
By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

It was a busy 12 months.
It was a year of both good 

and bad — gang violence 
reached deadly proportions, 
grass fires raged and busi-
nesses shut down, but it also 
marked the beginning of a 
much-anticipated restoration 
of one of Big Spring’s key 
landmarks, two key events 
honoring our veterans and 
the settlement of a long-stand-
ing tax dispute.

But the day that literally 
and figuratively shook Big 
Spring was unquestionably 
the top news story of the 
year.

Following are the area’s top 
10 news stories for 2008, as 
determined by the Big Spring 
Herald’s editorial staff:

Shortly after 8 a.m. on Feb. 
19, workers at the Big Spring 
Refinery noticed a knee-high 
cloud of proplylene gas escap-
ing from a leak in the facil-
ity’s light gas unit and imme-

diately ordered an evacuation 
of the area. 

Minutes later, the refinery 
quite literally blew its top.

A mas-
sive explo-
sion that 
could be 
h e a r d 
50 miles 
away and 
shattered 
w i n d o w s 
a c r o s s 

town started a chain of 
events which resulted in five 
people being injured and mil-
lions of dollars in damage. 
Miraculously, however, no 
fatalities were reported.

Emergency units from 
across Howard County and 
the Permian Basin responded 
to the calamity. While law 
enforcement officials were 
busy rerouting traffic from 
the area, firefighters joined 
with refinery personnel to 
battle the blaze, which raged 
for several hours.

Within a week of the explo-

sion, officials with Alon USA, 
the owner of the refinery, 
announced a multi-million 
dollar reconstruction effort 
to bring the facility back on 
line as soon as possible.

The reconstruction had 
its rough spots — a second 
explosion in April rocked 
the refinery’s asphalt divi-
sion — but by summer’s end, 
the facility was back to near-
capacity production. More 
than $300 million has been 
spent to date on the effort, 
refinery officials said.

Gang-related violence took 
a violent 
and deadly 
u p s w i n g 
in 2008 
with the 
low point 
occurring 
May 4.

On that 
e v e n i n g , 

two persons were killed in a 
shooting in the 900 block of E. 
16th Street.

Valerie Garcia, 20, who was 
pregnant at the time of her 
death, and Michael Cardona, 
21 — both of Big Spring, were 
pronounced dead at Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center 
shortly after the shooting 
was reported at 9:30 p.m.

The homicide remained 
unsolved at year’s end. Two 
“persons of interest” were 
arrested on weapons charges 
connected to the incident, 

but no murder charges have 
been filed to date, officials 
said.

The double homicide high-
lighted a year full of shooting 
incidents that police officials 
said were related to gang 
activity in the area. 

By March, when a pair of 
drive-by-shootings sent two 
teenagers to the hospital, offi-
cials had counted 20 cases 
involving the discharge of a 
firearm in Big Spring — and 
the blame was laid at the feet 
of area gangs.

“It all comes down to gang 
and drug activity,” said Sgt. 
Tony Everett, public infor-
mation officer for the Big 
Spring Police Department. 
“It’s hard to tell why this is 

happening all of a sudden, 
but the gangs have been here 
for years. It’s just been in the 
last few months the level of 
violence has escalated. There 
are no easy answers.”

It was a long, dry sum-
mer — and 
spring, and 
fall and ...

Dry con-
d i t i o n s 
and plenty 
of dead 
grass were 
an invi-
tation to 

a fire in 2008 — and fire-
fighters found their dance

See YEAR, page 3A
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Thanks at Year's End
As we say goodbye to 2008 and ring in a new year, we hope some things stay the same 

— like the opportunity to serve good folks like you.

Thank you for your loyal support and friendship this past year.

Happy New Year!
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HERALD file photo

Local resident Leonard Watkins sifts through the wreckage 
of his home on Curry Street south of Big Spring after a fire 
swept through the area earlier this year, destroying approxi-
mately 400 acres.

Courtesy photo/Bob Price

Fire rages at the Big Spring refinery following an explosion at the facility Feb. 19.



By DAVID JIMENEZ
Associated Press Writer

DALLAS — Houston 
Nutt didn’t get to coach 
Arkansas in last year’s 
Cotton Bowl.

Now with a new pro-
gram, the Mississippi 
coach is making that 
trip to Dallas.

Mississippi and Texas 
Tech accepted bids to 
play in the Cotton Bowl, 
creating a matchup of 
teams responsible for 
the only losses by a pair 
of BCS powers.

Nutt coached his last 
game with Arkansas on 
Nov. 23, 2007, and 
resigned three days 
later. Reggie Herring, 
now the linebackers 
coach for the Dallas 
Cowboys, was the inter-
im coach when the 
Razorbacks lost to 
Missouri in last season’s 
Cotton Bowl.

“It’s just a dream come 
true,” said Nutt, who 
guided the Rebels to an 
8-4 record in his first 
season and agreed to a 
contract extension 
Friday. “I didn’t get a 
chance to come last year. 
I’m definitely coming 
this year.”

The No. 8 Red Raiders 

(11-1) ended the regular 
season in a tie for the 
Big 12 South title with 
Oklahoma and Texas. 
The Sooners advanced 
to the Big 12 champion-
ship game on a tiebreak-
er and will be playing 
for the BCS national 
championship, but 
Texas Tech handed the 
Longhorns their only 
loss this season.

The Red Raiders are 
dealing with uncertainty 
regarding the future of 
coach Mike Leach, who 
interviewed with the 

University  of 
Washington before with-
drawing his name from 
consideration.

Athletic director 
Gerald Myers, who spoke 
to reporters in a confer-
ence call to announce 
the Cotton Bowl teams, 
said Leach has been 
offered a five-year con-
tract extension with a 
“substantial pay raise.”

Leach, who Myers said 
was flying to a postsea-
son awards ceremony, 
did not participate in a 
conference call earlier 

this month.
“We hope to get that 

signed and behind us,” 
Myers said. “I don’t 
think it will be a distrac-
tion at all.”

No. 20 Ole Miss stum-
bled to a 3-4 start despite 
an early 31-30 victory at 
Southeastern Con-
ference champion 
Florida, which will be 
playing the Sooners in 
the title game.

See COTTON, Page 2B
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By NANCY ARMOUR
 AP National Writer

The lesson of 2008: the bigger the 
stage, the better the show. All through 
the year, the top names and most-
hyped events lived up to their bill-
ing.

From Michael Phelps to Usain Bolt, 
from Tiger Woods to Boston’s new 
Big Three, from the Super Bowl to the 
Final Four, the stars always seemed 
to come out at exactly the right 
moment.

“They wanted a show,” Rocco 
Mediate said after Woods beat him on 

the 91st hole at the U.S. Open to win 
his 14th major, “they got one.”

Or in Phelps’ case, more than just 
one.

The lanky 23-year-old from 
Baltimore set his eye on the most hal-
lowed of all Olympic marks — Mark 
Spitz’s seven gold medals in a single 
Summer Games. And he took it down 
in spectacular style: Eight gold med-
als, seven world records and more 
drama than any reality show.

He won his seventh gold by the tee-
niest margin possible, a mere one-
hundredth of a second. The very next 
day, he had to play catch-up on the 

third leg in a medley relay the 
Americans had never lost to get No. 
8.

“There are moments,” Phelps said 
with his typical understatement, “I’ll 
never forget.”

Just as memorable, but a whole lot 
faster, were Bolt’s trio of golds.

Little known outside the track world 
before Beijing, the tall Jamaican 
sprinter burst onto the scene, shatter-
ing his own world record in the 100 
meters — even managing to mug for 
the cameras before he hit the finish 
line.

He got two more gold medals — and 

two more world records — in the 200 
meters and sprint relay, and his post-
race celebrations turned the Bird’s 
Nest into a dance party. Shimmying, 
shaking and swiveling his hips to the 
delight of the crowd, he brought a 
badly needed dose of levity to a sport 
knocked low by doping allegations, 
regardless of what the fun police, aka 
IOC president Jacques Rogge, 
thought.

“They come out and pay their money 
to see a good performance and also to 
see a personality,” Bolt said. “So I go

See 2008, Page 2B

2008: The bigger the stage, the better the show

Upcoming Bowl
Schedule

Today
Outback Bowl
South Carolina vs. Iowa, 10 a.m. (ESPN)

Gator Bowl
Nebraska vs. Clemson, noon (CBS)

Capital One Bowl
Georgia vs. Michigan State, noon (ABC)

Rose Bowl
Penn State vs. USC, 3:30 p.m. (ABC)

Orange Bowl
Cincinnati vs. Virginia Tech, 7:30 p.m. (FOX)

Friday
Cotton Bowl
Mississippi vs. Texas Tech, 1 p.m. (FOX)

Liberty Bowl
Kentucky vs. East Carolina, 4 p.m. (ESPN)

Sugar Bowl
Utah vs. Alabama, 7 p.m. (FOX)

Saturday
International Bowl
Buffalo vs. Connecticut, 11 a.m. (ESPN 2)

Monday
Fiesta Bowl
Ohio State vs. Texas, 7 p.m. (FOX)

Tuesday
GMAC Bowl
Ball State vs. Tulsa, 7 p.m. (ESPN)

Thursday
BCS National Championship
Florida vs. Oklahoma, 7 p.m. (FOX)

AP photo/Tony Gutierrez

Mississippi Coach Houston Nutt, left, and Texas Tech Coach Mike Leach, 
right, shakes hands as they pose for a photo by the 2009 Cotton Bowl trophy 
following a news conference in Irving Tuesday. The two teams play at 1 p.m. 
Friday.

Tech set
for SEC
challenger

AP photo/Julie Jacobson

Miami Dolphins quarterback Chad Pennington (10) motions for a first down after 
running a quarterback sneak on fourth-and-1 in the fourth quarter of an NFL game 
against the New York Jets on Sunday in East Rutherford, N.J. Pennington was named 
the NFL’s Comeback Player of the Year for a second time in his career Wednesday.

By BARRY WILNER
AP Football Writer

NEW YORK  —  Chad Pennington 
has made a comeback from a 
comeback.

The Miami Dolphins quarter-
back won The Associated Press 
2008 NFL Comeback Player of the 
Year award Wednesday, the sec-
ond time in three years 
Pennington has received the 
honor. He also earned it in 2006 
while with the New York Jets.

Pennington is the first player in 
the 11 seasons of the award to win 
it twice.

This time, Pennington was com-
ing back from being benched in 
New York during the 2007 season, 
then discarded this summer when 
the Jets acquired Brett Favre. 
Two years ago, Pennington 
returned from two rotator cuff 
operations in eight months in 
2005 and led the Jets to the play-
offs.

But his work this year in guid-
ing the Miami turnaround from 
1-15 to 11-5 and AFC East cham-
pion was the best of his career.

The Dolphins needed to lean on 
Pennington as a leader as much 
as a passer. 

They rallied around his work 
ethic, his preparation and his 
cool demeanor in the toughest 
circumstances.

Pennington 
named NFL’s
Comeback
Player of Year

By MICHAEL E. YOUNG
The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS  — For 60 years now, 
the panorama of the Cotton 
Bowl Classic — from the small-
est of moments to images that 
linger in football history — has 
unfolded before James “Brad” 
Bradley’s camera lens.

Through the years, he has 
photographed a Who’s Who of 
football greats, the names tum-
bling out — Joe Montana, Bear 
Bryant, Joe Paterno, Vince 
Dooley.

But the biggest, as far as 
Bradley is concerned, may 
have been local boy turned 
football legend Doak Walker.

Walker was just back from 
the service and leading 
Southern Methodist University 
to football prominence when 
Bradley took his first Cotton 
Bowl assignment Jan. 1, 1948, 
at the stadium soon known as 
“The House That Doak Built.”

Craig James, part of SMU’s 
great “Pony Express” backfield 
with Eric Dickerson in the 
1980s, said he’s always happy 
to see Bradley because “he 
brings back a lot of great mem-
ories.”

“He shot my freshman photo 
at SMU, which I have framed 
and proudly displayed in my 
study,” James said. “I can’t 
think of any other photogra-
pher whom you remember as a 
player and whom you took time 
for.”

Dallas shutterbug
has photographed
61 Cotton Bowls



THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 

p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speak-
ers meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open 
birthday night, no smoking meeting the last 
Saturday of each month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to 

noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 
p.m.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and 

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the 
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 
398-5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets 

at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and 
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

CHANGING DATES
• The local National Alliance on Mental Illness 

group meets every two weeks in the basement of 
the Howard County Library. For dates and times, 
contact Ramona Blassingane at 263-9748.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and 

the First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and 
Runnels (north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins 
are welcome. For more information, contact Sherry 
Hodne3tt at 264-7599.
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Dixie Mize Bond
Dixie Mize Bond, 83, of Sweetwater, died 

Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2008, in a Sweetwater hospital. 
Graveside funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 2, 2009, in the Garden City Cemetery 
with the Rev. Lloyd Hagemieier officiating.

She was born Feb. 20, 1925, in Garden City and 
married Joe Bond in 1970 in Champion, Texas. He 
preceded her in death in 2000.

She was raised and attended schools in Garden 
City. She was a homemaker and lived in Sweetwater 
the past 30 years off and on.

Survivors include three sons, Roy Mize and wife 
Betty of Sweetwater, Hollis Mize of China Grove 
Community, Texas, and Tommy Mize of Sweetwater; 
a sister, Vada Witkowski of Sand Springs; eight 
grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren.

Arrangements are under the direction of McCoy 
Funeral Home of Sweetwater.

Your Local Weather
Fri

1/2

70/41
Sunshine.
Highs in the
low 70s and
lows in the
low 40s.

Sat
1/3

73/35
Abundant
sunshine.
Highs in the
low 70s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sun
1/4

54/30
Plenty of sun.
Highs in the
mid 50s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Mon
1/5

50/35
Showers.
Highs in the
low 50s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Tue
1/6

60/32
Plenty of sun.
Highs in the
low 60s and
lows in the
low 30s.
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• The purpose of life is a life of purpose. Join 
Nurses’ Hospice of Big Spring Volunteer program 
today. We  request potential volunteers not to vol-
unteer for one year after a significant loss. Come 
by 1008 E. Third St. or call (432)517-4073.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglect children in 
court in an effort to find each child a safe, nurtur-
ing and permanent home.  CASA currently has 10 
active volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of 
Howard County in foster care. A class is forming in 
Howard County and 20 volunteers are needed. For 
more information on becoming a CASA volunteer, 
please contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

• The Big Spring Salvation Army will be conduct-
ing free blood pressure and glucose screenings 
Dec. 31 from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. at the Army’s 
Corps Building, located at 811 W. Fifth St. The 
screenings are being sponsored by In-Home Care. 
For more information, contact the Salvation Army 
at 267-8239.

• West Texas Opportunities Inc., through a Job 
Access Reverse Commute project with the Texas 
Department of Transportation offers transporta-
tion to employment in Midland, on a limited sched-
ule, Monday through Friday each week. This fixed 
route currently leaves Big Spring at 7 a.m. and 
makes a stop at the EZ Rider bus connection in 
downtown Midland. The route leaves Midland for 
the return to Big spring at 4:15 p.m. As a promo-
tional introduction, no fare is charged. Beginning 
April 1, the daily fare will be from $3 to $8, round-
trip, depending on the number of passengers using 
the service. For more information, call Victor 
Enriquez, JARC coordinator, at West Texas 
Opportunities, (800) 245-9028.

• The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded 
West Texas Opportunities Inc. $130,000 through the 
Texas Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment 
fund. WTO will assist current and former military 
personnel serving in Iraq or Afghanistan and their 
families. Funding will serve Howard, Martin, 
Andrews, Borden, Dawson, Ector, Fisher, Gaines, 
Glasscock, Midland, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry and 
Upton counties. For more information, contact 
Diana Martinez or Debbie Wilson at 110 Johnson in 
Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s Relay for 
Life team is selling cookbooks to raise funds for the 
American Cancer Society. The cookbooks can be 
purchased at the PBX operator’s booth for $10 
apiece. For more information, contact Beverly 
Grant at 268-4952.

• HATS (Hope After The Sadness), an American 
Cancer Society Resource Room is available at First 
Methodist Church. This center provides informa-
tion and valuable resources for those affected by 
cancer. This HATS ministry, established in memo-
ry of the late Rev. Dr Shane Brue, maintains a 
room with free hats, wigs and head coverings avail-
able for check-out by those dealing with hair loss 

due to cancer treatment. Other services and 
resources are also available. Contact the “Hat 
Lady,” Marci Lykken at 267-2915.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer 
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires 
just a few hours commitment each month. To vol-
unteer, or to request a ride for treatment, call (877) 
277-1618, the High Plains American Cancer Group 
Report Center. Anyone wishing to volunteer to 
drive in this program should call Sherry Hodnett, 
president of the Big Spring ACS Board, at 264-7599 
at her office at Home Hospice.

• Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming a 
Compass Hospice volunteer. Help those at the end 
of life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s 
life. Call 263-5999 to begin your journey.

• All Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue has an 
account set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608 N. 
Hwy. 87 for all types of metals and aluminum cans. 
Please tell them that your donations are for All 
Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue. All Creatures 
Sanctuary and Rescue is also still taking weight 
circles off of all Purina brand dog foods. Send your 
Purina Weight Circles, to A.C.S. & R. at P.0, 871, 
Coahoma 79511. All Creatures Sanctuary and 
Rescue is still accepting old and used cell phones 
and ink jet cartridges, for drop off locations in Big 
Spring and Coahoma, Call Melanie at 267-7387.

• Christ Community Fellowship is collecting 
infant car seats and carriers. These are given to 
new mothers who cannot afford them. To donate 
your old or new car seats and carriers, call Karen 
Allen at 263-3517 or leave a message at Christ 
Community Fellowship, 263-love. All donations are 
appreciated.

• New Life Ministries Church of God In Christ is 
holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth 
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The 
meal is free. Call 264-0771 for more information.

• The Pet Patrol helps locate lost pets and owners 
of found pets. To volunteer or for more informa-
tion, call Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).

• Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting 
appointments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesday of each month. Individuals seek-
ing legal advice for matters concerning family law, 
divorce, custody and child support issues, social 
security cases, employment and housing may con-
tact the office to schedule an appointment. Criminal 
cases are not accepted. Anyone recently served 
with legal documents should call the office imme-
diately at 800-926-5630 or 432-686-0647.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in 
critical need of foster families. Foster parents are 
the caretakers for the children in the community 
who have been abused or neglected. For more 
information on becoming foster parents or adop-
tive families, call the Children’s Protective Services 
office at 263-9669.
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Obituaries

Support Groups

Take Note

1. Big Spring state champions – Jordan Valle 
(cross country) and Zach Dawson (1600 meters) each 
claimed individual state titles. Dawson now runs 
long distance and cross country for Texas Tech.

2. Steers football shines – The Steers emerged 
as a dark horse in the 2008 football playoffs, going 
three rounds deep. Big Spring routed Canyon and 
El Paso Riverside in the first two rounds before fall-
ing to No. 2 Everman in the Region I semifinals.  
It was the longest playoff run for Big Spring since 
2002. The team finished 8-5 on the season.

3. Bulldogettes back to state – Coahoma came 
one win shy of winning its second state softball ti-
tle, falling to East Bernard 1-0 in the Class 2A finals. 
Still it was Coahoma’s 10th overall and fourth con-
secutive trip to the state tournament in Austin.

4. Howard baseball nationally ranked – The 
Hawks were ranked as high as second in the NJCAA 
national poll, but failed to win a single game at the 
Region V Tournament in Lubbock. Three Hawks — 
Tyler Ladendorf, Matt Curry and Pedro Villareal — 
were selected in Major League Baseball’s Amateur 
Draft in June. 

5. Hawks fall short of nationals appearance – 
Howard College’s men’s basketball team gave even-
tual national champion South Plains all it could 
handle in the Region V finals, but came up on the 
losing end, 63-57. 

6. Resurgence of Hawk women – The Howard 
College women’s basketball team finally returned 
to the elite of the WJCAC, advancing to the semi-
finals of the Region V Tournament before falling to 
South Plains. It was almost a complete turnaround 
as two seasons earlier the Hawks didn’t win a single 
conference game.

7. Tannehill rising – Former Big Spring Steers 
quarterback Ryan Tannehill emerged as the Texas 
A&M Aggies top wide receiver in the 2008 season, 
finishing the year with 55 receptions for 844 yards 
and five touchdowns. Tannehill was voted the Ag-
gies’ Offensive Most Valuable Player by his team-
mates and coaches for his efforts. 

8. Lady Steers softball makes some noise – Big 
Spring advanced to the regional quarterfinals be-
fore bowing out to district-rival Frenship, 5-0 and 
1-0. Frenship didn’t lose a single District 4-4A game 
and the Lady Steers were the only squad capable of 
even scaring the Lady Tigers.

9. Big Spring cross country wins district again 
– The Steers proved to be the most enduring group 
in District 4-4A, walking away with their sixth con-
secutive district title. Big Spring’s top five runners 
each finished in the field’s top 10 with Jordan Valle 
winning the race, while Kade Parkere placed sec-
ond. 

10. Lady Steers end long losing streak – After 
finishing 0-28 in the 2007 girls basketball season, Big 
Spring started its 2008 campaign with two straight 
wins over Snyder and Fort Stockton, ending a tu-
multuous losing streak.

Top local sports
stories of 2008
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out there and give them 
a show.”

The Chinese spared 
no expense for their 
coming-out party, and it 
was a smashing success: 
beautiful venues, open-
ing ceremonies with 
enough kilowatt power 
to make Las Vegas 
blush, even several days 
of blue skies. Phelps and 
Bolt weren’t the only 
athletes equal to the 
grand setting.

Dara Torres reminded 
us that age is just a num-
ber with three silver 
medals at 41, while 
Nastia Liukin was the 
picture of grace and ele-
gance, on and off the 
gymnastics floor. The 
Redeem Team did every-
thing the NBA could 
have asked from their 
multimillionaires, roll-
ing over almost every 
opponent but doing it 
with such class you 
couldn’t help but like 
them.

We felt a little unset-
tled once the grandeur 
of the Beijing Games 
faded, and it had noth-
ing to do with a post-
Olympic hangover, the 
annual dread of a BCS 
debacle, Brett Favre’s 
new uniform or the knee 
injury that turned Tom 
Brady into a couch pota-
to.

The economy is in 
deep trouble, and sports 
were quick to feel the 
hit. There were layoffs 
at the NFL, the NBA and 
Major League Baseball’s 
Internet division, and 
the Arena Football 
League is taking a break 

for at least a year. 
There’s hardly a team 
in NASCAR that hasn’t 
felt the pinch.

Of course, none of that 
stopped the New York 
Yankees from shower-
ing CC Sabathia with 
$161 million. But then, 
the rich always have 
always been different or 
maybe, as baseball uber-
agent Scott Boras likes 
to point out, they just 
use a “very different 
economic model than 
the real world.”

But no matter which 
model you used, 2008 
delivered plenty of bang 
for the buck.

A Super Bowl that was 
expected to be the coro-
nation of Bill Belichick’s 
New England Patriots 
as the greatest NFL 
team ever turned into 
something even better, 
thanks to Eli Manning 
and the New York 
Giants.

Emerging from his big 
brother’s shadow — and 
a pack of New England 
defenders — Manning 
and David “How did he 
do that?” Tyree led the 
Giants on a frenzied, 
frantic, game-winning 
drive that gave the 
Super Bowl its best fin-
ish ever. Ruined the 
Patriots’ perfect season, 
too.

Said Manning, whose 
performance gave his 
family back-to-back 
Super Bowl MVPs: “You 
can’t write a better 
script.”

Maybe not. But that 
didn’t keep Memphis 
and Kansas from trying 
in the NCAA champion-
ship game.

The title was going to 
Graceland until 
Memphis squandered a 

9-point lead with 2:12 
left by missing four free 
throws down the stretch. 
With 2.1 seconds on the 
clock and no time-outs, 
Mario Chalmers coolly 
knocked down a 3 to 
force overtime — the 
first in a title game since 
1997.

Overtime was all 
Kansas, as the Jayhawks 
pulled away for their 
first title in 20 years.

“Ten seconds to go, 
we’re thinking we’re 
national champs,” 
Memphis coach John 
Calipari said mournful-
ly. “All of a sudden a kid 
makes a shot, and we’re 
not.”

The state of Tennessee 
did not go titleless, how-
ever, with Candace 
Parker and Pat Summit’s 
Lady Vols winning their 
second in a row. Parker 
also picked up an 
Olympic gold medal 
with the U.S. team, and 
won both the WNBA’s 
rookie of the year and 
MVP honors.

Going the (extra) dis-
tance was something of 
a theme in 2008.

The Philadelphia 
Phillies finally got their 
World Series title two 
days after the decisive 
Game 5 began. Hey, 
when a city’s waited 25 
years for a major cham-
pionship, what’s a little 
rain delay?

Dusk had turned to 
dark by the time Rafa 
and Roger’s epic battle 
at Wimbledon was set-
tled, the longest men’s 
final in the history of 
the 121-year-old tourna-
ment. Only fitting, real-
ly. Deposing a king is 
never easy work, and 
Rafael Nadal needed a 
victory over Roger 
Federer on a surface 
other than clay to prove 
he truly is the Swiss 
master’s equal.

Or maybe better. With 
his victory at 
Wimbledon, along with 
a fourth straight French 
Open title and gold 
medal at the Beijing 
Olympics, Nadal broke 
Federer’s stranglehold 
on No. 1.

And then there was 
Tiger.

Limping his way 

around hilly Torrey 
Pines on a knee worse 
than anyone knew, 
Woods forced a playoff 
with a 12-foot birdie on 
the final stroke of regu-
lation. After blowing a 
three-shot lead with 
eight holes to play, he 
sent it into OT again 
with yet another birdie 
on the 18th hole.

Finally, on the 91st 
hole, Woods prevailed. 
It was his 14th major 
title, leaving him just 
four shy of matching 
Jack Nicklaus’ record.

“It was just unreal,” 
Woods said. “It was 
back and forth, back 
and forth. And 90 holes 
wasn’t enough.”

Apparently, it was. 
Two days after the Open, 
he announced he need-
ed surgery and would 
miss the rest of the sea-
son, including the last 
two majors and the 
Ryder Cup.

That’s a gaping hole 
for golf to fill, but 
Padraig Harrington 
managed quite nicely. 
The Irishman overcame 
a sore wrist and a resur-
gent Greg Norman to 
win his second straight 
British Open, then 
added the PGA 
Championship a month 
later.

Without Woods, the 
Americans’ chances of 
ending their oh-fer 
streak at the Ryder Cup 
seemed as likely as Bill 
Murray being named 
the greenskeeper at the 
Valhalla Golf Club. But 
without Woods and his 
dominating presence, 
U.S. captain Paul 
Azinger got the rest of 
his rugged individual-
ists to buy into the team 
concept, and they 
responded with their 
first victory since 1999.

“I poured my heart 
and soul into this for 
two years,” Azinger 
said. “The players 
poured their heart and 
soul into this for one 
week. They deserved 
it.”

So, too, did the Boston 
Celtics.

The Celtics may have 
hit the talent mother-
lode when they added 
Kevin Garnett and Ray 

Allen to a team that 
already had Paul Pierce. 
But prolific scorers 
don’t always play nice 
together — too much 
ego, not enough ball — 
and there was no telling 
if Boston’s new Big 
Three could work as 
seamlessly as the origi-
nal had.

No worries there. 
Garnett, Allen and 
Pierce were so unselfish 
they could give Miss 
Manners some tips, and 
together they steam-
rolled the Los Angeles 
Lakers for Boston’s 17th 
NBA title.

“I hope we made you 
proud,” Garnett said 
when he found Bill 
Russell, the Celtic great 
turned mentor.

“You sure did,” Russell 
said.

Might just do it again, 
too, the way they’ve 
been running rough-
shod on takers from the 
East, West and every-
where in between this 
season.

Auto racing gave us a 
couple of big firsts and 
one really big third. 
Danica Patrick broke 
IndyCar’s gender barri-
er on Victory Lane 
while Lewis Hamilton 
became the youngest 
and first black Formula 
One champion. As for 
Jimmie Johnson, he 
just kept on winnin’, 
matching Cale 
Yarborough as the only 
drivers to win three 
straight NASCAR Cup 
championships.

Lorena Ochoa ruled 
the LPGA. Again. She 
won seven times, includ-
ing her second major 
title at the Kraft Nabisco 
Championship, and was 
player of the year for a 
third straight season.

The Williams sisters 
were back to their domi-
nant selves, facing each 
other in yet another all-
Williams final at 
Wimbledon — their 
third, for those keeping 
score — where it was 
advantage, Venus. 
Serena won the U.S. 
Open, and they ganged 
up on everybody else to 
win their second 
Olympic gold medal in 
doubles.

Lance Armstrong is 
back, too, following 
Favre’s lead and com-
ing out of retirement for 
a go at his eighth Tour 
de France title.

And how’s this for a 
switch: While baseball’s 
version of the Billionaire 
Boys Club missed the 
playoffs for the first 
time since 1993, the 
Tampa Bay Rays won 
the American League 

pennant. Yes, those 
same Rays who were so 
bad their first 10 years 
they never even sniffed 
a winning record, let 
alone the postseason.

“It’s powerful what we 
got done this year,” 
Rays manager Joe 
Maddon said. “And I 
know, from my perspec-
tive, this is just the 
beginning.”

For others, 2008 was 
the end. Some, like 
Annika Sorenstam, 
Greg Maddux, Justine 
Henin and Mike 
Mussina, went out on 
their own terms, while 
others — this means 
you, Barry Bonds and 
Roger Clemens — final-
ly wore out their wel-
come.

There were also those 
who left before we got 
the chance to say good-
bye. Longtime NFL 
union head Gene 
Upshaw died just a few 
days after being diag-
nosed with pancreatic 
cancer, and few had 
even known he was ill. 
Eight Belles broke down 
after finishing second 
to Big Brown at the 
Kentucky Derby. New 
York Rangers prospect 
Alexei Cherepanov, 
only 19, collapsed dur-
ing a Russian league 
game and died.

As great as most of 
2008 was, however, not 
everybody got with the 
program.

Big Brown stormed 
through the Kentucky 
Derby and the 
Preakness, giving us 
hope we might actually 
see a Triple Crown win-
ner for the first time 
since 1978. But he 
flopped at Belmont, eas-
ing home to a last-place 
finish.

Sean Avery got him-
self suspended, and the 
only shocker was that it 
came from crude com-
ments off the ice, not his 
thuggishness on it. 
Pacman Jones earned 
another timeout from 
NFL commissioner 
Roger Goodell. Plaxico 
Burress shot himself in 
the thigh after acciden-
tally pulling the trigger 
on a handgun in his 
pants while he fumbled 
a drink.

But nobody compares 
to the Bowl 
Championship Series, 
which extended its 
whining streak for 
another year.

Last year’s title game 
between LSU and Ohio 
State was a dog — no, 
SEC, you can’t add the 
Buckeyes to the confer-
ence — and the BCS has 
all of Texas seeing crim-
son this year. The 
Longhorns beat 
Oklahoma, both teams 
ended up in a three-way 
tie atop the bruising Big 
12 South, yet it’s the 
Sooners who will face 
Florida in the title 
game.

Huh?
Add in one-loss USC, 

Penn State, Alabama 
and Texas Tech, and it’s 
no wonder even 
President-elect Barack 
Obama is calling for a 
playoff system.

“Any sensible person 
would say that if you’ve 
got a bunch of teams 
who played throughout 
the season, and many of 
them have one loss or 
two losses, there’s no 
clear, decisive winner, 
that we should be creat-
ing a playoff system,” 
Obama said in a “60 
Minutes” interview.

It’s never too early to 
start a to-do list for 
2009.
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Last Cotton Game At The 

Must Sell
4 Tickets All Together

(254) 760-1077
15528

Cotton Bowl

Local Resident Selling Tickets

4 Tickets to 
Parking Ticket Included

Friday, Jan. 2, 2009 
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Have a Safe and Happy Holiday
As part of the tradition, we’re counting our blessings and are 

truly thankful for your valued patronage.
Here’s hoping you have a wonderful holiday complete

with all the trimmings that make it so special.

POLLARD
Chevrolet - Buick - Cadillac

1501 E. 4th                          267-7421
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The turning point for the Rebels 
came in Nutt’s return to Arkansas, a 
game that Ole Miss won 23-21 and 
started its current five-game winning 
streak.

“We were very charitable the first 

few weeks giving things away,” Nutt 
said. “It was tough to flip the switch 
in making them believe they’re good 
enough. Things took off when we 
went to Arkansas.”

Texas Tech was in the running for 
the BCS national title game until los-
ing 65-21 to Oklahoma on Nov. 22. 
Texas, which will be playing Ohio 
State in the Fiesta Bowl, is the other 
Big 12 team in a BCS game.

“We’re coming from one of the two 
toughest conferences in the country,” 
Red Raiders defensive coordinator 
Ruffin McNeill said. “We feel good 
about our season and progress. We 
understand the conference is going to 
put out two top teams in the BCS.”

Ole Miss and Texas Tech have twice 
met in bowl games, the Rebels win-
ning the 1986 and 1998 Independence.

The teams last met in the 2003 regu-

lar season when B.J. Symons threw 
for 661 yards in a 49-45 Red Raiders 
victory.

Texas Tech still has that prolific 
passing game with quarterback 
Graham Harrell and receiver Michael 
Crabtree, a Dallas native.

“They easily could have played for 
the championship of the Big 12,” Nutt 
said. “They’re a very tough chal-
lenge.”
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cards filled throughout the year. Tommy Sullivan, 
chief of the Howard County Volunteer Fire 
Department, said his crews responded to more 
than 300 fire calls during the year, a record the 
HCVFD would rather have not set.

“In my 15 years with the department, this is the 
worst year we’ve ever had,” Sullivan said. “In 
2007, we had 147 calls and this year we’ve had 326 
calls.”

The reason was plenty of tall, dead grass in the 
county — “There was just too much fuel out there,” 
Sullivan noted.

No fatalities or serious injuries were reported as 
a result of the conflagration, but property damage 
was immense. No total estimate is available, but 
easily reached seven figures, officials said. Homes 
in the Kentwood and Silver Heels additions were 
destroyed in separate fires in the spring.

The Settles Hotel, Big Spring’s “grand old lady” 
was getting herself a much-need-
ed facelift.

Led by Gov. Rick Perry and a 
large group of state and local offi-
cials, ceremonies were held Aug. 
21 to commemorate the start of a 
$20 million restoration project on 
the hotel, for years Big Spring’s 
most notable landmark.

The building, erected in 1930, 
was a destination of choice for travelers for many 
years, but has been vacant and in an advanced 
state of dilapidation for more than two decades.

Enter G. Brint Ryan.
Ryan, a Dallas developer native to Big Spring 

worked for more than two years laying the ground-
work for the project before the formal kickoff in 
August.

“One thing I’ve known since the day I met Brint 
Ryan is that this thing was going to get done,” Big 
Spring Mayor Russ McEwen. “ ... All I can say is 
thank God that Brint Ryan has a passion for the 
Settles Hotel.”

Ryan’s brother, Kris, who will oversee the res-
toration, said the project should be completed by 
October 2010.

In the span of one week in June, Big Spring 
took a big economic hit with the 
announcement that Solitaire 
Homes and StarTek Inc. would 
close its local operations.

Solitaire, which produces 
manufactured housing, cited the 
inability to sustain a large enough 
work force, while StarTek blamed 
“changing business needs” as the 
reason for closing its doors in Big 

Spring.
Combined, the two companies employed more 

than 300 local residents.

The years-long dispute between Alon USA — 
owner of the Big Spring Refinery 
— and the Howard County Tax 
Appraisal District was finally 
resolved in September.

The dispute, which severe-
ly impacted taxing entities in 
the county such as Big Spring 
Independent School District and 
the city of Big Spring, ended when 
the tax district formally agreed to 

the settlement.
Under terms of the agreement, Alon agreed to pay 

almost $500 million to cover the three years under 
dispute (2006 through 2008).

The company agreed to tax levies of $130 million 
for 2006, $185 million for 2007 and $175 million for 
2008.

An investigation into alleged improprieties 
proved fatal to the edu-
cational career of Big 
Spring Independent 
School District 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Michael Downes, who 
resigned in June.

The Texas Education 
Agency had been 
investigating Downes 

since November 2007, when a complaint 
was filed with the agency’s certification division 

alleging improper conduct by the superintendent 
during previous stops in his education career.

BSISD trustees accepted Downes’ resignation 
during a special meeting in late June.

Downes’ dispute with TEA ended in December 
when he voluntarily surrendered his education cer-
tificates to the agency. The action means Downes 
can no longer hold teaching or administrative posi-
tions in any Texas public school system.

A new BSISD superintendent is expected to be 
hired by February or March 2009, school officials 
said.

In February, San Angelo Diocese officials 
announced that all four Howard County Catholic 

churches would be consolidated 
into a single parish effective in 
May.

Sacred Heat, Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, St. Thomas and St. Joseph 
churches all retained their names 
but would operate as Holy Trinity 
Parish, said the Rev. Michael D. 
Pfeifer, bishop of San Angelo.

Heading the new parish is the 
Rev. Bernard Gully, a West Texas native who came 
to Big Spring from Andrews. Joining Gully is the 
Rev. Ariel Lagunilla, who is the parish’s new asso-
ciate parish pastor.

One senseless act of arson saddened and outraged 
Big Spring residents in December.

Damage from the Dec. 9 fire that 
almost destroyed the Kids Zone 
children’s play area at Comanche 
Trail Park was estimated at 
between $30,000 and $50,000, but 
officials were seeing red for more 
than just economics.

“We’re outraged that someone 
would try to brurn up an area 
designated to bring the children 

of the community pleasure,” McEwen said. “We’re 
hoping a $5,000 reward will help shake some fruit 
from the tree.”

No arrests were announced in connection with 
the case by year’s end.

A pair of ceremonies during 2008 highlighted this 
area’s devotion to its military veterans.

On Memorial Day, hundreds gathered at the local 
Vietnam Memorial for the unveil-
ing of the All-Veterans Monument. 
Funded by private donations and 
built by volunteers, the monu-
ment — a six-sided obelisk — paid 
tribute to veterans of all branches 
of the military service.

Big Spring’s sole Medal of Honor 
recipient, George O’Brien, was 
honored during Veteran’s Day 

celebrations at the local VA Medical Center in 

November.
A statue of O’Brien, who received the Medal of 

Honor for bravery during the Korean Conflict, was 
unveiled on the hospital grounds.

Other stories of note in 2008 included:
• William C. “Bill” Crooker, the first Republican 

elected to Howard County office, retired in 
December after 40 years as a county commis-
sioner.

• A $34 
m i l l i o n 
bond, which 
would have   
f i n a n c e d 
construction 
of a “mega” 
e lementary 
campus, was 
overwhelm-
ingly defeated 
by BSISD vot-
ers in May.

• Plans for a 
county health 
center, which 
will provide 
health care 
to indigent 
p a t i e n t s 
in Howard 
County, were 
announced in 
September.

• Billy Ray 
Nelson, the 
only Howard 
C o u n t y 
resident on 
Texas’ death 
row, had his 
s e n t e n c e 
reduced to 
life without 
the possibility of parole in July.

• Hayes Stripling Jr. and Janice Bond were 
named Man and Woman of the Year during the 
Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
banquet in January.
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KING’S KIDS is an after school program that meets 
Tuesday and Thursday at the Coahoma Church of Christ, 
311 North Second Street. There is no charge for the program 
but registration is necessary. The program includes trans-
portation from school to the church building where there 
will be refreshments, a devotional, tutoring, games and 
crafts until 5:30 p.m. For more information or to enroll, 
please call (432) 394-4277.

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.................................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship...........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship.............................................6:00 PM
Wednesday Class..........................................7:00 PM

15498

KING’S KIDS
3:45-5:30

Tuesdays and Thursdays

COAHOMA CHURCH  OF CHRIST
311 North Second Street

(432) 394-4277

MARIBEL’S
HANDBAGS & MORE

1801 E FM 700 • 432-714-4630
(Big Spring Mall)

We’d like to send a special thanks to all our 

customers for all their support in 2008 and look 

forward to seeing you again in the New Year
18695

Klassic Kleaners
Same Day
Service

Available
Tuxedo Rentals Available 9046

2107 S. Gregg • 263-7004

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 05/03/09
16049

Sherry Wegner Insurance Agency
A Equal Opportunity Provider

1902 N. HWY 87                                              267-2555

18776

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288
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Kids Zone, the children’s playground area at Comanche Trail Park, was heavily damaged by fire in 
December. Officials ruled arson as the cause of the blaze.

Downes

Subscribe today

HERALD file photo

Renovation has begun on the his-
toric Settles Hotel.
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$ 4 0 0  T O  $ 1 , 0 0 0  P R O F I T  P E R  M O N T H

But the rewards are great! I work for myself and
make a good living. I take responsibility for my performance

- it’s all up to me. A lot of people depend on me, and I
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Contracts are available now for motor route 
carriers. For information, call 432-263-7331.

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

CEMETERY PLOTS at Trinity 
Memorial for sale. 3 plots in 
Canaan, great location. $1,000. 
o.b.o. Sells for $1,700. 
bugnurse@yahoo.com or 
(806)262-4034.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING Independent 
School District hiring cashiers, 
cooks, and line servers. Please 
apply online at 
www.bsisd.esc.18.net. 
No phone calls please.

BIG SPRING Oil Company, 
needs experienced Tool 
Pusher. Must be able to pass 
drug test. Competitive salary 
and limited benefits. Most work 
within 60 miles of Big Spring or 
Snyder. Please send resume 
to: PO Box 1870, Big Spring, 
TX 79721.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a full-time RN 
Position. Great hours, friendly 
atmosphere and Benefits. 
Sign-On Bonus $2500.00. Call 
for appointment 
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Police Officer 

$15.47-$16.25/hr
Jailer 

IT Specialist
Heavy Equipment Operator

Mechanic Helper
Part Time Cook

Code Enforcement Officer
For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

Equal Opportunity Employer

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now seeking a 
full time Charge Nurse. We of-
fer competitive pay, Retire-
ment, Vacation, and a fun, 
friendly atmosphere. Apply in 
person or online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 
3200 Parkway, Big Spring, Tx. 
(432)263-4041.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Help Wanted

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home
We recognize our employees 

are our greatest asset,
providing flexible schedules 

and one of the most attractive 
benefits packet. 

Currently hiring the following 
positions:

Licensed Vocational Nurse
Shift- 2-10

Became a part of our Team in 
January 2009 and have BCBS 
health and dental insurance, 
and a free life insurance policy 
effective February 1st.
Salary Based On Experience

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432)268-8387
Fax (432)268-1987 

“Equal Opportunity Employer”
badominguez@

sears-methodist.com

NOW HIRING full time/ part 
time employees at WES-T-GO.  
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

PART  TIME Secretary. Office 
experience helpful. Apply 1711 
Hwy. 350. No Phone Calls.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

Help Wanted
PLANT SUPERVISOR needed 
for Ameri-Tech Building Sys-
tems. Experience required in 
Portable Metal Building Manu-
facturing. Competitive Salary 
and Benefits available. Email to 
kwr_atbs@yahoo.com or fax to 
254-938-2762. EOE

POLLARD CHEVROLET is 
taking applications for Body 
shop repair/ technician. Experi-
ence required. Must have on 
tools. Benefits: Health & Life in-
surance,  401(k).  Apply in per-
son.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Avg. Pay $20/hr, $57K/yr in-
cluding Federal Benefits, OT. 
Placed by adSource, not affili-
ated w/ USPS who hires.   
1-866-795-4058.

SALESMAN NEEDED at Ma-
dry Motorplex. Energetic, out-
going personality, and sales 
experience a plus. Please ap-
ply in person at 403 W. 4th. 
432-267-2285.

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full & 
Part time Cashiers. Apply in 
person at any Shell Star Stop 
in Big Spring. Drug Free Envi-
ronment.

TEXAS CAJUN Cafe, now hir-
ing wait staff. Apply in person 
at 802 West I-20 between the 
Exxon & Advantage Inn Motel.

WANTED DRILLING Supervi-
sor with at least 7 years experi-
ence. For Sharp Image Energy 
Inc. Please send resumes  to 
P.O. Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

Help Wanted
WANTED OIL and Gas Drilling 
Engineer with at least 7 years 
experience and Reservoir En-
gineer experience would be 
helpful in their job application. 
For Sharp Image Energy Inc. 
Please send resumes  to P.O. 
Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

WANTED! FUN people for a 
new fun business. The pat-
ented product. Experienced 
networkers preferred. Up 
Scene Income! 
1-877-355-0617.

Items for Sale

2 NEW Twin Mattress Sets, will 
separate, and take $95 per set. 
Factory Sealed. 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
Cherry sleigh-bed solid wood 
still in box with mattress set, 
both new $395. 432-664-8980.

4PC LEATHER Sofa and 
Love brand new has War-
ranty Will take $650. 
432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
3 pcs King Pillow Top Mattress 
Set still in plastic w/Factory 
Warranty. $235. 432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD FOR Sale. 
$250.00 per cord, $150.00  per 
half cord. Call 432-213-3399.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

Items for Sale
NO SPRINGS or coils MEM-
ORY FOAM mattress set, pres-
sure relieving sleep, New with 
warranty, $385. 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
NEW Canopy Bed with Mat-
tress Set, Still pkgd brand new. 
$289. 432-664-8980.

QUEEN MATTRESS with box 
both are new with warranty. 
$135. Frame available. 
432-664-8980.
-----------------------------------------
Brand New 5pc Micro fiber 
Sofa/Love seat, with War-
ranty. $550. 432-664-8980.

Lost and Found
FOUND CHINESE Pug in the 
Wasson Road area. Call 
(432)466-3025 after 5:00 p.m. 
(432)267-4804.

FOUND MALE Border Collie or 
Cow dog puppy. Collar with no 
tags.  On Jeffrey Road. Please 
call 432-263-5545 to claim.

FOUND- NEXT to Carleton 
House off 700. Rottweiler/ Pit 
Bull mixed older dog. Was in-
jured. Call Pet Patrol 
432-267-7387.

LOST 2 female Boston Terriers 
last seen on the 400 block of 
Westover. Please call 
(432)264-9026.

LOST! DECEMBER 22nd, 
Leatherette photo album with 
personnel snapshots in the 
50’s. Engraved “Patsy Morton”. 
Vicinity of Hearn, Vicky Streets 
and Hwy 87. If found call Patsy 
Sharpnack, (432)263-2622, 
(432)816-1079.

On the Farm
EQUIPMENT FOR Sale: John 
Deere 7610 (1700hrs.), Kinze 
Planter, CMC Module Builder, 
SS Sprayer (60ft.), Lister (9 
row), Chisel (17 shank), Yetter 
Rotary Hoe (30ft.), Allway Flail 
Shredder, Rhino Offset, and Bi-
son Blade (8ft.). Call 
432-399-4406.

EZELL KEY 
FEED & GRAIN

98 Lancaster
(432)267-8112

Big Spring, Texas 79720
NOW OPEN TILL 4:00PM 

ON SATURDAYS
We have all your 

Feed Needs
Palmer 

High Pro 
Jocaby 

Moormans Feed Food
COME SEE US!!!

Pets
AKC REGISTERED Miniature 
Dachshund Dapple Puppies. 
On the 25th of December will 
be 6 weeks old. $300.00 each. 
Call (432)816-2479.

Real Estate for Rent
1746 PURDUE 3 Bdr., 1 bath, 
single car garage, fenced yard. 
CH/A. $750.00 Month, $600.00 
deposit. Call 432-263-3689.

2 BEDROOM, 1 bath for rent. 
Central heat, partially furnished 
Stove & refrigerator. $350.00 
month, $200.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)268-6424.

426 DALLAS- Nice 1 Bedroom 
house. CH/A. $500 Month, 
$200 deposit. No Pets. Call 
432-935-8297.
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Congress calling Detroit incompetent?

Finding someone unpardonable

I
’m always conflicted 
when I watch some fat-cat 
miscreant being worked 
over at a Congressional 

hearing. 
On the one hand, the person 

on the spit usually deserves it.  
He or she has almost certainly 
violated the public 
trust in a way so 
obvious that it 
caught even the 
half-closed eye 
of Congress.  It’s 
good to see vic-
tims squirm as 
the senators and 
congresspersons 
pound them with 
questions that are 
more like bills of 
indictment. 

That enjoyment 
is mitigated, however, by the 
fact that it is Congress asking 
the questions.  The sight of a 
politician clothed in righteous 
outrage, upbraiding someone 
for sleazy behavior and bad 
decision-making reaches a level 
of hypocrisy that is well beyond 
the reach of all but television 
evangelists. 

The subjects of these hearings-
--in an effort to curry favor---
generally accept their public 
chastisement humbly; thus the 
meekness of the auto executives 
who appeared before Congress 
last month in search of a few 
stray billions left over from the 
Wall Street bailout. 

They were refused, ultimately, 
and lectured to as though they 
were high school students who 
had been caught smoking in the 
parking lot.  They were told that 
they were dumb; how dare they 
come to Washington in their 

corporate jets when they were 
asking for a handout.  They were 
told they deserved to lose their 
jobs and their companies to fail.  
They were a black mark on the 
escutcheon of Free Market Capi-
talism, they were told. 

To which our captains of in-
dustry answered “Yes, Massa,” 
or words to that effect. 

Just once I’d like to see one 
of the witnesses at a hearing 
respond in kind.  For example, 
an auto executive under attack 
might have said:

“I may be a bad man, I don’t 
know.  I may even be a stupid 
man who doesn’t deserve the re-
sponsibilities and rewards he’s 
been given.  I’ll let others make 
those judgments. 

“I do know this, however: You 
are not the people to make the 
case against me. 

“You’ve gotten us into a point-
less war at enormous cost, 
defending people who hate us.  
You’ve run up the largest federal 
deficit in our history without a 
clue as to how you’re going to 
repay it, other than later.” 

“You ignored the warning sig-
nals given off by the savings and 
loan scandals and the collapse 
of Enron, letting dodgy financial 
schemes proliferate unchecked 
until they imploded, taking the 
economy with them. 

“And us with them too, don’t 
forget that. 

“Have we been behind the 
curve in developing fuel-efficient 
cars?  Yes we have.  But don’t 
tell me we’re making cars that 
people don’t want to buy. 

“Last year General Motors out-
sold Toyota in the United States 
by 1.2 million vehicles.  Ford 
sold 850,000 more vehicles than 

Honda and Chrysler sold more 
than Nissan and Hyundai com-
bined.  Sales for those foreign 
manufacturers, and Mercedes 
too by the way, are down by 
almost as much as ours are this 
year. 

“We can’t sell cars because 
people are afraid; they’re afraid 
that the economic policies you 
put in place will bring them to 
ruin.  We can’t sell cars because 
potential buyers can’t get loans, 
another gift your stewardship of 
the economy has given us. 

“Now you want to appoint a 
car czar to run the auto indus-
try?  Give me a break.  Off your 
record you guys couldn’t run a 
car wash. 

“Some of you suggest bank-
ruptcy as a remedy for our 
problems. 

Terrific idea.  If you were go-
ing to buy a $30,000 item whose 
resale value is an important 
consideration and you had your 
choice between a company that 
was in bankruptcy and one 
that wasn’t, which would you 
choose?  I thought so. 

“Look, give me the money or 
don’t.  In the meantime I’m go-
ing back to Detroit---by plane---to 
keep trying to save my company.  
I could use your help and so 
could the three million Ameri-
cans who depend on the auto 
industry for their livelihood.” 

I’m not saying that approach 
would work, but it would be 
great to see. 

Don Kaul is a two-time Pu-
litzer Prize-losing Washington 
correspondent who, by his own 
account, is right more than he’s 
wrong. E-mail him at dkaul@
earthlink.net.

I
f President Bush had been 
looking for a textbook case 
of a federal offender who 
should never win a presi-

dential pardon, Isaac R. Toussie 
would fit the bill. Toussie is the 
sort of amoral swell who contrib-
uted to the 2008 
mortgage melt-
down.

In 2001, he 
pleaded guilty 
to making false 
statements to 
the Department 
of Housing and 
Urban Develop-
ment. In 2002 he 
pleaded guilty to 
mail fraud in a 
scam to get Suffolk 
County, N.Y., to 
overpay for land.

The New York Times noted, 
“The name of Isaac Toussie is 
detested by many working-class 
people in the New York metro-
politan area. In 2001, several 
hundred of them sued in Federal 
District Court, accusing Mr. 
Toussie and his father of master-
minding a scheme in which in-
experienced or first-time buyers 
were promised affordable and 
comfortable suburban houses 
but instead were sold shoddily 
built homes in poor neighbor-
hoods and saddled by mortgage 
payments that shot up surpris-
ingly.” According to Newsday, a 
pardon would clear the way for 
Toussie — who already served 
his five-month prison sentence 
— to win back his real estate 
license.

And the fact that Toussie’s 
father recently and uncharacter-
istically donated $28,500 to the 
Republican National Committee 
would taint any presidential par-

don with a pay-to-play stench.
Yet on Dec. 23, as Bush was 

working on exiting the White 
House on a high note, came 
the pardon that never should 
have happened. It was then 
followed by a Dec. 24 announce-
ment by Press Secretary Dana 
Perino that Bush was rescinding 
Toussie’s pardon “based on in-
formation that has subsequently 
come to light.”

Credit Bush for taking back a 
bad executive decision, although 
some experts assert that can-
not be done. If Bush had done 
nothing, the Toussie story likely 
would have been buried among 
stories on retail sales slumps, 
violence in Gaza and the latest 
proofs of President-elect Barack 
Obama’s impressive physique.

Perino’s statement explained 
that Bush granted the pardon 
based on the advice of the White 
House counsel, Fred Fielding.

She also told reporters Fielding 
was unaware of any GOP contri-
butions. Talk about shoddy staff 
work.

And you have to wonder 
if Fielding would have done 
the necessary homework if 
Toussie’s lawyer had not been 
Bradford A. Berenson, a former 
Bush associate White House 
counsel.

My fear is that the negative 
fallout from the Toussie story 
will prompt Bush to issue fewer 
pardons and commutations. 
Bush has been too stingy with 
this power, even as the foolish 
inflexibility of federal manda-
tory minimum sentences has 
created many worthy recipients. 
Among them: Clarence Aaron, 
who is serving a life-without-
parole sentence for a first-time 
nonviolent drug offense. Add 

Ignacio Ramos and Jose Com-
pean, two Border Patrol agents 
sentenced to 11 years and 12 
years respectively for shooting 
and wounding a fleeing drug 
smuggler in 2005 and covering 
up the incident.

What’s the difference between 
Aaron, Ramos and Compean 
and the individuals who rated 
a Bush pardon or commuta-
tion? My guys aren’t well con-
nected, but they also were not 
career criminals. Aaron was 
a college student who made a 
serious criminal decision — and 
deserved to serve some prison 
time. Ramos and Compean cov-
ered up the questionable shoot-
ing of a fleeing drug smuggler. 
Yes, juries found all three men 
guilty, but juries had no input 
into their draconian sentences.

Only the president of the 
United States has the power to 
right the wrongness of their 
sentences. Only Bush can bring 
justice — for in these cases, a 
commutation would not bring 
mercy but justice — to men who 
have known mindless punish-
ment without leavening propor-
tion.

The outrage is not simply that 
a well-connected white white-
collar criminal won a pardon. It 
also would be an outrage if Bush 
failed to do right by Aaron, an 
unconnected African-American 
man serving life for a first-time 
nonviolent offense, and two La-
tino Border Patrol agents who, 
if they did break the law, did so 
in the heat of the chase, not the 
cool of a boardroom.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.

COPYRIGHT 2008 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE INC.

A
s we enter a new year, it is time to 
take a few minutes to take stock of 
where we want to go both individu-
ally and collectively during the next 

12 months. It’s a point we’ve made before in this 
space and it remains as true as ever.

If we haven’t already taken personal stock, 
now is the time to ask ourselves what we want to 
change in our lives and what needs to be done to 
effect those changes.

Certainly, many of us seek better health and 
will make resolutions to change our diets and ex-
ercise routines. The important thing is to follow 
through — to make lifestyle changes.

And many more of us will seek to improve our 
spiritual lives. That is an area in each of our lives 
in which there is always room for improvement.

Others will more than likely seek to be more 
loving or caring with regard to family members 
and friends.

Community-wide, we believe the outlook for 
Big Spring remains a positive one. And, although 
it seems as if we’re somewhat challenged as a na-
tion right now, we’re convinced the same holds 
true for both our state and nation for the long 
run.

And we’re very excited about the renovation of 
the Settles Hotel building which will soon get un-
der way downtown.

There are encouraging signs in many areas. Yes, 
we’re all challenged to some extent, but it’s good 
to see the new Howard County Jail construction 
project still on schedule and the ongoing Settles 
project under way.

While lower gasoline prices are good news to 
our pocketbooks, there’s no question that lower 
prices for crude oil will mean a slowing of things 
in the oil fields, the price of oil is still at a point 
where the industry can thrive.

Once again this year, we feel our city’s appeal 
as a regional center for arts and recreation con-
tinues to grow, as evidenced by exhibitions at the 
Heritage Museum, the Big Spring Symphony’s 
concert schedule for the current year and the 
United States Hang Gliding Association’s con-
tinuing commitment to hold competitions here. 

 All of those projects, events and activities trans-
late to jobs, income from visitors and — perhaps 
even more important — a better quality of life for 
all of us.

Several announcements about the year’s up-
coming events will be made soon and we can’t 
help but look forward to what’s on tap in 2009.

As we delve into the new year, we do admit feel-
ing a bit tentative about some things less under 
our overall control. That’s simply human na-
ture.

One thing we can say with certainty though. We 
continue to be blessed by the “can-do” spirit of 
our fellow citizens — men and women who work 
together to get things done. And so, it’s time to 
look ahead again and look ahead with optimism.

Happy New Year, Big Spring.

We wish you all
a happy New Year
now that it’s 2009

letter policieS
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

a Small prayer

When we are tempted to take risks, Lord, may we 
come to You through prayer.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e : 
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:   $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NAIL SALON

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Cash Sale
Very Reasonable

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

YOUR AD

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

LAWN CARE
FALL CLEANUP

Rake Leaves, Hauling
Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service

816-6150 or
267-5460

FREE ESTIMATES 18675

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z
Chimney, Air Duct 

Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes, 
Carpets, etc.

INSURED

1-866-843-1837 17
95

9

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heaters
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heater
Parts and Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

18
30

3

HOUSEKEEPING

PROFESSIONAL 
HOUSE 

CLEANING
References Available

Fair Prices &
 Quality Work

CALL
(432) 213-599118477

THIS SPACE COULD  BE YOUR AD
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

HOME IMPROVEMENT

15
26

5

Drywall, Ceramic & Wood 
Floors, Metal Roofs, Shingle 
Roofs, Carpentry, Additions.

WE DO ALL TYPES OF
CONSTRUCTION!

Call Mike
432-213-0047

SANCHEZ
CONSTRUCTION

RESTAURANT

Texas Cajun Cafe
starting

January 2nd
LUNCH BUFFET

11:00 am - 3:00 pm
802 West I-20

between Exxon & Advantage Inn Motel
15598(432) 264-7686



By Kim BarKer
Chicago Tribune

SAMAR KHEL, Af-
ghanistan — Wali Sul-
tani has been chained 
to the wall of his cell for 
almost a month. He is 
wearing the same dirty 
clothes and he is eating 
the same diet every day 
— bread, black pepper 
and water.

Sultani, 25, is no crimi-
nal. He is mentally ill.

Like almost everything 
else in war-torn Afghan-
istan, the mental health 
system is in shambles, 
and many Afghans do 
not under-
stand the 
concept of 
mental ill-
ness. So 
they bring 
p e o p l e 
here, to 
this grub-
by shrine 
outside of 
the eastern 
city of Jala-
labad, and 
chain them 
to trees 
when the 
w e a t h e r 
is hot and 
inside con-
crete cells 
when it is 
cold. And 
they leave 
them for 
40 days so 
that God 
can cure 
them.

The gov-
ernment’s 
H e a l t h 
M i n i s -
try would 
like to 
close such 
s h r i n e s , 
but given all the other 
health crises it faces, 
places like Samar Khel 
are low on the list. Gov-
ernment officials say 
some patients, suffering 
from high blood pres-
sure, actually improve 
because of the basic 
diet.

“Of course, from the 
Ministry of Public 
Health perspective, with 
so many different prior-
ities, it is difficult to go 
fight these people and 
their shrines,” said Ab-
dullah Fahim, spokes-
man for the Ministry of 
Public Health.

On a visit to Samar 
Khel last month, there 
were five inmates. Two 
did not talk, one scraped 
up pebbles from the dirt 
floor with a stick. Noor 

Anwar Buzurg called 
journalists the sons of 
communists and impe-
rialists. He used a rock 
to scratch out a plane on 
the wall of his cell.

“He has built himself 
a plane so he can fly out 
of here,” said his uncle, 
Hazrat Omar, who had 
brought Buzurg here 
five days earlier.

Even before being 
racked by 30 years of 
war, most of Afghani-
stan was stuck in a dif-
ferent time, before elec-
tricity, before TV, before 
tractors. War destroyed 

what few 
advances 
the coun-
try had 
made, and 
the rav-
ages of 
war led to 
emotional 
problems 
for many 
people.

A survey 
by the Af-
ghan gov-
e r n m e n t 
shows that 
as many as 
68 percent 
of the pop-
ulation suf-
fers from 
some men-
tal afflic-
tion, from 
anxiety to 
severe de-
pression, 
F a h i m 
said.

But there 
is only one 
m e n t a l 
hospital in 
the coun-
try, in Ka-
bul, and 

it has only 60 beds, 20 
of which are dedicated 
to drug addicts. Other 
hospitals have mental 
illness wards, but treat-
ment is hardly a prior-
ity.

There are other 

shrines for the mentally 
ill sprinkled throughout 
the country. Others are 
supposed to cure rabies, 
paralysis, jaundice or 
arthritis. One nearby 
shrine is where people 
know to collect anyone 
who has drowned in 
flooding.

Such shrines are de-
scribed as religious, but 
they are frowned on by 
strict Sunni Muslims, 
who do not believe in 
the amulets used to cure 
the sick here or the con-
cept of jinns, tiny spirits 
that can possess people.

The shrine at Samar 
Khel is run by 100 fami-
lies descended from the 
founder, Syed Muham-
mad Ali Shah, who died 
about 350 years ago. He 
was known as Mia, and 
all his descendants, the 
shrine guardians, are 
known as the Mias.

The Mias take turn 
guarding the shrine and 
take turns accepting 
donations or payments, 
although they said they 
would like an interna-
tional relief agency to 
pay to rebuild walls 
bombed during the So-
viet occupation and the 
civil war. To treat a pa-
tient costs as much as 
$200, a small fortune in 
Afghanistan.

At this beige mud 
shrine, which is also 

the graveyard for all 
the Mias and which the 
Mias compare to a hos-
pital, people talk excit-
edly of those who have 
been cured: Like the 
doctor who had under-
gone shock treatments 
but was cured only by 
40 days locked to a tree. 
And there are other mir-
acles.

“There are lots of scor-
pions and snakes here, 
but the scorpions do not 
sting the sick people, 
and the snakes do not 
bite them,” Mia Osman 
said. “A bomb hit here 
in the middle of the 
courtyard during the 
Soviet invasion, but it 
didn’t explode.”

Still, the patients did 
not seem too happy with 
their treatment. There 
are 13 concrete cells, 
and most of the men in-
side had beards and hair 
that had grown long, 
and eyes that looked 
slightly wild. The cells 
smelled of human ex-
crement. Sultani jabbed 
his finger as close as 
he could to Osman and 
yelled at the men who 
had locked him up.

“I will hit you with a 
rocket-propelled gre-
nade,” said Sultani, 
waving his finger. “You 
are very bad people. 
Infidels are better than 
you Muslims.”
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Whew...time really flies when you enjoy what you’re doing and we
loved every minute of serving you this past year. To you and yours
we offer the best wishes.

DR. HADDAD, M.D.
1501 W. 11th Place

(432) 714-4600 33339

Happy Holidays

1515 E. FM 700                                                                           267-8206
15214

As we wrap up another year we’d like to send our very best 
wishes for a happy healthy and prosperous 2009. 

Your support and goodwill in 2008 have meant a lot for us 
and we look forward to serving you again in the new year.

Thank you for your generous patronage

La Familia Rodriguez

Casa Blanca Restaurant
1500 Lamesa Hwy • 263-1162

Closed Thursday, Jan. 1, 2009 to Jan. 5, 2009
Reopens: Tuesday, Jan. 6, 2009

15538

COUNTDOWN 2009TO

As we prepare to ring in a new year, we’re reminded of 
how grateful we are to know people like you. Your 
friendship and support have helped make 2008 an 

enjoyable and successful year for us. We wish you and 
yours nothing but the best in 2009 and beyond

Blum’s Jewlery
One Beautiful Place

Inside the Big Spring Mall 267-6335

18878

18878

18562

With Warm Wishes
During This Holiday Season
SURETY TITLE COMPANY

Cindy Pittman
Escrow Officer

805 S. Scurry
cindysurety@crcom.net

263-2407
Fax - 263-4693

Happy New Year

WESTEX WIRELESS
1500 W. Business 20
Stanton, Texas 79782

432-756-3826

710 Scurry
Big Spring, Texas 79720

432-263-0091 15387

Mentally ill 
struggle for 
treatment

afghanistan

Kuni Takahashi/Chicago Tribune 
Wali Sultani, a mentally ill patient, is chained in a 
small cell at a shrine in Samar Khel, afghanistan. 
The patients, who are brought here by family 
members, are chained and only provided water, 
black pepper and bread during the 40-day-
treatment, which are believed to get rid of bad 
spirit from patients’ body.

Like almost 
everything else in 
war-torn Afghanistan, 
the mental health 
system is in 
shambles, and many 
Afghans do not 
understand the 
concept of mental 
illness. So they bring 
people here, to this 
grubby shrine 
outside of the 
eastern city of 
Jalalabad, and chain 
them to trees when 
the weather is hot 
and inside concrete 
cells when it is cold. 
And they leave them 
for 40 days so that 
God can cure them.

68-year-old 
woman robbed 
for son

HAMILTON, Ohio 
(AP) — A defense law-
yer says the Ohio wom-
an dubbed “the Granny 
Robber” in several 
bank heists was trying 
to support a grown son 
who had fallen on hard 
times.

Sixty-eight-year-old 
Barbara Joly has admit-
ted she robbed a bank 
in March, and investi-
gators suspect her in 
as many as three other 
holdups.

Police say the former 
bank teller from Middle-
town, Ohio, probably 
got away with less than 
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox : Advice for those in need

Real Estate for Rent
2200 SQ. ft. building for lease 
in a high traffic area @ 1307 
Gregg St.  Front & rear parking 
available.  Please contact Lucy 
@ 432-263-5000 for mor infor-
mation.

403 GALVESTON 90x60 Shop 
with 12 foot door on both ends, 
office inside, large fenced yard.  
$1000. month, $1000. deposit. 
Call (432)213-2319.

4104 MUIR. 2 bdr./ 2 bath, two 
living area’s, CH/A.  Refer-
ences required. $700 mo./ 
$400 dep. Prefer Non-Smoker. 
No HUD. No Pets. Call 
432-270-3849.

602 1/2 GEORGE- Close to 
College. 1 Bedroom House. 
Carport, CH/A. $550.00 month 
plus deposit. No pets. No HUD. 
Call (432)267-2296.

703 EDWARDS 2 bedroom, 1 
bath house. CH/A, 
washer/dryer connections. One 
Year Lease. No HUD. No Pets. 
No Bills Paid.  $900. month 
plus deposit. (432)267-2296.

817 Timothy Lane, 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath w/stove & refrigerator 
Central Heat. $500. Month, 
$250. deposit. No pets. Forsan 
School District. Serious Call-
ers Only (432)816-5025.

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL!!
$100. off 1st month rent!

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2  Bdrm $395 month

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

LOFT FOR Lease, 123-C 
Main. $1,000. month plus de-
posit. One year lease required. 
No pets. (432)770-5656. or 
(432)517-0038 or office 
(432)263-6514.

OVERHEAD STORAGE/
Shop. Approximately 24x40. 
$300. month. Insulated 50x40 
storage walk thru door. $350. 
month. Call (432)213-2319.

SOUTH PLAINS APTS.
3304 West Hwy 80

Efficiency 1, 2, & 3 Bdrms.
Now Available
432-714-4840
559-309-1968

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

VICTORIA HOME, 2101 Run-
nels. 3 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath. 
$1200. month plus deposit. 
References required. Call 
(432)816-2525 or 
(432)816-5797.

Real Estate for Sale
BY OWNER 3/2/2, 885sq. feet. 
Highland South, Remodeled in 
2007. $145,000.00. Call 
432-264-1364.

BY OWNER Ranch style  brick. 
3 bedroom, 3 bath, jetted tub, 
fireplace, sunroom. 3-1/3 
acres, storage, barn. Coahoma 
ISD (Derrick Rd.). Reduced 
$165,000.   (432)264-0330, 
816-9969.

Real Estate for Sale
BY OWNER---- 2600 Carelton 
3 Bedroom, 2 bath w/covered 
carport. New A/C unit. New 
carpet and paint. All New Appli-
ances. Remodeled kitchen and 
baths. No Owner Financing. 
Please call 432-213-2681.

CHAMPION LAKE Cabin. 
Stocked. Great fishing from city 
park on lake. Appraised 
$23,000.00. Sell $12,000. 
Good Investment. Call 
(325)728-9169.

FOR SALE By Owner- 3547 
Sq. Ft. Brick-10 rooms, 4 bed-
rooms-2-1/2 baths, dining, liv-
ing room, family room, loft, 7 
closets, 2 car garage, 1-1/2 
acres, 8403 Gail Hwy. Below 
appraisal 179,500.00,  Call 
432-270-4646. 

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED 
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low 
Down Payment. Bad Credit 
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.

OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath,  2,500 sq. ft.. 
$2,950. Down, $735. per 
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call (432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE. 1524 East 
17th. Large 2 bedroom, with 
garage. Deserving Buyers. Call 
for information, (325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE. Fixer Up-
per! Low monthly. Low down. 
1300 & 1302 Wright. 
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Legals
INVITATION FOR BIDS

Sealed proposals addressed to Mr. 
John Grant, General Manager of 
the Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District, will be received at the 
office of the Colorado River Munici-
pal Water District, P.O. Box 869, 
400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring, 
Texas 79721, until 3:00 PM, Thurs-
day, Jan 15, 2009, for the purchase 
of Fleet Vehicles.
At this time and place the propos-
als will be publicly opened and 
read aloud.  Any bid received after 
closing time will be returned un-
opened.
This project consists of supply and 
delivery of 10 pickups & 1 Sport 
Utility Vehicle.  Specifications are 
available and may be examined 
without charge in the office of the 
Colorado River Municipal Water 
District, 406 E.23rd Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79721 during normal 
business hours.  
Inquiries regarding equipment 
specifications are to be directed to 
John Womack, Field Operation 
Superintendent, telephone (432) 
267-6341, email: jew@crmwd.org.
#6011 December 18 & 24, 2008 
and January 1, 2009

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
The future looks bright

as Mercury, the planet of
communica-
tion, makes
an entrance
into the sign
of Aquarius.
People are
sharing up-
t o - d a t e
k n o w l e d g e
on an array
of topics and
it's quite
helpful. Far-
out concepts
are now
accessible. Dip into the
cosmic pool of ideas and
examine a few that would
have seemed just last year
a bit wacky. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You may have made
promises last night that
seem, upon further reflec-
tion, to be not such a good
idea. No worries. You will
be released of liability for
anything that doesn't hold
up to the scrutiny of the
morning light. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You go into the new
year feeling spiritually
robust. The things that
bothered you yesterday
seem trifling now. And
romance is downright
dreamy when you let the
small stuff slide. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You need beauty.
Your survival depends on
experiencing the lovely
aspects of life every single
day. Put yourself on a gor-
geous path where the
trees arch, the buildings
are glorious and the crea-

tures are divine. 
CANCER (June 22-July

22). What hurts you the
most? The gnarly little
wad of pain has probably
followed you into the new
year, but it won't be
around for long. Write a
letter to the cosmic force
asking to be released of
this once and for all. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You are a firm believer in
fresh starts and the clean
energy of this special day
renews you like a trip to
the oxygen bar. Your high
spirits creates distance
between you and yester-
day's problems. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You were lucky
enough to be born with
talent. Now you have to
be talented enough to find
luck. Your artistic goals
will be met in the new
year because you start
taking them seriously
right now. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
There are certain items
you really need in order
to do your business in the
new year. Team up with
an expert and go shop-
ping. Capricorn helps you
stay sensible about what
you've got to spend and
what you should spend it
on. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Learning is a key
enterprise for you this
year and you're already
engaged in the process of
mental expansion.
Regardless of the subject
matter, going from igno-
rance to mastery is a
thrilling journey. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). If you are unmo-
tivated to complete a proj-
ect, it may be a sign to
switch to something more
inspiring. In the new year
you aim to impress the
masses. You'll enjoy tak-
ing already good ideas to
a superior level.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Everyone could
use a little help now and
then, but the kind of peo-
ple you run into now are
truly needy. Be a
guardian angel. If you can
provide assistance in an
unseen way, all the better. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). You underestimate
how others feel about you.
You just don't realize how
important you are to the
people who love you and
also to the ones who don't
know you well but just
like having you around.
Let yourself be appreciat-
ed. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Money may be fueling
your ambition, but once
you get into the thrust of
a work endeavor you real-
ize that it's about so much
more than making a few
extra dollars. Your efforts
will be character enrich-
ing. 

ASTROLOGICAL QUES-
TIONS: "Do you think my
marriage will last the new
year? I'm a Sagittarius
and he's a Virgo." 

Do you want it to last?
Sagittarius is a sign that
finds the whole concept of
"settling" to be, well,
unsettling. You were born
to explore, to follow your

curiosity, take risks, see
the world, go on one
adventure after another.
Because of this impulse
for constant discovery,
relationships must be
very special to capture
your attention. And the
relationships you gravi-
tate toward ideally will be
constantly changing
because this keeps your
interest fresh. Be careful
not to make rash deci-
sions about the people
you love just because
you're bored. Instead,
make the kind of exciting
plans that will invigorate
and challenge you and the
relationship. Your Virgo
husband is probably not
as eager to move, travel or
embark on thrilling busi-
ness the way you are. But
he will support you if he
sees why he should. Show
him how change will ben-
efit him. He's the perfect
partner for much of what
you want to do. He'll get
the details worked out
and make things happen.
He can also stick to a
budget and pull together
the elements to make
your dreams real. 

If you would like to write
to Holiday Mathis, please
go to www.creators.com
and click on "Write the
Author" on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2009 CREATORS SYN-

Dear Readers: Happy
New Year. We hope you
don't need to recuperate
too much from your cele-
brations last night and
are enjoying the first day
of 2009. This is always a
good time to clear the
slate and start fresh,
mend fences, re-establish
relationships and resolve
to do better in every area
of your life.

Here's a poem sent in by
a reader (author
unknown) to help you get
started:

Share your gifts and tal-
ents listen with your
heart.

Do the things you dream
about but don't have time
to start.

Pick a bouquet of flow-
ers show someone that
you care,

Be gracious and forgiv-
ing life is never fair.

Hold on to your courage
you may need it down the
road,

We all have a cross to
bear it could be a heavy
load.

If you practice all these
things no matter where
you roam,

You may find both sun
and rain but you'll never
feel alone.

Dear Readers: Here's a
letter that has been kick-
ing around in our
Mailbox for a while, and
we thought it was perfect
for today:

Dear Annie: I was
watching a movie the
other night, and there was
a scene where all the
characters sang "Auld
Lang Syne." I've heard the
song a million times but
have no idea what the
words are. I can never
make them out clearly,
and even the ones that
sound like English make
no sense to me. Can you
help me out? -- Like To
Know What I'm Singing

Dear Singing: The ver-
sion we know best was
written in Scottish by
poet Robert Burns. The
first stanza seems fairly
understandable:

Should auld acquain-
tance be forgot,

And never brought to
mind?

Should auld acquain-
tance be forgot,

And days o' lang syne.
For auld lang syne, my

dear,
For auld lang syne

We'll tak a cup o kind-
ness yet,

For auld lang syne.
Those words seem fairly

straightforward and
familiar, but they get a lit-
tle tricky after that. Here
are the other verses:

And surely ye'll be your
pint-stowp,

And surely I'll be mine
And weíll take a cup o'

kindness yet,
For auld lang syne
We twa hae run about

the braes,
And pu'd the gowans

fine
But we've wandered

mony a weary foot,
Sin auld lang syne
We twa hae paidlet i' the

burn,
Frae morning sun sill

dine
But seas between us

braid hae roar'd,
Sin auld lang syne
And there's a hand, my

trusty feire,
And gie's a hand o' thine
And we'll tak a right

gude-willie waught,
For auld lang syne
Of course, few of us

speak 18th-century
Scottish, although you
can use this to impress
your friends. Here is the
translation of the entire
song:

Should old friends be
forgotten and never
brought to mind

Should old friends be
forgotten and the days
they shared together

For days now in the
past, my dear,

For days now in the past
We'll drink a toast of

kind remembrance,
For days now in the past
You can pay for your

pint tankard and I will
pay for mine

We'll drink a toast of
kind remembrance,

For days now in the past

We two have fun about
the hillsides and pulled
wild daisies

But now we are far
apart in distance,

From those days now in
the past

We two have paddled in
the stream from morning
until noon

But oceans now lie
between us since those
days now in the past

So take my hand, my
trusty friend and give me
your hand

And we will take a
hearty drink together,

In memory of those days
now in the past.

Dear Annie: My 27-year-
old son recently moved in
with a woman he met
online. "Garth" has
brought several of his
online romances home to
meet his parents, but this
woman is like no one
before. She has an eating
disorder, takes migraine
medication all day long
and drinks nothing but
Mountain Dew. She's also
the most miserable excuse
for a parent I've ever seen.

"Terese" is divorced and
has a disabled child. She
claims to be a registered
nurse, but is in total
denial that there is any-
thing wrong with a 4-year-
old who doesn't speak,
cannot feed himself, isn't
potty-trained and can't
walk five feet without
falling.

She used to stick her
child in Garth's old high-
chair, while he screamed,
tore at his hair and
became lethargic. This
scenario once went on for
three hours. I don't let
that happen anymore, but
the effort is all on my
part. Sometimes Terese
will just let her son run
around and watch me
chase after him.

I raised a special needs
child and know that they,
too, can be disciplined. I
told Garth that unless
Terese gets therapy and
takes parenting classes, I
will call Child Protective
Services. My son finally
got her to place the boy in
a local program, but
Terese complains about it
all the time and I'm con-
cerned she will remove
him.

I can't tolerate this
woman and her son any
longer. I am 62 and done
chasing children. But it's

the only way I can see my
son. Garth is determined
to marry this nightmare
and have more children
with her. She is also a
master manipulator. She
talked Garth into putting
her name on his checking
and savings accounts, but
he has no access to hers.

Explaining to Garth
how I feel is like talking
to a wall. Any sugges-
tions? -- Exhausted and
Frightened

Dear Exhausted: None
you will like. Garth is too
far gone to listen to rea-
son. He will simply have
to make his own mis-
takes. Back off your criti-
cisms of Terese, and limit
the time you spend with
them, but don't cut them
off. Someone needs to
keep an eye on that child
and make sure he is get-
ting the care he needs. If
Terese removes him from
that local program with-
out setting up something
else, by all means, call
CPS and report the neg-
lect. You can do so anony-
mously and the authori-
ties will investigate.

Dear Annie: We had the
same problem as
"Complaining in
Tennessee," about giving
money to charity and
then receiving "gifts" with
more demands.

My husband, a wise
guy, decided to send
money orders instead. We
get a receipt from the post
office for tax purposes,
and nobody knows our
address. We are able to
send donations to any
charity we want without
return solicitations. Lots
of organizations need our
support, and this is a
nice, simple way to do it. -
- Nicole

Dear Nicole: Your hus-
band found a clever way
to make charitable contri-
butions without being
inundated with additional
requests. The best thing,
of course, is that you still
choose to make those con-
tributions. Thank you.

Annie's Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please e-mail your
questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie's Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL
60611. 
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S and N
Custom Cabinets

Trim Work, Remodeling

Remodelamos y Hacemos todo tipo
de puertas para gabinetes.

We remodel and make custom
doors for all types of cabinets.

Sabis Rodriguez
432-425-7600

Ernesto Gonzales
432-238-7408

15309

2311 Gregg St.
263-6663

We Wish You
The Best For

2009!
15275

 

Water Water Inc.
Your Culligan® Dealer

1509 E. FM 700
263-8781

15280

Wishing You the 
Best for 2009

310 Nolan
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-263-8235

Toll Free 866-430-7100
mybigspring.com

18873

Happy New Year
Big Spring 

Farm Supply
2404 N. Hwy 87 •  263-3382

18809

LET’S GET THE NEW YEAR 
STARTED RIGHT!

Come by and See Our Variety of Weight Loss and 
Cleansing Products. Try Cleanse Smart and First Cleanse 

Your First Choice For Total-Body Support

Big Spring Health 
Food Store

1305 Scurry St.
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-6524
Mon.-Fri. 9-6 Sat 10-5

18567

By DAVID CRARY
AP National Writer

NEW YORK — The epic 
election that made Barack 
Obama the first African-
American president was the 
top news story of 2008 — fol-
lowed closely by the econom-
ic meltdown that will test 
his leadership, according to 
U.S. editors and news direc-
tors voting in The Associated 
Press’ annual poll.

The campaign, with sub-
plots emerging throughout 
the year, received 100 first-
place votes out of 155 ballots 
cast for the top 10 stories. 
Two other political sagas — 
the history-making candida-
cies of Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton and Sarah Palin — also 
made the list.

The vast economic crisis, 
plunging the U.S. into reces-
sion and ravaging many 
business sectors worldwide, 
was the No. 2 story, receiv-
ing 49 first-place votes. The 
precipitous rise and fall of oil 
prices was No. 3.

The top story of 2007 was 
the massacre of 32 people at 
Virginia Tech University by 
a mentally disturbed student 
gunman.

Here are 2008’s top 10 sto-
ries, as voted by AP mem-
bers:

— 1. U.S. ELECTION: 
Obama emerged from Elec-
tion Night as a decisive 
victor and a symbol for 
the world of America’s 
democratic promise. But 
he reached that point only 
after a grueling battle with 
Clinton for the Democratic 
nomination and then an of-
ten-nasty showdown with the 
McCain/Palin ticket in the 
run-up to the election.

— 2. ECONOMIC MELT-
DOWN: The bad news kept 
coming — collapses of Wall 
Street giants; huge stock 
market losses; plummeting 
home prices and a surge of 
foreclosures; desperate times 
for U.S. automakers. It added 
up to the worst economic 
crisis since the Great Depres-
sion, and will cost the federal 
government well over $1 tril-
lion in various rescue and 
stimulus packages.

— 3. OIL PRICES: The 
global economic angst pro-
duced hyper-volatile energy 
markets. The price of crude 
soared as high as $150 a bar-
rel in July before crashing to 
$33 this month. In the U.S., 
the average price for a gal-
lon of regular gas peaked at 
$4.11, then plunged below 
$1.70.

— 4. IRAQ: The much-de-
bated “surge” of U.S. troops 
helped reduce violence after 
more than five years of war, 
but Iraq is still buffeted daily 
by bombings, ambushes, 
kidnappings and political 
uncertainty. A newly ratified 
U.S.-Iraqi security agree-
ment sets a timetable for U.S. 
troop withdrawal by 2012.

— 5. BEIJING OLYM-
PICS: China hosted the 
Olympics for first time, 
drawing praise for logistical 
mastery and condemnation 
for heavy-handed security 
measures. The games them-
selves were rated a success, 
highlighted by the record-
shattering performances of 
swimmer Michael Phelps 
and sprinter Usain Bolt.

— 6. CHINESE EARTH-
QUAKE: A huge quake in 
May killed 70,000 people in 
Sichuan province and left 
5 million homeless. Many 
thousands of children were 
among the victims — au-
thorities said about 7,000 
classrooms were destroyed 

in shoddily built schools.
— 7. SARAH PALIN: Few 

Americans outside Alaska 
knew much about its gover-
nor when Republican John 
McCain picked her as his 
running mate. That changed 
rapidly. To her conservative 
admirers, she was a feisty, 
refreshing change from most 
politicians; to her critics, she 
was in over her head, and 
worthy of all the lampooning 
she endured.

— 8. MUMBAI TERROR-
ISM: Ten attackers allegedly 
sponsored by a Pakistan-
based Islamic group terror-
ized India’s financial capital 
in November, killing 164 peo-
ple in coordinated attacks on 
hotels, markets and a train 
station. India’s perennially 
uneasy relations with Paki-
stan were badly strained.

— 9. HILLARY CLINTON: 
She didn’t win, but Clinton 
came closer than any other 
woman in U.S. history to 
becoming a major party’s 
presidential nominee. Her 
determined primary cam-
paign, waged vigorously 
even when it seemed a lost 
cause, inspired millions of 
women across the country — 
and helped persuade Obama 
to choose her as secretary of 
state.

— 10. RUSSIA-GEORGIA 
WAR: The two nations 
waged a five-day war in Au-
gust ignited by a Georgian 

artillery barrage on the 
breakaway region of South 
Ossetia. Russia responded 
with a drive deep into Geor-
gian territory, causing se-
vere economic damage and 
aggravating already troubled 
Russia-US relations.

Stories that almost made 
the Top 10 included Cyclone 
Nargis, which killed more 
than 84,000 people in Myan-
mar; Hurricanes Gustav and 
Ike, which wreaked deadly 

damage in the Caribbean 
and on the U.S. Gulf Coast; 
and the seesaw fate of same-
sex marriage in California, 
where a court ruling approv-
ing it was later overturned 
by a ballot measure.

Several write-in votes were 
cast for two developments 
that occurred too late to be 
included on the AP ballot 
— the filing of a criminal 
complaint against Illinois 
Gov. Rod Blagojevich and 
the efforts of struggling U.S. 
automakers to get a federal 
bailout. The alleged finan-
cial scam involving Bernard 
Madoff also was revealed too 
late to make the ballot.

Several of the editors who 
voted commented on how 
two transcendent develop-
ments dominated the news 
in 2008.

“As far as I am concerned, 
there were only two stories 
this year,” wrote Linda Grist 
Cunningham of the Rockford 
(Ill.) Register Star. “Global 
economy collapses (sending 
every country into financial, 
political and personal chaos) 
and Obama elected U.S. 
president, changing the way 
the America does business 
— financial, political and 
personal.”

Obama election voted top news story of 2008

AP photo

Barack Obama on the campaign trail.

AP photo

An unknown Sarrah Palin became a celebrity.



Today is Thursday, Jan. 1, 
the first day of 2009. There are 
364 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

Fifty years ago, on Jan. 1, 
1959, Fidel Castro and his revo-
lutionaries overthrew Cuban 
leader Fulgencio Batista, who 
fled to the Dominican 
Republic.

On this date:
In 1808, a law prohibiting the 

importation of slaves into the 
United States went into effect.

In 1863, President Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation, declaring that 
slaves in rebel states were free.

In 1890, the first Tournament 
of Roses was held in Pasadena, 
Calif.

In 1892, the Ellis Island 
Immigrant Station in New York 
formally opened.

In 1898, New York City was 
consolidated into five bor-
oughs.

In 1909, five-term Republican 
Sen. Barry Goldwater was born 

in Phoenix, Arizona Territory.
In 1953, country singer Hank 

Williams Sr., 29, while being 
driven to a concert date in 
Canton, Ohio, was discovered 
dead in the back seat of his car 
during a stop in Oak Hill, W.
Va.

In 1979, the United States and 
China held celebrations in 
Washington and Beijing to 
mark the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations between the 
two countries.

In 1984, the breakup of AT&T 
took place as the telecommuni-
cations giant was divested of 
its 22 Bell System companies 
under terms of an antitrust 
agreement.

In 1994, the North American 
Free Trade Agreement went 
into effect.

One year ago: Revelers cele-
brated the new year around the 
world; a ball dropped for the 
100th year in New York’s Times 
Square. 

Today’s Birthdays: Author 
J.D. Salinger is 90. Former Sen. 
Ernest Hollings, D-S.C., is 87. 
Actor Ty Hardin is 79. Actor 
Frank Langella is 71. Rock 
singer-musician Country Joe 
McDonald is 67. Writer-
comedian Don Novello is 66. 

Actor Rick Hurst is 63. Country 
singer Steve Ripley (The 
Tractors) is 59. Rapper 
Grandmaster Flash is 51. 
Actress Ren Woods is 51. 
Actress Dedee Pfeiffer is 45. 
Actress Embeth Davidtz is 43. 
Country singer Brian Flynn 
(Flynnville Train) is 43. Actor 
Morris Chestnut is 40. Actor 
Verne Troyer is 40.

Thought for Today: “Time 
has no divisions to mark its 
passage, there is never a thun-
derstorm or blare of trumpets 
to announce the beginning of a 
new month or year. Even when 
a new century begins it is only 
we mortals who ring bells and 
fire off pistols.” — Thomas 
Mann, German author (1875-
1955).   

® 2008 The Associated Press.
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By GARRY MITCHELL
Associated Press Writer

ROSINTON, Ala. — 
Neighbors on a rural 
road in Baldwin Coun-
ty didn’t pay much at-
tention to the Cowan 
residence until gunfire 
erupted there two days 
before Christmas, re-
vealing a deadly case of 
domestic violence.

Investigators said an 
enraged James Cowan 
Jr., 39, shot 42-year-old 
Pamela Cowan in the 
chest about 5:30 a.m., 
following a stretch of 
abuse that started the 
night before.

He had poured gasoline 
throughout their small 
home, dousing his wife 
and the bed in which 
she lay.

Then he stacked cush-
ions from furniture on 
and near his wife and 
blocked the door with 
furniture as officers ar-
rived.

But his wife managed 
to pick up the .357-cali-
ber handgun he had put 
down briefly and shot 
him in the head, sher-
iff’s spokesman Maj. 
Anthony Lowery said.

James Cowan was air-
lifted to a Mobile hos-
pital where he was pro-
nounced dead. Pamela 
Cowan was treated at a 
Pensacola, Fla., hospital 
and was expected to re-
cover.

A county grand jury 
later will review the evi-
dence, but Lowery said 
no charges were filed.

“There’s no reason to 
believe she didn’t act 
in self-defense,” Low-
ery told The Associated 
Press in an interview 
Tuesday in his Bay Mi-
nette office.

During the 13-year mar-
riage, Pamela Cowan 
had obtained two protec-
tive orders against her 
husband, citing his vio-
lent moods, then tried to 
revoke both, including 
one about two weeks 
before the shooting. She 
told a judge in a letter 
that her husband need-

ed “one more chance” 
to change his life. She 
wrote she had seen a 
therapist and hoped to 
save her marriage.

There was no indica-
tion the protection or-
der was revoked. The 
judge in her case did not 
immediately return a 
phone message Wednes-
day.

A week after the shoot-
ing, neighbor Peter 
Ryan cuddled a new-
born puppy in the yard 
of his home within view 
of the Cowan residence. 
Ryan said the couple had 
lived across the road for 
several years, and said 
James Cowan helped 
him remove some Hur-
ricane Ivan debris in 
2004.

“He worked on trucks 
and big rigs,” Ryan said. 
“He was gone a lot. I saw 
him about a month ago 
at a store.”

In a nearby house, 

John Danne, a 33-year-
old welder doing home 
repairs, said the area is 
ordinarily quiet, aside 
from a drunken driver 
now and then.

He added, “This scared 
me, happening a quar-
ter-mile from where 
I’m working. It’s a trag-
edy.”

Rosinton is a small 
crossroads community 
about 24 miles east of 
Mobile. Rural roads run 
beside farms that raise 
livestock, Christmas 
trees and cotton.

Robert “Rob” Hurst, 
who lives around the 
bend from Cowans, 
said the despite the ar-
ea’s quiet appearance, 
“you never know what 
goes on behind closed 
doors.”

“It’s heartbreaking,” 
said his son, Robbie, 
as the pair worked in a 
cycle shop behind their 
home. “I’m just glad she 

survived.”
Although the shoot-

ings startled neighbors, 
the sheriff’s spokesman 
said most of the county’s 
homicides arise from do-
mestic disputes. Lowery 
said Cowan’s criminal 
record included about a 
dozen offenses, includ-
ing assaults.

As the investigation 
continued Wednesday, 

it was not immediately 
clear what set off last 
week’s shooting. Low-
ery was among the of-
ficers on the shooting 
scene.

“She was fairly coher-
ent when we were in 
there,” he said, adding 
that details at the scene 
matched her account. 
The gasoline fumes 
made it “tough to stay 

in there,” he said.
Pamela Cowan’s fa-

ther, Charlie Wilson of 
Loxley, told the Press-
Register, “At times she 
is all right; at times she 
is down.” 

Wilson could not be 
reached for further com-
ment.

A public fundraising 
effort has been set up to 
pay her medical bills.

NatioN 7ABig Spring Herald
Thursday, January 1, 2009

267-4111

2111 Gregg St. 15373

Wishing you a Happy New Year

18865

3318 E. 1-20 S. Service Road
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Owners and Certified Coaches

John and Diana Dodd
We hope your New Year’s celebra-
tion is a great start to a great year. 

May 2009 hold many wonderful 
things for you and yours.

As we ring in the new year, we 
also celebrate your friendship 

and support. It’s been a pleasure 
doring business iwth you, and we 

hope to see you often in 2009.
Happy New Year, friends

Watch the Playoffs With Us!

SUNDAY GAME DAY
Come watch the game on our Big 

Screen TV’s while the kids bowl. Wear 
your Jersey for 20% Off 

All Food, Drinks & Bowling

Don’t forget to join us for 
Terrific Twosday Nights

every Tuesday
and come and watch

The 25th Anniversary of 
Wrestlemania

Sunday, April 5

Wouldn’t Life be easier
with ONE AGENT to handle your Insurance Needs?

Contact an agent at
432-267-7466 or

drop by 1205 E. 11th Place18837

Se solicita damas que en su tiempo 
libre deseen ganar dinero extra y
joyerìa de fantasìa fina y viajes 
gratis. Sea la anfitriona de una 

fiesta de joyerìa y tenga la
 oportunidad de recibir $500 

de Joyerìa.
Joyerìa de calidad.

Se garantiza de por vida.

Para mas informacion contacte 
Beatriz Jaramillo - area manager

(432) 634-9893

bjaramillo20@yahoo.com
319 Rocky Ln.

Midland, TX 79703 15
31
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Police: Wounded wife grabbed gun, killed husband

ATLANTA (AP) — A smok-
ing ban in one Colorado city 
led to a dramatic drop in 
heart attack hospitalizations, 
according to a new study 
that is considered the best 
and longest-term research to 
show such a link.

The rate of hospitalized cas-
es dropped 41 percent three 
years after the ban of work-
place smoking in Pueblo, 
Colo., took effect. There was 
no such drop in two neighbor-
ing areas, and researchers be-
lieve it’s a clear sign the ban 
was responsible.

The study suggests that sec-

ondhand smoke may be a ter-
rible and under-recognized 
cause of heart attack deaths 
in this country, said one of its 
authors, Terry Pechacek of 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

At least eight earlier stud-
ies have linked smoking bans 
to decreased heart attacks, 
but none ran as long as three 
years. Some critics had ques-
tioned whether a ban could 
have such an immediate im-
pact, and suggested other fac-
tors could have driven the 
declines.

The new study looked at 

heart attack hospitalizations 
for three years following the 
July 1, 2003 enactment of 
Pueblo’s ban, and found de-
clines as great or greater than 
what was seen in the other re-
search.

“This study is very dramat-
ic,” said Dr. Michael Thun, 
a researcher with the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

“This is now the ninth study, 
so it is clear that smoke-free 
laws are one of the most ef-
fective and cost-effective to 
reduce heart attacks,” said 
Thun, who was not involved 
in the CDC study released 

Thursday.
Smoking bans are designed 

not only to cut smoking rates 
but also to reduce second-
hand tobacco smoke. It is a 
widely recognized cause of 
lung cancer, but its effect on 
heart disease can be more im-
mediate. It not only damages 
the lining of blood vessels, 
but also increases the kind 
of blood clotting that leads to 
heart attacks. Reducing ex-
posure to smoke can quickly 
cut the risk of clotting, some 
experts said.

“You remove the final one 
or two links in the chain” of 

events leading to a heart at-
tack, Thun said.

Secondhand smoke causes 
an estimated 46,000 heart dis-
ease deaths and about 3,000 
lung cancer deaths among 
nonsmokers each year, ac-
cording to statistics cited by 
the CDC.

In the new study, research-
ers reviewed hospital admis-
sions for heart attacks in 
Pueblo. Patients were classi-
fied by ZIP codes. They then 
looked at the same data for  
the area of Pueblo County 
outside the city and El Paso 
County.

Smoking ban leads to major drop in heart attacks



The statistics are 
scary. Smoking ciga-
rettes causes more 
deaths than alcohol, 
AIDS, illegal drugs, car 
crashes, fires, murders, 
and suicides combined. 
In 2008, 400,000 Ameri-
cans will die as a direct 
result of 
smok-
ing. Yet, 
despite 
the risks 
of cancer, 
heart dis-
ease, high 
blood pres-
sure and 
ulcers, 
millions 
of Ameri-
cans con-
tinue to feed their ad-
diction to nicotine.  

If you have ever tried 
to quit smoking, you 
know what a difficult 
choice this can be. Quit-
ting smoking takes 
courage and hard work.  
Many smokers may try 
multiple times before 
they are successful. 
However, no matter 
how long you have been 
smoking, quitting will 
help you live longer.  
According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control, 
a lifetime of smoking 
will cut your lifespan 
by an average of 12 
years. So why not quit 
today? As 2009 begins 
resolve to quit smoking 
and begin to save your 
life. To help you quit, 
the Surgeon General 
has provided the follow-
ing five-step formula: 

Get ready.  Set a quit 
date. Your quit date 
should be a specific 
calendar day that is not 
too far into the future 
(which allows you to 
change your mind) but 
far enough away so that 
you can still prepare.  
According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Con-
trol, people who avoid 
smoking on their quit 
date are 10 times more 
likely to be smoke-free 
six months later. In ad-
dition to setting a quit 
date, make changes to 
your environment by 
ridding your house, 
vehicles and office of 
cigarettes, then clean 
the smell of smoke from 
your house and clothes. 
If you have tried to quit 
before, review your past 
attempts and make note 
of what strategies were 
successful and what 
things to avoid.

Get support.  If you 
have the support 
of your family and 
friends, you are much 
better prepared to quit 
smoking.  Find support 
through individual, 
group and internet sup-
port groups and talk 
with your healthcare 
provider to discuss a 
healthy approach to 
quitting. 

Learn new skills and 
behaviors.  Take up a 
new hobby. Whether 
it’s exercise or arts and 
crafts, changing your 
routine can help you 
avoid smoking triggers.  

Find ways to distract 
yourself from urges 
and reduce your stress.  
Studies show that quit-
ters who take up ex-
ercise when they quit 
smoking have higher 
success rates and man-
age to keep their weight 
stable or even lose 
weight. 

Get medication and 
use it correctly. Accord-
ing to the Surgeon Gen-
eral, use of medication 
can more than double 
your chances of quit-
ting for good. There are 
many options out there, 
including patches, nico-
tine gum, inhalers and 
prescription medica-
tion. Your health care 
provider can assist you 
with finding the medi-
cation that is right for 
you.

Be prepared for dif-
ficult situations. The 
decision to quit will not 
be easy. Most relapses 
occur within three 
months of quitting 
smoking. The follow-
ing tips should help 
you avoid the urge to 
smoke.

Avoid the use of - 
alcohol.  
Avoid other - 
smokers.
Eat healthy- 
Stay busy.  - 

The choice to quit is a 
difficult, yet rewarding 
one.  And it is the most 
important thing you 
can do for yourself and 
your loved ones.  For 
additional information 
on smoking cessation, 
contact your physician.

Dr. Scott Barclay is a 
board-certified family 
practitioner and now 
part of the medical staff 
at Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center. To 
make an appointment, 
call 264-6361.
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WE FINANCE$21,950

$16,950$17,950

$14,950

$13,950

$11,950

WE FINANCE

203 Gregg • 714-4787

 87 Auto Sales

111 Gregg • 267-8787 210 Gregg • 263-2382

Anniversary Sale Est. - 1972

2000 F250 7.3 
Powerstroke 4X4

2001 Nissan Maxima

2007 Nissan Titan Crew Cab

2008 Chevy Impala LT

2007 Dodge Ram 3500

2007 E. 250 Cargo Van

2004 Toyota Camry

2006 Dodge Ram 
Quad Cab SLT

New Car Trade-In, "Strong, Strong"

New Car Trade

One Owner

19,000 Actual Miles, "Full Factory Warranty"

28K, "Like New," Full Factory Warranty

3500, 53K, Cummins Diesel, Automatic
Factory Warranty

29,000 Actual Miles, "Full Factory Warranty"

New Car Trade

21,000 Miles, Factory Warranty "Like New"

15
56
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SOLD

“When It Comes To Your Healthcare, You Want A Professional!”

108 W. FM 700 RD. • (432) 264-0353 9032

As we say goodbye to 
2008 we would like to 

thank you for your 
patronage and support

Happy New Year
Let us Inspire Your Mornings 

Beginning Jan. 12th We will offer 
coffee delivery to your office from 

8 a.m. -10 a.m.*

Spanky’s
Coffee House

1903 Gregg
432-935-6767 15305

*Call us for details & restrictions

18548

As we ring in a new year with celebrations of good cheer, we 
want to share our thanks and best wishes with all of you. 

Your kind support is appreciated, and we wish you 
endless hours of happiness in 2009.

We’ve loved every minute of serving you this past year and look 
forward to seeing you again in the year ahead. 

Have a safe and happy New Year

Stanton Division
Local 423-756-3381 

After hours 1-800-442-8688

North Birdwell UMC has been notified that the 
delivery truck will not arrive until noon Jan. 24. 
Therefore, the pickup time will be 1:30 p.m. until 3 
p.m. on that date.

Regular Box $30
4 6-oz. ribeye steaks
4 4-lb. leg quarters
4 6-oz. beef patties
1 18-oz cheese-filled manicotti
1 2-lb. pork rib strips
1 1-lb. chicken fajita strips
1 1-lb. ground turkey
1 1-lb. broccoli
1 1-lb. peas
1 c ct. oatmeal variety box
1 32-oz. shelf stable milk
1 8-oz. blueberry muffin mix
1 12 ct. white corn tortillas
1 1-lb. pinto beans
1 7-0z. chicken flavored rice and vermicelli
1 dozen eggs

1 dessert item

Senior Box $28
Ten seasoned, nutritionally balanced, fully cooked 

meals, heat and serve. Each contains three oounces 
of protein, a starch, two vegetables or fruit.

New Orleans style chicken over rice with okra — 
and tomatoes
Grilled chicken strips and penne pasta— 
Flamed-broiled salisbury steak— 
Cheesy chicken and broccoli casserole— 
Classic chicken tetrazzini— 
Country fried steak with cream gravy— 
Spaghetti with meatballs— 
Chicken parmesan— 

—   Flame-broiled beef patty with onion gravy.
Each senior meal contains a dessert.

With the purchase of either of the above boxes you 
can purchase any number of the specials.

Special No. 1: Assorted combo box, $22 — 2 12-oz. 
New York strips, 2 8-oz. 

sirlion strips, 4 6-oz. pork chops, 4 8-oz. hamburger 
steaks.

Special No. 2: Bacon wrapped combo, $21 — 4 6-oz. 
bacon wrapped port filets, 4 6-oz. bacon wrapped 
beef filets, 4 6-oz. bacon wrapped chicken filets.

Special No. 3: $21, 3.75 lb. T-bone steaks.
Special No. 4: Chicken combo box, $20 — 4.5 lbs. 

whole chicken, 2 lbs.. wings, 2 lbs. nuggets, 2 lbs. 
breaded tenders.

Special No. 5: Fresh fruit and vegetables, $21 — 4 
lbs. Idaho baking potatoes, 3 lbs. sweet potatoes, 2 
lbs. yellow onions, 4 lbs. navel oranges, 1/2-lb. pe-
can halves, 2 red grapefruit, 1 head cabbage, 1 lb. 
carrots, 4 tangerines, 4 pears.

Orders will be taken Fridays, Jan. 2 and 9, from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturdays, Jan. 3 and 10, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at North Birdwell United Methodist 
Church, located at 2702 N. Birdwell.

Orders will also be taken from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Jan. 3 and Jan. 10 at the Big Spring Mall.

Angel Food Ministry order day begins Friday

Quit smoking today

Dr.
Scott

Barclay


