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Two hurt
in wreck
Man in serious condition 
following three-vehicle
accident on Highway 87
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

An unidentified man suf-
fered serious injuries 
Monday afternoon in a 
traffic accident near the 
intersection of U.S. 
Highway 87 and Garden 
City Highway.

According to witnesses 
at the scene, the three 
vehicle accident began 
when the driver of a white 
Chevrolet pickup attempt-
ed to make a right turn 
onto U.S. Highway 87 from 
the Garden City Highway, 
located several miles south 
of Big Spring.

The driver of the south-
bound 18-wheel tractor 
trailer told officials with 
the Department of Public 
Safety the pickup pulled 
out in front of him, caus-
ing him to swerve to miss 
the vehicle, which ulti-
mately caused the pickup  
to slide under the larger 
truck’s trailer.

A third vehicle — a sil-
ver sedan — was also 
involved in the accident, 
with the driver suffering 

only minor injuries. She 
was transported to the 
emergency room at Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

The driver of the pickup 
remained trapped in the 
vehicle for several min-
utes following the acci-
dent, as fire fighters and 
emergency medical per-
sonnel were forced to use 
the Jaws of Life to extri-
cate him from the wreck-
age, which was jammed 
beneath the 18-wheeler’s 
trailer on the east side of 
the highway.

After being removed 
from the truck, the man 
was airlifted to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center. 
While his condition is 
unknown, emergency per-
sonnel on the scene said 
he was in serious but sta-
ble condition, and was 
conscious and speaking 
prior to be life-flighted.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.
com

In the top photo, emer-
gency responders with 
the Big Spring Fire 
Department and Howard 
County Sheriff’s Office 
work to extricate a man 
from his pickup truck 
Monday afternoon follow-
ing a traffic accident 
south of Big Spring on 
U.S. Highway 87. At left, 
Air Evac Lifeteam person-
nel stabilize the victim 
prior to transport to 
Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center.

HERALD Photos/Thomas Jenkins

County OKs investment policy
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Howard County 
commissioners approved 
the investment policy for 
the coming year with no 
changes, but according to 
County Judge Mark Barr, 
the investment pools 
being used deserve more 
attention.

C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
approved the investment 
policy — which outlines 

how county 
funds can be 
invested, but 
not which 
i n v e s t m e n t 
pools can be 
used — by a 
u n a n i m o u s 
vote Monday 
morning, but 
Barr said the 

court will have to be 
vigilant in the coming year 
thanks to the economic 
climate.

“We’re going to have 
to look for the safest way 
to invest the county’s 
money,” said Barr. “These 
are tough economic times, 
and we really need to 
choose the safest means of 
investing we can.”

The investment policy — 
which has to be approved 
annually — won’t limit 
the court as far as which 
pools it can participate

See COUNTY, page 3A

Barr

22nd annual Drive-Through Nativity set to begin Friday
What: First Church of 
the Nazarene's Drive-
Through Nativity.

Where: 1400 Lancaster 
(approach from the 
north).

When: 6:30 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m., Friday 
through Sunday

STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Texas’ largest live drive-through 
nativity takes a bow for the 22nd 
year starting Friday.

The First Church of the 
Nazarene’s annual Christmas 
Drive-Through Nativity, a holi-
day season staple of the Big Spring 
area since 1987, will be held from 
6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday at the church, 
located at 1400 Lancaster.

The event began  with only 
seven scenes, but has grown 
through the years to include 13 
scenes, live animals and a cast of 
more than 100 people, church offi-
cials said.

The scenes depict many Biblical 
events pertaining to the birth,life, 
death and resurrection of Christ, 
said C.J. Ward, executive secre-
tary of the church.

“It depicts the story of Christ 
and what Christ means for 

Christmas and his effect on the 
world,” Ward said. “For a lot of 
people, our drive-through nativity 
has become part of Christmas tra-
dition; it’s something they always 
look forward to during the holi-
day season.”

Admission is free to the nativi-
ty, but donations are accepted. 
Ward said any money collected 
will go toward financing next 
year’s event.

Brown said the entrance to the 

nativity is best approached from 
the west on Martin Luther King 
Boulevard, then south on 
Lancaster to the church.

A CD and printed program will 
be provided to visitors and will 
include narration to the event, 
Ward said. The program is about 
10 minutes long, although visitors 
may have to wait in line for some 
time.

See NATIVITY, page 3A



By MIKE CRANSTON
AP Sports Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — By running over, 
around and through one of the league’s top 
defenses, the Carolina Panthers staked 
their claim as one of the NFL’s top teams.

DeAngelo Williams and Jonathan Stewart 
proved a dominating tandem, and the 
Panthers seized control of the competitive 
NFC South with a 38-23 win over the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers on Monday night.

Williams rushed for a career-high 186 
yards and two touchdowns, Stewart added 
115 yards and two more scores and the 
Panthers set a team record for yards rush-
ing for the second time in a month.

And this time it was against the NFL’s 
fourth-rated defense that came in having 
allowed only one rushing TD all season.

The Panthers (10-3) avenged their worst 
loss of the season and grabbed the top spot 
in the division, moving one game ahead of 
the Buccaneers (9-4).

“People remember what you do in 
December,” Panthers coach John Fox said. 
“This was a big stage and I like the way our 
guys met that challenge.”

The Monday nighter featuring the top 
teams in the NFC South was billed as a 

chance for the division to emerge from the 
shadow of the tough NFC East.

The overlooked contenders played even 
through three quarters, before the Panthers 
wore down the Buccaneers’ highly regard-
ed defense in the final period behind their 
emerging stars in the backfield.

“Those guys are that good,” said coach 
Jon Gruden, whose Bucs had their four-
game winning streak snapped. “Those guys 
are going to make guys miss. Both of 
them.”

Steve Smith added nine catches for 117 
yards and a touchdown, and the Panthers 
overcame Jake Delhomme’s two intercep-
tions behind their dominating ground 
game, an area Carolina targeted in the off-
season by drafting Stewart and overhaul-
ing its offensive line.

“It’s kind of what we’re built around,” 
Fox said. “I think we got bigger and more 
physical up front and both of those back 
are pretty special.”

They powered the Panthers within a 
game of the New York Giants for the best 
record in the NFC. At the Giants in two 
weeks, the Panthers — yes the Panthers — 
hold their own destiny for the No. 1 seed in 
the playoffs.

The Buccaneers wasted a career day from 
Antonio Bryant, who caught nine passes 

for 200 yards and two touchdowns, includ-
ing an outstanding one-handed TD grab 
with 2:29 left.

Matt Bryant’s extra-point attempt after 
Antonio Bryant’s final score was blocked 

by Julius Peppers. The Panthers then 
recovered the onside kick, and Williams 
scored his 13th touchdown — breaking 
Stephen Davis’ single-season team record 
— to put it away.

“The O-line and the fullback did an out-
standing job blocking for us today,” 
Williams said. “They did an outstanding 
job getting us to the second level.”

It was a frustrating night for the Bucs, 
who roughed up Carolina 27-3 in October 
— holding Carolina to 40 yards rushing. A 
win would have given them control of the 
division.

Instead, their offense couldn’t keep up. 
Jeff Garcia lost to Carolina for the first 
time in six starts despite throwing for 321 
yards and two touchdowns. Garcia was 
sacked five times.

“Our defense has bailed us out so often 
this season,” Garcia said. “This was one of 
those nights were offensively we needed to 
be better.”

In his first game back in Carolina since 
suffering a career-threatening knee injury 
14 months ago, Carnell “Cadillac” Williams 
had a 4-yard touchdown run late in the 
third quarter to tie it at 17.

DeAngelo Williams and Stewart then 
took over.

Stewart rumbled over tackles for an 

18-yard gain before his 4-yard TD run with 
13:21 left put the Panthers ahead to stay.

See PANTHERS, Page 2B
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Herald Staff Report
LAS VEGAS — Halfway through the 

50th Wrangler National Finals Rodeo in 
Las Vegas, Big Spring native Stephanie 
Fryar sits in good standing in the barrel 
racing event.

Fryar was considered one of the nation’s 
15 best riders this year and garnered an 

invitation to the NFR. Through five rides, 
Fryar is currently sixth with a total time 
of 75.6. 

The NFR consists of 10 rides with the 
competitor posting the lowest combined 
time being crowned champion. Fryar is 
currently less than six seconds off the 
69.94 pace being set by Cassie Moseley. 

Prize-money is awarded to the riders 
with the top six times in each round. 
Fryar finished third in the second round, 
earning her $10,0006.01. That was after 
finishing fourth in the opening frame, 
netting her $7,031.25.

The NFR began Thursday and will con-
clude Sunday.

Big Spring's Fryar sixth at NFR

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

With Frenship’s elmination from 
the Class 4A football playoffs Saturday, 
courtesy of a last-second field goal in a 
37-35 loss to Denton Guyer, District 
4-4A has released its awards and 11 
Big Spring Steers find their name on 
the All-District list at least once.

“We knew it was going to be tough to 
get guys on this list with (Abilene) 
Cooper coming into the district and 
they really dominated the defensive 
team. It turned out to be even tougher 
than I thought,” said Big Spring Head 
Coach Phillip Ritchey. “It’s an honor 
for these guys, especially the ones 
who made first team. I’m very proud 
of the ones who made it, but also dis-
appointed we didn’t have more on this 
list.”

Of the 11 honored, two were unani-
mous selections with senior Jimmy 
Watson sweeping the vote as a guard 
and Matt Ritchey doing the same at 
punter.

Watson hasn’t been short of living 
above expectations all year as he’s ter-
ribly undersized for the position, 
standing at 5-10 and weighing a mere 
185 pounds. 

Still, Coach Ritchey says the dis-
trict’s coaches couldn’t deny his suc-
cess.

“It’s the way Jimmy played the game 
that made him a unanimous selec-
tion,” said Ritchey. “He played at a 
size disadvantage every week and was 
able to outwill the guy he was block-
ing. I think he was able to block guys 
the other coaches thought he couldn’t. 
He plays the game hard and with a lot 
of heart.”

Matt Ritchey’s unanimous selection 
as a punter was warranted, but Coach 
Ritchey felt his nephew deserved more 
consideration at quarterback.

“With the numbers Matt posted, it’s 
a shame he didn’t make either team as 
a quarterback,” said Ritchey. “I don’t 
know how he didn’t make it. There

See STEERS, Page 2B

11 Steers 
named to
4-4A squad

AP photo/Keith Srakocic

Dallas Cowboys running back Tashard Choice, top, is tackled by Pittsburgh Steelers 
safety Troy Polamalu (43) in the first half of an NFL game in Pittsburgh, Sunday. 
Pittsburgh won 20-13, hurting Dallas' playoff chances. Choice filled in for the 
injured Marion Barber, who had his toughness questioned by owner Jerry Jones.

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

IRVING — With a late lead in Pittsburgh, 
the Dallas Cowboys had everything they 
wanted right in front of them:

A shove in the right direction to start a 
tough final month. A boost in the wild-card 
race. A chance to douse all the talk about 
their tendency to fall apart after 
Thanksgiving.

Then they blew it. A 13-6 advantage after 
57 minutes became a 20-13 loss to the 
Steelers that was still tough to swallow 
Monday.

“The way that game ended, it’s almost 
like a blur,” defensive end Marcus Spears 
said. “What happened?”

The specifics include the defense giving 
up their first touchdown of the game, then 
Tony Romo throwing an interception that 
was returned for another touchdown only 
24 seconds later. Dallas got the ball back, 
but Romo couldn’t do anything, throwing 
an incompletion on fourth down.

Every loss has a play here or there that 
could’ve produced a different result. The 
bigger lament for the Cowboys coming out 
of this game is all the other ramifications.

• Instead of being 9-4 and atop the NFC 
wild-card chase, Dallas is 8-5 and much 
more vulnerable to miss the playoffs.

See COWBOYS, Page 2B

Loss hurts
Cowboys in 
many ways

The Associated Press
AUSTIN — Texas quarterback Colt 

McCoy confirmed that he’ll return to the 
Longhorns for his senior season in 2009.

McCoy has led No. 3 Texas (11-1) to a 
Fiesta Bowl matchup against Ohio State 
with 3,445 yards passing and 32 touch-
downs, both team records. He’s also the 

team’s leading rusher with 576 yards and is 
expected to a finalist for the Heisman 
Trophy this week.

“I’m not going anywhere,” McCoy said in 
an interview Monday with the Austin 
American-Statesman.

McCoy said he wants to try to win a 
national championship next season after 

falling one spot short of the Bowl 
Championship Series title game this sea-
son.

McCoy has said all season he plans to be 
back next year, but created some specula-
tion about his future recently when he said 
he would at least inquire about his poten-
tial draft status.

McCoy confirms he'll return to Texas for senior year

By JENNA FRYER
AP Sports Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — NFL com-
missioner Roger Goodell has a sim-
ple mantra when it comes to play-
ers feeling the need to carry a gun: 
Avoid those situations.

“The real issue to me, is when the 
players feel they’re unsafe, they 
shouldn’t be there,” Goodell said. 
“So get out, don’t be there. If you 
feel the need to have a firearm to be 
someplace, you’re in the wrong 
place.”

Speaking before Monday night’s 
game between the Carolina 
Panthers and the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, Goodell said the NFL 
has a strict gun policy but also 
must manage it against the consti-
tutional right to bear arms. The 
questions arose in the aftermath of 
New York Giants receiver Plaxico 
Burress’ accidental shooting in a 
New York City nightclub.

Burress was injured in the early 
morning hours of Nov. 29 when a 
.40-caliber Glock he was carrying 
in his waistband slipped down his 
leg, and as he grabbed at it, he acci-
dentally pulled the trigger and shot 
himself in the thigh.

Giants teammate Antonio Pierce 
drove Burress to the hospital and 
spoke with police last Friday about 
the incident.

The Giants suspended Burress 
for the final four games of the regu-
lar season and placed him on the 
non-football injury list; Pierce 
remains active.

Goodell said the NFL is allowing 
the Manhattan district attorney’s 
office to finish its investigation.

“It’s a police matter, so we’re sup-
portive of the police, and we’ll do 
whatever they need to cooperate,”

See NFL, Page 2B

Panthers 
run over
Bucs, 38-23

AP photo/Chuck Burton

Carolina Panthers running back DeAngelo Williams (34) breaks the tackle of Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers corner Ronde Barber (20) as he runs for a touchdown in the fourth 
quarter of an NFL game in Charlotte, N.C., Monday. The Panthers won 38-23 taking 
command of the NFC South division.

Goodell wants NFL
players to avoid
unsafe situations
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Ruby Honea
Ruby Honea, 73, of Big Spring died 
Monday, Dec. 8, 2008, at the University 
Medical Center in Lubbock.  Graveside 
services will be at 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 10, 2008, at Trinity Memorial Park. 
She was born Nov. 24, 1935, in Mitchell 
County to Vera and Delbert Matlock. 
She married Jimmy Honea Sept. 13, 
1963, in Colorado City.
She worked in accounting at Webb Air 
Force Base until 1978. She spent most of 

her life in Big Spring, Colorado City, and Abilene and 
was a member of the 14th and Main Church of Christ.
She is survived by her husband: Jimmy Honea of Big 
Spring; one daughter: Gail Rincones and her husband 
Joe of Lubbock; four sons: Jimmy W. Honea and his 
wife Kay of Big Spring, Bennie W. Horsley and his wife 
Lisa of Fort Worth, Jimmy D. Horsley of Trent and 
Michael L. Horsley of Tuscon, Ariz.; three brothers: 
Bennie Matlock of Albuquerque, Matt Matlock of 
Colorado City, and Emmitt Matlock of Brownwood; five 
grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren.
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death 
by one sister: Vernie Fox; and three brothers:  Jim 
Matlock, Lee Matlock, and John Matlock.
Arrangements are by Myers and Smith Funeral Home. 
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

Faye Harry
Faye Harry, 94, of North Richland Hills, formerly of 

Ackerly died Sunday, Dec. 7, 2008, at 
Keller Oaks Nursing Home in North 
Richland Hills. Funeral services will 
be at 2 p.m. Thursday at First Baptist 
Church in Ackerly, with burial at 
Ackerly Cemetery. The family will 
receive friends from noon until 1:45 
p.m. Thursday at the First Baptist 
Church in Ackerly. 
She was born March 8, 1914, in 
Eastland County to Rosa Lee and Henry 

W. Woods. She married Samuel “Jake” 
Harry, January 27, 1934, in Lamesa. He preceded her in 
death on August 14, 1979.
She was a homemaker and worked for D. W. Newcomer 
Butane. She was a member of First Baptist Church 
of Ackerly for more than 40 years and was currently 
a member of Shady Grove Baptist Church in North 
Richland Hills.
She is survived by her son: Alvis Harry and his wife 
Reba of North Richland Hills: daughter-in-law:  Dorothy 
Harry of Lubbock; four grandchildren; and seven great-
grandchildren. 
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death 
by her husband; one son: Ancel Harry on May 15, 2005; 
one great-grandson: Indiana Harry on Dec. 2, 2003; one 
brother: Oral Woods; and one sister: Leona Wood. 
Arrangements are by Myers and Smith Funeral Home. 
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

Donnavan Silvas
Donnavan J. Silvas, 14 months old, of Big Spring, 

died Friday, Dec. 5, 2008, in a local 
hospital. Funeral services will be held 
at Nalley-Pickle and Welch Rosewood 
Chapel at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 10, 
2008.  Interment will follow at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park in Big Spring.
Donnavan was born Oct. 4, 2007, in Big 
Spring.
Survivors include his mother, Cynthia 
Silvas; maternal grandfather, Ricky 
Silvas and fiance Margie Gonzalez; 
maternal grandmother, Amanda Silvas 

of Littlefield; three aunts; and an uncle.
Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-Pickle 
and Welch Funeral Home and Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at: www.npwelch.com

Lavarice Webb
Lavarice “Pat” Webb, 82, of Big Spring, died Tuesday, 
Dec. 9, 2008 in a San Angelo hospital. Services are 
pending with Nalley-Pickle and Welch Funeral Home 
and Crematory of Big Spring.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 a.m. 
today:

• ROBERT SANCHEZ, 44, of Colorado City, was 
arrested Monday on a charge of public intoxication.

• JAMEY JOHNSON, 45, of 2621 Chanute, was 
arrested Monday on a charge of possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

• LANCE LAND, 19, of 908 W. Fourth Street, was 
arrested Monday on a charge of minor in consumption 
of an alcoholic beverage.

• VIOLATION OF A PROTECTIVE ORDER was 
reported in the 300 block of Sixth Street.

• POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA was 
reported in the 1100 block of Lamesa.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 1500 
block of Sycamore.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION – ASSAULT was 
reported in the 1000 block of Main Street.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 60 inmates at the time of this report.

• RENE RODRIGUEZ, 20, was arrested Monday by the 
HCSO on a motion to revoke probation for possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less.

• JOSE ALFREDO MELENDEZ, 25, was transferred to 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of driving 
while license invalid/suspended – enhanced.

• JONNY TREVINO JR., 18, was transferred to county 
jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of evading arrest 
or detention.

• ERICA MORENO OCHOA, 29, was transferred 
to county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
violation of parole.

• BRANDY MICHELLE LOPEZ, 30, was transferred 
to county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
unauthorized use of a motor vehicle.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of Highway 87 and Highway 33. I person 
was life flighted from the scene.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block of W. 
Highway 80. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2100 block of Wasson 
Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of 
Bluebonnet. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 800 block of W. 
Eighth. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of E. 
Highway 350. Service refused.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported approximately 
six miles west on Interstate Highway 20. Service 
refused.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 2300 block of 
Mishler. Fire was out upon arrival.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the First 
Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels (north end 
door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are welcome. For more 
information, contact Sherry Hodne3tt at 264-7599.

•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets at 6:30 
p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 Wright St.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. and 
closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and friends 
of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic pain 
disease), a new support and informative group meets 
at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for more 
information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.; 
women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking 
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m. at 
605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

• The Big Spring Salvation Army will be conducting 
free blood pressure and glucose screenings Dec. 10 and 
Dec. 31 from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. at the Army’s Corps 
Building, located at 811 W. Fifth St. The screenings are 
being sponsored by In-Home Care. For more information, 
contact the Salvation Army at 267-8239.

• HATS (Hope After The Sadness), an American Cancer 
Society Resource Room is available at First Methodist 
Church. This center provides information and valuable 
resources for those affected by cancer. This HATS 
ministry, established in memory of the late Rev. Dr 
Shane Brue, maintains a room with free hats, wigs and 
head coverings available for check-out by those dealing 
with hair loss due to cancer treatment. 

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 2-7-32-34-35
Number matching five of five: 0.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday 
night:
Winning numbers drawn: 4-21-27-35. Bonus Ball: 
10.
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 0.
Number matching four of four: 7. Prize: $1,520.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 3-5-2-0. Sum It 
Up: 10.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 3-4-4. Sum It Up: 11.

Your Local Weather
Wed

12/10

53/29
A mainly
sunny sky.
High 53F.
Winds NNW
at 5 to 10
mph.

Thu
12/11

63/35
Sunshine.
Highs in the
low 60s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Fri
12/12

63/40
A few
clouds. Highs
in the low
60s and lows
in the low
40s.

Sat
12/13

72/44
Windy with
times of sun
and clouds.

Sun
12/14

74/43
Partly
cloudy.
Highs in the
mid 70s and
lows in the
low 40s.
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TODAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• The American Cancer Society meets at noon at the 

Home Hospice office for lunch and its monthly meet-
ing. For more information, call Sherry Hodnett at 264-
7599.

• The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets at 7 
p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809 Scurry, 
or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call Robert 
Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth St., pro-
vided by InHome Care.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the Howard 
College Cactus Room.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big 
Spring Country Club.

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard College 

Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 
• Friends of the Library meets at noon in the Howard 

County Library, 500 S. Main.
• Big Spring Main Street meets at noon in the 

Railroad Museum located at Second and Main 
streets.

• League of United Latin American Citizens LULAC 
Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big Spring Area 
Chamber of Commerce. The public is invited.  

• American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at 3203 
W. Highway 80.

• The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E. 
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For 
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340.

• Neighbors and Newcomers Club meets. New mem-
bers are welcome. Call 263-2005 for more informa-
tion.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 a.m. 

until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267-7281.
• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon at 

the Howard College Cactus Room.
• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 7:30 

p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

	 If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com
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NFL
Continued from Page 1B

he said. “I expressed that to the mayor and to the chief 
of police. We’re held accountable to the laws of the land, 
and so are our players.”

Although the police said last week that the informa-

tion they were provided came from media reports, not 
the NFL, police commissioner Raymond Kelly has said 
the league has since been more forthcoming. And 
Goodell bristled at the idea the NFL ever slowed or 
stalled the investigation.

“I don’t agree with that. We have security directors 
who are former law enforcement people, or worked with 
law enforcement, and were fully cooperative,” Goodell 
said. “I spoke to chief of police myself and he said we’ve 
been perfectly cooperative and we appreciate that.

“We’re not going to hide anything from anybody. 
We’re very direct about it.”

In other topics:
• Goodell, who has made it his mission to rid the 

league of player misconduct, said his tough policies are 
clear to players. “I think they understand they have a 
certain code of conduct for players, coaches, commis-
sioner, everyone involved with the game. I do think it’s 

getting through, but you always are going to have people 
who make mistakes.”

• He said the league would keep an eye on the develop-
ing situation with Panthers reserve offensive lineman 
Jeremy Bridges, who was arrested late Sunday night 
and charged with two misdemeanor counts of simple 
assault and battery and one count of communicating 
threats. 

He was released on bond, but inactive for Monday 
night’s game. It was Bridges’ second arrest in 16 
months.

• Goodell spent about an hour Monday visiting Carolina 
owner Jerry Richardson in the hospital, where he was 
readmitted for tests relating to a pacemaker he recently 
had installed. 

He said he expected Richardson to remain active in 
negotiations with new Collective Bargaining 
Agreement.

• He is confident the suspensions of five players for 
violating the league’s anti-doping policy would be 
upheld. 

The five were suspended for using a banned diuretic, 
but a federal judge on Friday blocked the action until he 
has more time to consider the case. “The players under-
stand that you are held responsible for anything that’s 
in your body,” Goodell said. “We have been very clear 
that if you take something, which is unregulated, 
there’s a danger.”

• He’s not ready to comment on Michael Vick’s poten-
tial future in the league until after the former quarter-
back has concluded the legal process pertaining to his 
conviction for running a dog fighting ring.

• Tampa Bay is on track to successfully host February’s 
Super Bowl, and Goodell isn’t concerned the economic 
crisis will spoil the event. “We’re pouring the normal 
amount of resources into the event,” he said. “I think we 
changed one event Saturday night because we thought 
it would be more effective to put our focus somewhere 
else. But for the most part, we’re going 100 miles per 
hour on that, and we think it will be a great event.”
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After Peppers sacked Garcia to 
end the Buccaneers’ next drive, 
Williams and Stewart dazzled.

Williams gained 41 yards, 
Stewart picked up 3 and 30, and 

then Williams raced 16 yards for 
the decisive four-play TD drive.

“Some of the plays were plays 
we’d seen before,” Bucs line-
backer Derrick Brooks said. 
“They did a good job of blocking 
us this time. I’ve got to give 
them credit for breaking tackles 
and making us miss.”

Williams became only the 

third player in Carolina’s 14-year 
history to surpass 1,000 yards 
rushing in a season when he 
rumbled 40 yards up the middle. 
That set up Stewart’s 2-yard TD 
run with 1:56 left before halftime 
that gave Carolina a 10-3 lead.

Carolina finished with 299 
yards rushing, surpassing the 
team-record 264 it had last month 

against Detroit. 
The total was only 7 yards shy 

of the most allowed by Tampa 
Bay.

“It is embarrassing, definite-
ly,” linebacker Barrett Ruud 
said. “Especially since you don’t 
get many opportunities to have 
that national audience and this 
was by far our worst game.”

Notes: Tampa Bay extended its 
streak of not scoring a first-quar-
ter TD to six games. ... Stewart’s 
two TDs gave him eight, break-
ing the Panthers’ single-season 
record for rookies held by the 
late Fred Lane. ... Bucs DT Jovan 
Haye (knee) did not play, 
replaced by Ryan Sims in the 
starting lineup.

COWBOYS
Continued from Page 1B

• That playoff outlook is fur-
ther dimmed by a closing stretch 
against competition that keeps 
improving: the Giants, Baltimore 
and Philadelphia. Put another 
way, that’s a team trying to wrap 
up the No. 1 seed in the NFC; a 
team on a 7-1 roll; and a team 
that’s revived its playoff hopes 
with solid wins the last two 
weeks after seemingly being out 
of it.

• By starting December with a 
loss, the Cowboys are forced to 
keep facing their ugly history of 
wearing out at season’s end. 
Their record is now 18-32 in reg-
ular-season games played in 
December or January since their 
last playoff victory back in 1996. 
Coach Wade Phillips downplays 
that as “a baseball stat,” arguing 

that circumstances are different 
every season. But to players it’s 
akin to the burden carried by 
the Chicago Cubs.

“Nobody wants to hear about 
the terrible Decembers we keep 
having, year in and year out,” 
cornerback Terence Newman 
said. “So we definitely have 
something to prove.”

The good news for the Cowboys 
is that the playoff picture actu-
ally cleared up a bit Sunday 
thanks to losses by Washington 
and Atlanta. 

Dallas now holds the No. 2 
wild-card spot because of a tie-
breaker over the Falcons, so if 
the Cowboys can win out, it is 
theirs to keep.

Thus, all they have to do is fin-
ish strong — a theme the team 
has rallied around since train-
ing camp.

“You say that’s what you want 
to do, you preach that’s what 
you’re going to try to get done, 

well, here’s the opportunity,” 
Phillips said. “At least we have 
that opportunity.”

Phillips spent the early min-
utes of his Monday news confer-
ence denying that the team ever 
questioned the toughness of run-
ning back Marion Barber, which 
became an issue only because 
owner Jerry Jones brought it up 
after the game Sunday.

Asked about the fact Barber 
didn’t make the trip to Pittsburgh 
because of a dislocated pinkie 
toe on his right foot, Jones said 
“he surprised me that he’s not 
here playing.”

“He can play with that injured 
toe,” Jones said. “He can play 
with the soreness, combination 
of those things. I see nothing 
that would have led us to believe 
that he couldn’t.”

Said Phillips on Monday: “I 
don’t want to speak for Jerry, 
but I don’t think you question 
his toughness. He’s one of the 

toughest guys we have.”
Phillips said Barber was 

slowed more by a calf injury 
caused by Barber running dif-
ferently to compensate for the 
toe problem. Jones, however, 
had told reporters the calf was 
not an issue.

Phillips also said the team 
determined Barber couldn’t 
play, as opposed to Barber say-
ing he couldn’t.

“Our trainers said he wasn’t 
going to be able to play. They 
said it would be better for him to 
stay here and get treatment than 
fly there and move around, so 
that’s why we kept him here,” 
Phillips said.

Rookie Tashard Choice filled 
in for Barber and ran for 88 
yards, the most against 
Pittsburgh all season. He had 
another 78 yards receiving; all 
told, he accounted for 166 of 
Dallas’ 289 yards. Phillips said 
Choice has earned more playing 

time once Barber returns, 
although Barber could be back 
Sunday night against the 
Giants.

“He’s going to try and practice 
this week,” Phillips said. “I 
know he’s feeling better. I think 
he will be out there or try to be 
out there certainly. ... He can 
play without practicing, and he 
may have to do that this week.”

Receiver Roy Williams, line-
backer Bradie James, safety 
Keith Davis, cornerback Adam 
“Pacman” Jones and offensive 
lineman Montrae Holland were 
among those hobbling. 
Linebacker DeMarcus Ware 
played with a brace on his knee 
because of an injury the previ-
ous week. Phillips said Holland’s 
sprained ankle was the biggest 
concern.

“I think we’ve got enough guys 
healthy that we can make our 
run here,” Phillips said.

STEERS
Continued from Page 1B

were other guys I felt like deserved being 
on the team, too. Cade (Hollandsworth) 
was injured for the first couple of games 
of district, but he played great at defen-
sive end when he came back. Tyrone 
Clemons had a good year for us and I 
thought Kaegan Hunt was deserving, too. 
Those are just a few of the ones I’d like to 
see added from our team.”

Other first-team honorees included 
senior Sydney Parker as a receiver. 
Parker led the Steers in most receiving 
statistical categories for a second con-
secutive year. 

Defensively, the Steers had three play-
ers make the first team. Matt Ritchey was 
selected as a linebacker. Senior Zamir 
Linton made the list as a cornerback, 
while senior Tyler Chesworth was added 
as a tackle.

On the second-team offense was senior 
center Zack Saldivar, junior receiver 
Thaddeus Straughter, junior running 

back Monte Anderson and junior tight 
end Pavel Plakhotny.

Plakhotny was also selected as an out-
side linebacker on the second-team 
defense. 

Joining him on that list were seniors 
LaRay Woodard as a safety and Antwone 
White as a defensive tackle.

Offensive MVP – A’mon Pimpton, 
Cooper.

Offensive Newcomer – Kendrick 
Powdrill, Cooper.

First-team offense
Center – Mason Walters, Frenship. 

Guards – Lee Conoly, Frenship; Jimmy 
Watson, Big Spring. Tackles – Seth 
Kiker, Frenship; Blake Spears, Cooper. 
Tight end – Reese Williams, Cooper. 
Receivers – Tommy Bowman, Cooper; 
Jonathan Davis, Hereford; Paul Mesta, 
Lake View; Sydney Parker, Big Spring; 
Lance Ratliff, Frenship. Running backs 
– A’mon Pimpton, Cooper; Chris Blair, 
Lake View. Fullback – Landon Lamb, 
Frenship. Quarterback – John David 
Baker, Lake View. Punter – Matt 
Ritchey, Big Spring.

Second-team offense
Center – Orian Garcia, Hereford; Zack 

Saldivar, Big Spring. Guards – Jacob 
Frasier, Lake View; Andy Salas, Cooper. 
Tackles – Jordan Nichols, Frenship; 
Karlos Salinas, Lake View. Tight end – 
Pavel Plakhotny, Big Spring. Receivers 
– Khole Jackson, Cooper; Dominic 
Manuel, Lake View; Thaddeus Straughter, 
Big Spring; Chase Yosten, Hereford. 
Running backs – Monte Anderson, Big 
Spring; Bryan Seicks, Frenship. Fullback 
– Clayton Carrell, Cooper. Quarterback – 
Tyler Lloyd, Frenship. Punter – Parker 
Bridwell, Hereford. 

Defensive MVP – Will Ford, Cooper.
Defensive Newcomer – T.J. Campbell, 

Lake View.
Utility Player – Rodney Ackers, Lake 

View.
First-team defense 
Cornerbacks – Zamir Linton, Big 

Spring; T.C. Robinson, Cooper. Safeties 
– Will Ford, Cooper; Demetric Lee, 
Cooper. Inside linebackers – Brandon 
Henderson, Cooper; Brandon Jones, 
Frenship; Matt Ritchey, Big Spring. 

Outside linebackers – Alec Birchfield, 
Frenship; Kyle Lassetter, Cooper.  Ends 
– Bo Cates, Frenship; Quincy Moore, 
Cooper. Tackles – Tyler Chesworth, Big 
Spring; Buddy Mull, Frenship. Kicker – 
Lance Ratliff, Frenship. 

Second-team defense
Cornerbacks – Ricko Garcia, Frenship; 

Justin Villarreal, Hereford. Safeties – 
Jedidiah Mannon, Frenship; LaRay 
Woodard, Big Spring. Inside lineback-
ers – Nicholas Britton, Frenship; Joshua’ 
Robinson, Cooper. Outside linebackers – 
Chris Benge, Hereford; Pavel Plakhotny, 
Big Spring. Ends – Marshall Elliott, 
Frenship; Jacob Hinojos, Plainview. 
Tackles – Tyler Watson, Cooper; Antwone 
White, Big Spring. Kicker – Stephen 
Greene, Cooper.  

Big Spring honorable mention – 
Kyler McGee, guard; Matt Ritchey, quar-
terback; LaRay Woodard, running back; 
Kaegan Hunt, cornerback; Tyrone 
Clemons, safety; Cade Hollandsworth, 
defensive end; Chris Brooks, linebacker.



By REGINA DENNIS 
Waco Tribune-Herald

WACO — If the cold winds 
whipping through Waco 
bothered Lucious Josey, 
it didn’t show through his 
cheery demeanor.

The 60-year-old was posted 
in front of the Bellmead 
Sam’s Club, ringing a 
golden bell and warmly 
greeting shoppers as they 
passed through the store’s 
doors. He occasionally 
shuffled from side to side, 
shifting weight from his 
left knee, injured in a 
grenade explosion when 
he served in the Army in 
Vietnam. He temporarily 
relinquished his bell to a 
small child, who perked at 
the sound of the clanging 
brass.

“Hello there. You ready 
to help me out?” he said 
to the boy, smiling and 

laughing. “Well, come on 
and ring my bell! I need 
some help today!”

Josey, a self-proclaimed 
“natural charmer,” 
is assisting with the 
Salvation Army’s holiday 
red-kettle campaign, an 
annual collection drive 
to benefit needy families, 
veterans and senior adults 
over the holiday season 
and into next year.

“All angels are not in 
heaven,” Josey said, 
smiling and thanking 
one shopper who dropped 
change in the kettle. 
“There’s still angels here 
on Earth, ‘cause I see 
it every day, in acts of 
kindness and godliness 
and goodness.”

But beneath the friendly 
demeanor lies a man 
who has endured his fair 
share of trouble. The San 
Felipe native has battled 

homelessness for much 
of the past year, spending 
nights at the Salvation 
Army, Brother’s Keeper 
men’s homeless shelter 
or temporarily crashing 
at a friend’s home. Josey 
traveled from Houston, 
where he has some family, 
to Temple, then Waco, 
seeking medical treatment 
for his knee from the 
Veteran Affairs hospital 
system.

He dons clothing from 
the Salvation Army — a 
short green winter jacket, 
blue sweatshirt and plush 
black gloves — to protect 
him from the wintry chill. 

Josey lives on a fixed 
income of disability 
payments, which he said 
does not afford him a “safe 
and healthy environment 
to live in.” He has no 
family in the area to turn 
to for support.

“It’s a sad time for me,” 
Josey said, the cheer in 
his eyes fading slightly. 
“I miss the closeness of a 
family, the bonding of a 
family, the rejoicing . . . 
the memories of certain 
things. I remember my 
mother’s duck dressing, 
certain smells. It’s a time of 
sadness and loneliness.”

While the Salvation 
Army relies on the 
volunteer efforts of 117 
area community-service 
organizations for the kettle 
campaign, the nonprofit 
group also hires more than 
20 temporary workers for 
the drive. 

The paid workers often are 
homeless or economically 
disadvantaged people who 
have received assistance 
from the Salvation Army 
and other social programs 
in the city.

“It’s a good opportunity 

for them to create some type 
of work history and also 
to generate income to pay 
for housing or other living 
expenses,” said Russell 
Czajkowski, captain and 
church minister for the 
Waco Salvation Army. 
“This way, we’re not 
just paying their rent or 
mortgage or electric bill, 
but they’re actually able to 
work for it.”

Calvin Alexander, 33, 
began working for the 
kettle campaign after a 
stint doing part-time work 
at Baylor University. 
Alexander was released 
from prison six months 
ago after serving eight 
years for violating parole 
on a previous robbery 
conviction. 

He plans to turn his life 
around after what he calls 
mistakes in his youth.

“That was a big lesson 

for me, and when I got out 
I wanted to do something 
positive with my life,” 
Alexander said. 

“That was just wasted 
years to me.”

COUNTY
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in, according to County 
Treasurer Teresa Thomas.

“This won’t have any 
effect on the pools. It’s 
something we have to 
approve each year, and 
this policy is identical to 
the police we used last 
year,” said Thomas.

Barr asked that 
discussions regarding the 
addition of new investment 
pools be tabled until the 
commissioners had time 
to research the matter.

The court met briefly 

with Howard County 911 
Director and Volunteer 
Fire Chief   Tommy 
Sullivan during the 
meeting, approving 
purchase requests for 
repairs to a VFD fire truck 
and annual membership 
dues for the department.

Sullivan told 
commissioners unless 
some rather drastic 
changes occur in the 
weather between now and 
the new year, he plans to 
request a burn ban from 
the court in mid-January.

“I plan to come to the 
court Jan. 12 and request 
a burn ban be put into 
effect,” Sullivan told the 

court. “That’s unless we 
see a pretty significant 
change in the weather 
between now and then.”

Despite the dangerous 
conditions already 
plaguing the Crossroads  
area, Sullivan said the 
number of wildfires is 
down compared to last 
year.

“Even with the winds, 
things aren’t nearly as bad 
as they were two years ago. 
I attribute that to people 
being more diligent,” said 
Sullivan. “Those that are 
burning are doing so with 
more care, and a lot of them 
are simply paying the $5 
to take their trash to the 

landfill. A $5 fee is pretty 
fair when you compare it 
to a $1,000 fine.”

Sullivan said he and his 
firefighters are currently 
on All-Call, where all 
available personnel 
respond to every reported 
fire, and while he hopes 
to hold off on a county-
wide burn ban until after 
the holiday season, it will 
depend on area residents.

“We’re trying to hold off 
until after Christmas to 
put a burn ban in place,” 
said Sullivan. “However, 
if we see too many human-
caused fires between now 
and then, we’ll obviously 
have to act sooner. In the 

end, it’s really up to the 
folks the ban will effect the 
most.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.
com
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ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
     •Designs and produces art and copy layouts for material to be presented by visual 
communications media, such as books, magazines, newspapers, television, electronic media 
and packaging.
     •Designs media in a wide variety of styles that correspond to the clients needs.
     •Interacts with art directors.
     •Adheres to client budget and time constraints.
     •Presents new ideas to members of the team.
     •Monitors projects through all phases of production.
     •Develops designs that are on strategy and reflect brand’s personality.
QUALIFICATIONS
     •Four or more years of work experience in the graphics design field required.
     •Understanding of printing process, photography, illustration and typography preferred.
COMMUNICATION ABILITY
Ability to read and comprehend simple instructions, short correspondence and memos.  
Ability to write simple correspondence.  Ability to effectively present information in 
one-on-one and small group situations to customers, clients and other employees of the 
organization.  
REASONING ABILITY
Ability to apply common sense understanding to carry out detailed but uninvolved written or 
oral instructions. Ability to deal with problems involving a several concrete variables in 
standardized situations.   
COMPUTER SKILLS
MS Office, word processing, spreadsheets, Internet software, E-mail, Database software, 
Macintosh / Quark Express, PhotoShop, Illustrator, All Adobe Programs
LEADERSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES
Does not supervise the work of others
WORK ENVIRONMENT
Normal office environment. 

In Memory Of

Steven Evrard
10-9-71 ~ 12-9-07

We Love You And Miss You
Tanya Evrard and Everett Family
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NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 12-11-08

267-8226       1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 19 Years

HEALTH SMART • UNITED HEALTHCARE • PRONET
CHAMPUS • BCBS • AETNA • HUMANA • BEECH STREET

PPO PROVIDER FOR:

ACCEpTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital

& Odessa
Morning Appointments Now Available!!

18767

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/30/08
11587

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288
Gene Robertson, 72, 

died Saturday.    Funeral 
Services were at 10:30 
a.m. Tuesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel. Burial 
with Military Honors will 
be at the Coahoma 
Cemetery.  

Ruby Honea, 73, died 
Monday.  Graveside ser-
vices will be at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday at Trinity 
Memorial Park.    

Faye Harry, 94, died 
Sunday.  Funeral Services 
will be at 2 p.m. Thursday 
at First Baptist Church in 
Ackerly with burial at the 
Ackerly Cemetery.  The 
family will receive friends 
from noon until 1:45 p.m. 
Thursday at the First 
Baptist Church in 
Ackerly. 

NATIVITY
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“A lot of people stop off 
at (a restaurant) first and 

pick up something,” she 
said. “That way, they can 
have a snack while they 
wait.”

The event, which draws 
visitors from across West 

Texas, has become a holi-
day mainstay, Ward said.

“We’ll probably have 
between 1,500 and 2,000 
people show up,” she said. 
“Not only is it meaningful 

to the people who drive 
through, it has meant a lot 
to me to be a part of it — 
the life of Christ — in a 
small way.”

For more information, 

contact the church at 267-
7015.

Contact Staff Writer Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331, ext. 234  
or by e-mail at reporter@
bigspringherald.com.

News in brief
Severe thunderstorms cause injuries, 
destroy 2 houses in Grayson County

DENISON (AP) — Severe thunderstorms in Grayson 
County left an unknown number of people injured while 
totally destroying at least two houses and disrupting 
electricity for some residents, authorities said.

“We’re going from house to house” to check on people, 
said Lt. David Hawley with the Grayson County Sheriff’s 
Office.

He did not know the extent of the injuries. A dispatch-
er in the Sheriff’s Office said a house in Denison and 
one in Collinsville, located in southwestern Grayson 
County, were destroyed. She said at least one person 
was transported to a hospital but did not think the inju-
ries were life-threatening.

Hawley said the thunderstorms hit between 10-10:30 
p.m. Monday. He said the Denison Police Department 
had asked for assistance in coping with the thunder-
storms.

“One deputy did see the funnel cloud coming down. It 
could have been a tornado,” Hawley said.

Meteorologist Eric Martello with the National Weather 
Service in Fort Worth said officials will go out Tuesday 
morning and investigate the damage and make a deter-
mination on whether it was a tornado.

There were also reports of downed power lines and 
extensive roof damage in the county. The thunder-
storms moved in a northeasterly direction into 
Collinsville, Southmayd, northern Sherman and 
Denison, according to Chief Jeff Jones with the Sherman 
Fire Department. At least 2,000 people in Sherman and 
northern Grayson County were without electricity, he 
said. Utility crews were working to restore the electric-
ity. He said at least 20 homes sustained damage.

Family says Blackwater defendant 
wanted to become police officer

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Donald Ball, a 26-year-old 
decorated former Marine, was the only Blackwater 

Worldwide defendant allowed to keep a gun after his 
arrest on Monday. Ball packs a .40-caliber Glock as a 
justice-court bailiff.

“I’m not interested in unduly burdening Mr. Ball,” 
said federal Magistrate Paul Warner.

Warner said he was making an exception for Ball, one 
of five men charged with manslaughter in the 2007 
shooting on a busy Baghdad street that left 17 Iraqis 
dead. Assistant Attorney General Patrick Rowan said 
evidence in the case, however, could only prove the 
guards fatally shot 14, although he left open the possibil-
ity of future charges.

The five defendants were released without bond, and 
were set to plead not guilty Jan. 6 in Washington.

Ball, of West Valley City, Utah, declined comment on 
the advice of his lawyers, but his family members had 
plenty to say.

“Those things they’re saying about manslaughter 
should not be used in the same sentence as Don. It just 
shouldn’t. It’s wrong,” said his mother, Karen Ball, of 
West Jordan, Utah.

“It hurts these boys to think that the government has 
turned on them,” she told reporters.

Donald Ball was a veteran of three Iraq tours before he 
joined Blackwater.

Ball’s mother said her son was “the guy protecting us” 
and a man who wouldn’t want to hurt anyone.

NY police intensify search for would-be dancer 
from Texas who met sex offender in club

WHITE PLAINS, N.Y. (AP) — State police searched 
woods, trash bins and a septic system Monday near the 
home of a convicted sex offender who left a nightclub 
last week with a woman who hasn’t been seen since.

State police Capt. Wayne Olson said several women 
have come forward with information about the man, 
23-year-old Michael Mele, who has a record of sex crimes 
committed in the northern suburbs of New York City. 
Olson declined to elaborate on what the women told 

investigators.
Police had publicly requested that women who knew 

Mele come forward, given his history of sex offenses.
The missing woman, 25-year-old Laura Garza, was a 

newly transplanted New Yorker who had left a Texas 
border town with dreams of becoming a dancer.

She met Mele last week at the Marquee nightclub in 
Manhattan. They left together early Wednesday and 
were last seen a couple of hours later in his Infiniti 
sport utility vehicle, 70 miles north of Manhattan and 
not far from his Wallkill apartment.

On Monday, state police were still searching Mele’s 
SUV, his apartment and the surrounding area, but there 
was no sign of Garza, Olson said.

Mele, who owns a local Quiznos franchise, has not 
been charged in connection with Garza’s disappear-
ance. His lawyer, Craig Brown, declined to comment 
Monday about the investigation into her whereabouts.

Travis County authorities looking for suspect 
in slaying of 30-year-old restaurant employee

AUSTIN (AP) — Authorities searched Monday night 
for the person who opened fire at a new restaurant in 
Travis County, killing an employee and then fled in a 
car.

The Steiner Ranch Steakhouse was closed at the time 
of the Monday afternoon shooting in the Steiner Ranch 
subdivision.

Officials said the car seen leaving the restaurant was 
later found and a witness told authorities he saw a man 
go into a nearby wooded area, the Austin American-
Statesman reported in its online edition.

Authorities have not released the identify of the vic-
tim, a 30-year-old man.

“We are shocked and saddened by the tragic events 
that occurred today. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the victim, his family, and all of our employees,” Cosmo 
Palmieri, restaurant co-owner, said in an e-mail state-
ment to The Associated Press.

Holiday cheer means work for Waco’s homeless
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Freebies
FREE COMPUTERS. Ideal for 
kids to learn on. Call 
432-816-1223.

Announcements
MR./MRS./MISS 

BELKIS ROMERO
Please contact me at 

Eromero1968@yahoo.com or 
call 432-213-4028 between 
6pm to 10pm anytime. I re-
ceived something in the mail 
that belongs to you. 

VERY IMPORTANT
NOT A SCAM

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

TWO LOTS at Trinity Memorial 
Park, Garden of Macheelh, 
Asking $3,450. Call 
(979)798-1060.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN STATE bank is 
seeking a self-motivated em-
ployee with excellent sales, 
communications, and customer 
service skills to work a flexible 
part-time teller schedule. Credit 
and criminal checks are part of 
our application process. Apply 
at 1411 Gregg Street.

BIG SPRING Oil Company, 
needs experienced Tool 
Pusher. Must be able to pass 
drug test. Competitive salary 
and limited benefits. Most work 
within 60 miles of Big Spring or 
Snyder. Please send resume 
to: PO Box 1870, Big Spring, 
TX 79721.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a full-time RN 
Position. Great hours, friendly 
atmosphere and Benefits. 
Sign-On Bonus $2500.00. Call 
for appointment 
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

Help Wanted
BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a dependable, respon-
sible Full Time Office Clerk for 
a busy office. 40 Hour work 
week that will require Saturday 
work. Preferred candidates will 
possess Ten-key by touch, Ex-
cel, Word and other basic of-
fice skills. Professional tele-
phone skills necessary. Great 
benefits + Competitive hourly 
wage, depending on experi-
ence. Apply in person at 401 E. 
Interstate-20.

BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA
taking applications for Sales 
Clerk all shifts. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Apply at 
4911 South Hwy 87. No Phone 
Calls.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a LVN PRN 
Only. Great hours, friendly at-
mosphere. Call for appointment 
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

CDL Driver needed for 
Ameri-Tech Building Systmes. 
Must have clean driving record. 
Local hauls/ home most eve-
nings! Excellent pay and full 
range of benefits.

Apply in person at
Ameri-Tech 

Building Systems
5212 S. Service Rd/ E I-20
Big Spring, Texas 79720

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Police Officer 

$15.47-$16.25/hr
Jailer 

Temp/Wasterwater Plant Op. 
Water Treatment Plant Tech 

Communications Officer
IT Specialist

Senior Center Coordinator
Animal Control Officer

Heavy Equipment Operator
For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

Equal Opportunity Employer

Director of Maintenance:
Sands CISD has a position 
open for a Director of Mainte-
nance. Plumbing and electrical 
experience is required. Re-
sumes can be faxed to 
(432)353-4650 or mailed to 
P.O. Box 218, Ackerly, TX 
79713. For more information 
call (432)353-4888.

DISHWASHER NEEDED.
30/35 hrs per week. 
(432)466-9177.

NEED WATER Well pump per-
son. Call (432)517-0510.

Help Wanted

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

GARTMAN REFRIGERATION
need Certified HVAC and ex-
perienced plumber.   Apply in 
person,   3206 E. FM 700.

INFANT CAREGIVER, and a
Teacher for 2 year olds. 
Full-time.  Prefer 1 year experi-
ence, but will train. High School 
Diploma/ GED required. Apply 
in person, 1901 W. 16th, 
Learning Tree Academy.

MATURE CHRISTIAN person 
interested in substituting for 
Christian childcare enter. Expe-
rience preferred, but will train. 
Must be able to pass Criminal 
History Check and FBI finger-
print check. Apply in person at 
NHCS 118 Cedar Rd.

NEED 2 Backhoe operators 
with at lease 5 years experi-
ence. Must pass drug test. Call 
432-394-4161.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now seeking a 
full time Charge Nurse. We of-
fer competitive pay, Retire-
ment, Vacation, and a fun, 
friendly atmosphere. Apply in 
person or online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 
3200 Parkway, Big Spring, Tx. 
(432)263-4041.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

PLANT SUPERVISOR needed 
for Ameri-Tech Building Sys-
tems. Experience required in 
Portable Metal Building Manu-
facturing. Competitive Salary 
and Benefits available. Email to 
kwr_atbs@yahoo.com or fax to 
254-938-2762. EOE

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Avg. Pay $20/hr, $57K/yr in-
cluding Federal Benefits, OT. 
Placed by adSource, not affili-
ated w/ USPS who hires.   
1-866-795-4058.

Help Wanted
RAINBOW CHRISTIAN
Pre-School needs full-time 
Bus Driver/Caregiver. Experi-
ence a must! Come by 409 Go-
liad to apply.

RED DIRT Co. LLC is taking 
applications for and equipment 
operator, operator must run 
blade and dozer. Apply at 210 
Midway Road, Big Spring be-
tween the hours of 8:00 am 
and 3:00 pm Mon. thru Fri..

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full & 
Part time Cashiers. Apply in 
person at any Shell Star Stop 
in Big Spring. Drug Free Envi-
ronment.

WALL STREET DISASTER
GOT YOU WORRIED? TRY 
AVON! 3 Immediate openings 
in this area. 100% guaranteed 
product. Up to 50% commis-
sion on sales and your own 
purchases, free training, and 
discounted insurance. We still 
provide products that people 
need despite the bad economy. 
Call 432-270-2125 TODAY! 
(Independent Rep)

WANTED DRILLING Supervi-
sor with at least 7 years experi-
ence. For Sharp Image Energy 
Inc. Please send resumes  to 
P.O. Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

WANTED OIL and Gas Drilling 
Engineer with at least 7 years 
experience and Reservoir En-
gineer experience would be 
helpful in their job application. 
For Sharp Image Energy Inc. 
Please send resumes  to P.O. 
Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

Items for Sale
2 NEW Twin Mattress Sets, will 
separate, and take $95 per set. 
Factory Sealed. 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
Cherry sleigh-bed solid wood 
still in box with mattress set, 
both new $395. 432-664-8980.

4PC LEATHER Sofa and 
Love brand new has War-
ranty Will take $650. 
432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
3 pcs King Pillow Top Mattress 
Set still in plastic w/Factory 
Warranty. $235. 432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD FOR Sale. 
$300.00 per cord, $175.00  per 
half cord. Call 432-213-3399.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

NO SPRINGS or coils MEM-
ORY FOAM mattress set, pres-
sure relieving sleep, New with 
warranty, $385. 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
NEW Canopy Bed with Mat-
tress Set, Still pkgd brand new. 
$289. 432-664-8980.

QUEEN MATTRESS with box 
both are new with warranty. 
$135. Frame available. 
432-664-8980.
-----------------------------------------
Brand New 5pc Micro fiber 
Sofa/Love seat, with War-
ranty. $550. 432-664-8980.

SHELLED PECANS. Excellent 
quality. Call (432)267-1180 or 
(432)816-4644. Delivery twice 
weekly on orders over 2 lbs.

Lost and Found
LOST ON Roberts Dr. Black fe-
male cat with pink collar, tags 
& microchip. Answers  to “Mid-
night”. Call (432)263-2317.

Miscellaneous
4 POSTER oak bedroom set. 
NEW from mfg. $875. Can del. 
806-549-3110...........................
Merlot finish bedroom suite. 
Hardwood collection, metal 
glides. BOXED NEW!! $880. 
Can del 806-549-3110.............

BEDROOM SET- 5 pc, black 
uptown style. NEVER USED!! 
$550. Can del. 806-549-3110.

CHERRY BEDRM set, com-
plete 6-pc, NEW, BOXED, 
$650. Can del. 
806-549-3110...........................
Dining table, rich cherry finish 
& chairs. Brand New!! Can del. 
for Xmas. $270. 
806-549-3110...........................

FOR SALE, inventory for stain-
glass studio. Call 
(325)728-3909

On the Farm

EZELL KEY 
FEED & GRAIN

98 Lancaster
(432)267-8112

Big Spring, Texas 79720
NOW OPEN TILL 4:00PM 

ON SATURDAYS
We have Deer Corn $9.00

We also will be carring
Moormans Pig Feed

We have all your 
Feed Needs

COME SEE US!!!
MODEL 640 Ford Tractor. 
$2,400.00. Runs good. Call 
432-263-6297.

Pets
TOY POODLE puppies for 
sale. One black male, one 
brown female. 8 weeks old. 
Have puppy shots. $300. Full 
Blood. Both parents on site. 
(432)517-0073.

Real Estate for Rent
2200 SQ. ft. building for lease 
in a high traffic area @ 1307 
Gregg St.  Front & rear parking 
available.  Please contact Lucy 
@ 432-263-5000 for mor infor-
mation.

3 BDRM, 2 bath Brick home for 
Lease in quiet neighborhood. 2 
Living areas, fireplace, large 
sunroom and outdoor storage. 
References required. $900 per 
month. Contact Lucy @ 
432-263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

602 1/2 GEORGE- Close to 
College. 1 Bedroom House. 
Carport, CH/A. $550.00 month 
plus deposit. No pets. No HUD. 
Call (432)267-2296.

602 N Avenue G, Forsan. Nice 
3/2 doublewide. Fireplace, ap-
pliances, fenced backyard, 
central heat. No HUD or inside 
pets. $600. month, $500. de-
posit. (432)264-1422 
(432)466-9846.

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL!!
$100. off 1st month rent!

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2  Bdrm $395 month

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!
COAHOMA ISD 3 Bedroom 
1-1/2 bath, CH/A, fenced front 
yard. Call (432)714-4910.

Quiet Neighborhood- 1 Bdrm, 1 
bath. AC/Heating unit. Stove & 
refrigerator furnished. $425. 
Month, $250. deposit. No Pets. 
References required. Call 
(432)816-3610 serious inquires 
only.

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale
1 ACRE with water well and 
septic. $8,750., 8/10th of acre 
for $5,000..................................
Mobile home Space for rent. 
$150.00 month & up. Call 
(254)643-1145.

5.8 ACRES, 2 miles North of 
Town. $12,000.00. Call 
(432)213-1187.

BY OWNER---- 2600 Carelton 
3 Bedroom, 2 bath w/covered 
carport. New A/C unit. New 
carpet and paint. All New Appli-
ances. Remodeled kitchen and 
baths. No Owner Financing. 
Please call 432-213-2681.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm. Only 
$33,120!  Must see! For listings 
800-544-6258 ext. F906.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED 
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low 
Down Payment. Bad Credit 
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.

LARGE 4 Bedroom, 3 bath, 4 
car garage, fireplace in living 
room and basement. Amenity 
Galore. 3 plus acres, 2 large 
shops and Rentals. Coahoma 
School District. Reduced 
$275,000. Owner Finance Call 
(254)643-1145.

OWNER FINANCE, 3,000 sq. 
ft. duplex. $6,750. down, $800. 
per month. Call (432)714-4555.

OWNER FINANCE. Brick Du-
plex 3/2 & 3/1. $746.14 per 
month. 2528 & 2530 Fairchild 
Dr. Call (432)816-9591

SALE BY Owner: Remodeled 
4/2/2 2495 sq. ft. home with 3 
living areas. New patio and 
large storage building. Land-
scaped, with large oak trees 
and well maintained yard. 
Quiet street, great for young 
family. 432-213-3544.

OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
WILL PUT up Christmas Deco-
rations- lights, yard deco, etc. 
Call Justen at 432-264-7523.

Vehicles
2005 HONDA Shadow 600 
motorcycle. New tires, wind-
shield and bags. Low mileage. 
$4,000. Call 432-263-4172.

2007 CHEVROLET Suburban 
LS, maroon/ tan, 25,000 miles. 
$22,000. Call (432)517-0383.

We Can Save 
You Money By

Advertising
Your Business

In Our
Professional 

Service
Directory! 

Call 
263-7331

for more
information.

(432) 263-1284 110 W. Marcy
Big Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

NEED ROOM FOR A BIG FAMILY? Take a look at this 5 bedroom, 3 bath 
tri-level located in wonderful neighborhood. Formal living, gameroom, 
garden/sunroom, fireplace, covered patio, spa/hot tub, 3 car garage. 
Corner lot with lovely landscaping.

Call Shirley Burgess @ (432) 935-2088 for an appointment today.

2102 ALLENDALE 15008

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2004 Dodge Half-Ton Crew - 
38K, Local One Owner,
Hemi..

$13,995

2007 Buick Lucerne - 56K, 
Local One Owner, Loaded,
Factory Navigation.

2007 GMC Envoy Denali - 
35K, Local One Owner.

$27,995

2005 Pontiac Bonneville SLE
31,700 Local One Owner.

$13,995

2004 GMC 1/2 Ton Crew Cab 
Z-71 - Local One Owner, 
81,690 Miles.

    $16,995

PONTIAC GMC

263-7625 888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

18932

$19,995

SALE$11,500

SALE$16,995

SALE$10,995

SALE$11,995

SALE$23,995

SOLD

        



Doris Kearns Goodwin 
could not have asked 
for more. 

The author of “Team 
of Rivals: The Political Genius of 
Abraham Lincoln,” published in 
2006, is making headlines once 
again for her fore-
sight, as well as her 
knowledge of history, 
in light of President-
elect Barack Obama’s 
decision to surround 
himself with his for-
mer rivals, including 
Vice President-elect 
Joe Biden, Secretary 
of State-designate 
Hillary Clinton, and 
now Secretary of 
Commerce-designate 
Bill Richardson.

The missing man in all of this is, 
of course, John Edwards, who was 
far more formidable a candidate 
than either Biden or Richardson, 
and whose endorsement of Obama 
last May was at least as significant 
for the president-elect as 
Richardson’s. 

Edwards had long been men-
tioned as a logical choice for attor-
ney general, a spot that has already 
been filled. His commitment to deal 
with poverty would make him a log-
ical choice for Health and Human 
Services. But his problem isn’t 
competence or experience. 

Should Edwards’ personal stupidi-

ty — his involvement with a wacky 
videographer, who may (if you 
believe the tabloids) or may not 
(according to her, and him, but 
what do you think they’d say) be 
the mother of his illegitimate child 
— cost him a seat at the table? 

If he has something to add — and 
I think he does — should he be dis-
qualified from doing so because he 
is a lying lout? 

Washington is full of lying louts. 
Many of them are called “distin-
guished gentlemen.” Now that 
Congress has more women, my 
guess is there are more female ver-
sions of the lying lout. Although, I 
am sexist, or realistic, enough to 
believe that there are real gender 
differences in this regard. 

If all the lying louts were disquali-
fied from holding high elective or 
appointive office, the Capitol would 
shut down. 

Edwards’ case is arguably differ-
ent on two accounts: 1) because the 
affair may have produced a child 
that we know about — as opposed 
to all the affairs that produce chil-
dren we don’t know about, and 2) 
because his wife is and was, at least 
when he went to visit the videogra-
pher in Beverly Hills last summer, 
suffering from incurable breast 
cancer. 

She also happens to be one great 
dame, who campaigned for her hus-
band tirelessly even after her can-
cer recurred, and who had to bury 

her teenage son — every parent’s 
worst nightmare — thus making 
her an all-around lousy person to be 
a lout to, as her husband surely 
was.

But isn’t that between the two of 
them? Isn’t all of it fundamentally 
none of our business?

Ask around at any newsroom or 
Senate office, and I will tell you 
what the answer will be: There 
should be a line between public and 
private. Private affairs, even or 
especially that kind of affair, 
should be private. 

Certainly this is the rule that the 
media apply to themselves, as do 
the distinguished gentlemen and 
ladies on Capitol Hill — until and 
unless they are caught in bath-
rooms or chat rooms. 

Poll the public, and we all claim 
to agree. 

So where is John Edwards? Why 
no place for one of the most talent-
ed of Obama’s rivals on the team of 
rivals? Is the answer that Edwards 
was a lout, or that the rest of us are 
hypocrites? I tend to think it may 
be the latter. 

To find out more about Susan 
Estrich and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate 
website at www.creators.com. 

COPYRIGHT 2008 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE INC.
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While violence in Iraq has dimin-
ished to levels comparable to early 
2004, violence in Afghanistan has 
intensified.

Given the considerable challenges involved, the 
Pentagon is right to plan on beefing up U.S. forc-
es in Afghanistan in response to a request from 
the top ground commander, Gen. David 
McKiernan. 

But it’s far too early to attempt talks with the 
Taliban, as some have suggested.

Under the Pentagon plan, more than 20,000 
troops will be deployed to Afghanistan over the 
next year to 18 months. 

The additional forces will include four combat 
brigades and attack helicopter units, along with 
support and reconnaissance troops. More train-
ers will be deployed to help strengthen Afghan 
forces.

Currently, there are about 34,000 U.S. troops 
and 30,000 other foreign troops in Afghanistan.

This may be a less controversial war than the 
conflict in Iraq. 

But while the counterinsurgency goal is the 
same — protect the population — the job in 
Afghanistan is in many ways even more impos-
ing.

Afghanistan is larger than Iraq. The population 
is more numerous, but more widely dispersed. 
Many Afghans live in villages of only a few hun-
dred people. The road network and basic infra-
structure are more primitive than in Iraq. The 
mountainous terrain in Afghanistan is more for-
midable.

Taliban units can be re-supplied from safe 
havens in Pakistan. And Afghan forces - army 
and police - number only 150,000 while the com-
parable number in Iraq is 500,000.

Appropriately, U.S. troops are being told to pre-
pare for a long fight in Afghanistan and not to 
expect victory in a single tour of duty.

In recent weeks, some policymakers have 
argued that talking to the Taliban might be 
worthwhile. Some insurgents, in this view, might 
be convinced to cease fighting.

However, it would be best to put off any such 
effort until the position of the U.S.-led coalition is 
significantly stronger.

Currently, many Taliban see themselves on the 
winning side. They aren’t likely to change until 
the coalition clearly gains the upper hand.

The Kansas City Star

If you’re not a “Star Trek” 
fan, you might not get this, 
but as I’ve watched 
President-elect Barack 

Obama these past few weeks, I feel 
as if the country is passing the 
torch from the brash, rule-breaking 
Capt. James T. Kirk, whose 
Starship Enterprise boldly went 
where no man had gone before in 
the original sci-fi series, to the 
more cerebral gover-
nance of Capt. Jean-
Luc Picard, who ran 
the Enterprise not so 
much as his merry 
ship but as a cutting-
edge corporate ven-
ture, which culled 
databases and held 
meetings to brain-
storm possible 
responses to new 
challenges. (Note: 
when “Star Trek: The 
Next Generation” first aired in 
1987, viewers didn’t look at corpo-
rate execs as greed-filled panic-
fueled incompetents.) 

Obama made some savvy addi-
tions to his new crew.

Hillary Rodham Clinton as secre-
tary of state? A smart political 
move. For Obama’s foreign policy 
to succeed abroad, he needs sup-
port at home. Clinton in the Senate 
would have a stake in Obama fail-
ure, but Clinton at the helm of the 
State Department will have a stake 
in Obama’s success, and no incen-
tive to undermine it.

Poor Joe Biden. With Hillary 
Clinton in charge, it looks as if he 
will be attending funerals — not, as 
he may have imagined, pontificat-
ing and passing on to a less-sea-
soned president-in-training his 
sage advice on foreign policy, such 
as his plan to partition Iraq in 

three.  
Obama’s decision to keep on 

Defense Secretary Robert Gates has 
angered the anti-war left, as it sig-
nals that Obama is prepared to 
drop his pledge to withdraw U.S. 
combat troops from Iraq within 16 
months ñ two brigades per month 
— of taking office. I’m thrilled. 
Gates would not agree to stay if he 
expected a precipitous troop with-
drawal. 

Thus, the big question about 
Obama has been answered: While 
Democrats — even Clinton and 
Biden, who both voted to authorize 
the war — may play the blame 
game with Bush about Iraq, Obama 
understands that if Iraq collapses 
after U.S. troops are withdrawn, 
then it won’t matter who started 
the war. America loses, and he 
loses. 

Now the question is: When did 
Obama know he would not honor 
his hard timeline pledge — during 
the primary, as I suspect, or over 
time, as the Bush-Gates troop surge 
brought about increased security 
in Iraq? Either way, Obama is 
where he should be on the issue.

As for Obama’s national security 
adviser nominee, James L. Jones 
Jr.: It turns out that, to the horror 
of some enviroes, Jones is involved 
with Chevron and the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce on the glob-
al warming issue. It’s like 
Christmas for global-warming 
skeptics. 

On foreign policy, the left will 
have to content itself with Obama 
talking with Iran — the left loves 
talks — and honoring his pledge to 
close Guantanamo Bay. Meanwhile, 
the rest of us will have to cross our 
fingers and hope the number of 
released Gitmo inmates who have 
been killed or captured fighting 

with terrorists abroad does not 
climb above the June count of 13. 
Beware: A Pentagon fact sheet esti-
mated that 7 percent of released 
Gitmo detainees returned to terror-
ist activities. 

Obama’s pick for attorney general 
— Eric Holder, formerly of the 
Clinton Justice Department — 
promises to disappoint some on the 
left and on the right. Holder’s role 
in the 2001 Clinton pardon of fugi-
tive financier Marc Rich showed a 
smarmy side of Obama’s would-be 
top lawman. Yes, recent presidents 
— both Bushes, Bill Clinton, Gerald 
Ford — have pardoned political 
allies who broke the law. While it 
is not pretty, the practice has prec-
edent, and does temper efforts to 
criminalize politics. 

The Rich pardon broke the mold. 
When Holder issued a “neutral, 
leaning toward” favorable apprais-
al of Rich’s pardon request, he did 
so without a full briefing from fed-
eral prosecutors, in complete disre-
gard of Rich’s fugitive status and 
despite intelligence reports that 
Rich had done business with rogue 
states Iraq and Iran. 

As Rep. Lamar Smith, R-Texas, 
told the New York Times, “If a 
Republican official had engaged in 
this kind of activity, he would 
never receive Senate confirma-
tion.” 

I believe Smith is right.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To find 
out more about Debra J. Saunders, 
and read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2008 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE, INC.
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Letter policies

How To Contact Us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer 

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan at 
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street 

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per 

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone 

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-mailed 
to editor@bigspringherald.com
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e : 
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:   $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NAIL SALON

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses • Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

Reduced
1003, 1011 E. 11th
11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

YOUR AD

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

LAWN CARE
FALL CLEANUP

Rake Leaves, Hauling
Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service

816-6150 or
267-5460

FREE ESTIMATES 18675

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33

8

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

HOME IMPROVEMENT

L & R 
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home 
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions, 

Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone, 
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets, 
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540
or E-mail us at

lrconstruction@suddenlink.net 10
83

1

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

ROOFING

Schaefer & Co.
Roofing & Remodeling

Composition, Metal, & Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES
Work Guaranteed

Call Larry
432-213-6509 13

27
2

WEBSITE

The
Big Spring 

Herald
CHECK OUT OUR

WEBSITE:

www.bigspringherald.com

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z
Chimney, Air Duct 

Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes, 
Carpets, etc.

INSURED

1-866-843-1837 17
95

9

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heaters
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heater
Parts and Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117
18

30
3

FIREWOOD
Seasoned Oak Firewood

1 Cord Delivered - $325.00
1 Cord Pick Up - $275.00

1/2 Cord Delivered - $180.00
1/2 Cord Pick Up - $140.00

Local can pick up in Big Spring
Call Dustin

(432) 557-2897 or
213-3601 18472

HOUSEKEEPING

PROFESSIONAL 
HOUSE 

CLEANING
References Available

Fair Prices &
 Quality Work

CALL
(432) 213-599118477

THIS SPACE COULD  BE YOUR AD
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE

       All types of concrete
                  Bldgs, Slabs,
                Driveways, etc.
Quality And Professionial 

Work.
Call Roman 

(432) 556-390318905

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980



Congress, White House nearing deal on 
$15 billion bailout for Big Three automakers

WASHINGTON (AP) — A federal “car czar” would 
oversee a government-run restructuring of U.S. auto 
companies in return for a $15 billion bailout of the belea-
guered industry under an emerging deal between the 
White House and Congress.

Negotiators worked through the night Monday nar-
rowing differences on a bill to rush short-term loans to 
the struggling carmakers through a plan that requires 
that the industry reinvent itself to survive — and pay 
back the government if it doesn’t. The package could 
come to a vote as early as Wednesday.

The measure would put a government overseer named 
by President George W. Bush in charge of setting guide-
lines for an industrywide overhaul, with the power to 
revoke the loans if the automakers fail to do what’s nec-
essary to become viable. The White House was seeking 
tougher consequences, including allowing the overseer 
— being called a car czar — to force the companies into 
bankruptcy if they weren’t doing enough to cut labor 
costs, restructure their debt and downsize to stay 
afloat.

Despite optimism on both sides that Congress and the 
White House could reach a swift agreement on the mea-
sure, it was still a tough sell on Capitol Hill. With law-
makers in both parties still bitter over the Bush admin-
istration’s use of the $700 billion Wall Street bailout, 
many of them were preparing to hold their noses and 
vote for yet another federal rescue to avert deeper eco-
nomic disaster.

“While we take no satisfaction in loaning taxpayer 
money to these companies, we know it must be done,” 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., said. “This 
is no blank check or blind hope.”

Funeral to be held for teen killed in police 
shooting that set off massive riots in Greece

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — Authorities across Greece 
braced for further violence Tuesday, as the funeral 
takes place of a 15-year-old boy whose shooting by police 
sparked the country’s worst riots in decades.

Three successive nights of widespread burning and 
looting have left stores and buildings gutted across 
Athens, and serious damage in Greece’s other main cit-
ies. 

The widely televised scenes of destruction are likely to 
further undermine a conservative government already 
rocked by financial scandals and clinging to a razor-

thin majority of just one seat in the 300-member 
Parliament.

Prime Minister Costas Karamanlis said there would 
be no leniency for the rioters.

“No one has the right to use this tragic incident as an 
alibi for actions of raw violence, for actions against 
innocent people, their property and society as a whole, 
and against democracy,” he said after an emergency 
meeting with the country’s president, Karolos 
Papoulias.

“I assured the president that no leniency will be toler-
ated in holding people accountable.”

Blackwater guards face Washington trial for 
unprovoked, fatal attacks of Iraqis in 2007

WASHINGTON (AP) — Five Blackwater Worldwide 
guards charged with the unprovoked shooting that 
killed 14 innocent Iraqis and wounded dozens of others 
in 2007 will get their day in a Washington court after 
unsuccessfully trying to move the trial to Utah.

A federal judge on Monday ordered the guards to 
report Jan. 6 to a District of Columbia courthouse, 
where they are expected to plead not guilty.

The decision came hours after prosecutors announced 
charges against the guards that carry mandatory 30-year 
prison terms for the wild gunfire and grenade attacks 
on a Baghdad street.

The guards “must be held accountable for their actions, 
not just for the integrity of the American people, but for 
the Iraqi men, women and children whose lives have 
been destroyed,” FBI Assistant Director Joseph 
Persichini said at a Justice Department news confer-
ence in Washington.

The five Blackwater guards — all decorated military 
veterans — declined comment as they surrendered in 
federal court in Utah. 

They maintain they were protecting themselves from 
what they believed was an imminent car bomb attack.

Accused 9/11 plotters want to confess, throw-
ing Guantanamo Bay trial into confusion

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba (AP) — 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed said Monday he will confess 
to masterminding the Sept. 11 attacks, throwing his 
death-penalty trial into disarray and shocking victims’ 
relatives who watched from behind a glass partition.

Four other men also abandoned their defenses, in 
effect daring the Pentagon to grant their wish for mar-
tyrdom. The judge ordered lawyers to advise him by 

Jan. 4 whether the Pentagon can apply the death penalty 
— which military prosecutors are seeking — without a 
jury trial.

“When they admitted their guilt, my reaction was, 
‘Yes!’ My inclination was to jump up and say ‘Yay!’ But 
I managed to maintain my decorum,” said Maureen 
Santora, of Long Island City, New York, whose fire-
fighter son Christopher died responding to the World 
Trade Center attacks.

Santora was one of nine victims’ relatives watching 
the proceedings, the first time relatives of the 2,975 
people killed in the attacks have been allowed to observe 
the war-crimes trials. 

She watched from the back of the courtroom, wearing 
black and clutching a photo of her son in uniform.

Alice Hoagland of Redwood Estates, California, whose 
son Mark Bingham was on United Flight 93 whose pas-
sengers fought hijackers before it crashed in rural 
Pennsylvania, said the defendants should not be execut-
ed and become martyrs.

Military jet crashes in San Diego, killing 3, 
leaving 1 missing and 2 homes destroyed

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Residents near Marine Corps Air 
Station Miramar are accustomed to loud, low-flying 
military jets, but they immediately knew something 
was wrong when they heard the skies thunder. The 
explosions came moments later.

After the pilot safely ejected, an F/A-18D Hornet fight-
er jet crashed in the street of a quiet neighborhood 
Monday and tore into a home with four people inside, 
authorities said. Three people — a mother, one of her 
children and a grandmother — were killed, Fire 
Department spokesman Maurice Luque said. Another 
child was missing, and rescue crews planned to resume 
searching Tuesday morning.

Two homes were destroyed and three damaged in the 
neighborhood of half-million dollar houses.

“It happened in a split second — boom, boom, boom,” 
said Alain Blanc, 64, a retired photographer who lives 
next to the destroyed homes and was working on his 
computer. “The whole house started shaking and rock-
ing.”
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$400 REWARD
FOR FINDING AND SAFELY RETURNING

OUR MISSING BRITTANY SPANIEL
2 Year Old Male Brittany Spaniel Dog (Liver and White)

Small Build ( @ 30 pounds) / Wearing a red collar with no tags.

Last seen on 11/21/08 near Jeffrey Rd.
Please Call: 416-0118 or 263-0926

if you have any information about the
whereabouts of our “Luke”.

THANKS.
18

85
9

Phone: (432) 263-5517                                         1701 Lancaster
                                                               Big Spring, TX 79720

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider” 15020

www.kellynewtoninsurance.com

Merry Christmas

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR

DEALER

3206 E. F.M. 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E 3
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News in brief
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Annie’s Mailbox ®: Advice for those in need

By LINDA LOMBARDI
The Associated Press

Brother, can you spare
a twisty-tie?

Hard economic times
can mean fewer holiday
gifts — for your pets, too.
Fortunately, cats were
into recycling and
repurposing long before
“green” became the latest
buzzword.

If you’ve ever seen
your cat walk past a nice
stuffed mouse to bat
around one of those wire
twisty-ties that close a
loaf of bread, why not
take the hint? Here’s
what your feline family
really wants you to do for
the holidays:

Get milk! Or juice, as
long as it’s in a plastic
jug. Those little caps
make great toys,
especially the kind with
the tear-off plastic strip.

Drink wine to relax. If
watching your portfolio
crash means you’re going
through more wine these
days, you’ve also got
more corks for your cat
to bat around.

Wear your wristwatch,
even if you can’t afford
new batteries. On a
sunny day, you can get
the sun to reflect off it
and make a spot of light
that your cat will chase

around the floor and
walls — just like a laser
pointer, but totally free.

Let your hair grow
long. You’ll save money
on haircuts, and once it’s
long enough for a
ponytail, you can share
your hair ribbons.
Cassandra Zaruba of
Westminster, Md., has a
cat that loves a particular
kind of hair ribbon.

“I keep them in a
Rubbermaid box, and a
sure way to lure her out
of any hiding place is to
pop the lid of that box,”
she says.

(Don’t do this with
rubber bands, which
some cats might be
tempted to eat.)

Buy presents for other
people. Not because your
cat is so generous, but
because your cat will
enjoy trying to help wrap
presents. Tear off a piece
of the wrapping paper
and crunch it up on ball
for her to chase around.
When you run out, try
aluminum foil or candy
wrappers.

Shop by mail. Online
or catalog, it doesn’t
matter what you buy as
long as it’s delivered in a
box. Leave the empty
shipping carton on the
floor or a table, and cats

are sucked in as if by a
magical force.

But shop local, too.
Your cat doesn’t give a
fig about keeping
independent
neighborhood shops in
business, but you’ll bring
things home in paper
bags that are great for
hiding in and make that
irresistible crinkly noise.

It’s OK if you have to
cut back on the shopping,
because you only need a
few of those boxes and
bags. “What I’ve
discovered is that if you
move them to a different
location, the cats think
they’re brand new and
will start playing with
them again,” says Karen
Duvall of Bend, OR.

Don’t forget that many
activities that you think
are chores are really cat
games: You want to tie
your shoes; your cat will
want to bat the shoelaces.
You want to change the
sheets on your bed; you
cat will want to play hide
and seek.

Speaking of beds, there
is also no need to buy a
special kitty bed.

Cats love to lie on
things on top of other
things, no matter their
texture or height: lying
on a shirt that’s on the

bed is better than lying
on any other spot on the
bed, even if they’re made
of nearly identical fabric.
A magazine on a table,
even a piece of paper on
the floor — if it’s flat
enough to lie on and it’s
on top of something else,
it’s a free cat bed.

Kyle McCowin of
Arlington ,Va., has
noticed this phenomenon,
and wondered, is there
such a thing as too much
“on-topness”?

“Like is a magazine on
a newspaper on a shirt on
the bed better than just a
shirt on the bed, or is
that too many layers?”
says McCowin. “These
are the questions that
keep me up at night.”

And if other worries
are keeping you up at
night, you can both make
use of another
arrangement that pleases
cats: read. Your cat loves
to get in the way of a
good read.

When your cat sits on
the newspaper, don’t
push him away. He’ll be
happy at no cost - and
maybe skipping that bad
economic news will be
good for your mood too.

® 2008 The Associated
Press.

AP Photo/Stace Maude
Lucy the cat hides out in a paper bag in West Milford, N.J. Bring things home in paper bags which are
great for hiding in and make that irresistible crinkly noise. 

Recession-proof cat toys

Dear Margo: I am 50 and
recently married for the
first time. My husband is
66. I find when we are
alone — say, in a hotel
room or vacationing — the
sex is great. When we are
at home (the one he shared
with his first wife and still
shares with his 26-year-old
daughter), nothing
happens. We are trying to
sell the
house, but
the daughter
will not
leave. She
doesn’t have
a job, never
did have a
job, and her
dad supports
her like a
teenager — I
mean cell
phone,
Internet, the
works. Her mother has
remarried, and of course
the new husband doesn’t
want the daughter around.
I want to have a sexual
relationship with my
husband before it’s too
late. — Angela

Dear Ange: You’ve gotta
unload the house and the
daughter. Either that or be
on vacation most of the
year. It seems quite
obvious that the kid in the
house is inhibiting your
husband. 

When you do sell the
house, I suggest an
apartment just big enough
for the two of you. If he is
inclined to support her in
her own place, that’s up to
him. What your spouse
needs to understand (and
perhaps a neutral third-
party professional could
help) is that your marriage
may not make it if this 20-
something infantilized,
indulged teenager
continues to rule the roost. 

The real questions for
your husband are these:
Does he enjoy having sex,
and does he wish to have a
successful marriage? He
has to face the situation
head-on. Good luck. —
Margo, resolutely 

Aged Parents and
Mistaken Memories 
Dear Margo: I’m 60,

with parents in their 90s.
They treated me terribly
when I was a teenager, so I
left as soon as I was able.
When I was in my 20s, my
only other sibling, a
brother, was killed in a car
accident. 

He was the favored
child, and my parents were
devastated. After that I felt
sympathetic toward them
for the loss of their son,
and also for the fact that
they had lost many family
members in the Holocaust,
including my mother’s
parents. When I was in my
30s, I became a single
mother, and my parents,
who had moved to
Germany, visited every
couple of years. 

I always suffered severe
anxiety during their stays,
but they were loving
toward their grandson so I
put up with it. Now they
live in an assisted living
community in Germany
and are well taken care of.
I went to visit them there
a few years ago, and they
paraded me around to
everyone and acted like we
were very close — even
making up past incidents
that would be typical of a
loving family. 

Ever since then they
have come to believe this
fiction, claiming they had
always treated me in the
most loving way. When I
mentioned incidents that
disproved this, they denied
they ever happened. I
stopped challenging the
lies because it was useless
and just upset them. 

However, I’m most
uncomfortable with this
pretend familial love. I can
manage their weekly
phone calls, but I really
don’t want to visit them
again. I just retired and

am looking forward to
doing things I enjoy, but
they are pressuring me to
come see them now that I
have more time. What do
you think I should I do? —
Can’t Pretend Anymore 

Dear Can’t: With
parents in their 90s, it is a
safe bet that their make-
believe memories are a
combination of regret,
putting on a good face for
their associates and
senility. 

Given your feelings and
the fact that you live in
different countries, I
would stick with the phone
calls and resist more
visits. There is a chance, if
they are in fact suffering
from dementia, that your
actual visit would not be
all that meaningful ... or
even remembered. —
Margo, realistically ***

Doctor? Mother? A
Personal Choice

Dear Margo: I have a
26-year-old sister who was
halfway through medical
school before she decided
to drop out and have two
children. Initially, my
family was shocked and
angry, as she did not
reveal her pregnancy until
her first baby was born —
but like most families,
we’ve come to respect and
support her decision. 

I, however, am still
puzzled over why she did
such an unimaginable
thing. My sister graduated
at the top of her class from
a top-tier college and
aspired to be a
neurosurgeon. 

We occasionally talk
about her decision to drop
out, and my sister’s
response is always, “I’m
happier being a mom. I did
what made me happy.” She
says she feels more
successful being a stay-at-
home mom and raising
two kids, but I think a
successful person is
someone who’s able to
balance their professional
career and personal life.
Am I right? — String
Theorist

Dear String: It is
interesting that what is
“unimaginable” to you was
a no-brainer for your
sister. 

I know people who have
graduated from med school
and then gone on to be
authors, screenwriters or
lawyers. My own daughter
chose to forgo children and
opted to become an M.D. I
am for people doing what
gives them the most
pleasure. In your sister’s
case, she opted for
children, and from what
you say, she sounds quite
content with her decision.
I’m not sure why you and
your parents are so het-up
about this. 

The fact that no one
knew about the pregnancy
until there was a baby
suggests to me that your
sister was well aware of
everyone’s feelings about
her career. And life is
long, my friend. Her
children will not be young
forever, and then, who
knows? She may take her
interrupted
science/medical education
in another direction. 

I do think that being a
dedicated mother is every
bit as valuable as being a
physician. As for your
question about what
constitutes a successful
life, your definition of
balancing professional and
personal is strictly your
own; there are no “rules”
for this. — Margo,
inclusively

Dear Margo is written
by Margo Howard, Ann
Landers’ daughter. All
letters must be sent via e-
mail to
dearmargo@creators.com.
Due to a high volume of e-
mail, not all letters will be
answered.

® 2008 MARGO HOWARD
DISTRIBUTED BY

CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC.

MMARGOARGO
HHOWARDOWARD

Little Pitchers
Have Big Ears

Dear Annie: Albert
Schweitzer once said,
“Sometimes our light
goes out, but it is blown
again into flame by an
encounter with another
human being.” The
darkness that sets in
when a child has died is
all too well-known by
members of The
Compassionate Friends,
the world’s largest self-
help bereavement
organization for families
that have had a child die.

We also know that the
holidays can be especially
difficult for the bereaved.
At this traditional family
time of the year, we offer
the opportunity for
grieving families to come
together on one day to
celebrate the life, love
and light of those
children gone much too
soon — to have that light
blown again into flame by
an encounter with
another human being.

The 12th annual
Worldwide Candle
Lighting will take place
on Sunday, Dec. 14. This
candle lighting, believed
to be the largest mass
candle lighting in the
world, will be held for
one hour at 7 p.m. local
time around the world,
creating a virtual wave of
light. 

It symbolizes that the
light of these precious
children will forever be
held within the hearts of
many. To post a
memorial service event
or to find an event
locally, your readers may
visit our website at

www.compassiontefriend
s.org.

Last year, The
Compassionate Friends
was made aware of, and
listed on its website,
nearly 500 formal services
from around the world
that took place
throughout the day. Tens
of thousands of candles
were also lit in memory
of children around the
globe in small
gatherings and
in the privacy
of homes. 

Available
also on Dec. 14
from our
website will be
a
Remembrance
Book for
family
members to
share their
feelings and
post a
memorial
message
during that 24-
hour period.

We appreciate your
making readers aware of
this meaningful day of
remembrance that is held
Ö so that their light may
always shine. — Patricia
Loder, executive director,
The Compassionate
Friends/USA

Dear Patricia Loder:
The death of one’s child
— at any age — is
devastating. The
Worldwide Candle
Lighting is a magnificent
opportunity for the
bereaved and their
friends and family
members to honor and be

part of a community of
others who are paying
tribute to loved ones. We
hope our readers will
look at your website and
participate in this event,
whether as part of a
group or in the privacy of
their own homes, and
remember all the
children who have died.

Dear Annie: I left my
husband a month ago and

have done
my best to
make it
clear that I
no longer
want a life
with him.
He did not
cheat or
abuse me,
but our
lifestyles
are
incompat-
ible. I do
not foresee
reconcil-
iation. 

Still, my
soon-to-be

ex continues to call and
tell me how his day went
and what’s going on at
his job.

How can I make the
separation any clearer
without being overly
harsh? We have two
young children, and I
would like our
relationship to be civil
but distant. —Trying To
Cut the Cord

Dear Trying: It is in
your children’s best
interest for you to
maintain a reasonably
friendly relationship with
their father, who

obviously needs more
time to adjust to the
separation. A month isn’t
that long. 

He misses you, but will
eventually call less
frequently as he moves
on with his life.
Meanwhile, we hope you
can be patient and allow
him to continue calling to
briefly discuss his day. 

After you’ve let him
talk for a few minutes,
put the children on the
phone so they can speak
to Daddy. When they are
finished, tell him, “I’m
really busy now. I’ll talk
to you another time.”

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your
questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.
net, or write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190,
Chicago, IL 60611.

To find out more
about Annie’s Mailbox,
and read features by
other Creators Syndicate
writers and cartoonists,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

® 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.
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NOBODY ASKS FOR IT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312
Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring
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For only $25, record a 
30 second Video Greeting

For more information Contact: Kim Klug @ 263-7331
www.bigspringherald.com

The Holidays
Greeting Video 
To Be Posted at 

bigspringherald.com
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Dogs have sense of fair play, too, it seems
By RANDOLPH E. SCHMID 
AP Science Writer

WASHINGTON — No fair!
What parent hasn’t heard that 

from a child who thinks another 
youngster got more of some-
thing. Well, it turns out dogs can 
react the same way.

Ask them to do a trick and 
they’ll give it a try. For a reward, 
sausage say, they’ll happily keep 
at it.

But if one dog gets no reward, 
and then sees another get sau-
sage for doing the same trick, 
just try to get the first one to do 
it again.

Indeed, he may even turn away 
and refuse to look at you.

Dogs, like people and monkeys, 
seem to have a sense of fair-
ness.

“Animals react to inequity,” 
said Friederike Range of the 
University of Vienna, Austria, 

who lead a team of researchers 
testing animals at the school’s 
Clever Dog Lab. “To avoid stress, 
we should try to avoid treating 
them differently.”

Similar responses have been 
seen in monkeys.

Range said she wasn’t sur-
prised at the dogs reactiovn, 
since wolves are known to coop-
erate with one another and 
appear to be sensitive to each 
other. Modern dogs are descend-
ed from wolves.

Next, she said, will be experi-
ments to test how dogs and 
wolves work together. “Among 
other questions, we will investi-
gate how differences in emotions 
influence cooperative abilities,” 
she said via e-mail.

In the reward experiments 
reported in Tuesday’s edition of 
Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, Range and 
colleagues experimented with 

dogs that understood the com-
mand “paw,” to place their paw 
in the hand of a researcher. It’s 
the same game as teaching a dog 
to “shake hands.”

Those that refused at the start 
— and one border collie that 
insisted on trying to herd other 
dogs — were removed. That left 
29 dogs to be tested in varying 
pairs.

The dogs sat side-by-side with 
an experimenter in front of 
them. In front of the experiment-
er was a divided food bowl with 
pieces of sausage on one side 
and brown bread on the other.

The dogs were asked to shake 
hands and each could see what 
reward the other received.

When one dog got a reward 
and the other didn’t, the unre-
warded animal stopped playing.

When both got a reward all 
was well.

One thing that did surprise the 

researchers was that — unlike 
primates — the dogs didn’t seem 
to care whether the reward was 
sausage or bread.

Possibly, they suggested, the 
presence of a reward was so 
important it obscured any pref-
erence. 

Other possibilities, they said, 
are that daily training with their 
owners overrides a preference, 
or that the social condition of 
working next to a partner 
increased their motivation 
regardless of which reward they 
got.

And the dogs never rejected 
the food, something that pri-
mates had done when they 
thought the reward was unfair.

The dogs, the researchers said, 
“were not willing to pay a cost 
by rejecting unfair offers.”

Clive Wynne, an associate pro-
fessor in the psychology depart-
ment of the University of Florida, 

isn’t so sure the experiment 
measures the animals reaction 
to fairness.

“What it means is individuals 
are responding negatively to 
being treated less well,” he said 
in a telephone interview.

But the researchers didn’t do a 
control test that had been done 
in monkey studies, Wynne said, 
in which a preferred reward was 
visible but not given to anyone.

In that case the monkeys went 
on strike because they could see 
the better reward but got some-
thing lesser.

In dogs, he noted, the quality 
of reward didn’t seem to matter, 
so the test only worked when 
they got no reward at all, he 
said.

However, Wynne added, there 
is “no doubt in my mind that 
dogs are very, very sensitive to 
what people are doing and are 
very smart.”

A job with a view
HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Russell Tucker paints the flag pole next to the 118th District Court Monday after-
noon. Tucker said he plans to paint several flag poles for various city and county 
agencies during the next several days.
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This Date 
In History

Today is Monday, Dec. 8, the 
343rd day of 2008. There are 23 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Dec. 8, 1941, the United 

States entered World War II as 
Congress declared war against 
Japan, a day after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor.

On this date:
In 1776, during the Revolutionary 

War, George Washington’s retreat-
ing army crossed the Delaware 
River from New Jersey into 
Pennsylvania.

In 1854, Pope Pius IX proclaimed 
the Catholic dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception, which 
holds that Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, was free of original sin 
from the moment of her own con-
ception.

In 1863, President Abraham 
Lincoln announced his plan for 
the Reconstruction of the South.

In 1886, the American Federation 
of Labor was founded in Columbus, 
Ohio.

In 1949, the Chinese Nationalist 
government moved from the 
Chinese mainland to Formosa as 
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Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Early Tdy Married... Israel (Off Air) Detox Wabash Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

JoJo Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Cortes Paid (:45) Movie: 
Christmas 
Eve 

Paid Sprites

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Swallow Lions Paid Save Angel Popoff Wiggles
Life To SavedBell Israel Maya Paid Paid BET Morning 

Inspiration
Higgly SportsCenter 

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Charmed Einsteins
Believers SavedBell Sid P90X (:45) Movie: 

Betsy’s Wed-
ding 

Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Made CSI: NY Charmed Karen Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Made Hatchett Tigger

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: 
Housesitter, 
Dana Delany 

Liberty Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab CSI: NY ER Hatchett Movers ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Swann Cash Cab (:45) Movie: 

Speechless 
Hatchett Mickey’s 

Christmas  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Arthur Unsolved 
History

CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: 
Preaching to 
the Choir 

SportsCenter 
Plateados Cortes Word Higgly

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Media Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im McGee Dragon The New 
Detectives

CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: 
Herbie: Fully 
Loaded 

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Light Home Im Dr. Young Sid (:45) Movie: 

Big, Robert 
Loggia 

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Navidad Sin 
Fin

Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World The FBI Files CSI: NY Without a 
Trace

Harvey SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold & B. Home Im Faye H. Gardener Harvey

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Muchachitas Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Dame 
Chocolate

Rachael Ray Just Scrivner Spain A Haunting CSI: NY Law & Order One Suite Life NASCAR 
Sprint Cup 
Awards

Hatchett Just Swallow Food One Suite Life Lines

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Lola, Erase 
una Vez

Judge Guiding Light The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Glass A Haunting (:15) Movie: 
A Christmas 
Carol 

CSI: NY Law & Order One Cory Football
Judge Yes, Dear Curious One Cory NFL Live

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Martha Time Wrp CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Phineas Lines NFL Prime-
time Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl Time Wrp SmartGuy Phineas Football

  :PM
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Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Moving for 
Christ

Fetch Cash Cab CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Replace Baseball 
Tonight

Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Cyber Cash Cab Movie: 

Prancer, 
Cloris Leach-
man 

SmartGuy Replace Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond CCM BBC Cash Cab CSI: NY Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Suite Life Horn SportsCenter
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Granger Business Cash Cab Suite Life Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Van Impe News-Lehrer Made CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Suite Life Women’s 
College 
Basketball

Monday 
Night Count-
down 

Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Movie: Hair 
Show, Gina 
Torres 

Montana

  :PM
 7 :30

Charlie 
Brown

Charlie 
Brown

Cuidado-
Ángel

Sarah Con-
nor

Big Bang Doña Bar-
bara

Chuck Fam. Guy Israel Antiques 
Roadshow

Destroyed Movie: 
Two Weeks 
Notice, Alicia 
Witt 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Movie: 
The Santa 
Clause 2 

How I Met Fam. Guy Jamieson Destroyed NFL Football: 
Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 
at Carolina 
Panthers.

  :PM
 8 :30

Boston Legal Boston Legal Fuego en la 
Sangre

Prison Break Two Men El Rostro de 
Analia

Heroes Fam. Guy Light of the 
Southwest

To Be An-
nounced

Hot Planet Movie: First 
Blood, Brian 
Dennehy

Law & Order Billiards: 
TrickWorst Fam. Guy

  :PM
 9 :30

Cristina TMZ CSI: Miami Sin Senos Worst Enemy Name (:15) Movie: 
Mystic River, 
Kevin Bacon 

Law & Order Cole Wizards Billiards: 
TrickRaymond Name Cole Life De

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Seinfeld Israel Charlie Rose Made The Ultimate 
Fighter

The Closer Hatchett Suite Life Billiards: 
TrickNightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Decisiones 

de
Tonight Show Sex & Sala Made Hatchett Montana SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Hora de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Sex & Uri Harel Smiley Destroyed CSI: NY Without a 
Trace

Movie: Hair 
Show, Gina 
Torres 

So Raven Rodeo: 
2008 PRCA 
National 
Finals -- Fifth 
Round.

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Decisiones 
de

Late Night Movie: 
Spanglish, 
Paz Vega 

Prophecy Smiley Destroyed Cory

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Amarte-
Pecado

RENO 911 Israel (Off Air) Hot Planet (12:15) 
Movie: Baby 
Boom, Sam 
Shepard 

Star Trek: 
Voyager

Without a 
Trace

Replace NFL Prime-
time News Paid RENO 911 Insider Programa 

Pagado
News Cortes Kim

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Basco Clasicos Friends Entertain Poker After 
Dark

Light of the 
Southwest

Deep Space 
9

Without a 
Trace

Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Humor TMZ Paid Pelicula: 

Tesoro de 
Moctezuma

The Deal Dragon NFL Films

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Tyra Banks 
Show

(:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young Movie: 
Housesitter, 
Dana Delany 

Paid 7 Days Cold Case Proud Rodeo: 2008 
PRCA Na-
tional Finals

College 
Football: 
Teams to Be 
Announced.

Paid Young P90X (:45) Movie: 
Big, Robert 
Loggia 

Girl Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: I’ll 
Be Home for 
Christmas

Last Call Best of 
Light of the 
Southwest

Paid Paid Cold Case BET Inspira-
tion

Recess
Plateados Early Tdy Paid Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Business Harvey Assignment Bosley Cold Case Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Paid Popoff Lilo Stitch ESPNews
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the Communists pressed their 
attacks.

In 1978, former Israeli Prime 
Minister Golda Meir died in 
Jerusalem at age 80.

In 1980, rock star John Lennon 
was shot to death outside his New 
York City apartment building by 
an apparently deranged fan.

In 1982, a man demanding an 
end to nuclear weapons held the 
Washington Monument hostage, 
threatening to blow it up with 
explosives he claimed were inside 
a van. After a 10-hour standoff, 
Norman D. Mayer was shot dead 
by police; it turned out there were 
no explosives.

In 1987, President Ronald Reagan 
and Soviet leader Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev signed a treaty at the 
White House calling for destruc-
tion of intermediate-range nuclear 
missiles.

In 1993, President Bill Clinton 
signed into U.S. law the North 
American Free Trade Agreement, 
which went into effect at the start 
of 1994.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor-
director Maximilian Schell is 78. 
Actor David Carradine is 72. Actor 
James MacArthur is 71. Flutist 
James Galway is 69. Singer Jerry 
Butler is 69. Pop musician Bobby 
Elliott (The Hollies) is 67. Actor 
John Rubinstein is 62. Rock sing-

er-musician Gregg Allman is 61. 
Reggae singer Toots Hibbert (Toots 
and the Maytals) is 60. Actress Kim 
Basinger is 55. RRock musician 
Phil Collen (Def Leppard) is 51. 
Country singer Marty Raybon is 
49. Rock musician Marty Friedman 
is 46. Actor Wendell Pierce is 45. 
Actress Teri Hatcher is 44. Rapper 
Bushwick Bill (The Geto Boys) is 
42. Rock musician Ryan Newell 
(Sister Hazel) is 36. Actor Dominic 
Monaghan is 32. Actor Ian 
Somerhalder is 30. Rock singer 
Ingrid Michaelson is 29. Rock sing-
er-actress Kate Voegele is 22. 
Actress AnnaSophia Robb is 15.

Thought for Today: “So long as 
governments set the example of 
killing their enemies, private indi-
viduals will occasionally kill 
theirs.” — Elbert Hubbard, 
American author (1856-1915).

® 2008 The Associated Press.
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This Date 
In History

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 9, the 
344th day of 2008. There are 22 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
Four hundred years ago, on Dec. 

9, 1608, English poet John Milton 
was born in London.

On this date:
In 1854, Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s 

famous poem, “The Charge of the 
Light Brigade,” was published in 
England.

In 1892, “Widowers’ Houses,” 
Bernard Shaw’s first play, opened 
at the Royalty Theater in London.

In 1940, British troops opened 
their first major offensive in North 
Africa during World War II.

In 1941, China declared war on 
Japan, Germany and Italy.

In 1942, the Aram Khachaturian 
ballet “Gayane,” featuring the 
surging “Saber Dance,” was first 
performed by the Kirov Ballet.

In 1958, the anti-communist 
John Birch Society was formed in 
Indianapolis.

In 1965, Nikolai V. Podgorny 
replaced Anastas I. Mikoyan as 
president of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet.
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Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Early Tdy Married... Israel (Off Air) Paid Disaster Mov. Paid Angel BET Morning 
Inspiration

JoJo Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Brad Paid Paid Sprites

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Granger Lions Paid (:15) Movie: 
Bus Stop, 
Arthur 
O’Connell 

Paid Angel Wiggles SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Maya Paid Paid Higgly

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter 
Believers SavedBell Sid Paid Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Made CSI: NY Charmed Karen Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Made Movie: 

Big, Robert 
Loggia 

Hatchett Tigger

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: 
Spanglish, 
Paz Vega 

McGee Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab CSI: NY ER Hatchett Movers ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Brad Cash Cab Hatchett Charlie

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Arthur UFOs Over 
Phoenix

CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: Gang 
of Roses, 
LisaRaye 

Doodle SportsCenter 
Plateados Sprna Word Higgly

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Light Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
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Israel Dragon The New 
Detectives

Movie: Baby 
Boom, Sam 
Shepard 

CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: 
The Santa 
Clause 2 

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Media Home Im Swann Sid

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Navidad Sin 
Fin

Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World The FBI Files CSI: NY Without a 
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Harvey SportsCenter 
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Rachael Ray Just Light Cooking A Haunting CSI: NY Law & Order One Suite Life Best of NFL Prime-
time Hatchett Just Dr. Ciao Italia Movie: The 
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CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Cory Baseball 
Tonight

Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Like You Cyber Cash Cab SmartGuy Cory Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond Scrivner BBC Cash Cab CSI: NY Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Phineas Horn SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Uri Harel Business Cash Cab Phineas Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Dr. Young News-Lehrer Made Movie: Pulp 
Fiction, Uma 
Thurman 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

The Librar-
ian: Curse 
of the Judas 
Chalice

Suite Life Football College 
BasketballEntertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Movie: ATL, 

Mykelti Wil-
liamson 

Montana NFL Live

  :PM
 7 :30

Morning 
Texas

Home Videos Cuidado-
Ángel

House NCIS Doña Bar-
bara

The Biggest 
Loser: 
Families 

Fam. Guy Israel Nova  (DVS) Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scn

Ultimate 
Cmas Pres-
ent

Madden
Fam. Guy Victory Madden

  :PM
 8 :30

Jim Jim Fuego en la 
Sangre

(:01) Fringe The Mental-
ist 

El Rostro de 
Analia

Fam. Guy Light of the 
Southwest

Frontline  
(DVS)

Dirty Jobs UFC Un-
leashed

Leverage NBA Coast-
to-Coast 

Score
Jubilee Jim Fam. Guy Wizards College 

Basketball: 
Texas vs. 
Villanova.

  :PM
 9 :30

Eli Stone Eli Stone Aquí y Ahora TMZ Without a 
Trace

Sin Senos Law & Order: 
SVU

Offi ce Independent 
Lens

Sturgis: Live 
to Ride

Jackson-
Tribute

UFC Un-
leashed

Leverage Cole Wizards
Raymond Offi ce Brother Life De

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Frank TV Israel Charlie Rose Sturgis: Live 
to Ride

Movie: Pulp 
Fiction, Uma 
Thurman 

MAN Bones Hatchett Suite Life SportsCtr.
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Decisiones 

de
Tonight Show Sex & Cortes MAN Hatchett Montana Strongest SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Hora de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Sex & Ministerio-
Vida

Smiley Dirty Jobs CSI: NY Leverage Movie: ATL, 
Mykelti Wil-
liamson 

So Raven Rodeo: 
2008 PRCA 
National Fi-
nals -- Sixth 
Round.

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Decisiones 
de

Late Night King Smiley Cory

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Amarte-
Pecado

RENO 911 Blue Collar 
Comedy

Israel (Off Air) Dirty Jobs Star Trek: 
Voyager

Without a 
Trace

Replace NFL Live
News Paid RENO 911 Insider Programa 

Pagado
News Church Kim Fastbreak

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Basco Clasicos Friends Entertain Poker After 
Dark

Frank TV Light of the 
Southwest

Sturgis: Live 
to Ride

Movie: Com-
mando, Dan 
Hedaya 

Deep Space 
9

Without a 
Trace

Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Humor TMZ Paid Pelicula: Las 

Cautivas, 
Fanny Cano

Movie: 3000 
Miles to 
Graceland, 
Courteney 
Cox 

The Deal Dragon Rodeo: 
2008 PRCA 
National Fi-
nals -- Sixth 
Round.

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Tyra Banks 
Show

(:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young Popoff 7 Days Cold Case Proud Football
Paid Young Paid Girl Whiskers Fastbreak

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: That 
Darn Cat, 
Dean Jones

Last Call In Touch-Dr Detox Movie: 
Hercules, 
Fabrizio 
Mioni 

Paid Cold Case BET Inspira-
tion

Recess SportsCenter 
Plateados Early Tdy Paid Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Business Harvey McDonald Assignment Paid Cold Case Popoff Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Zola Lev Paid Inspira Lilo Stitch ESPNews

TUESDAY DEC. 9

In 1987, the first Palestinian inti-
fada, or uprising, began as riots 
broke out in Gaza and spread to the 
West Bank, triggering a strong 
Israeli counter-response.

In 1990, Solidarity founder Lech 
Walesa won Poland’s presidential 
runoff by a landslide.

In 1992, Britain’s Prince Charles 
and Princess Diana announced 
their separation. (The couple’s 
divorce became final Aug. 28, 
1996.)

One year ago: Republican presi-
dential candidates sought to 
embrace Hispanics in a Spanish 
language debate in Coral Gables, 
Fla. 

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Kirk 
Douglas is 92. Actor Dick Van 
Patten is 80. Actor-writer Buck 
Henry is 78. Actress Dame Judi 
Dench is 74. Actor Beau Bridges is 
67. Jazz singer-musician Dan Hicks 
is 67. Football Hall-of-Famer Dick 
Butkus is 66. Actor Michael Nouri 
is 63. Former Sen. Thomas Daschle, 
D-S.D., is 61. Singer Joan 
Armatrading is 58. Actor Michael 
Dorn is 56. Actor John Malkovich 
is 55. Country singer Sylvia is 52. 
Singer/game show host Donny 
Osmond is 51. Rock musician Nick 
Seymour (Crowded House) is 50. 
Comedian Mario Cantone is 49. 
Actor Joe Lando is 47. Actress 
Felicity Huffman is 46. Country 

musician Jerry Hughes (Yankee 
Grey) is 43. Rock singer-musician 
Thomas Flowers (Oleander) is 41. 
Rock musician Brian Bell (Weezer) 
is 40. Rock singer-musician Jakob 
Dylan (Wallflowers) is 39. Country 
musician Brian Hayes (Cole Deggs 
and the Lonesome) is 39. Actress 
Allison Smith is 39. Songwriter 
Kara DioGuardi is 38. Country 
singer David Kersh is 38. Rock 
musician Tre Cool (Green Day) is 
36. Rapper Canibus is 34. Rock 
musician Eric Zamora (Save 
Ferris) is 32. Rock singer Imogen 
Heap is 31. Actor Jesse Metcalfe is 
30. Actor Simon Helberg is 28.

Thought for Today: “Give me the 
liberty to know, to utter, and to 
argue freely according to con-
science, above all liberties.” — 
John Milton, English poet (1608-
1674).

® 2008 The Associated Press.
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This Date 
In History

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 10, 
the 345th day of 2008. There are 21 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
Fifty years ago, on Dec. 10, 1958, 

National Airlines opened the era 
of U.S. domestic jet passenger ser-
vice as it began flights between 
New York and Miami using Boeing 
707s leased from Pan Am.

On this date:
In 1520, Martin Luther publicly 

burned the papal edict demanding 
that he recant, or face excommu-
nication.

In 1817, Mississippi was admit-
ted as the 20th state.

In 1869, women were granted 
the right to vote in the Wyoming 
Territory.

In 1906, President Theodore 
Roosevelt became the first 
American to be awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize, for helping mediate 
an end to the Russo-Japanese 
War.

In 1931, Jane Addams became 
the first American woman to be 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
(the co-recipient was Nicholas 
Murray Butler).
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 Telemundo
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 WTBS +
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 AMC 5
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 Spike TV

 TNT 7
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 BET :
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 DISN ;
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 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
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  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Early Tdy Married... Israel (Off Air) Paid Movie: The 
Seven-Ups, 
Jerry Leon 

Paid Angel Popoff JoJo Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Hansen Paid Paid BET Morning 
Inspiration

Sprites

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Sala Lions Paid Paid Angel Wiggles SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Maya Paid Paid Higgly

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer (:15) Movie: 
Code of 
Silence, Bert 
Remsen 

Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter 
Believers SavedBell Sid P90X Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Made CSI: NY Charmed Karen Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Made Hatchett Tigger

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: 
King’s Ran-
som, Kellita 
Smith 

Dr. Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab CSI: NY ER Hatchett Movers ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Hansen Cash Cab Movie: Navy 

SEALS, 
Joanne 
Whalley-
Kilmer 

Hatchett Charlie

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Arthur Americas 
Volcanoes

CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: 
Boomerang, 
Robin Givens 

Doodle SportsCenter 
Plateados Pendleton Word Higgly

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Media Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im McDonald Dragon The New 
Detectives

CSI: NY Las Vegas Ultimate 
Cmas Pres-
ent

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Light Home Im Liberty Sid

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Navidad Sin 
Fin

Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World The FBI Files Movie: Black 
Dog, Randy 
Travis 

CSI: NY Without a 
Trace

Harvey SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold & B. Home Im Faye H. Garden Harvey Suite Life

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Muchachitas Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Dame 
Chocolate

Rachael Ray Just Sanchez New York A Haunting CSI: NY Law & Order One Suite Life NFL Films SportsCenter 
Hatchett Just McGee Taste One Suite Life UEFA 

Champions 
League Soc-
cer: Teams 
TBA.

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Lola, Erase 
una Vez

Judge Guiding Light The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Land A Haunting Movie: 
Blown 
Away, Lloyd 
Bridges 

CSI: NY Law & Order One So Raven Lines
Judge Yes, Dear Curious One So Raven Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Martha MythBusters CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Montana NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl SmartGuy Montana Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Gospel Fetch Cash Cab CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Suite Life Baseball 
Tonight

Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Retro Cyber Cash Cab Movie: Quig-

ley Down 
Under, Alan 
Rickman 

SmartGuy Suite Life Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond Cortes BBC Cash Cab CSI: NY Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Wizards Horn SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Israel Business Cash Cab Wizards Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Prophecy News-Lehrer Made UFC Un-
leashed

Law & Order Suite Life Football
Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Montana NFL Live NBA

  :PM
 7 :30

Pushing 
Daisies

Pushing 
Daisies

Cuidado-
Ángel

Secret Mil-
lionaire

Christine Doña Bar-
bara

Little Spirit Payne Israel To Be An-
nounced

Time Wrp Movie: 
Posse, 
Charles Lane

UFC Un-
leashed

Law & Order Movie: New 
Jack City, 
Judd Nelson 

Movie: The 
Cheetah 
Girls 2 

College Bas-
ketball: TCU 
at Indiana

NBA 
Basketball: 
Cavaliers at 
76ers

Gary Payne Scott Time Wrp

  :PM
 8 :30

Private 
Practice 

Private 
Practice 

Fuego en la 
Sangre

Bones Criminal 
Minds 

El Rostro de 
Analia

Life Payne Light of the 
Southwest

MythBusters UFC Fight for 
the Troops

The Librar-
ian: Curse 
of the Judas 
Chalice

Payne

  :PM
 9 :30

Dirty Sexy 
Money

Dirty Sexy 
Money

Don Fran-
cisco

TMZ CSI: NY Sin Senos Law & Order Payne Prototype 
This!

Brother Wizards Boxing
Raymond Payne Movie: Ride 

With the 
Devil, Jewel 

Brother Life De NBA Basket-
ball: Suns at 
Lakers

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticiero News Seinfeld Israel Charlie Rose Prototype 
This!

Movie: 
Jumanji, 
Kirsten 
Dunst 

Blk Car Suite Life SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Decisiones Tonight Show Sex & Dr. Young Comic Montana

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Hora de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Sex & CCM Smiley Time Wrp UFC Fight for 
the Troops

Movie: New 
Jack City, 
Judd Nelson 

So Raven Rodeo: 2008 
PRCA Na-
tional Finals 
-- Seventh 
Round.

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Decisiones Late Night Movie: 
King’s Ran-
som, Kellita 
Smith 

Scott Smiley Time Wrp Cory

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Amarte-
Pecado

RENO 911 Israel (Off Air) MythBusters Movie: 
Blown 
Away, Lloyd 
Bridges 

Movie: 
Jumanji, 
Kirsten 
Dunst 

Replace SportsCenter 
News Paid RENO 911 Insider Programa 

Pagado
News Sanchez Kim

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Light Clasicos Friends Entertain Poker After 
Dark

Light of the 
Southwest

Prototype 
This!

The Deal Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Light Humor Paid Paid Pelicula: 

La Viuda 
Blanca, Ju-
lián Pastor

Movie: Air 
America, 
Nancy Travis 

Dragon NBA 
Basketball: 
Cavaliers at 
76ers

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Tyra Banks 
Show

(:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young Paid Sports Cold Case Diff Wrld Proud NBA Basket-
ball: Suns at 
Lakers

Paid Young Teleworld Movie: Navy 
SEALS, 
Joanne 
Whalley-
Kilmer 

Sports Girl Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: 
Galaxy 
Quest, Alan 
Rickman

Last Call Sprna Teleworld Paid Cold Case BET Inspira-
tion

Recess
Plateados Early Tdy Harvey Victory Paid Paid Mermaid Tape 

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Business Harvey Faye H. Assignment Paid Cold Case Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Light Ab Se Popoff Lilo Stitch ESPNews

WEDNESDAY DEC. 10

In 1948, the U.N. General 
Assembly adopted its Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights.

In 1950, Ralph J. Bunche was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, the 
first black American to receive the 
award.

In 1964, Martin Luther King Jr. 
received his Nobel Peace Prize.

In 1967, singer Otis Redding, 26, 
and six others were killed in the 
crash of their plane in Lake 
Monona, Wis.

One year ago: Suspended NFL 
star Michael Vick was sentenced 
by a federal judge in Richmond, 
Va., to 23 months in prison for 
bankrolling a dogfighting opera-
tion and killing dogs that under-
performed. Madison Square 
Garden and New York Knicks 
coach Isiah Thomas reached an 
$11.5 million settlement of a sexual 
harassment case brought by for-
mer team executive Anucha 
Browne Sanders. 

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Harold 
Gould is 85. Former Agriculture 
Secretary Clayton Yeutter is 78. 
Actor Tommy Kirk is 67. Actress 
Fionnula Flanagan is 67. Pop sing-
er Chad Stuart (Chad and Jeremy) 
is 67. Actress-singer Gloria Loring 
is 62. Pop-funk musician Walter 
“Clyde” Orange (The Commodores) 
is 62. Rhythm-and-blues singer 
Ralph Tavares is 60. Rhythm-and-
blues singer Jessica Cleaves 

(Friends of Distinction) is 60. 
Country singer Johnny Rodriguez 
is 57. Actress Susan Dey is 56. 
Actor Michael Clarke Duncan is 
51. Jazz musician Paul Hardcastle 
is 51. Actor-director Kenneth 
Branagh is 48. Actress Nia Peeples 
is 47. TV chef Bobby Flay is 44. 
Rock singer-musician J Mascis is 
43. Country singer Kevin Sharp is 
38. Rock musician Scot Alexander 
(Dishwalla) is 37. Rock musician 
Meg White (The White Stripes) is 
34. Violinist Sarah Chang is 28. 
Actress Raven-Symone is 23.

Thought for Today: “It is only in 
romances that people undergo a 
sudden metamorphosis. In real 
life, even after the most terrible 
experiences, the main character 
remains exactly the same.” — 
Isadora Duncan, American mod-
ern dance pioneer (1878-1927).

® 2008 The Associated Press.
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This Date 
In History

Today is Thursday, Dec. 11, 
the 346th day of 2008. There are 
20 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 11, 1936, Britain’s 
King Edward VIII abdicated to 
marry American divorcee 
Wallis Warfield Simpson.

On this date:
In 1792, France’s King Louis 

XVI went before the Convention 
to face charges of treason. 
(Louis was convicted, and exe-
cuted the following month.)

In 1816, Indiana became the 
19th state.

In 1882, Boston’s renamed 
Bijou Theatre, the first 
American playhouse to be 
lighted exclusively by electric-
ity, gave its first performance, 
of Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
“Iolanthe, Or The Peer and the 
Peri.”

In 1928, police in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, announced 
they had thwarted an attempt 
on the life of President-elect 
Herbert Hoover.

In 1937, Italy announced it 
was withdrawing from the 
League of Nations.

In 1941, Germany and Italy 

 WFAA ^
 Dallas

 KMID #
 Midland
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 KPEJ %
 Odessa
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 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
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 KMLM ,
 Odessa
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 AMC 5
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 SPIKE 6
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 Atlanta
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 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
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 Sports

 ESPN =
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  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Early Tdy Married... Israel (Off Air) Paid Movie: 
Throw 
Momma 
From the 

Popoff Angel BET Morning 
Inspiration

JoJo Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Ministerio-
Vida

Paid Paid Sprites

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Lions Paid Paid Angel Wiggles SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Maya Paid Paid Higgly

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Movie: 
Romancing 
the Stone, 
Danny 
DeVito 

Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter 
Believers SavedBell Sid Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Made CSI: NY Charmed Karen Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Made Hatchett Tigger

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: 
Anaconda, 
Jon Voight 

Swallow Sesame 
Street

Cash Cab CSI: NY ER Hatchett Movers ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Scott Cash Cab Movie: Com-

mando, Dan 
Hedaya 

Hatchett Charlie

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Arthur Ninjas CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: Like 
Mike 2: 
Streetball 

Doodle SportsCenter 
Plateados Faye H. Word Higgly

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Home Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im Otterness Dragon The New 
Detectives

CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: The 
Cheetah 
Girls 2 

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Media Home Im Uri Harel Sid Movie: Quig-

ley Down 
Under, Alan 
Rickman 

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Navidad Sin 
Fin

Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World The FBI Files CSI: NY Without a 
Trace

Harvey SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold & B. Home Im Israel Garden Harvey

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Muchachitas Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Dame 
Chocolate

Rachael Ray Just Scrivner Fork A Haunting CSI: NY Law & Order One Suite Life Mike and 
Mike

SportsCenter 
Hatchett Just Swann Chef One Suite Life

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Lola, Erase 
una Vez

Judge Guiding Light The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Fine Art A Haunting Movie: Ride 
With the 
Devil, Jewel 

CSI: NY Law & Order One Phineas 1st and Lines
Judge Yes, Dear Curious One Phineas Madden Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Martha Man vs. Wild CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Emperor Lines NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl SmartGuy Emperor Football Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Light Fetch Cash Cab CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Cory Baseball 
Tonight

Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Acquire Cyber Cash Cab Movie: 

Posse, 
Charles Lane

SmartGuy Cory Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond Granger BBC Cash Cab CSI: NY Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Wizards Horn SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Brad Business Cash Cab Wizards Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Sanchez News-Lehrer Made CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Suite Life Baseball 
TonightEntertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Montana 2008 ESPNU 

College Foot-
ball Awards

  :PM
 7 :30

Ugly Betty Ugly Betty Cuidado-
Ángel

Secret Mil-
lionaire

Survivor: 
Gabon 

Doña Bar-
bara

Name Friends Israel Old House 
Hr.

HowStuff-
Works

Movie: The 
Day the 
Earth Stood 
Still 

CSI: Crime 
Scn

NBA Basket-
ball: Celtics 
at Wizards

Movie: Tales 
From the 
Hood 

Movie: The 
Thirteenth 
Year

College 
BasketballKath-Kim Friends Sprna

  :PM
 8 :30

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Fuego en la 
Sangre

You 
Smarter?

CSI: Crime 
Scn

El Rostro de 
Analia

Offi ce Seinfeld Light of the 
Southwest

To Be An-
nounced

Destroyed TNA iM-
PACT! 30 Rock Seinfeld Destroyed Phineas High School 

Football  :PM
 9 :30

(:01) Private 
Practice

(:01) Private 
Practice

Rosa Gua-
dalu

TMZ (:01) Elev-
enth Hour

Sin Senos (:01) ER Seinfeld Mining the 
Moon

Movie: Star 
Trek: Nem-
esis, Brent 
Spiner 

American 
Gangster

Wizards 2008 ESPNU 
College Foot-
ball Awards

Raymond Seinfeld NBA Basket-
ball: Portland 
Trail Blazers 
at Utah Jazz.

Life De

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Friends Israel Charlie Rose Mining the 
Moon

The Ultimate 
Fighter

Hatchett Suite Life SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Titulares Tonight Show Friends Van Impe Hatchett Montana

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Mañani Law Order: 
CI

Decisiones 
de Famosos

Sex & Dr. Smiley HowStuff-
Works

Jackass Movie: Tales 
From the 
Hood 

So Raven Rodeo: 2008 
PRCA Na-
tional Finals 
-- Eighth 
Round.

NFL Live
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Las Ma-
ñanitas a la 
Virgen de 
Guadalupe

Late Late 
Show

Late Night Sex & Swallow Smiley Movie: Close 
Encounters 
of the Third 
Kind, Teri 
Garr 

Jackass Cory Baseball

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra RENO 911 Movie: 
Anaconda, 
Jon Voight 

Israel (Off Air) Destroyed Rock Inside the 
NBA 

Replace SportsCenter 
G. Keith Weekend RENO 911 Insider Programa 

Pagado
News LightWrld Destroyed Married... Kim

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Basco Friends Entertain Poker After 
Dark

Light of the 
Southwest

Mining the 
Moon

Movie: The 
Running 
Man, Richard 
Dawson

Movie: 
Judge Dredd, 
Diane Lane 

The Deal Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Paid Paid Pelicula: El 

Hijo Pródigo, 
Juliancito 
Bravo

Dragon Rodeo: 2008 
PRCA Na-
tional Finals 
-- Eighth 
Round.

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Tyra Banks 
Show

(:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young Anacondas: 
Hunt for the 
Blood Orchid

Paid Diff Wrld Proud 2008 ESPNU 
College Foot-
ball Awards

Paid Young Paid Movie: 
Project X, Bill 
Sadler 

Girl Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:06) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: 
Fat Albert, 
Shedrack 
Anderson III

Last Call How Can Paid Paid Movie: Cop 
Land, Ray 
Liotta 

BET Inspira-
tion

Recess
Plateados Early Tdy Sanchez Paid Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Business Married... Swallow Assignment 
Discov

Paid Popoff Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero News Pagado Early Tdy Married... Dr. Paid Inspira Lilo Stitch ESPNews

THURSDAY DEC. 11

declared war on the United 
States; the U.S. responded in 
kind.

In 1946, the United Nations 
International Children’s 
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 
was established.

In 1981, the U.N. Security 
Council chose Javier Perez de 
Cuellar of Peru to be the fifth 
secretary-general of the world 
body.

In 1983, Pope John Paul II 
visited a Lutheran church in 
Rome, the first visit by a Roman 
Catholic pontiff to a Protestant 
church in his own diocese.

In 1997, more than 150 coun-
tries agreed at a global warm-
ing conference in Kyoto, Japan, 
to control the Earth’s green-
house gases.

One year ago: Two car bombs 
in Algeria, including one tar-
geting the U.N. refugee agen-
cy’s offices, killed 37 people, 17 
of them U.N. employees; 
Al-Qaida’s self-styled North 
African branch claimed respon-
sibility. 

Today’s Birthdays: American 
composer Elliott Carter is 100. 
Actor Jean-Louis Trintignant 
is 78. Actress Rita Moreno is 77. 
Former California state law-
maker Tom Hayden is 69. Pop 
singer David Gates (Bread) is 
68. Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., 
is 67. Actress Donna Mills is 66. 
Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., is 65. 
Singer Brenda Lee is 64. Actress 
Lynda Day George is 64. Music 

producer Tony Brown is 62. 
Actress Teri Garr is 60. Movie 
director Susan Seidelman is 56. 
Actress Bess Armstrong is 55. 
Singer Jermaine Jackson is 54. 
Rock musician Mike Mesaros 
(The Smithereens) is 51. Rock 
musician Nikki Sixx (Motley 
Crue) is 50. Rock musician 
Darryl Jones (The Rolling 
Stones) is 47. Singer-musician 
Justin Currie (Del Amitri) is 
44. Rock musician David 
Schools (Gov’t Mule, 
Widespread Panic) is 44. Actor 
Gary Dourdan is 42. Actress-
comedian Mo’Nique (“The 
Parkers”) is 40. Rapper-actor 
Mos Def is 35. Actor Rider 
Strong is 29.

Thought for Today: “A tech-
nical objection is the first ref-
uge of a scoundrel. “ — Heywood 
Broun, American journalist 
(1888-1939).

® 2008 The Associated Press.
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This Date 
In History

Today is Friday, Dec. 12, the 
347th day of 2008. There are 19 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Dec. 12, 2000, George W. 

Bush was transformed into the 
president-elect as a divided U.S. 
Supreme Court reversed a state 
court decision for recounts in 
Florida’s contested election.

On this date:
In 1787, Pennsylvania became 

the second state to ratify the U.S. 
Constitution.

In 1870, Joseph H. Rainey of 
South Carolina became the first 
black lawmaker sworn into the 
U.S. House of Representatives.

In 1897, “The Katzenjammer 
Kids,” the pioneering comic strip 
created by Rudolph Dirks, made 
its debut in the New York 
Journal.

In 1906, President Theodore 
Roosevelt nominated Oscar Straus 
to be Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor; Straus became the first 
Jewish Cabinet member.

In 1917, Father Edward Flanagan 
founded Boys Town outside 
Omaha, Neb.

 WFAA ^
 Dallas

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Early Tdy Married... Israel (Off Air) Detox Movie: The 
Fly, John 
Getz 

Paid Angel BET’s 
Weekend 
Inspiration

JoJo Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... CCM Paid Paid Sprites

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Jamieson Lions Paid Paid Angel Wiggles SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Maya Paid Paid Higgly

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Movie: The 
Lost World, 
Claude 
Rains 

Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter 
Believers SavedBell Sid Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Murder 
Among the 
Pharaohs

TNA iM-
PACT! 

Charmed Karen Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Hatchett Tigger

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: Son 
of the Mask 

Dr. Young Sesame 
Street

Movie: 
Enemy Mine, 
Brion James 

ER Hatchett Movers ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Uri Harel Hatchett Charlie

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Postcards Killer Bees CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: Holi-
day Heart 

Doodle SportsCenter 
Plateados Zola Lev Word Higgly

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Showcase Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Home Im Brad Dragon The New 
Detectives

CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: The 
Thirteenth 
Year

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
NurseTV Home Im Sala Sid Movie: Close 

Encounters 
of the Third 
Kind, Teri 
Garr 

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Navidad Sin 
Fin

Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World The FBI Files CSI: NY Without a 
Trace

Harvey SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold & B. Home Im Cortes Place Harvey Phineas

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Muchachitas Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Dame 
Chocolate

Rachael Ray Just McGee Culinary A Haunting CSI: NY Law & Order One Suite Life Mike and 
Mike

SportsCenter 
Hatchett Just Dr. Baking One Suite Life

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Lola, Erase 
una Vez

Judge Guiding Light The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Fine Art A Haunting CSI: NY Law & Order One Cory 1st and Lines
Judge Yes, Dear Curious Movie: The 

Day the 
Earth Stood 
Still 

One Cory UEFA 
Champs

Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Martha Survivorman CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Suite Life NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl SmartGuy Suite Life Lines Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Swallow Fetch Cash Cab CSI: NY Charmed SmartGuy Suite Life Football Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Victory Cyber Cash Cab Movie: Star 

Trek: Nem-
esis, Brent 
Spiner 

SmartGuy Suite Life College 
Soccer: 
NCAA Cup 
Semifi nal

Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond In Touch-Dr BBC Cash Cab CSI: NY Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Suite Life SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Business Cash Cab Suite Life

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Sprna News-Lehrer Made CSI: NY Law & Order Suite Life
Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Suite Life Football NBA

  :PM
 7 :30

Wife Swap Billy Graham 
Special

Cuidado-
Ángel

You 
Smarter?

Frosty Doña Bar-
bara

Songs-Sea-
son

Fam. Guy Update Wash Wk Man vs. Wild Movie: Han-
nibal, Ray 
Liotta

UFC Un-
leashed

Law & Order Movie: Waist 
Deep, Larenz 
Tate 

Suite Life College Foot-
ball: NCAA 
Division I 
Semifi nal -- 
Teams TBA. 

NBA Basket-
ball: Hornets 
at Celtics

Frosty Fam. Guy Sala NOW Suite Life

  :PM
 8 :30

Supernanny Supernanny Fuego en la 
Sangre

Don’t Forget To Be An-
nounced

El Rostro de 
Analia

Lipstick 
Jungle 

Talladega 
Nights: Ricky 
Bobby

Light of the 
Southwest

Bill Moyers 
Journal

Survivorman The Ultimate 
Fighter

Movie: Mis-
sion: Impos-
sible III, Ving 
Rhames 

Suite Life
Suite Life

  :PM
 9 :30

20/20 20/20 Nuestra 
Navid.

TMZ NUMB3RS Sin Senos Dateline 
NBC 

To Be An-
nounced

Survivorman American 
Gangster

Suite Life
Raymond Wizards NBA Basket-

ball: Rockets 
at Warriors

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Funniest 
Mov.

Church Charlie Rose Survivorman Movie: 
Gremlins, 
Hoyt Axton 

Hatchett Suite Life SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Titulares Tonight Show Cortes Jackass Movie: 

Mission: 
Impossible 
2, Thandie 
Newton 

Hatchett Montana

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Desmadru-
gados

Law Order: 
CI

Decisiones 
de Famosos

Sex & Sanchez Smiley Man vs. Wild Game Movie: Waist 
Deep, Larenz 
Tate 

So Raven Rodeo: 
2008 PRCA 
National Fi-
nals -- Ninth 
Round.

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Late Night Sex & McGee Smiley Next Cory

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Paid Movie: 
Something’s 
Gotta Give, 
Keanu 
Reeves 

Update (Off Air) Survivorman MXC Replace SportsCenter 
News (:36) Wife 

Swap 
Madre Faith Insider Programa 

Pagado
News CCM Movie: 

Gremlins 2: 
The New 
Batch, John 
Glover

Movie: Afro 
Samurai, 
Ron Perlman

Kim

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Clasicos Friends Entertain Poker After 
Dark

Best of 
Light of the 
Southwest

Survivorman Movie: A 
Few Good 
Men, Demi 
Moore 

The Deal Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Everyone 

Prays
Humor Tyra Banks 

Show
Paid Pelicula: 

La Máxima 
Felicidad

Dragon NBA Basket-
ball: Hornets 
at Celtics

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid Casos 
Familia

Paid Young Paid Diff Wrld Jett Jackson: 
The Movie 

NBA Basket-
ball: Rockets 
at Warriors

Work (:36) Doppler Movie: In the 
Bedroom, 
Nick Stahl

Paid Young Movie: 
Secondhand 
Lions 

Paid Girl

  :AM
 3 :30

Young El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Paid Wine Israel Paid Movie: 
Gremlins, 
Hoyt Axton 

Paid BET Inspira-
tionMovies Paid Plateados Matthews Uri Harel Paid Paid Mermaid Tape 

  :AM
 4 :30

Homeown Impacto Paid Pagado Animal Moving for 
Christ

Paid Paid Angel Popoff Lilo Stitch Fishing SportsCenter 
Young Noticiero Paid Pagado Travel Married... Paid Paid Inspira Lilo Stitch Offshore
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In 1925, the first motel — the 
Motel Inn — opened in San Luis 
Obispo, Calif.

In 1937, Japanese aircraft sank 
the U.S. gunboat Panay on China’s 
Yangtze River. (Japan apologized, 
and paid $2.2 million in repara-
tions.)

In 1963, Kenya gained its inde-
pendence from Britain.

In 1985, 248 American soldiers 
and eight crew members were 
killed when an Arrow Air charter 
crashed after takeoff from Gander, 
Newfoundland.

In 1988, 35 people were killed in a 
triple train collision during morn-
ing rush-hour in south London.

One year ago: Republican presi-
dential rivals gathered in Johnston, 
Iowa, called for deep cuts in federal 
spending in a debate remarkably 
free of acrimony. President George 
W. Bush vetoed a second bill that 
would have expanded government-
provided health insurance for chil-
dren. 

Today’s Birthdays: TV host Bob 
Barker is 85. Former New York 
City Mayor Edward Koch is 84. 
Singer Connie Francis is 70. Singer 
Dionne Warwick is 68. Rock sing-
er-musician Dickey Betts is 65. 
Actor Wings Hauser is 61. Actor 
Bill Nighy is 59. Actor Duane 
Chase (Film: “The Sound of 
Music”) is 58. Country singer 

LaCosta is 58. Gymnast-turned-
actress Cathy Rigby is 56. Author 
Lorna Landvik is 54. Singer-
musician Sheila E. is 51. Actress 
Sheree J. Wilson is 50. Pop singer 
Daniel O’Donnell is 47. Rock musi-
cian Eric Schenkman (Spin 
Doctors) is 45. Rock musician 
Nicholas Dimichino (Nine Days) is 
41. News anchor Maggie Rodriguez 
is 39. Actress Jennifer Connelly is 
38. Actress Madchen Amick is 38. 
Country singer Hank Williams III 
is 36. Actress Mayim Bialik is 33. 
Model Bridget Hall is 31.

Thought for Today: “I have never 
known a man who died from over-
work, but many who died from 
doubt.” — Charles Horace Mayo, 
American surgeon and co-founder 
of the Mayo Clinic (1865-1939).

® 2008 The Associated Press.



Having arrived 
during the 
night, the 
bird fed and 

rested during the next 
day. On its journey south, 
this random fresh water 
lake was a welcome sight 
in the arid terrain.

Startled by the pellets 
that splattered nearby, the 
frightened bird labored to 
become airborne with 
other species on the lake. 
Simultaneously, its small, 
rounded wings tried to 

raise its 
chunky 
body as its 
powerful 
feet pushed 
against the 
surface of 
the water. 
By the time 
the hunter 
reloaded, it 
was seeking 
another 
watery 

haven.
As the early winter sky 

faded into a soft, orange 
glow, the bird came in to 
land on a long stretch of 
water. The impact against 
its chest and legs was 
painful. Tumbling to a 
stop, the bird struggled to 
swim on the paved sur-
face of a county road.

After a few clumsy 
steps, the bird’s legs col-
lapsed from its futile 
attempt. It struggled 
against the grasses and 
uneven ground of the 
shoulder.

“At Midway Baptist 
Church,” said the caller. 
“I’ve seen ducks in my 
time, but none like this 
one,” he continued. 
Having found the bird 
behind the church, the 
man realized it was 
extremely passive and 
would not fly.

Since he was without a 
car, we offered to come to 
the small community east 
of town. As we drove the 
short distance, we dis-
cussed the possibilities of 
the duck’s coming from 
Moss Creek Reservoir, or 
perhaps Powell Lake.

Upon being handed the 
bird, we told the man it 
was a first for us as well. 
Even in its winter plum-
age, the ruddy duck was 
unmistakable with its 
black cap, white cheeks, 
and faded blue-gray bill. 
Its chunky body, with legs 
placed near the back of its 
body, also helped us in 
making a specific identifi-
cation.

“Ruddy?” the man 
asked. “Doesn’t that mean 
reddish?” “Yes, or rosy,” I 
answered. “You’re seeing 
its autumn to late spring 
plumage. May through 
August is breeding sea-
son. Its grayish brown 
back, chest, and sides are 
going to be a rusty-red. 
This gray bill will become 
bright blue.”  Wishfully 
thinking, he added, “Don’t 
you wish we could see 
that?”

Once home, our bathtub 
was soon filled with 
water. Readily, the duck 
paddled from end to end.  
With feet and legs intend-
ed for swimming, not 
walking, the bird had 
been helpless on land. 
When threatened, the 
ruddy duck was capable 
of sinking below the sur-
face instantly.

Since the duck was a 
bottom feeder in need of 
aquatic plant life, small 
fish, and insect larvae, we 
released it on a private 
lake. There, the bird could 
recover and continue its 
migration. As its feet and 
legs entered the water, the 
duck sank from sight 
without a ripple. Further 

along the shore line, it 
resurfaced. Confident in 
its new freedom, it dove 
numerous times to feed.

As we watched it 
become acclimated to 
nature again as it floated 
on the water, we noticed 
its stiff, pointed tail was 
upright and spread like a 
fan. During courtship, 
this gesture, strutting, 
and puffing out its chest 
signaled his desires. In 
the summer months 
ahead, the drake and its 

mate, the smallest of 
ducks in America, might 
produce a brood of eight. 
To be so tiny, his beloved 
would lay enormous eggs.

For a brief time during 
winter’s drabness, the 
ruddy duck had taken us 
from the doldrums of cold, 
dreary days to the vibrant 
colors to be displayed in a 
future breeding season.

Bebe McCasland is feder-
ally and state licensed to 
rehabilitate wild birds.
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JUST
$6 EACH

2008 COLLECTIBLE BEARS
With any $50 purchase. Collect all four! 

A $24 value. While supplies last. One bear per $50 purchase. 

TWO
DAY
SHOP WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY
DECEMBER 10 &11• 10AM-9PM

50%75%OFF
GREAT GIFTS FOR EVERYONE!

REGISTER TO WIN!
OUR JUMBO PLUSH BEAR
Almost 4’ tall. One awarded per store.

Register thru December 17. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 

50%
OFF

MEN’S RALPH LAUREN®  

SHOES & BOOTS
Kewzip slip-on and Conquest buckled boot.

Reg. 130.00, Sale 65.00 each

50%
OFF

THE SHARPER IMAGE®

DIGITAL CAMERA
Stores up to 240 photos. 
Reg. 32.00, Sale 16.00

50%
OFF

DIGITAL COIN 
COUNTING JAR

By Perfect Solutions®. LCD display totals your 
deposit. Reg. 34.00, Sale 17.00

50%
OFF

ENTIRE STOCK 
ROBES FOR HER

By On Stage®, Rebecca Malone® Intimates
and Whispers®. Orig. 22.00-70.00, Sale 11.00-35.00

50%
OFF

U.S. POLO ASSN.® SWEATERS
FOR JUNIORS

Turtleneck and V-neck logo sweaters. S-XL. 
Reg. 36.00-38.00, Sale 18.00-19.00

Prices effective December 10 & 11, 2008. Interim markdowns may have been taken. Entire stocks only where indicated. Selection may vary by store.

SPECIAL 
BUY!

SPECIAL 
BUY!

SPECIAL 
BUY! 60%

OFF
ENTIRE STOCK MISSES 

NYLON ACTIVE SETS
By Rebecca Malone®. S-XL.

Reg. 48.00, Sale 19.20

60%
OFF

INSPIRATIONAL 
BRACELETS

Sterling silver and turquoise.
Reg. 50.00, Sale 19.99

75%
OFF

1/8 CT. T.W. 
DIAMOND PENDANTS

18K gold over sterling. Boxed. 
Reg. 120.00, Sale 29.99

CT. T.W. =  carats total weight.

Get Extra Coupon Savings
Sent Directly to Your Cell Phone!

TEXT BEL TO 22888
Free sign-up at cellfire.com

FR
EE

COUPON DOWNLOADS!

81233809.B   12/09/08   TWO DAY SALE ROP   5 Col x 17"   B&W ROP   MN   3A Bealls   J.Asta / R.Pitts / J.Schwalen-Lee

81233809.BJPS  12/3/08  12:14 PM  Page 1

18606

HOURS:
MONDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 A.M. -9:00 P.M.   SUNDAY 12:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M.

INSIDE THE BIG SPRING MALL
18828

Migrating at dusk, dur-
ing the night, or in the 
early morning, the ruddy 
duck flies at low eleva-
tions. With extensive 
breeding grounds as far 
north as Canada, it can 
be found in the Gulf 
states and Mexico dur-
ing the winter.

Courtesy photo

Bird Poop: The case of the
hunter and the ruddy duck

Bebe

McCasland
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Thank You NIE School Sponsor Thank You NIE Classroom Sponsors

Medicine Center
Pharmacy

Back In Motion Chiropractic

Mike Thomas,
County Attorney

ALON USA

Troy Tompkins,
CMFC Financial Planner

The Prudential Insurance
Comapny Of America

� Hanukkah is an eight-day Jewish Festival of
Lights that begins Dec. 21. It is celebrated by 
lighting special candles each day at sundown.

� Kwanzaa is a seven-day African-American festival
that begins Dec. 26. It features activities such as can-
dle-lighting and pouring of libations, ending with a

feast and gift giving.  — World Almanac for Kids

“Once again, we come to the
Holiday Season, a deeply reli-
gious time that each of us ob-

serves, in his own way, by
going to the mall of his choice.”

— Humorist Dave Barry, 
on thinkexist.com.

Here are two fabulous presents
that little elves can create and per-
sonalize for family and friends from
FamilyFun magazine.

BEAUTIFUL BEADED
RINGS

Great for aunts, grandmothers
and friends, these glamorous rings
look so good, the recipients might
not even guess they’re homemade!
You can customize them with your
favorite beads, and an elastic band
means they’ll fit any finger (or toe!).

YOU WILL NEED
� Clear elastic 

beading cord
� Scissors
� Beads

1. Cut a piece of elastic. To
make the beading easier, we started

with a 10-inch length for an adult’s
ring finger and a 6-inch length for a
child’s pinkie. 

2. Thread the beads onto the
elastic. 

3. Using a helper’s finger as a
guide, knot together the ends. Fi-
nally, trim the ends and slide the
knot into the middle of a bead so
it’s hidden from sight. 

HOLLY JOLLY FUDGE
Great for neighbors, teachers and

friends, with these oh-so-tasty
morsels with colorful toppings are al-
most irresistible — which means you
may have a hard time getting them
out the door! Thankfully, our cookie

cutter technique will leave plenty of
leftovers for nibbling. (They make a
terrific topping for ice cream too!)

INGREDIENTS
� 3 cups semisweet chocolate chips 

or milk-chocolate chips
� 1 (14-ounce) can sweetened 

condensed milk
� 1/8 teaspoon salt
� 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
� Assorted sprinkles, sugars 

and candy decorations
1. Place the chocolate chips in a

2-quart bowl and microwave for 1
minute, then stir them with a
wooden spoon. If the chips are not
completely melted, microwave

them again for 30 seconds, then stir
until they’re smooth.

2. Stir in the condensed milk,
salt and vanilla extract.

3. Line a 9-inch square pan with
aluminum foil, extending it about 2
inches beyond each side. (This
makes it easy to remove
the fudge later.)
Lightly spray the
foil with nonstick
cooking spray.

4. Spread
the mixture
evenly in the
pan.

5. Chill the
candy until firm,

about 30 minutes in the freezer or
one hour in the refrigerator.

6. Lift the foil from the pan and
place it on a flat work area. Use 
1-inch cookie cutters to cut out the
fudge, then lightly press decora-
tions onto each piece. Makes about
50 pieces.

Homemade gifts for the Holidays

MCT KidNews 12/11

Flatsy may only be 
4 3/4-inches tall, but
she has loads of per-
sonality. The poseable
pixie comes with
styling accessories for
her flowing tresses, a
fetching outfit and co-
ordinating shoes
(flats, of course!).
Available in six
styles. Schylling, $7

Save the librarians,
save the world!

Lisa Brunkan was amazed to see her 7-year-old
daughter, Isabel, putting together amazing PowerPoint
presentations. “Where are you learning all of this?”
Brunkan asked her. “The library,” Isabel responded.
Whether Isabel was able to in-
clude fascinating facts in her
homework or was adept at using
technology, she always had the same answer about
where she had acquired them: “The library.”

One day, Brunkan went to Isabel’s library at Roo-
sevelt Elementary in Spokane, Wash. She wanted to
find out just what the kids were learning and to help
the school librarian, Ginny Pounds. 

“It was absolutely incredible to watch her,” Brunkan
says. “I was literally watching her change kids’ lives.”

So when Brunkan read a newspaper article about
Pounds’ library position being cut, she immediately sprang
into action. She was determined to save Pounds’ job.

THREE MOMS, ONE MISSION
Brunkan and two other moms, Susan McBurney and

Denette Hill, began their fight to get more funding for
public school libraries. All three moms focused their
efforts on convincing
local leaders to un-
derstand the impor-
tance of school
libraries in a
child’s educa-
tion. They call
the school library
the great equalizer. 

“Any kid from any-
where should be able to
take his or her life as far
as possible,” Brunkan
says. “Everyone
should have access to
the same amount of
information, no
matter how much
money they have.”

Brunkan, McBur-
ney and Hill took to
the road, attending
government meetings
and pressing their case
to keep the libraries going. Brunkan says she loved
going to the meetings to talk about how much students
need their libraries. The lawmakers impressed her. “It
was so inspiring just to hear them talk,” she says.

The three moms sent out e-mails to as many people
as they could, trying to get them to help in the battle
for the libraries and librarians. Isabel Brunkan spoke
on behalf of students. 

“I thought it was great, but it was hard for me and
the other kids because our moms were so busy,” Is-
abel told Time For Kids. “They seemed to be on the
computer all the time.”

VICTORY, BUT MORE WORK AHEAD
Brunkan says she found the experience of seeing

democracy in action inspiring. When the three moms
learned that the state of Washington had given $4 mil-
lion to school libraries, they felt relief and pride. The
people had spoken, and lawmakers listened.

“The state gave $10,000 to Roosevelt Elementary,
making it possible for us to get our librarian back,"
Brunkan says.

The three moms say that they will continue to
stand up for libraries for as long as they live — and
hope others will too.                                  — Emily Jones
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This holiday you don’t have to spend a lot of money to
give a fun present that will be enjoyed all year. Here are
seven inexpensive gift ideas from FamilyFun magazine.

Palm-size Automoblox
Minis sport the same
sleek design and allure
as their bigger Auto-
moblox brothers, but at
a fraction of the price.
The interchangeable
snap-together parts let
any budding engineer
combine pieces from
multiple cars to form
new vehicles, all while
developing (we have to
say it) his motor skills.
Automoblox, $10

Buddha Buddha Life’s Pocket Figures
let you carry your karma with you. Each of
the six 1 1/2-inch-tall figurines represents a
Buddhist ideal, such as harmony or peace,
and comes with stickers and a bona fide
Buddha quote to help guide you on the path
to enlightenment — or at least to school.
Rocket USA, $5

Each Itasho Mini
Eraser is a charming
little work of art that
makes your mistakes
disappear. A popular
collector’s item in
Japan, the 300+ designs
(each between one and
two inches long) include
household objects,
desserts, sushi, school
supplies and cute crit-
ters. Itasho, $1 to $4

Quick-action Rock! is modeled on the classic game of
rock, paper, scissors. Players flip over cards and try to be
the first to call out the winning object. Sounds simple, but
the elements change. Sometimes “rock” is a gray boulder,
sometimes a white marble column. The brain-tripping qual-
ities mean lots of laughs. Out of the Box Publishing, $10

With Best of Mad Libs, the
50th-anniversary edition of the
_______ , always funny, some-
times _______ word-swap sto-
rytelling game, kids get to help
write more than 125 silly sto-
ries, such as “How to House-
break a Baby Dinosaur.” Who
knew grammar could be so
_______? Price Stern Sloan, $7

Kids can use Uber-
Dragon’s instructions
for building a figure with
movable joints or a cata-
pult that sends small ob-
jects rocketing — or they
can make endless cre-
ations of their own. The
71 plastic pieces snap to-
gether easily, and the
über-versatile parts con-
nect to Legos, K’nex,
and even recycled mate-
rials, such as straws and
paper cups. Uberstix, $10 PHOTOS COURTESY 
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