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by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

No end in sight.
That’s the phrase Ann Far-

ley, director of the proposed 
County Health Center project, 
used to describe the ongoing 
wait for the Internal Revenue 
Service to grant the center a 
non-profit status, an essential 
ingredient for the project to 
receive state funding.

“The Texas Department 
of State Health Services has 
grant money available every 
year, and this fiscal year it’s 
been about $5 million they 
can use to help federally qual-

ified health centers or centers 
that are trying to become cen-
ters,” said Farley. “When I 
last spoke with you, we talked 
about filing for $16,400 under 
the health center. However, 
as you know, our non-profit 
status application is back-
logged and we’re in a long 
waiting line. We can’t even 
anticipate when we’ll be able 
to get it.

“Meanwhile, this grant 
money is available on a first 
come, first serve basis. I’m 
asking if the commissioners 
court will consider allowing 
me to use the Howard Coun-

ty entity as the filing source 
to obtain this $16,400 grant. 
Where we have an expendi-
ture, the county would spend 
it out of the general fund and 
the state would reimburse 
you, and from what I under-
stand from Jackie (Olson, 
county auditor), it happens 
fairly quickly.”

Farley said using the coun-
ty’s existing non-profit desig-
nation could actually make 
the development of funding 
of the center easier over the 
coming years.

See CENTER, Page 3

by LIZ SIDOTI
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama is making good 
on his promise to hear from 
Republicans as he pushes for 
swift passage and bipartisan 
backing of his massive $825 
billion plan intended to jerk 
the country out of recession.

The unanswered question: 
whether the new Democratic 
president will actually listen 
to GOP concerns about the 
amount of spending and the 
tax approach — and modify 
his proposal accordingly.

With the economy worsen-
ing, Obama was making his 
first trip to Capitol Hill since 
his swearing-in last week for 
two private afternoon ses-
sions Tuesday with House 
and Senate Republicans.

“The goal is to seek their 
input. He wants to hear their 
ideas,” White House press 
secretary Robert Gibbs said. 
“If there are good ideas — and 
I think he assumes there will 
be — we will look at those 
ideas.”

“I think the president is gen-
uinely serious about this,” 
Gibbs added.

The presidential spokesman 
would not, however, reveal 
what concessions Obama may 
be willing to make, if any, to 
demonstrate his seriousness 
about working across the 
aisle and securing GOP sup-
port. Gibbs, however, noted 
that there already are tax pro-
visions in the measure, most-
ly small business cuts, that 
are direct GOP suggestions 
to Obama and his economic 
team.

“We don’t have pride of au-
thorship. We understand that 
this is a process of give and 
take to produce what the pres-
ident believes is the strongest 
plan to get the economy going 
again,” Gibbs said.

Meanwhile, Senate Republi-
can Leader Mitch McConnell 
blamed Democrats for the 
hold-up.

“We’re anxious to help him,” 
the Kentucky Republican said 
of Obama Tuesday morning. 
“Frankly, the biggest prob-
lem is with his own party, the 
Democratic Party, See bAILOUT, Page 3

“This week, Speaker Pelo-
si and the Democratic lead-
ers are finalizing a plan to 
spend $825 billion dollars of 
taxpayer money 
on an “economic 
stimulus” bill 
that will neither 
create jobs nor 
stimulate our 
economy,” said 
U.S. Rep. Randy 
Neugebauer. 

“Rather than 
allowing all hardworking 
families and businesses to 
keep more of what they earn, 
create new jobs or revitalize 
our economy, Speaker Pelo-
si is changing the federal 
government’s spending pri-
orities and moving forward 
with an ineffective spend-
ing package and targeted 
tax relief that picks winners 
and losers.

“In my opinion, $825 billion 
of your tax dollars is a lot of 
money to waste on programs 
and projects like more digi-
tal TV coupons, new cars 
for the federal government 
and repairs to the National 
Mall. In fact, the proposed 
total cost of this one piece of 
legislation will amount to as 
much as the annual discre-
tionary budget for the entire 
federal government. Not 
only would this bill spend 
more on programs that al-
ready have unspent money 
in the bank, but $137 billion 
would be used to create 32 
new federal programs.

“I continue to believe the 
hardworking folks of the 
19th District know far better 
how to spend their money 
than the federal government 
does. Excessive borrowing, 
spending and debt resulted 
in many of the problems 
the government, individu-
als and businesses now face. 
More of the same is not the 
solution for improving our 
economy.”

Neugebauer

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

An inter-local agreement 
between the Howard County 
Sheriff’s Office and the Big 
Spring Police Department 
could make it easier for local 
law enforcement officers to 
nab narcotics offenders, but 
the idea will have to be put 
on hold, at least for a little 
while.

That’s the message Sher-
iff Stan Parker delivered to 
county commissioners Mon-
day morning, as the future of 
the agreement hinges on the 

Big Spring City 
Council at this 
time.

“We don’t ac-
tually have the 
agreement yet. 
The city council 
has to approve the 
agreement, and 
they should be do-

ing that Feb. 10,” said Parker. 
“What the agreement does is 
allow the police department 
to use their narcotics officers 
to work out in the county with 
our guys. Everything that’s 
done would be done through 

our office.
“We’ve seen a large spread 

of activity in the county and 
we don’t have the resources 
available. The city is willing 
to move with some of their 
operations in the county, and 
it’s at no expense to us at all. 
However, it will definitely 
benefit us greatly.”

Parker said the agreement, 
as he understands it, will al-
low narcotics officers with 
the BSPD to work through the 
Sheriff’s Office when their 

See PACT, Page 3
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Winter weather monday night and this morning gave 
everything that “frosty” appearance. Unfortunately, the ice 
led to a number of traffic accidents, including one fatality 
north of big Spring on State Highway 350.

County, city pact delayed
Hold up shouldn’t be long, officials say

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Icy weather may have 
contributed to a traffic acci-
dent that claimed the life of 
a female motorist early this 
morning, according to local 
law enforcement officials.

Tammie Atkinson, 59, of Big 
Spring was pronounced dead 
at the scene of a one-vehicle 
crash approximately a half-
mile from the Big Spring city 
limits on State Highway 350 
shortly after 5:40 a.m. this 
morning, according to De-
partment of Public Safety Sgt. 
Thomas Moore.

“The trooper investigat-
ing the crash determined the 
cause was unsafe speed on an 
icy roadway,” said Moore.

See FATAL, Page 3

Health Center non-profit status
backlogged; county to cover funds

Parker

One 
dead in 
morning 
rollover
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Beatrice Banks
Beatrice Banks, 70, of Big Spring 

died Thursday, Jan. 22, 2009, at 
Medical Center Hospital in Odessa.  
Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 29, 2009, at First 
Baptist Church.  

She was born Oct. 5, 1938, in Tom-
ball.  She moved to Big Spring from 
Dayton in 1961. 

She married Holston Banks Nov. 
10, 1961. She was employed by Marie 

Hall for 28 years, retiring in 2008. She was a mem-
ber of Shiloh House of Praise.  

She is survived by her husband: Holston Banks Sr. 
of Big Spring; four sons: Clifford Detiege of San An-
tonio, Tyrone Banks of Odessa, and Holston Banks 
Jr. and Timothy Banks, both of big Spring; three 
daughters: Bernedette Valentine of Big Spring, Pris-
cilla Smith of Temple, and Belinda Scott of Round 
Rock; three sisters: Juanita Williams of LaPorte, 
Mary Jones of Baytown, and Geneva Briggs of Day-
ton; five brothers: Roy Detiege, Earnest Detiege, 
Sidney Detiege, and Joseph “Shorty” Detiege, all of 
Dayton, and Clifton Detiege of Brady; 30 grandchil-
dren; 25 great-grandchildren; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, and cousins.  

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Ruby Haggard
Ruby Haggard, 82,  of Stanton, died Monday, Jan. 

26, 2009, in a local hospital. Her services are pend-
ing with Gilbreath Funeral Home of Stanton.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• BRENDA MENDEZ, 26, of 1904 E. 25th St., was 
arrested Monday on a Nolan County warrant and a 
charge of driving while license invalid.

• BENJAMIN ISAAC MUNOZ, 28, of 1603 Vines, 
was arrested Monday on a charge of possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less.

• THEFT was reported:
in the 400 block of Fourth Street.−	
in the 1300 block of Gregg Street.−	
in the 300 block of Owens.−	

• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA – TWO 
OUNCES OR LESS was reported in the 500 block 
of 15th Street.

• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA – TWO 
OUNCES OR LESS IN A DRUG FREE ZONE was 
reported in the 200 block of Airbase Road.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
in the 4200 block of Muir.−	
in the 1100 block of 15−	 th Street.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was 
reported in the 400 block of Ryon.

• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in 
the 400 block of Fourth Street.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 
1900 block of N. Highway 87.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 46 inmates at the time of this 
report. No arrests were reported for the 24-hour 
period.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the 
First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels 
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are 
welcome. For more information, contact Sherry 
Hodne3tt at 264-7599.

•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St. Tuesday, Jan. 6, 

• Big Spring High School Class of 2010 will meet 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 29, in the high school 
library to discuss the prom. For more information, 
contact Denise Carrillo at 816-1685.

• The Howard County Pachyderm Club will meet 
Thursday, Janu. 29, at noon at the Big Spring 
Country Club  off  Driver Road. Lunch may be 
purchased for a nominal fee. Come and join us. 
Contact Melanie Gambrell for more information at 
(432) 267-7387.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to promote 
and support quality volunteers who speak for the 
best interest of abused and neglect children in court 
in an effort to find each child a safe, nurturing and 
permanent home.  CASA currently has 10 active 
volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of Howard 
County in foster care. A class is forming in Howard 
County and 20 volunteers are needed. For more 
information on becoming a CASA volunteer, please 
contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

• West Texas Opportunities Inc., through a Job 
Access Reverse Commute project with the Texas 
Department of Transportation offers transportation 
to employment in Midland, on a limited schedule, 
Monday through Friday each week. This fixed route 
currently leaves Big Spring at 7 a.m. and makes a 
stop at the EZ Rider bus connection in downtown 
Midland. The route leaves Midland for the return 
to Big spring at 4:15 p.m. As a promotional 
introduction, no fare is charged. Beginning April 
1, the daily fare will be from $3 to $8, round-trip, 
depending on the number of passengers using the 
service. For more information, call Victor Enriquez, 
JARC coordinator, at West Texas Opportunities, 
(800) 245-9028.

• The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded 
West Texas Opportunities Inc. $130,000 through the 
Texas Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment 
fund. WTO will assist current and former military 
personnel serving in Iraq or Afghanistan and their 
families. Funding will serve Howard, Martin, 
Andrews, Borden, Dawson, Ector, Fisher, Gaines, 
Glasscock, Midland, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry and 
Upton counties. For more information, contact 
Diana Martinez or Debbie Wilson at 110 Johnson in 
Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s Relay for 
Life team is selling cookbooks to raise funds for 
the American Cancer Society. The cookbooks can 
be purchased at the PBX operator’s booth for $10 
apiece. For more information, contact Beverly 
Grant at 268-4952.

• HATS (Hope After The Sadness), an American 
Cancer Society Resource Room is available at First 
Methodist Church. This center provides information 
and valuable resources for those affected by cancer. 
This HATS ministry, established in memory of 
the late Rev. Dr Shane Brue, maintains a room 
with free hats, wigs and head coverings available 
for check-out by those dealing with hair loss due 
to cancer treatment. Other services and resources 

are also available. Contact the “Hat Lady,” Marci 
Lykken at 267-2915.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer 
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires just 
a few hours commitment each month. To volunteer, 
or to request a ride for treatment, call (877) 277-1618, 
the High Plains American Cancer Group Report 
Center. Anyone wishing to volunteer to drive in 
this program should call Sherry Hodnett, president 
of the Big Spring ACS Board, at 264-7599 at her office 
at Home Hospice.

• Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming a 
Compass Hospice volunteer. Help those at the end 
of life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s 
life. Call 263-5999 to begin your journey.

• All Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue has an 
account set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608 N. 
Hwy. 87 for all types of metals and aluminum cans. 
Please tell them that your donations are for All 
Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue. All Creatures 
Sanctuary and Rescue is also still taking weight 
circles off of all Purina brand dog foods. Send 
your Purina Weight Circles, to A.C.S. & R. at P.0, 
871, Coahoma 79511. All Creatures Sanctuary and 
Rescue is still accepting old and used cell phones 
and ink jet cartridges, for drop off locations in Big 
Spring and Coahoma, Call Melanie at 267-7387.

• Christ Community Fellowship is collecting 
infant car seats and carriers. These are given to 
new mothers who cannot afford them. To donate 
your old or new car seats and carriers, call Karen 
Allen at 263-3517 or leave a message at Christ 
Community Fellowship, 263-love. All donations are 
appreciated.

• New Life Ministries Church of God In Christ is 
holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth 
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The 
meal is free. Call 264-0771 for more information.

• The Pet Patrol helps locate lost pets and owners 
of found pets. To volunteer or for more information, 
call Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).

• Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting 
appointments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first 
and third Wednesday of each month. Individuals 
seeking legal advice for matters concerning family 
law, divorce, custody and child support issues, 
social security cases, employment and housing 
may contact the office to schedule an appointment. 
Criminal cases are not accepted. Anyone recently 
served with legal documents should call the office 
immediately at 800-926-5630 or 432-686-0647.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in 
critical need of foster families. Foster parents are 
the caretakers for the children in the community 
who have been abused or neglected. For more 
information on becoming foster parents or adoptive 
families, call the Children’s Protective Services 
office at 263-9669.

Sheriff

Support Groups

Take Note

Police blotter

Fire/EMS

TODAY
• The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets 

at 7 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809 
Scurry, or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call 
Robert Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room.
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. 

to 11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth 
St., provided by InHome Care.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard College Cactus Room.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the 
Big Spring Country Club.

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. 
in the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room.
• League of United Latin American Citizens 

LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce.  The public 
is invited. 

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 
267-7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada 
Restaurant.

• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon 
at the Howard College Cactus Room.

• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

 
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board

Your Local Weather
Wed

1/28

61/27
Abundant sunshine.
Warmer. High 61F.
Winds WSW at 10 to 20
mph.

Thu
1/29

58/27
Sunny. Highs in the up-
per 50s and lows in the
upper 20s.

Fri
1/30

62/32
Mainly sunny. Highs in
the low 60s and lows in
the low 30s.

©2005 American Profile Hometown Content Service

Obituaries

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2900 block of W. 
Seventh Street. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 4100 block of 
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block of 
W. Highway 80. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of Highway 87 and Gardendale. One 
person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported 
approximately 16 miles north on Highway 87. 
Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of 
Johnson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of 
Derrick Road. One person was transported to 
SMMC.
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Teddy Molina, Jr., 55, 
died Saturday, Jan. 24, 
2009, at Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center.  Funeral 
Mass will be at 1 p.m. 
Tuesday at St. Thomas 
Catholic Church with 
burial at Trinity Memorial 
Park.  

Beatrice Banks, 70, of 
Big Spring died Thursday, 
Jan. 22, 2009, at Medical 
Center Hospital in Odessa.  
Funeral services will be at 
11 a.m. Thursday at First 
Baptist Church.   

Johnanna Crow, 78, of 
Lubbock, formerly of Big 
Spring died Sunday, Jan. 
25, 2009, in Lubbock.  
Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

Courtesy photo

A group of interested citizens, civic leaders and senior citizens gathered Monday for a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony  on the site of the proposed Martin County Senior Citizens building. Shown holding the rib-
bon are Charlie Pinkerton (left), president of the Senior Citizens Council and (right) Daniel Armstrong, 
pastor of the Methodist church. Preparing to cut the ribbon is Sally Poteet, director of the senior cen-
ter.

Herald Staff Report

Martin County residents broke 
ground Monday on a new senior 
center in Stanton.

The facility will have slightly 
more than 6,000 square feet and 
will cost an estimated $500,000. 
The site for the building is on a 
one-half block property belong-

ing to the Martin County Senior 
Citizens Foundation. It is located 
just across the street southeast 
from the courthouse. The present 
senior center is in the old T&P 
Depot building. Though the De-
pot building has great historical 
value, it is only about one-fourth 
the size of the new building and 
has been outgrown.

The senior center delivers some 
25 noon meals each weekday to 
home-bound seniors in Stanton 
and has a similar number at the 
Depot. It is estimated the new 
building will be finished in six 
months.

The new facility will allow oth-
er programs to be offered to se-
niors and the community.

CENTER
Continued from Page 1

“If we do it this way, 
it might even simplify 
some of the county’s 
bookkeeping, if we 
would go ahead and 
proceed with this grant 
under Howard County,” 
said Farley. 

The county decided 
in 2008 to move forward 
with the formation of a 
County Health Center in 
2008 after receiving an 
$80,000-plus grant from 
the federal government 
to begin the effort.

County Judge Mark 
Barr agreed, saying the 
wait for non-profit sta-
tus for the project could 
throw up road blocks in 
the meantime. 

“What it all amounts 
to is they (TDSHS) don’t 
reimburse you until 
you’ve spent the mon-
ey,” said Barr. “And 
that’s pretty much the 
size of it. And if you all 
remember, we talked 
about this last week, 
and at first we thought 
we were going to use 

the Health Care Center 
as the name. However, 
if we do that it kind of 
fouls up our non-profit 
status under the coun-
ty’s non-profit number. 
It could lengthen the 
process.

“So what we’re doing 
is giving permission to 
the Health Center to use 
our general fund up to 
$16,400. And whenever 
Ann (Farley) spends this 
money, then Jackie sub-
mits it (to the state), and 
they reimburse us.”

The court voted unan-
imously to allow the 

Health Center project to 
use the county’s exist-
ing non-profit designa-
tion to secure the $16,400 
grant.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

PACT
Continued from Page 1

investigations lead out-
side the city limits.

“Everything will be 
under our direction. It’s 
not a situation where we 
open the door and they 
(the narcotics officers) 
go do what they want,” 
said Parker. “Every-
thing will come through 
our office. Our inves-
tigators will be work-
ing with them on these 
cases. That’s my under-
standing of the agree-
ment. We haven’t actu-
ally seen it yet, but Josh 
(Hamby, county attor-
ney) has been working 
with the city attorney 
on it. Until they approve 
it, we simply don’t have 
it to present to the com-
missioners court.”

Parker said the agree-
ment would streamline 

the investigation pro-
cess, something that 
would benefit everyone 
in Howard County.

“It’s a situation where 
the chief (of police, Lon-
nie Smith) and I sat 
down and discussed the 
problems,” said Parker. 
“A lot of the things the 
city is working on drifts 
out into the county, and 
without some type of 
agreement to go out and 
pursue that, it makes it 
very difficult. It’s some-
thing that has expand-
ed, and the city realizes 
a lot of their investiga-
tions lead out into the 
county, and we’re more 
than happy to allow 
them to do that because 
it benefits everyone.”

County Attorney Ham-
by said there are still 
some issues of liability 
in the agreement that 
have to be hammered 
out between himself 
and City Attorney Lin-

da Sjogren, but progress 
is being made.

“I don’t believe there 
has been any discus-
sion yet as to how long 
the agreement would be 
good for,” said Hamby. 
“That’s something we’ll 
have to put in it, maybe 
making it good for a 
year so we can renew 
it annually, or however 
we want to do it.

“There are also some 
liability issues we’re 
looking at right now. 
The county would be lia-
ble for anything the nar-
cotics officers did while 
they were working in 
the county, so we’re still 
looking at that. It’s an 
issue we’ll have to ad-
dress.”

Also during the meet-
ing, Parker discussed 
the possible change of 
two HCSO employees 
currently working part-
time to full-time. One 
would be a dispatcher, 

while the other would 
be a bonding clerk, a 
position that could see 
considerably more ac-
tivity when the newly 
built county jail opens 
later this year.

“We would certainly 
like to look at it, if it’s 
feasible. There are ben-
efits to this,” said Park-
er. “We’re getting ready 
to go into this bigger 
facility, and when you 
get into your bonding 
clerks, we’re going to 
be working them more 
because we’re going 
to have more inmates. 
Their job is going to 
actually increase, and 
we can dual-train our 
dispatchers to be jail-
certified, and that gives 
us another person in the 
facility number-wise.”

Parker said his office 
is having considerable 
difficulty in hiring and 
keeping employees in 
the two part-time posi-

tions, and with the cur-
rent crunch on training 
time — some of which 
is necessary to make 
the transition to the 
new jail — things could 
quickly get complicat-
ed.

“We don’t have any 
schools lined up for jail 
certifications yet,” said 
Parker. “That’s a 96-
hour course, which will 
take about two-and-a-
half weeks to complete. 
That will probably be 
done in Midland. Hope-
fully, we can get some-
thing done here.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

BAILOUT
Continued from Page 1

which seems to be drift-
ing away from what he 
said he wanted, which 
is a package that is at 
least 40 percent tax cuts 
and earmark free.”

“We think the country 
needs a stimulus,” Mc-
Connell said on NBC’s 
“Today” show. But he 
also said that he be-
lieves most people do 
not believe it will be 
accomplished through 
projects like “fixing up 
the mall.”

Republican leaders 
sent Obama a letter 
last week requesting he 
talk with them about 
the stimulus. Tuesday’s 
meetings follow a bipar-
tisan, bicameral White 
House gathering last 
week with congressional 
leaders on the economy.

Under the Obama 
team’s watchful eye, the 
Democratic-controlled 
House and the Senate 
are in the midst of modi-
fying the package that 
melds new government 
spending with a series 
of tax cuts. It seems to 
grow with every turn as 
it wends its way through 
Congress, and it’s likely 
to be the largest single 
piece of legislation 
ever, once it ends up on 
Obama’s desk. He wants 
it ready to sign by mid-
February.

Stanton breaks ground on senior center
New facility will be quadruple the size of the present building

FATAL
Continued from Page 1

“The vehicle went into 
a side skid and slammed 
into a culvert and rolled 
a couple of times. She 
was pronounced dead at 
the scene.”

Moore said Atkinson, 
who was driving a 2007 
Chevrolet Cobalt at the 
time of the wreck, was 
not wearing her seat-
belt.

Howard County Sher-
iff Stan Parker con-
firmed icy roads could 
have played a role in the 
accident.

“The weather could 
have certainly contrib-
uted to the accident. 
We’ve seen a lot of ice 
on the roads in the east-
ern and northern por-
tions of the county this 
morning,” said Parker. 
“We’ve been called to 
four other accidents this 
morning as well, but for-
tunately there haven’t 
been any serious inju-
ries reported as a result 
of them.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com



E
veryone now under-
stands that the economy 
is broken. While many 
name the mortgage and 

credit-default-swap crises as 
culprits, they are only the most 
recent indicators of an economy 
with fatal design 
flaws.

Our economy has 
long been based 
on what econo-
mist Herman Daly 
calls “uneconomic 
growth” where 
increases in the 
Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) 
come at an ex-
pense in resources 
and well-being 
that is worth more 
than the goods and 
services provided.

When GDP growth exacerbates 
social and environmental prob-
lems — from sweatshop labor to 
manufacturing toxic chemicals 
— every dollar of GDP growth 
reduces well being for people 
and the planet, and we’re all 
worse off.

Our fatally flawed economy 
creates economic injustice, pov-
erty, and environmental crises. 
It doesn’t have to be that way. 
We can create a green economy: 
one that serves people and the 
planet and offers antidotes to the 
current breakdown.

Here are six green-economy 
solutions to today’s economic 
mess:

1. Green Energy, Green Jobs: A 
crucial starting place to rejuve-
nate our economy is to focus on 
energy. It’s time to call in the 
superheroes of the green energy 
revolution — energy efficiency, 
solar and wind power, and 
plug-in hybrids — and put their 
synergies to work with rapid, 
large-scale deployment. This is 
a powerful way to jumpstart the 
economy, spur job creation (with 
jobs that can’t be outsourced), 

declare energy independence, 
and claim victory over the cli-
mate crisis. 

2. Clean Energy Victory Bonds: 
How are we going to pay for this 
green energy revolution? We at 
Green America propose Clean 
Energy Victory Bonds. Modeled 
after victory bonds in World 
War II, Americans would buy 
these bonds from the federal gov-
ernment to invest in large-scale 
deployment of green energy proj-
ects, with particular emphasis in 
low-income communities hard-
est hit by the broken economy. 
These would be long-term bonds, 
paying an annual interest rate, 
based in part on the energy and 
energy savings that the bonds 
generate. During World War II, 
85 million Americans bought 
over $185 billion in bonds — that 
would be almost $2 trillion in 
today’s dollars.  

3. Reduce, Reuse, Rethink: 
Living lightly on the Earth, sav-
ing resources and money, and 
sharing (jobs, property, ideas, 
and opportunities) are crucial 
principles for restructuring our 
economy. This economic break-
down is, in part, due to living 
beyond our means — as a nation 
and as individuals. With the 
enormous national and consum-
er debt weighing us down, we 
won’t be able to spend our way 
out of this economic problem. 
Ultimately, we need an economy 
that’s not dependent on unsus-
tainable growth and consumer-
ism. So it’s time to rethink our 
over-consumptive lifestyles, and 
turn to the principles of elegant 
simplicity, such as planting 
gardens, conserving energy, and 
working cooperatively with our 
neighbors to share resources 
and build resilient communities. 

4. Go Green and Local: When 
we do buy, it is essential that 
those purchases benefit the 
green and local economy — so 
that every dollar helps solve 
social and environmental prob-

lems, not create them. Our 
spending choices matter. We 
can support our local commu-
nities by moving dollars away 
from conventional agribusiness 
and big-box stores and toward 
supporting local workers, busi-
nesses and organic farmers. 

5. Community Investing: All 
over the country, community-
investing banks, credit unions, 
and loan funds that serve hard-
hit communities are strong, 
while the biggest banks required 
bailouts. The basic principles of 
community investing keep such 
institutions strong: Lenders and 
borrowers know each other. 
Lenders invest in the success of 
their borrowers — with train-
ing and technical assistance 
along with loans. And the people 
who provide the capital to the 
lenders expect reasonable, not 
speculative, returns. If all banks 
followed these principles, the 
economy wouldn’t be in the 
mess it’s in today. 

6. Shareowner Activism: When 
you own stock, you have the 
right and responsibility to ad-
vise management to clean up its 
act. Had General Motors listened 
to shareholders warning that 
relying on SUVs would be its 
downfall, it would have invested 
in greener technologies, and 
would not have needed a bail-
out. Had CitiGroup listened to 
its shareowners, it would have 
avoided the faulty mortgage 
practices that brought it to its 
knees. Engaged shareholders are 
key to reforming conventional 
companies for the transition to 
this new economy — the green 
economy that we are building 
together. 

It’s time to move from greed to 
green.

Alisa Gravitz is director of 
Co-op America, a nonprofit 
consumer organization advocat-
ing socially and environmen-
tally responsible purchasing and 
investing.

P
resident Barack Obama 
and congressional lead-
ers want to see an eco-
nomic stimulus package 

passed soon.  
If the specifics of the package 

are in line with election rheto-
ric, the package could include 
significant invest-
ments in “green 
infrastructure” 
to stimulate job 
growth and re-
duce dependence 
on foreign oil. 
The whole pack-
age could include 
everything from 
an extension of 
jobless benefits to 
money for cities to 
make public build-
ings more energy 
efficient. But it cannot leave 
out the public water systems 
that national leaders have long 
taken for granted. Our economic 
prosperity as a country depends 
upon reliable water delivery and 
sewage treatment. 

Over a century ago, the con-
solidation of smaller privately 
held water companies into larger 
municipal systems in the United 
States dramatically boosted 
people’s health and standard of 
living, which helped spur a peri-
od of rapid economic growth and 
prosperity.  Even today these 
operations are among the best 
in the world, though the value 
national leaders have placed on 
them has diminished markedly 
over time. 

Today our public water sys-
tems are facing a $22 billion 
annual shortfall between what 
they require and what they are 
allocated. 

This is part of a trend that cit-

ies and towns have been resist-
ing for the last three decades. 
In 1978, federal funding covered 
78 percent of the cost for new 
water infrastructure. By 2007, it 
covered only 3 percent.  That’s a 
paltry 3 percent, despite the fact 
that government spending on 
public water systems actually 
pays huge dividends for a strug-
gling economy. 

A recent study prepared for the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors that 
examined more than 310 sources 
including economic studies, aca-
demic journals, and government 
reports finds that:

•  $1 of water and sewer infra-
structure investment increases 
Gross Domestic Product in the 
long term by $6.35; 

• Each additional $1 of revenue 
to local government for provid-
ing water and sewer services in-
creases revenue to all industries 
by $2.62 in that year;

• Adding one new job in the 
local public water and sewer 
sector creates 3.68 jobs in the 
national economy to support 
that job.

What’s more, the jobs created 
in the public sector are green-
collar. They ensure our water 
supply is safe. They are high-
quality, career track jobs that 
provide stable employment and 
fuel economic development. 
And ongoing innovation in this 
sector will ensure that our water 
systems are greener and more 
sustainable in the long term. 

Additionally, public invest-
ment in protecting land around 
source water can yield long-term 
savings for taxpayers. The U.S. 
Conference of Mayors finds 
that protecting one hectare of 
a wetland for source water can 
save more than $4,000 in avoided 

treatment costs and yield an 
additional $10,000 in other 
ecosystem services. In some cit-
ies, direct investment in public 
water infrastructure has been 
accompanied by strong messag-
es to the public that they needn’t 
waste their hard-earned dollars 
on bottled water at all — which 
is often derived from the same 
source as tap water. 

Not only is bottled water 
already less regulated than tap, 
but in the United States, manu-
facturing the plastic for the 
bottles puts more than 2.5 mil-
lion tons of carbon dioxide into 
the air annually, not including 
the energy used for driving the 
bottles around. Also, 38 billion 
plastic water bottles wind up in 
landfills or on roadsides as litter 
each year, which can cost cities 
up to $70 million in clean-up and 
disposal fees. 

As cities across the United 
States save hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars by cutting 
spending on bottled water, 
resources are freed up for 
more beneficial uses, including 
re-investment in public water 
systems. These are the backbone 
of our country’s infrastructure, 
public health and economic 
prosperity — it’s time we start 
nurturing them. 

Now, while many folks are 
still smarting from a bailout 
that appeared to put the lofty 
interests of Big Business before 
those of everyday Americans, 
our leaders have the opportunity 
to ensure that this next stimulus 
package wells from the ground 
up…literally. 

Kelle Louaillier is executive di-
rector, Corporate Accountability 
International.
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How to stabilize our economy

Stimulus should spring from ground up

B
ad news keeps coming from the offices 
of the Veterans Affairs Department. 
Many veterans and their families have 
endured ill treatment from the VA for 

a long time. Incidents and problems have been 
widely reported, usually followed by a volley of 
promises to fix the problems. Those promises 
don’t necessarily become reality.

Now, in a report released Friday, the Govern-
ment Accountability Office says VA is lowball-
ing budget estimates it gives to Congress to 
keep its spending down. While that might be a 
nice sentiment, it does little more than endan-
ger health care for veterans.

According to an Associated Press story, the 
report shows that the VA failed to account for 
tens of thousands of patients and understated 
costs by millions of dollars when it came to the 
rehabilitation of veterans in nursing homes, 
community centers and hospices.

America’s engagement in a couple of wars 
has created a desperate need for vets’ care, and 
the rehabilitative area is a huge part of that. 
Veterans have made huge sacrifices for their 
country and deserve no less than the best care. 
Sadly, it appears that the VA has been playing 
political and budgetary games that put the vets 
last in consideration rather than first.

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., said, “The prob-
lems at the VA have been caused by years of 
mismanagement and putting the bottom line 
above the needs of our veterans. While we 
won’t fix everything overnight, Secretary 
(Eric) Shinseki has pledged honesty and accu-
rate accounting which are key to realistic bud-
gets and providing the services our veterans 
have earned.”

When the VA figures out its primary duty is 
taking care of people, not paperwork, that will 
be a good first step. Our veterans deserve bet-
ter.

the times

el PAso

Our veterans
deserve better
from the VA
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a small prayer

With you, Lord, we can have better business 
sense.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Herald Staff Report
ROSWELL, N.M. — It wasn’t a pret-

ty 17-point victory, but a win is a 
win.

Howard College’s men’s basketball 
team got back on the winning track 
Monday, fending off a feisty New 
Mexico Military Institute squad for a 
65-48 victory.

Neither team could muster any sort 
of consistent offense in the first half 
as Howard took a 20-11 lead into the 
break.

The Hawks came out on fire from 
the locker rooms, though, with Ricardo 
Zanini leading the early charge. 
Zanini scored nine points in the first 3 
½  minutes of the second half to help 
Howard pull out to a 14-point advan-
tage, 27-13. 

NMMI did cut Howard’s lead down 
to single digits twice, but couldn’t get 
within striking distance.

Howard was led by Zanini and 
Joshua Watkins, who scored 11 points 
apiece. NMMi received a stellar per-

formance from Eric Stewart, who hit 
the scoresheet for 27.

Howard hosts No. 4 Midland College 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday. Midland 
remained undefeated in WJCAC play 
Monday with an 88-60 win over Frank 
Phillips College.

The Hawks lost to the Chaparrals, 
74-66, in the conference opener for 
both teams Dec. 3, 2008. Midland led 
by as many as 24 points in the second 

See HAWKS, Page 6

Hawks pull away late from NMMILocal basketball
schedule changes
Due to inclement weather some schedule 

changes have been made to tonight’s local 
basketball matchups across the  Crossroads’ 
area. These were correct as of press time.

Big Spring’s games vs. Plainview 
have been cancelled and rescheduled 
for a later date this week.

Coahoma’s games at Tuscola Jim 
Ned have been cancelled and resched-
uled for 5 p.m. Wednesday.

Forsan at Stanton has been can-
celled and scheduled for 6:30 p.m. 
Friday.

Sands at Grady and Garden City at 
Robert Lee are scheduled to occur as 
planned as of press time.

HC heads into important matchup with MC with win

By BARRY WILNER
AP Football Writer

TAMPA, Fla. — The pilot of their airplane 
stuck a team flag out the cockpit window as 
the Arizona Cardinals landed in a place few 
could have imagined.

Ever.
A team whose fans haven’t touched ground 

since the start of a stunning postseason run 
in early January, arrived in the Super Bowl 
city Monday. With many players videotaping 
the proceedings — the walk across the tar-
mac, the bus ride to the team hotel, the first 
onslaught of media — it was clear that just 
being here meant something to a franchise 
long considered an NFL doormat.

“It’s a great moment,” said safety Adrian 
Wilson, the longest-tenured Cardinal. “To be 
here, to go through all the teams, to go through 
all the players, it’s big for the whole organiza-
tion. It’s big for the players who are here right 
now.

“You never know the type of team you have 
and you never know the circumstances. This 
team and this group of guys who you have 
right now, I think we are special.”

Not that the Steelers, seeking an unprece-
dented sixth Super Bowl title, don’t have a 
special feeling about their surroundings. 
Even though a huge chunk of them have been 
this route before, the cameras were out, the 
smiles were wide, and the warm sun was wel-
coming.

See SUPER BOWL, Page 6

AP photo/Ross D. Franklin

Arizona Cardinals quarterback Kurt Warner smiles as the 
team arrives at the Tampa International Airport for Super 
Bowl XLIII Monday in Tampa, Fla. Both the Cardinals and 
Steelers landed in Tampa and now enter a week-long media 
blitz, leading up to the game which will be played at 5 p.m. 
Sunday.

Super
arrivals
Cards, Steelers land
in Tampa Monday

McLEAN, Va. — The Mountain West 
Conference is pushing for an automatic annu-
al entry into the Bowl Championship Series’ 
postseason lineup, USA Today reported 
Monday.

The newspaper said presidents and chan-
cellors of the league’s nine schools, along 
with commissioner Craig Thompson, will 
press for a meeting with BCS coordinator 
John Swofford, to discuss an automatic berth 
into the BCS.

“I would not be optimistic,” Thompson 
said. “As I explained to them (the Mountain 
West presidents), it’s a series of legal con-
tracts among 11 conferences, four bowls, two 
TV partners with yet another TV partner 
coming in. I would not see much of a relax-
ation.”

Conference champion Utah finished second 
in the AP Top 25, earning 16 of 65 first-place 
votes after it finished an undefeated season 
by beating Alabama 31-17 in the Sugar Bowl.

But the Utes had to force their way in to the 
four big-money games, which also include 
the Fiesta, Orange and Rose Bowls.

Only champions of the six BCS conferences 
— the ACC, Big East, Big Ten, Big 12, Pac-10 
and SEC automatically qualify.

Two other successful Mountain West teams 
this season, TCU (11-2) and BYU (10-3), had to 
settle for lesser bowls. 

TCU beat then-undefeated Boise State in 
the Poinsettia Bowl and BYU lost to Arizona 
in the Las Vegas Bowl.

Utah was the first team from one of the five 
non-BCS leagues to qualify for the BCS a sec-
ond time. 

The Utes beat Big East champion Pittsburgh 
35-7 in the Fiesta Bowl after an undefeated 
2004 season.

BCS busters
never more?
Mountain West Conference
making push for auto BCS bid

AP Photo/Kathy Willens 

Houston Rockets forward Luis Scola (4) runs up against 
resistance from New York Knicks center David Lee (42) 
in the fourth quarter of an NBA game at Madison Square 
Garden in New York, Monday. The Knicks defeated the 
Rockets 104-98.

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Anyone who comes off the 
Knicks bench seems to be 
scoring these days.

Wilson Chandler was 
removed from the starting 
lineup after his recent strug-
gles and responded with 18 
points in a 104-98 win over 
the Houston Rockets on 
Monday night. Fellow 
reserve Nate Robinson con-
tinued his strong play to lead 
New York with 19 points.

Chandler’s 3-pointer with 
more than two minutes left 
gave the Knicks the lead for 
good at 97-96.

The Knicks’ reserves 
scored at least 50 points for 
the fourth straight game.

“Wil really responded 
today,” coach Mike D’Antoni 
said. “You knew he would. 
He’s played real well all 
year.”

New York had been 0-21 in 
games in which it trailed 
after three quarters.

“For once we started the 
fourth quarter down and we 
won the game,” D’Antoni 
said. “That’s a baby step.”

The Rockets were playing 
without center Yao Ming 
(sore right knee) for the sec-
ond straight game. Yao went 

out just as Tracy McGrady 
and Ron Artest were return-
ing from injuries of their 
own.

Artest (right ankle) had 24 
points in Sunday’s win at 
Detroit, but struggled to 
4-of-19 shooting against the 
Knicks. McGrady (left knee) 
had 20 points with more then 
five minutes left in the game 
then missed his last five 
shots.

Chandler often faced the 
assignment of guarding 
McGrady. He had been 
replaced by Al Harrington 
in the starting lineup after 
averaging just 3.3 points on 
25 percent shooting over his 
previous three games. He 
was 6-of-10 Monday and 
added seven rebounds and 
three assists.

Houston led 89-80 with less 
than eight minutes left when 
the Knicks went on a 14-5 
run to tie the game.

Robinson scored nine 
points during the spurt. He’s 
averaging 20.3 points over 
his last four games, bounc-
ing back from a slump in 
which he averaged 9.7 dur-
ing the previous 11.

See ROCKETS, Page 6

Knicks thwart Rockets

By JIM O’CONNELL
 AP Basketball Writer

Duke returned to the top of The 
Associated Press’ college basket-
ball poll Monday, a place the Blue 
Devils have been very familiar 
with in recent years.

The Blue Devils (18-1) moved up 
one spot to No. 1, their first appear-
ance there since the final poll of 
2005-06. They were ranked on top 
for at least one week in every sea-
son from 1997-98 to 2003-04 and 
only UCLA’s 134 weeks at No. 1 
beats Duke’s 111 in the 59-year his-
tory of the poll.

“When you have a chance to be 
voted No. 1 at any time it is an 
honor you don’t take lightly,” 
Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski said 
Monday. “It is not something you 
try to keep winning but you try to 
keep improving. I think it goes 
with the territory we’ve been in 
for awhile.”

Duke received 62 first-place 
votes and 1,789 points from the 
72-member national media panel 
to easily outdistance Connecticut 
(18-1), which was No. 1 on six bal-
lots and had 1,694 points, 47 more 

See TOP 25, Page 7

Duke finally 
back at No. 1
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“Are you kidding?” said wide receiver Hines 
Ward, the MVP of the Steelers’ 2006 Super Bowl 
win over Seattle. “It’s very nice to be in Tampa; it 
was snowing on our way here. They had to defrost 
the plane there was so much snow on the ground.

“It’s the Super Bowl and it’s a great event to take 
part in and, personally, I love the South, every-
thing about being down in the South,” said Ward, 
who grew up in Georgia. “Being in Florida, the 
weather is something. It definitely beats being 
back in Pittsburgh.”

Ward and his teammates fully expect Tampa to 
resemble the Steel City by the weekend. No, not 
weather-wise; if that happens, rest assured the 
NFL won’t be bringing its extravaganza back here. 
But in color, as in black and gold.

Quarterback Ben Roethlisberger envisions a tsu-
nami of Terrible Towels.

“It’s awesome,” he said. “Every time we go to an 
away-city, in a way it feels like a home game 
because there are so many fans. We expect them to 
be out there and having fun.”

For now, with no practice sessions until 
Wednesday, the players actually can have some 
fun, too. Not too much, of course.

Neither coach is about to clamp down on his play-
ers this early in the week. They promise to keep 
things reasonable and as normal as possible, so 
don’t look for any early curfews like the ones Dick 
Vermeil imposed on his 1980 Eagles. Philly’s play-
ers got tighter as the week wore on, even as the 
Oakland Raiders were partying across New 
Orleans.

By game time, the Eagles could barely breathe, 

let along play football, and they were routed by the 
loose Raiders.

“He hasn’t put any handcuffs on us,” James 
Harrison, the defensive player of the year, said, 
referring to coach Mike Tomlin. “We have the 
same freedoms as if we were staying in Pittsburgh 
for a week, as opposed to here.”

Same thing for the Cardinals, whose coach, Ken 
Whisenhunt, was Pittsburgh’s offensive coordina-
tor for that fifth Super Bowl win. Whisenhunt 
understands the importance of sticking to the 
norms, even if this is more than uncharted terri-
tory for the Cardinals.

He also believes the week the Cardinals spent in 
the East in September, with back-to-back games in 
Washington and the Meadowlands, will be benefi-
cial now. Even if Arizona lost both games.

“This is a week of distractions,” he said, “and 
this is one distraction that is not new to us. It helps 
us minimize that distraction.”

Regardless, both coaches, as well as veterans who 
have gotten this far — yes, the Cardinals have 
some players who made Super Bowl teams else-
where, including quarterback Kurt Warner — 
can’t stress enough the importance of not stressing 
too much.

“I’m just going to have fun and enjoy it,” 
Roethlisberger said. “I don’t know if it’s my last 
one, you never know. I hope not. I hope I can come 
back to five more of these, but you just never 
know.”
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half. Howard cut the lead to 6 with 35 
seconds to play, but Midland hit some 
free throws down the stretch to seal 
the win.

The women will take on Midland 

first at 6 p.m. Thursday. The Lady 
Chaps are ranked third nationally 
and undefeated, coming off a 95-51 
blowout victory over Frank Phillips.

Howard came closest to handing 
Midland its only loss of the season 
Dec. 3, 2008. 

The Hawks led by as many as 12 in 
the first half, but Midland overtook 
them with 1:41 to play and eventually 

won, 55-51.
Howard College (15-6, 4-4) 65,

New Mexico Military Institute (6-16, 1-7) 48
Howard (65) 
Markeys Deans 2-5 2-4 7, Vladimir Gavranic 1-2 

4-4 6, Devon Baker 2-7 1-2 6, Denzel Barnes 1-4 
5-6 7, Ricardo Zanini 4-8 1-1 11, Latrail McCoy 3-4 
0-0 8, Dante Menter 0-3 0-0 0, Shaad O’Garro 1-2 
0-0 2, Joshua Watkins 4-5 3-5 11, Nikola Mandic 
0-1 4-4 4, Demetrius Beauford 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 
19-43 20-26 65.

NMMI (48)

Eric Stewart 8-15 8-11 27, Richard Wells 0-5 1-2 
1, Aaron Patterson 3-8 1-2 7, Brad Rogers 1-4 3-5 
5, Junior Eko 0-3 2-2 2, T.J. Jackson 0-1 0-0 0, 
Greg Marshall 1-2 0-0 2, Connor Williamson 0-3 
0-0 0, Stefan Fields 1-1 0-2 2, Ismael Clark 1-5 0-0 
2, Alpheus Joseph 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 15-48 15-24 
48.

Halftime: HC 20, NMMI 11. 3-point goals: HC 
7-18 (McCoy 2-3, Zanini 2-5, Deans 1-1, Baker 
1-3), NMMI 3-14 (Stewart 3-6). Rebounds: HC 26 
(Mandic 6), NMMI 33 (Rogers 11). Assists: HC 10 
(Watkins 4), NMMI 9 (Wells 3). Total fouls: HC 22, 
NMMI 20. Fouled out: Deans.

ROCKETS
Continued from Page 5

Chandler had his first scoreless 
game of the season in Saturday’s loss 
at Philadelphia. During the Knicks’ 
day off Sunday, he spent a few hours 
in the gym.

“Coach, he’s going to make a lot of 

changes,” Chandler said. “If he feels a 
certain way that things are going to 
make us win, he’s going to make that 
change.”

After Luis Scola scored inside to 
break the tie, Chandler’s 3-pointer 
put the Knicks ahead to stay.

Scola had 16 points and 14 rebounds 
for Houston.

The Rockets attempted a season-
high 33 3-pointers, making just 10.

“We’re not playing team ball,” 
guard Rafer Alston said. “We were 
very selfish tonight. They were able 
to capitalize on our selfishness. We 
have to decide whether we’re going to 
play one-on-one or we’re going to pass 
the ball to each other and play team 
ball.”

Notes: The Knicks had lost eight 
straight to Houston. They last beat 
the Rockets on Nov. 18, 2004. ... Knicks 

rookie Danilo Gallinari returned 
after sitting out one game with a sore 
lower back. He had four points. ... 
The Knicks’ Tim Thomas hit a 3-point-
er at the buzzer to end the first quar-
ter. ... Rockets backup center Dikembe 
Mutombo pleased the crowd with his 
trademark finger wag in the second 
half after they hooted him for stand-
ing up off the bench and arguing a 
call.

MELBOURNE (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic’s hopes for a second straight 
Australian Open title ended under a 
broiling sun against Andy Roddick 
on Tuesday.

With ice packs and massages fail-
ing to provide relief, third-ranked 
Djokovic became increasingly woozy 
and was forced to retire while trail-
ing 6-7 (3), 6-4, 6-2, 2-1, allowing the 
seventh-seeded Roddick to move into 
the semifinals.

The 26-year-old American will face 
second-ranked Roger Federer, now 
within two victories of a record-tying 
14th Grand Slam after routing No. 8 
Juan Martin del Potro of Argentina 
6-3, 6-0, 6-0. Federer, with a 15-2 record 
against Roddick, ran off the last 13 
games.

“Playing Andy is always nice,” the 
27-year-old Federer said. “We’ve had 
some big matches over the years and 
it’s always a pleasure to play against 
him because he brings energy to the 
court with his serve and his charac-
ter. It’s nice to play somebody my 
age. Everyone’s so young now.”

Djokovic said he was cramping and 
sore, and “didn’t really have time to 
recover” from his previous match, 
which ended at 2:26 a.m. Monday.

“Conditions were extreme today. It 
did affect more on me than him, as 
you could see,” Djokovic said of tem-
peratures that reached 95 degrees. 
“But, you know, that was the situa-
tion. I just have to cope with it. Really 
tried my best, but sometimes you 

can’t fight against your own body.”
Roddick, meanwhile, looked as fit 

as ever. After losing 15 pounds with a 
tough offseason workout regimen 
under new coach Larry Stefanki, he 
was quicker and his backhand stron-
ger. The match left little doubt about 
the American’s stamina on another 

sweltering day with not a cloud in the 
sky.

“It’s rewarding to come out on a day 
like today, when it’s pretty hot, and 
feel pretty good. That’s what you do 
the work for,” Roddick said.

While the crowd in the night match 
was definitely pro-Federer, with 

Swiss flags abounding, it began back-
ing the increasingly dispirited del 
Potro. But nothing could stop Federer, 
who won 51 of the last 65 points and 
finished with 38 winners to a mere 
nine unforced errors.

Everything was working for 
Federer, and his mix of speeds and 
spins was masterful. One service 
game in the first set summed it up — 
ace, backhand winner, forehand win-
ner, volley winner, all in less than 
two minutes. As he served for the sec-
ond set, a fan shouted: “You’re per-
fect, Roger!”

Not quite, but very, very good.
“For me, it’s a fabulous effort,” he 

said. “I’m delighted and hope I can 
keep it up.”

Del Potro called it a bad day that 
showed he needs to improve to com-
pete against the best.

“I can’t do nothing in the match,” 
del Potro said. “He play like No. 1 of 
the world.”

The heat was slowly rising but 
wasn’t a major issue in the opening 
match, when Vera Zvonareva ran off 
11 straight games in a 6-3, 6-0 win 
over 2007 Wimbledon finalist Marion 
Bartoli of France to reach the semifi-
nals for the first time in 25 majors.

Seventh-ranked Zvonareva will 
meet fellow Russian Dinara Safina, 
who survived 11 double-faults and 36 
unforced errors to beat Australia’s 
Jelena Dokic 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 in a match

See AUSSIE, Page 7

Roddick advances after Djokovic quits at Aussie

AP Photo/Andrew Brownbill 

Andy Roddick of the United States makes a return to Serbia’s Novak 
Djokovic on his way to winning his men’s singles match at the Australian 
Open Tennis Championship in Melbourne, Australia, Tuesday.
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than Pittsburgh (18-1), 
which had three first-
place votes.

Pitt moved into the 
No. 1 spot three weeks 
ago for the first time in 
school history and the 
Panthers were replaced 
at the top last week by 
Wake Forest, which had 
spent a total of two 
weeks at the top before 
that.

The Demon Deacons 
lost to Virginia Tech on 
Wednesday and dropped 
to No. 6. Duke beat 
North Carolina State 
and Maryland last 
week.

“It’s a long race and 
it’s good if you’re in the 
lead at some time,” 
Krzyzewski said. “It’s 
never bad, but it’s a long 
race.”

Three teams — Saint 
Mary’s, Washington 
and Kentucky — moved 
into the rankings for the 
first time this season, 
replacing Minnesota, 
Notre Dame and 
Florida.

Oklahoma (19-1), 
which received one 
first-place vote, moved 
from sixth to fourth, 
jumping North Carolina, 
which was a unanimous 
No. 1 in the preseason 
poll and for the first 
seven weeks of the sea-
son.

With Duke, Wake 
Forest and North 
Carolina all being from 
the Atlantic Coast 
Conference, it is the 
fourth time one league 
has three teams reach 
No. 1 in the same sea-
son. The Southeastern 
Conference did it in 
2002-03 (Alabama, 
Florida, Kentucky), 
while the Big Eight did 
it in 1989-90 (Kansas, 
Missouri, Oklahoma) 
and the ACC in 1985-86 
(Georgia Tech, North 
Carolina, Duke).

“Any level of high suc-
cess, even though it’s 
not permanent with a 
No. 1 ranking, it’s a good 
b e n c h m a r k , ” 
Krzyzewski said.

All but 18 of the weeks 
Duke has spent at No. 1 
have been since 
Krzyzewski took over 

the program in 1980.
North Carolina is 

third on the No. 1 list 
with 104 weeks.

Louisville, which won 
at Syracuse on Sunday, 
moved up two spots to 
seventh and was fol-
lowed by Marquette, 
Michigan State and 
Xavier.

Texas was 11th and 
was followed by 
Clemson, Butler, 
Arizona State, Syracuse, 
Purdue, UCLA, 
Memphis, Illinois and 
Gonzaga.

The last five ranked 
teams were Villanova, 
Saint  Mary’s, 
Washington, Kentucky 
and Georgetown.

Saint Mary’s (18-1) 
moved into the rankings 
on a 15-game winning 
streak since a loss to 
Texas-El Paso. The 
Gaels were ranked for 
six weeks last season. 
They play at Gonzaga 
on Thursday night in a 
matchup of the West 
Coast Conference’s top 
teams.

“It’s nice to be recog-
nized,” Saint Mary’s 
coach Randy Bennett 
said Monday night. 
“That’s what it is. It’s 
just a recognition that 
these guys are doing a 
good job. It’s good for 
our players. It’s good for 
our school. It helps your 
program. Especially for 
a mid-major to get 
ranked, there aren’t 
many that do. Because 
of last year, we’re not 
giddy about being 

ranked. ... There must 
be more good teams this 
year. It took us to 18-1 to 
get in the poll this 
year.”

Washington (15-4) beat 
UCLA this weekend to 
take over first place in 
the Pac-10. The Huskies, 
who were last ranked in 
January 2007, have won 
four straight and 13 of 
14 with the lone loss to 
California in triple 
overtime.

Kentucky (16-4) has 
won five straight and 11 
of 12 with the lone loss 
on a 25-foot buzzer beat-
er at Louisville. The 
Wildcats, who started 
the season with losses 
to VMI and North 
Carolina, were last 
ranked in the preseason 
poll of 2007-08.

Notre Dame (12-6) 
dropped out from 19th 
following its third 
straight loss, a 69-61 
defeat to Connecticut 
which ended the 
Fighting Irish’s 45-game 
home winning streak. 
They were ranked every 
week this season, reach-
ing as high as seventh.

Minnesota (17-3) lost 
to Purdue last week 
before beating Indiana 
67-63. 

The Gophers, who fell 
out from 21st, had been 
ranked for the past five 
weeks.

Florida (17-3) followed 
a 70-69 last-second loss 
to South Carolina with 
a 84-69 victory over 
Vanderbilt but that 
couldn’t keep the Gators 

from falling out from 
24th.

Georgetown, which 
lost to West Virginia 
and Seton Hall last week 
to extend its losing 
streak to three games, 
had the week’s biggest 
drop, falling from No. 12 
to 25th.
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with 11 service breaks. It’s the second 
straight Grand Slam semifinal for 
Safina — younger sister of 2005 men’s 
champion Marat Safin — who lost to 
eventual champion Serena Williams 
at the U.S. Open.

Dokic’s loss ended one of the tour-
nament’s most compelling stories: 
The former Wimbledon semifinalist 
was making her return to a Grand 
Slam after a three-year absence due 
to personal problems.

Safina apologized to the crowd for 

beating the local favorite, who 
advanced through a wild-card play 
tournament and was ranked No. 187.

“I hope that next time you’ll be 
behind me,” she said.

Dokic was happy with her perfor-
mance.

“There’s nothing to be disappointed 
about,” Dokic said. “It’s been a great 
start to 2009. I couldn’t have asked for 
anything more.”

The Australian Open has turned 
into a struggle for survival: Djokovic 
was the fourth player to quit in mid-
match in two days.

“Obviously, it’s very disappointing 
way to finish my first Grand Slam of 
the year,” he said. “But you have to 
take the best out of it and be positive. 

There is still a long season in front of 
me.”

Djokovic also retired in his quarter-
final against Rafael Nadal with a back 
problem at the 2006 French Open and 
his semifinal against the Spaniard at 
Wimbledon in 2007.

Roddick dropped only two points in 
five service games in the second set, 
getting the first break of the match 
for a 4-3 edge.

Meanwhile, Djokovic was wilting 
in the heat, draping towels packed 
with ice around his neck during 
changeovers. Clearly laboring, he lost 
his serve in the first game of the third 
set, double-faulting twice.

He managed to break back in the 
second game with a perfect lob. 

Djokovic held in the next game but 
looked increasingly weary and 
shrugged toward his coach. A cold 
towel around his shoulders again 
after the game, he called for the train-
er, who massaged his thighs with 
ice.

“I was kind of just playing my side 
of the court and I didn’t notice until 
the umpire said that they had some-
one coming out to see him,” Roddick 
said. “I feel bad for Novak right now. 
He worked so hard for this last year. 
To not get a fair chance to defend his 
title, that’s too bad.”

By contrast, Roddick — who grew 
up in Texas and Florida and has said 
he loves the heat — looked fresh until 
the end.

DALLAS (AP) — Terrell Owens 
hopes to score with a new cable reality 
show.

The Dallas Cowboys’ controversial 
wide receiver will star in his own 
show on VH1 this summer, giving 
fans a look into his life off the field.

VH1 announced Monday that the 
series takes place in the offseason, and 
T.O.’s best friends and publicists — 
Monique Jackson and Kita Williams 
— will help him re-examine his per-
sonal life. 

The two will work as “matchmakers 
and therapists” for Owens.

Owens, who caught 69 passes for 
1,052 yards and 10 touchdowns this 
season, was prominently featured on 
HBO’s “Hard Knocks” that tracked the 
Cowboys in training camp last year.

T.O. TV
NEW YORK (AP) — Andy Pettitte’s 

only thought was to stay with the 
New York Yankees. He had no inter-
est in returning to his hometown 
Houston Astros.

Still, the 36-year-old left-hander 
was bothered when the Yankees 
wanted to cut his salary from $16 
million to $10 million.

“Heck, the bottom line is I’m a 
man, and I guess it does take a shot 
at your pride a little bit,” he said. 
“But when you put all that aside, I 
wanted to play for the New York 
Yankees and, you know, that was the 
bottom line. I wanted to be there. I 
wanted to play in that new stadi-
um.”

After months of stalled negotia-
tions, Pettitte and the Yankees agreed 
Monday to a $5.5 million, one-year 

contract. While the guaranteed 
money is less than half New York’s 
original $10 million offer, he can 
make an additional $6.5 million in 
bonuses: $4.5 million based on 
innings and $2 million based on days 
on the active roster. He would earn 
the entire amount if he pitches 210 
innings and doesn’t go on the dis-
abled list.

New York withdrew its first offer 
in December after agreeing to a $180 
million, eight-year deal with first 
baseman Mark Teixeira, a contract 
that, combined with agreements for 
pitchers CC Sabathia and A.J. 
Burnett, raised the Yankees’ spend-
ing spree to $423.5 million for three 
players.

Pettitte met in Texas with general 
manager Brian Cashman on Dec. 11 

and told him he would be willing to 
accept performance bonuses. The 
sides kept on talking.

“It just got to the point where Randy 
called me and said, ‘I think this is it, 
buddy,’” Pettitte said. “It didn’t take 
me long to decide because I knew 
that was where I was going to play.”

Pettitte might have been able to get 
a multiyear deal from another club.

“I could have made an awful lot 
more money than what I signed for,” 
he said.

He joins a starting rotation that 
already includes Sabathia, Burnett, 
Chien-Ming Wang and Joba 
Chamberlain. Phil Hughes, Ian 
Kennedy and Phil Coke are available 
in the event of injuries or if 
Chamberlain shifts back to the bull-
pen.

Yanks, Pettite agree at 5.5 million
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� One of the worst snowstorms in U.S. history 
happened March 11-14, 1888, just a week before the
first day of spring. Much of the northeastern United

States was buried in up to 4 feet of snow, with 
towering snowdrifts up to 30 feet high.

— World Almanac for Kids

Author Jeff Kinney
is no wimp

When the first “Diary of a Wimpy Kid” book de-
buted in April 2007, it immediately ran up the charts
to become a New York Times bestseller. Now there
are three books in the series — the third book, “Diary
of a Wimpy Kid: The Last
Straw,” just hit stores.

At a meeting in New York City,
author Jeff Kinney gave Time For Kids kid reporter
Forrest Simpson a sneak peek inside his notebook of
original drawings, notes and ideas for the next “Diary
of a Wimpy Kid” books.

TFK: When did you know you
wanted to be an author or cartoonist?

KINNEY: In college I decided that I
wanted to be a cartoonist. I had a
comic strip called Igdoof that got a lot
of attention. But unfortunately I got re-
jection letters (from newspapers) for
about three years, so I decided I was
going to have to break into the business

in a different way. And that’s why I became an author.
TFK: How did “The Diary of a Wimpy Kid” begin?
KINNEY: It started off on funbrain.com in 2004,

and I started publishing an entry a night. What hap-
pened was that I built up a big readership, and now
it’s been up for about four years and it has had about
70 million readers from around the world.

TFK: How long did it take you to write the first book?
KINNEY: It took me eight years to get it into a

form that could be published — a long time.
TFK: Do you plan to write more books?
KINNEY: I’m going to make at least five “Diary of

a Wimpy Kid” books, and hopefully seven. I think that
every good creation has a life
span, and that’s proba-
bly about eight years.

TFK: When the first
book was published,
did you ever think it
would be a hit?

KINNEY: I didn’t even
think that the book could
get published, so I had no
expectations. I certainly
could never have imagined
that it would become a hit.

TFK: Could you tell me
a little bit about your third
book, “Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Last Straw”?

KINNEY: The third book is about a conflict be-
tween Greg Heffley and his father. Greg’s father gets
tired of Greg’s wimpy ways, so he decides that he is
going to try to “shape him up,” and he sends his son
to military academy.

TFK: Is the main character, Greg, based on your-
self as a kid?

KINNEY: A lot of Greg’s stories are my stories. Greg
is kind of like a distorted version of myself. The weak-
nesses that I had are amplified in Greg, and I think that
Greg’s faults are like the faults of just about anyone.

TFK: Do you have any advice for kids who might
want to do what you do when they grow up?

KINNEY: Yes. If a kid wants to be a cartoonist,
they should copy as many people as possible. When
you copy someone else’s style, it helps you under-
stand how the artist created their drawings.

TFK: What part of the process do you like more,
cartooning or writing?

KINNEY: Both are really hard. I can’t really say that I
always enjoy it, but I enjoy having the finished product.

— Forrest Simpson
© 2009 Time Inc. All Rights Reserved.

TIME FOR KIDS and Timeforkids.com are registered trademarks of Time Inc.

MCT KidNews 01/29

DEAR AMERICAN GIRL: My friend and I
talked about how we think long hair is better
than short. Well, I wanted a change so
I cut my hair short. Now I’m wor-
ried about what my friend will
think. — Scared About My Hair! 

�You changed your mind. Guess
what? You’re allowed to do
that! You should be proud
that you think for yourself. As
long as you like it, that’s what matters most. If
you have a hunch that your friend might make a
big deal over it, you could say: “I still like long
hair, but I decided to cut mine short. I was ready
for a change.” Leave it at that, and it will be
harder for her to say something negative. 

DEAR AMERICAN GIRL: I am the tallest
one in my class, and I am heavier than some
of my friends. When they ask me how much I

weigh, I am afraid to tell them. — Heavier

� There’s no reason to be ashamed that
you weigh more than your friends. The

right weight is different for everyone, de-
pending on height and body
type. Your weight has nothing
to do with how good a person

you are. That said, asking someone what they
weigh is always inappropriate. If your friends
ask, you can say, “That’s personal!” and change
the subject. They should get the hint.
Visit “Fun for Girls” at americangirlmagazine.com to
get or give advice.  © 2009 American Girl, LLC.  All rights reserved.

Appearance worries
Punxsutawney Phil

may run back into his
hole at the sight of his
shadow, but you shouldn’t
shy away from yours. It
can make for an amusing
companion — one that
might even entice you to

bundle up and play
outdoors on a Feb-

ruary day.
TRY THESE:

� hide
from your

own shadow
� shake hands with

someone else’s shadow
without actually touching
hands
� touch someone else’s
shadow with your own
� make your shadow do
things you can’t, such as
touch the top of a tree or
building
� fit your shadow inside
someone else’s
� turn your shadow into
letter shapes (b, f, k, 
p, t, and y are good ones
to try)

— FamilyFun magazine

Shadow Play

What’s
the hardest thing 

about ice skating?
The ice!

Why don’t hot dogs
go out in the cold?

Because they’ll freeze 
their buns off!

finished 
antler

twist 
together 
for neck

barrel
shape

� Pipe cleaners:
(3) 2 inches, ears  

and tail
(4) 6 inches folded 

in half, legs     
(3) 3 inches, neck

antlers: (2) 11/2 inches
(2) 21/2 inches
(2) 3 inches

� Foam balls:
(1) 1 inches
(1) 2 inches, body

barrel
shape

SNOWSHOE HARE
� Pipe cleaners:
(1) 1 inch
(2) 11/2 inches, feet
(5) 21/2 inches, back 

feet, ears and tail

� Foam balls:
(1) 1 inch
(1) 11/2 inches, 

body

ARCTIC FOX
� Pipe cleaners:
(7) 2 inches, ears, 

neck, snout
(4) 21/2 inches

folded in half

(1) 7 inches, tail
� Foam balls:
(1) 11/2 inches
(1) 21/2 inches, 

body

REINDEER

SNOWY OWL
� Pipe cleaners:
(4) 1 inch
(2) 2 inches, feet
(1) 5 inches, tail
(2) 12 inches

� Foam balls:
(1) 1 inch
(1) 11/2 inches,

body barrel
shape

� Pipe cleaners:
(7) 1 inch
(1) 21/2 inches, 

snout*

� Foam balls:
(3) 1 inch, head and

feet
(1) 11/2 inches, body

BABY POLAR BEAR rolled
and 
cut

� Pipe cleaners:
(11) 1 inch
(1) 3 inches, snout*

� Foam balls:
(4) 1 inch, feet
(3) 11/2 inches, head 

and arms
(1) 21/2 inches, body

MAMA POLAR BEAR
rolled

and 
cut

* For the bear snouts, spiral the length of pipe cleaner
around your finger

SNOWMAN
� Pipe cleaners:
(2) 1 inch
(1) 6 inches
� Foam balls:
(1) 11/2 inches
(1) 2 inches
(1) 21/2 inches

WINTER PINE TREE

� Pipe cleaner: � Styrofoam cone: 
(1) 12 inches (1) 6 inches, trim top

� White tissue paper:
Approximatly 31/2 feet of 3 inch wide 
tissue paper, use siscors to cut fringe the
lenghth of one side

flatten balls

HOW TO MAKE ALL OF THESE
WOODLAND CREATURES 

1. For each creature, cut the white pipe
cleaners to the lengths indicated. Group
them by length.

2. Fold or shape the pipe cleaner parts.
Using the photos as a guide, bend the
ears, feet and tail and, if needed, twist to-
gether the neck, legs, wings and antlers.

3. Shape and cut the
Styrofoam balls. Depend-
ing on the project, you
may need to roll the balls
with your palm to create
a barrel shape (A), flatten
them (B), or slice them
with a butter knife (C).

4. Assemble the crea-
ture as shown in the dia-
gram. Simply insert the
shaped pipe cleaner
parts or connectors into the foam. 

5. Insert the colored sewing pins to
create eyes, a nose and other features. If
the pins are longer than the diameter of
the animal’s head, insert them so their
points extend into the neck.

A

B

C

wrap cone, 
secure with pins

shape
pipe
cleaner
into a star

barrel shape

barrel
shape

twist 
together 
for neck

barrel
shape

curl
tail

P H O TO S  B Y E D  J U D IC E /FA M ILY F U N  M A G A ZI NE

When

winter’s cold settles

over the land, mama and

papa creatures know what they

must do to survive with their young:

they gather pipe cleaners, foam

balls and colorful pins and get to

work crafting. In just minutes, a cooped-

up family can assemble all manner of

animal friends and magical snowmen,

and bring some light to the 

season’s darkness.

— FamilyFun 

magazine

pinch at
bend
for foot
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PUT YOUR
COFFEE CUP
RIGHT HERE.

NOW TRY
TURNING THE

PAGE.
Don’t you wish your advertising could stop consumers that effectively? Let’s

face it, most of the time it gets lost in the shuffle.
It takes a certain ingenuity to stand out in a crowd. You’ve got to be provoca-
tive. Unpredictible. A little smarter than the next guy. And you’ve got to have a

real feel for the medium you’re working in.
We put those talents to work for our advertisers everyday...and at no extra cost.

It works for them. And, you’ll have to admit, it just worked for you!

Let us be your advertising specialists.
Call today! 

432-263-7331

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

4x12 place cup here  2/22/08  3:20 PM  Page 1 Herald  Composing:Composing:Fillers:

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

GRAVE SPACE in Trinity Me-
morial Park- Space #2 only, Lot 
214, Section Meditation- Price 
$2000. Call Joyce M. Brumley 
(817)652-1815 or e-mail 
joymgab@aol.com

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Garage Sales
INSIDE SALE- January 29th, 
Thursday 8am-1pm. Furniture, 
antiques, odds and ends and 
clothing. CASH ONLY!! 2619 
ENT DR. (AIRBASE AREA).

Help Wanted

BIG SPRING Oil Company, 
needs experienced Tool 
Pusher. Must be able to pass 
drug test. Competitive salary 
and limited benefits. Most work 
within 60 miles of Big Spring or 
Snyder. Please send resume 
to: PO Box 1870, Big Spring, 
TX 79721.

NEED TO OFFSET HOLIDAY 
SPENDING? TRY AVON! 6 
Immediate openings in this 
area. 100% guaranteed prod-
uct. Up to 50% commission on 
sales and your own purchases, 
free training, and discounted 
insurance. We still provide 
products that people need de-
spite the bad economy. Call 
432-270-2125 TODAY! (Inde-
pendent Rep)

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Help Wanted
Bookkeeping/ Accounting 

Position
Local company needing an ex-
perienced bookkeeper/ ac-
countant. The position requires 
full time hours and may include 
occasional weekend hours.
Applicants must be able to 
multi-task and enjoy working in 
a fast pace environment.
Experience with Excel and 
Word programs a plus. Knowl-
edge of QuickBooks and Day 
to day bookkeeping including, 
payables, receivables, monthly 
financials and payroll with a 
working knowledge of comput-
ers, including PC and Macin-
tosh.
Insurance and retirement avail-
able. Vacations and sick days 
included. EOE.
Apply at 710 S. Scurry or send 
resume with cover letter to

publisher@
bigspringherald.com

Mailed applications will be ac-
cepted at:

P.O. Box 1431
Big Spring, Texas 79721

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a full-time RN 
Position. Great hours, friendly 
atmosphere and Benefits. 
Sign-On Bonus $2500.00. Call 
for appointment 
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is 
seeking RN PT/FT to provide 
compassionate care to our pts 
in Big Spring and surrounding 
area. Hospice experience pre-
ferred. Fax resume to:
Debbie Read @ 432-263-5301. 
EOE.

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

Help Wanted
INFANT CAREGIVER, and a
Cook. Full-time. Prefer 1 year 
experience, but will train. High 
School Diploma/ GED required. 
Apply in person, 1901 W. 16th, 
Learning Tree Academy.

INTERVIEWING FOR nursery 
attendant for First Church of 
Nazarene. Must be 
non-smoker, transportation, 
background check, references. 
Available for Sundays, 9:30 AM 
to 12:00 PM and Wednesdays, 
6:15 PM to 7:45 PM. Call 
(432)267-7015 for appoint-
ment.

KITCHEN HELP Part-time.
Must be Neat in Appearance. 
Honest & Dependable. No ex-
perience necessary will train. 
Inquire at Wagon Wheel, 2010 
Scurry St. No phone call 
Please!

Need Warehouse/ Mainte-
nance foreman.  Starting sal-
ary, with all benefits. Must have 
good driving record and experi-
ence in maintenance. Apply at 
1st & Johnson, Park Fuels, Big 
Spring.

NOW HIRING daycare workers 
for pre-school and toddler 
classes. Must be at least 18 yrs 
old, with GED or High School 
Diploma. Back ground check 
required. EOE. Contact 
Rhonda  @ 432-517-4315.

Help Wanted
P/T ACTIVITY Coordinator for 
local nonprofit community cen-
ter. Looking for enthusiastic, 
creative, and resourceful per-
son only. Must be computer 
savvy and have previous expe-
rience with children and senior 
citizens. Flexible position. 
$15/$18 hour. 68 hours per 
month. E-mail: 
kdanley@ti-f.org

PART-TIME position available 
for Thrift Store Clerk. Apply at 
The Salvation Army, 811 West 
5th.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

PLANT SUPERVISOR needed 
for Ameri-Tech Building Sys-
tems. Experience required in 
Portable Metal Building Manu-
facturing. Competitive Salary 
and Benefits available. Email to 
kwr_atbs@yahoo.com or fax to 
254-938-2762. EOE

Help Wanted
THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water supplier for the Per-
mian Basin, is accepting appli-
cations for an Electrician in 
the Big Spring area.  Responsi-
bilities include troubleshooting, 
servicing and maintaining 
pump control panels, electric 
motors up to 3000 hp, power 
distribution systems, electrical 
sub-stations, submersible mo-
tors, and commercial and resi-
dential wiring.  Intermediate 
level position, basic under-
standing of electronics/electric-
ity needed.  
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at the District’s of-
fice, 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432)267-6341, or on our web-
site  www.crmwd.org.

EXPERIENCED BUILDERS
needed. Apply at Ameri-Tech 
Building Systems,  5212 South 
Service Road. East IH-20, Big 
Spring, Texas 432-264-7130
EOE.

Help Wanted
POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Avg. Pay $20/hr, $57K/yr in-
cluding Federal Benefits, OT.
Placed by adSource, not affili-
ated w/ USPS who hires. 
1-866-795-4058.

SOUTH PLAINS Apartments 
needs Maintenance person 
w/helper. Must be AC Certified. 
Pay based on experience. Call 
Mon. thru Fri. 9am-5pm. 
432-714-4840.

WANTED DRILLING Supervi-
sor with at least 7 years experi-
ence. For Sharp Image Energy 
Inc. Please send resumes  to 
P.O. Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

WANTED OIL and Gas Drilling 
Engineer with at least 7 years 
experience and Reservoir En-
gineer experience would be 
helpful in their job application. 
For Sharp Image Energy Inc. 
Please send resumes  to P.O. 
Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY
Big Spring Area Routes

Midland Reporter-Telegram
The Midland

Reporter-Telegram
has delivery positions 

available in the Big Spring 
Area for both Home Delivery 
and Retail Outlet distribution. 
Earn $1,000 per month. Good 

organization for customer 
tracking, a reliable vehicle 

and a dependable commitment 
to early morning deliveries 

ranging from 
2:00 am-6:00 am.

If interested please call
Rudy Bryant
432-967-4147 15875

We are currently seeking a LVN in the Big Spring area. 
It is an honor to care for our employees & to serve our 

supportive work environment, tuition assistance and online 
CE courses. Opportunities for advancement are offered to 
all who work hard with a great attitude. Happiness & joy 
are cornerstones of our workplace.
Prefer an LVN with 1 year experience.

15833

We are currently seeking a Sales Executive in the Big 
Spring area. It is an honor to care for our employees & to 

packages, supportive work environment, tuition assistance 
and online CE courses. Opportunities for advancement are 
offered to all who work hard with a great attitude. Happi-
ness & joy are cornerstones of our workplace.

15871

Let Classified Work for You!
Call 263-7331 Today!

BUY•SELL•TRADE
In the

Big Spring Herald Classifieds
263-7331

Don’t throw those
unwanted items away!

Sell them!
Call

263-7331 and place your
garage sale in the Herald

Classified section and
receive a  Garage sale kit

Free!
Call Today!
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e : 
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:   $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NAIL SALON PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Cash Sale
Very Reasonable

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

CONCRETE

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

LAWN CARE
FALL CLEANUP

Rake Leaves, Hauling
Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service

816-6150 or
267-5460

FREE ESTIMATES 18675

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Complete Home Remodel

Tile - Sheetrock - 
- Appliance Install -

Free Estimates
432-816-6282

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z
Chimney, Air Duct 

Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes, 
Carpets, etc.

INSURED

1-866-843-1837 17
95

9

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heaters
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heater
Parts and Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

18
30

3

HOUSEKEEPING

PROFESSIONAL 
HOUSE 

CLEANING
References Available

Fair Prices &
 Quality Work

CALL
(432) 213-599118477

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

HOME IMPROVEMENT

15
26

5

Drywall, Ceramic & Wood 
Floors, Metal Roofs, Shingle 
Roofs, Carpentry, Additions.

WE DO ALL TYPES OF
CONSTRUCTION!

Call Mike
432-213-0047

SANCHEZ
CONSTRUCTION

RESTAURANT

Texas Cajun Cafe
starting

January 2nd
LUNCH BUFFET

11:00 am - 3:00 pm
802 West I-20

between Exxon & Advantage Inn Motel
15598(432) 264-7686

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH

CALL
(432) 264-6134

“Se Habla Espanol”
*With RAL Approval

On Income Tax Refund
Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
406 Runnels
(Across From Bargain Mart)

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CALL RON

432-213-5540

L & R 
Construction
 Complete Home remodeling, 

Repairs, Additions, Floor and Wall 
Tile, Glass Block, Stone, Interior & 

Exterior Painting, Laminate 
Counter Tops, Cabinets, Drywall, 

WE CAN DO IT ALL.

16
16

9

HOUSECLEANING/JANITORIAL

15
71

1

House cleaning and 
janitorial services  

Scheduled house cleaning 
available 5 days a week

Mon.-Fri.
Walk through estimating

213-7355 or 213-4616

Kinards Cleaning

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeHelp Wanted
WIND TECHNICIAN TRAINEE

Full Time
Big Spring area

No Experience Required. Must 
be able to climb 200+ feet wind 
towers several times a day. 
Understanding of basic AC/DC 
electrical circuit & Mechanically 
inclined a plus. Able to work 
long days and some week-
ends.

Please forward resumes to:
HR Department 

jmorgan@encorepower
services.com

or fax to their attention  
(281)312-0126

For more information visit 
www.encorepower

services.com

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
4PC LEATHER Sofa and 
Love brand new has War-
ranty Will take $650. 
432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
3 pcs King Pillow Top Mattress 
Set still in plastic w/ Factory 
Warranty. $235. 432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

New Pillow Top Twin Mattress 
Sets, will separate, and take 
$115. per set. Factory Sealed. 
432-664-8980.
..................................................
Cherry sleigh-bed solid wood 
still in box with mattress set, 
both new $395. 432-664-8980.

QUEEN MATTRESS with box 
both are new with warranty. 
$135. Frame available. 
432-664-8980.
-----------------------------------------
Brand New 5pc Micro fiber 
Sofa/Love seat, with War-
ranty. $550. 432-664-8980.

Miscellaneous
2006 PROWLER 28 foot long, 
fully self contained, one slide, 2 
outside doors, awning, lots of 
extras. Fiber glass siding, rub-
ber roof. Excellent condition. 
(432)264-1289.

BLACK BEDROOM set- 5pc, 
Contemporary style. BRAND 
NEW $475. 806-549-3110........

CHERRY BEDRM set, com-
plete 6-pc, NEW, BOXED, 
$699. 806-549-3110.................
CHERRY 6-pc dining table & 
chairs. NEW!!! For holiday 
meals. $390. 806-549-3110......

Miscellaneous
MERLOT FINISH bedroom 
suite. Hardwood, BOXED, 
NEW! List $2450, sell $790. 
806-549-3110...........................

On the Farm
2008 HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
Tridan (Sweet)

1- 2500 Round Bales 5x6
806-239-1942

EZELL KEY 
FEED & GRAIN

98 Lancaster
(432)267-8112

Big Spring, Texas 79720
NOW OPEN TILL 4:00PM 

ON SATURDAYS
We have all your 

Feed Needs
Palmer 

High Pro 
Jocaby 

Moormans Feed Food
COME SEE US!!!

Real Estate for Rent
104 WEST 13th. Between Main 
& Scurry. Large 1 bedroom, 
Duplex. $550.00 month. 
$500.00 deposit. All Bills Paid, 
Call (432)264-6611.

$400/MO! BUY a 4 bed, 3 
bath! 5% dn, 30 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 
x F086.

403 GALVESTON 90x60 Shop 
with 12 foot door on both ends, 
office inside, large fenced yard.  
$1000. month, $1000. deposit. 
Call (432)213-2319.

702 WEST 18TH. Three Bed-
room, two bath. CH/A, two  liv-
ing areas, utility room. $795. 
month, $400. deposit. Call 
(432)267-7449.

JANUARY SPECIAL!!
$100. off 1st month rent!

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2 Bdrm $395 month

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

LOFT FOR Lease, 123-C 
Main. $1,000. month plus de-
posit. One year lease required. 
No pets. (432)770-5656. or 
(432)517-0038 or office 
(432)263-6514.

OVERHEAD STORAGE/
Shop. Approximately 24x40. 
$300. month. Insulated 50x40 
storage walk thru door. $350. 
month. Call (432)213-2319.

SOUTH PLAINS APTS.
3304 West Hwy 80

Efficiency 1, 2, & 3 Bdrms.
Now Available
432-714-4840
559-309-1968

Real Estate for Sale
412 South 2nd St. (Coahoma 
ISD). 3/2. NEW- carpet, double 
windows, lights, water heater, 
dishwasher, stove, CH/A and 
roof. Completely Remodeled. 
$52,000.00 OBO. Call 
(432)394-4552.

BY OWNER 3/2/2, 1885 sq. 
feet. 525 Scott, Highland 
South, Remodeled in 2007. 
$145,000.00. Call 
432-264-1364.

BY OWNER- 3547 Sq. Ft. 
Brick-  4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 
dining, 3 living rooms, loft, 2 
car garage, 1-1/2 acres. 8403 
Gail Hwy. Below appraisal 
$179,500.00. 432-270-4646. 

BY OWNER---- 2600 Carelton 
3 Bedroom, 2 bath w/covered 
carport. New A/C unit. New 
carpet and paint. All New Appli-
ances. Remodeled kitchen and 
baths. No Owner Financing. 
Please call 432-213-2681.

NICE 3 bedroom, 2 bath brick, 
Forsan Schools. New carpet, 
ready to move into. 1500 sq. ft. 
on almost 1/2 acre. Motivated 
seller. Call Clovie at Home Re-
altors, (432)263-1284 or 
935-2135.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm, 2 
bath! Only $24,500!  Must see! 
For listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED 
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low 
Down Payment. Bad Credit 
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.

OWNER will FINANCE!!! No 
closing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream of 
home ownership. Call for a list 
of homes in your area! (Call 
Milton 806-790-0827).

OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath,  2,500 sq. ft.. 
$3,950. Down, $735. per 
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call (432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE- 2715 Cen-
tral Drive, Kentwood addition, 
near school. 3/2, fireplace, 
shop, fenced. $129,500.00 with  
10% Down, $1,125.00 per 
month. Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE. $3,950 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
(432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE. Fixer Up-
per! Low monthly. Low down. 
1302 Wright. (325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
1987 BOUNDER- 35k miles, 
New AC. Everything works. 27 
foot, $6,000.00. Call 
(915)342-4507.

1995 MAZDA 626 Cheap! 
$650 obo! Runs Great! For list-
ings 800-544-1092 x N237.

2000 FORD F150 XLT. 138K 
miles, 4 wheel drive, American 
racing wheels, Kenwood radio 
& CD player. $5,500.00 OBO. 
Call (432)264-6039.

Legals
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF 

PROPOSED TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) 
CONTRACTS

Sealed proposals for contracts 
listed below will be received by 
TxDOT until the date(s) shown be-
low, and then publicly read.

CONSTRUCTION/ 
MAINTENANCE/ BUILDING 
FACILITIES CONTRACT(S)

-----------------------------------------------
Dist/Div: Abilene
Contract 0069-01-050 for PIAN, 
ACP, C&G, & SDWIKS in HOW-
ARD County will be opened on 
February 10, 2009 at 1:00 pm at 
the State Office.
-----------------------------------------------
Plans and specifications are avail-
able for inspection, along with bid-
ding proposals, and applications for 
the TxDOT Prequalified Contrac-
tor’s list, at the applicable State 
and/or Dist/Div Offices listed below. 
If applicable, bidders must submit 
prequalification information to 
TxDOT at least 10 days prior to the 
bid date to be eligible to bid on a 
project. Prequalification materials 
may be requested from the State 
Office listed below. Plans for the 
above contract(s) are available 
from TxDOT’s website at 
www.txdot.gov and from reproduc-
tion companies at the expense of 
the contractor.
NPO: 28741

State Office
------------------------------
Constr./Maint. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 78704

Phone: 512-416-2540
Dist/Div Office(s)
-----------------------
Abilene District 

District Engineer
4250 N. Clack

Abilene, Texas 79604-0150
Phone 325-676-6800

Minimum wage rates are set out in 
bidding documents and the rates 
will be part of the contract. TXDOT 
ensures that bidders will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds 
of race, color, sex, or national ori-
gin.
#6026 January 20 & 27, 2009

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2001 GMC Yukon — 83K,
Local One Owner, Extra
Clean. 

$12,995

2006 Regency Conversion
Van - One Owner, 14K Miles, TV, 
DVD, Electric Couch, All Toys.

$19,995

2008 GMC Acadia SLT - 
One Trim, All Toys, 
Immaculate, 12K Miles

$33,900

2007 Pontiac G6 GTP
Leather Heated Seats, All Power, 25K.

$17,995

2004 Yukon Denali - All Toys, 
DVD Player, Center Captain 
Chair, Twenty's.

$17,995

PONTIAC GMC

263-7625 888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

15718

(432) 263-1284 110 W. Marcy
Big Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

GET THE BEST FOR LESS! Excellent Highland South location, updated 3 
bedroom, 2 bath with WB fireplace, covered patio, sprinkler system, 2 car 
garage. Very well maintained in great condition! 1,876 living sq. ft. 

Call Leslie Elrod @ (432) 517-0038 for an appointment today.

701 Highland Dr, 15772

So far this Mercury
retrograde has been
pretty low key. A
miscommunication here,
a lost piece of mail there
— nothing to write home
about, and if you did the
letter might not get
there. Mercury sees the
void-of-course moon as
an opportunity to ratchet
it up a notch, so take
extra precautions that
your
messages
are
correctly
received. 

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19).
Tell yourself
that you’re
a great
catch. Tell
yourself this
even if you
were already “caught”
ages ago. Your self-
esteem needs some
fluffing. Once done,
partners and potential
partners will take new
interest in you. 

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). You have a
head for business and a
nose for finding the
deals. The money people
aren’t always the ones
who will make you rich.
Consider selling common
products for common
folks. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). There’s a reason why
some turtles can live to
150 years old. Slow
down. There is nothing
that needs to happen in a
time frame other than
the way it is currently
unfolding. Breathe and
trust in the process of
life. 

CANCER (June 22-

July 22). Fear is not an
enemy but a friend. It
helps you avoid
dangerous situations,
heightens your
perceptions and quickens
your responses. Allow
yourself fear without
punishment so you’ll no
longer be afraid of being
afraid. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
It is painful to be judged
harshly by someone you
admire. However, you’re
brave enough to put
yourself in line for just
such an occurrence,
mostly because there is
also a chance of being
praised, which would feel
simply wonderful. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). It’s easy to get lost in
your own thoughts while
standing in line or
waiting for your
transportation to move
forward. However, stay
alert to your
environment. You’re
likely to be charmed by a
new face.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). When others are
locked in a disagreement,
you can unlock them.
You discover how people
are similar to one
another. You find the
common ground that
allows them to make a
productive arrangement. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Bumbling behavior is
demonstrated by a future
friend. You may be asked
a strange question in an
uncomfortable way. The
dear person doing the
asking is intimidated but
wants your camaraderie. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). You
experience a behavior
you havenít considered
for years. The person
who is irritating you by
pulling your hair, name
calling and being
generally annoying
actually has a crush on
you! 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Stay far away
from conflict. Avoid
people who, as a rule,
don’t get along well with
others. You’re more
sensitive than usual and
need harmony in your
environment in order to
function at your full
potential. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). When you have
a need, you know whom
to ask for help. You have
built a network of people
with varying skills and
talents. Others are awed
by the people you know
and the casual charm
with which you relate to
all of them. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Lofty goals have not
been realized, and it’s
nobody’s fault. There’s
still a chance of reaching
your ideals and a new
approach will be helpful.
Look for the practical

side of things and build
from there. 

COSMIC CAREER
SPECIAL: PISCES AT
WORK: Pisces does not
understand how anyone
can say “it’s just
business.” 

It’s never just
business. The very
nature of business is
emotional investment.
That’s why this product
sells over that one, or
why this person gets
promoted, that one fired.
There’s no such idea as
commerce without
feeling. 

Knowing this gives
Pisces both an edge and a
disadvantage. On the
negative side, Pisces
sensitivity makes him or
her vulnerable to being
hurt by interactions that
other people wouldn’t be
bothered by. 

On the positive side
Pisces can sum up a
person’s character and
potential ability and
know quickly who should
be put in charge of what.
Pisces is also is able to
connect with and delight
in the subtle aspects of
work and has a sixth
sense about how to
elevate the boss,
colleagues and clients to
the same level of
enthusiasm. 

Pisces’ mystic sense
can serve in another way,
too. If ever Pisces feels
lost and doesn’t know
which career direction to
take, all he or she has to
do is ask for a sign.
Reading the omens is a
Pisces specialty and
usually a clear message
will come through within
only a few days of a
query. 

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Elijah Wood
has been acting since the
age of 8 and appeared in
films such as “Avalon”
and “Radio Flyer.” But it
is his portrayal of
everyone’s favorite
hobbit, Frodo Baggins,
that he is best known for.
Aquarian energy has a
special alignment with
the world of fantasy. 

Some would even say
that Aquarian energy
bridges the dimensions
between worlds where
such things as dragons
and wizards exist. 

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in
the mail. To find out
more about Holiday
Mathis and read her past
columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at
www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.
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Today is Tuesday, Jan. 27, 
the 27th day of 2009. There are 
338 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 27, 1967, astronauts 
Virgil I. “Gus” Grissom, 
Edward H. White and Roger B. 
Chaffee died in a flash fire dur-
ing a test aboard their Apollo 
spacecraft at Cape Kennedy, 
Fla.

On this date:
In 1756, composer Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart was born in 
Salzburg, Austria.

In 1880, Thomas Edison 
received a patent for his elec-
tric incandescent lamp.

In 1901, opera composer 
Giuseppe Verdi died in Milan, 
Italy, at age 87.

In 1943, some 50 bombers 
struck Wilhelmshaven in the 
first all-American air raid 
against Germany during World 
War II.

In 1944, the Soviet Union 
announced the complete end of 
the deadly German siege of 

Leningrad, which had lasted 
for more than two years.

In 1945, Soviet troops liberat-
ed the Nazi concentration 
camps Auschwitz and Birkenau 
in Poland.

In 1951, an era of atomic test-
ing in the Nevada desert began 
as an Air Force plane dropped a 
one-kiloton bomb on 
Frenchman Flat.

In 1967, more than 60 nations 
signed a treaty banning the 
orbiting of nuclear weapons.

In 1973, the Vietnam peace 
accords were signed in Paris.

In 1981, President Ronald 
Reagan greeted the 52 former 
American hostages just 
released by Iran at the White 
House.

One year ago: Former 
Indonesian president Suharto, 
whose regime killed hundreds 
of thousands of left-wing politi-
cal opponents, died in Jakarta 
at age 86. 

Today’s Birthdays: Singer 
Bobby “Blue” Bland is 79. Actor 
James Cromwell is 69. Actor 
John Witherspoon is 67. Rock 
musician Nick Mason (Pink 
Floyd) is 64. Rhythm-and-blues 
singer Nedra Talley (The 
Ronettes) is 63. Ballet star 
Mikhail Baryshnikov is 61. 

Chief U.S. Justice John Roberts 
is 54. Country singer Cheryl 
White is 54. Country singer-
musician Richard Young (The 
Kentucky Headhunters) is 54. 
Actress Mimi Rogers is 53. 
Rock musician Janick Gers 
(Iron Maiden) is 52. Sportscaster 
and political commentator 
Keith Olbermann is 50. Rock 
singer Margo Timmins 
(Cowboy Junkies) is 48. Rock 
musician Gillian Gilbert is 48. 
Actress Bridget Fonda is 45. 
Actor Alan Cumming is 44. 
Country singer Tracy Lawrence 
is 41. Rock singer Mike Patton 
is 41. Rapper Tricky is 41. Rock 
musician Michael Kulas 
(James) is 40. Actor Josh 
Randall is 37. Country singer 
Kevin Denney is 33.

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID

BC

This Date 
In History

 WFAA ^
 Dallas

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... Israel (Off Air) Paid Movie: The 
Reluctant 
Astronaut, 
Joan Free-
man 

Paid Angel BET Morning 
Inspiration

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Brad Paid Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Granger Arthur Paid Paid Angel Handy SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Martha Robison Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Paid Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter 
Believers SavedBell Sid Paid Movie: How 

to Frame a 
Figg, Elaine 
Joyce 

Paid Paid Tigger

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Made CSI: NY Charmed Montel Wil-
liams 

Mickey SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Made Handy

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: Jury 
Duty, Stanley 
Tucci 

McGee Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab CSI: NY ER Hatchett Movers ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Brad Cash Cab Hatchett Einsteins

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Dragon Overhaulin’ Movie: The 
Ghost and 
Mr. Chicken 

CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: 
Soul Plane, 
Method Man 

Charlie SportsCenter 
Plateados Sprna Word Wiggles

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Paid Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im Mark Super The New 
Detectives

CSI: NY Las Vegas Wendy Wu: 
Warrior

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Home Im Swann Sid

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Mariana de 
la Noche

Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World The FBI Files Movie: 
Mystery 
Men, William 
H. Macy 

CSI: NY Without a 
Trace

Harvey SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold Home Im McDonald Garden Harvey Phineas

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Pobre Mil-
lonaria

Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Dame 
Chocolate

Rachael Ray Just Light Cooking A Haunting CSI: NY Law & Order One Suite Life Best of SportsCenter 
Hatchett Just Dr. Ciao Italia One Suite Life 1st and 

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Juro Que Te 
Amo

Judge Guiding Light The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Watercol A Haunting CSI: NY Law & Order One Wizards Tennis: Aus-
tralian Open 
-- Men’s and 
Women’s 
Quarterfi nals. 

Football
Judge Yes, Dear Martha Movie: Cad-

dyshack, Bill 
Murray

One Wizards SpoCen

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Maya Dirty Jobs CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy So Raven NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl SmartGuy So Raven Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Sala Fetch Cash Cab CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Proud Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Like You Cyber Cash Cab Movie: Road 

House, Sam 
Elliott 

SmartGuy Proud Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond Scrivner BBC Cash Cab CSI: NY Bones 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Phineas SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Uri Harel Business Cash Cab Phineas

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Dr. Young News-Lehrer Made CSI: NY Movie: True 
Lies, Tom 
Arnold 

Suite Life NFL Live College 
BasketballEntertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Movie: ATL, 

Mykelti Wil-
liamson 

Montana College Bas-
ketball: BC at 
Maryland

  :PM
 7 :30

Homeland-
USA

Homeland-
USA

Cuidado-
Ángel

American 
Idol 

NCIS Doña Bar-
bara

The Biggest 
Loser 

Fam. Guy Israel Nova  (DVS) Dirty Jobs Movie: Wild 
Bill, John 
Hurt 

CSI: NY Movie: The 
Wild, James 
Belushi

Fam. Guy Victory

  :PM
 8 :30

Scrubs Scrubs Fuego en la 
Sangre

(:01) Fringe The Mental-
ist 

El Rostro de 
Analia

Fam. Guy Light of the 
Southwest

Frontline/
World

Dirty Jobs UFC Un-
leashed

College 
Basketball: 
Purdue at 
Wisconsin.

Scrubs Scrubs Fam. Guy Wizards Tennis: Aus-
tralian Open 
-- Men’s and 
Women’s 
Quarterfi nals. 

  :PM
 9 :30

Primetime: 
You

Primetime: 
You

Aquí y Ahora TMZ (:01) Without 
a Trace

Sin Senos Law & Order: 
SVU

Offi ce Independent 
Lens

Wreck. Na-
tion

Movie: Ride 
With the 
Devil, Jewel 

UFC Un-
leashed

Leverage Baldwin Wizards
Raymond El Cartel Offi ce Baldwin Life De

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News 10 Items Israel Charlie Rose Wreck. Na-
tion

MAN Bones Hatchett Suite Life SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Decisiones 

de
Tonight Show Seinfeld Cortes MAN Hatchett Montana

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Hora de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Sex & Ministerio-
Vida

Smiley Dirty Jobs CSI: NY Leverage Movie: Holla, 
Michael 
Bergin 

So Raven NFL Live
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Decisiones 
de

Late Night Sex & Smiley Movie: The 
Hi-Lo Coun-
try, Patricia 
Arquette

Cory SpoCen

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Contra 
Viento

RENO 911 King Israel (Off Air) Dirty Jobs CSI: NY Without a 
Trace

Replace SportsCenter 
News Paid RENO 911 Insider Programa 

Pagado
News King Church Kim

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Paid Clasicos Friends Entertain Poker After 
Dark

10 Items Light of the 
Southwest

Wreck. Na-
tion

CSI: NY Without a 
Trace

The Deal Emperor NFL Films SportsCenter 
Fore Paid Humor TMZ Paid Pelicula: 

Adiós Amor, 
Marilu 
Elizaga

Movie: Biker 
Boyz, Or-
lando Jones 

Dragon Winter X-
Games  :AM

 2 :30
Paid (:06) ABC 

World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Tyra Banks 
Show

(:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young Paid Movie: 
October Sky, 
Laura Dern 

CSI: NY Cold Case Hell Date Proud SportsCenter 
Paid Young Paid Hell Date Whiskers Tennis: Aus-

tralian Open 
-- Quarterfi -
nals

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie Last Call In Touch-Dr Paid Paid Cold Case BET Inspira-
tion

Recess SportsCenter 
Plateados Early Tdy Steve H. Paid Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married... McDonald Assignment Paid Cold Case Popoff Lilo Stitch SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Zola Lev Sundance Paid Inspira Lilo Stitch
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Recently we are hearing a lot about the 
school bully. No matter what school we 
attended, this particular individual was 
somewhere to be found. School policies 

have been written and a lot of research has been 
conducted concerning this “special” person who 
would create a problem for other 
children, away from the eyesight, 
earshot and authority of the teacher. 

Bullying can involve physical con-
tact, spreading rumors or other nega-
tive behaviors committed to intimi-
date, humiliate and isolate another 
individual. None of us want our child 
to fit into this category so I did a bit 
of investigating to understand the 
making of a bully. It’s interesting to 
note that research shows a family 
connection to the origins of young 
bullies.

The majority of the research involved children 
between the ages of nine to 16. Review of the litera-
ture found that children with parents who are de-
manding, directive and unresponsive are the most 
prone to act out bullying behavior. On the other 
hand, there were parallels showing that children 
raised by nurturing, warm, responsive parents 
were less likely to bully. 

Children who experience hostility, abuse, physi-
cal discipline and other aggressive behaviors by 
their parents are more likely to model that same 
behavior in their peer relationships. Children 
learn how to behave and interact with others from 
their parents, so if they are learning about aggres-
sion and angry words at home, they will tend to 
use these behaviors as coping mechanisms when 
they interact with their peers.

Research has also found that children from mid-
dle-income families were less likely to bully than 
children from the high and low ends of the family 
income scale. Some studies suggest boys are more 
prone to bullying than girls, others state that it 
runs equally among the genders, although boys 
are more likely to act out physical bullying, while 
girls are more verbal. 

Studies suggest that the tolerance of bullying has 
served as one of the primary contributors to its 
persistence and severity. An Indian Proverb states 
that we will be known forever by the tracks we 
leave and the impressions we make. 

Hopefully our tracks and impressions will be 
good ones. 

Darrell Ryan is the director of federal programs 
for Big Spring Independent School District.
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The Big Spring Symphony Orchestra
presents

Audience Choice
January 31, 2009 • 8 p.m.

Keith Graumann,
Conductor

Yes, you’ve been asking for these pieces and now you get your wishes. These 
are pieces that audience members have actually asked for recently. We’ve been 

taking notes, so we know you’ll  cherish the “Audience Choice.”

Esther Park, pianist
Mendelssohn:     Hebrides Overture
Tchaikovsky:       Piano Concerto No. 1, 1
Rachmaninoff:    Piano Concerto No. 2, 1
Ravel:                  Bolero
Bach:                   Brandenburg Concerto #5

Featuring Dr. Susan Baer, violin
Anna Whitlock Henry, flute

Sigurd Ogaard, harpsichord

15
66

4

All Concerts are held in the Big Spring Municipal Auditorium

“Bolero” “Blue Danube”

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

The Big Spring Herald’s Online Photo Contest
Submit Your Favorite Photo
By the 25th of Each Month.

Send To advertising@bigspringherald.com
visit bigspringherald.com

17847

Through the mes-
quites in late 
January was the 
undulating flight of 

a stranger to our side yard. 
Following an invisible road 
of air, its body 
seemed to go 
up and down 
the hills with 
ease. Its move-
ments were so 
quick its white 
rump seemed 
to be chasing 
the orange-
yellow hue on 
the back of its 
neck. The bird 
was gone by 
the time I could raise the bin-
oculars for another look.

The next several days, I 
continued to search for the 
visitor. If my luck held, the 
unknown would appear 
when least expected. During 
a lengthy weekend breakfast, 
Art suddenly noticed the elu-
sive bird. This time we could 
see black and white barring 
on its back as it disappeared 
from sight.

Since the arrival of birds in 
need had slowed to a trickle, 
we savored our leisurely 
meal. The respite from fall’s 
migratory calamities was 
welcome.

“Must have flown into 
something,” related a late-
morning caller. “It’s down-
right addled,” she added. 
After asking her to bring the 
bird, we waited for the wom-
an to arrive.

Wrapped in a towel was 
a bird very similar to the 
one we had seen coursing 
through our trees.  Although 
it resembled two other spe-
cies, the golden-fronted 
woodpecker was unique in 
its choice of location.

While the Gila woodpecker 
was located far to the west in 
Arizona and parts of Mexico, 
and the red-bellied wood-
pecker frequented east Texas 
and a vast eastern portion of 
the United States, our bird-
in-hand ranged from por-
tions of the Panhandle down 
through the central part of 

the state and into Mexico. 
Our county was enticing 
because of its vast mesquite 
forests.

When asked where she had 
found the bird, the woman 
described seeing it beside the 
road as she drove into town. 
“It’s not often that kind of 
critter is on the ground.” 
Afraid it would be hit by a 
car, she had gathered it in 
her hands when it did not 
move as she approached.

After examining the wood-
pecker for any noticeable 
damage, we placed it in an 
isolated area where we could 
observe it without its see-
ing us. The woman had ad-
equately described its dazed 
condition.

Since time and patience 
could do wonders for the 
bird, we started to prepare 
an area for its special needs. 
Securing rough mesquite 
logs vertically to the sides of 
a long cage, we also placed 
them on the floor. 

Accustomed to the bark 
and climbing, the bird could 
stand or climb on its way to 
a hopeful recovery. Meal-
worms and crickets were 
offered to help duplicate 
an insect diet, since it was 
the wrong time of year for 
grasshoppers and ants. Fresh 
yaupon berries and acorns 
supplemented its other crav-
ings.

Finished with our efforts, 
we decided to go ahead and 
place the confused bird 
in our make-shift home. 
Although it was standing, 
the woodpecker made no at-
tempt at discovering its new 
surroundings and was not 
uncomfortable with our pres-
ence.

Having time to observe the 
bird, we appreciated even 
more what few glimpses 
we had previously seen. Up 
close, we noted the yellow or 
golden coloration above its 
bill. 

A small patch of red on the 
top of its head assured us it 
was a male. In contrast to 
these colors and those of his 
barred wings were his gray-

ish underparts that contin-
ued upward through his face. 
Over his belly was a tinge of 
yellow, as if washed by an 
unseen watercolorist.

The white rump we had 
seen in flight was followed 
by a black tail. His straight, 
pointed bill could only sug-
gest the long, sticky tongue 
he used to extract hidden lar-
vae and ants.

Hours passed. Finally, we 
could resist no longer the 
urge to check on our patient. 
Quietly opening the door to 
his room, we were greeted 
by a stare from a bird tightly 
gripping what it must have 
thought was a branch or 
trunk. With its pointed tail 
feathers used as a prop, the 
woodpecker was upright as 

its curved nails clung to the 
bark.

A noisy protest preceded its 
half-jumping, half-flying to 
another upright log. 

Scattered on the floor of the 
cage was the food we had of-
fered. 

At least the woodpecker had 
recovered enough to examine 
the contents of his enclosure. 
Later, we noticed that most 
of the insects had been con-
sumed.

The next day, to make his 
release as easy as possible, 
we covered the cage and car-
ried it to the side yard. Un-
covering the top, we slowly 
opened two wide doors. 

Since the sides of the cage 
were still covered, the wood-
pecker could only see the sky 

and numerous tree branches. 
Cautious at first, the bird in 
less than a minute decided to 
follow his inner desires.

Bursting from his confine-
ment, the golden-fronted 
woodpecker flew quickly to a 
nearby limb.  

From there he used branch 
after branch to elevate even 
higher. 

Feeling safe, he uttered a 
harsh admonishment as he 
looked in our direction one 
last time. 

Two weeks later, we would 
have another encounter with 
a member of his specie dis-
covered inside a chimney.

Bebe McCasland is federally 
and state licensed to rehabili-
tate wild birds.

Bird Poop: Tale of the addled woodpecker

BeBe

Mccasland

Courtesy photo

Capable of pecking and chiseling out a nest site in telephone poles, trees, and even fence 
posts, the golden-fronted woodpecker excavates enough wood particles to create a tunnel 
almost 12 inches deep before coming to the area where eggs and babies will reside. This 
cavity will be used year after year in raising its young.

How do you build a bully?

darrell

ryan

www.bigspringherald.com
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La Posada Restaurant
Mexican Food • Steaks • American • Seafood

Everyday Lunch Specials

Treat Yourself To Our

and fully stocked mixed 
beverages served daily.

FRIDAYS: Chicken & Beef Fajitas Buffet
“Meeting Rooms Available”

OPEN MON.-SUN.
11:00 AM-2:00 PM ~ 5:00 PM-9:00 PM

267-9112
Demetrio & Connie Alvarado

Owners

Mexican

Dinner
$ 395 Daily

Lunch 

Buffet

15
86

8

Whether You’re A
Cardinal Or Steelers’

Fan
VISIT US FOR ALL

YOUR SUPER SUNDAY
FOOTBALL NEEDS

from

Great Deli Foods

The Perfect TV
to watch the Game

GO
Cardinals!

15862

to

1-800-442-8688
Stanton Division

432-756-3381

Always part of your
community

15870

3318 E. I-20 S. Service Road
Big Spring, TX 79720

267-7484

Make
 Football
Sunday 

A
Bowling Night!

Come See Us
Feb. 1st

For The BIG Game

 
 

What's happening at 

 
3318 E. I-20 S. Service Road 

Big Spring, TX  79720 
Owners and Certified Coaches       John and Diana Dodd 

Bowl    (432) 267–7484      Fax (432) 267–1644   Snack Bar  (432) 267–7485 
 
 

 
 
 

EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT!!!! 
9:00pm til Midnite 

(No Reservations) 

$2.00 for 2 Games of Bowling 
$2.00 for Rental Shoes 
$22.20 for 2 Hours of Bowling 
$2.00 off Tubes of Draft Beer 
$2.00 for 2 Hot Dogs 
 

 
 
 
 

So many people are coming out and having such a good time that we need to 
hire more employees. 

 
We need a full time mechanic (will train) and Assistant Manager. 

 
Applications are available at the front desk. 

DON’T FORGET OUR

15863

Wear Any Football Jersey On Football Sunday  
& Receive 20% OFF

SUPER SUNDAY
AT THE

EAGLES LODGE!
FEB. 1, 2009

OPEN AT 1:00 PM
703 W. 3RD

GAMES, DOOR PRIZES,
RAFFLES FOOD

AND FUN
$5.00 PER PERSON

72 INCH TV PROVIDED BY:
“AARON’S SALES AND

LEASE”
COME JOIN US!

Sponsored By:
EAGLES BINGO

806 E. 3RD, 432-264-0674

17
74

5

KICK OFF
SUPER 

SATURDAY NIGHT
at the

Stampede

Featuring Jody Nix &
The Texas Cowboys

Saturday, January 31st
Doors Open @ 8:30 pm

1610 E. Hwy. 350 (Snyder Highway)
For Reservations Call

267-2060 15666

2311 Gregg St. 15865

Dragon China Buffet
All You Can Eat

Dine In
Open

7 Days A Week

For Take Out Orders Call

268-8888
1300 Gregg St. • Big Spring, TX

15
86

9

4911 S. HWY. 87
267-5050

Deli Open:
Mon.-Sat. 6 am to 2 pm

We Cater!

Buffalo County Fina

15866

3 Large 1 Topping Pizzas

Only $700
(MUST PURCHASE 3 LARGE 1 TOPPING PIZZAS)

OFFER EXPIRES 2-1-09

1702 Gregg • 263-1381
15854

each


