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Plantation Shutters & Kitchen Cabinets
ON SALE NOW
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The Decorator's Center
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Law Offices of

R. Shane Seaton, PLLC
Personal Injury and Vehicle Accidents
Divorce, Custody and Child Support
Criminal Defense, DWI and Traffic Tickets

(432) 264-1800
1301 S. Gregg St.

32
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Slaton Insurance
Agency

267-2398

Vicki Slaton

205 W. 15th

Call For A Quote
Today!

1600 Gregg Street
432-714-4900

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
Leah Hughes
432-270-2416

Vanessa Jordan
432-816-5490

Christie Larson
432-213-4647

Zac Hall
806-544-921116

23
5 www.jrutledgerealty.com

6508 E.
MIDWAY RD.

LIVING AREA DINING AREA WALKER STALLS
PRICE REDUCED!!!
Lovely family home in Coahoma I.S.D. 2 living areas, 4 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, large kitchen, horse stalls 
with arena. 2 water wells. All on 6 acres Call our office today to see this home.
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by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Big Spring City Council 
hopeful Terena Restman 
made a change to her elec-

tion bid this week, as the lo-
cal woman dropped her cam-
paign against District 4 Coun-
cilwoman Gloria McDonald 
in favor of contesting District 
2 Councilman Manuel Ramir-

ez Jr.
According to city officials, 

council candidates may run 
for any available seat on the 
council and are not required 
to run in the district where 
they reside.

Ramirez, who recently filed 
to run for re-election, said 
he’s looking forward to the 
race with Restman.

“I think it’s an 
exciting challenge 
we have before 
us,” said Ramirez. 
“I’m looking for-
ward to a good, 
clean race. I feel 
like I’ve accom-
plished a lot dur-
ing my past term, 
and I feel like I’ve done what I 

set out to do, which 
was speak for the 
people in District 
2, not speak at 
them.”

Restman could 
not be reached be-
fore press time.

The move will 

See COUNCIL, Page 3A

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Time is running out for area resi-
dents wanting to take a chartered 
bus to the state capitol for Big Spring 
Day in Austin, according to local of-
ficials.

But Terry Wegman, executive di-

rector of the Big Spring 
Economic Development 
Corporation, said every-
one planning to attend 
the biennial event — set 
for March 25 — is being 
asked to sign up, no mat-
ter how they plan to get 
to Austin.

“We’re asking everyone to register 
at the Big Spring Area Chamber of 
Commerce, regardless of how they 
are going or when they are leaving,” 
said Wegman. 

Taking the bus will be a daylong 
event but at an attractive price.

See AUSTIN, Page 3A

Council candidate swaps districts
Restman will campaign in 
District 2 instead of 4 now

 Restman     Ramirez

Austin trip draws near

Local kids
brush up
on hygiene

Shirt deadline is Monday; charter signup due Friday

Wegman

In the above photo, Howard College Dental 
Hygiene student brianna Thurman applies 
a tattoo to the cheek of young Axton Fish 
during the department’s annual Dental 
Health Fair, held on the Howard College 
campus Saturday morning. At right, chil-
dren are entertained by a puppet show 
teaching the value of proper dental care. 
The dental hygiene department provides 
teeth cleaning and dental X-ray services at 
reduced cost to area residents. For an ap-
pointment, call 264-5075.

HERALD photos/Steve Reagan

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Dental hygiene can be fun.
That was the message area 

children learned during Sat-
urday’s Dental Health Fair, 
held at Howard 
College.

The event, 
hosted by the 
college’s dental 
hygiene depart-
ment, aimed to 
teach youngsters 
that keeping their 
teeth healthy 
doesn’t have to be 
all work and worry.

Balloons, puppets and tat-
toos were just some of the 
props students and teach-
ers used to get their message 
across.

“Many of these children 
have either never been to a 
dentist or know about dental 
hygiene, so this helps get the 
word out. Also, it makes it a 
little bit more fun for them,” 
said Mary Wallace, an in-
structor at the college. “Also, 
it’s good for our students. It 

gives them a chance to inter-
act with the children.”

The dental fair, which has 
been an annual attraction for 
more than 25 years, is held in 
conjunction with Children’s 

Dental Health 
Month. Attrac-
tions included 
a puppet show 
highlighting the 
benefits of fluo-
ride and a slew 
of interactive ex-
hibits that taught 
children vari-
ous aspects of 

dental health. Also, children 
were able to trade in their old 
toothbrushes for new ones, 
Wallace said.

Wallace said the event is 
just as much fun for the stu-
dents as it is for the children.

“This is my fourth fair ... 
and I just love watching the 
students interact with the 
children and make them 
smile,” she said. 

Up to 100 children were ex-
pected to visit the fair Satur

See FAIR, Page 3A

Dental Health Fair 
educates, entertains

“Our main priority 
is to serve the 
community, not just 
teach our students.” 

—Mary Wallace, instructor
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By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

There was a little drama involved in 
Howard College’s first Western Junior 
College Athletic Conference doubleheader 
Friday afternoon at Jack Barber Field.

After rolling through Odessa College 9-3 
in the first game, the Hawks got a little stag-
nant offensively and trailed 3-2 heading 
into the bottom of the eighth.

With one man on and nobody out, sopho-
more shortstop Bryan Johns took a 
Jermaine Barksdale pitch over the left field 
wall, giving the Hawks a 1-run lead.

Will Calhoun kept Odessa from getting a 
runner on base in the ninth, sealing a 4-3 
win for Howard (15-0).

“We’ve traditionally been slow out of the 
gate in the conference play, so to get these 
two wins to get things started is a big deal 
for us,” said Howard Head Coach Britt 
Smith. “Today’s over and now we’ve got to 

do it again tomorrow.”
The Hawks wrapped up a 4-game series 

with Odessa College Saturday. Results from 
those games will be available in Monday’s 
edition of the Herald.

The 2-run homer for Johns was his second 
of the day as his drove in a combined six 
runs in the doubleheader. He took over the 
shortstop position from Tyler Ladendorf, 
who was a second-round draft pick for the 
Minnesota Twins in the last year’s MLB 
Amateur Draft and one of three all-Ameri-
cans for the Hawks in 2008. 

Ladendorf was actually at the game Friday 
and coached first base for Howard. 

Smith noted that Johns — a transfer from 
Blinn Junior College — has been able to 
come in and give Howard no drop off from 
the production Ladendorf had delivered 
Howard for the prior two seasons.

See HOWARD, Page 2B

HERALD photo/Tony Claxton

Howard College pitcher Blake Barnes winds up in the Hawks’ 
Western Junior College Athletic Conference opener against 
Odessa College Friday at Jack Barber Field. The Hawks swept 
the first of two doubleheaders this weekend, 9-3 and 4-3.

Hawks sweep doubleheader
from OC in dramatic fashion

Courtesy photo/Bob Fishback

Forsan Buffaloes forward Evan Burton is fouled on his way to 
the hoop in a Class A boys basketball area playoff game against 
Seagraves in Post. Forsan beat No. 18 Seagraves, 59-47.

Herald Staff Report
AUSTIN — Unfortunately, 

Big Spring’s DeShae Green 
and Cameron Hughey had a 
short stay at the Class 4A state 
swim meet in Austin over the 
weekend.

Neither Hughey or Green 
qualified for the finals in their 
respective races.

Hughey, who was making his 
second consecutive appear-
ance at state, finished the pre-
liminaries of the 100-meter 
freestyle in 13th with a time of 
49.16. 

Green was disqualified dur-
ing the 200-meter freestyle pre-
lims after he didn’t touch the 
wall on the turn before his 
final leg of the race. 

Both swimmers are seniors 
at Big Spring. 

For Hughey, it’s possibly his 
final competitive race in the 
pool as he doesn’t plan to pur-
sue the sport in college. Instead 
he is hoping to join the Coast 
Guard.

Green plans to continue his 
training at the University of 
Texas-Permian Basin in 
Odessa. 

BSHS 
swimmers
ousted
in prelims

Herald Staff Reports
POST — Forsan’s 

Buffaloes aren’t quite 
ready to leave the hard-
wood yet.

The Buffs’ offense 
exploded in the second 
and fourth periods, com-
ing away with a 12-point 
victory, 59-47, over the 
No. 18 Seagraves Eagles 
Friday in Post.

The Buffs move on to 
the Class A regional quar-
terfinals, facing Sudan’s 
Hornets in a playoff game 
tentatively set for 6:30 
p.m. in Wolfforth at 
Frenship High School.

The Buffs trailed 9-7 
after the opening frame, 
but blew up for 20 points 
in the second period, 
while holding Seagraves 
to a mere nine. The sec-
ond stanza dominance 
gave Forsan a 27-18 lead 
heading into halftime.

“Both times were just 
kind of feeling each other 
out in the first period,” 
noted Forsan Head Coach 
Terry McDonald. “They 
were trying to press a lot 
and we were trying to be 
disciplined against it. In 
the second, we finally fig-
ured it out. We saw what 

was working and what 
wasn’t. We adjusted and 
were able to get things 
going on both ends of the 
court.”

Seagraves cut Forsan’s 
lead to 3 by the end of the 
third period, but couldn’t 
keep the Buffs’ offense 
down in the final frame. 
The Eagles were able to 
score 17 points in the 
fourth, but Forsan 
dropped 26, giving the 
Buffs an area champion-
ship.

Forsan was led by 
Jeremy Robbins, who 
scored 20 points and

See AREA, Page 2B

Forsan blows
past Eagles

Local 
boys basketball
playoff schedule
Wednesday
Forsan vs. Sudan, 6:30 

p.m. in Wolfforth.

Grady vs. Paducah, 
6:30 p.m. in Jayton.

Sands vs. Garden City 
or Valley, TBA.

By CHRIS JENKINS
AP Sports Writer

It’s no surprise that the Green Bay Packers didn’t 
join in the spending spree on the first day of NFL 
free agency. But they have expressed interest in 
free agent defensive end Chris Canty.

Canty’s agent, Brad Blank, said Friday that Canty 
already has visits lined up with the New York 
Giants and Seattle Seahawks, adding that the 
Packers have called and a visit to Green Bay was a 
possibility next week.

“When I get a sense of what the market is, I’ll call 
the Packers back and ask, ‘Are you in this?’” Blank 
said. “And I hope they are.”

The Packers’ interest in Canty was reported on 
the Web sites of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
and Green Bay Press-Gazette earlier Friday.

Canty has played the first four seasons of his 
career in Dallas after the Cowboys took him in the 
fourth round of the 2005 draft.

Blank said Canty fits best as a defensive end in a 
3-4 defense, tying up blockers to free up outside 
linebackers to make big plays — as he did for 
DeMarcus Ware in Dallas. The Packers are switch-
ing from a 4-3 alignment to a 3-4 next season, and 
star pass rusher Aaron Kampman is moving from 
defensive end to linebacker.

See CANTY, Page 3B

Packers show interest 
in Dallas free agent 
defensive end Canty

AP photo/LM Otero

Dallas Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki (41) shoots over 
Oklahoma City Thunder forward Nick Collison (4) during the 
second half of an NBA game in Dallas Friday. Nowitzki scored 
41 points in the 110-108 overtime win. 

By DAVID JIMENEZ
Associated Press Writer

DALLAS — Even with Oklahoma 
City missing Kevin Durant, the 
Dallas Mavericks turned to two of 
its stars to fend off the Thunder on 
Friday night.

Dirk Nowitzki scored 17 of his 41 
points in the fourth quarter and 
overtime, Jason Kidd hit two big 
3-pointers in the extra period, and 
the Mavericks overcame a 12-point 
deficit to beat the short-handed 
Oklahoma City Thunder 110-108.

After struggling for most of the 
second half, Nowitzki scored 12 
points in the final 4:47 of the fourth 
quarter and hit two straight bas-
kets in overtime to give the 
Mavericks the lead. Kidd was 0-of-5 
from the floor before scoring all 10 
of his points in OT.

“It showed we can put it together 
pretty quickly when we have to,” 

See MAVS, Page 3B

Mavericks
rally past
OKC in OT
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Marachi San Pablo
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 9 a.m. Sunday, March 8

"M              ariachi San Pablo” from the Ysleta 
Lutheran Mission near El Paso will 
provide music for the worship ser-
vice at St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Sunday, March 8. The public is invited to the 9 a.m. 
worship service. Mariachi San Pablo will sing songs in 
both Spanish and English. This marks the group's third 
visit to the church, located at Ninth and Gregg streets. 
Following the morning worship, everyone is invited to 
a brunch hosted by the women of the church. 

Mariachi San Pablo is an intergenerational music min-
istry, based in one of the poorest communities along the 
border. It is one of three Christian mariachi groups in 
the El Paso /Juarez area.

It began in 2001 with five members, mostly beginning 
musicians. The group currently has 12 members, teen-
agers to adults, who offer their talents in service to the 
Lord. 

While at home on the U.S./Mexico border, Mariachi 
San Pablo works to reach its community through music 
that both inspires and touches the lives of those who 
hear it. Since its beginning, the group has traveled to 17 
different U.S. states as well as into Mexico, perform-
ing for a variety of Lutheran conventions, conferences 
and outreach for churches, celebrating with and assist-
ing others in reaching the Hispanic populations in their 
communities.

The group performs a variety of music, including tra-
ditional hymns and contemporary Christian songs. They 
also play music from the popular mariachi tradition.

In 2008, Mariachi San Pablo musicians gave a com-
bined total of 2,915 hours of community service, re-
hearsing and performing their music, spreading the Gos-
pel message using the talents God blessed them with.

Photos by Bruce Schooler



David Micheal ‘Mike’ Price
David Micheal “Mike” Price, 60, 

of Slaton passed away Monday, 
Feb. 23, 2009. He was born in Dal-
las on Sept. 17, 1948. He graduated 
from Abilene Cooper High School 
in 1967. In his young adult life, he 
drove an ambulance, worked at a 
grocery store and worked for Mrs. 
Baird’s Bread. He was a corrections 
officer for the Giles W. Dalby Unit 
in Post at the time of his death.

Survivors include his brother, Mickey Price of 
Post; two daughters, Amanda “Mandi” Price of Big 
Spring and Andrea Oyler and husband Danny of 
Rossville, Ga.; three grandchildren, Gloria Stinson 
of Big Spring and Darian and Kord Oyler of Rossiv-
ille, Ga.; aunt and uncle, Edith and Duane Cotton of 
Lubbock; cousins, Tim and Janet Cotton and chil-
dren of Alamogordo, N.M., Gary Cotton and sons 
of Tomball and Belinda Cotton of Corpus Christi. 
He was also survived by numerous friends and co-
workers.

He was preceded in death by his maternal grand-
ma, Isa Hawkins, who raised him.

Mike will be greatly missed by all!  He was an hon-
orable man and loving dad.

Memorial services will be held Monday, March 
2, 2009, at 10 a.m. at Sanders Funeral Home Chapel 
with the Rev. Eddie Marcum officiating. Arrange-
ments are under the direction of Sanders Funeral 
Home.  

Online condolences may be made at www.sander-
sfuneralhome.com

Paid obituary

Gladys McBrayer
Gladys McBrayer, 92, of Big 

Spring died Friday, Feb. 27, 2009, at 
her son’s residence. The family will 
receive friends from 3 p.m. until 4 
p.m. Sunday at Myers & Smith Fu-
neral Home. Funeral services will 
be at 2 p.m. Wednesday at Clark Fu-
neral Home Chapel in Frankfort, 
Ky., with burial at Sunset Memo-
rial Gardens.  

Gladys was born July 18, 1916, in 
Shelby County, Ky. She spent most of her life in 
Frankfort, Ky.  Gladys worked in a defense plant 
in Portland, Ore., during World War II, and later in 
defense plants in Kentucky. She was a homemaker, 
but also worked in medical offices. Gladys moved 
from Frankfort to Big Spring in 2000. Her hobbies 
were sewing and quilting, and she was a member of 
the Quilting Guild in Big Spring.  

Gladys is survived by one son, Michael McBrayer 
and his wife Joyce of Big Spring; two grandsons,  
Jeremy McBrayer of Big Spring and Christopher 
McBrayer and his wife Lisa of Corpus Christi; one 
sister,  Bea Morris of Frankfort, Ky.; and several 
nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her parents, Hattie 
and John White; her husband, Hart McBrayer; one 
brother, Luther White; and three sisters, Bessie 
Smith, Edna Roberts and Iva Faye Woods.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Jackie McKee Blair
Jackie McKee Blair, 44, passed 

away Sunday, Feb. 15, 2009,  in Azle 
after a long battle with cancer.

A memorial service was held at 2 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 21, 2009, at First 
Assembly of God in Azle.

She was born March 17, 1964, to 
James Austin McKee and Wyona 
Sue Moore.

She was an advocate for abused 
children and wrote a book called 

“Stop Abuse.” She had been a long-
time Big Spring resident.

She is survived by her husband, Kenneth Gene 
Blair; her children, Brandi Fincher and her hus-
band Jerod, Billi Brosh and her husband Brian, 
Mandi Moreno and her husband Tyler and Brad-
ley Kirk; eight grandchildren; brother Ricky Har-
rington; and sister, Penny Brown; and her parents, 
James Austin McKee and Wyona Sue Moore.

She was preceded in death by a sister, Tammy Di-
anne Moore.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to 
Child Advocates, 808 Austin St., Wichita Falls.
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Just In Time
For Spring!

available at

Howard County Feed & Supply
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Uptown Salon Day & Spa
600 Runnels                                 432-267-1544

For the most beautiful face
OR

the most handsome appeal!
Improve your skin and 

muscle tone
Facial Lifting & Body Toning

$140 for two treatments
or

1 treatment for $100 15
98

1

Diamond Lift
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity Friday:

• ERNEST CASTANEDA JR., 22, 1303 Nolan, was 
arrested on a charge of driving while intoxicated.

• SALVADOR GUTIERREZ PEREZ, 37, 1513 S. 
Scurry, was arrested on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• CHRISTOPHER ALTON RANEY, 36, 1603 Don-
ley, was arrested on a charge of assault/family vio-
lence.

• ASSAULT was reported in the 1900 block of 
Highway 87.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 
1900 block of Highway 87 (two reports).

• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 
reported in the 1200 block of 16th.

• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA was reported in 
the 800 block of Marcy.

• THEFT was reported in the 3300 block of Inter-
state 20.

• THEFT OF SERVICE was reported in the 2400 
block of Gregg.

• UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT was reported in the 
800 block of Johnson.

• This is the 80th anniversary of the Kiwanis Club 
of Big Spring and the club will be having its annu-
al pancake supper Friday, March 6 at the Howard 
College cafeteria. They will be serving pancakes, 
bacon and sausage from 4 p.m. thru 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $5 per person.

 
• Big Spring resident Velma Campbell was on 

vacation when she had a massive stroke. She is in 
critical condition in Arizona.  Her family hopes to 
have her medically transported back home as soon 
as possible. She has many friends and is an avid 
bowler. If anyone would like to help, a savings ac-
count has been set up at Wells Fargo.  The savings 
account number is 9662778118.

 
• Coahoma alumni will hold an all school, all class-

es reunion Saturday, Aug. 1 at the Coahoma school 
building. Individual classes are encouraged to plan 
their class get-togethers Friday night or Saturday 
night. This year’s reunion theme will highlight 
sports and former coaches Bernie Hagins and Nor-
man Roberts will be honored, along with all former 
athletes and coaches at Coahoma ISD. Funds will be 
raised for the Coahoma Scholarship Fund as well. 
The Coahoma Alumni Association is trying to up-
date its e-mail and mailing address lists and asks 
that you contact Patti Meets at pmeeks@basin-net.
net or (432) 267-6688 with updates. More information 
will be shared as the reunion planning progresses.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to promote 
and support quality volunteers who speak for the 
best interest of abused and neglect children in court 
in an effort to find each child a safe, nurturing and 
permanent home.  CASA currently has 10 active 
volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of Howard 
County in foster care. A class is forming in How-
ard County and 20 volunteers are needed. For more 
information on becoming a CASA volunteer, please 
contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

• West Texas Opportunities Inc., through a Job Ac-
cess Reverse Commute project with the Texas De-
partment of Transportation offers transportation 
to employment in Midland, on a limited schedule, 
Monday through Friday each week. This fixed route 
currently leaves Big Spring at 7 a.m. and makes a 
stop at the EZ Rider bus connection in downtown 
Midland. The route leaves Midland for the return 
to Big spring at 4:15 p.m. As a promotional intro-
duction, no fare is charged. Beginning April 1, the 
daily fare will be from $3 to $8, round-trip, depend-
ing on the number of passengers using the service. 
For more information, call Victor Enriquez, JARC 
coordinator, at West Texas Opportunities, (800) 245-
9028.

• HATS (Hope After The Sadness), an American 
Cancer Society Resource Room is available at First 
Methodist Church. This center provides informa-
tion and valuable resources for those affected by 
cancer. This HATS ministry, established in memo-
ry of the late Rev. Dr Shane Brue, maintains a room 
with free hats, wigs and head coverings available 
for check-out by those dealing with hair loss due to 
cancer treatment. Other services and resources are 
also available. Contact the “Hat Lady,” Marci Lyk-
ken at 267-2915.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer 
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires just 
a few hours commitment each month. To volunteer, 
or to request a ride for treatment, call (877) 277-1618, 
the High Plains American Cancer Group Report 
Center. Anyone wishing to volunteer to drive in 
this program should call Sherry Hodnett, president 
of the Big Spring ACS Board, at 264-7599.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to 

noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 
p.m.

Here are the winning numbers selected Friday in 
the Mega Millions lottery: 24-37-44-50-56; Mega Ball: 
35.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Friday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 21-15-25-31-6.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Friday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order:9-6-1-4. Sum It Up: 
20.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Friday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 7-6-0. Sum It Up: 13.

Police blotter

Take Note

Support Groups

Lottery

Obituaries Your Local Weather
Sun
3/1

63/35
Mainly sunny. High 63F.
Winds ESE at 5 to 10
mph.

Mon
3/2

82/43
More sun than clouds.
Highs in the low 80s and
lows in the low 40s.

Tue
3/3

87/45
Sunny. Highs in the up-
per 80s and lows in the
mid 40s.
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MONDAY
• Keep Big Spring Beautiful meets at noon in the 

Cactus Room at Howard College.
• District Committee Lone Star of Big Spring 

meets at noon at 610 Scurry.
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 begins 

at 5 p.m. with weight-in at the First Christian 
Church at 10th and Goliad for weigh-in. The meet-
ing begins at 5:30 p.m. Call 213-1342 or 263-6819. 

• Evening Lions Club meets at 6:45 p.m. at Drag-
on China Buffet. 

• Howard County ARC meets at 806 E. Third in 
the Bingo Hall. Call 264-0674 for more informa-
tion. 

• The Big Spring Cruisers club meeting at 7 p.m. 
in the Texas RV Park meeting room. 

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. 
at 606 E. Third.

• Big Spring Chapter No. 178 meets at 7:30 p.m. 
at 221 Main.

TUESDAY
• Coahoma Senior Citizen luncheon is set for 11 

a.m. in the Coahoma Community Center. 
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell 
Lane.

• Alzheimer’s Association, the Greater West Tex-
as Chapter meets at 2 p.m. in the Howard County 
Library conference room, 500 S. Main.

• VFW Post 2013 meets at 7 p.m. in the VFW Hall, 
500 Driver Road.

• Gospel Singing in the Kentwood Activity Cen-
ter at 7 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

• The Howard County Sheriff’s Posse meets at 
7 p.m. at the Sheriff’s Posse building on the An-
drews Highway. For more information, call Bert 
Sheppard at 263-4483 or Rose Armstead at 263-
2769.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 
p.m. at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY 
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. 

to 11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth 
St., provided by InHome Care.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell 
Lane. 

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the 
Big Spring Country Club.

• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. 
in the Eagles Lodge at 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard Col-

lege Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

 
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board
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pulled down 17 rebounds. Evan Burton scored 18 
points, while Nathan Atkerson put in nine and 
secured nine boards.

Sudan is coming off a 44-30 victory over Stanton 
Friday. Stanton is a district opponent for Forsan 
and defeated the Buffs once this season.

The Hornets boast a lot of size, including 6-7 post 
B.J. Davis. However, McDonald believes the Buffs 
can match up with them.

“They’re huge, but we’ve got some good size as 
well,” he said. “Sudan is a good, solid program. 
They’re like us and have been in the playoffs for 
several seasons in a row. This is should be a good 
matchup.”

Seagraves   9     9   12   17—47
Forsan      7   20     6   26—59

Forsan (23-3): Robbins 20, Burton 18, Atkerson 9, Huckabee 8, 
Clay 4. 

Grady 44, 
Spur 41

SLATON — Grady’s Wildcats held on for a 3-point 
victory over Spur in a Class A, Division II area 
playoff game.

Dylan Cox led all scorers with 16 points, while 
Shane Teague added 11. 

Grady led by just 1 at the break, but was able to 
get a 7-point lead before the start of the final 
frame.

Spur made a run at the Wildcats, but couldn’t 
quite dig out of its hole.

The Wildcats face No. 2 Paducah at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at Jayton. Paducah routed Grady’s dis-

trict rival Borden County Friday, 69-28.

Grady  12 7 16   9—44
Spur  10 8 10 13—41

Grady (23-5): Shane Teague 11, Dylan Cox 16, Tyler Matthews 2, 
Joe Cook 6, Geoffery Schutee 4, Jacob Rodriguez 5.

Spur: Zack Harston 7, Landon Hinton 9, Landen White 2, Anthony 
Molina 14, Cole Clark 7.

Free throws: Grady 12-17, Spur 10-19. 3-point goals: Grady 6 
(Teague 3, Cox 3), Spur 2 (Molina). Team fouls: Grady 16, Spur 14. 
Fouled out: None.

Sands 65,
Vernon Northside 47

JAYTON — The Sands Mustangs did their part 
to potentially set up a postseason battle between 
two Crossroads area teams Friday with their 65-47 
victory over Vernon Northside in a Class A, 

Division II area playoff.
The Mustangs face the winner of Garden City 

and Turkey Valley, which played Saturday in Post. 
Results from that game were not available as of 
press time.

If Garden City won, the Mustangs and Bearkats 
would play Wednesday at Dorothy Garrett 
Coliseum.
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By Steve Becker

NEED MONEY
Get A Quick, Easy & Confidential

PAYDAY LOAN
Quick Cash

$ $
432-263-4400      OPEN SATURDAYS       612 S. Gregg

16266

16266-QUICK CASH-2-3-09.indd   1 2/3/09   9:10:57 AM
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“Bryan has been everything we 
thought he’d be,” said Smith. “He’s 
been exceptional defensively. He’s 
the anchor of our defense. The big 
deal with Bryan is his swing. It’s 
really good. He came in and bought 
into what we teach right away. He 
doesn’t try to do too much. If a team 
pitches him away, he hits it the other 
way. If they pitch him inside, he’s 
going to turn on the ball. He’s just a 

baseball player. That’s a great com-
pliment for anyone who plays.”

Johns’ game-winning homer was 
set up by Joe Leftridge, who led off 
the eighth with a single, setting up 
his teammate’s heroics.

Will Calhoun took over for Blake 
Barnes in the eighth inning, allowing 
no hits and striking out three bat-
ters. 

Barnes gave up three runs in the 
first inning after Odessa’s Norberto 
Susini, who hit a 3-run homer in the 
seventh inning of Game 1 gave the 
Wranglers their only scores of the 
opening contest, singled to knock in a 

run and was followed with a 2-run 
jack by Preston Springer.

Howard scored a run in the third 
and fourth innings, both knocked in 
by Leftridge, to pull within 1 run, 
3-2.

Zach Neal picked up the win in 
Game 1, giving up no runs in six 
innings of work. 

The Hawks built a 9-0 lead after five 
innings and came just one score short 
of ending the opening game early via 
the mercy rule. 

Johns had a home run, a double and 
four RBI in the first contest. Miles 
Hamblin and Andrew Collazo also 

homered. 
Howard College is currently ranked 

sixth in the nation.

Game 1
Odessa 000 000 3—3 5  1
Howard 120 420 x—9 13 1

WP - Zach Neal.
2B: HC - Johns, Hamblin, Calhoun. 3B: HC - 

Leftridge. HR: OC - Susini; HC - Hamblin, Johns, 
Collazo. RBI: OC - Norberto Susini 3; HC - Johns 
4, Hamblin, Collazo 2, Kreder.

Game 2
Odessa 300 000 000—3 2 1
Howard 001 010 02x—4 10 0

WP - Will Calhoun. LP - Jermaine Barksdale.
2B: HC - Nine, Kreder. 3B: HC - Davis. HR: OC 

- Preston Springer; HC - Johns. RBI: OC -Susini, 
Springer 2; HC - Johns 2, Leftridge 2.

MAVS
Continued from Page 1B

Kidd said. “That’s a lesson learned. 
We’ve got to win these games.”

Oklahoma City played most of the 
way without Kevin Durant, who 
sprained his right ankle and left the 
contest with 4:21 remaining in the 
first quarter.

Durant left the arena in crutches 
and wearing a protective boot. His 
status is day-to-day.

Despite the loss of the NBA’s fourth-
leading scorer, the Thunder led by 12 
midway through the fourth quarter 
and then overcame a five-point defi-
cit to force overtime.

Oklahoma City is 3-17 in games 
decided by six points or less.

“With Kevin out, we had to step up 
and really play together,” Oklahoma 
City forward Jeff Green said. “We 
still had a chance with a couple of big 

plays we could have made.”
Nowitzki hit two free throws to give 

the Mavericks the lead in overtime, 
then followed with a 3-pointer that 
gave the Mavericks a 103-99 advan-
tage with 1:39 left. It was his fourth 
40-point game of the season and 12th 
of his career.

“It was definitely a lucky win,” said 
Nowitzki, who’d scored only three 
points in the second half before break-
ing out late. “It doesn’t happen very 
often when you’re down that much 
that late and come back.”

Russell Westbrook, who hit a 
3-pointer to send it to overtime, scored 
33 points and Green added 28 points 
for the Thunder, who have lost seven 
straight.

Dallas’ Josh Howard had 13 points 
and James Singleton added 12 points 
and nine rebounds.

“We’re fortunate,” Mavericks coach 
Rick Carlisle said. “Kidd made plays, 
Dirk made plays and we lived to fight 
another day.”

Durant apparently hurt himself 

when he stepped on Howard’s foot on 
a drive to the basket. 

He stayed in the game for three 
more minutes before leaving with a 
slight limp.

The former University of Texas star 
finished with a season-low six points 
after scoring at least 30 in nine of his 
last 10 games.

Thunder interim coach Scott Brooks 
did not know how much more action 
Durant would miss.

“We obviously know Kevin is one of 
our better players,” Brooks said. “But 
that’s part of it. We can’t worry about 
it. We have to fight through it and 
continue to get better.”

The Mavericks trailed 87-75 with 
just over five minutes left in regula-
tion before going on a 16-0 run. 
Nowitzki scored 10 in the surge, 
including a jumper that gave Dallas 
an 89-87 lead.

Still ahead 95-90, Dallas fouled 
Westbrook shooting a 3-pointer with 
22.7 seconds left. He hit the first two 
free throws and Nenad Krstic grabbed 

the miss on the third attempt.
Krstic gave the ball back Westbrook, 

who hit a tying 3-pointer.
Dallas had a chance to win it in the 

final seconds but was denied when 
Howard couldn’t handle an inbounds 
pass and lost the ball with 2 seconds 
remaining.

“We fouled 3-point shooters and 
didn’t box out on a free throw,” 
Nowitzki said. “That shouldn’t hap-
pen to a veteran team.”

Kidd, who had 13 assists, opened 
the extra period with a 3 and drained 
another to give Dallas a 106-101 advan-
tage with 20.7 seconds left in over-
time.

Nowitzki and Kidd each hit a pair of 
free throws in the final 20 seconds to 
seal it.

Notes: The Mavericks have won 
eight in a row at home over the 
Thunder. Six of those came while the 
franchise was in Seattle. ... The 
Thunder have lost eight straight on 
the road, dropping to 3-25.

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Kyle 
and Kurt Busch became the 
first brothers since 2000 to 
sweep the front row in quali-
fying for a NASCAR race on 
Friday, but Kyle’s blown 
motor will prevent the Las 
Vegas drivers from starting 
next to each other at their 
home track.

Kyle Busch blew a motor in 
his Toyota during practice, 
changed the engine, then ran 
a pole-winning lap of 185.995 
mph (299.32 kph) to knock his 
big brother off the pole for 
Sunday’s Shelby 427 race. 
Kurt Busch ran a lap at 
185.707 mph (298.85 kph).

But under NASCAR rules, 
Kyle Busch will have to drop 

to the back of the field at the 
start of the race. Third-place 
qualifier Jimmie Johnson 
will slide onto the front row 
next to Kurt Busch during 
the warm-up laps.

Kyle Busch wasn’t worried 
about having to drive to the 
front.

“Unfortunately for myself, I 
won’t be in the cool photo 
next to my brother at the drop 
of the green flag,” said Kyle 
Busch, who celebrated the 
pole-winning run by crash-
ing a Victory Lane wedding 
ceremony between race fans 
and stepping in as the best 
man.

The 1-2 qualifying effort 
marked the first time broth-

ers have swept the front row 
since Rusty and Kenny 
Wallace at Martinsville in 
2000. Bobby and Terry 
Labonte also took the top two 
starts at the 1998 Daytona 
500.

The motor change spoiled 
what would have undoubted-
ly been an intense fight to 
lead the first lap, so Kurt 
Busch wasn’t bothered that 
Kyle will fall to the back of 
the field.

“It would have been great to 
go after it and see who would 
leave the first lap, but you 
can’t get caught up in all 
that,” Kurt Busch said.

See NASCAR, Page 3B

Busch brothers top qualifying at home track

AP photo/Jae C. Hong

Kyle Busch, right, talks to his brother Kurt Busch after quali-
fying for the NASCAR Sprint Cup series Shelby 427 at Las 
Vegas Motor Speedway in Las Vegas Friday.
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  Huge Savings
   Huge Discounts

$7,600 Customer Cash
                                & Dealer Discounts*

Stk# 2118 $24,045
MSRP $31,645

Customer Cash - $5,500
Dealer Discount - $2,100

2009 Ford F-150 Super Cab

*Must Finance Thru Ford Credit

Bob Brock Ford
500 W. 4th                                           267-7424

Stk# 2118
16467

XLT Texas-Oklahoma Edition

16467 bob brock-2-19-09.indd   1 2/19/09   11:00:35 AM

Dating 
Violence

What is it?
Dating violence is controlling, abusive and aggressive behavior in a romantic relationship. It can happen in straight or 
gay relationships. It can include verbal, emotional, physical, or sexual abuse, or a combination of them.
Controlling behavior includes:
• Not letting you hang out with your friends
• Calling or paging you frequently to find out where you are, who you’re with, and what you’re doing
• Telling you what to wear
• Having to be with you all the time
Verbal and emotional abuse includes:
• Calling you names
• Jealousy • Belittling you (cutting you down)
• Threatening to hurt you, someone in your family, or themselves if you don’t do what they want
Physical abuse include:
• Shoving • Punching • Slapping • Pinching • Hitting • Kicking • Hair pulling • Strangling
Sexual abuse includes:
• Unwanted touching and kissing • Forcing you to have sex
• Not letting you use birth control • Forcing you to do other sexual things
Anyone can be a victim of dating violence. Both boys and girls are victims, but boys and girls abuse their partners in 
different ways. Girls are more likely to yell, threaten to hurt themselves, pinch, slap, scratch, or kick. Boys injure girls 
more, are more likely to punch their partner, and more likely to force them to participate in unwanted sexual activity. 
Some teen victims experience violence occasionally. Others are abused more often, sometimes daily.
If you are a victim of dating violence, you might...
• Think it’s your fault • Feel angry, sad, lonely, depressed or confused
• Feel helpless to stop the abuse • Feel threatened or humiliated
• Feel anxious • Not know what might happen next
• Feel like you can’t talk to family and friends • Be afraid of getting hurt more seriously
• Feel protective of your boyfriend/girlfriend
You’re not alone
• One in three teenagers has experienced violence in a dating relationship.
• 50 percent to 80 percent of teens have reported knowing others who were involved in violence relationships.
• 15 percent of teen girls and boys have reported being victims of severe dating violence (defined as being hit, thrown 
down, or attacked with a weapon).
• 8 percent of 8th and 9th grade students have reported being victims of sexual dating violence.
• Young women, ages 16 to 24 years, experience the highest rates of relationship violence.
Get help
Being a victim of dating violence is not your fault. Nothing you say, wear, or do gives anyone the right to hurt you.
• If you think you are in abusive relationship, get help immediately. Don’t keep your concerns to yourself.
• Talk to someone you trust like a parent, teacher, school principal, counselor or nurse.
• If you choose to tell, you should know that some adults are mandated reporters. This means they are legally required 
to report neglect or abuse to someone else, like the police or child protective services. You can ask people if they are 
mandated reporters and then decide what you want to do. Some examples of mandated reporters are teachers, coun-
selors, doctors, social workers, and in some cases, even coaches or activity leaders. If you want to help deciding who 
to talk to, call our Helpline at 1-800-FYI-CALL, or an anonymous crisis line in your area. You might also want to talk to 
a trusted family member, a friend’s parent, an adult neighbor or friend, an older sibling or  cousin, or other experienced 
person who you trust.
• If you want to get advice about who to talk to, call our helpline (1-800-FYI-CALL) or an anonymous crisis hotline in 
your area. You might also want to talk to a trusted family member, a friend’s parent, an adult neighbor or friend, an older 
sibling or cousin, or other experienced person who you trust.
Help Yourself
Think about ways you can be safer. This means thinking about what to do, where to go for help, and who to call ahead 
of time
• Where can you go for help? • Who can you call? • Who will help you?
• How will you escape a violence situation?
Here are other precautions you can take
• Let friends or family know when you are afraid or need help.
• When you go out, say where you are going and when you’ll be back
• In an emergency call 911 or your local police department
• Memorize important phone numbers like the people to contact or places to go in an emergency
• Keep spare change, calling cards, or a cell phone handy for immediate access to communication
• Go out in a group with other couples
• Have money available for transportation if you need to take a taxi, bus, or subway to escape
Help Someone Else
If you know someone who might be in an abusive relationship, you can help.
• Tell the person that you are worried • Be a good listener • Offer your friendship and support
• Ask how you can help • Encourage your friend to seek help
• Educate yourself about dating violence and healthy relationships
• Avoid any confrontations with the abuser. This could be dangerous for you and your friend.

Call

Victim Services Agency 
263-3312

www.vsofbigspring.com

17
92

1

17291 victim service-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   11:43:12 AM

Paul Kennemur RPH
Pharmacist

1001 S. Gregg  •  (432) 263-7316
M-F 8:45-5:45   Sat. 9-1

Delivery Service Available

25382

JACK & JILL
DAYCARE

Open 7 days a Week 5 am-Midnight
Birth to 12 years old

1708 S. Nolan                 267-8411
004255

Bill (Chipper) and Jo Coggin of Stanton announce 
the engagement of their daughter, Toni Jo Lynn of 
Midland, formerly of Stanton, to Kelly Jay Wade of 
Midland, formerly of Big Spring. Kelly is the son 
of Kirk Wade of Midland and DeLisa Wade of Big 
Spring.

The bride-elect, known as T.J., is the granddaugh-
ter of Bill Coggin, the late Roxy Coggin and Ouida 
Coggin of Stanton and the late Evelyn Lankford of 
Stanton. 

The future groom is the grandson of Dana and 
Steve Turner, DeWayne and Nancy Wagner, Patsy 
and Joe Sharpnack, all of Big Spring, and Jim Wade 
of Tucson, Ariz. 

T.J. graduated from Stanton High School in 2003. 
She earned her cosmetology license from Midland 
College and is finishing her associate’s degree. She 
is employed with Midland College in the Technical 
Studies Division and intends to continue school, 
majoring in business or education.

In 2002, while attending high school, Kelly began 
his career in the oil and gas industry, working on 
drilling rigs. He graduated from Big Spring High 
School in 2003. He is employed with J.B. Hunt Gas 
and Oil Drilling as a daylight driller. 

Kelly and T.J. are to be married June 6, 2009, at the 
Cuthbert Mansion in Midland. After their honey-
moon in Paris, France, they will reside in Midland. 
Visit their Web page at www.kellytj6-6-9.blogspot.
com.

Steven and Jennifer Price of Big Spring announce 
the engagement of their son, Jason Paul Price to 
Robyn Paige McKinney, both of Midland. The cou-
ple will be united in marriage April 4, 2009, at St. 
Luke’s United Methodist Church in Midland with 
Mark McCormick of Dalhart, uncle of the groom, 
officiating.

The bride-elect is the daughter of Bob and Patsy 
McKinney and the granddaughter of Jack and Hel-
en Arnold and James McKinney, all of Midland and 
the late Frances McKinney.

The future groom is the grandson of Frank and 
Vola Moore of Stamford, Alvie Price of Seagraves 
and the late Pat Price.

Engagements▼   Blum’s Jewelry
sponsored by  In The Big Spring Mall. • 267-6335

Coggin and Wade
McKinney and Price

Toni Jo Lynn Coggin and Kelly Jay Wade

Robyn Paige McKinney and Jason Paul Price

Coahoma ISD
Monday
Breakfast: waffles, 

hams, syrup, orange 
juice, milk

Lunch: spaghetti, 
salad, mixed fruit cup, 
rolls, burritos, pickle 
spears

Tuesday
Breakfast: Pop 

Tarts,ham, applesauce 
cups, milk

Lunch: Nacho Grande, 
pinto beans, oranges, 
milk

Wednesday
Breakfast: biscuits, 

sausage, gravy, jelly, 
orange juice, milk

Lunch: tacos, salad, 
fruit, milk, corn dogs

Thursday
Breakfast: oatmeal, 

ham, apples juice, milk
Lunch: chicken pat-

ties, gravy, mashed, po-
tatoes, corn, roll, milk

Friday
Breakfast: French 

toast, sausage, syrup, 
grape, juice, milk

Lunch: pizza, salad, 
apples, milk

Forsan ISD
Monday
Breakfast: cheese om-

elet, toast, juice, milk
Lunch: burritos, Span-

ish rice, tossed salad, 

fruit, sugar cookies, 
milk

Tuesday
Breakfast: French 

toast, sausage, juice, 
milk

Lunch: popcorn chick-
en, broccoli & cheese, 
corn cobbette, French 
bread sticks, frozen 
peach cup, milk

Wednesday
Breakfast: breakfast 

pocket, juice, milk
Lunch: barbecue 

chicken, macaroni & 
cheese, tossed salad, 
chilled pears, corn-
bread, milk

Thursday
Breakfast: donuts, 

applesauce, juice, milk
Lunch: pizza, tossed 

salad, seasoned corn, 
chocolate cake, milk

Friday
Breakfast: cereal, 

yogurt, juice, milk
Lunch: steak fingers, 

mashed potatoes & 
gravy, green beans, hot 
rolls, frozen cherry bar, 
milk

Big Spring ISD
Monday
Breakfast: cinnamon 

biscuits, fruit juice, 
milk

See MENUS, Page 3C

Menus▼

Contact 

the Herald 

at 263-7331



By APRIL CASTRO
Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN — Texas law-
makers started off the 
year staring down a 
multibillion dollar bud-
get hole. Thanks to Un-
cle Sam, they’ll soon be 
sitting on a mountain of 
cash.

About $17 billion 
of President Barack 
Obama’s economic stim-
ulus package is headed 
for the Lone Star State, 
some of it helping to fill 
the gaps that otherwise 
would have strained 
the two-year state bud-
get and its Rainy Day 
Fund savings account. 
Officials are still trying 
to figure out how and 
where to spend it, but 
fears of deep cuts and a 
looming future deficit 
have all but faded.

Republicans, who con-
trol both houses of the 
Legislature and every 
statewide office, have 
expressed misgivings 
about the mound of fed-
eral debt required to 
pass the stimulus pack-
age. Traditional deficit 
spending is not allowed 
in Texas, which has a 
pay-as-you-go budgetary 
system.

“We can balance the 
budget,” with or with-
out the stimulus money, 
said Sen. Steve Ogden, 
the Senate’s budget 
leader. “We do it every 
session. We are not the 
federal government.”

Still, legislative lead-

ers say if Texans have 
to go into debt to help 
pay for the federal pork, 
they might as well get 
their share of the ben-
efits. That, in turn, has 
relieved the pressure on 
them to balance a bud-
get that began with a $9 
billion drop in available 
revenue compared to the 
last budget cycle.

And the state has to 
spend the money. The 
federal law, intended to 
jumpstart the economy 
with an immediate infu-
sion of cash, prohibits 
states from saving any of 
the money. Analysts say 
about $8 billion in state 
money will be freed up 
in the budget.

The law says “if you 
receive these funds, 
you can’t add it to your 
Rainy Day or reserves 
— there’s a question 
about what that means,” 
said Rep. Jim Dunnam, 
chairman of the House 
Committee on Federal 
Economic Stabilization 
Funding, who plans to 
take his panel to Wash-
ington to try to get an-
swers — or possibly 
have to pay some of the 
money back.

For example, if the Leg-
islature simply leaves 
the money in the trea-
sury, unobligated, does 
that violate the law?

COUNCIL
Continued from Page 1A

leave McDonald cur-
rently unopposed for 
the May contest.

Longtime Councilman 
for District 6 Greg Bid-
dison announced early 
on he would not be run-
ning for re-election. 
Shortly after his an-
nouncement,  Howard 
College Vice President 
Terry Hansen filed to 

run for the seat. Hansen 
remains unopposed at 
this time.

According to Assistant 
City Secretary Tami Da-
vis, would-be candidates 
have until March 9 to 
file their candidacy at 
City Hall to be eligible 
for the May contest.

The city of Coahoma 
has three seats — all are 
at-large — up for elec-
tion in May.

Seats held by incum-
bents David Elmore, 
Ricky Stone and Mayor 

Bill Read will all be up 
for grabs. According to 
officials with the city 
of Coahoma, Coahoma 
resident Jay Holt filed 
to run for one of the at-
large seats, but is the 
only candidate right 
now. In fact, officials 
say all three incum-
bents have indicated 
they do not plan to run 
for re-election.

In the city of Forsan, 
three at-large positions 
will be decided in the 
May election, as incum-

bents Mary Gressett, 
Fred Hogan and Marty 
Whetsel have all indi-
cated they plan to run 
for re-election. Accord-
ing to Forsan Mayor 
Roger Hudgins, no chal-
lengers have come for-
ward as yet.

In Stanton, an at-large 
position on the city 
council, along with the 
District 4 seat, will be 
up for the taking. Ac-
cording to officials, the 
at-large incumbent, 
Tommy Haislip, and 

District 4 incumbent, 
Steven Villa, have filed 
to run for re-election 
and are currently unop-
posed.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

FAIR
Continued from Page 1A

day and Wallace hopes to attract 
even more in the future. “We’d 
like to have between 100 and 150 
kids come in,” she said.

Wallace said the fair is not the 

only service the department pro-
vides to the community.

“Even after all these years, a 
lot of people in the community 
don’t really know there’s a hy-
giene class here at the college,” 
she said. “Our main priority is 
to serve the community, not just 
teach our students.”

Teeth cleaning and dental X-ray 
services are provided at reduced 
cost by the department. for more 
information, call 264-5075.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Rea-
gan at 263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-
mail at reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

AUSTIN
Continued from Page 1A

“For those who are 
planning to take advan-
tage of the bus we have 
chartered, we’ll be leav-
ing from the east park-
ing lot at Howard Col-
lege’s Dorothy Garrett 
Coliseum at 4:30 a.m.,” 
Wegman said.

“It’s $40 to take the 
bus, and that included 
transportation to and 
from the capitol and a 
box lunch while we’re 
there. The deadline to 
pay for a bus ticket or 
order a box lunch is Fri-
day. If you’re not taking 
the bus but want to have 
a box lunch waiting for 
you, it’s $9.

“Food and drinks on 
the bus will be the re-
sponsibility of those 
traveling, and on the 
way back we’ll be stop-
ping off at Coopers Bar-
becue, which will be 

Dutch treat. We expect 
to arrive back at How-
ard College at approxi-
mately 11 p.m.”

Wegman said the time 
at the state capitol will 
be well spent, featur-
ing a number of events 
to help highlight Big 
Spring and Howard 
County.

“They will read the 
resolution on the floor 
of the House and Sen-
ate proclaiming March 
25 Big Spring Day in 
Austin,” said Wegman. 
“Also, students from the 
Howard County School 
Choir — made up of 
students from several 
different schools in the 
area — will perform in 
the rotunda. We’ll have 
a box lunch on the east 
grounds of the capitol, 
as well as have a Coke 
and Blue Bell Ice Cream 
reception, followed by a 
group photo on the capi-
tol steps.”

Big Spring Day in Aus-
tin is an excellent way 

to catch the attention of 
lawmakers in the Lone 
Star state and let them 
know Howard County 
residents are very inter-
ested in how state policy 
effects the Crossroads 
community, according 
to Wegman.

“This is a great chance 
to see first-hand how the 
legislature works,” said 
Wegman. “They make 
the laws that effect our 
lives, day after day.”

Residents planning to 
attend are being asked 
to follow a dress code 
while in the capitol, 
Wegman said.

“We’re asking every-
one to wear a Big Spring 
shirt and khaki pants 
or skirt,” said Wegman. 
“If you don’t already 
have one of the denim 
Big Spring shirts, you 
can order both long and 
short sleeve ones from 
the chamber office. 
They are $25 each, and 
the deadline to order 
a shirt in time for Big 

Spring Day in Austin 
will be Monday.”

For more informa-
tion on Big Spring Area 
Day in Austin, call Big 
Spring EDC at 264-6032 
or the Big Spring Cham-
ber at 263-7641.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com
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KenMark Financial 
Kenneth C. Boothe CPA 
BFT Financial Group, LLC 
Member Finra/MSRB/SIPC 
Registered Investment Advisor 
1001 East FM 700 
Big Spring, Texas 79720 

Give Us a Call 268-9292 
kcb@bftfinancial.com 

IRA-401k 
Retirement Plans 

Compare Investment 
Strategy &  

Guarantee Principal 

 

Confessions Of A 
Shopaholic (PG)
Sun.: 2:00  4:30  7:10

Friday The 13th (2009) 
(R) Sun.: 7:00

Inkheart (PG)
Sun.: 1:;50  4:20
Taken (PG-13)
Sun.: 2:20  4:50  7:30

Tyler Perry’s Madea
Goes To Jail 
(PG-13) Sun.: 2:10  4:40 7:20

16
74

6

16746 cinema 3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   9:17:26 AM

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 05/03/09
16049

 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Gladys McBrayer, 92, 
died Friday.  The family 
will receive friends from 
3 p.m. until 4 p.m. Sunday 
at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Funeral Services 
will be at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday at Clark 
Funeral Home Chapel in 
Frankfort, Kentucky with 
burial  at Sunset 
Memorial Gardens. 

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

James Fryar, left, of the Mustang Draw Woodcarvers’ Club presents City Public Works Director 
Todd Darden with a check for $750 at City Hall recently. The check will go to help reconstruct 
the Kids Zone playground area at the city park. The playground was heavily damaged by arson in 
December.

FORT WORTH (AP) — Teens 
across Texas may lose their win-
ter tans under proposed legisla-
tion that would require a phy-
sician’s written consent to use 
tanning beds.

House Bill 1310 would ban any-
one younger than 18 from using 
a tanning facility without a doc-
tor’s note specifying the number 
of visits. Rep. Burt Solomons, R-
Carrollton, filed the bill because 

of concerns about skin cancer.
“The studies are pretty clear 

now that you shouldn’t be doing 
a lot of tanning, so why are we 
letting minors go to tanning sa-
lons?” Solomons said in Friday’s 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram.

At least 29 states have passed 
laws restricting teens from tan-
ning salons.

Current state law requires 
children under 13 to have a phy-

sician’s consent and anyone 15 
or younger to have a parent in 
the salon while tanning.

The $5 billion indoor tanning 
industry opposes restrictions 
for minors but has worked to 
educate people on the value of 
moderate tanning as a way to 
prevent a dangerous sunburn, 
according to Joseph Levy, vice 
president of the International 
Smart Tan Network.

Teens face tanning regulation 

Stimulus leaves state 
on mountain of cash 
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FREE*
GET ONE

HUE II
BUY ONE

by Samsung

$1999
*after $50 mail-in
rebates and 2-yr.

service agreement
on each line.

Only

Optional faceplates shown are 
available for purchase. 

 • 2.0 MP camera
      with video
 • Music player
 • GPS-capable

Hue IITM

with fun faceplates!
more you

Make your

For Business & Government Accounts call 1-866-WLS-BIZZ or visit alltelbusiness.com 

Promotional offers available 
at the following locations: 
Alltel Retail Stores
• These Retail Stores Now Open Sunday.

Alpine
• 903 E. Holland Ave. | (432) 837-7029

Andrews
401 N. Main | (432) 524-4460

Big Spring
2101 Gregg St. | (432) 264-0003

El Paso
• 1360 N. Lee Trevino | (915) 591-4524
• 1830 N. Zaragosa Rd. | (915) 856-9147
• 6600 Montana Ave. | (915) 771-7111
• 7661 N. Mesa | (915) 584-1118
• Cielo Vista Mall | (915) 779-9300

   Fort Bliss AFB | (915) 562-4096
• Transmountain & Patriot Fwy. | (915) 472-0890

Ft. Stockton
222 W. Dickinson | (432) 336-8777

Midland
   2106 Rankin Hwy. | (432) 683-9800
   5323 W. Loop 250 N. | (432) 520-3535
• Midland Park Mall | (432) 522-2032

Monahans
413 S. Main | (432) 943-8399

Odessa
2808 N. West County Rd. | (432) 333-5116
3131 E. University Blvd. | (432) 363-9500
Music City Mall | (432) 550-2066
Music City Mall | (432) 550-6399

Pecos
1213 S. Eddy | (432) 447-9425

Shop at a participating retailer:
Equipment & promotional offers at these 
locations may vary.

Alpine
First Choice Comm. | (432) 837-1443

Andrews
Airways | (432) 894-8699

Big Spring
Representative Sales | (432) 263-1500

El Paso 
Chong Wireless | (915) 852-7002
Clear Conn. | (915) 843-2140
G & J Navarro Ent. | (915) 751-8480
Wireless Connections | (915) 533-7676
Wireless Connections | (915) 779-3620

Ft. Stockton
Trio Wireless | (432) 336-8755

Kermit
Airways | (432) 586-2866

Midland
J&G Wireless Comm. | (432) 620-9830
Trio Wireless | (432) 699-2393
Wireless 4U | (432) 697-2000

Odessa
Electronic Center | (432) 337-4884
Electronic Center | (432) 550-4884
The Connection | (432) 617-3333
Trio Wireless | (432) 362-8489

Presidio
RadioShack | (432) 229-3620

Federal, state & local taxes & charges apply. In addition, Alltel may charge monthly connectivity, regulatory, administrative & 911 surcharges up to $2.19 & federal & state Universal Service Fund fees (both may vary by 
customer usage). These additional fees may not be taxes or government-required charges & are subject to change. Additional information regarding your taxes, fees & surcharges is available from your Alltel customer 
service representative & on your monthly bill. Phone Details: Phones & applicable rebates available for a limited time, while supplies last, with activation of a qualifying rate plan. Rebate will be in the form of a VISA gift 
card. Limit 1 rebate per qualifying purchase. Phone may be returned within 15 days of purchase. If mail-in rebate certifi cate has been submitted, Alltel will refund the purchase price less the rebate amount. Customer pays 
applicable taxes. See rebate certifi cate for details. Blue & silver faceplate included with purchase of The Alltel Hue II. Optional faceplates available at an additional charge. Smart Choice Pack Requirement: All new or 
existing customers activating or upgrading to a smart device are required to purchase & maintain a Smart Choice Pack for the duration of their contract in order to qualify for the in-contract phone price. Applications: 
Features, including Alltel e-mail, Alltel Navigation & nuTsie only available for use in Alltel digital wireless & roaming partner markets. Qualifying Alltel rate plan & approved wireless phone required. Airtime, text 
messaging &/or kilobyte charges may apply when downloading or using features. Features are subject to change & may not be available in all markets or on all phones. Usage outside of your calling plan is subject 
to additional roaming & long-distance charges. Before you accept any Alltel application offering please review the Alltel Terms & Conditions at alltel.com. By using certain downloadable applications,  customer 
agrees to the Alltel Shop End User License Agreement. All GPS applications are subject to the Alltel GPS Terms & Conditions available at alltel.com. For download questions or problems, call Alltel customer service 
at 1-800-alltel-1. Mobile to Mobile: Certain Alltel customers not joining Verizon Wireless. See alltel.com for updates & eligibility. Mobile to Mobile minutes apply to calls between eligible Alltel Wireless & Verizon Wireless 
customers that begin & end in your plan’s calling area. Call forwarding, 411 & voice mail calls excluded. My Circle: Available to new & existing customers on current select rate plans. Minimum rate plan 
of $49.99 for 5 Circle Plan numbers; $59.99 for 10 numbers; $99.99 for 20 numbers. For Smart Choice Pack customers, minimum rate plan of $69.99 for 5 Circle Plan numbers; $89.99 for 10 numbers; $139.99 
for 20 numbers. My Circle numbers must be shared among all lines on the primary account. Customer may not designate own wireless or voice mail number, Directory Assistance or 900 numbers as any 
of the available numbers. Calls must begin & end in your plan’s calling area. Designated numbers must be within the 50 U.S. states. Feature may be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Allow 24 hours 
for changes to Your Circle numbers to become effective. Restrictions apply to Business & Prepaid customers. See representative for details. Additional Information: This offer may be limited due to time, 
supplies, coverage, or participating locations. $25 non-refundable activation fee & possible $200 early termination fee apply per line. Offers are subject to the Alltel Terms & Conditions for Communications 
Services available at any Alltel store or alltel.com. All product & service marks referenced are the names, trade names, trademarks & logos of their respective owners. nuTsie & the nuTsie logo are 
trademarks of Melodeo, Inc. nuTsie is an iTunes affi liate. iTunes is a trademark of Apple, Inc. Screen images are simulated. ©2009 Alltel Communications, LLC. All rights reserved.

Includes Alltel E-mail, 
Alltel Navigation, 
nuTsie™ & more!

$4999
after $100 mail-in rebate and
2-yr. Smart Choice Pack 
agreement.

Touch-screen phone

ONLY
Samsung Delve™

alltel.com
1-800-alltel-1

Certain Alltel customers not joining Verizon Wireless. See alltel.com for updates & eligibility.

Call more people. Use zero minutes.
Alltel is now a part of Verizon Wireless, creating America’s Largest
Mobile to Mobile Calling Family – more than 80 million strong.

Plus, choose who you call for free on any network with My Circle.®
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CANTY
Continued from Page 1B

Canty was open to playing in Green Bay if the 
offer was right, Blank said.

The Packers have taken a conservative approach 
to free agency under general manager Ted 
Thompson, placing a larger priority on signing 
their own players to contract extensions and 
improving primarily through the draft.

NASCAR
Continued from Page 2B

David Reutimann and Marcos Ambrose qualified 
fourth and fifth, but also had to change their motors 
after their laps and will drop to the back of the field. 
Brian Vickers, who won the pole last week at 
California but had to forfeit it because of an engine 
change, and his teammate Scott Speed also switched 
motors on Friday.

In all, five Toyota teams switched motors.
“I don’t have any idea,” Busch said of the rash of 

motor problems. Kyle Busch’s motor is built by Joe 
Gibbs Racing, but the others all came from Toyota’s 
factory in Costa Mesa, California.

Ryan Newman qualified sixth and was followed 
by Kasey Kahne, Mark Martin, Kevin Harvick and 
Tony Stewart.

A total of 51 drivers entered the race, meaning 16 
drivers were vying for the eight available spots in 
the field. Among those to make the race were AJ 
Allmendinger — a year after he missed the event 
for Red Bull Racing and was temporarily pulled 
from his ride the next week — Brad Keselowski and 
Regan Smith, last year’s rookie of the year.

Missing the field was Jeremy Mayfield and Scott 
Riggs, who both raced their way into the Daytona 
500 three weeks ago, as well as Travis Kvapil, Dave 
Blaney, Sterling Marlin and Tony Raines.

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Barry 
Bonds’ perjury trial was delayed 
indefinitely Friday after federal pros-
ecutors notified the judge overseeing 
the case that they will appeal her 
decision to exclude key evidence from 
the jury.

Jury selection, which has been set 
to start Monday, “will not proceed 
until further notice,” according to a 
filing Friday by the clerk for U.S. 
District Judge Susan Illston.

Prosecutors told Illston of their 
intention to appeal a couple of hours 
after Bonds’ personal trainer, Greg 
Anderson, said at a court hearing 
that he would not testify at the slug-
ger’s perjury trial. 

Illston had barred prosecutors from 
showing the jury three positive ste-
roid tests allegedly belonging to 
Bonds and other vital evidence unless 
Anderson took the witness stand to 
authenticate them.

The latest developments are anoth-
er blow to the all-time home run 
leader’s hopes to resume his major 
league career. Following his indict-
ment in November 2007, no team 
made an offer to sign him for 2008. If 
his trial had ended next month and 
he gained acquittal, he would have 
been in better position to join a team 
early this season.

Bonds is accused of lying to a grand 

jury in 2003 when he denied that he 
knowingly took performance-enhanc-
ing drugs.

A reluctant and annoyed Illston told 
lawyers earlier Friday that, in the 
event of an appeal, she would have 
little choice but to wait until the 9th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals decides 
on it.

Illston noted that 90 prospective 
jurors had been planning to show up 
to court Monday and that court staff 
and security personnel had been pre-
paring for an expected crush of media 
and onlookers.

Bonds’ attorneys argued against 
postponing the trial in a court filing 
late Friday, saying it “will result in a 
waste of considerable judicial resourc-
es.”

They complained about the delay in 
a statement after the court called off 
Monday’s jury selection.

“Barry Bonds is innocent,” said a 
joint statement signed by three of 
Bonds’ attorneys. “It’s unfair to him, 
to the taxpayers, and to the judicial 
process. The government’s strategy 
of delay shows what little confidence 
they have in their own case.”

Legal analysts said the government 
faces long odds of winning its appeal. 
Appeals courts give lower courts 
broad discretion in deciding pretrial 
matters such as what evidence the 

jury will hear, they said.
“It’s very stupid move,” said Golden 

Gate University law professor Peter 
Keane. “It is a futile act and a terrible 
tactical blunder.”

It’s unknown when the appeals 
court will decide the issue. It will 
soon set a schedule for both sides to 
file their legal arguments.

The appeal is a direct result of 
Anderson’s refusal to testify.

In Illston’s Feb. 19 ruling, she 
blocked the government from show-
ing the jury three positive steroid 
tests that allegedly belong to Bonds as 
well as so-called doping calendars 
that prosecutors say Anderson main-
tained for the home run king. Without 
Anderson’s testimony, she said, the 
government cannot prove those 
things belong to Bonds.

During a September 2003 raid of the 
Bay Area Laboratory Co-Operative, 
federal investigators seized the posi-
tive test results along with 21 other 
blood and urine samples that tested 
negative. The three key tests showed 
positive results in 2000 and 2001 for 
the steroids nandrolone and methe-
nolone, according to the govern-
ment.

Prosecutors want to use all the tests 
to support their claim that Bonds was 
a knowing steroids user and frequent 
customer of BALCO, the center of a 

massive sports doping ring.
But the judge said Anderson’s testi-

mony was crucial because he alleg-
edly was the one who collected the 
urine samples and delivered them for 
testing.

Anderson told Illston on Friday that 
he would refuse to testify even if she 
ordered him imprisoned during the 
trial, which she promised to do. He 
already has served a year in prison 
for refusing to testify in 2006 before a 
federal grand jury investigating 
Bonds for perjury.

Anderson’s attorney, Mark Geragos, 
spoke outside the courthouse with 
his client at his side.

Geragos insisted that Anderson’s 
longtime friendship with Bonds is 
not the reason for his refusal to testi-
fy.

“These are prosecutors that he 
(Anderson) does not trust. These are 
prosecutors who have made certain 
promises and, he believes, has bro-
ken those promises,” Geragos said, 
without elaborating on what those 
promises were.

Geragos said he hopes to persuade 
the judge that Anderson should not 
be sent back to prison.

Associated Press writer Sudhin 
Thanawala contributed to this report.

Feds to appeal Bonds evidence ruling

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. (AP) — Entering his ninth 
season in the NFL, and playing for his fourth differ-
ent team, Sage Rosenfels was asked how many 
times previously he entered training camp with a 
chance to compete for the starting quarterback 
job.

“This is it,” Rosenfels said with a big grin.
The Vikings acquired Rosenfels from the Houston 

Texans on Friday for a fourth-round draft pick and 
signed him to a two-year, $9 million contract exten-
sion that could keep him in Minnesota through 
2011.

Rosenfels will compete with incumbent Tarvaris 
Jackson for the starting job.

Finally.
He entered the league as a fourth-round draft pick 

of the Washington Redskins in 2001. He was traded 
to Miami the following season but got just two 
starts in four years.

The chance to be the man appeared to be on the 
way during his second season in Houston in 2007, 
but the Texans spent two second-round draft picks 
and nearly $50 million to get Matt Schaub away 
from Atlanta.

It’s the second season in a row that the Vikings 
have tried to trade for Rosenfels. Last year, the two 
teams could not agree on compensation, so 
Minnesota brought in veteran Gus Frerotte as a 
backup. They finally came together on a 

See ROSENFELS, Page 4B

Vikings acquire
QB Rosenfels

MISSION (AP) — Former 
Dallas Cowboys quarterback 
Quincy Carter was arrested 
early Friday on drunken driv-
ing and marijuana possession 
charges in South Texas, author-
ities said.

Carter was pulled over in the 
Mission area for failing to sig-
nal a right turn and the arrest-
ing officer observed bloodshot 
eyes and slurred speech, said 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety trooper Johnny 
Hernandez. Carter’s blood-alco-
hol level tested at 0.14, above the 
state’s legal limit of 0.08, 

Hernandez said.
The 31-year-old Carter was 

charged with misdemeanor pos-
session of less than 2 ounces of 
marijuana after the drug was 
found in his car, Hernandez 
said.

Carter was arraigned Friday 
morning and being held in the 
Hidalgo County jail, said Sgt. 
Juan Reyes. No information on 
an attorney for Carter was avail-
able, Reyes said.

Carter was the Cowboys’ start-
ing quarterback when they went 
10-6 and reached the playoffs in 
2003, their first season under 

coach Bill Parcells. But he was 
released in training camp before 
the 2004 season.

He started briefly for the New 
York Jets before poor play and 
drug-related arrests ended his 
NFL career. He played in the 
Arena League before a brief try-
out last year with the Miami 
Dolphins.

The marijuana possession 
charge was at least the third for 
Carter since 2006, when he was 
arrested in the Dallas suburb of 
Irving. 

He was arrested a year later in 
Shreveport, La.

Former Cowboys’ QB
Carter arrested for DWI



The Dora Roberts Com-
munity Center served as 
the setting for the 50th 

wedding anniversary 
celebration of the Rev. 
Carroll and Leighrene 

Kohl, Sunday, Dec. 28, 
2008.  

The reception was giv-
en by their children and 
spouses, Thomas and 
Lori Kohl of Tolar, An-
gela and Billy Newton 
of Coahoma, Glenda and 
Scott Ramsey of Wichita 
Falls and Dana and Dar-
ren Byrd  of Big Spring.  

The Lakeside Room 
was colorfully decorat-
ed with poinsettias and 
golden accessories, or-
naments, trees and can-
dles depicting the same 
type of decorations as 
was used in their wed-
ding.  

Guests were treated to 
a beautiful three-tiered 
anniversary cake along 
with many trays of hor’ 
dourves, fruits, nuts, 
candy, coffee and punch.  
Pictures of the couple 
from their wedding day 
and Leighrene’s wed-
ding dress were dis-
played for all the guest 
to enjoy. The black and 

white pictures were 
great conversation piec-
es.  

Granddaughters Bre-
anna Conner, Analysia 
Rodriguez and Caroline 
Ramsey served as greet-
ers and guest book at-
tendants. 

Family members at-
tended from Wichita 
Falls, Vernon, Tolar, 
Snyder and San Angelo. 
Friends and guest not 
only came from the Big 
Spring area to share in 
the celebration, but also 
from Midland, San An-
gelo, Lubbock Brown-
wood, Dallas, Austin, 
San Antonio, and Refu-
gio.  

A majority of the 
guests were members 
of Lutheran churches 
where Pastor Kohl had 
served in their congre-
gations. Approximately 
100 guests shared in the 
celebration and recep-
tion.
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   Local Channels Add to any package $5.00/mo

where available

Offer expires 7/31/09. Requires 24-month commitment and automatic billing. Early cancellation fee, other restrictions apply. Programming package credits applied in first 6 months. Premium package credits applied in first 3 months. HD 
programming requires HD receiver and HD television (sold separately). New, first-time DISH Network customers only; subject to terms and conditions of DISH Network promotional agreement and Residential Customer Agreement. Local 
Channels only available to customers residing in specified local Designated Market Area (DMA). All prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice. HBO® and Cinemax® are service marks of Home Box Office, Inc.

OVER

100
ALL-DIGITAL  
CHANNELS

Over 50 HD Channels

FREE
$999

mo
For 6 months
with commitment

SAVE 
NOW   

SAVE 
LATER  

AND  

SLICKS1647_B

FREE

with commitment

OVER 15  
PREMIUM  

MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDING         

FOR 3 MONTHS

Sign up today and get 

Premium Movie Channels from
 for a Penny for a Year (a $155 value)

 HD DVR Upgrade ($5.98/mo DVR Service fee applies)

  – Better than TiVo®
 

(cnet.com review 2/19/08)   

Call today and be ready for the digital transition!

Call Satellites Plus (432) 967-2482
OR

Stop By Allan’s Furniture - 202 Scurry St., Big Spring, TX.

16751

16751 Dish-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   10:24:24 AM

GriefShare groups meet Tuesday evenings
 from 6 pm-8pm 

First Presbyterian Church - 7th & Runnels

Call (432) 264-7599 for more information
GriefShare is sponsored by Home Hospice and First Presbyterian Church 16330

16330-home hospice-2-8-09.indd   1 2/13/09   3:35:32 PM

MENUS
Continued from Page 2C

Lunch: corn dogs, 
potato rounds, orange 
smiles, broccoli salad, 
milk

Tuesday
Breakfast: grilled 

cheese uncrustables, 
fruit cups, milk

Lunch: steak fingers, 

mashed potatoes/gravy, 
brownies, rolls, pine-
apple chunks, milk

Wednesday
Breakfast: blueberry 

loaf, fruit juice, cheddar 
cheese portion, milk

Lunch: fish nuggets, 
mac & cheese, carrots, 
pears, milk

Thursday
Breakfast: cinnamon 

toast, pineapple cups, 
milk

Lunch: ravioli, broc-
coli & cauliflower, 
strawberries, rolls, 
milk

Friday
Breakfast: ham/

cheese bar, animal 
crackers, fruit juice, 
milk

Lunch: deli sandwich, 
baked chips, carrots, 
orange-pineapple Jello, 
milk

Anniversary▼

Rev. Carroll and 
Leighrene Kohl

50th Wedding Anniversary

Big Spring Area 
Retired Teachers

At the Feb. 16 meeting 
of the Big Spring Area 
Retired Teachers Asso-
ciation, Carol Horton of 
Odessa discussed dispo-
sition of untitled prop-
erty, which is primar-
ily property owned by 
a deceased person who 
has left no indication of 
which persons are to re-
ceive the items.

Horton pointed out we 
all accumulate “stuff” 
which may or may not be 
valuable to others. She 
recommended at some 
point a person should in-
dicate to whom his/her 
untitled property should 
go. Untitled property is 
personal items without 
a legal document to indi-
cate who officially owns 
them.

To be certain items are 
given as desired by the 
deceased person, it is a 
good idea for that per-
son to have handwritten 
a list of items and what 
person should receive 
them. 

The list could be in-
cluded with one’s will, 
and might be notarized.

Another method is to 
distribute items while 
one is still living. Or 
family and friends could 
be asked to indicate de-
sired items and write 
why they wish those 
things.

It is not recommended 
these untitled items be 
designated in the will, 
because over time some 
of them could be lost, 
broken, or stolen. Their 
value might increase or 
decrease, and it is sim-
pler for the survivors 
to list the “stuff” sepa-
rately.

In other business, Lora 
Warren, health care 
chairman, reported 36 
members turned in lists 
of hours volunteered 
and miles walked in 
2008. Myrtie Lee volun-
teered 2,500 hours, and 
top walkers were Ron 
Plumlee with 1,723 miles 
and Judy Plumlee with 
1,693.

The next meeting will 
be March 16, with the 
principals of Forsan and 
Coahoma schools report-
ing on the latest school 
news. 

We meet the third Mon-
day of each month at 
Howard College’s Cac-
tus Room, at 11:30 a.m. 
Meetings are informa-
tive and brief. Anyone 
is invited to attend.

TOPS 
TOPS members an-

swered Leader Laura 
Sickles’ call to order 
with a rousing cheer. 

Then Linda Stapel 
called for the TOPS 
cheer and Laura Sickles 
led the KOPS in their 
cheer. The welcome 
song was led by Carol 
Smith and all members 
joined in.

Minutes of the previ-
ous meeting were read 
by Linda Stapel and ap-
proved by all present.

Roll call by Hughetta 
Roberts was answered 
by eight TOPS (Take 
Off Pounds Sensibly) 
and two KOPS (Keep 
Off Pounds Sensibly). 
Best weekly loser was 
Lynne Criswell with a 
loss of 3.5 pounds. The 
club loss was recorded 
with a 15.50 loss.

Business portion of the 
meeting reminded all 
those wanting to attend 
State Recognition Day 
in Wichita Falls that 
they need to give their 
registration money to 
treasurer Frank Sickles. 
There will be, however, 
a late registration fee 
payable at the meeting. 

Announcement of the 
coming TOPS garage 
sale May 20 at Dennis 
and Linda Stapel’s home 
was made. 

Members were told 
club election of officers 
will be March 2 and in-
stallation will be March 
30.

The new contest “Yes, I 
can” will begin March 2. 
All members were given 
a chart to mark food and 
water consumption for 
the new contest.

Carol Smith then gave 
a very humorous read-
ing titled “Changes.” 
This was followed by 
an interesting program 
called “Heart Healthy 
Foods,” by Pam Klaus. 
The emphasis was to 
learn about and eat 
healthy food coupled 
with the importance 
of exercise to keep 
our hearts strong and 
healthy and our weight 
under control.

The closing song was 
then and the meeting 
was adjourned at 6:20 
p.m. 

All visitors are wel-
come at the TOPS meet-
ing. 

Weigh-in begins at 5 
p.m .and the meeting 
begins at 5:30 p.m. at 
First Christian Church 
at 10th and Goliad in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

For more information 
about TOPS, call Frank 
Sickles at (432) 213-1342 
or Olnee Menges 263-
6819.

Club News▼

Diplomas were awarded to 3,182 Texas A&M Uni-
versity graduates, including three from Big Spring, 
during fall commencement ceremonies. 

Among those recognized were Kristi Lynn Hutchi-
son, who received a bachelor of science in interdis-
ciplinary studies; Robert Ray Lee, who received a 
bachelor of science degree in biochemistry; and 
Crystal Leanne Wingert, who graduated magna 
cum laude with a  bachelor of science degree in ki-
nesiology.

Joseph Bumbulis of Big Spring was one of Baylor 
University’s George W. Truett Theological Semi-
nary who received degrees during commencement 
exercises Dec. 19 in the Paul W. Powell Chapel. 
Bumbulis, who attended the University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor, received his master of divinity de-
gree.

Alyssa Rains of Big Spring, the daughter of John 
Rains, has been named recruitment assistant for 
Alpha Xi Delta’s Beta Alpha Chapter at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin. Rains is a sophomore at UT, 
majoring in management information systems and 
computer science.

Air Force Airman Jar-
rett L. Bradshaw has 
graduated from basic 
m i l i t a r y 
training at 
Lackland Air 
Force Base in 
San Antonio.

During the 
six weeks 
of training, 
B r a d s h a w 
studied the 
Air Force mission, orga-

nization, core values and 
military customs and 
courtesies; performed 
drill and ceremony 
marches; and received 
physical training, rifle 
marksmanship, field 
training exercises and 
special training in hu-
man relations.

He is the son of Darrell 
Bradshaw of Stanton 
and a 2006 graduate of 
Stanton High School.

Military▼
Who’s Who▼
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thomas

Jenkins

Deadbeat parents a problem
I

t’s no secret the economy 
has set itself on a downward 
spiral, and as jobs become 
more and more scarce, 

many families are making major 
sacrifices to weather the coming 
storm.

Unfortunately, 
for some parents, 
it’s not as simple 
as taking on a sec-
ond job or nixing 
HBO and Show-
time. Many are be-
ing forced to look 
at cutting much 
more than just tra-
ditional creature 
comforts, as things 
like medical insur-
ance, much-needed 
medications and 
child care costs begin to look 
expendable.

As dire as this situation may 
sound, it gets even worse for 
some.

Single parents — most of them 
moms, but there are a few single 
dads out there, myself included 
— are faced with an even darker 
scenario, especially when the 
other parent is a deadbeat. And, 
unfortunately, it’s not some-
thing you’re going to hear about 
on the nightly news because the 
majority of these cases simply 
fall through the cracks.

In essence, if you’re a single 
parent not receiving your court-
ordered child support, you have 
to rely on the Texas Attorney 
General’s office to encourage — 
that’s a gentle euphemism — the 
deadbeat parent to take respon-
sibility for their part in their 
children’s lives. And, like most 
government agencies, the AG’s 
office is overworked and under-
paid, trying their best to wade 
through a sea of red tape and get 
help to those that need it most.

And, for the most part, the 
system may be slow up to this 

point, but it works. Beyond this, 
however, things seem to go ter-
ribly wrong.

I can remember when I was a 
child hearing my mom and dad 
chide parents that lived solely 
on welfare and other state and 
federal programs, while they 
continued to have children at a 
breakneck pace. My mom had 
a term for it, but I doubt it’s ap-
propriate for publication.

And, because the children’s 
care was being paid for with 
taxpayer money, the Attorney 
General deemed these cases the 
highest priority, chasing down 
these deadbeat parents and 
doing whatever was necessary 
to get them to live up to their 
parental responsibilities. Great. 
These people need help, and the 
deadbeats need to pay, so it’s a 
win-win situation.

Not quite.
In the meantime, parents who 

are working and making poor 
wages are turned away from gov-
ernment programs like CHIPS 
— a type of Medicaid strictly for 
children in Texas — and other 
state and federal programs be-
cause they make between $20,000 
and $25,000 a year.

Personally, I have to wonder 
who comes up with the fiscal 
guidelines. Have any of them 
tried to raise a child and pro-
vide for them the way they are 
expected to while making under 
$30,000 a year? It’s just a hunch, 
but I seriously doubt it.

These folks find themselves 
falling between the cracks in 
the system, making too much to 
qualify for state assistance and 
too little to take care of their 
children and keep the lights on. 
And, to make matters worse, 
they get little or no assistance 
from their deadbeat ex-partners, 
many of whom spend their days 
sitting on their butts, chomping 
on Cheetos and glued to a Play-

station.
They work and get paid “under 

the table” to avoid paying their 
child support, or they simply 
don’t work at all, becoming not 
only a deadbeat parent, but a 
deadbeat citizen. And those of us 
who continue to fall between the 
cracks in the system can only 
sit back and watch helplessly, 
struggling to make a better life 
for our children.

And, worst of all, the children 
are the ones who pay the heavi-
est price. Forced to do without 
as their parents skimp to try to 
pay the bills, their chances for a 
higher education — and to climb 
out of this vicious cycle — begin 
to slip away. Out-of-reach health 
care and medications take a 
toll on their health that will 
follow them for years, and the 
knowledge one of their parents 
was a deadbeat will tear at them 
as they someday begin to raise 
their own family.

It’s time we, as a state and a na-
tion, stand up and say enough is 
enough. If you’re going to father 
— or mother, for that matter — 
a child, then you had better be 
willing to keep a job and do your 
part to help raise that child, not 
because it’s the law, but because 
it’s your moral duty.

Are stricter, less forgiving 
laws the answer? Should we not 
allow someone to receive state 
or federal aid if they aren’t liv-
ing up to their parental duties? 
Maybe. Maybe not. 

However, if something isn’t 
done to address the system’s 
failure to help parents who are 
working and struggling to get 
by, the problem will only get 
worse, and it’s our future that 
will suffer.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

to the editor:
We would like to take the time 

to thank the many volunteers 
who helped with the grass fire 
next to our house Monday morn-
ing around 4 on Lintner Road.

Thanks to Bingo with TXU, 
who knocked on our door to let 
us know of the fire and helped 
spray the butane tank with the 
water hose while we were getting 
dressed.

Thanks to John Spence with 
the Howard County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, who celled to let us know of 
the fire.

And special thanks to Tommy 
Sullivan and his volunteer fire-
fighters. I don’t know who all 
those firefighters were on those 
trucks, but thank you for all that 
you did and everything you do, 
no matter what time of the day 
or night it is. You’re very special 
people that should be recognized 
more.

terry And Cindy sAnders

Big spring

to the editor:
 I would like to thank whom-

ever found a billfold lost in July 
of last year.  I received it in the 
mail today.

There was no information, as 
the Post Office replaced the en-

velope since it was damaged in 
delivery.

It is so nice to know there are 
good samaritans.

morris BinghAm

BuChAnAn dAm

to the editor:
Same song, next verse. The re-

cent article of why gas prices are 
high even though the price of oil 
is down didn’t seem to hold water 
(pardon the pun) to me. 

For years our refinery has been 
touted as the world’s largest in-
land refinery.  I seriously doubt 
we are refining oil from the Mid-
dle East instead of West Texas.

National wholesale gas prices 
today are an average of $1.02 in 
the U.S. If that price holds true 
in Big Spring, it means the job-
ber and the dealer are making 
between 75 and 82 cents a gallon 
profit.

Gouging? You decide. Keep Big 
Spring green, buy gasoline.

Clem Jones

Big spring

to the editor:
I resent it when a member of 

the city council says it’s the fault 
of citizens in our community for 
the auditorium being closed. The 

only citizens at fault are some of 
those currently seated, and those 
in the last 20 years, that have 
been seated on our city council.

The federal law pertaining to 
the ADA, Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, has been in effect 
for 20 years and, for whatever 
reason, our city officials have 
elected to ignore it.

These citizens on which the 
council have placed the blame 
have only tried to see that the 
laws are upheld so all citizens of 
Big Spring can enjoy our town. 

City council members, you 
have no further to look than in 
the mirror to see the persons re-
sponsible for closing the audito-
rium. Stop passing the blame and 
whining about it and just do your 
job.

ritA m. Brown

Big spring

to the editor:
I can hardly believe my eyes 

and ears — $800 a year for mar-
ried couples which may amount 
to $13 a week for the remainder 
of this year and then $7.70 a week 
for 2010.

I am dreaming of ways to spend 
my money but the possibilities

See LETTERS, Page 5A

B
ig Spring Mayor Russ McEwen de-
livered an important message Tues-
day during his State of the City 
Address at the annual community 

luncheon — that although we face “interest-
ing times,” we simply cannot afford not to 
move forward.

As McEwen put it Tuesday, “There can be 
two responses to these times. Pull in your 
horns, hunker down and prepare for the 
worst. Or we can use this as the opportunity 
of a lifetime. We, as a community, have the 
opportunity to do the latter, thus changing 
the future of Big Spring and Howard Coun-
ty.”

That’s a message we here at the Herald have 
to agree with.

While we will be happy to tell anyone Big 
Spring, and by extension Howard County 
and West Texas, is absolutely the best place 
anyone could live on this planet, there’s no 
question we can make it better.

The mayor was also correct, we believe, 
when he said we need to “learn to spend our 
dollars here,” that we need to “change the 
face of education in Howard County and that 
we must “make certain that all entities in 
Howard County are working together to be 
certain we’re spending your money wisely.”

Certainly, challenges await us as a commu-
nity.

But we agree with McEwen that we can 
weather the storm and emerge stronger, as 
long as we as a community are brave enough 
to be bold, do things differently and look for-
ward to the future with a sense of optimism 
and hope.

Sure, at times it’s going to be difficult. But 
if this truly is the best place anyone could 
live on Earth, we should be capable of meet-
ing whatever challenges lie before us.

We simply must
learn to begin
making changes

letter policies

how to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

a small praYer

Sometimes life can feel like you’re crawling 
through ground glass. When we feel that way 
may we come to You, Lord, and give you all 
our problems.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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BOB BROCK 

Ford Lincoln Mercury Nissan

 
500 W. 4th  Big Spring, Texas  1-800-288-2082 / 432-267-7424

www.bobbrockford.com

★ ★ ★  FORD TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★
2008 Ford F350 Crewcab King Ranch Powerstroke 4X4 Diesel - 
White/Gold, Only 2,200 Miles. Like New!!! We Sold It New.
Was $52,995                                                                           NOW $46,995
2008 Ford F350 Crew Cab FX4 4X4 Powerstroke Diesel - Silver w/
Leather, Fully Loaded, Local One Owner, w/54,000 Miles.
Was $34,995                                                                           NOW $31,995
2007 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Black w/Cloth, Ford Certified, 
Program Unit w/28,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $20,995
2007 Ford Ranger Supercab XLT - V-6, Automatic, Local One 
Owner w/38,000 Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $13,995
2006 Ford F250 Crew Cab Lariat Powerstroke Diesel - Black w/
Leather, Local One Owner, We Sold It New.
Was $28,995                                                                           NOW $23,995
2006 Ford F250 Crew Cab FX4 4X4 Powerstroke Diesel - White w/
Leather, One Owner, Clean Truck.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $17,995
2006 Ford F150 Supercrew Lariat 4X4 - Stone w/Leather, Fully 
Loaded, Local One Owner. We Sold It New.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $17,995
2006 Ford F150 Supercrew Lariat - White/Leather, Local One 
Owner w/53,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $21,995
2006 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Maroon w/Cloth, All Power, Local 
One Owner w/29,000 Miles.
Was $22,995                                                                           NOW $20,995
2005 Ford F250 Crew Cab King Ranch FX4 4X4 Powerstroke 
Diesel - Dark Copper/Tan w/Leather, Local One Owner.
Was $30,995                                                                           NOW $27,995
2005 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Grey, All Power.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $12,995
2005 Ford F150 Supercab STX 4X4 - Bright Red, Local One Owner, 
w/36,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2005 Ford Ranger XLT Supercab - Silver, Automatic, 6 Cylinder, 
Local One Owner w/39,000 Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $11,995
2004 F250 Crew Cab XLT Powerstroke Diesel - Blue/Silver, Local 
One Owner.
Was $22,995                                                                           NOW $18,995
2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - Tan w/Cloth, V-8, One Owner 
w/68,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - Gray w/Cloth, V-8, All Power, Local 
One Owner w/65,000 Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $13,995
2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - Maroon, All Power, One Owner.
Was $12,995                                                                           NOW $10,995
2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - White w/Cloth, V-8, Local One 
Owner, w/78,000 Miles.
Was $13,995                                                                           NOW $10,995
2004 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Arizona Beige w/Cloth, All Power, 
One Owner w/54,000 Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $13,995
2004 Ford Ranger S/C XLT - White w/Cloth, Local One Owner, 
w/62,000 Miles.
Was $13,995                                                                           NOW $11,995
2003 Ford F250 Crew Cab XL - White, 5.4 V-8.
Was $12,995                                                                           NOW $9,995

17919

★ ★ ★  FORD TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★ 
2002 Ford F250 Crew Cab XLT 4X4 7.3 Powerstroke Diesel - Local 
One Owner w/90,000 Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $13,995
2001 Ford F250 Crew Cab XLT 7.3 Powerstroke Diesel - White w/
cloth, New Transmission, 132K Miles, Local One Owner.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $12,995

★ ★ ★  CHEVROLET & GMC TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★
2007 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 L.S. Crew Cab - V8, Red w/Cloth, All 
Power, Local One Owner w/73K Miles.
Was $16,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2007 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 L.S. Crew Cab - Blue w/Cloth, V-8, 
All Power, One Owner w/28,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $22,995
2007 Chevrolet Colorado L.S. Crew Cab - White, V-6, All Power, 
Local One Owner w/37,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2006 GMC Canyon Crew Cab 4X4 SLE - Red, V-6, All Power, One 
Owner w/27,415 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                           NOW $16,995
2005 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 H.D./L.S. 4X4 - White, Local One 
Owner w/36,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $19,995
2004 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 L.S. Reg. Cab - Pewter, V-6, 
Automatic, A/C, 58K Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $11,995
1999 GMC Sierra 1500 Ext. Cab LS - Dark Red, V-6, Local One Owner 
w/80 Miles.
Was $10,995                                                                             NOW $8,995
1992 Chevrolet S10 Reg. Cab - Teal, Nice Truck, 90K Miles.
Was $6,995                                                                              NOW $5,995

Everything Must Go
Big Spring Only Certified Pre-Owned Dealer

SAVE THOUSANDS

★ ★ ★  DODGE TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★
2005 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab SLT - V-8, White, All Power, Local 
One Owner w/49K Miles. 
Was $16,995                                                                            NOW $14,995

★ ★ ★  CaRS  ★ ★ ★
2008 Ford Mustang V6 - Torch Red, w/Tan Cloth, Ford Program Unit, 
Like New, Only 8,400 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2008 Ford Focus SE - Blue, w/Gray Cloth, Ford Program Unit, Like 
New, Only 17,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $14,995
2008 Ford Focus SE - White, w/Gray Cloth, Ford Program Unit, Like 
New, Only 12,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2008 Ford Focus SE - Silver, w/Gray Cloth, Ford Program Unit, Like 
New, Only 19,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995
2008 Ford Taurus SEL - Tan w/Tan Leather, Ford Program Unit, 
Likle New, Only 21,000 Miles.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $17,995
2007 Lexus ES 350 - Blue w/Tan Leather, One Owner, Very Nice Car, 
Loaded, Only 27,000 Miles.
Was $32,995                                                                           NOW $28,995
2007 Ford Fusion SEL - Silver, w/Gray Leather, Ford Program Unit, 
Like New, Only 24,000 Miles.
Was $16,995                                                                           NOW $14,795
2006 Saturn ION3 - Silver w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, Great Gas 
Saver, Make Great First Car, Low Miles.
Was $12,995                                                                            NOW 11,995
2006 Lincoln Towncar Signature - Stone Gray w/Gray Leather, One 
Owner, Loaded, Nice Car, Only 35,000 Miles.
Was $23,995                                                                            NOW $20,995

★ ★ ★  CaRS  ★ ★ ★

2005 Nissan altima 2.5S - White, w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, Like 
New, Low Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $12,995
2004 Chev. Malibu LS - Silver, w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, Like New, 
Very Nice, Must See, Only 55,000 Miles.
Was $9,995                                                                              NOW $8,995
2000 Mercury Grand Marquis LS - Gold, w/Tan Leather, Well kept, 
Nice One Owner, Low Miles.
Was $7,995                                                                               NOW $6,995

★ ★ ★  SUV'S  ★ ★ ★
2008 Ford Escape XLT - Vista Blue, w/Gray Cloth, Ford Program 
Unit, Only 18,000 Miles.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $16,995
2006 Ford Freestyle SEL - White, w/Tan Leather, Loaded, New Car 
Trade In, Nice Crossover.
Was $14,995                                                                            NOW 13,995
2006 Nissan Pathfinder LE - Black, w/Tan Leather, All Power, One 
Owner, Like New, Only 27,000 Miles.
Was $25,995                                                                            NOW $24,995
2006 Nissan Xterra SE - White w/Gray Cloth, All Power, One Owner, 
Only 19,000 Miles.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $17,995
2006 Kia Sorrenta EX - Gray, w/Gray Leather, One Owner, Like 
New, Good Looking SUV.
Was $11,995                                                                           NOW $10,995
2005 Jeep Wrangler Sport - White w/Gray Cloth, Automatic, One 
Owner, Only 33,000 Miles.
Was $16,995                                                                            NOW $15,995
2005 Chevrolet Tahoe 4X2 LS - White, w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, 
Like New, Loaded, Only 53,000 Miles.
Was $19,995                                                                            NOW $15,995
2005 Ford Escape XLT - Silver, w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, Great On 
Gas, Like New, Only 63,000 Miles.
Was $12,995                                                                            NOW $10,995
2005 GMC Yukon 4X2 SLT - White w/GTan Leather, Loaded, All 
Power, One Owner.
Was $19,995                                                                            NOW $16,995
2005 Ford Explorer Sport Trac XLT - Red, w/Gray Cloth, All Power, 
One Owner, Like New, Low Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                            NOW $16,995
2004 Nissan Xterra XE - Red, w/Gray Cloth, All Power, Nice First 
Car, One Owner, Only  67,000 Miles.
Was $13,995                                                                            NOW $11,995
2004 Honda CRV LX 4X4 - White w/Tan Leather, Loaded, All Power, 
One Owner.
Was $13,995                                                                            NOW $10,995
2004 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 4X2 - Gray, w/Gray Cloth, All Power, One 
Owner, Only 60,000 Miles.
Was $20,995                                                                            NOW $17,995
2004 Nissan Xterra SE - Silver, w/Gray Cloth, All Power, One Owner, 
Nice SUV, Only 52,000 Miles.
Was $16,995                                                                            NOW $13,995
2004 Buick Ranier V8 CXL - Silver, w/Gray Leather, Loaded, DVD 
Player, Moonroof, 51,000 Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                            NOW $14,995
2003 Lincoln Navigator 4X2 - Silver, w/Gray Leather, Loaded, One 
Owner, Like New, 78,000 MILES.
Was $22,995                                                                            NOW $19,995
2003 Nissan Xterra SE - Blue, w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, Like New.
Was $14,995                                                                            NOW $11,995

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
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ROSENFELS
Continued from Page 3B

fourth-round pick, and the Vikings 
released Frerotte soon after the deal 
was announced.

“Over eight years I’ve really worked 
my tail off to get to this point, to get 
this opportunity,” Rosenfels said. 
“I’m hoping to make the most of it.”

Rosenfels went 2-3 in five starts for 
the injured Schaub last season. He 
threw for 1,431 yards with six touch-
downs, 10 interceptions and a 66.7 
completion percentage.

Bringing in someone to compete 
with Jackson for the starting job was 
one of Minnesota’s biggest offseason 
priorities after losing to Philadelphia 
in the playoffs.

Jackson was benched after two loss-
es to open last season and Frerotte 
went 8-3 in his place.

When Frerotte went down with a 
back injury, Jackson flourished to 
finish the regular season. He rallied 

the Vikings to a victory over the 
Lions after Frerotte got injured and 
won NFC Offensive Player of the 
Week honors the following week after 
throwing four touchdown passes in a 
road victory over Arizona.

In the first round of the playoffs, 
however, Jackson took a big step 
back against the frenetic blitzes of 
the Philly defense. He went 15-for-34 
for 164 yards and had an interception 
returned for a touchdown in a 26-14 
loss to the Eagles that ended 
Minnesota’s season.

“You’re always trying to get your-
self better,” Childress said. “So I felt 
this would make us a little bit better, 
in terms of competition.”

Rosenfels was up and down last sea-
son as well.

He completed 21 of 29 passes for 224 
yards and two touchdowns in relief of 
Schaub against the Vikings in 
November, but he also threw an inter-
ception in the end zone in the 28-21 
loss.

In October, Rosenfels came in for 
Schaub again and had the Texans up 

by 17 points in the fourth quarter, but 
fumbled twice down the stretch as the 
Colts rallied to win 31-27.

“I probably forced the ball a few too 
many times,” Rosenfels said of last 
season as a whole. “I didn’t have a 
top-five or whatever our defense was, 
the Vikings defense, was last year 
and I think Matt and I both probably 
got too aggressive last year.”

But the market for quarterbacks is 
especially thin this offseason, with 
other options including Jeff Garcia, 
Dan Orlovsky, Rex Grossman and 
Ryan Fitzpatrick.

Playing under Gary Kubiak in 
Houston, Rosenfels ran a West Coast 
offense similar to the one that Brad 
Childress employs in Minnesota.

One of the biggest differences? The 
Texans had Steve Slaton, but he’s no 
Adrian Peterson.

“The Minnesota Vikings are a very, 
very good football team,” Rosenfels 
said. “Having number 28 behind 
there, that’s a quarterback’s dream.”

He did throw four more intercep-
tions than touchdowns, but he had a 

good completion percentage, which is 
important in this scheme.

Jackson has struggled in that area, 
having yet to complete better than 
59.1 percent of his passes in his three 
seasons in the league.

“I think that’s the thing that sepa-
rates people apart, knowing your 
guys and putting the ball in catchable 
spots for those guys,” Childress said.

Last year Jackson started five 
games and played in nine total, throw-
ing for 1,056 yards with nine touch-
downs and just two interceptions.

The 37-year-old Frerotte threw for 
2,157 yards with 12 touchdowns and 
15 interceptions last season.

With the quarterback position 
addressed, the Vikings now turn their 
attention to other areas of need, 
including right tackle and defensive 
back. They are also trying to re-sign 
free agent center Matt Birk, tight end 
Jim Kleinsasser and linebacker Heath 
Farwell.

“We’d love to have them back, if we 
could,” vice president of player per-
sonnel Rick Spielman said.

SURPRISE, Ariz. (AP) — Chicago 
Cubs lefty Ted Lilly tuned up neatly 
for the World Baseball Classic.

In his only spring training start for 
the Cubs before joining Team USA, 
Lilly pitched two efficient innings 
Friday in a 10-4 win over the Texas 
Rangers.

Lilly allowed two hits and struck 
out two.

“I wasn’t really hitting my spots 
real well, but the ball was coming out 
of my hand well,” he said.

Cubs manager Lou Piniella said 
Lilly would have pitched a third 
inning if not for Chicago scoring 
seven runs in the top of the second.

“If he hadn’t sat out for so long we 
would have let him go to get him 
ready for the Classic,” Piniella said. 
“He looked good.”

Lilly, who was 17-9 with a 4.09 ERA 
for Chicago last season, will leave 
Cubs camp in nearby Mesa on Sunday 
to join the rest of Team USA in 
Florida.

“That’s going to be weird,” Lilly 
said. “There’s part of me that’s excit-
ed but part of me feels like I’m going 
to sneak out. I feel like I’m leaving 
the guys behind.”

Lilly said he’ll pitch an exhibition 
for Team USA against the Toronto 
Blue Jays before changing his focus 
for the WBC.

“The difference is in spring train-
ing I’m playing to prepare myself for 
the season,” Lilly said. “With the 
WBC, you’re going out there to do 
what you can to win. I want to win 
but I’m not going to be stupid. It’s an 
absolute privilege to have the oppor-
tunity to pitch for my country, but 
my responsibility first and foremost 
is to the Chicago Cubs.”

Mike Fontenot homered, tripled 
and drove in four runs for Chicago. 
Micah Hoffpauir and Sam Fuld also 
homered for the Cubs, who have won 
their first three spring games for the 
first time in four years.

Rangers starter Scott Feldman 

struggled through what had been 
scheduled as a two-inning stint. He 
lasted only 1 2-3 innings after allow-
ing seven runs on nine hits and a 
walk.

“The good thing is that it happened 
now and not during the season,” 
Feldman said. “I’m looking forward 
to getting the ball again and working 
on some stuff in the bullpen and on 
the side before I go back out there. I 
was behind everybody, and you can’t 
pitch like that.”

Notes: Andruw Jones made his first 
start for the Rangers in center field 
and went 1-for-4. Jones struck out 
three times before getting a gift single 
on a slow roller. Signed to a minor 
league contract just before spring 
training, he is 1-for-7 with six strike-
outs. ... Rangers DH Josh Hamilton, 
who homered in his first two games, 
went 1-for-2 with an RBI. Hamilton 
will not make Saturday’s trip to 
Tucson.

Nationals 2,
Astros 0

VIERA, Fla. (AP) — Shawn Hill 
pitched a scoreless inning in his first 
appearance in nearly eight months, 
and the Washington Nationals beat 
the Houston Astros 2-0 on Friday.

“It was a little weird going out and 
throwing just one inning,” Hill said. 
“They’re doing it for the right rea-
sons. I appreciate that. I definitely 
think I could have thrown two, but 
there’s no reason.”

Hill’s season was cut short on June 
25, when he went on the disabled list 
with an injured elbow. He had 
arthroscopic surgery to remove bone 
spurs from his right elbow in 
September.

He threw just 12 pitches, six for 
strikes, walking one as Washington’s 
starter Friday.

Jesus Flores and Cristian Guzman 
each had RBI doubles off Astros start-
er Wandy Rodriguez.

Cubs’ Lilly efficiently takes care of Rangers
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Bhupen Agrawal is branch 
manager and a senior vice 
president of investments of 
A.G. Edward’s Midland office. 
He is also a member of the 
Permian Basin Petroleum 
Association.

Bill Franks, AAMS, is a senior 
assistant to the branch 
manager. He is also a member 
of the Permian Basin 
Petroleum Association.

With a few rallies along the way, the stock market 
has spent the last seven weeks on the downside, 
the DJIA made a new low, just below the climactic 
low and apparent bottom on Nov. 20.  The S&P, so 
far, has managed to stay above its 741 low.

Our opinion has been that Nov. 20 represented 
the low for the bear market and that the stock 
market had entered the bottoming process. Also, 
we have stated that the economy would likely 
hit a trough about mid-year and that economic 
activity would perk up modestly by year end. Fed 
Chairman Bernanke said about the same thing 
last Wednesday concerning the economy.

Our market opinion since Nov. 20 is currently 
being tested. If the stock market keeps acting 
poorly, we will have to continue the bottoming 
process from lower levels than we had believed.

The problems facing today’s stock market are 
extreme but not unique; near term fear and lack 
of confidence. This is always the mood at bottoms. 
However, in today’s world, investors are dealing 
with a new set of problems most of us have never 
experienced and the unknown is keeping fear 
levels higher than we have ever experienced.

The ducks are lined up; stocks have been 
hammered to very attractive valuations, there 
is record cash on the sidelines, interest rates on 
bonds are not providing important competition for 
stocks, the problems are well known to everybody 
who is still breathing. All this fear and no interest 
in owning stock should eventually change because 
it always has. The “always” is based on the 234 
year history of America.  

The timing of our bottoming opinion may prove 
to have been too optimistic, but our concept 
that buying for the long term will prove again, 
we believe, to be correct. At this point, the best 
development would be a resolution of the toxic 
bank asset situation and supposedly the Secretary 
of the Treasury is working on it. President Obama 
ran his campaign based on hope for the future of 
America, we are ready.

Regarding crude this week, the near month shot 
up the most in 2009 after U.S. inventories fell for 
the first time in eight weeks, defying forecasts 
for another big build. April crude, now the most 
actively traded, rose 6 percent. However, oil 
contracts have consistently risen just ahead of 
expiry so these movements by no means indicate 
a trend. Meanwhile, natural gas fell below $4 per 
million BTU’s for the time in more than six years 
and gold rose to more than $1,000 an ounce for the 
first time in almost a year. Very emotional highs 
and lows.

In the end, commodities like stocks seem to be 
trading on emotions. Emotions are very difficult to 
gauge but we do know that out of great bearishness 
often comes great opportunity. For now, patience 
is very difficult but it is the key word for us all. 

Past performance is no guarantee of future 
results. Portions of this article were produced on 
Feb. 20, 2009, by Al Goldman, Wachovia Securities 
Chief Market Strategist. Wachovia Securities did 
not assist in the preparation of this article, and 
its accuracy and completeness are not guaranteed. 
The opinions expressed in the report are those of the 
authors and are not necessarily those of Wachovia 
Securities or its affiliates. The material has been 
prepared or is distributed solely for informational 
purposes and is not a solicitation or an offer to 
buy any security or instrumental to participate in 
any trading strategy. Additional information is 
available upon request (432) 684-7335. Wachovia 
Securities, LLC., member SIPC is a registered 
broker dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of 
Wells Fargo & Company.
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Abusaab Companies donates $3,000 to Howard College to fund the Sonic/KBST scholarship. The 
scholarship is awarded to Howard County graduating high school seniors wanting to attend Howard 
College.  Interested students should apply through the financial aid department at Howard College by 
contacting Liz Adamson at 264-5084 or visiting www.howardcollege.edu  Pictured from left to right 
are Dr. Cheryl T. Sparks, president of Howard College; Mike Abusaab; Melinda Flenniken of KBST 
Radio; and Sheila Abusaab.

State National Bank will is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary Monday with a ribbon cutting at 10:30 
a.m., followed by an open house. The public is in-
vited.

Chartered in January 1909,  State National Bank 
opened for business March 1 of 
that year at 204 Main St. The orig-
inal bank was organized as the 
First State Bank of Big Spring and 
in 1924, converted to a national 
bank charter, with the bank being 
renamed The State National Bank 
of Big Spring.

In March 1909, the bank officers were C.D. Read, 
president; A. Biney Jones, vice president; and T.S. 
Currie, cashier, who also managed the bank. Direc-
tors were E.D. Bell, T.S. Currie, William B. Currie, 

William Fisher, A. Biney Jones, C.D. Read and A.C. 
Walker.

William B. Currie later became president before 
relinquishing the reins to T.S. Currie. Robert W. 
Currie, the son of T.S. Currie, succeeded his father 
as president from 1951 until 1974. His son, John Cur-
rie, served as president from 1974 until 1988. Jim R. 
Purcell took over the presidency at that time and 
remains president and CEO today.

The bank was located at 204 Main from 1909 until 
1934, when it moved to 124 Main St. and operated 
there until May of 1979. The bank then moved to its 
present location at 901 Main, where it continues to 
be well-capitalized and remains a strong presence 
in the community.

State National Bank is a full-service bank with 
branches in O’Donnell and Lamesa.

FSA producer meetings
Wednesday, March 4, 9 a.m., Knott 

Co-op Gin
Thursday, March 5, 9 a.m., Big Spring 

Co-op Gin
Thursday, March 5, 10:30 a.m., Big 

Spring Gin Co.

The purpose of the meetings will be 
to discuss various elements of the 2009 
Farm Program, particularly the provi-
sion of payment limitation applicability.

Wal-Mart recently 
presented a $1,000 
donation to the Howard 
County Council on 
Aging to help with 
Meals on Wheels. 
Pictured from left to 
right are Val Macias, 
Wal-Mart co-manager; 
Evelyn Elrod, 
representing the 
Howard County Council 
on Aging; and Tim 
Walsh, Wal-Mart 
manager.

Courtesy photo

SNB to celebrate
100-year anniversary

By ALAN SAYRE
AP Business Writer

Poultry processor Pilgrim’s 
Pride Corp. announced Friday 
that it will at least temporarily 
close its plant at Farmerville in 
northeastern Louisiana, putting 
1,200 workers out of jobs in a re-
gion that has been hit hard by 
major business closings in recent 
years.

The company also is idling 
plants in El Dorado, Ark., and 

Douglas, Ga., bringing the num-
ber of workers losing their jobs 
to 3,000, or about 7 percent of the 
Pittsburg, Texas-based compa-
ny’s work force.

“The idling of these three plants 
is a painful reflection of the un-
precedented challenges facing 
our company from an excess sup-
ply of chicken and weakening 
consumer demand resulting from 
a crippled economy,” said chief 
executive officer Don Jackson.

Ricky Albritton, board member 
of the Union Parish Chamber of 
Commerce, said one of the most 
immediate effects would be the 
cutoff of income to about 265 lo-
cal chicken farms that supply 
the plant. Those farms depend on 
loans to operate.

“In 10 weeks, they will have no 
income and that will hit the lo-
cal banks,” Albritton said. “It’s 

See PRIDE, Page 5C

Farmerville plant among 
Pilgrim’s Pride closings 



LUBBOCK (AP) — 
Central Texas cattle 
raiser Gerry Shudde 
remembers Texas’ 
drought of record in the 
1950s when his family’s 
ranch sometimes got a 
couple of 4-inch rain-
falls a year.

But the drought ongo-
ing now is far different.

“This is just cut off 
completely,” the 74-year-
old rancher said. “In a 
lot of ways, it’s worse.”

Across the nation’s 
No. 2 agricultural state, 
drought conditions are 
evaporating stock tanks, 
keeping many crop 
farmers from planting 
into long-parched soil, 
forcing cattle producers 
to cull their herds, and 
dropping water levels in 
state lakes.

Despite hurricanes 
Dolly, Gustav and Ike 

soaking Texas in 2008, 
almost every part of the 
state — nearly 97 per-
cent — is experiencing 
some drought, accord-
ing to the most recent 
U.S. Drought Monitor 
map, released Feb. 26.

Parts of Central Texas 
and the Hill Country — 
more that 8 percent of 
the state — are not only 
in exceptional drought 
— the most severe 
stage of dryness — but 
they are now the driest 
region in the country 
and the driest they have 
been since 1918. It is the 
only place in the U.S. 
experiencing exception-
al drought.

San Antonio, two coun-
ties east of Shudde’s 
ranch, has gotten only 
16.67 inches of rain since 
September 2007, its dri-
est 17 months ever and 

about 28 inches below 
normal.

November, December 
and January were the 
driest statewide since 
1971 for that three-
month span, the fourth-
driest on record. Texas 
averaged .32 inches of 
rain in January, the 
fourth driest in history, 
and about one-fifth the 
normal monthly total.

Statewide numbers 
for February have not 
yet been compiled.

“February’s gotten 
nothing but worse,” 
said Victor Murphy, 
a meteorologist with 
the National Weather 
Service in Fort Worth. 
“It’s going to be the same 
gloomy numbers.”

Some local numbers 
were available, though, 
and they show that none 
of the state’s 25 largest 

cities got even half the 
normal rainfall between 
Dec. 1 and Feb. 25.

“That’s another exam-
ple of how bad things 
are,” Murphy said. 
“Things just continue 
to get worse.”

There is, however, 
a glimmer of hope. 
Forecasters say it 

appears the La Nina 
weather pattern that’s 
kept Texas dry may be 
breaking up over the 
central Pacific Ocean.

“It looks like it’s start-
ing to weaken,” Murphy 
said. “With that being 
the case, May and 
June, our normal rainy 
months, we might have 

something positive to 
look forward to.”

The cost to agriculture 
could be enormous.

“It’s too prelimi-
nary” to estimate what 
the losses could be 
this year, said Travis 
Miller, drought special-
ist with Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service.
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 overwhelm me.
Millions to automakers and mort-

gage companies, but the average fam-
ily will get $13 a week or $6.50 each in 
their paychecks.

I am overwhelmed, Mr Obama.
The Austin American-Statesman 

editorial stated they were worried 
people would save the money they are 
getting and not spend it, therefore not 
stimulating the economy.

Good for them, that is probably 
what we will do so at the end of the 
year we will have the full amount 
that we can  do something useful 
with.

On second thought, maybe we will 
just throw caution to the wind and 
spend that $13. You’ve got to love it!

 
Carolyn Burkhart

Big Spring

to the editor:
I wonder how it is that the city can 

spend $2 million on the municipal golf 
course, but has to ask for donations to 
rebuild the kids’ playground.

And, by the way, I play golf at the 
municipal course.

W.h. Smith

Big Spring

to the editor:
Thank you from “The Heart!”
A very special thank you to the com-

munity of Big Spring for your support 
of recent events for the American 
Heart Association! 

The “Go Red For Women” Luncheon 
at the Dora Roberts Community Cen-
ter on Feb. 19, sponsored in conjunc-
tion with Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center’s “Healthy Woman” program, 
included 200 people in attendance. Dr. 
Sue Roberts and Dr. Cynthia Rutledge 
provided very informative details on 
“a light-hearted approach to a very se-
rious topic” focusing on heart disease 
in women. Cardiovascular disease 
kills approximately 450,000 women 
each year or about one woman ev-
ery minute, and the Go Red event re-
minds us all of the need to take care of 
the one heart that we’ve been given. 

The “Don’t Gamble with Your 
Health” Gala on Saturday at the Big 
Spring Country Club featured Dr. 

Clark McDaniel, a local physician and 
heart attack survivor, as the guest 
speaker. He reminded us of the need 
to “know our genes” and other risk 
factors, as well as encouraging us to 
make healthier choices in our daily 
lives, in order to reduce our chanc-
es for heart attack and stroke. The 
event, sponsored by Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center, also included drinks 
and hors d’oeuvre, live music by “The 
Shades” from Midland, and silent and 
live auctions with over 50 items.

We sincerely appreciate those in at-
tendance and all of the local business-
es who donated items for the auction.  
Special thanks to several local busi-
nesses for co-sponsoring the event

The support from these individuals 
and businesses, local media, as well 
as from volunteers in the community, 
help the efforts of the American Heart 
Association to build healthier lives in 
West Texas, provide patient educa-
tion materials and resources and fur-
ther the research in the fight against 
heart disease and stroke.  Thank you 
from “the heart!”

pam hugheS

Corporate market direCtor

midland-odeSSa-Big Spring

ameriCan heart aSSoCiation

to the editor:
I live in Midland and I am one of mil-

lions of people who have joined the 
movement to end multiple sclerosis. 
I am writing you to ask for your help 
in changing the lives of more than 900 
people in our chapter of the National 
MS Society who are currently living 
with MS.

Every hour someone is diagnosed 
with MS, a chronic disease of the cen-
tral nervous system for which there 
is no cure. Multiple sclerosis inter-
rupts the flow of information between 
the brain and the body and interrupts 
or stops certain body functions. Some 
individuals loose the ability to walk, 
speech is affected in others and oth-
ers loose eyesight. Everyone is affect-
ed differently. All need your help.

MS Awareness Week takes place 
March 2-8. I encourage people to join 
the movement to end MS and help 
people with MS move their lives for-
ward. It’s easy to get involved. It only 
takes a few minutes to make a differ-
ence in the lives of the millions of 
people worldwide who live with this 
disease.

I currently serve on the Advisory 

Board for the West Texas Division of 
the MS Society and help with the MS 
Bike Ride, which comes through Big 
Spring in July.

Some simple things you can do:
• Visit nationalMSsociety.org to 

learn more about MS.
• Tell 10 people that MS Awareness 

Week is March 2-8 and ask them to 
tell 10 people they know.

• Sponsor a walker or cyclist in a 
Walk MS or Bike MS event, or partici-
pate yourself!

I look forward to working with you 
to help end this disease which affects 
so many in our area.

david ham

midland

to the editor:
Two big automakers have been full 

of promises this week, hoping Ameri-
can taxpayers will nurse them back to 
health by lending them huge amounts 
of cash. GM and Chrysler vowed to 
make cuts in the size of their work-
forces, the number of brands, and 
the number of their factories if only 
Washington would give them trans-
fusions of money to keep going. They 
even got concessions from the United 
Auto Workers to save on the cost of 
health care for retirees.

Absent from the conversation is talk 
about what they will do in the positive 
sense, and that absence is alarming. 
The companies seem to think that af-
ter this bump in the road, they can re-
turn to business as usual. These same 
automakers faced criticism a short 
time ago for arriving in company jets 
to plead for government loans. The 
entire conversation is about what au-
tomakers need, giving little or no at-
tention to what Americans need.

Americans need cars and Ameri-
cans need jobs. The automakers can 
supply both, if they want to do more 
than streamline operations. Ameri-
cans have never needed Hummers 
on the streets. They do not need them 
now, and if the brand becomes histo-
ry, few will miss it. Americans need 
cars that allow them to move around 
without enriching oil-producing 
countries that use the profits to terror-
ize them. No one mentioned retooling 
to produce the kinds of cars Ameri-
cans need, low-emission models that 
use little or no gasoline. No one men-
tioned research and development.

American automakers arrived at 
their current state by ignoring what 

Americans need and focusing instead 
on what was easy.

Successful entrepreneurs start a 
business by finding a need and fill-
ing it. This recipe has yielded success 
and profits forever. American Auto-
makers, on the other hand, seem to 
have it backward. They build what 
they want to build, and try to create 
a need for it through marketing. It 
comes as no surprise that this way 
of doing business originated in the 
auto industry with Henry Ford, who 
went from painting the Model T in 
whatever color the customer wanted 
to selling cars that were painted “any 
color you want, so long as it is black” 
because black paint dried faster and 
helped his profit margin. Ford also in-
vented planned obsolescence and the 
status model for cars.

A good business produces profits, 
stock dividends, and executive bonus-
es as byproducts of serving custom-
ers, not in spite of doing so. GM and 
Chrysler have failed to serve their 
customers and found that their cus-
tomers have deserted them for com-
panies that provide what they need. If 
American automakers are unwilling 
to cater to American needs, the time 
has come for them to step aside, and 
allow companies to take over that 
will.

The Toyota Prius is the premiere 
hybrid vehicle in this country. After 
eight years of growing popularity, 
it faces negligible competition from 
American models. American-made 
hybrids are caricatures of the class. 
Of the few currently available models, 
every American hybrid costs thou-
sands more than the Prius. Even the 
best gets 40 percent fewer miles from 
a gallon of gas.  At times, Americans 
have been willing to wait months to 
buy a Prius. Why should Americans 
have to import the cars they want, 
when GM and Chrysler have factories 
here?

Americans are not interested 
in helping executives at GM and 
Chrysler line their golden parachutes 
before they let the industry die. If pro-
ducing affordable, non-polluting and 
highly fuel-efficient vehicles is not 
part of the business plan, it’s time to 
pull the plug. The patient has no pros-
pects for meaningful life.

ann Weaver hart

Bryan

Parts of Texas are driest in United States
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going to be a Katrina for us.”
Robert Eisenstadt, an asso-

ciate professor of economics 
at the University of Louisi-
ana at Monroe who studies 
the region’s economy, said 
there will be ripples through-
out the regional economy. 
The plant generates about $85 
million in household income 
annually, he said.

“I don’t see a household in 
Union Parish not being af-
fected by this,” said Farmer-
ville Mayor Stein Baughman.

According to the Louisi-
ana Workforce Commission, 
Union Parish, with 22,000 

residents, had an unemploy-
ment rate of 7 percent in De-
cember, up from 4.6 percent 
in December 2007.

“Equivalent, alternative 
employment for Pilgrim’s 
Pride employees, as well as 
those tied to the plant, will be 
difficult to come by in north-
eastern Louisiana, at least 
for the foreseeable future,” 
Eisenstadt said.

In a statement, Gov. Bobby 
Jindal, who made a last-ditch 
appeal Thursday to keep the 
plant open, said he would 
visit Farmerville on Monday. 
The state, he said, will work 
on assistance programs for 
displaced employees.

“Pilgrim’s Pride said that 
the difficult market condi-
tions were too great for the 

company to overcome, even 
with state assistance,” Jindal 
said. “We have offered them 
help to restart the facility,” 
he said.

The closing is another big 
employment hit for north-
eastern Louisiana. Last fall, 
550 workers lost their jobs 
when International Paper 
Co. closed its Bastrop mill. 
A regional operations cen-
ter for State Farm Insurance 
closed in 2005, cutting 1,150 
jobs. Guide Corp., which 
made headlights for the auto 
industry, shuttered its Mon-
roe plant in 2007, eliminating 
about 800 jobs.

Jindal has said he intends 
to reject about $98 million in 
federal stimulus money that 
could provide unemployment 

aid to 4,000 to 6,000 more Lou-
isiana residents. But accep-
tance would force businesses 
to pay higher unemployment 
taxes once the federal money 
runs out, hampering efforts 
to retain business in the state, 
Jindal said.

Jindal said he supports us-
ing federal money to give 
unemployment recipients an 
extra $25 a week.

The governor’s spokesman, 
Kyle Plotkin, said Jindal has 
not altered his stand in light 
of the Pilgrim’s Pride clo-
sure.

“Especially not during a na-
tional economic downturn,” 
Plotkin said. “The provision 
would require the state to 
make a permanent change in 
law that would result in a tax 

increase on Louisiana’s busi-
ness.”

Pilgrim’s Pride’s action also 
comes as the fate of General 
Motors Corp. plant in Shreve-
port is up in the air. Once 
employing nearly 3,000, that 
plant has been cut to fewer 
than 800 jobs — and GM is 
proposing the closing of five, 
yet-to-be disclosed plants as 
it seeks federal money to stay 
in business.

Pilgrim’s Pride, the nation’s 
largest poultry processor, 
filed for reorganization Dec. 1, 
2008, under Chapter 11 of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code. The 
company has been saddled by 
debt, including its $1.1 billion 
acquisition of Gold Kist Inc. 
in 2007.

Public Records▼

Howard County Justice of the Peace 
Outstanding IBC Warrants:

Irene Lopez Alaniz, 774 E. Highway 80 
Apt. 230, Abilene

Bryan Layton Allison, 1108 College Circle, 
Ranger

Christine Avalos Bara, 1405 N. Sixth 
Street, Lamesa

Toby Barnett, 1713 Dwayne Barnett, Lub-
bock

Christopher Barrera, 1704 Goliad, Big 
Spring

Teresa Baumann, 1509 E. Sixth, Big 
Spring

Vern Black, 329 W Tennesse, Floydada
Jeremy Bolton, 506 N. Avenue L, Lamesa
Dave Bracken, 2720 42nd Street, Lubbock
Michelle Marie Carrasco, 1704 Yale Av-

enue, Big Spring
Krishna Nicole Castillo, 905 Walnut, Colo-

rado City
Doyce Ray Coyle, 3301 Auburn, Big Spring
Wesley Wayne Crow, 2400 Robb Lane, 

Big Spring
Wanda Cunningham, 1505 Avion, Big 

Spring
Corey D. Dancer, 2605 Alamesa Drive, Big 

Spring
Brandee A. Eberhardt, 197 Briarwood 

Lane, Big Spring
James Randal Gardner, PO Box 1490, 

Lyons, Colo.
Rachel Garza, 1600 Wren, Big Spring
Melissa Gonzalez, 2317 CR 220, Garden 

City
Winters Greenhill, 1103 W. Fifth, Big 

Spring
Gabriel Guerrero, 411 N.E. 10th Street, Big 

Spring
Kristin Hawkins, 405 N. Moss Lake Road, 

Big Spring
Rickie L. Henderson, 205 Providence 

Road, Big Spring
Kimberly King, 1711 Young, Big Spring
Robert Michael Kleck, P.O. Box 35, Rotan
Lynda Kynam, 2503 Central, Big Spring
Eloy Escobar Leal, 1806 E. 11th Street, Big 

Spring
Joshua David Mackenstein, 414 Hicko-

ry/3417 N. Midland Drive, Midland
Shawn G. McKay, 3107 Bonham Ave, 

Odessa
Betty Jane McWilliams, 2503 Fairchild, Big 

Spring
Mari Montemayor, 627 State Street, Big 

Spring
Lisa M. Portillo, 1200 Stanford, Big Spring
Patricia Ramos, 538 Westover Road Apt. 

226, Big Spring
Michael Dewayne Renteria, 2516 Dow, 

Big Spring
Vanessa Rodriguez, 406 N. Scurry, Big 

Spring
Blanca L. Saenz, 1202 N. Sam Houston 

Ave., Odessa
Monica Serbine, 304 E. 20th Street, Big 

Spring
Stephanie Serrato, 1203 E. Mobile, Big 

Spring
Curtis W. Shelton, 3714 Millbrook Road, 

Big Spring
Mickey Starnes, 402 Holly Oak Dr., Tyler
Robert Lee Summers, 2404 S. Monticello, 

Big Spring
Ycidro Villareal III, 408 Abrams, Big Spring

County Court Decisions:
Judgment and Sentence: Christoval 

Moreno, theft of property - more than $50 
less than $500, $250 fine, $311 court costs, 
90 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Andy Lee Cuel-
lar, driving while license suspended, $500 
fine, $374 court costs, 90 days in jail.

Probated Judgment: Robert Coble, pos-
session of marijuana - two ounces or less 

in a drug free zone, $1,000 fine, $324 court 
costs, 180 days in jail (jail time suspended, 
12 months probation).

Judgment and Sentence: Kenneth Wayne 
banks, theft by check - more than $20 less 
than $500, $1,500 fine, $320 court costs, 
180 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Andy Lee Cuel-
lar, driving while license suspended, $500 
fine, $278 court costs, 90 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Enrique Sabe-
dra Jr., driving while intoxicated - second 
offense, $1,500 fine, $493 court costs, 180 
days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Daphne Michelle 
Crane, theft - more than $50 less than $500, 
$20 fine, $253 court costs.

Judgment and Sentence: Dennis Edward 
Ausbie, possession of marijuana - two ounc-
es or less, $1,500 fine, $408 court costs, 90 
days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Paul Viera Jr., 
burglary of a vehicle, $500 fine, $328 court 
costs, 45 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Dennis Edward 
Ausbie, criminal trespass of a habitation, 
$1,500 fine, $278 court costs, 90 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Preston Wayne 
Savell, evading arrest, $200 fine, $228 court 
costs, 90 days in jail.

Probated Judgment: Christopher Lee 
Strother, driving while intoxicated - second 
offense, $2,500 fine, $443 court costs, 365 
days in jail (jail time suspended, 24 months 
probation).

Probated Judgment: Adalberto Eddie Dele-
on, evading arrest or detention, $1,500 fine, 
$278 court costs, 180 days in jail (jail time 
suspended, 12 months probation).

Probated Judgment: Christina Jean Diaz, 
possession of marijuana - two ounces or 
less, $1,500 fine, $328 court costs, 180 
days in jail (jail time suspended, 12 months 
probation).

Probated Judgment: Reynaldo Hernandez 
Jr., possession of marijuana - two ounces 
or less, $1,500 fine, $328 court costs, 180 
days in jail (jail time suspended, 12 months 
probation).

Probated Judgment: Juliana Renee 
Juarez, theft - more than $50 less than $500, 
$500 fine, $278 court costs, 180 days in jail 
(jail time suspended, 12 months probation).

Probated Judgment: Koriana Garcia 
Juarez, theft - more than $50 less than $500, 
$500 fine, $278 court costs, 180 days in jail 
(jail time suspended, 12 months probation).

Probated Judgment: Elias Sol Ledesma, 
possession of marijuana - two ounces or 
less, $1,500 fine, $328 court costs, 180 
days in jail (jail time suspended, 12 months 
probation).

Probated Judgment: Carla E. Mosley, theft 
- more than $50 less than $500, $500 fine, 
$278 court costs, 180 days in jail (jail time 
suspended, 12 months probation).

Probated Judgment: Jonathan A. Ar-
rendondo, accident involving damages to 
a vehicle, $100 fine, $278 court costs, 180 
days in jail (jail time suspended, 6 months 
probation).

Judgment and Sentence: Tammy Jo Brad-
ford, possession of marijuana - two ounces 
or less, $1,250 fine, $303 court costs.

Probated Judgment: Ashley Dawn Smith, 
possession of a controlled substance - more 
than 3 grams less than 28 grams, $1,500 
fine, $328 court costs, 180 days in jail (jail 
time suspended, 12 months probation).

Judgment and Sentence: Matthew W. 
Vanderpool, failure to identify - giving false 
information, $100 fine, $228 court costs.

Judgment and Sentence: Jonathan Mi-
chael Paul, driving while license suspended 
with previous conviction or suspension, $770 
fine, $228 court costs.

Judgment and Sentence: David M. Rodri-
guez, evading arrest or detention, $100 fine, 
$228 court costs.

Probated Judgment: John Anthony Pan-
toja, possession of marijuana - two ounces 
or less, $1,500 fine, $328 court costs, 180 
days in jail (jail time suspended, 12 months 
probation).

Judgment and Sentence: Justin Ramirez, 
possession of marijuana - two ounces or 
less, $500 fine, $328 court costs, 60 days 
in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Enrique Sabedra 
Jr., evading arrest or detention, $1,500 fine, 
$278 court costs, 90 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Quincy Lamar 
Henry, theft - more than $50 less than $500, 
$500 fine, $328 court costs, 90 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Olivia Ballin, 
failure to identify as a fugitive from justice - 
giving false information, $278 court costs, 30 
days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Joe Guadalupe 
Garcia-Martinez, tampering with governmen-
tal records, $2,500 fine, $278 court costs, 
180 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Elias E. Olguin, 
possession of marijuana - two ounces or 
less, $500 fine, $328 court costs, 180 days 
in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Joe Guadalupe 
Garcia-Martinez, criminal mischief - more 
than $50 less than $500, $500 fine, $278 
court costs, 60 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: Jesse Lendell 
Woodruff Jr., possession of marijuana - two 
ounces or less, $1,500 fine, $328 court 
costs, 90 days in jail.

District Court Filings:
Belinda Garcia Chavarria vs. Tommy Justin 

Chavarria, divorce.
Eagle Remediation Services Inc. vs. Carter 

& Burgess Inc., civil suit.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Ins. Co. vs. 

Timothy Jason Bland, injury or damages with 
a motor vehicle.

Misti Kay Harland vs. Aaron Heath Har-
land, divorce.

Gary Rodriguez vs. Michelle Rodriguez, 
divorce.

Marriage Licenses:
James Marcus Baker, 31, and Sandy Kay 

Miller, 31, both of Big Spring.
William Dale Stewart, 44, and Angela Kath-

leen Lord, 46, both of Big Spring.
Matthew Leo Towne, 25, and Michelle Lynn 

Richardson, 30, both of Big Spring.
Steven Robles, 28, and Melinda Leigh 

Cervantes, 28, both of Big Spring.

Warranty Deeds:
Grantor: Rayford H. Gillihan
Grantee: Lonnie Gillihan and Christie Gil-

lihan
Property: A .5-acre tract out of Section 12, 

Block 33, T-1-S, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: Feb. 10, 2009

Grantor: Chase Home Finance LLC
Grantee: The Secretary of Housing and 

Urban Development
Property: A 10-acre tract out of Section 36, 

Block 31, T-1-N, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: Feb. 11, 2009

Grantor: Louise C. Arnett
Grantee: Louise C. Arnett Trust Agreement
Property: A 1/10 interested in a 65.5 acre 

tract out of Section 46, Block 32, T-1-N, T&P 
RR Co. Survey

Date: Feb. 11, 2009

Grantor: Garry L. Sikes
Grantee: Johnny Mize and Jill Mize

Property: The S/47 feet of Lot 7, Block 2, 
Wright’s Second Addition

Date: Feb. 11, 2009

Grantor: Gloria Hernandez
Grantee: Dora Hernandez
Property: A tract out of Section 42, Block 

32, T-1-N, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: Feb. 12, 2009

Grantor: Canuto Ramirez Jr.
Grantee: Richard S. Martinez
Property: The middle 50 feet of the SE/4 

of Block 27, Government Heights to Bauer 
Addition

Date: Feb. 12, 2009

Grantor: Leohono Herrara
Grantee: Leonard Glen Herrara
Property: The SW/4 of Section 26, Block 

33, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: Feb. 12, 2009

Grantor: James P. Reid and Shyrlee Reid
Grantee: B&E Roustabout
Property: A tract out of Section 45, Block 

31, T-1-N, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: Feb. 12, 2009

Grantor: Paul Belyeu
Grantee: Sherry P. Gillette
Property: Lot 10, Block 1, Mesa Addition
Date: Feb. 13, 2009

Grantor: Interstate TD Investments LLC
Grantee: Charles D. Rosenbaum
Property: A 1-acre tract out of Section 14, 

Block 33, T-1-S, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: Feb. 13, 2009

Grantor: Cynthia Dea Fritzler, Robert D. 
Reagan and Valerie McCutchan

Grantee: Drew G. Bavin
Property: Lots 1 and 2, Block 1, Nathan 

Hughes Addition
Date: Feb. 18, 2009

Grantor: Mike Parker and Brenda Parker
Grantee: Michael Earnest McCutchan and 

Valerie McCutchan
Property: The E/100 feet of Lot 2, Block 1, 

East Coahoma Addition
Date: Feb. 18, 2009

Grantor: Cindy Brown
Grantee: Ben Gonzales and Joann Gon-

zales
Property: Lot 12, Block 24, Cole & Stray-

horn Addition
Date: Feb. 19, 2009

Grantor: Jeffrey M. Casbeer and Jodie 
Casbeer

Grantee: Kenneth W. Darlin
Property: Tract 1, Country Livin’ Subdivi-

sion
Date: Feb. 20, 2009

Grantor: Gary Bradley and Brenda Bradley
Grantee: A.C. Mize and Billie Mize
Property: A tract out of Section 32, Block 

32, T-1-N, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: Feb. 20, 2009

Grantor: Docoto Management Corp.
Grantee: Shannon Smithie
Property: Lot 23, Block 1, Bates Addition
Date: Feb. 23, 2009

Grantor: Three R Properties Inc.
Grantee: Timary Rosenbaum
Property: Lot 16, Block 2, W.J. Gordon 

Addition
Date: Feb. 23, 2009

Grantor: Doyce Reed

Grantee: Chuck Rosenbaum
Property: A 1-acre tract out of Section 14, 

Block 33, T-1-S, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: Feb. 23, 2009

Grantor: Eva Chappell
Grantee: Big Spring ISD
Property: Lots 1-4, Block 18, Jones Valley 

Addition
Date: Feb. 23, 2009

Grantor: Terry Montgomery and Shirley 
Cross

Grantee: Big Spring ISD
Property: Lot 1, Block 5, Piner Heights
Date: Feb. 23, 2009

Grantor: Glenda Williams
Grantee: Big Spring ISD
Property: Lot 9, Block 9, Cole & Strayhorn 

Addition
Date: Feb. 23, 2009

Grantor: Robert Marquez
Grantee: Big Spring ISD
Property: Lot 13, Block 17, College Park 

Estates
Date: Feb. 23, 2009

Grantor: Vanessa Martinez
Grantee: Big Spring ISD
Property: Lot 4, Block 8, Earles Addition
Date: Feb. 23, 2009

Grantor: Doyle Fincher
Grantee: Big Spring ISD
Property: Lots 5 and 6, Block 2, Wright’s 

Second Addition
Date: Feb. 23, 2009

Grantor: Ping Ching Inc.
Grantee: Dan Earl Lusk and A. Katharine 

Lusk
Property: Part of Block 98, Original Town 

of Big Spring
Date: Feb. 25, 2009

Warranty Deeds with Vendor’s Lien:
Grantor: Barbara Enos
Grantee: Esther F. Teichchroeb
Property: Lots 35-40, Balch Subdivision
Date: Feb. 6, 2009

Grantor: Harold H. Raney Jr. and Nancy 
Petty-Raney

Grantee: Michael Mendez and Angela 
Mendez

Property: Lots 4 and 5, Block 12, South 
Haven Addition

Date: Feb. 9, 2009

Grantor: Jesse D. Mendoza
Grantee: Craig Dunnam
Property: Part of Lot 2 and Lot 3, Block 6, 

Highland South No. 2
Date: Feb. 10, 2009

Grantor: Jo Posey
Grantee: Robert Creelman
Property: Two tracts out of Section 41, 

Block 32, T-1-S, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: Feb. 11, 2009

Grantor: Timary Rosenbaum
Grantee: Efren Torres Chavez Jr. and Alex-

andria Chavez
Property: Lot 16, Block 2, W.J. Gordon 

Addition
Date: Feb. 23, 2009

Grantor: Bobby Dale Barber and Cheryll 
Barber

Grantee: Candido L. Otero and Aixa Garcia
Property: A 2.7 acre tract out of Section 8, 

Block 32, T-1-S, T&P RR Co. Survey
Date: Feb. 24, 2009

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
government will exchange up to 
$25 billion in emergency bailout 
money it provided Citigroup Inc. 
for as much as a 36 percent equi-
ty stake in the struggling bank, 
greatly increasing the risks to 
taxpayers as voter unhappiness 
about the broader bailout pro-
gram rises.

The deal announced Friday by 
the company and the Treasury 
Department represents the third 
rescue attempt for Citigroup in 
the past five months. It’s contin-
gent on private investors agree-
ing to a similar swap.

The administration decided to 
restructure the bailout package 
for Citigroup again in the hopes 
that converting $25 billion of pre-
ferred shares into common stock 
would give investors more confi-
dence the bank has sufficient cap-
ital reserves to withstand mount-

ing losses on its holdings of mort-
gages and other loans. While the 
conversion to common stock will 
dilute current shareholders’ in-
vestments, a wider equity base 
could calm investors since there 
would be more reserves in place 
to guard against further losses as 
the economy sours.

Besides a stronger capital base, 
the company is getting a critical 
boost to its cash flow as it forgoes 
its 4 cent annual dividend on its 
common shares. That is giving 
Citi an additional $2.18 billion a 
year. The bank will also no lon-
ger pay the 5 percent dividend it 
owed on the government’s pre-
ferred shares that have convert-
ed to common stock.

But the deal doesn’t affect one 
of Citi’s greatest problems, the 
billions of dollars in failed mort-
gage-backed securities that still 
sit on its books. As those invest-
ments have fallen in value, they 
have exacerbated Citi’s losses.

Citigroup reaches aid 
deal with government 



In choosing 19-month withdrawal in 
Iraq, Obama leaned heavily toward 
commanders’ preferences

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama 
leaned heavily toward field commanders’ prefer-
ences in settling a time frame for ending the war 
in Iraq, as he weighed the fervent desires of the 
anti-war community that propelled him into office 
and the equally strong worries of the generals com-
manding troops in the war zone.

“To this very day, there are some Americans 
who want to stay in Iraq longer, and some who 
want to leave faster,” Obama said in making the 
announcement Friday, summing up a debate that 
has divided the country like no other since the for-
mer President George W. Bush launched the U.S. 
invasion six years ago.

Obama’s description suggests he arrived at a 
split-down-the-middle compromise with one of the 
first and most important tasks of his young presi-
dency.

But accounts of the process from officials in 
the White House, at the Pentagon and across the 
administration, who all requested anonymity so 
they could speak more candidly about behind-the-
scenes discussions, show otherwise.

At stake was the promise that most defined and 
drove Obama’s successful presidential bid: to bring 
all combat troops home — effectively, to end the 
war — 16 months after taking office. The details he 
unveiled in an appearance Friday before hundreds 
of Marines at Camp Lejeune, N.C., depart from that 
pledge in several ways.

Clinton heading to Mideast and 
Europe to weigh peace prospects 
and renew weathered alliances

WASHINGTON (AP) — Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton is using her second overseas trip 
as the nation’s top diplomat to assess peace pros-
pects in the Middle East, reconnect with European 
allies and remind her Russian counterpart that 
U.S. efforts to rebuild relations with Moscow has 
its limits.

The former first lady and former U.S. senator 
from New York is kicking off a weeklong journey 
by attending an international conference in Egypt 
where she will announce on Monday a U.S. govern-
ment pledge of up to $900 million in humanitarian 
assistance for the rebuilding of the war-shaken 
Gaza Strip.

The Palestinians are seeking $2.8 billion dollars 
for Gaza. A key complication is that the United 
States does not recognize the Hamas movement 
that rules Gaza and will not allow aid money to 
flow through Hamas.

The pledge conference for Gaza reflects in part 
a U.S. effort to move quickly to influence events 
there, where the Islamic militants of Hamas are 
aligned with Iran and opposed to peace talks 
with Israel. Hamas is at odds with the other key 
Palestinian faction, Fatah, which takes a more 
moderate approach to Israel.

Clinton also will visit Israel to underscore 
President Barack Obama’s commitment to finding 
a “two-state solution” to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict that establishes a sovereign Palestinian 
state at peace with Israel.

Gloves off, game on, Obama 
tells powerful lobbies, as 
budget battle starts

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama 
challenged the nation’s vested interests to a legisla-
tive duel Saturday, saying he will fight to change 
health care, energy and education in dramatic 
ways that will upset the status quo.

“The system we have now might work for the 
powerful and well-connected interests that have 
run Washington for far too long,” Obama said in 
his weekly radio and video address. “But I don’t. I 
work for the American people.”

He said his ambitious budget plan, unveiled 
Thursday, will help millions of Americans, but 
only if Congress overcomes resistance from deep-
pocket lobbies.

“I know these steps won’t sit well with the special 
interests and lobbyists who are invested in the old 
way of doing business, and I know they’re gearing 
up for a fight,” Obama said, using tough-guy lan-
guage reminiscent of his predecessor, George W. 
Bush. “My message to them is this: So am I.”

Some analysts say Obama’s proposals are almost 
radical. But he said all of them were included 
in his campaign promises. “It is the change the 
American people voted for in November,” he said.

Nonetheless, he said, well-financed interest 
groups will fight back furiously.

After years of bitter debate on 
whether to set date to end 
Iraq war, Congress agrees to one

WASHINGTON (AP) — After years of bitterly 
debating whether to set a timetable for troop with-
drawals in Iraq, Congress has agreed to one.

The general consensus came Friday in the form 
of statements endorsing President Barack Obama’s 
plan to bring home roughly two-thirds of the U.S. 
military force in Iraq by August 2010.

It was a compromise of sorts for the Democratic 
president, who campaigned on the promise of 
bringing every soldier and Marine home from Iraq 
within 16 months of taking office. His plan paves 
the way for some 100,000 troops to come home and 
as many as 50,000 troops to remain behind to train 
Iraqi forces and protect U.S. interests.

Not everyone was happy. Democratic leaders 

have suggested the 50,000 figure was too high and 
their more liberal rank-and-file swiftly rejected it. 
Republican leaders demanded assurances the plan 
would be abandoned if security conditions wors-
ened. At least one hardline conservative cast the 
timeline as arbitrary and dangerous.

But in the end, the Congress that could never 
agree on how to win the Iraq war found common 
ground.

Grimfaced jury in Las Vegas 
views graphic homemade 
video in toddler molestation trial

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Jurors grimly viewed key 
evidence in the trial of a man accused of sexually 
assaulting two little girls in separate incidents in 
2003.

Several jurors dabbed their eyes with tissues in 
a hushed courtroom late Friday as they watched 
a video showing the defendant, Chester Arthur 
Stiles, whisper to a 2-year-old while he reposi-
tioned her on a bed for various sex acts.

“Do you like that? Does it feel good?” Stiles asks 
the girl near the end of the 15-minute video, which 
the judge deemed so disturbing that she closed the 
courtroom to all but a few news reporters, security 
officers and court officials during the viewing.

Clark County District Judge Jennifer Togliatti 
also banned cameras, cell phones and recorders 
after granting access to five reporters who filed 
written applications to watch what she called 
— outside the jury’s presence — “as graphic a 
child pornography video that anyone has ever 
observed.”

Stiles, 38, kept his eyes on notes he wrote on a yel-
low legal pad and passed to one of his two defense 
lawyers while jurors watched the video.

Plane carrying 51 lands 
safely in Romania after 
landing gear gets stuck; all safe

TIMISOARA, Romania (AP) — A Romanian plane 
carrying 51 people made a safe emergency landing 
in western Romania on Saturday and all the occu-
pants escaped, officials said.

Part of the Carpatair flight’s landing gear 
became stuck and the aircraft circled Timisoara 
International Airport for almost two hours, using 
up its fuel to avoid a potential fire, officials said, 
before it landed nose-down on a bed of foam laid 
out by firefighters.

The Saab 2000 aircraft was carrying 47 passen-
gers and four crew members on its flight from the 
Moldovan capital, Chisinau, to Timisoara, airport 
spokeswoman Carmen Stoica said.

The Emergency Inspectorate said at least 10 
ambulances and three fire engines were waiting 
for the stricken plane.

“The plane ... crash-landed on the foam carpet 
spread by firefighters on the airstrip. All passen-
gers are fine,” said inspectorate spokeswoman 
Sindia Vlaia.

The airport’s runway is about 2 miles (3.5 kilo-
meters) long.

The Romanian Transportation Ministry has sent 
a team to Timisoara to investigate the incident.

Union leaders seek to heal 
rifts, unify divided labor 
movement under 1 federation

WASHINGTON (AP) — Nearly four years after a 
nasty breakup split organized labor, union leaders 
are again talking about reuniting under a single, 
more powerful federation, possibly this year.

Leaders from 12 of the nation’s largest unions, 
along with rival federations AFL-CIO and Change 
to Win, have held three meetings since January 
aimed at setting aside differences and taking 
advantage of the most favorable political climate 
for unions in 15 years.

“We’ve had very positive discussions and we’ve 
reached some significant agreements,” said David 
Bonior, the former Michigan congressman who is 
brokering the discussions.

But Bonior stressed that significant hurdles 
remain as leaders work out how a unified labor 
federation would be structured and what its goals 
would be.

Seven unions, led by the Service Employees 
International Union, bolted from the AFL-CIO in 
2005. They complained the federation focused too 
much on political campaigns and not enough on 
recruiting new members. The break reflected frus-
tration with steadily declining union membership, 

from a peak of 35 percent of the work force in the 
1950s to about 12 percent today.

Focus in Lebanon assassination 
probe shifts as international 
tribunal opens in Netherlands

BEIRUT (AP) — Investigators have pored over 
evidence for four years — a human tooth found at 
the bombing site, a suicide truck that was stolen 
in Japan and made its way to Lebanon, reams of 
phone records and hundreds of interviews.

Now the focus in one of the Mideast’s most dra-
matic political assassinations is shifting to pros-
ecution, with the convening Sunday of an interna-
tional tribunal on the slaying of former Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

Despite the start of proceedings in the Netherlands, 
it is still not known who will be accused in the 
suicide truck bombing that killed Hariri and 22 
other people on a seaside street in Beirut on Feb. 
14, 2005.

Also unknown is the most politically explosive 
question — whether the proceedings will impli-
cate Syria’s government, which many Lebanese 
believe was behind the murder of a man who led 
opposition to the long Syrian military occupation 
of Lebanon. 

Syria has denied any involvement.
Most likely the first defendants before the court 

will be four pro-Syria generals who led Lebanon’s 
police, intelligence service and an elite army unit 
at the time of the assassination. 

They are the only people in custody, though they 
have not been formally charged.

Video shows King Co. 
deputy kicking teen girl

SEATTLE (AP) — A King County sheriff’s deputy 
kicks a 15-year-old girl, slams her to the floor of a 
jail cell, strikes her and pulls her hair in violence 
captured on videotape.

Prosecutors released the surveillance video 
Friday in the assault case against Deputy Paul 
Schene, who is accused of using excessive force on 
the girl.

The footage shows the attack beginning after the 
girl enters the cell at suburban SeaTac City Hall 
and kicks off one of her shoes toward the deputy.

Schene, 31, pleaded not guilty to fourth-degree 
assault in Superior Court on Thursday.

The incident last November began after the girl 
was brought in for an auto theft investigation, 
according to court documents.

“We believe this case is beyond just police mis-
conduct, it’s criminal misconduct,” King County 
Prosecutor Daniel Satterberg said. 

“This is clearly excessive force.”
Satterberg added the case is uncommon because 

cameras captured the entire incident.
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BARGAIN MART
Discount Foods

403 Runnels, Big Spring, TX
Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6:30 

CHICKEN
TENDERS

69¢

PETER PAN
PEANUT BUTTER

PLAYTEX BABY NIPPLES  
2-PK.                    

PROGRESSO SOUPS
18-19-OZ. CAN

CRYSTAL LIGHT ON THE GO
PACKETS - 14-CT. BOX                                                                                                       
APPLE CRISP COFFEE CAKE
10.5-OZ.  

MARIE CALLENDER'S FULLY COOKED 
SEASONED CHICKEN BREAST
STOKELY'S CAN VEGETABLES
GALLON                                                                         

MAINE SARSAPARILLA 
16-OZ. BOTTLE
BUTTERWORTH'S SYRUP
50-OZ. PKG.

  TOTINOS TRIPLE
CHEESE PIZZA

16664

Sale Starts
March 2nd

Sale Ends
March 7th

99¢

69¢

2/$100

2/$100

2/$100

2/$100

4/$100

$149

$129

$149

$189

10-OZ.

LB.

LB.

28-OZ. JAR

16664 BARGAIN MART-3-1.indd   1 2/27/09   1:52:37 PM

www.themediaco.net
432-599-8018

20% OFF
Full Color Vinyl Printing
Banners | Billboards | Signs
We Also DO                Logos | Websites | Advertising Design 

Graphic Design | Business Cards | Media Buying
Event Planning | Public Relations

News in brief
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Announcements

FUN IN The Air Inflatable 
Games out of Abilene, is NOW 
servicing your area. 

Visit 
www.funintheair

inflatables.vpweb.com
(325)232-6647

Business Opportunity
SELF PROFESSIONALS
WANTED. Call 325-486-9712.

Cemetery Lots
2 SPACES up front in “Garden 
of Sharon” at Trinity Memorial 
Park. $3,000.00 for both. Call 
(432)935-4111, (361)851-0395

Cemetery Lots
2 LOTS at Trinity Memorial 
Park. Lots 184 “Meditation 
Section”. South of Chapel. 
$2,200 for both. Call 
(325)282-2095 or 
(325)721-230.

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.
SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

Cemetery Lots
SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Help Wanted

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking Full-time 
LVN.  Great hours, friendly at-
mosphere. Call for appointment 
(432)714-4510, 1900 Scurry.

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Fire Figher

Police Officer - 
Certified & Un-Certified 

Water Treatment 
Plant Operator

Administrative Secretary
Part Time Cook

Human Resources Technician
Part Time General Worker

Equal Opportunity 
Employer

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

Nurses Unlimited, Inc. is seek-
ing Enthusiastic and outgoing 
CNA’s (bilingual a plus). To as-
sist clients in the Home with 
personal care, meal prep and 
light housekeeping. P-T. May 
require some traveling. Call: 
Kathy J. or Liz 
1-432-458-3257.

Help Wanted
“DRIVERS”

Want to be home daily? 
Want scheduled 
days off weekly?

Want a sign on bonus 
up to $4000.00?

Excellent benefits include:
* Health
* Dental
* Vision
* 401K
* Safety bonus
Coastal Transport is now seek-
ing individuals to deliver petro-
leum product in and around 
surrounding areas of Big 
Spring. Must be 23 years of 
age, have a Class A license 
with Tanker and Haz-Mat en-
dorsements with 1 year 
tractor/trailer experience.
Please contact Russell @ 
1-888-527-7221 for more infor-
mation.

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

Help Wanted
EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.
FOOD SERVICE Manager. Ex-
perience necessary. Salary, 
Benefits. Fax resume to 
(817)656-9327. Apply in per-
son Student Center, Howard 
College.
FOOD SERVICE Workers 
needed. Experience neces-
sary. Great Pay, Flexible 
hours. Apply in person Student 
Center, Howard College.
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Wanted 
You will work on a variety of 
print related projects from lo-
gos, branding, packaging, 
POS, advertisements, sales 
presentations, large banner 
graphics, magazine design and 
much more? The ideal candi-
date will have at least 2-3 
years of experience in graphic 
design and have a strong com-
mand of Adobe Programs. 
To apply please visit us online 
at www.themediaco.net or 
email your resume to 
brian@themediaco.net or call 
432-599-8018.
IDEAL POSITION available for 
part-time or retired person. 
Would an extra $400 or $500 
per month help. Work 3-4hrs. 
per day. Mon-Fri.. Mt. Olive 
Monuments, Little Red Barn 
across for Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
LOCAL OIL Company is seek-
ing an experienced lease op-
erator to oversee deep wells 
around the Big Spring area. 
Minimum 5 years experience. 
Must pass Pre-Employment 
Drug Screen and have clear 
Motor Vehicle Report. Please 
inquire at 401 NE Broadway, 
Coahoma.

MOSS CREEK Ranch Now 
Hiring Dishwasher and Bus 
Boys. Day & Night shifts avail-
able. Please call 
432-935-4809.

NEED COUNTER help. Apply 
in person at Klassic Kleaners, 
2107 S. Gregg. No Phone 
Calls.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

OFFICE CLERICAL Position 
for local Oil Company. Must 
have Quick Books experiance. 
Flexible hours. Come by 4205 
North Hwy. 87.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is seeking an energetic, 
outgoing, evening Resident 
Clerk. This position is shift work 
from 4:30pm to 12:30am; week 
ends required (guaranteed 40 
hours a week). Duties include 
facilitating activities, light 
housekeeping, assisting in dur-
ing meal times, etc. Must be 
able to multitask and be active. 
Apply in person at 501 W. 17th 
Street.

POST OFFICE Hiring Nation-
ally! Avg. pay $20/hr, $57K/yr 
including Federal Benefits, 
OT. Optional fee-based test 
prep materials, not affiliated 
with the US Postal Service. 
1-866-795-4058.

Help Wanted
PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is seeking full time 
C.N.A.’s. All shifts are avail-
able. If you aren’t certified we’ll 
send you to classes. Please 
apply online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net or in 
person.
3200 Parkway
Big Spring, TX 79720

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now seeking a 
full time 10/6 Charge Nurse. 
This position will offer retire-
ment, paid vacation, health in-
surance bonus, great starting 
pay and a friendly working en-
vironment. Stop by or fill out an 
application online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net
3200 Parkway
432.263.4041.

PERMANENT FULL Time, 
Non-Smoker, able to pass 
background/drug test, reliable 
transportation with current TX 
license and insurance, solid 
work history and references. 
Must be 21 to apply. Bear Claw 
Knife & Shear, 100 Airbase Rd. 
(432)267-4935.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

COLORADO RIVER
MUNICIPAL WATER 

DISTRICT
CRMWD, regional raw water 
supplier for the Permian Basin, 
is seeking a Human Re-
sources Assistant. Responsi-
bilities include payroll, em-
ployee orientation, general 
health and retirement plan ad-
ministration and accounting du-
ties. Associates degree pre-
ferred. Strong computer skills 
required including Microsoft 
word and excel. Successful 
candidate must be a self 
starter, a team player, and pos-
sess the ability to multi-task. 
Prefer 3 to 5 years experience.  
Benefits include health insur-
ance, retirement plans, sick, 
vacation and holiday leave. 
Applications are required and 
are available at the District’s of-
fice, 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341, or on our web-
site www.crmwd.org. EOE

POSITION AVAILABLE at The 
Boys & Girls Club. Must have 
outgoing personality, patience, 
& love children. Apply at The 
Salvation Army Boys & Girls 
Club, 811 West 5th.

SHERIDAN PRODUCTION
COMPANY

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT

IMMEDIATE OPENING 
FOR EXPERIENCED 

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT FOR BIG

SPRING, TEXAS
LOCATION. 

PERFORM A VARIETY 
OF ADMINISTRATIVE
DUTIES. MIN. 2 YRS.
EXPERIENCE AND 

MICROSOFT COMPUTER
SKILLS REQUIRED.

EXCELLENT 
COMPENSATION AND

COMPANY PAID
EMPLOYEE MEDICAL,

DENTAL, LIFE
INSURANCE AND 401K

MATCH. 
PLEASE EMAIL

RESUME TO
Imelton@sheridan

production.com
EEO

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

SHIMMY YOUR way to a 
healthier new you! Bellydance 
class starting Tuesday March 
3rd at Techno Salon, Big 
Spring Mall 7:00PM. Contact 
Victoria (432)816-3546.

HOSPITAL
M E D I C A L A RTS

Come to work with nurses who have years 
of experience in correctional nursing.

TDCJ PRESTON SMITH UNIT - LAMESA
LVN STAFF NURSES

varying shifts available including 8 hour shifts

CERTIFIED MEDICATION AIDES

RN SUPERVISOR
8 to 5, Monday thru Friday; some call required

Full Time and PRN available

wages rivaling any in the West Texas area.
Ask about our increased starting wages for LVNs!

Human Resources
Medical Arts Hospital 

1600 N. Bryan
Lamesa, Texas 79331

806-872-2183
806-872-0823 fax 16700

16700 medical larts-3-1-09.indd   1 2/26/09   4:07:54 PM

West Texas Centers for MHMR

Residential Support Technician: Position provides services within the 
community and in the home to individuals with mental retardation. Must be 
proficient in reading and writing. High School Diploma or GED preferred 
but not required. Hours vary. Salary $8.20-$8.75 hr ($655.85-699.69 bi 
weekly $17,052-$18,192 annually.) Depending on experience. Benefits.
Part time Direct Care Staff: Responsible for training clients in work and 
social related skills. Must be proficient in reading and writing. High School 
Diploma or GED preferred but not required. Salary $8.20hr. hours vary.
Vocational Service Tech: Provides instruction and directs the trainee in 
the accomplishment of a specific job. Must be proficient in reading and 
writing. High School Diploma or GED preferred but not required. Hours 
very. Salary $8.20-8.75 hr ($17,052.00-18,192.00 annually). Benefits.
Case Manager for Mental Health: Assists individuals in gaining access to 
medical, social, vocational and educational services. Requires Bachelors 
degree in Social Work field or Bachelor's degree with a minimum of 24 
hours in psychology, sociology or other human service hours. Base salary 
$14.71-$15.72 per hour ($30,588.00-$32,700.00 annually) DOE, plus 
excellent benefit package. Four day work week is possible. Flexible sched-
ule offered. Crisis on-call rotation required. Applicants must live within 
70-mile radius of duty site.
Support Service Tech: Provides services to individuals with mental retar-
dation in the community and person's home. Must be proficient in reading 
and writing. High School Diploma or GED preferred but not required. 
Hours vary. Salary $8.20-$8.75 hr ($17,052.00-$18,192.00 annually).

Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or 
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE

16695

16695 wt mhmr-3-1-09.indd   1 2/26/09   8:34:45 AM

Date Created
Last Modified

Order Number
Ad Dimensions

Created by
Last modified by

Art Links Verified?

Prepared by Polaris Recruitment Communications

01.26.07
01.26.07
cmh_14948
2.25 x 49 agates
ml
ML
y

Date Created
Last Modified

Order Number
Ad Dimensions

Created by
Last modified by

Art Links Verified?

Prepared by Polaris Recruitment Communications

02.24.09
02.24.09
bca_16805
5.1875  x  4
ml
ml
y

BCA of Permian Basin is bringing to the community a strong mental health service through
a highly skilled professional team, including physicians, nurses, clinicians, administration,
and ancillary staff.  Our strong commitment to the community will be seen from the
redesign and reopening of a psychiatric facility, the hiring of quality professionals and
involvement in a variety of community organizations.  We currently have the following
employment opportunities available:

Contact Info: Lana Dillon, DHR 432.561.5915 
or fax 432-561-8071
email:  Lana.Dillon@bca-corp.com

EOE

Admissions/UR Director
LMSW/LCSW  
Clinical Assessment Specialists  
FT & PRN-Licensed in the State of Texas, LPC, LMSW or LCSW. Inhouse
& mobile assessments.
Clinical Therapists
LPC OR LCSW – Fulltime & PRN
Registered Nurse 
FT & PRN/ 7a-7p & 7p-7a / Current license in Texas 
or compact state.

Receptionist 
PRN -Previous hospital reception and/or experience in 
a mental health environment preferred.
Housekeeper 
FT & PRN-HS degree or equivalency, six months related experience.
Mental Health Associate  
FT & PRN- 7a-7p & 7p-7a / Six (6) months experience in human
services, psychiatric hospital, or RTC preferred.
LMSW
Minimum 20 hours per week

Benefits: Competitive salary, excellent benefits, 
paid time off and matching 401k.

RedefiningRedefining the way Mental Health
Care is Delivered.

$16.75         $16.75         $16.75         $16.75

$16.75         $16.75         $16.75         $16.75

GARAGE SALE
AD PACKAGE

$16.75
+ Up to 25 Words
+ 2 Days
+ Deadline Wednesday Before Noon
+ Garage Sale Kit

 (includes Signs, Labels)

+ Package of Flavored Drink Mix
 (for the Kids to Open a Drink Stand)

+
 (Place an ad to sell those left-over garage sale items & get $3 off)

TUESDAY BEFORE NOON
Get 3 Days For Only $17.00

Call 263-7331 Today! 16178

Respiratory Therapist

Human Resources
Medical Arts Hospital 

16583
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Mystery Shoppers needed to visit fast
food restaurants in the Big Spring area.
To apply online: www.consumerimpressions.com

Consumer Impressions, Inc.
PO BOX 866996

Plano, Texas 75086-6996
**No fee to apply

Email: ibrooks@consumerimpressions.com 16
69

6
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27848

For All Your Plumbing Needs Call

Have A Quality Day!!!

Drivers: Dedicated Runs 
with Consistent Freight, Top 
Pay, Weekly Home-time & 
More!

Werner Enterprises
800-346-2818, x151 15

59
9

BUY•SELL•TRADE
In the

Big Spring Herald Classifieds
263-7331

         



NEW ORLEANS (AP) 
— Three and a half 
years after Hurricane 
Katrina, the National 
Guard is pulling the last 
of its troops out of New 
Orleans this weekend, 
leaving behind a city 
still desperate and dan-
gerous.

Residents long dis-
trustful of the city’s 
police force are worried 
they will have to fend 
for themselves.

“I don’t know if crime 
will go up after these 
guys leave. But I know 
a lot more of us will be 
packing our own pieces 
now to make sure we’re 
protected,” said Calvin 
Stewart, owner of a res-
taurant and store.

New Orleans Police 
Superintendent Warren 
Riley said his rebuilt 
police department is up 
to the job of protecting 
the city. “I think we’re 
ready to handle things,” 
he said.

The National 
Guardsmen were wel-
comed as liberators 
when they arrived in 
force in a big convoy 
more than four days 
after Katrina struck 

New Orleans in August 
2005 and plunged the 
city into anarchy. The 
force was eventually 
15,000 strong.

The last of the troops 
were removed in 
January 2006 as civil 
authority returned, but 
then, after a surge in 
bloodshed, 360 were 
sent back in beginning 
in mid-2006 to help 
police keep order. As 
of February, only about 
100 troops were left in 
the city.

With Louisiana facing 
a $341 million budget 
deficit, state lawmakers 
were reluctant to keep 
the Guard in place any 
longer.

The Guard was used 
to patrol the less popu-
lated sections of the 
city where Katrina’s 
floodwaters left most 
houses uninhabitable. 
That included the woe-
ful Ninth Ward, where 
renovated houses are 
outnumbered by moldy, 
boarded-up wrecks and 
weed-choked vacant 
lots.

In their camouflage 
uniforms and Humvees, 
the troops were often a 

welcome sight.
“We don’t have 

enough cops. It’s not 
that they’re bad, it’s 
just that there’s not 
enough of them. These 
guys are Johnny-on-
the-spot when you need 
them,” said 57-year-old 
Tom Hightower, who 
is still trying to get the 
mold out of his house. 
He added: “This is still 
a spooky place after 
dark.”

The troops had full 
arrest powers but were 
required to call New 
Orleans police on seri-
ous matters. In their 
time on the streets, 
Guard troops were 
involved in only one 
shooting, and the dis-
trict attorney ruled it 
justified.

The Guardsmen 
answered lots of calls 
involving domestic vio-
lence, reported to be up 
in New Orleans since 
the hurricane, and han-
dled car wrecks, house 
and business alarms 
and other problems.

“One of the biggest 
things we did was keep 
those places safe so 
people could rebuild,” 

said Sgt. Wayne Lewis, 
a New Orleans native 
who has been patrol-
ling the streets since 
January 2007. 

“People would put 
the things to rebuild in 
their houses and thieves 
would come along and 
take them right out 
again. We stopped a lot 
of that.”

New Orleans had 210 
murders in 2007, mak-

ing it the murder capi-
tal of America, with the 
highest per-capita rate 
in the country. That 
number dropped to 179 
in 2008.

Nevertheless, “crime 
continues to be this 
community’s No. 1 con-
cern. Even with the 
lower numbers it is still 
unacceptably high,” 
said Rafael Goyeneche, 
executive director of 

the Metropolitan Crime 
Commission.

Before the hurricane, 
the police force had more 
than 1,600 officers. But 
its ranks were reduced 
after the storm by more 
than 30 percent because 
of desertions, dismiss-
als, retirements and sui-
cides. (New Orleans has 
only about 70 percent of 
its pre-Katrina popula-
tion of 455,000.)
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The Secret to keeping
your whites Bright!

Water, Water, Inc.
your Culligan® dealer

1509 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 432-263-8781

16546
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Wright Sprinkler
System

432-263-8781 • 1509 E. FM 700  • Big Spring
16546

Design - Insulation - Repair
Serving Big Spring, Snyder,

Colorado City & Sweetwater

16547

16547 water sprinkler.indd   1 2/17/09   3:05:19 PM

Now
Accepting

Visa,
Mastercard &

Discover

B & M
Fence Co.

Voted Best In
Big Spring

Get Our Price & Compare
FREE Estimates

Robert Marquez-Owner
263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101 N.W. 2nd

Big Spring

Res. & Commercial

Cedar
Dog Kennsl

16471

16471 B&M.indd   1 2/20/09   2:21:22 PM

Contact These Professionals
For All Your

Home Services Or
Improvement Needs!

IMPROVEMENT PAGE-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   11:17:57 AM

CALL THE EXPERIENCED STAFF AT CAIN ELECTRICAL 
SUPPLY  

432-263-8421 

FOR YOUR ENERGY SAVING QUESTIONS!

National Guard pulling out of New Orleans
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Cash Sale
Very Reasonable

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

CONCRETE

LAWN CARE
FALL CLEANUP

Rake Leaves, Hauling
Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service

816-6150 or
267-5460

FREE ESTIMATES 18675

AC & HEATING

Crossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &

 Ice Machines
We service all makes

and models!
Cell: (432) 270-0501

24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C 27

04
0

CROSSROADS REF-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:08:18 PM

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

16693 johnson sheet metal REVISED.indd   1 2/27/09   2:11:31 PM

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

L & R 
Construction
 Custom Cabinets, Laminate 
Counter Tops, Entertainment 
Centers, Book Cases, Storage 

Cabinets, Bed Frames, 
Furniture, Home Remodeling, 

Repairs, Painting, 
Storage Buildings.

16
78

7

432-213-5540

16787 L & R Construction.indd   1 2/27/09   2:27:54 PM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Complete Home Remodel

Tile - Sheetrock - 
- Appliance Install -

Free Estimates
432-816-6282

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z
Chimney, Air Duct 

Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes, 
Carpets, etc.

INSURED

1-866-843-1837 17
95

9

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
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STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

18
30

3

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH

CALL
(432) 264-6134

“Se Habla Espanol”
*With RAL Approval

On Income Tax Refund
Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
406 Runnels
(Across From Bargain Mart)

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

EXECUTIVE PAINTING
Comm. / Res.

Interior / Exterior
Drywall - Texture Repair

20 yrs. experience
432-816-3903

LEAVE MESSAGE15879

15879-GARY WEEKS-2-1.indd   1 1/30/09   9:56:25 AM

PAINTING

Production Painting
Interior • Exterior

Residential • Commercial
Tape • Bed • Texture
Acoustic Removal

432-212-1610
RENE FABIAN PANTOJA

16408

16408-KENE PANTOJA.indd   1 2/10/09   8:22:42 AM

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

CONCRETE
All types of Concrete work 

and Repair Jobs
Concrete, Stucco, Block, 

Brick, Stone.

Free Estimates
CALL DAVID LOPEZ

213-4752
or 213-1181 16397

16397-lopez.indd   1 2/13/09   8:59:36 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Michael's
Home & Bus. Repair

Carpentry, Painting, Drywall, 
Appliances & Fixtures, Minor 

Plumbing & Electrical.  Personal 
Asst./Shopper

20+ Yrs. Exp.
HOW MAY I BE OF SERVICE

(2-HR. MIN.)
432-213-2316 16402

16402-MICHAEL MADRY-2-13.indd   1 2/11/09   11:01:36 AM

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED

16519 CYC LAWN.indd   1 2/13/09   8:53:37 AM

SALON

"Stylin' Station"
Full Service Hair Salon

NAILS & MASSAGE Available

1001 E. 11th Place     267-6554
Walk-Ins Welcome

Gifts Available!! 16634

$5.00 Off

 First Set Nails (with coupon)

$5.00 Off 
First Massage (with coupon)

16634 southwest stylin-3-1-09 2x.indd   1 2/27/09   2:09:46 PM

BUS & SERV-3-1-09.indd   1 2/27/09   2:34:13 PM



8A Big Spring Herald
Sunday, March 1, 2009

Are you ready for a
challenge?NEW!

2009 Best Loser
Fat to Fitness

Spring Challenge!
We are seeking teams (of 4 people any age) ready to take part and lose weight in 

March, April and May competing to claim

“The Best Loser” Spring Title and A Grand Prize Worth
$500 - $1,000*!

1st • 2nd • 3rd
Prize

$500 to
$1,000*

If you are ready to start losing weight, sign up for
The Best Loser Spring Challenge!

We are seeking teams (of 4 people any age) ready to take part in this
fitness/lifestyle change, and compete for a Grand Prize Package!
Team fee: $40 (Only $10 per person any age). Individuals or
corporate sponsor

• Three official weigh-ins with the professional at YMCA
where your progress will be monitored and recorded.
Weight-In Dates: First March 9-13, Second, April 6-10
Third, May 11-15

• Team photos and updates will be published. Here you’ll be
able to follow along with the progress of each team, and see
how your team measures up.

• We will only provide your team’s total percentage of weight loss   
  not individuals.

• At the end of the 3-month program, the winning team will be
determined by the highest percentage of weight lost, and
receive the “Grand Prize.”

• Contest prizes determined on number of teams.

• To join the Best Loser Spring Challenge, fill out the form
below and return to us with a check or money order for $40
no later than March 6, 2009.

Questions? Call 432-263-7331. 
Ask for Rick.

The Best Loser
C/0 Big Spring Herald

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721

Sign us up for the Best Loser Challenge!

*Grand Prize Predicated on number of teams      

Mail form or drop off along with  $40 team fee to:

Sponsored by

Of Big Spring
AND

13
68

6

Team Name (Be Creative) ________________________________________________________________

Team Captain 1:_______________________________________phone:________________________

Team Member 2:_____________________________________phone:_________________________

Team Member 3:______________________________________phone:________________________

Team Member 4:______________________________________phone:________________________

Corporate Challenge

   Business Name:__________________________________________________________________

Sign us up for the Best Loser Challenge!

Team Photos must be taken at The Big Spring Herald
Prior to March 9th

FINAL PHOTO MUST BE TAKEN BY MAY 15TH

(TEAM PHOTOS MUST BE TAKEN TO QUALIFY FOR PRIZES)

16380-best loser-2-15-09.indd   1 2/13/09   6:09:56 PM
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Items for Sale
BRAND NAME Queen pillow 
top mattress set. NEW in wrap-
per Only $160. 432-664-8980.
.................................................
Cherry Sleigh Bed, Solid wood 
with mattress set. $325. 
432-664-8980.

BRAND NEW Micro fiber 
Sofa/Love seat, with Warranty. 
$550. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
BED--King mattress set, pillow 
Top w/warranty, brand new in 
plastic, $240. 432-664-8980.
FULL PILLOW Top Mattress 
set  with frame Only $175. 
432-664-8980.
.................................................
Leather Sofa and Love brand 
new has Warranty Will take 
$665. 432-664-8980.
NAME BRAND Laptops - Ab-
solutely Free! Get the Laptop 
You Deserve New! Super Thin 
- Super Fast Includes Free 
Shipping! Log In Now!
www.SuperFreeLaptop.com
ONLY SATURDAY, March 7
ONLY 9am to 1pm
American Limestone has stone 
panels, bits & pieces at low 
cost. Corner of 1st Ave. and 
Wright Ave. Southeast side of 
Air Park.

Lost and Found
FOUND 3 legged black & tan 
mixed breed dog. Found by 
Hillcrest Baptist Church. Con-
tact Pet Patrol (432)267-7387.

FOUND BLACK lab off 2183. 
Contact Pet Patrol 
(432)267-7387.

Miscellaneous
2 PROM Dresses for Sale. 
Both size 8. 1 Blue & 1 Pink. 
$100.00 each. Call 
432-466-1979.

BOAT/MOTOR/TRAILE
Reduced to $1500, 90 HP 
Johnson outboard, electric tilt, 
removable hard top, canvass 
boat/motor cover, water tube 
included. Call (432)213-8040 
for more details.

FRESH GROUND BUFFALO 
MEAT for Sale in 2 pound 
packages. Makes great bur-
gers and chili and is very 
healthy. Please call 
(432)263-8785 for more infor-
mation. Buffalos are raised lo-
cally on ranch South of Big 
Spring, TX.

On the Farm
2008 HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
Tridan (Sweet)

1- 2500 Round Bales 5x6
806-239-1942

Pets
AKC AKITAS, Big beautiful 7 
weeks old. Current on shots. 
$300.00. Parents on premises. 
Going fast. Call 432-634-0667 
or 620-8855.

FREE BLACK labs. 6 wks. old, 
no shots, male and females. 
Call 432-264-0605.

Real Estate for Rent

$380/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 30 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 
x F086.
1505 TUCSON. Remodeled 
Four bedroom, two bath, CH/A. 
$750.00 Month, $500.00 de-
posit. No HUD, No pets 
non-smokers preferred. Refer-
ences required. Call 
(432)270-3849.
1734 PURDUE 3 bdr, 2 bath, 
Fenced yard. $850/ month, 
$750/ deposit. Call after 5pm 
432-816-1255.
304-1/2 WEST 19th, 1 Bed-
room. Stove and Refrigerator 
Furnished. Small fenced yard. 
Close to HEB. $275.00 month, 
$150.00 deposit. Call 
432-267-1543.

Real Estate for Rent
Under New Ownership

New Name
TANGLEWOOD GROVE 

APTS
Efficiency, 

One- Two- Three Bedroom
(Unfurnished)

*All New Appliances & Fixtures
*Security System in Place
*FREE HS Wireless Internet
*Picnic/BBQ Area 
*Laundry & Vending Facility

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432)714-4840
(559)309-1968

Real Estate for Sale

4 BEDROOM 3 bath Foreclo-
sure Only $44,900! For Listings
800-544-6258 x S382.
BY OWNER- 3547 Sq. Ft. 
Brick-  4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 3 
living rooms,  2 car garage, 
1-1/2 acres. 8403 Gail Hwy. 
Below appraisal $179,500.00. 
432-270-4646. 
FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm, 2 
bath! Only $22,900!  Must see! 
For listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

Real Estate for Sale
BY OWNER----- 8011 Old 
Colorado  City  Hwy., Will 
Owner Finance with large 
Down. Great view, Secluded, 
County Living. Coahoma ISD. 
$115,000. Call 432-263-1792, 
816-9984.

FRONTAGE PROPERTY for 
Sale. 2.11 acres off I-20 & us 
87. Great Business Location. 
Call for more info 
(432)816-4910.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

HISTORIC HOME, 2200 sq. 
feet, half acre, center of town. 
CASH ONLY. Call 
(432)816-7321 after 7pm.

OWNER FINANCE!!! No clos-
ing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream. Call 
for listings in your area! Call 
Milton (806)790-0827.

READY TO MOVE INTO!! 
1709 SETTLES Remodeled 3 
bedroom, 2 bath, garage. New 
carpet, tile, built in appliances. 
Call (325)207-3435 or
(432)213-4152. 

OWNER FINANCE 2602 Car-
leton. 3 Bdrm, 1 bath. 
$33,000.00. Easy Terms. Call 
Mark TruStar Agent 
(512)799-4003.

OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath,  2,500 sq. ft.. 
$3,950. Down, $735. per 
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call United Agent 
(432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE- 2715 Cen-
tral Drive, Kentwood addition, 
near school. 3/2, fireplace, 
shop, fenced. $98,000.00 with 
Small Down. Payments 
$851.00 monthly. Call 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE. 2/1. Low 
monthly. Low down. 1301 Park. 
(325)277-4923.

PERFECT FOR SINGLE OR 
COUPLE Small 2 bdrm, 1 bath, 
close to college, lg. fenced 
yard, w/deck, garage, CH/A. 
Call (432)263-6887 or 
213-8220. $26,500. NO 
OWNER FINANCE.

VICTORIA HOME, 2101 Run-
nels. 3 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath.  2 
Lots, 12 foot ceilings, large 
back yard. $89,000.00. Call 
(432)816-2525.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
TIDY LADY CLEANING!!!

Experienced in home/office 
cleaning. I do my own work 
and have references. Honest, 
dependable, and hardworking. 
Please call (903)449-0963.

Vehicles

Vehicles

1984 FORD Bronco 4 WD. Re-
movable hard top. Needs 
starter repaired and battery. 
See at College Park Shopping 
Center.

2000 HONDA Civic SI Cheap! 
$300 Firm! Runs! For listings 
800-544-1092 x N237.

2006 HARLEY Davidson 
Springer Softail. Only has 
1,366 miles. Lots of extras. 
Asking $15,500. Excellent Con-
dition. Call 432-935-0358. Seri-
ous Inquiries Only!

THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY  
MARKETPLACE 

America’s Nationwide Classified Market With Over 10 Million Readers

For advertising rates and 
information on

National Classified Advertising visit: 

www.cnhi-can.com

Or Call:

Mark Weingarten
1-800-821-8139 

ext 210

The American Community Classified Network
(“AC-CAN”) accepts no liability or responsibility
for failure to insert an advertisement. The AC-
CAN accepts no liability for any error in an
advertisement, regardless of course, except for
the cost of the space actually occupied by the
error. The AC-CAN reserves the right to reject,
at its discretion, any advertisement deemed
objectionable by The AC-CAN in subject matter,
phraseology or composition, or to classify any
advertisements.

MISCELLANEOUS
BIG BEAUTIFUL
ARIZONA LOTS

Near Tucson.
$0 down $0 interest.
Starting $129/month.
Money Back Guarantee

NO Credit Check!
For FREE Recorded

Info Call Now!
(866)631-8164

Or Visit our website at:
www.sunsiteslandrush.com

DDIIRREECCTTVV
Satellite Television

FREE EQUIPMENT
FREE 4-Room Installation

FREE HD or DVR
Receiver Upgrade

Packages from $29.99/mo
Call DIRECT Sat TV

for more details
11--888888--443366--00008833

$$$HELP WANTED$$$
EARN EXTRA INCOME 

ASSEMBLING CD 
CASES FROM HOME.
CALL OUR LIVE

OPERATORS NOW!
easywork-greatpay.com
1-800-267-3944

Ext. 650
(Void in SD, ND, WI, & MD) 

**********************FFRREEEE
FFoorreecclloossuurree
LLiissttiinnggss!!
**********************More Than 400,000 
properties Nationwide!! 
LOW Down Payment
CCAALLLL TTOODDAAYY!!

880000--881177--66227722
MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS
DISH Network
**SPECIALS!**

TTTTuuuurrrrbbbbooooHHHHDDDD
The ONLY 100% HD
Package from DISH!
Get it TODAY starting
at $9.99/mo for 6 mos.

ORDER TODAY!
FREE Equipment!

CALL NOW!
1-888-383-3845
Promo Code: 31694

DDIIRREECCTTVV
FREE 4-Room System!

265+ Channels! 
Starts $29.99!

FREE HBO, Showtime, Starz!
130 HD Channels!
FFRREEEE DDVVRR//HHDD!!

No Start Up Costs!
LOCAL INSTALLERS!
880000--997733--99004444

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE

“It Pays To Read 
Big Spring Herald

Classifieds”



CL A S S I F I E D 9CBIG SPRING HERALD
Sunday, March 1, 2009

Legals

Legals

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
(REAL ESTATE)

The State of Texas
To any Sheriff or any Constable 
Within The State of Texas-Greet-
ings:
Whereas John G. Kelley on the 4th 
day of December A.D., 2008 in the 
Honorable 118th District Court of 
Howard County, Texas, in Cause 
No. S2612J11 and S2613J11, 
John G. Kelly, Plaintiff, VS. Nancy 
J. Fields Defendant recovered a 
judgment against Nancy J. Fields 
for the sum of $6,788.00 and 
$788.00 with interest from the 4th 
of December 2008 A.D., at the rate 
of five percent (10%) per annum, 
and all costs of suit.
THEREFORE, you are com-
manded that out of the property of 
said Nancy J. Fields subject to exe-
cution by laws, you cause to be 
made the sum of $6,788.00 and 

$788.00 with interest thereon from 
the 2nd day of October, 2008 A.D., 
at the rate of five percent  (10%) 
per annum, together with the sum 
of $188.00 cost of suit a each, and 
also the cost of executing this writ 
and you will forthwith execute this 
writ according to laws and the man-
dates thereof.
BY VIRTUE OF A Writ of Execution 
issued out the Court of Howard 
County, Texas, in a certain cause 
numbered: S2612J11 and 
S2613J11; Issued December 4, 
2008 A.D.; John Kelley versus 
Nancy Fields writ was delivered to 
me, as the Sheriff and directed and 
delivered, I will levied upon 7th day 
of April, 2009 A.D. at 10:00 in the 
morning at the north court house 
doors at 300 Main Big Spring, TX 
79720, of said Howard County, 
proceed to sell at public auction to 
the highest bidder, for cash in 

hand, all rights, title and interest if 
any, which defendant: had on the 
4th day of December, 2008 A.D., or 
at any time thereafter, of in and to 
the following described property.
Property Legal Description:

E/92 of LT 2& S/10 W/48 of LT2 
BK 40 Original Town IRR 0704

LT 6 BK 4 Porter 50x140 402 
BLK/Tract 40.161 Acres ACQ 
060606

LT 5 BK 38 Cole & Strayhorn 
50x140 738 BLK/Tract 380.161 
Acres ACQ 060606
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND on this 
day of December 23, 2008

Dean Restelli, Civil Investigator
Howard County Sheriff Office
Big Spring, TX 79720
Deputy Dean Restelli
432-264-2244

#6045 February 8, 15, 22 and 
March 1, 2009

Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
The Klondike Independent School 

District, in Lamesa, Texas is ac-
cepting bids for individual trades for 
the following:

Year 2009 Improvements - 
Additions and Renovations 
Phase I for Klondike ISD

Bids will be received through 
5:00p.m. local time, Thursday 
March 19th, 2009 and addressed 
to or faxed to:

Steve McLaren, Superintendent
Klondike ISD
c/o Grimes and Associates- 
CM Department
21103 FM 179
PO Box 65
Wolfforth, TX 79382

Fax: (806)863-2479
Fax: (806)963-3350

Plans and Specifications are avail-
able and may be acquired from the 
Construction Manager:

Grimes and Associates, 
Consulting Engineers, L.P.
PO Box 65
Wolfforth, TX 79382
806-863-2462
www.grimesengineering.com
If your bid does not cover the 

bid package and requirements, 
an advance notification must be 
faxed to Grimes and Associates 
two days before the stated bid 
date with all exclusions listed or 
your bid may be rejected.
It is intended to award complete bid 

packages, and breakdowns are in-
cluded only to verify that pricing for 
the complete package has been in-
cluded.
A Pre-Bid Conference will be 
changed from 10:30 a.m., local 
time, Thursday, February 26th, to 
Thursday, March 5th, 2009 @ 
10:30 a.m., local time. All inter-
ested parties should meet at the 
Superintendent’s Office, 2911 
County Road H, Lames, Texas.
The Klondike Independent School 
District Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids, 
and waive all formalities.
#6060 February 22 and March 1, 
2009

CITY OF BIG SPRING
310 Nolan Street

Big Spring, TX 79720-2657
432-264-2513

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF BIG SPRING, TEXAS, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 18 OF 
THE BIG SPRING CITY CODE BY 

AMENDING ARTICEL 3, SEC-
TION18-75 BY ADDING SUBSEC-
TION (H) DESIGNATING AND 
MAINTAINING MERRILY STREET 
AS “ONE-WAY ONLY” FROM 
CENTRAL TO THE CITY LIMITS 
IN AN EASTBOUND DIRECTION; 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE, PROVIDING FOR A PEN-
ALTY OF UP TO $200.00 UPON 
CONVICTION; AND PROVIDING 
FOR PUBLICATION.
TAMI L. DAVIS
ASSISTANT CITY SECRETARY
#6071 February 27 & March 1, 
2009

CITY OF BIG SPRING
310 Nolan Street

Big Spring, TX 79720-2657
432-264-2513

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF BIG SPRING, TEXAS, 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE CITY MANAGER TO DESIG-

NATE THE PLACEMENT OF 
STOP SIGNS ON 22ST STREET 
YIELDING TO NOLAN, CREAT-
ING A TWO WAY STOP INTER-
SECTION (RECOGNIZING THAT 
DISREGARDING SUCH A STOP 
SIGNAL IS A MISDEMEANOR OF-
FENSE UNDER STATE LAW 

PUNISHABLE BY A FINE OF UP 
TO $200.00 UPON CONVICTION); 
AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLICA-
TION.
TAMI L. DAVIS
ASSISTANT CITY SECRETARY
#6072 February 27 & March 1, 
2009

CITY OF BIG SPRING
SECTION 00020

ADVERTISEMENT AND 
INVITATION FOR BIDS

Sealed proposals addressed to 
the Honorable Mayor and City 
Commission of the City of Big 
Spring, Texas, will be received at 
the office of the Director of Public 
Works, 310 Nolan, 2nd Floor, until 
2:00 p.m. March 5, 2009. Immedi-
ately following the closing time for 
receipt of bids, proposals will be 
publicly opened and read aloud. 
Any bid received after closing time 
will be returned unopened. Bids will 
be tabulated and presented to the 
City Commission for award at a 
later date.

Improvements to the Big Spring 
Wastewater Treatment Plant in-
clude renovations to the final clari-
fier and to the trickling filter.

Bidders must submit a Cashier’s 
or Certified Check issued by a 
bank satisfactory to the Owner, or 
a Proposal Bond from a reliable 
Surety Company, payable without 
recourse to the order of the City of 
Big Spring, in an amount not less 
than five percent (5%) of the larg-
est possible bid submitted as a 

guaranty that the Bidder will enter 
into a contract and execute bonds 
in the forms provided within fifteen 
(15) days after notice of award of 
contract to him. Bids without the re-
quired check or Proposal Bond will 
not be considered.

The successful Bidder must fur-
nish a Performance Bond and a 
Payment Bond, each in the amount 
of the contract, from a Surety Com-
pany holding a permit from the 
State of Texas, to act as a Surety 
or other Surety or Sureties satisfac-
tory to the Owner. If the total bid is 
less than $25,000, Performance 
and Payment Bonds will not be re-
quired.

Bidders are expected to inspect 
the site of the work and to inform 
themselves regarding all local con-
ditions.

Information for bidders, proposal 
forms, specifications and plans are 
on file in the office of the Assistant 
City Manager, City of Big Spring, 
Texas, and at the office of Parkhill, 
Smith & Cooper, Inc., Consulting 
Engineers, 4222 85th Street, Lub-
bock, Texas, 79423.

Copies of the plans, specifica-
tions and contract documents may 
be secured at the office of Parkhill, 

Smith & Cooper, Inc., Consulting 
Engineers, 4222 85th Street, Lub-
bock, Texas 79423 (Phone 
(806)473-2200) for a price of 
Thirty-five Dollars ($35.00) for each 
set of plans and specifications. 
Upon return (of each set of docu-
ments) in good condition and within 
15 days after the bids have been 
opened, the entire deposit will be 
refunded.

Attention is called to the fact that 
there must be paid on this project 
not less than the general prevailing 
rates of wages which have been 
established by the Secretary of La-
bor.

Equal Opportunity in Employ-
ment: All qualified applicants will 
receive considerations for employ-
ment without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex ,or national origin. Bid-
ders on this work will be required to 
comply with the President’s Execu-
tive Order No. 11256, as amended. 
The requirements for bidders and 
contractors under this order are ex-
plained in the specifications.
CITY OF BIG SPRING, TEXAS
Russ McEwen, Mayor
#6066 February 23 and March 1, 
2009

Legals

Legals

Legals

Legals

CITY OF BIG SPRING
310 Nolan Street

Big Spring, TX 79720-2657
432-264-2513

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF BIG SPRING, TEXAS, 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE CITY MANAGER TO DESIG-
NATE THE PLACEMENT OF 
STOP SIGNS ON NOLAN 
STREET YIELDING TO 21ST, 
CREATING A TWO WAY STOP 

INTERSECTION (RECOGNIZING 
THAT DISREGARDING SUCH A 
STOP SIGNAL IS A MISDE-
MEANOR OFFENSE UNDER 
STATE LAW PUNISHABLE BY A 
FINE OF UP TO $200.00 UPON 
CONVICTION); AND PROVIDING 
FOR PUBLICATION.
TAMI L. DAVIS
ASSISTANT CITY SECRETARY
#6070 February 27 & March 1, 
2009

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL 
PROPERTY 

THE STATE OF TEXAS § 
COUNTY OF HOWARD § 

By virtue of a ORDER OF SALE 
issued out of the District Court of 
Howard County, Texas, pursuant to 
judgment rendered in 118th Judi-
cial District Court of Howard 
County, Texas, by the District Clerk 
of said Court, in the hereinafter 
numbered and styled suits and to 
me directed and delivered as Sher-
iff of said County, I did on the 29th
day of January, 2009, at 10:00 
a.m., levy upon and will proceed to 
sell for cash to the highest bidder 
at public auction on the 3rd day of  
March, 2009, being the first Tues-
day of said month beginning at 
10:00 o'clock a.m. on said day, at 
the North Courthouse door of said 
County, all the right, title, and inter-
est of the Defendants in such suits 
in and to the following described 
real estate levied upon as the prop-
erty of said Defendants, the same 
lying and being situated in the 
County of Howard and the State of 
Texas, towit:   

CAUSE NO.               STYLE   
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

T-4639 
Howard County, et al vs. 
Ascension Hilario 
The South half (S/2) of Lts 10 and 
11, Bk 5, Cedar Crest Addn., City 
of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas 
T-4816 

Howard County, et al vs. Isela 
Rodriquez, aka Isela M. Rodriquez, 
Individually and dba Alberto’s #2 
and Alberto’s Crystal Cafe 
Lots 5-8, Blk 106, Original Town, 
City of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas 
T-4816 

Howard County, et al vs. Howard 
County, et al vs. Isela Rodriquez, 
aka Isela M. Rodriquez, Individually 
and dba Alberto’s #2 and Alberto’s 
Crystal Cafe 
E/90' of Lt 1, Blk 13, Original Town, 
City of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas 
T-5066 

Howard County, et al vs. Gary L. 
Moore 
All of Lt 4, Bk 2, Hayden Addn., 
City of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas 
T-5180 

Howard County, et al vs. Glen S. 
Murphy  
Lts 12-20, Bk 59 Original Town of 
Forsan, Howard County, Texas    
T-5180 

Howard County, et al vs. Glen S. 
Murphy  
Lts 12-15, Bk 58, Original Town of 
Forsan, Howard County, Texas
T-5180 

Howard County, et al vs. Glen S. 
Murphy 
Lts 16-22, Bk 58, Original Town of 
Forsan, Howard County, Texas  
T-5189 

Howard County, et al vs. Luis Pena 
and Margarita Pena
Lt 10, Bk 33, Cole & Strayhorn 
Addn., City of Big Spring, Howard 
County, Texas 
T-5211 

Howard County, et al vs. Dora C. 
Velesquez aka Dora C. Velasquez 
Lt 8, Bk 8, Suburban Heights Addn, 
City of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas 
T-5369 

Howard County, et al vs. Pedro 
Jaenz and Agustina Jaenz 
Lt 17, Bk 14, Monticello Addn., City 
of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas 
T-5398 

Howard County, et al vs. R. L. 
Fields 
West Five feet (W/5') of Lt 11, and 
all of Lt 12, Bk 10, Jones Valley 
Addn, City of Big Spring, Howard 
County, Texas 
T-5494 

Howard County, et al vs. Jose An-
tonio Hernandez Rodriguez 
S/25' of Lt 4 and all of Lt 5, Bk 10, 
Wright’s Airport Addn., City of Big 
Spring, Howard County, Texas  
T-5536 

Howard County, et al vs. Roger 
Lee Edwards 
Lt 9, Bk 20, Cole & Strayhorn 
Addn., City of Big Spring, Howard 
County, Texas 
T-5537

Howard County, et al vs. Mark Ed-
wards 
Lt 8, Bk 20, Cole & Strayhorn 
Addn., City of Big Spring, Howard 
County, Texas 
T-5543 

Howard County, et al vs. Henry 
Franco 
Lt 7, Bk 1, Mountain View Addn, 
City of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas 
T-5543 

Howard County, et al vs. Henry 
Franco 
Lt 8, Bk 1, Mountain View Addn, 
City of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas 
T-5543 

Howard County, et al vs. Henry 
Franco 
Lt 9, Bk 1, Mountain View Addn, 
City of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas 
T-5543 

Howard County, et al vs. Henry 
Franco 
Lt 10, Bk 1, Mountain View Addn, 
City of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas 
T-5549 

Howard County, et al vs. Denver 
Heffington 
Lts 23 & 24, Bk 1, J. T. Price 
Addn., City of Big Spring, Howard 
County, Texas
T-5551 

Howard County, et al vs. Vickie 
Elkins Ledesma  
Lt 6, Bk 7, Monticello Addn., City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas

Said sale to be made by me to 
satisfy the judgment(s) rendered in 
the above styled and numbered 
cause(s), together with interest, 
penalties and costs of suit, and the 
proceeds of said sales to be ap-
plied to the satisfaction thereof, 
and the remainder, if any, to be ap-
plied as the law directs. Witness 
my hand this 29th day of January, 
2009. 
Stan Parker
SHERIFF OF HOWARD COUNTY, 
TEXAS 
BY: Deputy
#6021 February 8, 10, 22, and 
March 1, 2009

Dear Margo: I have
been married for 21 years
to a man who’s a member
of a cult posing as a
religion. 

It attracts a lot of rich
celebrities, but also
people who
really can’t
afford what
it costs. My
husband has
given them
tens of
thousands of
dollars over
the years. 

When my
parents died,
I paid off
$30,000 of
his credit
card debt from my
inheritance. We have a
child with a very
expensive health
problem, and because
we’re both self-employed,
we have terrible health
insurance. 

For the past three years
my hubby has not wanted
to have sex. He confessed
six years ago to going to
strip clubs, but I thought
he’d kicked the habit. 

He never says “I love
you” or displays any
affection. I have kept
myself thin and
attractive, but recently
put on 15 pounds. 

I am 49 years old and
have a lot to offer, but
feel I need to stay
married for the sake of
the kids. The youngest is
14. If you know
anything about religious
cults, you know they are
a weird bunch of money-
hungry kooks, and his
particular group badgers
him to come to “events”

and buy expensive books
and tapes. 

All of it is a crock.
They call at all hours of
the day and night. By the
way, he has an addiction
to online computer games
and plays them whenever
he is home — ignoring
the family. I’m not
getting any younger. —
Lonely

Dear Lone: Let us
make a list. On the
negative side you are
married to a man whose
“religion” requires
money he cannot afford
to give — and which does
not seem to be improving
his life. 

You have used some of
your inheritance to clean
up his credit card bills.
Your child has expensive
health care needs and
lousy insurance, but your
husband still supports his
“religion” — and strip
clubs. 

For three years (!) there
has been neither sex nor
affection. Furthermore,
he ignores the family
because he is addicted to
computer games. 

Now, on the positive
side ... well, there is no
positive side. I am not a
believer in staying
hitched, like two mules,
for the sake of the
children. 

They benefit not at all
from a loveless home
with at least one
extremely unhappy
parent, probably two.
And you are right about
not getting any younger.
— Margo, correctively 

The Dog Ate His
Homework and the
Hurricane Wrecked 

Your Romance
Dear Margo: I have

been “dating” a man for
the past three months,
and he constantly uses
his job as an excuse not
to see me: “Too busy.” 

Granted, he owns his
own business, and after
Hurricane Ike I can
understand that he has to
fix things up, but this is
ridiculous. 

We barely have any
contact at this point;
whereas, we used to at
least e-mail and talk on
the phone. Now we don’t
even have that. Am I
being stupid for staying
with him and continually
accepting his excuses and
giving him chances? —
Stupid in Houston

Dear Stu: Honey, you
are dating ... he is trying
to extricate himself. I
always look at someone’s
behavior. It is one thing
to be super-busy and
quite another to be
incommunicado. 

I would chalk this up to
experience — and not a
great one, at that. Too
bad this man could not
have handled things in a
more direct fashion. —
Margo, resignedly

Dear Margo is written
by Margo Howard, Ann
Landers’ daughter. All
letters must be sent via e-
mail to
dearmargo@creators.com.
Due to a high volume of
e-mail, not all letters will
be answered.
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
NEW YORK (AP) — 

It’s nothing against the 
Obamas. But some 
Portuguese water dog 
owners aren’t thrilled 
the breed is a front-run-
ner for the first family.

The choice could mean 
a spike in the dogs’ pop-
ularity — and that could 
mean a rise in shady 
breeders and fickle own-
ers who don’t under-
stand the dogs and even-
tually abandon them, 
owners of Portuguese 
water dogs say.

“There’s always the 
danger of something 
like that,” said Stu 
Freeman, president of 
the Portuguese Water 
Dog Club of America. 
“It’s ‘101 Dalmatians’ 
syndrome.”

After that movie came 
out, “everyone thought, 
‘aren’t they cute,’” ran 
out and bought the dogs 
and found out they were 
not quite as adorable as 
the ones in the movie, 
Freeman said.

First lady Michelle 
Obama told People mag-
azine that the family is 
looking to rescue a 
Portuguese water dog in 
April, though her press 
secretary said Thursday 
that the decision isn’t 
final. President Barack 
Obama had also men-

tioned a Labradoodle as 
an appealing choice.

“Obviously they have 
their favorites that the 
president and first lady 
have outlined before — 
with of course the 
Portuguese water dog 
being a top contender 
— but there hasn’t been 
a selection yet,” Katie 
McCormick Lelyveld 
said.

Portuguese water dogs 
were bred centuries ago 
to help fishermen along 
the Portugal coast, 
working as couriers, 
retrieving nets and div-
ing for fish.

Even before the 
Obamas, the dogs’ star 
was rising — Sen. Ted 
Kennedy has two.

In 1998, the breed 
ranked 82nd in popular-
ity, according to 
American Kennel Club 
registration statistics. 
Ten years later, they 
were ranked 62nd.

Elena Gretch, a dog 
trainer and owner of 
two Portuguese water 
dogs, attributes some of 
that to the fact that the 
dog is good for allergy 
sufferers. Malia Obama, 
10, has allergies.

Michelle Obama also 
praised the dogs’ per-
sonality and size in the 
People magazine inter-
view.

“Temperamentally 
they’re supposed to be 
pretty good,” Mrs. 
Obama said. “From the 
size perspective, they’re 
sort of middle of the 
road — it’s not small, 
but it’s not a huge dog. 
And the folks that we 
know who own them 
have raved about them. 
So that’s where we’re 
leaning.”

Gretch worries that if 
the Obamas choose the 
breed, puppy mills will 
sprout up. The dogs cost 
$1,800 to $2,500 and 
aren’t as common as 
other popular breeds. 
They’re prone to hip 
dysplasia, so finding a 
good breeder is impor-
tant, she said, and the 
dogs don’t often end up 
in shelters for adoption.

The dogs also require 
a lot of attention, groom-
ing and outdoor exer-
cise. “It’s agile, it’s a 
great swimmer, it loves 
to be outdoors,” said 
Gretch, founder of the 
pet care and training 
service It’s A Dog’s Life 
in New York City.

But Portuguese water 
dogs are usually not 
great for first time dog 
owners, said Freeman, 
because it takes experi-
ence to train them.

“These are dogs that if 
you don’t keep them 

busy, they will be busy 
and do something you 
don’t want them to do,” 
he said.

Steve Brooks, a dog 
trainer who works with 
celebrities, said he’s 
already training more 
Labradors, which may 
be the result of “Marley 
& Me.”

A f t e r  “ 1 0 1 
Dalmatians,” the shel-
ter where Daphna 
Nachminovitch worked 
was flooded with 
Dalmatians. Parents 
broke down and bought 
the puppies, she said. 
As the puppies got older 
and harder to manage, 
the kids lost interest 
and the dogs ended up 
in shelters.

The Obamas have said 
they plan to adopt from 
a shelter, something 
Nachminovitch, now 
vice president of cruelty 
investigations for 
PETA, hopes others will 
keep in mind.

“With the way the 
economy is now, animal 
shelters are seeing a 
dramatic increase in the 
number of abandoned 
animals. It’s certainly 
not a time to make more 
dogs,” she said. “We 
have plenty of dogs in 
animal shelters who 
need a home.”

 (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)

Digit is a 3-year-old Portuguese water dog from Charlotte, N.C., waiting to compete during the 133rd 
annual Westminster Kennel Club dog show at Madison Square Garden in New York. First lady Michelle 
Obama has told People magazine the family is considering getting a Portuguese water dog, possibly 
in April.

Portuguese water dog owners 
worry about the Obama effect 

Mercury and Mars come together 
and it’s goodbye, mild and friendly 
mood; hello, passion. Tempestuous 
connections are seductive. For those 
who choose to air their emotions 
there might be a positive outcome. 
Do remember, though, that words 
have power. If you are unsure of 
what you need to say, 
wait for calmer times. 

ARIES (March 
21-April 19). You are 
reticent to look back 
because you believe the 
best is yet to come. 
However, reminiscing 
about the past with a 
loved one will help keep 
the good memories alive 
and strengthen your 
bond. 

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). You’ll be applying all you 
know about creating a mood. You 
will address all of the five senses as 
you create the perfect atmosphere for 
a pleasant encounter with those you 
enjoy being around. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Gossip 
is so seductive. Everybody needs to 
feel important and one easy way to 
get there is in putting other people 
down. Recognize petty conversations 
for what they are and stay out of 
them and you’ll be successful. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). No 
need to drop hints. You know what 
you want and the best way to get it is 
just to come out and say it. People 

prefer you to deal frankly and will do 
their best to please you when you do. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll enjoy 
the game of selling. You love the 
adrenaline rush that comes when 
you present your offer and persuade 
others to take it. You are favored to 
close all kinds of deals, financial and 
otherwise. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You are 
moderate by nature, and yet there 
are some things you simply can’t do 
in small. Like love, for instance. The 
more you invest in a person, the 
more adoration you feel. Today you 
might delight in going to the 
extreme. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Many will 
be speculating on the lives of others. 
You have so much going on in your 
own life that you scarcely have the 
time to wonder or chat about the 
neighbors. You will be respected for 
staying out of it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Your 
heart yearns, though no one can tell 
this by looking at you. You project an 
air of satisfaction, as if to say your 
needs have all been taken care of. 
Dare to let one special person know 
what you long for.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You don’t have to talk about anything 
profound to make a meaningful con-
nection. In fact, trying to speak with 
great intellect and wisdom will make 
it harder for others to relate to you. 
Keep it simple and loving.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 

Your competitive spirit emerges. 
What you say to yourself inside the 
privacy of your mind about the com-
petition may not be pretty and prob-
ably shouldn’t be shared. Focus on 
doing your best with your own per-
formance.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You 
are tempted to purchase a service 
that you don’t technically need. 
Maybe the splurge is not so selfish 
after all. If it improves your mood 
and it doesn’t put anyone else out, 
then go for it. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Social 
conveniences abound. You will cap-
ture the interest of people whom you 
will also find interesting and it all 
happens without a commute. It’s all a 
sign that you are truly in the mix of 
things.

FORECAST FOR THE WEEK 
AHEAD: Mercury is a major player 
in the goings on of this zesty week. 
It’s as though the communication 
planet is bent on doing mischief as he 
mingles, stirring the action in the 
direction of high drama and 
intrigue. 

He starts by lining up with Mars. 
Suddenly the words that would usu-
ally be omitted in polite conversation 
get said, and not in hushed tones. 
Loud and proud becomes Mercury’s 
motto. For those who prefer non-con-
frontation, the conflict — though it is 
seductive — is optional. 

Next, Mercury heads over to 
Neptune’s part of the sky to cover the 

other topics that the social etiquette 
books list as taboo — namely religion 
and politics. Even if you don’t set out 
to share your beliefs, it happens acci-
dentally. 

One thing leads to another and you 
find yourself talking about ethereal 
matters and that which cannot be 
easily proven. Each person has a dif-
ferent truth, and yet they are all valid 
points of view. 

On Friday, Venus changes direc-
tion in Aries and the way we show 
that we love someone will change, 
too. New feelings may emerge, only 
to be kept private. And even for 
mature individuals, love feels sweet 
and young. 

CELEBRITY PROFILES: Academy 
Award-winning actor Javier Bardem 
delivers powerful performances in 
both Spanish and English, including 
a chilling characterization in “No 
Country for Old Men.” 

Pisces’ insatiable curiosity inspires 
actors of this sign to lose themselves 
in a role. Bardem’s natal chart has 
very little earth-sign energy so his 
Taurus girlfriend, Penelope Cruz, 
naturally makes him feel more 
grounded. 

If you would like to write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.creators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on the Holiday Mathis 
page, or you may send her a postcard in the 
mail. To find out more about Holiday Mathis 
and read her past columns, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.
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Dear Annie: My 
youngest son, “Scott,” 
recently turned 3, and I 
looked into preschool 
programs. Our local 
YMCA had a few open-
ings and I signed him 
up.

When I met with the 
woman who would be 
Scott’s teacher, I told 
her my son has spina 
bifida and has to wear 
diapers until he can gain 
enough control to be 
potty-trained. 

After explaining this 
to the teacher, she 
turned us away, saying 
Scott could not attend 
the program because of 
his disability.

Annie, I cried all the 
way home. Now I won-
der what will happen in 
August when I sign Scott 
up for the preschool pro-
gram at our local school. 
Will they turn him down 
because they have to 
change a diaper? Do 
these schools have the 
right not to accept him 
because he is disabled? 
— TRB from Illinois

Dear TRB: Each 
YMCA has its own poli-
cy, and although any 
organization that 
receives federal funding 
should not be discrimi-
nating against disabled 
children, this likely isn’t 
about his disability. 

Many preschools 
refuse to accept children 
who are not toilet-
trained because they do 
not have the facilities 
and staff to handle 
them.

We contacted Sherry 
L. Arvin, information 
and referral coordinator 
at the Spina Bifida 
Association (spinabi-
fidaassociation.org), 
who suggested you 
speak to a director at 
your YMCA about modi-
fying the preschool pro-
gram, and also contact 
your local spina bifida 
clinic to request that a 
clinic nurse meet with 
the YMCA to answer 
any questions or con-
cerns the staff may 
have. 

As for the public school 
preschool, your son 
should qualify for spe-
cial education services. 
You also can look into 
the Head Start Program 
in your area. Be your 
child’s advocate. He 
needs you.

Dear Annie: I just 
received a wedding invi-
tation. The last line 
states: “Wear something 
you love.”

What exactly does that 
mean? — Confused in 
New Hampshire

Dear Confused: It 
means wear whatever 
you like and, apparent-

ly, the bridal couple 
doesn’t care if it’s jeans, 
a ball gown or the 
Halloween costume you 
wore last October. Have 
a good time. Bring a 
camera.

Dear Annie: I have 
been married to an 
incredible woman for 
over 25 years. Our two 
sons are almost finished 
with college. Every 
aspect of our marriage 
is amazing except our 
sex life, which is worse 
than dismal. I can count 
on one hand the number 
of times we have made 
love each year of our 
marriage.

I am a very healthy 
52-year-old man with a 
strong libido. I have 
tried countless times to 
talk this issue over with 
my wife, but she clams 
up and will not partici-
pate in any discussion 
on the subject.

Annie, I’ve tried every-
thing. I am clean. I am 
in great shape. I have 
asked her until I am 
blue in the face to accom-
pany me to therapy. 
Unfortunately, she is a 
therapist and not inter-
ested.

She will not budge, 
and I know now things 
will never change. I con-
fess at times I have been 
so desperate I have 
taken comfort with pro-
fessional women. I am 
at the end of my rope, 
questioning whether I 
can remain married. I 
try to convince myself 
sex is not that impor-
tant, but my hormones 
override my objectives.

Stupid question I am 
sure, but is there any-
thing else I can do? — 
Desperate for Help in 
Massachusetts

Dear Desperate: If 
your wife has been like 
this your entire mar-
riage, one possibility is 
a hormonal imbalance. 
Naturally, this imbal-
ance feels normal to her 
so she isn’t likely to 
believe any adjustment 
is required. 

And if she is past 
menopause, it may not 
help anyway, but she 
might be more amenable 
to getting a checkup 
than to seeing a thera-
pist. We know you want 
more intimacy and your 
wife should be willing to 
deal with the problem, 
but if your marriage is 
otherwise as great as 
you say, please try to 
find a way through this.

Annie’s Mailbox is written 
by Kathy Mitchell and Marcy 
Sugar, longtime editors of the 
Ann Landers column. 
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Statistics indicate that foodborne 
illness continues to be a health issue 
in the United States. Each year, one 
in four Americans will become sick, 
one in 1,000 will become hospitalized, 
and 5,000 will die due to a foodborne 
illness.  

During a past legisla-
tive session, a statute 
was amended that al-
lowed the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health 
Services (DSHS) to re-
quire each food estab-
lishment to have one 
certified food manager.   

Recently, the Texas 
Board of Health adopted 
rules to implement this 
statute. Many of you 
have already received a letter from 
the Texas Department of State Health 
Services regarding this. Under these 
new rules, each food establishment 
permitted by the Texas Department 

of State Health Services must have 
one certified food manager. New food 
manager certificates will be valid for 
five years.  

Texas AgriLIFE Extension Ser-
vice, Howard County, is offering a 
food manager certification training 
course.  This program will be offered 
for $110 March 18-19 at Howard Coun-
ty Library, 500 S. Main Street in Big 
Spring. Cost includes training, mate-
rials and the state food manager cer-
tification examination. Registration 
deadline is March 4. 

This program is designed to not only 
prepare food service managers to pass 
the certification examination; it will 
provide valuable education regard-
ing the safe handling of food. Almost 
50 cents of every dollar Americans 
spend on food is spent on meals pre-
pared away from home. 

Therefore, careful attention to food 
safety will help keep customers safe 
and satisfied. 

Foodborne illnesses are estimated to 
cost thousands of dollars in lost wag-
es, insurance, and medical bills. With 
these statistics, knowledge of how to 
prevent foodborne illness is essential. 
The benefits of improved food safety 
include:

• Increased customer satisfaction 
• Improved relationships with health 

officials 
• Prevention of bad publicity and 

law suits due to foodborne illness 

By attending the course, foodservice 
managers will learn about:

• Identifying potentially hazardous 
foods and common errors in food han-
dling

 

• Preventing contamination and 
cross-contamination of food 

• Teaching and encouraging person-
al hygiene for employees 

• Complying with government regu-
lations 

• Maintaining clean utensils, equip-
ment and surroundings 

• Montrolling pests  

Foodborne illnesses can be prevent-
ed by following simple food safety 
practices. For more information 
about the Food Manager Certification 
Training course of the Texas AgriL-
IFE Extension Service, called “Food 
Safety: It’s Our Business,” call Kandy 
K. McWhorter at (432) 264-2237.
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WASHINGTON — Facing 
a cascade of bank failures 
depleting the deposit insur-
ance fund, federal regulators 
on Friday raised the fees paid 
by U.S. financial institutions 
and levied an emergency pre-
mium in a bid to collect $27 
billion this year.

The Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corp. now expects that 
bank failures will cost the 
insurance fund around $65 
billion through 2013, up from 

an earlier estimate of $40 bil-
lion. The bank failures, 14 al-
ready this year following 25 
last year, reflect the ravages 
of rising unemployment and 
falling home prices that have 
sent loan defaults soaring.

The FDIC board said the 
economic crisis, which has 
caused the insurance fund 
to drop to its lowest level in 
nearly a quarter-century, also 
warranted extending the plan 
to rebuild the insurance fund 

from five years to seven.
“We’re taking steps today to 

ensure that the deposit insur-
ance system remains sound,” 
FDIC Chairman Sheila Bair 
said at a meeting to vote on 
the changes. “These steps are 
necessary because banks — 
and not taxpayers — are ex-
pected to fund the system.”

But the head of the Office 
of Thrift Supervision, who 
is one of the board mem-
bers, voted against the fee in-

creases. John Reich said the 
fees would unfairly burden 
smaller banks that didn’t con-
tribute to the financial crisis 
with reckless lending.

Bair said the plan protects 
bank depositors — by safe-
guarding the fund that in-
sures regular accounts up to 
$250,000. Taxpayers also are 
protected because it likely 
means the FDIC will not have 
to go to the Treasury Depart-
ment and tap public money to 

replenish the insurance fund, 
she added.

Bair has not ruled out that 
possibility for a short-term 
loan, but said she doesn’t ex-
pect to take the more drastic 
action of using its $30 billion 
long-term credit line with the 
Treasury — something that 
has ever been done.

“Treasury exists for con-
tingencies and should not be 
relied upon for planning pur-
poses,” Bair said Friday. 

FDIC raising fees on banks, adds emergency fee 
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