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By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

A Big Spring man is in custody af-
ter being charged in the robbery of 
a convenience store Monday.

David Hernandez Montez, 40, was 
charged with aggravated robbery 
in connection with a holdup at Star 
Stop No. 14, 4806 W. Highway 80, 
according to information released 
by Sgt. Tony Everett, Big Spring 
Police Department public informa-
tion officer.

In addition, Montez is a suspect in 

another armed robbery 
that occurred Monday 
at the 7-Eleven conve-
nience store at FM 700 
and Birdwell Lane.

Officers responded to 
the 7-Eleven shortly 
after 5 a.m. Monday in 
reference to a robbery 

call.
Reports state that a Hispanic male 

subject had fled the scene after de-
manding money and knocking the 
clerk to the ground.

The clerk was not seriously in-

jured and the subject fled the store 
empty handed, Everett noted.

Shortly before 6 a.m. that morn-
ing, officers were dispatched to the 
Star Stop convenience store in ref-
erence to an armed robbery.

There, they learned that a Hispan-
ic male had entered the store, went 
behind the counter and into the 
office. There, he produced a hand-
gun and demanded money from the 
clerk.

The suspect then took an undis-

See ROBBERY, Page 3A

Robbery suspect jailed

Hawks are Region champs! 
See Page 1B

Montez may be charged in second incident as well

Montez

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

A 13-month, $6 million renovation of several downtown streets began Tuesday as work crews began removing 
the old road surface on First Street between Gregg and Runnels. Residents are asked to avoid the work zones 
if possible.

By PHILIP ELLIOTT
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Acknowledging it’s an 
“imperfect” bill, President Barack Obama 
said he will accept a $410 billion spending 
package but insisted it must signal an “end 
to the old way of doing business.”

The massive measure funding federal 
agencies through the fall contains nearly 
8,000 pet projects, known as “earmarks” 
and denounced by critics as pork.

Obama defended earmarks when they’re 
“done right,” allowing lawmakers to direct 
money to worthy projects in their districts 
— but added they’ve been abused, and he’ll 
work with Congress to curb them.

“I am signing an imperfect omnibus bill 
because it’s necessary for the ongoing func-
tions of government,” Obama declared. 
“But I also view this as a departure point 
for more far-reaching change.”

In a sign of his discomfort with the bill, 
Obama did not sign it in public. And he de-
clined to answer a shouted reporters’ ques-
tion about why.

Running for president, Obama denounced 
the pet projects as wasteful and open to 
abuse — and vowed to rein them in.

See SPENDING, Page 3A

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Big Spring’s unofficial motto dur-
ing the next few months might very 
well be, “Road Work Ahead.”

Work crews began a $6 million 
renovation of city streets Tuesday, 
a project that is expected to last 
about 13 months.

The street renovation, which was 
approved by city voters in 2007, 
will affect Main, Scurry and Lan-
caster streets, as well as much of 
the downtown area, city officials 
said.

The first work began Tuesday as 
crews began tearing up First Street 

between Gregg and Runnels. Over 
the next several months, work 
crews will be hop-scotching over 
the area, said Terry Wofford, large 
project coordinator for the city of 
Big Spring.

“They are tearing out the old sur-
face, then they’ll go down 14 inches 

and begin resurfacing the streets,” 
Wofford said. “Typically, they will 
do half of the street at a time, then 
switch off and resurface the other 
half.”

The major work will be per-

See ROADS, Page 3A

Getting to work
Road reconstruction rumbles through downtown

“We know there’s going to be inconvenience — there’s really 
nothing we can do to prevent it. But about all we can do is get 
our work crews in there, get the work done as fast as we can, 
then get them out.” 

Terry Wofford,
large project coordinator for the city of Big Spring

Obama to 
sign bill,
push for
new rules
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BSGSA registration
continues Saturday

The Big Spring Girls Softball Association is hold-
ing sign-ups for the 2009 season continues at 10 
a.m. Saturday at the Big Spring Mall. 

Subsequent sign up date is the following Saturday 
from 10 a m. to 5 p.m.

Girls ages 4-14 are eligible to play with a registra-
tion fee of $65. 

The fee covers full uniform.
Late registration after Saturday will include a 

$10 extra charge.
For more information, contact Lucy Ramirez at 

466-3670.

Lady Steers boosters
meeting Monday at ATC

The Big Spring Lady Steers Booster Club is meet-
ing at 5:45 p.m. Monday in the Athletic Training 
Center.

All parents of Lady Steers athletes in junior high 
or high school are encouraged to attend.

Moss Creek hosting ATV
and side-by-side races

The Texas Crossroads Racing Circuit is having 
an event hosted by Moss Creek Lake March 22.

Events feature a variet of ATV and side-by-side 
vehicles.

Registration starts at 7 a.m. with the first races 

taking place at 8 a.m. A required $15 for TCRC 
membership will be charged along with entrance 
fees for each individual race. 

For more information or directions to to event, 
visit www.texascrc.net.

BSCC hosting 3-person
scramble April 4-5

The Big Spring Country Club is hosting a 3-per-
son scramble tournament April 4-5 with a 1 p.m. 
shotgun start both days.

Entry fee is $60 per player plus golf cart. Private 
carts are welcome. 

Entry includes barbecue on the course April 4 
and practice rounds the day before. 

Sports in brief

Time to start believing

HERALD photo/Tony Claxton

Members of the Howard College women’s basketball team celebrate following their 78-53 victory over Odessa College in the Region V Tournament cham-
pionship game Tuesday at Lubbock Christian University’s Rip Griffin Center. The Hawks move on to the NJCAA National Tournament in Salina, Kan., which 
begins Tuesday. Pictured above are Chassidy Cole (far left), Tynisha McDowell (1), Patricia Malouff (12), Miesha Blackshear (3), Rachael Dryver (21), 
DeAndra Thomas (44) and NaTalia Smith (right). 

HERALD photo/Tony Claxton

Howard College forward Rachael Dryver (21) shoots 
over Odessa College’s Tammie Thornton in the Hawks’ 
78-53 win Tuesday in the Region V Tournament finals at 
Lubbock Christian University’s Rip Griffin Center.

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

LUBBOCK —  From 
worst to first.

It took four years, but 
the Howard College wom-
en’s basketball team 
climbed the ladder out of 
the cellar and have finally 
reached the top of its 
region.

The Hawks defeated 
Odessa College’s Lady 
Wranglers Tuesday, 78-53, 
claiming the Region V 
championship and 
advancing to the NJCAA 
National Tournament in 
Salina, Kan.

“It’s really inspiration-
al,” said Howard Head 
Coach Earl Diddle. “These 
girls have a lot of emo-
tion. They’re always hop-
ping around. They’re 
great. They deserve this. I 
thought we were always a 
pretty good team. We went 
through a part of the sea-
son where we were sick 
and injured, but they real-

ly came back. They played 
with no fear today. They 
believed they could win 
this. I’m very proud for 
this school. I’m very 
proud of our kids.”

It was a back-and-forth 
battle in the first half with 
Odessa taking a 25-24 
advantage into the break, 
courtesy of two Diandra 
Marquez free throws with 
no time left on the clock. 

Howard finally started 
to separate with 14:58 left 
to play in the game. 
DeAndra Thomas hit 
back-to-back buckets, 
drawing a foul on the sec-
ond one and converting 
the 3-point play. Thomas’ 
five consecutive points 
gave the Hawks a 36-32 
advantage.

Patricia Malouff fol-
lowed with a 3-pointer, 
forcing Odessa to take a 
time out down 39-32 with 
13:23 on the clock.

See HAWKS, Page 6B

Hawks soar
HC women blast OC, 78-53,
qualify for national tourney

Herald Staff Report
MIDLAND — Coahoma’s Bulldogettes 

won their ninth softball game in a row 
Tuesday, shutting out Midland 
Christian, 2-0.

Katie Dunn picked up the win, pitch-
ing six innings. Heather Newton came 
in to pitch the seventh and earn the 
save. 

Newton scored both of Coahoma’s runs 
— one in the third and one in the fifth. 
Joanna Gonzales had both RBI.

Coahoma is off for the rest of spring 
break and picks back up play Tuesday at 
Abilene Wylie. Coahoma beat Wylie ear-
lier this season with Newton registering 
14 strikeouts.

Bulldogettes shut out
Midland Christian

Herald Staff Report
FORSAN — Forsan’s Buffaloes opened 

district play for baseball Tuesday with a 
complete roster.

Key members, including Evan Burton 
and Ryan Flores, of the team played in 
their first game this season after being 
involved in a prolonged basketball sea-
son that saw the Buffs advance to their 
first regional tournament in more than

See BUFFS, Page 6B

Buffs edge Ira, 4-3,
in district opener
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NEED MONEY
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Sandra Jean Way
Sandra Jean “Jaure” Way, 64, of Big 

Spring, died Sunday, March 8, 2009, in 
a local hospital. Funeral services will 
be held at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, March 
12, 2009, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Rosewood Chapel with Ulis Johnson 
officiating.  

She was born Nov. 19, 1944, in 
Jacksonville, Fla.

Sandra lived in Big Spring from 1954 to 1957 when 
she moved to Albuquerque, N.M. She returned to 
Big Spring in 1970 and worked at the Big Spring 
State Hospital until retiring in 1998. She worked 
in administration for Comanche Flats from 1998 to 
2003 and had been a nurse consultant for them from 
1992 until January 2008.

Sandra was a devoted mother, grandmother and 
Nana. She loved music and collected a lot of music 
over the years. She was a loving Christian who 
loved her Lord and lived to honor Him.

Survivors include one daughter, Debra Smith 
of Junction City, Kan.; two sons, Arthur Baty of 
Junction City, Kan., and Jose “Joe” Jaure Jr. of 
Lancaster; 13 sisters, Barbara Davis and Sharon 
Williams, both of Big Spring, Jacqueline Flint of 
Abilene, Hope, Jennifer and Mary, all of Florida, 
Cecilia Ryan of Tuscaloosa, Ala., Cynethia Hunter 
of Irving, Marsha Way of Albuquerque, N.M., Danis 
Humphrey of Lancaster, Deborah Ealy of Redlands, 
Calif., Delores Porter of San Bernadino, Calif., and 
Faith Kinsey of Colorado; four brothers, Earlis Way 
Jr. of Waco, Michael Way and Morris Way, both of 
Albuquerque, N.M., and Allen Way of Washington; 
four grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her parents and one 
son, Genio Baty. 

The family suggests memorials to a favorite char-
ity.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity:

• DANIEL PARKER WHITE, 28, 811 W. 16th, was 
arrested on charges of failure to appear, no seat 
belt, driving while intoxicated and possession of a 
controlled substance.

• LIONOSO LEE JIMENEZ III, 30, 1504 Sycamore, 
was arrested on a charge of possession of drug para-
phernalia and a parole violation warrant.

• AGGRAVATED ROBBERY was reported in the 
1400 block of Stadium.

• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 
reported in the 600 block of Eighth.

• ASSAULT CAUSING BODILY INJURY was re-
ported in the 2900 block of Highway 80.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 
in the 500 block of 13th.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 1100 
block of 15th.

• THEFT was reported in the 300 block of Owens, 
the 400 block of Fourth and the 1800 block of Gregg.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity (Note: there were 51 prisoners re-
ported in the county jail):

• CHRISTOPHER ORNELAS, 31, was arrested on 
a motion to revoke probation.

• DONALD RAY ALSBAUGH, 48, was arrested on 
a charge of theft.

• DAVID MONTEZ, 40, was transferred after be-
ing arrested on a charge of aggravated robbery.

• WILLIAM JAY MCNEW, 50, was arrested on a 
charge of driving while intoxicated, third or more 
offense.

• MICHAEL MCNEW, 18, was arrested on three 
bondsman off bond warrants and a charge of pos-
session of marijuana.

• BRANDON SHANE ANDERSON, 26, was ar-
rested on a bench warrant for unauthorized use of 
a vehicle.

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency Med-
ical Service reported the following activity:

•  TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of N. 
Main. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2900 block of High-
way 80. Service was refused.

• DUMPSTER FIRE was reported in the 1300 block 
of Runnels.

• TRASH FIRE was reported in the 1400 block of 
Runnels.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 

p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting, 

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers 
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birth-
day night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of 
each month at 8 p.m.

• Michael Quinn Sullivan will be the guest speak-
er at a meeting of the West Texas Pachyderms, set 
for 7 p.m. March 18 in Howard College’s Hall Audi-
torium. For more information, call 267-7387.

• Howard County A&M Club is accepting applica-
tions from high school students who are graduat-
ing in May and have been accepted at Texas A&M 
for fall 2009. Students must be Howard County resi-
dents who plan to enroll for at least 12 hours. Dead-
line for applications is April 1. More information 
and the application may be found on the club Web 
site at http://bondwebs.com.

• The Family History Center (genealogy library) 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
will be open from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesdays. 
For more information, contact R.A. McKay at (432) 
553-8127.

• Big Spring resident Velma Campbell was on va-
cation in Arizona when she had a massive stroke. 
She has since been transported to a hospital in Lub-
bock. She has many friends and is an avid bowler. 
If anyone would like to help, a savings account has 
been set up at Wells Fargo.  The savings account 
number is 9662778118.

 
• Coahoma alumni will hold an all school, all class-

es reunion Saturday, Aug. 1 at the Coahoma school 
building. The Coahoma Alumni Association is try-
ing to update its e-mail and mailing address lists 
and asks that you contact Patti Meets at pmeeks@
basin-net.net or (432) 267-6688 with updates. More 
information will be shared as the reunion planning 
progresses.

There has been a rollover in the jackpot for the 
multistate Mega Millions lottery — to $26 million.

The rollover occurred because no player matched 
all the winning numbers from Tuesday night’s $16 
million drawing.

The winning numbers from Tuesday night’s draw-
ing were: two, 27, 31, 39 and 40. The Mega Ball num-
ber was 23.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Tuesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 1-3-6-10-17.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Tuesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order:

0-6-7-2. Sum It Up: 15

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Tuesday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order:

3-9-0. Sum It Up: 12

Police blotter
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Fire/EMS

Support Groups

Take Note

Obituaries

Lottery

Your Local Weather
Thu

3/12

43/33
Cloudy with occasional
showers. Cold. High
43F. Winds NE at 15 to
25 mph.

Fri
3/13

40/33
Showers possible. Highs
in the low 40s and lows
in the low 30s.

Sat
3/14

54/35
Few showers. Highs in
the mid 50s and lows in
the mid 30s.
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TODAY
• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. 

in the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard Col-

lege Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 
• Friends of the Library meets at noon in the 

Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.
• Big Spring Main Street meets at noon in the 

Railroad Museum located at Second and Main 
streets.

• League of United Latin American Citizens LU-
LAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. The public 
is invited.  

• American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at 
3203 W. Highway 80.

• The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 
E. Third St. The public is invited to these meet-
ings. For more information contact Lola Lamb at 
263-3340.

• Neighbors and Newcomers Club meets. New 
members are welcome. Call 263-2005 for more in-
formation.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 
267-7281.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restau-
rant.

• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon 
at the Howard College Cactus Room.

• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY
• The Big Spring-Howard County Retired Teach-

er’s Association meets in the Cactus Room at 
Howard College, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Lunch will 
be served at 11:30 a.m. 

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets 
at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and 
Goliad for weigh-in. 

Bulletin Board
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Announcements
BIRTHMOTHER-WE’LL CARE
about you as you get to know 
us…open energetic family hop-
ing to become parents. Confi-
dential. Support provided. 
Nancy and Wayne
1-866-898-0208.

FUN IN The Air Inflatable 
Games out of Abilene, is NOW 
servicing your area. 

Visit 
www.funintheair

inflatables.vpweb.com
(325)232-6647

Business Opportunity
SELF PROFESSIONALS
WANTED. Call 325-486-9712.

Cemetery Lots
2 LOTS at Trinity Memorial 
Park. Lots 184 “Meditation 
Section”. South of Chapel. 
$2,200 for both. Call 
(325)282-2095 or 
(325)721-5230.

2 SPACES up front in “Garden 
of Sharon” at Trinity Memorial 
Park. $3,000.00 for both. Call 
(432)935-4111, (361)851-0395

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Help Wanted
NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now seeking a 
charge nurse. This position will
offer retire-
ment, paid vacation, health in-
surance bonus, great starting 
pay and a friendly working en-
vironment. Stop by or fill out an 
application online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net
3200 Parkway
432.263.4041.

Help Wanted

BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA
taking applications for Sales 
Clerk all shifts. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Apply at 
4911 South Hwy 87. No Phone 
Calls.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking Full-time 
LVN.  Great hours, friendly at-
mosphere. Call for appointment 
(432)714-4510, 1900 Scurry.

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Fire Fighter

Police Officer - 
Certified & Non-Certified 

Water Treatment 
Plant Tech

Part Time Cook
Human Resources Technician

Equal Opportunity 
Employer

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

Help Wanted
COMMERCIAL CONSTRUC-
TION Company now hiring Me-
chanic/Driver. Drug Test and 
Pre-Employment Physical re-
quired. Must have own tools 
and CDL.

Apply at 2800 Windecker by
Midland Airport or call

(432)638-2920 or
(432)563-5393

You may send resume to:
General Superintendent

P.O. Box 60708
Midland, TX 79711

“DRIVERS”
Want to be home daily? 

Want scheduled 
days off weekly?

Want a sign on bonus 
up to $4000.00?

Excellent benefits include:
* Health
* Dental
* Vision
* 401K
* Safety bonus
Coastal Transport is now seek-
ing individuals to deliver petro-
leum product in and around 
surrounding areas of Big 
Spring. Must be 23 years of 
age, have a Class A license 
with Tanker and Haz-Mat en-
dorsements with 1 year 
tractor/trailer experience.
Please contact Russell @ 
1-888-527-7221 for more infor-
mation.

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FOOD SERVICE Workers 
needed. Experience neces-
sary. Great Pay, Flexible 
hours. Apply in person Student 
Center, Howard College.

Help Wanted
FOOD SERVICE Manager. Ex-
perience necessary. Salary, 
Benefits. Fax resume to 
(817)656-9327. Apply in per-
son Student Center, Howard 
College.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Wanted 
You will work on a variety of 
print related projects from lo-
gos, branding, packaging, 
POS, advertisements, sales 
presentations, large banner 
graphics, magazine design and 
much more? The ideal candi-
date will have at least 2-3 
years of experience in graphic 
design and have a strong com-
mand of Adobe Programs. 
To apply please visit us online 
at www.themediaco.net or 
email your resume to 
brian@themediaco.net or call 
432-599-8018.

HOUSEKEEPER/ LAUNDRY
Attendant wanted. Please ap-
ply at the Comfort Inn at 2900 
East I-20. Must be reliable and 
pass background check.

LOOKING FOR energetic per-
son to clean house twice a 
month. Must be thorough and 
pay great attention to detail. 
Call (432)264-6352.

MT/ MLT 
Mitchell County Hospital Dis-
trict in Colorado City seeks 
Certified Medical Technologists 
(MT) or Medical Laboratory 
Technicians (MLT) to join our 
team. Competitive salary and 
excellent benefits package. Ex-
perience preferred. Please 
send resume to: Karl Stinson, 
CEO, 997 W. 1-20, Colorado 
City, TX 79512, or fax: 
(325)728-8974. Applications 
are also available online at 
www.mitchellcounty
hospital.com

NOW HIRING Bartenders and 
Cocktail waitresses.  Must be 
18.  Call the San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill at (432)267-1767 or 
213-0946.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is seeking a creative, en-
ergetic individual for the posi-
tion of Waitstaff/Cook. The po-
sition involves the day to day 
activities of a restaurant style 
dietary department. Pay based 
on experience. Apply in person 
at 501 W. 17th. Street.

POSITION AVAILABLE at The 
Boys & Girls Club. Must have 
outgoing personality, patience, 
& love children. Apply at The 
Salvation Army Boys & Girls 
Club, 811 West 5th.

Help Wanted
POST OFFICE Hiring Nation-
ally! Avg. pay $20/hr, $57K/yr 
including Federal Benefits, 
OT. Optional fee-based test 
prep materials, not affiliated 
with the US Postal Service. 
1-866-795-4058.

REEF
Reef Services, LLC is seeking 
an oilfield production chemical

Sales Representative
Must have several years 
experience and extensive 

working knowledge of 
production chemicals.

Class B CDL, with hazmat 
& tanker helpful.
Salary position, 

company vehicles,
Full benefit plan, 401k match 

& bonus plan. 
EOE

Human Resources Department
P.O. Box 11347

Midland, Texas 79702
Email: hr@reefcorp.com

Fax: (800)504-1840

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

SHIMMY YOUR way to a 
healthier new you! Bellydance 
class starting Tuesday at 
7:00PM, Techno Salon, Big 
Spring Mall. Contact Victoria 
(432)816-3546 for more infor-
mation.

Items for Sale
$250 KING Pillow top no flip 
mattress & box set, NEW with 
Warranty. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
Wrought Iron Bed with Mat-
tress set. Both New $325. 
432-664-8980.

6PC. BEDROOM set. New, still 
in boxes. $450. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
BRAND NEW double/full size 
mattress set. $120. Twin matt 
set. $100. Both new, warranty. 
432-664-8980.

HUGE CHENILLE Sofa and 
Love Retails for $3350 need 
$1400 must see. 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
New Leather Sofa. Factory 
warranty. $700. 432-664-8980.

NAME BRAND Laptops - Ab-
solutely Free! Get the Laptop 
You Deserve New! Super Thin 
- Super Fast Includes Free 
Shipping! Log In Now!
www.SuperFreeLaptop.com

Lost and Found
LADIES BRACELET Lost on 
Wed. 4th. Has Great Sentimen-
tal Value. Generous Award. 
Call (432)213-6833.

Miscellaneous
ADJUSTABLE KING- NEW
bed and memory foam mat-
tress split king, list $5500, sell 
$1990. 806-549-3110...............
Cereamic tile dining set and 
chairs, BRAND NEW!!! $260. 
806-549-3110...........................

COOKWARE-NEW YEARS 09 
clearance! We stopped doing 
dinner parties! Have some 
beautiful 22-pc. sets left! Surgi-
cal stainless steel! 7-ply and 
new in box! Lifetime warranty! 
Were $1899.00, first five call-
ers buy for $299.00! 
vaposeal.com 1-800-434-4628!

On the Farm
2008 HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
Tridan (Sweet)

1- 2500 Round Bales 5x6
806-239-1942

Pets
AKC AKITAS, Big beautiful 7 
weeks old. Current on shots. 
$300.00. Parents on premises. 
Going fast. Call 432-634-0667 
or 620-8855.

BOXER PUPPIES for Sale, 
$100.00 each. Call after 
5:00pm (432)213-4909.

Real Estate for Rent
$380/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 30 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 
x F086.

1505 TUCSON. Remodeled 
Four bedroom, two bath, CH/A. 
$750.00 Month, $500.00 de-
posit. No HUD, No pets 
non-smokers preferred. Refer-
ences required. Call 
(432)270-3849.

1900 ALABAMA 4 bdr, 2 bath, 
Newly remodeled. Fenced 
yard. $800/ month, $750/ de-
posit. Call after 5pm 
432-816-1255 or 263-8005.

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

Are You
Compassionate?

Do You Enjoy Helping
Others?

Are You Seeking An

Your Efforts?
We are looking for a 

person who is energetic 
and assertive, warm, 
caring and honest to 

help with cemetery and 
funeral prearrangement 

and our aftercare 
programs.

Do you want 
professional training 

with continued support, 

earning potential with 
health and retirement 

resume with references 
to nolaj@npwelch.com

Call
(432) 816-9800

16
91

1
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TexSCAN Week of                   
March 8, 2009

AUTOS 
$500! POLICE IMPOUNDS & Repos! 2000
Kia Sephia $800! 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse
$850! 1999 Ford Ranger $600 OBO! All
run good. Cars from $500! Fee for listings,
1-800-544-1092 ext. L358

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
100% RECESSION PROOF! Do you earn
$800 in a day? Your own local candy route.
25 machines and candy. All  for $9,995. 1-
888-625-5481. Multi  Vend, LLC.

DRIVERS
D R I V E R :  J O I N  P T L t o d a y !  C o m p a n y
D r i v e r s - E a r n  u p  t o  3 8 ¢  c p m .  1 / 2  c p m
increase every 60K miles.  Average 2,800
miles/week. CDL-A required. www.ptl-inc.
com 1-877-740-6262.

EXAM / PREP
POST OFFICE HIRING Nationally! Aver-
age pay $20/hr, $57K/yr, including Federal
benefits, OT optional fee-based test, prep
materials, not affiliated with the US Postal
Service. 1-866-533-5973

HOMES FOR SALE
4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH $215/month. 5 bedroom, 4 
bath, $284/month. Foreclosures & HUD’s. 5% down,
20 years, buy@8%. These homes won’t last. Fee for 
listings, 1-800-544-6258 ext.S898.
FORECLOSURES & BANK repos! 5 bedroom, 4 bath,
$17,975 or $265/month. 4 bedroom, 2 bath, $10,100 or
$199/month. 5% down, 20 years, buy @ 8%. These homes
won’t last. Fee for listings, 1-800-544-6258 ext. S910.

MISCELLANEOUS
AIRLINES ARE HIRING, Train for high paying
aviation maintenance career. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if qualified. Housing available. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-888-349-5387.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers, Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-866-
858-2121, www.CenturaOnline.com
PUBLIC SAFETY/INTEGRITY www.righ-
teousnessofchrist.org Chemistry of your mind.
www.spiritual-darkness.org

NOTICES
DIVORCE WITH OR without children $95.00.
With free name change documents (wife only) and
marital settlement agreement. Fast and easy. Call
us 24hrs./7 days: 1-888-789-0198.

REAL ESTATE
20 ACRES, NORTH of Brackettville. Oak, ceader,
brush cover. Whitetail, exotics, turkey, hogs. End of road,
boarders large ranch. $1350/acre, owner/TX Vet fi nacin-
ing. 1-800-876-9720. www.texasranchland.com
ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake Medina/
Bandera 1/4 acre tract, central W/S/E, RV/motor 
home/house, OK only $830 down $235 month
(12.91%/10yr), Guaranteed financing, More infor-
mation call 1-830-460-8354
TEXAS & OLD MEXICO: Affordable hunting &
fishing property. 100 acres for $79,000 with 10% down
& no credit check. All sizes available up to 20,000
acres. Call 1-877-77-BIGLAND (1-877-772-4452)
TEXAS 20 ACRES Only $13,500 -0- down $135.00
monthly. 10%-210 payments. No credit check. Roads-
Surveyed. That’s only 1.5 per sq. ft! Free information.
1-877-532-4511 www.lonestarinvestments.com

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

To Order: Call This Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service at

1-800-749-4793 Today!

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad .................$450

307 Newspapers, 1,018,298 Circulation
North Region Only ........$195

99 Newspapers, 270,048 Circulation
South Region Only .......$195

107 Newspapers, 501,689 Circulation
West Region Only .........$195

101 Newspapers, 246,561 Circulation

Want to have the
adventure of a life-

time 
without all the

fuss?
Read!

        



SPENDING
Continued from Page 1A

Explaining his deci-
sion, Obama said that 
future earmarks must 
have a “legitimate and 
worthy public pur-
pose”, and the any ear-
mark for a private com-
pany should be subject 
to competitive bidding 
rules. Plus he said he’ll 
“work with Congress” 
to eliminate any the ad-
ministration objects to.

But he acknowledged 
that earmarks have 
bred “cynicism”, and he 
declared, “This piece of 
legislation must mark 
an end to the old way of 
doing business.”

White House officials 
in recent weeks have 
dismissed criticism 
of the earmarks in the 
bill, saying the legisla-
tion was a remnant of 
last year and that the 
president planned to 
turn his attention to fu-

ture spending instead of 
looking backward.

White House spokes-
man Robert Gibbs said 
Obama wouldn’t be 
the first president to 
sign legislation that 
he viewed as less than 
ideal. Asked whether 
Obama had second 
thoughts about signing 
the bill, Gibbs’ reply 
was curt: “No.”

“This is necessary to 
continue funding gov-
ernment,” Gibbs said. 
“It represents last year’s 
business. Although it’s 
not perfect, the presi-
dent will sign the legis-
lation, but demonstrate 
for all involved rules 
moving forward that he 
thinks can make this 
process work a little bit 
better.”

During his presiden-
tial campaign, Obama 
promised to force Con-
gress to curb its pork-
barrel-spending ways. 
Yet the bill sent from the 
Democratic-controlled 

Congress to the White 
House on Tuesday con-
tained 7,991 earmarks 
totaling $5.5 billion, ac-
cording to calculations 
by the Republican staff 
of the House Appropria-
tions Committee.

The 1,132-page bill has 
an extraordinary reach, 
wrapping together nine 
spending bills to fund 
the annual operating 
budgets of every Cabi-
net department except 
Defense, Homeland Se-
curity and Veterans Af-
fairs. Among the many 
earmarks are $485,000 
for a boarding school for 
at-risk native students 
in western Alaska and 
$1.2 million for Helen 
Keller International so 
the nonprofit can pro-
vide eyeglasses to stu-
dents with poor vision.

Most of the govern-
ment has been running 
on a stopgap funding 
bill set to expire at mid-
night Wednesday. Re-
fusing to sign the newly 

completed spending bill 
would force Congress 
to pass another bill to 
keep the lights on come 
Thursday or else shut 
down the massive feder-
al government. That is 
an unlikely possibility 
for a president who has 
spent just seven weeks 
in office.

The $410 billion bill 
includes significant 
increases in food aid 
for the poor, energy re-
search and other pro-
grams. It was supposed 
to have been completed 
last fall, but Democrats 
opted against election-
year battles with Repub-
licans and former Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

The measure was a top 
priority for Democratic 
leaders, who praised it 
for numerous increases 
denied by Bush. It once 
enjoyed support from 
Republicans.

But the bill ran into 
an unexpected political 
hailstorm in Congress 

after Obama’s spending-
heavy economic stimu-
lus bill and his 2010 bud-
get plan, which forecast 
a $1.8 trillion deficit 
for the current budget 
year.

The bill’s big increas-
es — among them a 
14 percent boost for a 
popular program that 
feeds infants and poor 
women and a 10 percent 
increase for housing 
vouchers for the poor — 
represent a clear win for 
Democrats who spent 
most of the past decade 
battling with Bush over 
money for domestic pro-
grams.

Generous above-in-
flation increases are 
spread throughout, in-
cluding a $2.4 billion, 
13 percent increase for 
the Agriculture Depart-
ment and a 10 percent 

increase for the money-
losing Amtrak passen-
ger rail system. The 
measure also contains a 
provision denying law-
makers the automatic 
cost-of-living pay in-
crease they are due next 
Jan. 1.
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265+ ALL DIGITAL CHANNELS!
130 HD CHANNELS!

FREE HBO, Showtime & Starz 
for 3 Months!

Packages Start only $29.99
FREE DVR/HD

No Start Up Costs!
We’re Local Installers!

Toll Free 800-214-7110

Channel Pkgs.
Start 

$29.99 / mo

Man Builds Record-Size Tree HouseAfter
Using Thera-Gesic®
BEXAR COUNTY- TomW. applied Thera-Gesic® on
his aching knee, then built a monster 1650 sq. ft. tree
house on his friend's ranch while his friend was
on vacation. When asked why he built the tree
house, especially knowing his friend had no kids,

he painlessly replied: “None of
your dang business!”
Go painlessly with Thera-Gesic®
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Chaney’s Jewelry
Rings & Things

For Your Wedding
From engagement rings and wedding
bands to beautiful  attendant gifts. We
have a huge selection of jewelry and
fine gifts for your once-in-a-lifetime
event.

1706 Gregg                                                 263-2781
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8 1211 Scurry  • 432-264-6094
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 - 5:30

8:30 - 12:00 Every 1st & 3rd. Saturday

15558-one way salon-12-28.indd   1 2/17/09   3:30:10 PM

Daily Specials
Fish Fry Platter

2 Sides
$8.95

or
Sausage, Biscuit

& Gravy
$3.29
Each

LOS TRES MESQUITES
Mexican Food, Burgers,
Bakery & Much More

Call In Orders
Welcome

We Are Open
Mon. Thru Sun. 7-9

432-517-4298
1103 East 11th Place 15

72
3
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2000
 Harley Classic

Excellent Condition
35K Miles

$7,800

Call

432-352-3640

16
90
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Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 05/03/09
16049

 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Affordable 
pre-need plans

ROADS
Continued from Page 1A

formed on Main and Scurry 
streets. Main will be resurfaced 
from First to 18th, while Scurry 
will be renovated from First to 
24th. Portions of Lancaster and 
other streets also will receive 
facelifts, officials said.

Resurfacing work will consti-
tute much of the overall work, 
but other related projects include 
landscaping of several downtown 
areas and installing ramps to sev-
eral sidewalk areas.

The overall project is expected 
to last about 13 months, with 
road resurfacing expected to be 
completed by late September or 
early October, Wofford said.

“They’re going to complete the 
downtown area first, then work 
their way south,” he said.

Wofford said he hopes residents 
and businesses accept a certain 
degree of inconvenience while 
the projects are ongoing.

“We know there’s going to be 
inconvenience — there’s really 
nothing we can do to prevent it,” 
he said. “But about all we can do 
is get our work crews in there, 
get the work done as fast as we 

can, then get them out.”
Wofford also asked residents to 

avoid work areas if possible.
“During the construction peri-

od, if you can avoid those areas, 
it would be beneficial,” he said. 
“There will be a lot of large equip-
ment out there ... and it could be 
kind of dangerous.”

Work crews are expected to be 
at work between 7:30 a.m. and 6 
p.m. Monday through Friday, 
Wofford said.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Rea-
gan at 263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-
mail at reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

ROBBERY
Continued from Page 1A

closed amount of cash and fled the 
scene.

Using descriptions provided by both 

clerks, police were able to locate the 
suspect’s unoccupied vehicle at the 
800 block of Willia. After a short wait, 
police spotted Montez entering the ve-
hicle. He was immediately detained, 
Everett said.

Montez was subsequently identified 

by the Star Stop clerk as the person 
who had robbed the establishment 
and was charged with aggravated 
robbery, a first-degree felony.

Further charges in connection with 
the 7-Eleven robbery will possibly fol-
low, pending witness statements, Ev-

erett said.
Montez is in custody in Howard 

County Jail in lieu of $50,000 bond.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 
263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail at report-
er@bigspringherald.com

Lawyer: Madoff will plead guilty 
to all charges without deal, 
faces up to 150 years in prison

NEW YORK (AP) — Bernard Madoff could be fac-
ing his final hours of freedom after acknowledging 
that he will plead guilty to charges that he engi-
neered one of the largest investment scams in U.S. 
history and was ready to face a prison sentence of 
up to 150 years.

The revelation came Tuesday in U.S. District 
Court in Manhattan, where Madoff waited for more 
than three hours in a conference room to avoid a 
clash with angry investors before appearing in 
court for the first time in nearly two months for 
what was to be a routine hearing.

An attorney for the 70-year-old former Nasdaq 
chairman told the judge Madoff intends to plead 
guilty this week to all 11 felony counts, including 
securities fraud and perjury.

The judge will decide Thursday whether to accept 
the plea and, if so, whether Madoff should remain 
free pending sentencing in several months.

Madoff, who was wearing a bulletproof vest, is 
accused of running a gigantic Ponzi scheme, de-
frauding billions of dollars from retirees, charities, 
school trusts and even Holocaust survivors.

Investigators find federal agency 
misses, minimizes health hazards

(AP) —The federal agency charged with protecting 
the public near toxic pollution sites often obscures 

or overlooks potential health hazards, uses inade-
quate analysis and fails to zero in on toxic culprits, 
congressional investigators and scientists say.

A House investigative report says officials from 
the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Reg-
istry “deny, delay, minimize, trivialize or ignore 
legitimate health concerns.”

Local communities have voiced frustration and 
confusion at findings by the agency that are chal-
lenged by outside scientists or are ambiguous about 
whether people living near industrial pollution or 
toxic dumps or breathe foul-smelling air have rea-
son to worry.

“Time and time again ATSDR appears to avoid 
clearly and directly confronting the most obvious 
toxic culprits that harm the health of local commu-
nities throughout the nation,” said the report from 
the House Science and Technology investigations 
and oversight subcommittee.

NKorea accuses Obama’s 
government of meddling

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North Korea accused 
President Barack Obama’s government of med-
dling in its internal affairs Wednesday and vowed 
to take “every necessary measure” to defend itself 
against what it calls U.S. threats.

The statement by North Korea’s Foreign Minis-
try, however, was far less harsh than rhetoric is-
sued by the country’s military during the run-up 
to joint U.S.-South Korean war games that started 
across the South on Monday. The North’s military 
has threatened South Korean passenger planes and 

put its troops on standby.
Still, the Foreign Ministry’s statement was sig-

nificant in that it was the agency’s first on the U.S. 
since Obama’s inauguration, an analyst said.

“The Foreign Ministry is Washington’s direct ne-
gotiating partner and has not engaged in criticizing 
the U.S. so far,” said Kim Yong-hyun, a professor 
at Seoul’s Dongguk University. “This means they 
have started expressing pent-up complaints.”

However, the ministry’s less strident tone than 
other agencies reflects Pyongyang’s willingness for 
negotiation, Kim said.

Fresh off Obama meeting, U.N. 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
heads to Capitol Hill

WASHINGTON (AP) — Buoyed by President Ba-
rack Obama’s pledge to work on bringing peace 
to Darfur, the U.N. chief is making the rounds of 
Capitol Hill to strengthen cooperation on climate 
change and other pressing global crises.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon was to meet with 
Rep. Howard Berman, D-Calif., the House Foreign 
Relations chairman, Wednesday morning and with 
Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, in the afternoon.

Climate change was expected to dominate Ban’s 
meetings. There also has been interest on the Hill 
about Sudan and the way the United Nations con-
ducts its investigation into Israel’s bombing of a 
U.N. compound in Gaza City.

News in Brief▼
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place For Sale
$50,000 Cash
To Seller

Ventura-3-3-09.indd   1 3/3/09   8:14:25 AM

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

CONCRETE

LAWN CARE
Mowing • Alleys • Tilling
Hauling • Tree Trimming

Cleanout Storage Buildings
Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service
816-6150 - Cell

267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES 16624

16624 danny scoggin-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:10:37 PM

AC & HEATING

Crossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &

 Ice Machines
We service all makes

and models!
Cell: (432) 270-0501

24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C 27

04
0
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AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

16693 johnson sheet metal REVISED.indd   1 2/27/09   2:11:31 PM

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

L & R 
Construction
 Custom Cabinets, Laminate 
Counter Tops, Entertainment 
Centers, Book Cases, Storage 

Cabinets, Bed Frames, 
Furniture, Home Remodeling, 

Repairs, Painting, 
Storage Buildings.

16
78

7

432-213-5540

16787 L & R Construction.indd   1 2/27/09   2:27:54 PM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Complete Home Remodel

Tile - Sheetrock - 
- Appliance Install -

Free Estimates
432-816-6282

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

18
30

3

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH

CALL
(432) 264-6134

“Se Habla Espanol”
*With RAL Approval

On Income Tax Refund
Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
406 Runnels
(Across From Bargain Mart)

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

HOME IMPROVEMENT

EXECUTIVE PAINTING
Comm. / Res.

Interior / Exterior
Drywall - Texture Repair

20 yrs. experience
432-816-3903

LEAVE MESSAGE15879

15879-GARY WEEKS-2-1.indd   1 1/30/09   9:56:25 AM

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

CONCRETE
All types of Concrete work 

and Repair Jobs
Concrete, Stucco, Block, 

Brick, Stone.

Free Estimates
CALL DAVID LOPEZ

213-4752
or 213-1181 16397

16397-lopez.indd   1 2/13/09   8:59:36 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Michael's
Home & Bus. Repair

Carpentry, Painting, Drywall, 
Appliances & Fixtures, Minor 

Plumbing & Electrical.  Personal 
Asst./Shopper

20+ Yrs. Exp.
HOW MAY I BE OF SERVICE

(2-HR. MIN.)
432-213-2316 16402

16402-MICHAEL MADRY-2-13.indd   1 2/11/09   11:01:36 AM

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED

16519 CYC LAWN.indd   1 2/13/09   8:53:37 AM

SALON

"Stylin' Station"
Full Service Hair Salon

NAILS & MASSAGE Available

1001 E. 11th Place     267-6554
Walk-Ins Welcome

Gifts Available!! 16634

$5.00 Off

 First Set Nails (with coupon)

$5.00 Off 
First Massage (with coupon)

16634 southwest stylin-3-1-09 2x.indd   1 2/27/09   2:09:46 PM

 HOUSEKEEPING

TIDY LADY
CLEANING!!!

 Experienced in home/
office cleaning. 

I do my own work and have 
references. Honest, 

dependable, and hardworking.
Please call

16
82

7

(903) 449-0963

16827 jacqueline morris.indd   1 3/5/09   8:33:57 AM

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

BUS & SERV-3-10-09.indd   1 3/10/09   9:13:56 AM
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

Our View

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Miguel

Perez

David

Limbaugh

Truth becomes an obstacle

An Orwellian bully pulpit

I
n Congress and in the me-
dia, Sen. Robert Menendez, 
D-N.J., was being treated 
as an obstacle last week. He 

was telling the truth about Cuba, 
the land of his ancestors, but 
sometimes, for some people, the 
truth becomes an 
obstacle.

One news story 
said Menendez 
sent “Congress 
into overtime.” An-
other story noted 
that his “stinging 
defection” threat-
ened the Demo-
cratic leadership’s 
ability to pass the 
$410 billion omni-
bus spending bill, 
which is meant 
to fund the federal government 
through September.

And yet what Menendez was 
doing was standing on prin-
ciple against three sneaked-in 
foreign policy provisions that 
have nothing to do with funding 
U.S. government operations. He 
also was standing against a very 
undemocratic way of changing 
U.S. policy toward Cuba; there 
was not even an open debate on 
the subject.

“This body is being asked to 
swallow these changes in the 
crudest process I can imagine 
— without analysis, without 
inclusion and without debate,” 
Menendez charged on the Senate 
floor last week. “Supporters of 
these modifications claim to be 
carrying them out in the hopes 
of fostering democratic change 
in Cuba, even as they do so in 
a way that silences democratic 
debate in our country.”

But Menendez was not to be si-
lenced. In his impassioned hour-
long speech, the New York-born 
son of Cuban refugees spoke of 
a brutal dictatorship that has 
“gilded the spirit of their people 
over a rotten core of brutality, 
deprivation and fear.” He spoke 
of Cuba’s countless murders, 
human rights violations, young 
men and women forced to do 
hard labor against their will, 
and dissidents who have been 
beaten or sentenced to decades 
in prison “for the crime of think-
ing independent thoughts, for 
the crime of asking for change.” 

He spoke of the average Cuban 
worker, who “lives on an in-
come of less than a dollar a day,” 
thanks to a 50-year-old failed 
revolution, which has made the 
Cuban people regress.

“The island was not rich in 
1959,” Menendez said. “Yet Cu-
bans have fewer opportunities to 
get ahead than they did 50 years 
ago.” The speech was so loaded 
with vivid examples of the reali-
ties of life in Cuba that it already 
has become a hit on YouTube 
(“Menendez speech on the Reali-
ties in Cuba”).

Although the bill’s Cuba provi-
sions do not lift the 47-year-old 
U.S. trade embargo against the 
Communist island outright, they 
clearly begin a process of relax-
ing trade and travel restrictions 
against the Fidel/Raul Castro re-
gime, without proper discussion 
in Congress and without first 
getting a single human rights 
concession from the world’s old-
est dictatorship.

Amazingly, the provisions 
don’t even call on the Cuban gov-
ernment to free political prison-
ers, hold democratic elections, 
stop persecuting dissidents, 
show some respect for human 
rights, or allow the Cuban people 
to congregate and express them-
selves freely.

Yet instead of condemning the 
House opportunists who tucked 
these provisions into a bill 
where they don’t belong, instead 
of blasting them for their sneaky 
way of doing the people’s busi-
ness, some leftist, liberal organi-
zations and very naive bloggers 
were condemning Menendez for 
“blocking the work that has to 
be done in Congress.”

They saw him as an obstacle, 
as if telling the truth about Cuba 
was getting in the way of their 
own omnibus funding or their 
leftist agenda.

While Barack Obama was 
campaigning for president last 
year, he vowed to relax some of 
the restrictions on Cuba, yet he 
also pledged to use the embargo 
as leverage to seek democratic 
reforms on the island.

Menendez, swimming against 
the tide in his own party, was, in 
effect, assisting the GOP leaders 
wanting to torpedo the entire bill 
because it also includes $7.7 bil-

lion in wasteful earmark spend-
ing.Yet Menendez courageously 
called on President Obama to 
resist signing the bill with the 
Cuba provisions intact.

“If the omnibus bill is signed 
by the president as is, he will be 
extending a hand, while the Cas-
tro regime maintains its iron-
handed clenched fist,” Menendez 
said, insisting that the Cuba 
provisions were placing the 
whole appropriations package 
in jeopardy. By not supporting 
the bill in the Senate, Menendez 
risked causing the Democrats to 
fall short of the 60 votes needed 
to advance the measure beyond a 
Republican filibuster.

The Cuba provisions ease 
travel restrictions to the island 
by Cuban-Americans and by U.S. 
merchants seeking to sell food 
and medical supplies to Havana. 
A sticking point for Menendez 
was that the provisions also 
lift the current requirement 
that Cuba pay for food before it 
leaves the United States

“That suggested policy change 
would give the Cuban regime 
financial credit to purchase agri-
cultural products from the U.S.,” 
Menendez said. 

“Considering the serious eco-
nomic crisis we’re facing right 
now, we need to focus on solu-
tions for hardworking Ameri-
cans, not subsidies for a brutal 
dictatorship,” Menendez said.

Of course, for those who 
wanted to flush this bill through 
the Senate in a hurry, all this 
talk about Cuba became an 
obstacle. And instead of blaming 
those who sneaked Cuba into the 
bill, they blamed Menendez and 
described him as a Democratic 
defector.

On Tuesday, after receiving 
assurances from the Treasury 
Department that the bill’s 
language would not impact U.S. 
policy toward Cuba, Menendez 
finally dropped his opposition to 
the bill. 

Nevertheless, for telling the 
truth about Cuba before we 
blindly jumped into bed with 
the tyrannical Castro brothers 
and for standing up to his fellow 
Democrats to defend the quest 
for freedom in the land of his 
ancestors, Menendez deserves 
respect and admiration.

D
oes the following state-
ment from Melody 
C. Barnes, director 
of President Barack 

Obama’s Domestic Policy Coun-
cil, strike you as a) patronizing 
or b) Orwellian? “The presi-
dent believes that 
it’s particularly 
important to sign 
this (presidential 
memorandum 
authorizing federal 
funding for human 
embryonic stem 
cell research) so 
that we can put 
science and tech-
nology back at the 
heart of pursuing 
a broad range of 
national goals.”

Your answer should be both a 
and b, especially when consid-
ered in conjunction with an-
other presidential memorandum 
“aimed at insulating scientific 
decisions across the federal 
government from political influ-
ence.”

The president brazenly ser-
monizes against scientifically 
challenged conservatives while 
triggering federal funding of 
research that is scientifically 
controversial and preparing to 
impose cap and trade penalties 
on corporate America in defer-
ence to global warming junk 
science.

While you won’t hear much 
about this in the mainstream 
media, there is a meeting cur-
rently taking place in New York 
City that serves as an ironic 
backdrop for Obama’s embry-
onic stem cell order.

OneNewsNow.com reports 
that more than 70 scientists — 
representing the views of tens 
of thousands more scientists — 
are meeting at The Heartland 
Institute’s second annual Inter-
national Conference on Climate 
Change to make the case that 
politically motivated alarmism, 
not science, is driving climate 
change activism, which poten-
tially threatens the sovereignty 
of the United States.

At the conference, European 
Union and Czech Republic Presi-
dent Vaclav Klaus likened those 
pushing global warming hys-
teria to the communists of Old 
Europe, who refused to listen 
to opposing views. Their goal, 
Klaus warned, is to control the 
public.

Sounds familiar. The Obama 
administration repeatedly 
implements policies that are in 
direct contradiction to its benign 
rhetoric, which is what I mean 
by “Orwellian.” Consider its fis-
cal recklessness accompanied by 
promises of fiscal responsibility, 
including its staggering denial 
that it is promoting earmarks. 
Or its boasts of bipartisanship 
while shutting Republicans out 
of the legislative process. Or call-
ing its plan to chill an employ-
ee’s choice to opt out of union 
membership the “Employee Free 
Choice Act.”

But Obama’s statements while 
introducing his embryonic stem 
cell executive order truly take 
the cake. He said: “But after 
much discussion, debate and 
reflection, the proper course 
has become clear. The major-
ity of Americans, from across 
the political spectrum and from 
all backgrounds and beliefs, 
have come to a consensus that 
we should pursue this research 
— that the potential it offers is 
great, and with proper guide-
lines and strict oversight, the 
perils can be avoided.”

It would take several columns 
to parse that statement alone, 
but just look at the misleading 
phraseology: “The majority of 
Americans … have come to a 
consensus.” Assuming a major-
ity favors embryonic stem cell 
research — and even federal tax-
payer funding for it — is it not 
deceptive to imply that a major-
ity constitutes a consensus?

Of course, those who agree on 
a proposition always share a 
consensus among themselves, 
but doesn’t “consensus” suggest 
that there is almost unanimity 
on the issue?

The answer is yes.

The Obama left repeatedly uses 
this type of language to manu-
facture the impression that only 
a fringe minority disagrees with 
the overwhelmingly accepted 
majority view. They declare a 
consensus when there isn’t one 
and bully the true opposition 
from voicing their concerns. 
They do it with global warming, 
embryonic stem cell research, 
“intelligent design” theory and 
now Keynesian economics.

They have plenty of help from 
the liberal lapdog media. They 
dutifully report that Obama is 
lifting a ban on embryonic stem 
cell research when there has 
been no ban on such research, 
only a restriction on federal 
funding for it. Nowhere do they 
acknowledge the genuine ethi-
cal objections to or the scientific 
problems that have been encoun-
tered in such research. Instead, 
they just portray opponents of 
federal subsidies for the practice 
as Luddites.

While the left ridicules those 
who don’t buy into their decreed 
“consensuses,” they are the ones 
who suppress scientific inquiry 
and debate on various issues. 
They are the ones who suppress 
publication of facts.

You’ll rarely hear from them 
about the failures and hazards 
of embryonic stem cell research, 
such as a report that embryonic 
cells injected into a boy caused 
multiple brain tumors. You’ll 
never hear them speak about the 
increasing successes of adult 
stem cell research, even though 
adult stem cell science is less 
expensive, more accessible, 
probably involves less cancer-
causing risk, and is not ethically 
controversial.

Beware; when the Obama left 
mounts its rhetorical high horse 
and tells us it is advancing sci-
ence in furtherance of a consen-
sus, it is most likely signaling 
that it is implementing a highly 
controversial, scientifically du-
bious policy whose opposition it 
intends to intimidate and silence 
with the formidable force of the 
presidential bully pulpit.

A
n ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure. As we’ve noted before, 
few adages could be more correct, 
nor could they apply to more situa-

tions in our lives. And that means we should 
keep it in mind these days with spring — and 
the prospect of stormy weather — right around 
the corner.

Spring is when our area traditionally expe-
riences a great deal of the severe weather — 
things like hail storms and tornadoes. While 
there’s no way to prevent such storms, there 
is a way to learn more about them and to be 
prepared.

That’s why the National Weather Service will 
conduct SkyWarn classes throughout West 
Texas in the coming weeks.

The class in Big Spring will be held Thursday, 
March 19, in an effort to have area residents 
ready to face potentially violent weather.

Slated for 7 p.m. until 9 p.m. in the Big 
Spring City Council Chambers, located at 307 
E. Fourth Street, the class will be an excellent 
way to check preparedness at the beginning of 
the severe weather season.

Other classes will also be held in the area. 
In Garden City, the class will be Feb. 24 in the 
community center. And on April 6, a class will 
be held in Stanton at the Martin County Court-
house.

According to NWS Warning Coordination 
Meteorologist Pat Vesper, the class will in-
clude information on tracking and classifying 
storms and various weather conditions, but 
it’s not limited to emergency management of-
ficials and storm chasers.

“It has a lot to offer everyone,” said Vesper. 
“We offer a lot of information on safety during 
storms and bad weather the average person can 
use to protect themselves and their families.”

SkyWarn classes’ main focus is safety and 
cover the most common sever weather situa-
tions for the Harea in hopes of preparing area 
residents for worst case scenarios.

“It’s really a lot of good information for peo-
ple to have,” said Big Spring Police Depart-
ment Lt. Terry Chamness. “It gives people a 
basic knowledge of what severe weather is like 
in our area. Since we’re getting ready to head 
into the severe weather season, which begins 
in March and lasts until October, this is really 
important information to have.”

We couldn’t agree more, and that’s why we 
encourage local residents to make the most of 
these opportunities.

What’s more, there’s no charge for the class-
es

Sounds like good use of a couple of hours to 
us.�

SkyWarn class
a chance to get
ready for storms�

Letter policies
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A Small Prayer

May we define our reputation with Your 
Love, Lord.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®

Real Estate for Rent
Under New Ownership

New Name
TANGLEWOOD GROVE 

APTS
Efficiency, 

One- Two- Three Bedroom
(Unfurnished)

*All New Appliances & Fixtures
*Security System in Place
*FREE HS Wireless Internet
*Picnic/BBQ Area 
*Laundry & Vending Facility

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432)714-4840
(559)309-1968

Real Estate for Sale
3 BEDROOM, 2 bath with Of-
fice, 2 car garage, shop, live 
stock barn with corrals on 4.9 
acres in Ackerly. $90,000.00 
Call 432-353-4731 or 
270-0215.

4 BEDROOM 3 bath Foreclo-
sure Only $44,900! For Listings
800-544-6258 x S382.

BY OWNER- 3547 Sq. Ft. 
Brick-  4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 3 
living rooms,  2 car garage, 
1-1/2 acres. 8403 Gail Hwy. 
Below appraisal $179,500.00. 
432-270-4646. 

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm, 2 
bath! Only $22,900!  Must see! 
For listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED! Easy 
Terms, no closing costs! 1307 
Mt. Vernon & 1413 Sycamore. 
Call Lana at TruStar RE 
(432)264-8166.

LAND FOR Sale, 10 acres lo-
cated South of Big Spring in 
Tubbs Addition. Total fenced, 
pipe gate entrances. Interested 
parties call 432-466-1056.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath,  2,500 sq. ft.. 
$3,950. Down, $735. per 
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call United Agent 
(432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE- 2715 Cen-
tral Drive, Kentwood addition, 
near school. 3/2, fireplace, 
shop, fenced. $98,000.00 with 
Small Down. Payments 
$851.00 monthly. Call 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

Real Estate for Sale

OWNER FINANCE. 2/1. Low 
monthly. Low down. 1301 Park. 
(325)277-4923.

RENOVATED 3 Bedroom, 3 
bath home in Kentwood. Se-
questered master, spacious 
den, Bonus Room, and
Workshop, Home Real-
tors, Call Linda Barnes, 
432-270-0062.

SMALL 2 bdr., 1 bath, fenced 
yard with deck, CH/A, 
432-263-6887 or 213-8220. 
Larger 2 bdr., 1 bath with den 
available soon!

OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 508 State Street- 2/1, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

VICTORIA HOME, 2101 Run-
nels. 3 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath.  2 
Lots, 12 foot ceilings, large 
back yard. $89,000.00. Call 
(432)816-2525.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
2000 HONDA Civic SI Cheap! 
$300 Firm! Runs! For listings 
800-544-1092 x N237.

2004 CADILLAC Deville 
57,534 miles, Great Shape. 
$10,00.00. Call (432)263-6297.

2006 HARLEY Davidson 
Springer Softail. Only has 
1,366 miles. Lots of extras. 
Asking $15,500. Excellent Con-
dition. Call 432-935-0358. Seri-
ous Inquiries Only!

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2005 F250 Crew Cab 4WD 
King Ranch — Immaculate 
Condition.

$29,995

1995 GMC Sierra Regular 
Cab 4X4 

$6,995

2009 Cadillac CTS - 13K 
Miles, Diamond White, w/
Ebony Leather.

2009 Cadillac DTS
All Power, Heated & Memory Seats, 8K Miles.

$39,995

2007 GMC Acadia - 17K One
Owner Miles.

$23,995

PONTIAC GMC

263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

16764

$37,995

The full moon yesterday
was an impressive release
of energy. There are new
ideas and possibilities
floating in
the ether —
so many, in
fact, it can
be over-
whelming to
think about.
If you’re not
sure, don’t
act. During
the restless,
void-of-
course
moon, it
may be more
productive to hold a
happy thought than it is
to actually make a move. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You are confident in
your choices, and yet you
are not so sure of yourself
that no one can sway you.
It’s wise of you to leave
room for discussion. Only
an open mind can grow. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). In an insecure
moment you might think
you require things you
definitely don’t need. Try
a minimalist viewpoint.
Ask experts for advice —
they will likely reiterate
the virtues of keeping it
simple. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Your main concern
may not be to stay on a
virtuous path. Yet the
efforts you make to be
kind and supportive will
keep your nose clear of
trouble. It’s amazing what
friendliness can do to heal
the world. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You don’t need to set
the perfect example for
others; just set the best
one you can and then
watch the rippling effect.
It will be comforting to
see how much a little bit
of good can do. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). If
only you were the type of
person who could be
satisfied with small
challenges. Alas, you’ve
decided to surmount the
moon. At least give
yourself some
intermittent checkpoints
and be sure to reward
yourself when you get to
each one.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You’re a social

creature and yet it won’t
bother you at all to work
alone now. You’ll be so
productive and the more
isolated you are the
better. Turn the phones
off and don’t check e-mail
until after lunch.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You are around
impressionable people and
it won’t take much for
you to influence them.
Therefore, it’s essential to
follow proper etiquette
and respect each person’s
right to come to their own
conclusions. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Your sense of intrigue
will be triggered by events
that are outside of the
norm. Hints of romantic
interest are dropped like
breadcrumbs on a path.
Will you follow? You
definitely love a mystery!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). You’ve always
preferred to be around
strong-minded
individuals, though
dealing daily with a
certain someone can be
frustrating. There is no
controlling this person
and you’re so much
happier when you don’t
even try. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). The task before
you is difficult. It will be
much less so as soon as
you get your team to help
you. It’s easier for you to
soldier on when the rest
of the soldiers are all
around you, marching in
time.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You could get

loose and lively with
those purse strings. A
little voice in your head
says that you deserve to
have more trinkets and
treats. You definitely do,
though it may be more
rewarding to save up for
something big. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You feel
uncharacteristically shy
around a certain person.
When you stop trying to
think of what to say, the
perfect words spring
straight from your poetic
heart to your lips.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “I am a
Taurus who is at a really
frustrating point in my
career. I slogged away for
many years trying to get
somewhere in the
entertainment field and I
created many cool
situations and learned a
lot from them. When I
finally did have a project
‘green lit’ I experienced
some success with a
partner I had been
working with for many
years. But here’s the
problem: My partner, a
Gemini, went on to bigger
and better things. I still
haven’t moved on. I have
much to be thankful for,
but somewhere deep
inside I completely resent
my partner for doing
better than I and for
leaving me in the dust.” 

Of course you have to
forgive your partner —
not in person, but in your
heart. And more
importantly forgive
yourself for comparing

your talent to others and
finding it lacking. Your
partner has different
skills. Gemini has the gift
of gab and I’m guessing is
probably a master
networker. And your
skills are equally
bankable, which you’ve
already proven once. Your
Taurus super strength is
white knuckled tenacity.
Use it to stubbornly hang
on to your dreams instead
of to harbor an
unproductive grudge. 

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Emily
Osment wins hearts as
Lilly on the hit Disney
series “Hannah Montana.”
The degree of fame she
has attained might be
tough for some teenagers,
but Pisces are usually
mature beyond their
years. Additionally,
Osment has the support of
a family of performers —
father and brother are
also actors. Her moon in
Taurus, which rules the
voice, bodes well for her
singing career. 

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

Dear Annie: My 20-year-
old son graduated high
school two years ago. He
was valedictorian, in the
top 4 percent of his class, a
gifted pianist, and was
accepted into one of the
best universities in the
country. 

He threw it all away. His
first year at college, he
failed his classes and
dropped out, leaving me
$30,000 down the drain. 

I agreed he could come
back home if he enrolled
in the junior college and
got a job.

The reason he failed
school is because he played
online video games all
night long and slept all day
instead of going to classes. 

He did the same at the
junior college, ruined his
GPA, and now has no
medical insurance, no job,
no driver’s license and no
car. 

He lied to me for months
about attending classes
and then lied about
applying for a job. He
screams and throws
things, tries to kick and
hit me, and swears and
runs off in a rage when I
try to talk with him. 

He does nothing around
the house, won’t clean up
after himself, sleeps most
of the day and runs up
huge water bills taking
hour-long showers. 

He still plays video
games, but no longer plays
the piano. I only want
him to be happy and get a
good education. 

He was sick as a child
and spent a great deal of
time in the hospital. He
doesn’t drink or take
drugs, but there are many
foods he cannot eat and he
requires supplements to
maintain a healthy diet.
He refuses to take them
anymore.

I can’t live with him
when he’s like this. He is
out of control, and I have
no idea what to do. He has
nowhere else to go and no
money to live on. — Total
Loss

Dear Total: Your son’s
problems sound more
serious than video game
addiction. 

Some mental illness first
manifests itself when
children are young adults.
Please get your son to a
doctor and explain what’s
going on. 

Ask for a complete
medical checkup and a
psychiatric evaluation.

Dear Annie: My
daughter recently
graduated from college. I

have three
siblings, and
not one of
them sent
her a
graduation
card or gift. 

When my
niece
graduated
last year, I
sent her a
generous
cash gift. I
send all my
nieces and
nephews gifts
on their
birthdays
and holidays. 

Should I tell my siblings
how slighted I feel? —
Letdown Sister

Dear Letdown: Your
siblings are not obligated
to be as generous as you,
but they should absolutely
send cards for all these
occasions. 

They may, however,
believe you would find
cards insufficient without
a gift inside. 

It is perfectly OK for you
to say that your daughter
was disappointed none of
her aunts or uncles sent a
congratulatory note or
card, but beyond that,
leave it alone.

Dear Annie: I read the
letter from “Indiana,”
whose husband has
suddenly developed a
terrible temper and yells at
her for no reason. 

Please let her know he
may be suffering from the
side effects of statin drugs.
I recently went off Lipitor
because I suffered terrible,
irrational bouts of sudden
anger, which disappeared
as soon as I went off the
drug. 

I also was having trouble
with my memory,
especially with regards to
memorizing music. (I am a
singer in a chorus.)

There is a lot of
information about side
effects reported from
people on statins. Her
husband’s doctor may deny
it, but she ought to look
into it. — J.M.

Dear J.M.: Before the
doctors jump down our
throats, we want to
emphasize that statins can
be lifesaving for those who
need them. 

However, ALL drugs
have side effects and some
people suffer more than
others. Statin side effects
can include headaches and
nausea, and in more
serious instances, extreme
muscle pain and liver
damage. 

Some
patients report
memory loss,
personality
changes,
irritability
and sexual
dysfunction,
although a
connection has
not been
proved.

Dear
Annie: My 28-
year-old son
who I love
dearly is
living with his
pregnant
girlfriend,

“Salome,” in my basement. 
He is due to earn his

bachelor’s degree in three
months, and the child is
due around the same time.

Salome does not know
how to cook and doesn’t
have a job. She collects
disability for ADHD and is
taking classes at the local
community college. 

She sleeps until she is
ready to get up and then
does nothing. Occasionally,
I need access to my
laundry room, and I cringe
at the sight of the mess. 

The girl doesn’t seem to
care about the pigsty
they’ve created, yet she
says she doesn’t want to
live with her family during
her pregnancy because of
the unclean conditions
there.

Recently we had a heated
argument because she
reacted negatively when I
requested she reduce the
list of attendees to her
baby shower, which is
being held at my home. 

Unfortunately, a lot of
nasty things were said and
now I have no relationship
with her at all. 

My son handles her with
kid gloves, but I can’t put
up with her childish
behavior any longer.

I am now alienated from
them while they live in my
house. I want them to
leave, but my son has
asked me to hang on until
he completes college and
gets a job. 

My husband, my soul
mate of 37 years, recently
died and I feel the need to
find a new life for myself.
I’d like to move closer to
my family. 

I applied for a part-time
job in my old hometown
and am praying I will get
it. What do I do in the
meantime? — Can’t Live
Like This

Dear Can’t Live: Salome
sounds very immature,
and based on her family’s

description, we can only
assume she never learned
how to clean a house. It’s
too bad you’re no longer
close enough to teach her. 

However, your son also
lives in the basement and
is equally responsible for
keeping things tidy. We
cannot imagine how they
are going to manage with a
child.

Give your son a deadline
for moving out, and offer
to help him look for an
apartment. Use the time to
try to make peace with
Salome, since she is going
to be the mother of your
grandchild.

Dear Annie: I have
worked for many years in
a small office that includes
receptionists, medical
assistants, nurses and
doctors. 

One of the younger
women is getting married
this summer. She is
friendly to me and we
work well together. I
believe most of the other
people in this office have
been invited to the
wedding, but not me. 

People are starting to
discuss the event, which is
a bit hurtful. This is the
second office wedding in
the last two years that I
have not been invited to.

How do I be gracious
about this and not take it
personally? Am I supposed
to get a card or gift for the
bride? I sure don’t feel like
it. Do I simply accept that I
work with insensitive
people? — Medically
Competent Lady

Dear Lady: Office
invitations are tricky
because, while friendly,
you are not always close
enough to be invited. It is
inconsiderate of the others
to chatter on about it, but
it is still appropriate for
you to send the bride a
card with your good
wishes. And we hope you
will.

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please e-mail your
questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.n
et, or write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190,
Chicago, IL 60611. To find
out more about Annie’s
Mailbox, and read features
by other Creators
Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.
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HIGHLAND SOUTH 3 bed-
room, 2-1/12 bath, 2 living area 
and study. Recent updates, in-
cludes new master bath, carpet 
and crown molding. Manicured 
yard. Home Realtors, Linda 
Barnes, 432-270-0062.
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Texas Today
Gunfire outside Gonzales City Hall 

GONZALES (AP) — Five people were injured 
Tuesday in a disturbance near Gonzales City Hall 
that apparently involved guns and cars.

Police said two people were taken to a San An-
tonio hospital for treatment of gunshot wounds. 
Three others were treated and released at Gonza-
les Memorial Hospital. Police did not say how the 
three were injured.

Three people were in custody Tuesday night, 
police said. One of those was a 32-year-old man de-
tained for resisting arrest after the parking lot dis-
turbance. An 18-year-old male and 15-year-old male 
were also arrested and detained for burglary of a 
habitation after a foot chase following the distur-
bance, according to a police statement.

The statement did not say the condition of the 
victims, but said vehicles were used in an alterca-
tion.

Texas Department of Public Safety spokeswom-
an Tela Mange said the people in the disturbance 
knew each other and the incident was not believed 
to be gang related.

Gonzales City Manager David Huseman said “a 
couple folks had some sort of disagreement and ap-
parently tried to settle it in the city parking lot.” He 
said no city employees were involved.

Austin couple charged with killing woman 
AUSTIN (AP) — An Austin husband and wife 

have been arrested and charged with murdering 
and burning a 21-year-old woman’s body the night 
of Austin’s Mardi Gras.

The body of 21-year-old Christy Lynne Espinosa 
was found burned beside a road in eastern Travis 
County. The Austin-area woman had been last seen 
celebrating Mardi Gras in Austin.

Sheriff’s spokesman Roger Wade says 26-year-old 
Martha Medina-Hernandez and 33-year-old Ken-
neth Hernandez are charged with murder. Medina-
Hernandez was arrested in Eagle Pass on Sunday, 
while Hernandez was arrested Tuesday in Austin.

Arrest affidavits say Espinosa was riding with the 
Hernandezes as they drove around Travis County 
drinking on Feb. 24. Statements differ on the mo-
tive behind Espinosa’s death, but the arrest affida-
vits say the husband and wife blame each other for 
the death.

Police officer killed during chase 
CORPUS CHRISTI (AP) — A Corpus Christi po-

lice officer was struck and killed by a sport-utility 
vehicle police were chasing after a disturbance 
call.

Police are withholding the 20-year veteran’s iden-
tity until relatives are notified.

A police statement says officers went to a house 
across the street from Laguna Park in southwest 
Corpus Christi just before midnight. After a brief 
struggle, a 21-year-old male suspect broke free and 
sped away in an SUV. During the pursuit, the vehi-
cle hit an officer who was standing on beside Texas 
358 westbound. He died a short time later at Spohn 
Memorial Hospital.

The police statement says officers later shot and 
wounded the suspect after he rammed their cars 
with the SUV. He’s hospitalized with what police 
say are non-life-threatening wounds. His identity 
hasn’t been released.

Three dead in apparent murder-suicide 
NORTH RICHLAND HILLS (AP) — Police found 

four shot, three fatally, in what detectives call an 
apparent murder-suicide overnight in the Fort 
Worth suburb of North Richland Hills.

Police say neighbors called about 10:30 p.m. Tues-
day with reports of the sound of gunfire coming 
from the house in the normally quiet neighborhood 
just off Rufe Snow Road, a block north of Mid Cities 
Boulevard.

Officers arrived to find two men, ages 38 and 17, 
and a 55-year-old woman dead. Another woman was 
wounded and hospitalized. Her condition hasn’t 

been revealed.
Police say one of the men was the suspected gun-

man. The relationships of the four and the motive 
behind the shootings remain unclear.

TV company Belo to cut 150 jobs 
DALLAS (AP) — Television company Belo Corp. 

said Wednesday it plans to cut 150 jobs, reduce 
some employee salaries by 5 percent and suspend 
its 401(k) matching contributions to help reduce 
cash operating expenses by about 10 percent this 
year.

The 5 percent salary reduction will affect em-
ployees who are part of the Dallas-based company’s 
management-compensation programs. The suspen-
sion of the 401(k) matching program, however, will 
apply to all employees.

Belo, which owns 20 television stations, said 
the cost-cutting measures will take effect in mid-
April.

President and Chief Executive Dunia Shive said 
the new steps and past cost-cutting initiatives will 
reduce 2009 cash operating expenses by about 10 
percent, excluding severance costs.

Belo’s revenue fell more than 5 percent in 2008 as 
increased political advertising and higher retrans-
mission and Internet revenue failed to offset over-
all advertising declines.

In response, the company initiated a hiring freeze, 
reduced staff in some markets and took other cost-
cutting steps last year.

Last week, Belo said it will indefinitely suspend 
its dividends after the second quarter to focus on 
paying down debt and conserving cash. Belo’s sec-
ond-quarter dividend of 7.5 cents will be paid on 
June 5.

Belo shares fell 18 cents, or 21 percent, to 69 cents 
in morning trading.

Neiman Marcus posts loss on write-downs 
DALLAS (AP) — Luxury merchant Neiman Mar-

cus Inc. posted a fiscal second-quarter loss Wednes-
day on a series of hefty write-downs totaling more 
than half a billion dollars. The results were also 
hurt by a dramatic pullback in spending among its 
wealthy customers.

The privately held company, based in Dallas, said 
it lost $509.3 million for the quarter ended Jan. 31. 
That’s compared with a profit of $44.3 million in the 
same quarter last year. Quarterly revenue fell 21 
percent to $1.08 billion from $1.37 billion.

The results were hurt by several one-time charg-
es, including write-downs on trade names, goodwill 
and other assets. Those charges totaled $560.1 mil-
lion during the quarter.

Adjusting for those items and for other expenses, 
the company said it earned $24.6 million compared 
with $187.3 million last year.

Luxury sellers like Neiman Marcus have been 
among the hardest hit retailers as they were 
caught by the sudden retreat of shoppers who had 
been willing to pay prices like $900 for designer 
shoes and $5,000 for handbags. The sudden rever-
sal forced Neiman Marcus and other stores to offer 
unprecedented discounts on coveted brands during 
the holiday season to try to pull in shoppers.

Rival Saks Inc., which operates Saks Fifth Ave-
nue, last month reported a loss for the fourth quar-
ter and issued a downbeat sales forecast.

To preserve cash, Neiman Marcus and Saks are 
taking steps to cut costs. Neiman Marcus said in 
January that it’s cutting approximately 375 jobs, or 
nearly 3 percent of its work force.

Last week, Neiman Marcus said same-store sales 
declined 20.9 percent in February. Same-store sales 
are sales at stores open at least a year and are con-
sidered a key indicator of a retailer’s health.



Today is Wednesday, March 
11, the 70th day of 2009. There 
are 295 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On March 11, 1942, as 
Japanese forces continued to 
advance in the Pacific during 
World War II, Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur left the Philippines 
for Australia. (MacArthur, who 
subsequently vowed, “I shall 
return,” kept that promise 
more than 2 years later.)

On this date:
In 1810, French Emperor 

Napoleon I was married by 
proxy to Archduchess Marie 
Louise of Austria.

In 1861, the Constitution of 
the Confederate States of 
America was adopted during a 
convention in Montgomery, 
Ala.

In 1888, the famous “Blizzard 
of ‘88” began inundating the 
northeastern United States, 
resulting in some 400 deaths.

In 1930, former President and 
Chief Justice William Howard 
Taft was buried in Arlington 

National Cemetery.
In 1941, President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt signed the Lend-
Lease Bill, providing war sup-
plies to countries fighting the 
Axis.

In 1957, Charles Van Doren’s 
14-week run on the rigged NBC 
game show “Twenty One” 
ended as he lost to attorney 
Vivienne Nearing; Van Doren’s 
take was $129,000. American 
explorer Richard E. Byrd died 
in Boston at age 68.

In 1959, the Lorraine 
Hansberry drama “A Raisin in 
the Sun” opened at New York’s 
Ethel Barrymore Theater.

In 1965, the Rev. James J. 
Reeb, a white minister from 
Boston, died after being beaten 
by whites during civil rights 
disturbances in Selma, Ala.

In 1977, more than 130 hos-
tages held in Washington, D.C., 
by Hanafi Muslims were freed 
after ambassadors from three 
Islamic nations joined the nego-
tiations.

In 1985, Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
was chosen to succeed the late 
Soviet President Konstantin U. 
Chernenko.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 
Terence Alexander is 86. Media 
mogul Rupert Murdoch is 78. 
ABC News correspondent Sam 

Donaldson is 75. Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Scalia is 73. 
Musician Flaco Jimenez is 70. 
Actress Tricia O’Neil is 64. 
Actor Mark Metcalf is 63. Rock 
singer-musician Mark Stein 
(Vanilla Fudge) is 62. Singer 
Bobby McFerrin is 59. Movie 
director Jerry Zucker is 59. 
Actress Susan Richardson is 
57. Recording executive Jimmy 
Iovine is 56. Singer Nina Hagen 
is 54. Country singer Jimmy 
Fortune (The Statler Brothers) 
is 54. Singer Cheryl Lynn is 52. 
Actor Jeffrey Nordling is 47. 
Actress Alex Kingston is 46. 
Country musician David Talbot 
is 46. Actor Wallace Langham 
is 44. Actor John Barrowman is 
42. Singer Lisa Loeb is 41. 
Singer Pete Droge is 40. Actor 
Terrence Howard is 40. 

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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Tonight Show Sex & Dr. Young Made Hatchett Montana SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Casa de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Sex & CCM Smiley The Detona-
tors

CSI: NY Movie: 
Jurassic Park 
III, Tea Leoni 

Movie: 
Inside Man, 
Jodie Foster 

So Raven Baseball
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Decisiones 
de

Late Night-
Jim

Movie: The 
Last Boy 
Scout 

Scott Smiley (:45) Break-
ing Bad

Cory NASCAR

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Contra 
Viento

RENO 911 Israel (Off Air) MythBusters Disorderly 
Con.

Replace UEFA 
Champions 
League 
Soccer

Final
News Paid Paid Insider Pagado News Sanchez (:45) Movie: 

Saturday 
Night Fever, 
Barry Miller 

Kim Fastbreak

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Basco Mujer... Friends Entertain Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Light of the 
Southwest

Earth: The 
Sequel

Amazing 
Video

Cold Case Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Güereja Paid Paid Rosas 

Blancas para 
mi Hermana 
Negra

Movie: 
Lord of War, 
Bridget 
Moynahan 

The Deal Dragon

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

RENO 911 (:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young Paid Star Trek: 
Voyager

Cold Case Proud Baseball: 
World Clas-
sic -- Teams 
TBA.

SportsCenter 
Houses Paid Young Teleworld Hell Date Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: 
Dude, 
Where’s My 
Car?

Last Call Sprna Teleworld Franken-
stein Meets 
the Space 
Monster

Paid Cold Case Inspira Recess Final
Anita Early Tdy Victory Paid Paid Popoff Mermaid Fastbreak

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Harvey Grohman Paid Ab Se Cold Case Inspira Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Light Popoff Paid Popoff Lilo Stitch ESPNews
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AUSTIN (AP) — The 
Republican-controlled 
Texas Senate began de-
bating election reforms 
Tuesday that would re-
quire Texans to provide 
identification papers be-
fore voting.

Democrats, comparing 
the proposal to a mod-
ern-day poll tax, tried to 
delay consideration of 
the legislation. But GOP 

lawmakers dismissed 
the challenges. They say 
the ID requirements, 
which would take effect 
in time for the pivotal 
2010 elections, are neces-
sary to stop voter fraud.

The author of the pro-
posal, Sen. Troy Fraser, 
R-Horseshoe Bay, con-
jured up images of the 
old Daley machine in 
Chicago and of infa-

mous Box 13 — stuffed 
with votes for Lyndon 
Johnson in a 1948 Senate 
race. He says the threat 
is still there — from 
non-citizen immigrants, 
crooks and dead people.

“Voter fraud not only 
is alive and well in the 
United States, it’s also 
alive in Texas,” Fraser 
said. “I believe the dan-
gers of voter fraud has 
threatened the entire 
electoral process.”

Democrats contend 
the so-called Voter ID 
bill will disenfranchise 
thousands of voters.

Sen. Leticia Van de 

Putte of San Antonio, 
leader of the Senate 
Democrats, said the mea-
sure is designed to shave 
about 3e to 4 percentage 
points off of Democratic 
vote totals in Texas just 
as the party begins to 
improve its statewide 
performance.

“This is voter suppres-
sion,” she said.

While Texans already 
must show either a voter 
registration card or oth-
er identification, Repub-
licans want to add the 
requirement of a photo 
ID or alternative forms 
of identification.

By JESSICA GRESKO
and
DESIREE HUNTER
Associated Press Writer

SAMSON, Ala.  — Authori-
ties were working Wednesday 
to learn why a gunman set off 
on a rampage of at least nine 
slayings across two rural 
Alabama counties. Shocked, 
grieving residents hoped the 
answers weren’t lost when he 
killed himself.

Tuesday’s shootings in a 
mostly rural area near the 
Florida border were believed 
to be the work of Michael 
McLendon, who lived with 
his mother and once worked 
at a local metal plant.

The bloodshed began when 
McLendon burned down his 
mother’s house in Kinston, 
Coffee County Coroner Rob-
ert Preachers said. Authori-
ties found Lisa McLendon’s 
body inside, but they have 
not determined how she died 
or whether she was a 10th vic-
tim of her son’s spree.

McLendon then drove a doz-
en miles southeast to Samson, 
in Geneva County, where 
he claimed nine victims, in-
cluding four members of his 
family. The rampage ended 
another 12 miles farther east 
in Geneva at the metals plant 
where McLendon worked un-
til 2003. After a shootout with 
police, McLendon, killed 
himself.

Investigators declined to 
comment on a motive for the 
shootings, in which at least 

four other people were in-
jured, including a child. The 
victims’ names have not been 
released.

“He cleaned his family out,” 
Preachers said. “We don’t 
know what triggered it.”

Samson Mayor Clay King 
said he had known McLen-
don all his life and could not 
say what triggered the shoot-
ings. McLendon’s exact age 
wasn’t released, but some au-
thorities estimated he was in 
his late 20s.

“If you would have asked 
me two days ago if he was 
capable of this, I would have 
said certainly not,” King 
said on NBC’s “Today” early 
Wednesday

Five people were killed on 
the porch in Samson, along 
with a 74-year-old woman 
next door, said Kirke Adams, 
district attorney for Geneva 
and Dale counties. Four of 
the six killed were related 
to McLendon. A 4-month-old 
girl was the only survivor 
from the porch and was being 
treated at a Florida hospital.

Preachers had said McLen-
don’s victims included his 
grandparents. But Adams 
said the 74-year-old victim 
might have been McLendon’s 
great aunt.

The two unrelated victims 
on the porch were the wife 
and 18-month-old child of a 
Geneva County sheriff’s dep-
uty. They had stopped by the 
home to visit.

McLendon then drove 

around Samson, shooting out 
his car window, killing three 
more people seemingly at 
random.

“He sprayed bullets through 
the town,” Adams said.

One woman was struck 
down as she walked out of a 
gas station. Another man was 
driving. Another man was 
shot as he tried to run away.

“In a cowardly act, he shot 
him in the back,” Adams 
said.

McLendon fired several 
shots at a Wal-Mart store in 
Geneva. No one was killed, 
but it was unclear if anyone 
was injured.

“There’s a lot of people who 
had close calls,” Adams said.

Samson contractor Greg Mc-
Cullough said he was pump-
ing fuel at the gas station 
when the gunman roared into 
the parking lot and slammed 
on his brakes.

“I first thought it was some-
body playing,” McCullough 
said. Then he saw the rifle.

McLendon opened fire, kill-
ing the woman who walked 
outside and wounding Mc-
Cullough with bullet frag-
ments that struck his truck 
and the pump. At one point 
the rifle appeared to jam, then 
McLendon fired more shots 
before driving off.

“I’m just in awe that some-
thing like this could take 
place. That someone could do 
such a thing. It’s just shock-
ing,” McCullough said.

Police pursued McLendon 

to Geneva’s Reliable Metal 
Products, where he got out 
of his car and fired at police 
with his automatic weapon, 
wounding Geneva Police 
Chief Frankie Lindsey. He 
then walked inside and killed 
himself.

“He had plenty of ammo in 
his car and other weapons 
and he appeared to be going 
to do some damage there,” 
Adams said.

Alabama Public Safety 
spokesman Kevin Cook said 
that McLendon resigned from 
his job at the plant in 2003 
and it was unclear what kind 
of work, if any, he had been 
doing since. A person who an-
swered the phone at the plant 
said no one could talk about 
the shooting.

King, the Samson mayor, 
said he knew the gunman and 
the victims. “What I’m focus-
ing on is people here in the 
town, making sure they feel 
comfortable,” said King, who 
added the town had opened a 
crisis center at a local church. 
“I’ve lived here 44 years and 
never, never dreamed of this 
happening.”

State Rep. Warren Beck, a 
Republican whose office is 
near the Wal-Mart, said his 
secretary heard gunfire ev-
erywhere.

“This is one of the most 
tragic events ever in Geneva 
County,” he said.

Among others injured was 
a state trooper injured by 
broken glass after McLendon 

shot his cruiser seven times. 
The injured infant was taken 
to Wiregrass Medical Center 
in Geneva before being flown 
to another hospital, Wire-
grass administrator John 
Rainey said.

The hospital’s staff was 
ready to treat more injured 
victims, but their hopes were 
dashed as death reports trick-
led in.

“Unfortunately, we were 
getting the same bad reports 
as everyone else: Most people 
were untreatable,” Rainey 
said. “It’s something you’d 
expect in Atlanta or your big-
ger cities, but in a little town 
it puts a lot of people in stress. 
Our nursing staff broke down 
in tears hearing what was 
going on and realizing they 
weren’t going to be able to 
help them.”

One of the spots sprayed 
with bullets was a hardware 
store in Samson. Yellow tape 
was strung across glass win-
dows shattered by at least five 
bullets. A “closed” sign was 
on the ground outside atop 
glass shards.

Tommy Boyles, a 76-year-
old security guard who works 
at the same plant where 
McLendon killed himself, 
said he and his wife were on 
the street nearby.

“We could have been caught 
up in it just as well as anyone 
else,” he said. “That’s what 
scares you: to be an inno-
cent bystander and some nut 
walks up with a gun.”

State/Nation6A Big Spring Herald
Wednesday, March 11, 2009

Fees effective January 5, 2009

ECONOMY FULL SET DENTURE*................
Custom Full Set Dentures ..........................
Custom Full Upper or Lower Dentu..............
Premium Full Set Dentures ........................
Reline (each) ..............................................
Gold Denture Crown...................................
Simple Extraction (each) ................................
Full-mouth X-ray (required for extractions)..........

  $395
   $665
   $400
   $950
   $160
   $185
     $70
     $60

NO  APPOINTMENT
NECESSARY

DENTURE
REPAIR

ON-SITE
DENTAL LAB

301 S.E. Loop 338
Odessa, TX 79762

(432) 580-5551
David H. Wollen, DDS

* SAME  DAY  SERVICE
IF  IN  BEFORE  9 A.M.

EMERGENCY
EXTRACTION  SERVICES

FIRST TIME DENTURE

WEARER PACKAGES

For more information, please call
1-800-DENTURE (1-800-336-8873)

or visit our web site at www.affordabledentures.com

General Dentist

DDDDDAAAAAVID H.VID H.VID H.VID H.VID H.     WWWWWOLLENOLLENOLLENOLLENOLLEN,,,,, DDS DDS DDS DDS DDS,,,,, P P P P P.A..A..A..A..A.

     We gladly accept Cash, Checks, Visa, Mastercard
              and Discover as payment for our services.

" SE HABLA ESPAÑOL"

By Steve Becker

   In Sunday's
 Big Spring Herald

American Profile

Seed starters
For over 100 years, home gardeners all 
across America have turned to the W. Atlee 
Burpee & Co. for their seeds. The company 
sells more than 100 million seed packets a 
year. Plus, landscaping with native plants 
and leprechaun soup.

Paul Kennemur RPH
Pharmacist

1001 S. Gregg  •  (432) 263-7316
M-F 8:45-5:45   Sat. 9-1

Delivery Service Available

25382
1602 Scurry St. • (432) 267-5053

A.J. Pirkle
Agent/Owner

17
40

8

P/W Pirkle/Weir Ins. Agency

CALL FOR A
COMPETITIVE QUOTE 

TODAY.
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Alabama man kills at least 9, including 4 relatives

State senate begins debating possible election reforms
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BOB BROCK 

Ford Lincoln Mercury Nissan

 
500 W. 4th  Big Spring, Texas  1-800-288-2082 / 432-267-7424

www.bobbrockford.com

★ ★ ★  FORD TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★
2008 Ford F350 Crewcab King Ranch Powerstroke 4X4 Diesel - 
White/Gold, Only 2,200 Miles. Like New!!! We Sold It New.
Was $52,995                                                                           NOW $46,995
2008 Ford F350 Crew Cab FX4 4X4 Powerstroke Diesel - Silver w/
Leather, Fully Loaded, Local One Owner, w/54,000 Miles.
Was $34,995                                                                           NOW $31,995
2007 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Black w/Cloth, Ford Certified, 
Program Unit w/28,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $20,995
2007 Ford Ranger Supercab XLT - V-6, Automatic, Local One 
Owner w/38,000 Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $13,995
2006 Ford F250 Crew Cab Lariat Powerstroke Diesel - Black w/
Leather, Local One Owner, We Sold It New.
Was $28,995                                                                           NOW $23,995
2006 Ford F250 Crew Cab FX4 4X4 Powerstroke Diesel - White w/
Leather, One Owner, Clean Truck.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $17,995
2006 Ford F150 Supercrew Lariat 4X4 - Stone w/Leather, Fully 
Loaded, Local One Owner. We Sold It New.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $17,995
2006 Ford F150 Supercrew Lariat - White/Leather, Local One 
Owner w/53,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $21,995
2006 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Maroon w/Cloth, All Power, Local 
One Owner w/29,000 Miles.
Was $22,995                                                                           NOW $20,995
2005 Ford F250 Crew Cab King Ranch FX4 4X4 Powerstroke 
Diesel - Dark Copper/Tan w/Leather, Local One Owner.
Was $30,995                                                                           NOW $27,995
2005 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Grey, All Power.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $12,995
2005 Ford F150 Supercab STX 4X4 - Bright Red, Local One Owner, 
w/36,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2005 Ford Ranger XLT Supercab - Silver, Automatic, 6 Cylinder, 
Local One Owner w/39,000 Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $11,995
2004 F250 Crew Cab XLT Powerstroke Diesel - Blue/Silver, Local 
One Owner.
Was $22,995                                                                           NOW $18,995
2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - Tan w/Cloth, V-8, One Owner 
w/68,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - Gray w/Cloth, V-8, All Power, Local 
One Owner w/65,000 Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $13,995
2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - Maroon, All Power, One Owner.
Was $12,995                                                                           NOW $10,995
2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - White w/Cloth, V-8, Local One 
Owner, w/78,000 Miles.
Was $13,995                                                                           NOW $10,995
2004 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Arizona Beige w/Cloth, All Power, 
One Owner w/54,000 Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $13,995
2004 Ford Ranger S/C XLT - White w/Cloth, Local One Owner, 
w/62,000 Miles.
Was $13,995                                                                           NOW $11,995
2003 Ford F250 Crew Cab XL - White, 5.4 V-8.
Was $12,995                                                                           NOW $9,995

17918

★ ★ ★  FORD TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★ 
2002 Ford F250 Crew Cab XLT 4X4 7.3 Powerstroke Diesel - Local 
One Owner w/90,000 Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $13,995
2001 Ford F250 Crew Cab XLT 7.3 Powerstroke Diesel - White w/
cloth, New Transmission, 132K Miles, Local One Owner.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $12,995

★ ★ ★  CHEVROLET & GMC TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★
2007 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 L.S. Crew Cab - V8, Red w/Cloth, All 
Power, Local One Owner w/73K Miles.
Was $16,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2007 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 L.S. Crew Cab - Blue w/Cloth, V-8, 
All Power, One Owner w/28,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $22,995
2007 Chevrolet Colorado L.S. Crew Cab - White, V-6, All Power, 
Local One Owner w/37,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2006 GMC Canyon Crew Cab 4X4 SLE - Red, V-6, All Power, One 
Owner w/27,415 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                           NOW $16,995
2005 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 H.D./L.S. 4X4 - White, Local One 
Owner w/36,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $19,995
2004 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 L.S. Reg. Cab - Pewter, V-6, 
Automatic, A/C, 58K Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $11,995
1999 GMC Sierra 1500 Ext. Cab LS - Dark Red, V-6, Local One Owner 
w/80 Miles.
Was $10,995                                                                             NOW $8,995
1992 Chevrolet S10 Reg. Cab - Teal, Nice Truck, 90K Miles.
Was $6,995                                                                              NOW $5,995

Everything Must Go
Big Spring Only Certified Pre-Owned Dealer

SAVE THOUSANDS

★ ★ ★  DODGE TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★
2005 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab SLT - V-8, White, All Power, Local 
One Owner w/49K Miles. 
Was $16,995                                                                            NOW $14,995

★ ★ ★  CaRS  ★ ★ ★
2008 Ford Mustang V6 - Torch Red, w/Tan Cloth, Ford Program Unit, 
Like New, Only 8,400 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2008 Ford Focus SE - Blue, w/Gray Cloth, Ford Program Unit, Like 
New, Only 17,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $14,995
2008 Ford Focus SE - White, w/Gray Cloth, Ford Program Unit, Like 
New, Only 12,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2008 Ford Focus SE - Silver, w/Gray Cloth, Ford Program Unit, Like 
New, Only 19,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2008 Ford Taurus SEL - Tan w/Tan Leather, Ford Program Unit, 
Likle New, Only 21,000 Miles.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $17,995
2007 Lexus ES 350 - Blue w/Tan Leather, One Owner, Very Nice Car, 
Loaded, Only 27,000 Miles.
Was $32,995                                                                           NOW $28,995
2007 Ford Fusion SEL - Silver, w/Gray Leather, Ford Program Unit, 
Like New, Only 24,000 Miles.
Was $16,995                                                                           NOW $14,795
2006 Saturn ION3 - Silver w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, Great Gas 
Saver, Make Great First Car, Low Miles.
Was $12,995                                                                            NOW 11,995
2006 Lincoln Towncar Signature - Stone Gray w/Gray Leather, One 
Owner, Loaded, Nice Car, Only 35,000 Miles.
Was $23,995                                                                            NOW $20,995

★ ★ ★  CaRS  ★ ★ ★

2005 Nissan altima 2.5S - White, w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, Like 
New, Low Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $12,995
2004 Chev. Malibu LS - Silver, w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, Like New, 
Very Nice, Must See, Only 55,000 Miles.
Was $9,995                                                                              NOW $8,995
2000 Mercury Grand Marquis LS - Gold, w/Tan Leather, Well kept, 
Nice One Owner, Low Miles.
Was $7,995                                                                               NOW $6,995

★ ★ ★  SUV'S  ★ ★ ★
2008 Ford Escape XLT - Vista Blue, w/Gray Cloth, Ford Program 
Unit, Only 18,000 Miles.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $16,995
2006 Ford Freestyle SEL - White, w/Tan Leather, Loaded, New Car 
Trade In, Nice Crossover.
Was $14,995                                                                            NOW 13,995
2006 Nissan Pathfinder LE - Black, w/Tan Leather, All Power, One 
Owner, Like New, Only 27,000 Miles.
Was $25,995                                                                            NOW $24,995
2006 Nissan Xterra SE - White w/Gray Cloth, All Power, One Owner, 
Only 19,000 Miles.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $17,995
2006 Kia Sorrenta EX - Gray, w/Gray Leather, One Owner, Like 
New, Good Looking SUV.
Was $11,995                                                                           NOW $10,995
2005 Jeep Wrangler Sport - White w/Gray Cloth, Automatic, One 
Owner, Only 33,000 Miles.
Was $16,995                                                                            NOW $15,995
2005 Chevrolet Tahoe 4X2 LS - White, w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, 
Like New, Loaded, Only 53,000 Miles.
Was $19,995                                                                            NOW $15,995
2005 Ford Escape XLT - Silver, w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, Great On 
Gas, Like New, Only 63,000 Miles.
Was $12,995                                                                            NOW $10,995
2005 GMC Yukon 4X2 SLT - White w/GTan Leather, Loaded, All 
Power, One Owner.
Was $19,995                                                                            NOW $16,995
2005 Ford Explorer Sport Trac XLT - Red, w/Gray Cloth, All Power, 
One Owner, Like New, Low Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                            NOW $16,995
2004 Nissan Xterra XE - Red, w/Gray Cloth, All Power, Nice First 
Car, One Owner, Only  67,000 Miles.
Was $13,995                                                                            NOW $11,995
2004 Honda CRV LX 4X4 - White w/Tan Leather, Loaded, All Power, 
One Owner.
Was $13,995                                                                            NOW $10,995
2004 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 4X2 - Gray, w/Gray Cloth, All Power, One 
Owner, Only 60,000 Miles.
Was $20,995                                                                            NOW $17,995
2004 Nissan Xterra SE - Silver, w/Gray Cloth, All Power, One Owner, 
Nice SUV, Only 52,000 Miles.
Was $16,995                                                                            NOW $13,995
2004 Buick Ranier V8 CXL - Silver, w/Gray Leather, Loaded, DVD 
Player, Moonroof, 51,000 Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                            NOW $14,995
2003 Lincoln Navigator 4X2 - Silver, w/Gray Leather, Loaded, One 
Owner, Like New, 78,000 MILES.
Was $22,995                                                                            NOW $19,995
2003 Nissan Xterra SE - Blue, w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, Like New.
Was $14,995                                                                            NOW $11,995

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLDSOLD
SOLD
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HAWKS
Continued from Page 1B

The break in play worked for only a 
moment, though. Up 41-36, The Hawks 
embarked on a 13-5 run, pushing their 
lead to double figures, 54-41. 

Rachael Dryver initiated the rally, 
hitting from inside the lane, then 
Chassidy Cole hit her second 3-point-
er of the night with 11:21 to play, giv-
ing Howard a 46-36 advantage.

A field goal by Marquez was imme-
diately answered by a long 2-point 
bucket by Thomas. Malouff then 
caught fire from behind the arch.

Her second three of the half was 
answered by a trey by Telisha Joe, 
but Malouff immediately responded 
with another long-range bucket, giv-
ing the Hawks the 13-point advantage 
with 8:32 to play.

Eleven of Howard’s final 24 points 
came from the free throw line as the 
Hawks steadily pushed their lead 
over the 20-point margin.

Dryver led all scorers with her most 
productive performance in her two 
years as a Hawk, posting 22 points 
while pulling down a team-high eight 
rebounds.

Malouff scored all 15 of her points 
in the second half. Thomas also fin-
ished with 15, knocking down 7 of 11 
field goal attempts. She missed just 
one shot in the second half as the 
sophomore post proved she could 
sink a long-range jumper as well as 
score in the paint.

“I was ready. I wanted this so bad,” 
said Thomas. “It’s my last year at 
Howard and I wanted everyone to 
know we can do it. We weren’t sup-
posed to make it and now we’re on 
our way to Kansas.”

Howard shot just 34.5 percent in the 
first half, but improved to 54.8 per-
cent in the second. 

Odessa was good for only 38.5 per-
cent of its shots and turned the ball 
over 19 times, compared to a mere 10 
for the Hawks. 

Diddle attributed the improved per-
formance in the second half to the 
team getting over the first half jit-

ters.
“We relaxed a little bit. We were all 

a little nervous,” said Diddle. “Our 
defense got better. We sealed the bas-
ket. It was all good stuff.”

The Hawks now wait to be seeded 
among the 15 other teams who quali-
fied for the national tournament. It is 
played in a double-elimination for-
mat and begins Tuesday. 

Time for Howard’s opening game 
will be known once seeds are 
announced. The Hawks could play as 
early as 10 a.m. or as late as 8:15 p.m. 
Tuesday. They could also potentially 
play their first game at either noon or 
2 p.m. Wednesday. 

“We have to continue to survive 
and advance,” said Diddle. “I don’t 
know how far we can go, but the first 
thing is to believe you can do it. When 
we get up there, it will be the best 16 
teams in the country. We’re going to 
take a day off. I’m going to Albuquer-
que to recruit and watch the (New 
Mexico) state tournament. Then, 
we’re going to get back on the prac-
tice floor Friday. These girls are not 
done playing yet. That’s always a 

great thing. It’s exciting.”
While Diddle isn’t ready to make 

any predictions, Thomas and the rest 
of the players are setting their sights 
on the highest possible prize.

“I think we can go out and get that 
national championship,” said Thomas 
with confidence. “I feel it.”

Howard College 78,
Odessa College 53

OC (22-11)
Priscilla Mbiandja 6-12 4-5 16, Shon Redmond 

3-8 2-2 8, Diandra Marquez 2-8 2-2 7, Brittany 
Pennell 1-7 0-0 2, Tammie Thornton 1-3 1-2 3, 
Judith Tabala 1-1 0-0 2, Telisha Joe 2-4 0-0 5, 
Keisha Harris 2-3 1-1 6, Tamika Johnson 2-6 0-04. 
Totals 20-52 10-12 53.

HC (26-7)
DeAndra Thomas 7-11 1-1 15, Chassidy Cole 

2-8 0-0 6, Rachael Dryver 8-12 6-6 22, Patricia 
Malouff 4-8 4-6 15, Miesha Blackshear 3-9 3-7 9, 
NaTalia Smith 0-2 3-4 3, Danielle Cota 0-2 0-0 0, 
Clarissa Krum 3-8 0-0 8. Totals 27-60 17-24 78.

Halftime: OC 25, HC 24. 3-point goals: OC 3-13 
(Harris 1-1, Joe 1-2, Marquez 1-6, Mbiandja 0-1, 
Johnson 0-1, Pennell 0-2), HC 7-17 (Malouff 3-4, 
Cole 2-6, Krum 2-7). Rebounds: OC 35 (Mbiandja 
9), HC 38 (Dryver 8). Assists: OC 12 (Redmond 5), 
HC 18 (Blackshear 5, Cole 5, Dryver 5). Steals: OC 
6 (Redmond 2, Pennell 2), HC 10 (Blackshear 5). 
Turnovers: OC 19, HC 10. Total fouls: OC 16, HC 
11. Fouled out: None.

BUFFS
Continued from Page 1B

30 years on the hardwood.
It didn’t take long for the athletes to 

transfer from the hardwood to the 
diamond as the Buffs rallied to over-
come Ira, 4-3, in their first district 
game.

“This is a huge win for us,” said 
Forsan Head Coach Jason Phillips. 
“It’s great to start district with a win, 
but even better because it’s over Ira. 

Ira is going to be a playoff contender. 
This is a big step towards our goal of 
winning district again.”

Four of Forsan’s six hits went for 
extra bases, including triples from 
Burton and Flores in their first game 
of the season. Patrick Robles also had 
a triple, while Jake Rhoton doubled 
in the game.

“It’s good to have all of the players 
with the team now,” Phillips contin-
ued. “These guys from basketball 
didn’t miss a beat.”

Ray Martinez got the start and 
allowed just three runs — one earned 
— despite having the defense commit 

five errors behind him. Martinez reg-
istered six strikeouts in five innings 
of work.

Phillips attributes the errors to 
youth and unfamiliarity with defen-
sive roles.

“With more practice time, we’ll get 
better defensively,” he said. “We’re 
really young in spots. A lot younger 
than I expected us to be. We had a 
good tournament in Ralls where we 
fielded the ball well. I think with the 
basketball players joining us, we’ve 
got some guys who need to adjust to 
their roles a little bit.”

Payton Parker took over on the 

mound in the sixth inning and finish-
ing the game, picking up the win as 
the Buffs took the lead in the bottom 
of Parker’s first frame of work.

Forsan plays in the Lake View 
Junior Varsity Tournament in San 
Angelo beginning Thursday.

Ira       010 020 0—3 4 2
Forsan 000 112 x—4 6 5

Ray Martinez, Payton Parker (6) and Zach 
Herrin. Fine, Juarez (6) and Bloom. W - Payton 
Parker (3-0). L - Juarez. 2B: FHS - Jake Rhoton. 
3B: FHS - Evan Burton, Patrick Robles, Ryan 
Flores. RBI: Ira - Mays, Juarez. FHS - Burton, 
Flores, Rhoton. SB: FHS - Ty Johnson, Michael 
Hill.

ODESSA (AP) — Odessa Permian’s search for a 
new football coach has led to a familiar name.

Gary Gaines, whose Permian team was chroni-
cled in “Friday Night Lights,” is set to be presented 
to the Ector County Independent School District 
board on Thursday as the new coach.

Gaines was an assistant at Permian from 1979 
through 1981 and head coach from 1986 through 
1989. The Panthers won the Class 5A state champi-
onships in 1980 and 1989. He also was an assistant 
at Texas Tech and head coach at Abilene 
Christian.

The 59-year-old Gaines is the athletic director for 
Lubbock ISD.

He said he was excited about getting back into 
coaching.

He will replace Darren Allman, who was recently 
named head coach at Austin Westlake.

Odessa Permian brings back a familiar face, name to head football program



Local 7ABig Spring Herald
Wednesday, March 11, 2009

  Huge Savings
   Huge Discounts

$7,600 Customer Cash
                                & Dealer Discounts*

Stk# 2118 $24,045
MSRP $31,645

Customer Cash - $5,500
Dealer Discount - $2,100

2009 Ford F-150 Super Cab

*Must Finance Thru Ford Credit

Bob Brock Ford
500 W. 4th                                           267-7424

Stk# 2118
16467

XLT Texas-Oklahoma Edition

16467 bob brock-2-19-09.indd   1 2/19/09   11:00:35 AM

Dating 
Violence

What is it?
Dating violence is controlling, abusive and aggressive behavior in a romantic relationship. It can happen in straight or 
gay relationships. It can include verbal, emotional, physical, or sexual abuse, or a combination of them.
Controlling behavior includes:
• Not letting you hang out with your friends
• Calling or paging you frequently to find out where you are, who you’re with, and what you’re doing
• Telling you what to wear
• Having to be with you all the time
Verbal and emotional abuse includes:
• Calling you names
• Jealousy • Belittling you (cutting you down)
• Threatening to hurt you, someone in your family, or themselves if you don’t do what they want
Physical abuse include:
• Shoving • Punching • Slapping • Pinching • Hitting • Kicking • Hair pulling • Strangling
Sexual abuse includes:
• Unwanted touching and kissing • Forcing you to have sex
• Not letting you use birth control • Forcing you to do other sexual things
Anyone can be a victim of dating violence. Both boys and girls are victims, but boys and girls abuse their partners in 
different ways. Girls are more likely to yell, threaten to hurt themselves, pinch, slap, scratch, or kick. Boys injure girls 
more, are more likely to punch their partner, and more likely to force them to participate in unwanted sexual activity. 
Some teen victims experience violence occasionally. Others are abused more often, sometimes daily.
If you are a victim of dating violence, you might...
• Think it’s your fault • Feel angry, sad, lonely, depressed or confused
• Feel helpless to stop the abuse • Feel threatened or humiliated
• Feel anxious • Not know what might happen next
• Feel like you can’t talk to family and friends • Be afraid of getting hurt more seriously
• Feel protective of your boyfriend/girlfriend
You’re not alone
• One in three teenagers has experienced violence in a dating relationship.
• 50 percent to 80 percent of teens have reported knowing others who were involved in violence relationships.
• 15 percent of teen girls and boys have reported being victims of severe dating violence (defined as being hit, thrown 
down, or attacked with a weapon).
• 8 percent of 8th and 9th grade students have reported being victims of sexual dating violence.
• Young women, ages 16 to 24 years, experience the highest rates of relationship violence.
Get help
Being a victim of dating violence is not your fault. Nothing you say, wear, or do gives anyone the right to hurt you.
• If you think you are in abusive relationship, get help immediately. Don’t keep your concerns to yourself.
• Talk to someone you trust like a parent, teacher, school principal, counselor or nurse.
• If you choose to tell, you should know that some adults are mandated reporters. This means they are legally required 
to report neglect or abuse to someone else, like the police or child protective services. You can ask people if they are 
mandated reporters and then decide what you want to do. Some examples of mandated reporters are teachers, coun-
selors, doctors, social workers, and in some cases, even coaches or activity leaders. If you want to help deciding who 
to talk to, call our Helpline at 1-800-FYI-CALL, or an anonymous crisis line in your area. You might also want to talk to 
a trusted family member, a friend’s parent, an adult neighbor or friend, an older sibling or  cousin, or other experienced 
person who you trust.
• If you want to get advice about who to talk to, call our helpline (1-800-FYI-CALL) or an anonymous crisis hotline in 
your area. You might also want to talk to a trusted family member, a friend’s parent, an adult neighbor or friend, an older 
sibling or cousin, or other experienced person who you trust.
Help Yourself
Think about ways you can be safer. This means thinking about what to do, where to go for help, and who to call ahead 
of time
• Where can you go for help? • Who can you call? • Who will help you?
• How will you escape a violence situation?
Here are other precautions you can take
• Let friends or family know when you are afraid or need help.
• When you go out, say where you are going and when you’ll be back
• In an emergency call 911 or your local police department
• Memorize important phone numbers like the people to contact or places to go in an emergency
• Keep spare change, calling cards, or a cell phone handy for immediate access to communication
• Go out in a group with other couples
• Have money available for transportation if you need to take a taxi, bus, or subway to escape
Help Someone Else
If you know someone who might be in an abusive relationship, you can help.
• Tell the person that you are worried • Be a good listener • Offer your friendship and support
• Ask how you can help • Encourage your friend to seek help
• Educate yourself about dating violence and healthy relationships
• Avoid any confrontations with the abuser. This could be dangerous for you and your friend.

Call

Victim Services Agency 
263-3312

www.vsofbigspring.com

17
92

1

17291 victim service-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   11:43:12 AM

Let me help you 
with all your

Advertising needs.
Jessica Martinez

Senior Advertising Executive

• Newspaper • Internet • Living Magazine

www.bigspringherald.com
jessica@bigspringherald.com

432-263-7331
16453

16453 jessica-2-18.indd   1 2/17/09   3:25:15 PM

Best Loser
Weigh-In

Best Loser: Fat To Fitness Community Challenge

YMCA
MARCH 9, 10, 11, 12 & 13
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Sponsored by

AND

Of Big Spring, Texas16439

16439 best loser-3-6-09.indd   1 3/6/09   10:53:31 AM

Forsan Student Council won 
sweepstakes for the 20th year at 
District Student Council Wednesday 
March 4. Michael Steelman received 
a $500 scholarship for his work in 
student council. Seventeen students 
attended the conference. The group 
will take 10 students to state March 
29-31. Jan Sims is the advisor.

The Forsan Math 
and Science teams 
participated in 
the San Angelo 
Lake View Math 
and Science Meet 
Saturday, Feb 21. 

In the 9th grade 
division: Courtney 
Blair placed fifth 
in Science; Sydney 
Holdampf, first in 
Science, first in 
Number Sense, fifth 
in Calculator, fourth 
in Mathematics; Kyle 
Stevenson sixth in 
Number Sense, third 
in Mathematics; 
Garrett Willey, 

seventh in Number Sense, seventh in 
Mathematics.

In the 11th grade division: Evan 
Burton placed third in Number 
Sense; Aric Denton, fourth in 
Science, seventh in Number 
Sense; Amanda Longorio, first in 
Calculator, seventh in Mathematics.

Forsan  placed third as a team in all 
four events: Science, Number Sense, 
Calculator and Mathematics.

Kristi Couch is the group sponsor.
The following were named to 

the girls’ All District Basketball 
team: Amanda Longorio, Offensive 
Player of the Year; Shelby Jones, 
Co-Defensive Player of the Year; 
Shelby McDonald and Tori Gauer, 
All District Team. Faith Belew 
and Kelsey Jones were Honorable 
Mention.

The girls finished the season as Bi-
District Champs.

Student Council sponsored a March 
of Dimes competition to earn money 
for the March of Dimes. The winning 
class will have an ice cream party 
and the top two sellers from each 
class will get a T-shirt. 

The competition ended Friday, 
March 6.

Winners in the Elbow Energy 
Contest sponsored by the student 
council will be announced following 
Spring Break. 

Regan Newsom presented a 

program to Delta Kappa Gamma 
Teacher Sorority on the Forsan 
Student Council Program. Regan 
serves as secretary/treasurer of the 
group.

TAKS ELA and Reading tests were 
given Tuesday, March 3.

Forsan brought home 12 first places 
from TSA contest. Participants were 
Josh Hatfield, Zach Hatfield, Zach 
Herrin, Zane Herrin, Chase Pierce 
and Tim Huitt.

Also participating were Nathan 
Henley, Tessa Kendrick, Jake 
Rhoton, Kyle Daniel, CJ Ballard, Tim 
Davila, Michael Rangel and Tristian 
Clay.

Forsan One Act Play Cast went to 
Andrews Friday, March 6 for a one 
act play festival. 

The Zone One Act Play contest is 
set for Thursday, March 26. The 
group is performing “Cheaper by the 
Dozen.”

School dismissed at noon March 6 
for Spring Break and the regional 
basketball playoff games in 
Levelland.

Buffalo Tales
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Prices Good Wednesday, March 11 thru 
Tuesday, March 17, 2009 At Your Neighborhood H-E-B
Stores including H-E-B Marketplace and H-E-B Plus!™.
Offers not valid at Broadway Central Market.
Due to the popularity of our Low Prices Every Day,
we reserve the right to limit quantities.
Some items may not be available in all stores.
©2009 H-E-B Food Stores, 09-2382CS

LOWEST
PRICES

IN YEARS!

Hill Country Fare
Milk
1 gallon
whole, 2%, 1% or fat free

$299
ea.

Why not check this 
out at the library?
Beverly Lewis 

has quite a fol-
lowing with 
her various 

series that deal with 
the Amish people. The 
series “Courtship of 
Nellie Fisher” ends 
with the third volume, 
“The Longing.”  Nellie 
has broken up with 
Caleb Yoder and chose 
to follow the ways of 
the New Order. Caleb is 
also working 
through losing 
the woman he 
loves because 
his father was 
so opposed to 
Nellie. Gosh, 
does that 
sound like 
something 
Shakespeare 
would write?  
Stop by in the 
stacks and 
look for more 
of Lewis’ work.

Toni Morrison 
(author of “Beloved” 
and others) has writ-
ten “A Mercy” (F MOR 
T). Continuing themes 
that she has been devel-
oping since the start 
of her career, Nobel 
Prize-winning author 
Morrison creates an 
intense and involving 
philosophical, Biblical, 
and feminist novel set 
in the Atlantic colonies 
between 1682 and 1690. 
Her impressionistic 
story traces slavery 
from its early roots, 
using unique voices 
— African, Native 
American, and white — 
while moving back and 
forth in time.

Another one from 
Annie Proulx (she 
wrote “Brokeback 
Mountain”), “Fine 
Just the Way It Was” ( 
PRO A) is a collection 
of short stories. Most 
of them take place in 
the West and deal with 
multiple generations of 
people who struggle to 
survive.

A new book 
from Belva Plain: 
“Crossroads” (F PLA 
B). In it, Plain draws 
the distinction between 
greed and happiness. 
While it may not be 
as well received as 
“Evergreen” was, peo-
ple will still enjoy it.

New Audio CDs 
have just come in: The 
first is a biography 
of Lucrezia Borgia 

(AUCD B BOR L) titled 
“Lucrezia Borgia: 
Life, Love, Death in 
Renaissance Italy,” it 
will take about 15 hours 
to listen.

Do you know who 
Walter L. Shaw is? 
Of the 39 patents to 
his credit, the speak-
erphone, conference 
calls and call forward-
ing were his biggest 
inventions. Listen to 

“A License to Steal” 
(AUCD 364.109 
SHA W) written 
by his son, Walter 
T. Shaw. The son 
attempts to even the 
score against the 
corporations that 
stole his father’s 
technology.

The last one is 
“The Pluto Files” 
(AUCD 523.492 TYS 
N) written by Neil 
DeGrasse Tyson. In 

August 2006, the planet 
Pluto was demoted as a 
planet. This is the story 
of how Americans ral-
lied behind this small, 
underdog planet. It is 
an amusing account of 
the history of planet 
classification and a 
small sample of the 
hate mail he received 
from third-graders for 
Pluto’s demotion.

A couple of biogra-
phies in print — “He Is 
… I Say” (B DIA N), the 
autobiography of Neil 
Diamond and “Michael 
Phelps: Beneath the 
Surface” (B PHE M) 
written by  Phelps. 

A few mysteries 
have trickled through:  
Probably the last book 
that Margaret Truman 
wrote is “Murder 
Inside the Beltway” ( M 
TRU M).  It has all the 
trademarks: Politicians 
behaving badly, call 
girls, grizzled veteran 
police officer, etc. 

It  looks like now we 
have the CSI myster-
ies to read. Two are by 
Donn Cortez: “Harm for 
the Holidays” (M COR 
D) and “Cut and Run” 
(M COR D). They take 
place in Miami. Two 
others  take place in 
LA and NY.  Max Allan 
Collins wrote “Grave 
Matters” (LA) and 
Keith DeCandido wrote 
“Four Walls” (NY). 
These can be found in 
the Mystery section.

In Large Print 
comes Barbara Taylor 

Bradford’s new-
est novel: “Being 
Elizabeth” (LP F BRA 
B). Elizabeth Turner 
is in line to inherit the 
family business, but 
conflict comes from 
other family members. 
Add in an illicit love 
affair and you have 
a potboiler deluxe. 
Another “good” read 
from a reliable author.

Heather J. Paper has 
compiled a number of 
decorating hints, tips 
and ideas that range 
from color to windows 
to storage. 

In “Decorating Idea 
Book” (747 PAP H), 
there  are wide-ranging 
ideas to help you find 
your decorating style. 
The Library has other 
volumes to look at as 
well, so now is the time 
to re-style your home.

T.D. Jakes is a charis-
matic minister located 
in the Dallas area. The 
Potter’s House is his 
church and he shares 
his insights in “Life 
Overflowing: Six Pillars 
for Abundant Living” 
(248.4 JAK T). Jakes’ 
congregation is racially 
diverse and his televi-
sion ministry reaches 
thousands of people. 

Tony Dungy has 
retired from coach-
ing football but not 
from life. “Uncommon: 
Finding Your Path to 
Significance” (796.332 
DUN T) is wisdom and 
precepts that he has 
acquired during his 
life.

Just a reminder: The 
Library is located at 500 
S. Main St. Our phone 
number is 264-2260.

The website is www.
howard-county.lib.
tx.us; currently it is 
down, but we are work-
ing with a new ISP pro-
vider to get it back up.

Looking ahead: The 
Library will close for 
April 10-11 for Good 
Friday and the Easter 
Holiday. 

You can always 
return materials in the 
new book drop that the 
Friends of the Library 
graciously donated 
funds to purchase. 

It is designed to take 
books on the left-hand 
side and movies, BOT 
or BOCD on the right 
hand side.

Hollis

McCright
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