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State Rep. Joe Heflin, center, and Stefanie Wilkerson, right, local office manager for State Sen. Kel Seliger, 
present retiring Howard County Commissioner Bill Crooker with a Texas flag and copies of proclamations 
during a reception in his honor at the county courthouse Monday afternoon.

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

In 1968, the Vietnam War was raging, 
Richard Nixon completed an amazing po-
litical resurrection by claiming the U.S. 
presidency and 
a former World 
War II prisoner 
of war became 
the first Repub-
lican to win a 
Howard County 
election.

Nixon is long 
gone and the 
Vietnam War is 
just a memory. 
And that former 
POW? He’s step-
ping aside, too.

W.C. “Bill” 
Crooker, com-
missioner of 
Howard County 
Precinct 3 for the 
past 40 years, cel-
ebrated his im-
pending retirement at a reception in his 
honor at the county courthouse Monday 
afternoon.

Friends, colleagues and family mem-
bers joined in the celebration to mark the 
end of Crooker’s lengthy political career.

“I think the service Bill Crooker has 
given this community ... is beyond com-
prehension,” said Big Spring Mayor Russ

See CROOKER, Page 3A

Thank you, 
Mr. Crooker
Longtime county
commissioner is
honored Monday

“I learned a long 
time ago that if 
you treat people 
the way you want 
to be treated, 
you’ll get a great 
response, and if 
you always work 
for the betterment 
of the community, 
you’ll win in the 
long run.” 

—William ‘Bill’ Crooker

Barr: Jail construction on schedule
By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Despite the recent frigid weather, 
construction on the new Howard 
County Jail continues on schedule 
and under budget.

That was the news county com-
missioners learned during their 
regular meeting Monday morning 
at the courthouse, as they opened 
bids for furnishings and other inte-
rior fixtures for the new jail.

County Judge Mark Barr said ac-

tion on the bids will not be taken 
until commissioners meet Jan. 12.

“We want to give (project director) 
Jeff (Hefflefinger) time to review 
the bids and make sure they meet 
specifications,” Barr said. “He’ll 
come back on the 12th and give us 
his recommendations.”

Overall, Barr said he was very 
pleased with the progress made on 
the new jail, which is scheduled to 
open in March.

“It’s about 65 percent completed,” 
Barr said. “It’s coming along very 
nicely ... We’re looking at around 
Feb. 1 for completion, then after 
that, we have to give the state time 

to inspect it to make sure it meets 
standards. Overall, we should be 
ready to move prisoners in some-
time in March.”

County officials were very con-
cerned that “cost inflation” — the 
invariable increase in supply costs 
that occur between approval of a 
bond project and actual construc-
tion — would exceed budget projec-
tions, but that hasn’t been the case 
with the jail, Barr said.

“Costs have been very stable,” 
he said. “Some of them have been 
even less than we expected. There 

See JAIL, Page 3A

Under budget, too

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Festival of Lights officials an-
nounced they are well on their way 
toward setting an attendance re-
cord for the event.

The Comanche Trail Festival of 
Lights will illuminate the city park 
with more than 1 million lights 
nightly through Dec. 31.

Admission to the 12th annual drive-
through event is free, although do-
nations are accepted. Pat Simmons, 
long-time chairman of the festival 
committee, said all donations are 
used to help finance future events.

“Donations are what 
makes this organiza-
tion happen,” Simmons 
said. “It all goes right 
back into financing next 
year’s festival.”

Simmons said more 
than 6,000 people have 
visited the festival in its 

first week.
“As of Friday, we’ve had 6,522 peo-

ple, including folks from 20 states 
and two countries,” Simmons said. 
“Personally, I’m very pleased with 
the light presentation. There’s been 
a couple of darker spots, but over-
all, I’m pleased.”

At this rate, the festival will final-
ly realize Simmons’ long-held goal 
of 20,000 visitors; the event fell just 
600 shy of that mark last year.

“Hopefully, we will reach 20,000 
visitors,” she said. “I have heard 
some spectacular statements from 
people, saying that our festival 
is better than the ones in Marble 
Falls or San Angelo, or that this is 
the best one they’ve ever seen. That 
is something great to hear person-
ally.”

Poinsettias, candy canes, snow 
men ... all these holiday symbols 

See LIGHTS, Page 3A

Festival of Lights nears record 
number of visitors, founder says

Simmons



By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

IRVING — Cowboys coach Wade 
Phillips doesn’t gamble and doesn’t 
make predictions. He does, however, 
make observations based on 31 years 
of working in the NFL.

So as gloomy as things looked for 
his club’s playoff chances after los-
ing to Baltimore on Saturday night, 
Phillips remained relatively cheery 
before Sunday’s games began. He 
didn’t know whether Tampa Bay or 
Atlanta would lose, but he was confi-
dent at least one of them would, 
opening a direct path for Dallas to 
make the playoffs.

Sure enough, the Buccaneers lost 
— their first defeat at home all sea-
son, and to a San Diego team that 
was seemingly playing out its sched-
ule. That brought into play another 
truism Phillips has been preaching 
the last two months.

“Ten wins,” he said. “It’s usually 
10 wins that gets you in.”

Dallas indeed can clinch a wild 
card if it picks up victory No. 10 on 
Sunday in Philadelphia. Lose, and 
the Cowboys’ season is over.

“You can’t get any more motivated 
than that,” Phillips said Monday. 
“It’s something that’s right there.”

Because of the high stakes, the 
league announced Monday the 
game’s kickoff has been moved to 

4:15 p.m. EST.
Phillips gave players Sunday and 

Monday off, but he saw most of them 
Sunday night at the team Christmas 
party. What might’ve been a sullen 
affair turned out pretty well thanks 
to the Chargers.

“I talked to a bunch of them last 
night and they’re all really excited 
about this,” Phillips said. “It’s been 
a long season. It’s not a long season 
any more. It’s one game. ... 
Everything you are fighting for and 
want is right there, and all you have 
to do is go get it. That’s all you can 
ask for.”

Phillips said the biggest health 
concern this week is tight end Jason 
Witten’s sprained left ankle. He’s 
expected to play, “but how effective 
he can be I don’t know,” Phillips 
said.

Running back Marion Barber 
remains a question, too. He had just 
two carries against Baltimore 
because of a dislocated right pinkie 
toe. The Cowboys haven’t missed 
him much because rookie Tashard 
Choice has been so productive, but 
Phillips obviously would like to have 
his battering-ram starter back in the 
lineup.

“We just have to see where he is,” 
Phillips said. “He’s been better and 
better every week, but he still hasn’t 
been 100 percent.”

Quarterback Tony Romo went into 
the Ravens game with a bruised 
back and took enough hits to keep it 
from getting much better. But it 
didn’t get much worse, either, and 
Phillips expects him to be fine.

See COWBOYS, Page 2B
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A sign is shown in downtown Rotan honoring the late Hall of 
Fame quarterback Sammy Baugh Monday. 

By BETSY BLANEY
Associated Press Writer

ROTAN — Sammy Baugh, 
the NFL’s original gunsling-
er, was given a cowboy send-
off.

The last surviving member 
of the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame’s inaugural class of 
1963, the Washington 
Redskins star was remem-
bered by family and friends 
Monday, five days after he 
died at age 94.

Baugh’s saddle and chaps 
were draped over his coffin at 

the front of First Baptist 
Church in Rotan, where 
Baugh’s life was celebrated 
through the memories of 
those closest to him.

He was taken by hearse to a 
nearby cemetery where a 
horse-drawn wagon awaited 
for the slow procession to his 
grave site.

As the hearse slowly 
approached the wagon, about 
a dozen black Brangus cattle 
sauntered to a nearby fence 
corner, almost as if the 
bovines Baugh loved to raise 

and ranch came to say their 
farewells.

Two of Baugh’s friends — 
one wearing a referee’s uni-
form and the other dressed as 
a cowboy — stood with their 
hats off and heads bowed as 
the wagon made its way to the 
grave site.

Baugh was laid to rest beside 
Edmonia Baugh, his wife of 
52 years, who passed away in 
1990.

See BAUGH, Page 2B

Baugh given cowboy send-off

AP photo/Matt Slocum

Dallas Cowboys coach Wade Phillips stands on the sideline in the sec-
ond quarter of their NFL game against the Baltimore Ravens Saturday in 
Irving. The Ravens won 33-24, forcing the Cowboys into a must-win situ-
ation when they visit the Philadelphia Eagles Sunday.

One 
more

chance
Phillips excited about
Cowboys’ opportunity

By TIM BOOTH
AP Sports Writer

SAN DIEGO — As the starting quar-
terback at UC Davis more than 20 
years ago, Chris Petersen had grown 
accustomed to the program’s low key 
demeanor.

Two coaches were referred to as 
“coach,” but everyone else was on a 
first name basis. No one screamed or 
ranted. Everything was taught and 
instructed with a calm and steady 
message.

Then Gary Patterson showed up.
“In came Gary, a fireball of energy,” 

Petersen recalled Monday. “And we 
were like, ‘who’s this guy, where did 
he come from?’”

Paths that first intersected 22 years 
ago at then Division II UC Davis will 
meet again Tuesday night when 
Petersen’s undefeated No. 9 Boise 
State faces Patterson’s No. 11 TCU in 
the Poinsettia Bowl.

It’s arguably the most anticipated 
non-BCS matchup of the bowl season, 
and a coup for a bowl game in just its 
fourth year of existence. The Broncos 
are trying to complete their second 
unbeaten season in the last three 
years, while a TCU win would help 
the Horned Frogs’ resume as one of 
the elite non-BCS teams in the coun-
try.

“I think it’s one of the best match-
ups of all the bowl games,” Patterson 
said. “Besides the national champion-
ship game, I’d put this one right up 
with the one that’ll be played up north 
of here.”

The two head coaches share a bond 
as the leaders of two of the top non-
BCS programs in the country, but 
their personal connection started in 
1986. Petersen was a senior quarter-
back for the Aggies and Patterson was 
a newly hired linebackers coach, all 
of 26 years old and full of intensity 
that wasn’t often seen inside the pro-
gram.

“Really different and equally as 
good,” Petersen said of Patterson’s 
arrival. “It was really a unique and 
interesting change.”

Added Patterson, “I was a little bit 
more energetic.”

While the UC Davis family tree of 
offensive minds — Oregon’s Mike 
Bellotti, former college and NFL head 
coach Paul Hackett and Petersen, 
among others — is well known, it can 
now claim a defensive forward-think-
er to its bloodline, even if Patterson 
hung around for only one year.

At the time, Patterson was in the 
early stages if his career, bouncing 
around the country to the next job 
opening. It was his first venture west, 
after previously spending two years 
at Tennessee Tech. He joined head 
coach Jim Sochor at a time when the 
Aggies were the dominant Division II 
program in the West. From 1971 to 
1990, UC Davis held at least a share of 
its conference title every year.

Ironically, Patterson was the defen-
sive coordinator at Sonoma State in 
1991, the school that ended UC Davis’ 
title run.

“One thing I learned from UC Davis 
was I learned how to teach even at a 
higher level. I came from the Midwest 
and I found out there were different 
ways to do things,” Patterson said.

“They didn’t have whistles. They 
didn’t raise their voice. It was a unique 
situation and one of those situations 
where you understood why they were 
successful. The problem for me was it 
didn’t fit my personality.”

Patterson, who isn’t one to hide his 
emotions, left after only one year to 
become the defensive coordinator at 
Cal Lutheran. And while Petersen

See POINSETTIA, Page 2B

BSU, TCU coaches
have long history
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Oklahoma quarterback Sam Bradford poses after being awarded 
the Heisman Trophy Dec. 13 in New York. Bradford was voted The 
Associated Press college football player of the year Monday.

By MURRAY EVANS
Associated Press Writer

NORMAN, Okla. — Sam Bradford is back in 
his comfort zone, hanging out with his 
Oklahoma teammates.

He is happiest when he’s just “one of the 
guys,” quarterbacks coach Josh Heupel said. 
That, however, is becoming harder to do.

The sophomore quarterback won another 
honor Monday when he was voted college 
football player of the year by The Associated 
Press. Bradford already captured the Davey 
O’Brien Award and Heisman Trophy.

Now he’s home after a whirlwind trip to 
New York, and while he appreciates all the 
recognition there’s a BCS title showdown 
with Florida waiting on Jan. 8. It’s time to 
return to the routine again.

In winning the AP award, Bradford beat out 
the same two quarterbacks he did for the 
Heisman — Colt McCoy of Texas and Tim 
Tebow of Florida.

Bradford received 27 votes from the AP 
media panel that votes in the weekly poll. He 
was followed by McCoy with 17 votes. Tebow, 
who won the award last year, had 16 votes 
this time. Texas Tech receiver Michael 
Crabtree had two votes.

Bradford is the third Oklahoma player to 
win the AP award, which began in 1998. 
Heupel won in 2000 and Jason White in 2003.

Bradford’s next test comes in the national 
title game, with No. 2 Oklahoma (12-1) facing 
No. 1 Florida (12-1) in Miami.

Bradford has passed for 4,464 yards and 48 
touchdowns this season, breaking the school 
record White set in 2003. 

Bradford named AP 
player of the year
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Jay Jarmes
Jay Jarmes, 68, of Big Spring, died Saturday, Dec. 

20, 2008, at his residence. Memorial services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 27, 2008, at the Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel with the Rev. 
Sharon Weise, pastor of First United Methosist 
Church, officiating.

He was born Feb. 22, 1940, in Des Moines, Iowa. 
He married Lucy Prewitt in February 1965 and she 
preceded him in death in January of 2001. He then 
married Judy Gard in July of 2001.

Jay graduated from Hugo High School in Hugo, 
Okla., in May of 1958 and graduated from the 
University of Oklahoma in 1962. After graduation, 
he was hired by the IRS in Tulsa, Okla., working 
fraud income cases. In November of 1962, Jay 
joined the Oklahoma Air National Guard and was 
commissioned a 2nd lieutenant and was scheduled 
for Air Force pilot training. He attended and gradu-
ated from Air Force pilot training at Webb Air 
Force Base in Big Spring. From 1964 to 1969 he flew 
with the Oklahoma and New York Air National 
Guard, flying cargo into and out of Vietnam, Japan, 
the Phillipines, Thailand, Hawaii and Europe in 
support of the Vietnam War. Jay was hired by 
American Airlines in 1966 and was based in New 
York, Chicago and Dallas-Fort Worth, flying Boeing 
727’s and the Douglas DC-10, retiring in 1995.

Jay volunteered at the Hanger 25 Air Museum, 
for the Big Spring Humane Society and for the Big 
Spring State Hospital Volunteer Services.

Survivors include his wife, Judy Jarmes of Big 
Spring; a step-daughter, Kandace Gard-Dawson 
and husband Tom of Big Spring; a step-son, Eric 
Gard and wife Meeghan of Marshall; four grand-
children, Brock Gard, Baylee Gard, Katcher 
Dawson and Kennadee Dawson; three brothers, 
Jon Jarmes of Pasadena, Calif., Jim Jarmes and 
wife, Dorothy of Postville, Iowa, and Jack Jarmes 
and wife Janet of Muskego, Wis.; one brother-in-
law, Bob Enyart of Postville, Iowa; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

He was also preceded in death by his parents, 
Glenn and Beatrice Minerman Jarmes; and one 
sister, Glenna Enyart. 		

The family suggests memorials to the Big Spring 
Humane Society, P.O. Box 823, Big Spring 79721-
0823 or to the Big Spring State Hospital Volunteer 
Services, P.O. Box 231, Big Spring 79721-0231.

Jay wrote the following for his 50th class reunion: 
“Judy and I live in Big Spring on 20 acres of scrub 
brush, rocks and rattlesnakes. We enjoy traveling, 
visiting our grandkids and families, and riding our 
ATV or golf cart on trails that I have cleared on our 
property. And taking care of our 18 critters, includ-
ing 2 miniature donkeys. I’m Happy. It’s been a 
good life.”

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Alvino Valdez
Alvino Valdez, 74, of Big Spring died Sunday, 

Dec. 21, 2008, in San Angelo.  Funeral services will 
be at 11 a.m. Friday at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church with the Rev. Bernard L. Gully officiating.  
Burial will be at Mt. Olive Memorial Park. Vigil 
services will be at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel.

He was born April 4, 1934, in Shafter, Texas, to 
Louisa and Jesus Valdez. He was a retired con-
struction worker and a member of Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church.

He is survived by two brothers, Ramon Valdez of 
Big Spring and Hector Valdez and his wife Carmel 
of San Angelo;  three sisters, Mary Rodriguez and 
her husband Victor of Odessa, Gloria Perez and her 
husband Luis of Houston and Delia Nieto and her 
husband Victor of Floresville; and several nieces 
and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by one brother, Rene Valdez.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Elva E. Jaynes
Elva E. Jaynes (Thames) (Schafer), 75, of Bastrop, 

formerly of Big Spring, died Dec. 12, 2008.
She is survived by her husband, Larry; mother, 

Kathleen Thames; son, Brant Schafer; daughter, Su 
Anne Schafer.

She was preceded in death by a son, Randy 
Schafer.

She graduated from Big Spring High School in 
1950. Services are under the direction of Marrs-
Jones-Newby Funeral Home in Bastrop. Services 
will be held in Brownfield. She is to be cremated.

David G. Reyna
David G. Reyna, 74, of Kerrville, formerly of Big 

Spring died May 13, 2008, in Kerrville. His remains 
were cremated and there was a memorial service 
May 19, 2008, in the Notre Dame Catholic Church 
in Kerrville with the Rev. Mike Peinemann offici-
ating. His cremains were intered in the San Jose 
Cemetery in Comfort.

He was survived by a daughter and two sons and 
spouses, Jon and Carol Brown of Kerrville, Brenda 
and Brian Ballard of Floresville and Fred Brown of 
Cibolo; and four grandchildren.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to www.
schae3tter.com

Because of computer difficulties at the Big Spring 
Police Department, no arrest log or activity report 
was available today.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity Monday (note: officials reported 
63 prisoners in the county jail):

• STACY LYNN PENDLETON, 33, was arrested 
by deputies on a charge of public intoxication.

• JAMES ARTHUR WHITED, 43, was arrested by 
deputies to begin serving judgment and sentence 
for driving while intoxicated/second offense.

• LUCAS SHANE HUGHES, 27, was transferred 
from BSPD after being arrested on a charge of theft 
from the person.

• LUPE HINOJOS, 35, was transferred from BSPD 
after being arrested on a charge of aggravated 
assault with a deadly weapon/family violence.

• ANTONIO GARCIA JR., 20, was transferred 
from BSPD after being arrested on a charge of dis-
playing a fictitious inspection certificate.

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency 
Medical Service reported the following activity 
Monday:

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported at Sixth and 
Johnson streets. Service was refused.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported on S. 
Highway 87. Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1100 block of 
Stamford. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of 18th. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of N.W. 
Ninth. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of 
Mesquite. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 4200 block of 
Vicky. One person was transported to VAMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of N. 
Johnson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of 
Providence. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 500 block 
of Gregg. It was determined to be a smoke scare.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 1300 
block of Stadium. The call was cancelled en route.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 1900 
block of N. Highway 87. It was determined to be a 
false call.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the 

First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels 
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are wel-
come. For more information, contact Sherry 
Hodne3tt at 264-7599.

•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m. and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 
more information.

• Donnavan J. Silvas, 1, of Big Spring, died Friday, 
Dec. 5, 2008, in a local hospital. The parents are in 
need of help with burial expenses. All donations 
can be made at Nalley-Pickle and Welch Funeral 
Home and Crematory of Big Spring.

• The purpose of life is a life of purpose. Join 
Nurses’ Hospice of Big Spring Volunteer program 
today. We  request potential volunteers not to vol-
unteer for one year after a significant loss. Come by 
1008 E. Third St. or call (432) 517-4073.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglect children in 
court in an effort to find each child a safe, nurtur-
ing and permanent home.  CASA currently has 10 
active volunteers to serve the 55 plus children of 
Howard County in foster care. A class is forming in 
Howard County and 20 volunteers are needed. For 
more information on becoming a CASA volunteer, 
please contact Robyn LaForge at (432) 683-1114.

 • The Big Spring Salvation Army will be conduct-
ing free blood pressure and glucose screenings Dec. 
31 from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. at the Army’s Corps 
Building, located at 811 W. Fifth St. The screenings 
are being sponsored by In-Home Care. For more 
information, contact the Salvation Army at 267-
8239.

• West Texas Opportunities Inc., through a Job 
Access Reverse Commute project with the Texas 
Department of Transportation offers transporta-
tion to employment in Midland, on a limited sched-
ule, Monday through Friday each week. This fixed 
route currently leaves Big Spring at 7 a.m. and 
makes a stop at the EZ Rider bus connection in 
downtown Midland. The route leaves Midland for 
the return to Big spring at 4:15 p.m. As a promo-
tional introduction, no fare is charged. Beginning 
April 1, the daily fare will be from $3 to $8, round-
trip, depending on the number of passengers using 
the service. For more information, call Victor 
Enriquez, JARC coordinator, at West Texas 
Opportunities, (800) 245-9028.

• The Permian Basin Foundation has awarded 
West Texas Opportunities Inc. $130,000 through the 
Texas Resources for Iraq Afghanistan Deployment 
fund. WTO will assist current and former military 
personnel serving in Iraq or Afghanistan and their 
families. Funding will serve Howard, Martin, 
Andrews, Borden, Dawson, Ector, Fisher, Gaines, 
Glasscock, Midland, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry and 
Upton counties. For more information, contact 
Diana Martinez or Debbie Wilson at 110 Johnson in 
Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s Relay for 
Life team is selling cookbooks to raise funds for the 
American Cancer Society. The cookbooks can be 
purchased at the PBX operator’s booth for $10 
apiece. For more information, contact Beverly 
Grant at 268-4952.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 34-33-26-37-10.

Number matching five of five: 0.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing 
Monday night: Winning numbers drawn: 12-22-
17-33. Bonus Ball: 18.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday 
afternoon by the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-3-7-
7. Sum It Up: 21.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 7-5-4. Sum 
It Up: 16.

Obituaries

Police

Sheriff’s report

Support Groups

Take Note

Fire/EMS

Lottery

Your Local Weather
Wed

12/24

64/39
Partly cloudy
skies. High
64F. Winds
WNW at 5 to
10 mph.

Thu
12/25

71/46
Partly cloudy
and windy.
Highs in the
low 70s and
lows in the
mid 40s.

Fri
12/26

73/35
Windy with a
mix of sun
and clouds.

Sat
12/27

54/29
Sunshine.
Highs in the
mid 50s and
lows in the
upper 20s.

Sun
12/28

59/33
Sunshine.
Highs in the
upper 50s
and lows in
the low 30s.

©2005 American Profile Hometown Content Service
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And Tax Services

Every Day Loans From

$100.00 to $1193.24
Phone Applications Welcome

Se habla espanol
Do your taxes with Sun Loan

**Subject to our Liberal Lending Requirements**
Open on Saturdays  8:30 am-12:00 pm

Happy Holidays

Midwest Finance &
Income Tax Service

Cathy, Paula, Lisa

Come See Us For All Your Holiday Needs

(432) 263-1353
Phone Applications

Welcome

600 Gregg St.

*All Loans Subject To
Our Liberal Credit Policies

*Licensed by the State of Texas
15247

Se Habla Español

We Have Money For You
Loans

$100 - $1000
Phone Applications Welcome

1011 Gregg St.                                                                         263-6914

15266

Christmas Count Down!
Come See Us For Holiday Money!

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated 
in any row, column or box. 

sudoku

BAUGH
Continued from Page 1B

At the funeral, family members 
remembered Baugh more for his 
skills as a father and a cowboy 
than anything connected to foot-
ball. They recalled him as kind 
and amiable.

Son David Baugh told how his 
father frequently opened up his 
home near this small West Texas 
town to folks — strangers some-
times — and always made them 
feel like they were the most 
important people in the world.

“That’s the kind of man he 
was,” David Baugh said. “It could 
be the poorest guy in the world 
and Sam made you feel like a mil-
lion dollars. People would come 
back to see him all the time.”

Grandson Brant Baugh said 
sometimes he’d find some of 
those strangers sleeping in the 
bed he used when he’d come visit 
his grandfather. The first time 
his grandfather told him it was a 
friend. The next time, though, 
the grandson was more dubious.

“What’s his name?” Brant 
Baugh asked his grandfather.

“Well,” Brant Baugh recalled 
the elder Baugh responding, “I 
just met him.”

One of those who came to visit 
wasn’t a stranger. Robert Duvall 
visited Baugh as the actor was 
preparing for the role of Gus 
McCrae in Lonesome Dove. 
Baugh was known to be very ani-
mated with his hands.

“Those hand movements that 
Robert Duvall uses in that movie 

he really got from Sam,” David 
Baugh said.

Friends he made after retiring 
and those he golfed with spoke of 
what a good man Baugh was. He 
and longtime friend Bob O’Day 
started a benefit golf tournament 
a few years ago, the Slingin’ 
Sammy Baugh Tournament, at 
Western Texas College in 
Snyder.

So far, the tournament has 
raised enough money to help 57 
young adults earn college 
degrees.

“Sam was a man’s man,” O’Day 
said. “He never met a stranger 
and he could talk to anyone. 
When you were around, Sam 
made you feel good.”

“He had a heart of gold.”
Baugh’s reputation blossomed 

as a star high school athlete in 
football, baseball and basketball 
in Sweetwater. It began to grow 
during his college days at TCU.

It was there that he picked up 
the nickname “Slingin’ Sammy” 
— but it wasn’t for his passing. It 
was for the blistering throws he 
fired to first base as a shortstop 
and third baseman.

Starting in the 1930s, Baugh 
turned the sparingly used for-
ward pass into a potent weapon 
for the Washington Redskins. He 
was also a standout punter and 
defensive back.

He not only led the league in 
passing six times from 1937 to 
1952 but he also punted and 
played safety on defense.

In 1943, he led the league in 
passing, punting and intercep-
tions.

In one game, he threw four TDs 

and also intercepted four passes. 
He threw six touchdowns passes 
in a game twice. His 51.4-yard 
punting average in 1940 remains 
the NFL record.

Baugh guided the Redskins to 
five title games and two champi-
onships, playing his entire career 
without a face mask. His No. 33 is 
the only jersey Washington has 
retired.

His high school in Sweetwater 
has done the same, retiring No. 
21. TCU also retired his jersey, 
No. 45; the Horned Frogs will 
wear “45” stickers on their hel-
mets to honor Baugh when they 
face Boise State on Tuesday night 
in the Poinsettia Bowl in San 
Diego.

After his NFL career, Baugh 
retreated to his large West Texas 
ranch near Lubbock. The Hall of 
Fame and the Redskins tried to 
lure him east for ceremonies over 
the years, and he always turned 
them down.

He never got lost in the acco-
lades heaped on his athletic skills 
and if forced to choose, Baugh 
would have always picked the 
ranch over football, returning to 
his thousands of acres after each 
season.

For years he drove to Snyder 
three or four times a week to play 
golf, until sore knees and searing 
heat made the long trip too diffi-
cult.

Several years ago he went into 
a nursing home in nearby Jayton 
as dementia and Alzheimer’s rav-
aged his mind.

“He was a great dad to me,” 
David Baugh said. “I enjoyed 
him. I’m going to miss him.”

COWBOYS
Continued from Page 1B

While the Cowboys are thrilled 
to be so close to the playoffs, it’s 
worth remembering this club 
wasn’t supposed to cut it close.

Dallas was the consensus pre-
season pick to represent the NFC 
in the Super Bowl. The Cowboys 
had every major contributor 
back from the group that went 
13-3 last season, plus some quali-
ty additions. They also should’ve 
been driven by last year’s playoff 
flop.

Instead, Dallas spiraled to 5-4 
and last place in the NFC East 
going into its bye week. A 4-2 

stretch since then — coinciding 
with Romo’s return from a bro-
ken pinkie on his throwing hand 
— has salvaged the chance for 
this year’s team to still live up to 
the hype. As Phillips noted 
Monday, the New York Giants 
won the Super Bowl last season 
after going 10-6 and getting into 
the playoffs as a wild card.

Phillips also tried stamping out 
the notion that this team has 
underachieved.

“Let’s finish the season and see 
what happens,” he said.

He then propped up what Dallas 
has done thus far compared to 
Green Bay missing the playoffs 
after being 13-3 last year, and 
Seattle going from perennial divi-
sion winner to near the bottom of 
the NFL. He didn’t mention that 

the Packers went through a 
tumultuous quarterback change 
and the Seahawks’ season was 
riddled with injuries to key play-
ers.

The reality is that if the 
Cowboys lose to the Eagles, this 
season will be a colossal failure. 
It might even cost Phillips his 
job, although team owner Jerry 
Jones insisted otherwise after 
the loss to the Ravens.

“I don’t even want to discuss 
that,” Phillips said. “That’s the 
furthest thing from my mind. ... 
This is a big game for us and our 
team is going to try to play its 
best and that’s what we are going 
to try to do. We are looking for-
ward to it. I think we can win 
this one and go from there.”

POISETTIA
Continued from Page 1B

wasn’t directly coached by Patterson, each left a 
lasting impression with the other, one that has car-
ried over into their careers as head coaches.

After Boise State beat TCU in the Fort Worth 
Bowl in 2003, Patterson and his coaches paid a visit 
to Boise to swap and share ideas.

“There was a lot of information passed back and 
forth,” Petersen said. “Gary knows what he’s doing 
and if you get one or two things to focus on that you 
are not doing, it can really make a difference.”

Petersen hopes there weren’t too many secrets 
shared. His young, but talented, offense will get its 
toughest test of the season against Patterson’s fast 
and aggressive defense that was second in the coun-
try and held high-powered Oklahoma to its lowest 
point total of the season.

The Broncos averaged 49 points over their final 
five games of the regular season, but those num-
bers came against teams with a combined record of 
20-38 this season.

“It’s a pretty impressive (defense) to watch,” said 
Kellen Moore, Boise State’s redshirt freshman 
quarterback. “They don’t give up a lot of points.”

To subscribe, call 263-7331.



LIGHTS
Continued from Page 1A

and more are repro-
duced and encased in 
lights at this year’s fes-
tival.

The festival has been 
a big drawing card for 
visitors in past years 
— Simmons said resi-
dents of 41 states and 16 
foreign countries have 
toured the festival in 
past years.

A new feature at this 
year’s event is a gift 
shop, where visitors will 
be able to buy Christmas 
ornaments, T-shirts and 
coffee mugs. And the 
gift shop will have a spe-
cial visitor when Santa 

comes to the festival to-
night, Simmons said.

Simmons, who has 
steered the festival com-
mittee since the event’s 
inception, said this is 
the last year she will 
oversee day-to-day op-
erations.

“This is my last year 
being in the field,” she 
said. “I’ll still handle the 

administrative stuff, 
but ... Howard Stewart, 
Pascal Odom and Jesse 
Baker will be co-chair-
men in the future.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

CROOKER
Continued from Page 1A

McEwen. “We’re cele-
brating 40 years of Bill 
being a commissioner, 
but we’re also celebrat-
ing 40 years of him serv-
ing the community and 
serving it well.”

Crooker, a native of 
White Plains, N.Y., 
joined the U.S. Army 
Air Corps after the out-
break of World War II 
and served at the Bom-
bardier School in Big 
Spring before shipping 
off to Europe. The “high-
light” of his war service 
— if one wishes to call 
it that — was his time 
as a POW in Germany 
after his plane was shot 
down.

After the war, he mar-
ried his wife, Joyce, a 
Big Spring native, in 
1945 and was serving 
as personnel manager 
at Cosden Refinery in 
1968 when he was ap-
proached by a group of 
people to gauge his in-
terest in a run for politi-
cal office.

“A few Republicans 
here got together and 
asked me to run for 
county commissioner,” 
Crooker said. “It was a 
great point of pride to 
me that I was the first 
Republican elected to 
office here.”

It almost didn’t hap-
pen, though.

Unofficial election re-
sults from the 1968 gen-
eral election showed 
Crooker trailing Demo-
cratic incumbent Mae 

Hayden by 91 votes, but 
because the winning 
margin was by less than 
5 percent, he was able 
to request a recount. A 
special commission ap-
pointed by the county 
overturned the initial 
count, which resulted 
in Crooker winning the 
contest by 149 votes.

That, he said, nearly 
overshadowed every-
thing else that occurred 
during his time on the 
commissioner’s court.

“Forty years is a long 
time but it’s really gone 
by fast,” he said. “I can’t 
remember anything re-
ally outstanding that 
I accomplished. What 
really was outstanding 
was what happened in 
the beginning.”

Others at Monday’s 
reception were quick to 
differ with Crooker’s as-
sessment. McEwen par-
ticularly recalled the 
commissioner’s effort 
on behalf of the local VA 
Medical Center when it 
looked as if the facility 
would be closed a few 
years ago.

“The day we learned 
we had a problem, Bill 
was in my office, ask-
ing me what he could 
do to help,” McEwen re-
called. “You can’t imag-
ine the hours and hours 
and blood, sweat and 
tears he put into this ef-
fort ... Without Bill’s ef-
forts, I truly believe that 
hospital would be closed 
by now.”

Crooker’s fellow mem-
bers on the commis-
sioner’s court said they 
would remember the 

knowledge and experi-
ence he brought to the 
job.

“I really hate to see 
him go,” fellow com-
missioner Jerry Kilgore 
said. “I don’t think a lot 
of people realize how 
Bill helped a lot of peo-
ple get involved in gov-
ernment. He certainly 
helped me.”

Kilgore and others 
also recalled Crooker’s 
stubbornness on certain 
issues.

“He is a little bit of a 
hard-headed Yankee, 
but he’s really a good 
man,” Kilgore noted.

County Judge Mark 
Barr, who crossed 
swords with Crooker on 
occasion, also said his 
influence on the court 
would be missed.

“I really respect Bill. 
He brought a lot of ex-
perience and knowledge 
to the table,” Barr said. 
“Sometimes we didn’t 
agree on things, but we 
always settled our dif-
ferences and moved on 
from there ... He was 
one of the hardest-work-
ing commissioners on 
the court.”

During Monday’s cere-
mony, Crooker was pre-
sented with a Texas flag 
by State Rep. Joe Heflin 
and Stefanie Wilkerson, 
local office manager for 
State Sen. Kel Seliger, 
as well as a U.S. flag that 
had recently flown over 
the nation’s capitol from 
Lisa Brooks, local office 
manager for U.S. Rep. 
Randy Neugebauer.

In addition, McEwen 
read a proclamation de-

noting Monday as “Bill 
Crooker Day” in Big 
Spring.

Crooker promised to 
remain active in com-
munity affairs even 
after his retirement be-
comes official Jan. 1.

“It’s been a wonderful, 
wonderful 40 years,” he 
said. “I’m truly over-
whelmed by all this ... 
It’s been a privilege for 
me to work for the peo-
ple of Howard County. I 

learned a long time ago 
that if you treat people 
the way you want to 
be treated, you’ll get a 
great response, and if 
you always work for the 
betterment of the com-
munity, you’ll win in 
the long run.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com
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YEAR IN REVIEW
A special section that reviews the top 

story on Local Events, Sports, Much More 
during the last 12 months.

Includes Spot Color On Every Page!

Limited Advertising Space Available...
Call Your Sales Executive Today!!

432-263-7331

2008

Publishes:
Wed., Dec. 31, 2008

Sales Deadline:
Mon., Dec. 29, 2008

Size & Cost of Ad:
6 col. x 4” - $350.00
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Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR
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3206 E. F.M. 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-9000
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Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/30/08
11587

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Alvino Valdez, 74, died 
Sunday.  Funeral Services 
will be at 11:00 AM Friday 
at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church with burial at Mt. 
Olive Memorial Park.  
Vigil Services will be at 
7:00 PM Tuesday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel.

JAIL
Continued from Page 1A

really haven’t been any surprises and 
we’re all tickled to death about that.”

In other matters, commissioners ap-
proved the terms of court for 2009 and 
personnel considerations, Barr said.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 
263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail at report-
er@bigspringherald.com

News at a glance▼

2 killed, 1 hurt in road shootings
DALLAS (AP) — A manhunt is on for a gunman in 

a pickup who is suspected of killing two people and 
injuring another in a series of rush hour shootings on 
Dallas-area roads.

The suspect was last seen Monday evening heading 
west on Interstate 635, a loop that goes around Dallas 
and connects to other interstates, said Sgt. Gil Cerda, 
a Dallas police spokesman.

The shootings happened within minutes of each 
other. Afterward, rush hour traffic slowed along the 
highway as police shut down all westbound lanes of 
635 east of the shooting scenes for several hours.

Police had a few witnesses after the shootings and 
were hoping to contact more. “We’ve got detectives 
working,” Cerda said.

The first shooting occurred around 5:45 p.m. Monday 
in Garland. A pickup truck heading south on a major 
road pulled up alongside a small Nissan stopped at a 
red light and began shooting, police spokesman Joe 
Harn said. The Nissan driver was killed.

Witnesses told police the pickup then drove off to-
ward I-635 in Dallas, where an 18-wheeler was shot 
at shortly after. The driver of the 18-wheeler was not 
hurt, police said.

The suspect continued west on the highway, then 
shot and killed the driver of a United Van Lines 
18-wheeler rig, Cerda said.

Then the suspect drove about a quarter- to a half-
mile on the interstate and fired at another 18-wheeler. 
The driver was injured by debris and glass but not 

struck by a bullet.

Health coverage extended for kids
AUSTIN (AP) — Texas is extending Medicaid cover-

age for 90 days for 34,000 children because Hurricane 
Ike may have prevented their families from re-enroll-
ing, state officials said.

“Given the widespread damage and disruption in 
services caused by Ike, we believe it’s wise to err 
on the side of caution and give these families more 
time to renew their children’s coverage,” said Albert 
Hawkins, executive commissioner, Texas Health and 
Human Services.

The extension begins Jan. 1.
State officials had said thousands of children living 

in Hurricane Ike-devastated areas were in danger of 
losing health coverage in 2009 because they had not re-
enrolled in government health insurance programs.

The agency surveyed more than 100 southeast Texas 
families, and one in four said they never received a 
renewal form, agency spokeswoman Stephanie Good-
man said. Of those who did receive the form, nearly 
80 percent said they returned it, she said. Goodman 
said the state has been unable to determine why the 
forms weren’t received at the postal boxes used by an 
enrollment center.

The extension does not apply in cases where the 
state received the application and determined that 
the family was not eligible, Goodman said.

New packets will be sent to families in order to be 
renewed by April, officials said.

HERALD staff report

Big Spring police are are looking for 
a suspect in connection with robberies 
at two local convenience stores over the 
weekend.

The first robbery occurred at approxi-
mately 12:25 a.m. Sunday when a suspect 
entered the 7-Eleven store at 300 Owens. 
The subject, described as white or possi-
bly Hispanic by witnesses, was wearing 
a tan trench coat, black toboggan and a 
black scarf or bandana covering his face.

“He had something concealed in his 
sleeve and told the clerk to empty the reg-
ister,” BSPD Sgt. Tony Everett said in a 
news release. “The clerk gave the suspect 
the money from the register and (the sus-
pect) left the store running south.”

The second robbery occurred at approxi-
mately 11:30 p.m. Sunday at the 7-Eleven 
on 1209 11th Place.

“The suspect description was identical to 
the first,” Everett stated. “Again, the sus-
pect took the money and fled north from 
the store. 

“He was described as an Hispanic male 
between 30 and 40 years of age, around 6 
feet tall and weighing between 140 and 150 
pounds.”

Robbery suspect
sought by police
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But the rewards are great! I work for myself and
make a good living. I take responsibility for my performance

- it’s all up to me. A lot of people depend on me, and I
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Contracts are available now for motor route 
carriers. For information, call 432-263-7331.

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

CEMETERY PLOTS at Trinity 
Memorial for sale. 3 plots in 
Canaan, great location. $1,000. 
o.b.o. Sells for $1,700. 
bugnurse@yahoo.com or 
(806)262-4034.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING Independent 
School District hiring cashiers, 
cooks, and line servers. Please 
apply online at 
www.bsisd.esc.18.net. 
No phone calls please.

BIG SPRING Oil Company, 
needs experienced Tool 
Pusher. Must be able to pass 
drug test. Competitive salary 
and limited benefits. Most work 
within 60 miles of Big Spring or 
Snyder. Please send resume 
to: PO Box 1870, Big Spring, 
TX 79721.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a LVN PRN 
Only. Great hours, friendly at-
mosphere. Call for appointment 
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a full-time RN 
Position. Great hours, friendly 
atmosphere and Benefits. 
Sign-On Bonus $2500.00. Call 
for appointment 
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Police Officer 

$15.47-$16.25/hr
Jailer 

IT Specialist
Senior Center Coordinator
Heavy Equipment Operator

Mechanic Helper
Part Time Cook

Code Enforcement Officer
Utility Service Worker

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

Equal Opportunity Employer

COOKS & CARHOP.  Must be 
Neat in Appearance. Honest & 
Dependable. No experience 
necessary will train. Inquire at 
Wagon Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. 
No phone call Please!

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now seeking a 
full time Charge Nurse. We of-
fer competitive pay, Retire-
ment, Vacation, and a fun, 
friendly atmosphere. Apply in 
person or online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 
3200 Parkway, Big Spring, Tx. 
(432)263-4041.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

Help Wanted

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Wanted 
You will work on a variety of 
print related projects from lo-
gos, branding, packaging, 
POS, advertisements, sales 
presentations, large banner 
graphics, magazine design and 
much more? The ideal candi-
date will have at least 2-3 
years of experience in graphic 
design and have a strong com-
mand of Adobe Programs. 
To apply please visit us online 
at www.themediaco.net or 
email your resume to 
brian@themediaco.net or call 
432-599-8018.

MATURE CHRISTIAN person 
interested in substituting for 
Christian childcare enter. Expe-
rience preferred, but will train. 
Must be able to pass Criminal 
History Check and FBI finger-
print check. Apply in person at 
NHCS 118 Cedar Rd.

NEED WATER Well pump per-
son. Call (432)517-0510.

NEEDING PART-TIME Nanny 
for toddler. Experience a must, 
able to provide 2 previous em-
ployer references. Pay is BOE. 
Please contact Cashea at 
(432)213-4685 or 816-7332.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PIRKLE/ WEIR Insurance 
Agency, 1602 Scurry St. Big 
Spring, taking applications for 
full time receptionist/ file clerk. 

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

PLANT SUPERVISOR needed 
for Ameri-Tech Building Sys-
tems. Experience required in 
Portable Metal Building Manu-
facturing. Competitive Salary 
and Benefits available. Email to 
kwr_atbs@yahoo.com or fax to 
254-938-2762. EOE

Help Wanted

Pediatric Private Duty 
Nurses needed for Immedi-
ate Openings!!

*Benefits
*Mileage paid
*Competitive Wages
*Sign-On Bonus!! 

Part time position available 
in Big Spring Thursday’s 
11a-9p. PT and FT positions 
available in Midland and 
Odessa for various shifts.
Call Kristi Young, RN @ 
432-550-1721 or fax resume to 
432-550-1717 today!

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full & 
Part time Cashiers. Apply in 
person at any Shell Star Stop 
in Big Spring. Drug Free Envi-
ronment.

WANTED DRILLING Supervi-
sor with at least 7 years experi-
ence. For Sharp Image Energy 
Inc. Please send resumes  to 
P.O. Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

WANTED OIL and Gas Drilling 
Engineer with at least 7 years 
experience and Reservoir En-
gineer experience would be 
helpful in their job application. 
For Sharp Image Energy Inc. 
Please send resumes  to P.O. 
Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

WESTSIDE DAY Care needs 
Part-time Teacher/  Mon.-Fri. 
11:30-5:30. For more informa-
tion, call 432-263-7841.

Items for Sale
4PC LEATHER Sofa and 
Love brand new, has War-
ranty $650. 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
DOUBLE/FULL pillow top mat-
tress and box set. NEW, fac-
tory sealed. $130. 
432-664-8980.

A PILLOW Top Queen Mat-
tress Set. Brand New in Plastic 
with Mfg. warranty $150. 
432-664-8980.
-----------------------------------------
Wrought Iron Queen Bed and 
frame. Brand New. Has sleigh 
bed look. Will take $350. 
432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD FOR Sale. 
$250.00 per cord, $150.00  per 
half cord. Call 432-213-3399.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

KING MATTRESS set, w/war-
ranty, brand new in plastic, 
$220 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
Brand New 5pc Micro fiber 
Sofa/Love seat, with War-
ranty. $550. 432-664-8980.

MOVING SALE: Thomasville 
dining table with 2 leafs & 6 
chairs, $300. 19” Orion color 
TV $40. Barnwood living room 
set $375. Rossi .38 special 
$300. GE Dryer, needs belt, 
$45. Zeno acne treatment $75. 
($200 new). Call 432-213-4538 
AFTER 5:00pm.

Items for Sale
PRESSURE RELIEVING,
Tempur-pedic type Memory 
Foam Mattress set new in plas-
tic. $450 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
Twin Cherry sleigh-bed solid 
wood still in box with mattress 
set, both new $348. 
432-664-8980.

SHELLED PECANS. Excellent 
quality. Call (432)267-1180 or 
(432)816-4644. Delivery twice 
weekly on orders over 2 lbs.

Lost and Found

$400 REWARD- Brittany 
Spaniel “Luke” (Liver & White),  
2 years old, male, red collar 
no/tags. Last seen near Jeffrey 
Rd. Please call 432-416-0118 
or 263-0926.

MISSING 8 year old yellow 
Labrador in the Kentwood 
area, last Saturday. Answers to 
“Honey” has collar with tags. 
Call (432)816-6605, 
(432)816-7711.

Miscellaneous

BEDROOM SET- 5 pc, black 
uptown style. NEVER USED!! 
$550. Can del. 806-549-3110.

Miscellaneous
4 POSTER oak bedroom set. 
NEW from mfg. $875. Can del. 
806-549-3110...........................
Merlot finish bedroom suite. 
Hardwood collection, metal 
glides. BOXED NEW!! $880. 
Can del 806-549-3110.............

ADJUSTABLE BED & queen 
mattress, $990 NEW, warr. 
806-549-3110...........................
Pub table & chairs, heavy! Ex-
presso finish. NEW!!! Can del. 
$399. 806-549-3110.................

BRAND NEW 16X16 Ceramic 
Tiles. Beautiful Neutral Color. 
Approximately 540 sq. feet. 
$500.00. Call 432-353-4891 or 
432-425-8359.

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2003 GMC Envoy XL SLT 
TRIM - All Power & Toys,
Local One Owner.

$9,995

2002 Oldsmobile Alero -
Local One Owner, 52K Miles.

$8,995

2007 GMC Envoy Denali - 
35K, Local One Owner.

$27,995

2008 GMC Acadia SLT
One Trim, All Toys, Immaculate, 12K Miles.

$33,900

2007 GMC Half-Ton Crew 
Cab Z-71 - Local One Owner, 
41K Miles..

$19,995

PONTIAC GMC

263-7625 888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

15400

SALE$23,995

LEASE OPERATOR

Because of our continued expansion and growth through an aggressive acquisition program, Energen 
Resources, a subsidiary of Energen Corporation, has an immediate opening for 3 Lease Operators at 

Pump as needed monitoring, recording, and optimizing production data
Operating and maintaining production equipment

-

15465

LEASE OPERATOR / TECH ASSISTANT

Energen Resources Corporation, a subsidiary of Energen Corporation has an immediate opening for 
a Lease Operator / Tech Assistant at its North Westbrook Unit located four miles northwest of West-
brook, Texas. Responsibilities include:

Run Dynamometers’ and Shoot Fluid Levels as Needed (Training Available)
Monitoring, recording, and optimizing production data
Connect, Set-up and Monitor Step Rate Test Equipment
Operating and maintaining production equipment
Conducting on-lease activities making minor repairs and adjustments as needed
Assuring that all leases are operating within regulatory compliance
Provide vacation relief for Lease Operators as needed

For immediate consideration please go to: www.energen.com and select Job Opportunities under 
Employment to complete an online application.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
15466

We Can Save 
You Money By

Advertising Your
Business In Our

Professional 
Service Directory! 

Call 
263-7331

for more information.

FILLED
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.
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Other Views

Ron Midkiff
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Quick! Get Jesse Junior G-Man

A particular American life

With so much news 
on the impeach-
ment of Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich, I 

almost missed an incredible as-
pect of this amazing case:

The Jesse Junior 
G-Man Task Force 
to Fight Political 
Corruption thing.

So I called the 
federal building in 
Chicago and asked 
for the Jesse Ju-
nior G-Man Task 
Force.

“Pardon me?” 
asked a female fed-
eral employee.

Don’t be obtuse. 
It’s been all over the national TV 
news, U.S. Rep. Jesse Jackson 
Jr. (D-Bud Light) working with 
the feds to fight corruption. So 
connect me to the Jesse Junior 
G-Man headquarters.

“I don’t know what you’re talk-
ing about,” she said.

It might not be a formal “task 
force.” Perhaps there’s another 
name for it, like Jesse Junior G-
Man Blago Working Group. I’m 
a reporter. You can tell me.

“Sorry,” she said. “No Junior 
G-Man office here.”

Oh, c’mon! Just stop with your 
little bureaucratic games. The 
story was on TV. Jackson’s been 
working with the feds, which 
means he’s a good guy.

But she had nothing for me, so I 
called someone else.

“Jesse Junior G-Man? No,” a 
guy said. “Not on this floor.”

Just tell me. The Junior G-Man 
works in a high-tech complex 
buried deep underground, right? 
Behind a series of cool interlock-
ing steel doors, protecting the 
Cone of Silence, right?

“No,” the guy said. “This is 
the second call you’ve made on 
this subject. We’re tracking you. 
Now stop. I mean it.”

Jeez. Could TV news be wrong? 
Could it have just been media 
puffery and political spin that 
got out of control?

The Junior G-Man thing began 
after the governor was charged 
with trying to sell the Senate 

seat of President-elect Barack 
Obama to the highest bidder, in-
cluding emissaries of an uniden-
tified Candidate 5, who later was 
identified as Jackson.

The Chicago Tribune then 
reported that a group of Indian 
businessmen held a fundraiser 
for Blagojevich — with Jack-
son’s brother Jonathan in at-
tendance — and quoted several 
businessmen that they raised 
the money hoping Blagojevich 
would make Jackson the next 
senator.

“I never sent a message or an 
emissary to the governor to 
make an offer, plead my case or 
propose a deal about a U.S. Sen-
ate seat, period,” Jackson said.

Jackson was in a bind. He 
wasn’t being accused of a crime, 
but people who wanted him 
in the Senate were willing to 
pony up, and things were get-
ting sticky. You could imagine 
the Jackson brain trust pacing 
the floor in fear, stroking their 
chins, muttering, “What to do? 
What to do?”

So on Monday, unnamed 
“sources” told Chicago WLS-TV 
that Jackson wasn’t only Candi-
date 5, but that he was actually 
feeding information to the feds 
about Blagojevich. Wow, that’s 
so cool.

“Sources tell (WLS) that Jack-
son has been in regular con-
tact with the feds and has told 
the government that in 2003, 
Blagojevich denied the congress-
man’s wife, Sandi, an appoint-
ment as Illinois lottery director 
because Jackson would not 
donate $25,000 to the governor’s 
campaign fund,” said reporter 
Charles Thomas.

But if Blagojevich was truly 
shaking down Jackson, why 
would Jackson later actively 
seek Blagojevich’s support for 
the Senate? Didn’t those “sourc-
es” know that Blagojevich be-
lieved the Senate seat was, like, 
bleeping golden?

Thomas’ report made all of 
broadcast news seethe with jeal-
ousy. The others just had to have 
one. So the next night, “NBC 
Nightly News” went national 

with a “bombshell” of a story.
“Now we shift focus to Illinois, 

a new bombshell in the scandal 
surrounding the governor of Il-
linois, Rod Blagojevich,” anchor 
Brian Williams said. “Congress-
man Jesse Jackson Jr. now says 
he has been an informant, talk-
ing to federal authorities about 
the governor (dramatic pause) 
for years!”

And lo, Jackson was trans-
formed, from Candidate 5 to Can-
didate Snitch.

My sources tell me that he’d 
been spotted hanging out on 
Rush Street while lobbying for 
the Senate job. Clearly, he was 
undercover.

“Maybe he’s like the Big Pussy 
character in ‘The Sopranos,’ 
when Big Pussy wired up on 
Tony and started to think he was 
a G-man, too,” said Wings, my 
able assistant. “He lectured the 
feds about legal strategies for 
racketeering indictments. He 
was so into it, remember? Big 
Pussy talking about RICO predi-
cates to the feds?”

Yes, Wings, I remember. It 
was so touching, especially the 
episode when Big Pussy tried 
to make an arrest as a federal 
agent. All he was missing was a 
decoder ring.

And, at that exact moment, I 
wished I were a TV reporter, so I 
could interview the fat guy who 
played Big Pussy on HBO and 
ask him about how federal inves-
tigations really work and about 
Illinois political corruption.

Unfortunately, Wings ruined 
everything by reading me a 
statement from Jackson spokes-
man Kenneth Edmonds, who 
said Jackson passed knowledge 
of “perceived corruption” to the 
feds but insisted that Jackson 
was no “informant.”

And I believe it. Jackson’s no 
informant, he’s a Junior G-Man. 
Now if I can only get his secret 
number, we can sit in the Cone 
of Silence and talk.

John Kass is a columnist for the 
Chicago Tribune. Readers may 
send him e-mail at jsksass@tri-
bune.com.

Last Friday morning, 
Cardinal Avery Dulles 
died in New York. Dulles 
was one of the world’s 

preeminent theologians and in-
tellectuals. As such, his absence 
will be noticed in 
the public square.

His passing also 
marks the end of 
a very particular 
kind of American 
life. The Dulles 
clan was never 
quite royalty, but 
it was, in its way, 
an American ver-
sion of the British 
nobility. Three of 
Avery Dulles’ fore-
bears were secre-
taries of state. His father had an 
airport named after him, and his 
uncle was director of the CIA.

Born in 1918, Dulles was edu-
cated in Switzerland and then 
at Choate Rosemary Hall before 
being packed off to Harvard. He 
entered Harvard Law but left to 
serve in the Navy, where he was 
distinguished with the Croix 
de Guerre and also contracted 
polio. His early life looked some-
thing like the traditional up-
bringing of a young British gen-
tleman — not all that different 
from, say, Winston Churchill’s.

Yet Dulles took a couple of un-
expected turns along the way. 
A Presbyterian by birth, he was 
fashionably agnostic by the 
time he reached Harvard. And 
in 1940, he converted to Catholi-
cism.

One must understand how 
radical this was at the time. The 
Dulles family was the epitome of 
elite, respectable Protestantism. 
Catholics were immigrants and 
laborers, viewed as suspect and 
perhaps un-American.

But Dulles continued down the 
road to Rome. After leaving the 
Navy in 1946, he became a Jesu-
it; in 1956, he was ordained as a 

priest. That event — a Dulles be-
coming not just a Catholic, but a 
priest — was significant enough 
to be noted on the front page of 
the New York Times.

Over the course of his time 
in the priesthood, Dulles often 
taught (at Fordham, Catholic 
University, and many other 
schools) and always wrote. 
There were 23 books and more 
than 700 articles when all was 
said and done — the product of 
a mind engaged with the world 
right up until the end. His last 
book was released in April.

Dulles’ body of work demon-
strates an astonishingly lucid 
mind, linked to a gentle, charita-
ble soul. He explored theological 
subjects, such as the real pres-
ence of Christ in the Eucharist, 
with the same careful inquisi-
tiveness he brought to discus-
sions of societal topics, such as 
human rights.

Dulles’ most lasting work in-
volved the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, of which he was an impor-
tant interpreter and reconciler. 
It was a task he was born for. “I 
think of myself as a moderate 
trying to make peace between 
opposed schools of thought,” he 
explained.

Dulles’ particular gifts were 
grounded in a kind of intellec-
tual modesty that barely exists 
anymore. He knew what he did 
not (and could not) know, and 
he placed enormous value in 
the sum of human philosophical 
achievement. “I do not particu-
larly strive for originality,” he 
remarked toward the end of his 
life. “Very few new ideas, I sus-
pect, are true. 
If I conceived a 
theological idea 
that had never 
occurred to any-
one in the past, 
I would have 
every reason 
to think myself 

mistaken.”
This humble man became the 

most important American theo-
logian of the 20th century. In rec-
ognition of his importance to the 
church, Pope John Paul II made 
him a cardinal in 2001 — a rare 
elevation, since Dulles was not a 
bishop.

Into his 90th year, Dulles con-
tinued to inspire, even as his 
physical condition suddenly de-
teriorated. The aftereffects of po-
lio robbed him of his voice and 
began to paralyze him, forcing 
him to abandon his teaching du-
ties. In April, Pope Benedict XVI 
met privately with him to bless 
him and say goodbye.

Two weeks earlier, Dulles had 
delivered his farewell lecture at 
Fordham.

“Suffering and diminishment 
are not the greatest of evils, but 
are normal ingredients in life, 
especially in old age,” the cardi-
nal explained.

“As I become increasingly 
paralyzed and unable to speak, I 
can identify with the many para-
lytics and mute persons in the 
Gospels, grateful for the loving 
and skillful care I receive and 
for the hope of everlasting life in 
Christ. If the Lord now calls me 
to a period of weakness, I know 
well that his power can be made 
perfect in infirmity.”

Faith and reason were never 
better met.

Jonathan V. Last is a columnist 
for the Philadelphia Inquirer. 
Readers may write to him at:  
jlast@phillynews.com.

Early in 2003, as word spread of Bernard 
Madoff’s remarkable financial acumen, 
French bank Societe Generale considered 
making a sizeable investment with him. 

It sent a team of analysts to New York to take a 
closer look.

They found enough red flags, The New York 
Times reported last week, that the bank not only 
refused to invest, but also quietly warned its 
wealthy clients to stay away.

On Dec. 11, the New York investment firm run 
by Madoff collapsed. He was arrested on charges 
of running what may be the largest Ponzi scheme 
in history. It took in $50 billion by Madoff’s own 
account.

U.S. securities regulators had the same opportu-
nity to spot the red flags that the French bankers 
did, but America’s watchdogs missed them.

As long ago as nine years and as recently as last 
year, the Securities and Exchange Commission 
had credible information about irregularities at 
Madoff’s company. Instead of aggressively pursu-
ing those leads, it closed the inquiries.

Christopher Cox, who heads the SEC, said last 
week that the agency might have discovered years 
ago that Madoff’s firm was concealing losses by 
using money from new investors to pay off others 
who wanted to cash out.

Foreign banks and wealthy investors were taken 
in by the scheme.

Last Tuesday, Cox issued a statement ripping 
SEC staffers for failing to pursue the investiga-
tions and failing to bring the allegations to the 
attention of commissioners. By Thursday, he had 
toned down his language, telling reporters he was 
“enormously proud” of a staff he regarded as “ex-
traordinarily professional.”

In any event, Cox, a former Republican congress-
man and staunch advocate of deregulation, bears 
at least as much blame as his staff. In fact, the 
Madoff case is only the most recent breakdown of 
oversight at the SEC. The agency’s failure to en-
force its own rules, for example, allowed invest-
ment bank Bear Stearns to collapse in March. Just 
three days before that company’s failure, Cox as-
sured investors that it was financially sound.

Part of the problem is resources. The SEC’s en-
forcement division has been hammered by years 
of lean budgets, even as the complexity of the in-
dustry it regulates and the number of complaints 
it investigates grew. The cuts made it more diffi-
cult for the SEC to do its job and left employees 
demoralized, former SEC chairman Arthur Levitt 
told Congress this fall.

That’s no excuse for the lack of effective over-
sight of Bear Stearns in the months leading up to 
its collapse, however, or the abandoned investiga-
tions into complaints that could have prevented 
losses of billions of dollars.

Even more basic problems, including real and 
potential conflicts of interest, have come to light 
through congressional hearings and reports from 
the SEC Inspector General.

A multi-billion dollar Ponzi scheme of the kind 
allegedly run by Madoff is out of the ordinary, of 
course, but it could succeed only because of the 
persistent belief that markets effectively regulate 
themselves and, therefore, that the kind of over-
sight envisioned when the SEC was created in 
1934 is obsolete. That idea has fueled much of the 
deregulatory zeal in Congress and Wall Street in 
recent years under Democratic and Republican 
administrations alike.

On Thursday, President-elect Barack Obama 
named Mary Schapiro as his choice to chair the 
SEC when he takes office next month. A former 
SEC commissioner and now chief executive of the 
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, an in-
dustry group, Schapiro would seem to know the 
terrain.

One would hope she also knows that history has 
shown, more than once, that relying on industry 
self-regulation to protect the public interest is a 
discredited fantasy.

St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Regulators 
slept while
investors lost

How to contact us
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e : 
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:   $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NAIL SALON

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Cash Sale
Very Reasonable

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

YOUR AD

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

LAWN CARE
FALL CLEANUP

Rake Leaves, Hauling
Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service

816-6150 or
267-5460

FREE ESTIMATES 18675

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33

8

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

HOME IMPROVEMENT

L & R 
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home 
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions, 

Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone, 
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets, 
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540
or E-mail us at

lrconstruction@suddenlink.net 10
83

1

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z
Chimney, Air Duct 

Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes, 
Carpets, etc.

INSURED

1-866-843-1837 17
95

9

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heaters
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heater
Parts and Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

18
30

3

FIREWOOD
Seasoned Oak Firewood

1 Cord Delivered - $325.00
1 Cord Pick Up - $275.00

1/2 Cord Delivered - $180.00
1/2 Cord Pick Up - $140.00

Local can pick up in Big Spring
Call Dustin

(432) 557-2897 or
213-3601 18472

HOUSEKEEPING

PROFESSIONAL 
HOUSE 

CLEANING
References Available

Fair Prices &
 Quality Work

CALL
(432) 213-599118477

THIS SPACE COULD  BE YOUR AD
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE

       All types of concrete
                  Bldgs, Slabs,
                Driveways, etc.
Quality And Professionial 

Work.
Call Roman 

(432) 556-390318905

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

HOME IMPROVEMENT

15
26

5

Drywall, Ceramic & Wood 
Floors, Metal Roofs, Shingle 
Roofs, Carpentry, Additions.

WE DO ALL TYPES OF
CONSTRUCTION!

Call Mike
432-213-0047

SANCHEZ
CONSTRUCTION

RESTAURANT

Texas Cajun Cafe
starting

January 2nd
LUNCH BUFFET

11:00 am - 3:00 pm
802 West I-20

between Exxon & Advantage Inn Motel
15598(432) 264-7686



In late October, the vet clinic 
in Andrews called regarding a 
befuddled Swainson’s hawk. “It 
appears to be dazed,” was their 

description of its unusual behavior. 
After bringing it home, we realized 
what they meant. Refusing to eat, 
the raptor required force feeding. On 
the fourth morning, it decided to eat 
on its own. 

Then it regressed. Although the 
hawk seemed to improve over a 
week, we felt it required a trip to the 
wildlife center in Lubbock.

While there, we cautioned the vol-
unteers that this bird’s eating disor-

der seemed to indicate 
a serious problem with 
its brain telling it to 
eat. Otherwise, the 
hawk was fairly typi-
cal.

Once the bird had 
been examined and 
placed in a carrier 
for a trip to the vet, 
Gail Barnes, volun-
teer, mentioned that 
we needed to see 
“Toenails.” Describing 

how beautiful he was after experi-
encing a complete molt, she added 
that Tom, another volunteer, had 
done a wonderful job working with 
and teaching the hawk to be an edu-
cational bird. “You saw the ‘before,’ 
now you need to see the ‘after.’” 
Since this raptor was another 
Swainson’s hawk we had brought 
to the center in August 2007, we 
decided our next trip would include 
Toenails.

A few days before Thanksgiving, 
we made a special trip and were 
reacquainted with the hawk that had 
touched our souls. 

As we entered a mew on 
Ambassadors Row, Toenails glanced 
our way and began his endless chat-
ter. 

Handsome, with every greasy, 
broken feather replaced, Toenails 
was the essence of the majesty of 
creation.

Handing me a leather glove, Gail 
took the ends of his jesses. As I 
moved my hand next to the hawk’s 
legs, it readily stepped on to the 
glove. Then the leather straps 
around his legs were secured within 

my grasp.
At first, Toenails seemed some-

what wary of another handler. 
Accustomed to Tom and other vol-
unteers, he knew I was a stranger. 
Several times he tried to fly off my 
hand, but the jesses limited his 
movement. 

Having to put him back on my 
wrist, I had no fear of his biting or 
footing me.

After he settled down and was con-
tent to be carried outside, Art and I 
slowly walked him to the pond area 
that was created as a soothing site 
where volunteers could sit, reflect 
and release the pressures of rehab 
work. Adjoining this scenic Walden 
is a tiered theater for educational 
programs.

Continuing his verbal conversa-

tion, Toenails brought to mind that 
hot August morning some fifteen 
and a half months prior to this day. 
We had heard his cries from the 
weedy easement behind a residence 
as we hurried from our truck. After 
catching the hawk, we had discov-
ered its feathers to be coated with a 
cosmetic gel or grease. Having laid 
the bird on its back to check body 
fat, I had discovered that someone 
had cut off all of his talons back to 
his toes.

Knowing that his nails might 
never grow back, and if they did, the 
talons might never be tapered and 
razor-sharp, I knew the hawk had 
been “somebody’s bird.” Its constant 
calling when approached by humans 
was a clear indication.

Thin, the Swainson’s had escaped 

only to be deprived of obtaining food. 
With no talons, it could not roost 
nor pierce and hold a mouse, or even 
grab a grasshopper. 

Slowly, it would have starved to 
death due to the inhumane mutila-
tion of its feet.

Notifying Gail of the plight of the 
hawk, I had to pause because I could 
not talk. 

Through tears, I begged for its life. 
“This bird needs to live as an exam-
ple of the cruelty of some humans.”

For the next three days, the 
Swainson’s cried or talked inces-
santly. If it heard me in the kitchen 
making coffee, its call began. Sitting 
with it, talking to it, holding it in my 
lap, I spent those moments trying 
to assure the bird that its life would 
improve.

On the fourth day, we delivered 
the hawk to Gail. “It’s worse than I 
thought,” she said. Sending it to the 
vet, she firmly stated, “That bird 
will be used for education.”

The drive home was less tense in 
knowing that the Swainson’s would 
not be put down. 

Gail’s phone call came shortly after 
we had unpacked the vehicle. “The 
vet says the talons will grow back, 
but will never be sharp-pointed. 
If whomever cut them had done it 
when it was younger, it would have 
bled to death. 

Looks like we have another ambas-
sador!”

As Toenails shifted his weight on 
my wrist, I welcomed the memories 
of “before and after.”  Remarkable in 
his metamorphosis, the hawk is now 
the epitome of hope that rehab vol-
unteers experience with every bird 
or mammal.

His constant calling also brought 
to mind one of the literary gems of 
Emily Dickinson: 

“Hope is the thing with feathers, 
that perches in the soul, and sings 
the song without words, and never 
stops, at all.” 

Thinking back to this experience 
with Toenails as the Holidays began, 
I’m sure Christmas came early this 
year.

Bebe McCasland is federally and 
state licensed to rehabilitate wild 
birds.
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Holy Trinity
Catholic
Parish
2008

Christmas
Season

Liturgical
Celebration

Schedule
Christmas Eve Masses

Wednesday, December 24, 2008
5:00 p.m. Sacred Heart of Jesus

7:00 p.m. Saint Thomas
9:00 p.m. Sacred Heart of Jesus

11:00 p.m. Immaculate Heart of Mary
(Preceded by Christmas Carols at 10:30 p.m.)

Christmas Day Mass
Thursday, December 25, 2008

10:00 a.m. Immaculate Heart of Mary

New Year’s Eve Mass
Wednesday, December 31, 2008

7:00 p.m. ~ Immaculate Heart Of Mary
(Virgin Mary, Mary of God)

New Year’s Day Mass
January 1, 2009

10:00 a.m. Sacred Heart of Jesus
(Virgin Mary, Mother of God)

15
32

6

Bird Poop: Dazed and confused

Bebe

McCasland

Courtesy photo

Standing beside the pond at the wildlife center in Lubbock, Bebe McCasland 
holds “Toenails,” an educational Swainson’s hawk. In the background are 
Ambassadors Row and the three-story, wooden barn that provides mews for 
birds of prey.

To subscribe,
call 263-7331
or visit us at
our website:

www.bigspringherald.com
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeOn the Farm

EZELL KEY 
FEED & GRAIN

98 Lancaster
(432)267-8112

Big Spring, Texas 79720
NOW OPEN TILL 4:00PM 

ON SATURDAYS
We have Deer Corn $9.00

We also will be carring
Moormans Pig Feed

We have all your 
Feed Needs

COME SEE US!!!

Pets
2 FREE Female Mixed Heeler 
dogs. One is 1-1/2 yrs old and 
spayed the other is 2 yrs old. 
Both are great w/kids. Call 
432-394-4106.

Real Estate for Rent
1205 STANFORD Remodeled 
2 bedroom, 1 bath, tile floors, 
CH/A, fenced yard. $550. 
month, $500. deposit. Call 
(432)517-0373.

1601 LEXINGTON- A & B. 
Very Nice 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
tile floors, CH/A. $450. month, 
$400. deposit. Call 
(432)517-0373.

2200 SQ. ft. building for lease 
in a high traffic area @ 1307 
Gregg St.  Front & rear parking 
available.  Please contact Lucy 
@ 432-263-5000 for mor infor-
mation.

602 1/2 GEORGE- Close to 
College. 1 Bedroom House. 
Carport, CH/A. $550.00 month 
plus deposit. No pets. No HUD. 
Call (432)267-2296.

703 EDWARDS 2 bedroom, 1 
bath house. CH/A, 
washer/dryer connections. One 
Year Lease. No HUD. No Pets. 
No Bills Paid.  $900. month 
plus deposit. (432)267-2296.

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL!!
$100. off 1st month rent!

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2  Bdrm $395 month

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

COMPLETELY REMODELED- 
410 Dallas. 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
tile floors & new carpet, CH/A. 
Washer & dryer connections. 
$575. month, $500. deposit. 
Call (432)517-0373.

SHORT TERM Leases. Fur-
nished houses for rent. All bills 
paid. Call Lesile, 
(432)213-0909.

SOUTH PLAINS APTS.
3304 West Hwy 80

Efficiency 1, 2, & 3 Bdrms.
Now Available
432-714-4840
559-309-1968

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

VICTORIA HOME, 2101 Run-
nels. 3 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath. 
$1200. month plus deposit. 
References required. Call 
(432)267-2804 or 
(432)816-5797.

Real Estate for Sale
1 ACRE with water well and 
septic. $8,750., 8/10th of acre 
for $5,000..................................
Mobile home Space for rent. 
$150.00 month & up. Call 
(254)643-1145.

BY OWNER Ranch style  brick. 
3 bedroom, 3 bath, jetted tub, 
fireplace, sunroom. 3-1/3 
acres, storage, barn. Coahoma 
ISD (Derrick Rd.). Reduced 
$179,900.   (432)264-0330, 
816-9969.

Real Estate for Sale
BY OWNER---- 2600 Carelton 
3 Bedroom, 2 bath w/covered 
carport. New A/C unit. New 
carpet and paint. All New Appli-
ances. Remodeled kitchen and 
baths. No Owner Financing. 
Please call 432-213-2681.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED 
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low 
Down Payment. Bad Credit 
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.

LARGE 4 Bedroom, 3 bath, 4 
car garage, fireplace in living 
room and basement. Amenity 
Galore. 3 plus acres, 2 large 
shops and Rentals. Coahoma 
School District. Reduced 
$275,000. Owner Finance Call 
(254)643-1145.

OWNER FINANCE, 3,000 sq. 
ft. duplex. $6,750. down, $800. 
per month. Call (432)714-4555.

OWNER FINANCE. 1524 East 
17th. Large 2 bedroom, with 
garage. Deserving Buyers. Call 
for information, (325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE. Fixer Up-
per! Low monthly. Low down. 
1300 & 1302 Wright. 
(325)277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
2002 NISSAN Pathfinder, su-
per nice. Only 38,000 with sun-
roof. Call (432)264-9897.

Legals
Advertisement for Sealed Bids

The Howard County Junior College 
District is now accepting bids for 
the following:

RFB#09-001 Charter Bus
Documents may be obtained from 
Jason Mims, Director of Business 
Services, Howard College, 1001 
Birdwell Lane, Big Spring, TX 
79720, (432)264-5167. Sealed pro-
posals will be accepted through 
2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 6, 
2008, in the Practical Arts Building, 
room 105A, Howard College, 1001 
Birdwell Lane, Big Spring, TX 
79720, at which time they will be 
read into record. Vendors are in-
structed that a formal opening will 
not occur. The college will negoti-
ate with qualified vendors concern-
ing the bids submitted. The final 
determination of bid award will be 
made at a future board meeting.
All questions should be directed to 
Jason Mims, Director of Business 
Services, 1001 Birdwell Lane, Big 
Spring, TX 79720, e-mail 
jmims@howardcollege.edu. 
(432)264-5167. Howard County 
Junior College District reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids.
#6012 December 16 & 23, 2008.

(432) 263-1284 110 W. Marcy
Big Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

BEAUTIFUL ALMOST NEW HOME in Coahoma ISD. 3 bedroom, 2 bath with 
separate formal dining, breakfast area, WB fireplace, master suite with 
custom ceiling and jacuzzi tub, covered patio, storage shed/workshop, 
double garage. Built in 2006. 

Call Home Realtors @ (432) 263-1284 for an appointment today.

414 FOSTER 15362

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
In spite of advances in

psychology there is still a
lot about
h u m a n
b e h a v i o r
that goes
unexplained.
People may
act in ways
that, on first
observation,
will proba-
bly make
a b s o l u t e l y
no sense.
The Scorpio
moon has a
suggestion: Close your
eyes and focus your heart.
Let go of the facts and
allow the feel of the situa-
tion inform you. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). The truth about you
is exposed -- to you. How
beautiful it is! You never
thought about yourself
before in the terms that
come to you now. Your
soul expands to embrace
this change in your defi-
nition. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Other people are try-
ing their best. However
muddled the attempts
may seem, be mindful to
respect the effort. How
fortunate you are that you
donít have to suffer
through their ordeal. Be
aware of your bounty. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Be aware today that
you may be drawn into a
struggle of egos. By resist-
ing the urge to put those
around you in their place,
they find their own way
there. And you emerge
smelling like the rose you
are. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Normally, possessive
and controlling people

would turn you off.
However, right now you
might find someone's
overwhelming energy
toward you quite flatter-
ing, and perhaps even
comforting. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
As your sign mate Alfred
Hitchcock found out,
sometimes shadows on
the wall are more fright-
ening than seeing the real
thing. Consider that your
mind could be trumping
thing up and scaring you
quite a bit more than is
warranted. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You are cordially
invited to explore the
mysterious. Old para-
digms shift. Not only is it
acceptable to question
beliefs, it is very benefi-
cial to do so now. Fine-
tune the basic principles
of your belief system.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
There is much informa-
tion to exchange now, but
don't worry your lovely
head about getting the
details right. The feeling
you project is your most
important communica-
tion. Without words you
say it all.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Hopefully you can
recall how in childhood
you, when you felt under
siege by your world, with-
drew into a temporary
solitude for a bit of defrag-
menting and rebooting.
This tool is still available.
Use it as needed. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Is it possible that
you could view the person
kicking sand into your
face as a tired little child?
Try to do the saintly thing
and forgive. This person
has an obvious need for

extraordinary growth and
you could be part of that.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Your heart is
especially bountiful now.
The degree to which it
will affect the lives of
many, even just in this 24-
hour period, is incalcula-
ble. Your endeavors con-
tribute to the saving of
the world. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). This is not the day to
make irrevocable deci-
sions. Continue the
debate for at least another
day. Clarity comes with
exercise. Move your blood
and breath and answers
will materialize in perfect
time. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Anticipation makes
time go slowly. Just when
it seems that tomorrow
will never come, you'll be
hit with a flurry of details
that somehow got missed.
Have fun with the unpre-
dictable nature of things
like seconds and hours. 

ASTROLOGICAL QUES-
TIONS: "Christmas is sup-
posed to be about having
a giving heart, and guess
what? I hate it. And you
know what I especially
hate about it this year? It
seems like the men get
out of Christmas scot-free
and it's just not fair. My
husband comes from a big
family and I'm always the
one to buy presents and
send cards to everyone
from parents to the zil-
lions of nieces and
nephews. And then there
is my family, my work
people, his work people,
my daughter's teachers,
her dance teachers, her
friends, the neighbors Ö
even if I do something rel-
atively simple like bake

cookies, the mere number
of people we interact with
over the course of a year
turns the whole thing into
a large-scale production.
It's expensive, stressful,
time consuming and the
worst part is that if I don't
do it, it won't get done.
What is the answer for a
Capricorn Grinch?" 

I'm so sorry to say this,
but the answer is to bite
the bullet and try to be
happy. An overachiever
such as yourself would
probably not be able to
skip a year of Christmas
without an aftermath of
self-punishment. Like
death and taxes,
Christmas is inevitable
and must simply be
accepted. 

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
From "Spinal Tap" to "The
Simpsons" with many
hilarious stops along the
way, Harry Shearer is a
first-class comedian with
an endless potential for
creating new funny char-
acters. As Capricorn with
his moon and Venus in
Scorpio, Shearer teams
his strong business and
career savvy with his
innate sense for determin-
ing the truth about what
motivates human behav-
ior. 

If you would like to write
to Holiday Mathis, please
go to www.creators.com
and click on "Write the
Author" on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.

Dear Annie: I have
known "Gary" for three
years and we are now
engaged. I love him with
all my heart and soul.
However, I am being
pushed just a little too far,
not by Gary, but by his
parents. He cannot say no
to them.

Gary's father has a
major gambling problem,
and his mother is a hard-
core drinker. These peo-
ple neglect Gary in his
times of need and have
tried to destroy every-
thing in his life. They
have used their son for
money, which he doesn't
have, and played on his
emotions by throwing
guilt trips on him. They
make him feel bad when-
ever they find out he has
extra money in his bank
account. Yet somehow
they can find money for
booze and casinos while
their house is going into
foreclosure.

I have minimal contact
with his parents because
they tried to split us up.
They want Gary to move
back in with them. When
I talk to Gary about the
controlling, manipulative,
hurtful things his parents
do, he gets mad and walks
out on me. Last week was
the third time he packed
his things and left.

Gary is a kind, sweet
man, but he won't deal
with this problem. He
doesn't like confrontation.
I have been nice to his
parents and even try to
help them out within rea-
son, but they still have it
in for me.

I don't see why we
should be giving them
money when we don't
have much. I am so burnt
out over this that I can't
see us having any kind of
future together. Am I
making a mistake by mar-
rying him? -- Enough
Already

Dear Enough: This is
not about Gary's parents.
It's about the way Gary
responds to them. It is not
a good sign that he refus-
es to stop enabling their
addictive behaviors and
then won't discuss it.
Suggest he contact Al-
Anon (al-

anon.alateen.org) and
Gam-Anon (gam-
anon.org) for information.

We guarantee this will
be an ongoing problem,
and whether or not you
break off the engagement
will depend on how much
you are willing to toler-
ate.

Dear Annie: Recently, I
needed to use the men's
room at a local bookstore,
but there was a woman
standing in front of the
door. When I politely
asked her to move, she
said, "You can't go in. A
woman is using it." I said,
"Isn't there a ladies room
across the hall?" She
replied, "All the stalls in
there are full."

I told an employee what
was going on, but he was-
n't sure what to do, and by
that time there were sev-
eral men waiting impa-
tiently to use the bath-
room.

I know we need to be
accommodating, but I
doubt it would be accept-
able for a man to take
over the ladies room. Was
this fair? -- Crossing My
Legs

Dear Crossing:
Restrooms in retail stores
are intended for one or
two people at a time and
no more. The woman
should not have used the
men's room unless it was
an absolute emergency.
The employee could have
knocked on the restroom
door and asked the
woman to please leave as
soon as possible, but
beyond that there was
nothing you could do
without getting arrested.

Dear Annie: "Really

Married" is a refreshing
change from all the guys
who want us to feel sorry
for them because they're
not getting as much sex as
they want and think that
justifies an affair or a
divorce.

What a wonderful man
to realize that sex is not
the main part of a rela-
tionship, love is. He even
appreciates his wife's
many years of being a
good mother, and that she
provided him with a won-
derful family to love and
cherish.

What a lucky woman
she is to have such a car-
ing, understanding, com-
passionate husband. God
bless them both and I
hope this man's attitude is
contagious. He gives me
hope for all the other hus-
bands out there, maybe
even mine! -- Still Waiting

Dear Still: He does
indeed sound like a gem,
and we hope his wife
appreciates him.

Dear Annie: I'm a sopho-
more in college and live
far away from my home-
town, so I rarely see my
friends or family. I would-
n't mind so much except
that I'm in a long-distance
relationship with "Rob,"
whom I have known since
I was very young.

I know such relation-
ships can be difficult, but
this one is completely
over the top. Rob has
always been emotionally
and verbally abusive, but
now he has gotten so bad
I'm afraid he's becoming
mentally unstable.
Schizophrenia runs in his
family, but he refuses to
seek counseling.

Here's the real problem.
I've met another guy.
"Alex" is funny, sweet and
kind, and he loves me a
lot. The feeling is mutual.
What do I do now? Should
I dump Rob and risk mak-
ing him angry? Should I
ditch Alex and be miser-
able? Should I throw away
my life for the wrong guy?
-- Didn't Mean To Two-
Time

Dear Didn't Mean: So
you've outgrown Rob, who
is unstable and abusive,
but you don't want to
make him angry because

he's a little scary. You can
talk this over with one of
the university counselors.
Then tell your parents
that you want to break up
with Rob, but you are
worried about his poten-
tial for being abusive.

It would be best if you
could find a way to sepa-
rate yourself gradually
and naturally. Be nice on
the phone and in your e-
mails, but not too friendly
or romantic, and don't
contact him too often.
Don't say you miss him or
love him. Talk about class
to the point where he's
bored. Your aim is to con-
vince Rob he'd like to
move on, too.

Dear Annie: My hus-
band and I are part of a
book club that meets at a
different member's house
each week. One of the
couples has three large
dogs that jump on us,
sniff up and down my
legs, stick their noses in
my crotch and lick my
feet. I hate going to their
house because of the dogs.

This couple doesn't
attempt to control the
dogs' behavior. Instead,
they say if we ignore the
animals, they will stop.
Trust me, it doesn't work.
They can clearly see that
we spend the night trying
to keep the dogs off of us.
What can I say or do so
my evening isn't ruined? -
- Anonymous

Dear Anonymous: This
couple is being inconsid-
erate of their guests. Not
everyone finds it charm-
ing to have their feet
licked, their bottoms
sniffed and dog hair
deposited on all their
clothing.

The next time it's their
turn to host the book club,
call in advance and ask if
they will please put the
dogs in another room for
the evening, as they make
you very uncomfortable.
If they refuse, you have
the choice of putting up
with it, attending only at
other members' homes or
finding another book
club.

Annie's Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar.

Annie’s Mailbox : Advice for those in need
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� At birth, squirrels have no hair or teeth.
� A squirrel’s brain is about the size of a walnut.

� The male tree squirrel is the cleanest 
animal in the rodent family and takes twice 

as long as the female, to groom itself. 
— www.squirrels.org

“Be always at war with your vices, 
at peace with your neighbors, 
and let each new year find you 

a better man.”
— Benjamin Franklin, 

quotegarden.com

Squireling away 
for the winter

Squirrels have been getting ready for winter —
looking for nuts and seeds, digging holes or finding
crevices in tree trunks. That’s where they’ve stored
food they will need during the coming months, when
the weather is cold and sometimes snowy.

This year, naturalists across the country are report-
ing an acorn shortage. Oak trees from the East Coast
to the Midwest are producing a mysteriously low
number of acorns this season. Acorns are a significant
food source for squirrels and other wild animals such
as turkeys, bears and deer. Some naturalists say the
shortage will result in a particularly difficult winter
for squirrels.

SQUIRRELLY BEHAVIOR
Eastern gray, fox and red squirrels are some of the

most common squirrels in many parts of the country.
Eastern gray squirrels can also be black. Fox squirrels
are brown to reddish
brown. They are the
biggest and bushiest
of this group.  

Squirrels spend
a lot of time in
trees, which are
like restaurants
for them.
Among their fa-
vorite things to
eat are nuts and
other parts of
trees, like the ten-
der buds. Red
squirrels prefer
pine cones and nuts. So you’re most likely to find red
squirrels in forests of cone-bearing trees.

Squirrels may also eat corn, insects and other ani-
mals. And, as anyone who has a bird feeder knows,
squirrels love birdseed!

Gray, fox and red squirrels stay active all winter,
so they need a supply of food to help keep up their
energy. Gray and fox squirrels tend to bury food un-
derground, piece by piece. Red squirrels may gather
food into piles they put at the base of trees or bury
underground.

When they need the food, the squirrels use mem-
ory and smell to help them find what they buried.
Sometimes, you’ll even see them digging through the
snow.

Squirrels make nests in trees, either in the branches
or inside holes in the trunks. Some squirrels spend
much of the winter in underground tunnels, where it
stays warmer.

When spring comes, squirrels switch their food
preferences to new plant growth, like buds and leaves.
Sometimes they forget to dig up all the buried nuts.

That’s why you’ll sometimes find a tree seedling
growing in a place where neither you nor your family
planted it. Must have been Johnny Applesquirrel.

— Marty Hair, Detroit Free Press

SOURCES: TERESA FR IEDRICH,  UN IVERSITY  OF  M ICHIGAN MUSEUM OF  ZOOL-
OGY,  FREE PRESS RESEARCH,  NEWBURYPORTNEWS.COM,  NPR.ORG

Turn the classic hot-chocolate treat on its
head by serving up steaming mugs of this
vanilla-flavored tummy warmer — topped
with dollops of chocolaty cream.

Start with the topping. In a medium bowl,
whip 1/2 cup of whipping cream until it’s frothy.
Add 1 tablespoon of chocolate syrup and a dash
of cinnamon, then continue to whip the mixture
until everything is well blended and peaks form.
Makes enough to top about six drinks.

For each hot vanilla, microwave 1 cup of
milk and 2 teaspoons of sugar in a mug for
90 seconds. Stir in 1/2 teaspoon of vanilla ex-
tract. Top with a dollop of chocolate cream, 
a drizzle of chocolate syrup and a dash of
cinnamon. — FamilyFun magazine 

On New Year’s Eve, write a let-
ter to your future self. List your
favorite things (books, songs, ice-
cream flavors, TV shows, foods,
colors, animals, games) and make
predictions (how tall will you be
in a year?). Pack away the letters
with the holiday decorations so
they’ll be out of sight but easy to
find next year. On Dec. 31, 2009,
open your letters and see how
much your tastes have changed —
or haven’t!

— FamilyFun magazine 

MCT KidNews 12/25

TFK: How did you get started with
snowboarding?

WHITE: It was pretty wild. At the
time, no one was really doing it too
much. But I have a brother seven years
older than me. He started snowboard-
ing at about the time it started to be-
come popular. And having an older
brother, it was like anything he did, I
had to do. I got on my board and it just
felt right and I took off.

TFK: How about skateboarding?
WHITE: It was a funny thing. Have

you seen little kids on the street when
they are on their knees (on a skateboard)
and they kick at the ground to get
around? I did that forever because I did-
n’t want to stand on my board. One day,
I got into a race with my brother to see
who could go faster. I was on my knees
and he was standing, and he beat me at
the race. After that, I started standing be-
cause it obviously was faster the way he
did it. The local YMCA had a skate park

in Encinitas, (Calif.), where I
live, and, after that, I pretty
much would go there every
single day.

TFK: You’ve been
competing since a very
young age. What is the
greatest challenge
you’ve had to face?

WHITE: There was
a point where I went

from being a kid snowboarder to an ac-
tual professional adult, and it was a
weird transition. I was 12 years old when
I first started traveling. I went to Japan
and all these (other new) places. Picture
being in Japan and having to close the
curtains in the hotel to do homework. It
was a challenge to get through school
and then to find my own way because all
my competitors where about 22 and 23
years old, and the cartoons I was watch-
ing weren’t really that funny to them. I
ended up doing my own thing until
around 16 or 17 years old, which is when
I made a transition from being a young
kid snowboarder to one where I was ac-
tually winning events.

TFK: For you, what is the hardest
snowboarding or skateboarding trick?

WHITE: I would say learning a new
trick is hardest. You get to a certain
point where your new trick has got to
be a double back flip with a 1080 and
something else. How do you work up
to that? It gets so complex, and you
have to work it out in your head before
you go for it.

TFK: Tell me about your new video
game, “Shaun White Snowboarding.”

WHITE: I’ve been working on it for
two years now. I did motion capture,
with motion sensors they put on your
body. I looked like a futuristic Christ-
mas tree. I used a skateboard because
you can’t capture snowboarding be-

cause it’s too big. They put me in this
ridiculous outfit, and I had to do all
these tricks in a special room. I did a lot
of voiceover for the game too. My ac-
tual voice is (the voice of) my character.

TFK: You’ve won many awards.
What do you consider to be your great-
est accomplishment?

WHITE: The Olympics was pretty
heavy. It maybe wasn’t the hardest
competition ever, but it was more about
what it stood for. I would have people
come up to me that had nothing to do
with the Olympics, but they work in the
snowboard industry, and they would
say, “Since you did so well in the
Olympics, my aunt or my grandmother
knows who you are, and it gives me a
legitimate career. She now understands
what I do.” It was a crazy thing.

TFK: Besides snowboarding and
skateboarding, how do you like to
spend your free time?

WHITE: I just like hanging out. I
rarely get free time, so I go to movies
and do normal stuff, like help my dad
in the garden.

TFK: What advice would you give
to kids who share your dream?

WHITE: Have fun. That is obvi-
ously why I started. It was fun, it was
what my brother did, and I wanted to
do it. Every time I’m up on the moun-
tain, I sit there and I say, “I’m going to
train, I’m going to learn this new
trick.” I beat myself up about learning
a new trick and then I can’t do it; I
can’t learn it. And
right when I let go
and start having fun,
everything comes to-
gether and starts hap-
pening.

— Harrison Gilman

Shaun White, the former kid wonder on a snowboard, is all grown up.
With 14 X Games wins and an Olympic gold medal already under his
belt, the 22-year-old athlete is gearing up for another busy snowboard-
ing season. 

White is hard at work off the slopes, too. He just completed a fan-
filled tour with the rest of the Burton Global Team. And his new video
game, “Shaun White Snowboarding,” just hit stores.

Time For Kids kid reporter Harrison Gilman caught up with White at
the Los Angeles stop of the Burton tour.

© 2008 Time Inc. All Rights Reserved.
TIME FOR KIDS and Timeforkids.com are registered trademarks of Time Inc.
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The North American red (front)
and Eastern gray squirrels

Time
capsule letter

Hot vanilla

PAUL SCHMID /THE
SEATTLE  T IMES/MCT
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Today is Tuesday, Dec. 23, 
the 358th day of 2008. There are 
eight days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 23, 1968, 82 crew 
members of the U.S. intelli-
gence ship Pueblo were released 
by North Korea, 11 months 
after they had been captured.

On this date:
In 1783, George Washington 

resigned as commander in 
chief of the Continental Army 
and retired to his home at 
Mount Vernon, Va.

In 1788, Maryland passed an 
act to cede an area “not exceed-
ing ten miles square” for the 
seat of the national govern-
ment; about two-thirds of the 
area became the District of 
Columbia.

In 1823, the poem “Account of 
a Visit from St. Nicholas” was 
published anonymously in the 
Troy (N.Y.) Sentinel; the verse, 
more popularly known as 
“’Twas the Night Before 
Christmas,” was later attribut-

ed to Clement C. Moore.
In 1893, the Engelbert 

Humperdinck opera “Haensel 
und Gretel” was first per-
formed, in Weimar, Germany.

In 1908, portrait photogra-
pher Yousuf Karsh was born in 
Mardin in present-day Turkey.

In 1928, the National 
Broadcasting Company set up a 
permanent, coast-to-coast net-
work.

In 1941, during World War II, 
American forces on Wake 
Island surrendered to the 
Japanese.

In 1948, former Japanese pre-
mier Hideki Tojo and six other 
Japanese war leaders were exe-
cuted in Tokyo.

In 1967, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson held an unprecedent-
ed meeting with Pope Paul VI 
at the Vatican.

In 1986, the experimental air-
plane Voyager, piloted by Dick 
Rutan and Jeana Yeager, com-
pleted the first non-stop, non-
refueled, round-the-world flight 
as it landed safely at Edwards 
Air Force Base in California.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 
Gerald S. O’Loughlin is 87. 
Actor Ronnie Schell is 77. 
Emperor Akihito of Japan is 
75. Actor Frederic Forrest is 72. 

Actor James Stacy is 72. Rock 
musician Jorma Kaukonen is 
68. Rock musician Ron Bushy 
is 67. Actress Susan Lucci is 62. 
Singer-musician Adrian Belew 
is 59. Rock musician Dave 
Murray (Iron Maiden) is 52. 
Actress Joan Severance is 50. 
Singer Terry Weeks is 45. Rock 
singer Eddie Vedder (Pearl 
Jam) is 44. The first lady of 
France, Carla Bruni-Sarkozy, 
is 41. Rock musician Jamie 
Murphy is 33. Jazz musician 
Irvin Mayfield is 31. Actress 
Anna Maria Perez de Tagle is 
18.

Thought for Today: “It ain’t 
no use putting up your umbrel-
la till it rains.” — Alice Caldwell 
Rice, American author (1870-
1942).    

® 2008 The Associated Press.
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