-point range. Dwight 
Thorne II scored 15 to lead the 12th-
seeded Buffaloes, who set a new 
school record with their 22nd loss of 
the season.

Texas’ Damion James added 11 
points and 11 rebounds for his 15th 
double-double.

Pittman helps ‘Horns advance in Big 12 tourney

By JEFF LATZKE
AP Sports Writer

OKLAHOMA CITY — Mike 
Singletary single-handedly fueled 
a scintillating comeback that put 
Texas Tech in the Big 12 record 
books and left Texas A&M feeling 
a little less secure about its post-
season prospects.

Singletary led the biggest rally 
in Big 12 tournament history, 
scoring all 29 of Texas Tech’s 
points during a second-half surge 
that pushed the Red Raiders to a 
88-83 win against the Aggies on 
Wednesday night.

Singletary finished with 43 
points to break the tournament 
scoring record of 38 set by Iowa 
State’s Marcus Fizer in 2000 
against Baylor.

“I was just in the zone, I think,” 
Singletary said. “We didn’t want 
to lose this game. We didn’t want 
to go home.”

Texas Tech advances to play No. 
14 Missouri on Thursday.

The last basket in Singletary’s 
amazing stretch was a driving 
layup past Bryan Davis that put 
the Red Raiders (14-18) up 79-78 
with 39.4 seconds left and erased

See TECH, Page 12

AP photo/Sue Ogrocki

Texas Tech’s Mike Singletary (32) reacts after scoring against Texas 
A&M in the second half during an NCAA basketball game at the Big 12 
Conference men’s tournament in Oklahoma City, Wednesday. Singletary 
scored 43 points to lead Tech to an 88-83 upset of A&M.

Singletary
takes over
Sophomore guard 
scores 43, leads 
Tech past Aggies

By MURRAY EVANS
Associated Press Writer

OKLAHOMA CITY — Rebounding, 
Nebraska coach Doc Sadler says, has 
been the Cornhuskers’ Achilles heel in 
the latter stages of this basketball sea-
son. Baylor took advantage of that in a 
big way on Wednesday.

Led by a career-high 20 rebounds from 
Kevin Rogers, the Bears posted a 43-18 
advantage on the boards en route to a 
65-49 win over Nebraska in the opening 
game of the Big 12 tournament.

Curtis Jerrells scored 19 points and 
LaceDarius Dunn added 18 points on 
4-for-9 3-point shooting and grabbed 
eight rebounds for Baylor (18-13). The 
Bears won a first-round Big 12 tourna-
ment game for only the fifth time ever, 
but for the second time in the last three 
seasons.

The ninth-seeded Bears, who had 
entered the tournament having lost 10 
of their last 12 games, advanced to play 
top-seeded and No. 11 Kansas on 
Thursday.

“I think when you are struggling in 
conference, it is kind of like a weight 
vest ... and you just can’t wait to get the 
vest off,” Baylor coach Scott Drew said. 
“I think (in) the conference tournament, 
you’re able to take the vest off and you 
feel better.”

Ade Dagunduro scored 21 points for 
Nebraska (18-12), which now must hope 
for a berth in the National Invitation 
Tournament. Nebraska hasn’t advanced 
to second round of the Big 12 tourna-
ment in consecutive seasons since 1998 
and 1999.

The Cornhuskers beat Baylor 66-62 on 
Saturday in Waco, Texas, in the regular-
season finale for both teams, but the 
Bears used their size advantage to turn 
the tables. Baylor started 7-foot Josh 
Lomers and 6-foot-9 Rogers, who both 
are taller than anyone in Nebraska’s 
starting lineup.

“Rebounding has always been the 
emphasis, especially for a team like us,” 
said Rogers, who scored 10 points and 
posted his seventh double-double of the 
season. “We are not the biggest team 
and that’s been a focal point of ours the 

See BAYLOR, Page 12

Jerrells, Rogers
lift Baylor past
Nebraska, 65-49
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United States starting pitcher Ted Lilly 
stands by the mound as Venezuela’s 
Henry Blanco rounds the bases after 
hitting a solo home run during third 
inning action at the World Baseball 
Classic in Toronto Wednesday.

TORONTO (AP) — Francisco 
Rodriguez loves pitching for his 
country.

Henry Blanco homered and made a 
key throw in the ninth inning to help 
Rodriguez earn the save as Venezuela 
beat the United States 5-3 on 
Wednesday night to win Group C at 
the World Baseball Classic.

“For some reason I feel like right 
now I’m at another level,” said 
Rodriguez, who signed a $37 million, 
three-year contract with the New 
York Mets this offseason. “Just to be 
able to wear a Venezuelan jersey, it’s 
totally different for some reason. I 
don’t know why, but it’s totally dif-
ferent to be able to play with your 
country.

“I’m not saying I give it more 
(effort), I just feel more adrenaline, 
more pressure,” he added. “There’s 
no question about it. Don’t get me 
wrong. Every time I wear a different 

jersey I take it with a lot of pride, but 
today was something really special.”

Gregor Blanco added three hits for 
Venezuela, which avenged a 15-6 loss 
to the Americans on Sunday night.

“It’s a big deal for us, beating the 
United States, because they’re one of 
the greatest teams in the world,” he 
said. “We showed them we can play 
baseball, too. We showed them we 
can win games.”

Both teams are headed to the sec-
ond round of the tournament in 
Miami, where the U.S. will open 
against Group D winner Puerto Rico 
(3-0) on Saturday night.

Venezuela will face a surprising 
Netherlands team earlier in the day.

The matchup with Puerto Rico will 
reunite Derek Jeter with former 
Yankees teammate Bernie Williams.

“It’s going to be fun,” Jeter said. 
“I’m sure I’ll mess with him a little 
bit. He worked out with (the Yankees) 

in Tampa before we left. It’s always 
good to see Bernie.”

Chris Iannetta hit a two-run homer 
in the eighth inning but Team USA 
couldn’t finish the comeback in the 
ninth.

Jimmy Rollins walked and Jeter 
reached on a one-out error by third 
baseman Luis Maza. With cleanup 
hitter Kevin Youkilis at the plate, the 
United States tried a double steal and 
Blanco’s strong throw cut down Jeter 
— the trail runner — at second base.

“It was a perfect throw but I can’t 
get thrown out in that situation, not 
the tying run,” Jeter said. “We tried 
to be aggressive. I had an idea that 
Jimmy was going to go. That can’t 
happen, whether it was a perfect 
throw or not.”

Rodriguez closed it out on the next 
pitch by striking out Youkilis.

See WBC, Page 12

Venezuela tops U.S., 5-3, wins Group C
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Announcements
BIRTHMOTHER-WE’LL CARE
about you as you get to know 
us…open energetic family hop-
ing to become parents. Confi-
dential. Support provided. 
Nancy and Wayne
1-866-898-0208.

FUN IN The Air Inflatable 
Games out of Abilene, is NOW 
servicing your area. 

Visit 
www.funintheair

inflatables.vpweb.com
(325)232-6647

OWNER FINANCE,
$535.78/month. 1403 Tucson 
in Big Spring. Call agent 
432-816-9591.

Business Opportunity
SELF PROFESSIONALS
WANTED. Call 325-486-9712.

Cemetery Lots
2 LOTS at Trinity Memorial 
Park. Lots 184 “Meditation 
Section”. South of Chapel. 
$2,200 for both. Call 
(325)282-2095 or 
(325)721-5230.

2 SPACES up front in “Garden 
of Sharon” at Trinity Memorial 
Park. $3,000.00 for both. Call 
(432)935-4111, (361)851-0395

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Help Wanted
BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA
taking applications for Sales 
Clerk all shifts. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Apply at 
4911 South Hwy 87. No Phone 
Calls.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking Full-time 
LVN.  Great hours, friendly at-
mosphere. Call for appointment 
(432)714-4510, 1900 Scurry.

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Fire Fighter

Police Officer - 
Certified & Non-Certified 

Water Treatment 
Plant Tech

Part Time Cook
Human Resources Technician

Equal Opportunity 
Employer

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

Help Wanted
“DRIVERS”

Want to be home daily? 
Want scheduled 
days off weekly?

Want a sign on bonus 
up to $4000.00?

Excellent benefits include:
* Health
* Dental
* Vision
* 401K
* Safety bonus
Coastal Transport is now seek-
ing individuals to deliver petro-
leum product in and around 
surrounding areas of Big 
Spring. Must be 23 years of 
age, have a Class A license 
with Tanker and Haz-Mat en-
dorsements with 1 year 
tractor/trailer experience.
Please contact Russell @ 
1-888-527-7221 for more infor-
mation.

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FOOD SERVICE Manager. Ex-
perience necessary. Salary, 
Benefits. Fax resume to 
(817)656-9327. Apply in per-
son Student Center, Howard 
College.

FOOD SERVICE Workers 
needed. Experience neces-
sary. Great Pay, Flexible 
hours. Apply in person Student 
Center, Howard College.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Wanted 
You will work on a variety of 
print related projects from lo-
gos, branding, packaging, 
POS, advertisements, sales 
presentations, large banner 
graphics, magazine design and 
much more? The ideal candi-
date will have at least 2-3 
years of experience in graphic 
design and have a strong com-
mand of Adobe Programs. 
To apply please visit us online 
at www.themediaco.net or 
email your resume to 
brian@themediaco.net or call 
432-599-8018.

HOUSEKEEPER/ LAUNDRY
Attendant wanted. Please ap-
ply at the Comfort Inn at 2900 
East I-20. Must be reliable and 
pass background check.

Help Wanted
LOOKING FOR energetic per-
son to clean house twice a 
month. Must be thorough and 
pay great attention to detail. 
Call (432)264-6352.

MT/ MLT 
Mitchell County Hospital Dis-
trict in Colorado City seeks 
Certified Medical Technologists 
(MT) or Medical Laboratory 
Technicians (MLT) to join our 
team. Competitive salary and 
excellent benefits package. Ex-
perience preferred. Please 
send resume to: Karl Stinson, 
CEO, 997 W. 1-20, Colorado 
City, TX 79512, or fax: 
(325)728-8974. Applications 
are also available online at 
www.mitchellcounty
hospital.com

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING Bartenders and 
Cocktail waitresses.  Must be 
18.  Call the San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill at (432)267-1767 or 
213-0946.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is seeking a creative, en-
ergetic individual for the posi-
tion of Waitstaff/Cook. The po-
sition involves the day to day 
activities of a restaurant style 
dietary department. Pay based 
on experience. Apply in person 
at 501 W. 17th. Street.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now seeking a  
charge nurse. This position will 
offer retirement, paid vacation, 
health insurance bonus, great 
starting pay and a friendly 
working environment. Stop by 
or fill out an application online 
at www.parkviewnursing.net
3200 Parkway
432.263.4041.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

POSITION AVAILABLE at The 
Boys & Girls Club. Must have 
outgoing personality, patience, 
& love children. Apply at The 
Salvation Army Boys & Girls 
Club, 811 West 5th.

POST OFFICE Hiring Nation-
ally! Avg. pay $20/hr, $57K/yr 
including Federal Benefits, 
OT. Optional fee-based test 
prep materials, not affiliated 
with the US Postal Service. 
1-866-795-4058.

Help Wanted
REEF

Reef Services, LLC is seeking 
an oilfield production chemical

Sales Representative
Must have several years 
experience and extensive 

working knowledge of 
production chemicals.

Class B CDL, with hazmat 
& tanker helpful.
Salary position, 

company vehicles,
Full benefit plan, 401k match 

& bonus plan. 
EOE

Human Resources Department
P.O. Box 11347

Midland, Texas 79702
Email: hr@reefcorp.com

Fax: (800)504-1840

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

SHIMMY YOUR way to a 
healthier new you! Bellydance 
class starting Tuesday at 
7:00PM, Techno Salon, Big 
Spring Mall. Contact Victoria 
(432)816-3546 for more infor-
mation.

Items for Sale
$250 KING Pillow top no flip 
mattress & box set, NEW with 
Warranty. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
Wrought Iron Bed with Mat-
tress set. Both New $325. 
432-664-8980.

6PC. BEDROOM set. New, still 
in boxes. $450. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
BRAND NEW double/full size 
mattress set. $120. Twin matt 
set. $100. Both new, warranty. 
432-664-8980.

HUGE CHENILLE Sofa and 
Love Retails for $3350 need 
$1400 must see. 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
New Leather Sofa. Factory 
warranty. $700. 432-664-8980.

NAME BRAND Laptops - Ab-
solutely Free! Get the Laptop 
You Deserve New! Super Thin 
- Super Fast Includes Free 
Shipping! Log In Now!
www.SuperFreeLaptop.com

Lost and Found
LADIES BRACELET Lost on 
Wed. 4th. Has Great Sentimen-
tal Value. Generous Award. 
Call (432)213-6833.

Miscellaneous
ADJUSTABLE KING- NEW
bed and memory foam mat-
tress split king, list $5500, sell 
$1990. 806-549-3110...............
Cereamic tile dining set and 
chairs, BRAND NEW!!! $260. 
806-549-3110...........................

On the Farm
2008 HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
Tridan (Sweet)

1- 2500 Round Bales 5x6
806-239-1942

Pets
AKC AKITAS, Big beautiful 7 
weeks old. Current on shots. 
$300.00. Parents on premises. 
Going fast. Call 432-634-0667 
or 620-8855.

BOXER PUPPIES for Sale, 
$100.00 each. Call after 
5:00pm (432)213-4909.

Real Estate for Rent
$380/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 30 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 
x F086.

1505 TUCSON. Remodeled 
Four bedroom, two bath, CH/A. 
$750.00 Month, $500.00 de-
posit. No HUD, No pets 
non-smokers preferred. Refer-
ences required. Call 
(432)270-3849.

1900 ALABAMA 4 bdr, 2 bath, 
Newly remodeled. Fenced 
yard. $800/ month, $750/ de-
posit. Call after 5pm 
432-816-1255 or 263-8005.

2 BED/1BTH, 1000 SF. com-
pletely renovated with crown 
moldings, baseboards, new 
carpet, new appliances. $700 
rent month, $700 deposit, 
credit and criminal check. 
Please call between 
9:00am-8:00pm, 432-816-4453 
or email huellc@gmail.com for 
an application.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
$100. off 1st month rent!

1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2  Bdrm $395 month

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!
Under New Ownership

New Name
TANGLEWOOD GROVE 

APTS
Efficiency, 

One- Two- Three Bedroom
(Unfurnished)

*All New Appliances & Fixtures
*Security System in Place
*FREE HS Wireless Internet
*Picnic/BBQ Area 
*Laundry & Vending Facility

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432)714-4840
(559)309-1968

Real Estate for Sale
3 BEDROOM, 2 bath with Of-
fice, 2 car garage, shop, live 
stock barn with corrals on 4.9 
acres in Ackerly. $90,000.00 
Call 432-353-4731 or 
270-0215.

4 BEDROOM 3 bath Foreclo-
sure Only $44,900! For Listings
800-544-6258 x S382.

BY OWNER- 3547 Sq. Ft. 
Brick-  4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 3 
living rooms,  2 car garage, 
1-1/2 acres. 8403 Gail Hwy. 
Below appraisal $179,500.00. 
432-270-4646. 

OWNER FINANCE. 2/1. Low 
monthly. Low down. 1301 Park. 
(325)277-4923.

Real Estate for Sale
FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm, 2 
bath! Only $22,900!  Must see! 
For listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

HIGHLAND SOUTH 3 bed-
room, 2-1/12 bath, 2 living area 
and study. Recent updates, in-
cludes new master bath, carpet 
and crown molding. Manicured 
yard. Home Realtors, Linda 
Barnes, 432-270-0062.

OWNER FINANCED! Easy 
Terms, no closing costs! 1307 
Mt. Vernon & 1413 Sycamore. 
Call Lana at TruStar RE 
(432)264-8166.

LAND FOR Sale, 10 acres lo-
cated South of Big Spring in 
Tubbs Addition. Total fenced, 
pipe gate entrances. Interested 
parties call 432-466-1056.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath,  2,500 sq. ft.. 
$3,950. Down, $735. per 
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call United Agent 
(432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE- 2715 Cen-
tral Drive, Kentwood addition, 
near school. 3/2, fireplace, 
shop, fenced. $98,000.00 with 
Small Down. Payments 
$851.00 monthly. Call 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

RENOVATED 3 Bedroom, 3 
bath home in Kentwood. Se-
questered master, spacious 
den, bonus room and work-
shop, Home Realtors, Call 
Linda Barnes, 432-270-0062.

SMALL 2 bdr., 1 bath, fenced 
yard with deck, CH/A, 
432-263-6887 or 213-8220. 
Larger 2 bdr., 1 bath with den 
available soon!

OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 508 State Street- 2/1, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

VICTORIA HOME, 2101 Run-
nels. 3 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath.  2 
Lots, 12 foot ceilings, large 
back yard. $89,000.00. Call 
(432)816-2525.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
2000 HONDA Civic SI Cheap! 
$300 Firm! Runs! For listings 
800-544-1092 x N237.

Don’t throw those
unwanted items away!

Sell them!
Call

263-7331 and place your
garage sale in the Herald

Classified section and
receive a  Garage sale kit

Free!
Call Today!
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

Ventura-3-3-09.indd   1 3/3/09   8:14:25 AM

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

CONCRETE

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Alleys • Tilling
Hauling • Tree Trimming

Cleanout Storage Buildings
Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service
816-6150 - Cell

267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES 16624

16624 danny scoggin-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:10:37 PM

AC & HEATING

Crossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &

 Ice Machines
We service all makes

and models!
Cell: (432) 270-0501

24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C 27

04
0

CROSSROADS REF-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:08:18 PM

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

16693 johnson sheet metal REVISED.indd   1 2/27/09   2:11:31 PM

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

L & R 
Construction
 Custom Cabinets, Laminate 
Counter Tops, Entertainment 
Centers, Book Cases, Storage 

Cabinets, Bed Frames, 
Furniture, Home Remodeling, 

Repairs, Painting, 
Storage Buildings.

16
78

7

432-213-5540

16787 L & R Construction.indd   1 2/27/09   2:27:54 PM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Complete Home Remodel

Tile - Sheetrock - 
- Appliance Install -

Free Estimates
432-816-6282

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

18
30

3

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH

CALL
(432) 264-6134

“Se Habla Espanol”
*With RAL Approval

On Income Tax Refund
Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
406 Runnels
(Across From Bargain Mart)

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

HOME IMPROVEMENT

EXECUTIVE PAINTING
Comm. / Res.

Interior / Exterior
Drywall - Texture Repair

20 yrs. experience
432-816-3903

LEAVE MESSAGE15879

15879-GARY WEEKS-2-1.indd   1 1/30/09   9:56:25 AM

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

CONCRETE
All types of Concrete work 

and Repair Jobs
Concrete, Stucco, Block, 

Brick, Stone.

Free Estimates
CALL DAVID LOPEZ

213-4752
or 213-1181 16397

16397-lopez.indd   1 2/13/09   8:59:36 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Michael's
Home & Bus. Repair

Carpentry, Painting, Drywall, 
Appliances & Fixtures, Minor 

Plumbing & Electrical.  Personal 
Asst./Shopper

20+ Yrs. Exp.
HOW MAY I BE OF SERVICE

(2-HR. MIN.)
432-213-2316 16402

16402-MICHAEL MADRY-2-13.indd   1 2/11/09   11:01:36 AM

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED
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SALON

"Stylin' Station"
Full Service Hair Salon

NAILS & MASSAGE Available

1001 E. 11th Place     267-6554
Walk-Ins Welcome

Gifts Available!! 16634

$5.00 Off

 First Set Nails (with coupon)

$5.00 Off 
First Massage (with coupon)
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 HOUSEKEEPING

TIDY LADY
CLEANING!!!

 Experienced in home/
office cleaning. 

I do my own work and have 
references. Honest, 

dependable, and hardworking.
Please call

16
82

7

(903) 449-0963
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Digital evolution hits fitness, DVDs take hit

AP PhotoS/Matt Rourke and Damian Dovarganes

At top, Jessica Sharp uses www.yogatoday.com 
to lead her through her yoga practice at her home 
in Philadelphia. At left, Trina Schwimmer selects 
a workout downloaded from Netflix, for her daily 
aerobics exercises at her apartment in Marina Del 
Rey, Calif. 

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK (AP) —Trina Schwimmer’s 
workout video collection is like a mini fit-
ness museum: Denise Austin, Karen 
Voight, Mari Winsor, Crunch Fitness.

But Schwimmer’s collection has been 
collecting dust as the 32-year-old Marina 
del Rey, Calif. resident trades in purchas-
ing a DVD each month for streaming fit-
ness videos from Netflix to her televi-
sion.

“It’s really allowed me to have more fun 
with my workouts,” said Schwimmer, 
who was recently laid off and is working 
on her own business while she looks for a 
job. She has in her queue workouts from 
“The Biggest Loser’s” Jillian Michaels 
and the New York City Ballet.

The Web is doing to fitness DVDs what 
the Kindle may do to books as people seek 
cheaper, more varied workouts that they 
can access with the click of a mouse and 
do somewhere other than their living 
room.

Fitness enthusiasts can watch workouts 
online, download them to their iPods, 
stream them from Netflix to their televi-
sion and even create their own workout 
videos. A search of the words “fitness 
video” on YouTube produces more than 
160,000 results.

“With YouTube, it’s so easy,” said 
Brandon Jubar, 41, of El Paso, Texas. 
Jubar estimates he has purchased 20 vid-
eos over the years, including “Billy Blanks 
Tae Bo” and “Hip Hop Abs.” ‘’These 
(YouTube) videos are certainly not as 
slick and polished as the videos I used to 
buy, but the quality is good and there is 
no fluff in any of them.”

Sales figures are hard to come buy 
because no one source tracks all the sales, 
says Jill Ross of the consumer catalog 
Collage Video, which sells exercise videos 
and workout equipment but declined to 
release its sales figures.

Ross said the multimillion fitness DVD 
industry is growing, in part because the 
economy has people working out at home, 
and because of the popularity of television 
shows like “The Biggest Loser.” She sees 
between 500 and 600 new titles each year.

But many fitness video producers are 
already preparing for a possible hit. 
Fitness video producer Linda LaRue’s 
“Crunchless Abs” videos are available for 
download on www.ExerciseTV.tv and sev-
eral fitness video producers are looking at 
purchasing the bandwidth so the digital 
downloads can happen on their own Web 
sites, she said.

For many who use online fitness resourc-
es, it comes down to wanting more work-
outs without buying several different 
DVDs.

Jessica Sharp, 29, who runs a public 
relations firm in Philadelphia, said she 
was tired of doing the same Rodney Yee 
routines over and over on her DVDs. She 
does the free, one-hour yoga class on 
YogaToday.com, which has a new class 
each day.

She also subscribes to a Yoga audio pod-
cast on iTunes, so she can work out when 
she is traveling.

Meryl Blau, 34, a member of MAKE IT 
FIT (www.youcanmakeitfit.com), which 
has more than 100 streaming fitness vid-
eos, downloadable podcasts and printable 
workouts, wanted to have a wider selec-
tion of workouts and do them in places 
other than her living room.

“It was a change in the way I think 
about when and how my workouts are 
done, but the computer gives me flexibili-
ty that you just don’t get from a televi-
sion,” said Blau, a mother of one who 
teaches at the University of Miami.

Still, while more people are turning to 
the Web for workouts, the DVD format 
won’t become obsolete anytime soon, say 
fitness experts. Ross said she still has cus-

tomers who purchase VHS tapes.
Most of the downloadable workouts are 

short and specific, says Michele Olson, a 
professor of exercise science at Auburn 
University-Montgomery, who stars in “10 
Minute Solution: Kettlebell Ultimate Fat 
Burner.”

She said in an e-mail that well-produced 
exercise videos include a tutorial, instruc-
tions that are well-matched with good 
sound and visual quality, and different 
levels of the workout movements.

Some people may also find that working 
out in front of a computer or while hold-
ing their phone cumbersome.

“It’s not like watching a TV show or a 
movie,” said LaRue. “You have to watch 
and do.”

Plus, there are always going to be people 
who don’t adopt new technology, said 
research director David Lockwood of 
research firm Mintel International, point-
ing out that millions of U.S. households 
weren’t ready for the switch to digital TV. 
And while DVR may make DVDs extinct, 
it could take a couple of decades, he said.

James Kunitz of DV Creations, which 
produces 150 fitness and dance instruc-
tional DVDs a year, believes as more peo-
ple become comfortable with download-
ing, they will go online for their workouts. 
His paid site, which is for Core Rhythms’ 
fans, has free streaming video of the Latin 
ballroom dance workout. He is planning 
to offer downloadable content later this 
year.

“We’re uploading content each week, so 
we can keep people’s interest,” he said. 
“That’s what it’s all about.”

As for Jubar, he said he has lost close to 
30 pounds using online resources. He 
mainly uses Craig Ballantyne of 
Turbulence Training.

“You can buy a collection of his stuff,” 
he said. “I don’t see the need to. Everything 
I need from him is right there on 
YouTube.”

As sophisticated as you 
may be, there is still a 
part of you deep down 
inside that remains 
untamed. The sun and 
Uranus get together like 
wolves to whoop and 
howl. It feels like some-
thing wild is about to go 
down and 
you may 
find your-
self won-
dering if 
you should 
e x p r e s s 
your own 
f e r a l 
n a t u r e . 
E v e r y o n e 
has a rebel 
yell. What 
is yours?

A R I E S 
(March 21-April 19). 
Graceful living depends 
on solid organization. 
Your mind is sharply 
focused. Think ahead 
and make your graphs 
and lists. It all happens 
on paper before it will 
happen in the real 
world. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20). For you there is no 
such thing as partially 
loving someone. You 
want reassurance that 
you have the whole pack-
age: mind, body and soul. 
Furthermore, your love 
is unconditional and 

you’re looking for the 
same in return.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Things are topsy-tur-
vy. Your routine will be 
upset. The one who is 
usually strong goes 
wishy-washy. Your 
reflexes are amazing, 
though, and you can turn 
the zaniness to your 
advantage. 

CANCER (June 22-July 
22). Maybe you don’t 
exactly know where 
you’re going, but you 
know where you are not 
going. Say “no” to the 
many choices that fall 
below your standards 
and eventually you’ll 
realize what you want to 
say “yes” to.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
You get where people are 
coming from. By listen-
ing to discourse with 
your intuition more than 
your ears, you will 
understand all subtext. 
The information helps 
you do well in business. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). Expecting yourself 
to do too much will only 
make you feel over-
whelmed, and that’s not 
a winning feeling. To 
stay within the realm of 
possibility you probably 
need to cut your list in 
half. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

23). You want to know 
whom you can trust. 
Most people are honest 
most of the time. So think 
positive thoughts and go 
forward. A Virgo will be 
especially accommodat-
ing of your wishes. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). No one gets every 
job, date or goal he or she 
pursues. But you are cur-
rently on a roll and the 
odds are in your favor. 
Take risks and you’ll 
prevail with more than 
your share. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). Your ideas 
are good and will be even 
better if you work on 
them awhile by yourself. 
Don’t share every emo-
tional state you are feel-
ing, either. What you 
keep to yourself will 
become a powerful moti-
vator.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). Listen with 
great concentration. 
Fantastic communica-
tion is a gift to both par-
ties involved, though 
you will remember more 
of what is told to you 
today than will the per-
son doing the telling. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). Your friends 
still like you, even if you 
haven’t talked to them in 
a long while. You proba-

bly won’t have the time 
for a long chat, so send 
bright mental energy 
instead — that will keep 
the bonds strong, too.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). Try not to diffuse 
your energy by reaching 
out to too many outsid-
ers when the people in 
your inner circle need 
you. Loved ones who feel 
like they are a priority 
will nurture and cherish 
you. 

A S T R O L O G I C A L 
QUESTIONS: “I’m a Leo 
and my husband is a 
Capricorn. We just 
haven’t been getting 
along lately. We can’t 
seem to communicate. 
Everything I say he takes 
the wrong way. His hab-
its bother me. He’s incon-
siderate and selfish. The 
constant tension in the 
house is exhausting. I 
want to take a vacation 
away from him. What 
should I do?” 

You are two strong, 
proud individuals. This 
uncomfortable state of 
your relationship could 
conceivably go on for 
years. What is worth sav-
ing here? I think there is 
a lot, but someone has to 
be humble enough to 
break the cycle of missed 
connection and it’s prob-
ably going to be you. Can 

you see this marriage as 
a more important entity 
than your own pride? 
Consider that you may 
have been too harsh in 
your judgment of your 
husband, and that he 
may be missing the 
friend that he used to 
have in you. Assume he 
needs your tenderness, 
and even though he may 
seem to have a lack of 
respect and appreciation 
for you, you are going to 
be the bigger person and 
offer him a soft, loving 
place to start over. The 
meek shall inherit mari-
tal elation. 

C E L E B R I T Y 
PROFILES: Emmy-
winning actress Sharon 
Stone has been a fashion 
model and a film produc-
er. But did you know she 
is also an ordained min-
ister? Pisces is the sign 
of spirituality and Stone 
has both her natal sun 
and Mercury, the com-
munication planet, in 
the ethereal sign of 
Pisces. Her moon and 
Jupiter in Scorpio also 
indicate a fascination 
with the unseen forces of 
the universe. 
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Dear Annie: I am 26 
years old and currently 
live with my parents due 
to financial hardships. 
My sister, “Kate,” works 
a full-time job and has 
two boys to support. Kate 
recently became engaged 
to a co-worker, and they 
are expecting a baby in 
September. She has child 
care, but it seems every 
other week something 
comes up with the 
babysitter and I end up 
watching her kids.

Annie, I love my neph-
ews to death, but I just 
got engaged myself. Last 
week, I booked an 
appointment with a wed-
ding planner, but Kate 
called at the last minute 
saying the babysitter 
was busy, so I ended up 
canceling my appoint-
ment. This is not the 
first time it’s happened. 
Out of the goodness of 
my heart, I’ve been there 
for Kate because I don’t 
want her to lose her job, 
especially with a new 
baby coming. But it 
seems like every time I 
have plans, they need to 
be put on the back burn-
er for her.

I feel taken advantage 
of. It’s not fair that I have 
to put my plans on hold 
because my sister has an 
unreliable babysitter. 
Can you help me fix this? 
— Stressed Out in 
Connecticut

Dear Stressed: Kate 
takes advantage of you 
because you permit it. 
It’s nice that you help 
her out and you should 
do so when you are able. 
But when the babysitter 
cancels and you already 
have other plans, it’s 
Kate who needs to rear-
range her schedule, not 
you. Practice saying, “I 
wish I could take the 
kids, but I have an 
appointment that can’t 
be changed. Sorry.” If 
she becomes angry, so 
be it.

Dear Annie: I read the 
letter from “S.C. in New 
York,” whose father died 
while awaiting a liver 
transplant. She encour-
aged everyone to fill out 
donor cards.

I would like to point 
out that filling out a 
donor card (or the back 
of your driver’s license) 
is not enough. In the 
unfortunate event that a 
person becomes brain-
dead and is a potential 
donor, the patient’s fam-
ily has the last say in 
whether organ donation 
is undertaken after 
death. Those who intend 
to be organ donors must 
speak with family mem-
bers about their wishes, 
as they will be the ones 
who make that decision 
and can decline regard-
less of any donor card 
you filled out.

It has been my experi-
ence that many families 
have difficulty making 
such decisions under 
tragic circumstances, 
and by discussing your 
wishes beforehand, you 
can make it much easier. 
— Dr. Lori in Michigan

Dear Dr. Lori: Thank 
you for the reminder. 
Anyone who expects to 
be an organ donor should 
discuss it with family 
members in advance.

Annie’s Mailbox is 
written by Kathy Mitchell 
and Marcy Sugar, long-
time editors of the Ann 
Landers column. Please 
e-mail your questions to 
anniesmailbox@com-
cast.net, or write to: 
Annie’s Mailbox, P.O. 
Box 118190, Chicago, IL 
60611. 

® 2009 CREATORS 
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Dear Annie: 
Sister not 
an on-call 
babysitter



Today is Thursday, March 
12, the 71st day of 2009. There 
are 294 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On March 12, 1912, Juliette 
Gordon Low of Savannah, Ga., 
founded the Girl Guides, which 
later became the Girl Scouts of 
America.

On this date:
In 1664, England’s King 

Charles II granted an area of 
land in present-day North 
America known as New 
Netherland to his brother 
James, the Duke of York.

In 1864, Ulysses S. Grant was 
promoted to the rank of gener-
al-in-chief of the Union armies 
in the Civil War by President 
Abraham Lincoln.

In 1930, Indian political and 
spiritual leader Mohandas K. 
Gandhi began a 200-mile march 
to protest a British tax on salt.

In 1933, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt delivered the first 
of his 30 radio “fireside chats,” 
telling Americans what was 

being done to deal with the 
nation’s economic crisis.

In 1938, the Anschluss merg-
ing Austria with Nazi Germany 
took place as German forces 
crossed the border between the 
two countries.

In 1939, Pope Pius XII was 
formally crowned in ceremo-
nies at the Vatican.

In 1947, President Harry S. 
Truman established what 
became known as the Truman 
Doctrine to help Greece and 
Turkey resist Communism.

In 1968, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson won the New 
Hampshire Democratic prima-
ry, but anti-war Sen. Eugene 
McCarthy of Minnesota placed 
a strong second.

In 1969, Paul McCartney mar-
ried Linda Eastman in 
London.

In 1989, some 2,500 veterans 
and supporters marched at the 
Art Institute of Chicago to 
demand that officials remove 
an American flag placed on the 
floor as part of a student’s 
exhibit.

Today’s Birthdays: 
Playwright Edward Albee is 81. 
Former Atlanta Mayor Andrew 
Young is 77. Actress Barbara 
Feldon is 76. Broadcast journal-

ist Lloyd Dobyns is 73. Singer 
Al Jarreau is 69. Actress-singer 
Liza Minnelli is 63. Former 
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney is 62. Singer-songwriter 
James Taylor is 61. Rock sing-
er-musician Bill Payne (Little 
Feat) is 60. Actor Jon Provost 
(“Lassie”) is 59. Author Carl 
Hiaasen is 56. Rock musician 
Steve Harris (Iron Maiden) is 
53. Actor Jerry Levine is 52. 
Singer Marlon Jackson (The 
Jackson Five) is 52. Actor 
Courtney B. Vance is 49. Actor 
Titus Welliver is 48. Former 
baseball player Darryl 
Strawberry is 47. Actress Julia 
Campbell is 46. Actor Aaron 
Eckhart is 41. ABC News 
reporter Jake Tapper is 40. 
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 ESPN2 <
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 ESPN =
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  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... Israel (Off Air) Paid Frankenstein 
Meets Wolf-
man

Paid Angel BET Morning 
Inspiration

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Ministerio-
Vida

Paid Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Arthur Ab Se Paid Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Martha Robison (:45) Movie: 

Blown 
Away, Lloyd 
Bridges 

Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Paid Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter 
Believers SavedBell Sid Paid Ab Se Tigger

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Made Married... Charmed The Pull Up Mickey SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Made Married... Handy

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: The 
Last Boy 
Scout 

Swallow Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab (:15) Movie: 
The Usual 
Suspects 

Married... ER Hatchett Movers ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Scott Cash Cab Married... Hatchett Einsteins

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Dragon Overhaulin’ Unsolved 
Mysteries

Las Vegas The Charlie SportsCenter 
Anita Faye H. Word The Wiggles

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Media Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im Otterness Super The FBI Files Unsolved 
Mysteries

Las Vegas Movie: 
Blankman, 
Robin Givens 

An Extremely 
Goofy Movie

College 
Basketball: 
Big East 
Quarterfi nal

Light Home Im Uri Harel Sid (:45) Movie: 
Saturday 
Night Fever, 
Barry Miller 

College 
Basketball: 
Big 12 Quar-
terfi nal

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Mariana de 
la Noche

Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World The FBI Files Unsolved 
Mysteries

Without a 
TraceJudge A. Bold Home Im Israel Garden Suite Life

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Valeria Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Nuevo Rico Rachael Ray Just Scrivner Fork A Haunting Unsolved 
Mysteries

Law & Order One Suite Life College 
Basketball: 
Big East 
Quarterfi nal

Hatchett Just Swann Hubert One Suite Life College 
Basketball: 
Big Ten First 
Round

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Juro Que Te 
Amo

Judge Guiding Light Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Fine Art A Haunting (:15) Movie: 
Sleeping 
With the 
Enemy

CSI: NY Law & Order One Phineas
Judge Yes, Dear Martha One Phineas

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Maya Prototype 
This!

CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Cory
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl SmartGuy Cory Score Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Light Fetch Cash Cab (:15) Movie: 
In the Line 
of Fire, Rene 
Russo

CSI: NY Charmed The Suite Life College 
Basketball: 
Big Ten First 
Round

Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Acquire Cyber Cash Cab The Suite Life Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond Granger BBC Cash Cab CSI: NY Bones 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Wizards SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Brad Business Cash Cab Wizards

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Sanchez News-Lehrer Made CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Suite Life College Bas-
ketball: ACC 
First Round

College 
Basketball: 
Big East 
Quarterfi nal

Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Montana

  :PM
 7 :30

Ugly Betty Ugly Betty Cuidado-
Ángel

Bones Survivor: 
Tocantins

Doña Bar-
bara

Name Friends Israel Texas Rampage! Movie: 48 
HRS., An-
nette O’Toole 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

NBA Basket-
ball: Lakers 
at Spurs

Movie: 
Idlewild, 
Paula Patton 

Movie: 
Smart House Kath-Kim Friends Sprna InnerVWS

  :PM
 8 :30

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Mañana es Hell’s 
Kitchen 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

El Rostro de 
Analia

Offi ce Friends Light of the 
Southwest

Antiques 
Roadshow

Destroyed TNA iM-
PACT! 

Score College 
Basketball: 
Big East 
Quarterfi nal

30 Rock Friends Destroyed Wizards College 
Basketball: 
Big 12 Quar-
terfi nal

  :PM
 9 :30

(:02) Private 
Practice

(:02) Private 
Practice

Rosa TMZ (:01) Elev-
enth Hour

Sin Senos ER Movie: 
Doom, Rosa-
mund Pike 

Natural-
Chickn

Treasure 
Quest

(:15) Movie: 
Caddyshack, 
Bill Murray

Wizards
Raymond El Cartel NBA 

Basketball: 
Cavaliers at 
Suns

The Life De

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Israel Charlie Rose Made Ways Die Hatchett Suite Life
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Titulares Tonight Show Van Impe Made Ways Die Hatchett Montana Score SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Casa de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Decisiones 
de Famosos

Sex & Dr. Smiley Rampage! (:15) Movie: 
Big, Robert 
Loggia 

MAN Movie: 
Idlewild, 
Paula Patton 

So Raven Baseball 
TonightJimmy Kim-

mel Live
Late Late 
Show

Late Night-
Jim

Sex & Swallow Smiley MAN Cory

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Contra 
Viento

RENO 911 (12:10) Mov-
ie: Doom, 
Rosamund 
Pike 

Israel (Off Air) Destroyed Married... Inside the 
NBA 

Replace College 
Basketball

Final
News Weekend Paid Insider Pagado News LightWrld Destroyed Married... Kim Fastbreak

  :AM
 1 :30

Profi ts Paid Mujer... Friends Entertain Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Light of the 
Southwest

Treasure 
Quest

MXC Law & Order Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Güereja Paid Paid Pelicula: 

Con el 
Corazón en 
la Mano

(:45) Movie: 
Hello, Dolly!, 
Michael 
Crawford 

MXC The Deal Dragon

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

RENO 911 (:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young (:10) Movie: 
Stealth, 
Jamie Foxx 

Paid The Shield Law & Order Proud Final SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Young Paid Hell Date Whiskers Baseball 

Tonight  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: 
Down to You, 
Selma Blair

Last Call How Can Paid Paid Without a 
Trace

BET Inspira-
tion

Recess Final
Anita Early Tdy Sanchez Paid Paid Mermaid Final Fastbreak

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Swallow Paid Paid Without a 
Trace

Popoff Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero News Pagado Early Tdy Drivers Dr. Popoff Paid Inspira Lilo Stitch ESPNews
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The Secret to keeping
your whites Bright!

Water, Water, Inc.
your Culligan® dealer

1509 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 432-263-8781
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Wright Sprinkler
System

432-263-8781 • 1509 E. FM 700  • Big Spring
16546

Design - Installation - Repair
Serving Big Spring, Snyder,

Colorado City & Sweetwater
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Now
Accepting

Visa,
Mastercard &

Discover

B & M
Fence Co.

Voted Best In
Big Spring

Get Our Price & Compare
FREE Estimates

Robert Marquez-Owner
263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101 N.W. 2nd

Big Spring

Res. & Commercial

Cedar
Dog Kennels
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Contact These Professionals
For All Your

Home Services Or
Improvement Needs!
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HOUSTON (AP) — 
Ron Artest always 
enjoys playing against 
Kobe Bryant — even 
when last year’s MVP 
dominates their indi-
vidual matchup like he 
did in their latest meet-
ing.

Bryant scored 18 of his 
37 points in the fourth 
quarter Wednesday 
night and the Los 
Angeles Lakers ended 
Houston’s 12-game home 
winning streak with a 
102-96 victory.

Artest, who scored 
only 11 points on 4-for-
16 shooting with six 
turnovers, used all of 
his tactics in vain to 
stop Bryant in the final 
quarter.

Artest, however, was 
smiling afterward.

“That’s what I like,” 
Artest said. “I’d rather 
have a guy mad at me, 
and wanting to just 
destroy me, than have a 
guy who doesn’t want to 
compete.”

Bryant said Artest 
helped bring out the 
best in him.

“It wasn’t much of a 
battle,” Bryant said. “I 
kicked his (butt) tonight. 
We’ve had some battles 
in the past and he’s got-
ten the best of me a few 

times. Tonight, I got the 
best of him.”

Pau Gasol scored 20 
points and Josh Powell 
added 17 for the Lakers, 
who snapped a three-
game road losing 
streak.

Reserve Von Wafer 
scored 20 points for the 
Rockets, who’ve lost all 
three meetings with the 
Lakers this season.

The Lakers led 75-72 
when Bryant re-entered 
the game after a rest 
with 6:57 left. Only sec-
onds later, Artest and 
Bryant faced off and 
exchanged words before 
referee Gary Zielinski 
quickly stepped in to 
separate them. 

Both stars got techni-
cal fouls before Wafer 
sank a 3-pointer to tie it 
at 76.

“I would expect noth-
ing less,” Bryant said. 
“He’s a competitor, I’m 
a competitor. It’s fun.”

Later, Bryant drove 
inside and converted a 
three-point play, then 
swished a 3-pointer after 
Artest tried to make a 
steal. That put the 
Lakers up 85-80 and 
Bryant held his follow-
through and glared at 
the crowd before trot-
ting down the court.

“That’s part of the 
game,” Artest said. 
“You’ve got to talk trash 
to the fans. It’s enter-
taining.”

Mavericks 93,
Trail Blazers 89

At Portland, Ore., Dirk 
Nowitzki had 29 points 
and 10 rebounds, and 

Jason Terry scored 24 
points to help Dalls win 
its seventh in nine 
games.

Nowitzki hit 13 of 24 
shots, including two 
during the final 1:03 as 
Portland attempted to 
rally from a 13-point 
second-half deficit.

LaMarcus Aldridge 
led Portland with 23 
points and 11 rebounds 
and Brandon Roy scored 
22.

Heat 107,
Celtics 99

At Miami, Dwyane 
Wade scored 32 points 
to help the Heat remain 
1½ games behind 
Atlanta for fourth place 
in the Eastern 
Conference.

Ray Allen scored 27 
and Leon Powe had 23 
points and 13 rebounds 
for Boston, which fell 
two games behind 
Cleveland for the East’s 
best record.

Hawks 100,
Jazz 93

At Atlanta, Joe 
Johnson scored 31 
points, Josh Smith had 
22 points and 12 
rebounds, and the 

Hawks ended Utah’s 
12-game winning 
streak.

Flip Murray scored 11 
of his 16 points in the 
fourth quarter for 
Atlanta.

Deron Williams led 
the Jazz with 20 points 
and nine assists.

Magic 107,
Bulls 79

At Orlando, Fla., Tony 
Battie had 18 points and 
eight rebounds to help 
the Magic clinch a play-
off spot.

J.J. Redick had 13 
points and Marcin 
Gortat added 13 points 
and 15 rebounds as 
Orlando inched closer 
to another Southeast 
Division title.

John Salmons had 18 
points for Chicago.

Hornets 109,
Wizards 98

At Washington, Chris 
Paul had his NBA-
leading sixth triple-dou-
ble with 30 points, 13 
assists and 10 rebounds 
for New Orleans.

Washington began the 
second half with a 

See NBA, Page 12

Kobe’s big second half leads Lakers past Houston

AP photo/David J. Phillip

Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant (24) goes 
up for a shot as Houston Rockets center Yao Ming 
(11) defends during the fourth quarter of a NBA 
game Wednesday in Houston. The Lakers beat the 
Rockets 102-96.



TECH
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the last part of a 21-point 
deficit. Alan Voskuil 
and John Roberson fol-
lowed with a pair of free 
throws apiece to push 
the lead to five.

Singletary, a sopho-
more whose previous 
scoring best was 25 
points, then iced the 
game with two more 
free throws with 2.9 sec-
onds left that provided 
the final margin.

“Once I got going, 
posting up and hitting 
3s, I felt like I was going 
to have a good night, 
and my teammates kept 
getting me the ball,” 
Singletary said. 

His run of consecutive 
points without a team-
mate scoring is the sec-
ond longest in NCAA 
history, behind only the 
54 in a row by Bill Mlkvy 
of Temple in a game 
against Wilkes on 
March 3, 1951.

Donald Sloan scored 
22 points and Josh 
Carter added 15 for the 
Aggies (23-9), who punc-
tuated a six-game win-
ning streak by beating 
No. 14 Missouri on 
Saturday to hand the 
NCAA selection com-
mittee a good looking 
resume — except for the 
stain left by this ugly 
loss to the 11th-seeded 

Red Raiders.
“I think we were sol-

idly in because of what 
we accomplished — fin-
ishing (tied for) fourth 
in the Big 12 — and 
Texas Tech’s a pretty 
hot team. They did beat 
Kansas seven days or 
eight days ago. It wasn’t 
like it was a big fluke or 
anything,” Aggies coach 
Mark Turgeon said. 
“We’ll see.

“It’ll be a lot more anx-
ious than it would have 
been if we would have 
won a game or two. I 
know that.”

Texas Tech, which 
eclipsed the record of a 
20-point comeback set 
by Kevin Durant and 
Texas two years ago, 
would have to become 
the first Big 12 team to 
win four tournament 
games in as many days 
to make it to the 
NCAAs.

“Normally, teams 
would have given up 
three or four weeks ago. 
These guys just haven’t 
given up, and I think 
this is a great indication 
of that,” Red Raiders 
coach Pat Knight said.

Davis opened the sec-
ond half with a pair of 
free throws to put A&M 
ahead 50-29. Darko 
Cohadarevic then hit 
back-to-back baskets to 
get Tech’s offense off to 
a better start than the 
first half, when the Red 
Raiders missed their 

first 10 shots to fall into 
a 15-2 hole.

But the rally really got 
started once Singletary 
— who didn’t even start 
— got rolling.

He converted Michael 
Prince’s steal into a 
right-handed jam that 
cut the deficit to 56-44 
with 13:02 remaining 
and soon after added a 
driving layup that got 
Tech back within single 
digits for the first time 
since the opening 
drought.

That started a 9-min-
ute stretch in which 
Singletary outscored 
A&M 29-18 to give Tech 
the lead for the first 
time.

He had a personal 7-0 
run that got the lead 
down to 65-59 on a 
3-pointer from the right 
wing with 6:08 left, and 
he had a chance to tie it 
at 67 before missing a 
free throw on the back 
end of a bonus situa-
tion.

The Red Raiders kept 
going back to him, 
though, and he finally 
tied the score at 75 on a 
3-pointer from right in 
front of the bench with 
1:36. That brought his 
teammates to their feet 
immediately, and it 
wasn’t long before they 
had the lead to celebrate, 
too.

Knight, the son of col-
lege basketball icon Bob 
Knight, didn’t know 
what to say in the locker 
room afterward.

“It was the first time 
I’ve been speechless,” 
he said. “I let them have 
the last word.”

It wasn’t that way at 
halftime, when it 
appeared the Aggies 
were on their way to a 
second 40-point win in 
the series in as many 
years. Voskuil, who fin-
ished with 14 points, 
suggested that the Red 
Raiders started to 
believe a comeback was 
possible when their 
defensive pressure start-
ed leading to baskets.

Knight thought other-
wise.

“He’s being too politi-
cally correct. His last 
name’s not Knight,” he 
said. “I think I really 
(ticked) them off at half-
time, to be honest. They 
were kind of not feeling 
thrilled to be out on the 
court. He can give you 
all the politically cor-
rect stuff but if you want 
to be honest, I think 
they kind of wanted to 
prove me wrong.”
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$10,950

$12,950

$16,950

$15,950

"We Finance"

$17,950

$15,950

$16,950

203 Gregg • 714-4787

 87 Auto Sales

111 Gregg • 267-8787 210 Gregg • 263-2382

TAX REFUND SALE Se Habla Español

2006 V.W. Convertible

2005 Chrysler Pacifica Touring
20K, Like New.

2005 Nissan Frontier XE

2004 GMC Denali
All Options.

2004 Chev. 4X4 Z-71

2004 Dodge Quad Cab 4X4

2007 Nissan Titan V8

2005 Chev,. Suburban

28K

18,000 Actual Miles. "Like New".

Great Buy.

"Loaded."

NEW CAR TRADE.

19K, Factory Warranty.

16
73

4

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
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TRUSTIN LEE LEFEVER 

Trustin is 2 and has been diagnosed with Phabdomyoscarcoma, a deep soft tissue cancer that affects 
children ages 1 -5 and teens 15 – 19.  The cancer that runs through his tiny body is inoperable and has 
reached stage 3. The tumor runs form the top of his soft palette in his mouth to the sinus cavity in his 

forehead. The doctors say with 48 weeks of chemotherapy and radiation treatments he has a 2/3 
chance of full recovery. 

He is from Big Spring, Texas and is being treated at Cook Children’s Hospital in Ft. Worth. Though the 
prognosis is good, the family has already accumulated an insurmountable number of expenses 

between the CareFlight from Midland and treatment at Cooks. His parents Cody and Morgan Lefever, 
will never be able to pay the debt they owe, so we are asking for any assistance from anyone willing 

to help. All funds will go directly to his care and all details can be verified locally with David and 
Rhonda Lefever of Big Springs, TX at Crossroads Auction Co. (432)264-9900 or (432)263-8200.  

Thank you and God Bless. 16833
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BAYLOR
Continued from Page 6

entire year. I’m glad that we were 
able to finally kind of put it together 
in the tournament.”

Rogers outrebounded the 
Cornhuskers by himself and fin-
ished one board shy of tying the Big 
12 tournament record of 21, set by 
Drew Gooden of Kansas against 
Texas Tech in 2002.

Lomers, playing on an injured 
ankle, scored 11 points — only the 
second time this season he’d reached 
double figures — on 5 of 5 shooting.

“Who are we going to match up 
with Kevin and Lomers together?” 
Sadler said, shaking his head. “We 
are just not going to. You have to 
take something away, you know?”

Baylor finished 23 of 43 from the 
field (53.5 percent) while Nebraska 
was 17 of 54 (31.5 percent) against 
Baylor’s zone. 

Steve Harley added 10 points for 
the Cornhuskers, who scored fewer 
than 50 points for the fourth time 
this season.

“I don’t think that they did any-
thing different than we saw down 
there,” Sadler said of the Bears. “It 
is just that we didn’t make shots. ... 
You are not going to win many ball 

games shooting 31 percent from the 
field.”

Nebraska only managed one bas-
ket in the first nine minutes of the 
second half, going 1-for-10 during 
that stretch, as Baylor built its lead 
to double digits. The Bears led 46-33 
with 8:51 left after a basket by 
Jerrells.

“To get them out of the zone, you 
have to hit some shots to make them 
respect the shot,” Nebraska’s Ryan 
Anderson said.

Baylor sealed the win with a 10-0 
run, capped by another 3-pointer by 
Jerrells that made it 58-37 with 4:39 
left.

After the loss to Nebraska, Jerrells 
said the Bears held a team meeting 
to prepare for the tournament and 
try to put aside a disappointing con-
ference finish.

“From this point on, everybody is 
0-0. You lose, you go home,” Jerrells 
said. “We understand that. We just 
want to come in and our goal is to 
win, win, win.”

Nebraska led only once, at 2-0. The 
Cornhuskers tied the game at 16-16 
with 7:59 left in the first half, but a 
12-2 run by Baylor, fueled by two 
3-pointers by Dunn, put the Bears 
ahead 28-18. Nebraska quickly ral-
lied, scoring nine straight points, 
six by Dagunduro, and trailed 30-27 
at halftime.

WBC
Continued from Page 6

“It was fun, the adrenaline was 
going 100 percent,” Rodriguez said.

Victor Zambrano allowed one run 
and three hits in 3 2-3 innings to earn 
the win before a crowd of 12,358. He 
walked two and struck out one.

Venezuela’s bullpen was tagged for 
13 runs over five inning in Sunday’s 
rout by the U.S. but redeemed itself in 
this one, with five relievers combin-
ing to allow two runs in six innings of 
work.

“There’s a lot of guys there that 
have never played in the major 
leagues, there’s a lot of guys there 
that don’t even have a job right now,” 
Gregor Blanco said. “They never 
played in a ballpark like this, they 
never played against Derek Jeter or 
Pedroia or Chipper Jones, those 
guys.”

Baltimore right-hander Jeremy 
Guthrie was the loser, giving up four 
runs and seven hits in two-plus 
innings. He walked two and struck 
out two.

Venezuela opened the scoring in the 
third when Henry Blanco, a veteran 
backup catcher now with the San 
Diego Padres, led off with a homer to 
left off Ted Lilly, the U.S. starter.

Team USA tied it in the fourth. 
Jeter singled, went to second on Adam 
Dunn’s walk and scored on Ryan 
Braun’s double down the first-base 
line.

Venezuela reclaimed the lead in the 
fifth against Guthrie. Henry Blanco 
doubled and scored on Gregor Blanco’s 
triple to center.

Guthrie was tagged for two more in 
the sixth. Miguel Cabrera led off with 
a double, Magglio Ordonez walked 
and Marco Scutaro hit a two-run sin-
gle.

Venezuela chased Guthrie in the 
seventh when Cesar Izturis doubled, 
went to third on Gregor Blanco’s sin-
gle and scored on a base hit by Melvin 
Mora.

Lilly allowed one run and three hits 
in three innings, walked none and 
struck out two.

Notes: Wednesday was Bobby 
Abreu’s 35th birthday. The Venezuela 
team celebrated with a baseball-
themed cake in the clubhouse.

NBA
Continued from Page 11

one-point lead, before Paul compiled 
14 points, six assists and four 
rebounds in the third quarter alone to 
help the Hornets outscore the Wizards 
40-22 in the period.

Antawn Jamison led Washington 

with 25 points and 10 rebounds.

Nuggets 112,
Thunder 99

At Denver, Renaldo Balkman had 14 
points and 14 rebounds and the 
Nuggets snapped a three-game losing 
streak.

Carmelo Anthony scored 22 points 
and Linas Kleiza 20 for Denver, which 
won for just the fourth time in 12 

games.
Jeff Green’s 19 points led the 

Thunder.

Knicks 116,
Pistons 111, OT

At Auburn Hills, Mich., Nate 
Robinson scored 30 points and David 
Lee had 16 points and 18 rebounds for 
the Knicks, who trailed by 10 points 
after three quarters.

Antonio McDyess had 21 points and 
a career-high 22 rebounds — Detroit’s 
first 20-20 game in over 11 years.

Warriors 116,
Nets 112

At Oakland, Calif., Stephen Jackson 
scored 29 points, Jamal Crawford got 
15 of his 19 points in the fourth quar-
ter, and Golden State rallied from a 
14-point second-half deficit.


