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Remembering ‘the miracle’

Herald file photo/Bob Price

Today marks the one-year anniversary of the explosion at the Alon USA Big Spring Refinery that 
rocked the Crossroads area. Called “a miracle,” only a handful of people were injured in the blast. 
See related photos, page 7A.

Biddison
won’t seek
re-election
Four-term city councilman 
plans to spend time with family
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

After 12 years of service, Big Spring City Council-
man Greg Biddison announced Tuesday he won’t be 
running for re-election.

Biddison, who has served four continuous terms on 
the council as the 
District 6 repre-
sentative, said the 
decision was bit-
tersweet for him.

“My children 
are getting older. 
One is 7 years old 
and the other is 
11 years old,” said 
Biddison. “That’s having quite an impact on the 
amount of time I have available. Also, my wife has 
some health concerns, as do my parents. All of this is 
really putting a strain on the amount of time I have to 
devote to the council.

“It’s a bittersweet decision for me. On one hand, I 
think four terms is enough. I never intended to make 
a career out of serving on the city council. However, 
there are still things I’d like to see accomplished and 
things I’d like to contribute to. So it wasn’t an easy 
decision, but family has to come first.”

Biddison’s decision to sit out the May election 
didn’t go unnoticed, however, as Howard College 
Vice President Terry Hansen filed this week to run 
for the District 6 seat.

Hansen said he’s not running for the position with 
a particular agenda in mind, but felt he has experi-
ence that could benefit the city and its residents.

“I don’t have an ax to grind or anything like that,” 
said Hansen. “I just decided this was a good time 
in my life to do this. I don’t have any young kids at 
home, and I felt a lot of my experience with Howard 
College could benefit me and the city. I’ve been in-
volved in a lot of civic activities these last few years

See COUNCIL, Page 3A

  Biddison      Hansen     Ramirez

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Developing heart-healthy hab-
its for women will be the focus 
of the Go Red For Women lun-
cheon scheduled for 11:30 a.m. 
Thursday in the Dora Roberts 
Community Center.

Sponsored by Scenic Moun-
tain Medical Center, the lun-
cheon will help spotlight a 
month-long effort by the Ameri-
can Heart Association to help 
fight heart disease, the No. 1 
killer of women in the United 
States.

“The Heart Association has 

s p o n s o r e d 
this luncheon for many years,” 
said Kim Howell, marketing di-
rector and Healthy Woman co-
ordinator for SMMC. “When we 
launched our Healthy Woman 
program, we thought it would 
be a great thing to make this 
luncheon our first Healthy 

Woman monthly program.”
Traditionally, the AHA has 

sold tickets to the luncheon, but 
this year’s event is free, Howell 
said. However, persons wish-
ing to attend should contact 
her at 268-4842 for reservations. 
Almost 200 women have regis-
tered for the event as of Tues-
day afternoon, she noted.

Aside from enjoying a “heart-
healthy” lunch, attendees will 
also learn more on how to avoid 
heart disease, Howell said.

Drs. Sue Roberts and Cyn-
thia Rutledge, local family 

See HEART, Page 3A

Go Red For Women luncheon
to emphasize heart-healthy habits

Make your preparations now
for Big Spring Day in Austin

Register 
for the 

free 
luncheon 
by calling 
268-4842

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Designed to increase aware-
ness of the Crossroads area in 
the state legislature every two 
years, local residents and offi-
cials will once again converge 
on the State Capitol for Big 
Spring Day in Austin March 
25.

According to Terry Wegman, 
executive director of the Big 
Spring Economic Development 
Corporation, there are a full 
slate of activities planned for 
the day-long event.

“For those who are planning 

to take advantage 
of the bus we have 
chartered, we’ll be 
leaving from the 
east parking lot at 
Howard College’s 
Dorothy Garrett Col-
iseum at 4:30 a.m.,” 
said Wegman. “It’s 
$40 to take the bus, 

and that includes transporta-
tion to and from the capital and 
a box lunch while we’re there.

“Food and drinks on the bus 
will be the responsibility of 
those traveling, and on the way 
back we’ll be stopping off at 

Coopers Barbecue, which will 
be Dutch treat. We expect to ar-
rive back at Howard College at 
approximately 11 p.m.”

Wegman said the time at the 
State Capitol will be well spent, 
featuring a number of events to 
help highlight Big Spring and 
Howard County.

“They will read the resolution 
on the floor of the House and 
Senate proclaiming March 25 
Big Spring Day in Austin,” said 
Wegman. “Also, students from 
the Howard County School 

See AUSTIN, Page 3A

Wegman

Gregg Street renovation video on TV
Residents who were unable to attend the Texas De-

partment of Highways presentation on the pending 
renovation of Gregg Street may see it on Channel 17 
at 9 p.m. through Feb. 22. Exceptions are Monday and 
Wednesday, when city council meetings will air.

You can also access the video by going to www.my-
bigspring.com and click on Community TV on the 
left panel.
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Steers raising funds with
50-inning game Saturday

The Big Spring Steers will play a 50-inning 
intrasquad baseball game at 9 a.m. Saturday at 
Steer Park in hopes of raising funds for the booster 
club.

Admission is $1 and donations will also be accept-
ed. The concession stand will be open with all prof-
its going toward the booster club.

The Big Spring Baseball Boosters will meet at 6 
p.m. Thursday at Steer Park to discuss the 50-inning 
game as well as other business regarding the 
upcoming season. All parents of Steers baseball 
players are encouraged to attend.

Anyone with questions can call Denise Carrillo 
at 816-1685.

Meet the Lady Steers
at Friday’s softball game

An opportunity for the community to meet and 
greet the 2009 version of the Big Spring Lady Steers 
softball team will be given at the Lady Steers 
games vs. Midland Christian Friday at Lady Steer 
Park.

The junior varsity takes the field at 4 p.m. with 
the varsity playing at 5:30 p.m. 

Afterwards, the varsity will take on the Big 

Spring High School faculty in a ragball game.
Meal deals will be served for $5 apiece. 

Big Spring & Coahoma Little 
League sign-ups continue

Big Spring and Coahoma Little League baseball 
organizations have merged this year and sign-ups 
for the community have begun at the old Athletic 
Supply Store in the Big Spring Mall.

Registration will last through Saturday.  Available 
times for sign-ups are as follows:

Today through Friday: 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Cost is $60 with no raffle and parents should 

bring their child’s birth certificate with them.
A coaches meeting will be held at 2 p.m. Sunday 

at Parker-Hannifan located at the airpark.
For more information, contact Robert Smith at 

263-7331 or 263-3333.

Howard College hosting practice 
and girls basketball playoff games

Howard College is plays host to several different 
high school basketball playoff games every season 
and the 2009 version of the postseason is no differ-
ent. 

Here’s the schedule put in place so far: (All games 

listed are girls basketball).
Friday 
Rankin vs. Petersburg, 6 p.m.
Greenwood vs. Abilene Wylie, 8 p.m.

BSCGA holding annual
membership drive Sunday

The Big Spring Chicano Golf Association is hold-
ing its annual membership drive at 10 a.m. Sunday 
at the municipal golf course in Comanche Trail 
Park.

Cost is $15 to play plus a cart fee. All players must 
be registered by 9:30 a.m. 

Teams will be randomly drawn for the 4-man 
scramble format.

BSCC hosting 4-person
scramble this weekend

The Big Spring Country Club is hosting a 4-per-
son scramble tournament Saturday and Sunday 
with a 1 p.m. shotgun start both days.

Entry fee is $75 per player plus cart, although 
private carts are welcome.

Entry includes barbecue on the course both days 
and practice rounds on Friday.

The field will be flighted by first-round score.
Call the Pro Shop at 267-5354 for information.

Sports in brief

Local basketball
playoff schedule
Friday
(Girls basketball)
Forsan vs. Tahoka, 8 p.m. in 

Andrews.
Stanton vs. Smyer, 6 p.m. in 

Denver City.
Garden City vs. Paducah, 6:30 

p.m. in Post.
Sands vs. Knox City, 6:30 p.m. 

in Slaton.

Tuesday
(Boys basketball)
Big Spring vs. Canyon Randall, 

to be announced.
Sands vs. Robert Lee, 7 p.m. in 

Snyder.
Stanton vs. Wink, 7 p.m. in 

Andrews.

Herald Staff Report

ABILENE — Howard College’s 
sixth-ranked baseball team continues 
to rely on solid pitching and defense 
to remain undefeated in the early 
part of this season.

The Hawks swept a doubleheader 
from Vernon College, 6-1 and 5-1, 
Tuesday at Hunter Field in Abilene. 
The two wins make Howard 8-0 for 
the year.

The Hawks host Hutchinson College 
out of Kansas for a four-game series 

this weekend. Howard will play 
Hutchinson in a pair of doublehead-
ers Saturday and Sunday with first 
pitch coming at noon each day at 
Jack Barber Field. 

The weekend series will serve as 
the season opener for Hutchinson.

Howard sweeps Vernon, improves to 8-0

By BRANDON HALLFORD
Special to the Herald

The Big Spring Lady Steers hoped 
to open the 2009 home campaign 
with a win. 

Unfortunately, the Monahans 
Lobos had different ideas as they 
took advantage of 12 Lady Steers 
errors on their way to a 10-2 win 
Tuesday at Lady Steer field.

With the score 1-0 in Monahans’ 
favor after the first inning, the 
Lobos blew open the contest  with a 
seven-run second thanks in large 
part to several fielding miscues on 
the part of the Lady Steers.

“We are just going to have to get 
mentally tougher and stop making 
so many mistakes,” Big Spring 
Head Coach John Sparks said. “We 
are still missing a few girls that are 
on the basketball team including 
the middle of the infield. We should 
look like a totally different team 
this Friday when they are able to 
join us.”

Kenzie Hunt, who only gave up 
two earned runs on 10 hits with no 
walks and nine strikeouts, was the 
victim of the mental lapses of her 
team.

“It’s just hard to win when you 
keep giving them chances. There 
isn’t a lot that a pitcher can do if 
her defense doesn’t back her up.” 
Sparks noted.

To her credit, Hunt hung tough, 
allowing the Lobos just two runs 
over the final five innings. Big 
Spring was only able to scratch out 
a pair of Macy Briggs runs. 

Briggs was able to break through 
in the third after reaching on a 
fielders choice. She was able to 
motor around two batters later as 
Hunt singled up the middle to score 
Briggs with the Lady Steers’ first 
run of the night. 

See SOFTBALL, Page 3B

Short-handed
Lady Steers
drop opener

Courtesy photo/Alicia Bess

Big Spring Lady Steers post Cerbi Ritchey attempts to shoot over 
two Amarillo Palo Duro defenders in a Class 4A bi-district girls 
basketball playoff game at Rip Griffin Center in Lubbock. The Lady 
Steers fell to No. 7 Palo Duro, 75-33.

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

LUBBOCK — For most, the Big Spring Lady 
Steers Class 4A bi-district playoff basketball 
game at the Rip Griffin Center in Lubbock 
went as expected.

Amarillo Palo Duro’s Lady Dons dominate 
and lived up to their billing as the seventh-
ranked team in the state with a 75-33 victory.

However, for one period, the Lady Steers did 
something completely unexpected. They 
played neck and neck with the Lady Dons.

Trailing 14-0 after the first period, Big Spring 
appeared to be playing a squad completely out 
of its league. Palo Duro bumped its lead to 17-0 
seconds into the second stanza, but the Lady 
Steers finally got on the board at the 7:20 mark 
courtesy of a Bridgette Tuitt bank shot.

Big Spring then rolled off a 7-2 run, trailing 
22-9 with 5:10 to play in the first half. Palo 
Duro ended up leading 31-14 at halftime, but 
only outscored the Lady Steers, 17-14, in the 
second period. 

See LADY STEERS, Page 3B

Lady Dons
dominate
Big Spring
No. 7 Palo Duro ends
Lady Steers’ season

HERALD photo/Tony Claxton

Big Spring’s Sidney Parker attempts 
to dribble out of traffic in action from 
Feb. 17 at Steer Gym. The Steers 
clinched the third seed out of District 
4-4A with a 61-59 win over Plainview 
Tuesday.

Herald Staff Report
PLAINVIEW — Big Spring’s Steers 

left no doubt about its basketball 
playoff future Tuesday night.

The Steers used a dominant third 
period to pull out a 2-point victory, 
61-59, over the Plainview Bulldogs, 
locking up the third seed out of 
District 4-4A. 

“We didn’t want to go through the 
seeding game scenarios,” said Big 
Spring Head Coach Marcus Morris. 
“We wanted to control our own des-
tiny and not have to worry about 
anything else.”

Big Spring will face No. 12 Canyon 
Randall in the bi-district round 
Tuesday at a time and place to be 
determined. Randall finished second 
in District 3-4A with a 25-5 overall 

record. 
“I”m sure Randall will be good, but 

we’ve played some good teams and 
have beaten some good teams, noted 
Morris. “That’s the point of playing a 
tough schedule. Our kids aren’t going 
to be surprised by any of the speed or 
height. How we respond to being in 
the playoffs is the real question. 
Randall has an established program 
and have been in the playoffs before. 
It’s nothing new for them.”

Big Spring led by 1 after the first 
period, but saw Plainview rally to a 
26-22 advantage at halftime.

The Steers came out of the locker 
rooms in the third period on fire, 
though, outscoring Plainview 25-15

See STEERS, Page 2B

Steers edge Plainview, 61-59,
clinch 4-4A’s third playoff seed



• American Legion 
Post 506 will hold a fish 
fry Saturday at 3203 W. 
Highway 80. Delivery 
will be from 11 a.m. until 
1 p.m. by calling 263-
2084. Dine in from noon 
to 3 p.m. Carry-outs will 
be available.

• Due to the recent 
migration of bats at the 
Sacred Heart Church 
building, mass is being 
moved to Immaculate 
Heart of Mary on Hearn 
Street until further 
notice. These include 
3:30 p.m. confessions, 
the 5 p.m. mass and the 
11:30 a.m. mass. The 
celebration for Msgr. 
Gully is still scheduled 
for 12:45 p.m. at the 
Sacred Heart Youth 
Center.

•Coahoma alumni 
will hold an all school, 
all classes reunion 
Saturday, Aug. 1 at 
the Coahoma school 

building. Individual 
classes are encouraged 
to plan their class get-
togethers Friday night 
or Saturday night. This 
year’s reunion theme 
will highlight sports 
and former coaches 
Bernie Hagins and 
Norman Roberts will 
be honored, along with 
all former athletes and 
coaches at Coahoma 
ISD. Funds will be 
raised for the Coahoma 
Scholarship Fund as 
well. The Coahoma 
Alumni Association 
is trying to update its 

e-mail and mailing 
address lists and asks 
that you contact Patti 
Meets at pmeeks@
basin-net.net or (432) 
267-6688 with updates. 
More information will 
be shared as the reunion 
planning progresses.

• Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center’s Relay 
for Life team is selling 
cookbooks to raise funds 
for the American Cancer 
Society. The cookbooks 
can be purchased for $10 
apiece. Contact Beverly 
Grant at 268-4952 for 

Carl Grantham
Carl Grantham, 46, of Denton passed 

away Saturday, Feb. 14, 2009, at his resi-
dence. He was born Oct. 16, 1962, in Big 
Spring to Ralph David Grantham and 
Beverly Sue Dillard Grantham.

He graduated from Mayfield High 
School in Las Cruces, N.M., and earned 
a bachelor’s degree in economics with a 
minor in Spanish at New Mexico State 

University. He married Daniella “Lalla” Anderson 
in 1992 in Las Cruces, N.M. Carl was self-employed 
as a painter and home remodeler, touching many 
community members’ lives with his joyful outlook, 
his wonderful smile and his helping hands.

Carl was treasured for his belief that everyone 
and everything had value. Most important to Carl 
were his loving relationships with his sons, Ben 
and Joe, for whom he was a true hero; his wife 
Lalla; his family; and his many friends.

A memorial service will be held Friday, Feb. 20, 
2009, at 2 p.m. in the chapel of DeBerry Funeral 
Directors, 2025 W. University Dr. in Denton.

He is survived by his wife, Lalla Grantham of 
Denton; sons, Benjamin Thomas Grantham and 
Joseph Taylor Grantham, both of Denton; father, 
Ralph David Grantham of Dish; and a brother, 
David Grantham of Ponder. 

He is preceded in death by his mother, Beverly 
Sue Grantham.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial trust is being 
established. For more information, please contact 
DeBerry Funeral Directors at (940) 383-4200 or via 
e-mail at bill_deberry@hotmail.com.

Paid obituary

Benita Marquez
Benita Marquez, 78, of Big Spring 

died Monday, Feb. 16, 2009, at her resi-
dence. Vigil services will be at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at Myers & Smith Chapel. 
Funeral mass will be at 11 a.m. Thursday 
at St. Thomas Catholic Church with 
burial at Mt. Olive Memorial Park.

She was born March 10, 1930, in El 
Dorado and moved to Big spring in 

1940. She was a Catholic and a homemaker.
She is survived by her husband, Daniel Marquez 

Sr. of Big Spring; seven sons, Juan Marquez of 
Kennedy, David Marquez of San Angelo, Charlie 
Marquez of Big Spring, Andrew Marquez of 
Oklahoma, Martin Diaz of Fort Worth, Benito Diaz 
of Midland and Theodore Diaz of Amarillo; three 
daughters, Betty Muniz of Big Spring, Irene Lara 
of Lubbock and Guadalupe Ramirez of Fort Worth; 

and a number of grandchildren and great-great 
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by three sons, Daniel 
Marquez Jr., Gomezindo Diaz Jr. and Felipe Diaz.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Pay your respects online at www.myer-
sandsmith.com

James Robert Teeler
James Robert Teeler, 54, of Big Spring 

died Thursday, Feb. 12, 2009, in Odessa. 
Memorial services will be at 2 p.m. 
Saturday at Life Church.

He was born in Austin Sept. 7, 1954, 
to Donie Lee and Roy Levi Teeler. He 
moved to Big Spring in the early 1960s. 
He married Rose Marie Thixton Nov. 1, 
1980. He was employed at the Federal 

Prison Camp in Big Spring from 1987 until 2007.
He is survived by his wife, Rose Marie Teeler; 

a son, Cody Teeler and his wife, Lindy, of Buda; 
a daughter,  Elisha Marie Teeler and her fiancée, 
Jeremy Black, of Fort Worth; his father, Marvin 
“Bobby” Patterson of Big Spring; a brother, Roy 
Levi Teeler; and a half brother, Bobby Downey.

He was preceded in death by his step-brother, 
Ricky Wayne Patterson; and his mother, Donie Lee 
Patterson.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations 
to the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation, 1332 N. 
Halsted St. Suite 201, Chicago, Ill., 60642-2642.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Juan Martinez Gonzales
Juan Martinez Gonzales, 75, of Big 

Spring died Thursday, Feb. 12, 2009, 
at Scenic Mountain Medical Center.  
Memorial services will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at St. Thomas Catholic 
Church.

He was born Aug. 14, 1933, in El 
Refugio, San Luis Potosi, Mexico. He 
lived in New Mexico and worked in 

Colorado for a wild flower seed farm. He was a 
Catholic.

He is survived by one son, Juan Jose Martinez 
of Mexico; seven daughters, Mariza Martinez and 
Ana Martinez, both of Mexico, Martha Malouf and 
Griselda Martinez, both of Virginia, Rosa Martinez 
of Pennsylvania, Lourdes Martinez of Maryland 
and Elizabeth Rodriguez of Coahoma; two sisters, 
Polina Martinez of Illinois and Maria Martinez 
of Mexico; one brother, 

Anacleto Martinez Gonzales of Mexico; 18 grand-
children and two great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Edwigues, 
in 2006.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

 

James Arnold Clary
James Arnold “Jim” Clary, 78, of Stanton died 

Saturday, Feb. 14, 2009, at his residence. Memorial 
services will be held at 2 p.m. Friday, Feb. 20, 2009, 
at the Stanton Community Center. Graveside ser-
vices will be held at 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 21, 2009, 
at the Harpersville Cemetery in Breckenridge.

Arrangements are under the direction of Gilbreath 
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can 
be made at: www.npwelch.com

Judy B. Puga
Judy B. Puga, 63, of Big Spring died Wednesday, 

Feb. 18, 2009, in a local hospital. Her services are 
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home 
& Crematory of Big Spring.
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  Huge Savings
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$7,600 Customer Cash*

Stk# 2118 $24,045
MSRP $31,645

Customer Cash - $7,600

2009 Ford F-150 Super Cab

*Must Finance Thru Ford Credit

Bob Brock Ford
500 W. 4th                                           267-7424

Stk# 2118
16449

XLT Oklahoma Special

16449-bob brock-2-15.indd   1 2/18/09   9:42:57 AM

Let me help you 
with all your

Advertising needs.
Jessica Martinez

Senior Advertising Executive
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16453
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Just In Time
For Spring!

available at

Howard County Feed & Supply

16354 howard county feed-2-11.indd   1 2/11/09   9:14:45 AM

The winning numbers from Tuesday night’s 
Mega Millions drawing were: one, nine, 23, 27 
and 33. The Mega Ball number was 24.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Tuesday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 10-21-27-28-35.
Number matching five of five: 1.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Tuesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-3-7-0. 
Sum It Up: 14.

Your Local Weather
Thu

2/19

64/34
Mainly sunny. High 64F.
Winds ESE at 5 to 10
mph.

Fri
2/20

72/38
Abundant sunshine.
Highs in the low 70s and
lows in the upper 30s.

Sat
2/21

58/28
Sunny. Highs in the up-
per 50s and lows in the
upper 20s.
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BOB BROCK 
Ford Lincoln Mercury Nissan

500 W. 4th  Big Spring, Texas  1-800-288-2082 / 432-267-7424
www.bobbrockford.com

★ ★ ★  FORD TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★
2008 Ford F350 Crewcab King Ranch Powerstroke 4X4 Diesel - 
White/Gold, Only 2,200 Miles. Like New!!! We Sold It New.
Was $52,995                                                                           NOW $46,995
2008 Ford F350 Crew Cab FX4 4X4 Powerstroke Diesel - Silver w/
Leather, Fully Loaded, Local One Owner, w/54,000 Miles.
Was $34,995                                                                           NOW $31,995
2007 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Black w/Cloth, Ford Certified, 
Program Unit w/28,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $20,995
2007 Ford Ranger Supercab XLT - V-6, Automatic, Local One 
Owner w/38,000 Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $13,995
2006 Ford F250 Crew Cab Lariat Powerstroke Diesel - Black w/
Leather, Local One Owner, We Sold It New.
Was $28,995                                                                           NOW $23,995
2006 Ford F250 Crew Cab FX4 4X4 Powerstroke Diesel - White w/
Leather, One Owner, Clean Truck.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $17,995
2006 Ford F150 Supercrew Lariat 4X4 - Stone w/Leather, Fully 
Loaded, Local One Owner. We Sold It New.
Was $19,995                                                                           NOW $17,995
2006 Ford F150 Supercrew Lariat - White/Leather, Local One 
Owner w/53,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $21,995

2006 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Maroon w/Cloth, All Power, Local 
One Owner w/29,000 Miles.
Was $22,995                                                                           NOW $20,995
2005 Ford F250 Crew Cab King Ranch FX4 4X4 Powerstroke 
Diesel - Dark Copper/Tan w/Leather, Local One Owner.
Was $30,995                                                                           NOW $27,995
2005 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Grey, All Power.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $12,995

2005 Ford F150 Supercab STX 4X4 - Bright Red, Local One Owner, 
w/36,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995

16202

★ ★ ★  FORD TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★
2005 Ford Ranger XLT Supercab - Silver, Automatic, 6 Cylinder, 
Local One Owner w/39,000 Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $11,995

2004 F250 Crew Cab XLT Powerstroke Diesel - Blue/Silver, Local 
One Owner.
Was $22,995                                                                           NOW $18,995

2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - Tan w/Cloth, V-8, One Owner 
w/68,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995

2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - Gray w/Cloth, V-8, All Power, Local 
One Owner w/65,000 Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                           NOW $13,995

2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - Maroon, All Power, One Owner.
Was $12,995                                                                           NOW $10,995

2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT - White w/Cloth, V-8, Local One 
Owner, w/78,000 Miles.
Was $13,995                                                                           NOW $10,995

2004 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Arizona Beige w/Cloth, All Power, 
One Owner w/54,000 Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $13,995

2004 Ford Ranger S/C XLT - White w/Cloth, Local One Owner, 
w/62,000 Miles.
Was $13,995                                                                           NOW $11,995

2003 Ford F250 Crew Cab XL - White, 5.4 V-8.
Was $12,995                                                                           NOW $9,995

2002 Ford F250 Crew Cab XLT 4X4 7.3 Powerstroke Diesel - Local 
One Owner w/90,000 Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $13,995

2001 Ford F250 Crew Cab XLT 7.3 Powerstroke Diesel - White w/
cloth, New Transmission, 132K Miles, Local One Owner.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $12,995

★ ★ ★  CHEVROLET & GMC TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★
2007 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 L.S. Crew Cab - V8, Red w/Cloth, All 
Power, Local One Owner w/73K Miles.
Was $16,995                                                                           NOW $15,995

2007 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 L.S. Crew Cab - Blue w/Cloth, V-8, 
All Power, One Owner w/28,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $22,995

2007 Chevrolet Colorado L.S. Crew Cab - White, V-6, All Power, 
Local One Owner w/37,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                           NOW $15,995

2006 GMC Canyon Crew Cab 4X4 SLE - Red, V-6, All Power, One 
Owner w/27,415 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                           NOW $16,995

2005 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 H.D./L.S. 4X4 - White, Local One 
Owner w/36,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                           NOW $19,995

2004 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 L.S. Reg. Cab - Pewter, V-6, 
Automatic, A/C, 58K Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                           NOW $11,995

1999 GMC Sierra 1500 Ext. Cab LS - Dark Red, V-6, Local One Owner 
w/80 Miles.
Was $10,995                                                                             NOW $8,995

1992 Chevrolet S10 Reg. Cab - Teal, Nice Truck, 90K Miles.
Was $6,995                                                                              NOW $5,995

SAVE THOUSANDS

HUGE PREOWNED TRUCK SELLDOWN
Our Loss is your GAIN

★ ★ ★  DODGE TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★

2005 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab SLT - V-8, White, All Power, Local 
One Owner w/49K Miles.
Was $16,995                                                                           NOW $14,995

WE ACCEPT TAX REFUNDS AS DOWNPAYMENTS

SOLD

SOLD SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
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Herald Staff Report

CRANE — Stanton’s Lady 
Buffaloes win streak contin-
ued Friday as they routed 
Van Horn, 63-24, in a Class A 
bi-district girls basketball 
playoff game played in 
Crane.

It was the most dominating 
victory of the season for 
Stanton. The Lady Buffs had 
the game put away after the 
first period with an 18-3 start 
and led 35-8 at the break.

Rachel Fleckenstein scored 

a game-high 22 points, while 
Kesley Jones chipped in 12.

The Lady Buffs advance to 
the area round of the playoffs 
and face No. 12 Smyer at 6:30 
p.m. Friday in Post. 

Van Horn  3   5   9   7—24
Stanton 	 18 17 13 15—63

Van Horn: Florez 9, Valdez 4, 
Corrzales 3, Humpheries 2, Quintana 2, 
Gonzalez 2, Vejil 1, Martinez 1.

Stanton (16-14): Ashton Snellgrove 9, 
Kesley Jones 12, Tiffany Saucedo 3, 
Naomi Delao 1, Rachel Fleckenstein 22, 
Adrian Carrasco 3, Krista Sanchez 6, 
Bea Martinez 3, Michelle Graves 2, 
Jami Hale 2.

Free Throws: Van Horn 12-31, Stanton 

11-26. 3-Point goals: Van Horn 0, 
Stanton 6 (Snellgrove 1, Saucedo 1, 
Carrasco 1, Sanchez 2, Martinez 1). 
Total Fouls: Van Horn 20, Stanton 27. 
Foul out: Van Horn (Durbin, Florez), 
Stanton: (Jones). 

Boys basketball
Ballinger 61, 
Coahoma 54

COAHOMA — A disap-
pointing season for the 
Coahoma Bulldogs came to a 
close Tuesday with the 
Ballinger Bearcats pulling 
out a 61-54 victory in the 
District 7-2A finale for both 

squads.
Coahoma finishes 20-12 

overall, but posted just a 2-8 
record in league play.

The Bulldogs’ final game 
played out like many of their 
losses have over the course of 
the season. For three periods, 
Coahoma was in control of 
the contest, but it took just 
one poor quarter of play to 
cost the Bulldogs another vic-
tory.

Leading 48-46 after the third 
frame, the Bulldogs were out-
scored 15-6 in the final stanza, 
giving Ballinger the 7-point 

win.
Cody Sheppard led the 

Bulldogs with 16 points, while 
Isaac Garcia scored 12.

Ballinger 	 13 15 18 15—61
Coahoma 	 18 14 16   6—54

Ballinger: Kalina 2, Lopez 16, Lange 
3, Niehues 4, Travis 7, Egan 22, Pruser 
7.

Coahoma (20-12 2-8): Josh Paniagua 
4, Mikey Mendoza 4, Braiden Griffen 7, 
Lane Douglass 2, Hunter Williams 2, 
Issac Garcia 12, Jovi Paniagua 7 Cody 
Shepard 16 .

Free throws: BG 5-9, CH 3-10. 3- 
point goals: BG 6 ( Lopez 4, Lange 1, 
Pruser). CH 7 (Josh Paniagua 1, Griffen 
1, Garcia 4, Jovi Paniagua 1). Total 
fouls: BS 13, CH 13. Fouled out: None.

Area roundup: Streaking Stanton tops Van Horn

Herald Staff Report

Big Spring High School’s girls golf 
team hosted a tournament at the 
municipal golf course in Comanche 
Trail Park Friday and Saturday and 
learned one thing about its district 
— Abilene Cooper is going to be tough 
to beat.

Cooper’s top four players shot 664 
over two days, easily claiming the 
team title. The Lady Cougars also had 
three of the top four individual per-
formances with Brooke Bailey shoot-
ing 153 to claim the championship. 
Courtney Norton was second with a 
166, while Shandra Urey finished tied 
for third with a 168 alongside Pecos’ 
Tatum Windham.

Windham took home third-place 
honors after a playoff with Urey. 

Cooper was the only team to shoot 
under 700.

The Lady Steers didn’t place as a 

team after not having enough golfers 
on the course on the second day. Big 
Spring’s first-round total was a 419, 
but two of its five golfers didn’t play 
in the second round. 

Ariel Johnson posted Big Spring’s 
top score with a 187. Kate Brumley 
was second with a 198, while Cecili 
Acosta shot a 217. Analisa Levario 
and Mariah Sparkman played only on 
the first day and shot 118 and 122, 
respectively.

Big Spring’s girls will play in a two-
day tournament starting Saturday in 
Snyder. The boys will play in 
Plainview over the weekend. 

Scores
Big Spring 419-NA—NA: Ariel Johnson 

96-91—187, Kate Brumley 95-101—196, Celili 
Acosta 110-107—217, Analisa Levario 118-NA—NA, 
Mariah Sparkman 122-NA—NA, Tiffany Garcia 
92-96—188.

Abilene Cooper 333-331—664: Brooke Bailey 
77-76—153, Courney Norton 86-80—166, Shandra 
Urey 80-88—168, Megan Weber 90-87—177, 

Abbey Hill 90-94—184.
Midland Christian 274-265—739: Sara Suggs 

93-86—179, Nicki Evans 95-91—186, Rebecca 
Campbell 93-94—187, Stacie Easterwood 
93-94—187, Lauren Lacy 97-102—199.

Pecos 374-369—743: Tatum Windham 
86-82—168, Heather Matta 96-91—187, Katrina 
Hinojos 92-104—196, Samantha Sparkman 
104-94—198, Rica Pino 100-102—202, Asi Alligood 
92-89—181.

Pampa 378-366—744: Shelby Rose 91-90—181, 
Rikki Beesley 98-87—185, Shelby Wisdom 
96-92—188, Taylor Bell 93-97—190, Julie 
Schunneman 109-115—224.

Borger 377-373—750: Kelsey Sosebee 
89-87—176, Sherry Carter 92-87—179, Whitney 
Swender 96-91—187, Ashley McKinney 
100-108—208, Clarice Myers 105-110—215.

Andrews 388-383—771: Danley Hyer 
86-92—178, Whitlee Woods 93-94—187, Rebbekah 
Lambert 107-92—199, Keisha Sparks 
102-105—207, Dianna Garcia 110-115—225.

Canyon Randall 387-384—771: Eryn Austin 
93-89—182, Bailey Case 90-95—185, Kyla 
Williams 98-93—191, Chelsea Burney 
106-107—213, Ashley Zang 110-114—224.

Plainview 388-384—772: Evan Teel 91-92—183, 
Maria Alvarado 107-90—197, Cheyann Powell 
95-96—191, Miriah Gerber 95-106—211. 

Kermit 403-373—776: Danielle Rivera 

87-82—162, Lindsey Nett 98-103—201, Alex 
McLennan 111-92—203, Allison Mielul 108-98—206, 
Rachel Terry 110-101—211.

Amarillo Caprock 419-394—813: Kerrie Owens 
95-94—189, Gracie Gollihugh 104-92—197, 
Cheyanne Jones 112-95—207, Lexi Love 
108-112—220, Sarah Etheridge 113-114—227.

Lamesa 418-417—835: Natalie Tejeda 
104-108—212, Helen Anderson 106-101—207, 
Shelbi Parks 105-103—208, Audra Bartlett 
103-105—208, Kelsey Perry 109-116—225.

Levelland 435-428—863: Ashlyn Shannofelt 
97-109—206, Emily Sifuentes 106-102—208, 
Alyssa Esqueda 107-105—212, Audrey Rodriquez 
125-112—237.

Fort Stockton 467-473—940: Alexia Almendariz 
109-106—215, Bridget Gentry 107-123—230, 
Victoria Carrasco 118-125—243, Janice Jennings 
133-119—252.

Amarillo Palo Duro 513-473—986: Marissa 
Barraza 100-83—183, Marisa Sherman 
132-125—257, Savannah Smith 140-133—273, 
Summer Stephens 141-132—273.

Midland Greenwood NA-NA—NA: Madison 
Pate 94-94—188, Cali Crockett 111-111—222, 
Elizabeth Ransom 140-134—274.

San Angelo Lake View 440-NA—NA: Heidi 
Prude 110-93—203, Tamara Madrid 103-105—208, 
Skyler Christensen 120-113—233, Brandy Chappa 
115-NA—NA, Courtney Pruitt 112-NA—NA.

Abilene Cooper dominates Big Spring golf invitational

STEERS
Continued from Page 1B

and taking a 6-point advantage into 
the final stanza.

That lead held on until the 2:00 
mark, when Plainview began inching 
its way closer to the Steers. The 

Bulldogs cut the deficit to 2 with less 
than 20 seconds to play and got the 
ball back after Big Spring was called 
for traveling bringing the ball up the 
court.

The Steers played a good defensive 
sequence, though, and forced 
Plainview to take a contested three 
with seconds to play. The shot didn’t 
fall and Big Spring secured the 
rebound to seal the win.

Tyrone Clemons led the Steers with 
13 points, while Jerrell Williams 
added 12. Xavian Parnell came off the 
bench to score 12. 

“This was a big win for us,” said 
Morris. “We’re going to head into the 
playoffs looking to win. We’re not 
going to play just to play basketball. 
We’re playing to win. We’re definitely 
excited to be in and we’re looking to 
make the most of the opportunity.”

Big Spring	 10   12   25   14—61
Plainview	   9   17   15   18—59

Big Spring (11-17, 4-4): Tyrone Clemons 13, 
Jerrell Williams 12, Xavian Parnell 12, McCalister 
8, Matt Ritchey 6, Sidney Parker 8.

Plainview (13-17, 2-6): Carter 20, Jackson 14, 
Dulakis 5, Lopez 2, Jackson 3, Curry 14, Williams 
6.

3-point goals: BS (Williams 2, Clemons 3, 
McCalister), PV (Curry 2, Carter, Jackson). Free 
throws: BS 9-13, PV 17-25. Total fouls: BS 20, PV 
13. Fouled out: Ritchey.



AUSTIN 
Continued from Page 1A

Choir — made up of stu-
dents from several dif-
ferent schools in the 
area — will perform in 
the Rotunda. We’ll have 
a box lunch on the east 
grounds of the Capitol, 
as well as have a Coke 
and Blue Bell Ice Cream 
reception, followed by a 
group photo on the 
Capitol steps.”

Wegman said area resi-
dents planning to attend 
are asked to register 
ahead of time, whether 
they will be taking the 
bus or a private vehicle.

“We’re asking every-
one to register at the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of 

Commerce, regardless 
of how they are getting 
there or when they are 
leaving,” said Wegman. 
“The deadline to pay for 
a bus ticket or to order 
a box lunch is March 6. 
If you’re not taking the 
bus but want to have a 
box lunch waiting for 
you, it’s $9.”

Wegman said resi-
dents planning to attend 
are being asked to fol-
low a dress code while 
in the capitol.

“We’re asking every-
one to wear a Big Spring 
shirt and khaki pants 
or skirt,” said Wegman. 
“If you don’t already 
have one of the denim 
Big Spring shirts, you 
can order both long and 
short sleeve ones from 

the chamber office. 
They are $25 each, and 
the deadline to order 
a shirt in time for Big 
Spring Day in Austin 
will be March 2.”

Wegman said Big 
Spring Day in Austin 
is an excellent way to 
catch the attention of 
lawmakers in the Lone 
Star State and let them 

know Howard County 
residents are very inter-
ested in how state policy 
effects the Crossroads 
community.

“This is a great chance 
to see first-hand how the 
legislature works,” said 
Wegman. “They make 
the laws that effect our 
lives, day after day.”

For more informa-

tion on Big Spring Area 
Day in Austin, call Big 
Spring EDC at 264-6032 
or the Big Spring Cham-
ber at 263-7641.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com
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Daily Specials
Fish Fry Platter

2 Sides
$8.95

or
Sausage, Biscuit

& Gravy
$3.29
Each

LOS TRES MESQUITES
Mexican Food, Burgers,
Bakery & Much More

Call In Orders
Welcome

We Are Open
Mon. Thru Sun. 7-9

432-517-4298
1103 East 11th Place 15
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3
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1602 Scurry St. • (432) 267-5053

A.J. Pirkle
Agent/Owner
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P/W Pirkle/Weir Ins. Agency

CALL FOR A
COMPETITIVE QUOTE 

TODAY.

17408-pirkle-weir-2x2-10-1.indd   1 2/17/09   3:28:52 PM

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 05/03/09
16049

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288
James Robert Teeler, 54, 

died Thursday.  Memorial 
Services will be at 2 p.m. 
Saturday at Life Church.  

Juan  Martinez  
Gonzales, 75 died 
Thursday. Memorial 
Services will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at St. Thomas 
Catholic Church.  

Benita Marquez, 78, died 
Monday. Vigil Services 
will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday 
at Myers & Smith Chapel.  
Funeral Mass will be at 11 
a.m. Thursday at St. 
Thomas Catholic Church 
with burial at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park. 

HEART
Continued from Page 1A

practicioners, will 
present the program, 
“A Light-Hearted 
Approach to a Serious 
Topic.”

Thursday’s luncheon 
is the first of two major 
events this week focus-
ing on the AHA’s fight 
against heart disease. 
The organization will 
host its annual Heart 
Gala from 8 p.m. un-
til midnight Saturday 
at Big Spring Country 
Club.

Gala tickets are $20 
per individual and will 
be available at the door 
and at Thursday’s lun-
cheon.

Music, dancing and a 
live and silent auction 
will be the highlights 
of Saturday’s event.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-
7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail 
at reporter@bigspring-
herald.com

COUNCIL
Continued from Page 1A

and I just felt like I had some-
thing to offer.”

Hansen hasn’t yet drawn a 
challenger for the seat, but 
incumbent District 4 Council 
woman Gloria McDonald — 
who filed to run for re-election 
earlier this week — won’t go 
into May uncontested, as lo-
cal resident Terena Restman 
will be vying for the position 
as well.

Also this week, incumbent 
District 2 Councilman Manuel 
Ramirez Jr. filed to run for re-
election. Ramirez hasn’t yet 
drawn a challenger for the po-
sition.

According to Assistant City 
Secretary Tami Davis, would-
be candidates have until March 
9 to file their candidacy at City 
Hall to be eligible for the May 
contest.

The city of Coahoma has three 
seats — all three are at-large — 
up for election in May.

Seats held by incumbents Da-
vid Elmore, Ricky Stone and 

Mayor Bill Read, will all be up 
for grabs. According to officials 
with the city of Coahoma, the 
three incumbents have yet to 
file or indicate their intention 
to file. However, Coahoma res-
ident Jay Holt filed to run for 
one of the at-large seats Tues-
day afternoon.

In the city of Forsan, three at-
large positions will be decided 
in the May election, as incum-
bents Mary Gressett, Fred Ho-
gan and Marty Whetsel have 
all indicated they plan to run 
for re-election. No challengers 
have filed to run against the 

trio.
In the city of Stanton, an 

at-large position on the city 
council, along with the Dis-
trict 4 seat, will be up for grabs 
in May. According to officials, 
the at-large incumbent, Tom-
my Haislip, and District 4 in-
cumbent, Steven Villa, have 
filed to run for re-election and 
are currently unopposed.

Contact Staff Writer Thom-
as Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 
or by e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

The Big Spring Police Depart-
ment reported the following ac-
tivity between 7 a.m. Tuesday 
and 7 a.m. today:

• BRENT DOUGLAS, 22, of 4219 
Hamilton, was arrested Tuesday 
on a local warrant.

• THEFT was reported in the 
400 block of Birdwell Lane.

• POSSESSION OF DRUG PAR-
APHERNALIA was reported in 
the 400 block of Fourth Street.

• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING 
was reported in the 1100 block of 
11th Street.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was 
reported:

in the 1500 block of Wood.
in the 1000 block of Interstate 

Highway 20.

The Howard County Sheriff’s 
Office reported the following ac-
tivity:

Note — Officials with the How-
ard County Jail reported having 
53 inmates at the time of this re-
port.

• JUSTIN RAMIREZ, 21, was ar-
rested Tuesday by the HCSO on 
a judgment/sentence for posses-
sion of marijuana.

• JUSTIN WAYNE MEEK, 23, 
was arrested Tuesday by the 
HCSO on charges of no liability 
insurance, ride not secured by 

a safety belt and violation of a 
promise to appear.

• CLEOPHUS JOHNSON, 42, 
was arrested Tuesday by the 
HCSO on a charge of bondsman 
off bond for evading arrest or de-
tention.

• FRANK RAY SIMPSON, 36, 
was arrested Wednesday by the 
HCSO on an Attorney General 
motion for enforcement – failure 
to appear.

The Big Spring Fire Department 
and Emergency Medical Services 
reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 
3200 block of Parkway. One per-
son was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 
1400 block of Settles. One person 
was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 
1600 block of Lancaster. One per-
son was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in 
the 1900 block of N. Highway 87. 
One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in 
the 1500 block of Wood Street. 
One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 
1700 block of Jennings. One per-
son was transported to SMMC.

Police blotter

Sheriff

Fire/EMS

TODAY
• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in the 

Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third St. 

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 meets 

at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard College 

Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 
• Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Association meets 

at 5:30 p.m. in the Big Spring City Council Chambers, 307 
E. Fourth.

• League of United Latin American Citizens LULAC 
Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big Spring Area 
Chamber of Commerce. The public is invited. 

• American Legion Post 506 meets at 6 p.m. Call 263-2084 
for more information.

• Rackley-Swords 379, Vietnam Veterans of America 
meets at 7 p.m. in the Sparenburg Building, 309 S. Main 
St.

• Big Spring Masonic Lodge No. 1340 meets at 7:30 p.m. 
at 2101 Lancaster. 

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 a.m. 

until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267-
7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon at the 

Howard College Cactus Room.
• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 7:30 p.m. 

to 10:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Big Spring Shrine Club meets at 6:30 p.m. at Goliad 

and First streets for a meal with a meeting to follow.
• Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.
• Big Spring Squares. Call 267-7043 or 263-6305 for more 

information.

Bulletin Board



LADY STEERS
Continued from Page 1B

“I think once we got over our first period jitters 
and settled down, we realized that there is just five 
of them out there and that we can compete with 
them,” observed Big Spring Head Coach Mike 
Warren. “We got out and started rebounding the 
ball. We played some good basketball in the second 
half and I’m very proud of the way this team com-
peted with one of the best squads in the state.”

Palo Duro clamped down defensively on the Lady 
Steers in the second half, allowing Big Spring to 
make just three field goals in the third and fourth 
periods combined. The Lady Steers managed to 
earn some points at the free throw line in the final 
stanza as they went 11 for 14 from the charity 
stripe. 

Tuitt led Big Spring with 10 points, while Linzee 
Yarbar and Valerie Ross each added seven apiece.

Tasha Tubbs hit for a game-high 13 for Palo Duro 
with Brianna Taylor and Moneeka Carter scoring 
10 each.

The Lady Steers finish with a 9-20 record after 
going winless just a season ago. They lose no 
seniors from the group that played in the postsea-
son game. 

“We’re looking to just keep moving on up next 
season,” said Warren. “It’s like (Prinicpal Mike) 
Ritchey says at the high school, when he talks 
about us make a U-turn academically. We’re doing 
it in athletics also. I think we turned a corner this 
year. Next year, we’ll start the season with confi-
dence, where as this year we began with inexperi-
ence. I’m excited about the future.”

Big Spring	   0   14     8   11—33
Palo Duro	 14   17   22   22—75

Big Spring (9-20): Linzee Yarbar 3 1-1 7, Taylor Seaton 1 3-4 5, 

Valerie Ross 1 4-8 7, Bridgette Tuitt 3 4-7 10, Taryn Kennedy 0 1-2 1, 
Cerbi Ritchey 0 3-5 3. Totals 8 16-27 33.

Palo Duro (25-6): Brianna Taylor 4 2-4 10, Dominique Woods 4 0-0 
8, Tasha Tubbs 5 2-2 13, Jasmine Patterson 4 0-1 8, Jasmine Taylor 
4 1-1 9, Ariel Bowie 2 0-0 5, Moneeka Carter 3 2-3 10, Jalesa Glover 
3 2-3 8, Jerica Mills 0 2-4 2, Kiley Dixon 1 0-0 2. Totals 30 11-18 75.

3-point goals: BS 1 (Ross), PD 4 (Carter 2, Tubbs, Bowie). Total 
fouls: BS 17, PD 23. Fouled out: None.

SOFTBALL
Continued from Page 1B

The duo hooked up once again in the seventh 
when Briggs doubled down the left field line and 
scored when Hunt drove a ball to the center field 
fence. 

That was as close as the Lady Steers got as the 
Lobos’ relief pitcher Sabrina Marin got the final 
two outs, securing the win.

Briggs finished 2 for 3 with two runs scored, 
while Hunt had both of the Lady Steers’ RBI. 
Baylea Fox and Jillian Valle also had hits.

“I knew this was going to be tough going in,” 
Sparks said. “When you have players in positions 
they are not used to and batting in spots that they 
aren’t comfortable in, then you are going to have 
inconsistency. We will be better once we get every-

one on the field and the girls are able to play in 
places that they are more comfortable in.”

Feleena Graves claimed the win for the Lobos 
while Gabby Marquez threw four solid innings.

The Lady Steers host Midland Christian at 5:30 
p.m. Friday.

Monahans  	 170 010 1—10 10   1
Big Spring  	 001 000 1—  2   6 12

W – Feleena Graves (1-0). L – Kenzie Hunt (0-1).
2B: BS – Macy Briggs, Hunt. RBI: BS – Hunt 2.
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American Profile

Sharing her good fortune
Superstar singer Jewel has not always lived a 
charmed life. The pop-turned-country singer 
onced lived in a Volkswagen van for a period of 
time because of job loss and hardship. She now 
uses that experience to help others. Plus, the 
“No Cussing” crusade and triple onion chicken. 

By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com
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By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON — Cowboys owner 
Jerry Jones went on and on Tuesday 
emphasizing he hasn’t decided wheth-
er to keep or cut Terrell Owens.

Then, long after the subject was 
seemingly put to rest, Jones brought 
it up again — with a pretty obvious 
hint that T.O. is staying.

“You and I both know that the one 
that you’re asking about all the time, 
if I gave you the answer that you 
want to hear, then you would’ve 
already had it. So the fact you don’t 
have it ought to tell you something. It 
really should,” Jones said.

The response came in the final min-
ute of a roughly 45-minute news con-
ference called to announce that 
George Strait will headline the first-
ever event at the team’s new $1.1 bil-
lion stadium. But since this was the 
first time Jones addressed a large 
group of reporters since the Cowboys’ 

season-ending loss at Philadelphia 
back in late December, far more top-
ics came up.

The subject changed from music to 
football with a question about wheth-
er Owens will be on the roster when 
Strait takes the stage June 6. Jones 
was ready with the explanation that 
“we’re evaluating our entire roster.”

“There are several decisions on our 
roster we have to look at,” Jones said. 
“This is the time of year we do that. 
I’m not trying to be trite, but as you 
all know we’re evaluating players in 
college, we’re evaluating free agents 
and we’re evaluating our own roster. 
This is an ongoing thing, not any dif-
ferent than this time last year. ... Our 
roster is our roster. Changes to that 
are pure, pure speculation.”

When told he could end all specula-
tion by saying Owens is staying, 
Jones said he wouldn’t answer 
“because we’re not talking about the 
roster; he’s part of the roster.”

“We’ve got a lot of things we want to 
look at. Not just to Terrell, but several 
positions on the team — backup quar-
terback and some other areas,” Jones 
said. “So, again, it’s not that it’s easy 
or hard. It’s just that I’m not doing 
it.”

Jones said stories of locker-room 
drama were stirred up by media and 
insisted he’s not concerned about 
such personality clashes.

“Not at all. Not at all. Not at all. 
Period. I’m just not,” he said. “They 
are a figment of the result. You didn’t 
hear about those things when we 
were winning. You hear about those 
kinds of things when we’re losing. So 
I’m just not. And if y’all knew more 
about some of the things that you 
write about, you wouldn’t be as con-
cerned.”

The news conference covered a lot 
of other ground over the next 15 min-
utes and was winding down when 
Jones started talking about how angry 

people are about the economy. He 
then accused reporters of being angry 
that the Cowboys missed the playoffs 
after being projected to reach the 
Super Bowl. Next came an explana-
tion of why he hasn’t been talking as 
much lately, despite all sorts of sto-
ries swirling around the organiza-
tion.

“What we’re doing here is trying to 
manage that to some degree,” Jones 
said. “It has nothing to do with infor-
mation. You’re getting every bit of 
the information that you should 
have.”

He finished that thought with the 
line about the answer “you want to 
hear” and the explanation that “the 
fact you don’t have it ought to tell you 
something.”

After answering another stadium-
related question, Jones left through a 
back door.

See COWBOYS, Page 4B

Jerry Jones: No decision on TO yet... maybe

By RONALD BLUM
AP Baseball Writer

TAMPA, Fla. — Over and over, 
Alex Rodriguez blamed himself, using 
the phrase “young and stupid” as he 
tried again to explain where he went 
wrong.

“Amateur hour,” he called it.
The slugger who might someday 

become baseball’s all-time home run 
king remembered more details about 
performance-enhancing drugs 
Tuesday, saying his cousin repeated-
ly injected him from 2001-03 with a 
mysterious substance from the 
Dominican Republic.

“I didn’t think they were steroids,” 
the New York Yankees star said. 
Later, he admitted, “I knew we 
weren’t taking Tic Tacs.”

Making his second public attempt 
to explain a 2003 positive drug test 
while with Texas, baseball’s highest-
paid player described a clumsy 
scheme in which a cousin persuaded 
him to use “boli” — a substance he 
said the cousin obtained without a 
prescription and without consulting 
doctors or trainers.

Rodriguez said the cousin, whom he 
wouldn’t identify, told him it would 
cause a “dramatic energy boost.”

Yet, when asked to explain why the 
secrecy if he didn’t think it was an 
illegal substance, Rodriguez revealed 
he had a pretty good idea he was 
doing wrong.

“Look, for a week here I’ve been 
looking at people to blame,” he said, 
“and I keep looking at myself at the 
end of the day.”

Some, including Yankees radio 
broadcaster Suzyn Waldman, had 
trouble believing him.

“Do I believe that Alex Rodriguez, 
who won’t have a Snickers bar or a 
cookie, let his cousin inject him with 
something that he didn’t know what 

it was? I find that really hard to 
believe,” she told WCBS radio in New 
York, the team’s flagship station.

She wasn’t alone.
“I wonder if his cousin even exist-

ed,” Kansas City pitcher John Bale 
said. “That was my first thought. Is 
his cousin made up?”

Rodriguez’s assembled teammates 
gave him the eye, especially when he 
turned to them to apologize and offer 
thanks for their support.

Rodriguez paused for 37 seconds, 
searching for the right words. He

See A-ROD, Page 4B

“Young and stupid” A-Rod was injected by cousin



C
ampaigning in Florida 
last June as a presiden-
tial candidate, then-Sen. 
Barack Obama blasted 

the proposal of his opponent, 
Sen. John McCain, to open 
coastal areas of the United States 
to offshore drill-
ing. 
Declaring that it 

“makes no sense 
at all,” Obama 
correctly stated 
that such drill-
ing would make 
very little differ-
ence in the price 
of gasoline, and 
supported a re-
duction of fossil 
fuel use through a 
stimulus program 
that would create 
“green jobs.”

But as gasoline prices soared 
past $4 a gallon and the Repub-
licans campaigned on the issue 
of “drill here, drill now,” the 
Democratic leadership softened 
its position. 

The end result was that a 27-
year ban on drilling in coastal 
areas off the United States was 
allowed to expire.

President Obama now has 
an opportunity to reverse this 
mistake by re-instituting the 
prior protection of our coastal 
environment.

Offshore drilling has resulted 
in millions of gallons of oil spills 
and other forms of pollution. 
The expansion of offshore drill-
ing is widely seen as a threat to 
the coastal environment, as well 
as to tourism and fishing indus-

tries. It is also a misplaced prior-
ity, given the need for the de-
velopment of renewable energy, 
increased energy efficiency, and 
other solutions that will slow the 
pace of global climate change.

The way in which the ban on 
offshore drilling was allowed 
to expire offers a remarkable 
case study in the techniques of 
modern political manipulation. 
Perhaps even more striking 
is the way in which the major 
media outlets enabled this mass 
deception to succeed, by shirk-
ing their fundamental responsi-
bility to report the most relevant 
facts.

The McCain campaign took 
advantage of voters’ anger over 
rising gasoline prices with 
attack ads directly blaming 
Obama. “Gas prices — $4, $5, no 
end in sight, because some in 
Washington are still saying no to 
drilling in America,” blared one 
influential McCain TV ad.

McCain made offshore drilling 
a major issue in the campaign 
at the time. But there was no 
empirical basis for the idea that 
lifting the ban on offshore drill-
ing would significantly affect 
gasoline prices. Projections from 
the U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Energy Information Adminis-
tration (EIA) found that such 
drilling would increase world 
production by about one-fifth of 
1 percent — 20 years from now. 
The EIA concluded that this was 
too small to have any significant 
effect on oil prices.

But most Americans would 
never get this information. Of 
267 major television programs 

that mentioned the proposed 
drilling between June 16 and 
August 9, 2008, only one cited the 
EIA finding.

As a result, the McCain effort 
succeeded in shaping public 
opinion. By the end of July, 69 
percent of respondents favored 
such expanded drilling, and 
51 percent said that they be-
lieved that “federal laws that 
prohibit increased drilling for 
oil offshore or in wilderness 
areas” were a “major cause of 
the recent increase in gasoline 
prices.” The response of political 
candidates to the election-year 
pressure of misinformed public 
opinion then led to the change in 
policy.

But Barack Obama emerged 
as the winner, and he now has 
the bully pulpit as president and 
approval ratings over 80 percent. 
Gasoline prices are back down to 
$2.07 a gallon. It shouldn’t be too 
difficult for him, together with 
the Democratic congressional 
leadership, to simply explain the 
truth of the matter and re-insti-
tute the ban on offshore drilling.

If President Obama is to deliv-
er on his promise of change, he 
will have to correct a number of 
major mistakes that were based 
on the mass dissemination of 
lies — including most obviously 
the Iraq war. 

Restoring the protection of our 
coastal areas is an easy one. He 
should do it immediately.  

Mark Weisbrot is co-director 
of the Center for Economic and 
Policy Research in Washington, 
D.C.
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Call him Mr. Credibility

Clamp down on offshore drilling

Q
uoth President Obama: 
“It’s a little hard for 
me to take criticism 
from folks about this 

recovery package, after they’ve 
presided over a doubling of 
the national debt. I’m not sure 
they have a lot of 
credibility when 
it comes to fiscal 
responsibility.”

By the time you 
read this column, 
there is no know-
ing what the size 
of Obama eco-
nomic stimulus 
package will be. 
Just below $800 
billion? A little 
more? Whatever 
the price tag ends 
up being, expect it 
to be a testament to the cynicism 
of D.C. Democrats.

Not that long ago, Obama and 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
were taking potshots at Presi-
dent George W. Bush for sup-
porting deficit spending. Now 
that they’re in power, they’re 
spending money at record speed 
that Washington doesn’t have. 
And they’re still blaming the 
Republicans.

Will they ever be responsible 
for the choices they make? I 

can understand Obama talking 
about the economic ills which he 
inherited in terms of Treasury 
Secretary Timothy Geithner’s 
proposed $2.5 trillion bank bail-
out plan.

This is different. In November, 
the Obama stimulus package 
was supposed to cost about $300 
billion. Now it has more than 
doubled in size.

Sure, as Obama noted, some 
of the president’s Republican 
critics once supported big spend-
ing under George W. Bush. But 
there are high-profile Republi-
cans — think GOP 2008 nominee 
John McCain — who fought 
against excessive spending in 
the Bush years. That is, McCain 
is being true to his principles in 
dismissing the stimulus package 
as “an act of generational theft.”

As a rule, I don’t criticize mod-
erate Republicans who cut deals.

After all, it’s their job to work 
with others. But I don’t under-
stand how GOP Senators Susan 
Collins and Olympia Snowe of 
Maine and Arlen Specter can 
support a measure that grew 
from $300 billion to $838 billion.

Specter wrote in the Washing-
ton Post that he supported the 
package because America “can-
not afford not to take action.” 
No. America cannot afford a 

double-or-nothing roll of the dice 
that is sure to expand the deficit 
— the deficit Democrats used to 
lament.

Just a year ago, Pelosi was de-
manding that the Bush stimulus 
package be “timely,” “targeted” 
and “temporary.” 

Now, undaunted by the ques-
tionable results of the $168-bil-
lion Bush “booster shot,” Pelo-
si’s three-word mantra is “more, 
more, more.”

Now the idea of restraining 
spending is a joke. 

Obama countered critics of 
his over-spending recently, as 
he quipped, “What do you think 
a stimulus is? That’s the whole 
point. No, seriously. That’s the 
point.”

During a campaign debate last 
year, Obama chastised McCain’s 
plan to freeze domestic spend-
ing, when he said to McCain, 
“The problem is you’re using a 
hatchet where you need a scal-
pel.”

It turns out that when Obama 
was talking about cutting excess 
spending with a scalpel, he was 
using a shovel.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. 
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iling periods are under way for anyone 
contemplating whether they would like 
to serve as a public school trustee, coun-
cil member or mayor. There is still plen-

ty of time to think it over. The final date for fil-
ing throughout the Crossroads area in the May 9 
elections is still about a month away — Monday, 
March 9.

There are plenty of positions up for election, in-
cluding seats on the Big Spring, Forsan and Coa-
homa city councils and all of the area’s school 
boards, save for Grady and Garden City which 
elect trustees in November.

Our purpose here, however, is not to encourage 
involvement simply for the sake of having contest-
ed races.

No, as we have noted in this space many times 
and will continue to do so, the decision to seek one 
of these positions is one that should only be made 
after a lot of thought.

The men and women who serve on these boards 
help shape the future of our schools and our com-
munities. Their decisions affect each one of us in 
some way, whether it is the amount of taxes we 
pay, the services we receive or the quality of edu-
cation that our children and grandchildren get in 
the classroom.

They don’t teach, coach or put in water lines or fill 
potholes, but their decisions determine how funds 
should be allocated to accomplish those tasks.

We’ve also mentioned before — and won’t hesi-
tate to add again — that these individuals serve as 
role models for our communities and schools, rep-
resenting us not only on the boards they serve, but 
many times on a broader scale, such as regional 
service centers and councils of governments.

And finally, before deciding to seek office, a po-
tential representative of the school district or city 
must decide to work for the good of the entire com-
munity. 

They must be willing to study all sides of an is-
sue and not rush to judgment. 

Because of these responsibilities, the decision to 
seek office as a school board trustee, councilperson 
or mayor is one that should be made carefully.

Good luck in your decision.�

Consider filing
to serve your
school or city

Letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A Small Prayer

May we be gentle when speaking to others, 
Lord, and show Your love for them.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Also during the news 
conference, Jones said 
coach Wade Phillips 

will be his own defen-
sive coordinator in 2009, 
replacing Brian Stewart, 
who was fired.

Jones also spoke about 
the failure to reach an 
agreement with Dan 
Reeves. The former 
Cowboys player who 

coached Denver and 
Atlanta to the Super 
Bowl was set to join the 
team as a consultant 
before the deal fell 
through at the last min-
ute.

“I think a lot of him 
and really respect him, 

but it doesn’t surprise 
me,” Jones said. “What 
happened frankly was 
the process kind of 
evolved and it became 
apparent to me that we 
weren’t on the same 
page.”

In talking about why 
he’s optimistic for the 
upcoming season, Jones 
noted that only the 
Super Bowl champion 
Pittsburgh Steelers can 
be satisfied with how 

this past season turned 
out. He added that the 
Super Bowl-losing 
Arizona Cardinals are 
the next-most satisfied, 
then reminded they 
went 9-7 last season and 
struggled over the final 
month; that’s exactly 
what the Cowboys did, 
although Jones didn’t 
say it.

“They had a tough 
time of it their last five 
games yet they were 

almost world champi-
ons,” Jones said. “And 
so I would say to our 
fans that I’m as disap-
pointed and as resolved 
as you could ever imag-
ine to do the best job of 
putting our team on the 
field. ... The only thing 
that’s going to take the 
disappointment away is 
to win ballgames. That’s 
what we’re going to try 
to do.”
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A-ROD
Continued from Page 3B

looked side to side, blinked several 
times, bit his lip and took a sip of 
water. Only then did he finally look 
up to face captain Derek Jeter & Co.

“Thank you.”
Jeter sat with his arms crossed, 

joined in the front row by Andy 
Pettitte, Mariano Rivera and Jorge 
Posada. More than 20 players in all 
were there, along with manager Joe 
Girardi, general manager Brian 
Cashman and co-chairman Hank 
Steinbrenner.

Posada left during the question-and-
answer session as Rodriguez offered 
new details. Other players filed out 
when the news conference ended and 
quickly went to their cars without 
speaking with reporters.

“If this is Humpty Dumpty, we’ve 
got to put him back together again, to 
get back up on the wall,” Cashman 
said.

Rodriguez was the third Yankees 
player in five years to hold a drug-
related, apology-filled news confer-
ence, following Jason Giambi (2005) 
and Pettitte (last year). Cashman said 
the confessionals should serve as a 
deterrent when viewed by young 

players.
“This public bloodletting of indi-

vidual stars, the fallen stars, anybody 
who witnesses what these individu-
als have to go through after the fact, 
say, ‘You know what? I don’t want to 
be that guy. I don’t want to be in the 
chair, I don’t want to be the one — the 
poster child for the problem with the 
game, and on every newspaper across 
the country and every talk show.”

The three-time AL MVP has spent 
years denying drug use. He spoke at 
the Yankees’ spring training camp 10 
days after Sports Illustrated reported 
his name was on a list of 104 players 
who tested positive during baseball’s 
anonymous drug survey. The sub-
stances were Primobolan and testos-
terone, SI reported.

Rodriguez first admitted to using 
banned substances in an ESPN inter-
view last week. On Tuesday, his 
account varied during the news con-
ference, in which follow-up questions 
were not permitted. All questions 
were cut off after 32 minutes.

At first he said his cousin injected 
him “twice a month for about six 
months during the 2001, 2002 and 2003 
seasons.” Later he said, “That may be 
once a month, it may be three times a 
month.”

“I’m not sure what the benefit was,” 
he said. “When you take any sub-
stance or anything, especially in 

baseball, it’s half-mental and half-
physical. ... I certainly felt more ener-
gy, but it’s hard to say, hard to say.”

Signed to a $275 million, 10-year 
contract that has nine seasons left, 
Rodriguez is expected by many to 
break Barry Bonds’ home run record 
of 762, after hitting 553 already. 
Rodriguez sidestepped whether he 
thought he had cheated and whether 
he agreed with commissioner Bud 
Selig’s assessment that he had shamed 
the sport.

It wasn’t clear what exactly “boli” 
was. Doping experts said their best 
guesses were Primobolan, Dianabol 
or Boldenone.

Mets closer Francisco Rodriguez 
said substances that are illegal in the 
United States are easily available 
over the counter in Latin American 
countries, such as Venezuela (where 
K-Rod is from) and the Dominican 
Republic.

“You have to be careful. But at the 
same time, you’re not stupid. You 
know what you’re going to buy and 
what you’re not going to. It’s a reali-
ty,” he said.

Milton Pinedo, president of the 
Dominican Federation of Sports 
Medicine, said Primobolan could not 
be sold in pharmacies in the 
Dominican Republic and would have 
had to have been bought on the black 
market.

Rodriguez also said that during the 
early years of his career in Seattle, he 
had used the stimulant “Ripped Fuel,” 
which contained ephedra. That sub-
stance was restricted to prescription 
sales by the U.S. government in 2004 
and classified as a banned drug of 
abuse by baseball in 2005.

Girardi said that although Rodriguez 
had not apologized to him personally 
during a half-dozen conversations in 
the past 10 days, no apology was need-
ed.

“I saw tears in his eyes. I saw 
remorse. I think he was disappointed 
that it’s come to this,” Girardi said.

Cashman said he thought Rodriguez 
was in enough mental anguish that 
he would consider him the same as 
players rehabilitating physical inju-
ries, such as Rivera, Posada and 
Hideki Matsui.

“This thing is not dying,” Cashman 
said. “The story is going to be with 
him for a long time. It will be with 
him forever.”

AP Baseball Writer Mike Fitzpatrick 
in Port St. Lucie, Fla., AP Sports 
Writers Eddie Pells and Travis Reed, 
AP freelance writers Mark Didtler, 
Alan Eskew in Surprise, Ariz., and 
Dionisio Soldevila in Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic, contributed to 
this report.

To submit
a sports
item or

brief, call
263-7331,
ext. 237.
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The Forsan Band 
brought home a school 
record for medals at solo 
and ensemble contest. 
The band won 56 med-
als at Monahans last 
Saturday. Directors are 
Jim Rhodes and Misty 
Hoelscher.

National Honor So-
ciety inducted 16 new 
members Thursday 
night. Those inducted 
were Evan Burton, Jef-
fery Carey, Aric Denton, 
Shaina Dunnam, Ryan 
Flores, Monica Garza, 
Nathan Henley, Ma-
rio Hernandez, Aaron 
Johnson, Claudia Jones, 
Shelby Jones, Amanda 
Longorio, Shelby Mc-
Donald, Laura Spence, 
Michael Steelman and 
Kody Willis.

NHS officers for 2008 
-2009 are Stephanie Wil-
liams, president; Char-
lene Stanley, vice presi-
dent; Alex Huckabee , 
secretary; and  Jeremy 
Robbins, treasurer.

Student Council Ran-
dom Act of Kindness 
winners for the week 
were Mario Hernandez, 
Kelly McNew, Michael 
Steelman, Luis Munoz 
and Gabby Womack. 
Teachers recommended 
those they saw helping 
others and a random 
drawing was held.

The council also rec-
ognized Mrs. Patterson 
and secretary Debbie 
Burton for their kind-
ness to everyone. 

The student council 
also recognized teachers 
with a thank you note 
and homemade cookies.

Junior high teams fin-
ished their basketball 
season Monday night 
against Stanton.

Basketball Playoff 
shirts are on sale for $20 
with a picture of the ad-
vancing Buffalo teams. 
Both teams advanced 
out of district with a 
first-place finish. Forsan 
Lady Buffs had a prac-
tice game Monday in 
Crane and the boys will 
play a practice game 
Thursday at Abilene 
Wylie.

The softball team will 
play a tournament in 
Abilene next weekend 
and varsity boys base-
ball scrimmaged Coa-
homa Tuesday.

Monday, was a school 
holiday and new six 
weeks began Feb. 17.

Buffalo
Tales
News from Forsan 
ISD public schools

Special to the Herald

The Big Spring High 
School Speech and Debate 
team recently took top hon-
ors at the San Angelo Cen-
tral Bobcat Classic Speech 
Tournament.

At the tournament, the 
team outpaced teams such 
as Abilene Cooper, Perm-
ian, Midland and Odessa to 
win the first place sweep-
stakes award. 

“This is a big win for 
us,” said Jennifer Adams, 
BSHS speech coach. “We 
have so many new students 
who are finally getting 

their feet under 
them. To win a 
sweepstakes is 
a huge accom-
plishment and 
one we hope to 
build on.”

The debate 
team led the 
way for the 

fourth consecutive week in  
a new event, Public Forum 
Debate.  

The team swept the event, 
placing first with Carlita 
Green and Bianca Mancha, 
second with Pete Cova-
rrubias and Katie Cooper, 
third with Blake Brorman 

and Opal Gonzales and 
fourth with Tad Loftis and 
Jessica Rubio.

Rubio and Loftis placed 
third and sixth, respec-
tively in Foreign Extem-
poraneous Speaking, while 
Green, Andrew Lewis, Lof-
tis and Cooper placed first, 
third, fourth and fifth, re-
spectively, in Original Or-
atory.  

Lewis also made the quar-
terfinals of Lincoln-Doug-
las Debate.

Eric Valle brought home 
the gold in Humorous In-
terpretation and second in 
Prose Interpretation, while 

Loftis continued his solid 
day with a third place fin-
ish in Humorous Interpre-
tation.  The team of Will 
Cross and Josh Wilson 
placed first in Duet Inter-
pretation and fifth in Duo 
Interpretation.

Also placing for the team 
were Rubio, first in Im-
promptu; Cross, second in 
Impromptu;  and Green, 
eighth in Poetry Interpre-
tation.

This isn’t the first time 
that the Steers won the title 
at this tournament; previ-
ous wins came in 2002, 2004 
and 2005.  

BSHS Speech Team sweeps Central Tournament

Adams

Fish fry set Saturday
• American Legion Post 506 will hold 

a fish fry Saturday at 3203 W. Highway 
80. Delivery will be from 11 a.m. until 
1 p.m. by calling 263-2084. Dine in from 
noon to 3 p.m. Carry-outs will be avail-
able.

Coahoma reunion planned
• Coahoma alumni will hold an all 

school, all classes reunion Saturday, 
Aug. 1 at the Coahoma school build-
ing. Individual classes are encour-
aged to plan their class get-togethers 
Friday night or Saturday night. The 
Coahoma Alumni Association is try-
ing to update its e-mail and mailing 
address lists and asks that you contact 
Patti Meets at pmeeks@basin-net.net 
or (432) 267-6688 with updates. More 
information will be shared as the re-
union planning progresses.
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Announcements

FUN IN The Air Inflatable 
Games out of Abilene, is NOW 
servicing your area. 

Visit 
www.funintheair

inflatables.vpweb.com
(325)232-6647

I AM trying to locate a lady 
whose friend was in Cov. Med. 
Ctr. in Lubbock around 
Apr.-May of last year and seen 
by Dr. H.S. If you remember 
me and are free, please call 
me. I have thought of you of-
ten. 806-239-8565. P.S. I think 
you work in the News Field.

Cemetery Lots
2 CEMETERY plots in Trinity 
Memorial Park for sale. Call 
Linda Kiser at 903-399-2766 or 
903-687-3164.

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE: Saturday 8-2, 
903 Highland Drive. Recliners, 
speakers, computer games, 
electric kitchen ware, vase, pic-
tures, clothes, shoes and much 
more.

Help Wanted
CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Police Officer - Certified

Jailer 
Water Treatment 
Plant Operator

Cemetery Maintenance Worker
Administrative Secretary

Part Time Cook
Human Resources Technician

Equal Opportunity 
Employer

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

EXTRA MONEY- Work 
5:00a.m.-7:30a.m. at Jack & Jill 
Child Care. Later hours also 
available. Apply in person at 
1708 Nolan.

Help Wanted
EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Wanted 
You will work on a variety of 
print related projects from lo-
gos, branding, packaging, 
POS, advertisements, sales 
presentations, large banner 
graphics, magazine design and 
much more? The ideal candi-
date will have at least 2-3 
years of experience in graphic 
design and have a strong com-
mand of Adobe Programs. 
To apply please visit us online 
at www.themediaco.net or 
email your resume to 
brian@themediaco.net or call 
432-599-8018.

INDEPENDENT OIL and Gas 
Contractor are looking for reli-
able/dependable employees to 
work in the Big Spring and 
Colorado city area. We are in 
need of 2-Roustabouts, 
1-Driller and 2-Helpers. CDL 
and H2S certification is a nec-
essary. Pre-employment drug 
test required. You must be able 
to work independently with 
minimal supervision, have 
good origination and communi-
cation skills. We offer competi-
tive pay (DOE), insurance, paid 
life insurance, 401K after 1 
year. Standard holiday pay. 
40-60 hrs. a week. Please 
send resume to: P.O. Box 
52508, Midland, TX. 
79710-2508.

LOCAL OIL Company is seek-
ing an experienced lease op-
erator to oversee deep wells 
around the Big Spring area. 
Minimum 5 years experience. 
Must pass Pre-Employment 
Drug Screen and have clear 
Motor Vehicle Report. Please 
inquire at 401 NE Broadway, 
Coahoma.

NEED GRAPHIC Designer/
Office help. Mature & responsi-
ble person. Apply @ 217 E. 
3rd.

Help Wanted
NEED WAREHOUSE help & 
delivery. Apply @ 217 E. 3rd.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING full time/ part 
time employees at WES-T-GO.  
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

NOW HIRING Mental Health 
Aide. 4pm-Midnight shift. Come 
by 2607 Chanute and pick up 
application.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now seeking a 
full time 10/6 Charge Nurse. 
This position will offer retire-
ment, paid vacation, health in-
surance bonus, great starting 
pay and a friendly working en-
vironment. Stop by or fill out an 
application online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net
3200 Parkway
432.263.4041.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

POSITION OPEN for full-time 
LVN. Benefits include vacation, 
sick, holidays, insurance. Con-
tact Stephanie Potter, RN 
DON. Valley Fair Lodge, 
(325)728-2634.

POST OFFICE Hiring Nation-
ally! Avg. pay $20/hr, $57K/yr 
including Federal Benefits, 
OT. Optional fee-based test 
prep materials, not affiliated 
with the US Postal Service. 
1-866-795-4058.

WESTEX AUTO Parts is now 
hiring for a parts puller/dis-
mantler. Must have own tools. 
Please apply at 1511 Highway 
350 in Big Spring.

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
BRAND NAME Queen pillow 
top mattress set. NEW in wrap-
per Only $160. 432-664-8980.
.................................................
Cherry Sleigh Bed, Solid wood 
with mattress set. $325. 
432-664-8980.

BRAND NEW Micro fiber 
Sofa/Love seat, with Warranty. 
$550. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
BED--King mattress set, pillow 
Top w/warranty, brand new in 
plastic, $240. 432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $295.00 Full Cord 
& $160.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

FULL PILLOW Top Mattress 
set  with frame Only $175. 
432-664-8980.
.................................................
Leather Sofa and Love brand 
new has Warranty Will take 
$665. 432-664-8980.

Miscellaneous
2005 HARLEY Roadking only 
1,100 miles. Immaculate condi-
tion $13,500 OBO. 2005 See-
Doo Jet Ski with trailer, $5500 
OBO. Great condition, call 
432-816-8980. 

BRAND NEW CHERRY ped-
estal dining table, chairs, 
lighted china cabinet, $990. 
806-549-3110...........................
CHERRY 6-pc dining table & 
chairs with leaf. Still in box from 
factory. $390. 806-549-3110.....

On the Farm
2008 HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
Tridan (Sweet)

1- 2500 Round Bales 5x6
806-239-1942

Pets
FREE TO good home. Female 
White/Tan Cairn-Poo. Good 
family pet. Good with children. 
Housebroken- Spayed- 
micro-chipped. (432)816-9591.

FULL BLOOD Blood Hound 
Puppies. $400.00. each. Call 
for info. (432)466-3737.

Real Estate for Rent

VALENTINES SPECIAL!!
$100. off 1st month rent!

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2  Bdrm $395 month

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

Real Estate for Rent

$380/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 30 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 
x F086.

14X80 MOBILE Home 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, CH/A. Forsan 
School District. Water fur-
nished, electrical only utility. 
Call (432)267-1180 or 
816-4644.

1734 PURDUE 3 bdr, 2 bath, 
Fenced yard. $850/ month, 
$750/ deposit. Call after 5pm 
432-816-1255.

RENT or SALE 2607 Carleton, 
3 bedroom, 2 bath, CH/A. 
$650.00 month plus deposit. 
Call (432)263-6997.

602 N Avenue G, Forsan. Nice 
3/2 doublewide. Fireplace, ap-
pliances, fenced backyard, 
central heat. No HUD or inside 
pets. $500. month, $500. de-
posit. (432)264-1616 
(432)466-9846.

We are currently seeking a Sales Executive in the Big 
Spring area. It is an honor to care for our employees & to 

packages, supportive work environment, tuition assistance 
and online CE courses. Opportunities for advancement are 
offered to all who work hard with a great attitude. Happi-
ness & joy are cornerstones of our workplace.

15871

We are currently seeking a RN in the Big Spring area. It is 
an honor to care for our employees & to serve our patients. 

-
ive work environment, tuition assistance and online CE 
courses. Opportunities for advancement are offered to all 
who work hard with a great attitude. Happiness & joy are 
cornerstones of our workplace.
Prefer an RN with 1 year experience.

16329
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TexSCAN Week of                   
February 15, 2009

AUCTIONS
FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION Texas
S t a t ew i d e  5 00+  Home s  mu s t  b e  s o l d !
Reduced,  f ree  brochure 1-800-655-5078,
www.USHomeAuction.com

AUTOS 
$500! POLICE IMPOUNDS & Repos! 1998
Honda Civic $800! 1992 Toyota Celica $400! 1999
Chevy S-10 Low-rider $950! Cars from $500! Fee
for listings, 1-800-544-1092 ext. 7883

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
100% RECESSION PROOF! Do you earn
$800 in a day? Your own local candy route. 25
machines and candy. All for $9,995. 1-888-625-
5481. Multi Vend, LLC.

DRIVERS
CDL-A DRIVERS: EXPANDING Fleet offering 
Regional/OTR runs. Outstanding pay package.
Excellent bene ts. Generous hometime. $300 lease 
special on Volvos. National Carriers,  1-888-707-
7729, www.nationalcarriers.com

DRIVER: JOIN PTL today! Company Driv-
ers-Earn up to 38¢ cpm. 1/2 cpm increase every
60K miles. Average 2,800 miles/week. CDL-A
required. www.ptl-inc.com 1-877-740-6262.

DRIVERS - CDL-A TEAMS - Dedicated run for 
experienced drivers, hazmat endorsement, good
home time stable family owned 35 + years. Andrus 
Transportation, Call 1-800-888-5838 Ext. 1402

EXAM / PREP
POST OFFICE HIRING Nationally! Average pay 
$20/hr, $57K/yr, including Federal bene  ts, OT
optional fee-based test, prep materials, not af  liated 
with the US Postal Service. 1-866-533-5973

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
SAWMILLS FROM ONLY  $2,990.00. Convert
your logs to valuable lumber with your own
Norwood portable band sawmill. Log skidders
also available. norwoodsawmills.com/300n. Free
information: 1-800-578-1363, Ext300-N.

HOMES FOR SALE
FORECLOSURES & BANK REPOS! 5BR/3BA
$17,275 or $235/month! 4BR/2BA $10,100 or
$199/month! (5% down, 30 years, buy@8%)
These  Homes won`t last! Fee for listings call
1-800-544-6258 Ext. 9847

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION Texas
S t a t ew i d e  5 00+  Home s  mu s t  b e  s o l d !
Reduced,  f ree  brochure 1-800-655-5078,
www.USHomeAuction.com

MISCELLANEOUS
AIRLINES ARE HIRING, Train for high paying
aviation maintenance career. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if quali ed. Housing available. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-888-349-5387.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers, Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-866-
858-2121, www.CenturaOnline.com

REAL ESTATE
ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake Medina/
Bandera 1/4 acre tract, central W/S/E, RV/motor
home/house, OK only $830 down $235 month
(12.91%/10yr), Guaranteed nancing, More infor-
mation call 1-830-460-8354

GRAND LAKE HOMESITES from $29,900
1-877-909-5253, ext. 4935

OWNER SACRIFICE MUST sell quickly! 1 acre with
lake access on 44,752 acre lake for only $19,900! Owner
nance, won’t last, call now. 1-888-316-5253.

PAINT MARE RANCH #20, southwest Texas
near Sanderson, 132.65 acres, $295 per acre.
White tail hunting. Owner nancing or TX Vet.
Ranch Enterprises, 1-866-286-0199.

TEXAS & OLD MEXICO: Affordable hunting
& fishing property. 100 acres for $79,000 with
10% down & no credit check. All sizes available
up to 20,000 acres. Call 1-877-77-BIGLAND
(1-877-772-4452)

20 ACRES, BEAUTIFUL Hunt, Texas near MO 
Ranch. Paved county road, electricity. Views, oaks, 
native, exotic game. $5500/acre 1-830-257-5572. 
www.hillcountryranches.com

71.91 ACRES, SOUTH of Tucumcari. Electric-
ity, beautiful mesa views, proven water. Retire-
ment/investment property. $745/acre, long term,
owner nacining. Toll free 1-877-797-2624. www.
newmexranches.com

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDING SALE- Low as $3.89/SF.
Commercial 30 Year Warranty. Church Family
Life Centers. Garages, Warehouses, Mini-Stor-
age, Factory Erection. Field service from our
representative 1(800)720-6857.

To Order: Call This Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service at

1-800-749-4793 Today!

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad .................$450

303 Newspapers, 1,017,914 Circulation
North Region Only ........$195

98 Newspapers, 276,893 Circulation
South Region Only .......$195

103 Newspapers, 488,623 Circulation
West Region Only .........$195

102 Newspapers, 252,398 Circulation

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

RREENNTTEEDD
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State of the City Address
by Mayor Russ McEwen

Community Luncheon
Tuesday, February 24, 2009

Dora Roberts Community Center Ballroom
Catered by Great Western Dining             Serving Line to start at 11:30 am

Tickets: $12.00 per person

Tickets may be purchased at the Chamber Office, 215 W. 3rd
or call 263-7641 by February 20, 2009

Tickets will NOT be available at the door
Attention Rotarians: Please let us know you are a Rotarian when you call in your RSVP

Menu:
Your choice of

Chicken Fried Steak with all the fixings or Sausage Jambalaya

16444
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

The Big Spring Herald’s Online Photo Contest
Submit Your Favorite Photo
By the 25th of Each Month.

Send To advertising@bigspringherald.com
visit bigspringherald.com

17847

MORTGAGE ASSISTANCE?

Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm, Sat 10:00-4:00 PST.
Call Toll Free 877-817-7858

Get A FREE Case Evaluation With No Obligation!

The Federal Governemnet has called on lenders, servicers, and banks 
to assist homeowners. This is a tremendous benefit for borrowers 
seeking to lower their payment and lower their interest rate and even 
reduce the principal balance. This restructuring is designed to keep 
homeowners in their home by customizing a loan payment to fit their 
budget with their existing lender.

15
55

8 1211 Scurry  • 432-264-6094
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 - 5:30

8:30 - 12:00 Every 1st & 3rd. Saturday
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M
ore books 
on CD 
have ar-
rived. 

Please check the New 
Book Binder at the 
front desk 
for a com-
plete list 
of new 
items.

 All of 
these are 
books on 
CD; just 
look for 
them in 
the BOCD 
area:  
“Blood 
Memory” and  “Dead 
Sleep” are by Greg Iles; 
Stuart Woods wrote 
“The Prince of Bev-
erly Hills” and “New 

York Dead;” J.D. Robb 
(aka Nora Roberts) 
AUCDs are “Immortal 
in Death” and “Cer-
emony in Death;” and 
finally, Dean Koontz’s 
“Midnight” is ready for 
listening.

Anna Nicole Smith 
lived her life surround-
ed by photographers 
intent upon recording 
every foible and flaw. 
Tragically dying of an 
overdose of prescrip-
tion pills, her life 
doesn’t stand up very 
well to intense scru-
tiny and Rita Cosby’s 
biography “Blonde 
Ambition: Untold Story 
Behind Anna Nicole 
Smith’s Death” (B SMI 
A) is rather voyeuristic 
and simple in nature. 

Another person who 
suffers from a tarnished 
reputation is Roman 
Polanski. Growing up 
in Krakow, Poland, 
Polanski developed his 
cinematic career by di-
recting several classic 
movies — Rosemary’s 
Baby, Chinatown and 
The Pianist.  

His wife, Sharon Tate, 
was murdered by the 
Manson Family. All in 
all, his life has not been 
a smooth ride. “Polan-
ski: A Biography” (B 
POL R) by Christopher 
Sandford, is a meticu-
lously researched biog-
raphy of an important 
director in modern 
cinema.

Willie Nelson has writ-
ten a Western (imagine 
that!). “A Tale Out of 
Luck” is the story  of re-
tired Texas Ranger Cap-
tain Hank Tomlinson 
who had hoped to spend 
his retirement raising 
cattle on his ranch.  He 
is dragged back into 
the law business when 
an itinerant drifter is 
found murdered and 
scalped. 

It is a crooked web of 
crime, deception and 
murder that Tomlinson 
must unravel. 

Another Western is in: 
“The Jackleg Sheriff” 
by Luke Short Jr. is the 
story of Deputy Sheriff 
Royal Ballou and his 
struggle to return the 
town of Jacob’s Well 
to a law-abiding town. 
Question: what does 
“jackleg” mean? From  

the American Heritage 
Dictionary, it is a term 
used chiefly in the 
south. It means a per-
son who lacks skill or 
training, incompetent. 
Secondary meaning is 
unscrupulous or dis-
honest.

Would you like to 
read a thinly disguised 
account of Laura and 
George Bush’s life? 
“American Wife”  (F 
SIT C) by Curtis Sit-
tenfeld appears to me 
to be (on the surface) 
the life of the Bushs. 
Alice is a serious, quiet 
school librarian while 
Charlie Blackwell is 
a brash, loud son of a 
leading Republican and 
they live in Wisconsin. 
From a review in Book-
marks, Sittenfeld does 
ask provocative ques-
tions about marriage, 
loyalty and responsibil-
ity. But many review-
ers couldn’t fundamen-
tally understand why 
the very decent Alice 
had supported her hus-
band despite her doubts 
about his capabilities. 
Sittenfeld’s pat, unsat-
isfactory answer is that 
Alice leads a life “in 
opposition.” That, com-
bined with the author’s 
obvious contempt for 
Charlie, brought the 
reviews down a notch. 
Still, there’s nothing as 
titillating as a look, al-
beit fictional, inside the 
White House. 

From Haywood Smith 
comes “Wedding 
Belles” (F SMI H), a 
story straight from the 
deep south, Atlanta to 
be precise.

It is a homage to 
southern women and 
life. You may have read 

her previous books, 
“The Red Hat Club” and 
“Return of the Red Hat 
Club.” They are both 
very funny. They are a 
combination of the Ya-
Ya Sisters and normal 
people who love their 
friends and family. 
This is a neat book.

Here are a couple of 
totally different myster-
ies — one takes place 
in Minnesota and the 
other in Australia.  The 
Minnesota mystery 
by Monica Ferris is 
“Thai Die” (M FER M) 
It plunges Betsy Devon-
shire, the proprietor of 
Crewel World in Excel-
sior, into danger. 

Among the many sou-
venirs Betsy’s friend 
Doris Valentine brings 
home from a Thailand 
vacation is a stone 
Buddha to be delivered 
to a St. Paul antiques 
dealer. When Doris dis-
cards the dirty cloth the 
Buddha was wrapped 
in, Betsy rescues the 
cloth, which turns out 
to be valuable silk more 
than 2,000 years old. 
Has Doris become an 
unwitting pawn in an 
international antiqui-
ties theft operation? 
After someone ransacks 
Doris’s apartment and 
murders the antiques 
dealer, Sgt. Mike Mal-
loy of the Excelsior 
police and civilian de-
tective Betsy find them-
selves involved in a 
case more complicated 
than any needlework 
pattern she’s ever at-
tempted. With more ac-
tion and a stronger plot, 
this entry in the popu-
lar cozy series offers 
such choice knitting 
tidbits as how to spin 

hair from a 14-pound 
angora rabbit.  This re-
view is from Amazon.

 Kerry Greenwood’s 
Phryne Fisher series 
continues to delight me. 
In “Death By Water” (M 
GRE K), the nice men at 
P&O are worried. 

A succession of jew-
elry thefts from the 
first-class passengers 
is hardly the best ad-
vertisement for their 
cruises. Especially 
when it is likely that a 
passenger is the thief.   
Phryne Fisher, with 
her Lulu bob, green 
eyes, cupid’s bow lips, 
is just the person to 
mingle seamlessly with 
the upper classes and 
take on a case of theft 
on the high seas — or at 
least on the S.S. Hine-
moa, on a luxury cruise 
to New Zealand. She 
is carrying the Great 
Queen of Sapphires, 
the Maharani, as bait.  
Shipboard romances, 
champagne cocktails,  
jealous swains, Mickey 
Finns, jazz musicians, 
blackmail, and at-
tempted murder mingle 
before the thieves find 
out — as have count-
less love-smitten men 
before them — that 
where the glamorous 
and intelligent Phryne 
is concerned, resistance 
is futile.

The Library is located 
at 500 S. Main St. Our 
phone number is 264-
2260. The Web site is 
www.howard-county.
lib.tx.us

Hollis McCright is 
director of the Howard 
County Library.

Hollis

McCright

Why not check this out? At the county library

Hundreds of TV stations make digital switch
NEW YORK (AP) — About 

a quarter of the nation’s TV 
stations cut off their analog 
signals Tuesday, causing sets 
to go dark in households that 
were not prepared for digital 
television despite two years 
of warnings about the transi-
tion.

Though most viewers were 
ready — and people with 
cable or satellite service were 
unaffected — some stations 
and call centers reported a 
steady stream of questions 
from frustrated callers. Many 
wondered how to get cou-
pons for converter boxes that 
translate digital signals for 
older TVs — or how to get the 
devices working.

“It’s kind of an irritation, 
but I understand that every-
one will have a much better 
picture. As far as I was con-
cerned, they could have left 
things the way they were,” 
said Dorothy Delegard, 67, 
of Minneapolis, who bought 
a converter box because a 
friend gave her a coupon that 
expires Tuesday.

Phones were ringing off the 
hook at a walk-in informa-
tion center set up by stations 

in Providence, R.I.
A volunteer at the center, 

Jeremy Taylor, said he tried 
to calm agitated callers and 
explain the reasons for the 
disappearance of analog sig-
nals, which have remained 
largely unchanged since the 
1950s.

“I try to explain that the 
digital switch is not some-
thing we’re doing to extort 
them of money,” Taylor said.

The federal government 
mandated the end of analog 
broadcasts to make room on 
those frequencies for wire-
less Internet service, emer-
gency radio traffic and other 
uses. Digital TV broadcasts, 
which began several years 
ago, take up much less of the 
wireless spectrum.

Originally, all U.S. stations 
were to cut their analog sig-
nals on Tuesday, but at the 
urging of the Obama admin-
istration, Congress voted this 
month to give broadcasters 
more time.

Most stations, particularly 
those in big cities, accepted 
the offer to wait until June 
12. Others wanted to stick 
to Feb. 17, a date they had 

spent much airtime advertis-
ing. Many of them had also 
booked engineering work on 
their antennas for that day.

T h e  F e d e r a l 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Commission, which want-
ed to ensure that no one 
would be entirely deprived 
of analog signals, cleared 
421 stations to go all-digital 
this week. Another 220 sta-
tions have already made the 
switch, including all stations 
in Hawaii.

The most populous places 
where many or all major-
network stations are cutting 
analog this week include San 
Diego and Santa Barbara, 
Calif.; La Crosse and 
Madison, Wis.; Rockford and 
Peoria, Ill.; Sioux City, Iowa; 
Waco, Texas; Macon, Ga.; 
Scranton, Pa.; Rhode Island 
and Vermont.

In most cases, one station 
in each of those markets will 
continue sending analog sig-
nals until June or will offer a 
so-called “analog nightlight” 
for a few months, with limit-
ed local news and emergency 
broadcasts, as well as infor-
mation about the digital TV 

transition.
The back-and-forth over the 

cutoff date threw both TV sta-
tions and viewers for a loop.

Jeff Long, manager of 
WHKY-TV, an independent 
station in Hickory, N.C., 
said the company’s analog 
shutdown went smoothly on 
Saturday, but some viewers 
complained that they thought 
it had been postponed until 
June 12.

RadioShack Corp. circulars 
in newspapers this weekend 
had the opposite message, 
saying Feb. 17 was still the 
date for the end of analog 
TV. Spokeswoman Mary 
Delagarza said the fliers had 
been prepared two months 
in advance and could not be 
pulled.

Congress delayed the cutoff 
in large part because the fund 
that pays for $40 converter-
box coupons had reached its 
spending limit. Coupons are 
now being issued only as fast 
as old ones expire unused.

The stimulus bill that 
President Barack Obama 
signed Tuesday contains $650 
million in additional funding. 
Once that money becomes 

available, it can clear the 
backlog of 4 million coupons 
in a few weeks. Without a 
coupon, a converter box costs 
$45 to $80.

Joe Glynn, vice president of 
engineering at PBS affiliate 
WVIA-TV near Scranton, Pa., 
said the station got a dozen 
calls in the past two days 
about its planned changeover 
at 11:59 p.m. Tuesday. The 
converter boxes have been a 
frequent subject.

“Unfortunately, some of 
them have asked how you get 
the coupons for the convert-
er box. Some of them have 
called asking us if we sell 
converter boxes. Others are 
calling and saying ‘I got the 
converter, but I’m not getting 
anything on it’ — I’m assum-
ing because they don’t have it 
hooked up right,” he said.

He said most callers 
acknowledge that they only 
have themselves to blame for 
procrastinating.

“Everybody admits it’s 
their fault. They knew it was 
coming,” he said. “Some peo-
ple seemed to be mad at them-
selves for not doing some-
thing sooner.”
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e : 
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:   $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NAIL SALON PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Cash Sale
Very Reasonable

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

CONCRETE

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

LAWN CARE
FALL CLEANUP

Rake Leaves, Hauling
Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service

816-6150 or
267-5460

FREE ESTIMATES 18675

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Complete Home Remodel

Tile - Sheetrock - 
- Appliance Install -

Free Estimates
432-816-6282

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z
Chimney, Air Duct 

Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes, 
Carpets, etc.

INSURED

1-866-843-1837 17
95

9

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heaters
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heater
Parts and Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

18
30

3

HOUSEKEEPING

PROFESSIONAL 
HOUSE 

CLEANING
References Available

Fair Prices &
 Quality Work

CALL
(432) 213-599118477

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH

CALL
(432) 264-6134

“Se Habla Espanol”
*With RAL Approval

On Income Tax Refund
Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
406 Runnels
(Across From Bargain Mart)

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CALL RON

432-213-5540

L & R 
Construction
 Complete Home remodeling, 

Repairs, Additions, Floor and Wall 
Tile, Glass Block, Stone, Interior & 

Exterior Painting, Laminate 
Counter Tops, Cabinets, Drywall, 

WE CAN DO IT ALL.

16
16

9

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

HOME IMPROVEMENT

EXECUTIVE PAINTING
Comm. / Res.

Interior / Exterior
Drywall - Texture Repair

20 yrs. experience
432-816-3903

LEAVE MESSAGE15879

15879-GARY WEEKS-2-1.indd   1 1/30/09   9:56:25 AM

PAINTING

Production Painting
Interior • Exterior

Residential • Commercial
Tape • Bed • Texture
Acoustic Removal

432-212-1610
RENE FABIAN PANTOJA

16408

16408-KENE PANTOJA.indd   1 2/10/09   8:22:42 AM

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

CONCRETE
All types of Concrete work 

and Repair Jobs
Concrete, Stucco, Block, 

Brick, Stone.

Free Estimates
CALL DAVID LOPEZ

213-4752
or 213-1181 16397

16397-lopez.indd   1 2/13/09   8:59:36 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Michael's
Home & Bus. Repair

Carpentry, Painting, Drywall, 
Appliances & Fixtures, Minor 

Plumbing & Electrical.  
Personal Asst./Shopper

20+ Yrs. Exp.
HOW MAY I BE OF SERVICE

(2-HR. MIN.)
432-213-2316 16402

16402-MICHAEL MADRY-2-13.indd   1 2/13/09   9:00:03 AM

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED

16519 CYC LAWN.indd   1 2/13/09   8:53:37 AM

BUS & SERV-2-13-09.indd   1 2/13/09   9:28:16 AM
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The Secret to keeping
your whites Bright!

Water, Water, Inc.
your Culligan® dealer

1509 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 432-263-8781

16546

16546-culligan white.indd   1 2/17/09   3:04:02 PM

Wright Sprinkler
System

432-263-8781 • 1509 E. FM 700  • Big Spring
16546

Design - Insulation - Repair
Serving Big Spring, Snyder,

Colorado City & Sweetwater

16547

16547 water sprinkler.indd   1 2/17/09   3:05:19 PM
IMPROVEMENT PAGE-2-18-09.indd   1 2/17/09   3:39:44 PM

CALL THE EXPERIENCED STAFF AT CAIN ELECTRICAL 
SUPPLY  

432-263-8421 

FOR YOUR ENERGY SAVING QUESTIONS!
15

92
7

15927-cain electric-2-11-09.indd   1 2/11/09   9:05:59 AM

Dr. Sai Gundlapalli
Board Certified Anesthesiologist And

Pain Management Specialist

Comprehensive Pain Management For:
Acute And Chronic Back/Neck Pain

Auto And Work Related Pain
Pinched Nerve/Neuropathic Pain

Arthritic Pain
Other Pain Conditions Resulting From Disease & Injury

Two Locations For Your Convenience

1501 W. 11th Ste 304
Big Spring, TX 79720
432-263-7246 (PAIN)

317 E. 5th. St.
Odessa, TX 79761

432-333-5200
•

2
9
5
5
6

Now Also Accepting Blue Cross Blue Shield

At approximately 8:20 a.m. 
Feb. 18, 2008, an explosion 
at the Alon USA Big Spring 
Refinery rocked the Crossroads 
area. Called “a miracle,” only a 
handful of people were injured 
in the blast. Today, the refinery 
celebrates its 80th anniver-
sary.

 Photos by Thomas Jenkins, Steve 
Reagan, Ron Midkiff and Claudene 

Cooper
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®: Embarrased by lying boss

Real Estate for Rent
BUILDING FOR Rent or Sale-
4 large overhead doors, office 
space, large fenced yard, in 
Coahoma 2 blocks south of 
IS20. 512 First Street. Please 
call 432-267-6006 for more in-
formation.

FURNISHED CORPORATE
RENTAL AVAILABLE. 30 day 
Minimal Stay. Beautifully fur-
nished with new appliances, 
complete kitchen appliances, 
BBQ, cable internet. Call 
James at (432)816-4453 or 
email: 
torreyhomes@hue-llc.com

LOFT FOR Lease, 123-C 
Main. $1,000. month plus de-
posit. One year lease required. 
No pets. (432)770-5656. or 
(432)517-0038 or office 
(432)263-6514.

Under New Ownership
New Name

TANGLEWOOD GROVE 
APTS

Efficiency, 
One- Two- Three Bedroom

(Unfurnished)
*All New Appliances & Fixtures
*Security System in Place
*FREE HS Wireless Internet
*Picnic/BBQ Area 
*Laundry & Vending Facility

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432)714-4840
(559)309-1968

Real Estate for Sale
2106 GRACE Street. Newly 
Remodeled 3 Bedroom, 2 bath, 
approximately over 1900 
square feet, CH/A, 1/2 acre lot, 
Forsan ISD.  Priced Reduced! 
$86,000. Call 432-816-8970.

4 BEDROOM 3 bath Foreclo-
sure Only $44,900! For Listings
800-544-6258 x S382.

BY OWNER- 3547 Sq. Ft. 
Brick-  4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 3 
living rooms,  2 car garage, 
1-1/2 acres. 8403 Gail Hwy. 
Below appraisal $179,500.00. 
432-270-4646. 

BY OWNER----- 8011 Old 
Colorado  City  Hwy., 2 Bdrm, 
1 bath, 2 living areas, 2 car 
carport. Great view, Secluded, 
County Living. Coahoma ISD. 
$125,000. Call 432-263-1792, 
816-9984.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm, 2 
bath! Only $22,900!  Must see! 
For listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER will FINANCE!!! No 
closing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream of 
home ownership. Call for a list 
of homes in your area! (Call 
Milton 806-790-0827).

OWNER FINANCE. $3,950 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
United Agent  (432)816-9591.

Real Estate for Sale

OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath,  2,500 sq. ft.. 
$3,950. Down, $735. per 
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call United Agent 
(432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE- 2715 Cen-
tral Drive, Kentwood addition, 
near school. 3/2, fireplace, 
shop, fenced. $5,000.00 
Down with terms, $998.00 
monthly. Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

PERFECT FOR SINGLE OR 
COUPLE Small 2 bdrm, 1 bath, 
close to college, lg. fenced 
yard, w/deck, garage, CH/A. 
Call (432)263-6887 or 
213-8220. $26,500. NO 
OWNER FINANCE.

OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
VERY PROFESSIONAL

and Dependable
Private Caregiver Available

Will Provide:
Shopping

Dr. Appointments
Pharmacy Pickups

Household
Prepare Meals

Total Care
If you are in need of a private 

caregiver for 
parent or grandparent 

Please call (432)816-5991,
references available 

upon request.

Vehicles
2000 HONDA Civic SI Cheap! 
$300 Firm! Runs! For listings 
800-544-1092 x N237.

2004 FORD F350 Crew cab 
4x4 power stroke, auto trans-
mission, custom flat bed with 
tool box. $13,500. Call 
(432)816-8970.

2006 MERCEDES SLK350, 
Hard top convertible, 16,200 
miles, black w/tan interior. Ex-
cellent condition. $31,000.00. 
Call 432-213-1388.

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2007 GMC Yukon — Sunroof,
Navigation, Rear Seat Entertainment 
& All The Toys. 46,000 Local One 
Owner Miles.

$27,995

2009 Volkswagen Beetle - 
11,000 Miles, All Power, Extra 
Clean.

$19,995

2004 Chevrolet Crew Cab 
Duramax 4WD 

1997 Carri-Lite Travel Trailer
28 Ft., Slide Out With All The Amenities.

$15,995

2006 Honda Ridgeline - Local 
One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Extra Clean, All The Toys.

$19,995

PONTIAC GMC

263-7625 888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

16281

$10,995

The sun enters Pisces!
The phrase associated
with Pisces is “I believe,”
and this cycle encourages
us to review what we
think is true. Some of our
beliefs will be
strengthened and others
may be dropped
completely. As Henry
Ford, the auto mogul,
said, “Whether you think
that you
can, or that
you can’t,
you are
usually
right.” 

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19).
You are the
warrior of
the zodiac,
but that
doesn’t
mean you
always need to be right.
In fact, today you’ll be
fixing the mistakes you
didn’t make so things can
run smoothly again. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Making specific plans
may seem frightening to
you now. It’s because
you’re playing with an
idea and need to work it
through before you start
mixing and mingling
again. You need to feel
free to chase your whims. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). There are many
enticing options and you
flit from place to place
exploring them. Do settle
on something. It’s
amazing how quickly you
can get what you want
once you narrow down
what exactly that is. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). There’s a time to take
action, and it’s not now.
Do some more dreaming.
The one who accuses you
of having your head in

the clouds simply doesn’t
understand how life
works. You can actually
dream things into
existence.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You’re in high gear and
can count on the
occasional flub. Let
nothing stand in the way
of your productive mood,
though. If you’re not
making mistakes you’re
probably not making
much else either. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). New information
makes you think
differently about
something that happened
a long time ago. Perhaps
it was a disguised
blessing. Forget the
wrong that was done
back then, but don’t
forget what it taught you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You are famous for
keeping many balls in the
air at once. It feels like
people are throwing work
at you just to watch you
juggle. Don’t try to set a
new world record,
though. Take the
compliment — you’re
graceful. Now rest.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). There is plenty you
could be distracted by,
but your goal is too
interesting today to lose
focus. Put your blinders
on and keep going. Pass
up easy thrills in favor of
doing something that is
truly important.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Do not sleep
in. Your brain does work
fast while you’re lying
down. But over-thinking
can lead to
procrastination. Once you
get vertical you’ll be
inspired to take on the
world.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-

Jan. 19). You’ll be taking
over a previously
neglected responsibility.
You’re a pro, and pros get
thing done. The sooner
the better. Skip over the
details that will keep you
stuck. Get in, get out and
get paid.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Open your mind
to that idea you’ve been
resisting. You’re ready
for something new, but
you’re just a little fearful.
It’s scary to make that
leap, but exhilarating,
too. Forget the fear and
go for it.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Your ability to see
everyone’s viewpoint has
made you a sounding
board for complaints and
opinions. Now it’s you
who needs to talk, and
it’s time for someone else
to listen. Carefully choose
the one who will keep
your secret.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “I’m in my
last year of high school. I
really like this Taurus
guy and I have four
classes with him. I think
I make it pretty obvious I
like him; I mean I’m
always flirting with him
and aware of him and
giving him lots of
attention. I think he likes
that I flirt with him, too,
except he never asks me
out. What should I do?
I’m getting obsessed with
him. Signed, Sagittarius
Senior.”

You’re scaring him.
Sagittarius young women
tend to be more
sophisticated than many
of their peers. You have
long understood certain
things about the way the
world works that your
friends are just starting
to notice. And you are

already thinking the way
an adult would about the
future and what
adventures you’d like to
create. 

This poor boy enjoys
the attention, but is
afraid he wouldn’t be able
to keep up with you were
you to actually go on a
date. He’s probably
worried about what he’d
talk about with you and
whether he could ever
live up to the way you’ve
built him up in your
mind. What you need to
do is back off. Take the
pressure off. Even
pretend that you like
someone else. Let him
come to you.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Aquarians
are imaginative and in
love with possibility. At
16, John Travolta felt so
strongly that the acting
life was for him that he
quit school and moved to
New York, and he’s been
following that stellar
intuition to fantastic
effect ever since. Travolta
will combine his
Aquarian hopefulness
with the keen instincts of
Mercury and Venus in
Pisces to weather the
tragic loss of his son. 

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS
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Dear Annie: I work in a
hotel with a staff of about
20. Our general manager is
an embarrassing liar. 

He stretches the truth
and tells some outright
whoppers. He also gets
caught in lies by telling too
many people different
things. Everyone talks
about him behind his back.

I have worked for this
man for several years. I
know not to take anything
he says at face value. I also
know he can be quite lazy
and isn’t the brightest
crayon in the box. But I
am loyal, and I know he’s
not trying to hurt anyone
with his lies.

The problem is, our
hotel is getting bad scores
from disgruntled
employees who castigate
the manager for being a
“loser.” He thinks
everyone loves him
because they are nice to
his face. 

I get along with all the
people at work, so I feel
stuck. Should I tell the
manager he’s the reason
morale is down and that he
needs to knock off the
lying? Or do I keep my
mouth shut? I really don’t
want to get involved in
office politics, but it is
pretty hard to avoid. —
Staying Above

Dear Staying: We
assume your manager has
a boss somewhere and that
this is where those
employee complaints are
going. Whoever is in
charge should deal with
the situation, especially if
it has become a noticeable
problem. 

If you are comfortable
talking to the manager,
you may say that other
employees find his
tendency to “exaggerate”
frustrating and he should
be more careful.

Dear Annie: I’ve been
married 15 years. My
husband’s aunt and uncle
are delightful, highly
educated people, and I
absolutely love them and
their children. We see
them a few times a year.

Here’s my problem: My
name is “Kim-berly” — not
“Kim.” Although these
relatives have each asked
my preference about my
name more than once, they

continue to
call me
“Kim.” 

I would
correct
them, but
after all
this time,
I’m
embarras-
sed to do
this with
my
husband’s
family.
During
their last
visit, my
husband
took them
aside and said, “I just want
to remind you that
Kimberly goes by her full
name, not ‘Kim.’” 

Still, as they were
leaving amid hugs and
well wishes, they called me
“Kim.” I know they don’t
do it on purpose, but I
really don’t like it. Any
suggestions? — Not Trying
to Be Burly About Kimberly

Dear Not Trying: Most
people who see likable
relatives only a few times
a year would simply ignore
this and consider the short
version a term of
endearment.

Since you cannot bring
yourself to do this,
however, and since they
have not listened to your
husband’s requests to stop,
you will need to correct
them sweetly each time
they say “Kim,” and not
respond when they address
you improperly.

Dear Annie: After
reading the letter from
“Harassed Bride,” I felt I
was looking in a mirror. I
am relieved and comforted
to know that others are
going through a situation
where the in-laws suddenly
“flip a switch” after the
engagement and behave
abusively. 

Those were my exact
words describing my
husband’s family. I
agree that her mother-in-
law needs therapy. In my
case, I know there are
other bigger and more
deeply rooted issues at the
heart of their dysfunction.
Often they take their
unhappiness with
themselves out on others.

I sympathize with

“Harassed
Bride” and hope
her fiance will
speak with his
family, as my
husband has
done the same
thing. A broken
relationship may
not be the best
outcome, but
you must think
of your new
marriage and
your personal
happiness as a
couple. It is not
peace at any
price. —
Sympathetic

Bride
Dear Annie: I need

some advice. My wife has
anger issues. A few days
ago, we moved our
youngest son to a different
bedroom and the two of
them got into it. 

She wanted him to do
something her way, and he
wanted to do it his way.
She got mad and said, “I’m
done, done, done.” Now
she is sleeping in his old
room and won’t talk to
anyone.

Our oldest son just
moved out and part of the
reason is because of his
mother’s mood changes.
One moment she’s fine,
then bam, she’s like a
totally different person. 

He thinks she is bipolar.
I talked to our doctor, who
says my wife should be
examined and probably
needs to be on medication,
but I know she won’t go.

I love my wife with all
my heart, but I’m afraid if
she keeps this up, she will
alienate the rest of the
kids. I’m trying my best to
keep our family intact, but
I’m tired of doing it alone.
I

know if you print this
I’ll be in the doghouse
again, but I’ll take the
chance, hoping it will
make her wake up. —
Lonely in Rockford, Ill.

Dear Lonely: If your
wife has a mental health
problem (and it sounds
like it), she may not
recognize that any of this
friction is a result of her
own behavior. 

She quite possibly
believes everyone feels as
she does. Don’t assume she

won’t see a doctor. Talk to
her about your concerns
and ask her to consult
someone. Explain that it
could make a world of
difference for all of you.
Meanwhile, contact the

National Alliance on
Mental Illness (nami.org)
at 1-800-950-NAMI (1-800-
950-6294) and ask for help.

Dear Annie: My
husband and I are in our
60s and have been married
for only a few years. We
each had been single for a
long time and are happy to
have found each other. 

We both have children
in their 30s. His daughters
live across the country.

The problem is, the girls
never remember his
birthday and this hurts
him very much. Mind you,
the older one regularly
sends him HER birthday
list a month in advance. 

This year I called to
remind them, and one got
mad at me because I hadn’t
given her “enough time.”
Their dad raised these
girls after his divorce. 

He sent them to college
and helped them through
many bad times. Both girls
have been married and
divorced, and he has been
there for them. 

They call him frequently
with their problems.
Why are these women so
self-centered? One year I
gave them calendars for
Christmas with their dad’s
birthday circled, and they
still didn’t bother to send a
card. It makes me furious
how they treat him. Any
advice? — Florida
Stepmom

Dear Florida: Start
small. The morning of
Dad’s birthday, phone the
girls and ask sweetly if
they will give their father
a call on his special day. 

The following year,
phone them a week ahead
and suggest they send Dad
a card. If these suggestions
fall on deaf ears, you’re out
of luck. Try not to make
too big a deal out of it,
since that will just fan the
flames. Instead, make
special plans of your own.

® 2009 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.
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Anything & Everything You Need 
For A Wonderful Beginning

Dinnerware • Serving Sets
Lamps • Home Decor • Linens

Crystal • Glassware

Bridal Selections
at

Elrod’s
Big Spring’s Oldest, Finest, Largest Furniture Store
2309 Scurry                             267-8491

Register With Us And
Receive A FREE Gift

Suggs Hallmark
Mon.-Sat. 10 am - 7 pm

Sun. 1 pm - 5 pm

Inside The Big Spring Mall            263-4444
16092

Choose the bridal registry that makes shopping a pleasure for you and your guests.

Big Spring’s Most Complete Bridal Gift Registry

1515 E. FM 700                             267-8206

2
5
5
4
1

The Preferred Bridal Registry

Indulge Yourself
In Sweet

Chocolate Memories

CoCoa Bliss
Chocolate Fountain Rentals

Mark and Maribea Merritt

432-556-0685
16085

Cheryl Vallie
 Derma Spa

15
59

5

Cheryl Vallie,
 RN CFNP

“The Perfect Touch of Elegance”

www.cherylvalliedermaspa.com

(432) 296-2626
4801  N. Midland Dr., Suite B

General
Practice

(432) 699-6271
4801  N. Midland Dr., Suite B

21
51

2

Convention & Visitors Bureau
Dora Roberts Community 

Center
Dora Roberts Community
Center is located on the
bank of the Comanche
Trail Lake is a perfect
location for weddings
and receptions.

An outdoor pavilion by the 
lake is also available.

The center has
facilities and

accommodations
for small groups

or large gatherings
for up to 300

Call 432-263-8235
for reservations

16
10

8

Jewelers

Let Us Make Her
“Yes” A Guarantee!

Inside The Big Spring Mall          267-6335

16
18

4

Chanda’s Photography

Timeless

Creativ
e

Afford
able

www.bestcdcphotography.com

(210) 364-3360

15
65

0

Schedule Me Today!

Kokopelli’s

Have Your
Business Meeting 

Here!

(432) 213-1147        (432) 264-0538

It’s Not
Just A Party

Place

15
78

7

For you and your bridesmaids

Hippy Chic
Salon & Boutique

Updos • Manicures • Pedicures
Monday - Saturday 10-6

Call for appointments
406 E. FM 700                  432-267-6022

FULL SERVICE

16
10

7
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Today is Wednesday, Feb. 18, 
the 49th day of 2009. There are 
316 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Feb. 18, 1885, Mark 
Twain’s “Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn” was pub-
lished in the U.S. for the first 
time — having been published 
in Canada and England the pre-
vious December.

On this date:
In 1546, Martin Luther, lead-

er of the Protestant Reformation 
in Germany, died in Eisleben.

In 1564, artist Michelangelo 
died in Rome.

In 1735, the first opera pre-
sented in America, “Flora, or 
Hob in the Well,” was per-
formed in present-day 
Charleston, S.C.

In 1861, Jefferson Davis was 
sworn in as the provisional 
president of the Confederate 
States of America in 
Montgomery, Ala.

In 1930, photographic evi-
dence of Pluto — now designat-
ed a “dwarf planet” — was dis-

covered by Clyde W. Tombaugh 
at Lowell Observatory in 
Flagstaff, Ariz.

In 1960, the 8th Winter 
Olympic Games were formally 
opened in Squaw Valley, Calif., 
by Vice President Richard M. 
Nixon.

In 1970, the “Chicago Seven” 
defendants were found not 
guilty of conspiring to incite 
riots at the 1968 Democratic 
national convention; five were 
convicted of violating the Anti-
Riot Act of 1968. Those convic-
tions were later reversed.

In 1977, the space shuttle 
Enterprise, sitting atop a 
Boeing 747, went on its maiden 
“flight” above the Mojave 
Desert.

In 1984, Italy and the Vatican 
signed an accord under which 
Roman Catholicism ceased to 
be the state religion of Italy.

In 2001, auto racing star Dale 
Earnhardt Sr. died from inju-
ries suffered in a crash at the 
Daytona 500; he was 49.

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
Cosmopolitan editor Helen 
Gurley Brown is 87. Actor 
George Kennedy is 84. Author 
Toni Morrison is 78. Movie 
director Milos Forman is 77. 
Singer Yoko Ono is 76. Singer-
songwriter Bobby Hart is 70. 

Singer Irma Thomas is 68. 
Singer Herman Santiago 
(Frankie Lymon and the 
Teenagers) is 68. Singer Dennis 
DeYoung is 62. Producer-
director-writer John Hughes is 
59. Actress Cybill Shepherd is 
59. Singer Juice Newton is 57. 
Rock musician Larry Rust 
(Iron Butterfly) is 56. Actor 
John Travolta is 55. Game show 
host Vanna White is 52. Actress 
Greta Scacchi is 49. Actor Matt 
Dillon is 45. Rapper Dr. Dre is 
44. Actress Molly Ringwald is 
41. Actress Sarah Brown is 34. 

Thought for Today: “Nothing 
great in the world has been 
accomplished without pas-
sion.” — Georg Wilhelm 
Friedrich Hegel, German phi-
losopher (1770-1831).

 ® 2009 The Associated Press.
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HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID
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This Date 
In History

 WFAA ^
 Dallas

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... Israel (Off Air) Paid Movie: Take 
Her, She’s 
Mine

Paid Angel Popoff Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Hansen Paid Paid BET Morning 
Inspiration

Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Sala Arthur Paid Ab Se Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Martha Robison Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Paid (:15) Movie: 
Speechless, 
Christopher 
Reeve

Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter 
Believers SavedBell Sid P90X Ab Se Tigger

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Made Married... Charmed BET Now Mickey SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Made Married... Handy

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: 
Guess Who, 
Zoe Saldana 

Dr. Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab Married... ER Hatchett Movers ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Hansen Cash Cab Movie: 9 

to 5, Dolly 
Parton 

Married... Hatchett Einsteins

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Dragon Overhaulin’ Unsolved 
Mysteries

Las Vegas Hatchett Charlie SportsCenter 
Plateados Pendleton Word Hatchett Wiggles

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

New Day Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im McDonald Super The New 
Detectives

Unsolved 
Mysteries

Las Vegas Harvey Movie: The 
Cheetah 
Girls 

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
C Media Home Im Morde Sid Harvey

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Mariana de 
la Noche

Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World The FBI Files Movie: Poi-
son Ivy, Tom 
Skerritt 

Unsolved 
Mysteries

Without a 
Trace

Hell Date SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold Home Im Faye H. Garden Hell Date Phineas

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Pobre Mil-
lonaria

Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Nuevo Rico Rachael Ray Just Sanchez New York A Haunting Unsolved 
Mysteries

Law & Order One Suite Life Mike and 
Mike

SportsCenter 
Hatchett Just McGee Taste One Suite Life

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Juro Que Te 
Amo

Judge Guiding Light Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Land A Haunting Movie: Sat-
urday Night 
Fever, Barry 
Miller 

CSI: NY Law & Order One Montana 1st and Lines
Judge Yes, Dear Martha One Montana Strongest Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Maya MythBusters CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Suite Life Lines NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl SmartGuy Suite Life Football Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Gospel Fetch Cash Cab CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Life De NASCAR Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Retro Cyber Cash Cab Movie: 

Chicago, 
Richard 
Gere 

SmartGuy Life De Burning Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond Cortes BBC Cash Cab CSI: NY Bones 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

So Raven Horn SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero George CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Harris Business Cash Cab So Raven Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Mark News-Lehrer Made CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Suite Life NFL Live
Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Montana College 

Basketball
NBA

  :PM
 7 :30

Lost Lost Cuidado-
Ángel

American 
Idol 

Christine Doña Bar-
bara

Knight Rider Payne Israel Monarchy-
Royl

The Detona-
tors

Movie: The 
Godfather, 
James Caan 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Movie: 
Twister, Cary 
Elwes 

Movie: 
Soul Plane, 
Method Man 

Movie: 
Twitches Too 

NBA Basket-
ball: Magic at 
Hornets

Gary Payne Scott

  :PM
 8 :30

Lost Lost Fuego en la 
Sangre

Lie to Me Criminal 
Minds 

El Rostro de 
Analia

Life Payne Light of the 
Southwest

American 
Masters 

MythBusters UFC’s Ulti-
mate Fight 
Night

Payne Wizards College 
Basketball  :PM

 9 :30
(:02) Life on 
Mars

(:02) Life on 
Mars

Don Fran-
cisco

TMZ CSI: NY Sin Senos Law & Order Payne Explosion 
Gone

Star Wars Played Wizards
Raymond El Cartel Payne Star Wars Played Life De NBA Basket-

ball: Lakers 
at Warriors

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticiero News Seinfeld Israel Charlie Rose Made Ways Die Trust Me Hatchett Suite Life
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Decisiones 

de
Tonight Show 10 Items Dr. Young Made Gaming Hatchett Montana Score

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Hora de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Sex & CCM Smiley The Detona-
tors

Movie: The 
Untouch-
ables, Robert 
De Niro 

CSI: NY Cold Case Movie: 
Soul Plane, 
Method Man 

So Raven NFL Live
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Decisiones 
de

Late Night Sex & Scott Smiley Cory Final

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Contra 
Viento

RENO 911 Movie: 
Guess Who, 
Zoe Saldana 

Israel (Off Air) MythBusters Disorderly 
Con.

Cold Case Replace NASCAR SportsCenter 
News Paid Consumer Insider Programa 

Pagado
News Sanchez Kim All Access

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Basco Clasicos Friends Entertain Poker After 
Dark

Light of the 
Southwest

Explosion 
Gone

Amazing 
Video

Cold Case The Deal Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Humor Consumer Paid Rosas 

Blancas para 
mi Hermana 
Negra

Movie: The 
Invisible Man 
Returns

Dragon NBA Basket-
ball: Magic at 
Hornets

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

RENO 911 (:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young Movie: John 
Q, James 
Woods 

Popoff Star Trek: 
Voyager

Law & Order Hell Date Proud NBA Basket-
ball: Lakers 
at Warriors

Paid Consumer Young Teleworld Hell Date Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Law Order: 
CI

Last Call Sprna Teleworld Paid Law & Order BET Inspira-
tion

Recess
Plateados Early Tdy Victory Paid Movie: Lover 

Come Back 
Paid Mermaid American

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Lost Bags Pagado Early Tdy Faye H. Money Paid Law & Order Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero HeliCat Pagado Early Tdy Married... Light Popoff Paid Popoff Lilo Stitch ESPNews
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