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Construction on the new $11.57 million Howard County Jail continued this week, with work on track to have the facility
completed in the spring, according to county officials. The 96-bed jail will replace the current facility, located in the

county courthouse.

GMAC given $5B in bailout funds

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — The Treasury De-
partment said that it will provide $5 bil-
lion to GMAC Financial Services LLC,
the ailing financing arm of General Mo-
tors Corp., in a move that’s expected to
stave off a bankruptcy protection filing
at the company but also severely limit
GM'’s control over it.

In exchange for the slice of the $700 bil-
lion bank rescue package, the govern-
ment will receive preferred shares that
pay an 8 percent dividend and warrants
to purchase additional shares in return
for the money, the department said.

Treasury also said it will lend up to

$1 billion to General Motors so that the
company can purchase additional eq-
uity that GMAC is planning to offer as
part of its effort to raise more capital.

The government aid is also expected
to provide a needed boost to domestic
auto sales by freeing up more credit for
consumers. GMAC said Tuesday that
it would immediately resume lending
to certain customers it had previously
said were too great a risk for auto loans
as a result of the tight credit markets.

The assistance is part of a larger gov-
ernment effort to aid the auto industry
and is on top of the $17.4 billion in loans
the Bush administration agreed to pro-
vide to the industry Dec. 19, a Treasury
Department official said.

Analysts had speculated that if GMAC
didn’t obtain financial help it would
have to file for bankruptcy protection
or shut down, which would be a serious
blow to GM’s own chances for survival.

Last week, the Federal Reserve ap-
proved GMAC'’s application to become
a bank holding company, which made
it eligible to receive money from the fi-
nancial rescue fund. The Fed’s approval
was contingent on GMAC raising addi-
tional capital.

JPMorgan’s Himanshu Patel said the
moves show how Treasury is taking
a comprehensive look at GM’s entire
business and make a bankruptcy pro-

See GMAC, Page 3A
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year

Holiday
prompts
closings

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

As arearesidents get ready
to ring in the new vyear,
many area businesses and
agencies are preparing to
take time off from their rou-
tines.

The city of Big Spring will
close all offices, including
the municipal landfill and
compost facility, Thursday
in observance of New Year’s
Day. There will be no sani-
tation pick-up Thursday, as
well. Business is expected
to resume as normal Friday
morning.

Howard County employees
will also be afforded time to
enjoy the new year, with of-
fices also to be closed Thurs-
day. County operations are
to resume Friday morning.

The Big Spring Post Of-
fice will also be following
the city and county, closing

See CLOSED, Page 3A

City officials:

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Area residents considering
dumping their live Christ-
mas trees in city dumpsters
may want to think again.

According to Kenny Davis,
director of code enforcement
and the municipal landfill

Davis

Recycle those live Christmas trees

) for the city of

Big Spring, of-
ficials will treat
the transgression
just like any oth-
er code violation,
and the end result
could be a fine for
wrong-doers.

“If someone puts their tree
in a dumpster or next to the
dumpster, we won’t pick it
up,” said Davis. “We’ll sim-
ply notify code enforcement
and let them handle it.”

Davis said area residents
should instead consider a
slightly “greener” approach

when it comes to disposing
of their live Christmas trees
this year.

“The tree recycling pro-
gram is going to be oper-
ated mainly out of the City
Compost Facility this year,”
said Davis. “If people want
to leave their trees at the old

Wal-Mart parking lot like
they have in years past, we’ll
be glad to pick them up. How-
ever, we won’t be able to have
a container out there to col-
lect them, since we have all
of our containers out right

See TREES, Page 3A
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BSHS cheerleaders place
eighth in national contest

The Big Spring High School varsity cheer-
leaders took eighth place in their division
during Monday’s National Cheerleader As-
sociation Championship competition in

Dallas.

According to BSHS officials, Monday’s
placing was the first time the varsity cheer-
leading squad has made it to the national

competition.

The squad, which is coached by Marie
Wells and Shana Braseo, also received the
Superior Showmanship Award.

Snow plow driver in hot water

CROOKSTON, Minn. (AP) — A Minnesota snowplow op-
erator is in hot water with his boss after driving a $200,000

loader into a frozen river.

Mike Raymond was clearing snow from county parking lots
early Monday when he decided to also clear off a boat ramp

on the frozen Red Lake River.

Raymond says he wanted to make it easier for people who
pull fish houses on trailers onto the river. He so happens to
have a fish house on the river himself — but told the Grand
Forks Herald that’s not why he wanted to clear the area.

The John Deere 544 loader slid down the cement ramp,
through the ice to the river bottom.

Emergency workers quickly helped Raymond out, but it
took hours to retrieve the loader.
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Big Spring Steers Head Coach Marcus Morris talks to his players during
a timeout Dec. 5 in Andrews. The Steers split their first two games at a
round-robin tournament in Kerrville Monday.

Change
coming

Boys fixing approach,
not reassigning coaches

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

IRVING — The Dallas Cowboys aren’t
changing coaches. Instead, coach Wade
Phillips plans to change.

After seeing Super Bowl hopes fizzle
into a 9-7 season that wasn’t good enough
to make the playoffs, team owner Jerry
Jones has vowed to bring back Phillips,
and Phillips vowed Monday to do things
differently.

“We know things must improve. The
only way is to change things,” Phillips
said. “To get to the standard we want, I
don’t see any other way.”

This was Phillips’ second season in
Dallas and his second straight devastat-
ing finish.

The Cowboys went 13-3 last year and
owned the No. 1 seed in the NFC, only to
lose their first playoff game; the fact it
was at home a week after Tony Romo,
some teammates and their significant
others went to a resort in Mexico only
made it worse. This time, Dallas over-
came injuries and infighting to have a
chance to make the playoffs by winning
the finale, only to come out emotionless
and error-prone in a 44-6 loss to
Philadelphia.

“You can’t say, ‘Well, OK, everything’s
going to be all right,” because it’s not
going to be all right if you do the same
thing and I'm talking about myself,”
Phillips said. “I have to look at myself
from how I deal with things, from how we
have training camp, how we have prac-
tices, whatever.”

Phillips said he and Jones already “talk-
ed man to man” about what went wrong
and what needs to be done about it. All
he’s decided so far is that he needs a plan;
he’s only started putting it together.
However, he expects both coordinators
and all the star players to return.

The big change Phillips seems to be
talking about is getting tough, a la previ-
ous Dallas coaches Bill Parcells and
Jimmy Johnson. That would be quite a
change for a 61-year-old man whose repu-
tation as a players’ coach has been forged
over 32 seasons in the NFL.

“If it means being more demanding,
more whatever, I have to get it done,”
Phillips said.

Asked how he can do that while being
true to himself, Phillips said: “My person-
ality is probably not going to change as
much as what you ask them to do. ... My
personality of looking like I'm laid back
all the time, that’s not going to change.”

Phillips said he’s been through similar,
successful “changes” by the boss when he
was an assistant at Buffalo under Marv
Levy and at San Diego under Marty
Schottenheimer. He plans to get advice
from those coaches and from another for-
mer boss, Dan Reeves. While all are
respected, none has ever won a Super
Bowl.

One change Phillips already made was
opting not to address the team Monday.
Players met with position coaches,
cleaned out their lockers, tied up other
loose ends and were free to go.

See COWBOYS, Page 2B
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the
Alexander. Alexander, a junior, is 6-8
and considered one of the top wings

Steers split two
in Kerrville tourney

Herald Staff Report 1

KERRVILLE — Big Spring’s Steers
are trying to keep fresh over the holi-
days and did so by splitting a pair of
games at the Kerrville Tournament
Monday.

Big Spring opened by edging host
Kerrville Tivy, 53-51, but fell in its sec-
ond game to Drippring Springs, 64-51.

Against Tivy, the Steers watched a
7-point halftime lead dissipate as Tivy
came out of the locker room hot, out-
scoring Big Spring 22-9 in the third
period.

The Steers rallied, though, holding a

9-11 edge in the final frame which

gave them the 2-point victory.

Jerrell Williams sank six 3-pointers

to score a game-high 23 points. Tyrone
Clemons added 11.

Dripping Springs jumped out early

on the Steers in the first period, and
kept its lead in double figures through-
out the rest of the game.

Big Spring simply couldn’t deal with
Tigers’ star player Daniel

See STEERS, Page 2B

Forsan surging in Sterling City

-

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hul
Forsan Buffaloes guard Jeremy Robbins goes to the hoop for two points
in action from Nov. 24 at Buffalo Gym in Forsan. Both the Buffs and Lady
Buffs won their first two games at the Sterling City Tournament Monday
and will play for the tourney championship Tuesday. The girls are set to
tip off at 4:30 p.m. vs. Denver City, while the boys play at 6 p.m. against
an opponent that was unknown at press time.

Owls, Broncos
looking for

milestone win
in Texas Bowl

By CHRIS DUNCAN
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON Not exactly
steeped in tradition, Rice or
Western Michigan will add a
milestone victory to their mod-
est football histories Tuesday at
the Texas Bowl.

The Owls (9-3) haven’t won a
bowl game in over 50 years,
while the Broncos (9-3) are win-
less in three previous bowl
appearances. Western Michigan
is trying to secure its first 10-win
season, while Rice is trying to
reach double-digit wins for the
first time since 1949.

“A lot of people aren’t going to
look at this and say, ‘Look at
that matchup,’” said Rice senior
quarterback Chase Clement.
“But I know we’ve got a great
opportunity, because of the sea-
son they’ve had, and for us to get
to 10 wins. We have a great
opportunity to accomplish a lot,
just by winning this game.”

Rice lost to Troy in the 2006
New Orleans Bowl, ending a
45-year postseason drought. The
Owls’ last bowl victory came
Jan. 1, 1954, a 28-6 win over
Alabama in the Cotton Bowl.

Western Michigan lost to
Cincinnati in the International
Bowl after the 2006 season, two
years removed from a 1-10 cam-
paign. The Broncoshavereached
nine wins for just the second
time since 1988, the year they
lost to Fresno State in the
California Bowl. The only other
bowl appearance came in 1961,
I and the current players have
talked about what a victory in
Houston would mean for the
program.

“We’d love to be remembered
as the best team ever to go
through Western,” junior

See BOWL, Page 2B

Browns, Lions, Jets make coaching moves

By RACHEL COHEN
AP Sports Writer

Lofty expectations did in Eric
Mangini and Romeo Crennel, as
their teams’ seasons crumbled from
high hopes to demoralizing finish-
es.

Little was expected of the Detroit
Lions, though nor was the worst
season in NFL history. That cost
Rod Marinelli his job, too.

“You can’t go 0-16 and expect to
keep your job,” Marinelli said.

Now two interim coaches who
breathed some life into downtrod-
den clubs — the Rams’ Jim Haslett
and the Raiders’ Tom Cable — await
word on their fates.

Three NFL clubs fired coaches
Monday, less than 24 hours after the
regular season ended. Out were
Marinelli, the New York Jets’
Mangini and the Cleveland Browns’
Crennel.

Only Mangini’s firing came as a
bit of a surprise. The Jets harbored
Super Bowl aspirations after an 8-3
start that followed an offseason

spending spree, including the trade
for Brett Favre. But they didn’t even
make the playoffs, losing four of
their last five games.

“I don’t think it was one thing,”
owner Woody Johnson said. “We
had to go in a different direction.
There’s nothing specific. It’s just a
call we made. Hopefully, it’s cor-
rect.”

The Browns’ search to replace
Crennel is already off to a disheart-
ening start: Bill Cowher told owner
Randy Lerner on Saturday that he
doesn’t intend to coach in 2009.

Cleveland was rewarded with five
prime-time TV appearances this
season after going 10-6 in 2007 and
placing six players in the Pro Bowl.
But the Browns collapsed to 4-12
amid injuries and didn’t score an
offensive touchdown while losing
their last six games.

“Romeo was a gentleman through
and through,” Lerner said. “He was
gracious to a fault.”

The Lions became the first NFL
club to go 0-16 with their loss to the

Packers on Sunday. Marinelli won
only one of his last 24 games.

Three coaches were fired during
the regular season: Mike Nolan in
San Francisco, Scott Linehan in St.
Louis and Lane Kiffin in Oakland.

Mike Singletary replaced Nolan
and will be retained after the 49ers
went 5-4 in their final nine games.

Cowboys owner Jerry Jones insists
Wade Phillips will return as coach
after Dallas, a preseason Super Bowl
favorite, failed to make the playoffs
— and was eliminated in humiliat-
ing fashion in Sunday’s 44-6 loss to
Philadelphia.

Phillips vowed Monday to do
things differently.

“We know things must improve.
The only way is to change things,”
he said. “To get to the standard we
want, I don’t see another way.”

Cable went 4-8 after taking over
the Raiders and ended the season
with two straight victories, knock-
ing the Buccaneers out of the play-
offs Sunday. Haslett went 2-10 with
the Rams.
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Obituaries
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San Juana ‘Janie’ Tovar

San Juana “Janie” Tovar, 73, of
Ennis, formerly of Big Spring, left
this world to be with her parents
and brothers Sunday, Dec. 28, 2008,
at Ennis Regional Hospital. Vigil
services will be at 7 p.m. Tuesday
at Myers & Smith Chapel, led by
Isabel Escovedo. Funeral mass will
be at 11 a.m. Wednesday at St.
Thomas Catholic Church with the
Rev. Ariel Lagunilla officiating.
Burial will be at Mt. Olive Memorial

Park.

She was born Dec. 27, 1935, in Buda, Texas, to
Emilia and Juan Tovar. She lived most of her life
in Big Spring except for a short while in Ennis. She
was a retired nurse’s aide. She was a Catholic and
was a Cursillista. Though she had no children of
her own, as the eldest of nine children, she helped
raise three generations. After retiring, she devoted
her life to raising her great nieces, Zoe and Rosie
Tovar, and her great nephew, William Tovar.

She is survived by four sisters, Feliza Torres and
her husband Carlos and Guadalupe Tovar and her
husband Kenneth, all of Los Angeles, Diane Chavez
and Petra Tovar and her husband Gregory, all of
Big Spring; two brothers, Pablo Tovar and his wife
Nancy of Sherman and Fidel Tovar and his wife
Marion of Pasadena; 28 nieces and nephews; and 58
great nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in
death by two brothers, Juan Tovar Jr. and Mike
Tovar.

Palbearers will be Freddie Salazar, Martin Tovar,
Jimmy Futrelle, Kyle Stevenson, Patricia Fiess
and Amanda Torres.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Support Groups

TUESDAY

e Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and
the First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and
Runnels (north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins
are welcome. For more information, contact Sherry
Hodne3tt at 264-7599.

*The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St.

eAlcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1
p.m. and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

¢ Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

* RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic
pain disease), a new support and informative group
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for
more information.

THURSDAY

¢ Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1
p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9
p.m.

FRIDAY

* AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1
p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY

¢ Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-
ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speak-
ers meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open
birthday night, no smoking meeting the last
Saturday of each month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY

e Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to
noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6
p.m.

MONDAY

e Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and
widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at
398-5239.

« Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets
at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Departent reported the fol-
lowing activity:

« ASSAULT ON A PUBLIC SERVANT was report-
ed in the 400 block of fourth.

 CRIMINAL TRESPASS WARNING was reported
in the 1200 block of 11 Place.

« EVADING ARREST OR DETENTION USING A
MOTOR VEHICLE was reported in the 1600 block
of Donley.

*POSSESSIONOFA CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
was reported in the 1600 block of Donley.

e THEFT was reported in the 1100 block of Lamesa
Highway and the 800 block of Interstate 20.

Sheriff

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity (note: officials reported 68 pris-
oners in the county jail):

 JESUS MARTINEZ-GARCIA, 42, was arrested
by DPS on a charge of public intoxication.

« JOSE GUADALUPE GARCIA-MARTINEZ, 25,
was arrested by DPS on charges of tampering with
a government record and fraudulent use or posses-
sion of identifying information.

« DUSTIN DWYANE ROBBINS, 26, was arrested
by DPS on a charge of possession of marijuana.

e STEVEN ANTHONY RODRIGUEZ, 36, was
transferred from BSPD after being arrested on a
charge of criminal mischief.

« ROBERT DIAZ JR., 26, was arrested by deputies
on a charge of burglary of a building.

« MICHAEL JOSEPH LEDFORD, 36, was arrested
by deputies on charges of ride not secured by safety
belt, no liability insurance, violating promise to
appear and possession of marijuana.

« ADRIAN YANEZ, 20, was arrested by deputies
on charges of possession of marijuana and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

e CHRISTOVAL MORENO, 49, was arrested by
deputies on two charges of burglary of a building.

e ORLANDO MONTANEZ, 27, was transferred
from BSPD after being arrested on a charge of
aggravated assault with a deadly weapon.

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency
Medical Service reported the following activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 4000 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to
SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 2000 block of
Rickabaugh. One person was transported to
SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of
Mesa. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of
Tucson. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 3600 block of
White Road. One person was transported to

Take

* The purpose of life is a life of purpose. Join
Nurses’ Hospice of Big Spring Volunteer program
today. We request potential volunteers not to vol-
unteer for one year after a significant loss. Come
by 1008 E. Third St. or call (432)517-4073.

e The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for
the best interest of abused and neglect children in
court in an effort to find each child a safe, nurtur-
ing and permanent home. CASA currently has 10
active volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of
Howard County in foster care. A class is forming in
Howard County and 20 volunteers are needed. For
more information on becoming a CASA volunteer,
please contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

e The Big Spring Salvation Army will be con-
ducting free blood pressure and glucose screenings
Dec. 31 from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. at the Army’s
Corps Building, located at 811 W. Fifth St. The
screenings are being sponsored by In-Home Care.
For more information, contact the Salvation Army
at 267-8239.
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Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 2-4-10-12-35.
Number matching five of five: 0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 2-4-10-12-35.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 3-5-9-7. Sum It
Up: 24.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 8-5-6. Sum It
Up: 19.

Financial News

NEW YORK (AP) — Wall Street showed more
signs of stability Tuesday as investors shook off a
record low reading on consumer confidence and
placed some moderate bets in the last days of a bru-
tal 2008.

The Conference Board’s Consumer Confidence in-
dex dropped to 38 in December from a revised 44.7
in November, well below the expectation of 45 of
economists surveyed by Thomson Reuters.

Investors were well prepared for a disappointing
reading after consumers reluctant to spend left re-
tailers with their worst holiday season in years. The
International Council of Shopping Centers reported
Tuesday that weekly same-store sales dropped 1.5
percent last week from the 40 retailers it polls.

The market got some support from a slight rise
in the Chicago Purchasing Managers Index, which
measures manufacturing activity in the Midwest.
The index for December crept up to 34.1 from No-
vember’s 33.8. It is considered a precursor to the na-
tional index to be released by the Institute for Sup-
ply Management on Friday.

Investors also drew some comfort from the gov-
ernment’s decision to provide $5 billion to General
Motors Corp.’s troubled financing arm. The Trea-
sury Department said late Monday it would provide
the money to GMAC Financial Services LLC from
the $700 billion bank rescue program. The Federal
Reserve last week approved GMAC’s application
to become a bank holding company, a move that
cleared the way for the company to receive money
from the financial rescue fund.

Note

Access Reverse Commute project with the Texas
Department of Transportation offers transporta-
tion to employment in Midland, on a limited sched-
ule, Monday through Friday each week. This fixed
route currently leaves Big Spring at 7 a.m. and
makes a stop at the EZ Rider bus connection in
downtown Midland. The route leaves Midland for
the return to Big spring at 4:15 p.m. As a promo-
tional introduction, no fare is charged. Beginning
April 1, the daily fare will be from $3 to $8, round-
trip, depending on the number of passengers using
the service. For more information, call Victor
Enriquez, JARC coordinator, at West Texas
Opportunities, (800) 245-9028.

e The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded
West Texas Opportunities Inc. $130,000 through the
Texas Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment
fund. WTO will assist current and former military
personnel serving in Iraq or Afghanistan and their
families. Funding will serve Howard, Martin,
Andrews, Borden, Dawson, Ector, Fisher, Gaines,
Glasscock, Midland, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry and
Upton counties. For more information, contact
Diana Martinez or Debbie Wilson at 110 Johnson in
Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.
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Upcoming Bowl
Schedule

Saturday
Humanitarian Bowl
Maryland vs. Nevada, 3:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Holiday Bowl
Oklahoma State vs. Oregon, 7 p.m. (ESPN)

Texas Bowl
Western Michigan vs. Rice, 7 p.m. (NFL)

Wednesday
Armed Forces Bowl
Houston vs. Air Force, 11 a.m. (ESPN)

Sun Bowl
Oregon State vs. Pitt, 1 p.m. (CBS)

Music City Bowl
Boston College vs. Vanderbilt, 2:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Insight Bowl
Kansas vs. Minnesota, 5 p.m. (NFL)

Chick-fil-A Bow!l
LSU vs. Georgia Tech, 6:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Thursday
Capital One Bowl
Georgia vs. Michigan State, noon (ABC)

Rose Bowl
Penn State vs. USC, 3:30 p.m. (ABC)

Orange Bowl
Cincinnati vs. Virginia Tech, 7:30 p.m. (FOX)

BOWL

Continued from Page 1B

quarterback Tim Hiller said.

The matchup at Reliant
Stadium — home of the NFL’s
Houston Texans — figures to be
one of the highest-scoring games
of the bowl season. Both teams
pass about 40 times per game and
rank among the top 25 nationally
in total offense.

The Owls ranked 10th nation-
ally in total offense (472 yards
per game) and eighth in scoring
(42 points). Clement ranked third
in total offense (369 yards) and
sixth in pass efficiency, finish-
ing the regular season with a
165.4 rating.

Rice was the only team in the
nation with two players in the
top 10 in receiving yards per
game — Jarett Dillard and James
Casey. Dillard is the NCAA’s
career leader in touchdown
catches (59) and he needs nine
catches in the bowl game to crack
the top 10 in that category.

“He’s got great body control in
the air,” said Rice coach David
Bailiff, finishing his second sea-
son. “If you took a football out of
his hands and put a basketball in

it, you’d think he was Dr. J. His
leaping ability, at times, he’s still
going up when others are coming
down.”

The Broncos ranked 24th in
total offense (423 yards per game)
and 37th in scoring (30 points per
game).

Hiller led the Mid-American
Conference in yards passing (294
per game) and Jamarko Simmons
ranked second in the league in
yards receiving (98.7 per game).

“The only thing that’s stopped
us is us,” said Hiller, who threw
34 touchdowns to only eight
interceptions. “We have a lot of
confidence in ourselves.”

Western Michigan’s defense
ranked seventh in the MAC and
11th against the pass, an omi-
nous sign. But senior defensive
back E.J. Biggers said the
Broncos won’t be caught off-
guard by the Owls, since they
face ahigh-powered offense every
day in practice.

“They have some great fire-
power,” said Biggers. “But we
have great firepower, too, and
that’s going to make it easier for
us to prepare.”

The Owls ranked as one of the
nation’s worst defenses, allowing
467 yards and 35 points per
game.

They allowed 30 points or more
five times — and won all five of
those games.

Rice led Conference USA with a
plus-13 turnover margin and
Bailiff said that will be a key sta-
tistic in the bowl game. Western
Michigan was minus-3 in the cat-
egory.

But Bailiff isn’t expecting
either defense to hold down the
opposing offense.

He said defenses across the
country are still trying to catch
up as offenses — like the two in
this game — have evolved and
become more complex.

“You used to tell a defensive
lineman they had 4 seconds to get
to a quarterback. Now you have
1.8 seconds and the ball’s proba-
bly gone anyway,” he said. “It
used to be that your defense had
to be in the teens to win a football
game. Now, if you can hold some-
body to 28, you're probably in
pretty good shape, you know, in
the fourth quarter.

“Football has changed,” he
said. “The quarterbacks are so
much more intelligent on read-
ing all the different coverages.
They know where the soft spots
are. It’s a wide-open football
game.”

COWBOYS

Continued from Page 1B

Linebacker Bradie James, a defensive team cap-
tain, didn’t like that change.

“I don’t want to just end this thing and be in the
dark,” James said.

So James had to hear from reporters that Phillips

sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated
in any row, column or box.
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By Steve Becker
Performing the Impossible
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South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
#KQ53
YKI2
®J6
$QJ8S
WEST EAST
MA1087 o
¥853 ¥Q10964
41097 €0Q8432
632 974
SOUTH
419642
VAT
®AKS
SAK 10
The bidding:
South  West  North East
14 Pass 36 Pass
(K )

Opening lead — ten of diamonds.

Doing the impossible is sort of a
contradiction in terms, but there are
situations in bridge where what
appears to be impossible can be
accomplished nevertheless. Take this
deal where South is in six spades.

South would ordinarily have no
trouble making the contract, but in
this case he has his hands full
because West has all four missing
trumps. Suspecting nothing out of
the ordinary, South wins the diamond
lead with the ace and plays a low
spade. West follows with the seven,
dummy plays the queen, and East
shows out.

It now appears that West has two
sure trump tricks, and that all he has

to do is sit and wait for them. But if

declarer pays close attention to his
knitting, West winds up with only
one trump trick.

South’s only hope is to arrange an
endplay in the trump suit. This can be
accomplished if West has the right
distribution in the three side suits.

Accordingly, South cashes the A-
K of hearts and trumps the jack; then
he cashes the king of diamonds and
trumps a diamond. Next he cashes
the A-K-Q of clubs to bring about
this position:

North
#KS5
»)
West
#A108

East
Immaterial

South
#J96

The lead is in dummy, and the
jack of clubs is played. When South
ruffs with the jack, West has no
recourse. If he overruffs with the ace,
he is on lead, and whether he returns
the eight or the ten, declarer takes the
last two tricks.

West is likewise done for if he
underruffs the jack. South simply
next plays a spade toward dummy,
and West scores only the ace.

It just goes to show that, no mat-
ter how tough the going sometimes
is, you still have a chance if you
don’t give up.

©2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

is plotting a new approach. Asked if that will work,
James smiled wide and said, “If you know a person
to be a certain way and then all of a sudden you
have an extreme change, I don’t know how well
that’s going to be taken. I don’t know what he
means by that. Like I said, he didn’t address us, so
I don’t know. ... Whatever needs to be done, I'm all
for it.”

Here’s something that hasn’t changed: soap opera
side stories.

The only reason James spoke to reporters was to
clear up an incident he just had with a fan who was
standing outside the driveway into team headquar-
ters wearing a sandwich board that read “Our
team has no heart” on the front, and “Wade is an
embarrassment to the star” on the back.

James tore the sign off the man, breaking his
sunglasses. James then went to his locker, got a
pair of expensive shades he’d been given and
returned with an apology, a handshake and a gift.
Police came and left without taking any action.

“He was like, “‘Why you guys didn’t have that fire
last night!” You should’ve showed that much heart
last night!” So the next thing you know I'm just rip-
ping that sign off of him,” James said. “So I went
and gift-wrapped some Oakleys, and he got some-
thing out of the deal. I told him, ‘I share your frus-
trations. But where we differ is I wouldn’t go to
anybody’s job, especially not up here with 300-
pound guys, trying to tell them what they didn’t do
right.””

James turned out to be the most high-profile
player to step up in front of cameras Monday. The
only others were linebacker Zach Thomas, receiv-
er Roy Williams and rookie running back Tashard
Choice, all whom were in their first season in
Dallas and thus have less perspective about what
went wrong.

James’ take: “There were a lot of personalities
put on this team and we didn’t jell. We didn’t find a
way to jell. This past game, you could see it. When
you know you've got something on the line and
you're playing to go into the playoffs, you know
what you have to do, and you go out there and stink
it up like that? That just speaks for itself.”

Thomas finished his 13th NFL season and said

FREE DIRECTV 4 ROOM SYSTEM!

265+ ALL DIGITAL CHANNELS!
130 HD CHANNELS!

FREE HBO, Showtime & Starz
for 3 Months!

Packages Start only $29.99
FREE DVR/HD
No Start Up Costs!
We're Local Installers!

Toll Free 800-214-7110

Channel Pkgs.
Start
$29.99 / mo

he’ll be healthy enough to return for No. 14,
although not necessarily in Dallas.

“I’'m going to weigh my options,” he said. “I'm
healthy and I feel like I still got a lot of fuel left in
this tank.”

He heads into the offseason shaking his head that
this collection of talent won only nine games, while
the 1-15 Miami team he left went 11-5. Cowboys fans
look at the Dolphins’ turnaround and grumble
about it being orchestrated by former Dallas folks,
from Parcells to coach Tony Sparano, who was
among the people passed over when Jones hired
Phillips and made Jason Garrett the offensive coor-
dinator in 2007.

“We didn’t really get to our full potential,”
Thomas said. “We were inconsistent all year. I
don’t understand it, but that’s something for them
to fix. I mean, they’ve got a great organization
here, a lot of great players. Something’s missing.
I'm hoping they find out because Jerry Jones
deserves it, Wade deserves it.”

Williams caught only 19 passes for 198 yards and
a touchdown over 10 games after being acquired
from Detroit for three draft picks, including Dallas’
first-rounder (20th overall). He and Romo never got
in sync, including an interception on a ball thrown
his way Sunday.

“I would love to take the blame for that one, but I
can’t,” Williams said. “Once we get a training
camp under our system, we’ll be good.”

Notes: Among the things Phillips said must
change are penalties (Dallas had the most in the
NFL, second-most in yards) and turnovers (second
in NFL). Romo had 21 turnovers in 13 games.
“We’ve got to get a plan to help him,” Phillips said.

.. Phillips said Romo injured rib cartilage during
Sunday’s game, and a flare-up of the pain caused
him to collapse in the shower afterward. Phillips
added that Romo or Marion Barber (dislocated toe)
need rest, not surgery, to cure all that ails them. ...
The 2009 foes are set. In addition to playing the
Giants, Philadelphia and Washington at home and
on the road, the Cowboys will play host to Atlanta,
Carolina, Seattle, Oakland and San Diego; and at
New Orleans, Tampa Bay, Green Bay, Denver and
Kansas City.

STEERS

Continued from Page 1B

Williams led the Steers
again with 19 points,
including three 3-point-
ers, while Clemons
added another 11.

in the country. He’s The Steers finished

being recruited heavily
by Texas A&M, Baylor
and Marquette.
Alexander hit four
treys and lit up the
Steers for 25 points.

J”  LastCoton Game At The

COTTON BOW

4 Tickets to

Friday, Jan. 2,

15528

the two-day round robin
tournament today, play-
ing Cedar Park at 9 a.m.
and then facing the
state’s second-ranked
4A squad Lake Travis at
noon.

Parking Ticket Included

4 Tickets All Together
[234) 160-1077

Local Resident Selling Tickets

Big Spring 53,
Kerrville Tivy 51
Big Spring 1510 9 19—53
Kerrville Tivy 8 10 22 11—51
Big Spring: Jerrell Williams 23,
Jon Benavides 3, Zamir Linton 2,
Tyrone Clemons 11, Pavel
Plakhotny 2, Josh Harris 6,
Xavian Parnell 1, Matt Ritchey
5.
Kerrville: Eschreine 4, Perry
16, Olgin 7, Finley 12, Kotem 6.
3-point goals: Big Spring 6
(Williams), Kerrville 4. Free
throws: Big Spring 17-28;
Kerrville 14-29. Total fouls: Big
Spring 25, Kerrville 18. Fouled
out: Sidney Parker, Perry.

2009

Dripping Springs 64,
Big Spring 51

BS 1412 7 18—51
DS 24 18 11 11—64

Big Spring: Williams 19,
Benavides 5, Linton 3, Clemons
11, Harris 2, Parnell 8, Ritchey 4,
Parker 2.

Dripping Springs: Beckman 2,
Batson 4, Drury 3, Lewis 6,
Collier 1, Beyer 10, Gilliam 3,
Poole 6, Alexander 25, Rice 2,
Powell 2.

3-point goals: BS 6 (Williams
3, Clemons 2, Benavides 1). DS
7 (Alexander 4). Free throws: BS
11-16, DS 9-15. Total fouls: BS
14, DS 14. Foul out: Ritchey.

y
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P News in brief

Israeli warplanes slam Gaza
government compound, ground

troops mass along border

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) — Israeli aircraft
kept up a relentless string of attacks on Hamas-
ruled Gaza on Tuesday, smashing a government
complex, security installations and the home of
a top militant commander as thousands of Israe-
1i ground troops, backed by tanks and artillery,
massed along the border and waited for a signal to
attack.

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert told President
Shimon Peres on Tuesday that the aerial phase of
the operation is “the first of several” phases of at-
tack that have been approved, an Olmert spokes-
man said.

Warplanes launched their bruising aerial offen-
sive on Saturday after the Islamic Hamas defied
Israel’s warnings that it would not stand for the
rocket barrages on southern Israel that resumed
nearly two months ago, toward the end of a recent-
ly expired truce.

More than 360 Palestinians have been killed, most
of them members of Hamas security forces but at
least 64 of them civilians, according to the United
Nations. The toll includes two sisters, aged 4 and
11, who perished in an airstrike on a rocket squad
in northern Gaza on Tuesday.

Militants, battered but unbowed, have pressed on
with their rocket and mortar assaults, killing three
Israeli civilians and a soldier and bringing a wid-
ening circle of targets into their sights with an ar-
senal of longer-range missiles.

Former Bush advisers say
Katrina severely damaged

Bush’s ability to talk to nation
WASHINGTON (AP) — Hurricane Katrina not
only pulverized the Gulf Coast in 2005, it knocked
the bully pulpit out from under President George W.
Bush, according to two former advisers who spoke

candidly about the political impact of the govern-
ment’s poor handling of the natural disaster.

“Katrina to me was the tipping point,” said Mat-
thew Dowd, Bush’s pollster and chief strategist for
the 2004 presidential campaign. “The president
broke his bond with the public. Once that bond was
broken, he no longer had the capacity to talk to the
American public. State of the Union addresses? It
didn’t matter. Legislative initiatives? It didn’t mat-
ter. P.R.? It didn’t matter. Travel? It didn’t mat-
ter.”

Dan Bartlett, former White House communica-
tions director and later counselor to the president,
said: “Politically, it was the final nail in the cof-
fin.”

Their comments are a part of an oral history of the
Bush White House that Vanity Fair magazine com-
piled for its February issue, which hits newsstands
in New York and Los Angeles on Wednesday, and
nationally on Jan. 6. Vanity Fair published com-
ments by current and former government officials,
foreign ministers, campaign strategists and numer-
ous others on topics that included Iraq, the anthrax
attacks, the economy and immaigration.

Police say Santa gunman planned
to kill his mother and ex-wife’s

lawyer after attack at party

COVINA, Calif. (AP) — The man who killed nine
people at his former in-law’s Christmas party while
dressed as Santa Claus had plotted the attack sever-
al months ago and his hit list was longer than first
thought.

Police said Monday that Bruce Pardo planned to
also Kkill his mother and his ex-wife’s divorce at-
torney but committed suicide before he could com-
plete the task.

Authorities said his plan was thorough and de-
tailed. Pardo had a getaway car, an airplane ticket
to the Midwest, several guns, and high-powered
ammunition only sold outside the state.

He launched the attack on Christmas Eve, putting

on his Santa Claus suit, arming himself with four
guns and barging into a party at his ex-relatives’
home. He then killed nine people and torched the
home.

Police Lt. Pat Buchanan said Pardo knew his
mother had been invited to the party and intended
to kill her because he felt she sided with his ex-wife
in their divorce. Lucky for her, Buchanan said, she
felt ill and opted to stay home.

Family of missing cruise passenger
believes she jumped overboard,

but investigation continues

MIAMI (AP) — A woman who went missing from
a cruise ship in the Gulf of Mexico might have
jumped overboard, her family believes, but author-
ities are still investigating whether someone could
have pushed her.

The U.S. Coast Guard suspended its search Mon-
day for Jennifer Ellis Seitz, a Florida journalist,
who was reported missing by her husband about
eight hours after a surveillance camera captured a
person falling overboard on Christmas night. Mex-
ican authorities said they planned to search until
Wednesday.

The FBI said agents were still trying to determine
whether a crime was committed.

Seitz had “previous emotional issues,” yet there
were no outward signs of distress while on the sev-
en-night cruise from Miami, her family said in a
statement given to two Florida newspapers where
she had previously worked. Seitz’s mother joined
her daughter and son-in-law on the cruise.

“Jennifer was in a very happy and uplifted mood
both before and during the cruise,” the Ellis family
said in the statement. “She was excited about start-
ing a new job and her future career with a local
newspaper. She and her husband had been talking
about starting their family. The family suspects
that Jennifer chose an unfortunate ending to her
life. She was a beautiful and caring person and will
be truly missed by all who love her.”

or may even eventually

GMAC
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whether it has met its
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tection filing and liqui-
dation extremelyunlike-
ly.

But at the same time,
the automaker is losing
control of the financing
business, which may or
may not have positive
results down the road.

“GM is now on a path
to become the first glob-
al carmaker to have no
influence/control over
a captive auto finance
company — this may
prove a disadvantage
to GM sales or, if not, it
may prompt other (orig-
inal equipment manu-
facturers) to follow,”
Patel wrote in a note to
investors.

The analyst said that
the moves could allow
GMAC to pickup market
share in the long term,

spur a public offering.

Separately, GMAC said
Monday that it has ac-
cepted all the bonds ten-
dered in a debt-for-eq-
uity swap that was also
partofitscapital-raising
efforts. The company re-
leased few details about
the results of the swap,
but said that the condi-
tions of the offers had
been satisfied.

GMAC “intends to
act quickly to resume
automotive lending to
a broader spectrum of
customers,” the compa-
ny said in a statement.

The company’s goal
is to reach $30 billion
in capital, the majority
of which would come
from the debt-for-equity
exchange. GMAC has
struggled to get bond-
holders to convert 75
percent of their debt
into equity of the com-

goal.

The Treasury Depart-
ment’s investment in
the company does not
mean it is “passing
judgment” on wheth-
er GMAC has met the
Fed’s requirements to
raise additional capital,
the official said.

GMAC, meanwhile,
said the government’s $5
billion investment was
completed Monday. The
$1 billion loan is still in
progress, the Treasury
official said.

The Treasury Depart-
ment said after initial-
ly bailing out the auto
industry earlier this
month that it had com-
mitted the first $350 bil-
lion of the bank bailout
fund, and said Congress
should release the sec-
ond half.

But in several cases

actually spent all the
committed funds, and
the department will use
money that hasn’t yet
been spent to fund the
investment in GMAC,
the official said. For ex-
ample, the department
allocated $250 billion
for a program to inject
capital into banks, but
has so far spent only
about $162 billion of that
amount.

General Motors’ par-
tial ownership of GMAC
has Kkept the finance
arm lending to dealers
and car buyers, even as
credit from traditional
banks has dried up. If
GMAC went bankrupt,
other institutions would
be unlikely to step in to
replace the credit lost
by GM’s dealers and
customers.

GMAC said Tuesday
that it will resume offer-

ing to customers with
credit scores as low as
621, eliminating restric-
tions put in place two
months ago that man-
dated a minimum score

of 700.
“We will continue to
employ responsible

credit standards, but
will be able to relax the
constraints we put in
place a few months ago
due to the credit crisis,”
GMAC President Bill
Muir said in a state-
ment. “We will imme-
diately put our renewed
access to capital to use
to facilitate the pur-
chase of cars and trucks
in the U.S.”

Muir said the change
will allow the company
to return to “more nor-
mal” financing volumes
and help stabilize the
domestic auto industry.

GM owns 49 percent of

CLOSED
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its offices Thursday for
the holiday.

Post Office officials
said the only deliveries
that will be made will be
express deliveries, with
business expected to re-
sume Friday morning.

As many people pre-
pare to enjoy a day off

for New Years, area
emergency personnel
will be bracing them-
selves for the inevitable
holiday onslaught. Lo-
cal agencies, including
the Big Spring Police
Department, Fire De-
partment, Emergency
Medical Services and
Howard County Sher-
iff’s Office, all report
the special day will be
busier for them, as they
pay special attention to

motorists and party-go-
ers. The police depart-
ment’s main office will
be closed Thursday, and
will reopen at 8 a.m. Fri-
day.

Those looking for
party supplies at the
last minute will be re-
lieved to know the local
Wal-Mart Supercenter,
which is open 24-hours,
will be open through-
out the holiday. H-E-B
will also be taking the

holiday in stride, adher-
ing to its normal 6 a.m.
until midnight schedule
both New Year’s Eve
and New Year’s Day.

Keeping with their
24-hour, 365-day image,
local 7-Eleven conve-
nience stores will also
be open throughout the
New Year holiday.

The Spring City Se-
nior Citizens Center will
close its doors Thursday
in observance of the

TREES

Continued from Page 1A

now.”

Davis said the season-
al effort is two-fold.

“The compost facility
will grind the trees up to
be used in the compost,”
he said. “That way we’re
recycling them and not

keep people from put-
ting the trees in their
dumpsters. When people
put them in their dump-
sters they get stuck and
cause a serious problem
for us.”

Davis said dropping
your tree off is free of
charge, and there are
only a few, simple guide-
lines to follow.

explained. “We also
can’t take it if it’s still
wrapped in plastic or
anything like that. You
also need to make sure
the tree stand has been
taken off. Once they
drop it off, we’ll take it
from there.”

For more informa-
tion, contact Davis at
264-2505.

at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com
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Dragon China Buffet
268-8888 |

I 1300 Gregg
|

$11000ff Per Adult

New Year, resuming
activities Friday morn-
ing.

The Herald office will
be closed Thursday, re-
opening at 8 a.m. Fri-
day.

Contact Staff Writer

owned by private equity
firm Cerberus Capital
Management.

As part of its order
last week approving
GMAC’s application
for bank holding com-
pany status, the Fed-
eral Reserve said GM
will reduce its stake to
less than 10 percent of
the voting and total eg-
uity interest of GMAC.
Cerberus, which led an
investment group that
bought a 51 percent
stake in GMAC from the
automaker for $14 bil-
lion in 2006, will reduce
its stake in GMAC to no
more than 33 percent of
total equity.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Janie M. Lownes, 58,
died Saturday. Memorial
Mass was at 11:.00 AM
Tuesday at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church.

Janie Tovar, 73, died
Sunday. Vigil Services
will be at 7:00 PM Tuesday
at Myers & Smith Chapel.
Funeral Mass will be at
11:00 AM Wednesday at

Thomas Jenkins at 263- |St. Thomas Catholic
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail Church. Burial will be at
at citydesk@bigspringh- Mt. Olive Memorial
erald.com Park.
Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing
NOW YOUR
. 3206 E. F.M. 700
Amorteam Stavdard Big Spring, TX 79720
HEATING & AIR CONBITIONING 432_267_9000
DEALER 432-263-1902
o Buster Gartman ¢

TACLBO003559E

“We need people to
make sure all of the
lights and ornaments
are off the tree,” he

just throwing them in
the landfill. The other
reason we do this is to

. NOT FOR CARRYOUT
Contact Staff Writer ( )

Thomas Jenkins at 263- .
7331 ext. 232 or by eemail
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EXP. 12/30/08

Do you feel tired? Are you stressed?

It’s time for comfort furniture
and acessories at Comfort Store

Comfort

Store

407 N. Lamesa Highway/

Highway 137 Great Prices!

Stanton, TX 79782 Egyptian Cotton Sheet Set,

Mon.-Fri. 10-6 « Sat. 10-4 Comforters, Duvets, Goose Down Pillows,
Egyptian Cotton Robes & Towel Sets

Phone: 432-756-3737
Fax: 432-756-3939
E-mail: stardate2020@sbcglobal.net

15367

DRIVE SOME & SAVE MUCH!
Bring In This Ad For A Discount

Permian Basin Bridal Association
presents the 13th annual
Fashion and Trade Show
Denim and Diamonds
Sunday, January 4, 2009
1-5 p.m.

Midland Center
105 N. Main
$5.00 at the gate

(including children and strollers)
BRIDES REGISTER FOR
DOOR PRIZES * FASHION SHOW
AT 3:00 PM

15393

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.

OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

PPO PROVIDER FOR:
HEALTH SMART + UNITED HEALTHCARE - PRONET

CHAMPUS - BCBS + AETNA « HUMANA « BEECH STREET

ACCEPTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital

& Odessa
| Morning Appointments Now Available!! |

267-8226 1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET
Serving Big Spring 19 Years w670

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 12-31-08
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Cemetery Lots

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout
plans available. No interest or
carrying charges. $10.00 down.
The Little Red Barn across
from Mt. Olive Cemetery.
432-264-7722.

CEMETERY PLOTS at Trinity
Memorial for sale. 3 plots in
Canaan, great location. $1,000.
0.b.o. Sels for $1,700.
bugnurse @yahoo.com or
(806)262-4034.

SAVE $$$$$$ on monuments/
markers. We deliver to all
cemeteries. Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments.
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave
spaces for the price of one.
Pay-out plan available. $50.00
Down. The Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Help Wanted

BIG SPRING Independent
School District hiring cashiers,
cooks, and line servers. Please
apply online at
www.bsisd.esc.18.net.
No phone calls please.

BIG SPRING Oil Company,
needs experienced Tool
Pusher. Must be able to pass
drug test. Competitive salary
and limited benefits. Most work
within 60 miles of Big Spring or
Snyder. Please send resume
to: PO Box 1870, Big Spring,
TX 79721.

CARING HEARTS Home
Health is seeking a full-time RN
Position. Great hours, friendly
atmosphere  and  Benefits.
Sign-On Bonus $2500.00. Call
for appointment

(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

CITY OF BIG SPRING
Police Officer
$15.47-$16.25/hr
Jailer
IT Specialist
Senior Center Coordinator
Heavy Equipment Operator
Mechanic Helper
Part Time Cook
Code Enforcement Officer
Utility Service Worker
For more information go to
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346
Equal Opportunity Employer

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00
p.m. (432)684-5418.

Help Wanted

DRIVERS WANTED. We need
drivers now and get hired on
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery
compensation in the business.
Make cash every day. Great
part time and full time shifts.
Health Insurance plan. Great
starting wage- $7.00 an hour,
plus delivery compensation,
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices.
Got experience? Work for
Papa or the Hut? Come on
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and
stay at home Moms always
welcome. Apply at Domino’s
Pizza.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring 2 Full
time & 1 Part Time Sales and
Loan Representatives. Must
have High School/GED, pass
background & drug test. Apply
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FIRST BANK of West Texas
has opening for Teller, and a
Head Teller. Teller experience
perferred. Please apply at 1810
E FM 700 or 607 S. Scurry St.,
Big Spring.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Wanted
You will work on a variety of
print related projects from lo-
gos, branding, packaging,
POS, advertisements, sales
presentations, large banner
graphics, magazine design and
much more? The ideal candi-
date will have at least 2-3
years of experience in graphic
design and have a strong com-
mand of Adobe Programs.

To apply please visit us online
at  www.themediaco.net or
email your resume to
brian@themediaco.net or call
432-599-8018.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

NOW HIRING full time/ part
time employees at WES-T-GO.
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

TEXAS CAJUN Cafe, now hir-
ing wait staff. Apply in person
at 802 West 1-20 between the
Exxon & Advantage Inn Motel.

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

=

2000 GMC

5.3 Liter, V-8, All Power, Clean

2007 GMC Half-Ton Crew 2002 Oldsmobile Alero -
Cab Z-71 - Local One Owner, Local One Owner, 52K Miles.

41K Miles..

519,995

58,995

2003 GMC Envoy XL SLT 2008 GMC Acadia SLT -

TRIM - All Power & Toys, One

Local One Owner.

59,995

Trim,  All  Toys,

Immaculate, 12K Miles

533,900

PONTIAC GMC

424 E. 3RD ¢ BIG SPRING, TEXAS
263-7625 888-263-0017

“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”
» See Our Ad In The Area Wide Phone Book *

Help Wanted
PARKVIEW NURSING

and
Rehabilitation is now seeking a
full time Charge Nurse. We of-

fer competitive pay, Retire-
ment, Vacation, and a fun,
friendly atmosphere. Apply in
person or online at
www.parkviewnursing.net
3200 Parkway, Big Spring, Tx.
(432)263-4041.

PART TIME Secretary. Office
experience helpful. Apply 1711
Hwy. 350. No Phone Calls.

PIZZA INN
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR
DELIVERING PIZZA'S. $100
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
MANAGEMENT  POSITIONS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS.

PLANT SUPERVISOR needed
for Ameri-Tech Building Sys-
tems. Experience required in
Portable Metal Building Manu-
facturing. Competitive Salary
and Benefits available. Email to
kwr_atbs @yahoo.com or fax to
254-938-2762. EOE

POLLARD CHEVROLET is
taking applications for Body
shop repair/ technician. Experi-
ence required. Must have on
tools. Benefits: Health & Life in-
surance, 401(k). Apply in per-
son.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING!
Avg. Pay $20/hr, $57K/yr in-
cluding Federal Benefits, OT.
Placed by adSource, not affili-
ated w/ USPS who hires.
1-866-795-4058.

Help Wanted

SHELL STAR STOP looking
for new team members. Full &
Part time Cashiers. Apply in
person at any Shell Star Stop
in Big Spring. Drug Free Envi-
ronment.

WANTED DRILLING Supervi-
sor with at least 7 years experi-
ence. For Sharp Image Energy
Inc. Please send resumes to
P.O. Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx.
79721.

WANTED OIL and Gas Drilling
Engineer with at least 7 years
experience and Reservoir En-
gineer experience would be
helpful in their job application.
For Sharp Image Energy Inc.
Please send resumes to P.O.
Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx.
79721.

WANTED! FUN people for a
new fun business. The pat-

ented product. Experienced
networkers  preferred.  Up
Scene Income!

1-877-355-0617.

Items for Sale

2 NEW Twin Mattress Sets, will
separate, and take $95 per set.
Factory Sealed. 432-664-8980.

Cherry sleigh-bed solid wood
still in box with mattress set,
both new $395. 432-664-8980.

4PC LEATHER Sofa and
Love brand new has War-
ranty  Will take  $650.
432-664-8980.

3 pcs King Pillow Top Mattress
Set still in plastic w/Factory
Warranty. $235. 432-664-8980.

ltems for Sale
FIREWOOD  FOR

Sale.
$250.00 per cord, $150.00 per
half cord. Call 432-213-3399.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered

and Stacked. Call
325-648-2818 or
512-913-8297.

FOR SALE: 94 Villager Van-

$850, Sofa- $200., Truck tool
box- $130., Range- $10., mi-
crowave- $10., Recliner- $10.
Call 432-714-4402.

NO SPRINGS or coils MEM-
ORY FOAM mattress set, pres-
sure relieving sleep, New with
warranty, $385. 432-664-8980.

NEW Canopy Bed with Mat-
tress Set, Still pkgd brand new.
$289. 432-664-8980.

QUEEN MATTRESS with box
both are new with warranty.
$135. Frame available.
432-664-8980.

Brand New 5pc Micro fiber
Sofa/Love seat, with War-
ranty. $550. 432-664-8980.

Lost and Found

FOUND MALE Border Collie or
Cow dog puppy. Collar with no
tags. On Jeffrey Road. Please
call 432-263-5545 to claim.

FOUND- NEXT to Carleton
House off 700 Rottweiler/ Pit
Bull mixed older dog. Was in-
jured.  Call Pet  Patrol
432-267-7387.

HU NTER'S

EZELL KEY
FEED & GRAIN
98 Lancaster
(432)267-8112
Big Spring, Texas 79720
NOW OPEN TILL 4:00PM
ON SATURDAYS
We have Deer Corn $9.00
We also will be carring
Moormans Pig Feed
We have all your
Feed Needs
COME SEE US!!!

AKC REGISTERED Miniature
Dachshund Dapple Puppies.
On the 25th of December will
be 6 weeks old. $300.00 each.
Call (432)816-2479.

Real Estate for Rent
1205 STANFORD Remodeled
2 bedro “e floors,
CH/A, . $550.
month, ~$500. deposit. Call
(432)517-0373.

1746 PURDUE 3 Bdr., 1 bath,
single car garage, fenced yard.
CH/A. $750.00 Month, $600.00
deposit. Call 432-263-3689.

Want to have the
adventure of a lifetime
without all the fuss?
Read!

BIG SPRING

ring, TX 79721 -

HERALD

710 Scurry - PO Box 1431 - Big S

432) 263-7331 - Fax 432-264-7205

Write one word on each line:

Name
Address
City State Zip
Date Taken:
Telephone
CLASSIFIED AD

$85.65 _Garage Sales

Enhancements Price per word for entire run:

Start Date

(3 days) $17.00

Each add’l word 20-cents per word per day.

__Two weeks $56.65

Up to 25 words: _ Sunday Only $19.75 _ One weekday only $12.75 __ Two Consecutive Days $17.50
_ Three Consecutive days $22.00 __Four Consecutive Days $25.50
__Six Consecutive Days $30.75

__Five Consecutive Days $28.25
__Three Weeks $71.65 __Four weeks

Add $1 for Wednesday (TMC)

__Bolding $1.00 __Centering $1.00 __ltalics $1.00

Price for entire run: ___Blind Box $12 ___Photo $4.00 __Graphics $1.00 __ Logos $1.00
Prices Include placement on internet at www.bigspringherald.com

Classification:

DEADLINES:

Wed.; 12 noon Wed. for

12 noon Fri. for Sunday; 4:15
Fri. for Monday; 12 noon Mon.
for Tues; 12 noon Tues. for

Thurs.; 12 noon Thurs. for Fri.

CLASSIFICATIONS:

Announcements; Business Opportunity; Cemetery Lots; Financial; Garage
Sales; Help Wanted; Instruction; ltems for Sale; Jobs Wanted; Lost and
Found; Miscellaneous.; Mobile Homes; National Ads; On the Farm; Pets;
Public Notice; Real Estate for Rent;
Offered; Vehicles; Legals

Real Estate for Sale; Services

Enclosed is $

Salesperson:

_ Cash __Money Order

Are you a subscriber: __Yes __No

_ Check

_ Credit Card#

Exp. Date

Vcode#

R
VISA
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Bill McClellan
News Editor

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

OTHER VIEWS

... as a terror
threat grows

t’s a vigilance we have to extend to our
dealings with Pakistan, which is sup-
posed to be our ally in the fight against
terrorism.

Pakistan said last week that it had placed
Hafiz Muhammad Saeed under house arrest.
It was an “arrest” loosely defined for Saeed,
the leader of a charitable front group accused
of plotting the Mumbai attacks. According to
The New York Times, Saeed has moved freely
throughout his Lahore neighborhood since his
arrest. His visitors come and go.

That’s not nearly good enough. Despite over-
whelming evidence — and the confession of the
lone surviving Mumbai gunman — Pakistan’s
government refuses to admit that the perpetra-
tors were Pakistani.

The United States must continue to apply pres-
sure to Pakistan, and make sure it brings Saeed
— and his co-conspirators — to justice. How?
We have to ensure that Pakistan doesn’t follow
its usual pattern of high-profile roundups in
the face of world attention, followed by quiet
releases when everyone looks away. Pakistan
should extradite Saeed to India to stand trial in
the country where the crimes were committed.
And Islamabad must ban and break up the vast
infrastructure of Jamaat-ud-Dawa, the Islamic
charitable organization that has served as a
cover for terrorist activities.

This isn’t just about supporting a U.S. ally —
India — hit by terrorism, though that, on its
own, is a worthy aim. It’s about protecting the
United States.

Because unless we make sure Pakistan dev-
eins and dismembers Jamaat-ud-Dawa, the
group will continue to plot destruction from
Pakistani soil. And someday we may find that
the next major terrorist attack on U.S. soil
originated in the Pakistani training centers of
this so-called Islamic charity.

According to its Web site, Jamaat-ud-Dawa
is “a Pakistan based Islamic relief and welfare
organization.” That part is true. Jamaat-ud-
Dawa did substantial and sustained relief work
following the devastating 2005 earthquake in
northern Pakistan.

It also functions, however, as a front for
Lashkar-e-Taiba, a terrorist organization that
was officially banned by the Pakistani govern-
ment under U.S. pressure in 2002. In the years
since, Lashkar-e-Taiba has gone underground,
with its leaders, including Saeed, moving into
the upper ranks of Jammat-ud-Dawa. But it
has continued to plan and perpetrate deadly
attacks in India, killing hundreds; train and
house al-Qaeda operatives; and attack Ameri-
can military personnel in Afghanistan. Most
galling, it continues to draw support from the
Inter-Services Intelligence, the spy agency that
is deeply intertwined with the Pakistani mili-
tary.

The civilian government of Pakistani Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari has insisted that is had
nothing to do with the Mumbai attacks. There’s
no reason to doubt him. But as the “arrest” of
Saeed shows, the government has been hesi-
tant to stand up to militants — and military-in-
telligence factions who serve as the militants’
patrons.

Washington needs to make clear to Pakistan’s
government and its military — which relies
heavily on U.S. funding — that the United
States no longer will stand by as the Pakistanis
tolerate terrorists.

THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Christmas card? Next year!

orry, but you won’t be

getting a Christmas card

from me this year. I

missed that deadline big-
time.

It looked attain-
ably far in the dis-
tance the day after
Thanksgiving.
But that was pure
illusion. What
with soccer tour-
naments and final
exams, meetings,

receptions and, LinDA
oh, yes, a day job, P.
writing meaning- CAMPBELL
ful end-of-the-year

notes got procras-
tinated right up to Christmas
Eve.

My cards wouldn’t have been
clever, anyway, not like the one
we got from friends who step
up their level of creativity each
year.

Their latest card looks sus-
piciously like a ticket for a
red-light camera violation — it
features their family photo, not
ours.

And mine wouldn’t have been
animated e-cards, which are de-
lightful to receive but seem less
personal to send than those ad-
dressed by hand.

Of course, there’s no guarantee
mine would have found your
mailbox, given that it hasn’t
taken rain or sleet or any other
weather impediment to bollix
our postal service this year.
Bills, bank records and maga-
zines simply don’t get delivered,

though somehow we’ve received
more than our share of political
fliers and junk mail.

But instead of complaining, I'd
rather count blessings and get
an early start on best intentions
for the New Year.

So here are some resolutions
for 2009:

Learn to download music.

I am a technophobe. My cell-
phone’s so ancient that it doesn’t
take pictures.

Nifty and fascinating gadgets
though they are, iPhones and
BlackBerrys seem mostly like
expensive toys.

But my profession’s evolving
into new media with a ven-
geance. If I can blog and code
hyperlinks, which I learned in
2008, then surely I can master a
music player the size of a credit
card.

Fill out a FAFSA.

It’s one of the great challenges
of raising a teenager. You need a
FAFSA to determine your EFC,
which will then be included on
your SAR and used to calculate
how much FSA you can get for
college.

Filing a FAFSA online requires
a PIN, which is based on your
child’s SSN and DOB. If you
need help, there are handy FAF-
SA FAQs and PIN FAQs at fafsa.
ed.gov.

After navigating the college fi-
nancial aid application maze (for
the uninitiated, FAFSA stands
for Free Application for Federal
Student Aid), surely college ap-
plications will be a breeze.

Read “Team of Rivals.”

It took half of 2008 to get
through “The Best and Bright-
est,” David Halberstam’s damn-
ing examination of how brilliant
men helped lead the Kennedy
and Johnson administrations
into horrendous decisions about
U.S. involvement in Vietnam.

President-elect Barack Obama
earlier this year cited Doris
Kearns Goodwin’s book about
President Lincoln’s advisers in
discussing how to build a Cabi-
net to lead the country through
our current crises.

Let’s hope that by the time I
finish the book, we’ll have evi-
dence that Obama’s team has its
A-game on.

Care about Jennifer Aniston.

This is the resolution I know
I’ll break. It’s simply not realis-
tic. No matter how many tabloid
covers beckon at the checkout
stand.

Start writing my Christmas
cards in the summer. And re-
member where I put them come
next December.

Follow the example of those
who find joy in doing for others
and remembering to appreciate,
every day, those who matter.

Thank you for reading. Happy
New Year.

Linda P. Campbell is a colum-
nist and editorial writer for the
Fort Worth Star-Telegram. Read-
ers may write to her at 400 W. 7th
Street, Fort Worth, Texas 76102,
or via e-mail at lcampbell@star-
telegram.com

ADDRESSES

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

4305

- RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative

19th Cong. District

1510 Scurry

Big Spring

Phone: (432) 264-0722

+ GEORGE W. BUSH
President

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

+ KAY BAILEY Texas 31st District
HUTCHISON STATE 401 Austin, Suite 101
U.S. Senator GOVERNMENT Big Spring, 79720

703 Hart Office Building Phone: (432) 268-9909
Washington, D.C. 20510- . RICK PERRY

4305 Governor BIG SPRING

Phone: 202-224-5922 State Capitol, Room 2S.1  CITY COUNCIL

Phone: 202-224-2934

517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-

+ JOE HEFLIN

State Representative
Texas 85th District

P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768

(512) 463-0604

*KEL SELIGER
State Senator

P.O. Box 12428

« JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator

Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

Phone: (432) 213-2897 or

Russ McEweN, Mavor
— Home: 263-0907;

Work (Russ McEwen
Insurance): 267-1413.

GREG BipDIsON —
Home: 267-6009; Work
(Greg’s Grill): 267-7121.

ManueEL RAMIREZ JR.
—Home: 268-9692; Work
(VAMC): 263-7361.

STEPHANIE HORTON —
Home: 264-0306; Work
(VA Medical Center): 263-
7361..

JOANN StauLcup —
Home: 263-4980.

GLoriA McDonALD —
Home: 263-4835. Work:
263-7615.

Troy TOMPKINS —
Home: 267-8769. Work:
263-0180.

Drop everything as you read this

y left hand held the
phone. My right
hand pecked at the
computer keyboard.

On the phone, my mom was
talking about her weekend, the
elections, the family, the usual.
On the computer, I was looking
up MapQuest di-
rections to get to
an evening activ-
ity.

I meant to re-
spond to some-
thing my mother
said. Instead, I
muttered part of
the directions.

BARBARA
“What?” she SHELLY
asked.
Yeah, what? I
thought.

What was I doing? My mom is
84 years old and lives half a con-
tinent away. I can’t do as much
for her as I would like, but the
least I can give her is my full
attention when we talk on the
telephone.

Publilius Syrus, a Roman slave-
turned-sage, observed in the
1st century B.C. that “to do two
things at once is to do neither.”

That was two millennia before
e-mail, BlackBerrys, text-mes-
saging, Bluetooths, and iPods
turned life into a multitasking
free-for-all.

So what happens when we try
to do three, four or five things at
once? Logic says that instead of
walking in place we end up mov-
ing backward.

Research concurs.

A University of Michigan study
found that participants took
much longer to complete math
problems if they tried to switch
back and forth among the tasks.

Researchers at UCLA asked

participants to sort index cards
both in silence and while si-
multaneously taking note of
randomly presented sounds. The
subjects sorted the cards equally
well under both conditions. But
they remembered much less
about the cards they’d been sort-
ing while listening for the tones.

Multitaskers think they can
focus on more than one thing
at the same time. What’s actu-
ally happening, researchers
say, is that parts of the brain
are switching from task to task,
losing time and focus with each
pivot.

With certain exceptions - prac-
ticing Buddhists come to mind
- people have always valued
the ability to do more than one
thing at once. Knit and watch
TV. Cook while listening to mu-
sic. Drive and talk. But in the
last two decades, devices that
were supposed to make us more
efficient and connected have
actually made us more attention-
deprived and anti-social.

This seems impossibly quaint,
but as recently as 20 years ago,
telephones were stationary de-
vices. You could walk around
and clean and cook only at the
risk of wrapping yourself in the
phone cord.

So usually you plunked your-
self down, had a conversation
and that was that.

Same with computers. You
used them for word processing,
design and certain other func-
tions. Switching back and forth
was cumbersome and usually
not worth the trouble.

There were ways to procrasti-
nate, of course — skipping out
to the vending machines has al-
ways been my personal favorite.
But diving into e-mail or a pre-

ferred Web site every five min-
utes became a temptation only
in the last decade or so.

Now we have college professors
lecturing to students who are
busy texting friends or checking
their Facebook pages.

We have office workers who re-
spond every time they’re alerted
to a personal e-mail.

And we’re all becoming re-
signed to the BlackBerry brush-
off — when we become painfully
aware that whatever we’re say-
ing is much less interesting than
the message on the listener’s
screen.

Eventually, everybody is going
to have to set limits.

College faculties are debating
whether to ban devices during
classes — I say, do it.

Business have a right to draw a
boundary between work and per-
sonal business, and employees
should be able to make the same
distinction when they leave the
office.

Parents should be clear that
it’s scientifically impossible for
students to master math while
instant messaging.

Me, I'm trying.

I’'m working on completing a
task before checking e-mail. I've
even given up the habit of read-
ing a book while flossing my
teeth.

And when my mom is on the
phone, I find a place away from
the computer, TV, even the
newspaper, and just talk.

Barbara Shelly is a member of
the Kansas City Star editorial
board. Readers may write to her
at: Kansas City Star, 1729 Grand
Blvd., Kansas City, Mo. 64108-
1413, or by e-mail at bshelly@
kcstar.com.
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$55.60 Per Month

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!
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AC & HEATING AIR CONDITIONING AUTO CARE AUTO PARTS CARPET

\ Crossroads Refrigeration
Heating & Sheet Metal

Air Conditioning, Heating &

* Servicing All Heaters lce Machines
* All Sheet Metal Work Including :
Duct Work We service all nylakes
* Registers & Grills and models!
We Carry All Heater Cell: (432 210-0501
Parts and Filters 24 Hour Service

TACLA26711C g

1408 E. 4th - 263-2980

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician
Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

G & M Auto Care

Locally Owned
& Operated
Service 1972

263-1091

George & Mary
900 E. 3rd St. Big Spring

24817

A Modern Auto Dismantler
2 WESTE X
/ .
Since 1947

+ 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles

+ 20,000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage

+ Specialize in late model quality auto
arts

E)Foreign.a_nd domestic parts for cars,

trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports

utility vehicles

Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.
1511 Hwy 350+(432) 263-5000

BED LINERS CONCRETE m CONCRETE m

Driveways * Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

/&y JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

¥ Rhino Linings

Work.
Call Roman

WX (432) 213-0882 Cell
f N (432) 935-6310 Res.

THE SpRAYED-ON LINeR

ELECTRICAL

s o
FEECIRIC

a
N

e

J.T. West Texas
Fence & Welding

Garden City, Texas

y |
Z Wood Fence » Metal Fence 3
Pipe Fence + Pipe Corrals
_Barbed Wire Fence ¢ Net Wire Fence —L-

G6ST L

00951
ol ,, )

'\\‘:

B | tmerre| T O T
Texas Electrical : % Bi Csen':(43%3243?)65g}2858 %
Contractor | License #2496 | g BB R 325y 378.3077 &
Phone: (432) 264-6261 (TP SNSRI W

YOUR AD

THIS SPACE COULD BEYOURAD
CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

BIG SPRING

(432) 556-3903...

C & D Truck J. T. Builders All types of concrete @ DRVEWAYS
Accessories Remodeling * Drywall = ;ﬂ% Blng, Slabs, M;, SIDEWALKS
Ceramic Tile  Electrical =N N BLOCK FENCES
2706 N. HWY 87 Plumbing « Roofing | | =5 = Driveways, efc. Chico and Sons
432-263-3600 2 Brick & Concrete Work Quality And Professionial Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez

Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In N
Fencing Wi ’

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction
Room Additions
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing
Ceramic Tile * Installation &
Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

Seasoned Oak Firewoo
1 Cord Delivered - $325.00
1 Cord Pick Up - $275.00
1/2 Cord Delivered - $180.00
1/2 Cord Pick Up - $140.00
Local can pick up in Big Spring
Call Dustin
(432) 557-2897 or
213-3601

18472

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BESTINBIG SPRING

* Residential - Commercial
*ChainLink - Metal
* Dog Kennels

+Cedar

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101NW 20dSt.  Big Snring, TX

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling ¢ Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing
Kitchen & Bath Specialist
BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

HOME REPAIR

Custom Wood Decks,

Remodel, Carpenter,

Painting, Plumbing,
Minor Electrical

FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

Carpet Tile_ Laminate Hardwood Vinyl
“All instock carpet

ON SALE!”
Come see us @ 2610 E.FM 700

Monday - Friday
9am - 5pm
432-268-0008

Hopper
Homes
" the carpet store s

6609

GUARD & PATROL

FALL CREEK
SEGURITY

ST. LIC. B13300

+ Armed & Unarmed Security
Officers

+\iehicle Patrol
* Commercial
+ Industrial

* Resitlential - Homeowners
Association

+ Body Guards
+ Liability Insurance

+ State Licensed By
Texas DPS

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-168-1117

18303

HOME IMPROVEMENT M HOME IMPROVEMENT m INTERNET SERVICES

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions,
Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone,
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets,
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540

or E-mail us at
Irconstruction@suddenlink.net

FREE ESTIMATES

Remodeling-Room Additions
Custom Cabinets-Custom Decks
Doors-Windows-Tile-Metal Roofing
Minor Electrical and Plumbing
Custom Flooring (Wood/Tile)
Kitchen and Bath Specialist

432-511-2004

10831

Residential- Commercial - Repair-Remodeling

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install

Free Estimates

432-816-6282

11338

L&R C0SCO SANCHEZ ! PROE%S%ENAL
Construction Home Repait CONSTRUCTION e

Drywall, Ceramic & Wood
Floors, Metal Roofs, Shingle
Roofs, Carpentry, Additions.

WE DO ALL TYPES OF
CONSTRUCTION!
Call Mike
432-213-0041

<

18477

y References Available
: Fair Prices &
Quality Work 7 J%u
CALL
(432) 213-5991

JANITORIAL

FALL CLEANUP
B R EA mE E 'z Rake Leaves, Hauling
Chimney, Air Duct Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs
Specials! S(mggm
We clean everything! -
Offices, Homes, Lawn Service
Carpets, etc. 816-6150 or
267-5460
1-866-843-1837 ¢ FREE ESTIMATES .

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

12980

</

#

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care,
Home Remedies, Watkins,

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901

(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

Westex Telecom

High Speed DSL
OR

Dial-Up Internet Access

Local
Customer Service

268-8800 /

| PRODUCTS PESTCONTROL ™ PHONEWIING |

e

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441
War 7. Moore
2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swalpc.com

NAIL SALON REALTY

| Pro Spa Nail Salon’

% 7l
- £ 1
r”

Pedicure: A TR AP
$21.99 =
Manicure: $11.99 lﬂanmﬂ n““ﬂﬂge
Full Set: $20.00 & up

SPECIAL Broker | Owner

Solar Nails: $29.00
TIE MarcyDr.Ste 110  (432) 263-6245

1600 S. Gregg

(Next To Wal-Mart 432-714-4900
Leah Hughes
aaEayw v
Christie Larson
Four Seasons 432.213.4647
Insulation & SI(IIH!I Vanessa Jordan
/7777 Specializing In
7/ Specializing
| Wall Insulation 432.816.5490
Thermal
48 Replacement Lac Hall
Windows & Siding 806.544.9211

B,

11912

Call 264-8610

Small Business & Residential
Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910

A.W. Stansel
29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720

17957

VENTURA
COMPANY

432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping 2
Center For Cash Sale i
Very Reasonable |}

Texas Cajun Cafe

starting

January 2nd

LUNCH BUFFET

11:00 am-
802 West1-20
hetween Exxon & Advantage Inn Motel

(432) 264-1686

15598

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

web designing and hosting
www.bondwebs.com

Lane Bond
2605 Ann Drive
Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 263-4033

(432) 213-0391 cell
lane@bondwebs.com

LUPE’S TREE

TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.
For Tree Trimming
and removal.

Call
Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

AAR Mini Storage
3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access
Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 2630732 ..,

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600

26942

Solar Gaurd
Window Tint
5 year limited
warranty
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Bird Poop: Eared grebe makes unexpected stop

ving wished the

employees a “Hap-

py New Year,”

the businessman

walked to his car. As he start-

ed the long drive home, he

saw ahead what looked like

a small duck in the middle of
the road.

Even with little traffic on
this stretch of pavement, he
wanted to get the struggling
bird out of any car’s path.
Pulling over on

the shoulder,
he discovered
that catching

the water bird [°
would be easi- |
er than he had

thought.
Not able to
stand and walk,
the bird pushed BEBE
its outstretched McCasLanD

legs and feet in

an effort to pro-

pel itself for-

ward. From a few feet away,
the man noticed the damaged
feathers on the left wing. Us-
ing both hands to scoop the
bird from the road, he was
promptly nipped by its thin,
pointed bill.

Ashe walked back to his car,
the bird’s soft, thick feathers
took on a sheen in the after-
noon sunlight. Although
black above, and white to
gray below, the bird wore a
whitish patch back of each
ear. Noticeable were its red
eyes and short, black bill up-
turned at the tip.

Having wadded tissues for
a soft bedding, the man tried
to offer the bird a comfortable
nest for the ride back to Big
Spring. As he lowered it into
a box, he observed the long,
tapered toes that cupped in-
ward. He had never seen any
bird with such strange feet.

“0Old Highway 80 in Pecos,”
gave us the locale, and after
the description of the bird’s
size, feet, and slender neck
and head, wethought we knew
what the man had. Since the

caller only lived two blocks
away, we were soon holding
an eared grebe.

Even in its winter plumage,
the bird’s profile indicated
the slight peak over the eyes
where a crest forms during
breeding season. Its drab at-
tire would blossom with gold-
en tufts of feathers starting
at its eyes and flaring back-
wards. To accent this color-
ful transformation, a black
crest, forehead, neck and
back would be highlighted by
rusty flanks.

Since the grebe had mistak-
en a highway for a stream, it
desperately needed a body of
water, both aquatic and land
insects and their larvae, and
small fish, to survive. For a
bird that rarely flies except
for migration, the grebe was
accustomed to living most
of its life on and in water. It
might have been one that had
never answered the yearly
urge to relocate due to freez-
ing ponds and lakes.

In our bathtub, the grebe ex-
ercised its lobed feet by swim-
ming in rectangular circles.
We could sense its frustra-
tion at the small enclosure.
Although there was no break
in the left wing, the
bird had slightly
damaged four pri-
maries.

A private lake
that offered the
aquatic life needed
was an answer to
the bird’s prob-
lem. Having heard
from a biologist,
who had recently
sampled the life in
those waters, reas-
sured us that with
some of our mild,
even warm winter
days, the insect
and fish part of its
diet would be met.

The long drive
over dirt roads led
us to the catch ba-
sin and a scenic

Dick Clark, 79, is still
rockin’ New Year’s Eve

LOS ANGELES (AP)
— Four years after a
stroke, Dick Clark is
relishing the prospect of
another New Year’s Eve
celebration, determined
to appear for his 36th
yearinTimes
Square. And
he’s hardly r' %
surprised by .
the current
state of the
music indus-
try he helped
build — he
predicted
this, after all.

Clark, who turned 79
last month and has been
in front of the cameras
for 61 years, said in a re-
cent interview by e-mail
that his involvement
in “Dick Clark’s New
Year’s Rockin’ Eve with
Ryan Seacrest 2009,” di-
minished though it may
be, is a labor of love and
“not really a job.”

“Obviously, I'm not
able to be as actively
involved as I used to be
out on the street, up on
a platform and inter-
acting with the crowds
in Times Square” in
New York, Clark wrote.
“Thank goodness my
friend Ryan Seacrest is
able to handle that end

of the activity on the
show these days.”

Clark woke up with
right-side paralysis on
Dec. 6, 2004 — “Your
life changes overnight,”
he said. (Regis Philbin
filled in for Clark on the
New Year’s Eve show
that year.) Clark still
uses a walker or wheel-
chair, and speaking is
difficult.

“I am one of the fortu-
nate ones who survived
and have been minimal-
ly impaired, so I'm just
thankful I'm still able to
enjoy this once-a-year
treat of bringing in the
New Year.”

The “American
Bandstand” icon and
longtime producer of
the American Music
Awards, Academy of
Country Music Awards
and Golden Globes has
long considered them
“my television kids.”

He’s also watched their
ratings plummet in re-
cent years.

“There was a time
when they attracted a
huge audience,” Clark
wrote. “The audiences
have dropped off as the
years have gone by be-
cause of increasing tele-
vision competition.”

Sprint \\} w.n- snr““

Now Together w/Nextel

Located In The Big Spring Mall

Hours: Mon-Fri - 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

432-261-1631

6884

Courtesy photo A
Found on inland lakes,
but seldom seen
in flight, the eared
grebe feeds, sleeps,
and courts on water.
Sensing danger, the
bird can readily sink
beneath the surface,
only to reappear fur-
ther away with only its
bill and eyes above the

water.
N J

background. Knowing
that migrating water birds
were constantly seen on
the lake reassured us that
the little grebe would soon
have company.

Placing the bird on the
surface of the lake, we
expected it to sink, swim
underwater, and reappear
when safely away from us. In-
stead, it glanced from side to
side as it studied its new loca-
tion. As it paddled away from
the shoreline, it stopped to
preen its damaged feathers.

Then tucking its wings
tightly to its side, it jumped
upward and dove straight
down. Seconds passed. Break-

STORES GLOSE

WEDNESDAY

AT 6 PM'

ing water about twenty feet
further into the lake, the
grebe continued to dive as it
searched for a natural meal.
A weak flier, the bird was a
marvel at diving and swim-
ming.

Whatever time was needed
for its recovery, the eared
grebe had been provided a
temporary home. Some night

inthe new year the bird would
begin its run on the surface of
the lake.

Gaining speed before be-
coming airborne, its flapping
wings would carry it into the
future.

Bebe McCasland is federally

and state licensed to rehabili-
tate wild birds.

BEALLS - PALAIS ROYAL -PEEBLES + STAGE |
Nuw-

New Year’s Sale & Clearance

save Up To

0

15139

When You Take an EXTRA 20% OFF

Entire Stock Yellow & Red-Ticketed ltems
EXTRA 20% OFF

MEN'’S COLLECTIONS

Choose from sweaters, fleece, wovens
and more. Orig. 42.50-89.50,
then 21.25-44.75, Sale 17.00-35.80

EXTRA 20% OFF

MEN'’S ACTIVEWEAR
Also outerwear. Tees, pants and more.
Orig. 18.00-300.00, then 8.99-149.99,

EXTRA 20% OFF

CHILDREN’S OUTERWEAR
Also activewear. Hoodies, pants
and more. Orig. 20.00-70.00,
then 10.00-35.00, Sale 8.00-28.00

Sale 7.19-119.99

JUNIORS SWEATERS
Various styles to choose from.
Orig. 24.00-38.00, then 12.00-19.00,

Tall, ankle and shootie styles.
Orig. 46.00-92.00, then 23.00-46.00,

EXTRA 20% OFF J EXTRA 20% OFF

MISSES & PETITES ACTIVEWEAR

Sale 9.60-15.20

EXTRA 20% OFF | EXTRA 20% OFF

PLUS-SIZES SPORTSWEAR
Choose from tops, pants and more.
Orig. 30.00-54.00, then 9.00-27.00,

LADIES BOOTS

Sale 18.40-36.80

EXTRA 20% OFF J EXTRA 20% OFF

SLEEPWEAR & ROBES FOR HER
Choose from winter PJ's, robes and more
Orig. 22.00-70.00, then 11.00-35.00,

Sale 8.80-28.00

Shirts, jackets, pants and more.

Orig. 30.00-48.00, then 15.00-22.00,

Sale 12.00-17.60

Sale 7.20-21.60

MISSES OUTERWEAR
Choose from various styles.

Orig. 50.00-168.00, then 25.00-84.00,

Sale 20.00-67.20

GLOSED THURSDAY, NEW YEAR'S DAY = OPEN FRIDAY AT 10 AM

Beall Hours
Sunday 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm Monday, 10:00 am-9:00 pm

In The Big Spring Mall

15170
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Tomorrow's Horoscope

1601 LEXINGTON- A & B.

Very Ni , 1 bath,
tile fl ! 0. month,
$400. deposit. Call
(432)517-0373.

2 BEDROOM, 1 bath for rent.
Central heat, partially furnished
Stove & refrigerator. $350.00
month, $200.00 deposit. Call
(432)268-6424.

2200 SQ. ft. building for lease
in a high traffic area @ 1307
Gregg St. Front & rear parking
available. Please contact Lucy
@ 432-263-5000 for mor infor-
mation.

2605 CINDY Lane (Kentwood),
3 Bedroom, 2 bath. CH/A.
$850.00 month, $500. deposit.
Call (432)264-8813.

4104 MUIR. 2 bdr./ 2 bath, two
living area’s, CH/A.  Refer-
ences required. $700 mo./
$400 dep. Prefer Non-Smoker.
No HUD. No Pets. Call
432-270-3849.

602 1/2 GEORGE- Close to
College. 1 Bedroom House.
Carport, CH/A. $550.00 month
plus deposit. No pets. No HUD.
Call (432)267-2296.

703 EDWARDS 2 bedroom, 1
bath house. CHI/A,
washer/dryer connections. One
Year Lease. No HUD. No Pets.
No Bills Paid. $900. month
plus deposit. (432)267-2296.

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL!!
$100. off 1st month rent!
SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT
2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring
432-263-2292
1 Bdrm $350 month
2 Bdrm $395 month

COMPLETELY REMODELED-
410 Dallas. 2 bedroom, 1 bath,
tile flo et, CH/A.
Wash;ﬁ nnections.
$575. ‘month, $500. deposit.
Call (432)517-0373.

LOFT FOR Lease, 123-C
Main. $1,000. month plus de-
posit. One year lease required.

No pets. (432)770-5656. or
(432)517-0038 or office
(432)263-6514.

ONE BEDROOM duplex. $295.
month, $100. deposit. Water
paid. Call  (432)267-4536,
(417)276-8083.

SHORT TERM Leases. Fur-
nished houses for rent. All bills
paid. Call Lesile,
(432)213-09009.

SOUTH PLAINS APTS.
3304 West Hwy 80
Efficiency 1, 2, & 3 Bdrms.
Now Available
432-714-4840
559-309-1968

THE OFFICE Building, 710
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250.
per month with bills paid. Call
(432)770-5656 or
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

VICTORIA HOME, 2101 Run-
nels. 3 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath.
$1200. month plus deposit.
References  required.  Call
(432)816-2525 or
(432)816-5797.

Real Estate for Sale

BY OWNER Ranch style brick.
3 bedroom, 3 bath, jetted tub,
fireplace, sunroom. 3-1/3
acres, storage, barn. Coahoma
ISD (Derrick Rd.). Reduced
$179,900. (432)264-0330,
816-9969.

BY OWNER---- 2600 Carelton
3 Bedroom, 2 bath w/covered
carport. New A/C unit. New
carpet and paint. All New Appli-
ances. Remodeled kitchen and
baths. No Owner Financing.
Please call 432-213-2681.

FOR SALE By Owner- 3547
Sq. Ft. Brick-10 rooms, 4 bed-
rooms-2-1/2 baths, dining, liv-
ing room, family room, loft, 7
closets, 2 car garage, 1-1/2
acres, 8403 Gail Hwy. Below

appraisal  179,500.00, Call
432-270-4646.
HERE'S FLORIDA! Florida

Manufactured Home Magazine.
A guide to finding and buying a
manufactured home in the
Sunshine State. Call to request
your FREE copy today! Toll
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit
our website
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low
Down Payment. Bad Credit
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.

OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath, 2,500 sq. ft.
$2,500. Down, $735. per
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call (432)714-4555.

OWNER FINANCE. 1524 East
17th. Large 2 bedroom, with
garage. Deserving Buyers. Call
for information, (325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE. Fixer Up-
per! Low monthly. Low down.
1300 & 1302  Wright.
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE, Low
Down, Low Monthly, Easy
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2,
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent
512-426-1850.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No
Problem. Call (512)940-5200,
432-631-8100.

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

5299 MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

32240

e

e o

538 Westover 263-1252
Housing Assistance Accepted
ReALTORS
(432) 263-1284 110 W. Marcy

Big Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

PERFECT SETTING - Remodeled 4 bedroom, 3 bath with 2 living areas,
study/office, formal dining, beautiful kitchen with Granite countertops,
wonderful garden/sunroom, abundance of storage and closet space, 2 car
garage. Large corner lot with gorgeous parklike landscaping. Approx.
3,500 sq. ft.

Call Home Leslie Elrod @ (432) 517-0038 for an appointment today.

< WA e

801 HIGH

e

15396
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Big Spring Herald Classifieds

Definitely Worth A Look
To place your classified ad, call

(915) 263-7331

K”

The
Classifieds
Have It!

Looking for a new
house? A good car?
An affordable comput-
er? Find just what you
need and want in the
classifieds.

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Do you see a glimmer-
ing shortcut to making
someone feel
good? Maybe
your choice
is an easy
piece of flat-
tery or a
sweeter than |
usual tone in
your voice,
and whatev-
er manner
you find
your aim
will hit. The
Aquarian
moon spreads kindness
and the Capricorn Sun
makes compliments count
toward raising our social
status.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Spend some time
thinking about how much
energy you expend by
either maintaining the
status quo or avoiding
confrontation. Standing
up for your principles will
be both satisfying and
invigorating.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Culture or business
connected to Asia will
soon play an important
role in your career. Do a
little research, stay ahead
of the curve. Learn all
you can about any Asian
country that has ties to
your business.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Let your disdain for
mediocrity and your love
of nostalgia spur you into
creativity. You might find
inspiration in the words
or clothing styles of a
bygone era. Put yourself
in a different context. The
change in perspective will
be fun.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You will learn that
there is a method to all

HoLipAy
MATHIS

the madness that has
enveloped you lately. You
are in the throes of a
major breakthrough.
Allow yourself some time
to celebrate your ingenu-
ity.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Your mind finds the
extremes. One moment
you'll believe you are a
piece of work and the next
you'll decide that you are
a work of art. In order to
stay positive it's best not
to draw any conclusions
about yourself either way.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You'll hear many dif-
ferent opinions, some of
them said louder than
others, but the voice in
your head is the one that
carries to the far reaches
of the universe. Stay hon-
est and supportive when
talking to yourself.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Travel outside of the
region of your residence
brings luck. Consider
playing the lottery or
entering contests. See as
many clients as possible.
A financial windfall is
coming your way. But
you still have to play by
the rules.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Setting a good exam-
ple is key. The eyes
around you repeat what
they see. Have you ever
allowed anyone to witness
you rebuilding yourself
through meditation?
You'll be around someone
who can understand such
things.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Every progres-
sion has its beginning.
Create as many new
beginnings as possible
without worrying how
they will play out or
where they will end. You

can later decide which are
worthy of your follow

through.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Relax; you

already know which
sweetheart is for you. You
do not have to reject any-
body. The person not cho-
sen by you will intuit
your intentions and bow
out. This frees you up to
meet with your destiny.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). You may become
involved with governmen-
tal agencies. Perhaps it is
your turn to serve jury
duty. Check to see that
your automobile's license
is up to date. Renew all
licenses before you face a
fine.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Self-expression is part
of your DNA and you'll be
doing it right out loud
now. A quieter person
will be very attractive to
you. You will notice and
appreciate the different
ways people celebrate
themselves.

YOUR MOST AUSPI-
CIOUS WAY TO USHER
IN THE NEW YEAR:
LEO: Give your family,
friend and neighbors as
much time as possible.
Even short visits will put
you in a lucky mood. You
are regenerated by their
smiles, rejuvenated by
their hugs, reanimated by
their laugher. You go into
the new year as a real peo-
ple person. VIRGO:
Chances are you can't
give up being a perfec-
tionist or being hard on
yourself -- and you really
wouldn't want to. The
result of your high stan-
dards and impossible
drive is so fabulous! But
there is one habit you
could lose. Write it on a

piece of paper and burn it
over a candle. LIBRA: If
you can manage to get
some exclusive time with
your No. 1 supporter, that
will be magical. As long
as you are together, what
you do really doesn't mat-
ter. You could even just
watch television. You are
so receptive now to the
kind of healing that
occurs with a close con-
nection to your most sig-
nificant other. SCORPIO:
Express your Kkookier
side. You'll be around the
people who can really
appreciate your humor
and you almost can't go
too far with things. And
when you're not being
funny, there is poetry in
your heart that needs to
be unleashed.

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
"Today Show" co-host
Meredith Vieira has natal
sun, Mercury and Venus
in the get-it-done sign of
Capricorn. She's the
poster woman for having
it all, as she toggles multi-
ple jobs, charities and
appearances with a robust
family life. Vieira turned
down major jobs when
her children were small.
With Mars in Scorpio, she
intuitively knew she'd get
other opportunities when
the time was right.

If you would like to write
to Holiday Mathis, please
g0 to wwuw.creators.com
and click on "Write the
Author" on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
WWw.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.

Annie’s Mailbox : Advice for those in need

Dear Annie: I am a
female college student liv-
ing with my parents until
I finish school. I love my
family, but there are a
few problems, most
involving my older broth-
er, "David."

When we were children,
we were fond of making
each other's lives miser-
able, as siblings tend to
do. Things got a little eas-
ier after David was diag-
nosed with Asperger
Syndrome. My parents
made some changes and
David began to behave
more normally.

Lately, David and I
fight a lot, mostly because
my workload means I'm
not always home to take
care of my chores and he
feels the need to do them
for me, even though I
don't ask him to. He later
uses that to make me feel
guilty.

We also get into fights
that can occasionally
become physical. He gets
so mad over little things
that I don't always see it
coming. A few days ago,
he threw me to the floor
and kicked me. I ended up
with a bruised arm and
back, swollen lip and
cheek, and a sizable bump
on my head. Because he
has Asperger's, my par-
ents blamed me, saying I
"should know better."

I can get counseling
through my job, but my
parents have no interest
in getting David into ther-
apy or anger management
classes. I don't want to

KATHY MITCHELL
MARCY SUGAR

report him for abuse, but
I also don't want to be

seriously hurt. Any
advice? Hurt in
Michigan

Dear Hurt: Your broth-
er's disorder does not
mean he gets to abuse
you, and your parents are
setting him up for future
difficulties if they don't
help him learn to control
himself. They can find
help through MAAP
Services for Autism and

Asperger Syndrome
(asperger.org), P.O. Box
524, Crown Point, IN
46307.

You also must protect
yourself by staying out of
David's way. Don't inter-
act with him unless oth-
ers are present, and move
into your own place as
soon as possible.

Dear Annie: It has been
about 15 years since my
last blood test. In that
time, I have slipped up on
a couple of occasions and
had unprotected sex.

Though I have no reason
to suspect anything is
wrong, I would like to be
sure.

The problem is, I am ter-
rified to walk into a clinic
or doctor's office and
request an AIDS test. If by
some chance it should
come back positive, I
would be mortified. Is
there an anonymous
home test available to
detect the HIV virus with-
out all the public humilia-
tion? -- Worried but Not
Enough

Dear Worried: The only
FDA-approved home test-
ing kit, "The Home Access
HIV-1 Test System" is
available at most drug-
stores. You will, however,
have to mail your blood
sample to a lab for testing.
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
has an information hot-
line (1-800-342-2437), and
someone there should be
able to answer your spe-
cific questions about con-
fidentiality.

Dear Annie: I cannot in
good conscience allow the
letter from "California,"
whose daughter didn't get
into a sorority, to go
unchallenged. Who would
put their daughter on
medication and under a
doctor's care as a result of
a poor choice?

Perhaps a better solu-
tion would be to share
with the daughter the
reality of her choice and
some alternatives avail-
able to her. She is 18, and
the consequences of her

choices are hers to deal
with. The parents should
discuss the odds of getting
into the sorority in the
first place and explain
that she is allowing this
sorority to have complete
control of her life, that
she will often face disap-
pointment and rejection,
and that how she chooses
to deal with them is what
creates maturity. Perhaps
she could brainstorm
solutions to make this a
more empowering experi-
ence.

Our self-worth should
not come from others'
acceptance of us. Maybe a
few weekends working
with Habitat for
Humanity would change
her focus. -- H.D.

Dear H.D.: Some people
have a more extreme reac-
tion to rejection than oth-
ers. Your suggestions are
good ones, but if she
needs additional help, she
should get it.

Annie's Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please e-mail your
questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie's Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL
60611. To find out more
about Annie's Mailbox,
and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.

Has anyone ever told you about a special event that is supposed

to be happening, only to find out that the person who told you

didn’t have all the facts?

Call 263-7331 to start you subscription to the Big Spring Herald

today, and get the scoop on local news and events.
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Thank You NIE School Sponsor

Medicine Genter
Pharmacy

Wacky Facts

@ Jan. 26 is the first day of the Chinese

k S
(lunar) calendar. 2009 is the year of the Ox.
® The Chinese New Year is a major holiday that re-
unites friends and family for food and celebration.
Red clothing is worn to ward away bad fortune.

DIEORITHOUG T

— holidaysmart.com

Teen chefs develop five healthy
snacks that kids will like

By NANCY CHURNIN
The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS — Kids come home from
school ready to snack.

Too often, that means they’ll start grab-
bing chips, soda or cookies — the kind of
high-fat, high-sugar foods that can start
them on the road to childhood obesity, high
cholesterol and diabetes.

And that’s why it’s so important to get them
in the habit of making healthy choices, experts
say. With that goal in mind, high school stu-
dents from Frisco Independent School Dis-
trict’s Culinary Arts Program in Frisco, Texas,
took on a challenge from Medical City Heart
in Dallas and the Greater Dallas Restaurant
Association to come up with healthy treats that
kids can prepare for themselves.

That means they also had to be safe, fast
and easy for kids to prepare. So the young
chefs had to ply their creativity without
burners, ovens, food processors or sharp
knives, while meeting one quarter of a
child’s daily calcium or fiber requirements,
using low saturated fat or protein, and stay-
ing under a 450-calorie limit for each snack.

The judges were fifth-graders from
Shawnee Trail Elementary in Frisco, who
were each given three coupons to put in
front of the three snacks they liked best out
of eight offered.

The teen chefs, resplendent in their white
aprons and tall chef hats, demonstrated how
to prepare their snacks and offered sam-
plings under the watchful eyes of Jennifer
Gause, executive chef and director of the
culinary arts program. Afterward, the very
satisfied fifth-graders confessed the tough
part was choosing favorites. “They were all
delicious!” said Ariel Benzvi, 11.

Recipes for the top three snacks are also
available on www.medicalcityheart.com
and in the free Medical City Heart book,
“City Heart,” which is due out in February.
Here, we showcase the top five.

Mike Thomas,

County Attorney

Thank You NIE Classroom Sponsors
Back In Motion Chiropractic

ALON USA

Troy TompKins,
CMFC Financial Planner
The Prudential Insurance
Comapny 0f America

1. FRUIT SHISH-K-BOBS

By Jordan Molder, 17, and Alessandra Bernd, 17
Recipe: Cut !/3 small banana into small pieces. Cut the green leaves off the
top of 3 strawberries. Take a skewer and stick the banana, strawberries and
three grapes on it, alternating fruit. Put 2 teaspoons Nutella in a zip-top bag.
Mash it around until it’s soft and push it all to one of the corners at
the bottom. Once most of it is in a corner, take your scissors and cut
a small piece of the corner so you can squeeze it out on the fruit.
Per Serving: Calories 113; fat 4 g (1 g sat); no cholesterol;
sodium 6 mg; fiber 2 g; carbohydrates 20 g; protein 1 g

2. MOON PIE

By Amanda Schneider, 17, Teresa Medrano, 18 and Nataly Mora, 17

Recipe: Spread 1 tablespoon of crunchy peanut butter thinly enough just to
cover half a slice of very thin bread. Spread just enough marshmallow créme
thinly enough to cover the second half slice of bread. Cut a quarter of an extra-
small banana into little circles and place on the marshmallow créme. Top with
the slice of bread with peanut butter.

Per Serving: Calories 241; fat 9 g; no cholesterol;
sodium 125 mg; fiber 3 g; carbohydrates 37 g; protein 6 g

3. ANTS IN A BOAT

By Don Nichols, 17
Recipe: Take an apple slice (about /s of an apple) and stand it up on its peel.
Spread 1 teaspoon peanut butter on top. Put 4 raisins on top of the peanut butter.
Per Serving: Calories 47; fat 3 g (1 g sat); no cholesterol; sodium 25 mg;
fiber 1 g; carbohydrates 5 g; protein 1 g

4. BEAR ESSENTIALS

By Everardo Zamarron, 18, and Alex Munoz, 17

Recipe: Use a bear cookie cutter to cut two bear shapes out of two slices of
bread. Cut a bear shape out of a yellow pepper. Put the bear-shaped yellow pep-
per on one slice of bread. Drizzle honey on it. Put two banana slices on the yel-
low pepper. Put two squirts of honey on it. Cover with second bear-shaped
slice. Put two dots of honey on the bear. Put a chocolate chip on each dot. Use a
straw to cut out two banana circles for the eyes and attach with honey.

Per Serving: Calories 229; fat 5 g (3 g sat); sodium 176 mg; fiber 8 g; car-
bohydrates 46 g; protein 6 g

5. APPLE CINNAMON GRAHAM CRISP

By Kendall Reding, 17, Madison Pritchett, 18 and Brandon Teplansky, 16
& Recipe: Mix 1 tablespoon peanut butter and !/4 teaspoon cinnamon
in a bowl with a spoon. Spread half on top of two graham crackers.
Use two more graham crackers to make two sandwiches. Spread
the peanut butter-cinnamon mix on top of the sandwiches. Cut an
apple in six slices and remove the seeds. Dip apples in /4 teaspoon
lemon juice. Layer the apples on top of the spread and sprinkle with cinnamon.
Per Serving: Calories 203; fat 10 g sat; no cholesterol; sodium 171 mg;
fiber 4 g; carbohydrates 25 g; protein 50 g

JUAN GARCIA/THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS/MCT

High school students from Frisco (Texas) Independent School District’s Culinary Arts Program took on a challenge
from Medical City Heart in Dallas and the Greater Dallas Restaurant Association to come up with healthy treats

that kids can prepare for themselves.

Chatter Hox

“You have no idea what a high it is for me
to see the delight on people’s faces
when they see how these homes work.”

— Brad Pitt, on affordable housing built by his
Make It Right Foundation in New Orleans’ Lower
Ninth Ward, in Architectural Digest.

In The News

A focus on math
adds up to success

You do the math. In 1995, American fourth-graders
received an average score of 518 on an international
math test. The 2007 test results were announced this
month. This time, the average score for fourth-graders
in the United States was 529. Education leaders say

the 11-point jump is good news.
The Trends in International ME
Mathematics and Science Study,

v, is the world’s largest review of math and science
achievement. The tests have been given every four
years to fourth- and eighth-grade students in the

United States and more than 35 other countries since
1995.

SOME PLUSSES
AND A FEW MINUSES

This year, American fourth-graders and eighth-
graders scored better in math than they had in the
past. The fourth graders outscored their peers in 25 of
the 36 participating countries. Experts say these re-
sults show that American students are on the same
level as kids in other wealthy countries. “Certainly,
our results do not show the United States trailing the
developed world,” said Ina V.S. Mullis, a professor
who co-directed the study.

The study reported dramatically higher scores in

: ‘ five Asian countries. Stu-
dents in Taiwan, South
Korea, Singapore and
Japan scored the

highest on the math
test. “The Asian
countries are
way ahead,”
Mullis says.

Still, there is

room for im-
provement. In
Hong Kong,
where kids did the
TRIBUNE/MCT

best on the math exam, the av-

,, erage score was 607. And
/ i ' when it came to science Amer-

ican students did no better
than they had done in the past.

Science scores for American students have not
gone up since 1995. Although Americans continue to
score way above average in science, students in other
countries, including Singapore and Hong Kong, have
made big gains. U.S. Education Secretary Margaret
Spellings says that the science scores “remind us that
... we must pick up the pace.”

President-elect Barack Obama has promised to
make math and science education a national priority.

HOwW WOULD YOU DO?

Try these questions from the 2007 tests. The an-
swers are below.

From the fourth-grade math test:

Al wanted to find how much his cat weighed. He
weighed himself and noted that the scale read 57 kg.
He then stepped on the scale holding his cat and
found that it read 62 kg. What was the weight of the
cat in kilograms?

From the eighth-grade science test:

Which characteristic is found ONLY in mammals?
A. Eyes that detect color

B. Glands that make milk

C. Skin that absorbs oxygen

D. Bodies that are protected by scales

— Suzanne Zimbler
g 'LS3L IAVHOH-HLHDII ‘DY § ‘LSIL 3AVHD-HLYNOS :SHIMSNVY

GARY MEADER/
DULUTH NEWS

© 2009 Time Inc. All Rights Reserved.
TIME FOR KIDS and Timeforkids.com are registered trademarks of Time Inc.

Help!

Reading Rack

Feeling blue

DEAR AMERICAN GIRL:
When I’'m down in the dumps,
how can I cheer myself up?

— Gloomy
M If you're feeling blah, get
moving. Even a walk around
your neighborhood could help
perk you up. Better yet, invite a
friend along. Sharing what’s on
your mind can make you
feel better. Other ideas:
watch a funny movie, play
with a pet, or help a friend or family mem-
ber who’s feeling blue. Also, talking to your
mom or another adult you trust about what’s
bothering you can really help.

K Amer1can Girl"

DEAR AMERICAN GIRL: My friends

get invited to lots of parties, but I don’t.

Even my really good friend did not invite
me to a party she had. I get really jealous.
— Too Jealous

W How about throwing your own party? In-
vite a few friends to a weekend sleepover or
organize a picnic. Also, you should take time
to look at your relationships and think about
which ones work and which
ones don’t. Focus on build-
ing a few really great
friendships. In time, as your relationships
grow, the invitations will, too.

You don’t see many pi-
rates sailing the high seas
these days (though re-
cently, there have been a
few!). But maybe there
would be more of them
around if they’d had “Pi-
rate’s Log: A Handbook |
for Aspiring Swashbuck-
lers” (Chronicle Books,
$15.95) to teach them the
basics of the pirating trade.
The fun and funny guide-
book offers tips and advice

Visit “Fun for Girls” at americangirlmagazine.com to for kids who want to follow

get or give advice. © 2009 American Girl, LLC. All rights reserved.

All you scurvy dogs

Sparrow. As you make your
in the footsteps of Capt. Jack way through the book, com-

read this!

pleting tasks and answering
questions, you’ll progress
through the pirate ranks,
from shark-bait to captain.
The book includes 23 “very
important pirate lessons”
(No. 10: Bathing is for land-
lubbers). You'll learn pirate
phrases, take a pirate license
exam and design your own
pirate ship. The book even
comes with a tiny nightlight

so you can read and write in
the middle of a ship-tossing
storm.

— Becky Sher, MCT
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“I don’t know. I’ll decide after I'm
finished.”

FOR SAUETHING MORE EDIBLE.

[ 1D LIKE To EXCHANGE THIS FRUITCAKE

©2008 Creators Syndicate, Inc.
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DOCTOR, THERE'S A
SOLDIER HERE WITH
A BADDOG BITE

CAN'T YOU JusT
PUT A BANDAGE
ON |T2

©2008 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

L THINK HE NEEDS
A LITTLE SURGERY

[ MEET A LOT OF GOOD-LOOKING
MAIL ROUTE

WOMEN ON My

eserved

es Syndicate, Inc. World Rights ri

HAS ANYONE EVER MADE = |
A PASS AT yOU? | |

©2008 by King Feature
T

www.Blondie.com

ALL THEY WANT ME
FOR I5 My MALL! | [~

This Date
In History

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 30,
the 365th day of 2008. There is
one day left in the year.

Today’s  Highlight
History:

On Dec. 30, 1853, the United
States and Mexico signed a
treaty under which the U.S.
agreed to buy some 45,000
square miles of land from
Mexico for $10 million in a deal
known as the Gadsden
Purchase. (The area covered by
the agreement is located in
present-day southern Arizona
and southwestern New
Mexico.)

On this date:

In 1813, the British burned
Buffalo, N.Y., during the War
of 1812.

In 1903, about 600 people died
when fire broke out at the
recently opened Iroquois
Theater in Chicago.

In 1907, the Mills Commission
issued its final report conclud-
ing that Abner Doubleday
invented baseball, a finding
that few sports historians

in

embrace.

In 1922, Vladimir I. Lenin
proclaimed the establishment
of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics.

In 1936, the United Auto
Workers union staged its first
“sit-down” strike, at the Fisher
Body Plant No. 1 in Flint,
Mich.

In 1940, California’s first
freeway, the Arroyo Seco
Parkway connecting Los
Angeles and Pasadena, was
officially opened.

In 1948, the Cole Porter musi-
cal “Kiss Me, Kate” opened on
Broadway.

In 1972, the United States
halted its heavy bombing of
North Vietnam.

In 1994, a gunman walked
into a pair of suburban Boston
abortion clinics and opened
fire, killing two employees and
wounding five other people.
(John C. SalviIII was later con-
victed of murder; he died in
prison, an apparent suicide.)

In 2006, Iraqis awoke to news
that Saddam Hussein had been
hanged; victims of his three
decades of autocratic rule took
to the streets to celebrate.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor
Joseph Bologna is 74. Actor

Russ Tamblyn is 74. Baseball
Hall-of-Famer Sandy Koufax is
73. Actor Jack Riley is 73. Folk
singer Paul Stookey is 71. TV
director James Burrows is 68.
Actor Fred Ward is 66. Singer-
musician Michael Nesmith is
66. Singer Davy Jones is 63.
Singer Patti Smith is 62. Rock
singer-musician Jeff Lynne is
61. “Today Show” co-host
Meredith Vieira is 55. Actress
Sheryl Lee Ralph is 53. Actress
Patricia Kalember is 52.
Country singer Suzy Bogguss
is 52. “Today Show” newscaster
Matt Lauer is 51. Actress-
comedian Tracey Ullman is 49.
Rock musician Rob Hotchkiss
is 48. Radio-TV commentator
Sean Hannity is 47. Runner Ben

Johnson is 47.
® 2008 The Associated Press.

Answer to previous puzzle

B[L[A B[E[R
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HOP TO IT by Billie Truitt
Newsday Crossword Edited by Stanley Newman

www.stanxwords.com

ACROSS 67 Border 9 James __(fifth 37 Fire starter
1 Prepare flour 68 Clear a U.S. president) 39 The “T"in TV
5 Pigsties windshield, 10 Doctors’grp. 42 Boy Scout
9 Tropical fruit perhaps 11 Bird’s home group
14 West Coast 69 Ultimatum 12 Chew like a 43 Reddish
sch. ending rodent hair dye
15 Egg-shaped 70 Fitsto 13 Norway’s 48 Naval
16 Signs of things (is just right) capital Academy
to come 71 Squelched 21 Japanese dog graduate
17 Boyfriend 72 Goes out with 22 Moral code 50 “Bald” birds
18 Bread witha 73 Poetic 26 Believerin 52 Makes an
pocket daybreak many gods attempt
19 Twangy- 28 Not fooled by 54 Flash of light
voiced DOWN 29 _ game 55 Resulted in
20 Criticize 1 Topic: Abbr. (pitcher’s 56 Raring to go
severely 2 Become frosty dream) 57 Scoundrels
23 People in a 3 Pilot light 31 Fender flaw 58 “Not guilty,”
couple 4 Brownish gray 32 Formerly for one
24 With 65 Down, 5 Ornamental 33 _ -do-well 59 Falling-out
game played tree 34 Swiss 61 Doing nothing
with tots 6 Wicked mountains 62 Tip of an
25 Bringanendto 7 US alliance 35 Tidy airplane
27 Remove the 8 Eastern 36 Stare 63 Sharp as a tack
wrinkles from Europeans open-mouthed 65 See 24 Across
30 Like some T 12 3 12 5 17 8 10 [11 [12 [13
collisions
34 Feeling of
dread
38 Phrase of
denial
40 Bit of DNA
41 Seize an
opportunity
44 Daddy
45 Churn up
46 Go inside
47 Audio system
49 Adolescent
51 Seetoa
necktie
53 Point of view
57 First-aid

course: Abbr.
60 Start dripping,

as a water pipe
64 Suspect’s

story
66 Fan club’s

focus
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