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Craddick throws in the towel

By APRIL CASTRO
and JAY ROOT
Associated Press Writers

AUSTIN — Texas House
Speaker Tom Craddick, the
longest serving Republican
in state elective office, has
given up his hard-fought bid
for a fourth term.

Craddick aides
and allies said
the Midland oil-
| man, the first Re-
| publican to lead
the House since

among his fellow members to
remain in the powerful job.
“I talked to the speaker. He
has dropped his candidacy
and released his pledges,”
Rep. Will Hartnett, a long-

paigning for another term as
the presiding officer over the
150-member chamber, but his
dwindling support became
insurmountable as Rep. Joe
Straus, a relative newcomer

Straus, R-San Antonio, re-
leased a list of 85 pledges of
support, more than enough to
win the election on Jan. 13.
“It is time for a new tone and
an atmosphere of trust in the
Texas House of Representa-
tives,” Straus said, upon an-

the Civil War era, time Craddick supporter, to the political arena, gained
- told his support- said Sunday. “Hejustdecided strength.
Craddick ers that he did not it was getting too tight.” Shortly before word of Crad-

have enough votes  Craddick had been cam- dick’s surrender

spread,

See SPEAKER, Page 3

Copter

crashes
Eight people
killed, one hurt

HOUMA, La. (AP) — Federal
officials were en route to find
out why a helicopter bound for
an offshore oil platform crashed
in Louisiana’s marshlands, kill-
ing eight and critically injuring
another.

The helicopter, operated by
PHI Inc., crashed shortly after
taking off Sunday afternoon
from the company’s base in
Amelia, said Richard Rovinelli,
a spokesman for the company.

The cause of the crash, which
happened about 100 miles south-
west of New Orleans, isn’t clear.
Rovinelli did not know the type
of helicopter or its exact desti-
nation.

He said the helicopter was car-
rying two pilots and seven pas-
sengers. Identities of the victims
have not yet been released.

The National Transportation
Safety Board has been advised
of the crash and investigators
were expected to arrive Mon-
day, Rovinelli said.

Petty Officer Jaclyn Young

See CRASH, Page 3
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HERALD photo/Steve Reagan
Four-year-old Sky Murley eyes some desserts during the Eagle Lodge’s seventh
annual chili cookoff Saturday. Money raised at the event went to the West
Texas Centers for MHMR Children in Need fund.

Few leads
on Kids
Zone fire

Officials hope
$11,000 reward will
prompt information

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Investigators looking into the
Dec. 9 arson attack on Kids Zone in
Comanche Trail Park say the trail
may be growing colder, but efforts
to catch the person or persons re-
sponsible are still running at full
force.

“The more time that elapses, the
less likely we are to be able to solve
the case,” said Sgt. Tony Everett,
public information officer for the
Big Spring Police Department.
“That’s true of all criminal in-
vestigations. However, we’re still
getting a few tips here and there
through Crimestoppers, and we’ll
continue to follow up on each and
every one of them until this case is
solved.”

The fire — which ripped through
the southwest portion of the chil-
dren’s playground — caused be-
tween $25,000 and $50,000 in dam-
ages, according to city officials.

See REWARD, Page 3

Diplomats converge on Israel

Hamas’ strongman urged Palestinians
to “crush” the invading Israeli forces
and target Israeli civilians.

After a weeklong
air offensive, Israeli
ground troops invad-
ed Gaza late Satur-
day. The Israelis have
seized amain highway
in Gaza, slicing the
territory in half. Israe-
1i forces also pounded
houses, mosques and
smuggling tunnels
on Monday as they
pressed forward with
the offensive.

The Israeli army said
“dozens” of militants
have been killed or

By IBRAHIM BARZAK
and AMY TEIBEL
Associated Press Writers

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Israel con-
solidated its hold on parts of the Gaza
Strip on Monday, seizing high-rise
buildings on the outskirts of the terri-
tory’s biggest city as a stream of world
leaders headed for the region to press
for a truce. At least seven Palestinian
children were Kkilled, adding to the
growing toll of civilian deaths that has
caused international outrage.

As the bruising campaign against Ga-
za’s Hamas rulers entered its 10th day,
the Islamic militant group continued to
pummel southern Israel with rockets.

Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak
said the offensive would continue until

Israel achieved “peace and tranquility”  ounded.

for residents of southern Israel. Mili- Gaza health of
tants, defying the attacks, fired more feials reported
than two dozen rockets by midday, and 537 Palestinian

Subscribe Today
Call 432-263-7331 www.igspringherald.com

dead

and nearly 2,000 wound-

See ISRAEL, Page 3

Associated Press photo

Israeli soldiers peer out of their tank as they move to-
wards the Gaza Strip from southern Israel early Monday.
Israeli forces pounded Gaza Strip houses, mosques and
tunnels from the air, land and sea as they consolidated
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Obituaries

Nieves P. Galvan

Nieves P. Galvan, long time resident of Big Spring
passed away Jan. 1, 2009, in Edinburg.

Mr. Galvan was employed as a fireman for Webb
Air Force Base until its closing. Mr. Galvan moved
to Big Spring in 1960 and was transferred to Corpus
Christi in 1978.

Mr. Galvan was born Aug. 5, 1925, and was a
veteran of World War II.

He is survived by his wife Eloise (Mague) and nine
children, Reynaldo, Armando, Norma, Juanita,
Delia, Bo, Bobby, Mimi and Marylou.

They were members of the St. Thomas Catholic
Church.

Burial will be at the Rio Grande Valley Veterans
Cemetery in Mission on Jan. 6, 2009.

Funeral arrangement are under the direction of
Memorial Funeral Home in Edinburg. Comments
and or respects can be sent to memfuneral@aol.
com

Raul Rios-Rios

Raul Rios-Rios, 78, of Big Spring died Sunday,
Jan. 4, 2009, in a local hospital. His services are
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home
& Crematory of Big Spring.

Beulah May Wilkinson

Beulah May Wilkinson, 86, of Big Spring died
Monday, Jan. 5, 2009, in a local hospital. Her
services are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch
Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

Take Note

e The Howard County Master Gardeners will
begin its spring class with an orientation at 5:30
p.m. Tuesday in the Howard County Library base-
ment.

Registration is $75. Classes will be held at 5:30
p.m. each Tuesday though May. Learn about plants,
gardening skills, pruning, pest management, land-
scape and design. Call Katie Grigg at (432) 661-4707
for more information.

e The purpose of life is a life of purpose. Join
Nurses’ Hospice of Big Spring Volunteer program
today.

We request potential volunteers not to volunteer
for one year after a significant loss. Come by 1008 E.
Third St. or call (432)517-4073.

e The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for
the best interest of abused and neglect children in
court in an effort to find each child a safe, nurtur-
ing and permanent home. CASA currently has 10
active volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of
Howard County in foster care.

A class is forming in Howard County and 20 vol-
unteers are needed. For more information on
becoming a CASA volunteer, please contact Robyn
LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

e The Big Spring Salvation Army will be conduct-
ing free blood pressure and glucose screenings Dec.
31 from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. at the Army’s Corps
Building, located at 811 W. Fifth St. The screenings
are being sponsored by In-Home Care. For more
information, contact the Salvation Army at 267-
8239.

e West Texas Opportunities Inc., through a Job
Access Reverse Commute project with the Texas
Department of Transportation offers transporta-
tion to employment in Midland, on a limited sched-
ule, Monday through Friday each week. This fixed
route currently leaves Big Spring at 7 a.m. and
makes a stop at the EZ Rider bus connection in
downtown Midland. The route leaves Midland for
the return to Big spring at 4:15 p.m. As a promo-
tional introduction, no fare is charged. Beginning
April 1, the daily fare will be from $3 to $8, round-
trip, depending on the number of passengers using
the service. For more information, call Victor
Enriquez, JARC coordinator, at West Texas
Opportunities, (800) 245-9028.

e The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded
West Texas Opportunities Inc. $130,000 through the
Texas Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment
fund. WTO will assist current and former military
personnel serving in Iraq or Afghanistan and their
families. Funding will serve Howard, Martin,
Andrews, Borden, Dawson, Ector, Fisher, Gaines,
Glasscock, Midland, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry and
Upton counties. For more information, contact
Diana Martinez or Debbie Wilson at 110 Johnson in
Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.

¢ Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s Relay for
Life team is selling cookbooks to raise funds for the
American Cancer Society.The cookbooks can be
purchased at the PBX operator’s booth for $10
apiece. For more information, contact Beverly

Grant at 268-4952.
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Police

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7
a.m. today:

« EARNEST CLARK, 68, transient, was arrested
Sunday on a charge of criminal trespass.

* MARTIN RAMIREZ, 18, of 1601 Stadium, was
arrested Sunday on charges of assault of a public
servant and resisting arrest.

* DANIELLE OVERTON, 22, of 1202 Alabama,
was arrested Sunday on charges of no driver’s
license and failure to maintain financial
responsibility.

« LONNELL LOTT, 48, of 2911 W. Highway
80, was arrested Monday on a charge of public
intoxication.

e UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE
was reported in the 700 block of 15% Street.

* RESISTING ARREST, SEARCH OR
TRANSPORTATION was reported in the 500 block
of Goliad.

* POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA - TWO
OUNCES OR LESS was reported in the 100 block of
Airbase Road.

« FORGERY was reported in the 500 block of
Lamesa.

* ASSAULT OF A PUBLIC SERVANT was
reported in the 400 block of Fourth Street.

* ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was
reported:

- in the 2300 block of Marshall.
- inthe 2900 block of W. Highway 80.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 61 inmates at the time of this
report.

« MILO JOEL ROMERO, 17, was transferred to
the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of
failure to identify — giving false information.

« FREDDY CANO RODRIGUEZ JR., 21, was
arrested Friday by the HCSO on a motion to
revoke probation for resisting arrest, search or
transportation.

« SAMMY FERRELL, 47, was transferred to the
county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of
theft.

* ANGIE DIANE SKAGGS, 40, was arrested
Saturday by DPS on a charge of driving while
intoxicated.

« FLAVIO SERRANO GARCIA, 23, was
arrested Saturday by the HCSO on a motion to
revoke probation for resisting arrest, search or
transportation.

« ARTHUR EARL JACKSON, 41, was transferred
to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a
charge of possession of marijuana — two ounces or
less.

« STEVEN ALVAREZ, 44, was transferred to the
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a motion to
revoke probation for driving while license invalid
and a charge of driving while license suspended/
invalid enhanced.

« ALBERT SMITH JR., 35, was transferred to the
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on charges of
evading arrest or detention and tampering with or
fabricating physical evidence.

« ROY DWIGHT BIDDLE III, 48, was arrested
Saturday by the HCSO on a charge of criminal
mischief.

» A.J. GRIFFITH, 76, was arrested Sunday on a
charge of possession of a prohibited weapon.

* BIANCA CHRISTINE RODRIGUEZ, 19, was
transferred to the county jail Sunday by the
BSPD on charges of resisting arrest, search or
transportation and assault of a public servant.

« EDWIN WARE, 76, was transferred to the
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of
driving while intoxicated.

* CARLOS OVALLE, 41, was transferred to the
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of
criminal trespass.

Support Groups

TUESDAY

 Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the
First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are
welcome. For more information, contact Sherry
Hodne3tt at 264-7599.

*The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St. Tuesday, Teen Challenge will be held at
The Path. They will present a Rally for Jesus.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

* Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.
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Bulletin Board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, con-
tact the Herald news room at 263-7331 or
email editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

» Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 begins
at 5 p.m. with weigh-in at the First Christian
Church at 10th and Goliad for weigh-in. The
meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. Call 213-1342 or 263-
6819.

 Evening Lions Club meets at 6:45 p.m. at
Dragon China Buffet.

e Howard County ARCmeetsat806 E. Third inthe
Bingo Hall. Call 264-0674 for more information.

» The Big Spring Cruisers club meeting at 7 p.m.
in the Texas RV Park meeting room.

» Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m.
at 606 E. Third.

* Big Spring Chapter No. 178 meets at 7:30 p.m.
at 221 Main.

TUESDAY

* Coahoma Senior Citizen luncheon is set for 11
a.m. in the Coahoma Community Center.

» Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell
Lane.

e Alzheimer’s Association, the Greater West
Texas Chapter meets at 2 p.m. in the Howard
County Library conference room, 500 S. Main.

* VFW Post 2013 meets at 7 p.m. in the VFW Hall,
500 Driver Road.

e Gospel Singing in the Kentwood Activity
Center at 7 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

e The Howard County Sheriff’'s Posse meets
at 7 p.m. at the Sheriff’s Posse building on the
Andrews Highway. For more information, call
Bert Sheppard at 263-4483.

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of
Reynolds. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of
Dow. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRAUMA was reported in the 1300 block of
Mesa. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2500 block of
S. Gregg Street. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of W.
Fifth Street. Service refused.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of
Westover Road. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 4100 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 800 block of
0Old Colorado City Highway. One person was
transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block of
W. Highway 80. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of
Owens. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

* TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the
600 block of S. Main Street. Two people were
transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block of S.
Avenue. Service refused.

* GRASS FIRE was reported in the 1700 block of
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Fire fatalities confirmed at homeless shelter
PARIS, Texas (AP) — The fire chief in Northeast Texas town
of Paris says more than one person was killed at a fire at a

CRASH

Continued from Page 1

said the Coast Guard assist-
ed Terrebonne Parish sher-
iff’s deputies in recovering
the dead and rescuing the
unidentified survivor from
the marshy Bayou Penchant
area. A sheriff’s office
spokesman did not return a
phone call seeking comment
early Monday morning.

Young said the survivor
was being transported to
an Ochsner Medical facility
in suburban New Orleans.
Young said the person was
in critical condition.

Lafayette-based PHI is a
primary provider of heli-
copter services to oil and
gas platforms that dot the
coast of Louisiana. It also
flies medical helicopters.

Workerstypicallyareflown
to and from their worksites
from coastal flight bases.

In June, a PHI Air Medical
helicopter crashed in Texas,
killing four. The accident in
the Sam Houston National
Forest killed the pilot, para-
medic, nurse and a patient
who was being transported
from Huntsville to Houston.

That crew agreed to trans-
port the patient after an-
other helicopter company
abandoned the mission say-
ing that cloud cover was too
low, making visibility poor
in the early morning dark-
ness.

SPEAKER

Continued from Page 1

nouncing that he had secured enough support to win the
race. “Having received the commitment of a strong major-
ity of my colleagues, it is my goal to restore civility, fair-
ness and transparency to the House of Representatives and
its public-policy making process.”

Republicans hold a 76-74 majority in the House. The nar-
row partisan split and divided GOP loyalties mean House
Democrats will play a decisive role. All but four House

Democrats endorsed Straus.

Most Republicans threw their support behind veteran
Amarillo Republican Rep. John Smithee, who entered the

race Sunday.

“We're going to need a little bit of help from a higher
power and that’s where we’re looking,” Smithee said after
members of the Republican caucus meeting Sunday night

voted to support him.

Hartnett, who said he would be supporting Smithee, said
Straus is inexperienced and “virtually unknown in the

House.”

“Smithee is known — he’s known, trusted and respected
and I think everyone in the House would feel comfortable
with him as speaker,” said Hartnett, R-Dallas. “Obviously,
it’s a horserace right now but Smithee is very popular.”

Craddick’s allies said he also endorsed Smithee.

Hartnett told reporters he thought Craddick would return
to the chamber as a rank-and-file member and serve out his

two-year term.

At a downtown Austin steakhouse, where Craddick ad-
dressed the House Republican caucus, Craddick rushed
through a throng of reporters to get into the restaurant.

Republican Rep. Leo Berman, of Tyler, said the caucus
members were not deterred by Straus’ hefty list of support-
ers. He said they would start calling them to bring them to
their side. Berman said he wasn’t worried that they were
already pledged to Straus because he said they had previ-
ously been pledged to Craddick.

He said Straus didn’t stand for Republican values.

Craddick has been a lightning rod of controversy in Aus-
tin. He famously faced down a rebellion at the end of the
2007 session after replacing his rules advisers and claiming
“absolute” authority to brush aside challenges to his rule.

homeless shelter.

Fire Chief Ronnie Grooms confirmed the fatalities to The As-
sociated Press in the fire early Monday morning, but he would
not say how many. He said that they got the alarm at about 3
a.m. He said the shelter is run by a nonprofit faith-based orga-

nization.

The Paris News reports that the American Red Cross has
moved about 26 people to an emergency shelter at the First
United Methodist Church of Paris.

A firewall confined damage to the southern part of the build-
ing, a brick structure near downtown that was formerly a busi-

ness.

Police standoff ends at Georgia motel
MADISON, Ga. (AP) — A standoff is over at a Georgia motel
where a former police officer had been holding an infant and

two other people hostage.

An FBI spokesman said 25-year-old David Dietz surrendered
at about 9:15 a.m. Monday after the overnight standoff about 60

miles east of Atlanta.

An officer wearing body armor came out of the motel and put
the infant into an ambulance. Dietz was taken away moments

later.

Authorities say Dietz kidnapped the infant and two women
on Saturday night in South Carolina.

It was not immediately clear where the other two hostages
were. Authorities said they were Dietz’ estranged wife, 29-year-
old Eva Arce-Perez, and 17-year-old Jamie Lynn Burgess.

Obama'’s girls enroll at private school
WASHINGTON (AP) — First things first: President-elect
Barack Obama’s two daughters have checked into their new

school in Washington.

Katie McCormick Lelyveld, a spokeswoman for Michelle
Obama, said that Michelle Obama accompanied daughters
Sasha, 7, and Malia, 10, to Sidwell Friends school Monday
morning. Sasha is attending classes at the Bethesda, Md., el-
ementary-school campus, where she is in second grade. Malia
is in fifth grade at the middle school campus in the District of

Columbia.

Sidwell is a private Quaker school.

REWARD

Continued from Page 1

And while public outrage
concerning the attack has
been rampant, Everett said
it’s simply a matter of moti-
vating anyone with informa-
tion on the crime to step for-
ward.

“Someone out there knows
what happened and who did
this,” said Everett sternly.
“Now it’s a simple matter of
whether or not they are will-
ing to step forward.”

According to Todd Darden,

assistant city manager for Big
Spring, if conscience doesn’t
motivate someone to turn in
the arsonists, cold, hard cash
just might do the trick.

“There’s the Crimestoppers
reward of up to $1,000 being
offered,” said Darden. “And,
on top of that, the city of Big
Spring and Howard County
have both put up rewards of
$5,000. So that’s $11,000 some-
one can put in their pocket
for information leading to the
arrest of those responsible. I
would think that’s quite a bit
of motivation.”

The Dec. 9 fire wasn’t the

first reports of vandalism to
come out of the park in De-
cember, as vandals — pos-
sibly the same ones who set
fire to Kids Zone — destroyed
the totem pole that has been
a part of the park since the
1950s.

Darden said efforts to assess
the damage caused by the fire
are under way, with repairs
to the facility on the horizon.

“We have to get with the
New York company that man-
ufactured the play equipment
that was destroyed and figure
out what it’s going to cost to
fix,” said Darden. “We also

have to work with the insur-
ance company to see what is
covered. We have a $25,000 de-
ductible, so no matter where
the estimates come out, we
know we're out at least that
much.

“Once we have all of that
done, we plan to hold a meet-
ing with the Parks Board to
decide how to proceed with
the repairs. We’ve received
several calls from volunteers
willing to help, which is very
encouraging. Now we just
have to get a plan in place.”

Anyone with information
regarding the fire or totem

pole — or any other acts of
vandalism — is asked to call
Big Spring Area Crimestop-
pers at 264-TIPS (8477). No
caller ID is ever used and in-
formants can remain anony-
mous.

Information can also be
left with the Fire Marshal’s
Office at 264-2305, or the Big
Spring Police Department at
264-2550.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232
or by e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

ISRAEL

Continued from Page 1

ed sincelIsraelembarked
upon the campaign on
Dec. 27. At least 200
civilians were among
the dead.

Israel has three main
demands: an end to Pal-
estinian attacks, inter-
national supervision of
any truce and a halt to
Hamas rearming.

Hamas demands a ces-
sation of Israeli attacks
and the opening of vital
Gaza-Israel cargo cross-
ings, Gaza’s main life-
line.

Israeli forces seized
sparsely populated ar-
eas in northern Gaza
and by Monday morn-
ing were dug in on the
edges of Gaza City. Fur-
ther movement into the
heart of the built-up ar-
eas would mean deadly
urban warfare, with
house-to-house fighting,
sniper fire and booby
traps in crowded streets
and alleyways familiar
to Hamas’ 20,000 fight-
ers.

Thirteen civilians died
in the various attacks
across Gaza on Mon-
day morning, said Gaza
health official Dr. Moai-
ya Hassanain.

Four young siblings
were killed in a missile
strike on a house east of

Gaza City. Three other
children died in a naval
shelling of a Gaza City
beach camp and three
adult civilians died
when a missile struck
near a house of mourn-
ing in the northern
town of Beit Lahiya, he
said. Three other adult
civilians died in attacks
elsewhere.

Israeli troops seized
three six-story buildings
on the outskirts of Gaza
City, taking up rooftop
positions after locking
residents in rooms and
taking away their cell
phones, a neighbor said,
quoting arelative in one
of the buildings before
his phone was taken
away.

“The army is there, fir-
ing in all directions,”
said Mohammed Sal-
mai, a 29-year-old truck
driver. “All we can do
is take clothes to each
other to keep ourselves
warm and pray to God
that if we die, someone
will find our bodies un-
der the rubble.”

Civilian casualties
have spiked since Israel
launched a ground offen-
sive Saturday, following
a week of punishing air
strikes. Of about 80 Pal-
estinians Killed during
the ground operation, at
least 70 were civilians,
Hassanain said.

If civilians are killed,
then Hamas is to blame
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because it operates
within civilian areas,
said an Israeli military
spokeswoman, Maj.
Avital Leibovich.

“If Hamas chose cyni-
cally to use those civil-
ians as human shields,
then Hamas should be
accountable,” she said.
“Civilians will probably
continue to get Killed,
unfortunately, because
Hamas put them in the
first lines of fire.”

Black smoke from tank
shells and wind-swept
dust billowed in the air
over Gaza City, while
white smoke from mor-
tar shells rose in plumes
above a main road lead-
ing to northern Gaza
that the Israeli military
seized on Sunday, cut-
ting off Gaza’s north
from its south. Explo-
sions could be heard in
Gaza City as aircraft at-
tacked buildings.

The streets of Gaza
City, home to 400,000
people, were almost
empty. Two children
crossing a street near
a Hamas security com-
pound didn’t bother to

look right and left for
cars but gazed up at the
sky, apparently look-
ing for attack aircraft.
The only vehicles on the
road were fire engines,
ambulances and press
cars.

Unmanned Israeli
planes and Apache he-
licopters circled over-
head.

“Hamas has sustained
a very harsh blow,” Ba-
rak told parliament’s
foreign affairs and de-
fense committee. “But
we still haven’t reached
our objectives, so the of-
fensive continues.”

Hamas leaders went
into hiding before the Is-
raeli military strike be-
gan and only on rare oc-
casions have addressed
the Gaza residents in
broadcasts from their
hideouts.

On Monday, the mas-
termind of Hamas’
takeover of Gaza, Mah-
moud Zahar, exhorted
Palestinians to “crush”
Israeli forces and to tar-
get Israeli civilians.

“The Zionists have le-
gitimized the Kkilling of

their children by killing
our children. They have
legitimized the KkKilling
of their people all over
the world by killing our
people,” Zahar said in a
grainy video broadcast
on Hamas TV. “Crush
your enemy,” he urged.
Hamas security said Is-
raeli aircraft struck two
mosques in central and
northern Gaza, while
ground troops battled
with militants armed
with mortar shells,
grenades and anti-tank
missiles in the area be-
tween Gaza City, Gaza’s
largest urban area, and
Jebaliya to the north.
The ground clashes
took place in open areas
militants use to launch
rockets and mortars at
nearby Israeli commu-
nities, but did not ad-
vance into urban areas

where casualties are li-
able to swell.

The Israeli military
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Rey Castaneda, Sr., 49,
died Friday. Funeral
Mass was at 11 a.m.
Monday at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church with
burial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park.

ANNOUNCING
ESCORTED TOURS DEPARTING
- BIG SPRING -

Dragon China Buffet

Fm - — -
1 |
268-8888

1300 Gregg

|
$1.00 '
n Off Per Adult |
-500ff Per Child |
|

|

|

Up to 10 People
(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 05/03/09

Big Spring Travel Show

Thursday, January 8

7265

SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.

SINCE 1954

www.swalpc.com
mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator
432.263.0441  432.267.8190 fax

mm@swaqlpc.com email

2:00 PM
Dora Roberts Com. Center
Comanche Trail Park
100 Whipkey Drive

Join Bilbrey Tours in making your travel
dreams come true.

Mississippi Qulf Coast, National Parks,
Spring Mystery, Oregon, Colorado,
Branson, Ruidoso, Dakotas,
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta, Niagara Falls
Foliage, Washington DC, etc.

You may be the winner of one
of many door prizes!

BILBREY EgURS

3262 South 27th Street
_ABA)

Abilene, Texas 79605 —_
) 325.692-1308 * 1-888-692-1308 & NTA

www.bilbreytours.com 15286




4

OPINION

Bic SPRING HERALD
Monday, January 5, 2009

EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.
Ron Midkiff

Publisher

Bill McClellan
News Editor

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

OTHER VIEWS

The really sad
economic saga
of Bernie Madoff

nvestors ranging from wealthy individu-

als to charities were once mad about Wall

Street money manager Bernard Madoff,

mad as in crazy about the guy because of
the stellar investment returns he produced for
them.

Those investors continue to be mad about
Madoff but it’s now a far different mad, as in
angry and resentful.

As astonished Americans learn of the enor-
mous damage wrought by the $50 billion Ponzi
scheme that prosecutors say was perpetrated
by Madoff, timeless aphorisms come to mind.
They might be clichés, but that doesn’t make
them any less worthy in terms of lessons
learned and relearned.

If it sounds too good to be true, it probably
is. Investors enticed by the lure of exception-
al double-digit returns year after year from
Madoff s firm ignored this adage at their peril.

Don’t put all your eggs in one basket. Some
investors and longstanding charitable and hu-
manitarian organizations entrusted virtually
all their money to Madoff, rather than spread-
ing the risk.

Don’t leave the fox to guard the henhouse.
While America wisely has shown faith in a
capitalistic economic system and vigorous fi-
nancial markets, effective government regula-
tion is nevertheless needed to avert chicanery
and fraud. Not everybody is honest, as victims
in the Madoff debacle cited by The Associated
Press as “the biggest financial scam of all time”
now know oh so well.

Laxity in government regulation contributed
mightily to the housing bubble and ensuing
bust that played a huge role in triggering and
perpetuating the severe economic recession we
are in. As the Madoff scandal unfolds, The New
York Times reported this past week that fed-
eral prosecutions for fraudulent stock schemes
have greatly diminished compared to the 2000-
02 period, in part because of staff cutbacks at
the Securities and Exchange Commission and
a shift in resources at the FBI toward combat-
ing terrorism.

Sadly, the Madoff mess is making headlines
just as many charitable and humanitarian or-
ganizations are hoping to benefit from year-end
donations from contributors who want both to
do good and secure year-end tax breaks.

Perhaps the first question many potential giv-
ers will ask charities is, “Have you all put any
of your money with Bernard Madoff?”

Organizations that can honestly answer “No”
are much more likely to have a truly happy
new year in 2009.

THE STAR-TELEGRAM
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LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

+ Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

+ Sign your letter.

+ Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a
street address for verification purposes.

+ We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter
per 30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-
phone number or address will not be considered.

+ Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring
Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson

Dear Lord, You clear out all the cobwebs in
our soul. Thank You.
Amen

Big Brother/Backseat driver

or lo these many years,

the Democratic motor-

cade class has scolded

American workers for
driving gas-guzzling cars. Now
that Americans have begun driv-
ing more fuel-efficient cars and
driving less, how
have the finger-
waggers reacted?
No, they are not
planning a parade
— they already
are working on a
new tax on miles
driven to make up
for lost gasoline-
tax revenue.

With the help
of a six-year, $2.1
million federal
grant, Oregon Gov.
Ted Kulongoski is
moving forward with a proposal
to tax Oregon drivers for the
miles they drive. “As Orego-
nians drive less and demand
more fuel-efficient vehicles, it
is increasingly important that
the state find a new way, other
than the gas tax, to finance our
transportation system,” Kulon-
goski told the Albany Democrat
Herald.

Why not simply raise the gas
tax so that Hummer owners con-
tinue to pay more than drivers of
four-cylinder put-puts?

“It’s very difficult to raise the
gas tax when the price of gaso-
line is so volatile,” answered
James Whitty, Kulongoski’s
point man on the Oregon Mile-
age Fee Concept. (In lieu of the
term “concept,” many Orego-
nians might prefer to substitute
the word “squeeze.”) Politically,
Whitty explained, raising taxes
has been untenable in Oregon
and on Capitol Hill since 1993.

In November 2007, a task force
released the findings of the Road
User Fee Pilot Program. Guess
what: It found that a road tax has

DEeBRrA
SAUNDERS

more advantages than disadvan-
tages. In that self-congratulatory
tone perfected by bureaucrats
who have succeeded in find-

ing what they always planned
on finding, Whitty noted in the
report, “The Oregon Department
of Transportation concludes
that the Oregon Road User Fee
Pilot Program tested the critical
elements of the Oregon Mileage
Concept and yielded the result —
Concept Proven.”

Not so fast, buckaroo.

If the goal of the green brain
trust is to reduce gas consump-
tion, then Oregon shouldn’t
dump a tax that punishes guz-
zling and replace it with a tax
that dings Hummers and hy-
brids alike. (Whitty noted that
the state could choose to charge
gas-burning wheels more per
mile than itty-bitty cars. Hello.
That’s what the gasoline tax
already does.)

Whitty believes that the state
should prepare for the day when
100-mpg vehicles and electric
cars dominate the road.

Oregon, he noted, boasts the
country’s highest ratio of hybrid
cars — 30,000 out of 3.8 million
vehicles. With oil trading below
$50 per barrel, there would be
less incentive to buy a hybrid —
yet the green trust is busy work-
ing on another reason to not buy
a hybrid. Some critics have pri-
vacy issues with under-the-hood
transponders that could track
where a car travels. No wor-
ries, the 2007 paper asserts the
Oregon plan “protects privacy.
Places driven cannot be revealed
nor are they stored.”

Maybe the pilot program was
set up that way. But Whitty told
me the transponders are sup-
posed to track out-of-state driv-
ing. And down here, where I get
aregular bill with the dates and
times for when I paid to cross
the Bay Bridge, it’s hard to imag-

ine that after built-in transpon-
ders are standard in every new
auto, nanny state governments
won’t come up with a menu of
behaviors beyond driving too
much — as in, driving in cities,
driving during rush hour — to
enable states to levy extra taxes.

Follow the money and the red
flag. The road-tax report gushes
about how mileage transponders
can be used to implement “con-
gestion pricing” — by adding
fees for driving in urban areas
or during rush hour. Think the
London program that charges
motorists $15 per day to drive in
the central city. Our Betters in
Europe like it — so of course, Da-
vos-happy solons from American
cities (San Francisco, New York)
want their subjects to support
this pricey trend.

Robert Poole, director of trans-
portation studies at the Reason
Foundation, thinks a congestion
tax makes sense for London
and “probably makes sense for
Manhattan.” But: “There’s not
enough congestion on the streets
of San Francisco to make conges-
tion pricing a solution to a real
problem. It’s a solution looking
for a problem.”

My big fear isn’t being tailed
by a black helicopter on my way
to the grocery store. My fear is
that that enviro do-gooders will
use this unnecessary road tax
to devise new busybody regula-
tions just to keep me out of my
car — when gridlock, the cost
and stress already serve as disin-
centives.

My fear is that my tax dol-
lars will be used to bankroll a
scheme to punish me for using
roads my tax dollars already
paid for, because some day I
might own an electric car.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.
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Family farmers demand change

s President-elect Ba-

rack Obama confronts

the current economic

crisis, in the shadows
lurks an issue that demands
equal attention, despite it’s low
profile during the campaign:
agriculture. As an
African-American
farmer from Mis-
sissippi, I am hope- §
ful that our next
president will also
recognize we can-
not afford business
as usual when it
comes to the sub-
ject of our broken
food system.

The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agricul-
ture, while origi-
nally known as the
“People’s Department” under
President Lincoln, has in recent
decades been controlled by the
voices of the corporate com-
modity groups and agribusiness
interests. Those monied inter-
ests have continually stomped
on the concerns of family farm-
ers and consumers. As a result,
our current disastrous model of
industrial agriculture pushes for
bigger factory farms, more ge-
netically-modified monoculture
crops, and more “globalization”
and free trade that emphasizes
export-driven growth and allows
for cheap imports to displace
American farmers. Americans
now must deal with poisonous
Chinese imports in our pet food
and dairy products, a flood of
e.coli outbreaks in our meat
and spinach, salmonella-tainted
tomatoes from Mexico and con-
taminated water supplies due to
factory farm pollution.

A new food and farm move-
ment uniting family farmers,
consumers, environmentalists,
public health advocates and
others has blossomed in recent
years, backed by scientific
research. A landmark study

BURKETT

released in April 2008 by the
International Assessment of Ag-
ricultural Knowledge, Science
and Technology for Develop-
ment (IAASTD) concluded that
industrial agriculture practices
were posing a dire threat to
water, energy and climate secu-
rity. It also noted that continued
pushes for trade liberalization
and export-model growth had
deepened poverty and inequal-
ity in the developing world. The
report says governments must
go beyond simply advocating
for more biotechnology and free
trade as solutions to feeding
our planet. Meanwhile, the Pew
Forum and Union of Concerned
Scientists have also released
reports documenting the severe
ecological, economic and public
health threats from the growth
in factory farm practices in ru-
ral communities.

We are hopeful that new Sec-
retary of Agriculture Governor
Tom Vilsack will be a forceful
advocate on President-elect
Obama’s promises for change.
We sorely need reform in our ag-
riculture policies, including an-
ticompetitive behavior against
family farmers by agribusiness,
the regulation of industrial
livestock operations, rebuilding
local and regional food systems
and a new direction in our trade
policy. The Commodity Futures
Trading Commission’s recent
$12 million fine of Dairy Farm-
ers of America for price manipu-
lation shows we also urgently
need a USDA and Department
of Justice committed to fair and
competitive markets that enable
family farmers to make a living.
While many corporate livestock
groups are hoping for decreased
environmental regulations,
family farmers believe we need
more sustainable practices to
preserve our rural communities
and protect water and air qual-
ity.

We also hope, given the cur-

rent volatility in commodity
prices that has impacted both
farmers and consumers, that the
Obama-Biden Administration
looks into establishing Strate-
gic Grain Reserves. Ever since
they were eliminated under

the 1996 Farm Bill, we now find
ourselves dependent on specula-
tive global markets for our food
security. Just as deregulation of
our financial markets has been a
disaster for our economy, so has
deregulation of our food supply
imperiled seriously our ability
to address food shortages in case
of weather or other catastrophes.

We look forward to working
with the new Administration to
implement important victories
in the 2008 farm bill, includ-
ing the diversity initiative to
broaden access to all USDA
programs to minority farmers
and beginning farmers. We urge
swift implementation by USDA
to promote efforts to ensure that
schools and institutions are
purchasing from and support-
ing local farmers and providing
healthier food whenever pos-
sible.

The time is now to rethink our
food systems and begin rebuild-
ing them towards sustainable,
localized models predicated on
the principles of food sover-
eignty. We must abandon the
WTO model of “free trade” for
agriculture that only pushes for
globalized markets and exports
that destroy rural communities
and the environment. We be-
lieve Obama’s promises for real
change offers us much hope and
possibility for the next USDA
Secretary.

Ben Burkett is the president of
the National Family Farm Coali-
tion and a Mississippi farmer.
The National Family Farm
Coalition (NFFC) was founded
in 1986 to serve as a national link

for grassroots organizations
working on family farm issues.
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Coahoma boys, girls fall in 2009 openers

Herald Staff Report

PLAINS — It wasn’t a joyous start
to 2009 for the Coahoma Bulldogs as
they fell to Plains Friday, 63-53.

The Bulldogs were led by Isaac
Garcia who scored 12 points, while
Cody Sheppard chipped in 11.

The Bulldogs trailed by just 1 point
at intermission, but Plains came out
of the locker room in the second half
with a hot hand.

The Eagles outscored Coahoma 19-7
in the frame.

The Bulldogs attempted to put forth
a rally, scoring 20 in the final stanza.

Unfortunately, they couldn’t keep
Plains off the scoreboard as the Eagles
still managed a 10-point victory.

The Bulldogs (16-3) host Hamlin at
6:30 p.m. Tuesday.

Coahoma 1 15 7 20-53

Plains 12 15 19 17—63
Coahoma leading scorers: Isaac Garcia 12,

Cody Sheppard 11.

Abilene Cooper 48,
Bulldogettes 40

ABILENE — The Lady Cougars out-
scored Coahoma 7-2 in the final 1:26
Saturday for an 8-point victory.

Berkley Iden led Coahoma with 14
points, while Alex Moore and Kylie
Gee had eight apiece.

Cooper took a 5-4 lead with 3:15 left
to play in the first period and never
trailed again. Still Coahoma kept the
contest close, trailing 21-20 at the
break courtesy of some impressive
free throw shooting.

The Bulldogettes connected on just
two field goals in the second period,
but hit 9 of 14 free throws in the
frame.

They weren’t as fortunate in the
second half and didn’t go to the foul
line a single time in the third and

fourth periods.

Cooper led by as much at 10 points,
jumping out to a 40-30 advantage with
3:54 to play, but Coahoma made one
final run at an upset.

Using a full court press, Coahoma
cut the deficit to 41-38 with 1:38 to
play.

That’s as close as the Bulldogettes
would get, though, as Cooper out-
scored them 7-2 from that point.

The Bulldogettes begin District 7-2A
play Friday, playing host to Jim Ned,
which is ranked sixth in the Class 2A
state poll.

UT, OSU ready
for Fiesta Bowl

By ANDREW BAGNATO
AP College Football Writer

GLENDALE, Ariz. —
Texas coach Mack Brown
has a theory about bowl
games.

“If the teams are fairly
even, the team that wants
to be there the most and
has the edge and is more
motivated usually wins,”
Brown said.

If third-ranked Texas
had a choice, it would be
in Miami preparing to face
Florida for the BCS title.
But the Longhorns still
have plenty of motivation
against No. 10 Ohio State
in the Fiesta Bowl on
Monday night.

Snubbed in their bid for
a slot in the Bowl
Championship Series title
game, the Longhorns (11-1)
will try to take their frus-
trations out on the
Buckeyes (10-2), who have
made their fifth bowl trip
to Arizona since 2002.

“Really, what’s going
through our minds is,
‘Let’s just put on a show,
basically,”” Texas defen-
sive end Brian Orakpo
said.

The Longhorns finished

in a three-way tie atop the
rugged Big 12 South and
thought their 10-point vic-
tory over Oklahoma should
have put them in the Big
12titlegame.ButOklahoma
was declared the division
winner on a BCS stand-
ings tiebreaker, and the
Sooners ripped Missouri
in the Big 12 playoff to earn
a trip to the national title
game.

The Longhorns still have
a shot at a national title,
but it’s slender.

Either Oklahoma or
Florida will claim the BCS
national title. But the 65
pollsters who vote in The
Associated Press Top 25
are free to select the
Longhorns No. 1.

Six AP voters have the
Longhorns atop their bal-
lots, and that number
could swell if the top-
ranked Gators lose and
their 50 first-place votes go
up for grabs. Some voters
might choose Texas
because it beat Oklahoma.

It’s a long shot, but it’s
the only shot Texas has.
The Longhorns will have
no shot if they don’t take

See FIESTA, Page 6

AP photo/Chris Carlson

Ohio State coach Jim Tressel, left, and Texas coach Mack Brown pose for a picture after a news
conference in Scottsdale, Ariz., Sunday. Texas will face Ohio State in the Fiesta Bowl at 7 p.m.

Eagles, Ravens fly to wild card victories

-
S

the Vikings in a 26-14 win.

AP photo/Ann Heisenfelt
Minnesota Vikings quarterback Tarvaris Jackson (7) takes a hit from Philadelphia
Eagles linebacker Akeem Jordan, left, after releasing the ball during the fourth
quarter of an NFL playoff game in Minneapolis on Sunday. The Eagles roughed up

By DAVE CAMPBELL

AP Sports Writer

ons.

terback who won’t be rattled.

win Sunday.

superstar
Donovan,” Westbrook said.

didn’t capitalize.

Vikings fans feared.

MINNEAPOLIS — Perhaps a
thousand Eagles fans surrounded
the opening to the Metrodome tun-
nel as the victorious visitors
jogged past, cheering their van-
quish of the Vikings and tossing a
derogatory chant toward the
defending Super Bowl champi-

The Giants are next, but | Eaglesat Giants, noon
Philadelphia — after getting hot
just in time to make the playoffs
— is bringing some sizzle to the
second round along with a quar-

Brian Westbrook caught a short
pass from Donovan McNabb out of
the backfield and zigzagged for a
devastating 71-yard touchdown
midway through the fourth quar-
ter, and the Eagles spoiled
Minnesota’s first home playoff
game in eight years with a 26-14

“That’s what you expect from a
quarterback like

Above the deafening din under
the dome, McNabb stayed poised,
sidestepped the rush and went
23-for-34 for 300 yards. He commit-
ted two turnovers, but the Vikings

After taking a nine-point lead on
Westbrook’s score, the Eagles
fired up their vaunted blitz and
overwhelmed Tarvaris Jackson to
raise further questions about the
ability of Minnesota’s raw quar-
terback to become a successful
starter. Asante Samuel’s 44-yard
interception return of Jackson’s
errant pass in the second quarter
set a tone for the kind of game

NFL playoff
schedule

Saturday
Ravens at Titans, 3:30 p.m.

Cardinals at Panthers, 7:15 p.m.

Sunday

Chargers at Steelers, 3:45 p.m.

“You know, this game sticks with
you,” coach Brad Childress said.
“You hate to serve up seven points.
You have to take that out of your
repertoire.”

Coach Andy Reid improved his
playoff record to 9-6, including at
least one win each time the Eagles
have qualified in his 10 years. He
bested his buddy and former offen-
sive coordinator Childress in this
one, and they held an extended
conversation on the field after the
game. Reid is 5-0 against the
Vikings, including two playoff vic-
tories.

Infact, the Eagles beat Minnesota
in the postseason during both of
their previous Super Bowl appear-
ances. They’ll face the top-seeded
Giants next Sunday in New Jersey,
with plenty of confidence they can
repeat their 20-14 victory on Dec. 7.
Arizona visits Carolina on
Saturday in the other NFC semifi-
nal.

“I think we’re dangerous,”
Samuel said. “We’ve just got to see
how it plays out.”

See NFL, Page 6
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sudoku

Fill im the grid so that every row, every column
and every ix3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats, That means no number is repested
in any row, column or box,

4 |8
4 6 8 5

1|7
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FIESTA

Continued from Page 5

care of the Buckeyes.

“l don’t know what needs to
happen,” Texas tailback Chris
Ogbonnaya said. “Right now, our
focus is Ohio State and really
that is all that matters. We can’t
talk about being in the national
championship picture without
having a victory against them.”

The Buckeyes haven’t been in
the national title discussion since
a 35-3 walloping at USC on Sept.
13. But the Big Ten co-champs
say they have plenty of motiva-
tion, and, like Texas, it springs
from a bad experience in the
BCS.

After absorbing lopsided losses
to Florida and LSU in the last two
BCS title games, the Buckeyes
have grown tired of hearing that
they are a product of a soft con-
ference and don’t belong among
the national elite.

“It would be nice to win that
big game,” linebacker James
Laurinaitis said. “We will be
remembered about how this

fact.”

Ohio State coach Jim Tressel
brushed aside suggestions that
the Buckeyes might be bored by
another trip to Arizona.

“It wasn’t real hard for our
guys to be excited when they
were named to come to the Fiesta
Bowl,” he said. “And then they
get to know it will be against
Texas, who could be the best
team in the country. They want-
ed to go to work.”

Questions about motivation
aside, the Fiesta Bowl presents
an interesting clash of confer-
ence styles. It pits the freewheel-
ing Big 12, where tackling often
seems optional, against the staid,
conservative Big Ten.

With Heisman Trophy runner-
up Colt McCoy directing the
attack, the Longhorns average
43.9 points per game. That was
fifth in the nation — but only
third in the loony Big 12 South,
where Oklahoma scores a nation-
al-best 54 points per game and
Texas Tech averages 44.5 points,
fourth in the country.

McCoy has completed 77.6 per-
cent of his passes for 3,445 yards
and 32 touchdowns, and he has

Games from
Dec. 26
through

J an‘ 8 Jonathan Hull Jeff Lane Robert Smith Troy Hyde Brandon Hallford Tim Larson Tim Knox
Fla. Atlantic vs. C. Michigan —GME— —EME— —C— —EM— —EM— —EM— —EM—
West Va. vs. North Carolina wvu wvu —UNEC— wvu WwVvu wvu wvu
Wisconsin vs. Florida State Florida St. Florida St. Florida St. Florida St. Florida St. Florida St. Florida St.
Miami, Fla. vs. Cal Cal Cal Cal —Mriarai— Cal Cal —Miara
Northern lllinois vs. La Tech —HF— —AHE— La. Tech La. Tech —NH— —AHF— —AHE—
NC State vs. Rutgers Rutgers Rutgers Rutgers NGState NE-State Rutgers Rutgers
Missouri vs. Northwestern Mizzou Mizzou Mizzou Mizzou Mizzou Mizzou Mizzou
Maryland vs. Nevada Nevada Nevada Nevada Maryland Maryland Nevada Maryland
Western Michigan vs. Rice Rice Rice Rice W-Mishigan Rice Rice Rice
Oklahoma State vs. Oregon Okiahorma St. Okiatomea St. Oktatome St. Oregon Oregon Oklahoma St. Oklaherma-St.
Houston vs. Air Force Houston Houston Houston AiForce AirFerce Houston Houston
Oregon State vs. Pitt Oregon St. Oregon St. —Fitt— —Pitt— Oregon St. —Pi— —Fitt—
Boston Coll. vs. Vanderbilt BC —Bec— —Bc— —B6— BC —B6— —B6—
Kansas vs. Minnesota Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas
LSU vs. Georgia Tech LSU Ga—teeh Ga—teeh Ga—tech LSU Ga—tech Ga—teeh
South Carolina vs. lowa lowa lowa lowa lowa S—Garetina lowa lowa
Georgia vs. Michigan State Georgia Georgia Georgia Georgia Georgia Georgia Georgia
Nebraska vs. Clemson Clemsen Clemsen Clemsen Nebraska Nebraska GClemsen Nebraska
Penn State vs. USC uUsC uUscC uUscC uUscC Penn-Si. uUsc uUsC
Cincinnati vs. Virginia Tech —Giney- —Giney— —Giney— Va. Tech Va. Tech Ciney— —Giney—
Ole Miss vs. Texas Tech Texas—Fech Texas—Fech Texas—fech Texas—Fech Texas—Feeh Texas—TFeeh Texas—teeh
Kentucky vs. East Carolina —EEH— —E6H- —ECH- —+EcH— —E6H— —+EH— —=cH-
Utah vs. Alabama Atabarma Afabama Utah Alabama Atabama Alabama Alabama
Buffalo vs. Connecticut Butfale- UConn Buffato -Bffato- -Buffate UConn UConn
Ohio State vs. Texas Texas Texas Texas Texas Texas Texas Texas
Ball State vs. Tulsa Tulsa Ball St. Ball St. Ball St. Ball St. Ball St. Ball St.
Florida vs. Oklahoma Florida Oklahoma Oklahoma Florida Oklahoma Oklahoma Florida
To date 19-12 17-14 12-19 1417 17-14 15-16 18-13

game comes out. It is just a real thrown seven interceptions.

McCoy, a junior who plans to
return for his senior year, has
also rushed for 576 yards and 10
more scores.

“McCoy is extremely good,”
Buckeyes defensive coordinator
Jim Heacock said. “He’s accu-
rate. The ball is on target. Plus,
he has a great chemistry between
him and his receivers.”

The Buckeyes allow 13 points
per game, seventh in the nation.
But last year they brought the
nation’s top-rated defense — con-
ceding 10.7 points per game —
into the BCS title game and
watched LSU romp to a 38-24 vic-
tory.

The year before that, in another
BCS title game, Florida hung 41
points on the Buckeyes on the
same field where Ohio State will
face Texas on Monday night.

Ohio State’s best defense might
be a clock-controlling offense.
The Buckeyes may try to feed the
Longhorns a steady diet of tail-
back Beanie Wells — he runs for
121 yards per game, seventh in
the nation — and keep McCoy
and Co. off thefield. If that doesn’t
work, it may be another long
January night for the Buckeyes.

By Steve Becker
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NFL

Continued from Page 5

Ravens 27,
Dolphins 9

MIAMI — The over-the-shoulder interception
was enough to make the video highlights.

“Like playing center field,” Ed Reed said.

His runback was just as special. The Baltimore
Ravens safety eluded one tackler, then juked anoth-
er as he cut back, finding a corridor to the end
zone.

“It felt like the 200 in track,” Reed said. “I don’t
think I caught my breath until the third quarter.”

BILLBOARD MANAGEMENT

Have 2 Billboard 7 | Have a Business ?
Need It Rented ? | HnndnBiIIhnird?l

THEMED|ACOMPANY

Full Service Media Management and Advertising Agency
BILLEART] MARAENENT. on of nur many zervizes. Located in iy Spring,

(432) 897-47R7

www.themediacompanyonline.com

Reed was out of breath, but the Ravens were in
good shape and on the way to their first playoff win
in seven years. They came up with four intercep-
tions, including the one returned 64 yards for a
touchdown by Reed, and beat the Miami Dolphins
27-9 on Sunday.

After throwing only seven interceptions during
the regular season, the Dolphins’ Chad Pennington
had four during a 22-minute flurry midway through
the game.

“We heard all week that they don’t turn the ball
over,” linebacker Ray Lewis said. “But we force
turnovers.”

With a rookie coach in John Harbaugh and a
rookie quarterback in Joe Flacco, wild-card entrant
Baltimore (12-5) won for the 10th time in 12 games
and will play Saturday at AFC South champion
Tennessee.

“We don’t want the roll and the Ravens’ story to
end here,” linebacker Terrell Suggs said. “We
think we are a team of divine purpose.”

The result put the brakes on this season’s remark-
able resurgence by the Dolphins (11-6), who won
the AFC East after going 1-15 in 2007. The playoftf
game was Miami’s first in seven seasons.

“It has been a special year. That’s why it hurts so
much,” Pennington said.

A soft schedule contributed to Miami’s turn-
around, but there was nothing soft about the
Ravens. They forced repeated mistakes by a team
that tied an NFL record with only 13 turnovers dur-
ing the regular season.

“We were doing things we hadn’t done all year,”
Miami coach Tony Sparano said.

Reed had two interceptions, and Jim Leonhard
and Fabian Washington made one apiece. Suggs
recovered a fumble to set up a touchdown.
Pennington, playing his first game since being cho-
sen the NFL Comeback Player of the Year, was
sacked three times and faced constant pressure.

“It always starts up front,” Ravens defensive
tackle Trevor Pryce said. “We had some favorable
matchups, and we took advantage of them.”
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Cemetery Lots

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout
plans available. No interest or
carrying charges. $10.00 down.
The Little Red Barn across
from Mt. Olive Cemetery.
432-264-7722.

CEMETERY PLOTS at Trinity
Memorial for sale. 3 plots in
Canaan, great location. $1,000.
0.b.o. Sells for  $1,700.
bugnurse @yahoo.com or
(806)262-4034.

SAVE $$$$$$ on monuments/
markers. We deliver to all
cemeteries. Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments.
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave
spaces for the price of one.
Pay-out plan available. $50.00
Down. The Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Help Wanted

We're Growing!

LVN

with homehealth experience
helpful but not needed to join
our dynamic team of health-
care professionals. We are a
locally owned company who
cares about our clients and our
employees!

* Full Time

* Great Pay

* Vacation
& Sick Time

* PAID
Health Insurance

* 401K

* Great Work
Environment

* Paid Mileage

Please come by

or mail resume to:

Attn: Maxine Roberts, RN

InHome Care, Inc.
1104 Scurry
Big Spring, Tx
79720

12788

AWESOME TRAVEL JOB!
Don't like the cold?
Neither do we!

Hiring 18-24 girls/ guys
to work & travel.
$400-$800/ wk. Training and
travel expenses paid.
CALL NOW!
1-800-701-1442
www.forceoneteam.com

BIG SPRING Independent
School District hiring cashiers,
cooks, and line servers. Please
apply online at
www.bsisd.esc.18.net.
No phone calls please.

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING Oil Company,
needs experienced Tool

Pusher. Must be able to pass
drug test. Competitive salary
and limited benefits. Most work
within 60 miles of Big Spring or
Snyder. Please send resume
to: PO Box 1870, Big Spring,
TX 79721.

BLUE BELL Creameries is
seeking a dependable, respon-
sible Full Time Office Clerk for
a busy office. 40 Hour work
week that will require Saturday
work. Preferred candidates will
possess Ten-key by touch, Ex-
cel, Word and other basic of-
fice skills. Professional tele-
phone skills necessary. Great
benefits + Competitive hourly
wage, depending on experi-
ence. Apply in person at 401
East I-20.

BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA
taking applications for Sales
Clerk all shifts. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Apply at
4911 South Hwy 87. No Phone
Calls.

CARING HEARTS Home
Health is seeking a full-time RN
Position. Great hours, friendly
atmosphere  and  Benefits.
Sign-On Bonus $2500.00. Call
for appointment

(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

Help Wanted

HOTEL/ MOTEL General Man-
ager. Min. 2 years experience.
Must have experience manag-
ing staff. Short term contract of
1-6 months. More info: email:
sam.tran@hue-lic.com or fax
resume (858)764-2710.

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home
We recognize our employees

are our greatest asset,

providing flexible schedules
and one of the most attractive
benefits packet.
Currently hiring the following
positions:
Licensed Vocational Nurse
Shift- 2-10
Became a part of our Team in
January 2009 and have BCBS
health and dental insurance,
and a free life insurance policy
effective February 1st.
Salary Based On Experience
1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720
(432)268-8387
Fax (432)268-1987
“Equal Opportunity Employer”
badominguez@
sears-methodist.com

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

CITY OF BIG SPRING
Police Officer
$15.47-$16.25/hr
Jailer
IT Specialist
Heavy Equipment Operator
Mechanic Helper
Part Time Cook
Code Enforcement Officer
For more information go to
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346
Equal Opportunity Employer

DRIVERS WANTED. We need
drivers now and get hired on
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery
compensation in the business.
Make cash every day. Great
part time and full time shifts.
Health Insurance plan. Great
starting wage- $7.00 an hour,
plus delivery compensation,
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices.
Got experience? Work for
Papa or the Hut? Come on
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and
stay at home Moms always
welcome. Apply at Domino’s
Pizza.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring 2 Full
time & 1 Part Time Sales and
Loan Representatives. Must
have High School/GED, pass
background & drug test. Apply
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00
p.m. (432)684-5418.

NOW HIRING full time/ part
time employees at WES-T-GO.
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

BARCELONA APARTMENTS
3299 MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

538 Westover

263-1252

Housing Assistance Accepted

offers

hink

Come be a part of one of the top cable
broadband providersinthe U.S.! Suddenlink
advancement
competitive pay & benefit package including
401K, medical, dental, vision, generous
discounts on services & more!

Now Hiring in Big Spring

opportunities,

CCR | - Retail
Broadband Technician |

For job descriptions, requirements and to
apply, visit our website at

www.work4suddenlink.com
Apply today!

Suddenlink Communications is an EEO/AAP employer

16060

PARKVIEW NURSING and
Rehabilitation is now seeking a
full time Charge Nurse. We of-
fer competitive pay, Retire-
ment, Vacation, and a fun,
friendly atmosphere. Apply in
person or online at
www.parkviewnursing.net

3200 Parkway, Big Spring, Tx.
(432)263-4041.

PIZZA INN
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
MANAGEMENT  POSITIONS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS.

PLANT SUPERVISOR needed
for Ameri-Tech Building Sys-
tems. Experience required in
Portable Metal Building Manu-
facturing. Competitive Salary
and Benefits available. Email to
kwr_atbs@yahoo.com or fax to
254-938-2762. EOE

POLLARD CHEVROLET is
taking applications for Body
shop repair/ technician. Experi-
ence required. Must have on
tools. Benefits: Health & Life in-
surance, 401(k). Apply in per-
son.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING!
Avg. Pay $20/hr, $57K/yr in-
cluding Federal Benefits, OT.
Placed by adSource, not affili-
ated w/ USPS who hires.
1-866-795-4058.

SALESMAN NEEDED at Ma-
dry Motorplex. Energetic, out-
going personality, and sales
experience a plus. Please ap-
ply in person at 403 W. 4th.
432-267-2285.

TEXAS CAJUN Cafe, now hir-
ing wait staff. Apply in person
at 802 West |-20 between the
Exxon & Advantage Inn Motel.

Help Wanted

WANTED OIL and Gas Drilling
Engineer with at least 7 years
experience and Reservoir En-
gineer experience would be
helpful in their job application.
For Sharp Image Energy Inc.
Please send resumes to P.O.
Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx.
79721.

WANTED! FUN people for a
new fun business. The pat-

ented product. Experienced
networkers preferred. Up
Scene Income!

1-877-355-0617.

Items for Sale

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered

and Stacked. Call
325-648-2818 or
512-913-8297.

National Ads

$600 WEEKLY Potential $$$
Helping the government

PT. No Experience. No Selling
Call: 1-888-213-5225 Ad Code:
J15.

***FREE FORECLOSURE List-
ings*** Over 200,000 proper-
ties nationwide. LOW Down
Payment. Call NOW!
1-800-817-6272.

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!
Looking for 10 SHARP guys &
gals to Represent Fashion &
Music Publications. Must be
Free to Travel. No Experience
Necessary. 800-735-7462.

ATTEND COLLEGE 100%
ONLINE - Military Tuition As-
sistance - *Medical, *Business,
*Paralegal, Computers, *Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available.
Call 800-509-5085
www.CenturaOnline.com

COMPLETE T-SHIRT PRINT
SHOP! $1195.00+shipping
Silkscreen  equipment,  sup-
plies+training video. Free Bro-
chure. Video & Manual only
$19.95.
www.homecashbusiness.com
1-866-499-9631.

DRIVERS - ENGLANDTRANS-
PORT.net is Now Accepting
Applications for Driver Train-
ees. No Experience Needed.
Training Available! Great Pay,
Home Time & Benefits.
1-866-619-6081 Ad # 3120
www.atruckjob.com

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!
Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $48 per
hour / No Experience

Full Benefits / Paid Training
1-866-409-2663 ext. 22.

FREE DIRECTV 4 Room Sys-
tem! 265+ Channels! Starts
$29.99! FREE HBO, Showtime,
Starz! 130 HD Channels!

FREE DVR/HD! No Start Up
Costs! Local Installers!
1-800-234-9094.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get
paid to shop! Retail/Dining es-
tablishments need undercover
clients to judge quality/cus-
tomer service. Earn up to $150
a day. Call 1-877-306-3966.

OWN A Computer?

Put it to Work!

Earn $1500-$7500/mo. PT/FT
FREE info package online.
www.HeresLiving.com

WANTED DRILLING Supervi-
sor with at least 7 years experi-
ence. For Sharp Image Energy
Inc. Please send resumes to
P.O. Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx.
79721.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING!
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K /yr.
incl. Fed. Benefits and OT.
Placed by adSource, not affili-
ated w/USPS who hires.
1-866-483-1059.

National Ads

SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET .69 p/m
Ladies Freel!!
1-800-201-TALK.

THESE ARE NOT NORMAL
TIMES!! Changes On A Gilobal
Scale Are Fulfilling Bible
Prophesies. Prepare for What
Is Coming Next by Going to:
www.Biblically.com

TRUCK DRIVERS
Wanted-Best Pay and Home
Time! Apply Online Today over
750 Companies! One Applica-
tion, Hundreds of Offers!
http://hammerlanejobs.com

EZELL KEY
FEED & GRAIN
98 Lancaster
(432)267-8112
Big Spring, Texas 79720
NOW OPEN TILL 4:00PM
ON SATURDAYS
We have all your
Feed Needs
Palmer
High Pro
Jocaby
Moormans Feed Food
COME SEE US!!!

AKC REGISTERED Miniature
Dachshund Dapple Puppies.
On the 25th of December will
be 6 weeks old. $300.00 each.
Call (432)816-2479.

Real Estate for Rent

1746 PURDUE 3 Bdr., 1 bath,
single car garage, fenced yard.
CH/A. $750.00 Month, $600.00
deposit. Call 432-263-3689.

2200 SAQ. ft. building for lease
in a high traffic area @ 1307
Gregg St. Front & rear parking
available. Please contact Lucy
@ 432-263-5000 for mor infor-
mation.

403 GALVESTON 90x60 Shop
with 12 foot door on both ends,
office inside, large fenced yard.
$1000. month, $1000. deposit.
Call (432)213-2319.

4104 MUIR. 2 bdr./ 2 bath, two
living area’s, CH/A. Refer-
ences required. $700 mo./
$400 dep. Prefer Non-Smoker.
No HUD. No Pets. Call
432-270-3849.

426 DALLAS- Nice 1 Bedroom
house. CH/A. $500 Month,
$200 deposit. No Pets. Call
432-935-8297.

602 1/2 GEORGE- Close to
College. 1 Bedroom House.
Carport, CH/A. $550.00 month
plus deposit. No pets. No HUD.
Call (432)267-2296.

703 EDWARDS 2 bedroom, 1
bath house. CH/A,
washer/dryer connections. One
Year Lease. No HUD. No Pets.
No Bills Paid. $900. month
plus deposit. (432)267-2296.

706 SOUTH Goliad. 2 Bdrm,
1 bath. Stove & refrigerator
furnished. CH/A. $450. month,
$200 deposit. Call
(432)267-1543.

JANUARY SPECIAL!!
$100. off 1st month rent!
SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT
2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring
432-263-2292
1 Bdrm $350 month
2 Bdrm $395 month

OVERHEAD STORAGE/
Shop. Approximately 24x40.
$300. month. Insulated 50x40
storage walk thru door. $350.
month. Call (432)213-2319.

Real Estate for Rent

LOFT FOR Lease, 123-C
Main. $1,000. month plus de-
posit. One year lease required.
No pets. (432)770-5656. or
(432)517-0038 or office
(432)263-6514.

SOUTH PLAINS APTS.
3304 West Hwy 80
Efficiency 1, 2, & 3 Bdrms.
Now Available
432-714-4840
559-309-1968

THE OFFICE Building, 710
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250.
per month with bills paid. Call
(432)770-5656 or
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale

BY OWNER 3/2/2, 885sq. feet.
Highland South, Remodeled in
2007. $145,000.00. Call
432-264-1364.

BY OWNER Ranch style brick.
3 bedroom, 3 bath, jetted tub,
fireplace, sunroom. 3-1/3
acres, storage, barn. Coahoma

ISD (Derrick Rd.). Reduced
$165,000. (432)264-0330,
816-9969.

BY OWNER---- 2600 Carelton
3 Bedroom, 2 bath w/covered
carport. New A/C unit. New
carpet and paint. All New Appli-
ances. Remodeled kitchen and
baths. No Owner Financing.
Please call 432-213-2681.

CHAMPION LAKE Cabin.
Stocked. Great fishing from city
park on lake. Appraised
$23,000.00.  Sell  $12,000.
Good Investment. Call
(325)728-9169.

FOR SALE By Owner- 3547
Sqg. Ft. Brick-10 rooms, 4 bed-
rooms-2-1/2 baths, dining, liv-
ing room, family room, loft, 7
closets, 2 car garage, 1-1/2
acres, 8403 Gail Hwy. Below

appraisal 179,500.00, Call
432-270-4646.
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida

Manufactured Home Magazine.
A guide to finding and buying a
manufactured home in the
Sunshine State. Call to request
your FREE copy today! Toll
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit
our website
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low
Down Payment. Bad Credit
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.

OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath, 2,500 sq. ft..
$2,950. Down, $735. per
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call (432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE. Fixer Up-
per! Low monthly. Low down.

1300 & 1302 Wright.
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE, Low
Down, Low Monthly, Easy
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2,
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent

512-426-1850.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No
Problem. Call (512)940-5200,
432-631-8100.t
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Call today
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DISCOVERE
Novus

AC & HEATING HEATING & AC AIR CONDITIONING AUTO PARTS CARPET

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

« Servicing All Heaters
« All Sheet Metal Work Including

Duct Work
* Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heater
Parts and Filters

1408 E. 4th - 263-2980

Grossroads Refrigeration

Air Conditioning, Heating &
Ice Machines
We service all makes
and models!

Cell: [432) 270-0501

24 Hour Service
TACLAZE711C E

C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600 §

(%] Rhino Linings

THE Sprave-ON Ling

ELECTRICAL

L
ELECIRIC

Richard Moren § ..
Master Electrician | License #173630
Te)éaésnl;:r]aegi?fa L1 License #25496

Phone: (432) 264-6261

WARREN REFRIGERRTION
AIR-HEAT-ICE
Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial
Loran Warren

NATE Certified Service Technician
Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

BED LINERS CONCRETE GARAGE SALE CONCRETE

G & M Auto Care

Locally Owned
& Operated
Service 1972

263-1091

George & Mary
900 E 3rd St. Big Spring

A Modern Auio THemaniler

Since 1947
+ 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles
+ 20,000 sq i of Warehousa slorage
' Sgen:.! ze in late model quality abto
parts
+ Faregn and domeshc pans for cars,
trucks, manevans, 4xd and spors
uliity vihaclas
Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.

1511 Hwy 350+(432) 263-5000

J. T. Builders

Remodeling * Drywall
Ceramic Tile * Electrical
Plumbing * Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways * Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

i3 (&p JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

WX (432) 213-0882 Cell
; N (432) 935-6310 Res.

L SO s S e B
LT West Texas =¥
Fence & Welding )ﬁ

Garden City, Texas

(=~ e

Wood Fence » Metal Fence ;
Pipe Fence « Pipe Corrals
{_Barbed Wire Fence » Net Wire Fence —
j Free Estimates

< Home (432) 354-2513 k-
Cell:(432) 466-1715 ¢,
‘ Bi%SprEn (423) 263-4858
I
i

-AKW

n

3 Sterling City (325) 378-3077
4 Coanst L Yoesod

P et ST i I

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

STUCCO
e DRIVEWAYS
'y, SIDEWALKS
R BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete
(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez

Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

'HERALD

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

:
YL
Wi fL
/i

Wood & o
Chainlink

Finest In
Fencing

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

B & M Fence Co.
OTED BESTINBIG SPRING

*Residential +Commercial
+ChainLink - Metal

= S0 [

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!

Free Estimates

s8s
.

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

HOME IMPROVEMENT B HOME IMPROVEMENT

THIS SPAGE COULD BEYOURAD
CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

Gibbs Remodeling

New home Construction »

Room Additions
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing
Ceramic Tile » Installation &
Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

u 2631613
E1-[ 1-800-525-1389
£ ERAI'D 101NW2nd St.  Big Spring, TX
HOME IMPROVEMENT
ENTRY DOORS/ RS
GARAGE HOME REPAIR
DOORS/OPENERS Custom Wood Decks,
Remodeling + Contractor Remodel, Carpenter,
Repaired/Remodeled Painting, Plumbing,
Kitc hm:ziﬂ'lcl II!!]'::tﬁl}w1 ]‘]?3 Hrri alist Minor Electrical
el & Dathl opeclati FREE ESTIMATES
BOB'S CUSTOM Garage door repair,
WOODWORK Appliances installed
409 E.3RD  267-5811 816-3030

Carpet Tile Laminate Hardwood Vinyl
“All instock carpet

ON SALE!"
Come see us @ 2810 EFM 700

Maonday - Friday

Sam - 5pm
432-268-0008

Hopper

Homes

" the carpet store "
BEDG

GUARD & PATROL

FALL CREEK
SEGURITY

ST. LIC. B13300
« Armed & Unarmed Security
Officers
+\ehicle Patrol
« Commercial
« Industrial

+ Residential - Homeowners
Association

+ Body Guards
+ Liahility Insurance

« State Licensed By
Texas DPS

1-800-168-1117

18303

GARAGE SALE HOME IMPROVEMENT X HOME IMPROVEMENT m

ling

iy

FREE ESTIMATES
Remodeling-Rocm Additions
Custorn Cabinets-Custom Decks

Doors-Windows-The-Matal

Rocfing
Minor Electrical and Plumiblng

Kitchen and Beih Spectatiet
432-517-2004

Ragidantial- Commarcial - Repall- Remoda

HOME IMPROVEMENT
s

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

Home Repair
Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install

Free Estimates

432-816-6282

11338

15265

SANCHEZ
CONSTRUCTION

Drywall, Ceramic & Wood
Floors, Metal Roofs, Shingle
Roofs, Carpentry, Additions.

WE DO ALL TYPES OF . :

CONSTRUCTION! n,  Quality Work 7¥

Call Mike ~ g
432-213-0041 wrr (432) 213-5991

PROFESSIONAL
HOUSE
CLEANING

References Available

{ D
i Fair Prices &

\ Westex Telecom /
| HighSpeed DSL |

i OR

\ Dial-Up Internet Access )

Local
Customer Service

268-8800

ey @EIELED PRODUCTS PEST CONTROL J™ PHONEWIRING |

BREATHE E-Z

Chimney, Air Duct
Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes,

Carpets, etc.
INSURED

1-866-843-1831

17959

FALL CLEANUP

Rake Leaves, Hauling
Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs

Lawn Service
816-6150 or
267-5460
FREE ESTIMATES

18675

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

NAIL SALON REALTY

Pro Spa Nail Salon |

gl :

Pedicure:

$21.99

Manicure: $11.99

Full Set: $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

THEMarcyDr.Ste 110  [432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

Four Seasons
Insulation & Siding

ﬁ;/ 7
W
£

i I 2

27 Specializing In
Wall Insulation
Thermal
Replacement _

Windows & Siding

Call 264-8610

12980

WAIKINg &

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care,
Home Remedies, Watkins,

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

T

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

WMar 7. Woore
Call: Annette (432) 267-3901 2008 Birdwell Lane
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980 www.swalpc.com

Small Business & Residential
Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910

AW. Stansel
29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720

17957

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker | Owner
1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Lac Hall
806.544.9211

VENTURA Texas Cajun Cafe
COMPANY starting
January 2nd
32-267-26
132-267-2695 LUNCH BUFFET
11th Place Shopping RIS 11:00am - 3:00 pm
i 802 West1-20
Center For caSh sale . hetween Emn&n?:amaue Inn Motel
Very Reasonable (432) 264-1686

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

web designing and hosting
www.bondwebs.com

Lane Bond
2605 Ann Drive
Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 263-4033

{432) 213-0391 cell
lane@ bondwebs.com

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.
For Tree Trimming
and removal.

Call
Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

AAA Mini Storage
3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by
Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access
Fenced and lighted

Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley
For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 2630732 ...,

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600
Solar Gaurd
Window Tint
5 year limited
warranty
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Kids Can: Little gardeners
can get ‘oversized” results

Family Features — The
best kinds of lessons are
those that make learning
fun and exciting. This
year, more than 1.5
million third graders
across the United States
have gotten hands-on,
enjoyable lessons about

plants, patience and
perseverance as they
compete to grow the

biggest cabbage in their
state.

Thanks to the Bonnie
Plants’ Third  Grade
Cabbage Program
students from ,
participating
classrooms across |
the country will
receive a free j
Bonnie O.S. Cross, §
or “oversized,” £
cabbage plant
they can cultivate, j
nurture and [
watch grow bigger §
than a basketball
and often over |
forty pounds.

At the end of
the season,
teachers from j
each class will
select the student
who has grown
the “best” B
cabbage, based on &
size and [
appearance. =71

A picture of the
cabbage and the
student entry is
submitted to
Bonnie plants by
mail or online.

That student’s
name will then be
included in a§
statewide drawing {27
to receive a $1000
scholarship &
towards
education. ‘

The winner of
each statewide drawing is

selected by the
Commission of
Agriculture, state by
state, via random
drawing.

This year, Bonnie

Plants gave 1.5 million
students the opportunity
to experience the joy of
gardening through
planting and nurturing
their very own cabbage
plants.

One child winner, per
state, from 45
participating states, is
awarded a $1,000 savings
bond from Bonnie Plants
towards education.

“It’'s good for the

students to get out there

and grow their own
plants,” said Melody Witt,
principal of Alto

Elementary School in
Alto.

“It helps them learn
about nature, soil
composition and the parts
of plants, but it also
shows them where things
come from.

“So many young people
take for granted the fact
that we can walk into the
store and buy whatever
we want.”

“It’s a good history
lesson for them to learn
that it wasn’t always like
that, even in  this
country.”

“The cabbage program
is our way of sharing our
love of gardening with
children,” said Bonnie
Plants General Manager
Dennis Thomas. “Because
we believe so deeply in
the joy and peace
gardening can bring to
the soul, we want to
afford the opportunity to
children to experience
this same joy and sense
of accomplishment, as
well as encourage them to
continue gardening
throughout their lives.”

Growing a giant
cabbage may seem like a
big undertaking for little
kids — but it’s easier
than you may think. To
get started, all kids need
is:

¢ Sunshine: Cabbages
need at least six hours of
full sunlight, more if
possible.

e Space: Bonnie O.S.
cabbages need at least
three feet on each side to
spread out. If you don’t
have that much space,
use a large planter.

¢ Soil: Work
some compost
into the soil
cabbages love

nutrient-rich soil.
¢ Food: Start
il your cabbage off
right with an all-
purpose
il vegetable
¢l fertilizer, then
| fertilize it every
M 10 days to keep it

growing strong.
17 * Water: Your
cabbage will need
at least one inch
of rainfall each
H week. If it doesn’t
rain, use a
watering can or a
¢ garden hose with
a sprinkler to
gently water your
plant.
4 e TLC: Keep

weeds out of the
cabbage patch
they compete for

the food and
water your
cabbage needs.

Be on the lookout
for brown or
1 white moths
these come from
worms that love
y !

¥ to munch

on

cabbage. If you
see any, get rid of them
right away.

e Time: In just 10 to 12
weeks, you should have a
huge head of cabbage you
can be proud of.

Green thumbs can pay
off big time — providing

participating children
with pride for a job well
done, a humongous
cabbage, and for the
lucky state winner, the
beginning of an
educational fund for
college.

For more information
on the 2008 winners and
the 2009 Third Grade
Cabbage Program, visit
Bonnieplants.com.
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

It’s a time of mind-
blowing change on a
personal and global level.
The motion is set off as
Jupiter, the big Mac
Daddy of the zodiac, joins
dreamy Neptune in the

idealistic sign of
Aquarius.
When you give a

thought to what you want
the future to look and feel
like, you’ll be
contributing to humanity
in a meaningful way.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Since luck s
definitely on your side,
ask for what you want,
whether it’s taking a
relationship to another
level or a
raise in pay.
Be cautious,
however.
When
everything
keeps
coming your
way, you
might be in
the wrong
lane.

TAURUS
(April 20-
May 20). Be wary of how
much information you
share with associates.
Don’t let your tongue get
so relaxed that you
divulge the wrong things
to the wrong people. And
keep your words soft and
sweet, just in case you
have to eat them.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Today will be a
galaxy away from what
you are accustomed. Use
the unfamiliarity to pull
yourself out of the rut
and shine in the new
light. Take some social
risks and you will return
home as everybodyis
darling.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Some think you are
aloof because you don’t
participate in the goofier
rituals of human
bonding, but cowering in
the shadows is hardly
your style. Hook them on
your dry wit. Let some of
those clever retorts fly.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Sometimes, all you need
is a good long cry or a
good long laugh. Choose
one and let it go. It will
act as a sump pump for

HoLIpAY
MATHIS

the immense pressure
youive been putting on
yourself lately.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22) The need for change
is obvious, but the
prospect of altering the

rules you live by is
frightening. The
discomfort you're
muddling through is part
of healing. You’ll soon
find new inspiration.
Trust in the process.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You want to act on
your true feelings, but on
an emotionally erratic
day like today it’s hard to
know which ones those
are. Exercise control.
And if you can’t be kind
when discussing others
ideas, at least be vague.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). A cancellation allows
you the extra time to
recharge your spiritual
batteries. A good book or
a long, relaxing bath will
do the trick. Relaxation
unlocks your imagination
so don’'t be surprised if
your dreams get a little

wild tonight.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Mistakes

don’t have to stress you
out. Keep your humor
and you’ll quickly get
back into a rhythm. Just
remember the moves that
got you through it before.
When you stumbled, you
made it part of the dance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). A friendis recent
accomplishment may
seem trivial to you, but it
is a big deal to him or
her. Plan an event to
celebrate the moment. It
will strengthen an
important bridge thatis
fallen into disrepair.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You are not your
finances. Though you
may need to nurse a few
financial bruises, in no
way should you let that
devolve your self-image.
You are still in control of
who you are and who you
will become. Keep your
head up.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). What you look for
will appear. You can use
this good luck to find
your keys or your cell
phone. But why not think
even bigger? Look for a
profound example of love
in action, a mystical
happening or a miracle.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “I’'ve been
sick for a long time and
my work and family have
had to make sacrifices
because of this. What
does Aquarius have to

look forward to this
year?”
This year is about

finding your joy. Focus
on this and your family
and colleagues will be
more joyful as a result!
Optimism is what’s
needed in your case, and
you're in luck. Jupiter
will be gracing your
picture with a healthy
dose of positive thinking
all year long. Also, the
sun is headed your way
to lend support in the
form of additional
physical energy, self-
esteem and a better way
of viewing your life.

If you could possibly
see your illness as the
agent that helps you to
live more fully and
mindfully it might help
you to be more hopeful.

Reading will be a
powerful tool against
patterns of thinking that
don’t contribute nicely to
your well-being. Spend a
few minutes a day — an
hour if you can spare it
— reading biographies
about people who have
undergone  tremendous
physical struggle and
whose lives and personal
contribution have
ultimately been made
richer because of it.

Some ideas: Stephen
Hawking, Helen Keller,
Christopher Reeve and
David Helfgott to name a
few.

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Diane Keaton is a true
original with strong ideas
about how to live her life.
Whether it’s wearing a
man’s suit and tie as she
did in “Annie Hall” or
adopting children as a
single mom, her choices
have at times been
unusual, but so right for
her that others felt
compelled to imitate her.
Sun and Venus in driven

Capricorn say that
Keaton will keep finding
new ways to express her
artistic spirit.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,

please g0 to
WWww.creators.com and
click on “Write the

Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in
the mail. To find out
more about Holiday
Mathis and read her past
columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web

page at
WWW.creators.com.
® 2009 CREATORS

SYNDICATE, INC.

Annie’s Mailbox : Advice for those in need

Dear Annie: I have
been married for three

years to a wonderful
man. He is gentle,
thoughtful and works

very hard. Let me clarify
that: he will stay up until
2 or 3 a.m., come to bed
and be up at 7 a.m. for
work.

Last Friday, he stayed
up until 6 a.m. working
on a computer problem
for the church and then
was up three hours later.

Someone once
insinuated that maybe he
isn’t really working all
this time, but let me
assure you, he is. He
leaves his office door
open, and I can walk in
any time and find him
hunched over a problem,
oblivious to the world.

My husband has a
fabulous income and has
given me the opportunity
to develop a small
business. I'm not
ungrateful. But I would
like to have a baby. I
come from a big loving
family and am almost 30.

My husband wants to
wait. He says he’s “too
busy” to be a father right
now. Annie, he will
always be busy. He is a
workaholic and likes it
that way.

Twice in the past two
years he has given me a
date when we would start
trying for a family. Both
times he reneged. There
is almost no hope of an
“accident,” because he is
militaristic in his use of

birth control.

I have tried every
tactic I can think of, from
citing medical references
about why it is healthier
to start sooner rather
than later to not talking
about it at all. I'm at a
loss. My bio-clock is
ticking so loudly I can
hardly hear anything
else.

When we were dating,
he assured me he wanted
children. I've been in
counseling for a year for
depression. Please help
me. — Barren in Boise

Dear Boise: Your
workaholic husband isn’t
interested in changing
his routine, but he owes
it to you to keep his
promises.

Your biological clock
should tick for a while
longer, so don’t panic, but
if he refuses to make a
sincere commitment to
starting a family, insist
that he get counseling
with you. (And we hope
you're prepared to raise

those children alone,
because he will always be
at work.)

Dear Annie: I have a
friend in her 30s who
recently lost 100 pounds
through hard work and
exercise.

She looks fantastic.
The problem is, along
with the weight, she
seems to have lost her
mind. She has been
running around on her
husband, and is talking
about divorce and leaving

behind her 8-year-old
daughter to move to a
city 500 miles away for
some guy she
met on the Internet.

I'm scared for her safety,
worried about the choices
she is making and, well,
disgusted at her behavior.
How do I remain
supportive as a friend,
yet smack her in the head
and tell her to grow up?

— Arizona Dear
Arizona: Your friend
considers herself SO

gorgeous now that she
wants to make up for lost
time, and recklessness is
part of the appeal. In a
few months, she’ll settle
down, but by then it may
be too late to undo the
damage.

Unfortunately, in her
current state of mind, she
is unlikely to listen to
any advice. All you can
do is make it clear that
abandoning her child will
affect the girl
permanently and Ther
daughter may never
forgive or trust her again.
Maybe that will sink in.

Annie’s Mailbox is written
by Kathy Mitchell and Marcy
Sugar, longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column. Please e-
mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or
write to: Annie’s Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL 60611.
To find out more about Annie’s
Mailbox, and read features by
other Creators Syndicate
writers and cartoonists, visit
the Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

® 2009 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.
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“DON'T GIVE UP, RUFF. DADLL HAVE A PATH

TO YOUR TREE ANY MINUTE NOW."
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I WAS JUST
WONDERIN...

D

“... for little kids do they have
kitten scans?”

-

15

WIZARD OF ID

www.JohnHartStudios.com

WHEN THE MARCHING
BAND FORMED A Noosg,
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TO GO, | WONDERFUL,
DADDY! \ DEAR!
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This Date
In History

Today is Monday, Jan. 5, the
fifth day of 2009. There are 360

days left in the year.
Today’s  Highlight in
History:

On Jan. 5, 1896, an Austrian
newspaper, Wiener Presse,
reported the discovery by
German physicist Wilhelm
Roentgen of a type of radiation
that came to be known as
“X-rays.”

On this date:

In 1781, a British naval expe-
dition led by Benedict Arnold
burned Richmond, Va.

In 1809, the Treaty of the
Dardanelles, which ended the
Anglo-Turkish War, was con-
cluded by the United Kingdom
and the Ottoman Empire.

In 1895, French Capt. Alfred
Dreyfus, convicted of treason,
was publicly stripped of his
rank. (He was ultimately vindi-
cated.)

In 1925, Nellie T. Ross became
governor of Wyoming; she was
the first female governor in
U.S. history. (She succeeded

Frank E. Lucas, who had served
as acting governor following
the death of Ross’ husband,
William B. Ross.)

In 1933, the 30th president of
the United States, Calvin
Coolidge, died in Northampton,
Mass., at age 60.

In 1949, in his State of the
Union address, President Harry
S. Truman labeled his adminis-
tration the Fair Deal.

In 1957, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower proposed assis-
tance to countries to help them
resist Communist aggression;
this became known as the
Eisenhower Doctrine.

In 1970, Joseph A. Yablonski,
an unsuccessful candidate for
the presidency of the United
Mine Workers of America, was
found murdered with his wife
and daughter at their
Clarksville, Pa., home. UMW
President Anthony Boyle and
three others were convicted of
the killings.

In 1994, Thomas P. “Tip”
O’Neill, former speaker of the
U.S. House of Representatives,
died in Boston at age 81.

In 1998, Sonny Bono, the
1960’s pop star-turned-politi-
cian, was killed when he struck
a tree while skiing in South
Lake Tahoe, Calif.; he was 62.

Today’s Birthdays: Former
Vice President Walter F.
Mondale is 81. Actor Robert
Duvall is 78. Football Hall-of-
Fame coach Chuck Noll is 77.
King Juan Carlos of Spain is 71.
Talk show host Charlie Rose is
67. Actress-director Diane
Keaton is 63. Actor Ted Lange
is 61. Rhythm-and-blues musi-
cian George “Funky” Brown
(Kool and the Gang) is 60. Rock
musician Chris Stein (Blondie)
is 59. Actress Pamela Sue
Martin is 56. Actor Clancy
Brown is 50. Singer Iris Dement
is 48. Actor Ricky Paull Goldin
is 44. Actor Vinnie Jones is 44.
Rock musician Kate
Schellenbach (Luscious
Jackson) is 43. Actress Heather

Paige Kent is 40.
® 2008 The Associated Press.
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Newsday Crossword NOT RIGHT NOW by Gail Grabowski
Edited by Stanley Newman
www.stanxwords.com
ACROSS 60 Sunrise 10 Do a librarian’s 40 Is caught in a
1 Orchard fruit direction job downpour
6 Hourglass filler 61 Make impure 11 Like 41 Source of wool
10 Guys-only party 62 Golf gadgets skyscrapers 42 Box-office
14 Move sneakily 63 Those people 12 In addition purchases
15 Margarine 64 Cobra, e.g. 13 Narrow valley 44 Sales agent,
16 School corridor 18 Religious briefly
17 “Not so loud!” DOWN doctrine 47 Small-minded
19 “fall __ 1 Post-workout 23 Snakelike fish 48 “Phooey!”
fails. . ” complaint 24 Dining-room 49 Steak
20 CPR pro 2 High-school linens preference
21 Bench or chair dance 25 Long periods of 50 Fairy-tale
22 Tattle about 3 Strike, as with time beginning
24 Heavy weights hailstones 26 Starting with 51 All-knowing
25 Mountain 4 Acted as a 27 Cow catchers 52 China’s
height: Abbr. guide 28 Shipping continent
26 Pinball player's 5 Soap-opera container 53 Monastery
hangout broadcast 29 Cannon sounds  resident
29 Hot-water tanks 6 Colas and 30 Hunter’s 54 Poker-hand
32 Frozen dessert root beers weapon starter
33 Dollar bill 7 Very much 31 More secure 57 “That feels
34 Skewed view 8 Notyetused 35 Tax-form IDs great!”
36 Whitish 9 “| want the 37 Tennis-match 58 Competed in a
birthstone truth!” units marathon
37 Shipscallfor T 6 7 8 9 11 [12 [13

help

38 Light-switch
positions

15

39 Lavish

celebration
40 Emerald, for
one
41 Gotten illegally
43 Confidential

things
45 Trail walkers

46 “Shall we?”
reply

47 Chest muscles,

briefly

48 Sags

51 Line on a wall
calendar

52 Physicians’ org.

55 andrave
56 Restaurant

order-taker
59 Curved

entrance
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