
50 CENTS DAILY/$1.25 SUNDAYCOPYRIGHT 2009Volume 104, Number 42

Tuesday

January 20, 2009

3
2
9
4
2

Slaton Insurance
Agency

267-2398

Vicki Slaton

205 W. 15th

Call For A Quote
Today!

Berber Carpet ~ $12.95 yd.
While Supplies Last - Installed Over Pad

Perfect For Your Home!
The Decorator's Center

410 E. FM 700                               432-267-8310

17
75

9

Law Offices of

R. Shane Seaton, PLLC
Personal Injury and Vehicle Accidents
Divorce, Custody and Child Support
Criminal Defense, DWI and Traffic Tickets

(432) 264-1800
1301 S. Gregg St.

2006 Birdwell Lane
267.3821

3 great services, one low price!

To reach us:
Please call 263-
7331. Office hours 
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through 
Friday. If you miss 
your paper, please 
call (432) 263-7335 
before 6 p.m. 
weekdays and 10 
a.m. Sunday.

Comics
Classified
Features
Obituaries
Obama
Sports

7B
4-6B

8A
2A

4-7A
1-3B

Find us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

Index

HERALD Photo/Thomas Jenkins

Local Deacon Johnny Arguello III and Municipal Judge Tim Green, left center, join other local 
residents for the annual march in memory of slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. 
Monday night.

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Just hours before the first 
African American presi-
dent was sworn into office, 
Big Spring residents showed 
their respect for another great 
man, as the annual march in 
remembrance of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. was held lo-
cally.

Starting near the intersec-
tion of Gregg Street and Mar-
tin Luther King Blvd., moving 
down the street to FM 700, lo-

cal residents had many differ-
ent reasons for attending, but 
one common theme seemed 
to prevail during the evening 
march: hope.

“This is just a token that we 
recognize that Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King was a great Amer-
ican,” said local resident 
Charles Smallwood. “A man 
that was willing to sacrifice 
his life, put his life on the line 
and the life of his family,

See MARCH, Page 3A

Walk here honors legacy
of Martin Luther King Jr.

‘New 
hope’
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

The local reaction to President Barack 
Obama’s swearing in today was one of support 
and hope, as the first African Amercian com-
mander in chief prepares for his four-year ten-
ure at the White House.

“It’s something I honestly didn’t 
think I would live to see,” Cyn-
eather Woodruff said firmly. “Ear-
lier today I was singing ‘We Shall 
Overcome,’ and I thought to myself 
we need to change the words of the 
song to ‘we have overcome.’ It’s 
a great thing and it couldn’t have 
happened at a better time. I feel like 
it’s something the Lord wants, and I 
think it’s going to be for the better.”

Local resident Hebrew Jones, who 
came to the Big Spring area more 
than 40 years ago after leaving the 
military, said the road ahead of 
Obama isn’t an easy one.

“That means the world to me, to 
just see a black man become presi-
dent,” said Jones with an optimistic 
smile. “I’ve talked to my brother in

See LOCAL, Page 4A

Woodruff

Local residents 
optimistic about 
first black president

Jones

Paying respects

AP Photo/Jae C. Hong 

Barack Obama, left, joined by his wife Michelle, takes the oath of office from Chief Justice John Roberts 
to become the 44th president of the United States at the U.S. Capitol in Washington Tuesday.

Obama takes office
By TERENCE HUNT
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Stepping into 
history, Barack Hussein Obama 
grasped the reins of power as 
America’s first black president on 
Tuesday, saying the nation must 
choose “hope over fear, unity of 
purpose over conflict and discord” 
to overcome the worst economic 
crisis since the Great Depression.

In frigid temperatures, an exu-

berant crowd of more than a mil-
lion packed the National Mall and 
parade route to celebrate Obama’s 
inauguration in a high-noon cer-
emony. They filled the National 
Mall, stretching from the inaugu-
ral platform at the U.S. Capitol to 

the Lincoln Memorial in the dis-
tance.

With 11 million Americans out 
of work and trillions of dollars 
lost in the stock market’s tumble, 
Obama emphasized that his big-
gest challenge is to repair the tat-
tered economy left behind by out-
going President George W. Bush.

“Our time of standing pat, of

See OBAMA, Page 4A

‘Hope over fear, unity of purpose over conflict and discord’

More coverage,
Pages 4-7A



HERALDBIG
SPRING

Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call Jonathan Hull at 
263-7331, Ext. 237. Email results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSports

Page  1B
Tuesday, January 20, 2009

By DAVE GOLDBERG
AP Football Writer

Arizona and Pittsburgh will play a 
historic Super Bowl in Tampa in two 
weeks: a team with a history as bad as 
any in the NFL against one that will 
try to win a record sixth title.

Pittsburgh opens as a 6½-point 
favorite.

That’s fine with the Cardinals, who 
have been laughingstocks forever and 
won all three playoff games as under-
dogs, including Sunday’s 32-25 thump-

ing of the Philadelphia Eagles for the 
NFC title.

Arizona hasn’t won a title since the 
NFL championship in 1947 and has 
had only 10 postseason games since 
meandering from Chicago to St. Louis 
and finally to the desert 21 seasons 
ago.

Still, it is impossible to write them 
off, mainly because of their 37-year-
old quarterback, Kurt Warner, who 
owns two MVP awards and was the 
Super Bowl MVP with the Rams in 
2000.

“I want to say Arizona Cardinals 
and Super Bowl in the same sen-
tence,” a jubilant Warner said. “The 
Arizona Cardinals in the Super Bowl. 
How about it?”

Then there is Larry Fitzgerald, who 
used to practice in the same facility 
as the Steelers when he played at Pitt. 
In just three games, he has emerged 
as the best receiver ever in the post-
season — with 419 yards, he broke the 
great Jerry Rice’s record with the

See SUPER BOWL, Page 3B

Cards, Steelers have opposite histories

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Dirk 
Nowitzki came through when it 
mattered.

Despite missing 13 of his first 14 
shots and 16 of 23 overall, the seven-
foot forward hit a turnaround 17-foot 
jumper over Reggie Evans at the 
buzzer to give the Dallas Mavericks 
a 95-93 victory against Philadelphia, 
snapping the 76ers’ season-high sev-
en-game winning streak.

“I’m a shooter,” Nowitzki said. “I 
always think the next one is going 
in.”

Nowitzki received the inbounds 
pass with 4.3 seconds left and spun 
around the 6-foot-8 Evans to deliver 
the game-winning shot.

“It’s easy to get it to him because 
he’s seven feet,” Kidd said of 
Nowitzki. “He’s done it all year. 
He’s an All-Star and an MVP and he 
enjoys these moments.”

Nowitzki finished with 24 points, 
Jason Kidd had 22 points and 12 
rebounds and Jason Terry added 20 
for the Mavericks (24-17).

Philadelphia coach Tony DiLeo 
didn’t second-guess his decision to 
put the smaller Evans on Nowitzki.

“Reggie had a good feel for him 
because he was guarding him for 
the last five minutes as we were 
making our comeback,” DiLeo said. 
“Reggie is a physical guy who did 
push him out and contested the 
shot.”

Lou Williams scored 25 points, 
while Andre Iguodala had 18 points 
and 12 rebounds for the 76ers (20-21), 
who are trying to climb above .500 
for the first time since Nov. 23 when 
they were 7-6.

Andre Miller added 12 points for 
Philadelphia, whose four-game 
home winning streak ended.

“I was proud of the way we came 
back,” Iguodala said. “I think we 
need to continue to have that hun-
ger.”

The 76ers have reason to be opti-
mistic with the expected return of 
forward Elton Brand, who worked 
out on the court before the game. 
DiLeo said Brand, who dislocated 
his right shoulder Dec. 17 and has 
missed 16 consecutive games, most 
likely will play Saturday against the 
New York Knicks.

Dallas overcame an early deficit 
and was sparked by Kidd and 
Nowitzki. Kidd tied his season-high 
with six 3-pointers, while Nowitzki 
shook off a poor shooting perfor-
mance from the field (7-of-23) by hit-
ting all 10 of his free throws. 
Nowitzki is 44-for-45 from the free 
throw line over the last six games.

Kidd was 6-of-8 from 3-point terri-
tory.

“They’re going to give me 3-point 
shots,” Kidd said. “I haven’t been 
making many, but I’ve been staying 
with it.”

Dallas trailed 55-47 with 8:58 
remaining in the third quarter, then 
went on a 19-4 run over six minutes. 
Kidd scored 11 points, including 
three 3-pointers, and Nowitzki had 
eight during the scoring spurt to 
give the Mavericks a 66-59 advan-
tage.

See MAVS, Page 3B

AP photo/H. Rumph Jr.

Dallas Mavericks’ Dirk Nowitzki cel-
ebrates after scoring the winning 
basket against the Philadelphia 
76ers in the fourth period of an 
NBA game Monday in Philadelphia. 
Dallas won 95-93.

Dirk lifts
Mavericks
at buzzer

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull

Howard’s Tamara Wallace passes to a teammate in action from 
earlier this season in Midland. The Hawk women struggled Monday 
night at Dorothy Garrett Coliseum, falling to Clarendon College on a 
buzzer-beating shot, 46-45.

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

In a league as competitive as the women’s 
basketball Western Junior College Athletic 
Conference, a team must defend its home 
court, particularly against teams it’s sup-
posed to defeat.

Howard College’s Hawks failed to do that 
Monday.

The Hawk women dropped a heartbreaker 
to Clarendon as the Lady Bulldogs’ Kenisha 
McDade sank a floater as time expired, giv-
ing Clarendon the 46-45 upset victory.

Howard had just taken the lead, 45-44, with 
4.5 seconds left, courtesy of two Rachael 
Dryver free throws. McDade took the 
inbounds pass and dribbled the length of the 
court. She pulled up just inside the free throw 
line and floated a prayer.

It was answered.
“You would think that if you can hold a 

team to 46 points, then your offense can mus-
ter enough to get a win, especially at home,” 
said Howard Head Coach Earl Diddle. “Our 
ability to put the ball in the basket just wasn’t 
there. This game gets hard to play when you 
aren’t scoring. We did some good things. We 
came back and took the lead. We just missed 
a double team at the end and their girl made 
the shot.”

The win is Clarendon’s first in WJCAC 
play. Howard slips to 3-3 in the league and is

See HC, Page 2B

Hawks
upset
HC women sunk, 46-45, by
Clarendon buzzer beater

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull

Howard College guard Devon Baker shoots a three in action from 
earlier this season at Dorothy Garrett Coliseum. Baker sank three 
treys in the Hawks’ 77-39 victory over Clarendon College Monday. 
Howard improved to 3-3 in WJCAC play.

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

Howard College’s men’s basketball team 
seems to be really rolling now.

The Hawks (14-5, 3-3) blasted Clarendon 
College Monday, 77-39, winning their second 
consecutive Wester Junior College Athletic 
Conference game. 

It was the most lopsided conference win for 
the Hawks this season.

See HAWKS, Page 2B

Howard pounds
Clarendon, 77-39

WJCAC Men's
Standings

Team     	 Conference	 Overall
Midland College	 7-0	 20-1
Odessa College	 4-3	 18-3
Western Texas	 4-2	 14-5
South Plains		 4-2	 16-2
New Mexico JC	 4-2	 16-4
Howard College	 3-3	 14-5
NMMI		  1-5	 6-14
Frank Phillips	 0-5	 10-9
Clarendon College	 0-5	 8-10

Monday's results: Howard 77, Clarendon 
39; Midland 75, NMMI 47; New Mexico JC 79, 
Odessa 61; South Plains 90, Frank Phillips 81; 
Western Texas was open.

Thursday's games: South Plains at 
Howard, NMMI at Frank Phillips; Western 
Texas at Odessa, New Mexico JC at 
Clarendon.
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Robert S. Galbraith Jr.,
Services for Robert S. Galbraith 

Jr., 81, of Hideaway were held 
Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2009, at Christ 
Episcopal Church in Tyler with the 
Rev. Ted Welty officiating. Burial 
was in the Memory Gardens of the 
Valley in Santa Teresa, N.M., under 
the direction of Stewart Family 
Funeral Home.

Mr. Galbraith passed away Jan. 
10, 2009, in Tyler.  
He was born Jan. 8, 1928, in 

Ballinger to Robert S. Galbraith Sr. and Claramaye 
Galbraith. He was a graduate of the University 
of Texas at El Paso where he was active in the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. He was an active 
member of the Kappa Sigma Fraternity and was 
later honored as the Kappa Sigma Alumnae of 
the Year. Mr. Galbraith served his country in the 
United States Naval Reserves.  He enjoyed a long 
career as manager of television stations in Big 
Spring, Monahans, Lubbock and El Paso.  He was 
also a member of the Rotary Club and served on 
numerous charitable fundraisers over many years. 
Mr. Galbraith was a member of Christ Episcopal 
Church in Tyler.

In addition to his parents, Mr. Galbraith was 
preceded in death by his first wife, Carol Anne 
Galbraith. He is survived by a loving family, 
including his wife of nine years, Helen Galbraith; 
daughter, Gwendy Galbraith of Grapevine; son, 
Greg Galbraith of El Paso; step-daughter, Allison 
Taylor of Austin; step-son, Phillip Taylor of Ruston, 
La.; granddaughter, Kelsie Siporin of Grapevine; 
two step-grandsons, Gray Taylor and Ross Taylor 
of Ruston, La.; and sister, Mary Caroline Taitte of 
Romney, W.Va..

Memorials in honor of Robert S. Galbraith Jr. may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s Alliance of Northeast 
Texas, 3613 S. Broadway, Tyler 75701.

Paid obituary

Madeline Atkins
Madeline Atkins, 99, of Big 

Spring, died Sunday, Jan. 18, 2009, 
in a local nursing home. Graveside 
funeral services will be held at 2 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 23, 2009, at the 
Peace Chapel at Trinity Memorial 
Park with the Rev. Ken McIntosh, 
pastor of first Christian Church, 
officiating. 

The family will receive friends 
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday at 

the funeral home.
She was born Aug. 18, 1909, in Sherman and married 

Jasper W. Atkins April 15, 1930. He preceded her in 
death Nov. 1, 1998.

Madeline and her husband moved to Big Spring 
in 1949 and purchased Big Spring Hardware. They 
later established Big Spring Furniture. After her 
husband’s death, she continued to run Big Spring 
Furniture as her art gallery and sold antiques and 
collectibles from that location until closing it when 
she was 93 years old.

She was a member of First Christian Church in 
Big Spring and taught Sunday school for a number 
of years.

She is survived by one son and daughter-in-law, 
Richard and Donna Atkins of Big Spring; one 
daughter and son-in-law, Joanne and Asa Jenkins of 
Anadarko, Okla.; seven grandchildren; two adopted 
grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren; and seven 
great-great-grandchildren.

She was also preceded in death by her parents and 
one grandson.

The family suggests memorials to First Christian 
Church, 911 Goliad, Big Spring 79720 or Home 
Hospice, 111 E. 7th, Suite A, Big Spring 79720.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• WILLIAM MCNEW, 50, of 1615 Lark, was 
arrested Monday on a charge of driving while 
intoxicated – third or more offense.

• ROBERT SANCHEZ, 42, of 423 Westover 
Rd., was arrested Tuesday on a charge of public 
intoxication.

• VIOLATION OF A PROTECTIVE ORDER 
was reported in the 1000 block of Bluebonnet.

• THEFT was reported:
in the 2600 block of Gregg Street.−	
in the 1200 block of 11−	 th Place.

• CRIMINAL TRESPASS OF A HABITATION/
SHELTER CENTER was reported in the 200 block 
of Circle.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 
1300 block of Nolan.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was 
reported in the 800 block of FM 700.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 56 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• JOHN WILLIAM SALAZAR, 33, was arrested 
Friday by the HCSO on charges of open container, 
failure to maintain financial responsibility, 
violation of a promise to appear and harassment.

• ROBERT ALLEN WHITE, 40, was transferred 
to the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge 
of driving while license invalid – enhanced.

• ADALBERTO EDDIE DELEON, 46, was 
arrested Friday by the HCSO on a charge of 
possession of cocaine – probation violation.

• ABEL LOZANO TORRES, 20, was arrested 
Friday by the HCSO on a motion to revoke 
probation for consumption of alcohol by a minor.

• EVAN JAMES BLAKELY, 20, was transferred 
to the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge 
of possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• KENNETH WAYNE BANKS, 39, was arrested 
Friday by the HCSO on charges of bail jumping – 
failure to appear and a motion to revoke probation 
for possession of a controlled substance.

• DANNY LYNN HUDSPETH, 48, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on a charge of driving while 
license invalid.

• SARAH NICOLE DUNLAP, 24, was transferred 
to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a 
charge of driving while intoxicated.

• PRISCILLA LOPEZ, 32, was transferred to the 
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while license suspended/invalid.

• VICTOR TYRONE PRUITT, 41, was 
transferred to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD 
on a charge of violation of a protective order.

• VANESSA HOLLIS, 35, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges 
of driving while intoxicated with a previous 
intoxicated manslaughter conviction and 
possession of a controlled substance.

• PABLO ALONZO DEHOYOS, 26, was arrested 
Sunday by the HCSO on charges of no driver’s 
license and violation of a promise to appear.

• HERRY EDWARD HAMLIN JR., 57, was 
arrested Monday by DPS on a charge of violation 
of parole.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the 
First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels 
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. 

• The Big Spring Art Association will meet at 7 
p.m. today in the basement of the Howard County 
Library.  There will be a short business meeting 
of upcoming projects, followed by the monthly 
program. 

Police blotter

Sheriff

Support Groups

Take Note
TODAY
• Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in 

the high school band hall. All band parents are 
invited to attend. 

• Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Howard County Library. All working artists 
and those interested in art are invited to attend.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 
p.m. at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. 

to 11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth 
St., provided by InHome Care. 

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell 
Lane. 

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the 
Big Spring Country Club.

• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. 
in the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third St. 

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 

	
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board

Your Local Weather
Wed

1/21

80/40
A mainly sunny sky.
Very warm. High near
80F. Winds WSW at 10
to 20 mph.

Thu
1/22

78/49
Partly cloudy. Highs in
the upper 70s and lows
in the upper 40s.

Fri
1/23

76/33
Plenty of sun. Highs in
the mid 70s and lows in
the low 30s.
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Obituaries
Betty Jo Mims

Betty Jo Mims, 79, of Stanton, died 
Sunday, Jan. 18, 2009, at her residence. 
Funeral services will be held at 4 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2009, at the 
Downtown Church of Christ in Stanton 
with Van Pendergrass officiating and 
grandson Jeff Wischkaemper assisting.  
Interment will follow at Evergreen 

Stanton.
Betty was born Oct. 1, 1929, in Salt Gap, Texas, to 

Herbert H. and Ruth Deck and grew up in Concho 
County. She moved to Martin County with with her 
parents when she was a senior in high school and 
graduated from Courtney High School in 1946.

Betty married Billy Mims on Feb. 18, 1948,  in 
Lubbock. He preceded her in death May 9, 1998. 
She and her husband farmed in Martin County  for 
50 years before they retired. She was a member of 
Downtown Church of Christ and a member of the 
Martin County Home Demonstration Club.

Survivors include three daughters and sons-in-law, 
Dianna and Jay Wischkaemper of Lubbock, Judy 
and Carl Dean of Stanton and Jo and Alan Douglas 
of Midland; two grandsons; two granddaughters 
and one great-granddaughter.

The family suggests memorials be made to Martin 
County Senior Citizens, P.O. Box 1233, Stanton 79782 
or Evergreen Cemetery, P.O. Box 1087, Stanton 
79782 or to Downtown Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
1067, Stanton 79782 .

Arrangements are under the direction of Gilbreath 
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can 
be made at: www.npwelch.com

Sue Kerr
Sue Kerr, 58, of Big Spring died Tuesday, Jan. 

20, 2009, at her residence. Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral Home.  

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of 
Johnson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2300 block of 
Grace. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of E. 
13th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 900 block of S. 
Nolan. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2300 block of 
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 900 block of 14th 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2000 block of 
Alabama. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2300 block of 
Roberts. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of 
S. Second Street in Coahoma. One person was 
transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of 
Princeton. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of 
Purdue. One person was transported to SMMC.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 1300 
block of Madison.

• TRASH FIRE was reported in the 4100 block of 
E. FM 700.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of W. 
17th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of 
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2300 block of 
Gatesville. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the area of Miller 
Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of 
Johnson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of 
Kiowa. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 500 block of W. 
17th Street. Service refused.

• TRAUMA was reported near the 186 mile 
marker of Interstate Highway 20. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.
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tied for fourth with Odessa in the standings.
“Clarendon was 0-4 in the conference coming into 

the game, but I knew they had a pretty good team,” 
said Diddle. “I told (Clarendon coach) Rusty 
(Kennedy) that I was really impressed with the 
way his team played. Basketball season is long and 
there are a lot of up and downs with it. It’s impor-
tant to keep a team hungry, but the players have to 
keep themselves hungry for wins. I’m just terribly 
disappointed in the way we shot the ball.”

The Hawks’ largest lead of the game was 5 after 
they opened the second half with a 6-0 run, taking 
a 25-20 advantage with 17:24 to play. Howard trailed 
20-19 at the break.

Clarendon answered with a 7-0 run and pushed 
ahead 27-25 with 14:39 to go. The two squads contin-
ued to exchange slim leads throughout the rest of 
the game.

Clarendon led 44-41 with 4:51 to play. Only two 
more field goals were scored after that point. 

Claredon’s Asia Reid gave the Hawks fits in the 
second half as she hit for a game-high 17 points. No 
Howard player scored in double digits with Miesha 
Blackshear, Patricia Malouff and DeAndra Thomas 
each scoring nine.

The Hawks, who own the nation’s top scoring 
defense, forced 24 turnovers and held Clarendon to 
27.6 percent shooting from the field. However, 
Howard was guilty of 17 mishaps with the ball and 
shot a mere 25 percent, including a dismal 13 per-
cent from the 3-point line.

“I felt from the way this game played out in the 
first half that it was going to go down to the wire 
and it certainly did,” noted Diddle. “We have to 
remember that everybody that comes in here is 
playing for a spot in the regional tournament. We 
have to execute every night. We did a lot of good 
things, but we allowed Clarendon to stay in the 
game with a lack of execution. The longer they 
kept up with us, the more confidence they got.”

Howard hosts South Plains at 5:30 p.m. Thursday 

at Dorothy Garrett Coliseum. The No. 12 Lady 
Texans (17-4, 4-1) defeated Frank Phillips Monday, 
64-45. 

Last season, the Lady Texans defeated Howard 
three times, including a win in the semifinals of 
the Region V tournament in Temple that ended the 
Hawks’ season.

Clarendon College 46,
Howard College 45

Clarendon (46)
Alex Ray 1-5 0-0 3, Quinae Thomas 1-2 0-0 3, Janee’ Williams 3-9 

1-1 8, Donisha Bronnon 0-0 1-2 1, Jamie Young 1-4 0-0 2, Asia Reid 
6-12 4-7 17, Kenisha McDade 3-9 0-0 6, Ruth Stewart 2-5 0-0 4, Joy 
Usher 0-1 0-0, Tra Niqua Dishmon 0-1 0-0, Enid Sanchez 0-2 0-0 0, 
Shaniqua Roberts 0-3 0-0. Totals 17-53 6-10 46.

Howard (45)
Miesha Blackshear 4-17 1-2 9, Patricia Malouff 3-11 2-2 9, Rachael 

Dryver 2-6 3-5 7, Chassidy Cole 2-9 0-2 6, DeAndra Thomas 4-8 1-5 
9, NaTalia Smith 1-2 1-1 3, Clarissa Krum 1-10 0-0 2, Danielle Cota 
0-1 0-0 0, Tamara Wallace 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 17-68 8-17 45.

Halftime: CC 20, HC 19. 3-point goals: CC 4-14 (Ray 1-4, Thomas 
1-2, Williams 1-1, Reid 1-3), HC 3-23 (Cole 2-8, Malouff 1-8, Wallace 
0-2, Krum 0-5). Rebounds: CC 47 (McDade 8, Williams 8), HC 50 
(Blackshear 13, Cole 9, Dryver 8). Assists: CC 4 (Williams 2), HC 8 
(Blackshear 3). Total fouls: CC 15, HC 11. Fouled out: None.
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By Steve Becker

Those eligible to apply for a Sid Richardson Memorial Fund scholarship are direct descendants
(children or grandchildren) of persons who qualified for Early Retirement, Normal Retirement,
Disability Retirement, or Death Benefits from The Retirement Plan For Employees of Bass
Enterprises Production Co.; or are direct descendants (children or grandchildren) of persons
presently employed with a minimum of three years’ full-time service with any of the following
employers: Sid Richardson Carbon and Energy Co. (Sid Richardson Carbon and Gasoline Company
or Sid Richardson Carbon Company) and SRCE, L.P., Bass Enterprises Production Co., BEPCO, L.P.,
Bass Brothers Enterprises, Inc., Richardson Oils, Inc., Perry R. Bass, Inc. (Sid W. Richardson, Inc.),
Chisholm Trail Ventures, L.P.,  Sid W. Richardson Foundation, San Jose Cattle Company (Fairview
Farms), City Center Development Co., Richardson Aviation, Sid Richardson Carbon, Ltd., SRCG
Aviation, Inc., Leapartners, L.P., Barbnet Investments Co., City Club of Ft. Worth (City Center
Development Co.), City Center Development Co., L.P. (DBA City Center Development Co. and
City Center Executive Suite), Sundance Square, Sundance Square Partners, L.P. (DBA Sundance
Square, the Cassidy, and Sundance Square Development), Sundance Square Management, L.P. 
(DBA Sundance Square Management Co. and Sundance Square Management), and BOPCO, L.P.

Further, those eligible to apply also shall consist of children and grandchildren of persons who
retired from the following entities on or before 2/28/06:  Sid Richardson Energy Services, Ltd. 
(Sid Richardson Energy Services Co., Sid Richardson Gasoline, Ltd., or Sid Richardson Gasoline Co.)
and Richardson Energy Marketing, Ltd. (Richardson Products II, Ltd.).

Limited funds are available to assist in defraying the cost of college education or of vocational
training.  These scholarships are awarded on a competitive basis according to academic achieve-
ment and financial need.  Eligible candidates for the 2009-2010 academic year must return 
completed applications postmarked no later than March 31, 2009.

Direct a written request for an application to Peggy Laskoski, Sid Richardson Memorial Fund, 
309 Main Street, Fort Worth, Texas 76102 or plaskoski@sidrichardson.org. The request may also
be faxed to 817-332-2176.  Include student’s name, qualifying employee’s name, Social Security
number of employee, qualifying company name, and dates of employment.

NOTICE OF AVAILABLE EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS

WJCAC Women's
Standings

Team     	 Conference	 Overall
Midland College	 6-0	 22-0
South Plains		 4-1	 17-4
New Mexico JC	 3-2	 12-6
Howard College	 3-3	 18-4
Odessa College	 3-3	 14-8
Frank Phillips	 2-4	 9-11
Clarendon College	 1-4	 12-7
Western Texas	 0-5	 5-16

Monday's results: Clarendon 46, Howard 
45;  Odessa 73, New Mexico 68; South Plains 64, 
Frank Phillips 45; Midland and Western Texas 
were open.

Thursday's games: South Plains at Howard, 
Western Texas at Odessa, New Mexico at 
Clarendon, Midland and Frank Phillips is open.

HAWKS
Continued from Page 1B

Howard started the game slowly, 
struggling to find its rhythm offen-
sively, but the Hawks’ defense started 
producing scoring opportunities.

The Hawks went on a 9-0 run that 
ended with 10:39 to play in the first 
half, giving Howard a 19-9 advan-
tage. 

From that point, the Hawks 
embarked on a longer 22-5 run to fin-
ish the opening half as they took a 
40-16 lead into the break. 

Howard shot lights out in the first 
half, converting 50 percent of its field 
goals, including 7 of 11 from beyond 

the arch. The Hawks forced 17 turn-
overs in the first half, while commit-
ting eight, scoring 22 points off of 
Clarendon’s mishaps. 

For the game, Howard ended up 
shooting 46.5 percent from the field 
and 39.3 percent from 3-point range. 

Denzel Barnes scored a game-high 
13 points and was complimented by 
fellow guards Devon Baker and 
Joshua Watkins, who posted 12 
apiece. 

Clarendon was led by Tyris Dowell’s 
nine points as Howard prevented any 
Bulldog from reaching double digits.

The Bulldogs’ longest run of the 
night came early in the second half. 
After Howard scored an initial bucket 
to go up by 26, Clarendon went on a 
6-0 run to cut it to 20. That’s the clos-
est the Bulldogs would come to 

Howard in the second half.
The Hawks remain sixth in the 

WJCAC standings, but are just a half 
game behind Odessa College, which 
they defeated Thursday, 50-45, and a 
full game back of New Mexico Junior 
College, Western Texas College and 
South Plains College.

South Plains (16-2, 4-2) visits the 
Hawks Thursday at Dorothy Garrett 
Coliseum. 

The Texans are currently ranked 
13th nationally and defeated Frank 
Phillips Monday, 90-81. 

A little revenge might be on the 
mind of the Howard sophomores. 
South Plains eliminated the Hawks 
from in the Region V tournament 
finals last season with an 80-72 win. 
The Texans went on to win the NJCAA 
National Championship.

Howard College 77,
Clarendon College 39

Clarendon (39)
Sam Jones 0-1 0-0 0, Mike Jones 0-4 0-0 0, Will 

Benson 3-5 0-0 8, Calvin Brown 3-6 0-0 6, Moses 
Adenpoju 0-1 0-2 0, Tyris Dowell 4-6 1-1 9, Nick 
Tunnel 2-8 0-0 5, Elhadji Ndiaye 1-6 2-2 5, Javon 
Cravin 1-3 0-0 3, Eric Taylor 1-6 0-0 3, Michael 
Knight 0-1 0-2 0, Edric Coleman 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 
15-48 3-7 39.

Howard (77)
Ricardo Zanini 0-4 2-5 2, Vladimir Gavranic 3-6 

3-4 9, Melanio Ebenden 0-0 0-0 0, Joshua Watkins 
5-8 2-5 12, LaTrail McCoy 3-5 0-0 8, Denzel 
Barnes 4-9 3-6 13, Devon Baker 3-9 3-4 12, 
Markeys Deans 4-8 0-0 9, Dante Menter 2-3 0-0 6, 
Shaad O’Garro 1-1 1-3 3, Nikola Mandic 1-3 0-0 3, 
Demetrius Beauford 0-0 0-0 0, Julien Bottin 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 26-56 14-27 77.

Halftime: HC 40, CC 16. 3-point goals: CC 6-26 
(Benson 2-4), HC 11-28 (Baker 3-8, Barnes 2-4, 
Menter 2-3, Zaninin 0-4, Deans 1-2, Gavranic 0-1, 
Mandic 1-2, Watkins 0-1, McCoy 2-3). Rebounds: 
CC 31 (Benson 5), HC 43 (Gavranic 6). Assists: CC 
4 (S. Jones 2), HC 14 (Mandic 3, Watkins 3). Total 
fouls: CC 23, HC 11. Fouled out: Adenpoju.

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — 
Top-ranked Rafael Nadal put together 
a dominating performance Tuesday, 
routing Belgium’s Christophe Rochus 
6-0, 6-2, 6-2 in the first round at the 
Australian Open.

Showing no sign of the knee prob-
lems that sidelined him at the end of 
last year, Nadal lost only eight points 
in six games in the first set. When 
Rochus finally got on the board while 
already down a break in the second, 
the capacity crowd in Rod Laver 
Arena gave him a huge ovation.

Nadal said he just wanted to get off 
to a good start and wasn’t trying to 
send a message.

“I played well, especially the serve 
and the forehand,” Nadal said.

Nadal, who reached the semifinals 
last year and is seeking his sixth 
Grand Slam title, finished with 47 
winners to seven for Rochus and also 
blasted 10 aces. The 75th-ranked 
Belgian, who fell to 13-31 in Grand 
Slam play, managed to laugh several 
times, realizing there was little he 
could do.

Nadal broke for the seventh time to 
pull ahead 5-2 in the final set, then 
held at love with four winners to fin-
ish off the victory in 77 minutes.

Rochus suggested that he might 
need to consider a change in profes-
sions. Nadal said it’s too dangerous to 
show any mercy.

“Sport is like this,” Nadal said. “If I 
had some mistakes ... anything can 
happen.”

The cool conditions at night were a 
sharp contrast to the brutal sun and 
swirling winds that plagued players 
earlier in the day.

Serena Williams also had to deal 
with a slight head cold, but she had 
no problem in a 6-3, 6-2 victory over 
123rd-ranked Yuan Meng of China to 
begin pursuit of her 10th Grand Slam. 
Yuan was all but ducking for cover 
from an onslaught of powerful serves, 
groundstrokes and volleys from the 
second-seeded American.

And get this: Williams wasn’t even 
going all out.

“It was a little hot for me today,” 
said Williams, aiming to keep intact 
her record of winning here in odd-
numbered years since 2003. “But I 
was able to just take my time and play 
a lot slower, not giving 1,000 percent.

“I think it was pretty important for 
me not to ... go crazy out there, try 
and conserve some energy. Keep in 
mind, I am playing doubles here, as 

well. I definitely want to do well in 
both events.”

That would be doubles with sister 
Venus — the reigning Wimbledon 
champion — who overcame a lapse 
against hard-hitting Angelique 
Kerber of Germany to advance with a 
6-3, 6-3 victory.

While the Williams sisters were 
happy to get through without drama, 
Britain’s Andy Murray wished he 
had spent more time in the sun. The 
21-year-old Scot got a mixed blessing 
when Andrei Pavel, who was hoping 
to make a farewell tour of the majors 
before retiring, had to quit after 45 
minutes when his bad back acted up.

“I would have liked to have been on 
court a bit longer,” said the fourth-
seeded Murray, who won for the first 
time on center court here. “You don’t 
want to win a match like that.”

Most everybody else was eager to 
finish fast with the temperature top-
ping 104 degreees in afternoon. 
Murray said he could feel his feet 
burning on long points. Photographers 
at courtside draped their heads, bod-
ies and cameras in wet towels. 
Spectators fanned themselves with 
paper and official programs.

“It was definitely extreme condi-

tions,” Serena Williams said.
A cool front came through and con-

ditions were a pleasant 79 degrees by 
the time sixth-seeded Venus went on 
court. It turned into essentially a 
good hitting session for her.

“I was really happy to be able to be 
out there and hit a lot of balls and find 
a rhythm and advance,” she said.

Olympic gold medalist Elena 
Dementieva beat Germany’s Kristina 
Barrois to extend her winning streak 
to 11 matches. Also advancing were 
No. 13 Victoria Azarenka of Belarus, 
2006 champion Amelie Mauresmo of 
France and No. 22 Zheng Jie of 
China.

No. 9 Agnieszka Radwanska of 
Poland became the highest seeded 
player to be ousted, falling to 
Ukraine’s Kateryna Bondarenko.

On the men’s side, No. 5 Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga beat Argentina’s Juan 
Monaco, No. 6 Gilles Simon downed 
Spain’s Pablo Andujar and fellow 
Frenchman Richard Gasquet, seeded 
24th, ousted Diego Junqueira.

Tsonga had upset wins over Murray 
in the first round and Nadal in the 
semifinals here last year before 

See AUSSIE, Page 3B

Nadal, Serena in top form at Aussie Open
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in order to make things 
a little easier on black 
boys and girls, and to 
make things a little 
more homogeneous.”

Smallwood said the 
march, which was held 
on the eve of President 
Barack Obama’s inau-
guration, is the culmi-
nation of many years of 
work and struggle.

“Dr. King had a mis-
sion. And that mission 
was to unite black peo-
ple in integration with 
the white people, and 
that mission is slowly 
being fulfilled,” said 
Smallwood. “He wanted 
to bring America more 
in light with the har-
mony of God’s word. 
Black people are proud 
(of what he has done). 
And the white popula-
tion has given the col-
ored man hope, also, in 
being able to nominate 
and elect this new presi-
dent. Hopefully, he will 
be able to do a good job. 
He won’t be able to satis-
fy all of the factions, but 
if he’s able to go down in 
history as a man of his 
word, then America will 
be a better place.”

Hebrew Jones, who 
has lived in Big Spring 
for more than 45 years, 
said he’s seen the civil 
rights movement from 
many different angles.

“You take from when 

I came to Big 
Spring and Dr. 
Martin Luther 
King made that 
speech, I was just 
18 years of age,” 
said Jones. “That 
really meant a lot 
to me, to hear that 
speech then in my 
life. And I’ve seen 
some of the things 
and come through 
some of the things 
that Dr. King came 
through.

“Looking at to-
day, things have 
changed a lot. But 
there are still a lot 
of things to be done. 
Living back in the era 
of the civil rights move-
ment, I know what it’s 
like to be discriminated 
against and shunned. 
And there are people to-
day that still drink from 
that bitter cup of rac-
ism. So there are still 
changes to be made.”

For City Councilman 
Manuel Ramirez Jr., 
the call to organize the 
annual march — which 
came from fellow coun-
cil member and long-
time Martin Luther 
King Jr. March coordi-
nator Stephanie Horton 
— was both an honor 
and a surprise.

“It was a shock, and 
it was an honor,” said 
Ramirez. “I hope to fol-
low well in her footsteps. 
It hasn’t been easy. I 
had a few ministers call 
at the last minute and 
tell me they couldn’t 

make it, and my singer 
couldn’t make it. But 
other than that, it’s been 
a wonderful experience.

“The march is a time 
for reflection in all of 
us, as to what Dr. King 
did for the country. He 
had a dream, and we all 
have a dream. He said 
he hoped to one day be 
seen as a man, and not a 
black man. I hope to one 
day be seen as a man, 
not a Hispanic man.”

Cyneather Woodruff, 
a Big Spring resident 
since 1941, said she 
was happy to see people 
come together for such 
an important remem-
brance, but knows at-
tendance of the march 
should have been much 

better.
“They don’t come to-

gether the way they 
should. There should be 
a lot more of us here,” 
said Woodruff, motion-
ing to the small crowd 
gathered in the park-
ing lot. “I’d like to see 
everyone come out and 
take part in (the march). 
This is something we 
should be proud of.

“This is something 
someone lost their life 
for,” she added. “We 
tend to take it lightly. 
I’d like to see  each per-
son come and take it 
as an individual thing. 
Whatever happened, 
they did it for me, and 
I’m thankful. That’s 
why I’m marching.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com
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may occur 30 to 50 years after ex-
posure to asbestos. Many work-
ers were exposed from the 1940s 
through the 1970s. Industrial main-
tenance and operators are among 
those at risk for mesothelioma, 
throat cancer or lung cancer. Call 
us for professional insight.
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MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Maria Alicia "Alice" 
Salgado, 58, died 
Wednesday. Vigil Services 
will be at 7 p.m. Tuesday 
at Myers & Smith Chapel.

Sue Kerr, 58, died 
Tuesday. Services are 
pending at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.

World Briefs▼

Midland readies 
to welcome Bush
back to Texas

MIDLAND (AP) — Some city streets 
have been closed since Friday and 
almost all of the 20,000 free tickets to 
Midland’s welcome home celebration 
for President George W. Bush have 
been handed out.

Bush and his wife, Laura, will head 
to this West Texas city Tuesday after-
noon after the inauguration of Barack 
Obama in Washington, D.C.

The welcome home event is set for 
Centennial Plaza, the town square. 
Eight years ago, in January 2001, 
Midland was the setting for the send-
off event as then-President-elect Bush 
headed for the White House.

As of Monday afternoon, 1,500 free 
tickets remained for the event which 
will include entertainment by Larry 
Gatlin and the Gatlin Brothers, Rod-
ney Atkins and Lee Greenwood.

Former President George H.W. Bush 
and former first lady Barbara Bush 
are expected to be traveling with 
George W. Bush, but Jean Becker, a 
spokesman for the elder Bush, said 
he didn’t expect to participate in the 
rally.

“He feels they shouldn’t,” Becker 
said in Monday’s online edition of the 
Odessa American. “He feels it’s for 
the 43s and not for the ‘old guy,’ as he 
put it. ... He felt mom and dad should 
stay in the shadows.”

Ike-affected A&M-
Galveston classes
resume Tuesday

GALVESTON (AP) — Classes re-
sume Tuesday at Texas A&M-Galves-
ton for the first regular semester since 
Hurricane Ike came ashore Sept. 13.

Students whose classes were dis-
rupted by Ike were moved to the main 
Texas A&M campus in College Sta-
tion.

The Galveston County Daily News 
reports students began returning Fri-
day to residence halls for the spring 
2009 semester, which is starting as 
previously scheduled.

A&M-Galveston spokeswoman Kar-
en Bigley says about 91 percent of the 
students taking courses before Ike 
made landfall in September have re-
mained enrolled.

A recent statement from the school 
described Galveston as being “in full 
recovery mode.”

The school says extensive testing 
has been done to ensure that the cam-
pus is a safe and healthy environment 
for students. A&M-Galveston is also 
providing information on managing 
traumatic stress after hurricanes.

Sul Ross RB dies after 
being shot at night club, 
police arrest 3 and search 
for fourth suspect

MIDLAND (AP) — Police have ar-
rested three people and are searching 
for a fourth in their investigation of 
the shooting death of a Sul Ross State 
running back who was killed at a 
night club early Sunday, authorities 
said.

Jermaine Swearington, 23, died at 
Midland Memorial Hospital after he 
was shot multiple times in the body 
and the legs just before 4 a.m. at the 
Pleasures Club, said Sgt. Lupe Breta-
do of the Midland Police Department.

James Braziel, 21, Jessie Johnson 
Jr., 18, and Melvin Lenard, 18, each 
were charged with one count of mur-
der and were being held in the Mid-
land County Jail Monday night on 
$250,000 bond, said Cassandra Flores, 
a clerk at the jail. Braziel also has 
four counts of violating probation and 
faces an additional $2,000 in bonds on 
two of them, while bond for the oth-
er two had not been set. Lenard also 
faces additional unrelated charges, 
Flores said.

“After the incident occurred, some of 
the detectives interviewed some wit-
nesses. Those are some of the names 
the witnesses gave detectives. The 
detectives interviewed them and war-
rants were obtained,” said Bretado.

A call by The Associated Press to an 
attorney for Lenard was not immedi-
ately returned Monday night. Flores 

did not know whether the others had 
attorneys.

Swearington was a star running 
back at Permian High School before 
going to Sul Ross, the Odessa Ameri-
can reported Monday in its online 
edition.

He rushed for 909 yards on 152 car-
ries and scored 10 touchdowns in his 
first season with the Lobos. He was 
named to the American Southwest 
All-Conference team.

Free cosmetics available 
at some Texas department 
stores as part of lawsuit 
settlement

HOUSTON (AP) — Free cosmetics 
are being given away at some de-
partment stores in Texas as part of a 
national class-action lawsuit settle-
ment.

A 2003 California lawsuit filed 
against department stores and cos-
metics manufacturers alleged the 
businesses conspired to keep prestige 
cosmetics prices high.

The case was settled with no wrong 
doing admitted. The result was a $175 
million giveaway in which each eli-
gible consumer gets one free piece of 
make up or fragrance worth from $18 
to $25 — on the honor system.

Ginger Reeder, a Dallas-based 
spokeswoman for Neiman Marcus, 
tells the Houston Chronicle that there 
will be one table, flanked by signs full 
of legalese, where the products will be 
available.

Anyone is eligible for one freebie 
from Chanel, Christian Dior, Lan-
come or others if they purchased de-
partment store cosmetics between 
May 1994 and July 2003.

The freebies will stop in seven days 
or when they are all gone, whichever 
comes first.

Israeli military says report 
of Gaza militant fire and 
truce violation incorrect

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli securi-
ty forces have backtracked on a report 

that Gaza militants fired on Israel in 
violation of a shaky truce.

Police had first reported Tuesday 
that at least one mortar fell. The mili-
tary said later that a warning siren 
that went off was a false alarm.

Israel waged a devastating three-
week war on Gaza until declaring a 
cease-fire that went into effect Sun-
day. Hamas declared its own cease-
fire later that day.

NTSB says records show 
US Airways plane suffered 
compressor failure 2 days 
earlier

WASHINGTON (AP) — The US Air-
ways jet that made a dramatic emer-
gency landing on New York’s Hudson 
River last week experienced an en-
gine compressor failure two days ear-
lier, according to the National Trans-
portation Safety Board.

NTSB spokesman Peter Knudson 
said Monday that the board’s exami-
nation of the Airbus 320’s mainte-
nance records show “there was an en-
try in the aircraft’s maintenance log 
that indicates a compressor stall oc-
curred on Jan. 13.” The compressor, 
or fan, draws air into the engine.

He said the flight had a different pi-
lot that day, and the board planned 
to interview that pilot to learn more 
about the incident.

NTSB investigators so far have not 
uncovered “any anomalies or mal-
functions with Flight 1549 from the 
time it left the gate at LaGuardia Air-
port on Jan. 15 to the point the pilot re-
ported a bird strike and loss of engine 
power,” Knudson said. Pilot Chesley 
“Sully” Sullenberger was able to glide 
to plane to an emergency river land-
ing and there were no fatalities.

CNN reported Monday that passen-
gers on the Flight 1549 that left La-
Guardia Airport on Jan. 13 reported 
hearing loud bangs followed by an 
announcement from the pilot that the 
aircraft was either returning to La-
Guardia or going to try to land. There 
were differing accounts of the pilot’s 
statements.
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final game still to come.
“He’s been here 

before,” Fitzgerald said, 
referring to Warner. 
“He’s been where we’re 
all trying to go. He’s 
held that trophy up and 
we’ve leaned on him 
this whole postseason.”

Many of Pittsburgh’s 
stars have been through 
this before, including 
Hines Ward, the MVP of 
the 2006 Super Bowl win 
over Seattle.

The Steelers’ defense 
carried them past 
Baltimore 23-14 in the 
AFC title game. That’s 
what it’s been doing all 
season. The latest ver-
sion of the storied Steel 
Curtain was the best 
statistically in the NFL 
and the most consis-
tent.

Led by James 
Harrison, the defensive 
player of the year and 
another all-Pro, safety 
Troy Polamalu, it puts 
constant pressure on 
the quarterback. And 
that is where Warner is 
sometimes vulnerable. 
Injuries and turnovers 
cost him his job in St. 
Louis in 2002 and 2003 
before he was shuffled 
off to the New York 
Giants and then to 
Arizona.

The Steelers have four 

title victories in six 
years during the 1970s 
and their fifth three 
years ago. No team has 
ever won six.

In an odd little twist, 
Arizona coach Ken 
Whisenhunt has his 
roots with the Steelers, 
serving as offensive 
coordinator from 
2004-2006, including the 
Super Bowl-winning 
team.

He was expected to get 
the Pittsburgh job when 
Bill Cowher stepped 
down two seasons ago. 
So was another Steelers 
coach, Russ Grimm, 
now Whisenhunt’s 

right-hand in Arizona.
Instead, the job went 

to Mike Tomlin, who 
returns to Tampa, the 
city where he began his 
coaching career.

One other bit of cross-
pollination.

In 1944, the Steelers 
and Cardinals were the 
same team — Card-Pit, 
combined into one 
because of World War 
II, when there weren’t 
enough able-bodied men 
to fill out both rosters.

They finished 0-10.
They will finish a lot 

better this season, no 
matter what happens in 
Tampa.
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Receive up to $1500 in minutes

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR

DEALER

3206 E. F.M. 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E 3
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Comfort
Store

407 N. Lamesa Highway/
Highway 137
Stanton, TX 79782

Phone: 432-756-3737
Fax: 432-756-3939
E-mail: stardate2020@sbcglobal.net

Relax!
It’s time for comfort furniture

and acessories at Comfort Store
Great Prices!

DRIVE SOME  & SAVE MUCH!

Do you feel tired? Are you stressed?

15
36

7

Bring In This Ad For A Discount

Mon.-Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-4
Egyptian Cotton Sheet Set,

Comforters, Duvets, Goose Down Pillows,
Egyptian Cotton Robes & Towel Sets

MAVS
Continued from Page 1B

By the end of the third quarter, the 
Mavericks led 74-63, with Kidd and 
Nowitzki combining for 25 of their 32 
points.

With 2:14 remaining, Terry hit a 
3-pointer from the baseline to give 
Dallas a 93-81 lead. It wouldn’t last as 
the 76ers scored 12 straight points, 
tying the game at 93 with 8.5 seconds 
left after a driving layup by Iguodala.

“We really came back there at the 
end,” DiLeo said. “They never gave 
up. That’s the essence of our team.”

Notes: There were several tributes 
to Martin Luther King Jr. on the jum-
botron throughout the game, and 
76ers G Willie Green addressed the 
crowd before the game. Mavericks F 
Josh Howard, listed as doubtful with 
a sprained left wrist, played 34 min-
utes. Mavericks G Matt Carroll and C 
Ryan Hollins were active for the first 
time in a Dallas uniform. They were 
traded from Charlotte last Friday for 
C DeSagana Diop.

AUSSIE
Continued from Page 2B

losing the final to Novak 
Djokovic.

Ninth-seeded James Blake, who 

reached the quarterfinals at 
Melbourne Park last year to 
match his best effort at a Grand 
Slam, had more than twice as 
many winners as unforced errors 
while beating Canada’s Frank 
Dancevic.

No. 13 Fernando Gonzalez of 

Chile, runner-up here to Federer 
in 2007, ended local hope Lleyton 
Hewitt’s 13th Australian Open. 
Hewitt, a former U.S. Open and 
Wimbledon champion, lost the 
final at his home major in 2005 to 
Marat Safin.

NEW YORK (AP) — Baltimore 
defensive coordinator Rex Ryan was 
hired as the coach of the New York 
Jets on Monday, a day after the 
Ravens lost in the AFC champion-
ship.

The 46-year-old Ryan replaces the 
fired Eric Mangini, taking over a 
team that started last season 8-3 but 
missed the playoffs with quarterback 
Brett Favre after losing four of its last 
five games.

The Jets announced the hiring, but 
released no other details. The con-
tract is for four years, a person with 
knowledge of the deal told The 
Associated Press. The person spoke 
on condition of anonymity earlier 
Monday because the deal had not 
been announced.

Ryan, the son of former NFL coach 
Buddy Ryan, will be formally intro-
duced at a news conference Wednesday 
at the Jets’ facility in Florham Park, 
N.J.

“It’s been a dream of mine to become 
a head coach in the NFL,” Ryan said 
in a statement. “Coming here to the 
New York Jets, where my father once 
coached and was part of the Super 
Bowl III staff, is fantastic. I look 
around at the facilities and the people 
they have in place and see a first-

class organization. I’m just proud to 
be part of it.”

The deal was finalized Monday 
afternoon after Jets owner Woody 
Johnson and general manager Mike 
Tannenbaum flew to Baltimore in the 
morning to iron out the details, team 
spokesman Bruce Speight said.

“We got the right man for the job,” 
Johnson said in a statement.

The Ravens’ defensive coordinator 
the last four seasons is the twin broth-
er of Cleveland defensive coordinator 
Rob Ryan. His Baltimore defense 
helped the Ravens to the AFC cham-
pionship game and has been ranked 
in the top six in total yardage allowed 
the last four seasons, including sec-
ond overall this season while leading 
the NFL with 34 takeaways.

“I think it’s a gain for them and a 
loss for us, but it’s well-deserved,” 
Ravens linebacker Bart Scott said. “It 
was a long time coming.”

This will be the first head coaching 
job for Ryan, who is said to be well 
liked among his players because of 
his straightforward, no-nonsense 
style.

“I’m very much looking forward to 
meeting coach Ryan,” wide receiver 
Chansi Stuckey told The Associated 
Press in an e-mail. “His reputation 

precedes him by the success that 
Baltimore has had, and I’m very 
excited to get started.”

It became apparent Ryan was at the 
top of the Jets’ list of candidates when 
several other teams filled their coach-
ing vacancies and New York’s 
remained open. The Jets needed 
Baltimore’s season to end — which 
happened Sunday with a 23-14 loss at 
Pittsburgh — before offering him the 
job.

“There is no doubt in my mind that 
Rex has the expertise and instincts to 
build on the foundation that we have 
in place and take this franchise to the 
ranks of the NFL’s elite,” Johnson 
said.

Ryan also interviewed for the St. 
Louis Rams job that went to Giants 
defensive coordinator Steve 
Spagnuolo.

The Jets interviewed at least five 
other candidates, including offensive 
coordinator Brian Schottenheimer, 
assistant head coach/offensive line 
coach Bill Callahan — who was fired 
from Nebraska after 2007’s 5-7 season 
— Arizona assistant head coach/
offensive line coach Russ Grimm, 
Indianapolis defensive coordinator 
Ron Meeks and fired Boston College 
coach Jeff Jagodzinski.

Whether Ryan will have Favre on 
his roster this season is unclear. The 
39-year-old quarterback recently said 
he would take several weeks before 
deciding whether to return.

Nicknamed “The Mad Scientist” for 
his aggressive and unpredictable 
game plans, Ryan prefers to run a 3-4 
defensive scheme, which the Jets 
already have in place. New York spent 
big money last offseason acquiring 
players that excel in the 3-4, includ-
ing nose tackle Kris Jenkins and line-
backer Calvin Pace.

Ryan inherits a defense that had an 
impressive start with 29 sacks in its 
first eight games but just 12 in the last 
half of the season. 

The secondary also might need a 
makeover, ranking 29th overall 
against the pass despite Pro Bowl cor-
nerback Darrelle Revis and playmak-
ing safety Kerry Rhodes.

Ryan, who was with the Ravens for 
10 seasons, was fired when the entire 
staff was let go after the 2007 season. 
Ryan interviewed for the job that 
went to John Harbaugh, who rehired 
Ryan.

AP Sports Writers Larry Lage in 
Detroit and David Ginsburg in Owings 
Mills, Md., contributed to this report.

Jets get their man, hire Ryan as new coach

OWINGS MILLS, Md. (AP) — Willis McGahee 
joined his teammates Monday at Baltimore’s train-
ing complex after doctors told him he would make 
a full recovery from a fierce helmet-to-helmet hit in 
the AFC championship game that had him carted 
off the field.

“I’m all right. Everything is OK,” the running 
back told reporters as the Ravens cleared out their 

lockers. “The MRI and the CAT scan checked out 
good. I was scared, but I didn’t know how serious it 
was. It was pretty intense.”

The play occurred in the fourth quarter of 
Pittsburgh’s 23-14 victory. McGahee had just caught 
a pass and taken two steps before being met by 
safety Ryan Clark, who drove his helmet into 
McGahee’s facemask. McGahee’s head snapped 

back, and he lost the ball as he dropped to the 
ground.

“I didn’t even see him coming,” McGahee said.
Clark also collapsed, though it was immediately 

apparent that his injury wasn’t serious. 
Players from both teams gathered around 

McGahee, who lay motionless before being taken 
away.

Ravens’ McGahee home, complete recovery expected
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HARD IS:
Doing the moonwalk 
on marbles.
EASY IS:
Saving money on TV, 
internet, and phone.

SUDDENLINK TV 
The latest local news, 
weather, and sports. 
Multiple TVs at no 

extra charge. No rain 
fade or ugly dish.

INTERNET 
Faster than DSL and 

Wireless. 
Always connected 

and ready to go. No 
phone line needed.

HOME PHONE 
Unlimited local and 
U.S. long distance. 

Tons of popular calling 
features. Keep your 

current number.

©2008 Suddenlink Communications. Offer expires3-31/2009. Service availability, equipment needed, 
speeds, and pricing may vary. Download and upload speeds are maximum speeds; they may vary and are 
not guaranteed. Unlimited long distance includes the 50 states, Guam, and Puerto Rico and only applies 
to direct-dialed, domestic, person-to-person calls from home phone. Phone usage must be consistent 
with typical residential voice usage. Call detail not provided. Phone service will not function in the event 
of battery backup failures and network or electrical outages. Phone service may not be compatible 
with all security and medical monitoring systems. Offer subject to change, and other restrictions 
may apply. *Price excludes taxes, fees, and surcharges, including a broadcast station surcharge.

$9300
per 
month

The World’s Easiest BundleSM

as low as

One call. One connection. One bill. 

*

It’s easy to bundle and save.
1-888-809-1955 | suddenlink.com/save

Suddenlink TV customers will 
not be affected by the 
DTV transition on February 17.

DTV
READY

Jeanne Morales, 
Attorney

1908 W. Wall St., Suite E
P.O. Box 11043

Midland, TX 79702-8043
432-682-8855
877-682-8855

We can help you get a copy of your 
credit  report when you come in 

for bankruptcy or
personal finance counseling!

Board Certified Consumer Bankruptcy
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

American Board of Certification

“Se Habla Espanol”

We are a debt relief agency.
We help people file for bankruptcy relief

under the Bankruptcy Code
15659

Stanton Division

432-756-3381
1-800-442-8688 after hours

15
74
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History In The Making

LOCAL
Continued from Page 1A

Fort Worth and he told me he 
didn’t think he’d ever, ever see a 
black president. I was optimistic, 
however. I always thought we 
would.

“He has a big job in front of him, 
and it’s going to take more than 
just him. It’s going to take the 
entire country to move and get 
the things we need implement-
ed. One man can’t do it. When 
Barack Obama decided to run 
for president, he knew it would 
take a whole coalition of people. 
It wasn’t just the blacks or the 
whites, it was everyone. Chinese 
Americans. Hispanic. White. It 
took the entire United States to 
elect him. And for Barack Obama 
to be the first black president, I 
just can’t tell you how happy I am. 
I’m happy to see this day come.”

Johnny Arguello III, deacon 
of the Holy Trinity Parish, said 
Obama’s election is proof God has 
wonderful things in store for the 
world.

“What a blessing. To have the 
first African American sworn in 
as president, that’s awesome,” 
said Arguello. “If that’s not God at 
work, then what is? I believe the 
same spirit that was with Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. is the same 
spirit that’s with Barack Obama. 
And that same spirit is going to 
direct him, and I believe we will 
see great changes. I know he has 
some tough times coming up, but 
I truly believe we will see the Holy 
Spirit at work through Obama.”

City Councilman 
Manuel Ramirez Jr. 
said he hopes Obama’s 
election to the presi-
dency will end years 
of silence among the 
American minorities.

“I’d give you a big 
high-five right now,” 
said Ramirez, beam-
ing from ear to ear. “I’m all for it. 
Any and all minorities need to get 
involved. There are way too many 
of us to be silent. We’ve been si-
lent too long, and it’s time for us 
to step up.”

John Medina, human resources 
director for the city of Big Spring, 
said he believes Obama will bring 

new hope to a nation already 
struggling economically.

“It’s a historical event. It’s one of 
those things that will leave a last-
ing mark on a lot of people,” said 
Medina. “I feel like everyone is be-
hind him. He’s our president and 
he’s going to make a difference. 
He certainly brings new hope.

“He’s coming into office with a 
lot of pressure, just because he 
came in proposing change as a 
large part of his campaign. How-
ever, I think he has a lot of good 
people that are going to back him, 
and that’s good because he has 
a long road to hold. But I think 
things are going to be fine. Only 

time will tell.”
Steven Saldivar, as-

sistant superinten-
dent for Big Spring 
Independent School 
District, said today’s 
inauguration is a 
‘milestone’ for Amer-
ica.

“This is very impor-
tant to lot of people. 

It’s a milestone,” said Saldivar. 
“We’re seeing history in the mak-
ing and that’s a good thing. It 
shows that in the United States, 
people can dream big dreams ... 
and that glass ceilings were meant 
to be broken.”

Dr. Cheryl Sparks, Howard Col-
lege president, said 
all Americans need to 
pull together to help 
the new president 
help right a faltering 
economy.

“The college has 
been paying attention 
to what has been said 
at the federal level ... 
about the role community colleg-
es can play in workforce training 
and the movement of the econ-
omy in general,” Sparks said. 
“President Obama certainly has 
a vision for our country and is 
challenging us all to go with him 
as we begin to address the chal-
lenges that exist.”

 
Staff writer Steve Reagan con-

tributed to this article.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

Ramires

Saldivar

Sparks

AP Photo/Jae C. Hong 

Barack Obama, left, joined by his wife 
Michelle, takes the oath of office from Chief 
Justice John Roberts to become the 44th 
president of the United States at the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington Tuesday.

OBAMA
Continued from Page 1A

protecting narrow interests and 
putting off unpleasant decisions 
— that time has surely passed,” 
Obama said in an undisguised 
shot at Bush administration poli-
cies. “Starting today, we must 
pick ourselves up, dust ourselves 
off and begin the work of remak-
ing America.”

The dawn of the new Demo-
cratic era — with Obama allies in 
charge of both houses of Congress 
— ends eight years of Republican 
control of the White House by 
Bush, who leaves Washington as 
one of the nation’s most unpopu-
lar and divisive presidents, the 
architect of two unfinished wars 
and the man in charge at a time 
of economic calamity that swept 
away many Americans’ jobs, sav-
ings and homes.

Obama’s election was cheered 
around the world as a sign that 
America will be more embrac-
ing, more open to change. “To the 
Muslim world,” Obama said, “we 
seek a new way forward, based on 
mutual interest and mutual respect.”

Still, he bluntly warned, “To those 
leaders around the globe who seek to 
sow conflict, or blame their society’s ills 
on the West — know that your people 
will judge you on what you can build, 
not what you destroy.”

“To those who cling to power through 
corruption and deceit and the silenc-
ing of dissent, know that you are on the 
wrong side of history, but that we will 
extend a hand if you are willing to un-
clench your fist.”

Two years after beginning his improb-
able quest as a little-known, first-term 
Illinois senator with a foreign-sound-
ing name, Obama moved into the Oval 
Office as the nation’s fourth youngest 
president, at 47, and the first African-
American, a barrier-breaking achieve-
ment believed impossible by genera-
tions of minorities.

He said it was a moment to recall “that 
all are equal, all are free and all deserve 
a chance to pursue their full measure of 
happiness.”

Obama called for a political truce in 
Washington to end “the petty grievanc-
es and false promises, the recrimina-
tions and worn-out dogmas, that for far 
too long have strangled our politics.”

He said that all Americans have roles 

in rebuilding the nation by renewing 
the traditions of hard work, honesty 
and fair play, tolerance, loyalty and pa-
triotism.

“What is required of us now is a new 
era of responsibility, a recognition, on 
the part of every American, that we 
have duties to ourselves, our nation and 
the world, duties that we do not grudg-
ingly accept but rather seize gladly, firm 
in the knowledge that there is nothing 
so satisfying to the spirit, so defining of 
our character, than giving our all to a 
difficult task.”

With the economy in a long and deep-
ening recession, Obama said it was time 
for swift and bold action to create new 
jobs and lay a foundation for growth. 
Congressional Democrats have readied 
an $825 billion stimulus plan of tax cuts 
and spending for roads, bridges, schools, 
electric grids and other projects.

“The question we ask today is not 
whether our government is too big or 
too small, but whether it works,” the 
new president said.

A mighty chorus of cheers erupted as 
Obama stepped to the inaugural plat-
form, a midday sun warming the crowd 
that had waited for hours in the cold. 
There were some boos when Bush and 
Vice President Dick Cheney came onto 
the platform.
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Business Opportunity
BUSINESS FOR Sale! Own 
your own women’s’ fitness club 
in Big Spring. Great Deal! 
(432)559-6336.

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING Country Club 
needs Wait Staff, full or 
part-time. Former applicanats 
need not apply. Apply in per-
son, Tuesday thru Friday or 
call 432-267-8241. 

BIG SPRING Oil Company, 
needs experienced Tool 
Pusher. Must be able to pass 
drug test. Competitive salary 
and limited benefits. Most work 
within 60 miles of Big Spring or 
Snyder. Please send resume 
to: PO Box 1870, Big Spring, 
TX 79721.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a full-time RN 
Position. Great hours, friendly 
atmosphere and Benefits. 
Sign-On Bonus $2500.00. Call 
for appointment 
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

Need Warehouse/ Mainte-
nance foreman.  Starting sal-
ary, with all benefits. Must have 
good driving record and experi-
ence in maintenance. Apply at 
1st & Johnson, Park Fuels, Big 
Spring.

Help Wanted
CITY OF BIG SPRING 

Police Officer 
$15.47-$16.25/hr

Jailer 
IT Specialist

Heavy Equipment Operator
Mechanic Helper
Part Time Cook

Utility Service Worker
Water Treatment 
Plant Operator

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

Equal Opportunity Employer

COLORADO RIVER 
MUNICIPAL 

WATER DISTRICT
CRMWD, regional raw water 
supplier for the Permian Basin, 
is seeking a Manager of Ad-
ministrative Services. Re-
sponsibilities include managing 
the financial reporting, account-
ing, investments, human re-
sources, health and retirement 
plans, risk management, re-
cords management and admin-
istrative functions for the Dis-
trict.  Degree in accounting, fi-
nance or business preferred. 
Strong computer skills required 
including Microsoft word and 
excel.  Successful candidate 
must be a self starter and a 
team player, ability to 
multi-task.  Prefer 8 to 10 years 
experience including personnel 
supervision.  CRMWD is an 
equal opportunity employer. 
Benefits include health insur-
ance, retirement plans, sick, 
vacation and holiday leave. 
Send resume to General Man-
ager, CRMWD, P. O. Box 869, 
Big Spring Texas 79721-0869.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

Help Wanted

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

HILLCREST CDC has 
Part-time Child giver position 
available, Mon-Fri. Must have 
high school diploma or GED. 
Hillcrest CDC, 2000 West FM 
700.

NEED TO OFFSET HOLIDAY 
SPENDING? TRY AVON! 8 
Immediate openings in this 
area. 100% guaranteed prod-
uct. Up to 50% commission on 
sales and your own purchases, 
free training, and discounted 
insurance. We still provide 
products that people need de-
spite the bad economy. Call 
432-270-2125 TODAY! (Inde-
pendent Rep)

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PART-TIME JANITOR help 
needed during the day. 3-1/2 
hours M-W-F, $8.00 per hour. 
Must pass background check. 
Apply at Texas WorkForce, 
501 Main, Big Spring

PLANT SUPERVISOR needed 
for Ameri-Tech Building Sys-
tems. Experience required in 
Portable Metal Building Manu-
facturing. Competitive Salary 
and Benefits available. Email to 
kwr_atbs@yahoo.com or fax to 
254-938-2762. EOE

Help Wanted
POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Avg. Pay $20/hr, $57K/yr in-
cluding Federal Benefits, OT.
Placed by adSource, not affili-
ated w/ USPS who hires. 
1-866-795-4058.

Sterling County Nursing 
Home is in need of the follow-
ing- LVN’s, Med Aide & CNA’s. 
For  more  information  call 
Carmen Rios at 
(325)378-2134.

WANTED DRILLING Supervi-
sor with at least 7 years experi-
ence. For Sharp Image Energy 
Inc. Please send resumes  to 
P.O. Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

WANTED OIL and Gas Drilling 
Engineer with at least 7 years 
experience and Reservoir En-
gineer experience would be 
helpful in their job application. 
For Sharp Image Energy Inc. 
Please send resumes  to P.O. 
Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

WIND TECHNICIAN TRAINEE
Full Time

Big Spring area
No Experience Required. Must 
be able to climb 200+ feet wind 
towers several times a day. 
Understanding of basic AC/DC 
electrical circuit & Mechanically 
inclined a plus. Able to work 
long days and some week-
ends.

Please forward resumes to:
HR Department 

jmorgan@encorepower
services.com

or fax to their attention  
(281)312-0126

For more information visit 
www.encorepower

services.com

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

KENMORE DISHWASHER,
Kenmore self cleaning 
stove/oven, 3 Tippman Paint 
Ball guns, 2 Sting Ray fall face 
masks, 1,500 paint balls. Lots 
of accessories. Call 
432-263-6641.

Miscellaneous
2005 FLEETWOOD Prowler 
250 Deluxe, New tires. 
$9,500.00. Call (432)457-0158.

BRAND NEW pedestal dining 
table, chairs, lighted china 
cabinet, $990. 806-549-3110.

HUGE 4 POSTER oak bed-
room set. NEW from mfg. 
$875. 806-549-3110.................
Ceramic tile dinette set and 
chairs, BRAND NEW!!! medium 
brown. $260. 806-549-3110.

PECAN FINISH BEDROOM 
SUITE 5-pc, complete, Still 
boxed. $450. 806-438-0081......

On the Farm
2008 HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
Tridan (Sweet)

1- 2500 Round Bales 5x6
806-239-1942

EZELL KEY 
FEED & GRAIN

98 Lancaster
(432)267-8112

Big Spring, Texas 79720
NOW OPEN TILL 4:00PM 

ON SATURDAYS
We have all your 

Feed Needs
Palmer 

High Pro 
Jocaby 

Moormans Feed Food
COME SEE US!!!

Real Estate for Rent
$400/MO! BUY a 4 bed, 3 
bath! 5% dn, 30 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 
x F086.

1/2 DUPLEX at 502 Goliad. 
Stove & Refrigerator furnished. 
$300. month plus utilities.  Call 
432-267-7380.

1005 BLUEBONNET. 3 Bdrm, 
1 bath. No pets. Call 
(432)267-3841 or 517-0642.

1501 HILLTOP (Rear)- One 
bedroom, one bath. $350. 
month, plus deposit. Call 
(432)264-3976. 

3702 HANELTON,  3 bedroom, 
1 bath, carport, CH/A. New tile. 
$700. month, $400 deposit. No 
HUD or pets. Call 
(432)816-1464.

3705 CONNALLY 3 bedroom, 
2 bath, garage, fenced yard, 
CH/A. Stove & refrigerator fur-
nished.  $700. month, $300. 
deposit. Call (432)267-1543.

403 GALVESTON 90x60 Shop 
with 12 foot door on both ends, 
office inside, large fenced yard.  
$1000. month, $1000. deposit. 
Call (432)213-2319.

702 WEST 18TH. Three Bed-
room, two bath. CH/A, two  liv-
ing areas, utility room. $795. 
month, $400. deposit. Call 
(432)267-7449.

OVERHEAD STORAGE/
Shop. Approximately 24x40. 
$300. month. Insulated 50x40 
storage walk thru door. $350. 
month. Call (432)213-2319.

Real Estate for Rent
BUILDING FOR Rent or Sale-
4 large overhead doors, office 
space, large fenced yard, in 
Coahoma 2 blocks south of 
IS20. Please call 432-267-6006 
for more information.

JANUARY SPECIAL!!
$100. off 1st month rent!

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2  Bdrm $395 month

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!
LOFT FOR Lease, 123-C 
Main. $1,000. month plus de-
posit. One year lease required. 
No pets. (432)770-5656. or 
(432)517-0038 or office 
(432)263-6514.

SOUTH PLAINS APTS.
3304 West Hwy 80

Efficiency 1, 2, & 3 Bdrms.
Now Available
432-714-4840
559-309-1968

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale

1408 West 2nd.
COMPLETELY GUTTED and 
ready to remodel 3/1, 1180 sq. 
feet, 50x130 lot. $2,500.00. 
Call (432)816-5025.

By Owner 2535 Gunter Circle.  
2 Bdrm, 1 bath. Fully remod-
eled, new carpet and paint. 
CH/A. Garage and Utility room. 
Oversize bedroom and lounge. 
In good neighborhood. 
$59,900.00. Payments will be 
$650. Monthly.  Call Patience 
432-349-5242.

BY OWNER 3/2/2, 1885 sq. 
feet. 525 Scott, Highland 
South, Remodeled in 2007. 
$145,000.00. Call 
432-264-1364.

BY OWNER Beautiful 3/2, 
2021 sq. ft. brick home on 9.6 
acres. Remodeled kitchen, fire-
place, covered patio w/BBQ, 
shop, barn. Forsan ISD (1112 
Angela Road.). Reduced 
$199,500. Seller pays closing 
costs. Call (432)935-0933.

BY OWNER- 3547 Sq. Ft. 
Brick-  4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 
dining, 3 living rooms, loft, 2 
car garage, 1-1/2 acres. 8403 
Gail Hwy. Below appraisal 
$179,500.00. 432-270-4646. 

BY OWNER---- 2600 Carelton 
3 Bedroom, 2 bath w/covered 
carport. New A/C unit. New 
carpet and paint. All New Appli-
ances. Remodeled kitchen and 
baths. No Owner Financing. 
Please call 432-213-2681.

DOUBLEWIDE FOR Sale! 3 
bedroom, 2 bath, CH/A, metal 
roof. Double carport, covered 
porch,  8x10 storage building. 
$25,000. firm.     No Owner 
Financing. Call (806)544-7950. 

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm, 2 
bath! Only $24,500!  Must see! 
For listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED 
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low 
Down Payment. Bad Credit 
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.

READY TO MOVE INTO!! 
1709 SETTLES Remodeled 3 
bedroom, 2 bath, garage. New 
carpet, tile, built in appliances. 
Call (325)207-3434. 

(432) 263-1284 110 W. Marcy
Big Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

A MUST SEE - Wonderful 3 bedroom, 2 bath family home on a large lot 
in a quiet cul-de-sac Sequestered master bedroom, great closet space, 
formal dining, breakfast area, 2 living areas, large utility room, and double 
garage. Excellent Highland South location. 

Call Home Realtors @ (432) 263-1284 for an appointment today.

#4 Bennett Circle 15691

RREENNTTEEDD
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House Of Hope
Community Church

Rev. Floyd Green, Jr.
Pastor

  
   A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
   By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another.        
                                                                                           John 13: 34-3515554

“Authentic Mexican Food”
Family Owned By 

The Rodriguez

Casa Blanca
Restaurant

Open:
 Sunday-Monday

1005 Lamesa Hwy.                                    263-1162

16152

Tax Associates
Specializing In Income Tax

406 Runnels
Big Spring, TX

Sam Castro
(432) 264-6134
(432) 264-8813

15
66

2

Associated Press photos

Clockwise, from top left: Aretha Franklin performs at the swearing-in cere-
mony at the U.S. Capitol Tuesday; President-elect Barack Obama is greeted 
as he arrives for swearing-in ceremonies at the Capitol; A sailor salutes 
as the limousine carrying President George W. Bush and President-elect 
Barack Obama leaves the White House; President Bush, center right, and 
first lady Laura Bush, center left, welcome President-elect Barack Obama, 
far left, and his wife Michelle Obama, right, on the North Portico of the 
White House.
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e : 
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:   $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NAIL SALON PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Cash Sale
Very Reasonable

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

CONCRETE

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

LAWN CARE
FALL CLEANUP

Rake Leaves, Hauling
Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service

816-6150 or
267-5460

FREE ESTIMATES 18675

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33
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COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z
Chimney, Air Duct 

Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes, 
Carpets, etc.

INSURED

1-866-843-1837 17
95

9

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heaters
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heater
Parts and Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

18
30
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HOUSEKEEPING

PROFESSIONAL 
HOUSE 

CLEANING
References Available

Fair Prices &
 Quality Work

CALL
(432) 213-599118477

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

HOME IMPROVEMENT

15
26
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Drywall, Ceramic & Wood 
Floors, Metal Roofs, Shingle 
Roofs, Carpentry, Additions.

WE DO ALL TYPES OF
CONSTRUCTION!

Call Mike
432-213-0047

SANCHEZ
CONSTRUCTION

RESTAURANT

Texas Cajun Cafe
starting

January 2nd
LUNCH BUFFET

11:00 am - 3:00 pm
802 West I-20

between Exxon & Advantage Inn Motel
15598(432) 264-7686

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH

CALL
(432) 264-6134

“Se Habla Espanol”
*With RAL Approval

On Income Tax Refund
Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
406 Runnels
(Across From Bargain Mart)

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CALL RON

432-213-5540

L & R 
Construction
 Complete Home remodeling, 

Repairs, Additions, Floor and Wall 
Tile, Glass Block, Stone, Interior & 

Exterior Painting, Laminate 
Counter Tops, Cabinets, Drywall, 

WE CAN DO IT ALL.

16
16

9

HOUSECLEANING/JANITORIAL

15
71

1

House cleaning and 
janitorial services  

Scheduled house cleaning 
available 5 days a week

Mon.-Fri.
Walk through estimating

213-7355 or 213-4616

Kinards Cleaning



By GREGORY KATZ     
Associated Press

LONDON — A world made 
weary by war, recession, 
joblessness and fear shed its 
collective burden Tuesday 
to celebrate the arrival of 
a new American president. 
Bulls and goats were slaugh-
tered for feasts in Kenya and 
caterers prepared for black-
tie balls in the capitals of 
Europe.

From Kenya and Indonesia, 
where Barack Obama has 
family ties, to areas around 
the world, Obama represent-
ed a volcanic explosion of 
hope for better days ahead.

The ascendance of the first 
African-American to the pres-
idency of the United States 
was heralded as marking a 
new era of tolerance and pos-
sibility.

It was a reflection of 
Obama’s sprawling, complex 
family tree that villages in 
places as diverse as Ireland 
and Kenya held special par-
ties to celebrate their link to 
the new president.

An Irish village called 
Moneygall covered itself 
in red, white and blue bun-
ting Tuesday in honor of 
Obama’s connections, via a 
great-great-great grandfather 
named Fulmouth Kearney 
who emigrated to the United 
States in 1850. Road signs read 
“Moneygall welcomes our 
President, Barack Obama.”

They also baked a special 
round fruitcake, locally called 
a “brack,” to sell for the occa-
sion — and put pictures of 
Obama on the wrapping.

In Kenya, feasts were being 
prepared, beer with Obama’s 
name on it put out and movie 
screens erected so neighbors 
could join together for the 
moment, a year after their 
own elections were marred 
by ethnic violence.

“Our election in Kenya 
really had problems with eth-
nicity ... America has shown 

that this doesn’t have to be 
that big a problem,” said Dr. 
Joseph Osoo, who runs a clin-
ic in one of Kenya’s biggest 
slums.

“Kenyan are very happy 
because their son is going to 
be the leader of America,” he 
said.

Obama’s themes were 
echoed throughout the world. 

At the United Nations com-
plex overlooking the Danube 
River in Vienna, Austria, 
someone wrote “YES, WE 
CAN!” in giant block letters 
in the snow.

U.N. workers peered down 
at the message from their 
office windows.

“It’s a mystery who did 
it,” said Melissa Fleming, 

a spokeswoman for the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency.

It was a day when America’s 
rich musical heritage, often 
reflecting the freedom strug-
gle of African-Americans, 
was embraced worldwide.

In Sweden, African-
American singer Cyndee 
Peters was hosting a show 
named “A Gala for Obama,” 
featuring dozens of Swedish 
soul, jazz, hip-hop, gospel, 
folk and blues artists.

“Obama fever is all over the 
whole world, “ said Peters, 
62, who grew up in North 
Carolina and New York. “I 
was congratulated by I don’t 
know how many Swedes after 
the election. I think what he 
stands for needs to be cel-
ebrated.”

“No one is doing their favor-
ite songs or greatest hits,” 
Peters added. “We’re doing 
songs about hope.”

In the Indonesian capital of 
Jakarta, where Obama spent 
four years as a young boy, 
students from his former 
school swayed and spun in 
bright, traditional costumes 
representing Indonesia’s 
ethnically diverse tropical 
islands.

Old classmates gathered 
to watch his speech at the 
Menteng 1 elementary school, 
where he is fondly remem-
bered as a chubby kid called 
Barry.

“I’m proud that the next 
president is someone who I 
have shared time with,” said 
Rully Dasaad, a fellow Boy 
Scout with Obama.
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Howard County ... 
Where concerned 

leaders gather, 
striving to make fair, 

intelligent, law 
abiding decisions 

for the health, safety 
and welfare of its 

citizens.

County Commissioner 
Precinct 1

EMMA PUGA BROWN

County Commissioner 
Precinct 3

JIMMIE LONG

County Commissioner 
Precinct  4

GARY SIMER

County Commissioner 
Precinct 2

JERRY KILGORE

County Judge
MARK BARR

15
83
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1515 E. FM 700                                     (432) 267-8206

Spanish Inn
“Commemorating Our New President”

267-9340                                  200 NW 3rd St.
15663

Jose Chavez, M.D.
- Pediatrics -

Malone & Hogan Clinic
(second floor)

(432) 714-4700
15716

Sherry Wegner
Agency

...your friend come hail or high water

1902 N. Hwy. 87 432-267-2555

www.swcia.com
An Equal Opportunity Insurance Provider 15743

“skip the

TAKS test!”
Have you completed all of your high school credits, but 

don’t have a diploma because you haven’t passed the 
TAKS test? The TAKS test is a requirement only for public 
schools - a private high school can help graduate students 

who haven’t been able to pass the TAKS!
Get credit for your high school work!

Graduate & Advance your career!
ORION HIGH SCHOOL of Midland is a private online 

high school that will evaluate your transcript 
and can issue you a diploma - 

NO MATTER HOW MANY TIMES YOU HAVE TAKEN 
THE TAKS!

Call 1(877)647-1337 ext. 703
To ask about the Leveling Diploma or go online at

www.orionhs.org TODAY!

15658

Kokopelli’s
“It’s not just a 
party place”

Have your business 
meetings here.

432-213-1147
432-264-0538

15788

Big Spring
Living 

Magazine
“The Crossroads

Magazine”

432-263-7331

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:45 am-5:45 pm - Sat. 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

1001 Gregg                                                          263-7316

15845

16153

Worldwide hopes soar for new president

AP Photo/Katsumi Kasahara

“Obama Girls,” a group of local residents from northern Japan’s Obama city, perform 
Hawaiian hula dance to celebrate the inauguration of U.S. President-elect Barack Obama.
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®: Dumped and dumfounded

Real Estate for Sale
OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath,  2,500 sq. ft.. 
$2,950. Down, $735. per 
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call (432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE. Fixer Up-
per! Low monthly. Low down. 
1302 Wright. (325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
1987 CHRYSLER Fifth Ave. 
low mileage, new tires, clean 
body and interior, needs motor 
work. $1,000. or best offer. See 
at 3311 Cornell. 
(432)263-4386.

1995 MAZDA 626 Cheap! 
$650 obo! Runs Great! For list-
ings 800-544-1092 x N237.

Legals
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF 

PROPOSED TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) 
CONTRACTS

Sealed proposals for contracts 
listed below will be received by 
TxDOT until the date(s) shown be-
low, and then publicly read.

CONSTRUCTION/ 
MAINTENANCE/ BUILDING 
FACILITIES CONTRACT(S)

-----------------------------------------------
Dist/Div: Abilene
Contract 0069-01-050 for PIAN, 
ACP, C&G, & SDWIKS in HOW-
ARD County will be opened on 
February 10, 2009 at 1:00 pm at 
the State Office.
-----------------------------------------------
Plans and specifications are avail-
able for inspection, along with bid-
ding proposals, and applications for 
the TxDOT Prequalified Contrac-
tor’s list, at the applicable State 
and/or Dist/Div Offices listed below. 
If applicable, bidders must submit 
prequalification information to 
TxDOT at least 10 days prior to the 
bid date to be eligible to bid on a 
project. Prequalification materials 
may be requested from the State 
Office listed below. Plans for the 
above contract(s) are available 
from TxDOT’s website at 
www.txdot.gov and from reproduc-
tion companies at the expense of 
the contractor.
NPO: 28741

State Office
------------------------------
Constr./Maint. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 78704

Phone: 512-416-2540
Dist/Div Office(s)
-----------------------
Abilene District 

District Engineer
4250 N. Clack

Abilene, Texas 79604-0150
Phone 325-676-6800

Minimum wage rates are set out in 
bidding documents and the rates 
will be part of the contract. TXDOT 
ensures that bidders will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds 
of race, color, sex, or national ori-
gin.
#6026 January 20 & 27, 2009

Legals
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Big Spring Police Department, 
400 East 4th Street, Big Spring, 
Texas, will hold an auction on 
January 29th, 2009 at 9:00 A.M. to 
dispose of the following vehicles:
1990 Plymouth Van
VIN 1P4FH44R1LX276827
1996 Chevrolet Truck
VIN 1GCEC14W7TZ189327
1996 Saturn 4 Dr.
VIN 1G8ZK5273TZ265899
1992 Cadillac Eldorado
VIN 1G6AL5789CE633840
1995 Dodge Neon
VIN 1B3ES27C5SD550691
1993 GMC Truck
VIN 1GKCS18W8P0513274
1999 Chevrolet LS 4 Dr.
VIN 2G1WL52M8X9265921
1995 Plymouth Van
VIN 2P4GH2534SR394824
1994 Buick 4 Dr.
VIN 1G4AG55M9R6437624
Anyone interested in bidding on 
these vehicles must be present at 
the auction. For further information 
contact Lt. Drew Bavin at the Big 
Spring Police Department, 
(432)264-2562.
#6028 January 20, 2009

CITY OF BIG SPRING
CITY COUNCIL

PUBLIC HEARING
TUESDAY, 

FEBRUARY 10, 2009, 5:30 P.M.
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

307 E. 4TH STREET
BIG SPRING, TEXAS 79720

for
PROPOSED AMENDED ZONING 

ORDINANCE
The City Council will hold a Public 
Hearing to consider the proposed 
Ordinance as an addition to Article 
8 Supplemental Use Standard by 
adopting Section 8-7 to be de-
scribed as “Freight and Portable 
Storage Containers” as to regulate 
the placement of freight and port-
able storage containers for the City 
of Big Spring, Howard County 
Texas; containing a cumulative 
clause; containing a savings and 
severability clause; providing for a 
maximum penalty or fine of five 
hundred dollars ($500.00); and es-
tablishing an effective date of Feb-
ruary 24, 2009. Citizens will have 
the opportunity to express any oral 
or written comments to Todd Dar-
den, Assistant City Manager, City 
of Big Spring, 310 Nolan, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720 or call 
(432)264-2500.
#6031 January 20 & 25, 2009

CITY OF BIG SPRING
CITY COUNCIL

PUBLIC HEARING
TUESDAY, 

FEBRUARY 10, 2009, 5:30 P.M.
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

307 E. 4TH STREET
BIG SPRING, TEXAS 79720

for
PROPOSED AMENDED ZONING 

ORDINANCE
The City Council will hold a Public 
Hearing to consider the proposed 
Ordinance to amend Articel 9 Sign 
Regulations as to regulate the 
placement, maintenance, and stan-
dards of signage allowable for the 
City of Big Spring, Howard County 
Texas; containing a cumulative 
clause; containing a savings and 
severability clause; providing for a 
maximum penalty or fine of five 
hundred dollars ($500.00); and es-
tablishing an effective date of Feb-
ruary 24, 2009. Citizens will have 
the opportunity to express any oral 
or written comments to Todd Dar-
den, Assistant City Manager, City 
of Big Spring, 310 Nolan, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720 or call 
(432)264-2500.
#6032 January 20 & 25, 2009

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2001 GMC Yukon — 83K, 
Local One Owner, Extra
Clean. 

$12,995

2006 Regency Conversion
Van - One Owner, 14K Miles, TV, 
DVD, Electric Couch, All Toys.

$19,995

2008 GMC Acadia SLT - 
One Trim, All Toys, 
Immaculate, 12K Miles

$33,900

2009 Cadillac CTS
10,300 K, Pearl White w/Cocoa Cashmere Interior, 

Extra Clean.

$36,995

2004 Yukon Denali - All Toys, 
DVD Player, Center Captain 
Chair, Twenty's.

$17,995

PONTIAC GMC

263-7625 888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

15430

You may find yourself
in a profoundly curious
mood, particularly on
subjects of philosophy,
society and the human
condition, as the
Aquarian sun puts his
spotlight on the ever-
evolving story of human
kind. 

Poetic notions may
form in your psyche as
you try to
figure out
how to
contribute
the best way
you can to
this story’s
progression. 

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19).
Those who
are sensitive
to your
needs are
not just being polite.
They are showing you a
quiet, noble version of
love. Close your eyes and
quiet your heart and you
will be able to feel the
psychic hug someone is
giving you. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Whatever was off
limits to you last year is
now worth giving another
shot. Maybe it’s a job at
work that someone else
always gets to do. Or
maybe it’s a love interest
who was off the market.
Well, things have
changed. Go for it. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You’re probably
trying to influence a
loved one, or get a
customer to buy. Your
pitch is important.
Review a million times
until it’s totally
memorized. Then forget
everything and talk
conversationally. You’ll
make your sale. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Your super talent is

magnifying small events.
Be judicious in the
application of this power.
By focusing in small you
could learn the secrets of
the universe, or you
could make yourself nuts
by reading too much into
things. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You’re in danger of
taking someone for
granted. Measure the
many pros and cons of
staying in a relationship.
The exercise makes you
better appreciate the
bond you share with your
loved one.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You don’t exactly
know what you’re doing.
This is an
overwhelmingly positive
dynamic. It means you’re
taking risks, stretching
yourself and living to
your potential. Lead with
confidence and the rest
falls into place. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You have a good
sense of when to be
gentle, and when to
behave like a drill
sergeant. You’ll spend
some time at both ends of
the spectrum now, and
others respect you for
your ability to command
the right kind of
attention. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). The technology that’s
supposed to enhance your
life could instead make
things complicated and
confused. Don’t put your
tenderhearted words into
a text message. Go old
school and speak face to
face. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Though loved
ones may respond to your
strong energy today in a
hotheaded manner,
relationship drama is
easy enough to avoid.
Simply agree, and do so

often. There’s not much
worth fighting over. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Being a well-
rounded person, you’re
willing to stretch. Accept
the task you’re not so
good at. Take a bite of the
food you don’t like. Read
on a subject that bores
you. By the end of the
day you’ve grown.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Conversations
will be enlightening.
You’ll ask the questions
that get others talking
and much will be
revealed. The more
thorough your
understanding of a loved
one, the better you’ll get
along. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You’re attracted to
the mad, uninhibited
people who you just know
will influence you in
some way. The part of
you deep inside that has
been waiting for
permission to dance will
finally be drawn out.

COSMIC CAREER
SPECIAL: LIBRA AT
WORK: You don’t have
to drum up any
enthusiasm for your
colleagues because for
you, excitement and
support of others on the
job is inherent. You
marvel at what can be
accomplished when a
team pulls together,
communicates and
behaves fairly. 

The problem is that
everyone’s idea of what’s
fair is different. And
some people’s ideas are
just plain wrong. So you
must be mindful not to
give where the effort will
go unappreciated or you
wind up a doormat for
less hard-working people. 

Let your colleagues
know that though you are
dedicated to the team

agenda, you are also a
policy maker in your own
right. When you give
your all to the causes and
people who can truly
recognize and utilize your
talents in the right ways,
there is no greater feeling
for you. 

Your superpower is in
saving the day. In every
Libra’s career there
comes a time when the
fate of an entire project
rests on your shoulders.
This is stressful,
especially when things
don’t go the way you
think they will, but
you’re a master
improviser and can make
miracles happen when
you put your mind to it. 

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Rainn
Wilson plays Dwight
Schrute on the hit
television series “The
Office.” Though he, in
reality, has little in
common with the beet-
farming, egomaniacal
character he plays, he
can tap into the powerful
natal alignment of his
sun, moon and Mercury
in Capricorn for
inspiration. 

Capricorn energy is
ambitious, organized and
structured, and can be
applied to achieve
mastery in any area of
life.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.
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Dear Annie: My
husband, “Joe,” and I
have been having minor
problems recently, and I
finally got him to open up
about what is bothering
him. Big mistake! He told
me he wants a divorce.

I was completely
blindsided. I asked him
why he would want to
leave me and the only
thing he could say was
that we have nothing in
common except our
daughter. 

Annie, is that a real
reason to want a divorce?
Joe said he doesn’t like
the person I am. I told
him that was HIS
problem, to which he
agreed. He then added
that he has stuck around
this long only because he
couldn’t afford to move
out.

I know I haven’t been
the greatest wife. I’m not
a very good cook, I hate
to clean and I’d prefer to
spend Saturday in my
jammies reading a good
book. Apparently all of
this makes Joe unhappy.
But I love this man, and I
tell him often.

I have accepted him for
who he is, even when he
irritates me, so shouldn’t
he learn to accept me the
way I am? How am I
going to survive this? —
Dumped and
Dumbfounded

Dear Dumped: Most
men don’t leave their
wives because of the
cooking and
housekeeping. Do you
communicate? How is
your sex life? A good
marriage takes effort and
requires that each

partner
wishes to
make the
other happy. 

It sounds
as if you two
are living
parallel lives
with little
interaction
and no
interest in
creating a
supportive
relationship.
Ask Joe to go
with you for
counseling so
both of you
can learn how to make
your marriage better
before you give up. Do it
for your daughter.

Dear Annie: Is there a
rule about how much to
give a couple as a
monetary gift at their
wedding? 

I’m getting married
soon and I understand
attendees shouldn’t be
expected to give more
than they can afford. But
as couples are getting
married later in life, they
are also cleaning out
their own savings in
order to have a nice
celebration. 

Times are tough for us,
too. Parents don’t always
foot the bill, and even
with the best budgeting
bride a nice reception
easily runs at $50 per
plate.

I was recently at a
wedding where two
guests gave the couple $25
each. This seems like an
insult rather than a gift.
The couple must have
spent a lot more than that
per plate. 

With good
food, liquor
and dancing,
why would
anyone think
it’s OK to
give such a
small gift? —
Broke Bride-
to-Be

Dear
Bride: Oh,
dear. You
have
confused
“guest” with
“customer.”
The wedding
you choose

to give, no matter the
cost, is up to you. Your
guests are not selecting
the liquor, food and
music. 

You are inviting them
because you want their
company at your
celebration — not so they
will reimburse you for
your expenses. 

Those attending a
wedding should give an
appropriate gift of their
choosing, and you should
entertain them in a
manner you can afford.
Yes. Really.

Dear Annie: I must
respond to your advice to
“Charlotte, N.C.,” who
was having difficulty
enjoying Bunco night
when it was held at
“Nancy’s” home and her
8-year-old child
participated in the
evening’s activities.

Why would you advise
“Charlotte” to conduct
inappropriate
conversations in front of
the child to teach her
mother a lesson? 

She and her friends

need to get some
backbone and take Nancy
aside and discuss this
issue with her (which
was your other
suggestion). If they can’t
bring themselves to do
that, they should not
attend.

If they are concerned
about hurting Nancy’s
feelings, it would seem
that not showing up
would be much more
insulting. — Honesty Is
Best

Dear Honesty: We
weren’t recommending
some kind of vulgar
conversation, only
normal adult talk that
would bore Nancy’s child
and still allow the others
to have a good time. 

But you are right that
they should find the
courage to discuss it with
Nancy, which is what we
recommended in the first
place.

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your
questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.
net, or write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190,
Chicago, IL 60611. To find
out more about Annie’s
Mailbox, and read
features by other
Creators Syndicate
writers and cartoonists,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.
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GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. 

A friendly Classified Consultant will help you create an ad
that gets results!

Discover Another World, 
Read!

You never know
what you 

might find.
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AP Photo/Ron Edmonds 
Crowds gather on the National Mall in Washington for the swearing-in ceremony of President-elect Barack Obama this morning.

Obama’s day starts with church, coffee with Bush
By LIZ SIDOTI     
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As mas-
sive crowds swarmed the 
National Mall on Tuesday 
to witness Barack Obama’s 
inauguration as president, 
the man at the center of the 
maelstrom began the day 
quietly and reverently, at a 
church service across the 
street from the White House.

Obama and his family 
attended a private service at 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
a tradition for those about to 
become president. 

The family of Vice 
President-elect Joe Biden 
also attended.

Barack and Michelle 
Obama waved to bystand-
ers, then entered the church 
to applause from about 200 
people. 

The choir and congregation 

began singing the hymn, “O 
God Our Help in Ages Past.”

The Rev. Luis Leon wel-
comed the Obamas and said 
every president since James 
Madison has worshipped 
at the church at least once, 
“somae of them kicking and 
screaming.”

Bishop Charles E. Blake Sr., 
of Los Angeles, drew mur-
murs and chuckles when he 
blessed the Obamas and asked 
that “they may finish these 
two terms in office” stronger 
than they are now. Obama, 
of course, would have to win 
re-election in 2012 to serve a 
second term.

Another clergyman, Joel 
Hunter, offered a blessing to 
“Barack Hussein Obama.”

The Obamas and Joe and 
Jill Biden were scheduled 
to have coffee at the White 
House with President George 
W. Bush, Vice President 

Richard Cheney and their 
wives. 

Then they would travel the 
short distance to the Capitol 
for Obama’s history-making 
moment.

Just beyond the White 
House fence, huge crowds 
braved freezing temperatures 
and jostled for positions to 
see — with the naked eye 
or on Jumbotron screens — 
Obama take the oath of office 
as the 44th president and the 
first black to hold the title.

On Monday, a relaxed and 
upbeat Obama prepared for 
his big day by invoking the 
spirit of Martin Luther King 
Jr. and lavishing praise on 
two prominent Republicans 
in calling for a new spirit of 
bipartisanship.

After visiting wounded vet-
erans and helping volunteers 
paint a dorm for homeless 
teens in Washington, Obama 

dashed to three black-tie 
dinners Monday night. One 
honored Sen. John McCain, 
the Republican he defeated 
in November, and another 
honored Colin Powell, who 
was secretary of state under 
Bush.

The third dinner was for 
Biden, the former Delaware 
senator who twice sought the 
presidency himself.

Obama called McCain and 
Powell American heroes who 
set standards of patriotism 
and bipartisanship for all to 
follow.

He hugged McCain onstage 
and called for Americans’ 
help “in making this biparti-
san dinner not just an inaugu-
ral tradition, but a new way 
of doing the people’s business 
in this city.”

Throughout the day, Obama 
showed no hints of nervous-
ness about becoming presi-

dent within hours.
“I don’t  sweat,” he told 

volunteers at Sasha Bruce 
House, a shelter for homeless 
teens in one of Washington’s 
poorer neighborhoods. “You 
ever see me sweat?”

All day, he switched easily 
from self-deprecation to faux 
cockiness to calls for action.

“Make sure I do something 
simple,” he told Sasha Bruce 
organizers. “Don’t give me 
plumbing or electrical 
work.”

As he painted a wall with a 
roller brush, he quoted King 
as saying, “Everybody can be 
great because everybody can 
serve.”

“Right?” he asked the late 
civil rights leader’s eldest 
son, Martin Luther King III, 
who was almost overlooked 
while painting nearby.

“Right,” King assured the 
president-elect.

Visit our website at www.bigspringherald.com



Today is Tuesday, Jan. 20, 
the 20th day of 2009. There are 
345 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 20, 1981, Iran released 
52 Americans it had held hos-
tage for 444 days, minutes after 
the presidency passed from 
Jimmy Carter to Ronald 
Reagan.

On this date:
In 1801, Secretary of State 

John Marshall was nominated 
by President John Adams to be 
chief justice of the United 
States. (He was sworn in on 
Feb. 4, 1801.)

In 1841, the island of Hong 
Kong was ceded by China to 
Great Britain. (It returned to 
Chinese control in July 1997.)

In 1887, the U.S. Senate 
approved an agreement to lease 
Pearl Harbor in Hawaii as a 
naval base.

In 1936, Britain’s King George 
V died (his demise having been 
hastened by his physician); he 
was succeeded by Edward VIII.

In 1937, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt became the first 
chief executive to be inaugu-
rated on Jan. 20 instead of 
March 4.

In 1942, Nazi officials held 
the notorious Wannsee confer-
ence, during which they 
arrived at their “final solution” 
that called for exterminating 
Jews.

In 1945, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt was sworn into 
office for an unprecedented 
fourth term.

In 1949, President Harry S. 
Truman was sworn in for a 
second term of office. In his 
inaugural address, Truman 
branded communism a “false 
philosophy” as he outlined his 
program for U.S. world leader-
ship.

In 1969, Richard M. Nixon 
was sworn in as the 37th presi-
dent of the United States; Spiro 
Agnew took the oath of vice 
president.

In 1989, George H.W. Bush 
was sworn in as the 41st presi-
dent of the United States; Dan 
Quayle took the oath of vice 
president.

Today’s Birthdays: Country 
singer Slim Whitman is 85. 
Actress Patricia Neal is 83. 
Comedian Arte Johnson is 80. 

Former astronaut Buzz Aldrin 
is 79. Actress Dorothy Provine 
is 72. Singer Eric Stewart is 64. 
Movie director David Lynch is 
63. Actor Daniel Benzali is 59. 
Rock musician Paul Stanley 
(KISS) is 57. Rock musician Ian 
Hill (Judas Priest) is 57. 
Comedian Bill Maher is 53. 
Actor Lorenzo Lamas is 51. 
Actor James Denton 
(“Desperate Housewives”) is 
46. Rock musician Greg K. (The 
Offspring) is 44. Country singer 
John Michael Montgomery is 
44. Actor Rainn Wilson (“The 
Office”) is 43. Actress Stacey 
Dash is 42. TV personality 
Melissa Rivers is 41. Singer 
Xavier is 41. Singer Edwin 
McCain is 39. Actor Skeet 
Ulrich is 39. 

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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“I 
can’t find it,” 
stressed the 
woman who had 
called earlier. 

Telling her I was coming, I 
grabbed the pole net, a car-
rier, and hurried to the car.

A week before I had seen 
what I supposed was the 
same specie of 
bird, and was 
acquainted 
with its split 
personal-
ity. Seemingly 
oblivious to its 
surroundings, 
ours had rum-
maged through 
the leaves 
left in drifts 
by winter’s 
wind. Kicking 
debris with a 
backward stroke of its feet, 
it hurried past the leaves it 
had cast aside while search-
ing for seeds and insects. 
As it bustled about, it would 
stop to listen. Satisfied that 

no danger was eminent, it 
continued to hunt in our 
backyard.

Suddenly, racket on the 
other side of my fence caused 
the bird to disappear under 
a dense shrub. Its ability to 
become as inconspicuous 
as possible was its greatest 
protection. Convinced that 
danger had passed, the bird 
emerged to hunt, kick and 
peck again as it fed from the 
ground’s bounty.

Taking me through her 
house to the backyard, the 
woman felt it was the best 
way to sneak up on the bird. 
Her side gate was hard to 
open; the bottom would 
scrape on concrete. Quietly, 
she opened the door to her 
patio. Since she knew that I 
was going to wait on the bird 
to make an appearance, she 
decided to stay inside.

Ten minutes passed. Noth-
ing. Another fifteen minutes, 
and I began to wonder if my 
strategy would work. Hoping 

I would hear the 
bird before seeing 
it, I continued to 
wait.

Fortunately, 
the late January 
weather was coop-
erating. No harsh 
gusts to drown the 
sound of a bird 
scattering leaves 
as it tried to ex-
pose its next bite.

Other birds flew in to the 
birdbath and left. Not sure of 
how much longer I could sit 
still, I was relieved, when in 
the silence of a winter morn-
ing, the scratching of brittle 
leaves caught my attention.

Slowly glancing to my right, 
I saw the winter visitor. In 
the midst of a black head, its 
red eyes were noticeable. Its 
throat and breast were also 
black. In contrast, its rusty 
flanks and white belly often 
caused its misidentification 
as a robin. Enhancing its al-
lure were the white spots and 

wing bars on its black upper 
parts. During its kicks, paus-
es and pecking, the spotted 
towhee flared its black tail 
to expose the white corners 
seen in flight.

Since the woman had told 
me the bird could not fly out 
of her yard, I felt with time 
I could get a net over it. En-
ergetic, in spite of its injury, 
the towhee ran, hopped and 
even attempted to elevate 
with its short wings. Even 
though it could not rise but a 
foot or so above the ground, 
it was determined to avoid 
capture.

The chase was chaotic as 
the bird tried to 
maneuver through 
shrubs, dried 
flowers, and what 
seemed like end-
less beds of vinca. 
Fortunately it did 
not try to sneak be-
neath the ground 
cover, although 
I would not have 
been surprised if 
it did.

When it finally 
started to show 
signs of fatigue, I 
managed to get my 
net over the bird. 
After carefully 
freeing it from the 
mesh, I placed it 
in my carrier and 
covered it for the 

trip home.
“Sprish.....pppsssst,” her-

alded the sprinkler system 
as I ran to the patio. Grateful 
that I had caught the bird 
and avoided the water, the 
woman was eager to learn 
about this colorful migrant.

In addition to seeds, the to-
whee sought beetles, moths, 
caterpillars, ants, sowbugs, 
cutworms, wood borers and 
even boll weevils. On its 
way south, it had probably 
availed itself of wild fruits. 
Early spring would offer it 
the tender buds of awaken-
ing trees and fresh mulber-
ries.

Perhaps the bird had been 
attracted to the woman’s 
yard by her generous feeders 
and birdbath. Towhees were 
known to enjoy water and 
were often seen bathing in 
the moisture left on grass by 
a morning’s dew.

After taking the bird to the 
wildlife center, I shared with 
the woman the good news 
that it would fly again. Ap-
parently, a bruised wing had 
caused its temporary stop-
over. Able to migrate, the 
spotted towhee would once 
again lend its voice to an an-
cient spring ritual.

Bebe McCasland is federally 
and state licenced to rehabili-
tate wild birds.
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THE BEST “EARS”
OF YOUR LIFE.

JANUARY BLOWOUT SALE!!!

Call today for a FREE listening demonstration
of the NEWEST technology. Try before you buy!

This Week ‘s special

at Livingston!
SEE COUPONS

Call to make your appointment today!

STARKEY Destiny Series RIC
100% Digital Over-The-Ear
• Listens for sounds and adjusts to them in an 
instant • Constantly pays attention to the hearing 
situation • Automatically switches modes to hear 
voice and speech better • Gives you the ability to 
hear on the phone like never before.

$1,345
American Made

Any Size, Any
 Style  WTX Labs

$795
List price $1,295

$795

SAVE $500 & MORE
Off list price on 

select Digital models

Four pack of hearing aid batteries 
Limit four packs per person,

with this coupon.

4 PACK BATTERY SALE

WTX Labs
Fully Digital Prescription 
Fitted.  List price $1,295

$895    Starkey

$2.00

FREE PHONE
For Qualifying Individuals 

with Department of 
Assistive & Rehabilitative 

Services
OUR LOW PRICE GUARANTEE: If you find a lower advertised price on 

an identical hearing aid at any local retail competitor, we will beat their 

price by 10% when you buy from us. Just bring us the competitor’s 

current ad. Competitor’s remanufactured, discontinued, and used 

hearing aids are excluded from this offer.

211 Johnson Street
in Big Spring
432-267-7052Audiology & Hearing Aid Centers

OPEN HOUSE
Free Hearing Consultations ONE DAY 

ONLY - Thursday, January 22nd
Come meet Andrea Nava, Au.D., Doctor of Au-
diology, with Livingston Hearing Aid Centers.  
During this special event, Andrea will be dem-
onstrating the newest in hearing aid technology.  

Call today to schedule 
your appointment.

SPECIAL EVENT IN BIG SPRING!

Medicaid 
Accepted

Bird Poop: Determined to avoid capture
Courtesy photo

A ground feeding bird, the 
spotted towhee also nests 
on the ground. Secreted un-
der a bush or hidden in dense 
weeds, the nestlings’ home 
is made of leaves, stems, 
and strips of tree bark.

Bebe

McCasland

As I was rumbling 
through my brain the 
other day with my 
mind focused on the 
importance of friends. 
Friends 
are ex-
tremely 
impor-
tant, but 
very inter-
esting.

A friend 
is a per-
son with 
whom you 
can do 
anything 
or nothing 
and have a great time. 
A friend is someone 
who will be there for 
you when you need 
them, even though you 
may be miles apart or 
it’s been a long time 
since you’ve been to-
gether.

And when you are 
talking to a friend that 
you haven’t seen for a 
long time, your conver-
sation will seem to im-
mediately pick up right 
where it left off when 
you last saw them. A 
friend will never die 
but will live in the 
hearts of those they 
leave behind, for with 
some people you spend 
time, with others you 
invest it.

A friend will not just 
be with you when you 
cry but will also cry 
with you. A friend will 
never leave you behind 
if that’s what the crowd 
is doing, but will face 
the crowd on your be-
half. Friends are so es-
sential to our life, but if 
we choose our friends 
unwisely they can pull 
us down and deflate our 
dreams.

Our friends have the 
potential to stretch our 
vision or choke our 
dreams, and those that 
don’t increase us will 
eventually decrease us. 

It has been said that 
it is better to be alone 
than in the wrong com-
pany, for the less we 
associate with negative 
thinking and negative 
acting people, the more 
our life will improve. 
And if we tolerate me-
diocrity in others, it in-
creases our mediocrity.

A wise man once said, 
“Tell me who your best 
friends are and I will 
tell you who you are.” 

The simple but true 
fact of life is that we 
become like those with 
whom we closely associ-
ate for the good and the 
bad, so wise is the per-
son who fortifies his life 
with the right friend-
ships.  Choosing friends 
is a privilege and one of 
the most wonderful gifts 
we have been given.

This is something we 
need to teach to our 
children, along with the 
concept of the old say-
ing “birds of a feather 
flock together.”

There is another say-
ing, a mirror reflects a 
man’s face, but what he 
is really like is shown 
by the kind of friends 
he chooses.

As we choose our 
friends, may we consid-
er many of the slogans 
we have heard through 
the years: Don’t follow 
anyone who is not go-
ing anywhere and care-
fully weigh the advice 
given by unproductive 
people. Choose to rise 
above the turmoil and 
don’t settle for anything 
short of your dreams. 
And consider, if we run 
with wolves, we will 
learn how to howl, but, 
if we fly with eagles, we 
will learn how to soar to 
great heights.

Darrell Ryan is direc-
tor of federal programs 
for  the Big Spring Inde-
pendent School District.

Darrell

Ryan

Parent’s Corner: The
importance of friends
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� In 1962, “Spacewar,” played on an early 
computer, became the first fully interactive video game.

� The suits on playing cards were originally 
swords, batons, coins and cups.

— World Almanac for Kids

“Video games are bad for you? 
That’s what they said about rock and roll.”

— Shigeru Miyamoto, General Manager for Nintendo 
and co-creater of “Mario,” “Donkey Kong” 

and “The Legend of Zelda,” 
on notable-quotes.com.

Are you game for
family game night?

Game-making giant Hasbro is celebrating 10 years
of its Family Game Night initiative. What’s that? The
company encourages families to set aside one night a
week to play games together. Use the new year to start
a game night tradition at your house. You can play sim-
ple cards games or pull out a game you already have. 

If you need suggestions, we enlisted the help of a
first-grade class at Keith
Elementary School in
West Bloomfield, Mich.,
to help us try out some
new games.

CRANIUM HULLA-
BALOO ($24.95 from
Hasbro): First of all,
doesn’t the name just
sound fun? The game was
so exciting, the first-
graders had to give it a double A-plus. The class de-
scribes it like this: It’s an exercise game that’s really,
really fun. Grade: A-plus, A-plus!

SORRY! SLIDERS ($19.99 from Hasbro): This
game offers a new twist on Sorry! The students agree
that once you learn to play, it’s an exciting game, es-
pecially playing “danger dot.” Grade: B. 

ELECTRONIC PICTIONARY MAN GAME
($34.99 from Mattel): The class liked the game be-
cause it was different (you draw on a little man to
give clues), but recommend it for older kids and said
parents will love it, too. Grade: B

GUESS WHAT I AM! ($15.99 from Techno
Source): The students were crazy about this creative
new guessing game. You put your face through a card
with a character on it and ask yes or no questions to
figure out who you are. Makaela said, “I love it. I
want to play again and again!” Grade: A-plus, A-plus!

Here are a few more new this year:
� Yahtzee: Free For All ($16.99 from Hasbro):

takes the popular dice game to a full new level of play.
� UNO Flash Game ($29.99 from Mattel): We

love the classic card game but UNO Flash adds a fun
and speedy element to the game with an electronic
board that randomly changes turns in a flash. 

� Monopoly Here & Now:The World Edition
($34.99 from Hasbro): is a totally modern Monopoly
with cash cards and electronic banking instead of piles
of paper money. Plus, fans of the game voted on cities
to be included on the new international playing board.

— Janis Campbell, Detroit Free Press

MCT KidNews 01/22

DID YOU KNOW?
� Pokémon name: A contraction of the original Japanese brand 

“Poketto Monsut?” (Pocket Monsters).
� Any others? There are approximately 500 species of Pokémon.
� Featured in: 12 Pokémon movies, two TV specials, video 

games, cards, cartoons, books, lunch boxes, T-shirts, toys.
� Pop culture: There have been two different Pikachu balloons 

in the Macyʼs Thanksgiving Day Parade, a Pokémon-styled 
Boeing 747-400 and a traveling theme park.

� The money: Pokémon generates more than $30 billion each year.
PERSONAL DATA
� Born: 1995 in Japan, as a Nintendo Game Boy electronic game.
� Creator: Satoshi Tajiri, a Japanese video game designer.
� Reborn in U.S.: 1998 Game Boy.
� Size: 20 inches tall, 13 pounds.
� Special power: Can create a powerful electric zap from his tail.
� His trainer: Ash Ketchum, a child character in the cartoon series.
� Will evolve into: Raichu, a larger creature packing a 10,000-volt charge.

Pikachu,a Pokémon
This plump, moody fellow is the most admired Pokémon

SOURCES:  USA
TODAY,  N INTENDO,  

ALBUQUERQUE
JOURNAL ,

WIK IPEDIA .ORG,
“THE  OFF IC IAL

POKÉMON HAND-
BOOK”

MCT

Pikachu,a Pokémon

MCT

A fun option for family game night is “Guess
What I Am?” which has players place their face
through a card and ask questions to help other
players figure out what they “are.”
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Answers: snowman, snowplow, snowboard, snowshoes, snowdrift

BY JACKIE BURRELL

Contra Costa Times

t’s not every college applicant who can add
Pikachu to his list of references. Then again,
most high school seniors aren’t nationally
ranked Pokémon players.

Long before Pikachu and the gang hit the
video game circuit, Michael Silva (above) was

swapping Charmander cards on the playground at re-
cess, along with every other youngster.

“As far as I know,” the Oakley, Calif., teen says, “all
kids played Pokémon as kids.”

But it’s one thing to fly off the monkey bars hollering,
“Pikachu!” and quite another to play the highly competitive
card game version at city, state and world tournaments.

Set aside the goofy creatures, cutesy lingo — “Piplup
attack Chatot with Water Splash!” — and animated legacy,
and Pokémon is a complex game of strategy. Using a well-
shuffled, seven-card hand, players volley attacks to exploit
their opponents’ weaknesses, pulling Pokémon — a
diminutive of “pocket monsters” — on and off the board,
depending on the susceptibilities of their enemies.

It’s “an intellectual sport,” one that tests skills, strat-
egy and creativity, says a spokeswoman for tournament
organizer Pokémon TGC.?

The card game always made for some playground excite-
ment, but increasingly, it’s popping up in high school cafete-
rias and college dorms, too. These days Facebook, the social
networking site, fairly brims with Pokémon groups.

Some poke affectionate fun — there’s one group devoted
to Pokémon inspired pick-up lines. Others discuss the rela-
tive merits of Pikachu, Charmander and their hundreds of
colleagues. One group, dubbed “When I was your age, there
were only 150 Pokémon,” has 24,498 members alone.

“We’ve met so many friends through (the game),”
Michael says. “It’s a great hobby. I play games every
day with my brothers, try to meet up with friends from
Sacramento to play every week or two.”

That fun is paying off for the high school senior, who
rediscovered the card game with his younger brothers a
few years ago. Michael just won the masters division of
the Carmichael, Calif., city championships, where play-
ers were divided by age group — 10-and-under, young
teens and “masters,” who are 15 and up.

Michael took first place against 66 other masters divi-
sion players, then drove down to Santa Clara, Calif.’s
city tournament where he came in third, his Pokémon
felled only by last year’s state champion.

It’s all about standings, he says. The numbers are tal-
lied online, with the rankings changing every few days.

Recently, Michael was ranked first in California and
10th internationally. Those numbers may change over
the coming weeks as rankings ebb and flow. But all
three Silva boys have their eyes on the national champi-
onships in St. Louis, and the international tournament
planned for San Diego this August.

“The best part about (the game),” Michael says, “is it’s
really easy to get into. You can make it as simple as you
want or as deep as you want. It appeals to everybody.”

California teen 
takes Pokémon crown

POKÉMON 101
THE DECK: Each player has a

deck of 60 Pokémon cards, which
contains a mix of characters, en-
ergy cards to fuel attacks and de-
fense efforts, and miscellaneous
cards to repair damage, or confuse,
paralyze or otherwise mess with
opponents. You’ll also need an as-
sortment of damage markers, and
coins for flipping.

TO START: Each player shuf-
fles his deck and draws seven
cards, one of which must be a
Pokémon. These “pocket monsters”

have their own strengths, weak-
nesses and arsenal of weapons such
as fury swipes or water splashes.
Each player chooses a Pokémon
and places him in the middle of the
table, ready for play. Another six
cards are placed into a “prize pile.”

EACH TURN: A player can
give his active Pokémon additional
energy by sliding one energy card
underneath. He can rotate another
Pokémon into the playing field and
retire the current, wounded or
weaker one to an on-deck position,
or use a “trainer” card to repair
damage. Or, if he has another card

with a next stage version of his
Pokémon, he can “evolve” it into a
more powerful character. Each turn
ends with the Pokémon attacking
his opponent — which is where
you hear such distinctive lines as
“Chatot attack Piplup with Tone
Deaf!” A Pokémon is knocked out
when the attacks sap all his
strength. The victor then draws a
card from the “prize stack.”

WINNING: Knock out all your
opponent’s available Pokémon,
force him to run out of cards, or
collect all six of your prize cards to
win the game.

DAN ROSEN-
STRAUCH/CONTRA
COSTA T IMES/MCT


