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by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

A tragic accident Saturday night 
claimed the life of a 3-year-old Big 
Spring boy in the 3700 block of Con-
nally.

According to law enforcement of-
ficials, Aiden Mathews, address not 
provided, was pronounced dead short-
ly after 9:13 p.m. Saturday after he is 
believed to have shot himself in the 
face with a handgun.

“At approximately 9:13 p.m. officers 
responded to 3701 Connally in refer-
ence to a gunshot victim,” said Sgt. 
Tony Everett, public information offi-
cer with the Big Spring Police Depart-
ment. “Officers arrived and found that 
a 3-year-old male had been shot in the 
face.

“The child had found a handgun 
in the home, and while handling the 
weapon suffered a wound to the face. 
The child was transported to the emer-
gency room at Scenic Mountain Medi-
cal Center by ambulance. Life saving 
measures failed and the child was pro-
nounced dead by Justice of the Peace 
Kathryn Wiseman.”

According to Everett, the child was 

See SHOOTING, Page 3

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Testimony in Alon USA’s 
suit against the Howard 
County Appraisal District 
alleging inflated tax valu-
ations is expected to come 
to a close Tuesday, as at-
torneys for both sides are 
slated to present their clos-
ing arguments in 118th 
District Court.

Summations — set to 
begin at 9 a.m. in front of 
District Court Judge Rob-
ert H. Moore III — come 
after attorneys for the Ap-
praisal District finished 
testimony in the case Aug. 
22 after a week-long trial.

According to court offi-
cials, scheduling conflicts 
for both sides made it nec-
essary for attorneys to take 
the two-week break from 
the trial.

Alon is contesting a $320 
million tax appraisal lev-
ied against the refinery in 
2007. Oil company officials 
claimed the valuation 
should be approximately 
$152 million, slightly more 
than half of the contested 
figure. The appraisal dis-
trict’s review board sub-
sequently upheld the $320 
million appraisal, prompt-
ing Alon to file the law-
suit.

The company agreed to 

See ALON, Page 3

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

The Big Spring City Council 
is expected to wrap up its bud-
getary planning for the coming 
year Tuesday evening with final 
approval of the 2008-2009 fiscal 
plan.

The budget, which passed first 
reading Aug. 26 on a unanimous 
vote, includes a last-minute 

amendment changing to the way 
the city will deal with an expect-
ed $500,000 increase in water and 
chemical costs.

Councilwoman Stephanie Hor-
ton expressed her displeasure 
with the water rate increase 
— which originally called for 
a $2.50 hike in customer’s base 
rate for sanitation and a 15.5-
cent increase per 1,000 gallons of 

water used — asking the council 
to consider a different ratio of $2 
for the base rate and an 18.5-cent 
increase per 1,000 gallons used.

According to city officials, wa-
ter rate increases are necessary 
to balance out a $500,000 adjust-
ment caused by the $215,000 rate 
hike being passed along by the 
Colorado River Municipal Water 
District and the $252,800 jump in 

the cost of chemicals.
The council is also expected to 

hold public hearings on the bud-
get and the tax rate — $1.0132 per 
$100 valuation — the fiscal plan 
is built on.

City Finance Director Peggy 
Walker said the savings over 
last year’s tax rate — $1.0227 
per $100 valuation — will be less 
than $10 for the majority of city 

taxpayers.
“The average residential home 

is valued at slightly more than 
$40,000,” said Walker. “That 
would be a decrease to the tax-
payer of $3.43. One a home val-
ued at $100,000, it would mean 
a decrease of $8.57. It’s still suf-
ficient to fund the budget we

See CITY, Page 3

City council to sign off on budget Tuesday

Boy, 3, 
dies of
gunshot 
wound

Alon trial
slated to
wrap up

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) — It’s a 
fishing tale that packs a wallop so 
strong it broke the jaw of a southeastern 
Arkansas teen and covered him in fish 
blood and guts.

Seth Russell, 15, of Crossett, was 
cruising Lake Chicot on a large inner 
tube towed by a boat when a Silver 
Asian carp leaped from the water and 
smacked him in the face. Seth was 
knocked unconscious.

The teen has had oral surgery to 
wire several teeth together and still 
experiences back pain.

Smacked by a fish
A senior citizen driver safety course 

will be taught at the Big Spring Senior 
Center, 1901 Simler Drive, Thursday 
and Friday, Sept. 11-12. The course will 
begin at 9 a.m. and end at 1:30 p.m. each 
day, with a half-hour off for lunch.

There is a $10 fee for the book. Many 
auto insurance companies will give a 
discount on insurance preminums 
when the course is completed.

To register, call the Senior Center at 
267-1628. Class size is limited to 35. The 
course is for motorists age 50 and older 
and is especially designed for seniors.

Driver safety course
Dell's Cafe at 1608 E. Fourth St. is this 

week's Dine Out Restaurant  assisting 
the United Way 
for Big Spring and 
Howard County.

Proceeds from 
Friday's sales at 
Dell's will benefit 
United Way. 
Future participat-
ing restaurants 
will include Papa Georgio's Pizza, 
Cowboy's Steakhouse, Greg's Grill and 
others.

Dine Out Day
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Physically challenged competitor Austin Cogar of Wichita Falls, competes in Saturday’s Co-
manche Warrior Triathlon at Comanche Trail Park.

by mARTIN CRUTSINGER 
and ALAN ZIbEL
AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON — Uncle Sam 
has just become the 800 pound 
gorilla in the U.S. mortgage 
market.

The Bush administration 
announced Sunday it was 
seizing troubled mortgage 
giants Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac in a bid to help 

reverse a prolonged housing 
and credit crisis.

But private analysts worried 
that it may not be enough 
to stabilize the slumping 
housing market given the 
glut of vacant homes for sale, 
rising foreclosures, rising 
unemployment and weak 
consumer confidence.

Mark Zandi, chief economist 
at Moody’s Economy.

com predicted that 30-year 
mortgage rates, currently 
averaging 6.35 percent 
nationwide, could dip to close 
to 5.5 percent. That’s because 
investors will be more willing 
to buy the debt issued by 
Fannie and Freddie — and at 
lower rates — since the federal 
government is now explicitly

See mARKET, Page 3

U.S. government takes on 
big role in mortgage market

No charges filed at this 
time, Sgt. Everett says



The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 700 block of Avondale. 
Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of Owens. 
Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 4200 block of Parkway. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 3300 block of E. FM 
700. Service refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 3300 block of E. 11th 
Street. Service refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 300 block of Ramsey 
Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of Wood. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 7000 block of Roberts 
Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1300 block of Wright. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1900 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2000 block of Gregg 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2500 block of Barkdale. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 3700 block of Connally. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3700 block of Connally. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1500 block of E. Sixth 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 1500 block 
of E. Fourth Street. Two people were transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of E. 
Highway 350. One person was transported to SMMC.

LocaL2 Big Spring Herald
Monday, September 8, 2008

Dorothy P. Cullom
Dorothy P. Cullom, 85, of Big Spring 

died Friday, Sept. 5, 2008, at her 
residence. Graveside funeral services 
will be held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 9, 
2008, at the Trinity Memorial Park Peace 
Chapel with Chaplain Cherise Felty of 
Home Hospice officiating. The family 
will receive friends Monday from 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at the funeral home.

She was born May 5, 1923, in Culman 
County, Ala., and married John Hillman 

Cullom Sept. 17, 1946, in Sterling City. He preceded her 
in death Aug. 8, 1995.

Dorothy and her husband came to Big Spring in 1987. 
She was a homemaker and a Methodist.

Survivors include her brother, John M. Higdon of 
Culman, Ala.; and several nieces and nephews. 

She was also preceded in death by her parents and eight 
brothers and sisters.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-Pickle 
& Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at: www.npwelch.com

Irwin L. Ward
Irwin L. Ward, 80, of Big Spring died Sept. 3, 2008, in 

a local nursing home. Graveside funeral services will 
be held at Fairview Cemetery in Midland, at his son 
Ronnie’s grave at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2008, 
with Chaplain Walter McCall with Compass Hospice, 
officiating.

He was born Feb. 17, 1928, in Sidney, Texas, and married 
Jackie Grace in July 1983 in Midland.

He had lived in Ballinger for 15 years before moving 
to Stanton in 2004. Irwin worked as an electrician for 
Northern Natural Gas, retiring in 1975. He was a member 
of the First Baptist Church of Stanton and had served as 
a deacon. He served in the United States Army Air Corps 
during World War II. 

Survivors include his wife, Jackie Ward of Big Spring; 
one son, Gregg Ward of Weatherford; one daughter, 
Linda Pruitt and husband Donnie of Midland; one step-
son, Brad Johnson and wife Debbie of Stanton; one step-
daughter, Jade Cook and husband Omer of Garden City; 
four grandchildren and three great grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by a son, Ronnie Ward.
The family suggests memorials be made to Compass 

Hospice, 1003 East FM 700, Big Spring 79720.
Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-Pickle 

& Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at: www.npwelch.com

Grover McKnight
Grover McKnight, 77, of Big Spring died Saturday, 

Sept. 6, 2008, in a Big Spring nursing home. Graveside 
funeral services will be held at 1 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 9, 
2008, at Mt. Olive Memorial Park with Chaplain Walter 
McCall of Compass Hospice, officiating.

He was born June 7, 1931, in Jacksonville, Texas, and 
married Ila Mae Powell in 1997 in Stanton. She preceded 
him in death Feb. 24, 2008.

Grover came to Big Spring in 1993 and worked as a 
truck driver throughout his life. He was a Baptist.

Survivors include one son, Dennis N. McKnight of 
Dallas; two sisters, Elsie “Pinky” Sadler of Groves 
and Betty “Sue” Wright of Jacksonville; two step-sons, 
Dwayne Powell and wife Neysa of Irving and Wayland 
Powell and wife Nell of Big Spring; two grandchildren 
and several nieces and nephews. 
Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle 
& Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at: www.npwelch.com

Aiden Matthews
Aiden Matthews, 3, of Big Spring died Saturday, Sept. 

6, 2008, in Big Spring. Services are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the follow-
ing activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 a.m. today:

• MICHAEL RAY LEWIS, 47, of 1002 N. Main Street, 
was arrested Saturday on charges of assault by contact 
and possession of a controlled substance in a drug free 
zone.

• EZEQUIEL ARRENDONDO, 27, of Mexico, was 
arrested Saturday on three local citations and held for 
immigration.

• JOHN AUBREY SCRIVNER, 59, transient, was 
arrested Saturday on a Taylor County warrant.

• ANTHONY THOMAS MCGRUDER, 37, of 100 
Lockhart No. A, was arrested Saturday on a charge of 
possession of a controlled substance.

• WILLIAM RUSSELL PARKS, 39, of 3228 Cornell, was 
arrested Saturday on a charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance.

• ROBERT DIAZ JR., 26, of 1111 Ridgeroad, was arrest-
ed Saturday on a charge of possession of a controlled 
substance.

• CASSANDRA VILLA, 18, of Coahoma, was arrested 
Sunday on a local citation.

• BETTY JEAN MUNIZ, 42, of 160 N.W. Eighth Street, 
was arrested Sunday on charges of driving while intoxi-
cated with a child passenger and evading arrest with a 
vehicle.

• UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE was 
reported:

in the 1400 block of Runnels.
in the 1000 block of Main Street.
• POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 

was reported in the 1000 block of Main Street.
• CRIMINAL TRESPASS OF A HABITATION/

SHELTER CENTER was reported in the 500 block of 
Lancaster.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
in the 3200 block of Avenue C.
in the 1000 block of Main Street.
in the 1300 block of Runnels.
in the 1400 block of Highway 87.
in the 1900 block of Gregg Street.
in the 1500 block of Sycamore.
• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the 700 

block of Edwards.
• ASSAULT CAUSING BODILY INJURY was reported 

in the 1900 block of Highway 87.
• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was report-

ed:
in the 3200 block of Avenue C.
in the 1900 block of First Street.
in the 1600 block of Stadium.
• FAILURE TO IDENTIFY – GIVING FALSE 

INFORMATION was reported in the area of N.W. 10th 
Street.

• EVADING ARREST/DETENTION WITH A VEHICLE 
was reported in the 1200 block of Highway 350. 

Your Local Weather
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79/63
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Thu
9/11
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Partly cloudy
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storm.
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thunder-

storm.
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Partly
cloudy,
chance of a
thunder-

storm.
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MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and wid-

owers meets the first and third Monday of the month. 
For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 5 
p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad for 
weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. Call 213-1342 
or 263-6819.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the 

First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels (north 
end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are welcome. For 
more information, contact Sherry Hodnett at 264-7599.

TODAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 5 

p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad 
for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. Call 213-
1342 or 263-6819. 

• Big Spring Band Boosters meet at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Big Spring High School band hall. 

• Coahoma Lions Club meets at 6 p.m. in the 
Coahoma Community Center at 306 North Ave.

• The Concerned Citizens Council meets at 7 p.m. at 
the Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. For more 
information, call 264-6116.

• Archeology Society for Howard and Borden coun-
ties meets at 7 p.m. in the Howard County Library 
Community Room in the basement. Call 270-2615 for 
more information. 

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at 
606 E. Third.

• Big Spring Society of the Order of Beacieants 
meets at 6:30 p.m. for a meal with meeting that begins 
at 7:30 p.m. at 221 Main.

• Big Spring Commandry meets at 7:30 p.m. at 221 
Main.

• The Christian Motorcyclists Association meets at 
7:30 p.m. at the Dragon Restaurant, 1300 S. Gregg. 
Everyone is welcome. Call 263-3869 for more informa-
tion.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• The American Cancer Society meets at noon at the 

Home Hospice office for lunch and its monthly meet-
ing. For more information, call Sherry Hodnett at 264-
7599.

 If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board

Fire/EMS
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Sheriff’s report
The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-

lowing activity:
Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail report-

ed having 57 inmates at the time of this report.
• LESTER CLAUDE DUFFER, 28, was transferred to 

the county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of unau-
thorized use of a motor vehicle and driving while license 
invalid/suspended.

• NATHAN ROBINSON, 33, was transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of criminal 
mischief , possession of marijuana – two ounces or less 
and possession of a controlled substance.

• REGINALD JAY VANDERBILT, 25, was transferred 
to the county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of 
parole violation, burglary of a habitation and failure to 
identify as a fugitive from justice.

• WILLIE RAY MYLES JR., 47, was transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of failure to 
identify as a fugitive from justice – giving false informa-
tion and a parole warrant.

• CHRISTOPHER OBELL VANOVER, 31, was arrested 
Friday by the HCSO on a charge of possession of mari-
juana.

• JOHN MANUEL SOLIS, 22, was arrested Saturday 
by the HCSO on charges of duty on striking fixture/
landscape, evading arrest/detention with a vehicle and 

possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.
• MOISES CORTEZ HERNANDEZ, 31, was arrested 

Saturday by the HCSO on charges of public intoxica-
tion, failure to maintain financial responsibility and no 
valid driver’s license.

• RICKY LEE TATE, 19, was transferred to the county 
jail Saturday by the BSPD on a motion to revoke proba-
tion for possession of marijuana – two ounces or less 
and a charge of possession of a controlled substance.

• TAVIAN ATKINS, 21, was transferred to the county 
jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of criminal mis-
chief.

• DAVID RUTLEDGE, 34, was arrested Sunday by DPS 
on charges of driving while license invalid with a previ-
ous conviction or suspension and displaying an expired 
inspection sticker.

• WILLIAM RUSSELL PARKS, 39, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of pos-
session of a controlled substance.

• MICHAEL RAY LEWIS, 47, was transferred to the 
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of assault by 
contact and possession of a controlled substance in a 
drug free zone.

• DAVID YANEZ, 40, was arrested Monday by the 
HCSO on a charge of driving while intoxicated – third or 
more offense.
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standing behind that debt.
“Effectively, the federal 

government has now 
become the nation’s 
mortgage lender,” he 
said. “This takes a major 
financial threat off the 
table.”

Officials announced 
that both Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac were being 
placed in a government 
conservatorship, a move 
that could end up costing 
taxpayers billions of 
dollars.

Treasury Secretary Henry 
Paulson refused to estimate 
how much the takeover 
of the two companies will 
cost the government, but 
he insisted that taxpayers 
will get paid back first.

“We structured this 
facility to protect the 
taxpayer,” Paulson said 
Monday in an interview on 
the CBS Early Show. “The 
government will be repaid 
... before the shareholders 
of these companies get a 
penny.”

In a separate appearance 
on CNBC, Paulson said 
“we obviously don’t know” 
when asked how much 
the takeover could end 
up costing taxpayers. He 
said that will depend on 
how quickly the housing 
market turns around.

The plan touched off 
a global stock rally 
Monday. Japan’s Nikkei 
stock average jumped 3.4 
percent and Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng index surged 

4.3 percent. In morning 
trading, Britain’s FTSE 
100 jumped 3.81 percent, 
Germany’s DAX index 
rose 3.21 percent, and 
France’s CAC-40 surged 
4.44 percent.

U.S. stock futures pointed 
to a huge rally, jumping 
more than 2 percent ahead 
of Monday’s open in New 
York.

The companies, which 
together own or guarantee 
about $5 trillion in home 
loans, about half the 
nation’s total, have lost 
$14 billion in the last year 
and are likely to pile up 
billions more in losses 
until the housing market 
begins to recover.

The Treasury Department 
said it was prepared to 
put up as much as $100 
billion over time in each 
of the companies if needed 
to keep them from going 
broke, in exchange for 
senior preferred stock. 
Treasury will immediately 
be issued $1 billion of such 
stock from each company, 
which will pay 10 
percent interest. Further 
purchases of preferred 
stock will be triggered if 
quarterly audits find that 
the companies’ capital 
cushion is below prudent 
standards.

The government, which 
will receive warrants 
representing ownership 
stakes of 79.9 percent in 
each company, is hoping 
that its moves will reassure 
nervous investors that they 
can continue to buy the 
debt of the two companies.

In a statement, President 
Bush said, “Americans 

should be confident that 
the actions taken today 
will strengthen our ability 
to weather the housing 
correction and are critical 
to returning the economy 
to stronger sustained 
growth.”

The conservatorship 
will be run by the Federal 
Housing Finance Agency, 
the new agency created 
by Congress this summer 
to regulate Fannie and 
Freddie, a move taken 
at the same time that 
Congress greatly expanded 
the power of the Treasury 
Department to make loans 
to the two companies and 
purchase their stock.

The executives and 
board of directors of both 
institutions are being 
replaced. Herb Allison, 
the former head of the 
TIAA-CREF retirement 
investment fund, was 
selected to head Fannie 
Mae, and David Moffett, a 
former vice chairman of 
US Bancorp, was picked to 
head Freddie Mac.

Paulson was careful not 
to blame Daniel Mudd, the 
outgoing CEO of Fannie 
Mae, or Freddie Mac’s 
departing CEO, Richard 
Syron, for the companies’ 
current problems. While 
both men are being 
removed as the top 
executives, they have been 
asked to remain for an 
unspecified period to help 
with the transition.

Fannie and Freddie both 
purchase home loans from 
banks and then repackage 

those loans as mortgage-
backed securities that they 
either hold on their own 
books or sell to investors 
around the globe. This 
process provides banks 
with more money to 
make more home loans, 
greatly expanding home 
ownership.

The impact of the 
government takeover on 
existing common and 
preferred shares, which 
have slumped in value in 
the last year, will depend 
on how investors react to 
Paulson’s assertion that 
they must absorb the cost 
of further losses first. 
Under the plan, dividends 
on both common and 
preferred stock would be 
eliminated, saving about 
$2 billion a year.

Analysts were split on 
how much the takeover 
could eventually cost 
taxpayers although they 
all agreed the up-front 
costs will be substantial, 
possibly hitting $100 
billion as the Treasury is 
called upon to bolster the 
capital cushions at both 
institutions.

However, if the plan does 
the trick of stabilizing the 
housing market and home 
prices stop falling and 
rebound, then the assets of 
both Fannie and Freddie 
should rise in value and 
the government should 
be able to sell off the 
companies and recoup its 
investments.

But it could take a long 
time to work through 

that process given all 
the headwinds facing 
housing at the moment 
from the plunge in home 
prices to soaring defaults 
on mortgages which are 
dumping more homes on 
an already glutted market. 
The weak economy has 
pushed unemployment 
to a five-year high of 6.1 
percent, further reducing 
demand for homes.

“I think the government 
will end up having to 
put in far more money 
then they are planning 
right now (given all the 
problems facing housing) 
but the important thing 
is the agencies have 
been taken over by the 
government,” said Sung 
Won Sohn, an economics 
professor at California 
State University Channel 
Islands. “That means 
there will be less panic in 
financial markets.”

Under government 
control, the companies will 
be allowed to expand their 
support for the mortgage 
market over the next year 
by boosting their holdings 
of mortgage securities they 
hold on their books from 
a combined $1.5 trillion 
to $1.7 trillion. Starting 
in 2010, though, they are 

required to drop their 
holdings by 10 percent 
annually until they reach 
a combined $500 billion.

In addition, officials said 
the Treasury Department 
plans to purchase $5 
billion in mortgage-backed 
securities issued by the 
two companies later this 
month, the first of a series 
of purchases planned by 
the government in an 
effort to bolster for these 
securities, which was 
badly shaken a year ago 
when the credit crisis 
first erupted with soaring 
defaults on subprime 
mortgages.

Paulson said that it would 
be up to Congress and the 
next president to figure 
out the two companies’ 
ultimate structure and 
the conflicting goals 
they operated under — 
maximizing returns for 
shareholders while also 
being required to facilitate 
home buying for low- 
and moderate-income 
Americans.

“There is a consensus 
today ... that they cannot 
continue in their current 
form,” he said.
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The Basket Barn
is now open

Come in for the Most Delicious
Cookies & Homemade Fudge

Free Delivery On Orders $20 or More
Open

Tuesday - Saturday

906 E. 3rd    •    264-9554 12838

1900 Scurry                                    714-4510

2
7
6
1
8

Your Home, Your Health,
Your Choice

We Bring The Caring Home

SUN LAUNDROMAT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
*Drop Off Service Available*

Come Wash With Us
1510 Lancaster                                               432-517-4196

9925

SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

www.swa1pc.com 
  mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441 • 432.267.8190 fax
mm@swaq1pc.com  email

7265

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/30/08
11587

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Aiden Matthews, 3, 
died Saturday.  Services 
are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

SHOOTING
Continued from Page 1

visiting relatives at the time 
of the accident.

“An autopsy was ordered 

and is scheduled to take place 
today in Lubbock,” said Ev-
erett.

The handgun was a .357 
caliber sig, according to Ev-
erett.

Everett said whether or 

not charges will be brought 
against the owner of the gun 
is unclear at this time.

“No charges have been 
brought at this time,” said 
Everett. “That’s a decision 
that will have to be made 

once the investigation is 
complete.”

Contact Staff Writer Thom-
as Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 
or by e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

ALON
Continued from Page 1

pay taxes on an $80 million valuation until 
the matter is resolved, leaving Howard 
County — one of the taxing entities hardest 
hit by the conflict — with a potential short-
fall of more than $700,000 and Big Spring 
Independent School District picking up a 
$264,000 loss.

According to County Auditor Jackie Ol-
son, Alon USA paid approximately $225,000 
in taxes last year — based on an undisputed 
assessment of $80 million that was reduced 
to $54 million by abatement agreements — 
considerably less than the $1 million levied 
against the company.

Expert witness Kathy Spletter, a represen-
tative of Stancil and Company testifying on 
behalf of the Appraisal District, testified 
the value of the Big Spring Refinery is $460 
million after physical depreciation is ap-
plied. However, technological obsolescence 
— formed mainly around the lack of tech-
nological upgrades to the refinery — drops 
that value by an estimated $287 million.

Attorney Mark Hutcheson, lead counsel 
for Alon, contended the FCC unit at the Big 
Spring Refinery was 60 years old at the time 
of the 2007 valuation, and although it’s been 
updated to some extent, yields remain below 
industry standards, coming in at approxi-
mately 74 percent compared to other refin-
eries, which produce at 78 to 80 percent.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas Jenkins at 
263-7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at citydesk@
bigspringherald.com

CITY
Continued from Page 1

brought to the council, and 
we’ll be bringing it back to 
the council for first reading 
during the next meeting.”

According to previous re-
ports from Walker, the tax 
rate consists of 68.54 cents 
for the general fund; 8.07 
cents to fund the Big Spring 
Police Department’s Narcot-
ics Task Force; 2.42 cents to 
refund obligation bonds from 
2002; 22.53 cents for general 

obligation bonds for the Roy 
Anderson Sports Complex 
and streets project; and .69 
cents for certificates of obli-
gation for the rehabilitation 
of the northside water facil-
ity and the new annex for the 
municipal animal shelter.

The council is also expect-

ed to consider first reading 
of an ordinance adopting the 
tax rate during the meeting.

Contact Staff Writer Thom-
as Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 
or by e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

EL PASO (AP) — The glow from Don Haskins’ greatest 
triumph was mostly a memory when Disney decided to take 
another look.

Then came the movie “Glory Road” and a whole new 
generation learned what Bob Knight already knew about his 
old friend’s career — and legacy.

“Don got more out of his teams and players than any coach 
who has ever coached college basketball,” Knight said.

Haskins, the Hall of Fame coach credited with helping 
break color barriers in college sports in 1966 when he used 
five black starters to win a national basketball title for Texas 
Western, died Sunday. He was 78.

Dr. Dwayne Aboud, Haskins’ physician, told reporters 
Sunday that Haskins had been suffering from congestive 
heart failure and died at home about 4:30 p.m. He was 
surrounded by friends and relatives, Aboud said.

“As many of you know, Coach Haskins has had some 
cardiac problems. He opted not to go back to the hospital 
but to remain at home,” Aboud said, standing outside the 

University of Texas El-Paso basketball arena named for 
Haskins.

As word of Haskins’ death spread, those who knew him 
were quick to sing his praises.

“The word unique does not begin to describe Don Haskins,” 
Knight, the winningest men’s coach in the sport’s history, 
said Sunday. 

“There is no one who has ever coached that I respected and 
admired more than Don Haskins. I’ve had no better friend 
that I enjoyed more than Don Haskins.

“The myth that surrounds Don Haskins in the movie ‘Glory 
Road’ and what he did for black players is better said that 
he cared like that for all his players,” Knight added. “To me 
that tells me more about the man than anything. ... There 
was never anyone like him before and there will never be 
one like him again.”

Haskins, who was white, was an old-time coach who believed 
in hard work and was known for his gruff demeanor. That 
attitude was portrayed in the 2006 movie that chronicled 
Haskins’ improbable rise to national fame in the 1966 
championship game against an all-white, heavily favored 
Kentucky team coached by Adolph Rupp.

Don Haskins dies at age 78



The biggest story to emerge 
from the Republican Na-
tional Convention was the 
media’s effort to destroy 

Gov. Sarah Palin. Members of the 
Fourth Estate behaved more like a 
Democratic fifth col-
umn this week than 
they did like honest 
reporters. Palin’s 
stunningly effective 
speech Wednesday 
night showed they 
will not easily take 
her down — but their 
malicious attacks on 
Gov. Palin’s family 
prove that they will 
stop at nothing to 
achieve their aim. 
Since when is the pri-
vate life of a 17-year-old fair game 
in a political campaign? Apparently 
only when that 17-year-old’s mom is 
a Republican candidate. 

Make no mistake — the press 
outed Bristol Palin’s pregnancy. 
Reporters descended on Alaska fol-
lowing vile and false accusations on 
Internet blogs that Gov. Palin faked 
her own pregnancy and that her 
daughter was actually baby Trig’s 
mother. 

These lies weren’t only spread by 
left-wing fanatics but by journalists 
like Andrew Sullivan, whose blog 
appears on Atlantic.com, the online 
version of what was once one of the 
most respected magazines in the 
country. As the rumors got uglier, 
the McCain campaign decided they 
had no choice but to reveal to the 
world intimate details about Gov. 
Palin’s daughter. And the media 
stood by their decision to muckrake 
by arguing for the public’s right to 
know. 

If you don’t think this reflects 
media bias, contrast this insatiable 
prying into Bristol Palin’s life with 
the press’s lack of curiosity about 
the behavior of another 17-year-old 
— one whose story would seem to 

have more relevance to this year’s 
presidential election. 

In his memoir “Dreams from My 
Father,” Barack Obama describes 
his troubled teenaged years. “Pot 
had helped, and booze, maybe a 
little blow when you could afford 
it. Not smack though,” he recalls, 
though he admits he came close 
to trying heroin at the urging of a 
friend who shot up in front of him. 
He was deterred by the image “of 
an air bubble, shiny and round like 
a pearl, rolling quietly through 
my vein and stopping my heart,” 
he says. “Junkie. Pothead. That’s 
where I’d been headed: the final, fa-
tal role of the young would-be black 
man.” 

Obama’s drug use went on for at 
least a few years, though he is no-
ticeably vague in describing exactly 
when it began, how extensive it 
was, or when it ended. At least one 
of his friends was arrested for drug 
possession; another had a mental 
breakdown after one too many acid 
trips. But Obama has been reticent 
to reveal the extent of his illegal 
activities — and the media haven’t 
cared enough to pursue the ques-
tion. 

Past drug use by presidential can-
didates was considered a legitimate 
subject of inquiry for Bill Clinton 
(who, famously, “didn’t inhale”) 
and George W. Bush. News orga-
nizations devoted considerable 
investigative resources in 2000 to 
track down unsubstantiated ru-
mors about Bush’s alleged cocaine 
use — and printed the accusation, 
even when there was no credible 
evidence that it was true. Yet those 
same news organizations treat 
Obama’s admitted — and appar-
ently heavy — youthful drug use as 
if it were off-limits.

What a candidate did as a young 
man — even if it was illegal — 
should not necessarily disqualify 
him from becoming president. 
But shouldn’t we want to know a 

bit more than he’s volunteered to 
date before we make a final judg-
ment? Did Obama ever sell drugs 
to anyone? When was the last time 
he used cocaine? What other illegal 
drugs has he used? As an adult, has 
he been present when others were 
using illicit drugs? 

Why is it reporters who were will-
ing to pursue Bristol Palin, who 
isn’t on the ballot, somehow think 
it is unseemly to ask Sen. Obama 
tough questions about his drug use? 
Oh, that was a long time ago, they’ll 
argue. 

But a 1986 arrest for driving while 
impaired by Gov. Palin’s husband 
— not the candidate — is somehow 
worthy of extensive front-page cov-
erage? 

The double standard is shocking 
— but perhaps not to Sen. Obama. 
In his memoir, he gives the most 
telling explanation of how he has 
gotten away with avoiding discus-
sions of his drug use. It was the 
same technique he used on his 
mother when she confronted him 
in his senior year of high school: “I 
had given her a reassuring smile 
and patted her hand and told her 
not to worry, I wouldn’t do anything 
stupid. It was usually an effective 
tactic, another of those tricks I 
had learned: People were satis-
fied so long as you were courteous 
and smiled and made no sudden 
moves.”

With two months left to Election 
Day, it will be a test of the me-
dia’s integrity to see if they devote 
as much time delving into Sen. 
Obama’s drug use as they did into 
Bristol Palin’s sex life. 

Linda Chavez is the author of “An 
Unlikely Conservative: The Trans-
formation of an Ex-Liberal.” To find 
out more about Linda Chavez, visit 
the Creators Syndicate web page at 
www.creators.com.
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Obama hits the big 5-0
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It is a sad statement on the record of George 
W. Bush that both major political parties 
are hammering away at the need for fun-
damental change in our federal govern-

ment.
In accepting the GOP presidential nomination 

Thursday night, Sen. John McCain emphasized 
that theme again: “We need to change how gov-
ernment does almost everything.” He also said 
he wanted “to get this country moving again.”
At their national convention last week, the 

Democrats did their best to portray McCain as 
a Bush clone.
This week, however, Republicans emphasized 

the Arizona senator’s credentials as an inde-
pendent thinker who is sure to shake up the 
status quo in Washington.
That image was furthered by his selection of 

a woman for the national ticket, an unprec-
edented move for the GOP. Gov. Sarah Palin 
of Alaska was in turn introduced to the coun-
try as another maverick, someone who would 
stand up to special interests, stubborn federal 
bureaucrats and elected officials with misguid-
ed agendas.
McCain, whom this newspaper endorsed for 

the Republican nomination in 2000 and again 
this year, offers voters a great deal of experi-
ence and expertise.
And on Thursday night, he reminded the GOP 

convention and the country of his long record 
of fighting against business as usual in Wash-
ington. He reiterated his commitment to oppose 
pork-barrel spending, promising once again to 
not simply veto such spending, but to publicly 
embarrass the sponsors.
McCain lamented some of the party’s mis-

takes that had resulted in a loss of public trust. 
Rather than reforming government, he said, 
both Democrats and Republicans had made it 
bigger and less effective. It was not the sort of 
admission one usually hears at political con-
ventions.
McCain called for less partisan rancor in na-

tional politics, which would certainly be a wel-
come break from the past.
He also gave an emotional recounting of his 

experiences as a prisoner of war.
Palin’s acceptance speech Wednesday, de-

livered with poise and some clever jabs at the 
Democrats, marked a high point of the conven-
tion for many of the delegates in St. Paul. But 
she is a newcomer to the national scene who 
will need to persuade many voters that she is 
prepared to step into the presidency, if neces-
sary.
That could be a tough job, given her record 

in Alaska. It is not as fiscally conservative as 
she suggested this week, for example, and she 
currently faces an ethics inquiry. Some Re-
publicans this week seemed to think that sim-
ply whining about media coverage should get 
their ticket into the White House. As McCain 
and probably Palin know, however, it will take 
more than that.
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He hit it this week. The 
big 5-0. No, I’m not refer-
ring to the age — an age 
that, whatever anyone 

says, is not the new 30. It’s still 50. 
It’s something no one I know looks 
forward to unless 
they are ill and afraid 
they won’t make it 
that far.

The big 5-0 in poli-
tics is different. Fifty-
percent means that 
you have, at least at 
that moment, in that 
snapshot, assuming 
the polls are accu-
rate, made the sale. 
It means that all you 
have to do is hang 
on to the people who are already 
with you, rather than persuade new 
ones, and you win.

Barack Obama hit the big 5-0 in 
two major polls this week. In both 
the Rasmussen Reports (Thurs-
day) and the Gallup daily track-
ing (Tuesday) polls, he made it to 
a majority. It doesn’t mean — to 
quote Peggy Noonan, who now says 
it wasn’t what she meant — “it’s 
over” for McCain. It doesn’t mean 
it’s time for the Obama gang to pick 
out their offices in the West Wing 
and start thinking drapes and de-
cor. But it’s still a major milestone.

Of course, the polls may be wrong. 
They might be overestimating the 
population of new voters and the 
number of African-Americans who 
will turn out. They might be under-
estimating the percentage of Ameri-
cans who will tell pollsters they are 
voting for Obama, what for them 
may be the politically correct an-
swer, but then vote McCain instead.

Even so, the chance that two polls 

two days apart are both wrong in 
the same way is at least slightly 
less than the chance that any single 
one is. And even if they’re off, they 
still depict an unmistakable trend. 
It’s a little like your old bathroom 
scale. It may be high or it may be 
low; the absolute number it regis-
ters may not be the same one you’d 
get in the doctor’s office. But if you 
climb on it every day religiously, or 
once a week at the same time and 
day, you’re going to know for darn 
certain in which direction you’re 
heading.

Obama is heading up. 
That Obama reached 50 percent is 

significant, but that he has reached 
it in the middle — or even at the 
end — of the Republican conven-
tion is even more significant. What 
it tells me is that this Republican 
convention is not working the way 
successful Republican conventions 
of the past have. It has not turned 
into a four-day prime-time negative 
ad against Obama. It has not been 
one speech after another making 
the case that McCain is qualified 
and Obama is not, that McCain can 
face up to Putin and Obama cannot, 
that Obama will raise your taxes 
and McCain will not — with the 
few Democrats who are scurrying 
around St. Paul or hanging out at 
satellite studios scrambling to re-
but the charges. 

Instead, it has been a four-day 
discussion of hurricanes: first, 
Hurricane Gustav, but more promi-
nently and more troublingly for Re-
publicans, a four-day discussion of 
the Palin storm. The question that 
has dominated every conversation 
is not whether Obama is qualified 
but whether Palin is, and what Mc-
Cain’s choice of her says about him. 

You can argue that the Republican 
base is energized, and maybe they 
are. You can argue that many in 
the media have been unfair to Pa-
lin, and surely they have been. But 
when you give the press four days 
to do the kind of digging and dish-
ing that they have had 19 months to 
do with Obama and 19 years to do 
with Clinton, and even more with 
both Biden and McCain, it’s bound 
to be messy. 

You can attack the media, as the 
McCain camp has begun to do, but 
that doesn’t mean they will back 
off. Far from it. When the media 
are attacked, they (to the extent 
there is a “they” anymore, as op-
posed to thousands of separate he’s 
and she’s) are more likely to come 
back shooting than to respond with 
apologies. 

And they aren’t on the ballot; Mc-
Cain and Palin are.

But whatever argument you make, 
the numbers are telling. In the last 
two days of nonstop Republican 
coverage, Obama has hit 50 percent 
for the first time. His support is 
going up while McCain’s is going 
down — during McCain’s own con-
vention. 

That is certainly not the script 
they had in mind when they an-
nounced the choice of Sarah Palin 
last week. They took charge of the 
conversation, all right, but it has 
not been the one they were hoping 
to have. 

To find out more about Susan 
Estrich and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate 
website at www.creators.com. 
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GOP sounds its 
own call for a 
break from the past



Each week, the Herald will 
recognize Crossroads athletes 
who posted outstanding perfor-
mances in their sport, ranging 
from swimming and tennis to 
football and volleyball. 

Ryan Tannehill
Former Big Spring Steer, current-
ly a receiver for Texas A&M

Tannehill continues to shine  
at wide receiver 
for the Aggies. 
He's led the 
team in receiv-
ing yards in 
both of A&M's 
games.

This week he 
caught three 
balls for 57 
yards in a 28-22 
win over New 
Mexico. He's 
tied for the team 
lead with eight receptions and 
leads the team with 116 yards.

Matt Ritchey
Big Spring junior quarterback

While Denison boasted its 
own dual-threat 

at quarterback, 
Ritchey proved 
to be just as pro-
lific in Big 
Spring's 44-37 
loss Friday.

Ritchey threw 
for 187 yards 
and ran for 143 
against the 
Yellow Jackets, 
scoring on runs 
of 51 and 5 

yards. He also intercepted a 
pass on defense.

Josh Paniagua
Coahoma junior quarterback

Paniagua completed 8-of-10 
passes in helping lead the 
Bulldogs to a 21-20 victory over 
Forsan in the Howard County 
Bowl Friday.

He threw for 159 yards and 
one touchdown, a 47-yard strike 
to Corey Roberts. 

Daniel Armendariz
Sands junior running back

Armendariz is generally 
praised for his defensive tal-
ents, but it was his offensive 
skills on display at Sands' 
Roundup victory over Wilson 
Friday.

He rumbled for 95 yards on 
seven carries, scoring two 
touchdowns in the first quarter 
in a game shortened due to the 
45-point mercy rule.

Jeremy Freitag
Forsan senior running back

Freitag probably had the most 
i m p r e s s i v e 
offensive per-
formance of 
the Howard 
County Bowl, 
rushing for 121 
yards  and a 
touchdown on 
21 carries.

He also had 
one reception 
for 15 yards, 
giving him 136 
total yards 
from scrimmage on 22 touches.

Macy Graves
Big Spring junior netter

Graves stood out in the Lady 
Steers' straight 
sets loss to 
Andrews Sat-
urday.

Graves led 
the Lady Steers 
with eight kills 
and four   
blocks. She has 
c o n s i s t e n t l y 
led the team in 
b l o c k s 
throughout the 

season.

HERALDBIG
SPRING

Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call Jonathan Hull at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. Email results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSports
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Herald
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Ritchey

Tannehill

Freitag

Graves

Herald Staff Report
Volleyball’s most fundamental skill is serving. 

Each point begins with a serve and the team with 
the most success behind the back line will win 
the set 90 percent of the time.

Serving haunted Big Spring’s Lady Steers 
Saturday in Andrews as they dropped both of 
their matches against Wink and Andrews.

Wink, ranked No. 5 in Class A, dominated the 
Lady Steers, 25-10, 25-15, 25-12, hitting aces past

See LADY STEERS, Page 6

HERALD photo/Tony Claxton

Big Spring's Halee Thomas digs a serve from Andrews in a volleyball duel match 
played in Andrews Friday. The Lady Steers dropped matches to No. 4 Wink and 
Andrews.

Serves haunt
Lady Steers
BSHS drops duel matches
to Wink, Andrews Saturday

AP photo/Tony Dejak

Dallas Cowboys running back Marion Barber (24) scores on a 1-yard touch-
down run in the second quarter of an NFL football game against the 
Cleveland Browns Sunday in Cleveland. Barber scored twice in the Cowboys' 
28-10 victory.

By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND — Terrell 
Owens dropped the ball 
near the goal line and one 
of the NFL’s top showmen 
began his first choreo-
graphed touchdown cele-
bration of the season.

He shook one leg, then 
the other as if he was an 
Olympic sprinter. Dallas’ 
star then pretended to get 
into the starting blocks to 
perhaps face Usain Bolt in 
the 100 meters.

On your mark, get set ... 
the Cowboys are off.

Given plenty of time to 
throw, Tony Romo passed 
for 320 yards and a 35-yard 
touchdown pass to Owens, 
and Marion Barber scored 
on a pair of 1-yard runs 
before leaving with bruised 

ribs as the Cowboys opened 
a season they expect to end 
with a Super Bowl title by 
overwhelming the out-of-
sync Cleveland Browns 
28-10 on Sunday.

Dallas dominated on the 
field and on the stat sheet 
with a performance one 
would might expect in late 
October or November, not 
on the first weekend in 
September, when teams 
are typically working out 
some of the summer’s 
kinks.

“It wasn’t easy. We did 
some things well,” Romo 
said. “We went out there 
and executed.”

Romo finished 24-of-32 
and again showed his 
toughness by shaking off 

See COWBOYS, Page 6

Super
opener
Cowboys start season
dogging Browns, 28-10

By HOWARD FENDRICH
AP Tennis Writer

NEW YORK — Serena 
Williams flung her racket 
straight up and jumped for joy, 
hopping and skipping and 
screaming and generally look-
ing like someone who had just 
won her first U.S. Open title or 
earned her debut at No. 1.

Nope.
It sure had been a while, 

though.
Displaying the talent and 

tenacity that allowed her to 
dominate tennis earlier in the 
decade, Williams outlasted 
Jelena Jankovic 6-4, 7-5 Sunday 
night in a thrill-a-minute 
match chock full of marvelous 
strokes and momentum swings 
to win her third U.S. Open 
championship and ninth Grand 
Slam title.

And there was this “added 
bonus,” as Williams termed it: 
She returns to the top of the 
rankings.

As the women met at the net 
when it ended, Williams felt 
compelled to say to Jankovic, 
“I’m sorry I got so excited.”

No apology necessary.
Four times a single point 

from heading to a third set, 
Williams was simply relent-
less. She took the final four 
games, and 13 of the last 19 
points.

“I felt I had her. I had her, 
because she was really tired at 
the end of the second set,” 
Jankovic said. “Who knows 
what would have happened if I 
had got into a third set? I prob-
ably would have had the upper 
hand. But who knows?”

Instead, Williams took the 
title without dropping a set. 
The closest she came to losing 
one? In the quarterfinals, when 
she beat older sister Venus in 
two tiebreakers.

On this night, Venus was in 
the guest box, cheering for Kid 
Sis.

It was his youngest daugh-
ter’s first triumph at Flushing 
Meadows since 2002, and it 
guaranteed that the American 
will lead the rankings Monday 
for the first time since a 57-week 
run ended in August 2003 — 
the longest gap between stints 
at No. 1 for a woman.

“I feel,” the 26-year-old 
Williams said, “like I have a 
new career.”

AP photo/Julie Jacobson

Serena Williams poses with her championship trophy after defeat-
ing Jelena Jankovic to win the women's finals championship match 
at the U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York, Sunday. Williams 
ascends to the top of the world rankings with the win.

Serena claims Open title,
ascends to world's No. 1



LADY STEERS
Continued from Page 5

Big Spring 24 times in the match.
“We gave them almost enough points to make up an 

entire set on aces,” noted Big Spring Head Coach 
Meghan Blake. “We only scored a total of 37 points in 
three sets and that’s because we were aced so much. We 
don’t get an opportunity to do something with the ball 
when we get aced. Having a team hit that many balls by 
us tells me we aren’t focusing. We weren’t ever able to 
get in our offense because we couldn’t get the ball up. 
Wink was definitely a good serving team. They focused 
on our players struggling to pass the ball. Not one per-
son on this team didn’t get aced, though.”

It was another straight sets loss to Andrews, however, 
the Lady Steers did put up a more competitive fight, fall-
ing 25-20, 25-18, 25-22.

Still, it was the service game doing the Lady Steers in. 
Instead, it was Big Spring having the inability to consis-
tently serve the ball in play that killed its hopes of win-
ning.

“We had 14 service errors in this game. That’s pretty 
much giving away half a set to Andrews,” Blake said. 
“We passed the ball well in this one. We played good 
defense. We can’t make a run though, because of our 
serving. We’d score a couple of points and put the ball in 
the net. It kept us out of control of the game. 

“Both teams we faced today were good, but beatable,” 
she continued. “Serving is basic, but it can make or 
break a team.”

Desiree Anderson led the team with 10 kills in the two 
games combined. Graves had nine kills and led with 
five blocks. Baylea Fox led with 15 digs and Cerbi 
Ritchey had 26 assists.

The two losses push Big Spring’s losing streak to 13 

games. The Lady Steers (4-20) get an opportunity to end 
that streak Tuesday when they visit Midland Christian 
at 6:15 p.m. Midland Christina already defeated the 
Lady Steers once this season in the Nita Vannoy 
Tournament in San Angelo, 25-14, 25-11.

“Midland Christian is very good. They have a girl 
with a heavy swing from the outside. Still, they’re beat-
able,” Blake said. “We’ve been having some great prac-
tices, but we’ve got to start carrying that over into 
matches. We have to decide what we want to do and then 
do it. If we do our job as a collective 10 players then we 
can be successful.”

Wink defeated
Big Spring

25-10, 25-15, 25-12
Kills – Halee Thomas 2, Desiree Anderson 2, Macy 

Graves 1, Halee Torres 1, Belle Feaster 1.
Assists – Cerbi Ritchey 7.
Digs – Baylea Fox 5, Sloan Davis 4, Mirella Torres 1, 

Andrea Claxton 1.
Aces – Claxton 4, Thomas 2, Ritchey 1, Valerie Ross 1.
Blocks – Graves 1, Claxton 1, Anderson 1, Ritchey 1.

Andrews defeated
Big Spring

25-20, 25-18, 25-22
Kills – Anderson 8, Graves 8, Thomas 2, Ritchey 1, 

Claxton 1.
Assists – Ritchey 19.
Digs – Fox 10, Ross 4, Ritchey 1, Davis 1.
Aces – Ross 2, Ritchey 2, Anderson 1.
Blocks – Graves 4, Anderson 1, Thomas .5, Ross .5.
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COWBOYS
Continued from Page 5

a hit by Browns linebacker 
Willie McGinest that opened a 
nasty gash on the chiseled chin 
of pop star Jessica Simpson’s 
favorite quarterback. Romo 
needed several stitches and 
Barber, too, got some extra post-
game medical attention.

X-rays on his ribs were nega-
tive and the Cowboys are hoping 
Barber, who ran for 80 yards on 
16 tries before getting hurt in 
the third quarter, will be able to 
play when Dallas hosts NFC East 
rival Philadelphia a week from 
Monday.

Coming off a 13-win season, 
which ended with a bitterly dis-
appointing playoff loss at home 
to the New York Giants, the 
Cowboys lived up to all their 
preseason hype with a solid per-
formance on both sides of the 
ball. Their offense racked up 
nearly 500 yards, controlled the 
clock and strung together four 
long touchdown drives.

The defense held one of the 
AFC’s most potent offenses to 
205 yards, and except for some 
silly penalties, the star-studded 
‘Boys, whose training camp was 
profiled on HBO’s “Hard 
Knocks,” had a knockout debut.

“We’re ready,” said Owens, 
who finished with five catches 
for 87 yards. “Training camp 
and all that stuff is over with. 
The season is here and this was 
a great start.”

Jason Witten added six catches 
for 96 yards, Patrick Crayton 
had six for 82 and the Cowboys 
moved the ball on Cleveland’s 
defense as if they were facing 
their scout team.

When they didn’t have the ball, 
the Browns missed tackles. 
When they had it, they dropped 
passes, looked confused and had 
technical difficulties.

Cleveland quarterback Derek 
Anderson, who finished 11-of-24 
for 114 yards, revealed that the 
headset in his helmet failed in 
the red zone — a problem that 
the team thought it had correct-
ed in exhibition play.

“The battery on the stupid 
headset went out and we had to 

call time,” Anderson said. “It 
happened two or three times in 
the red zone. You hate to waste a 
timeout on those things, but we 
had to do it.”

Cleveland’s only TD came on 
Anderson’s 2-yard pass to Kellen 
Winslow in the second quarter. 
Anderson never got into a 
rhythm with wide receiver 
Braylon Edwards, who had only 
two catches and dropped at least 
two, including one in the first 
quarter on what would have 
been a TD.

Edwards missed three exhibi-
tion games with a cut foot and 
said the time off hurt his tim-
ing.

“We weren’t ready,” he said. 
“We were not on the same page. 
I don’t think anyone was. We 
just didn’t play good football. It 
was everybody, D.A., myself. 
everybody.”

On top of a strong performance 
on both sides of the ball, the 
Cowboys also got their first look 
at Adam “Pacman” Jones, the 
cornerback/punt returner, who 
was recently reinstated after 
serving a 17-month suspension 
and played his first game since 
Dec. 31, 2006, for Tennessee.

Jones, who’s been arrested six 
times since joining the league, 
was called for interference in 
the end zone to set up Cleveland’s 
only TD and muffed a punt he 
recovered.

Afterward, Jones gushed about 
his new team.

“It’s going to be real hard to 
beat us. Period. Point blank. 
We’ve got a lot of talent,” he 
said. “This is the most talented 
team I’ve ever been on.”

Notes: Owens’ TD was his 
130th, tying him for second on 
the career list with Cris Carter. 
Jerry Rice had 197. ... Down by 
21 in the fourth, Browns coach 
Romeo Crennel elected to kick a 
34-yard field goal instead of 
going for it on 4th-and-3 at the 
17. Cleveland fans were not 
pleased. ... Browns WR Donte’ 
Stallworth sat out after appar-
ently injuring his groin in war-
mups. He had been bothered by 
a hamstring injury. ... Cavaliers 
superstar LeBron James, sport-
ing his trademark New York 
Yankees cap and wearing 
Cowboys colors, hung out on 

Dallas’ sideline before the game. 
He’s a longtime Cowboys fan.

Brady hurts knee
in Patriots’ win

Tom Brady limped off the field 
in pain, and the New England 
Patriots can only hope their 
Super Bowl hopes didn’t go with 
him.

The NFL’s reigning MVP left 
Sunday’s 17-10 victory over 
Kansas City midway through 
the first quarter with an injured 
left knee after being hit on a 
throw. There was no immediate 
word on the extent of Brady’s 
injury — “I am not sure what we 
are dealing with,” coach Bill 
Belichick said — or how long he 
would be out.

“It kind of looked bad,” wide 
receiver Randy Moss said.

Various reports Sunday night 
said Belichick told the players 
that the injury was serious. The 
Patriots were already looking 
for a possible replacement for 
Brady. A person familiar with 
the situation told The Associated 
Press that former Tampa Bay 
quarterback Chris Simms was 
coming in Monday for a physi-
cal.

Brady went to the locker room 
and wasn’t seen again as backup 
Matt Cassel led the Patriots to 
the victory. Cassel, who had 
thrown just 39 passes in his first 
three seasons, could see a lot 
more action if Brady is sidelined 
next week — or beyond.

“They’re looking at him, doing 
some tests on him, so I don’t 
have any information there,” 
Belichick said, cracking a smile 
as he added, “doubt anybody’s 
interested.”

The 31-year-old Brady, who 
last season led the Patriots to an 
undefeated regular season and 
their fourth Super Bowl in eight 
years, wasn’t available for com-
ment after the game.

“He’s the face of the New 
England Patriots, and Tom being 
who he is, it kind of hurts, to be 
honest with you,” said Moss, 
who caught a record 23 TD pass-
es from Brady last season.

In other games, it was 
Tennessee 17, Jacksonville 10; 
the New York Jets 20, Miami 14; 
Carolina 26, San Diego 24; 

Chicago 29, Indianapolis 13; 
Dallas 28, Cleveland 10; Arizona 
23, San Francisco 13; Pittsburgh 
38, Houston 17; Philadelphia 38, 
St. Louis 3; New Orleans 24, 
Tampa Bay 20; Atlanta 34, Detroit 
21; Buffalo 34, Seattle 10; and 
Baltimore 17, Cincinnati 10.

On Monday night, Minnesota 
is at Green Bay and Denver is at 
Oakland.

At Foxborough, Mass., Brady, 
who has started 128 consecutive 
games, went to the turf clutch-
ing his left knee midway through 
the first quarter. After being 
tended to on the field, he walked 
off, limping, between two train-
ers.

After missing the entire pre-
season with an unspecified foot 
injury, Brady was hit on the left 
leg by Chiefs safety Bernard 
Pollard.

“He was in a lot of pain,” 
Pollard said. “When you hear a 
scream, you know that.”

The Patriots plummeted from 
an exclamation point of an 
unbeaten 2007 regular season to 
a huge question mark to begin 
2008. They lost the Super Bowl to 
the New York Giants 17-14, then 
went 0-4 in the exhibition season 
while Brady had a right foot 
injury and missed all four 
games.

Cassel went 13-for-18 for 152 
yards and one touchdown.

“This is something I’ve been 
preparing for (for) a long time. 
It’s not something that we 
expected to come up on opening 
day,” Cassel said. “Since I’ve 
been here and been around Tom, 
he’s always popped back up.”

Titans 17, 
Jaguars 10

The Titans also aren’t sure if 
they’ll be without their quarter-
back for any time. Vince Young 
was on crutches at Nashville 
after spraining his left knee late 
in their win.

Tennessee coach Jeff Fisher 
said his quarterback will have 
tests to determine the severity of 
the injury, but added that 
Young’s knee appeared to ease 
up in the locker room.

“The biggest concern that I 
have right now, not knowing, I 
don’t think it is serious about 

Vince,” Fisher said. “We are 
going to do some studies, some 
tests on his knee.”

The Titans sacked David 
Garrard seven times and 
Cortland Finnegan intercepted 
him twice in the season opener 
between the AFC’s two wild 
cards in 2007.

Jacksonville came in without 
top backup Richard Collier on 
the offensive line after he was 
shot earlier this week. The 
Jaguars had three more linemen 
get hurt, and Maurice Williams 
and Vince Manuwai didn’t 
return. That helped Tennessee 
limit the Jaguars to 187 yards 
offense, just 33 yards rushing by 
what was the NFL’s second-best 
rushing team last season.

Jets 20,
Dolphins 14

At Miami, Brett Favre made a 
successful debut, throwing for 
two touchdowns six months 
after calling it a career in Green 
Bay before changing his mind.

Favre’s new start with the Jets 
had a happy ending thanks to 
two late stands by New York’s 
defense. Dwight Lowery batted 
away a fourth-down pass in the 
end zone with 9 minutes left, 
and Darrelle Revis intercepted 
Chad Pennington — again in the 
end zone — with 5 seconds left.

Favre finished 15-for-22 for 194 
yards and his 161st victory, 
extending his NFL record for 
starting quarterbacks.

Pennington, the man Favre 
replaced, was 26-for-43 for 251 
yards and two TDs for Miami.

Panthers 26, 
Chargers 24

Panthers quarterback Jake 
Delhomme threw a 14-yard 
touchdown pass to Dante Rosario 
as time expired in San Diego, 
capping a desperation drive for 
the win.

After Philip Rivers rallied San 
Diego with his third TD pass of 
the game, Delhomme moved the 
Panthers to the San Diego 14 
with 2 seconds left before calling 
his final timeout. Delhomme 
dropped back on fourth down 
and found Rosario in the back of 
the end zone.
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Announcements
CASSIE JOHNSON Please 
call Bill @432-230-0900.

SURPLUS/CONSIGNMENT 
SALE

Big Spring State Hospital 
Recycling center.

Silent Bidding.
Wednesday, Sept. 10th

12:00 pm till 3:00 pm
Vehicles, TVs, Furniture, com-
puters, fax machines, toys, fil-
ing cabinets and miscellane-
ous.

WE HAVE EXPANDED!!!
TLC Tot Stop Learning Center 
Our new address is:
2009 South Main Street
Big Spring, TX 79720
Hours: 7:00am-5:00pm, M-F
Curriculum offered
Phone: (432)517-4315
Rhonda Paredez, Director
Meals & Snacks Provided

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Garage Sales
18X21 FOOT Carports $795.00 
plus tax installed on your lot. 
Other sizes and colors avail-
able. Bargain Barn, 508 West 
3rd.

DAHMERS ANTIQUES
Going out of Business Sale!
Extended Until Sept. 10th.

204 Main
Everything must go- fixtures, 
shelving and merchansie.

Mon.-Sat. 10-5.
432-264-8048.

Everything 
65-70% Discount

Garage Sales
WAREHOUSE ESTATE SALE

50+ YEARS 
ACCUMULATION &

4-FAMILY GARAGE SALE
Saturday 8am-2pm 
Sunday 10am-2pm
Monday 10am-2pm

Antique sewing machines, or-
gan, clawfoot dining table, 
sofa, chairs, and miscellaneous 
furniture. 3 Dell computers/ 
printer. Collectibles, crafts, 
electronics, sewing material, 
file cabinet, office supplies, lin-
ens, home interior, exercise & 
garden equipment, Christmas 
decor, silk flowers, electronics, 
kitchenware, home decor, cos-
metics, jewelry, and lots of 
name brand clothing. 17” Cadil-
lac Escalade wheels & tires.
Location: From HWY 80, enter 
McMahon/Wrinkle Air Park, 1st 
stop sign turn left, at the end of 
chain link fence, turn left, then 
make immediate right to Bldg. 
10. Please enter East door of 
Warehouse. New items added 
daily. No Early Sales Please.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
AMERICAN TRUCK & Equip-
ment Painting is looking for 
Coaters & Painters. Airless ex-
perience preferred. Pay based 
on experience. 100% Employer 
paid Blue Cross & Blue Shield 
Insurance. Call (432)756-3388 
or apply in person at 3262 East 
I-20, Stanton, Tx.

BEST TRUCKING Pay in the 
Nation! No Downtime! Home 
weekly. Class A CDL truck-
driver with X endorsement 
needed to haul oilfield equip-
ment cross-country. Oversized 
experience necessary. Call 
T&T Transports, Colorado City. 
1-800-588-2669.

BIG SPRING oil company 
needs a experienced Driller 
and Rough Necks. Must be 
able  to pass drug test. Com-
petitive salary and limited 
benefits. Most work within 60 
miles of Big Spring and Sny-
der.  If interested please  call 
(432)816-9100, (432)267-6654.

BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA
taking applications for Sales 
Clerk all shifts. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Apply at 
4911 South Hwy 87. No Phone 
Calls.

Seeking Enthusiastic and Out-
going Caregivers/ CNA’s to as-
sist clients for our private duty 
division. Call 1-800-201-5904 
EOE.

TODDLER TEACHER 
1:30pm-5:30pm. Apply at Jack 
& Jill, 1708 Nolan.

COMMERICAL 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

is looking for a Mechanic/ 
Driver. Must have CDL and 
Tool. Starting pay is $15.00 per 
hour. Drug Test and Pre-Em-
ployment Physical is required. 
Send Resume to: 
General Superintendent, 
PO Box 6070, 
Midland, TX 79711
or call (432)638-2920 or 
(432)563-5393.

DAY’S INN needs Day and 
Evening Clerk. Apply at Front 
Office @ 2701 South Gregg 
Street.

DESERT TANKS LLC is look-
ing for intermediate and ad-
vance welders. Good Pay. 
Benefits: Health, Dental, Life & 
Disability Insurance, Vacation, 
Holiday Pay and 401K. Apply 
in person at 1305  East Airpark 
Drive, Big Spring. 
432-267-7141.

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY
Big Spring Area Routes

Midland Reporter-Telegram
The Midland 

Reporter-Telegram 
has delivery positions available 
in the Big Spring Area for both 

Home Delivery and Retail
Outlet distribution. Earn $1000 
per month. Good organization 

for customer tracking, a reliable 
vehicle and a dependable

commitment to early morning 
deliveries ranging from 

2:00am-6:00 am. 
If interested please call 

Rudy Bryant
432-967-4147

GARTMAN REFRIGERATION
need Certified HVAC and ex-
perienced plumber.   Apply in 
person,   3206 E. FM 700.

Help Wanted

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. $200.00 
Hiring Bonus after 60 days. 
Great starting wage- $7.00 an 
hour, plus delivery compensa-
tion, plus tips. We more than 
compensate for high gas 
prices. Got experience? Work 
for Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza

EVENING KITCHEN HELP 
Part-time. Must be Neat in Ap-
pearance. Honest & Depend-
able. No experience necessary 
will train. Inquire at Wagon 
Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. No 
phone call Please!

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring Sales 
and Loan Representatives 
Full-time & Part-time. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

Food Service - Great People - 
Real Opportunities

SUPERVISORS
3-Day Work Week with Full 
Time Pay in Big Spring, TX!

Compass Group, the world’s 
largest contract food service 
company, is now hiring several 
motivated individuals for our 
food service operation @ the 
Big Spring Correctional Com-
plex. Great career opportunity, 
wages for qualified food serv-
ice people start @ $14.50. 
Outstanding company. Paid 
benefits, paid training, supplied 
uniforms. Unlimited advance-
ment in a global company. 
Food service background not 
required.  Must   pass drug 
test, background check & have 
a clean or repairable credit re-
cord.

Opportunity is a call away!
432-263-2366 

EOE & AA Employer M/F/D/V

GENERAL MAINTENANCE.
Must have at least 1 year main-
tenance experience. Abilities to 
include: Painting experience 
with both brush and roller; gen-
eral plumbing, general sheet-
rock repair and texture. Must 
have own tools, ability to take 
after hour and weekend calls; 
valid TX drivers license and li-
ability insurance. Drug Free 
work place; health insurance 
and other benefits offered. 
Please come by Bent Tree 
Apartments, 1 Courtney Place 
to fill out an application.

Gill’s Fried Chicken has all 
positions available. Competi-
tive wages. Benefits package 
includes health, vision & den-
tal. Apply in person, 2100 S. 
Gregg. No phone calls.

GREAT PAY
& BENEFITS!

Hiring class CDL Drivers. 
Clean MVR. Also need Shop 
Mechanice. Call 432-756-2875 
or apply at Key Energy, West 
I-20 South Service Road, Stan-
ton, TX.

PORTER HENDERSON Imple-
ment Co. is looking for a full/ 
part time parts person.  Knowl-
edge of farming a Plus. Must 
have good driving record. 
Please come in and apply at 
3011 N. Hwy. 87.

Help Wanted
HEAVY EQUIPMENT Me-
chanic Needed. Experienced 
Painter needed for Trucks and 
Heavy Equipment. Salary 
DOE, Health Insurance, and 
401K Plan. Apply at Price Con-
struction, 2701 N. Hwy 350, 
Big Spring, TX 79720 or fax re-
sume to 432-267-1694. EOE.

INDEPENDENT TRUCKING
Company is seeking drivers in 
the Big Spring and Midland 
area. CDL required. Call 
432-517-0593, 432-213-3442.

INSURANCE SALES / Service 
Representative needed. Must 
be pleasant with a good work 
ethic. College help. Experience 
preferred, but will train the right 
individual. Send resume to 
P.O. Box 2947, Big Spring, TX. 
79721 or call 432-263-3756.

LICENSED HAIR Stylist 
needed at Uptown Salon. Full 
or Part time. Also need Li-
censed Massage Therapist. 
Established Business. Great 
Location. Call 432-816-9027.

LIGHT DELIVERY- Small Car 
or Motorcycle. Neat appear-
ance, Big Spring area. Call 
877-504-3544.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS Earn 
up to $150 per day. Under 
cover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments EXP. Not RE. CALL 
1-877-358-6220.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS Earn 
up to $150 per day. Under 
cover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments EXP. Not RE. 
CALL 1-877-358-6220.

NEED CDL Driver- Home 
Nightly, Local Run. Part-time or 
full-time. Call (432)267-4700 
for directions or come by 1700 
Rickabaugh. 

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING Bartenders and 
Cocktail waitresses.  Must be 
18.  Call the San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill at (432)267-1767 or 
213-0946.

NOW HIRING Mental Health 
Aide. 12am-8:00am shift. 
Come by 2607 Chanute and 
pick up application.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT 
LIVING is seeking a part time 
Resident Clerk. This position is 
shift work from 8:00am to 
4:30pm and 4:30pm to 
12:30am; week ends required. 
Duties include facilitating activi-
ties, light housekeeping, assist-
ing in during meal times, etc. 
Must be able to multitask and 
be active. Apply in person at 
501 W. 17th Street.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is now hiring Certified 
Nurse Assistants for all shifts.
If you are not certified but have 
a passion for the nursing field, 
we will send you to school!
Come by today or fill out an ap-
plication online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net
3200 Parkway, Big Spring, 
Texas.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

VAN DRIVER/Physical Ed
Teacher, Apply at Jack & Jill, 
1708 Nolan.

Help Wanted
PROPERTY MANAGER for 
new 112 units. Apartment com-
munity in Big Spring, Must 
have strong organizational and 
management skills with the 
ability to work independently. 
Experienced prefer, but not re-
quired. Hourly plus medical, 
401K, vacation. Please fax re-
sume to: (254)793-2775. visit 
our website.
www.wilhoitproperties.com 
EOC

RAINBOW CHRISTIAN Pre-
school needs full-time  Child 
Care Worker. Applicant should 
be older, mature individual with 
child care experience. Come 
by 409 Goliad to apply.

Seeking Enthusiastic and Out-
going Caregivers/ CNA’s to as-
sist clients in the home with 
personal care, meal prep. and 
light housekeeping. P/T EOE. 
Call: Jana Edwards @ 
1-800-458-3257.
VETERINARIAN TECH. Duties 
includes assisting doctor, tak-
ing care of animals, weekend 
hours. No experience needed. 
Full time position. Apply at 
Brock Veterinary in Lamesa. 
Call (806)872-3183.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are background 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
2 PIECE Pillow Top Queen 
Mattress Set. Brand new  with 
Mfg. warranty. $160. 
(432)664-8980.

3 PCS King Pillow  Top Mat-
tress Set, still in plastic with 
Factory Warranty. $245. 
(432)664-8980.

CHERRY SLEIGH bed solid 
wood, still in box with mattress 
set, both new, $395. 
432)664-8980.

FOR SALE, sofa and 3 LazBoy 
recliners. $250. for all. Call 
(432)267-2191.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Jet-
ski, with cover on trailer. Less 
than 40 hrs. $5,000.00. Call 
(432)268-3738, (432)263-2306.

FULL PILLOW Top Mattress 
set with frame. Only $175. 
(432)664-8980.

NEW TWIN Pillow top Mattress 
set. $115. has warranty. 
(432)664-8980.

PRESSURE RELIEVING, 
Tempur-pedic type Memory 
Foam Mattress set new in plas-
tic. $500.  (432)664-8980.

Lost and Found
DOG FOUND on Saturday, 
August 30 near Fina 7/11 sta-
tion on Birdwell & 700. Small 
black with white stripe on 
chest. Call Cathy, work# 
(432)264-2213 or cell# 
(512)585-9566.

LOST  RED Nose Pit Bull 
puppy, 4 months old w/blue 
collar. Last seen on Sunday, 
16th block of Settles. Call 
432-213-7731.

LOST IN Highland Area, Pap-
pion. White with blonde cape 
and spike collar. Reward 
$200.00, answers to Dajah, 
Call 432-268-3738, 263-2306.  

Miscellaneous
100% LEATHER 5pc Living 
room Set. Lifetime warranty. 
Never used, in Crates. Retail 
$2999. $650. 806-549-3110.....
$550 5pc Microfiber LR set. 
New in crates. Lifetime war-
ranty. 806-549-3110.

COUNTRY STYLE iron head-
board, footboard, rails. Boxed. 
$250. 806-549-3110.................
QUEEN ANNE, beautiful 
cherry dining table & cushioned 
chairs. Still boxed. $250. 
806-549-3110.

We're Growing! 

LVN
with homehealth experience
helpful but not needed to join 
our dynamic team of health-
care professionals. We are a 
locally owned company who
cares about our clients and our 
employees!

* Full Time
* Great Pay
* Vacation 

& Sick Time
   * PAID

Health Insurance
* 401K
* Great Work 

Environment
* Paid Mileage

Please come by
or mail resume to:

Attn: Maxine Roberts, RN

InHome Care, Inc.
1104 Scurry

Big Spring, Tx 
79720 12788

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT REPRESENTATIVE POSITION
The Big Spring Herald is seeking a business minded individual to manage accounts in 
our advertising department. We are looking for someone who is interested in unlimited 
earnings while working with local businesses.

If you enjoy working with the public, are a team player, organized, detailed, creative and 
interested in becoming a part of the community, we would like to talk to you about the 
opportunity to earn a comfortable living.

employer.

Apply at 710 Scurry, or send resume to:

Rick Nunez
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721

or fax:
(432) 264-7205

email to:
advertising@bigspringherald.com

29839

Discover Another
World, 
Read!

You never know
what you 

might find.
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES
Chico and Sons

Concrete
(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e :
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set: $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Johnson Air Conditioning, 
Heating & Sheet Metal

Duct Work

We Carry All Air 
Conditioning Parts, 

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

NAIL SALONPEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

CONCRETE

AC & HEATING

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses 
Commercial 
For rent/sale

Reduced
1003, 1011 E. 11th
11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence

Concrete work, carports, stucco work

Benny Marquez-

CONCRETE

(Next To Wal-Mart)

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Oilfield Service

L.C. Sandblasting Inc 
Oilfield Service
432-213-3399

Sandblasting Coating/Painting
Backhoe Tank Repair
Dirt Work Fiberglass Repair
Dump Truck Welding

Landon Wegner 12
52

7

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
LAWN SERVICE
* Weed Eating

* Edging * Mowing

CALL HENRY
(432) 268-3065

10
73

3

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33

8

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates
432-816-6282

Lawn Service

Top Notch
Lawn Service

12
51

8

HOME IMPROVEMENT

L & R 
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home 
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions, 

Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone, 
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets, 
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540
or E-mail us at

lrconstruction@suddenlink.net 10
83

1

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

WEBSITE

The
Big Spring 

Herald
CHECK OUT OUR

WEBSITE:

www.bigspringherald.com

WEBSITE

The
Big Spring 

Herald
CHECK OUT OUR

WEBSITE:

www.bigspringherald.com

ROOFING

Schaefer & Co.
Roofing & Remodeling

Composition, Metal, & Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES
Work Guaranteed

Call Larry
432-213-6509 13

27
2

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

REMODELING

12
63

8
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®

Miscellaneous
LARGE RECTANGLE oak pub 
table, leaf & 4 chairs, more 
chairs avail., retails $2900, Sell 
$595. 806-549-3110.................
BLACK CHERRY SLEIGH 
bedroom set, queen bed, 
dresser, mirror, nitestand, still 
boxed, $880. 806-549-3110.

SPECIAL PRICES  Today! 
7x16-1/2 Cargo (red), Used 
2006 Cargo 6x16-1/2. 600 Feet 
2-3/8 Oil Field Pipe. Call 
(432)213-0426 for prices or 
come by 1209 East 4th.

Mobile Homes
2003 MOBILE Suite by Dou-
bletree Model 36CK. Luxury 
Fifth wheel. Excellent condi-
tion.. $39,000. Spring Branch, 
TX. North of San Antonio. 
(361)562-9413 or 
(830)885-5215.

National Ads
"CAN YOU Dig It?" Heavy 
Equipment School. 3wk train-
ing program. Backhoes, Bull-
dozers, Trackhoes. Local job 
placement asst. Start digging 
dirt Now. 866-362-6497. 

$$CASH$$ IMMEDIATE Cash 
for Structured Settlements, An-
nuities, Lawsuits, & Cash 
Flows. J.G. Wentworth #1 
(866)494-3711.

2008 HONDA Civic. Take on a 
payment of $119; with $0 
down. Bad credit is OK. toll 
free 1-888-472-7811 or visit 
www.CarZoomLeads.com for 
details. dlr. 

ADOPT A HOMELESS PET!
25% of shelter pets are pure-
bred -see thousands of 
adoptable puppies, kittens and 
more at Petfinder.com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING ñ 
Train for high paying Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid 
if qualified - Job placement as-
sistance. CALL Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance (888) 
349-5387.

ATTEND COLLEGE 100% 
ONLINE - Military Tuition As-
sistance - *Medical, *Business, 
*Paralegal, *Computers, 
*Criminal Justice. Job place-
ment assistance. Computer 
available. Call 800-509-5085 
www.CenturaOnline.com

BLOWN HEAD GASKET? 
State of the art 2-part carbon 
metallic chemical process. Re-
pair yourself. 100% guaran-
teed. 1-866-780-9041; 
www.RXHP.com 

BODYGUARDS-COUNTER-
ASSAULT TEAMS!
Needed/USA & OVERSEAS 
$119-$220K year. Bodyguards 
$250-$750/day; 18 older 
615-885-8960 ext.600; 
www.International
Executives.NET 

COMPLETE T-SHIRT PRINT 
SHOP! $1195.00+shipping 
Silkscreen equipment, sup-
plies+training video. Free Bro-
chure. Video & Manual only 
$19.95. 
www.homecashbusiness.com 
1-800-311-8962. 

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS! 
Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $48 per 
hour / No Experience Full 
Benefits / Paid Training 
1-866-409-2663 ext. 22 Closed 
Sundays.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get 
paid to shop! Retail/Dining es-
tablishments need undercover 
clients to judge quality/cus-
tomer service. Earn up to $150 
a day. Call 1-877-306-3966. 

NEED A career???? Become a 
Nationally Certified Heating/AC 
Tech. 3.5wk Nationally Accred-
ited program. Get 
EPA/OSHA/NCCER Certified. 
Local Job Placement. Financ-
ing Available 1-877-994-9904.

NO RENT!!! Low $ Down 
Homes! Govít & Bank Repos! 
Call Now! 1-800-824-5883.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Avg. Pay $20/hr, $57K/yr in-
cluding Federal Benefits, OT. 
Placed by adSource, not affili-
ated w/ USPS who hires.   
1-866-795-4058.

SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET .69 p/m 
Ladies Free!! 
1-800-201-TALK 

TRUCK DRIVERS
Wanted-Best Pay and Home 
Time! Apply Online Today over 
750 Companies! One Applica-
tion, Hundreds of Offers! 
http://hammerlanejobs.com

On the Farm
SHOW PIGS for Sale. Good 
Genetics. Call 432-638-1738.

On the Farm
NEW

MAHINDRA
TRACTORS

6011 E. Hwy. 80
Midland, TX 

(Take exit 144 off I-20, 
located on N. Service Rd. 

of Bus. 20.)
Full service dealership
Hours 8am-6pm M-F

8am-noon Sat.
CULTIVATE YOUR DREAMS

0% interest up to 60 Months on 
selected models. Mahindra 
Tractors have better traction, 
stability and control. Mahindra 
will push more, pull more and 
lift more. 
www.beenetractors.com

Pets
AKC REGISTERED Pomera-
nian, black male. 7 Weeks old. 
Has first shots. $300. 
(432)756-2288, Cell 
(432)664-3266, (432)664-6269

GREAT FARM/RANCH DOGS
to give away (Life Long Owner 
Recently Deceased).
Dottie- Dalmation mix, 

7 years old
Boozie- Heeler mix, 

12 years old
For more information, please 
call mobile # (214)957-9511 or 
(432)263-0240.

Real Estate for Rent
$350/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 
x F086.

4 ROOM apartment and or of-
fice. Furnished. Nice! Washer 
& dryer. 307 Union St., Bill 
Chrane, (432)213-0426.

408 WEST 10th, Very Nice 
Small 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
CH/A.  $650.00 month, 
$500.00 deposit. Call 
432-263-1792.

4119 MUIR. Ready Sept. 15th. 
Remodeled 3/2/2, New CH/A. 
$800. Month, $500 deposit. 
One Year Lease, $25.00 appli-
cation fee. NO PETS.  Call 
432-935-6620 after 2:00pm.

FOR LEASE, 1 bedroom town-
house, recently updated with 
new carpet, paint, etc. Clean, 
safe, convenient location. $500 
per month, $250. deposit. 1405 
Lancaster. (432)272-0048.

LEASE/ PURCHASE Owner 
Finance. Fixer Upper in Colo-
rado City. 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. 
$475. Month. Call 
907-240-8382.

LEASE: BUILDING Downtown, 
2500 sq. ft. Nice store front. 
Some display fixtures. Call 
(4322)935-0028.

NEWLY REMODELED 3/2/1. 
Appliances, washer, dryer, 
CH/A. Morrison Street. $575 
Month, $300 deposit. One Year 
Lease. Call 432-816-9848.

RV SPACES, 3 miles outside 
city. $410.00 month. Includes- 
Electric, water, sewer and gar-
bage. Covered vehicle space 
available- extra charge. Call 
254-643-1145.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 & 2 Bedrooms

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale
412 South 2nd St. (Coahoma 
ISD). 3/2. NEW- carpet, double 
windows, lights, water heater, 
dishwasher, stove, CH/A and 
roof. Completely Remodeled. 
$58,000.00 OBO. Call 
(432)394-4552.
510 NW 7th St. 79720. I-20 US 
Rt. 87. $17,999. $1,000. down 
payment. $185. monthly. No 
credit check or closing cost. 
Call today! 713-231-1173.

701 HIGHLAND Drive. Home 
is move-in ready. Newly re-
modeled interior. Roof, A/C & 
water heater replaced in the 
last year. Asking $185,000. 
Call for Appt. 432-816-3958 or 
816-1237.

********************************
NEW LISTING
1709 SETTLES

Remodeled Three  bedroom, 
two bath, garage. New carpet, 
tile, built in appliances. Call 
(325)207-3434 or 
(432)209-7285.
********************************
BY OWNER 3 Bdrm, 3 bath, 
2600sq. ft. 3202 Greenbrier 
Ave. in College Park Estates. 
$152,000. Call 432-263-7168. 
See listing 
www.owners.com/DAJ2456

Real Estate for Sale
A REAL PROFIT MAKER

FULL SERVICE 
BRUSHLESS CAR WASH

PLUS 5 SELF-SERVE 
WASH BAYS 

4 VAC STATIONS
PLUS 8 DETAIL STALLS

2 Self-service Shampoo Ma-
chines and Vending Machines. 
Self Service Air.
Located on Full City Block 
220'x240’ Paved. 

Details and Price
Doctors orders. Must Retire

See Me Today!!
Bill Chrane 

432-213-0426
Big Spring, Texas

COAHOMA ISD. 4-Bdrm, 
3-bath, (3800sq. ft.), 4 car ga-
rage, shops. 3 plus acres, 
w/rental property with potential 
to make $40,000.00 per year. 
Call 254-643-1145.

EDGEMERE RD. One of a kind 
spacious home with a great 
floor plan & great location! Fea-
tures 4 bedroom, 2-1/2 bath, 2 
living areas, 2 dining areas, 3 
car garage. Call to See! Janet 
@ Home Realtors, 
(432)267-4147 or 
(432)213-5454.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm. Only 
$20,800!  Must see! For listings 
800-544-6258 ext. F906.

HORSEMAN’S DREAM,
Priced to Sell- CISD 3/2, Open 
concept with office. Barn, 
Shop, Arena on 18 acres. Ex-
cellent Fences, Quiet Area. 
432-816-9441, 394-4183.

OWNER FINANCED 
HOUSES. Easy Terms. Low 
Down Payment. Bad Credit 
OK. Call Lana at TruStar Re-
alty (432)264-8166.

PRICED REDUCE $5000. On 
this 3 bdrm, 2 bath Highland 
South Home. Many updates 
have been done including lots 
of ceramic tile, appliances, and 
energy efficient windows. Call 
Linda Leonard 432-263-7500 
or Home Realtors 263-1284.

OWNER FINANCED- 3241 
Drexel 3/2, fireplace, garage, 
$99,500.00. 10% Down. 
$865.00 Monthly. Call 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
2007 33 ft. 5th Wheel Luxury 
Prowler Regal, 2 slide outs, 
Only used 5 times. Paid 
$52,600. will sell for $43,000. 
negotiable. Call (432)264-5037 
(wk), (432)213-5038 (wk), or 
home (432)264-6257 for ap-
pointment.

2007 SUBURBAN 2 wheel 
drive, 1/2 Ton, LS, 22,000 
miles, Ext.-Sport Red Metallic, 
Int-Ebony/Light Cashmere 
$23,500. Call 432-517-0383.

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Mercury joins Mars in

smart Libra, provoking
the question:
Is it better to
be right or
fair? Then
J u p i t e r
m e e t s
Saturn, stim-
u l a t i n g
resolve to
work with
what we
h a v e
already, in
new and
improved ways. Finally,
Pluto moves forward
from retrograde in opti-
mistic Sagittarius.
Eliminate negativity at
its source -- with your
thinking.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). People want to inter-
act with you and will
extend fantastic invita-
tions -- especially the one
from a Libra. Say yes and
you'll be escorted where
the conversation is spark-
ing and the food is
mighty good, too. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Even when the actual
events of the day are
nothing new, your
thoughts are different.
Your mind is making
mischief. You're seeing a
fun and dramatic aspect
of this totally normal day.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You see someone you
didn't think of as your
competition pulling off
amazing feats. This is
motivating to you. You
see how you are capable
of doing so much more
than you thought you
could do. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You could use a

friend, but not just any
friend. You have a specif-
ic need for a supportive
person to fill. Maybe it's
baby-sitting, carpooling
or an educated listening
ear. Tonight you'll attract
the right one.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Sometimes you strength-
en a relationship by get-
ting along. Other times,
like now, you strengthen
a relationship by working
on the areas in which
you're not getting along.
Look at what's bugging
you. Solutions are imma-
nent. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You won't be sure
what to make of your
work and social scene.
Strange people will act
normal, and normal peo-
ple will act strange. What
it all boils down to is that
everyone is weird in
some unique way.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
The reason you some-
times decide not to take
the lead is that you don't
need the extra pressure of
people following you and
asking you what to do
next. That's OK. It's
enough to lead yourself
right now. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). You're seeing how
you can gain leverage in
a situation and it won't be
difficult for you. All you
have to do is be produc-
tive and do fine work.
Your value goes up and so
does your level of power. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). You're in a
hurry to meet a goal in
your desired timeframe.
Whatever process you
can speed up, you're on it.
Try not to be too extreme

though, or you're liable to
make costly mistakes. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You're more
impressionable than you
usually would be. The
opinions, whims and
intentions of others can
distract you, and to some
degree it's creative for
you to veer off track. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). A work project
may careen dangerously
off its path. There is
something creative to be
gained from the diver-
sion. Still, it behooves
you to gain control and
steer things back on pur-
pose. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You have an inner
sensor that tells you
where the fun will be, but
you don't always follow it.
You're due for some
laughs, so go ahead.
Tonight, people are kind
to you for no good reason. 

A S T R O L O G I C A L
QUESTIONS: "I recently
met a man who was born
eight hours before me.
His birthday is 7/28/71,
born at 6 p.m. in
California, and I was
born on 7/29/71 at 2 a.m.
in California. For some
reason it was love at first
sight for me, but I have
read that we may not be
very compatible, that we
may actually be looking
at our flaws and imper-
fections through each
other. Can you tell me
what you think about this
match?"

When looking in the
mirror at a reflection that
looks a lot like you, it's
true you may see the
good, the bad and the
ugly in yourself. But don't

forget the good. Your spit-
ting image shares the
same wonderful qualities
in you. The source of
your worry is clear
enough: Both of your
Mercury(s) are in Virgo,
squared by Saturn. You're
flaw-finders by nature, so
you see the negative easi-
ly. It's a part of your
makeup. If you haven't
already, you'll soon recog-
nize this in him, too. By
seeing your perceived
imperfections, through
the eyes of love, you'll
become more generous
and forgiving toward you
both.

CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Hugh Grant pos-
sesses a well-rehearsed,
yet laidback charm.
Among peers and direc-
tors, he's notorious for
being meticulous and
thorough with his charac-
ter research -- only to
turn around and produce
a persona more sponta-
neous in nature than
studied! This is owed to
Virgo's earthy but inher-
ently adaptable nature.
Combining steadfastness
and flexibility, Hugh's a
mercurial method man. 

Holiday Mathis is the
author of "Rock Your
Stars." If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on
"Write the Author" on the
Holiday Mathis page, or
you may send her a post-
card in the mail. To find
out more about Holiday
Mathis and read her past
columns, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

Dear Annie: My hus-
band and I recently had
our first child. We take
turns taking care of the
baby so we can each get
some rest. 

When "Jimmy" was 3
weeks old, he had colic
and cried nonstop for sev-
eral days. My husband got
mad, said he couldn't deal
with this and threw the
baby on the bed. When
Jimmy was 4 months old,
he caught a cold and cried
day and night for a week.
I caught my husband hit-
ting and yelling at him. 

I told my husband if he
hits or throws Jimmy
again, I will take our son
and leave. Is this a nor-
mal reaction to the stress
of an infant, or is it the
beginning of child abuse?
I am exhausted, too, but I
never feel angry with
Jimmy the way my hus-
band does. Am I overre-
acting? -- Worried New
Mom

Dear Worried:
Overreacting? You're not
reacting enough. Hitting
and throwing an infant is
child abuse. Period. Your
husband may be unpre-
pared for the responsibili-
ties of fatherhood, and
yes, it can be stressful to
be sleep-deprived while
caring for a crying infant,
but that doesn't justify his
behavior. Please don't
wait until it happens
again. The next time
could be fatal, and you'll
never forgive yourself for
not taking action sooner.
Call the National
Domestic Violence

Hotline (ndvh.org) at 1-
800-799-SAFE (1-800-799-
7233) and get some assis-
tance. Do it now.

Dear Annie: My 21-year-
old niece has been dealing
with a drinking problem
since high school. I also
have a drinking problem
that only my husband and
kids know about. My hus-
band, who was having a
serious talk with my
niece, decided it was in
her best interest to tell
her about my problem. 

I am very private and
want no one to know
about my drinking
because of the stigma
attached. I don't want my
parents or siblings to
have to worry about me
or look at me differently. I
am doing quite well keep-
ing this under control. 

I can't be certain my
niece will blab this infor-
mation to everyone, but
somehow, I think she will
eventually. Do you think
my husband had good rea-
son to tell her? I don't see
how it would help, and it
sure made me angry.
Shouldn't such personal
information come directly
from me? -- Upset Wife 

Dear Upset: Your hus-
band should have asked
you first if it was OK to
give your niece this infor-
mation, but you can't put
the cat back in the bag. It
is very possible that
learning her aunt has a
similar problem was com-
forting to your niece and
will inspire her to work
harder to control her
drinking. In fact, the two
of you may share a genet-
ic predisposition to alco-

holism. We think having
this information will do
more good than harm,
and we hope you will for-
give your husband so you
can be a source of encour-
agement to your niece.

Dear Annie: I read the
responses to "Tired of
Paying." I'm 60, male and
recently widowed. If one
extends an invitation for
a meal or any other activ-
ity, that person assumes
the obligation for any
expense. 

Thirty-five years ago, I
did some part-time model-
ing and worked with
some gorgeous ladies. I
wouldn't have expected
them to reach for a check
in a restaurant, even
though they were paid
about 10 times what I was. 

Imagine inviting friends
over for dinner and at the
end of the evening pre-
senting them with a bill
for "their share" of the fes-
tivities. Has civility
become extinct? Or have
I? -- T.K. in Ojai, Calif.

Dear T.K.: We've heard
of people who, in fact, do
present their "guests" with
a bill at the end of an
evening. It's outrageously
ill-mannered. The person
who extends the invita-
tion is still responsible for
paying unless other
arrangements are agreed
upon in advance.
However, if someone can-
not afford to treat every
time, he or she should
select something less
expensive, which is why
we recommended meeting
for a cup of coffee and
other readers suggested a
walk in the park. 

Annie's Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please e-mail your
questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie's Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL
60611. To find out more
about Annie's Mailbox,
and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.
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This Date 
In History

Today is Monday, Sept. 8, the 
252nd day of 2008. There are 114 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Sept. 8, 1900, Galveston, 

Texas, was struck by a hurricane 
that killed an estimated 8,000 peo-
ple.

On this date:
In 1565, a Spanish expedition 

established the first permanent 
European settlement in North 
America at present-day St. 
Augustine, Fla.

In 1664, the Dutch surrendered 
New Amsterdam to the British, 
who renamed it New York.

In 1930, the comic strip 
“Blondie,” created by Chic Young, 
was first published.

In 1934, 134 people lost their 
lives in a fire aboard the liner 
Morro Castle off the New Jersey 
coast.

In 1941, the 900-day Siege of 
Leningrad by German forces 
began during World War II.

In 1951, a peace treaty with 
Japan was signed by 49 nations in 
San Francisco.

In 1974, President Ford granted 
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an unconditional pardon to former 
President Nixon.

In 1975, Boston’s public schools 
began court-ordered citywide bus-
ing to achieve racial desegregation 
amid scattered incidents of vio-
lence.

In 1988, two nuclear-missile 
rocket motors were destroyed at an 
army ammunition plant in 
Karnack, Texas; they were the first 
U.S. weapons to be eliminated 
under an arms reduction treaty 
with the Soviet Union.

In 1994, a USAir Boeing 737 
crashed into a ravine as it was 
approaching Pittsburgh 
International Airport, killing all 
132 people on board.

One year ago: Sheriff’s deputies 
in Logan County, W. Va., rescued 
Megan Williams, a 20-year-old 
black woman, from a house in Big 
Creek, where she’d endured what 
authorities described as days of 
torture. (Six whites later pleaded 
guilty to various charges; a sev-
enth is awaiting trial.) Top-ranked 
Justine Henin overwhelmed 
Svetlana Kuznetsova 6-1, 6-3 to win 
her second U.S. Open women’s 
title and seventh Grand Slam 
championship.

Today’s Birthdays: Comedian 
Sid Caesar is 86. Ventriloquist 
Willie Tyler is 68. Actor Alan 
Feinstein is 67. Pop singer Sal 

Valentino (The Beau Brummels) is 
66. Author Ann Beattie is 61. Cajun 
singer Zachary Richard is 58. 
Musician Will Lee (“Late Show 
with David Letterman”) is 56. 
Actress Heather Thomas is 51. 
Singer Aimee Mann is 48. Pop 
musician David Steele (Fine Young 
Cannibals) is 48. Actor Thomas 
Kretschmann is 46. Alternative 
country singer Neko Case is 38. TV 
personality Brooke Burke is 37. 
Actor Martin Freeman is 37. Actor 
Henry Thomas is 37. Actor David 
Arquette is 37. Rock musician 
Richard Hughes (Keane) is 33. 
Actor Larenz Tate is 33. Actor 
Nathan Corddry is 31. Rhythm-
and-blues singer Pink is 29. Actor 
Jonathan Taylor Thomas is 27.

Thought for Today: “That pesti-
lent cosmetic, rhetoric.” — T.H. 
Huxley, English biologist and 
author (1825-1895).
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