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Officials: Kids Zone fire arson

Ll

HERALD Photo/Thomas Jenkins

A city employee uses this back-hoe to clear away the remains of a portion
of Kids Zone in Comanche Trail Park after a fire ripped through the facility
late Tuesday night. According to investigators, arson is suspected.

Reward offered for information into
blaze that torched park playground

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Local officials say a fire that ripped
through Kids Zone at Comanche Trail
Park Tuesday night is being treated
as an arson case.

Big Spring Fire Marshal Carl
Condray said the fire, which obliter-
ated a portion of the facility, was
reported at approximately 10:49 p.m.
Tuesday and when firefighters
arrived on the scene the majority of
the Kids Zone’s southwest corner was
already in flames.

“There was quite a bit involved
when the fire department got on the
scene,” said Condray. “It took 1,100
gallons of water to get the fire out,
and the firefighters worked the scene
and cleared the area for about 45 min-
utes.”

Condray declined to go into details
concerning how the fire was set or if

See FIRE, page 3A

“People got out there
and worked
their tails off to
build it
because they
wanted our
kids to have
something they
could be proud of. And
now you have some hoo-
ligans come along and
try to take that away
from our kids. We’re
very, very serious about
catching these people.”

Carl Condray
Big Spring Fire Marshal

Toys for
the needy

Spring Tabernacle to distribute
Christmas gifts to area families

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

While the holidays are
a time of plenty for
some, others will strug-
gle through the season
doing their best to sim-
ply put food on the table,

e

' dred toys —
with thoughts of Tonn to the area’s
Christmas gifts and low income
other Christmas fare families.

nothing more than a
dream.

One local church is
hoping to brighten those
dim hopes this year,

however, as
Spring
"8 Tabernacle
"8 Ministries
prepares to
spread
word — and
several hun-

“This is for the people
that are having a hard

See TOYS, page 3A

the

Garth Hyder, left, and Rhonda Robertson take a break from settin
Church of the Nazarene’s Drive-Through Christmas Nativity. The 234 annual event will be held from
6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. Friday through Sunday at the church, located at 1400 Lancaster.
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Report: Death penalties declining

By MATTHEW BARAKAT
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — New death
sentences in the United States
were at or near a three-decade
low this year and the number of
people executed will be the lowest
since 1994, according to a new
report.

The nonprofit Death Penalty
Information Center reports 37
executions in 2008, with no more
expected for the remainder of the
year. That’s down 12 percent from
42 in 2007 and a 30 percent drop

from 2006.

The center estimates the total
number of death sentences this
year at 111. That is on par with
the 115 death sentences imposed
in 2007 that represented a 30-year
low. It is more than a 60 percent
drop from 1998, reflecting a steady
decline over the last decade.

The report from DPIC, which
opposes the death penalty, also
indicates that executions in the
U.S. have essentially become a
regional phenomenon. All but

Medicine Center

14 Shopping Days Til Christmas
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See REPORT, page 3A
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Tough ride drops Fryar in standings

onds off the pace of 98.28 set by Jill

Herald Staff Report

in 14.13.

LAS VEGAS — Stephanie Fryar
of Big Spring had her ranking at
the National Finals Rodeo drop
after finishing the sixth round of
the barrel racing competition with

a time of 19.25.

Fryar was ranked sixth going into
the frame, but has since dropped to

ninth out of 15 riders.

She made up some ground in
Round 7, circling the three barrels

course.

title.

Fryar's Round 6 mark includes a
five-second penalty for toppling
over one of the barrels on the

A total of 10 rides occur to decide
the national champion. The com-
petitor with the lowest combined
time from those rides wins the

Fryar's overall time is currently
108.98, which is more than 10 sec-

Moody.

without a foul.

Moody and Maegan Reichert, who
trails the leader by less than six-
tenths of a point, are the only com-
petitors to finish all seven rides

Cassie Moseley had led the com-
petition until Round 6, when she
knocked over a barrel and regis-
tered a time of 19.03.

The NFR wraps up Sunday.

Injured Pacman
might miss final
weeks of season

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

IRVING — Dallas Cowboys cornerback
Adam “Pacman” Jones might miss the
rest of the season because of a neck inju-
ry.

Coach Wade Phillips said Wednesday
that Jones, who was injured early in the
20-13 loss at Pittsburgh, has a “herniated

Spring.

Doe signs letter with UNM

disk, maybe two” and will definitely miss
Sunday’s game against the New York
Giants.

“Our people don’t think it’s career threat-
ening or anything else that he would have
to be operated (on) or anything like that,”
Phillips said. “But it is something that

b\

Brett Doe (sitting), a former student at Big Spring and Forsan High Schools, sighed a letter of intent to play
baseball for the University of New Mexico in November. Doe is a senior shortstop at Poteet High School in
Mesquite. He is the son of Ronda (standing left) and Bobby Doe (standing left center). Bobby Doe is the
current baseball coach at Mesquite Poteet and a former coach at Big Spring High School. He led the Steers
to the state tournament in 1992 and 1994. Also pictured is Brett's grandmother Emma Doe (right) of Big

might put him out this year.”

Jones was scheduled to be evaluated by
another doctor Thursday.

“The prognosis wasn’t good for him play-
ing this year, from our people,” Phillips
said. “They’re going to see if maybe they
can re-evaluate in a few weeks or they’ll
say you’re not going to play this year.
That’s what we’re looking at.”

For the wild-card hopeful Cowboys (8-5),
Jones added to an already lengthy injury
list. Running back Marion Barber (right
pinkie toe, calf), tight end Jason Witten
(sprained right ankle), receiver Roy
Williams (foot), safety Ken Hamlin (right
foot) and guard Montrae Holland (ankle)
were among those who did not practice
Wednesday.

Jones was hurt in the first quarter
Sunday when he fell on top of his muffed
punt, getting caught in a scramble for the
loose ball. After several players fell on
him, Jones was pulled from the pile awk-
wardly by a Pittsburgh player. But Jones
played the rest of the game.

It was Jones’ first game back after a six-
game suspension, the second time he has
been banned by commissioner Roger
Goodell for off-field issues.

Jones was not in the locker room
Wednesday when it was open to reporters
and not available for comment.

Phillips said he knew Jones was hurt
when the coach was checking on players
during the flight home.

“I ask them if they’re OK, and he said,
‘No, I'm not OK.” He said, ‘No, my neck’s
hurting,” “ Phillips said. “Most of them say
I'm OK, I'll be OK, coach, that kind of
thing. But he obviously was hurt.”

Courtesy photo

See PACMAN, Page 2B

McCoy, Bradford, Tebow named
finalists for Heisman Trophy

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

NEW YORK — Tim Tebow
will go for two against a pair
of talented quarterbacks
from the Big 12 when the
Heisman Trophy is handed
out Saturday night.

Sam Bradford from
Oklahoma and Colt McCoy
from Texas joined Tebow as
Heisman finalists announced
Wednesday.

The last time all the
Heisman finalists were quar-
terbacks was 2001, when
Nebraska’s Eric Crouch won
the award and QBs held the
first six spots.

Tebow, the rugged and mul-
titalented junior from
Florida, was the first sopho-
more to win the Heisman last
year and is trying to become
the second player to win it
twice.

Archie Griffin won the
Heisman as a junior in 1974
for Ohio State and again in
1975.

Tebow’s Gators will play
Bradford and the Sooners in
the BCS national champion-
ship game Jan. 8 in Miami.

“It’s a good thing I don’t
have a vote,” Bradford said
while attending an event
with Tebow and McCoy in
Orlando, Fla., where numer-
ous college football awards
will be handed out Thursday
night. “I couldn’t decide. It’s
just an honor to be one of the
guys going up to New York.”

Tebow became the first col-
lege football player with 20
touchdown passes and 20
rushing touchdowns in 2007,
carrying a Florida team that
finished 9-4.

This season, Tebow’s stats
were down, but his play has
still been stellar. He is fifth
in the nation in passer rating
(176.7) with 28 touchdown
passes and only two intercep-
tions. He hasn’t been asked
to run as much this season,
but still has 564 yards rush-
ing and 12 touchdowns.

Most importantly, the

Gators are 12-1 and a victory
away from their second
national title in three sea-
sons.

“Tim is a winner,” Florida
coach Urban Meyer said dur-
ing a news conference in
South Floridawith Oklahoma
coach Bob Stoops to promote
the national title game. “He
wants to win. He’s motivated
like all of us are. But he’s a
team-first guy. That’s why
statistically he might not
have the Star Wars stats like
he had a year ago. However,
he won 12 games. And if he
could have either-or, he’s
going to take 12 wins and the
chance to hold that crystal
ball.”

Tebow made a strong final
case to win another Heisman,
leading Florida’s 14-point
fourth quarter and comeback
31-20 victory in the
Southeastern Conference
title game against Alabama
last Saturday.

See HEISMAN, Page 2B

AP file photo/Erich Schlegel
Texas quarterback Colt McCoy celebrates his second-quarter
touchdown pass to wide receiver Jordan Shipley against
Missouri during in an NCAA football game in Austin Oct. 18.
McCoy was one of three quarterbacks nhamed a Heisman final-
ist along with Florida's Tim Tebow and Oklahoma's Sam
Bradford.

Sports in brief

Big Spring basketball

For questions, call Sam Segundo at 268-3025.

boosters meeting Monday
The Big Spring Steers Basketball Booster Club is Amigo's Washer Club sets

holding its first parents meeting at 6 p.m. Monday
in the Athletic Training Center.

All parents of Steers' basketball players from
junior high to varsity are encouraged to attend.

date for winter tourney
The Amigo's Washer Club is holding its Winter
Washer Tournament Saturday at the La Verda

Club.

It's a two-man team competitions with the entry
fee being $20 per team. First, second and third
place prizes will be given away.

All wanting to play must be registered by 12:30
p.m. the day of the tourney.

For more information, call 466-9969.
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Obituaries

Jacob Burcham

Jacob Oliver Burcham, 31, of Big
Spring died Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2008,
from injuries in an accident. Funeral
services will be held at 2 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 12, 2008, at the Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Rosewood Chapel with Pastor
Courtney Ballard of the Cowboy
Church officiating. Interment will fol-
low at Trinity Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends from
6 p.m. until 8 p.m. Thursday at the
funeral home.

He was born Dec. 22, 1976, in Big Spring and mar-
ried Cherrie McSwain Feb. 25, 2000, in Sand
Springs.

He graduated fourth in his class at Lake Arthur
High School and was listed in Who’s Who. He was a
published poet and a song writer and singer.

Jacob was a carpenter and a jack of all trades. He
was a great husband, son, uncle and brother. He
loved his family, kids, cars and making people
laugh. Jacob had been employed by Pecos Petroleum
as a truck driver for the last two years.

Survivors include his wife, Cherrie Lee Burcham
of Big Spring; his father and stepmother, David and
Cindy Burcham of Big Spring; his mother, Darlene
Burcham of Big Spring; one brother, Joshua
Burcham of Big Spring; his paternal grandmother,
Jewell Burcham of Big Spring; his maternal grand-
mother, Melba Passmore of Big Spring; a nephew,
Caleb David Burcham of Big Spring; and two step-
sisters, Charlotte Carillo of Big Spring and Tracy
Cooley of Gail.

He was preceded in death by his grandfathers,
Phillip Burcham and R.H. Rowden, and his father-
in-law, Dewey McSwain.

The family suggest memorials to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, Tenn., 38105-1942.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Jerr%f Don Mcintyre
Jerry Don Mclntyre, 50, of Stanton died Sunday,
Dec. 7, 2008, in Martin County. Funeral services
will be held at 2:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11, 2008, at
the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel.
Interment will follow at 4:30 p.m. at the Andrews
North Cemetery in Andrews.

He was born Sept. 12, 1958, in Chickasha, OKkla.

Survivors include his son and daughter-in-law,
Jeremy and Amanda MclIntyre of Elizabeth City,
N.C.; his mother and stepfather, Wanda and Don
Williams of Mission; one brother, Johnny McIntyre
of Grand Prairie; two sisters, Anita Howell of Coos
Bay, Ore., and Gaye Springer of San Angelo; and
one grandchild.

He was preceded in death by his father, John
MclIntye.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Evelyn Redman

Evelyn Redman, 77, of Big Spring died Monday,
Dec. 8, 2008, in a Lubbock hospital. Her services are
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home
& Crematory of Big Spring.

Take Note

e Donnavan J. Silvas, 1, of Big Spring, died
Friday, Dec. 5, 2008 in a local hospital. The parents
are in need of help with burial expenses. All dona-
tions can be made at Nalley-Pickle and Welch
Funeral Home and Crematory of Big Spring.

» West Texas Opportunities Inc., through a Job
Access Reverse Commute project with the Texas
Department of Transportation offers transporta-
tion to employment in Midland, on a limited sched-
ule, Monday through Friday each week. This fixed
route currently leaves Big Spring at 7 a.m. and
makes a stop at the EZ Rider bus connection in
downtown Midland. The route leaves Midland for
the return to Big spring at 4:15 p.m. As a promo-
tional introduction, no fare is charged. Beginning
April 1, the daily fare will be from $3 to $8, round-
trip, depending on the number of passengers using
the service. For more information, call Victor
Enriquez, JARC coordinator, at West Texas
Opportunities, (800) 245-9028.
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Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7
a.m. today:

« JUAN MORAN, 34, of 2507 Carol, was arrested
Wednesday on a charge of driving while license
invalid - DWI related.

* QUINCY LAMAR HENRY, 19, of 1502 Sycamore,
was arrested Wednesday on charges of failure to
identify as a fugitive from justice — giving false
information, evading arrest/detention, fraudulent
use of identifying information and a Howard County
warrant.

« TIMMY WAYNE ROGERS, 29, of 3008 Chevron
Rd., was arrested Wednesday on a charge of Class A
assault.

* CHANCE RAY LANG, 22, of 4200 Hamilton, was
arrested Wednesday on charges of Class A assault
and resisting arrest.

* ROBERT GONZALEZ, 43, of 707 N. Scurry, was
arrested Wednesday on charges of failure to main-
tain financial responsibility and driving while
license suspended/invalid.

« ALEXANDER CALDERON QUINTANA, 28, of
610 N.W. 10 St., was arrested Thursday on a charge
of public intoxication.

« THEFT was reported:

in the 1000 block of Birdwell Lane.

in the 900 block of Willia.

« FRAUDULENT USE/POSSESSION OF
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION was reported in
the 100 block of 10™ Street.

« FAILURE TO IDENTIFY AS A FUGITIVE FROM
JUSTICE - GIVING FALSE INFORMATION was
reported in the 100 block of 10 Street.

« EVADING ARREST/DETENTION was reported
in the 100 block of 10 Street.

« BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported:

in the 2000 block of Birdwell Lane.

in the 1900 block of 25% Street.

in the 2900 block of Interstate Highway 20.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 60 inmates at the time of this
report.

« JUAN JOSE ACUNA JR., 25, was transferred to
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a
Midland County warrant for bondsman off bond —
driving while license invalid.

« JOSHUA LANE HOWELL, 26, was transferred
to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a
charge of driving while intoxicated.

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

« TRAUMA was reported near the intersection of
22nd Street and Lancaster. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 3800 block of W.
Highway 80. One person was transported to
SMMC.

¢ MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of
Cedar. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to
SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of
Aylesford. One person was transported to SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of
Scurry. One person was transported to SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of
Driver Road. One person was transported to
SMMC.

Support Groups

THURSDAY

¢ Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1
p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9
p.m.

FRIDAY

¢ AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1
p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY

¢ Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-
ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speak-
ers meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open
birthday night, no smoking meeting the last
Saturday of each month at 8 p.m.
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20% OFF

Full Color Vinyl Printing

Banners | Billboards | Signs

We Also DO Logos | Websites | Advertising Design
Graphic Design | Business Cards | Media Buying
Event Planning | Public Relations

432-599-8018

www.themediaco.net

Your Local Weather

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
12/12 12/13 12/14 12/15 12/16
() \\. ( \‘. (
& E 3 - _— - - - 4 f i 3
LA | F | E | NE |
e L) I
62/42 | 69/47 | 75/42 | 61/32 | 51/35
Partly cloudy | Windy with a | Sunny. Highs | Sunny. Highs | Times of sun
skies in the mix of sun in the mid in the low and clouds.
morning will | and clouds. 70s and lows | 60s and lows | Highs in the
give way to in the low in the low low 50s and
cloudy skies 40s. 30s. lows in the
during the. mid 30s.

©2005 American Profile Hometown Content Service

Bulletin Board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, con-
tact the Herald news room at 263-7331 or
email editor@bigspringherald.com

MONDAY

» Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets
at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

» Big Spring Band Boosters meet at 5:30 p.m. in
the Big Spring High School band hall.

* Coahoma Lions Club meets at 6 p.m. in the
Coahoma Community Center at 306 North Ave.

e The Concerned Citizens Council meets at 7
p.m. at the Howard County Library. For more
information, call 264-6116.

e Archeology Society for Howard and Borden
counties meets at 7 p.m. in the Howard County
Library Community Room in the basement. Call
270-2615 for more information.

 Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m.
at 606 E. Third.

* Big Spring Society of the Order of Beacieants
meets at 6:30 p.m. for a meal with meeting that
begins at 7:30 p.m. at 221 Main.

e Big Spring Commandry meets at 7:30 p.m. at
221 Main.

e The Christian Motorcyclists Association
meets at 7:30 p.m. at the Dragon Restaurant, 1300
S. Gregg. Everyone is welcome. Call 263-3869 for
more information.

TUESDAY

» Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell
Lane.

e The American Cancer Society meets at noon
at the Home Hospice office for lunch and its
monthly meeting. For more information, call
Sherry Hodnett at 264-7599.

e The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets
at 7 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809
Scurry, or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call
Robert Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY

* Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

* Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth
St., provided by InHome Care.

* Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room.

e Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the
Big Spring Country Club.

» Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m.
in the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY

» Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.

» Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

Lottery

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 9-11-22-25-41-43.

Number matching six of six: 0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 5-8-21-26-27.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Wednesday
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 8-3-7-1. Sum It
Up: 19.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 1-7-1. Sum It
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RONALD BLUM
AP Baseball Writer

LAS VEGAS — CC Sabathia
and the New York Yankees
agreed Wednesday on the
framework for a $161 million,
seven-year contract, the rich-
est for a pitcher in baseball
history.

The Yankees and Sabathia’s
agents still need to work out
all the details, a baseball offi-
cial familiar with the talks

told The Associated Press on
Wednesday.

The person spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because
the deal has not been com-
pleted and the pitcher must
pass a physical.

Sabathia has the right to
opt out after three seasons
and become a free agent
again.

“'m sure every team in
baseball would love to have

SPORTS

him. He’s a guy who’s an
intimidating factor on the
mound,” Yankees captain
Derek Jeter said at the winter
meetings.

Yankees general manager
Brian Cashman left Las Vegas
on Tuesday for a quick trip to
the pitcher’s home in the San
Francisco area, sparking the
final stages of negotiations.

“There’s a lot of layers in
the process, Until that pro-

Bic SPRING HERALD
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Source: Yanks, Sabathia reach agreement

cess is completed I’'m kind of
prevented from saying too
much,” Cashman said.
“Legally I've got to protect
myself. And, you Kknow,
you’renever done untilyou’re
done, and so, we’re not
done.”

Cashman made a six-year
offer to the former AL Cy
Young Award winner on Nov.
14, the first possible day to
negotiate with free agents,

and met with Sabathia in Las
VegasonSundayandMonday.
He had told the pitcher’s
agents that it would be help-
ful, he was willing to travel to
meet with the Sabathia and
his family in California.

At3p.m. Tuesday, Cashman
received the invitation.

“l said, ‘Let’s go,”” he
recalled. “When the opportu-
nity was given, that’s a flight
I had to take.”

HEISMAN

Continued from Page 1B

As a former winner, he also
has a vote.

Tebow said 1996 Heisman
winner Danny Wuerffel sug-
gested he not tell people what
he did with his vote.

“I'm taking his advice,”
Tebow said.

Bradford has directed the
highest scoring team in major
college football history, lead-
ing the nation in passer rat-
ing (186.3) and TD passes (48)

while throwing for 4,464
yards.

The Sooners have scored
702 points and became the
first college team in 89 years
to reach 60 points in five con-
secutive games when they
won the Big 12 title game
62-21 over Missouri last
Saturday.

“Players just follow him
because of his commitment
to them and how tough he is
and how important the team
is to him,” Oklahoma coach
Bob Stoops said.

McCoy, who had the impos-
ing task of following Vince

Young as Texas’ starting
quarterback, has turned out
to be a multiple threat much
like his predecessor.

McCoy set a major college
record with his 77.6 comple-
tion percentage, breaking the
mark set by Daunte
Culpepper for Central
Florida, and isthe Longhorns’
leading rusher with 576 yards
and 10 touchdowns.

Texas finished 11-1, with a
victory against Oklahoma.

“If you’re going to play
quarterback in our league,
you better be able to put a lot
of points on the board,”

McCoy said. “There are just
so many good offenses in this
league.”

That victory wasn’t enough
to get McCoy and Texas into
the Big 12 or national cham-
pionship game instead of the
Sooners.

Heisman organizers gener-
ally invite three to five play-
ers, based on vote totals.

Texas Tech quarterback
Graham Harrell was surpris-
ingly not invited to the cere-
mony, to be held at the Sports
Museum of America in down-
town New York for the first
time.

Harrell, the latest in a long
line of prolific passers to run
coach Mike Leach’s Air Raid
offense, leads the nation with
4,747 yards passing and has
thrown 41 touchdown passes.
He also led Texas Tech to a
school-record 11 victories and
a tie for first in the Big 12
South with Texas and
Oklahoma.

AP Sports Writer Tim
Reynolds in Hollywood, Fla.,
contributed to this report.

PACMAN

Continued from Page 1B

After starting the first six games for the Cowboys, Jones was suspended by
Goodell on Oct. 14, a week after the cornerback got into an alcohol-related

scuffle with one of his bodyguards during a private party at an upscale Dallas

hotel.

The bodyguard was part of a security detail employed by the team to help
keep the player out of trouble.
Goodell initially issued an indefinite suspension that he said would last at

least four games. Jones was allowed to return to practice Nov. 24, but wasn’t
cleared to play until the Pittsburgh game.
Jones missed the entire 2007 season because of multiple incidents while
with the Tennessee Titans, who traded him to Dallas during the offseason.
Before playing last week, Jones had missed 22 of 28 games since the end of the
2006 season because of suspensions.
Jones had 28 tackles and a team-high 13 pass breakups in his seven games
with the Cowboys.
“He did play some. I think that helped some,” Phillips said. “We know a lot

WITH MANY THANKSIAT
THE HOLIDAYgSEASONS

Thank You To
All Who Assisted With
T he Christmas Parade

Judges: Lane Bond, Jan Hansen, Bebe McCasland.

Bob Brock Rondel Brock provided vehicle for Grand Marshals

Grand Marshals: Commissioner Bill & Mrs. Crooker

Big Spring High School Band

Porter Henderson Implement (Nate Avey) provided the Gators

Compass Hospice - Pat Nunez & Angelica Duebler served

refreshment to the judges.

Howard County Sheriff’s Dept.

Santa & Mrs. Santa - Mr. and Mrs. Roger Cline

Santa EIf - Jeremy Gutierrez

Cody Hughes pulled Santa Sleigh

Tom Gutierrez provided trailer for Santa Sleigh

Rick Nunez, Jr. assisted w/line up

Reba Smith assisted w/line up

The Media Company - Brian lvanchan provided
professional Decals

Big Spring Police Honor Guard

City of Big Spring/Police Dept.

Citizen Patrol/ Academy

Tx. Dept. of Public Safety

Tx. Dept. of Transportation
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more about him as far as the player is concerned. It’s up to him now. I told
him he’s being tested. He is.”

When asked if Jones’ attitude had been different since his return to the team
after being away nearly six weeks because of the latest suspension, Phillips
said that had never been an issue with the Cowboys.

“He practices and meets and does all the right things,” Phillips said. “We’ve
never had a problem with his on-the-field and practice attitude. He wanted to
play and I thought he played pretty well in the game. He was just getting
back.”

Barber, who didn’t make the trip last week to Pittsburgh, worked with train-
ers on the side Wednesday. Phillips said he would be re-evaluated Thursday
to see “how he feels and where he is.”

New Tewr!
2009

Send Holiday Greetings
to all your customers!

Whew! How the time really flew...We wish each of
you the best the coming season can bring ... and

now you can delivery best wishes to each of your
customers and save money, too.

d Any one $12.48 pci
3 For Both $10.29 pci

HERALD

Call Your Ad Rep Today, (432) 263-7331

15289
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Local Rotarian Wayland Pierce hands out a dictionary to a Marcy
Elementary student this morning. This marks the third year Rotary
members have distributed dictionaries as Christmas gifts to local third-

graders.

TOYS

Continued from page 1A

time making ends
meet,” said Mona Lou
Tonn, pastor of Spring
Tabernacle  Church.
“We don’t want any chil-
dren to have to go with-
out this Christmas holi-
day.”

Tonn invited parents
and “grandparents who
are raising their grand-
children” to take part in
the church’s annual toy
drive, which targets
children 13 years of age
and younger.

“They just need to
show up at the church
Friday at 10 a.m.,” said
Tonn. “They will be able
to pick up presents for
the children.”

Tonn said this year’s
effort has even drawn
some help from far

“We applaud the
wonderful
people of Big
Spring for their
generosity and
giving ... It’s
been a lot of
work, but it’s so
rewarding.”

Mona Lou Tonn

away.

“Brother Terry Miller
and his wife, Ingrid, are
from Canada,” said
Tonn. “They have trav-
elled here from their
home just to help us get
everything ready. Also,
Wayne and Lois Peters
are here to help, and
they are also from
Canada. It’s really a spe-
cial thing to have people

3A

travel so far just to help
brighten these chil-
dren’s Christmas.

“We applaud the won-
derful people of Big
Spring for their gener-
osity and giving,” said
Tonn. “We’ve put togeth-
er wonderful presents
that have been donated
for the children. It’s
been a lot of work, but
it’s so rewarding. We
also give praise and
honor to the Lord for all
his goodness and love
He’s bestowed on His
people. What a mightyc
God we serve.”

The church is located
at 1209 Wright St. For
more information, con-
tact Tonn at (432) 270-
0160.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

REPORT

Continued from page 1A

four of the 37 executions
this year occurred in
the South and Texas,
withOhioand Oklahoma
providing the excep-
tions. Half of the execu-
tions occurred in Texas,
where 18 inmates were
put to death.

Virginia executed four
prisoners. Georgia and
South Carolina execut-
ed three each; Florida,
Oklahoma, Mississippi
and Ohio each executed
two.

All of the executions

in 2008 occurred after
April 16, when a U.S.
Supreme Court decision
on the use of lethal injec-
tions ended what had
been a de facto morato-
rium in place for almost
seven months.

Experts differed on
the moratorium’s effect.
Richard Dieter, the
DPIC’s executive direc-
tor, had feared the num-
bers would spike in 2008
as states rushed to
implement executions
that had been on hold.

The fact that there
wasn’t a spike, he said,
demonstrates the inher-
ent problems with the
death penalty, includ-

ing the struggle to
ensure a fair appeal pro-
cess.

But Richard Bonnie, a
law professor at the
University of Virginia
and an expert on capital
punishment, said it was
expected that it would
take some time after the
moratorium was lifted
for the normal pace of
executions to resume,
and he does not consid-
er the drop in execu-
tions in 2008 as proof of
a long-term decline in
death penalites.

What is more impor-
tant, Bonnie said, is the
drop in death sentences.
That data is unaffected

by the moratorium,
which banned only exe-
cutions, not death sen-
tences handed down by
judges and juries.

Death sentences have
been on the decline
more a decade. Bonnie
said that while a major-
ity of Americans still
favor the death penalty,
their fervor for it was
waned.

Dieter also said that
recent death-row exon-
erations prompted by
DNA evidence have
planted seeds of doubt
in the public’s mind
about carrying out an
irrevocable  punish-
ment.

On a state level, chang-
es in the law have also
made a difference. In
Texas, for instance, a
2005 law gives juries the
option of imposing a life
sentence without parole.
Before then, any sen-
tence short of execution
carried the possibility
of parole after 40 years
in prison, said Kristen
Houle, executive direc-
torofthe Texas Coalition
to Abolish the Death
Penalty.

As a result, Texas has
imposed only 10 death
sentences in 2008,
according to Houle’s
organization, the fewest
since the U.S. Supreme

FIRE

Continued from page 1A

an accelerant was used,
but said the individuals
involved in setting the
fire should be looking
over their shoulders.

“We’re working very
hard to develop leads
and suspects,” said
Condray. “People in the
community are going to
hear things, rumors
about who may have
done this. In an investi-
gation like this, it’s vital
they report what they
hear to the authorities.
It’s better to report it
and it turn out to be
nothing than to sit on
their hands while this
kind of reckless behav-
ior continues.”

Condray said Big
Spring Area
Crimestoppers has got-
ten involved, offering a
reward of up to $1,000
for information leading
to the arrest and indict-
ment of the person or
persons involved in the
fire, and the city of Big
Spring has even upped
the ante.

“The city has agreed
to match the
Crimestoppers reward,
all the way up to the
$1,000,” said Condray.
“The city’s leadership is

I -
[

Dragon China Buffet
I 1300 Gregg

|
'$1.00 i
| N Off Per Adult
.90
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|
|
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[
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I

587

EXP. 12/30/08

pretty angry about this.

“The damages caused
by the fire are estimated
between $30,000 and
$50,000, and all of it was
done with volunteer
labor and money. People
gotout there and worked
their tails off to build it
because they wanted
our kids to have some-
thing they could be
proud of. And now you
have some hooligans
come along and try to
take that away from our
kids. We're very, very
serious about catching
these people.”

Condray said
Tuesday’s fire wasn’t
the first reports of van-
dalism to come out of
the park in the past few
weeks, as vandals —
possibly the same van-
dals that set fire to Kids
Zone — destroyed a
Comanche Trail Park
landmark over the
weekend.

“The totem pole that’s
been in the park for so
many years was chopped
down,” said Condray.

“We believe it happened
over the weekend, some-
time between Saturday
and Monday morning,
when it was found. That
totem pole had been a
part of the park for
many years, and it rep-
resented a lot of good
memories for a lot of
people. It’s a disgrace
what these vandals have
done.”

Condray said he hopes
people in the communi-
ty get angry about the
vandalism and decide to
step up and get
involved.

“The people of Big
Spring should be furi-
ous right now,” he said
firmly. “These people
are attacking the things
we know and love. They
are depriving our chil-

dren of what they
deserve. They are
destroying precious

memories. It’s time for
people to stand up and
say, ‘We’re not going to
put up with this any-
more.” Someone out
there knows who did

Mary Lee Carson and Jenna Ware cordially invite old
friends and new to ourgpen howuse a party! Thursday,
December 11 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.at the Dah-
mer’s Building, 204 S. Main to celebrate the season,
each other and their really fun oh-so-cool super fun,
super groovy very neat well come see for yourself,
brand new adventure(s), labeled alphabetically,
lostdogliteracy and Madagascar.

Whew! Andt Happy Holidays!

See you there
Jenna & Mary Lee

this, now they just need
to pick up the phone.”
To reach
Crimestoppers, call 264-
TIPS (8477). Information
can also be left with the
Fire Marshal’s Office at
264-2305, or the Big

Spring Police
Department at 264-2550.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

Court reinstated capital
punishment in 1976.

Other states have
made changes -- North
Carolina and other
states have made it easi-
er for prosecutors to
seek a life sentence
instead of a death pen-
alty.

New Jersey abolished
the death penalty at the
end of 2007.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Faye Harry, 94, died
Sunday. Funeral Services
will be at 2:00 PM
Thursday at First Baptist
Church in Ackerly with
burial at the Ackerly
Cemetery. The family
will receive friends from
12:00 Noon until 1:45 PM
Thursday at the First
Baptist Church in
Ackerly.

For only $25, record a
30 second Video Greeting

For more information Contact: Kim Klug @ 263-7331
www.bigspringherald.com

BIG
SPRING

HERALD

AN
ENCOURAGING

By Eddy Pitchford

WORD

2:14).

Ask twenty people about peace and you may receive thirty answers. Peace, to
some, means working for relief agencies and public charities. Others think of
personal peace and therefore, desire solitude and meditation. Yet others reflect
on marital harmony brought on by marriage counseling. Certainly, some
individuals equate peace with the ongoing negotiations between nations.

While peace means different things to different people, the Prince of Peace
exceeds all human peace efforts. Jesus Christ invites people to experience
peace with God, thereby bringing an inner peace that passes all understanding.
The peace offered by Jesus is received when we give glory to God through
faith, praise and obedience.

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" (Luke

WE ARE FAMILY

“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST

311 North 2nd Street + Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday CIass..........cccoevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........cccceeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee, 10:20 AM
Sunday Worship.........ccceeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeee, 5:00 PM
Wednesday Class........cccoeeeeeeeiiiiiiiieieeeeeee 7:00 PM

18758
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

“REE COMPUTERS. Ideal for
<ds to learn on. Call
132-816-1223.

Announcements

MR./MRS./MISS
BELKIS ROMERO
Please contact me at
Zromero1968 @yahoo.com  or
sall 432-213-4028  between
5pm to 10pm anytime. | re-
seived something in the mail

hat belongs to you.
VERY IMPORTANT
NOT A SCAM

Cemetery Lots

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout
slans available. No interest or
sarrying charges. $10.00 down.
lhe Little Red Barn across
rom Mt Olive Cemetery.
132-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on monuments/
narkers. We deliver to all
semeteries. Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
ery. Mt Olive Monuments.
132-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave
spaces for the price of one.
Pay-out plan available. $50.00
Jown. The Little Red Barn
icross from Mt. Olive Ceme-
ery. 432-264-7722.

TWO LOTS at Trinity Memorial
lark, Garden of Macheelh,
Asking $3,450. Call
'979)798-1060.

Garage Sales

CHURCH GARAGE Sale.
504 E. 13th. Saturday only!
3:30a.m.-? Lots of miscellane-
»us and Homemade Tamales.

Help Wanted

AMERICAN STATE bank is
seeking a self-motivated em-
Jloyee with excellent sales,
sommunications, and customer
service skills to work a flexible
rart-time teller schedule. Credit
and criminal checks are part of
ur application process. Apply
it 1411 Gregg Street.

3IG SPRING Oil Company,
1eeds experienced Tool
Susher. Must be able to pass
jrug test. Competitive salary
and limited benefits. Most work
within 60 miles of Big Spring or
Snyder. Please send resume
o: PO Box 1870, Big Spring,
IX 79721.

3UFFALO COUNTRY FINA
aking applications for Sales
Slerk all shifts. Experience pre-
erred but will train. Apply at
1911 South Hwy 87. No Phone
Salls.

CARING HEARTS Home
Health is seeking a full-time RN
Position. Great hours, friendly
atmosphere  and  Benefits.
Sign-On Bonus $2500.00. Call
for appointment

(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

CARING HEARTS Home
Health is seeking a LVN PRN
Only. Great hours, friendly at-
mosphere. Call for appointment
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

CDL Driver needed for
Ameri-Tech Building Systmes.
Must have clean driving record.
Local hauls/ home most eve-
nings! Excellent pay and full
range of benefits.
Apply in person at
Ameri-Tech
Building Systems
5212 S. Service Rd/ E 1-20
Big Spring, Texas 79720

CITY OF BIG SPRING
Police Officer
$15.47-$16.25/hr
Jailer
IT Specialist
Senior Center Coordinator
Animal Control Officer
Heavy Equipment Operator
Mechanic Helper
Part Time Cook
For more information go to
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346
Equal Opportunity Employer

COMFORT INN is now hiring
housekeeping with competitve
pay. Please apply at 2900
East 1-20, Big Spring, Texas,
79720.

Director of Maintenance:
Sands CISD has a position
open for a Director of Mainte-
nance. Plumbing and electrical
experience is required. Re-
sumes can be faxed to
(432)353-4650 or mailed to
P.O. Box 218, Ackerly, TX
79713. For more information
call (432)353-4888.

DISHWAS NEEDED.
30/35 r r week.
(432)48679777.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Wanted
You will work on a variety of
print related projects from lo-

gos, branding, packaging,
POS, advertisements, sales
presentations, large banner

graphics, magazine design and
much more? The ideal candi-
date will have at least 2-3
years of experience in graphic
design and have a strong com-
mand of Adobe Programs.

To apply please visit us online
at  www.themediaco.net  or
email  your resume to
brian@themediaco.net or call
432-599-8018.

FRED LOYA INSURANCE
1710 Gregg St.
Big Spring, TX 79720

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-7:00pm
Have Immediate Openings for
Customer Service Rep
Bilingual (English/Spanish)
Customer Service and Computer Skills

We Offer:
v Positive and Safe Environment
v Opportunities For Growth
v Competitive Pay
v Excellent Bonus Program
v Paid Vacation/Holiday

Resume may be e-mailed to west-tx-crs@fredloya.com

18482

Learn Tax
Preparation

And learn how to earn
extra money doing taxes.*

H&R Block
Income Tax Course
Enroll Now!

For information and locations
call 432-263-1931

Bilingual students encouraged to enroll.

- H&R BLOCK®

*Enroliment in or completion of, the H&R Block Income Tax Course is neither an offer nor
a guarantee of employment. Enroliment restrictions and course fees may apply. Valid at
participating locations only. Void where prohibited.

18942

DRIVERS WANTED. We need
drivers now and get hired on
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery
compensation in the business.
Make cash every day. Great
part time and full time shifts.
Health Insurance plan. Great
starting wage- $7.00 an hour,
plus delivery compensation,
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices.
Got experience? Work for
Papa or the Hut? Come on
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and
stay at home Moms always
welcome. Apply at Domino’s
Pizza.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring 2 Full
time & 1 Part Time Sales and
Loan Representatives. Must
have High School/GED, pass
background & drug test. Apply
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00
p.m. (432)684-5418.

GARTMAN REFRIGERATION
need Certified HVAC and ex-
perienced plumber.  Apply in
person, 3206 E. FM 700.

INFANT CAREGIVER, and a
Teacher for 2 vyear olds.
Full-time. Prefer 1 year experi-
ence, but will train. High School
Diploma/ GED required. Apply
in person, 1901 W. 16th,
Learning Tree Academy.

NEED 2 Backhoe operators
with at lease 5 years experi-
ence. Must pass drug test. Call
432-394-4161.

MATURE CHRISTIAN person
interested in substituting for
Christian childcare enter. Expe-
rience preferred, but will train.
Must be able to pass Criminal
History Check and FBI finger-
print check. Apply in person at
NHCS 118 Cedar Rd.

NEED WATER Well pump per-
son. Call (432)517-0510.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

NOW ACCEPTING resumes
for plant operator and teleme-
try/measurement specialist @
natural gas processing plant
NE of Big Spring, TX.

Salary DOE Send resume to:
Plant Supervisor

11703 E. FM 846

Coahoma, TX 79511

or fax 432-399-4290.

PARKVIEW NURSING and
Rehabilitation is now seeking a
full time Charge Nurse. We of-
fer competitive pay, Retire-
ment, Vacation, and a fun,
friendly atmosphere. Apply in
person or online at
www.parkviewnursing.net

3200 Parkway, Big Spring, Tx.
(432)263-4041.

PIZZA INN
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
MANAGEMENT  POSITIONS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS.

PLANT SUPERVISOR needed
for Ameri-Tech Building Sys-
tems. Experience required in
Portable Metal Building Manu-
facturing. Competitive Salary
and Benefits available. Email to
kwr_atbs @yahoo.com or fax to
254-938-2762. EOE

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING!
Avg. Pay $20/hr, $57K/yr in-
cluding Federal Benefits, OT.
Placed by adSource, not affili-
ated w/ USPS who hires.

1-866-795-4058.

RAINBOW CHRISTIAN
Pre-School  ne full-time
Bus Dri aw Experi-
ence a m me by 409 Go-
liad to apply.

RED DIRT Co. LLC is taking
applications for a Equipment
Operator, must be able to run
blade and dozer. Apply at 210
Midway Road, Big Spring be-
tween hours of 8:00 am- 3:00
pm Mon. thru Fri..

SHELL STAR STOP looking
for new team members. Full &
Part time Cashiers. Apply in
person at any Shell Star Stop
in Big Spring. Drug Free Envi-
ronment.

WALL STREET DISASTER
GOT YOU WORRIED? TRY
AVON! 3 Immediate openings
in this area. 100% guaranteed
product. Up to 50% commis-
sion on sales and your own
purchases, free training, and
discounted insurance. We still
provide products that people
need despite the bad economy.
Call 432-270-2125 TODAY!
(Independent Rep)

WANTED DRILLING Supervi-
sor with at least 7 years experi-
ence. For Sharp Image Energy
Inc. Please send resumes to
P.O. Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx.
79721.

WANTED OIL and Gas Drilling
Engineer with at least 7 years
experience and Reservoir En-
gineer experience would be
helpful in their job application.
For Sharp Image Energy Inc.
Please send resumes to P.O.
Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx.
79721.

Items for Sale

2 NEW Twin Mattress Sets, will
separate, and take $95 per set.
Factory Sealed. 432-664-8980.

Cherry sleigh-bed solid wood
still in box with mattress set,
both new $395. 432-664-8980.

4PC LEATHER Sofa and
Love brand new has War-
ranty Will take  $650.
432-664-8980.

3 pcs King Pillow Top Mattress
Set still in plastic w/Factory
Warranty. $235. 432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD FOR Sale.
$300.00 per cord, $175.00 per
half cord. Call 432-213-3399.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered
and Stacked. Call
325-648-2818 or
512-913-8297.

SHELLED PECANS. Excellent
quality. Call (432)267-1180 or
(432)816-4644. Delivery twice
weekly on orders over 2 Ibs.
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Enhancements Price per word for entire run:
Price for entire run:

Start Date

__Three Consecutive days $22.00 _ Four Consecutive Days $25.50
__Six Consecutive Days $30.75
$85.65 __Garage Sales (3 days) $17.00
Each add’l word 20-cents per word per day.

___Blind Box $12

__Two weeks $56.65

___Photo $4.00

Name
Address
City State Zip
Date Taken:

Telephone

CLASSIFIED AD
Write one word on each line:
Up to 25 words: __Sunday Only $19.75 __One weekday only $12.75 __Two Consecutive Days $17.50

__Five Consecutive Days $28.25
__Three Weeks $71.65

Add $1 for Wednesday (TMC)
__Bolding $1.00 __Centering $1.00
__Graphics $1.00
Prices Include placement on internet at www.bigspringherald.com
Classification:

__Logos $1.00

__Four weeks

__ltalics $1.00

DEADLINES:

Wed.; 12 noon Wed. for

12 noon Fri. for Sunday; 4:15
Fri. for Monday; 12 noon Mon.
for Tues; 12 noon Tues. for

Thurs.; 12 noon Thurs. for Fri.

CLASSIFICATIONS:

Announcements; Business Opportunity; Cemetery Lots; Financial; Garage
Sales; Help Wanted; Instruction; ltems for Sale; Jobs Wanted; Lost and
Found; Miscellaneous.; Mobile Homes; National Ads; On the Farm; Pets;
Public Notice; Real Estate for Rent;
Offered; Vehicles; Legals

Real Estate for Sale; Services

Enclosed is $

Salesperson:

__Cash __Money Order

Are you a subscriber:

_ Yes

_No

_ Check

_ Credit Card#

Exp. Date

Vcode#

(—
VISA

A
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of
the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Ron Midkiff
Publisher
Bill McClellan

John A. Moseley News Editor

Managing Editor

OTHER VIEWS

U.S., Mexico
must focus
on drug war

resident-elect Barack Obama’s new

national security team has no end of chal-

lenges before it, but here’s one that’s both

very close to home and very easy to over-
look: the war on drugs.

The war is expensive for us - the federal and
state governments spend about $50 billion a year
combating drug abuse and incarcerating dealers
and users - but it is becoming increasingly deadly
for our neighbors.

In the past year, some 4,000 Mexican citizens
have died in drug-related killings, most of them in
battles for control of drug shipments to the United
States.

Mexico not only produces heroin, methamphet-
amine and marijuana, but it also is the shipment
point for most of the drugs smuggled into the
United States from other countries.

Powerfully corrupt and ruthless drug organiza-
tions battling for dominance of the illegal drug
trade and money-laundering continue to spread
domestic terror in Mexico. Nightmares continue
with unabated brutality.

And all of this — to say nothing of like tragedies
here at home — to feed the habits of drug users in
the United States. Perhaps Obama’s national secu-
rity team finally will rethink three decades of
drug war futility. The focus must be on reducing
demand, which means treating drug users instead
of locking them up for years, and making drug
treatment programs available to everyone who
asks.

Two events in recent weeks should shock people
on both sides of the border, even those calloused
by decades of drug violence and corruption.

Armando Rodriguez, a crime reporter for El
Diario de Juarez in Ciudad Juarez, was fatally
gunned down Nov. 13 outside his home as he was
preparing to take his daughter to school. He
recently had started working out of the Mexican
newspaper’s bureau across the border in El Paso,
Texas, after receiving death threats.

*The Mexican government arrested its own for-
mer drug czar, Noe Ramirez, and accused him of
taking some $450,000 in bribes from drug lords for
passing them secret information about drug
investigations. Ramirez was among seven
Mexican federal officials arrested in a crackdown
ordered by Mexican President Felipe Calderon.

The Committee to Protect Journalists reports
that 24 journalists in Mexico, including
Rodriguez, have been killed since 2000 and that
seven were slain because of their investigations.
Five Mexican journalists have been killed this
year alone.

Drug cartels have stifled the news media with
threats and violence.

Editors of Mexican newspapers and American
journalists working there speak privately about
how they have withheld inflammatory informa-
tion or withdrawn reporters from stories for fear
of violent reprisals. But many journalists, like
Rodriguez, have refused to be cowed.

In Mexico, the word la mordida — literally, “the
little bite” — is used to describe the petty briber-
ies that grease the system or avoid the law.
Ramirez, the former drug czar, and some of his
former colleagues are accused of turning the little
bite into a gigantic mouthful.

America’s war on drug is linked inextricably
with Mexico’s, and that makes it a national secu-
rity issue of the first order. Obama said little
about the war on drugs during his campaign,
except to express general support for more drug
treatment and more enlightened sentencing guide-
lines.

He should order his new national security team
into the breach. Yes, there’s the Palestinian ques-
tion and Afghanistan and Iraq and Korea and
other international hot spots. But the war on
drugs is being fought, and lost, very close to
home.

St. Louis Post-Dispatch

My grown-up Christmas list

h, it’s

Christmas

time in the

Crossroads
area.

I recently sat down
with my daughter and
helped her prepare her
list of —
requests
for ol’
Saint
Nick, a
list she
was more
than
happy to
make in
two rather
lengthy
parts
since it
would be going to two
households instead of
just one. Yet another of
the many joys of being
a single dad, right next
to explaining the
female biological rights
of passage, but I
digress.

Despite my hopes,
world peace and good-
will toward man failed
to take up any slots on
her list, and while she’s
certainly cognizant of
the meaning of
Christmas and the
necessity of these
things, she also has a
very keen sense of com-
merce. She even men-
tioned to me she was
leaving one of the prici-
er items off her list this
year because she had
heard tough economic
times had reached the
North Pole, as well.

As we finished up her
lists — one for me to
send to Santa, and the
other for her mother to
mail off — it occurred
to me how long it had
been since I had made a
Christmas list of my
own. Of course, when
you’re a father there’s
really no need for a list
because you already
know what you’re
going to get: cologne,

Fighting

If there’s one thing I've
learned in my 55 years,
it’s that liberals are
relentless and will win
through
sheer per-
sistence if
conserva-
tives
abandon
the fight.

The
incoming
U.S. gov-
ernment
stands
poised to
forever
alter the
balance between gov-
ernmental power and
individual liberties and
to replace the free mar-
ket economy with
socialist planning.

And what do we hear
from many conserva-
tives? That we should
be encouraged that
President-elect Obama
has announced certain
key centrist appointees
and that we should con-
vince ourselves this
means he will not pur-
sue the agenda he
plainly tells us he will
pursue. Savvy liberals
must be laughing them-
selves silly.

Pro-life forces have
made inroads into the
collective conscious-
ness and against the
abominable practice of
abortion, and they’ve
been gratified by the
appointments of two
strict constructionist

THOMAS
JENKINS

DaviD
LIMBAUGH

socks and drawers (the
kind you put your rear-
end in).

So I decided it was
time to make my own
grown-up Christmas
list, and while the
chances of Saint Nick
taking pity on this old
newspaper reporter is
slim, I figure I have
nothing to lose. So,
here it is.

Purple states

OK, so I'm not really
all that sure you get
purple if you mix red
and blue — it probably
looks more like stage
blood — but it’s the best
I could do on short
notice. Haven’t we had
enough of the fighting?
The election is over,
people. Just like every
other competition,
there had to be winners
and losers. Obama won.
Get over it.

Let the bailouts
rain down

It all started with $700
billion dollars, and just
like many analysts
feared, the rest of the
nation is heading to
Capitol Hill with their
pockets turned out and
hands open wide.

Current discussions
seem to be headed
toward a $15 billion
bailout for the Big 3
automakers, a far cry
from what the compa-
nies asked for in the
beginning. Of course,
there is always the
chance they knew the
government would look
for a way to downsize
their share of the U.S.
fat cash and simply
asked for much more
than they really need-
ed. Isn’t that what the
electric and gas compa-
nies do every time they
want a rate increase?

And all of that’s just
well and dandy, but I
have one question:
Where the heck is my

bailout? After years of
paying massively
inflated utility and gas-
oline prices and
marked-up tallies at the
grocery stores with no
real cost-of-living
increase in my pay, I
think it’s safe to say I'm
closer to going under
than Chevrolet or Ford.
Bailouts? Why not.
Helping out the big
guys — remember,
these are the folks that
took private jets to
their first set of meet-
ings on Capitol Hill —
with money from the
little guys isn’t just a
way of life, it’s the
American Dream.
Right?

Crack the Yuletide
whip for my sis

My sister, Melinda,
likes to complain about
how I never write col-
umns for or about her,
so I figure I can kill two
birds with one stone
here. Embroiled in
what I can only
describe as a bitter
divorce that could hon-
estly have her and her
soon-to-be ex-husband
cutting coffee tables in
half, she could certain-
ly use some of that
magical stuff Santa
uses to motivate his
elves and reindeer to
use on her attorney.

Granted, there is
something basically
wrong with asking
Santa to intervene in a
divorce of all things,
and this may very well
land me back on the
naughty list. However,
a lifetime ago my sister
saved my life, and if I
didn’t add her to my
grown-up Christmas
list, either my sister or
karma will most likely
find me, and the results
won'’t be pretty.

Love ya, sis.

Help people “get it”
Vandals tried to burn

down Kids Zone in
Comanche Trail Park
Tuesday night, and
while this trespass will
warrant prayers for
their souls from the for-
giving, there’s no such
luck for this cynical
writer.

They pretty much
obliterated the south-
west corner of the play
area, destroying the
one of the first slides
my daughter ever got
up the courage to travel
down alone. I can still
see her in my mind, all
bundled up and looking
at me for reassurance,
gently stooping down to
make her trip. So for-
give me if I'm unable or
unwilling to turn the
other cheek.

Maybe Santa can find
a non-violent way of
dealing with these hoo-
ligans. Maybe he can
interject some
Christmas spirit in
their cold hearts and
help them see the error
of their ways.

Santa sees and hears
everything, right? He
knows who did it.
Maybe he’ll drop a
dime on these idiots
before they hurt some-
one. Of course, if he
doesn’t, I'll have to talk
to the district attorney
about filing charges
against him for aiding
and abetting these dim-
wits. Some time in the
hole might loosen ol’
Mr. Claus’ tongue.

All the sarcasm and
cynicism aside, I hope
everyone — except
maybe the Kids Zone
vandals — have a safe
and happy holiday.

Merry Christmas
West Texas.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by
e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

the relentless liberal tide

justices in Roberts and
Alito. That said,
Americans have just
elected the most life-
hostile president in our
history, who got a com-
plete pass on social
issues during the cam-
paign and who might
be in a position to
appoint three or more
liberal activist judges.

But what are many
conservatives saying?
That Republicans got
trounced because of the
Christian right’s
uncompromising posi-
tions on social issues.
That analysis doesn’t
square in theory (the
majority of Americans
are not pro-choice) or
in reality (social issues
were on the backburner
in the national election,
and social conserva-
tism triumphed in state
ballot initiatives, even
in the liberal
California).

Liberal secularists
tell us Christians are
insinuating themselves
into government and
thereby are threatening
our liberties by intrud-
ing on the sacred prohi-
bition against church-
state interaction. They
say our liberty tradi-
tion is grounded in sec-
ularism.

The depth of their his-
torical and constitu-
tional misapprehen-
sions are only exceeded
by the blindness today
on both sides of the ide-

ological spectrum as to
what is actually going
on in this area.
Secularists continue
virtually unchecked in
their indefatigable
quest to purge
Christianity from the
public square.

Those who accused
me of hyperbole for
arguing in my book
“Persecution” that sec-
ular liberals are waging
war against
Christianity should
look at what’s going in
our nation’s “godless”
Capitol Visitor Center
and in state capitols
throughout the land.
Many secular activists
openly admit their hos-
tility to Christianity;
they find it offensive
and intolerable. The
New Atheists blame it -
and other religions --
for most of the evils
and violence in history
and the present. All the
while, secularists insist
on imposing their
worldview into the poli-
cy mix. And the
response from many
“enlightened conserva-
tives” is that we need to
keep our faith in the
closet.

This same feckless
conservative response
has occurred with the
war on terror, includ-
ing Iraq. Largely
because of the poll-
ignoring statesmanship
of President Bush, we
have not suffered a

major terrorist attack
on our soil since 9/11
and have almost con-
summated our victory
in Iraq. Yet conserva-
tives can’t wait to join
the liberal narrative
that President Bush
made a mess of the
whole thing. I’d hate to
see what our fair-
weather friends would
have said if we’d sus-
tained additional ter-
rorist attacks at home
and lost in Iraq.

Those of us who keep
fighting against the
unyielding liberal tide
are not motivated by
partisanship or blind
ideology but a commit-
ment to preserving
America’s freedom tra-
dition. If we give up the
fight because we lack
the stomach for politi-
cal warfare or swallow
the seductive lie that
“getting along” is more
important than fighting
for principles, the
demise of the nation is
all but a foregone con-
clusion.

With the financial
meltdown and other
factors, a perfect storm
has developed for
Obama to bring his
socialist shock and awe
to this country, and
we’re told not only that
we can’t complain but
also that we must
rejoice along with him.
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$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

L |
= e

AC & HEATING AIR CONDITIONING AUTO CARE AUTO PARTS CARPET

Iohnson Air Conditioning | | Grossroads Refrigeration | | WARREN REFRIGERRTION
Heating & Sheet Metal Air Conditioning, Heating & AIR-HEAT-ICE
* Servicing All Heaters Ice Machines Repair Specialist
* All Sheet Metal Work Including We service all makes Resident & Commercial
N d models! Loran Warren
" Registers & Grills and mocets: NATE Certified Service Technician
We Carry All Heater Cell: (432) 210-0501 Licensed and Insured
Parts and Filters 24 Hour Service TACLA26337C
1408 E.4th - 263-2980 macazerc §| | GALLI4321263-5144

G & M Auto Care

Locally Owned
& Operated
Service 1972

263-1091

George & Mary
900 E. 3rd St. Big Spring

24817

A Modern Auto Dismantler

7 m
Since 1947

+ 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles

+ 20,000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage

. S;t)emahze in late model quality auto
arts

E)Foreign.a.nd domestic parts for cars,

trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports

utility vehicles

Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.

1511 Hwy 350(432) 263-5000

BED LINERS CONCRETE m m

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600

¥ Rhino Linings

THe SpRAYED-ON LINER

SUBSCRIPTION

26941

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE
THE BIG SPRING
HERALD
DELIVERED?

CALL

432-263-1331

J. T. Builders

Remodeling * Drywall
Ceramic Tile « Electrical
Plumbing ¢ Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways * Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

y (Eop JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
:ﬁ\ (432) 213-0882 Cell

(432) 935-6310 Res.
ELECTRICAL

Z6SG 1T

s oy
FEECIRIC

Richard Moren

Master Electrician | License #173630
Texs Electical. {1 onge 425496

Phone; (432) 264-6261

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing

\/\/‘1/\,
v YA
W&/‘/‘//
7Y

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

Seasoned Oak Firewood
1 Cord Delivered - $325.00
1 Cord Pick Up - $275.00
1/2 Cord Delivered - $180.00
1/2 Cord Pick Up - $140.00
Local can pick up in Big Spring
Call Dustin

(432) 557-2897 or
213-3601

18472

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BESTINBIG SPRING

* Residential - Commercial
+ChainLink - Metal
+ Dog Kennels

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!

Q
BEB
=T

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101NW 2ndSt.  Big Spring, X

HOME IMPROVEMENT B HOME IMPROVEMENT

THIS SPACE COULD BEYOURAD
CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

BIG SPRING

Gibbs Remodeling

New home Construction
Room Additions
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing
Ceramic Tile » Installation &
Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

7 1TWestTexas %
.. Fence & Welding "
¥ candenCity Texas #i
N i
:‘5‘/ Wood Fence « Metal Fence 3
f‘ Pipe Fence » Pipe Corrals
_Barbed Wire Fence + Net Wire Fence —L-
% Free Estimates ;ff
<& Home (432) 354-2513 -~
% 5 Csell:(43%) 46)6-1715
ig Spring (423) 263-4858

YStetling City (325) 378-3077 %
’1‘\; ya } il 3 { ),_ﬂ.]‘

GARAGE SALE

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

‘HERALD

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling ¢ Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing
Kitchen & Bath Specialist
BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

RS

HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

Carpet Tile Laminate Hardwood Vinyl

“All instock carpet
ON SALE!”
Come see us @ 2610 E.FM 700

Monday - Friday
9am - 5pm
432-268-0008

Hopper
Homes
" the carpet store 4

6609

GUARD & PATROL

ST. LIC. B13300
+ Armed & Unarmed Security
Officers
+\lehicle Patrol
* Commercial
* Industrial

* Residential - Homeowners
Association

+ Body Guards
* Liability Insurance

« State Licensed By
Texas DPS

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-168-1111

18303

SUBSCRIPTION HOME IMPROVEMENT X  HOME IMPROVEMENT m INTERNET SERVICES

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE
THE BIG SPRING
HERALD
DELIVERED?

CALL

432-263-1331

FREE ESTIMATES

Remodeling-Room Additions
Custom Cabinets-Custom Decks
Doors-Windows-Tlle-Metal Roofing
Minor Electrical and Plumbing
Custom Flooring (Wood/Tile)

Kitchen and Bath Specialist

432-511-2004

Residential- Commercial - Repair-Remodeling

18R
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions,
Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone,
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets,
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540

or E-mail us at
Irconstruction@suddenlink.net

10831

Home Repair
Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install

Free Estimates

432-816-6282

11338

PROFESSIONAL
HOUSE
CLEANING

y References Available
. Fair Prices &
Quality Work 7 %

< CALL

(432) 213-5991

18477

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z

Chimney, Air Duct
Specials!
We clean everything!
Offices, Homes,

Carpets, etc.
INSURED

1-866-843-1831

NAIL SALON

Pro Spa Nail Salon

) \/
4
\ /4"
! 4
{

Pedicure:

$21.99

Manicure: $11.99

Full Set: $20.00 & up
SPECIAL

17959

Solar Nails: $29.00

TIE MarcyDr.Ste 110 (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

Four Seasons
Insulation & Siding

Wall Insulation
Thermal
Replacement

Windows & Siding

Call 264-8610

31610

@'y ST BT

Westex Telecom

High Speed DSL
OR

Dial-Up Internet Access

Local
Customer Service

268-8800 /

PRODUCTS

Small Business & Residential
Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines

Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910

A.W. Stansel
29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720

17957

12980

WATKINg

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care,
Home Remedies, Watkins,

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

GARAGE SALE

et | | GARAGE SALE| | ST
BRSO | | s
vossomonzs | | HHERALD | | 2008 Bisawei one
| wmsm

The VENTURA

, Big Spring Egiv-lzéﬁzsss

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker /| Owner

1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

lac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

Herald

CHECK OUT OUR
WEBSITE:

Houses * Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

Reduced
1003, 1011 E. 11th

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale

Schaefer & Co.
Roofing & Remodeling

Composition, Metal, & Repairs
FREE ESTIMATES

Work Guaranteed

Call Larry
432-213-6509

13272

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

web designing and hosting
www.bondwebs.com

Lane Bond
2605 Ann Drive
Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 263-4033

(432) 213-0391 cell
lane@bondwebs.com

LUPE’S TREE

TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.
For Tree Trimming
and removal.

Call
Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

AAR Mini Storage
3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access
Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 2630732 ..,

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600

26942

Solar Gaurd
Window Tint
5 year limited
warranty
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BOYS & GIRLS MATTEL' TOYS
Hot Wheels" trucks, Precious Princess’ dolls
and Royal Nursery” dolls.

50% OFF

TOMMY HILFIGER' TOTES
Glazed and crocodile print;
assorted colors. Reg. 69.00, Sale 34.50

SALE 29.99

1/8 CT. TW. DIAMOND PENDANTS
Swirls, hearts, crosses. 18" chain.
Reg. 120.00. CT. TW. = Carats total weight.

a0%
OFF

MEN’S CLASSIC
& DISTRESSED
 OUTERWEAR
. By Architect’
Dockers’, more.
M-XXL.

Reg. 70.00-
300.00,
Sale 34.99-
149.99

SUN RIVER' LOUNGE PANTS
Plaid or patterned flannel; assorted colors.
Men’s M-XL. Orig. 20.00, Sale 10.00

BEALLS - PALAIS ROYAL - PEEBLES - STAGE

THE PRESENT THAT
FITS PERFECTLY!
OUR HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS...

In denominations of $5-$1000.
In-store, at www.beallstx.com
and 1-877-737-8243.

*Terms and conditions apply.

1SAVER 797

2. GREAT GIFTS SALE! FRIDAY THRU MONDAY!

SALE
2199

MISSES SWEATERS

By Hannah™ and
Designers Originals’
Reg. 36.00-44.00.

a0%
OFF

MISSES
LEATHER
JACKETS

By Mark
Mattis® and
Signature
Studio’
SXL.

Reg. 160.00-
180.00,

Sale 80.00-
90.00

SALE
23.99

ENTIRE STOCK
REBECCA
MALONE'
NYLON SETS

\ Jacket and pants.
Misses S-XL.
Reg. 48.00.

50% OFF

KIDS, LADIES & MEN'’S SLIPPERS
Olivia Miller’, Isotoner, Dearfoams’, Dockers',
more. Reg. 16.00-34.00, Sale 8.00-17.00

50%
OFF

WINTER ROBES
FOR HER

By Whispers),

| ' Rebecca Malone’
4 Intimates, On Stage"
'/ Orig. 40.00-70.00,
C T || - sale 20.00-35.00

a0%
OFF

" ENTIRE STOCK
JUNIORS
SWEATERS

By It's Our Time',
J.J. Basics,
Eyeshadow’, more.
Reg. 24.00-38.00,
Sale 12.00-19.00

RED-TICKET GLEARANGE!

SAVE

5[y 1
WHEN YOU TAKE AN
EXTRA 20% OFF

Sale prices effective thru December 15. Selection varies by store. Interim markdowns may have been taken. Entire stock only where indicated. fTotal savings off original prices.

r *Subject to credit approval. Exclusions apply.

10% OFF ALL DAY + Bonus VIP Points

when you open a new credit card account?”

@ Cellfire

GET EXTRA COUPON SAVINGS
SENT DIRECTLY TO YOUR CELL PHONE!
Text BEL to 22888 Free sign-up at cellfire.com

MONDAY - SRTURDAY 10:00 A.M. - 3:00 PM.
INSIDE THE BIG SPRING MALL

STORE LOCATOR!
Call 1-877-737-8243

or log on at www.beallstx.com

VIP Holiday Open House SUNDAY 10:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M.

18829
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NO SPRINGS or coils MEM-
ORY FOAM mattress set, pres-
sure relieving sleep, New with
warranty, $385. 432-664-8980.

NEW Canopy Bed with Mat-
tress Set, Still pkgd brand new.
$289. 432-664-8980.

QUEEN MATTRESS with box
both are new with warranty.
$135. Frame available.
432-664-8980.

Brand New 5pc Micro fiber
Sofa/Love seat, with War-
ranty. $550. 432-664-8980.

Lost and Found

$400 REWARD- Brittany
Spaniel “Luke” (Liver & White),
2 years old, male, red collar
no/tags. Last seen near Jeffrey
Rd. Please call 432-416-0118
or 263-0926.

FOUND ON 700 East 13th St.
5 months old black & white
male cat. Has tags. Call
(432)263-6649, (432)816-1603.

Miscellaneous

4 POSTER oak bedroom set.
NEW from mfg. $875. Can del.
806-549-3110.....cccveveecrrirrnne
Merlot finish bedroom suite.
Hardwood collection, metal
glides. BOXED NEW! $880.
Can del 806-549-3110.............

BEDROOM SET- 5 pc, black
uptown style. NEVER USED!!
$550. Can del. 806-549-3110.

CHERRY BEDRM set, com-
plete 6-pc, NEW, BOXED,
$650. Can del.
806-549-3110......cccevirererenene
Dining table, rich cherry finish
& chairs. Brand New!! Can del.
for Xmas. $270.
806-549-3110.......ccvevvecrrirenne

HU NTER'S

EZELL KEY
FEED & GRAIN
98 Lancaster
(432)267-8112
Big Spring, Texas 79720
NOW OPEN TILL 4:00PM
ON SATURDAYS
We have Deer Corn $9.00
We also will be carring
Moormans Pig Feed
We have all your
Feed Needs
COME SEE us!!!

MODEL 640 Ford Tractor.
$2,400.00. Runs good. Call
432-263-6297.

Real Estate for Rent

2 BEDROOM, at 807 Anna.
$325. month. Also 1 bedroom
at  502-A  Goliad. Call
(432)267-7380.

2200 SQ. ft. building for lease
in a high traffic area @ 1307
Gregg St. Front & rear parking
available. Please contact Lucy
@ 432-263-5000 for mor infor-
mation.

3 BDRM, 2 bath Brick home for
Lease in quiet neighborhood. 2
Living areas, fireplace, large
sunroom and outdoor storage.
References required. $900 per
month.  Contact Lucy @
432-263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

602 1/2 GEORGE- Close to
College. 1 Bedroom House.
Carport, CH/A. $550.00 month
plus deposit. No pets. No HUD.
Call (432)267-2296.

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL!"!
$100. off 1st month rent!
SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT
2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring
432-263-2292
1 Bdrm $350 month
2 Bdrm $395 month

COAHOMA ISD 3 Bedroom
1-1/2 bath, CH/A, fenced front
yard. Call (432)714-4910.

HOUSE FOR Lease, Kentwood
2513 Carol. 3 Bedroom, 2
bath, fireplace, 2 car garage.
$900. month. Call
(432)270-77086.

SHORT TERM Leases. Fur-
nished houses for rent. All bills
paid. Call Lesile,
(432)213-0909.

SOUTH PLAINS APTS.
3304 West Hwy 80
Efficiency 1, 2, & 3 Bdrms.
Now Available
432-714-4840
559-309-1968

THE OFFICE Building, 710
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250.
per month with bills paid. Call
(432)770-5656 or
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

ESTATE SALE
By
Joseph and Team
211 Hacks Valley Rd.

Big Spring
Thursday & Friday
9:00am-3:00pm
Saturday 9:00am-?

This is a unique sale full of vin-
tage and primitive items. It will
be worth your drive to come
see what is included in this

sale.

Assorted pieces of china (in-
cluding Austrian, Bavarian,
Homer Laughlin, Havilland, Se-
bring, Taylor Smith, Lennox,
Meakin, Blue Willow), Cup/
saucer collection  (including
Royal Albert, Occupied Japan,
and more), Moser stemware,
Stained glass windows, Vin-
tage prints, Western prints, Sil-
ver plate, Lots of flat ware,
Bone handle knives, Over 100
kerosene lamps and lanterns
(plus many extra parts &
shades), Lots of granite ware,
Cast-iron, Antique hat/umbrella
stand, Slot machine, Lots of
cow horns and skulls, Set of
mounted long horns, Lots of
bits and spurs, wagon tac,
Saddles, Branding irons, Vin-
tage floor lamps, Old frames,
Wind up Victrolas, Outdoor
Christmas decor, Toro Lawn
mower, Catering equipment,
much much more.

Real Estate for Sale

1 ACRE with water well and
septic. $8,750., 8/10th of acre
for $5,000.......ccccceevviiierirreienns
Mobile home Space for rent.
$150.00 month & wup. Call
(254)643-1145.

D

5.8 ACRES, 2 miles North of

Town. $12,000.00. Call

(432)213-1187.

BY OWNER---- 2600 Carelton
3 Bedroom, 2 bath w/covered
carport. New A/C unit. New
carpet and paint. All New Appli-
ances. Remodeled kitchen and
baths. No Owner Financing.
Please call 432-213-2681.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm. Only
$33,120! Must see! For listings
800-544-6258 ext. F906.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida
Manufactured Home Magazine.
A guide to finding and buying a
manufactured home in the
Sunshine State. Call to request
your FREE copy today! Toll
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit
our website
www.flImanufactured
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low
Down Payment. Bad Credit
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.

LARGE 4 Bedroom, 3 bath, 4
car garage, fireplace in living
room and basement. Amenity
Galore. 3 plus acres, 2 large
shops and Rentals. Coahoma
School  District. Reduced
$275,000. Owner Finance Call
(254)643-1145.

OWNER FINANCE, 3,000 sq.
ft. duplex. $6,750. down, $800.
per month. Call (432)714-4555.

SALE BY Owner: Remodeled
4/2/2 2495 sq. ft. home with 3
living areas. New patio and
large storage building. Land-
scaped, with large oak trees
and well maintained yard.
Quiet street, great for young
family. 432-213-3544.

OWNER  FINANCE, Low
Down, Low Monthly, Easy
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2,

808 Settles-
512-426-1850.
WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No
Problem. Call (512)940-5200,
432-631-8100.

Services Offered

WILL PUT up Christmas Deco-
rations- lights, yard deco, etc.
Call Justen at 432-264-7523.

2007 CHEVROLET Suburban
LS, maroon/ tan, 25,000 miles.
$22,000. Call (432)517-0383.

3/2. Call Trent

Don't throw those
unwanted items away!
Sell them!

Cal
263-7331 and place your
garage sale in the Herald
Classified section and
receive @ Garage sale kit
Free!

Call Today!

538 Westover

Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS
3299 MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

32240

263-1252

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS

If you were sleepwalk-
ing through a certain part
of your life, you will now
awaken.
Mars and
Uranus
square off to
startle and
jolt us from
our comfort-
able groove.
This is not
an aspect
known for
its pleasing
and benevo-
lent effect;
however, its significance
is indisputable. We have
to know what's not nor-
mal to appreciate what's
normal.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You have nerve and
verve. It's a matter of
picking your battles. Not
every situation has the
potential to bend to your

The Coahoma Independent School
District will hold a public hearing on
the Academic Excellence Indicator
System (AEIS) on Thursday, De-
cember 18, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. The
AEIS is an annual rating of school
districts by the Texas Education
Agency. The state agency looks at
criteria such as attendance figures,
dropout rates, and student achieve-
ment on TAKS exams. This report
will be available over the Internet
at:
www.tea.state.tx.us/perfreport/aeis/
2008/district.srch.html.

The hearing will give the public a
chance to discuss the report. Re-
view copies of the report will be
available as well at the administra-
tion office.
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vision. But there is one
area that might be easy to
fix and you can start
there.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You've been so gener-
ous lately. Can you go a
whole day without volun-
teering yourself for
thankless tasks? Consider
that taking on the prob-
lems of the world might
be a symptom that you're
dodging a personal issue.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You're not dreaming
it -- the pressure is on.
Someone is checking you
out or pushing to see how
well you can perform on
the spot. Walk tall and
straight, stay calm and
smile only if it feels natu-
ral to you.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You very well might
be able to change the
world just by Dbeing
happy. Someone will not
only be charmed by your
joie de vivre, he or she
will take on that buoyant
energy and pay it for-
ward.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Your intuition is so sharp
that it nearly pains you
not to act on it. Besides
that, your timing is flaw-
less. So get moving, espe-
cially if the thing you
want to do seems at all
frightening. This is as
bold as you're going to be
for weeks.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Some people are
afraid to fail, and others
are afraid to succeed. The

TEXAS COMMISSION ON
ENVIRONMENT QUALITY
NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF
APPLICATION AND INTENT
TO OBTAIN WATER
QUALITY PERMIT
PROPOSED PERMIT NO.
WQ0004872000

APPLICATION. Colorado River
Municipal Water District, P.O. Box
869, Big Spring, Texas 79721,
which operates a water reclamation
facility, has applied to the Texas
Commission on  Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) for a proposed
Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimina-
tion System (TPDES) Permit No.
WQ0004872000 (EPA I.D. No.
TX0131857) to authorize the dis-
charge of reverse osmosis concen-
trate effluent at a volume not to ex-
ceed a daily average flow of
525,000 gallons per day. The facil-
ity is located west of the Big Spring
Wastewater Treatment Plant on the
north side of Eleventh Place, ap-
proximately 800 feet east of the in-
tersection of Farm-to-Market Road
700 and Eleventh Place, and ap-
proximately 0.6 mile south of the
intersection  of  Farm-to-Market
Road 700 and Interstate Highway
20 in the City of Big Spring, How-
ard County, Texas. The discharge
route is from the plant site to Beals
Creek; thence to the Colorado
River below J.B. Thomas Reser-
voir. TCEQ received this applica-
tion on November 14, 2008. The
permit application is available for
viewing and copying at the Colo-
rado River Municipal Water District
Office, 400 East 24th Street, Big
Spring, Texas.
ADDITIONAL NOTICE. TCEQ's
Executive Director has determined
the application is administratively
complete and will conduct a techni-
cal review of the application. After
technical review of the application
is complete, the Executive Director
may prepare a draft permit and will
issue a preliminary decision on the
application. Notice of the Applica-
tion and Preliminary Decision
will be published and mailed to
those who are on the
county-wide mailing list and to
those who are on the mailing list
for this application. That notice
will contain the deadline for sub-
mitting public comments.
PUBLIC COMMENT/ PUBLIC
MEETING. You may submit pub-
lic comments or request a public
meeting on this application. The
purpose of a public meeting is to
provide the opportunity to submit
comments or to ask questions
about the application. TCEQ will
hold a public meeting if the Execu-
tive Director determines that there
is a significant degree of public in-
terest in the application or if re-
quested by a local legislator. A
public meeting is not a contested
case hearing.
OPPORTUNITY FOR A CON-
TESTED CASE HEARING. After
the deadline for submitting public
comments, the Executive Director
will consider all timely comments
and prepare a response to all rele-
vant and material, or significant
public comments. Unless the ap-
plication is directly referred for a
contested case hearing, the re-
sponse to comments, and the
Executive Director’s decision on
the application, will be mailed to
everyone who submitted public
comments and to those persons
who are on the mailing list for
this application. If comments are
received, the mailing will also
provide instructions for request-
ing reconsideration of the Ex-
ecutive Director’s decision and
for requesting a contested case
hearing. A contested case hearing

is a legal proceeding similar to a
civil trial in state district court.

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED
CASE HEARING, YOU MUST IN-
CLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS
IN YOUR REQUEST: your name,
address, phone number; appli-
cant’s name and proposed per-
mit number; the location and
distance of your property/ activi-
ties relative to the proposed fa-
cility; a specific description of
how you would be adversely af-
fected by the facility in a way not
common to the general public;
and, the statement “[l/we] re-
quest a contested case hearing.”
If the request for contested case
hearing is filed on behalf of a
group or association, the re-
quest must designate the
group’s representative for re-
ceiving future correspondence;
identify an individual member of
the group who would be ad-
versely affected by the proposal
facility or activity; provide the in-
formation discussed above re-
garding the affected member’s
location and distance from the
facility or activity; explain how
and why the member would be
affected; and explain how the in-
terests the group seeks to pro-
tect are relevant to the group’s
purpose.

Following the close of all applicable
comment and request periods, the
Executive Director will forward the
application and any requests for re-
consideration or for a contested
case hearing to the TCEQ Com-
missioners for their consideration
at a scheduled Commission meet-
ing.

The Commission will only grant a
contested case hearing on dis-
puted issues of fact that are rele-
vant and material to the Commis-
sion’s decision on the application.
Further, the Commission will only
grant a hearing on issues that we
raised in timely filed comments that
were not subsequently withdrawn.
MAILING LIST. If you submit pub-
lic comments, a request for a con-
tested case hearing or a reconsid-
eration of the Executive Director's
decision, you will be added to the
mailing list for this specific applica-
tion to receive future public notices
mailed by the Office of the Chief
Clerk. In addition, you may request
to be placed on: (1) the permanent
mailing list for a specific applicant
name and permit number; and/ or
(2) the mailing list for a specific
county. If you wish to be placed on
the permanent and/ or the county
mailing list, clearly specify which
list(s) and send your request to
TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at
the address below.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND IN-
FORMATION. All written public
comments and requests must be
submitted to the Office of the
Chief Clerk, MC 105, TCEQ, P. O.
Box 13087, Austin, X
78711-3087 or electronically at
www.tceq.state.tx.us/about/com-
ments.html.

If you need more information about
the permit application or the permit-
ting process, please call TCEQ Of-
fice of Public Assistance, Toll Free,
at 1-800-687-4040. Si desea infor-
macion en Espanol, puede llamar
al 1-800-687-4040. General infor-
mation about TCEQ can be found
at our web site at
www.tceq.state.tx.us.

Further information may also be
obtained from Colorado River Mu-
nicipal Water District at the address
stated above or by calling Mr. John
Grant, General Manager, at
(432)267-6341.

Issuance Date: December 2, 2008
#6004 December 11, 2008.

only thing you're afraid
of is status quo. The idea
of staying static and not
improving gives you the
shivers. So you're getting
busy and thinking bigger
today.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Forgiveness is for you.
Use vyour evanescent
sense of power to help
you break a stalemate
you have been experienc-
ing with someone, despite
the current circumstance,
really is dear to you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). You have a special
brand of care that only
you can give. A partner is
needing your attention
and is too proud to ask
for it directly. Address
this person using your
renowned sensitivity and
you will be rewarded in
kind.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). You're burning
brighter. You're able to do
more in the first three
hours of being awake
than you did all day yes-
terday. You are able to
see how things are con-
nected in a way you did-
n't notice before.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The
French word "ennui" best
describes the mild degree
of weariness you may be
feeling this morning.
However one powerful
conversation changes all
of that. Suddenly life gets
vibrant again.

AQUARIUS (Jan.

20-Feb. 18). You don't

have to be busy every
day. There's a fine line
now between productivity
and wasted energy. If you
feel like hibernating, let
yourself do it. Positive
change follows this fallow
time.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Much is attempted on
this ambitious day by you
and your team, and there
will be a few memorable
successes to celebrate.
There will also be mis-
takes, so be sure to make
yours a spectacular one.

CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: If you find your-
self "Rockin' Around the
Christmas Tree" you just
might be listening to
Brenda Lee. In the '60s
she had more charted hits
than any other woman.
This fiery Sagittarian
earned the nickname
Little Miss Dynamite
because of the surprising
power of her voice and

petite stature.
Sagittarians have a global
mindset, which Lee

shows by recording songs
in four different lan-
guages.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to wwuw.cre-
ators.com and click on
"Write the Author" on the
Holiday Mathis page, or
you may send her a post-
card in the mail. To find
out more about Holiday
Mathis and read her past
columns, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
Www.creators.com.

Annie’s Mailbox -

Dear Annie: During the
30 years I have been mar-
ried to "Wayne," he has
cheated on me several
times. He was always
remorseful and I tried to
forgive him. He stares at
young women to the point
where it embarrasses me.
He doesn't feel he should
have to tell me where he
goes, nor does he call
when he's going to be late.
Lately, his verbal aggres-
sion has become worse. I
gained a lot of weight
when I went through
menopause, and although
I have since lost 50
pounds, Wayne tells me
he doesn't like fat women.
He says horrible things to
me, and I am now sleep-
ing in the spare bedroom.

I know I should leave
him, but I just can't do it.
I am a very spiritual per-
son and have put this in
God's hands. However, I
want to explain to my
older children why I have
been depressed. Wayne
says it is none of their
business. I want to get
past this, but I no longer
know how. He will not go
for counseling. Should I
let my children know
what is going on? -- Lost
in California

Dear California: No.
Unburdening yourself to
your children will not be
in their best interests.
Wayne has not been a
good husband to you, nor
is he likely to become
one. If he won't get coun-
seling, you can still bene-
fit from discussing your
problems with a profes-
sional on your own. Talk
to your clergyperson, or
ask your doctor to refer
you to a counselor.

Dear Annie: My 31-year-
old daughter, "Claire,"
lives in California with
my ex-wife. When Claire
went through her own
divorce, she told my wife
and me that we were no
longer permitted to talk to
her ex or his parents. We
took offense at this. We
like her ex-husband very
much and get along well
with his parents. They
always send us cards for
the holidays and call just
to chat.

Our daughter found out
that we had spoken to
them, and now she will no
longer talk to us. She said
we were rude not to take
her wishes into consider-
ation. We have tried to

talk to her about this, but
she won't discuss it. She
says she's too hurt. Yet,
she had a new boyfriend
as soon as she left her
husband and expected us
to take a liking to him.
We've never met him.

We feel Claire is in the
wrong. She is acting like
a child and should not be
telling us what to do. How
do we handle this? -- Hurt
and Confused

Dear Hurt: Claire
is wrong and should not
be dictating whom you
can be friends with. But
being right isn't going to
help you. You can tell
your immature daughter
"tough luck" and risk an
estrangement, hoping
she'll get over it eventual-
ly. Or you can stop speak-
ing to the ex-husband and
his parents. The choice is
yours.

Dear Annie:
"Embarrassed Daughter-
in-Law" wrote complain-
ing of her mother-in-law's
grammar. She said her
children used to visit
their grandmother for
extended stays. It sounds
as if Grandma really loves
these children.

My wonderful mother
also misspeaks in front of
my kids. This past Easter,
I zoomed in too closely
when taking photos of the
egg hunt because I disap-
proved of Mom's clothing.
When I looked at the pic-
tures, I saw the leg of this
wonderful woman who
was helping her youngest
grandchild find eggs. 1
don't have any photos of
the sweet bond between
Grandma and grandchild
because I was too busy
trying to keep her outfit
out of the photo. When
my daughter is older, she
will miss the beautiful
sight of her grandma
holding her hand. Will
those clothes really mat-
ter then?

"Embarrassed" should
be thankful Grandma has
been around all these
years giving her children
lots of love. -- Thankful
Mom is Still With Us

Dear Thankful: You are
so right -- and many read-
ers wrote with similar
sentiments.

Annie's Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column.
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Rogue
choice

for utility drivers who want it all

It has the functional-
ity of a five-passenger

est rating (5 stars) for
side-impact crash safe-

sport utility ty.
vehicle with 0 And,
available @i@% with a
all-wheel (PRIVE pase
drive. price
It has the starting
ride and below
handling § $20,000,
characteris- § W it has
tics of a car § an EPA
while also fuel
earning the econo-
National my rat-
Highway ing of 27
Traffic Safety mpg on the highway.

Administration’s high- OK, I know it’s cliché,

but what’s not to like
about the five-passenger
Nissan Rogue?

Oh, I forgot to men-
tion that it’s also avail-
able with a lot of premi-
um  features, like
Bluetooth hands-free
phone system and
Nissan’s Intelligent
Key, meaning you never
have to take the key out
of your purse or pocket
— just touch the door to
lock or unlock and turn

Don’t Miss This Section
Sunday, December 21, 2008

“DEADLINE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2008"
Advertisers, Don’t Be Left Out!

18984

the ignition fob to start
the engine.

Powered by a 2.5-liter
I-4 engine generating
170 horsepower and
mated to a Continuously
Variable Transmission
(CVT), the Rogue is
ratedasaLowEmissions
Vehicle requiring regu-
lar unleaded gasoline.

Available in both
front- and all-wheel
drive configurations, it
has an EPA fuel econo-
my rating of 22 mpg
city, 27 mpg highway
for front-wheel drive
models (1 mpg less for
all-wheel drive models).

First introduced as a
2008 model, the Rogue
enters its second model
year with only a few
enhancements, includ-
ing:

* New vehicle speed-
sensing power auto door
locks

e Fold-down passen-
ger seat, driver seatback
pocket, dual-level cen-
ter console tray and
mood lighting for SL
models

e Drive computer and
outside temperature
display added to SL
models

e Two luggage side

cargo hooks and dual
visor vanity mirror illu-
mination for SL models

e Leather package
option now available for
front-wheel drive SL
models

* Bluetooth hands-free
phone system and
Nissan Intelligent Key
added to front-wheel
drive premium pack-
age.

Since its launch, the
Rogue has earned a
number of awards,
including “Best New
Small Crossover” by
Kiplinger’s magazine,
“Best Family Cars for
2008” by  Parents
Magazine, AutoPacific
Vehicle Satisfaction
Award for its segment
and MotorWeek’s
“Driver’s Choice Award
for Best Small Utility.”

And yes, they are well
deserved.

With choice of the S
or SL trim line, the
Rogue delivers an out-
standing ride with
exceptional handling
and solid performance
in a five-passenger plat-
form.

It’s also loaded with
value, in terms of base
price, equipment and

features and the all
important affordability
factor when it comes to
daily operation.

While the base Rogue
S trim line is nicely
equipped, the SL is abso-
lutely loaded with fea-
tures that you would
expect in a premium
SUV costing thousands
of dollars more.

As a gadget guy, 1
loved the amenities. But
Iliked the ride and han-
dling even more.

For drivers needing a
good commuter vehicle
with crossover versatil-
ity for family needs, the
2009 Nissan Rogue is an
absolute must for the
test drive list — espe-
cially for drivers need-
ing to stretch their
transportation dollars
as far as possible.

Neal White has been
covering the automotive
industry for more than
15 years and is affiliated
with the Texas Auto
Writers Association and
the Midwest Automotive
Media Association.
Comments may be sent
to Neal at neal.white@
waxahachiedailylight.
com.

Invite

BIG SPRING

Everyone
To Your
Christmas
Worship
Services

At This ﬂ-ﬁ)(y
Time Of Year ...

Pickups

Half Price

as often as you’d like
December

DEADLINE: 12-17-2008

HERALD

(432) 263-7331
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This Date
In History

Today is Thursday, Dec. 11,
the 346th day of 2008. There are
20 days left in the year.

Today’s  Highlight in
History:
On Dec. 11, 1936, Britain's

King Edward VIII abdicated to
marry American divorcee
Wallis Warfield Simpson.

On this date: ' '

In 1792, France’s King Louis
XVIwentbeforethe Convention
to face charges of treason.
(Louis was convicted, and exe-
cuted the following month.)

In 1816, Indiana became the
19th state.

In 1882, Boston’s renamed
Bijou Theatre, the first
American playhouse to be
lighted exclusively by electric-
1tfy, %?ye its first performance,
of Gilbert and Sullivan’s
;Iolapthe, Or The Peer and the

eri.

In 1928, police in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, announced
they flad‘t warted an attempt
on the life of President-elect
Herbert Hoover. ‘

In 1937, Italy announced it
was withdrawing from the
League of Nations.

In 1941, Germany and Italy

Newsday Crossword st

declared war on the United
1S{‘gates; the U.S. responded in

ind.

In 1946, the United Nations
International ~ Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF)
was established. )

In 1981, the U.N. Security
Council chose Javier Perez de
Cuellar of Peru to be the fifth
%e%retary-general of the world

ody.

In 1983, Pope John Paul II
visited a Lutheran church in
Rome, the first visit by a Roman
Cathohq pontiff to a Protestant
church in his own diocese.

In 1997, more than 150 coun-

tries agreed at a global warm-
ing conference in Kyoto, Japan,
to control the Earth’s green-
house gases.
_ One year ago: Two car bombs
in Algeria, Including one tar-
geting the U.N. refugee agen-
cy’s offices, killed 37 people, 17
of them U.N. emdpl(f\}lees;
Al-Qaida’s self-styled North
Africanbranch claimed respon-
sibility. .

Today’s Birthdays: American
composer Elliott Carter is 100.
Actor Jean-Louis Trintignant
i3 78. Actress Rita Moreno is 77.
Former California state law-
maker Tom Hayden is 69. Pop
singer David Gates (Bread) is
68. Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont.,
is 67. Actress Donna Mills is 66.
Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., is 65.
Singer Brenda Lee is64. Actress
Lynda Day George is 64. Music

AGUE by Shirley Soloway
Edited by Stanley Newman

producer Tony Brown is 62.
Actress Teri Garr is 60. Movie
director Susan Seidelman is 56.
Actress Bess Armstrong is 55.
Singer Jermaine Jackson is 54.
Rock musician Mike Mesaros
(The S.mlthe,ree.nsg,ls 51 Rock
musician Nikki Sixx (Motley
Crue) is_50. Rock musician
Darryl Jones (The Rolling
Stones) is 47. Singer-musician
Justin Currie (Del Amitri) is
44, Rock musician David
Schools ~ (Gov’'t  Mule,
Widespread Panic) is 44. Actor
Gary Dourdan is 42. Actress-
comedian Mo’Nique (“The
Parkers”) is 40. Rapper-actor
Mos Def is 35. Actor Rider
Strong is 29.

.Thought for Today: “A tech-
nical objection is the first ref-

ugeofascoundrel. “—Heywood
Broun, American journalist
(1888-1939).

® 2008 The Associated Press.
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Hard-fought
auto bailout

deal in peril

WASHINGTON (AP)
— A House-passed bill
to speed $14 billion in
loans to Detroit’s auto-
makers stands on shaky
ground in a bailout-
weary Congress, under-
mined by Republican
opposition that could
derail the emergency
aid in the Senate.

Republicans are chal-
lenging lame-duck
President George W.
Bush on the proposal,
arguing that any sup-
port for the domestic
auto industry should
carrysignificantconces-
sions from autoworkers
and creditors and reject
tougher environmental
rules imposed by House
Democrats.

The House approved
the plan late Wednesday
on a vote of 237-170. It
would infuse money
within days into cash-
starved General Motors
Corp. and Chrysler LLC.
Ford Motor Co., which
has said it has enough
cash to make it through
2009, would also be eli-
gible for federal aid.

Supporters cited dire
warnings from GM and
Chrysler executives,
who have said they
could run out of cash
within weeks, and con-
cerns that a carmaker
collapse would erase
tens of thousands of
jobs and jolt an already
bleak economy.

Democrats and the
Bush White House
hoped the Senate would
vote on the legislation
as early as Thursday.
But based on concerns
raised by GOP senators
— and a still-uncertain
level of support even
among Democrats
they had a lot of work
to do.

lllinois leaders
consider ousting
embattled

governor

CHICAGO (AP)
With Illinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich  defying
calls for his resignation,
state officials pondered
reducing his power or
forcing him from office
amid an intensifying
criminal investigation
that has made him argu-
ably the most toxic poli-
tician in America.

Legislative leaders in
the state capital moved
forward Wednesday
with several fronts to
deal with Blagojevich,
who returned to his
office in downtown
Chicago a day after he
was arrested on charges
that he put President-
elect Barack Obama’s
U.S. Senate seat up for
sale.

The first fallout
from the scandal also
emerged, with U.S. Rep.
Jesse Jackson Jr. deny-
ing any misconduct
while confirming that
he is the Senate candi-
date mentioned in the
federal charges as some-
one Blagojevich thought
would pay money to be
appointed to the seat.
Jackson, the son of the
Rev. Jesse Jackson, said
he had been assured by
prosecutors he was not
a target of the investiga-
tion.

Blagojevich’s decision
to show up for work like
it was another day at
the office angered much
of the state’s political
establishment, and
Obama and U.S. Senate
leaders demanded that
he sten down The pros-

pect that the second-
term Democratic gov-
ernor might still try to
appoint someone to the
Senate also loomed.

“He appears to lis-
ten to no one, and his
conduct becomes more
outrageous as time goes
on,” said Steve Brown,
spokesman for Illinois
House Speaker Michael
Madigan.

Pakistani charity
facing sanctions
says it will fight

decision in court

LAHORE, Pakistan
(AP) — The head of
the Pakistani charity
accused of being a front
for militants blamed for
the Mumbai attacks said
Thursday the group will
fight the U.N.’s decision
to declare it a terrorist
organization.

A U.N. Security
Council panel said
Wednesday that Islamic
charity Jamaat-ud-
Dawa is a front for
Lashkar-e-Taiba, the
group India says trained
and steered the Mumbai
gunmen.

Jamaat-ud-Dawa chief
Hafiz Mohammed Saeed
told reporters in the
eastern Pakistani city
of Lahore that the move
was an attempt to target
religious groups.

Saeed said his group
would fight the deci-
sion in Pakistani and
international courts. He
challenged Indian and
U.S. officials to produce
evidence against it.
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News in brief

At the prompting
of India and the U.S,,
a Security Council
panel late Wednesday
declared Jamaat-ud-
Dawa a terrorist group
subject to U.N. sanc-
tions including an asset
freeze, travel ban and
arms embargo.

Gates: Pentagon
moving to put

3 brigades in
Afghanistan by

summer
KANDAHAR,
Afghanistan (AP)
The Pentagon is mov-
ing to get three of the
four combat brigades
requested by command-
ers into Afghanistan
by summer, Defense
Secretary Robert Gates
said Wednesday as he
traveled here to meet
with military leaders.
In his most specif-
ic comments to date
about how soon he will
meet the call for up to
20,000 more troops in
Afghanistan, Gates said
he will not have to cut
troop levels further in
Iraq to free up at least
two of those three bri-
gades for Afghan duty.
At the same time,
Gates said a Kkey
“course correction” in
the Afghanistan war for
the administration of
President-elect Barack
Obama will be to build
the Afghan army and
better cooperate with
Kabul on security oper-
ations.
“I think there’s a

sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated
in any row, column or box.
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concern on the part of
some of the Afghans
that we sort of tell them
what we’re going to do,
instead of taking pro-
posals to them and get-
ting their input and then
working out with them
what we’re going to do,
so it’s a real partner-
ship,” Gates told report-
ers traveling with him
to Afghanistan. “That’s
an important aspect
of this, that I think we
need a course correc-
tion.”

Gates was sched-
uled to meet with Gen.
David McKiernan, the

commander of U.S.
and NATO troops in
Afghanistan, and to

gather with U.S. troops
in Kandahar.

Wall Street sees
jobless claims
rising amid
recession

WASHINGTON (AP)
— Wall Street expects
the government to
report that new claims
for unemployment
benefits increased last
week as companies
ramped-up layoffs amid
the recession.

The jobless claims
report comes a day after
the federal government
said the monthly budget
deficit reached a record
in November, in part
because of increased
spending on programs
such as unemployment
insurance and food
stamps.
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The number of new
claims for jobless ben-
efits is projected to
increase to a seasonal-
ly adjusted 525,000, up
from 509,000 the previ-
ous week, according to
Wall Street economists
surveyed by Thomson
Reuters.

Claims late last month
reached 543,000, their
highest level in 16
years. Economists said
the drop to 509,000 was
partly due to volatility
from the Thanksgiving
holiday week.

Last week’s report
showed the number of
people continuing to
claim unemployment
benefits reached nearly
4.09 million, the highest
level since December
1982.
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2003 Mercedes Conv.

CLK 320 Convertible "Must See"

2008 Impala LT Sedan

28,000 Actual Miles, Full Factory Warranty.

SAED

210 Gregg * 263-2382

263-0273

Diesel 5-Spd.
"Great For Work"
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