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Subway is this 

week's Dine Out 
Restaurant  
assisting the 
United Way 
for Big Spring 
and Howard 
County.

Proceeds 
from Friday's 
sales at Subway will benefit United 
Way. You can also send a tax deduct-
ible donation to United Way of Big 
Spring, P.O. Box 24, Big Spring 79721, 
or call 267-5201 for more information.

Dine Out Day Friday

Santa and Mrs. Claus  are returning to the Heritage Museum 
Saturday, Dec. 6 • 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

The Clauses will ride in the 
Big Spring Herald Christmas Parade that evening.

Photos of your children with Santa will be available for purchase 18912
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Hangar 25 Air Museum is offering 10 
percent off during its annual member-
ship drive. The special offer runs un-
til Jan. 1. The museum highlights Big 
Spring’s role in aviation, honors vet-
erans and holds various activities — 
many of them youth-related.

One-year memberships, with the 10 
percent discount, are student, $13.50; 
individual, $27; family, $54; sponsor, 
$90; supporting, $225; patron, $450; and 
founder, $900. Checks or money orders 
may be made to Hangar 25 Air Museum,  
1911 Apron Drive, Big Spring 79720. For 
more information, call 264-1999.

Hangar 25 memberships

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

The investigation into the 
May 4 shooting death of two Big 
Spring residents has yet to yield 
an arrest or indictment, but local 
law enforcement officials say the 
investigation is still moving for-
ward, at least behind the scenes.

Sgt. Tony Everett, public in-

formation officer with the Big 
Spring Police Department, said 
detectives investigating the dou-
ble homicide are making prog-
ress.

“Right now it’s a matter of ty-
ing up some of the loose ends in 
the investigation,” said Everett. 
“There haven’t been any arrests 
at this time, but we’re working 
very closely with the district at-

torney’s office on this matter. 
Once we have all the loose ends 
tied, we’ll turn it over to them to 
prosecute.”

Valerie Garcia, 20, and Michael 
Cardona, 21, both of Big Spring, 
were pronounced dead at Sce-
nic Mountain Medical Center 
shortly after a drive-by shooting

See HOMICIDE, Page 3A

Homicide investigation continues
“There haven’t been any arrests at 
this time, but we’re working very 
closely with the district attorney’s 
office on this matter. Once we have 
all the loose ends tied, we’ll turn it 
over to them to prosecute.” 

Sgt. Tony Everett, Big Spring PD information officer
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Little Abigail Huffstetler smiles as she describes her Christmas wish list to 
Santa Cluas during Howard College’s annual Luminaria ceremony Tuesday 
evening.

By Lyndel Moody
Features Writer

It’s going to be looking 
a lot like Christmas in 
Big Spring Saturday as a 
plethora of events to cel-
ebrate the holidays are set 
to take place.

First up is the Heritage 
Museum’s Kids Day.

“With such a wonder-
ful turnout for last year’s 
event, we are very excited 
about providing another 
child-oriented program 
again,” said Nancy Raney, 
museum director. 

And this year, it’s all 
about the cookies.

Professional baker Gale 
Pittman, former owner of 
Gale’s Sweet Shoppe, will 
lead two classes in holi-
day cookie decorating, de-
signed especially for chil-
dren. The class begins at 
11 a.m. and again at 2 p.m. 
Materials will be provided 
but space is limited, Raney 
said. Reservations can be 
made by calling the muse-
um during  normal operat-
ing hours — 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. through Friday — at 

267-8255.
Making a 

return ap-
pearance at 
the museum, 
Santa and Mrs. 
Claus will be 
dropping in 
from 10 a.m. to 
2  p.m. to visit 

with children and listen 
to those special wish lists, 
Raney said.

For parents who want 
to commemorate their 
child’s visit with the man 
in red, Lane Bond of Lane 
Bond’s Photography will 
be on hand to take photos. 

Children can also sign 
up to win Leapster educa-
tional games during the 
day. Free cocoa and cook-
ies will be provided by the 
museum, which is located 
at 510 Scurry.

And once again, the com-
munity is welcomed to 
watch the 23rd annual Big 
Spring Herald Lighted 
Community Christmas Pa-
rade from the museum’s

See HOLIDAY, Page 3A

Holiday spirit
is on the way
Museum Kid's Day, 
parade, Living Tree 
all planned Saturday

Raney

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER
 AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — Work-
er productivity slowed in 
the summer while wage 
pressures increased, but 
both developments were 
better than expected and 
are unlikely to raise infla-
tion alarms at the Federal 
Reserve.

The Labor Department 
reported Wednesday that 
productivity, the key in-
gredient for rising living 
standards, rose at an an-
nual rate of 1.3 percent in 
the July-September quar-
ter. That’s down from the 
3.6 percent growth rate in 
the second quarter, but 
slightly higher than the 1.1 
percent increase initially 
reported a month ago and 
better than the 0.9 percent 
rise economists expected.

Wage pressures, as mea-
sured by unit labor costs, 
rose at an annual rate of 
2.8 percent, after having 
declined at a 2.6 percent 
rate in the second quar-
ter. The rate of increase in 
the third quarter was the 
biggest jump since a 4.5 
percent rate in the fourth 
quarter of last year, but 
was below the 3.6 percent 
advance originally report-
ed and that economists ex-
pected.

The Fed closely monitors 

See LABOR, Page 3A

Productivity 
growth foils
expectations

'All I want for Christmas...'
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Herald Staff Report
SAN ANGELO — Several Big Spring 

Steers made the transition from the grid-
iron to the hardwood Tuesday, but appar-
ently wished they had brought their 
shoulder pads with them.

The Steers committed 41 fouls in their 
full team debut, losing to the San Angelo 
Central Bobcats 66-54.

Three of the Steers (0-4) — Tyrone 
Clemons, Matt Ritchey and Sidney Parker 
— playing in their first basketball game 
of the season fouled out of the game. 

However, had it not been for a tough 
second period, the Steers played even 
with the Bobcats. In the first, third and 

fourth quarters, Big Spring equaled 
Central’s 46 points. Unfortunately, the 
Steers were outscored 20-8 in the second 
frame, making for the difference in the 
final margin.

“We fouled a lot because we pressed the 
whole game,” said Big Spring Head Coach 
Marcus Morris. “We had a hard time get-
ting into passing lanes. We’d get close, 
but not quite there. We played hard and 
physical.”

Big Spring trailed by 1 midway through 
the second when Central went on a 12-2 
run to take a 27-16 lead into halftime. 

The Steers appeared ready to make a 
comeback when Jerrell Williams hit three 

consecutive 3-pointers in a 20-second 
span, cutting Central’s lead to 43-34 mid-
way through the third period.

However, the Steers 
couldn’t stay on the 
floor in the fourth peri-
od as three players 
fouled out.

Williams scored a 
game-high 24 points and 
is averaging more than 
20 points a game so far 
this season. He was the 
only scorer in double

See STEERS, Page 2B

Steers drop physical game to Central

Williams

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull

Big Spring Lady Steers guard Kallina Fletcher shoots a 3-pointer 
in the Lady Steers' 63-34 loss to Midland Greenwood Tuesday in 
Greenwood. 

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

GREENWOOD — Big 
Spring’s Lady Steers retook 
the court after the 
Thanksgiving break facing 
the same Greenwood 
Rangerettes team they played 
just before the holiday. 

And the results were basi-
cally the same.

The Lady Steers hung in 
with Greenwood for a period 
and a half, but eventually 
gave in to the Rangerettes 
zone defense and fast break 
offense. Greenwood improved 
to 5-1 on the season with a 
63-34 victory.

The Lady Steers fell to 2-4, 
having dropped their last 
four games after opening the 
season with two wins. 

“It was pretty much the 
same thing as the first game 
we played against 
Greenwood,” Lady Steers 
Head Coach Mike Warren 
said. “We played with 
Greenwood for a quarter and 
a half. We were right there 

with them. Then we sudden-
ly can’t make a shot and went 
through that period not scor-
ing. We’ve got to figure out a 
way to score consistently. We 
can’t go long periods of time 
without putting points on the 
board.”

The Lady Steers held a slim 
16-14 lead in the second peri-
od, but watched Greenwood 
outscore them 18-3 over the 
final 3:30 minutes of the 
frame. 

The Rangerettes simply 
jumped the passing lanes 
with their 2-3 zone each time 
the Lady Steers attempted to 
set up its half court offense. 
Greenwood then pushed the 
ball up the court quickly fol-
lowing a steal with the Lady 
Steers struggling to catch 
up. 

Even when the Lady Steers 
could get an open shot, they 
struggled to sink it.

“Somebody has got to step 
up and make some shots,” 
said Warren. “When I study

See LADY STEERS, Page 2B

Lady Steers drop
second straight
to Greenwood

Herald Staff Report
SEAGRAVES — Usually Cody 

Sheppard does his damage from the 
interior of the Coahoma Bulldogs 
offense on the hardwood. However, 
Sheppard showed he has some range 
Tuesday and it couldn’t have come at 
a more opportune time. 

With Coahoma down by 2 to the 
Seagraves Eagles, the 6-6 Sheppard 
traveled to the 3-point line for a buzz-
er-beating trey, lifting the Bulldogs to 
a 48-47 victory as they remained unde-
feated for the 2008-2009 boys basketball 
season.

Kenny Griffin led the fourth period 
charge for the Eagles and finished 
with a game-high 21 points. 
Unfortunately for Griffin, he needed 
23. 

Josh Paniagua scored 12 with Braden 
Griffin hitting from behind the arc 
once as a part of his nine points.

Coahoma pulled out the win despite 
an abysmal night shooting from the 
free throw line. The Bulldogs made 
just six of 15 charity shots. 

Coahoma begins the 23rd Annual 
Coahoma Invitational Thursday, host-
ing Sands, which is the 14th-ranked 
team in Class A, Division II. Another 
highly-graded team from that classifi-
cation will participate in the tourna-
ment as Ira comes in ranked third.

Coahoma    8 14 16 10—48
Seagraves 11   9   7 20—47

Coahoma (4-0) — Josh Paniagua 12, Braden 
Griffin 9, Lane Douglass 1, Issac Garcia 8, Cody 
Sheppard 18.

Seagraves (2-2) — Gibson 2, Harold 4, Francis 4, 
Sinental 3, Griffin 21, Davis 6, Valdez 3, Thompson 
4.

Free throws — CHS 6-15, SHS 3-5. 3-point goals 
— CHS 2 (Griffin, Sheppard), SHS 3 (Sinental, 
Griffin, Valdez). Total fouls — CHS 9, SHS 18. 
Fouled out — None.

Seagraves 46,
Bulldogettes 43

It was Coahoma being heartbroken 
in the girls game against Seagraves 
Tuesday.

The Bulldogettes surrendered a five-
point halftime lead, losing by a mere 
three points. 

Berkley Iden, K’Leigh Fowler and 
Kylie Gee combined to score 27 of 
Coahoma’s 43 points, posting nine 
points apiece. Seagraves was led by 
Ke’ondra Heckard’s game-high 20 
points. 

The Bulldogettes will play host to 
the 23rd Annual Coahoma Invitational 
beginning Thursday. They’ll open 
with Ira in the first round at 6 p.m.

Coahoma	   7   18     8   10—43
Seagraves	 10   10   12   14—46

Leading scorers
Coahoma (1-4) – Berkley Iden 9, K’Leigh Fowler 

9, Kylie Gee 9.
Seagraves (4-1) – Ke’ondra Heckard 20, 

Middleton 14.  

Coahoma Invitational schedule
Boys division
Thursday
Midland High JV vs. Sweetwater, 

10:30 a.m.
Ira vs. Wall, 1:30 p.m.
Borden County vs. Stanton, 4:30 

p.m.
Sands vs. Coahoma, 7:30 p.m.

Girls division
Borden County vs. Stanton, 9 a.m.
Idalou vs. Sweetwater, noon
Lorenzo vs. Sands, 3 p.m.
Ira vs. Coahoma, 6 p.m.

Sheppard lifts
Coahoma to win

Herald Staff Report
WINK — It was a slow beginning to 

the 2008-2009 basketball season for the 
Stanton Buffaloes, but once they got 
started, they proved nearly impossible 
to stop.

Tyler Fulton led the Buffs to a sea-
son-opening win Tuesday, scoring 24 
points in a 50-36 victory over the Wink 
Wildcats. 

Fulton and the Buffs just finished 
the football season Friday after being 
eliminated by Canadian, but showed 
little hangover from the elongated 
time on the gridiron. 

See AREA, Page 2B

Area
Roundup

Stanton opens season
with impressive win

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull

Forsan Buffaloes guard Tristian Clay lays in two points 
in action from Nov. 24 vs. Water Valley at Buffalo Gym. 
Clay scored 17 points to lead the Buffs to a 59-33 vic-
tory over Sterling City Tuesday, helping the team 
improve to 4-0 on the season.

Herald Staff Report
STERLING CITY — It’s just a 

matter of time before the Forsan 
Buffaloes flip on the switch and 
leave their opponent in the dust.

The Buffs improved to 4-0 on the 
2008-2009 basketball season, rout-
ing the Sterling City Eagles 59-33 
Tuesday.

Forsan held a 10-point lead after 
one period, but really laid on the 
pressure in the second frame, out-
scoring the Eagles, 26-6, giving 
them a 30-point advantage at inter-
mission. 

“A big second quarter really set 
the tempo for us for the rest of the 
game,” said Forsan Head Coach 
Terry McDonald. “We used a press 
and it allowed us to get some quick 
transition baskets.”

Forsan was led by guard Tristian 
Clay, who posted a game-high 17 
points. Jeremy Freitag scored 11 
of the bench, while post Nathan 
Atkerson scored nine from down 
low.

Atkerson was also a force on the 
defensive end, blocking four 
Sterling City shots. Evan Burton 
led the Buffs with 10 rebounds.

Forsan will participate in the 
Bearkat Booster Club Klassic 
beginning Thursday in Garden 
City. The Buffs play Christ the 
King — a private school out of 
Lubbock — in the first round. 
Forsan 	       14 26 15   4—59
Sterling City   4   6   7 16—33

Forsan (4-0): Jeremy Freitag 11, Jeremy 
Robbins 6, Jace Sandridge 2, Tristian Clay 17, 
Ryan Flores 2, Evan Burton 4, Riley Wood 2, 
Alex Huckabee 6, Nathan Atkerson 9.

Lady Buffs 52,
Sterling City 39

Forsan’s Lady Buffs bounced 
back after losing their final game 
before the Thanksgiving break to 
Rocoe Highland with a 13-point 
win over the Sterling City Lady 

Eagles Tuesday.
It was a impressive victory for 

the Lady Buffs since they played 
the game with out leading scorer 
and rebounder Amanda Longorio, 
who sat out with a sore lower 
back.

“Everyone else picked up the 
slack in order for us to get the 
win,” Lady Buffs Head Coach 
Robert Hillger said. “I’m proud of 
these girls and their effort. These 
girls have been willing to listen 
and learn and that will help us 
reach our goal of making the play-
offs.

Tori Gauer led the Lady Buffs 
with 14 points, while Sandi 
Golleher made up for Longorio’s 
absence in the post, scoring 12 
points and grabbing eight boards. 

Forsan will also be playing 
Garden City's junior varsity in the 
Bearkat Booster Club Klassic in 
Garden City starting  at noon 
Thursday. 
Forsan	 19   14   9   10—52
Sterling City	   9     9   8   13—39

Forsan (4-1): Tori Gauer 14, Sandi Golleher 
12, Kelsey Jones 9, Shelby McDonald 5, Faith 
Belew 5, Shelby Jones 5. 

3-point goals: Forsan 3 (K. Jones 2, Gauer). 
Free throws: Forsan 15-24.

Bearkat Booster Club 
Klassic schedule

Thursday
Boys division
Christoval vs. Rankin, 10:30 a.m.
Forsan vs. Christ the King, 1:30 

p.m.
Grady vs. McCamey, 4:30 p.m.
Jesus Chapel vs. Garden City, 

7:30 p.m.
Girls division
Christoval vs. Rankin, 9 a.m.
Forsan vs. Garden City JV, 

noon
Grady vs. McCamey, 3 p.m.
Jesus Chapel vs. Garden City, 6 

p.m.

Buffs, Lady Buffs sweep 
past Sterling City Tuesday
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Charlotte H. Gilbert
Charlotte H. Gilbert, 85,  of Big Spring died Tuesday, 

Dec. 2, 2008, in a local hospital. Her services are pending 
with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home and 
Crematory of Big Spring.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic pain 

disease), a new support and informative group meets at 
213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for more informa-
tion.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.; 

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking 
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m. 

at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m. until 
9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting, 615 

Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers meeting 
615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday night, no 
smoking meeting the last Saturday of each month at 8 
p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon at 

615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and wid-

owers meets the first and third Monday of the month. 
For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-5239.

• The Big Spring 
Salvation Army will be 
conducting free blood pres-
sure and glucose screen-
ings Dec. 10 and Dec. 31 
from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. at 
the Army’s Corps Building, 
located at 811 W. Fifth St. 
The screenings are being 
sponsored by In-Home 
Care. For more informa-
tion, contact the Salvation 
Army at 267-8239.

• Vendors are needed for 
the Christmas Bazaar to 
be held from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, at 
Canterbury South. Please 
contact Jennifer Mendez 
at 263-1238 or leave a mes-
sage.

• The Permian Basin 
Foundation has awarded 
West Texas Opportunities 
Inc. $130,000 through the 
Texas Resources for Iraq 
Afghanistan Deployment 
fund. WTO will assist cur-
rent and former military 
personnel serving in Iraq 
or Afghanistan and their 
families. Funding will 
serve Howard, Martin, 
Andrews, Borden, Dawson, 
Ector, Fisher, Gaines, 
Glasscock, Midland, 
Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry 
and Upton counties. For 
more information, contact 
Diana Martinez or Debbie 
Wilson at 110 Johnson in 
Big Spring or call (432) 267-
9536.

• Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center’s Relay for 
Life team is selling cook-
books to raise funds for 
the American Cancer 
Society. The cookbooks 
can be purchased at the 
PBX operator’s booth for 
$10 apiece. For more infor-
mation, contact Beverly 

The jackpot in the multistate Mega Millions lottery 
drawing grew to $146 million for Friday’s drawing.

None of the tickets sold for Tuesday’s $128 million 
drawing matched all five lotto numbers and the Mega 
Ball.

The winning numbers from Tuesday’s drawing were: 
2-17-22-32-51. The Mega Ball number was 35.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Tuesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 34-23-32-4-15.
Number matching five of five: 1. Prize: $26,188
Winning ticket sold in: Houston.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Tuesday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 3-3-8-0. Sum It Up: 14.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Tuesday night by 
the Texas Lottery, in order: 5-0-8. Sum It Up: 13.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the follow-
ing activity between 7 a.m. Tuesday and 7 a.m. today:

• KEVIN KENDALL, 47, address unknown, was arrest-
ed Monday on charges of disorderly conduct – language, 
public intoxication and assault.

• BRYSON VANDERBILT, 23, of 1603 Robin, was 
arrested Tuesday on a charge of driving while license 
invalid.

• FRANCES YANEZ, 20, of 1900 Martin Luther King 
Blvd., was arrested Tuesday on a charge of driving 
while license invalid.

• MIKE TRAYNOR, 36, of 509 E. 17th St., was arrested 
Tuesday on two local capias warrants.

• BROOKE RIOS, 19, of 712 Lorilla, was arrested 
Tuesday on two local capias warrants.

• ELIJAH ALDRIDGE, 44, of 307 San Jacinto, was 
arrested Tuesday on a charge of no driver’s license.

• THEFT OF FIREARM was reported in the 400 block 
of Fourth Street.

• THEFT was reported:
in the 400 block of Fourth Street.
in the 2500 block of Gregg Street.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
in the 300 block of Main Street.
in the 600 block of George.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported:
in the 200 block of 11th Place.
in the 1000 block of Main Street.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail report-
ed having 63 inmates at the time of this report.

• MICAH LEVI PEARSON, 23, was transferred to the 
county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a motion to revoke 
probation for driving while license invalid.

• STEPHANIE MICHELLE MIMS, 20, was transferred 
to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• CYNDRA DAWN GEORGE, 24, was transferred to 
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
theft.

• GONZALO GONZALES, 30, was transferred to the 
county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of driving 
while license invalid – DWI related.

• PAMELA LEFLER, 46, was arrested Tuesday by the 
HCSO on a motion to revoke probation for driving while 
intoxicated – open container, third or more offense.

• BRANDON DEE RUSHIN, 38, was arrested Tuesday 
by the HCSO on a charge of bondsman off bond for driv-
ing while license invalid with a previous conviction – 
motion to revoke probation.

TODAY
• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in 

the Eagles Lodge at 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard College 

Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• League of United Latin American Citizens LULAC 

Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big Spring Area 
Chamber of Commerce. The public is invited. 

• Genealogy Society of Big Spring meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.

• Big Spring Masonic Lodge No. 1340 meets at 7:30 
p.m. at 2101 Lancaster. 

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 a.m. 

until about 3 p.m. at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church. 
Call 267-1037 or 267-7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon at 

the Howard College Cactus Room.
• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 7:30 

p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

MONDAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 5 

p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad 
for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. Call 213-
1342 or 263-6819. 

• Big Spring Band Boosters meet at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Big Spring High School band hall. 

• Coahoma Lions Club meets at 6 p.m. in the 
Coahoma Community Center at 306 North Ave.

• The Concerned Citizens Council meets at 7 p.m. at 
the Howard County Library. For more information, 
call 264-6116.

• Archeology Society for Howard and Borden coun-
ties meets at 7 p.m. in the Howard County Library 
Community Room in the basement. Call 270-2615 for 
more information. 

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at 
606 E. Third.

• Big Spring Society of the Order of Beacieants 
meets at 6:30 p.m. for a meal with meeting that begins 
at 7:30 p.m. at 221 Main.

• Big Spring Commandry meets at 7:30 p.m. at 221 
Main.

	 If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board

Fire/EMS

Lottery

Police blotter

Sheriff’s report

Support Groups

Take Note

Obituaries

Laura Amanda Clark Whitley, 93, a for-
mer longtime resident of Big Spring,  
died Oct. 24, 2008, in Clear Lake City, 
Texas. She moved to Clear Lake about 2 
1/2 years ago  following the death of her 
husband, M. Douglas Whitley. 

Laura was born in North Liberty, Ind., 
on Feb. 21, 1915, to Vera and Russell 
Clark. She met and married Douglas in 
California in 1944 while he was in the 
Navy during WWII and moved to Texas.

After moving to Big Spring in 1956, 
Laura taught grade school for many years 
at  both College Heights and Washington 
schools. Douglas taught chemistry and 

physics at Big Spring High School and 
Howard  Jr. College. Laura was known 
for her teaching, love of flowers and 
many creative projects.

Laura and Douglas are survived by 
their children, Glenn Whitley of St. Louis, 
Mo., Beth Whitley of Clear Lake City, 
Reed Whitley of Hobbs, N.M.; and Kerry 
Whitley of Mesquite. They also have 
seven grandchildren and two great grand-
children. 

The family home which they built was 
located at 1500 Phillips Rd.

Paid obituary

Laura Amanda Clark Whitley 

Your Local Weather
Thu

12/4

53/26
Generally
sunny despite
a few after-
noon clouds.
High 53F.

Fri
12/5

50/36
Mix of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
low 50s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sat
12/6

68/35
Mostly
sunny. Highs
in the upper
60s and lows
in the mid
30s.

Sun
12/7

68/45
Considerable
cloudiness.
Highs in the
upper 60s
and lows in
the mid 40s.

Mon
12/8

74/44
Clouds giv-
ing way to
sun . Highs in
the mid 70s
and lows in
the mid 40s.

©2005 American Profile Hometown Content Service
The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 

Medical Services reported the following activity:
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of Lancaster. 

One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of Elm. One 

person was transported to SMMC.
• TRAUMA was reported in the 3600 block of Connally. 

Service refused.

Grant at 268-4952.
• HATS (Hope After The 

Sadness), an American 
Cancer Society Resource 
Room is now available at 
First Methodist Church. 
This center provides infor-
mation and valuable 
resources for those affect-
ed by  cancer. This HATS 
ministry, established in 
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BOB BROCK 
Ford Lincoln Mercury Nissan

500 W. 4th  Big Spring, Texas  1-800-288-2082 / 432-267-7424
www.bobbrockford.com

★ ★ ★  TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★
2008 Ford F350 Crewcab 4X4 King Ranch Powerstroke - White w/
Tan Leather, Loaded, Like New, Long Bed, Has Only 2,300 Miles.
Was $54,995                                                                  Sale Price $49,995
2007 Chevrolet C1500 Crewcab SL - Lt. Blue w/Gray Cloth, One 
Owner, Nice Truck, Has Only 29,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                  Sale Price $23,995
2007 Ford F150 Supercrew 4X2 XLT - Silver w/Gray Cloth, Local 
One Owner, Like New, Has Only 28,000 Miles.
Was $21,995                                                                  Sale Price $20,995
2007 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT 4X2 - Black w/Gray Cloth, Ford 
Certified Unit, 6 Year 100,000 Mile Warranty, Has Only 27,000 Miles.
Was $24,995                                                                  Sale Price $23,995
2006 Ford F250 Crew Cab Lariat Powerswtroke - Black w/Gray 
Leather, Local One Owner.
Was $28,995                                                                  Sale Price $25,995
2006 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT -Maroon w/Cloth, V-8, All Power, 
One Owner w/18,000 Miles.
Was $23,995                                                                  Sale Price $20,995
2005 Ford F250 Crew Cab 4X4 Powerstroke King Ranch - Maroon 
And Tan w/Leather, All Power, One Owner.
Was $30,995                                                                  Sale Price $28,995
2005 Chevrolet 1500 H.D. Crew Cab L.S. 4X4 - White w/Cloth, 6.0, 
V-8 Local One Owner w/36,000 Miles.
Was $23,995                                                                  Sale Price $21,995
2005 Ford F150 Supercab XL 4X4 - White, Tilt/Cruise, 5.4 V-8, Local 
One Owner.
Was $18,995                                                                  Sale Price $16,995
2005 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Gray w/Cloth, V-8, All Power, One 
Owner.
Was $14,995                                                                  Sale Price $13,995

2004 Chevrolet C1500 L.S. - Short Wheel Base, Pewter w/Cloth, 6 
Cyl., Automatic, Air, One Owner w/58,000 Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                  Sale Price $13,995

2004 Ford F250 Crew Cab XLT Powerstroke - Blue/Silver, Cloth, 
All Power, Local One Owner.
Was $22,995                                                                  Sale Price $20,995

2004 Ford Ranger Supercab XLT - Tan w/Tan Cloth, Great Little 
Truck, All Power, CD, Low Miles.
Was $12,995                                                                  Sale Price $11,975

★ ★ ★  SUVS  ★ ★ ★

2005 Ford Explorer XLT Sport Trac - Red w/Cloth, All Power, Local 
One Owner w/65,000 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                  Sale Price $16,995

2005 Toyota Sequoia SR5 - Silver w/Cloth, All Power, Moonroof, 
Local One Owner, 44,000 Miles.
Was $27,995                                                                  Sale Price $22,995

2004 Nissan Murano SE - Black w/Cloth, All Power, Local One 
Owner w/69,000 Miles.
Was $20,995                                                                  Sale Price $18,995

2004 Nissan Murano SE - White w/Cloth, All Power, Local One 
Owner w/69,000 Miles.
Was $20,995                                                                  Sale Price $18,995

2004 Chevrolet Tahoe LT - Gray w/Leather, All Power, Local One 
Owner w/57,000 Miles.
Was $21,995                                                                  Sale Price $18,995

2004 Honda CRV LX 4X4 - White w/Cloth, V-6, All POWER, DVD, 
Local One Owner.
Was $13,995                                                                  Sale Price $10,995

2004 GMC Yukon XL SLT - Maroon w/Leather, All Power, One 
Owner.
Was $19,995                                                                  Sale Price $17,995

2004 Nissan Xterra SE - Silver w/Cloth, All Power, One Owner 
w/36,000 Miles.
Was $19,995                                                                  Sale Price $13,995

★ ★ ★  CARS  ★ ★ ★

2008 Ford Focus SE - Blue w/Gray Cloth, All Power, Great MPG, 
Bought At Ford Program Sale, Only 17,000 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                Sale Price $16,995

2008 Ford Focus SE - Silver w/Gray Cloth, All Power, Great MPG, 
Bought At Ford Program Sale, Only 19,000 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                               Sale Price $16,995

2008 Ford Focus SE - White w/Tan Cloth, All Power, Great MPG, 
Bought At Ford Program Sale, Only 12,000 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                  Sale Price $16,995

2007 Lincoln TownCar Signature LTD - White Silk, w/Tan Leather, 
Lincoln Certified 6 Year 100,000 Mile Warranty, Great Looking 
Towncar, Must See. Only 12,000 Miles.
Was $31,995                                                                  Sale Price $29,995

2007 Ford Fusion SEL - Silver, w/Gray Cloth, Bought At Ford 
Program Sal;e, Like New, All Power, Great MPG, Only 24,000 Miles.
Was $17,995                                                                  Sale Price $16,995

2006 Lincoln Town Car Signature - Dark Stone, Leather, All Power, 
One Owner w/35,000 Miles.
Was $23,995                                                                  Sale Price $21,995

2004 Mercury Grand Marquis L.S. - Tan w/Leather, All Power, One 
Owner w/50,000 Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                  Sale Price $12,995

2004 Lincoln Town Car Ultimate - Cashmere White w/Leather, All 
Power, One Owner w/32,000 Miles.
Was $20,995                                                                  Sale Price $18,995

2004 Mercedes C240 - Tan w/Leather, All Power, Locally Owned 
w/42,000 Miles.
Was $21,995                                                                  Sale Price $17,995

2004 Nissan Maxima SL - Black w/Leather, All Power, Local One 
Owner, Skylight.
Was $23,995                                                                  Sale Price $17,995

2003 Cadillac DeVille. - Tan w/Leather, All Power, One Owner. 
Was $14,995                                                                  Sale Price $12,995

18384

★ ★ ★  TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★

2004 Ford F150 Supercab XLT 4X2 - Tan w/Tan Cloth, Local One 
Owner, All Power, Very Nice Truck.
Was $16,995                                                                  Sale Price $15,995

SAVE THOUSANDS
END OF YEAR RED TAG SALE

STEERS
Continued from Page 1B

figures for Big Spring with Josh 
Harris posting the second-high-
est total with eight.

David Helton’s 16 led the way 
for Central with Marc Campos 
hitting several key shots in the 
fourth quarter to finish with 12 
points.

“We looked like we were play-
ing our first game out of football, 

but it was still promising,” said 
Morris. “Some of the guys looked 
like it had been a year since they 
had touched a basketball. The 
effort was there, though, and 
really it’s kind of what I expect-
ed being our first game out of 
football.”

Big Spring takes part in the 
Gym Bice Classic in Andrews 
starting Thursday. Last season, 
the Steers won the tourney, 
defeating each opponent they 
faced by at least 19 points.

They’ll open with Midland 
Classical, which is ranked sec-
ond in the TAPPs small school 
poll, at 7:30 p.m.

“We won this thing last year, 
but we’ll open with a very good 
Midland Classical team,” said 
Morris. “Rankings don’t mean 
anything, but they’re a highly 
thought-of team and won’t make 
anything easy for us. I’d like to 
get more practices in at this 
time of year, but this is the way 
it works right now. We’re a little 

behind, but we’ll get there.”
The Classic means a lot to 

Morris, who is a graduate of 
Andrews High School and idol-
ized Bice growing up.

“This is a special tournament 
for me. Gym Bice was a senior in 
high school when I was a fresh-
man and he went on to play at 
UTEP,” said Morris. “He took 
Andrews to the state tournament 
his senior year. He’s always 
been kind of a hero to me. Just 
going back to that gym and 

knowing who the tournament 
honors is a pretty neat experi-
ence for me.”
Big Spring  8  8  22 16—54
Central        7 20 22 17—66

Big Spring (0-4) - Darius McAllister 7, 
Jerrell Williams 24, Pavel Plakhotny 3, Josh 
Harris 8, Xavian Parnell 2, Matt Ritchey 4, 
Sidney Parker 6. 

Central (4-3) - Kevin Bond 6, Solomon 
Sutton 9, Reggie Sutton 4, David Helton 16, 
DeMarcus Berry 3, Clayton Kafer 7, Marc 
Campos 12, Jon Lewis 4, Cody Bockelman 
5.

3-pointers: Big Spring 5 (Williams 4, Harris 
1), Central 0. Fouled out: Tyrone Clemons, 
Ritchey, Parker.

LADY STEERS
Continued from Page 1B

us on film, we’re getting some 
open shots. Somebody just has 
to start putting the ball in the 
hole.”

Desiree Anderson led the Lady 
Steers with eight points, while 
Kalina Fletcher scored seven 
and made the only 3-pointer of 
the game.

Greenwood was led by Danna 
Howard’s game-high 15 points. 
Holly Davis had 11, while Ashley 

Ricketson chipped in 10.
The Lady Steers take part in 

the Kristen Corbin Classic in 
Andrews starting Thursday. 
They’ll face Paducah in the first 
round of the tournament at 3 
p.m.

Contact Sports Editor Jonathan 
Hull by calling 263-7331, ext. 237, 
or by e-mailing him at sports@
bigspringherald.com.

Big Spring  12   7 10   5—34
Greenwood 12 20 16 15—63

Big Spring (2-4) — Linzee Yarbar 1, 
Kalina Fletcher 7, LeShaunte Anderson 6, 

Valerie Ross 4, Desiree Anderson 8, 
Bridgette Tuitt 3, Cerbi Ritchey 5.

Greenwood (5-1) — Kendall Ivie 4, 
Kaleena Garcia 2, Holly Davis 11, Margeaux 
Baumann 6, Alyssia Simmons 2, Kayla Long 
4, Danna Howard 15, Katie Duran 7, Ashley 
Ricketson 10, Bianca Reyes 2.

Free throws — BSHS 5-13, GHS 21-30. 
3-point goals — BSHS 1 (Fletcher). Total 
fouls — BSHS 20, GHS 16. Fouled out — 
Yarbar.

AREA
Continued from Page 1B

The Buffs trailed by 4 after the 
first period and were tied with 
the Wildcats, 26-26, at intermis-
sion. However, Stanton found its 
game in the third, outscoring 
Wink 18-3 in the frame.

Stanton plays in the 23rd 
Annual Coahoma Invitational 
starting Thursday, matching up 
with Borden County in the first 
round at 4:30 p.m.

Stanton12 14 18 6—50
Wink    16 10   7 3—36

Stanton (1-0) — Tyler Fulton 24, Trace 

Sidle 9, Ryan Brantley 4, Steven Reyes 3, 
Ramsey Fleckenstein 6, Robbie Noland 4, 
Sean Smith 2.

Wink — Seth Abbott 4, Tyler Abila 7, Shae 
Abbott 2, Tyler Richardson 6, Trevor Casteal 
9, Chad Boggus 8.

Free throws — SHS 4-10, WHS 5-13. 
3-point goals — SHS 6 (Sidle 3, Reyes, 
Fleckenstein 2), WHS 3 (Abila, Richardson 
2). Total fouls — SHS 10, WHS 12. Fouled 
out — None.

Grady 50,
O’Donnell 37

LENORAH — Grady’s Wildcats 
received a memorable perfor-
mance from Dylan Cox 
Tuesday.

Cox scored 30 points to lead the 
Wildcats to a 50-37 victory over 

O’Donnell, improving Grady’s 
record to 2-2. Cox nailed six treys 
for 24 of his 30.

The Wildcats led by 3 after the 
first period, but started to run 
away from O’Donnell in the sec-
ond, outscoring the Eagles, 17-2, 
in the frame.

Grady will be taking part in 
the Bearkat Booster Club Klassic 
starting at 4:30 p.m. Thursday in 
Garden City, playing McCamey 
in the first round.

O’Donnell   9   2  9  17—37
Grady 	   12 17  9  12—50

O’Donnell (1-3) — Castillo 7, Furlow 14, 
Seely 3, Ramirez 9, Reyna 2, Williams 2

Grady (2-2) — Shane Teague 4, Dylan 
Cox 30, tyler Matthews 2, Joe cook 2, John 
Ramirez 2, Johan Wiebe 2, Jacob Rodriquez 

8
Free throws — OHS 8-11, GHS 14-23. 

3-point goals — OHS 3 (Furlow 2, Seely 1), 
GHS 6 (Cox 6). Total fouls — OHS 20, GHS 
18. Fouled out — Castillo. Technical fouls 
— Castillo.

Grady 39, 
O’Donnell 22

Grady’s Lady Wildcats evened 
their record to 3-3 Tuesday, 
blasting the O’Donnell Lady 
Eagles, 39-22.

The Lady ‘Cats used a domi-
nant second period, outscoring 
the Lady Eagles 12-4, to get the 
separation they needed for the 
win.

Ten of O’Donnell’s 22 points 

were scored in the first period.
Eva Dyck led the Lady ‘Cats 

with a game-high 14 points and 
was complimented by Julia 
Schuelke’s eight.

Grady faces McCamey in the 
first round of the Bearkat Booster 
Club in Garden City at 3 p.m. 
Thursday.

O’Donnell 	 10   4 2 6—22
Grady 		  14 12 7 6—39

O’Donnell (0-6) — Barrioz 2, Williams 5, 
Ochoa 4, Zepeda 2, Patridge 8, Hensley 1.

Grady (3-3) — Eva Dyck 14, Maegan 
Blocker 3, Julia Schuelke 8, Kaitlyn Blocker 
1, M.J. Price 2, Lauren Robinson 6, Katie 
Meeks 3, Tasha Enriquez 2.

Free throws — O’Donnell 4-11, Grady 
9-14. 3-point goals — O’Donnell 2 (Patridge 
2), Grady 0. Total fouls — O’Donnell 15, 
Grady 15. Fouled out — None.

By BETSY BLANEY
Associated Press Writer

LUBBOCK — Mike Leach can 
look back on this season and 
know he led Texas Tech to its 
best one yet.

The pirate-loving coach and 
his No. 8 Red Raiders did it by 
getting their first win over a top-

ranked team, garnering their 
highest national ranking and 
capturing their first Big 12 South 
trophy — the latter a shared 
prize due to a three-way tie.

Now Leach can add another 
first. 

The Associated Press on 
Tuesday named him Big 12 coach 
of the year. 

In balloting of reporters who 
regularly cover the conference 
for newspapers in the league’s 
seven states, Leach got 16 votes 
to four for Texas' Mack Brown.

Since the conference began in 
1996 it is the first time Texas 
Tech’s coach has won the 
honor.

“I don’t know what to say,” 

said Leach, who’s rarely at a loss 
for words. “I have good people 
around me. We had a good year, 
and I had something to do with 
it, too, you know.”

For the man known to enjoy 
reading Winston Churchill, the 
season has seen, well, his finest 
hour.

Tech has for years been con-

sidered a good team, but the Red 
Raiders’ pass-happy offense was 
mostly written off as a gimmicky 
outfit that put up gaudy num-
bers in Leach’s spread offense. 
Every quarterback but one has 
led the nation in passing in 
Leach’s nine seasons, yet the 
Red Raiders never won more 
than nine games.

Leach garners Big 12 coach of the year honor



Rice: Mumbai attacks are “the kind 
of terror in which al-Qaida participates”

NEW DELHI (AP) — Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice says the attacks in Mumbai are “the kind of terror 
in which al-Qaida participates.”

Rice arrived in New Delhi on Wednesday as part of a 
U.S. effort to ease tensions in the region after a three-
day terrorist attack killed 171 people in India’s financial 
capital.

“Whether there is a direct al-Qaida hand or not, this 
is clearly the kind of terror in which al-Qaida partici-
pates,” she said during a press conference.

“We are not going to jump to any conclusions about who 
is responsible for this although the U.S. is prepared and 
is already actively engaged in information sharing.”

Chambliss wins U.S. Senate runoff, ending 
Dems’ hopes for filibuster-proof majority

ATLANTA (AP) — Relieved Republicans celebrated 
a resounding win in Georgia’s hard-fought U.S. Senate 
runoff, a victory that denied Democrats a filibuster-
proof majority and cemented the state’s reputation as a 
GOP bastion.

Sen. Saxby Chambliss trounced Democrat Jim Martin 
Tuesday night, winning his second term by a margin of 
more than 10 percentage points. The race dashed Demo-
crats’ hopes of a 60-seat majority immune to Senate fili-
busters, which would have given President-elect Barack 
Obama a stronger hand moving his agenda.

A Martin victory was a longshot in Georgia. A Demo-
crat hasn’t won an open statewide seat since 1998.

Martin hoped to capitalize on excitement surround-
ing Obama but was unable to get many of the president 
elect’s voters back to the polls one month after the gener-
al election. Obama never came to the state to campaign 
for Martin, although he recorded automated phone calls 
and a radio ad for the former state lawmaker from At-

lanta.
Chambliss revved up the state’s vaunted GOP turnout 

operation and kept a parade of ex-GOP presidential can-
didates traipsing through the state to whip up enthusi-
asm. He brought in Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, the former 
candidate for vice president, as his closer. She headlined 
four rallies for Chambliss across the state Monday that 
drew thousands of party faithful.

Big Three auto executives detail requests for 
$34 billion in government help

WASHINGTON (AP) — Detroit’s Big Three auto execu-
tives have ditched their corporate jets for hybrid cars 
and replaced vague pleas for federal help with detailed 
requests for as much as $34 billion in their second crack 
at persuading Congress to throw their struggling com-
panies a lifeline.

Congressional leaders are reviewing three separate 
survival plans from Chrysler LLC, General Motors Corp. 
and Ford Motor Co. as they weigh whether to call law-
makers back to Washington for a special session next 
week to vote on an auto bailout.

In blueprints delivered to Capitol Hill on Tuesday, GM 
and Chrysler said they needed an immediate infusion of 
government cash to last until New Year’s, and both said 
they could drag the entire industry down if they fail. 
Ford is requesting a $9 billion “standby line of credit” 
that it says it doesn’t expect to use unless one of the oth-
er Big Three goes belly up.

But Chrysler said it needed $7 billion by year’s end just 
to keep running. And GM asked for an immediate $4 bil-
lion as the first installment of a $12 billion loan, plus a 
$6 billion line of credit it might need if economic condi-
tions worsen. 

The two painted the direst portraits to date — includ-
ing the prospects of shuttered factories and massive 
job losses — of what could happen if Congress doesn’t 
quickly step in.

Democratic leaders voiced concern and a desire to 
do something to avert an automaker collapse, but they 
made no commitments about helping an industry that’s 
made few friends lately on Capitol Hill.

HOMICIDE
Continued from Page 1A

was reported at 905 E. 16th 
St. at 9:38 p.m. Sunday, 
May 4. According to police 
reports, Garcia was preg-
nant at the time of her 
death.

Also injured in the shoot-
ing were an unidentified 
3-year-old girl, 19-year-old 
Phiilp Martinez, 21-year-
old Daniel Rios and 
21-year-old David Rios. 
According to Everett, the 
3-year-old suffered a leg 
wound and was treated 

at the emergency room at 
Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center and released.

According to police in-
vestigators, a dark-colored 
Ford pickup was seen leav-
ing the scene of the shoot-
ing.

Three arrests have been 
made in relation to the in-
cident, according to ear-
lier reports from Everett.  
James Cole, 18, of Lamesa; 
Gabriel Gonzales, 21, of 
Fort Stockton; and Eduar-
do Mares, 21, of Seminole 
have all been charged with 
deadly conduct – discharge 
of a firearm in connection 

with the shooting. Howev-
er, none of the three have 
been arrested and charged 
with murder, according to 
police records.

Everett confirmed Cole 
is a member of the Latin 
Kings street gang and 
maintains the shooting —  
along with a slew of other 
shootings in the Big Spring 
area during the first part 
of 2008 — are all connected 
to a drug turf dispute be-
tween a Big Spring family 
and the Latin Kings.

Howard County District 
Attorney Hardy Wilker-
son said it’s not unusual 

for an investigation of this 
magnitude to take several 
months.

“We’re looking at all of 
the information the police 
have provided to us, and 
we’re working to get it into 
a form we can present to 
the grand jury,” said Wilk-
erson. “It’s not as if this 
case has been wrapped up. 
There’s still a considerable 
amount of work going on, 
it’s just doing so behind 
the scenes.”

Wilkerson said his office 
will examine the evidence 
before deciding whether 
the shooting should be 

prosecuted as a capital 
murder.

“It certainly appears 
to have the merits neces-
sary for capital murder, 
but until the details of the 
investigation are turned 
over to us its hard to say 
for sure,” said Wilkerson 
shortly after the investiga-
tion began. “Anything at 
this point would purely be 
speculation.”

Both Everett and Wilker-
son declined to comment 
on the details of the ongo-
ing investigation.

Contact Staff Writer 

Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.
com

LABOR
Continued from Page 1A

developments in produc-
tivity and wages to see if 
inflation is getting out of 
hand. But the central bank 
was likely to view the 
recent developments as 
temporary and not long-
run trends.

Analysts had expected a 
big downward revision in 
productivity given the fact 
that overall output, as mea-
sured by the gross domes-
tic product, was revised 
to show a decline of 0.5 
percent at an annual rate, 
a bigger drop than the 0.3 

percent decrease that was 
originally reported.

Still, the 1.3 percent rise 
in productivity was the 
weakest showing since 
a 0.8 percent rise in the 
fourth quarter of 2007.

While rising wages and 
benefits are good for work-
ers, if those gains outstrip 
increases in productivity 
it can create serious in-
flation problems as busi-
nesses are forced to boost 
the cost of their products 
to cover the higher wage 
demands.

If workers are more pro-
ductive, though, business-
es are able to increase their 
pay and cover the costs 
with the increased output 

of goods and services.
The Fed was likely to 

view the latest develop-
ment in productivity and 
labor costs against the 
backdrop of an economy 
that has fallen into a reces-
sion. During a recession, 
output falls, which hurts 
productivity, but rising 
job layoffs keep a lid on 
wage pressures.

Inflation concerns prac-
tically disappeared last 
month after a report 
showed that consumer 
prices in October took 
their biggest monthly 
plunge in the six decades 
that records have been 
kept.

The big fall in prices in 

October primarily reflect-
ed the fact that energy pric-
es, which had been surg-
ing earlier in the year, are 
now declining sharply.

The Fed, trying to get the 
country out of the reces-
sion, cut interest rates by 
a full percentage point in 
October. The federal funds 
rate, the interest rate that 
banks charge each other, 
fell to 1 percent, a level 
seen only once before in 
the past half-century.

Economists believe the 
Fed will cut rates again at 
their next meeting on Dec. 
15-16.

A panel of economists 
with the National Bureau 
of Economic Research an-

nounced Monday that the 
country has been in a re-
cession since December 
2007, making the current 
downturn the longest in 
a quarter century. The 
1981-82 recession last 16 
months.
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Daily Special
1 Pork Chop

2 Eggs
Hash Browns

$3.29

Owners
Tina & Misty

Zubiate

LOS TRES MESQUITES
Mexican Food, Burgers,
Bakery & Much More

Call In Orders
Welcome

We Are Open
Mon. Thru Sun. 7-9

432-517-4298
1103 East 11th Place 18

57
6

18
84

8 1211 Scurry  • 432-264-6094
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 - 5:30

8:30 - 12:00 Every 1st & 3rd. Saturday

1602 Scurry St. • (432) 267-5053

A.J. Pirkle
Agent/Owner

17
40

8

P/W Pirkle/Weir Ins. Agency

CALL FOR A
COMPETITIVE QUOTE 

TODAY.

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/30/08
11587

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Juan Jose "J.J." 
Bustamante, 30, died 
Saturday.  Funeral 
Services were at 10:00 AM 
Wednesday at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church 
with burial at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park.                       

Vincente C. Carmona, 
58, died Tuesday.  Vigil 
Services will be at 7:00 
PM Thursday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated 
in any row, column or box. 

sudoku

Phone: (432) 263-5517                                         1701 Lancaster
                                                               Big Spring, TX 79720

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider”

Cover your Pasture, Rangeland 
and Forage against drought!

17428

www.kellynewtoninsurance.com

HOLIDAY
Continued from Page 1A

patio. 
The parade begins at 5:30 

p.m. at the intersection 
of Gregg and FM 700 and 

will make its way north on 
Gregg. The Weather Chan-
nel predicts a chilly but 
clear evening with a low of 
about 36 degrees and sun-
set about 5:41 p.m., just in 
time to enhance the more 
than 40 lighted entries ex-
pected this year.

Grand Marshals Bill and 
Joyce Crooker will lead 
off the parade, which nor-
mally draws thousands of 
people.

To cap off a busy day, the 
First United Methodist 
Church presents its “gift to 
the community,” the 30th 

annual Living Christmas 
Tree that evening. The an-
nual concert will be held at 
8 p.m. Saturday and Sun-
day with a dress rehearsal 
at 2 p.m. that is open to the 
public. 

The event is free but tick-
ets are needed to attend. 

Tickets are available at 
the church office, 400 Scur-
ry St.. Office hours are 9 
a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 
5 p.m. through Thursday 
and 9 a.m. until noon and 
1 p.m. until 4 p.m  Friday. 
For more information, call 
267-6394.

News at a glance▼
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Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Garage Sales
MOVING SALE: 2608 Ent. 
Drive, Saturday 10:00-3:00. 
Furniture, appliances, electron-
ics, baby items, dishes, 
women’s & men’s plus size 
clothing, knick-knacks and lots 
more.

MOVING SALE: 717 Colgate. 
All day Friday and Saturday 
morning til 10.  Miscellaneous 
household items, Xmas decor, 
bookcase, TV stand.  Too 
much to move! 

Help Wanted
Accounts Payable Clerk
Position requires minimum of 
one year’s experience in ac-
counts payable, in addition to 
good general office skills. Good 
overall computer skills re-
quired, and prefer experience 
with Quick Books accounting 
software.
Please apply in person. Re-
sume required. No phone calls, 
please.
Fiberod, Inc.
3604 Bethel Dr.
Big Spring, TX
EOE

AMERICAN STATE bank is 
seeking a self-motivated em-
ployee with excellent sales, 
communications, and customer 
service skills to work a flexible 
part-time teller schedule. Credit 
and criminal checks are part of 
our application process. Apply 
at 1411 Gregg Street.

BIG SPRING Oil Company, 
needs experienced Tool 
Pusher. Must be able to pass 
drug test. Competitive salary 
and limited benefits. Most work 
within 60 miles of Big Spring or 
Snyder. Please send resume 
to: PO Box 1870, Big Spring, 
TX 79721.

Director of Maintenance:
Sands CISD has a position 
open for a Director of Mainte-
nance. Plumbing and electrical 
experience is required. Re-
sumes can be faxed to 
(432)353-4650 or mailed to 
P.O. Box 218, Ackerly, TX 
79713. For more information 
call (432)353-4888.

Help Wanted
BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a dependable, respon-
sible Full Time Office Clerk for 
a busy office. 40 Hour work 
week that will require Saturday 
work. Preferred candidates will 
possess Ten-key by touch, Ex-
cel, Word and other basic of-
fice skills. Professional tele-
phone skills necessary. Great 
benefits + Competitive hourly 
wage, depending on experi-
ence. Apply in person at 401 E. 
Interstate-20.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a full-time RN 
Position. Great hours, friendly 
atmosphere and Benefits. 
Sign-On Bonus $2500.00. Call 
for appointment 
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a full-time 
LVN. Great hours, friendly at-
mosphere. Call for appointment 
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Police Officer 

$15.47-$16.25/hr
Jailer 

Temp/Wasterwater Plant Op. 
Water Treatment Plant Tech 

Communications Officer
IT Specialist

Senior Center Coordinator
Animal Control Officer

Heavy Equipment Operator
For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com
or call (432)264-2346

Equal Opportunity Employer

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

FIRST BANK of West Texas is 
looking for a Head Teller. Teller 
experience a must, able to 
work with the public. Please 
apply at 607 S. Scurry St., Big 
Spring.

GARTMAN REFRIGERATION
need Certified HVAC and ex-
perienced plumber.   Apply in 
person,   3206 E. FM 700.

Help Wanted
GILLIHAN PAINT & Body has 
an immediate openings for a 
Body Technician. Must have 
five years experience and own 
tools. Apply at 821 W. 4th, Big 
Spring or Call 432-264-6528.

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

Full and Part Time 
All Shifts including

PRN and Weekend Doubles
Certified Nurse Aide(s)

Licensed Vocational Nurse(s)
$$$ New Pay Rates $$$

We recognize our employees 
are our greatest asset.

providing flexible schedules, 
a great place to work and 

more....
Great Benefits Package

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432)268-8387
Fax (432)268-1987 

badominguez@
sears-methodist.com

“Equal Opportunity Employer”

MATURE CHRISTIAN person 
interested in substituting for 
Christian childcare enter. Expe-
rience preferred, but will train. 
Must be able to pass Criminal 
History Check and FBI finger-
print check. Apply in person at 
NHCS 118 Cedar Rd.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING full time/ part 
time employees at WES-T-GO.  
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now seeking a 
full time Charge Nurse. We of-
fer competitive pay, Retire-
ment, Vacation, and a fun, 
friendly atmosphere. Apply in 
person or online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 
3200 Parkway, Big Spring, Tx. 
(432)263-4041.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

PLANT SUPERVISOR needed 
for Ameri-Tech Building Sys-
tems. Experience required in 
Portable Metal Building Manu-
facturing. Competitive Salary 
and Benefits available. Email to 
kwr_atbs@yahoo.com or fax to 
254-938-2762. EOE

POLLARD CHEVROLET
* Parts Department  

Position Open
Must be 18 yrs old or older
Some heavy lifting. 

Benefits: Health & Life insur-
ance,  401(k).  EOE

Apply at
1501 East 4th St.

Help Wanted
POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Avg. Pay $20/hr, $57K/yr in-
cluding Federal Benefits, OT. 
Placed by adSource, not affili-
ated w/ USPS who hires.   
1-866-795-4058.

RAINBOW CHRISTIAN
Pre-School needs full-time 
Bus Driver/Caregiver. Experi-
ence a must! Come by 409 Go-
liad to apply.

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full & 
Part time Cashiers. Apply in 
person at any Shell Star Stop 
in Big Spring. Drug Free Envi-
ronment.

WANTED DRILLING Supervi-
sor with at least 7 years experi-
ence. For Sharp Image Energy 
Inc. Please send resumes  to 
P.O. Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

WANTED OIL and Gas Drilling 
Engineer with at least 7 years 
experience and Reservoir En-
gineer experience would be 
helpful in their job application. 
For Sharp Image Energy Inc. 
Please send resumes  to P.O. 
Box 1888, Big Spring, Tx. 
79721.

Items for Sale
4PC LEATHER Sofa and 
Love brand new, has War-
ranty $650. 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
DOUBLE/FULL pillow top mat-
tress and box set. NEW, fac-
tory sealed. $130. 
432-664-8980.

A PILLOW Top Queen Mat-
tress Set. Brand New in Plastic 
with Mfg. warranty $150. 
432-664-8980.
-----------------------------------------
Wrought Iron Queen Bed and 
frame. Brand New. Has sleigh 
bed look. Will take $350. 
432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $325.00 Full Cord 
& $180.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

FLOWER SHOP
Inside Christmas Decorations,
Ornaments & Lights for Sale.

401 Edwards Blvd.
Call 830-275-2875

Frank Ortega

KING MATTRESS set, w/war-
ranty, brand new in plastic, 
$220 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
Brand New 5pc Micro fiber 
Sofa/Love seat, with War-
ranty. $550. 432-664-8980.

SHELLED PECANS. Excellent 
quality. Call (432)267-1180 or 
(432)816-4644. Delivery twice 
weekly on orders over 2 lbs.

Items for Sale
ONLY SATURDAY, Dec. 6th
ONLY 9am to 1pm
American Limestone has stone 
panels, bits & pieces at low 
cost. Corner of 1st Ave. and 
Wright Ave. Southeast side of 
Air Park.

PRESSURE RELIEVING,
Tempur-pedic type Memory 
Foam Mattress set new in plas-
tic. $450 432-664-8980.
------------------------------------------
Twin Cherry sleigh-bed solid 
wood still in box with mattress 
set, both new $348. 
432-664-8980.

Lost and Found
FOUND BEAUTIFUL female 
short haired cat on Highland 
Drive area. Very friendly. Call 
Sherri 432-816-2576.

Miscellaneous
1 LARGE wooden table- $100., 
3 space heaters- $15. each, 4 
recliners- $75 each, Old stereo 
system- $70. Excellent condi-
tion, also have 8 track tapes to 
go with it. Come by 607 Circle 
Drive.

ADJUSTABLE BED 7 queen 
mattess, BRAND NEW!!! war-
ranty, $990, 806-549-3110.......
Kitchen table & 4 chairs. Never 
used, boxed. Can del for 
x-mas. $170. 806-549-3110.

COMPLETE BEDROOM suite, 
cherry bed, dresser, mirror, 
nightstand, List. $1900. Sell 
$875. 806-549-3110.................
QUALITY BEDROOM set, 
Cherry finish, complete. Never 
used!!! $499. 806-549-3110......

COUNTER HEIGHT pedestal 
pub table with under storage, 
swivel stools, Still boxed!!! List 
$1180. Forfeit, $550, 
806-549-3110.

FOR SALE, inventory for stain-
glass studio. Call 
(325)728-3909

IF A LOVED ONE UNDER-
WENT HEMODIALYSIS and 
received Heparin between Oc-
tober 1, 2007 and August 1, 
2008 and died after the use of 
Heparin, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call Attorney 
Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727.

On the Farm

EZELL KEY 
FEED & GRAIN

98 Lancaster
(432)267-8112

Big Spring, Texas 79720
NOW OPEN TILL 4:00PM 

ON SATURDAYS
We have Deer Corn $9.00

We also will be carring
Moormans Pig Feed

We have all your 
Feed Needs

COME SEE US!!!

Pets

CHIHUAHUA/ POMERANIAN 
Puppies, Ready to go. Call 
432-264-8939.

Pets
FREE to loving home Rescued 
young adult Golden Retriever 
(female). Great w/cats and 
kids. Call 432-264-1422.

Real Estate for Rent

1218 EAST 15th, Very Nice--- 
2 bdrm, 1 bath, CH/A, stacked 
washer and dryer, stove and 
refrigerator furnished. $475. 
Month, $400. deposit. Call 
(432)517-0373.

1309 STANFORD, Newly Re-
modeled 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 
CH/A, washer/ dryer connec-
tions, tile floors, fenced back-
yard. $625. month, $500. de-
posit. Call (432)517-0373.

2200 SQ. ft. building for lease 
in a high traffic area @ 1307 
Gregg St.  Front & rear parking 
available.  Please contact Lucy 
@ 432-263-5000 for mor infor-
mation.

3 BDRM, 2 bath Brick home for 
Lease in quiet neighborhood. 2 
Living areas, fireplace, large 
sunroom and outdoor storage. 
References required. $900 per 
month. Contact Lucy @ 
432-263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

3709 DIXON, 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, den.  Stove & refrigerator 
furnished. CH/A. $700. month, 
$300 deposit. Call 
(432)267-1543.

EXTRA NICE Large 3 bed-
room, 2 bath,  CH/A. Nice quiet 
area. No Pets. $700. month, 
plus deposit.  Call 
(432)263-4528 or 
(432)296-0277.

PROOF
Client: Nabors
IO#:  NAB8523
Publication: Big Spring Herald
Section:  ____
Run Date: 11/23/08
Width: 3.75
Depth: 6

www.nabors.com

DRILLING JOBS
IN KAZAKHSTAN

As the world’s largest drilling contractor, Nabors originated pad drilling 
techniques now used worldwide to move rigs more rapidly between 
wells. The company has unmatched access to equipment, personnel 
and facilities in major oil and gas areas worldwide. Nabors Drilling 
International currently has the following opportunities available for 
their fleet in Kazakhstan.

These positions are available on a 35/35 day rotation, and require 
joystick/cyberchair rig experience, as well as at least three (3) years 
top drive and horizontal drilling experience with all appropriate tickets. 
Air and ground transportation, housing and meals will be provided to 
qualified candidates. NO entry level positions are available.

For consideration, please send your resume (including position title of 
interest) to june.melancon@nabors.com or fax to (281) 775-8437. EOE

Toolpushers
Drillers

Big Spring Conservatorship Worker -
Req. 104042

The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services has an 
opening for a Child Protective Services Conservatorship Worker 
position in Big Spring. The position is responsible for providing 
Child Protective Services to children in substitute care. The po-
sition interacts routinely with children and families, representa-
tives from various organizations, Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services, and the general public. Initiates appropriate 
legal action and/or testify in court to achieve protection or perma-
nent placement plans for children. Makes home visits to client’s 
homes. Provides transportation for children by car or air to desti-
nations within Texas as well as to other states. Must be willing to 
work outside of 8-5 and on weekends, if necessary.

Initial Screening Criteria:
Child Protective Services Specialist II: Graduation from an ac-
credited four-year college or university.

Child Protective Services Specialist III: Employed as a Child 
Protective Services Specialist for 18 months AND have received 

employed as a Child Protective Services Specialist III in Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Services.

Child Protective Services Specialist IV: Three and one half years 
cumulative Child Protective Services Specialist experience AND 
currently employed as a Child Protective Services Specialist III 
AND have received Child Protective Services Advanced Special-

-
vices Specialist IV in Texas Department of Family and Protective 
Services.

Please apply on-line at https://rm.accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us.
-

-

The Colorado River Municipal Water District, regional raw water 
supplier for the Permian Basin, is accepting applications for fol-
lowing positions in the Big Spring area.
Electrician - Trouble shoot, service, and maintain pump control 
panels, electric motors up to 3000 hp, power distribution systems, 
electrical sub-stations, submersible motors, and commercial and 
residential wiring. Intermediate level position, basic understanding 
of electronics/electricity needed.
Operations Maintenance Technician - Responsible for maintain-
ing the District’s raw water pipelines, pump stations, and wells. 
Entry to intermediate level position.

insurance, retirement plans, and sick, vacation and holiday leave.

406 E. 23rd Street, Big Spring, Texas 79720 or by calling 
(432) 267-6341, or on our website: www.crmwd.org. 18857
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Operator: Transition 
hotline, can I help you?

Caller: Uh, yeah, I’ve 
been reading about the 

transition ...
O: Yes, sir, only seven more weeks 

until The One takes the oath!
C: Yeah, really look-

ing forward to it. But 
I wanted to double-
check something.

O: Ask away, sir. We 
have answers you can 
believe in.

C: I’ve been reading 
about some of the peo-
ple who are going to 
help Barack Obama 
change Washington 
...

O: The One.
C: The who?
O: The One. We don’t say Obama. 

We say The One. We want all 
Americans to say it, in the spirit of 
national unity.

C: The One.
O: You’ve got it. Please tell your 

friends.
C: You betcha.
O: Oh, now, we don’t say that.
C: Say what?
O: That expression you just used. 

I can’t repeat it. This call is being 
monitored. But we’re discouraging 
its use. We hope to have it officially 
banned next year, but for now it’s 
just a request.

C: You mean, you betcha?
O: Please, sir. It hurts my ears. 

But, yes, that’s the one. Not The 
One, of course. But that’s the phrase 

I’m referring to. We looked back 
over the campaign tapes and real-
ized that so many of the things the 
other side said had hateful and 
racial overtones. Not surprisingly, 
that includes pretty much every-
thing they say in Alaska.

C: I had no idea.
O: I can’t discuss all that’s in-

volved here, but the problems with 
that state go far beyond turkey 
abuse, I can assure you.

C: That was pretty freaky.
O: PETA is filing a lawsuit. But 

that’s just a start. That poor bird 
was just a metaphor. We think 
there’s a good chance we can get 
the Republican Party labeled a hate 
group and banned. In the spirit of 
national unity, of course.

C: Of course.
O: You betcha. ... Oh, shoot. I hope 

I didn’t offend you.
C: I didn’t know I was supposed to 

be offended.
O: You’ll catch on. It’s an educa-

tion process. Now, sir, did you have 
a question?

C: Oh, yeah. The transition. 
Obama won, right?

O: The One.
C: Sorry. The One. The One won, 

right?
O: Of course The One won. How 

could he not? We had history, fate, 
destiny, karma, the media and 
Oprah all on our side.

C: That’s what I thought. So what’s 
with some of these people he’s hir-
ing?

O: Sir?
C: Hillary for secretary of state? 

Wasn’t she involved somehow in 
the Clinton administration?

O: Very peripherally. We’ve de-
termined that there was very little 
communication between the two, 
especially after a certain point in 
the second term.

C: That dude from Harvard who 
said women can’t do math or sci-
ence?

O: Larry Summers will head the 
National Economic Council. But 
after his diversity and sensitivity 
classes, he’ll only be allowed to 
speak to The One. Otherwise, his 
all-female Secret Service detach-
ment is authorized to smack him 
upside the head.

C: What about Bob Gates at the 
Pentagon? If we wanted a third 
term for the war criminal Bush, we 
would’ve voted for McCain.

O: Sir, you are going to have to 
watch your language. We don’t use 
the B-word.

C: My dad’s a conservative, and 
he likes these picks. My friends are 
talking impeachment. They tried 
calling Dennis Kucinich, but they 
can’t get through.

O: There I can help. Yes, I can. You 
have to dial direct to the chip the 
aliens implanted in his head. Hold 
for that number. ...

Kevin Ferris is the assistant editor 
of the Editorial Page of the Philadel-
phia Inquirer. Readers may write to 
him at: Philadelphia Inquirer, P.O. 
Box 8263, Philadelphia, Pa. 19101, or 
by e-mail at kf@phillynews.com.
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When the warmest in history isn’t

Operator: Welcome to transition hotlineE ditorial
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The retail doomsayers are predicting a cat-
aclysmic Christmas season. The stores 
are bracing for the worst. The gloom is so 
thick that we’re thinking this Christmas 

shopping season should be subtitled “The Day the 
Mall Stood Still.”

But remember last holiday season? The experts 
tripped over themselves with conflicting predic-
tions day by day. We got whiplash trying to keep 
track.

There’s a good reason for this uncertainty. Ex-
perts don’t really know what people will do.

They know what people say they will spend or not 
spend. But when it comes down to it, every day be-
tween Thanksgiving and Christmas is a laboratory 
of capitalism, a revelation. Millions of Americans 
making billions of individual decisions based on 
thousands of shreds of information_perceptions, 
fear, guilt, obligation, expectation and plain old 
greed. Will they, or won’t they, buy a Blu-ray ma-
chine, an American Girl doll, an Xbox?

Heck if we know.
We do know enough to predict that some of the 

expert predictions will be wrong. There’s a chance 
that this could be a better holiday season than any-
one expects right now.

Sure, people are spooked. Yes, they feel poorer be-
cause their retirement account is ragged and pant-
ing. And yes, people are worried about layoffs. But 
that’s the great thing about this country. We don’t 
always follow the plan. We spend, sometimes on a 
whim.

The Apostles of Less preach about voluntary sim-
plicity, of paring down one’s possessions to 100 
things. Intriguing ideas that have drawn small, 
loyal followings. But not most of America. That’s 
because most of America is about abundance, not 
denial. This is the land of the designer mud room 
and the four-car garage. Of gadgets that plug into 
your computer just to keep your Diet Coke cold 
while you Twitter.

More is never enough.
The American consumer is a force of nature that 

cannot be restrained for long. There’s a lull now. 
But were you in a mall parking lot on Friday? Bet 
it was jammed. Someone is in the stores. They may 
not be buying yet. But wait.

In recent days, Treasury Secretary Henry Paul-
son said that the U.S. had “turned a corner” in 
averting a financial collapse, even though more 
work needs to be done. So let’s get to it.

America, do what you do best: Plunder stores 
like those feral brides-to-be who rush the floor at 
Filene’s Basement to grab those deeply discounted 
wedding gowns.

Leave no store untrammeled.
There probably isn’t one American in a million 

who can understand exactly how this financial 
mess happened. But we do know this much: Amer-
ica started this economic mess. And Americans 
can end it. See you at the mall.

The Chicago Tribune

Letter policies
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street 

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per 

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone 

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-mailed 
to editor@bigspringherald.com

Here’s another reason why 
people don’t trust news-
papers. When science 
reporters write about, 

say, hormone therapy or drinking 
red wine, they report on studies 
that find that hormones or red wine 
can be good for you, as well as stud-
ies that suggest oth-
erwise. Any science 
involving complex 
organisms is rarely 
black and white. 

When it comes to 
global warming, 
newspapers play up 
stories that reinforce 
the prevalent the-
sky-is-falling belief 
that global warming 
is human-caused and 
catastrophic. But if 
a study or scientist 
does not portend the end of the 
world as we know it, it rarely rates 
as news. 

In that spirit, many papers have 
reported on a UC San Diego sci-
ence historian who reviewed 928 
abstracts of peer-reviewed articles 
on global warming published be-
tween 1993 and 2003, and concluded, 
“Remarkably, none of the papers 
disagreed with the consensus posi-
tion.”

Over 10 years, not one study chal-
lenged the orthodoxy — does that 
sound right to you? If that were 
true, it would strongly suggest that, 
despite conflicting evidence in this 
wide and changing world, no scien-
tist dares challenge the politically 
correct position on the issue. 

No wonder, David Bellamy — 
an Australian botanist who was 
involved in some 400 TV produc-
tions, only to see his TV career go 
south after he questioned global 
warming orthodoxy — wrote in 
The Australian last week, “It’s not 
even science anymore; it’s anti-
science.” Bellamy notes that official 

data show that “in every year since 
1998, world temperatures have been 
getting colder, and in 2002 Arctic 
ice actually increased.” Exhibit B: 
Richard S. Lindzen, the MIT Alfred 
P. Sloan Professor of Atmospheric 
Sciences, recently wrote, “There 
has been no warming since 1997 
and no statistically significant 
warming since 1995.” 

Such findings rarely are reported, 
even as, Marc Morano, communica-
tions director for the Republicans 
on the Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee told me, 
“Scientists keep coming out of the 
woodwork” to challenge the so-
called consensus. “It’s almost like a 
bandwagon effect.” 

The Global Warming Petition Proj-
ect urges Washington to reject the 
Kyoto international global warming 
pact as there is “no convincing sci-
entific evidence that human release 
of carbon dioxide, methane, or 
other greenhouse gases is causing 
or will, in the foreseeable future, 
cause catastrophic heating of the 
Earth’s atmosphere and disruption 
of the Earth’s climate.” So far, The 
Politico reports, more than 31,000 
scientists have signed it. 

The latest skirmish in the global 
warming war — barely reported 
in America — occurred after two 
bloggers found that the NASA God-
dard Institute for Space Studies 
data wrongly cast this October as 
the warmest in recorded history. It 
turns out that the mistake was due 
to an error that wrongly tapped Sep-
tember temperature records from 
Russia. Christopher Booker of The 
Sunday Telegraph of London found 
the mistake “startling” in light of 
other contrary climate statistics, 
including National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration findings 
of 63 local snowfall records and 115 
lowest-ever temperatures for the 
month. 

In an e-mail, Goddard researcher 

Gavin Schmidt explained, “The in-
correct analysis was online for less 
than 24 hours.” (Thank bloggers 
Anthony Watts, an American me-
teorologist, and Canadian computer 
analyst Steve McIntyre for catching 
the mistake.) The error occurred 
because a report “had the wrong 
month label attached. There is qual-
ity control at NOAA and GISS but 
this particular problem had not 
been noticed before and the exist-
ing QC procedures didn’t catch it. 
These have now been amended.”  

As for the snowfall records and 
low temperatures cited by Booker, 
Schmidt chalked them up to “cher-
ry picking” data. He added, “Far 
more important are the long-term 
trends.” 

Now, honest mistakes happen — 
even in high-powered, well-funded 
research facilities. Just last year 
— again thanks to the vigilance of 
Watts and McIntyre — Goddard 
had to reconfigure its findings and 
recognize 1934 — not 1998, as it had 
figured — as the hottest year on re-
cord in American history. 

Alas, it is hard to see Goddard as 
objective when its director, James 
Hansen, testified in a London court 
in September in support of six eco-
vandals. A jury then acquitted the 
six Greenpeace activists on charges 
of vandalizing a British coal-fired 
power plant based on the “lawful 
excuse” defense that their use of 
force would prevent greater damage 
to the environment after Hansen 
predicted the one Kingsnorth plant 
could push “400 species” into ex-
tinction. 

Of course, he could be wrong.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To find 
out more about Debra J. Saunders, 
and read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• GEORGE W. BUSH
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Kay Bailey Hutchison
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-5922

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy Neugebauer
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFLIN
State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (432) 213-2897 or 

(512) 463-0604

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

Russ McEwen, Mayor  — 
Home: 263-0907; Work (Russ 
McEwen Insurance): 267-
1413.
	 Greg Biddison  — Home: 
267-6009; Work (Greg’s Grill): 
267-7121.
  Manuel Ramirez Jr. 
—Home: 268-9692; Work 
(VAMC): 263-7361.	
	 Stephanie Horton —  
Home: 264-0306; Work (VA 

Medical Center): 263-7361..
	 JoAnn Staulcup — Home: 
263-4980.
	 Gloria McDonald — 
Home: 263-4835. Work: 263-
7615.
	 Troy Tompkins — Home: 
267-8769. Work: 263-0180.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

 	 Mark Barr, County  Judge 
— Home and Office: (432) 
517-0707.
	 Emma Brown — Home: 
267-2649.
	 Jerry Kilgore — 263-
0724; Work (Jerry's Barbers): 
267-5471.
	 Bill Crooker — Home: 
263-2566.
	 Gary Simer — Home: 263-
0260.

Addresses

Be patriotic! 
Go shopping

Debra
Saunders

Kevin

Ferris
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e : 
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:   $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NAIL SALON

PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

RENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses • Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

Reduced
1003, 1011 E. 11th
11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

YOUR AD

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33

8

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

HOME IMPROVEMENT

L & R 
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home 
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions, 

Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone, 
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets, 
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540
or E-mail us at

lrconstruction@suddenlink.net 10
83

1

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

ROOFING

Schaefer & Co.
Roofing & Remodeling

Composition, Metal, & Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES
Work Guaranteed

Call Larry
432-213-6509 13

27
2

WEBSITE

The
Big Spring 

Herald
CHECK OUT OUR

WEBSITE:

www.bigspringherald.com

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z
Chimney, Air Duct 

Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes, 
Carpets, etc.

INSURED

1-866-843-1837 17
95

9

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heaters
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heater
Parts and Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117
18

30
3

FIREWOOD
Seasoned Oak Firewood

1 Cord Delivered - $325.00
1 Cord Pick Up - $275.00

1/2 Cord Delivered - $180.00
1/2 Cord Pick Up - $140.00

Local can pick up in Big Spring
Call Dustin

(432) 557-2897 or
213-3601 18472

HOUSEKEEPING

PROFESSIONAL 
HOUSE 

CLEANING
References Available

Fair Prices &
 Quality Work

CALL
(432) 213-599118477

THIS SPACE COULD  BE YOUR AD
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE

       All types of concrete
                  Bldgs, Slabs,
                Driveways, etc.
Quality And Professionial 

Work.
Call Roman 

(432) 556-390318905

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE



Thomas Rolfe was 
the product of 
what is probably 
the first inter-

racial marriage in U.S. 
history. But 
that’s not 
his claim to 
fame. Actu-
ally, he nev-
er became 
famous, but 
his mother 
sure did. 

At a time 
when the 
country was 
at war in the 
1600s, it was 
Thomas Rolfe’s mother 
who helped bring about 
temporary peace at Jame-
stown, Va. 

The long-running wars 
between the native In-
dians and the British 
colonists, known as the 
Anglo-Powhatan wars, oc-
curred near Jamestown 
in the 1600s. The first war 
lasted from 1610 until 
1614, while the second war 
lasted from 1644 to 1646. 
The second war is the one 
which forced the Indians 
from their land. 

In 1613, the English 
colonists captured the 
princess daughter of the 
Powhatan tribe’s chief, 
and held her captive for 
nearly a year, causing 
an immediate ceasefire. 
When they finally met up 

with the Powhatan chief, 
whose name was Chief 
Powhatan, the English 
and the Indians arranged 
for the daughter to marry 
the Englishman John 
Rolfe. The marriage im-
proved relations between 
the English and the na-
tives significantly, at least 
until the second Anglo-
Powhatan war. 

Her given name was 
Matoaka, but she took the 
name of “Rebecca” when 
she was baptized in 1612. 
If this cast of characters’ 
names hasn’t confused 
you enough by now, then 
here’s one more: She is 
known throughout history 
not as Matoaka nor as Re-
becca, but by a nickname 
that was given to her as a 
child. 

Rebecca and John Wolfe, 
along with their infant 
son Thomas, traveled to 
England in 1616 to meet 
with British royalty in 
order to raise money and 
attract new settlers to the 
Virginia colony. 

Thomas returned to 
Virginia nearly 20 years 
later and married Jane 
Poythress. By this time, 
his grandfather Chief 

Powhatan had died and 
the chief’s brother had 
succeeded him as the new 
chief. Rather than joining 
with the Powhatan Indi-
ans, Thomas joined the 
English military where, 
ironically, he helped take 
control of the land previ-
ously owned by the Pow-
hatan Indians. Despite 
this, his mother is one of 
the most well-known Indi-
ans in history.

OK, so you probably 
don’t remember studying 
about the Anglo-Powhatan 
wars in history class, 
but they did happen. 
There are probably a lot 
of things that you don’t 
remember from history 
class, but that doesn’t 
mean that they didn’t hap-
pen. 

Thomas’s father John 
also played a role in his-
tory. John Rolfe was one 
of the first to introduce 
tobacco to the colonies. 
Thirteen years after John 
died, Thomas returned to 
the Virginia colony and 
took over his father’s to-
bacco plantation. 

It was Thomas’ mother 
who became a household 
name, though. Her legacy 

included descendants 
such as President Thomas 
Jefferson’s son-in-law 
Thomas Mann Randolph 
Jr. (who married Martha 
Jefferson) and President 
Woodrow Wilson’s wife, 
Edith.

I mentioned earlier that 
she went by a nickname 
that was given to her as a 
child. Her birth name was 
Matoaka, her Christian 
name was Rebecca, then 
she became Rebecca Wolfe 
when she married. 

But you remember her as 
Pocahontas.  

Paul Niemann is the 
author of the Invention 
Mysteries series of books. 
He can be reached at ni-
emann7@aol.com

I 
hate to be a party-
pooper, but I have 
come to really dislike 
fund-raising.  Not 

necessarily the fund-rais-
ing that in-
volves chari-
table orga-
nizations, 
though.  
Those are 
tolerable.

Charitable 
organiza-
tions usu-
ally raise 
money by 
sending me 
a sheet of 
self-stick address labels 
along with a letter telling 
me how badly the money 
is needed. Enclosed with 
their plea are pictures of 
sad-looking children be-
cause adults cannot abide 
sad children.

Those fund-raising 
techniques are tolerable 
except for the fact that 
they always come dur-
ing the holiday season. 
They think that people 
are more willing to give 
their hard-earned cash to 
total strangers during the 
holiday season when, in 
fact, we could probably 
give more money at a time 
when we weren’t up to 
our eyeballs in credit card 
payments. Like, say, July.

Maybe they could send 
the sad-children pictures 
during the 4th of July 
celebrations and make it 
our patriotic duty to give 
to the sad-children fund. 
Instead of address labels, 
send a static-cling Ameri-
can flag for my minivan. 
The motto could be some-
thing like: “Be a good 
American. Save the sad 

children in third world 
countries.”

Anyway, charitable 
organizations are, in gen-
eral, worthy of my money 
even if their timing leaves 
something to be desired.

What drives me nuts is 
the incessant fund-raising 
that my own children 
have to do for the extra-
curricular clubs they be-
long to and for the schools 
that they attend.

First, they tell the kids 
to go out and sell as much 
product as they can, but 
don’t go door-to-door be-
cause that’s dangerous. If 
they can’t go door-to-door, 
who’s left? Mom, Dad 
and Grandma. Mom and 
Dad are treated as two 
separate customers even 
though the money for the 
two orders is coming out 
of the same checking ac-

count.
Grandma is on a fixed in-

come, but buys the cheap-
est thing being offered 
because she feels guilty if 
she doesn’t buy something 
to support her grand-
child’s efforts. She doesn’t 
really need another wall 
calendar with the flower 
of the month on it, but 
that’s all she can afford.

In the last two months, I 
have been hit up for cook-
ie dough for the band trip, 
T-shirts to save the rain 
forests, canned nuts and 
magazines for Girl Scouts, 
two cases of oranges for 
the 7th grade trip (if my 
child sells two, he gets a 
plastic whistle), a case of 
Diet Coke and a car mag-
net for the PTA, and, most 
recently, a custom-made 
garden flag with my son’s 
drawing of some orange 

daisies super-imposed on 
it … for … I’m not sure 
what that was for.

For each fund-raiser, 
these kids are expected 
to add the orders, collect 
the checks and keep the 
forms organized. Some-
times they are juggling 
two or three fund-raisers 
at a time. These are kids 
who still lose their lunch 
money. So, who needs to 
oversee all of these fund-
raisers? Mom, Dad and 
Grandma. In effect, we are 
the sellers, the buyers and 
the organizers of these in-
spiring events.

Most of the items being 
sold are not even things 
I would normally buy ei-
ther. At what social occa-
sion would a black T-shirt 
with yellow poison dart 
frogs be acceptable attire? 
An Amazonian barn-rais-

ing perhaps? How many 
cases of oranges can a 
family eat before they rot?  
Maybe I can send some to 
the sad children.

I have so many magazine 
subscriptions that I’ve 
taken to burning them 
and using the ash to fertil-
ize my garden. And who, 
in their right mind, buys 
three tubs of cookie dough 
and a case of Diet Coke?

I wonder … Instead of all 
this fund-raising, couldn’t 
I simply write a check? 
That’s all the sad children 
are asking for.

 
You can reach Laura at 

lsnyder@lauraonlife.com 
or visit her Web sitewww.
lauraonlife.com for more 
columns and info about 
her books.
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Or Contact

Victim Services
263-3312 18367

John Burson, Agent

Farm Bureau County Mutual Insurance Company • Texas Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company
Texas Farm Bureau Underwriters 

Southern Farm Bureau Casualty Company, Ridgeland, MS
Southern Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company, Jackson, MS

Ravikumar Vemuru, M.D.
             Board Certified In Internal
             Medicine Gastroenterology

Syam Vemulapalli, M.D.
             Board Certified In Internal
            Medicine Gastroenterology

www.permiangi.com
1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 304 • (432) 263-3433 12095

Permian Gastroenterology Associates, LLP
  • Colon Cancer Screening   • Heart Burn
  • Abdominal Pain    • Constipation   
  • Rectal Bleeding   • Diarrhea

The fund-raising mania continues

Laura

Snyder

Paul

Niemann

Rolfe was forgotten by history but his mother is a legend

Car’s drunken 
drivers have NY 
police seeing double

EAST MEADOW, N.Y. 
(AP) — Police on Long Is-
land say they’ve pulled 
two drunken drivers from 
one car.

Nassau County officers 
say they spotted a woman 
trying to make a three-
point turn on a road in 
East Meadow. They say 
that when she couldn’t 
complete the maneuver, 
she switched places with a 
male passenger, who took 
the steering wheel and 
completed the turn while 
not wearing a seat belt.

Police pulled them over 
and charged them with 
drunken driving.

As police Commissioner 
Lawrence Mulvey put it, 
“We have two individuals 
arrested for driving the 
same car intoxicated.”

The man and the woman 
were arraigned Friday on 
driving while intoxicated 
and other charges.

The woman was ordered 
held on $1,000 bail. The 
man was ordered held on 
$5,000 bail.

They were due back in 
court this week.
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox : Advice for those in need
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Real Estate for Rent
FOR RENT Beautiful 4 bdrm, 
2-1/2 bath executive home in 
Silver Hills, with hot tub. $900. 
month lease, $700. deposit. 
References required. Please 
call (432)935-3490.

NEW LISTING 1104 East 11th 
Place, Upstairs- Rear Duplex. 
1 Bdrm, Efficiency w/stove, re-
frigerator, bdrm furniture, $350. 
month, $300. deposit. Call 
Jose 469-878-4967.

NICE ONE Bedroom house. 
CH/A. $500 Month, $200 de-
posit. No Pets. Call 
432-935-6209. 

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2  Bdrm $395 month

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!
THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale
1 ACRE with water well and 
septic. $8,750., 8/10th of acre 
for $5,000..................................
Mobile home Space for rent. 
$150.00 month & up. Call 
(254)643-1145.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm. Only 
$33,120!  Must see! For listings 
800-544-6258 ext. F906.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER FINANCED 
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low 
Down Payment. Bad Credit 
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.

LARGE 4 Bedroom, 3 bath, 4 
car garage, fireplace in living 
room and basement. Amenity 
Galore. 3 plus acres, 2 large 
shops and Rentals. Coahoma 
School District. Reduced 
$275,000. Owner Finance Call 
(254)643-1145.

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
HIGHLAND SOUTH

2253 Sq. Ft. 4 bdrm, 3 bath. 
Nice view on 2.78 acres. Com-
pletion date Dec. 15th. For 
more information call Vista 
Ridge New Construction 
Homes @ (432)816-3877.

OWNER FINANCE---------
3307 Maple- 3/2, Nice move in 
ready home. Low Down, Low 
Monthly, Easy terms. Call 
325-277-4923.

OWNER FINANCE. Brick Du-
plex 3/2 & 3/1. $746.14 per 
month. 2528 & 2530 Fairchild 
Dr. Call (432)816-9591

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Real Estate for Sale
OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

Services Offered
WILL PUT up Christmas Deco-
rations- lights, yard deco, etc. 
Call Justen at 432-264-7523.

Vehicles

2007 CHEVROLET Suburban 
LS, maroon/ tan, 25,000 miles. 
$22,000. Call (432)517-0383.

Legals

TEXAS DEPARTMENT 
OF BANKING

APPLICATION TO RELOCATE 
BRANCH OFFICE

Notification is hereby given that 
Lone Star State Bank of West 
Texas, 2599 West 74th Street, 
Lubbock, Texas 79423, has filed 
an application with the Texas De-
partment of Banking on or about 
December 2, 2008, to relocate its 
Big Spring, Texas branch office 
from 406 E FM 700, Suite 102, Big 
Spring, Howard County, Texas 
79720 to 600 E FM 700, Big 
Spring, Howard County, Texas 
79720.  
Any person wishing to comment on 
this application, either for or 
against, may file written comments 
with the Texas Department of 
Banking, 2601 North Lamar Boule-
vard, Austin, Texas 78705-4294, 
on or before the 14th day after the 
date of this publication.  Such com-
ments will be made a part of the re-
cord before and considered by the 
banking commissioner.  Any per-
son wishing to formally protest and 
oppose the proposed branch relo-
cation and participate in the appli-
cation process may do so by filing 
a written notice of protest with the 
Texas Department of Banking on 
or before the 14th calendar day af-
ter the date of this publication ac-
companied by a protest filing fee of 
$2,500.  The protest fee may be re-
duced or waived by the banking 
commissioner upon a showing of 
substantial hardship.
#5997 December 3, 2008

Public Notice
The Glasscock County ISD will be 
holding a school auction on 

Saturday, Dec. 6, 2008 
@ 8:00 a.m. 

School Bus Barn- 
West of Football Field 

Located at 308 W. Chambers, 
Garden City, Texas.

Items: tires, desk, chairs, lighting 
fixtures, deep fryers, and many 
miscellaneous items.
For more information contact: Tony 
Gomez @ 432-466-1837.
#5998 December 3, 4 & 5, 2008

TexSCAN Week of                   
November 30, 2008

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ALL CASH CANDY  Route. Do you earn
$800 in a day? Your own local candy route.
30 machines and candy. All for $9,995. 1-888-
625-5481. Multi Vend, LLC.

DRIVERS
CDL-A DRIVERS: EXPANDING Fleet offer-
ing Regional/OTR runs. Outstanding pay pack-
age. Excellent benefits. Generous hometime.
$300 lease special on Volvos. National Carriers,
1-888-707-7729, www.nationalcarriers.com
DRIVER: PTL NEEDS Company Drivers-
CDL-A Earn up to 40¢ cpm. 1/2 cpm increase
every 60K miles. Average 2,800 miles/week.
www.ptl-inc.com 1-877-740-6262.
DRIVER- REGIONAL. GREAT   Miles/
Hometime. No Forced NE. Dedicated Positions.
Great Benefits. Late Model Equipment. 1 year.
recent OTR experience. O/O’s $1.10+/MILE.
1-888-988-8666, www.gulfcoasttransport.com
DRIVER- DEDICATED CUSTOMER average
$850-$1250 per week. Home every week. Great
benefits package. CDL-A with 6 months experience 
and HS diploma/GED required. Call 1-888-967-
5487 or apply online: www.averittcareers.com
DRIVERS: ASAP SIGN-ON bonus. 35¢-41¢
cpm, Earn over $1000 weekly. Excellent ben-
efits, Need CDL- A & 3 months recent OTR.
1-877-258-8782. www.meltontruck.com
DRIVERS- GET THE respect you earned
and support you deserve! $5000 Sign on with
1 year OTR experience. Students welcome!
www.ffedrivers.com. FFE, Inc. (60 years in
business) 1-800-569-9232

D R I V E R S - F L AT B E D  4 4 ¢ / m i l e  r e c e n t
average.  a l l  miles ,  Paid vacat ion,  401K,
Free Rider Program. Immediate Openings!
1-866-290-1568
NO TRUCK DRIVER Experience- No prob-
lem. Wil-Trans Trucking will teach you how
to drive. Company sponsored CDL Training.
Be OTR in three weeks. 1-877-230-8153.
WE NEED 25 OTR Drivers! Limited openings.
Texas based so you will get home. Call Paul
Kiker at 1-713-674-4206. Call Now!
$1000 TEAM INCENTIVE bonus solo driv-
ers $500 incentive bonus. CDL-A plenty of
freight & miles. Excellent benefits CRST
Malone 1-800-326-8889.

HOMES FOR SALE
7BR/4BA HUD $25,812!  3BR/2BA only
$10,900! 5BR/3BA only $16,275! Foreclosures
& bank repos! These homes must sell! For local
BNI listings call 1-800-544-6258 ext. 9847

MISCELLANEOUS
AIRLINES ARE HIRING, Train for high
paying aviation maintenance career.  FAA
approved program. Financial aid if qualified.
Job placement assistance. Call  Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance, 1-888-349-5387.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers, Crim-
inal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-866-
858-2121, www.CenturaOnline.com

REAL ESTATE
20-30 ACRES NORTH of Bracketville. Oak,
cedar, brush cover. Deer, turkey, hogs. Starting at
$1325/acre. Owner or TX Vet financing. 1-830-
257-5564. www.texasranchland.com

COLORADO FORECLOSURE 40 acres
$29,900 Outstanding views access to BLM
canyon recreational land. Financing. Call
1-866-696-5263 ext.4847.
OWNER SACRIFICE MUST sell quickly. 1 acre
with covered boat slip for only $34,900! Owner
finance. Won’t last. Call now! 1-888-316-5253.
PRICED TO SELL! Newly released Colorado
Mountain Ranch. 35 Acres-$44,900. Majestic
lake & mountain views adjacent to national
forest for camping or hiking. Close to conve-
niences. EZ Terms. 1-866-353-4810.
TEXAS & OLD MEXICO: Affordable hunting &
fishing property. 100 acres for $79,000 with 10% down
& no credit check. All sizes available up to 20,000
acres. Call 1-877-77-BIGLAND (1-877-772-4452)
WEST TEXAS, EAST of Sanderson, 219.97
acres, $315 per acre. Deer, dove, and quail.
Brush country. Seller financing or TX Vet. Ranch
Enterprises Ltd., 1-866-286-0199.

RVS FOR SALE
REPO SALE! SEVERAL units must go. Call
NOW, 1-866-813-2770.

To Order: Call This Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service at

1-800-749-4793 Today!

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad .................$450

303 Newspapers, 1,017,914 Circulation
North Region Only ........$195

98 Newspapers, 276,893 Circulation
South Region Only .......$195

103 Newspapers, 488,623 Circulation
West Region Only .........$195

102 Newspapers, 252,398 Circulation

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
During this Aquarius

moon, change is the norm
and resist-
ance is
futile. With
the wide-
eyed excite-
ment of
youth you
can adapt
and grow
with every
different cir-
cumstance.
Stay loose
and open-
minded and you won't
find any of the agenda too
jarring. Refuse to see any-
thing as a chore. With the
right attitude, life is a
constantly thrilling
adventure. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You can't help but do
some soul searching. Ask
yourself a probing ques-
tion or two. Spend a few
minutes on this, allowing
time for memories, emo-
tions and feelings to
return to you.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Your budget has got-
ten a bit loose. You bene-
fit from keeping closer
tabs on spending. Identify
unnecessary expenses and
eliminate them. You'll be
richer for this, and not
just financially speaking.

GEMINI (May 21-June

21). The one who has
wronged you asks you to
let it go. You must admit
that in some way, howev-
er small, you are like the
other person, and in that
moment forgiveness hap-
pens. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You'll get together
with a friend and talk
about the future with
hope and enthusiasm for
all that it could be. In this
act you honor and cele-
brate the higher spirit in
each other. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
People need people to look
up to, and you're being
singled out for that posi-
tion. Prepare to be raised
on a pedestal and make
sure that your actions are
admirable. You maintain
your humility in leader-
ship.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Let yourself be pam-
pered. You'll think better
because of the break.
Friends and colleagues
will marvel at your ability
to take such excellent
care of yourself even
under high-stress circum-
stances.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Your life is enhanced by
people who communicate
as well or better than you
do. Arrange to spend
more time with those who

are committed to the
respectful and non-defen-
sive exchange of ideas. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Can you imagine the
world beyond your life-
time? It's an exercise that
helps to get you into a
positive frame of mind.
Expanding your perspec-
tive through time
requires you to engage
your higher mind. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Delayed gratifi-
cation is an important
muscle to build. Being
willing to think of the
long term and build your
success slowly sends a
message to the universe
that you are mature
enough to handle all it is
you desire. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Whatever chal-
lenges are ahead of you,
you open your arms and
declare, "Bring it on." You
are a master of relaxed
focus. You are able to per-
form strenuous tasks
while remaining supple
on the inside. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). You can feel good
about the fact that you fit
in, even though appear-
ances suggest that you're
not very much like the
people with whom you
find a sense of belonging.
You have found the com-

mon heart. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March

20). You feel that your
message is so intelligent
and clear that you should-
n't have to repeat it.
However, not everyone
around you is as receptive
as you. If it's important,
say it again and again. 

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Four-time Academy
Award nominated actress
Julianne Moore is a fiery
Sagittarian mother. Her
natal chart tells a secret
about her: Mars stationed
in Cancer and Uranus in
Leo, the sign of creative
play and children, indi-
cate that Moore's versatil-
ity as an actress pales
only next to her genius
with child-rearing. She
likely gains insight into
her characterizations
while playing with her
kids.

Holiday Mathis is the
author of "Rock Your
Stars." If you would like to
write to her, please go to
www.creators.com and
click on "Write the Author"
on the Holiday Mathis
page, or you may send her
a postcard in the mail. To
find out more about
Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS SYN-

Dear Annie: The holi-
days are fast approaching
and I need your advice.
Six years ago, our
youngest son was living
out of state. He met a
young woman, married
her, and they now have
two children. We met her
briefly before the wed-
ding, and she has been to
our home twice for a
short Christmas holiday.

Two years ago, they had
three weeks of vacation
during the holidays and
stayed with us. It was
three weeks of living hell
for me. The first evening,
as we were sitting down
to dinner, our daughter-
in-law announced that
she could not eat any-
thing we served because
she was a vegetarian.
This was the first I knew
about it. I tried to fix
something she could eat,
but she ended up going to
a drive-through to get her
supper. The rest of their
visit, we ordered out.

We were recently
advised that they will be
visiting us for two full
months. What can I do to
make this easier? My
daughter suggested that I

fix dinner as I normally
would and if she cannot
eat it, we can go get her
something else. That
seems a bit cold to me,
but I am willing to do
anything. I can put up
with the two of them sit-
ting around my house
doing nothing, because
it's their holiday, but this
eating thing is driving
me crazy. Please help me
out. -- M.E.

Dear M.E.: There are
hundreds of delightful
vegetarian dishes you
could make for your
daughter-in-law. Pick up
a cookbook at your local
bookstore or look up
recipes online. Every
meal should include at
least two dishes that she
can eat.

You also ought to ask
for her help in the
kitchen so you can learn
how to cook what she
enjoys. Take her to the
grocery store with you.
Let her be part of the
preparations. Suggest she
cook a meal that incorpo-
rates her preferences into
a family dinner. Two
months is an awfully long
time for your son and his
wife to lounge around
doing nothing and taking
advantage of your gen-
erosity.

Dear Annie: My hus-
band and I recently pur-
chased a nanny cam.
However, instead of
catching our nanny doing
something wrong, we
viewed a trusted neighbor
taking our prescription
pain medication. He has a
key to our house and just
let himself in.

What is the best way to
handle this? -- Perplexed
about Pills

Dear Perplexed: You
could call the police, but
we'd try a different tack.
Tell your neighbor what
you saw. You and your
husband should talk to
him privately.

Express your concern
that stealing pain medica-

tion could indicate an
addiction and that he
needs help. He can dis-
cuss it with his doctor, or
contact Alcoholics
Anonymous (aa.org) or
Narcotics Anonymous
(na.org). In the mean-
time, get your house key
back or change the locks.

Dear Annie: I'm writing
about the letter from
"Worried Grandmother,"
whose daughter owns a
pit bull that has bitten
four people, and now she
and her dog have moved
in with her sister who
has a 7-month-old baby.

I've owned dogs all of
my adult life, including
one that was attack
trained. Dogs that bite
people for no reason need
to be put down. Period.
Although some breeds
have a tendency to be
more aggressive, it is my
experience that the own-
ers are inevitably at fault.
There is something
wrong with their
upbringing when they
bite like this.

Many communities
have laws regarding dogs
that bite and can actually
force owners to put them
down. That grandmother
should take her concerns
to the local authorities
where the dog is now liv-
ing and insist something
be done before that baby
ends up scarred for life --
or worse. -- Cambridge,
Mass.

Dear Cambridge:
Hundreds of readers told
us the dog is a menace
and should be reported to
the authorities. Our
thanks to all who wrote.

Dear Annie: I am a 47-
year-old male, own my
own business and work
hard. My dad is 77, wid-
owed and semi-mobile.
He recently moved out of
the busy city to live near
me in the suburbs. I
encouraged this so we
could keep an eye on him. 

The problem is, Dad
comes to my house daily
and is usually sitting in
my driveway when I get
home. The two of us did-
n't get along very well
when I was younger and
this has turned into way
too much "Dad" time. 

I don't want to hurt his
feelings, but I'd like to
lead him to other activi-
ties. My sister has told
him that he is wearing
out his welcome, but he
says, "They are all I've
got." He refuses to get
involved in any of our
church events and is con-
tent to spend all of his
time with me. What can I

do? -- About To Lose My
Mind

Dear About To: You are
right that Dad needs
other activities to occupy
his time. He's been
uprooted and has become
dependent on you. Look
into some programs in
your area that he might
like. Maybe he'd take an
art class at the park dis-
trict, swim at the YMCA,
volunteer at the elemen-
tary school or join a sen-
iors group. Perhaps the
local community center
has a photography club or
he could watch a trial at
the courthouse. Do a little
research and then give
Dad a schedule. Someone
may need to accompany
him the first few times
until he feels comfortable,
but once he starts making
friends, he will get out of
your hair. And when
your patience gets a little
frayed, ask your sister to
invite Dad for a visit so
you can get a break.

Dear Annie: I've been
married four years. It's a
second marriage for both
of us. Since we've been
together, I have pur-
chased birthday and
Christmas gifts for all
members of his family,
paid for four wedding
showers and spent every
Christmas Eve with
them. 

My son recently got
married, and not one of
these aunts or uncles sent
him so much as a card,
much less offered a bridal
shower for my daughter-
in-law. They have never
invited them to any fami-
ly functions or celebra-
tions. Yet when my hus-
band's sisters decided to
throw an elaborate show-
er for yet another niece,
they make all the plans
and then expect me to
chip in my share.

My husband says his
sisters only want my
company when they need
something. I am tired of
being called an "aunt"
when the other aunts
ignore my children. What
should I do? There is
another shower this
week. -- Handout Aunt

Dear Aunt: These aunts
consider you part of their
family, but they don't feel
the same about your chil-
dren. This is not the best
attitude, but it is also not
unusual in second mar-
riages. It is up to your
husband to make it clear
to them that you are a
package deal. In the
meantime, please don't
stoop to their level. Be the
aunt you wish they were.

HHOLIDAYOLIDAY
MMATHISATHIS
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American Profile

Transporting the mail
Today is often described as the digital age with 
the split-second delivery of information around 
the world. Yet, the U.S. Postal Service still 
delivers mail to 148 million locations, many of 
which are remote and extreme. Plus, a legacy of 
kindness and cranberry-raisin spice cake.

By LUIGI COSTANTINI
Associated Press Writer

VENICE, Italy (AP) — 
Venice could use a bailout. 
The city built on water has 
too much of it.

Residents and tourists 
waded through knee-deep 
water Monday as they nav-
igated the city’s narrow 
streets and alleys, and its 
historic St. Mark’s Square 
was inundated. Boxes of 
tourist merchandise float-
ed inside the flooded shops 
around the square and 
even the city’s famed 
pigeons sought refuge on 
rooftops and windowsills.

One of the highest tides 
in its history brought 
Venice to a virtual halt, 
rekindling a debate over a 
plan to build moveable 

flood barriers in an effort 
to save the lagoon city 
from high tides.

City officials said the 
tide peaked at 61 inches 
(156 centimeters), well past 
the 40-inch (110-centime-
ter) flood mark, as strong 
winds pushed the sea into 
the city.

Alarms went off at 6:37 
a.m. to alert citizens, but 
many residents were taken 
by surprise because 
authorities had initially 
not forecast such a high 
water level.

In St. Mark’s Square, one 
of the city’s lowest points, 
tourists tried to stay dry 
by hopping on cafe tables 
and chairs sticking out of 
the water. The water was 
so high that someone 
rowed a small speedboat 

across the wide square.
“It was quite an extraor-

dinary experience,” said 
Michel Gorski, visiting 
from Brussels with his 
wife. “We got stuck in the 
hotel for half a day but we 
didn’t suffer. We were 
sorry for the restaurants 
and stores around, but 
there was no panic and 
everyone worked really 
hard to clean up quickly.”

Workers were unable to 
install the traditional 
raised wooden walkways 
used during flooding 
because the water rose so 
high the platforms would 
have floated away too.

“There are very few 
streets that are water-
free,” admitted city spokes-
man Enzo Bon.

In an ironic twist, the 

f l o o d i n g 
also idled 
the city’s 
w a t e r 
b u s e s 
b e c a u s e 
t h e i r 
boarding 
platforms 
w e r e 
underwa-
ter.

Bon had 
no reports 
of damage 
to the 
c i t y ’ s 
architec-
tural jew-
els, and 
t h e 
C u l t u r e 
Ministry was monitoring 
the situation.

It was the fourth highest 

tide since 1872, when the 
city started keeping 
records. The last time 
Venice saw such high 
waters was in 1986, while 
the all-time record was 76 
inches (194 centimeters) in 
1966.

That flood forced 3,000 
people to evacuate and 
damaged many historic 
buildings, but largely 
spared the city’s art — 
which had long ago been 
removed to upper floors 
because of frequent flood-
ing by tides.

“In Venice, we know how 
to live with high water,” 
said Bon. “Of course there 
are some problems, 
because today’s was an 
exceptional event.”

Giancarlo Galan, the 
conservative governor of 
the surrounding Veneto 
region, criticized Venice’s 
center-left administration 
for failing to prepare for 
the flood and for allegedly 
stonewalling a long-
planned system of barriers 
that would rise from the 
seabed to ease the effect of 
high tides.

The $5.5 billion project, 
called “Moses” after the 

Biblical figure who parted 
the Red Sea, has been 
under construction for 
years and is expected to be 
completed by 2011. The 
company building the bar-
riers said, had the system 
been in place, the city 
would not have been flood-
ed Monday.

Venice Mayor Massimo 
Cacciari insisted the city’s 
experts had done a good 
job and had revised their 
forecasts well before the 
water came in. Cacciari, 
who has criticized the bar-
riers, said the government-
backed project would be 
completed.

With low tide setting in 
and waters receding 
Monday afternoon, some 
tourists were charmed by 
the water wonderland.

“The hotel had to turn 
off the gas and the electric-
ity, but they made us a 
nice candlelit cold lunch,” 
said Yacob Laurent, a visi-
tor from Paris. “They gave 
us boots and my wife and I 
went for a walk. It was a 
lot of fun.”

® 2008 The Associated 
Press.

Highest tide in 20 years floods historic Venice

ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
     •Designs and produces art and copy layouts for material to be presented by visual 
communications media, such as books, magazines, newspapers, television, electronic media 
and packaging.
     •Designs media in a wide variety of styles that correspond to the clients needs.
     •Interacts with art directors.
     •Adheres to client budget and time constraints.
     •Presents new ideas to members of the team.
     •Monitors projects through all phases of production.
     •Develops designs that are on strategy and reflect brand’s personality.
QUALIFICATIONS
     •Four or more years of work experience in the graphics design field required.
     •Understanding of printing process, photography, illustration and typography preferred.
COMMUNICATION ABILITY
Ability to read and comprehend simple instructions, short correspondence and memos.  
Ability to write simple correspondence.  Ability to effectively present information in 
one-on-one and small group situations to customers, clients and other employees of the 
organization.  
REASONING ABILITY
Ability to apply common sense understanding to carry out detailed but uninvolved written or 
oral instructions. Ability to deal with problems involving a several concrete variables in 
standardized situations.   
COMPUTER SKILLS
MS Office, word processing, spreadsheets, Internet software, E-mail, Database software, 
Macintosh / Quark Express, PhotoShop, Illustrator, All Adobe Programs
LEADERSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES
Does not supervise the work of others
WORK ENVIRONMENT
Normal office environment. 

Crossroads
Hospice

421 S. Main - 432.263.5300
“Taking Care Of Our Own”

100% HOMETOWN

OWNED & OPERATED

Services Available
24 Hrs. A Day - 7 Days A Week

17211

$400 REWARD
FOR FINDING AND SAFELY RETURNING

OUR MISSING BRITTANY SPANIEL
2 Year Old Male Brittany Spaniel Dog (Liver and White)

Small Build ( @ 30 pounds) / Wearing a red collar with no tags.

Last seen on 11/21/08 near Jeffrey Rd.
Please Call: 416-0118 or 263-0926

if you have any information about the
whereabouts of our “Luke”.

THANKS.

18
85

9

Paul’s Custom PC
Locally Owned And Operated

Service • Sales • Support
Guaranteed Lowest Price • Fast Service 

All Types Of Computer Repair

Virus, Spyware
And Adware Removal

2515 Ent Dr.                                        466-0800

18
40

4

(AP Photo/Luigi Costantini)

At left, Two men wade through a flooded St. Mark’s Square, in Venice, northern 
Italy. Above, a man with thigh-high boots walk past a gondola in a flooded in 
Venice. 

(AP Photo/Luigi Costantini)

People wade through high water by Venice’s Rialto Bridge.
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This Date 
In History

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 3, the 
338th day of 2008. There are 28 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Dec. 3, 1967, surgeons in 

Cape Town, South Africa, led by 
Dr. Christiaan Barnard performed 
the first human heart transplant 
on Louis Washkansky, who lived 
18 days with the new heart.

On this date:
In 1818, Illinois was admitted as 

the 21st state.
In 1828, Andrew Jackson was 

elected president of the United 
States by the Electoral College.

In 1857, English novelist Joseph 
Conrad was born in Berdychiv, 
Poland.

In 1925, Concerto in F by George 
Gershwin had its world premiere 
at New York’s Carnegie Hall, with 
Gershwin himself at the piano.

In 1947, the Tennessee Williams 
play “A Streetcar Named Desire” 
opened on Broadway.

In 1953, the musical “Kismet” 
opened on Broadway.

In 1960, the musical “Camelot” 
opened on Broadway.

In 1967, the 20th Century 
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 Spike TV
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 Atlanta
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 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
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 ESPN =
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  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Early Tdy Married... Israel (Off Air) Paid Movie: The 
Hot Rock, 
Ron Leibman 

Detox Angel BET Morning 
Inspiration

JoJo Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Brad Paid Paid Sprites

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Granger Lions Paid Paid Angel Wiggles SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Maya Paid Paid Higgly

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer (:15) Movie: 
The China 
Syndrome, 
Michael 
Douglas 

Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter 
Believers SavedBell Sid P90X Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Made Unsolved 
Mysteries

Charmed Karen Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Made Karen Tigger

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: Le-
thal Weapon 
3, Joe Pesci 

McGee Sesame 
Street

Holmes CSI: NY ER Hatchett Movers ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Brad Holmes Hatchett Charlie

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Arthur Hitler Bunker Movie: Pa-
triot Games, 
Patrick 
Bergin 

Married... Las Vegas Movie: 
Lackawanna 
Blues, Mos 
Def 

Doodle SportsCenter 
Plateados Sprna Word Married... Higgly

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Light Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Israel Dragon The New 
Detectives

Married... Las Vegas Movie: 
You Wish!, 
Lalaine 

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Media Home Im Swann Sid Married...

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Muchachitas Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Home Im Israel Big World The FBI Files CSI: Crime 
Scn

Without a 
Trace

BET Now SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold & B. Home Im McDonald Garden Movie: The 

Untouch-
ables, Robert 
De Niro

Phineas

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Lola, Erase 
una Vez

Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Dame 
Chocolate

Rachael Ray Just Light Cooking A Haunting Unsolved 
Mysteries

Law & Order Harvey Suite Life Mike and 
Mike

NFL Prime-
time Hatchett Just Dr. Ciao Italia Harvey Suite Life

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Palabra de 
Mujer

Judge Guiding Light The Doctors Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

Watercol A Haunting Unsolved 
Mysteries

Law & Order One Life De 1st and Lines
Judge Yes, Dear Curious One Life De Bassmasters Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Martha Dirty Jobs Movie: 
Casino, Joe 
Pesci

Unsolved 
Mysteries

Charmed SmartGuy So Raven NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl SmartGuy So Raven Lines Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Sala Fetch Cash Cab Unsolved 
Mysteries

Charmed The Deal Cory Football Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Like You Cyber Cash Cab Cory Burning Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond Scrivner BBC Cash Cab CSI: NY Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Phineas Horn SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Uri Harel Business Cash Cab Phineas Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Dr. Young News-Lehrer Made CSI: NY Law & Order Suite Life NFL Live College 
Basketball: 
Ohio State at 
Miami.

Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Made Montana College 
Basketball: 
Clemson at 
Illinois.

  :PM
 7 :30

Santa Claus Santa Claus Cuidado-
Ángel

House NCIS Doña Bar-
bara

The Biggest 
Loser: 
Families 

Fam. Guy Israel Nova  (DVS) Dirty Jobs Movie: Out 
for Justice, 
Jerry Orbach

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Movie: The 
Salon 

Movie: 
Zenon: The 
Zequel 

Fam. Guy Victory

  :PM
 8 :30

Jim Jim Fuego en la 
Sangre

(:01) Fringe The Mental-
ist 

El Rostro de 
Analia

Fam. Guy Light of the 
Southwest

Independent 
Lens 

Dirty Jobs UFC Un-
leashed

Cold Case College Bas-
ketball: Duke 
at Purdue. 

Jim Jim Fam. Guy Phineas College 
Basketball: 
Virginia at 
Minnesota.

  :PM
 9 :30

Eli Stone Eli Stone Aquí y Ahora (:01) TMZ Without a 
Trace

Sin Senos Law & Order: 
SVU

Offi ce N.Y. Quake Movie: 
Thunder-
heart, Sam 
Shepard

UFC Un-
leashed

Cold Case Cole Wizards
Raymond Offi ce Brother Life De

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Frank TV Israel Charlie Rose Dirty Jobs MAN Cold Case Cole Suite Life SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Decisiones 

de
Tonight Show Ellen’s Even 

Bigger
Cortes MAN Brother Montana Series of 

Poker  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Hora de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Ministerio-
Vida

Smiley Dirty Jobs CSI: NY Cold Case Movie: 
Hustle & 
Flow, Taryn 
Manning 

So Raven NFL Live
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Decisiones 
de

Late Night Sex & Smiley (:45) Movie: 
Road House, 
Sam Elliott 

Cory Series of 
Poker

Fastbreak

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Amarte-
Pecado

RENO 911 Sex & Israel (Off Air) Dirty Jobs Star Trek: 
Voyager

Cold Case Replace SportsCenter 
News Paid RENO 911 Insider Programa 

Pagado
News Seinfeld Church Kim Series of 

Poker  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Basco Clasicos Friends Entertain Poker After 
Dark

Frank TV Light of the 
Southwest

N.Y. Quake Deep Space 
9

Cold Case Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Humor TMZ Paid Pelicula: El 

Quelite, Héc-
tor Suárez

Movie: Le-
thal Weapon 
3, Joe Pesci 

The Wire Dragon Poker

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Tyra Banks 
Show

(:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young Paid (:15) Movie: 
Sahara, Dan 
Duryea 

7 Days Without a 
Trace

Proud College Foot-
ball: UCLA 
at Arizona 
State.

SportsCenter 
Paid Young Paid Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie Last Call In Touch-Dr Paid Paid Without a 
Trace

BET Inspira-
tion

Recess SportsCenter 
Plateados Early Tdy Paid Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Business Harvey McDonald Assignment Fighting Sea. Paid Without a 
Trace

Popoff Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married... Zola Lev Paid Inspira Lilo Stitch ESPNews
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Limited, the famed luxury train, 
completed its final run from New 
York to Chicago.

In 1979, 11 people were killed in a 
crush of fans at Cincinnati’s 
Riverfront Coliseum, where the 
British rock group The Who was 
performing.

In 1984, thousands of people died 
after a cloud of methyl isocyanate 
gas escaped from a pesticide plant 
operated by a Union Carbide sub-
sidiary in Bhopal, India.

One year ago: A U.S. intelligence 
report concluded that Iran had 
halted nuclear weapons develop-
ment in 2003  — a stark contrast to 
the conclusions U.S. spy agencies 
had drawn just two years earlier. 
British teacher Gillian Gibbons, 
jailed in Sudan for insulting Islam 
after allowing her students to name 
a teddy bear Muhammad, flew 
home after being pardoned by the 
country’s president. Former com-
missioner Bowie Kuhn was elected 
to the Baseball Hall of Fame; for-
mer Dodgers owner Walter 
O’Malley, managers Dick Williams 
and Billy Southworth and ex-
Pirates owner Barney Dreyfuss 
also were elected.

Today’s Birthdays: Country 
singer Ferlin Husky is 83. Singer 
Andy Williams is 81. Movie direc-
tor Jean-Luc Godard is 78. Singer 
Jaye P. Morgan is 77. Actress Mary 
Alice is 67. Rock singer Ozzy 

Osbourne is 60. Actress Heather 
Menzies is 59. Rock singer Mickey 
Thomas is 59. Country musician 
Paul Gregg (Restless Heart) is 54. 
Actor Steven Culp is 53. Actress 
Daryl Hannah is 48. Actress 
Julianne Moore is 48. Actor 
Brendan Fraser is 40. Singer 
Montell Jordan is 40. Actor Royale 
Watkins is 39. Actor Bruno Campos 
is 35. Actress Holly Marie Combs 
is 35. Actress Lauren Roman is 33. 
Pop-rock singer Daniel Bedingfield 
is 29. Actress Anna Chlumsky is 
28. Actor Brian Bonsall is 27. 
Actress Amanda Seyfried is 23. 
Actor Michael Angarano is 21. 
Actor Jake T. Austin is 14.

Thought for Today: “There is a 
way to look at the past. Don’t hide 
from it. It will not catch you if you 
don’t repeat it.” — Pearl Bailey, 
American entertainer (1918-1990).

® 2008 The Associated Press.



By LEANNE ITALIE
Associated Press Writer

Hard times have you 
down this holiday season? 
Take a trip to the library 
for some inspiration 
from treasured stories of 
Christmas past.

The mortgage meltdown, 
job squeeze and clash 
between rich and poor 
evoke long-popular 
holiday tales with ghostly 
clarity, offering messages 
of hope, faith and 
togetherness during an 
intensely uncertain year, 
says William J. Palmer, 
an English professor and 
Charles Dickens expert at 
Purdue University.

“The real reason that 
readers have always 
returned to ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ year after year 
since the 1840s is that 
it provides a way of 
reinvigorating the 
spirit of Christmas that 
everyone wants to feel 
during this season, no 
matter how hard the 
times or how bleak the 
economic outlook,” he 
said.

Dusty old stories 
mingled with more 
contemporary fare can 
touch all generations 
with the promise of better 
days ahead, says Brandon 
Mendelson, 25, a graduate 
student in history at the 
University of Albany in 
New York.

“This is how we as 
Americans feel in light 
of the recession,” he 
said. “For my generation 
at least, Gen Y, we 
have never in our lives 
encountered a situation 
like this. We have a 
belief, despite evidence 
to the contrary, that this 
situation will end soon 
and improve for everyone. 
It may be childlike 
innocence, but we know it 
to be true.”

A sampler of Christmas 
tales through the ages:

— “A Christmas 
Carol,” by Charles 
Dickens, 1843.

The Tale: Ebenezer 
Scrooge is so consumed 
by greed and downright 
meanness that he’s visited 
by three spirits looking 
to rehabilitate him at 
Christmas in Victorian 
London. They lead him on 
a back-and-forth journey 
through his past, present 
and future. He gets a fly-
on-the-wall look at how 

the Cratchit family really 
feels about him before he 
emerges kinder, gentler 
and joyfully tossing 
money around.

Lesson: It’s never too 
late to make amends 
and let charity into your 
heart.

Notes: The story was 
hugely popular when 
released for Christmas, 
with an unblinking look 
at social injustice and 
gaping class disparity. 
By some accounts, young 
Dickens wrote it to 
pay off a debt, but high 
production costs cut into 
his profit.

— “Yes, Virginia, 
there is a Santa Claus,” 
unsigned editorial in The 
Sun of New York, 1897.

The Tale: 8-year-old 
Virginia O’Hanlon begs 
for some Santa Claus 
truth. She follows her 
papa’s advice to consult 
The Sun, not wanting to 
believe her “little friends” 
that St. Nick is a fraud. 
The newspaper’s response 
in part: “Yes, VIRGINIA, 
there is a Santa Claus. 
He exists as certainly as 
love and generosity and 
devotion exist, and you 
know that they abound 
and give to your life its 
highest beauty and joy.”

Lesson: A little faith in 
the unseen can go a long 
way.

Notes: Written by a 
Sun staffer who covered 
the Civil War, Francis P. 
Church, this bit of holiday 
history has been reprinted 
in dozens of languages. 
The real Virginia was the 
daughter of a coroner’s 
assistant who grew up to 
be a school teacher. She 
died in 1971 at 82.

— “The Gift of the Magi,” 
by O. Henry, 1906.

The Tale: Jim and 
Della Young are in love, 
but they’ve hit hard 
times and can barely pay 
their $8-a-week rent. For 
Christmas, she sells her 
prized knee-length hair 
to buy him a fob chain for 
his cherished gold pocket 
watch, but he sells the 
watch to surprise her with 
two fancy hair combs. 
Then it’s time for pork 
chops.

Lesson: The greatest 
love may require painful 
sacrifice.

Notes: This short story 
inspired an episode of 

“The Simpsons,” a place 
in Steve Martin’s “Cruel 
Shoes” and a song from 
the band Squirrel Nut 
Zippers that goes like this: 
“Though we’ve pawned 
away our only pleasures. 
These gifts we give are not 
in vain.”

— “It’s a Wonderful 
Life,” directed by Frank 
Capra, 1946.

The Tale: Beset by bad 
luck, a bank run and 
shattered dreams, George 
Bailey (James Stewart) 
is about to jump off a 
bridge on Christmas Eve 
shortly after World War 
II. But a guardian angel 
in training, Clarence, 
grants George’s wish 
that he had never been 
born. He reveals George’s 
accomplishments and 
earns himself some wings 
to-boot.

Lesson: A person’s real 
worth can be measured 
in family, friends and 
selfless service.

Notes: Based on “The 
Greatest Gift,” a short 
story by Philip Van Doren 
Stern, the movie is among 
the most popular of all 
time. But it was a box 
office bust and fizzled 
at the Oscars. Some 
considered it communist 
propaganda with its 
indictment of the monied 
class and the spread-the-
wealth zeal of the Building 
& Loan.

— “A Christmas Mem-
ory,” by Truman Capote, 
1956.

The Tale: “It’s fruitcake 
weather!” 7-year-old 
Buddy’s childlike, 
60-something cousin 
declares after he was 
dumped on relatives 
in the rural South of 
the 1930s. Poor and 
inseparable, Buddy and 
Sook bake for the famous 
and the unsung, trek 
into the woods to cut 
down a Christmas tree 
and fashion kites for 
each other as gifts. Adult 
Buddy describes his grief 
years later over Sook’s 
death — “a piece of news 
some secret vein had 
already received, severing 
from me an irreplaceable 
part of myself, letting 
it loose like a kite on a 
broken string.”

Lesson: Friendship can 
offer hope and joy amid 
bruising poverty and 
social isolation.

Notes: The semi-
autobiographical short 
story was first published 
in Mademoiselle. A young 
Capote wrote it before 
“In Cold Blood” propelled 
him to socialite status. A 
teleplay in 1966 starred 
Geraldine Page as Sook. 
In 1997, Patty Duke had 
the role in a Hallmark TV 
special.

— “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas!” by Dr. 
Seuss, 1957.

The Tale: A furry 
grouch of a creature 
lives north of Whoville 
and makes his way down 
Mount Crumpit to end 
infernal Christmas. 
He steals the gifts and 
trimmings of the kind 
and gentle Whos. But it 
doesn’t work. Christmas 
arrives despite his 
plundering. The Grinch’s 
heart “two sizes too 

small” grows large after 
he meets sweet-faced little 
Cindy-Lou and hears the 
Whos singing. He returns 
the loot and makes new 
friends.

Lesson: Being together 
on a special day is more 
important than how you 
celebrate it.

Notes: Chuck Jones 
made an animated TV 
special in 1966 and turned 
the Grinch green. Jim 
Carrey took it live-action 
in 2000. Seuss has the 
Grinch conclude: “Maybe 
Christmas, he thought, 
doesn’t come from a 
store. Maybe Christmas, 
perhaps, means a little bit 
more!”

— “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas,” 1965, TV 
special based on the 
“Peanuts” comic strip by 
Charles M. Schulz.

The Tale: Reliably 

depressed Charlie Brown 
complains about the 
commercial corruption 
of Christmas as he tries 
to organize a Nativity 
play. He gets a tongue-
lashing from Lucy and 
the gang over the puny 
tree he chooses as a stage 
set. Inspired by a reading 
from Linus from the 
Gospel of Luke heralding 
the birth of Christ and 
urging peace on Earth, the 
other kids learn to love 
the little tree as much as 
Charlie Brown does.

Lesson: Have the 
courage to stand up for 
those in need.

Notes: Linus says it 
best as he props up the 
overburdened tree with 
his precious blanket: “I 
never thought it was such 
a bad little tree. It’s not 
bad at all, really. Maybe it 
just needs a little love.”
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Santa and Mrs. Claus  are returning to the Heritage Museum 
Saturday, Dec. 6 • 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

The Clauses will ride in the 
Big Spring Herald Christmas Parade that evening.

Photos of your children with Santa will be available for purchase 18912

For only $25, record a 
30 second Video Greeting

For more information Contact: Kim Klug @ 263-7331
www.bigspringherald.com

The Holidays
Greeting Video 
To Be Posted at 

bigspringherald.com

18487

The
Toney Brothers

Date: Dec. 4th
Place: Eastside Baptist Church
           1108 E. 6th

Date: 7:00 p.m.

“Gospel Music At It’s Finest”

For more information, please call 432.267.1915 or visit us online at www.toneybrothers.com

15027

Don’t Miss The
23rd Annual

BIG SPRING HERALD
COMMUNITY

CHRISTMAS PARADE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6TH
5:30 P.M.18947

Classic holiday stories inspire during tough times
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50th

Chaney’s Jewelry
Since 1958

50% Off All Diamonds
Diamond Earrings • Diamond Pendants

Diamond Wedding Sets
Ladies & Men’s Diamond Rings

50% Off
Colored Stone Jewelry

Emeralds, Rubies, Sapphires

50% Off
14K Gold Chains

14K Gold Bracelets
14K Gold Earrings

Also 25% Off ALL SEIKO & PULSAR WATCHES

50% OFF
Until Dec. 24th 

Chaney’s Jewelry1706
Gregg

Big
Spring

18573

28992

KIM L. BANGO, MD
Board Certified in Family Medicine

432-263-0500
1608 W. FM 700, Suite D

Big Spring, Texas

“Accepting New Patients”

Se Habla Espanol

LETTERS TO SANTA
Don’t Miss This Section
Sunday, December 21, 2008

Area Schools Students, Submit Their
Letters To Santa Claus

“DEADLINE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2008”
Advertisers, Don’t Be Left Out!

17675

News in brief
Police unsure if Texas City 
woman will survive

TEXAS CITY (AP) — A bedridden 
woman found barely alive with maggots 
eating her flesh remains hospitalized at 
Mainland Medical Center, but police are 
not sure she will survive.

Retired Galveston County sheriff’s dep-
uty Linda Sue Sainz was taken to the 
hospital, located in Texas City, after 
someone called 911 late Friday night 
claiming to be her 38-year-old son. He 
said his mother had bedsores and needed 
an ambulance, police Capt. Brian 
Goetschius said. The son, who police con-
tinued to search for Tuesday, said the 
back door of the house would be open and 
hung up, Goetschius said.

Struggling with health problems, the 
62-year-old woman stayed inside for 
weeks at a time with her son, who had 
lived with her almost all his life. Sainz 
also did not like going to doctors, her 
children told police.

Adult Protective Services caseworkers 
also are investigating.

Report: Mother of man dragged to 
death says autopsy shows his 
body was badly mangled

PARIS, Texas (AP) — The mother of a 
man who was dragged to death said an 
autopsy shows his body was so badly 

mangled that it couldn’t be embalmed.
Jacqueline McClelland tells Dallas-Fort 

Worth television station WFAA that she’s 
seen a copy of an autopsy report on 
Brandon McClelland.

McClelland indicated the autopsy report 
says her son’s skull was severely frac-
tured and one of his legs was almost 
ripped off.

Authorities have said two suspects, 
both of them white, purposely ran over 
and killed the 24-year-old black man, fol-
lowing an argument on the way home 
from a late-night beer run in September.

The family has met with a special pros-
ecutor and the case is expected to go to 
the grand jury next week.

Texas delegation gets 
proactive to stave off cuts

WASHINGTON (AP) — Members of the 
Texas congressional delegation say they 
plan to build alliances with other law-
makers as part of a campaign to head off 
possible deep budget cuts for NASA, offi-
cials said.

The drive comes amid expectations that 
billions of dollars will be shifted from 
various federal agencies into new pro-
grams to stimulate the economy and sta-
bilize the financial system as President-
elect Barack Obama seeks to rescue the 
economy, the Houston Chronicle report-
ed Tuesday in an online story from its 

Washington bureau.
Now, said Scott Pace, the director of 

George Washington University’s Space 
Policy Institute, “money for space is 
going to be extremely tight.”

“That leaves you a difficult choice,” 
Pace added. “Change the schedule or 
change the program.”

Adjustments are on the horizon in the 
Texas delegation involving Republican 
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison and 
Democratic Rep. Nick Lampson, of 
Stafford.

Hutchison, a member of the powerful 
Appropriations Committee, has given up 
her leadership position in the Senate’s 
Republican caucus and is expected to 
resign from Congress in 2009 to run for 
governor.

Also, Lampson, is leaving office in 
January, after he was defeated by 
Republican Pete Olson, of Sugar Land, in 
a predominantly GOP district. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi had promised 
Lampson the leadership of a NASA over-
sight subcommittee.

Woman testifies in copyright 
infringement lawsuit against Perry

MARSHALL (AP) — A woman testified 
in federal court Tuesday that a play she 
wrote based on her own life was taken by 
actor and playwright Tyler Perry and 
made into the blockbuster film “Diary of 

a Mad Black Woman.”
Donna West is suing Perry for copy-

right infringement in U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Texas and 
wants a jury to award her family all the 
profits made from the film, The Marshall 
News Messenger reports for its Wednesday 
editions.

“I can’t put my play on because the sto-
ries are basically the same and nobody 
wants to see that again,” she said.

Perry, of Atlanta, Ga., was in court 
Tuesday.

West testified she developed a script 
titled “Fantasy of a Black Woman” based 
primarily on her own experiences. With 
West in the starring role, the play was 
performed in July 1991 at the Junior 
Black Academy of Arts and Letters at the 
Dallas Convention Center.

In her opening remarks to the jury, 
Perry’s attorney, Veronica Lewis, said 
her client is an “immensely talented” 
individual “who has no need whatsoev-
er” to use the materials of others.

Lewis noted Perry had experienced 
considerable success before and after the 
film, “so why would he need to copy Ms. 
West’s script?”

Testimony was expected to resume 
Wednesday. U.S. District Judge Leonard 
Davis of Tyler told jurors he anticipates 
the case will be completed by next 
Tuesday.

To subscribe, call 263-7331


