
Herald
50 CENTS DAILY/$1.25 SUNDAYCOPYRIGHT 2008Volume 103, Number 229

Bi
g 

Sp
ri

ng

Monday

To reach us:
Please call 263-7331. Office hours are 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
If you miss your paper, please call (432) 
263-7335 before 7 p.m. weekdays and 
noon Sunday.

Classified

Comics

Obituaries

Opinion

Sports

8-9

10

2

4

6-7

Find us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

Index

2301 ALABAMA

$79,000
2509 FISHER 

$95,000
704 HILLSIDE

$124,900

89
47

Kelly Myrick
432-466-1178
Donna Love
432-935-3870 

Leslie Stevens
432-213-0909

Kris Honeycutt
432-935-9740

408 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-714-4886

Kim Pollard / Broker
432-213-2842

JUST LISTED

August 25, 2008

The Decorator’s Center
Laminate Flooring (In Stock)

As Low As $1.39 sq. ft.

410 E. FM 700                              432-267-8310

12
90

8

3
2
9
4
2

Slaton Insurance
Agency

267-2398

Vicki Slaton

205 W. 15th

Call For A Quote
Today!

The Law Offices Of

R. Shane Seaton, PLLC
Personal Injury and Vehicle Accidents,
Divorce, Custody And Child Support

Criminal Defense, DWI And Traffic Tickets

1301 S. Gregg St.• (432) 264-1800

8
1

1
7

Men at work

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Workers install 3/4-inch water lines on the 1500 block of Scurry Street Friday 
afternoon. The project, which will replace existing steel pipes and Scurry and 
Main streets with corrosion-resistant polyethylene lines, is expected to take 
several weeks, officials said.

Council
to mull
budget

Shooting
leaves
2 injured
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

A shooting Saturday 
night sent a pair of Big 
Spring brothers to the 
emergency room, as police 
officials investigate the 
conflict that led up to the 
attack.

Noe Sanchez, 18, and 
Orlando Sanchez, 24, 
were hospitalized after 
officers were called to the 
1400 block of Virginia at 
approximately 8:38 p.m., 
according to officials with 
the Big Spring police 
Department.

“Patrol was dispatched to 
the 1400 block of Virginia 
in reference to a shooting,” 
said Sgt. Tony Everett, 
public information officer 
with the BSPD. “On arrival 
officers found two subjects 
had been wounded by 
gunfire and the suspects 
had fled the scene.

“At this point in the 
investigation it appears 
the shooting was the 
result of an ongoing feud 
between two individuals 
and does not appear to be 
gang related.”

Everett confirmed the 
victims are brothers, both 
suffering single gunshot 
wounds to the leg.

See SHOOTING, page 3A

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

It’s budget time, as the 
Big Spring City Council 
is expected to consider 
first reading of its 2008-
2009 budget and hold a 
public hearing on the 
matter Tuesday evening, 
spurring it closer to 
completing its fiscal plan 
for the coming year.

Lucky for city tax 
payers, the budget is 
based on a tax rate slightly 
lower than estimates 
developed in July.

Peggy Walker, director 
of finance for the city of 
Big Spring, said certified 
values returned by the 
Howard County Appraisal 
District totaled $524 
million, a jump from the 
estimated value of $515 
million the city based its 
proposed budget on.

“We’ve completed our 
evaluation of the tax 
rate,” Walker told the 
council. “The values have 

gone up considerably 
over the prior year, 
and additionally over 
what we included in our 
budget estimates. We 
had originally based the 
budget on an estimate 
of $515 million and the 
taxable values were 
certified at slightly over 
$524 million.

“What we’re suggesting 
to the council is we adopt 
a rate that is slightly 
below (last year’s rate 
of $1.0227). It would be 
$1.0132 per $100 valuation, 
which is a decrease in 
the tax rate of almost one 
penny.”

Walker said the savings 
over last year’s tax rate 
will be less than $10 
for the majority of city 
taxpayers.

“The average 
residential home is 
valued at slightly more 
than $40,000,” said 
Walker. “That would

See COUNCIL, page 3A

'Close Encounters' screening Friday at state park
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Area residents who catch a glimpse of 
UFOs or aliens at the Big Spring State 
Park Friday won’t have to question their 
sanity, as the Big Spring Film Society 
gets ready to present a massive outdoor 
showing of an Oscar winning 1977 movie 
about little green men.

And while it’s not hard to figure 
just which movie the local society 
will be showing in hi-definition on a 
16-foot inflatable screen, the group’s 
spokesperson is mum on the matter.

“It’s really kind of funny. We’re allowed 
to promote the screening, even put 
the name of the film we’re showing on 
our Web site, but we’re not allowed to 
directly publicize it in the media,” said 
Brandon Johnson, society leader and 
spokesman. “So, while I can’t necessarily 
tell you what the film will be here, in this 
interview, I can tell you to visit our Web 
site the information is there.”

True to his word, Johnson’s Web site — 
www.neoarchaicrevue.com — reveals the 
screening will be of Steven Spielberg’s 
classic “Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind,” which took home the Oscar for 

Best Film in 1977.
According to Johnson, the screening 

of the film — which is rated PG — is the 
perfect chance for area families to spend 
some time together and not only enjoy 
a great movie, but also the beautiful 
landscape of the park.

“The film’s rated-PG, but it’s something 
the entire family can enjoy,” said 
Johnson. “They can bring their lawn 
chairs and coolers full of lemonade — 
there’s no alcoholic beverages allowed in 
the park — and kick back and enjoy the

See CLOSE, page 3A

Obama camp downplays Clinton backers at convention
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press Writer

DENVER — Barack Obama’s 
campaign dismissed concerns 
about the impact of die-hard sup-
porters of Hillary Rodham 
Clinton on the choreographed 
show of unity Democrats were 
opening Monday at their nomi-
nating convention.

Opening night at the Pepsi 
Center, the main venue for the 
four-day Democratic National 
Convention, aimed to tell the 
Illinois senator’s personal story 
to the millions of voters nation-
wide who will begin tuning in to 

the presidential campaign. 
Obama’s wife, Michelle, was the 
evening’s keynote speaker.

An emotional highlight was 
expected to come with a video 
tribute to Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy. The liberal stalwart 
was diagnosed in May with a 
malignant brain tumor and has 
had surgery and a six-week 
course of chemotherapy and 
radiation.

Behind the scenes, however, 
polls showing significant Clinton 
support still being denied to 
Obama and pro-Clinton demon-
strations at offsite venues were 
creating a different kind of 

anticipation. Clinton has backed 
Obama and was scheduled to 
speak Tuesday night.

“There are a lot of delegates 
here who had passionate choices 
in an extended primary season,” 
Obama spokesman Robert Gibbs 
told “Today” on NBC. “We feel 
confident that if we can demon-
strate a record of change, a 
record of vision ... a team of 
Barack Obama and Joe Biden 
can convince Democrats, 
Republicans and independents 
to support a ticket of change in 
November.”

Republican candidate John 
McCain tried to widen any 

schism remaining between pri-
mary-season rivals with a TV ad 
featuring a Clinton supporter 
who now backs McCain over 
Obama.

“She had the experience and 
judgment to be president,” says 
Debra Bartoshevich, identified 
by the McCain campaign as a 
former Clinton delegate. Of 
McCain, she says: “I respect his 
maverick and independent 
streak, and now he’s the one 
with the experience and judg-
ment. A lot of Democrats will 
vote McCain. It’s OK, really!”

Most Democratic delegates 
were putting the rough-and-tum-

ble primary contest behind them 
and focusing on electing the first 
black presidential nominee of a 
major political party. The night 
was turned over to Michelle 
Obama, the candidate’s wife of 
nearly 16 years, to allow the 
potential first lady a prime-time 
speech meant to serve a dual 
purpose: humanize Obama and 
show up her own critics before 
her largest audience yet.

“Our stories are the quintes-
sential American stories,” 
Michelle Obama said in an inter-
view CNN aired Monday. “I am

See OBAMA, page 3A
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Carolyn Owens
Carolyn Sue Owens was born March 

25, 1943 in Big Spring to Lester and 
Hattie Owens of Vincent. She died 
Saturday, Aug. 23, 2008, at her residence 
in Big Spring. 

She resided in Vincent with her par-
ents and brother, Kenneth until 
December 1948, when the family moved 
to the Fairview Community north of 
Big Spring.

She attended school at Knott 
Elementary and Junior High and com-

pleted high school at Sands CISD in 1961, a member of 
the second graduating class at Sands. She had many 
friends in school who were always very dear to her.

Two months after graduating, she went to work for 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. in Big Spring, trans-
ferring to Midland in 1978. She retired, with many won-
derful friends and memories, in 1992 after 31 years of 
services.

Carolyn was a member of the Birdwell Lane Church of 
Christ.

She loved traveling with her cousin, Nancy Graves, 
who always had her laughing.

She is survived by her brother, Kenneth Pruitt of Big 
Spring; nephews, Wayne Pruitt and family of Big Lake, 
and Lester Pruitt and family of Odom; a niece, Kimberly 
Pruitt of Lubbock; and many very special cousins.

She was preceded in death by her grandparents, Guy 
and Sadie Guffee and her parents, Lester and Hattie 
Owens.

Graveside funeral services will be at 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 26, 2008 at the Peace Chapel at Trinity Memorial 
Park with Ralph Anderson, minister of Birdwell Lane 
Church of Christ, officiating.

The family will receive friends from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday at the funeral home.

The family would like to thank everyone at Allison 
Cancer Center, special friend Weldon Martin and to 
Nancy, who always came when she was needed in her 
life, and to Luz Martinez, who took care of us all, and 
Sherry Hodnett and all who made her life better during 
her illness.

The family suggests memorials to the Allison Cancer 
Center, 301 N. N, Midland 79701 or to Home Hospice, 111 
E. 7th, Suite A, Big Spring 79720.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. Online 
condolences can be made at: www.npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Irene Cramer
Irene Cramer, 72, of Big Spring, died 

Friday, Aug. 22, 2008, in a Fort Worth 
hospital. Graveside funeral services 
will be held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 26, 
2008, at the Peace Chapel at Trinity 
Memorial Park with the Rev. Byron 
Brown, pastor of First Church of the 
Nazarene, officiating.

The family will receive friends from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m. Monday at the funeral 
home.

She was born Dec. 23, 1935, in Jerrel, 
and married John Cramer in 1985 in Stanton.

She came to Big Spring as a young child, and gradu-
ated from Big Spring High School. A lifelong resident of 
Big Spring, she owned and operated Airport Gorcery for 
a number of years and was a Home Interior representa-
tive for 14 years. She was a member of First Church of 
the Nazarene.

Survivors include her husband, John Cramer of Big 
Spring; two sons and daughters-in-law, Charles and 
Tamara Gross of Hesperia, Calif., and James and Debbie 
Gross of Big Spring; a daughter and son-in-law, Katherine 
and Alan Locke of Cleburne; a step-daughter, Sue 
Benson and her boyfriend David Finlong of San Antonio; 
two step-sons, Mike Cramer and his wife Dora of 
McAllen. and Allan Cramer of Beaumont; one brother, 
Charles Hood of Big Spring; 14 grandchildren and 15 
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Everett and 
Lois Hood; and two brothers, Bill and Gene Hood. 	

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. Online 
condolences can be made at: www.npwelch.com

Betty Hornsberger
Betty Jo Hornsberger, 77, of Sweetwater, died Saturday, 

Aug. 23, 2008, in an Abilene hospital. A private family 
service will be held at a later date.

She was born Aug. 7, 1931, in Roby, and was a long-
time Sweetwater resident.

She is survived by two sons, David Hornsberger and 
his wife, Pam, of Big Spring, and Bobby Hornsberger 
and wife Kathy, of Granite Shoals; a sister, Sonia Wood, 
of Durango, Colo.; seven grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren.

Henry Adams
Henry W. Adams, 78,   of Big Spring, died Monday, 

Aug. 25, 2008 at his residence.  His services are pending 
with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory 
of Big Spring.

Joe Diaz
Joe “Pepe” Diaz, 69,   of Big Spring, died Saturday, 

Aug. 23, 2008 in a local nursing home.  His services are 
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Big Spring.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the follow-
ing activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 a.m. today:

• EDWIN BECKMAN, 57, address not provided, was 
arrested Saturday on a local citation.

• SIMON ARENIVAZ, 18, of 2603 Ent, was arrested 
Sunday on charges of minor in possession of an alco-
holic beverage, evading arrest with a motor vehicle and 
minor in possession of tobacco.

• MIGUEL ARENIVAZ, 21, of 2603 Ent, was arrested 
Sunday on charges of minor in possession of an alco-
holic beverage, evading arrest with a motor vehicle and 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• JUSTIN RAMIREZ, 21, of 2608 Ent, was arrested 
Sunday on charges of public intoxication, unlawfully 
carrying a weapon and evading arrest with a motor 
vehicle.

• BILLY CHAVERA, 30, of 2504 Gunter, was arrested 
Sunday on three local citations.

• MARK ARGUELLO, 34, of 609 Elgin, was arrested 
Sunday on three local citations.

• EDWARD SPIVEY, 19, of 1101 Jeffery, was arrested 
Monday on four local warrants.

Note: An activity log for the weekend was not made 
available by the BSPD due to computer difficulties.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of Mt. 
Vernon. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1500 block of Nolan. 
Service refused.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 500 block 
of Father Delaney. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the area of Father Delaney. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported near the intersection of 
Rosemont and Wood. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1300 block of Mulberry. 
Service refused.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 1700 block 
of E. Fourth Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1200 block of Goliad. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of Third 
Street. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2500 block of March. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of Wright. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of Alsford. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported near the intersection of 
Fourth Street and Gregg. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the inter-
section of 12th Street and Goliad. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of Lancaster. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• GRASS FIRE was reported in the 1000 block of N.W. 
Third Street.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of Lancaster. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of S. Gregg. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1500 block of Virginia. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of E. 16th 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• AUTOMOBILE FIRE was reported near the intersec-
tion of W. 14th Street and Bluebird.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1300 block of Utah. 
Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of 14th 
Street. Service refused.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 1800 block 
of FM 700. Service refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 500 block of 17th Street. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of Langley. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 4100 block of Parkway. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and wid-

owers meets the first and third Monday of the month. 
For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 5 
p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad for 
weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. Call 213-1342 
or 263-6819.

TUESDAY
•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets at 

6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 Wright 
St.

Your Local Weather
Tue

8/26

91/66
Mostly sunny
skies. High
91F. Winds
SE at 5 to 10
mph.

Wed
8/27

92/67
Partly
cloudy.
Highs in the
low 90s and
lows in the
upper 60s.

Thu
8/28

90/66
A few
clouds. Highs
in the low
90s and lows
in the mid
60s.

Fri
8/29

88/64
Mix of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
upper 80s
and lows in
the mid 60s.

Sat
8/30

85/64
Isolated thun-
derstorms.
Highs in the
mid 80s and
lows in the
mid 60s.
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TODAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 5 

p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad 
for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. Call 213-
1342 or 263-6819. 

• The Concerned Citizens Council meets at 7 p.m. at 
the Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. For more 
information, call 264-6116.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at 
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room.
• The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets at 7 

p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809 Scurry, 
or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call Robert 
Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room.
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth St., pro-
vided by InHome Care.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the Howard 
College Cactus Room.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big 
Spring Country Club.

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in 

	 If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com
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Sheriff’s report

Support Groups

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail report-
ed having 62 inmates at the time of this report.

• JOEL HERNANDEZ, 31, was arrested Friday by the 
HCSO on a probated judgment for driving while intoxi-
cated – second offense.

• ADAM CANDIDO AGUILAR, 32, was arrested Friday 
by the HCSO on a probated judgment for driving while 
intoxicated – second offense.

• DALLAS INEZ JORDAN, 38, was arrested Friday by 
the HCSO on charges of criminal mischief and posses-
sion of a controlled substance.

• BETTY LOUISE FRIDAY, 48, was transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of posses-
sion of a controlled substance in a drug free zone.

• GARY LEE MOORE, 54, was arrested Saturday by 
DPS on charges of driving while intoxicated – third or 
more offense and driving while license invalid with a 
previous conviction or suspension.

• MIGUEL ENRIQUE JUAREZ, 20, was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on charges of bondsman off bond for 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less, bail jump-
ing – failure to appear and failure to drive in a single 
lane.

• STEVEN DWAYNE RICH, 30, was arrested Sunday 
by the HCSO on charges of false drug test – falsification 
device and bondsman off bond for possession of a con-
trolled substance (two counts‚.

• DAVID LEVON HUMPHREY III, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of 
aggravated assault with a deadly weapon.

• NICOLAS CRAIG MILLS, 28, was transferred to the 
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of bail 
jumping – failure to appear.

• EUGENE VANDERBILT, 42, was transferred to the 
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of posses-
sion of a controlled substance.

• ROGER DEAN FOULKS, 45, was arrested Monday by 
DPS on a charge of driving while intoxicated – open 
container.

• EDGAR ORTIZ, 19, was arrested Monday by DPS on 
charges of theft, failure to identify as a fugitive from 
justice – giving false information and unauthorized use 
of a motor vehicle.
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be a decrease to the tax-
payer of $3.43. One a home 
valued at $100,000, it would 
mean a decrease of $8.57. 
It’s still sufficient to fund 
the budget we brought to 
the council, and we’ll be 
bringing it back to the 
council for first reading 
during the next meeting.”

Mayor Russ McEwen 
took a motion and a second 
from the council during its 
Aug. 12 meeting to approve 
the new $1.0132 rate, saying 
the vote was simply an 
indication the council was 
ready to move forward 
with the measure. The 
council voted in favor of 
the motion unanimously.

A public hearing on 
the tax rate is also slated 
for the meeting, with a 
second public hearing on 

the matter set for Sept. 9. 
First reading of the order 
adopting the tax rate is also 
slated for the September 
meeting, according to 
Walker.

The future of portable 
containers  — also known 
as freight containers or sea 
containers — in the city will 
also be up for consideration 
Tuesday night, as the 
council is expected to 
look at final reading of 
a 180-day moratorium 
on applications and 
permitting for the metal 
containers.

First reading of the 
measure was narrowly 
approved two weeks 
ago on a 4-3 vote, with 
Mayor Russ McEwen and 
council members Manuel 
Ramirez Jr. and Troy 
Tompkins voting against 
the moratorium.

The  moratorium, 
which would disallow any 

permits be issued for use of 
the containers, sometimes 
used by construction 
crews for storage, as well 
as by local residents in 
the place of sheds or other 
storage structures, until 
city officials can craft 
an ordinance that would 
address the matter — 
including any problems 
caused by residential use.

“A couple of years ago 
this issue came up,” said 
Assistant City Manager 
Todd Darden during a 
previous meeting. “We 
refer to them as sea 
containers. They are the 
portable containers you 
see going up and down 
the railroad spurs as 
well as on the highways. 
After researching it, we 
began looking at some 
of the ordinances in our 
areas and what other 
communities were doing 
to address those.

“About four months ago 
we took a proposal tailored 
after what Midland has, 
and made some changes 
to it for what we thought 
would fit the Big Spring 
community and took it 
to Planning and Zoning. 
The Planning and Zoning 
Commission asked the 
staff to go back and look 
at it because the one we 
proposed did not allow 
them in residential zones 
except for construction 
purposes, which would be 
a temporary type permit.”

According to Darden, the 
number of sea containers 
being utilized within 
the city limits continues 
to grow, making the 
moratorium a necessity 
while city officials 
decide how to handle the 
situation.

“In the meantime, they 
keep growing in our 
community,” said Darden. 

“What we’re asking the 
council to do tonight 
is to place a temporary 
moratorium on them 
until the staff can get the 
research done and get it to 
Planning and Zoning for 
a recommendation to the 
council to consider.”

At least two local 
residents spoke against 
the moratorium during 
the meeting.

Also during Tuesday’s 
meeting, the council is 
expected to consider final 
reading of an ordinance 
adopting a new rate 
review mechanism 
between Atmos Energy’s 

West Texas Division and 
the steering committee 
investigating the validity 
of rate increase claims, as 
well as final reading of a 
resolution that will allow 
for the implementation of 
an Adopt-A-Spot program 
within the city limits.

The meeting is expected 
to begin at 5:30 p.m. in the 
council chambers, located 
at 307 E. Fourth Street.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.
com

CLOSE
Continued from page 1A

whole thing.”
Johnson said there’s no 

admission charge to be 
part of the screening and 
encourages area residents 

to mark the date on their 
calendar.

“How often do you get the 
chance to watch a movie 
on a 16-feet screen on the 
top of a mountain?” asked 
Johnson.

The film is expected to 
begin just after dark near 

the playground, located 
adjacent to the park 
office on the top of Scenic 
Mountain.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 

citydesk@bigspringherald.
com
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Your Home, Your Health,
Your Choice

We Bring The Caring Home

NEED MONEY
Get A Quick, Easy & Confidential

PAYDAY LOAN
Quick Cash

$ $
432-263-4400                                          612 S. Gregg

11736

SUN LAUNDROMAT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
*Drop Off Service Available*

Come Wash With Us
1510 Lancaster                                               432-517-4196

9925

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/30/08
11587

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Affordable 
pre-need plans

The Basket Barn
is now open

Come in for the Most Delicious
Cookies & Homemade Fudge

Free Delivery On Orders $20 or More
Open

Tuesday - Saturday

906 E. 3rd    •    264-9554 12838

Equal Opportunity Employer

This employment opportunity is with
a State Farm agent, not with State
Farm Insurance Companies and

requires the successful completion of 
licensing requirements to solicit and 

service State Farm products.

Please mail, e-mail or 
fax resume to:

Insurance
Staff Position

• Assist with agent’s 
marketing efforts.

• Provide quality service to
State Farm policyholders.

• Conduct customer needs
based interviews in the
agent’s office.

• Prepare forms, policies 
and endorsements.

Looking for a job that 
provides meaningful 

work and competitive 
compensation? 

Consider a position in a 
State Farm Agent’s office.

P.O. Box 2947
Big Spring, TX 79721-2947

larry.hollar.b37t@statefarm.com
432-263-1412

SHOOTING
Continued from page 1A

Both were treated at the 
emergency room at Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

“Detectives have several 
witnesses that are being 
interviewed at this time,” 

said Everett.
No other injuries were 

reported as a result of the 
shooting.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.
com

OBAMA
Continued from page 1A

here because of the oppor-
tunities that my father 
had, that my mother had. 
You know, we are who 
Americans were supposed 
to be.”

With Democrats and con-
vention delegates stream-
ing to the Mile High City, 
party officials worked to 
assure a harmonious 
week.

Clinton was expected by 
midweek to release the 
delegates she won in pri-
maries and caucuses and 
encourage them to support 

her former rival.
And by unanimous vote, 

the party’s credentials 
committee restored full 
voting rights to delegates 
from Florida and Michigan. 
The party had stripped 
both states of their voting 
rights for holding prima-
ries before the rules said 
they could. The committee 
vote was taken at Obama’s 
behest, and Democrats 
hope the goodwill gesture 
will help improve their 
standing in two important 
states.

Obama, slowly making 
his way to Denver via a 
tour of battleground states, 
said Sunday that one of his 
goals is for voters to come 

away from the convention 
thinking he is one of them. 
His uncommon name and 
family background still 
concern some voters.

“I think what you’ll con-
clude is, ‘He’s sort of like 
us,’” Obama said in Eau 
Claire, Wis. “’He comes 
from a middle-class back-
ground. He went to school 
on scholarships. He had to 
pay off student loans. He 
and his wife had to worry 
about child care. They had 
to figure out how to start a 
college fund for their 
kids.”

Republicans seek to por-
tray Obama as an Ivy-
league-educated elitist. 
His background — white 

mother from Kansas, black 
father from Kenya, raised 
in Hawaii and Indonesia 
— has been grist for the 
rumor mill, leading some 
voters to believe he is a 
Muslim or unpatriotic.

Obama closes the con-
vention Thursday night 
when the action shifts to 
Invesco Field at Mile High 
stadium, where the 47-year-
old, first-term senator will 
give his speech accepting 
the nomination from the 
50-yard line. He said 
Sunday he was “still tool-
ing around with my speech 
a little bit.”

He is scheduled to cam-
paign Monday in Iowa.

McCain, meanwhile, 

wasn’t disappearing from 
the campaign trail entire-
ly. He was using an appear-
ance Monday on “The 
Tonight Show with Jay 
Leno” and newspaper 
interviews to stay in touch 
with voters. And, there’s 
continued interest in his 
choice of a running mate.

Besides Michelle Obama, 
other speakers Monday 
night include Barack 
Obama’s sister, Maya 
Soetero-Ng, and Craig 
Robinson, his brother-in-
law. The schedule includes 
a surprise speaker, former 
Rep. Jim Leach of Iowa, a 
Republican moderate who 
broke ranks with his party 
this month and endorsed 

Obama.
The convention also will 

give Obama’s running 
mate his biggest audience 
yet. On Monday, Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice 
told reporters aboard her 
flight to the Middle East 
that Biden is a “true patri-
ot.”

“I am not going to talk 
about the politics of it,” 
Rice said. “I’ll just say that 
Sen. Biden is a very fine 
statesman. I have known 
him for a long time. He has 
been a really very support-
ive committee chair and 
before that ranking mem-
ber for the State 
Department and our diplo-
matic efforts.”

www.bigspringherald.com

News in brief
Plan carrying 90 people crashes in 
Kyrgyzstan, killing 68; 22 survive, officials say

BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan (AP) — A passenger jet carrying 
90 people, including a Kyrgyz high school sports team, 
crashed shortly after takeoff Sunday near the Kyrgyz 
capital, killing 65, government officials said.

The Boeing 737 was headed to Iran when it crashed 
near Bishkek’s Manas International Airport, said 
government spokeswoman Roza Daudova. Twenty-
two people, including two crew members, survived the 
accident.

Earlier, Daudova had said there were at least 68 dead 
and 25 survivors, but she later gave lower figures.

An airport official said the crew reported a technical 
problem about 10 minutes into the flight and that the 
plane was returning to the airport when it crashed. The 
official said she was not authorized to give her name.

Officials said the crash followed the sudden 
decompression of the jet, which came down in a field 
near a village.

US warship loaded with aid reaches 
Georgia, sending message of support

ABOARD THE U.S.S. MCFAUL (AP) — A Russian 
general suggested that U.S. ships in the Black Sea loaded 
with humanitarian aid would worsen tensions already 
driven to a post-Cold War high by a short but intense 
war between Russia and Georgia.

The U.S. Navy destroyer U.S.S. McFaul reached 
Georgia’s Black Sea port of Batumi on Sunday, bringing 
baby food, bottled water and a message of support for an 
embattled ally.

The deputy chief of Russia’s general staff suggested the 

arrival of the McFaul and other U.S. and NATO ships 
would increase tensions: Russia shares the sea with 
NATO members Turkey, Romania and Bulgaria as well 
as Georgia and Ukraine, whose pro-Western presidents 
are leading drives for NATO membership.

“I don’t think such a buildup will foster the stabilization 
of the atmosphere in the region,” Russia’s ITAR-Tass 
news agency quoted Col. Gen. Anatoly Nogovitsyn as 
saying Saturday.

Georgian Defense Minister David Kezerashvili told The 
Associated Press on the aft missile deck of the McFaul 
after greeting U.S. Navy officers that the population 
of Georgia would feel “more safe” from the “Russian 
aggression” as a result of the ship’s arrival.

Drivers significantly change their behavior 
as gas prices pass ‘tipping point,’ study says

WASHINGTON (AP) — Roll back the clock to 1961: 
John F. Kennedy was inaugurated president. The Peace 
Corps was founded. The Dow Jones industrials hit 734. 
Gasoline reached 31 cents a gallon.

And the number of people killed in U.S. traffic accidents 
that year topped 36,200.

This year, gasoline climbed over $4 a gallon, and the 
traffic death toll — according to one study — appears 
headed to the lowest levels since Kennedy moved into 
the White House.

The number is being pulled down by a change in 
Americans’ driving habits, which is fueled largely 
by record high gasoline prices, according to the 
Transportation Research Institute at the University of 
Michigan.

The institute’s study — which covers 12 months ending 
in April — found that as gas prices rose, driving and 

fatalities declined. The surprise, said Professor Michael 
Sivak, author of the study, was the huge decline in 
fatalities in March and April as gasoline prices surged 
above $3.20 a gallon.

Israel releases Palestinian prisoners in 
goodwill gesture ahead of visit by Rice

BEITUNIYA CHECKPOINT, West Bank (AP) — Nearly 
200 Palestinian prisoners freed Monday by Israel 
walked into Palestinian-controlled territory to cheers 
and applause, just hours before U.S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice was due to arrive on her latest peace 
mission.

The prisoners arrived at Beitunia, near the West Bank 
city of Ramallah, after a short drive from Ofer prison 
outside Jerusalem. 

The prisoners, some waving black-and-white checkered 
keffiyeh headdresses as they got out of Israeli buses, 
kissed the ground before boarding Palestinian vehicles.

Israel said the release is a gesture meant to bolster 
moderate Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and 
give a boost to the slow-moving peace talks with the 
moderate Palestinian leader.

“It’s not easy for Israel to release prisoners. Some of 
the individuals being released today are guilty of direct 
involvement in the murder of innocent civilians,” 
government spokesman Mark Regev said. 

“But we understand the importance of the prisoner 
issue for Palestinian society ... We believe this action can 
support the negotiation process and create goodwill.”

The fate of the roughly 9,000 Palestinians in Israeli 
jails is highly emotional, since many Palestinians either 
know someone in prison or have served time themselves, 
officals said. 



If only drivers could avoid high 
gasoline prices as easily as 
Congress has avoided doing 
anything about them.

Gas has dipped below $4 a gal-
lon for the first time in months, 
but prices are still uncomfortably 
high and likely will stay that way 
through November. Thus, the pain 
at the pump will re-
main a big election 
issue. But now that 
members of Congress 
are home for the 
August recess and 
are asking voters to 
re-elect them, they’ll 
have to explain why 
the single best energy 
idea — expanding do-
mestic oil production 
— isn’t even on the 
agenda.

Other measures — 
crackdowns on speculators, subsi-
dies for alternative energy sources, 
tax hikes on oil companies, prohibi-
tions on price gouging — have been 
subject to endless debate, leading 
to legislative proposals voted on by 
Congress. These ideas range from 
mildly useful at best to downright 
counterproductive at worst. Some, 
like the tax increases and price-
gouging measures, are retreads of 
blunders that prompted shortages 
and gas lines in the 1970s. Thus far, 
none have passed.

A far better option is to open the 
vast oil-rich areas in the United 
States — both onshore and in our 
territorial waters — that inexpli-
cably remain restricted despite 
skyrocketing prices. Polling shows 
that the public strongly supports 
opening the 85 percent of America’s 
offshore areas currently off-limits 
— areas believed to contain 19 bil-
lion barrels. The same is true for 
promising onshore regions such as 
Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife 

Refuge, a tiny portion of which 
is estimated to contain 10 billion 
more. Those 29 billion barrels — 
and past experience suggests we’ll 
find far more — represents 48 years’ 
worth of current imports from Sau-
di Arabia.

Increasing domestic oil supplies 
is an indispensable part of a sound 
energy policy. Americans get this, 
even if some in Washington don’t.

Several bills, sponsored mostly 
by Republicans, seek to open these 
areas. Republicans also have sought 
to add these measures as amend-
ments to other energy and non-
energy legislation. Not only has 
the House and Senate Democratic 
leadership opposed these efforts, 
but they have used every tactic in 
the book to keep them from coming 
to a vote.

Amazingly, they have even 
shelved appropriations bills — the 
ones politicians love to fill with 
pork-barrel spending in an election 
year — rather than see pro-energy 
amendments tacked onto them. 
Some say a government shutdown 
is possible, if Republicans insist 
that the bills needed to keep federal 
activities going also allow new drill-
ing and if the Democratic leader-
ship refuses to go along.

Many Republicans even tried to 
block the August recess and keep 
Congress in Washington until an 
agreement was reached on increas-
ing domestic oil supplies. They 
failed, but some refused to go home 
anyway and continued making 
their case.

It should be emphasized that, al-
though Republicans are leading this 
charge, it isn’t entirely a partisan 
issue. The strongly liberal Demo-
cratic leadership — Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi, Senate Major-
ity Leader Harry Reid and their 
like-minded colleagues — is at odds 
with a number of pro-energy Demo-

crats who would join Republicans 
and put a domestic energy bill over 
the top.

This is why the leadership is 
stone-walling: They’re desperate to 
avoid a vote they know they would 
lose.

Pelosi, Reid and other critics of 
expanded drilling are not without 
their excuses: There isn’t enough 
new oil out there to make any differ-
ence, it will take too long to bring it 
to market, oil companies don’t need 
new places to drill because they’re 
deliberately under-producing in 
existing areas, and so on. None of 
these claims have merit, but those 
who do believe them should be will-
ing to say so in an open debate over 
a drilling bill, and then proudly 
vote no on that bill. Instead, they 
have gone miles out of their way to 
avoid that debate and vote.

The reality is that the liberal Dem-
ocratic leadership is too beholden 
to environmental extremists whose 
“drill nowhere” absolutism takes 
precedence over pump prices, no 
matter how high they may go. And 
this position has never been more 
out of touch than it is now.

So Congress adjourned without 
adding a drop of new oil, and mem-
bers are back in their states and 
districts where high pump prices 
remain a top concern. Don’t be sur-
prised if constituents angry over 
paying $70 per tankful give their 
representatives an earful.

Ben Lieberman is senior policy 
analyst in the Thomas A. Roe Insti-
tute for Economic Policy Studies at 
The Heritage Foundation. Readers 
may write to the author in care of 
The Heritage Foundation, 214 Mas-
sachusetts Avenue NE, Washington, 
D.C. 20002; Web site: www.heritage.
org. Information about Heritage’s 
funding may be found at http://www.
heritage.org/about/reports.cfm.
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And now, a quick update on the Chinese 
pledge to allow greater free speech dur-
ing the Olympics. As of last Monday, 
the score: 77 applications received by 

Chinese authorities from 149 people demanding 
to stage a demonstration. Number of permits is-
sued: 0. Number of would-be Chinese protesters 
detained because they applied for a permit: at 
least four.

And this just in: Two Chinese women, aged 77 
and 79, were sentenced to a year of “re-education 
through labor” after they made five visits to the 
police this month in an attempt to get permission 
to protest, The New York Times reported. The 
sentences were meted out for the “crime” of “dis-
turbing the public order.”

What a sad spectacle the Chinese are showing 
the world. The saddest thing is, many of those 
who pressed their case, like the elderly women, 
played by the rules. They believed - hoped - that 
the government’s declaration to allow protests at 
three sites, with the proper application, would be 
honored. One protester, Gao Chuancai, mailed in 
his application and came to Beijing as required, 
for a face-to-face follow-up, the Times reported. 
He wanted to “remind the world that China still 
has problems that need to be solved.”

The result? He was grilled by cops for an hour. 
And now he’s being detained.

Is that what Chinese officials mean when they 
say that most prospective protesters dropped 
their plans after their problems were “properly 
addressed”?

The Chinese are relatively new to some Olympic 
sports. They’re still learning the ropes, not able 
to compete yet with the elite athletes from other 
nations. That’s true, too, of the image Olympics, 
the multimillion-dollar effort to ensure that the 
image China projects to the world is flawless and 
flattering. That was supposed to include a loosen-
ing of censorship and ham-handed muzzling of 
those with a grievance.

But maybe the Chinese need a little primer on 
the rules of this free speech game. You can re-
quire that protesters hew to a time and place for 
a protest, and there are reasonable limits on the 
way they can voice their grievances. Some of that 
is for their own safety.

But arresting protesters for merely asking to 
protest? That is brutal. Much of the world had 
hoped that hosting the Olympics would teach the 
Chinese about the value of openness. If they had 
allowed some of these protests, they may have 
learned that protesters often have a point. Gao, 
for instance, wanted to protest corruption in his 
village in northeast China. Sounds like some-
thing worth hearing. He has been determined - he 
told a reporter he has survived two beatings by 
the police. Gao’s son said his father was “chasing 
his dream of justice.”

Too bad there’s no gold medal for courage and 
perseverance.

The Chicago Tribune

How To Contact Us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer 

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan at 
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

Russia is not out to retake 
the former Soviet repub-
lics, despite its dawdling 
in withdrawing forces 

from Georgia. It was after all Geor-
gia, not Russia, that 
started the fighting 
in South Ossetia on 
Aug. 7.

The background of 
the military conflict 
is a standoff between 
the Georgians and the 
Ossetians. The Osse-
tians have long been 
wary of the Geor-
gians.

That may sound 
strange, since Geor-
gia is a small country. But Ossetia 
is even smaller.

After the 1917 Bolshevik Revolu-
tion in Russia, Georgia briefly 
separated from Russia, and the Os-
setians tried to separate from Geor-
gia. They did not succeed.

In 1922, South Ossetia was given 
autonomy status within the Soviet 
Republic of Georgia. When the 
U.S.S.R. disbanded in 1991, the Os-
setians tried again to separate from 
Georgia. Georgia sent in troops, 
leading to fighting that continued 
into 1992.

Georgia then abolished South Os-
setia’s limited autonomy and tried 
to incorporate it fully into Georgia. 
In June 1992, South Ossetian forces 
and Georgia agreed to a ceasefire to 
be monitored by a Joint Peacekeep-
ing Forces group, under Russian 
command.

So Russian troops are in South Os-
setia under an agreement to which 
Georgia is a party.

The Ossetians make up two-thirds 

of the population of South Ossetia, 
the remainder being mainly Geor-
gians. In a 1996 referendum, the 
Ossetians opted to stay separated 
from Georgia. They might choose, 
if given the chance, to unite with 
neighboring North Ossetia, which 
is inside Russia.

It is the Joint Peacekeeping Force 
that was attacked by Georgia on 
Aug. 7, as Georgia tried to assert 
control over South Ossetia. Russian 
military personnel and Ossetian 
civilians were killed, as Georgia 
shelled South Ossetia — in particu-
lar its capital city. Why did Georgia 
take on an army that dwarfs its 
own? Georgian President Mikheil 
Saakashvili is a darling of the Bush 
administration, and especially of 
Vice President Richard Cheney’s 
neo-conservative faction.

The administration funded and 
trained the Georgian army, which 
has been one of the few countries to 
contribute forces to the U.S. coali-
tion in Iraq. The administration 
has also been pushing NATO to ac-
cept Georgia as a member.

Saakashvili likely construed that 
close connection to mean that if he 
started a conflict with Russia, he 
would get more than verbal support 
from Washington. The White House 
did react by condemning Russia, 
but has done nothing more concrete 
than to send humanitarian aid for 
Georgia.

Russia is not happy at the prospect 
of another neighboring state join-
ing NATO. It is that fact that likely 
accounts for the strength of the 
Russian response to the Georgian 
attack, and for its entry into Geor-
gian territory. Why NATO needs 
to expand eastward — other than 

to challenge Russia — has not been 
adequately explained by the Bush 
administration. Or even why NATO 
serves a purpose now that the Cold 
War is over.

Russia views NATO as directed 
against it, particularly in light 
of the Bush administration’s ill-
conceived plan to install defensive 
missiles in Poland. The administra-
tion says that the missile shield is 
aimed against Iran or Middle East 
terrorists, but Russia doesn’t buy 
that explanation.

The missile shield is potentially 
offensive, because the United States 
could strike Russia first, then use 
the shield to absorb responsive Rus-
sian missiles.

The non-neo-cons in the Bush ad-
ministration around Secretary of 
State Condoleeza Rice understand 
that by building the missile shield, 
and by promoting not only Georgia, 
but Ukraine, for NATO member-
ship, the administration arouses 
Russian concern and stokes Rus-
sian nationalism.

Rice has been concerned for some 
time that building up Georgia’s 
military for action in Iraq might 
encourage Saakashvili to start trou-
ble with Russia over South Ossetia. 
Her fears have now been realized.

The Georgia-Russia conflict is 
collateral damage from our war in 
Iraq, and from our military moves 
in eastern Europe.

John B. Quigley is a professor of 
law at Ohio State University. Read-
ers may write to him at The Michael 
E. Moritz College of Law, Ohio State 
University, 55 W. 12th Avenue, Co-
lumbus, Ohio 43210, or e-mail him at 
Quigley.2@osu.edu.
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The Olympics are always good for 
a few dramatic moments and a bit 
of controversy. The 2008 Beijing 
version of the Games weren’t any 

different. 
However, no matter how controversial 

the Chinese govern-
ment was or how 
incredible the perfor-
mance of Jamaica’s 
Usain Bolt was on the 
track, the Olympic spot-
light belonged to one 
man, who has captured 
the heart of his country.

Here’s a quick review 
— plus a little of my 
own opinion — of the 
Games’ biggest stories:

• A 1,000 or so word 
column has already 
been printed in the Herald praising the 
accomplishments of Michael Phelps. 
However, what Phelps did was so remark-
able, he deserves a few more.

An argument against Phelps being the 
greatest Olympian of all time falls short 
with reasons. How could anyone say other-

wise?
The numbers haven’t 

been officially released, 
but I can’t imagine NBC 
came close this past 
week to the 39.5 rating it 
received when Phelps 
was attempting to win 
his eighth gold medal. 

Face it; these Olympics 
received the notoriety it 
did because of Phelps. 
Intrigue headed into the 
Games was beyond apa-

thetic. There was more talk about the con-
troversy that is China heading into the 
Olympics. Then, Phelps captured 
America’s attention.

He’s now an icon, ranking up there with 
Michael Jordan and Lance Armstrong as 
some of the greatest and most popular ath-
letes in our nation’s history.

Our nation stopped to watch him per-
form and he didn’t let us down.

• After Phelps, the second biggest story to 
come out of the Olympics was a potential 
scandal. It might be a couple more months 
before we stop hearing about the possibili-
ty that three of China’s female gymnasts 
were under the 16-year-old age limit.

Imagine that. There’s an Olympic scan-
dal in the world’s most controversial coun-
try. Shocking.

Now, I don’t know why 13-year-olds 
aren’t allowed to participate in the gym-
nastics competition at the Olympics. 
Maybe it’s a safety guideline to protect 
young girls from training that intensely, 
or maybe girls that young have a distinct 
advantage over a 16-year-old girl in means 
of flexibility.

Regardless, a rule is a rule and it should 
be followed. Of course, Americans are 
quick to believe China doctored the ages of 
these girls. After all, it was Americans 
who were cheated. 

Hopefully, the IOC won’t let this go easi-
ly and deep investigation will be conduct-
ed. It will probably take a long, drawn out 
investigation to pick up on the trail 
China’s government has definitely cov-
ered.

See OLYMPICS, Page 6

Herald Staff Report
SAN ANGELO — It was a frus-

trating experience over the week-
end for the Big Spring Lady Steers 
at the Nita Vannoy Tournament in 
San Angelo.

The Lady Steers lost four of five 
matches, dropping their season 
record to 4-11. Of their four losses, 
the Lady Steers had an opportuni-
ty to win two of those matches.

That wasn’t the case in the tour-
nament’s opening match vs. host 
San Angelo Central. Central, 
renowned as one of the best volley-
ball programs in the state, blasted 
the Lady Steers, 25-3, 25-7.

“They had some big hitters and 
we were intimidated,” said Lady 
Steers Head Coach Meghan Blake. 
“We just didn’t 
compete with 
them and didn’t 
really try to. 
Losing like this 
is unacceptable. 
We have to put 
together better 
efforts.”

Central never 
lost a set in six 
t o u r n a m e n t 
matches, sweep-

ing through a 
field of 40 teams 
and claiming 
their third con-
secutive Nita 
Vannoy champi-
onship. This 
from a team that 
lost nine seniors 
from last year’s 
squad and 
returned only 
one starter.

“That team was very good. Their 
coach has really established a 
strong program there,” admired 
Blake. “It’s the type of program 
I’m hoping we can get started here. 
It’s obviously going to take some 
time.”

The Lady Steers picked up its 
only win of the tournament in its 
second match Friday, topping 
Midland Classical, 25-19, 26-24. 
Senior Andrea Claxton led the 
team with five kills, three digs and 
2.5 blocks. 

The Lady Steers then fell in 
straight sets to Brownfield in a 
very competitive match, 25-23, 
25-22, ending the first day of play. 

See BSHS, Page 6
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BSHS Community Pep
Rally set for tonight

Big Spring High School is holding a community pep 
rally at Memorial Stadium at 8 p.m. Monday. 

All athletes involved in the 2008 fall sports season 
from junior high to high school will be recognized. 

Referees needed 
for football season

The Permian Basin Football Chapter is searching for 
referees, who can help assist officiating football games 
throughout the Crossroads' region.

No experience is needed as the Chapter will provide 
training.

Anyone interested can call Jessie Mendoza at 268-5833 
or Delvin Guinn at 264-8502.

Meet the Mustangs
Thursday in Ackerly

A chance to meet all Sands athletes participating in 
fall sports in 2008 has been arranged for 6 p.m. Aug. 28 
in the school's cafeteria. 

A hamburger supper will accompany the event. Cost 
is $5 a person and $15 for a family.

Registration open
for v-ball league

Registration for the Big Spring Youth Volleyball 
League continues through Saturday at the local YMCA.

The league is open for children entering grades 4, 5 
and 6 this school year.

Registration fee is $50; financial assistance is avail-
able for families that qualify.

Teams will be formed at a coaches' meeting Sept. 2 and 

games will be played on Saturdays beginning Sept. 20.
For more information, contact the YMCA at 267-8234.

Stanton site for
Sept. 1 5K run

Stanton will host a 5 kilometer run/walk Sept. 1.
Registration will be held at 7:30 a.m., with the race 

starting an hour later at 1101 W. Broadway (the Martin 
County EMS Building).

Early registration costs $15 — race day registration 
will cost $20.

There will be awards to the top three male and female 
runners in several age groups.

For more information, call Bob Teveni at 661-8597 or 
pick up entry forms at Dr. Pablo Teveni's office3 at 109 
E. First St. in Stanton.

Sports in brief

Blake

HERALD photo/Tony Claxton

Big Spring Lady Steers libero Sloan Davis passes 
in action from the Nita Vannoy Tournament in San 
Angelo Saturday. The Lady Steers went 1-4 over 
two days of bracket play.

Lady Steers finish 1-4
at Nita Vannoy tourney

Claxton

Can't top
Phelps
Bolt, Redeem Team and
underage gymnasts can't
steal golden boy's spotlight

Phelps

By DAVID JIMENEZ
Associated Press Writer

IRVING — With the regular 
season two weeks away, the 
Dallas Cowboys believe there 
is still work to be done defen-
sively in the preseason.

After an up-and-down per-
formance Friday night in a 
23-22 victory over the Houston 
Texans, the Cowboys’ defend-
ers will try to shore things up 
before taking on Cleveland in 
their season opener Sept. 7.

“We were still inconsis-
tent,” Cowboys linebacker 
Zach Thomas said. “But that’s 
what’s good. It’s the pre-
season. During this time you 
want to fine tune and you 

want to get your rhythm.”
Dallas was put in an early 

hole when Houston’s Andre 
Davis returned the opening 
kickoff 68 yards.

The Cowboys held the 
Texans to a field goal on that 
drive. Then they forced 
Houston into consecutive 
three-and-outs.

Houston had just 10 yards of 
offense in the first quarter. 
But the Texans running game 
behind rookie Steve Slaton 
got rolling in the second quar-
ter.

“I feel like we’re giving too 
much on the run,” defensive 
lineman Marcus Spears said. 
“It’s something that we’ll 
focus on and get corrected.”

Led by Slaton and the 
ground attack, the Texans 
drove 80 yards for a touch-
down in the second quarter.

“We started out fast, but we 
had an inconsistent drive,” 
Thomas said. “You can’t be 
giving up 80-yard drives if 
you want to be a great 
defense.”

The Cowboys defense had a 
better showing than they did 
last week against Denver.

Led by quarterback Jay 
Cutler’s 16-of-20 performance, 
the Broncos went on two long 
scoring drives against the 
Cowboys first-teamers.

Spears liked the energy he 
saw from the first unit 
Friday.

“Guys are flying around 
and a lot of guys are getting to 
the ball,” Spears said. “That’s 
what you want to see as a 
defense with teams not get-
ting second and third chances 
to get up and make plays.”

With the Cowboys still 
missing the injured Terence 
Newman, suspended corner-
back Adam Jones started at 
cornerback.

He had one tackle, and gave 
up a 23-yard play to Kevin 
Walter, who reached over the 
shorter defender to make the 
catch. Jones also had an 
18-yard punt return.

See COWBOYS, Page 6

Cowboys still working out defensive kinks

By TOM CANAVAN
AP Sports Writer

EAST RUTHERFORD, 
N.J. — The New York 
Giants’ road back to the 
Super Bowl is going to 
be a lot tougher than 
expected.

Going into training 
camp, Tom Coughlin 
and company knew 
repeating meant getting 
back without the retired 
Michael Strahan and the 

disgruntled and traded 
Jeremy Shockey.

Now, the Giants are 
going to have to do it 
without defensive end 
Osi Umenyiora, their 
only Pro Bowl player 
last season.

Umenyiora tore the 
lateral meniscus in his 
left knee in a preseason 
game against the New

See INJURY, Page 6

Good news
Dallas fans

AP photo/Bill Kostroun

New York Giants medical personnel examine defensive end Osi 
Umenyiora as coach Tom Coughlin, right, looks on, during the second 
quarter of a preseason football game against the New York Jets 
Saturday at Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J. Umenyiora will 
miss the entire season with a torn MCL ligament in his knee.

Giants' Umenyiora out
for season with torn MCL
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Claxton again led the 

team with six digs. Halee 
Thomas successfully dug 
five balls and Cerbi 
Ritchey had 14 assists.

Big Spring got off to 
another slow start 

Saturday, getting swept by 
Midland Christian, 25-14, 
25-11. Big Spring ended its 
tournament experience 
with its best match statis-
tically, but still fell to 
Marble Falls in three sets, 
25-20, 20-25, 25-10.

Claxton led with 12 kills 
and Macy Graves spiked 
home eight points. Ritchey 
posted 23 assists.

“We were having a lot of 
success attacking the mid-
dle of Marble Falls’ 
defense, but our ball con-
trol didn’t allow us to do so 
consistently,” explained 
Blake. “Our biggest prob-
lem this week is we didn’t 
overcome any adversity. 
We have to learn to over-
come adversity if we’re 
going to be consistent. We 
had some players who 

couldn’t make the trip to 
San Angelo Saturday. Stuff 
like that happens. We have 
to overcome it. 

“Everyone we played 
never gave up,” she con-
tinued. “I’m hoping we 
learned that that’s the 
mentality we have to have. 
If we’re down 1-0, we still 
have to win the second 
match.”

The Lady Steers play 
their second home game of 
the season Tuesday against 
Abilene Wylie. The match 
is set for 6 p.m. at Steer 
Gym. 

“Wylie runs a fast offense 
because of their experi-
ence,” said Blake. “If we 
can step up at the net with  
our blocking then we’ll be 
OK. They’re beatable. We 
have to decide we want to 

beat them more than they 
want to beat us.

“They do have a couple 
of big girls, but so do we,” 
she continued. “We’re big, 
but we have to learn how 
to play big. We have to 
understand that it’s an 
advantage and can be 
intimidating for an oppo-
nent. We have to under-
stand how to play to our 
size.”

Central defeated 
Big Spring

25-3, 25-7
Kills – Belle Feaster 2, Andrea 

Claxton 1, Mirella Torres 1.
Assists – Cerbi Ritchey 4.
Digs – Halee Thomas 1.
 
Big Spring defeated
Midland Classical
25-19, 26-24
Kills – Claxton 5, Sloan Davis 1, 

Ritchey 1, Thomas 4, Torres 2, 
Macy Graves 1,

Assists – Ritchey 13.
Digs – Baylea Fox 2, Claxton 3, 

Porsha White 1, Davis 2
Aces – Claxton 2, Ritchey 1, 

Thomas 2.
Blocks – Claxton 2.5, Thomas 

1.
 

Brownfield defeated 
Big Spring

25-23, 25-22
Kills – Claxton 6, Feaster 2, 

Thomas 3, Graves 2, Torres 1.
Assists – Ritchey 14.
Digs – Thomas 5, Fox 2, Claxton 

3, Davis 3.
Aces – Ritchey 1, Torres 2.
Block – Claxton 1.
 

Midland Christian 
defeated Big Spring

25-14, 25-11
Kills – Claxton 3, Graves 3, Fox 

2, Ritchey 1.
Assists – Ritchey 8.
Aces – Torres 2.
Digs – Davis 2, Claxton 2, 

Feaster 2, White 1.
 

Marble Falls 
defeated Big Spring

25-20, 20-25, 25-10
Kills – Claxton 12, Torres 1, Fox 

2, Graves 8.
Assists – Ritchey 23.
Aces – Claxton 1, Torres 1, 

Ritchey 1, Graves 2, Feaster 1.
Blocks – Graves 1, Claxton 1.
Digs – Feaster 1, Torres 1, 

Claxton 1, Fox 2.
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SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

www.swa1pc.com 
  mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441 • 432.267.8190 fax
mm@swaq1pc.com  email

7265

Fall
Sports
Preview

2008

• Football
• Volleyball
• Cross County
• Team Tennis

• Big Spring
• Coahoma
• Forsan
• Stanton
• Garden City
• Grady
• Sands

Watch for it
Thursday, Aug. 28th

in the

263-7331
12841

FREE DIRECTV 4 ROOM SYSTEM!

95 HD

Channels

FREE 4 MONTHS
ALL 265+ CHANNELS!

Includes HBO, Cinemax, Showtime,
Starz, Sports...Everything!

(Ends Soon, Ask How)
FREE DVR/HD!

Pkgs. start only $29.99!
No Start up costs!

We’re Local Installers!

Toll Free 800-214-7110

NFL
Sunday
Ticket 

is 
Here!!!

Woman High Jumps 3’11” at
Local High School Track
BEXAR COUNTY– After using Thera-Gesic® on
her aching thighs, 49 year old Mary Ann W. says
she caught olympic fever and easily soared over the
bar. When asked who witnessed the feat, she 
painlessly replied, “None of your dang
business!”
Go painlessly with Thera-Gesic®

TH
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OLYMPICS
Continued from Page 5

• Call him the Michael 
Phelps of the track. Usain 
Bolt raced in three events 
and set or had a part in 
setting three world 
records. Bolt, who 
couldn’t be more appro-

priately named, has speed 
never seen before. 

The scariest part about 
Bolt’s performance is that 
most track experts say the 
400 is his best event and 
he didn’t even run it. If he 
had taken part in that 
race along with the mile 
relay, we could be talking 
about five gold medals. 

• Redemption has to set-
tle for fourth on this list. 
The Redeem Team led by 
Kobe Bryant, Dwayne 
Wade and Lebron James 
reclaimed the gold medal 
for Team USA.

This team took it per-
sonal that America was 
no longer considered the 
elite country when it 

comes to basketball. The 
energy and pride they 
attacked the game with 
was admirable.

It was nice to see some 
drama involved with the 
championship game. USA 
received its biggest chal-
lenge from Spain in the 
gold medal match, win-
ning 118-107. 

For the record, this is 
the best “Dream Team” in 
history. It is better than 
the original. 

No. They didn’t domi-
nate like the original 
squad made up of Michael 
Jordan, Magic Johnson, 
Larry Bird and several 
other NBA greats. 
However, that team didn’t 

have the competition the 
2008 version of the team 
did. 

As surprising as it may 
be, Beijing hosted a very 
historic Olympics with 
moments that shall be 
remembered forever. 
London can only hope 
moments similar to 
Beijing can occur in 2012.

COWBOYS
Continued from Page 5

“Of course I was ner-
vous,” Jones said. “I hadn’t 
had my number called in 
over a year. It all worked 
out.”

Dallas’ kickoff coverage 
allowed two long returns. 
Besides Davis nearly tak-
ing the opening kickoff for 
a touchdown, the Cowboys 
let Jacoby Jones take 
another 52 yards in the 
fourth quarter.

“The kick return (in the 
fourth quarter) was my 

fault,” coach Wade Phillips 
said. “They put their first 
team against our reserves. 
I think we should have 
squib kicked.”

Dallas will finish its 
exhibition season 
Thursday at home against 
the Minnesota Vikings.

It’s not known how much 

time Cowboys starters will 
see in the final dress 
rehearsal before the regu-
lar season kicks off.

“We haven’t decided 
yet,” Phillips said. “We 
need to let individuals get 
enough playing time to get 
ready for the regular sea-
son.”

Notes: Left guard Kyle 
Kosier could miss up to six 
weeks with a sprained 
right foot. Kosier suffered 
the injury in the fourth 
quarter of Friday night’s 
game and left the stadium 
in a walking boot. ... An 
MRI revealed WR Isaiah 
Stanback has a dislocated 

left shoulder, which he 
hurt when scrambling for 
the ball after he fumbled 
away the opening kickoff 
in the second half. ... The 
Cowboys have to cut five 
players by Tuesday to get 
their roster to 75. The final 
cuts to 53 have to be made 
next weekend.

INJURY
Continued from Page 5

York Jets and will undergo 
season-ending surgery Tuesday 
at the Hospital for Special 
Surgery in New York. 

The recovery period is about 
four months.

Dr. Russell Warren, the team 
surgeon, never discussed a non-
surgical option, Coughlin said.

“My number one concern is 
about Osi,” Coughlin said in a 
telephone conference call on 
Sunday. “I did talk to him on the 
phone a short while ago and told 
him that he is in everyone’s 
thoughts and prayers.”

The devastating report came 
less than 24 hours after the team 
thought it had caught a break in 
the wake of Saturday’s second-
quarter injury, which happened 
when Umenyiora’s foot seemed 
to stick to the turf as he tried to 

beat Jets tackle D’Brickashaw 
Ferguson to the outside.

Umenyiora was carted off the 
field with what the team 
described as a locked knee. 
X-rays taken during the game 
revealed no ligament damage, 
but an MRI performed Sunday 
found the torn meniscus on the 
26-year-old, who led the team 
with 13 sacks last season.

“It was obviously the news that 
I did not want to hear,” Coughlin 
said. “But after listening to the 
explanation and Dr. Warren’s 
thoughts on it, I am convinced 
that this is the right procedure 
and the right way to go.”

The combination of the injury 
and Strahan’s retirement leaves 
the Giants very thin at defensive 
end.

Coughlin said the team is con-
sidering all its options, with the 
most obvious being enticing the 
36-year-old Strahan to come out 
of retirement. He retired in 
June, ending a 15-year career 

highlighted by the Giants’ stun-
ning Super Bowl victory over 
the unbeaten New England 
Patriots.

Coughlin recently talked with 
Strahan about his new career 
working on Fox’s pregame NFL 
show on Sundays.

“The only thing I talked with 
Michael about was his new chal-
lenge, moving forward in his 
new assignment, and he was 
very excited about that,” 
Coughlin said.

Agent Tony Agnone said the 
Giants have not contacted him 
to ask about Strahan, who is out 
of the country on vacation.

“Obviously, he loves the Giants 
and obviously he is working for 
Fox,” Agnone said in a telephone 
interview with The Associated 
Press. “Right now he is relaxing 
and getting ready for his Fox 
gig.”

Strahan missed all of training 
camp last season while mulling 
retirement. 

He reported to the team a little 
more than a week before the sea-
son opener and played well.

However, he trained while 
thinking about retirement last 
year and was in good shape.

The Giants open the season on 
Sept. 4 against the Washington 
Redskins.

While Justin Tuck has replaced 
Strahan at left end, replacing 
Umenyiora at right end will not 
be easy. 

He had 40½ sacks over the last 
four seasons, including a fran-
chise-record six against the 
Philadelphia Eagles on Sept. 30 
at Giants Stadium.

Coughlin currently has three 
choices to replace Umenyiora. 
He can start either Renaldo 
Wynn, the veteran free agent 
who was signed in the offseason, 
or second-year pro Dave 
Tollefson, who played well late 
last season in a backup role.

The other option would be to 
move strongside linebacker 

Mathias Kiwanuka back to 
defensive end. He was switched 
to linebacker last year so the 
team could put its best 11 play-
ers on the field.

“I haven’t talked to any of the 
players or to Kiwi or anyone this 
afternoon, and until I do that, I 
will just refrain from any 
thoughts about what might hap-
pen within our team,” Coughlin 
said.

The coach said losing a player 
in a preseason game is difficult.

“I think it’s the number one 
thing that brings frustration, 
anxiety, and knots in your stom-
ach, all the things that go along 
with the injury to the players 
which do not allow your team to 
function as it is presented on 
paper,” Coughlin said. “Those 
types of things are very difficult 
for coaches, no matter what age 
you are.”
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Announcements
ADOPTION: FACED with an 
unplanned pregnancy? Com-
passionate Agency represents 
loving, financially stable cou-
ples. You choose your baby’s 
family. Ongoing pictures, up-
dates. Assistance Available. 
1-866-236-7638. 24/7.

BEDAZZLE
E CENTER

1710 E. FM 700
Big Spring, Tx.

* High Speed Internet Access
@ 12.00 per hour

* Scanning...Faxing...Copying
* Surf the Web...Check E-Mail
* Play on-line sweepstakes
* Free computer classes...
Learn how to scan your 
documents and make digital
files on cd.

* Work Stations Available for
word processing.

* WI-FI access available for
your laptop computer.

Hours: 
Sunday thru Saturday 
9am until 12 midnight

432-935-6338
bedazzamusement@

yahoo.com

Business Opportunity
“BE YOUR OWN BOSS” 
Desert Equipment is offering 
Up to 20% Commission Oppor-
tunities in leasing small indus-
trial/ oilfield rentals. “You make 
the Call” - “We do the Rest” In-
cluding the leasing, billing, 
hauling & set up of light towers, 
water trailers, generators, trash 
trailers, pressure washers, 
trash pumps & travel trailers. 
For more information call 
(432)559-5861.

FAST CASH! Thousands per 
Day! No Selling. No explaining 
or convincing. Serious people 
only ready to use a proven sys-
tem to generate huge returns. 
1-888-248-1796.

Cemetery Lots
2 CEMETERY Lots- $1500.00 
for both. “Garden of Canaan” 
at Trinity Memorial. Call 
432-267-8191.

2 LOTS at Trinity Memorial 
Cemetery. Side-by-side. Fully 
developed Garden of Levenon 
Section. Estimated value 
$3,000.00 Asking $2,045.00 in-
cludes transfer fee. Call 
(781)335-1918 Weymouth, MA.

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Garage Sales
TRADING POST 
Buy  Sell  Trade

1307 Gregg
432-264-1692

Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm
Roll-a-way bed, furniture, 
clothes, dishes, antiques, jew-
elry, collectibles, books, Elvis 
Records. Much More.

Help Wanted
32ND JUDICIAL District CSCD 
(Adult Probation) has an open-
ing in Sweetwater, Texas for a 
Community Supervision Offi-
cer. Salary Range 
$28,500-$40,000. Call 
(325)235-2608 for application.

Seeking Enthusiastic and Out-
going Attendants to Assist Cli-
ents in the Home with Personal 
Care, Meal Prep. and Light 
Housekeeping. Part-time Call 
1-800-458-3257 EOE.

Seeking Enthusiastic and Out-
going Attendants/ CNA’s to As-
sist Clients in the Home with 
Personal Care, Meal Prep. and 
Light Housekeeping. Part-time 
Call 1-800-201-5904 EOE.

BIG SPRING Oil Company in 
business for 20 years, needs a 
Experienced Drilling Superin-
tendent to over see two com-
pany owned drilling rigs.  Must 
be able to pass a drug test. 
Competitive pay and benefits. 
Most work within 60 miles of 
Big Spring or Snyder. Send re-
sumes to PO Box 1870 Big 
Spring, TX 79721.

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING oil company 
needs a experienced Driller 
and Rough Necks. Must be 
able  to pass drug test. Com-
petitive salary and limited 
benefits. Most work within 60 
miles of Big Spring and Sny-
der.  If interested please  call 
(432)267-6654.

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:
* Crew Tech
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. No 
phone calls please.  Must have 
a valid TX drivers license and 
pass mandatory drug test.

CDL DRIVERS needed. Vac-
uum truck. Experience pre-
ferred, but not necessary. Must 
pass drug test. Call 
(432)466-3838.

CLASS A CDL drivers needed. 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DOT DRUG TEST. Please call 
432-264-2976 or 264-2975.

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. $200.00 
Hiring Bonus after 60 days. 
Great starting wage- $7.00 an 
hour, plus delivery compensa-
tion, plus tips. We more than 
compensate for high gas 
prices. Got experience? Work 
for Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY for career 
minded individual with experi-
ence in Real Estate, Title or 
Escrow Closings. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. 
Please respond to P.O. Box 
189, Big Spring, TX 79721.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring Sales 
and Loan Representatives 
Full-time & Part-time. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

GARTMAN REFRIGERATION
need Certified HVAC and ex-
perienced plumber.   Apply in 
person,   3206 E. FM 700.

GENERAL MAINTENANCE.
Must have at least 1 year main-
tenance experience. Abilities to 
include: Painting experience 
with both brush and roller; gen-
eral plumbing, general sheet-
rock repair and texture. Must 
have own tools, ability to take 
after hour and weekend calls; 
valid TX drivers license and li-
ability insurance. Drug Free 
work place; health insurance 
and other benefits offered. 
Please come by Bent Tree 
Apartments, 1 Courtney Place 
to fill out an application.

GREAT PAY
& BENEFITS!

Hiring class CDL Drivers. 
Clean MVR. Also need Shop 
Mechanice. Call 432-756-2875 
or apply at Key Energy, West 
I-20 South Service Road, Stan-
ton, TX.

Help Wanted
HOUSEKEEPING NEEDED-
above average wage. Must be 
hard working and dependable. 
Pick up application at Holiday 
Inn Express, 1109 N. Ayles-
ford.

JOB OPENING- Office skills, 
phone communications, and 
drafting experience a plus. 
Mon.-Fri. Apply at 805 East 
3rd, Big Spring. No Phone 
Please.

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

Full and Part Time 
All Shifts including

PRN and Weekend Doubles
Certified Nurse Aide(s)

Licensed Vocational Nurse(s)
$$$ New Pay Rates $$$

We recognize our employees 
are our greatest asset.

providing flexible schedules, 
a great place to work and 

more....
Great Benefits Package

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432)268-8387
Fax (432)268-1987 

badominguez@
sears-methodist.com

CONTACT US TODAY!
“Equal Opportunity Employer”

LICENSED HAIR Stylist 
needed at Uptown Salon. Full 
or Part time. Also need Li-
censed Massage Therapist. 
Established Business. Great 
Location. Call 432-816-9027.

LIGHT ASSEMBLY, Great 
Job! Warm in the winter, cool in 
the summer, everyone gets 
along. Non-smokers, will drug 
test. 40 hrs/wk steady. Bene-
fits. $9/hr with raise after 90 
days. Delta Lightning.

LIVE IN housekeeper helper 
for vision impaired couple in 
Gail, TX. Valid drivers’ license 
and good references required. 
Call (806)756-4397.

LOOKING FOR a mature per-
son to work in a Medical Office.  
Please send resume to P.O. 
Box 1551, Big Spring, Texas 
79721.

MONSTER MUD Pits is now 
hiring field and shop welders. 
Valid drivers license required. 
Please call 432-413-5881 for 
an application.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS Earn 
up to $150 per day. Under 
cover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments EXP. Not RE. 
CALL 1-877-358-6220.

NEED CLEANING person for 
one days a week for our home. 
Call (432)213-0775.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING full time/ part 
time employees at WES-T-GO.  
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT 
LIVING is seeking a part time 
Resident Clerk. This position is 
shift work from 8:00am to 
4:30pm and 4:30pm to 
12:30am; week ends required. 
Duties include facilitating activi-
ties, light housekeeping, assist-
ing in during meal times, etc. 
Must be able to multitask and 
be active. Apply in person at 
501 W. 17th Street.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

Help Wanted
PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is now hiring Certified 
Nurse Assistants for all shifts.
If you are not certified but have 
a passion for the nursing field, 
we will send you to school!
Come by today or fill out an ap-
plication online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net
3200 Parkway, Big Spring, 
Texas.

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Call (432)267-6027, 
(432)213-1186.

PART-TIME VAN Driver 
wanted for Canterbury. Must 
have clean driving record and 
pass criminal history check. 
Responsible for driving resi-
dents to Doctor Appointments 
and to run errands. Must have 
good people skills. We assist 
residents with get on and off 
the van and running wheelchair 
lift. Hourly wage $8.00 and 
$10.00 per hour DOE. Pick up 
application at 1700 Lancaster.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING.
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an-
nually including Federal Bene-
fits and OT. Placed by ad-
Source, not USPS who hires.
1-866-795-4058.

SACKER POSITION- 40 Hrs. 
per week,10am-7pm. Must be 
able to work Saturdays. Apply 
in person only!!! Bargain Mart 
403 Runnels.

SECURITY FINANCE
Due to rapid expansion

Manager Trainee’s
Wanted

We offer: Competitive salary 
rapid advancement opportuni-
ties in eleven states. Paid 
medical and life insurance, 
paid sick days, paid holidays 
and vacation days. Optional 
dental and disability Insurance. 
Profit Sharing Plan, 401K Plan, 
exceptional employee savings 
plan.  Some Travel Required.

Apply in person:
Security Finance

501 East 3rd.
Big Spring, Tx.

SERVICE COORDINATOR.
Full time position with excellent 
benefits. Office experience re-
quired. Apply in person, Trinity 
Memorial Park, 5 miles south 
on Highway 87, Big Spring.

VETERINARIAN TECH. Duties 
includes assisting doctor, tak-
ing care of animals, weekend 
hours. No experience needed. 
Full time position. Apply at 
Brock Veterinary in Lamesa. 
Call (806)872-3183.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are background 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
$299. NEW Queen wrought 
iron bed with mattress set, still 
packaged.  (432)664-8980.

1999 GLASSTRON Inboard 
Great Shape. Sacrifice 
$5,000.00. Also have 2 
Sea-Doo Jet skies on Tandon 
trailer. Runs Great $6,000.00. 
Call (432)263-2306 or 
268-3738 leave message.

Items for Sale
2 TWIN Mattress Sets $95. per 
set. Can separate. Must sell. 
(432)664-8980.

A NEW full size Pillow Top 
Mattress set. Still in plastic with 
factory warranty, $130. 
(432)664-8980.

BED ALL new  pillow top set, 
Queen size in plastic $150. 
Factory warranty. 
(432)664-8980.

NO SPRINGS No coils memory 
foam mattress set new in plas-
tic. $550. (432)664-8980.

PILLOW TOP King mattress 
with box and warranty never 
slept on. Will sell for $235. 
(432)664-8980.

Jobs Wanted
LOOKING to Do In-Home 
Baby-sitting. I love kids and 
want to spend more time with 
my own kids. Please call Sher-
ree at (432)935-9177 or 
935-4695.

Lost and Found
LOST WHITE Papillon with 
blond cap. Lost in Highland 
area. Answers to Dejavu 
Please call 432-263-2306.

Miscellaneous
CHERRY SLED bedroom set, 
queen bed, dresser, mirror, 
nightstand, still boxed, $880. 
can del. 
806-549-3110...........................
COMPLETE NEW 5 pc bed-
room set. Still boxed. Worth 
$1300, take 4490. Can del. 
806-438-0081.

KING MISSION bedroom set, 
all wood, bed, dresser, mirror, 
nightstand, Only $980, still 
boxed. 806-549-3110.

STORAGE UNITS Available!
10x20, $75.  (432)466-9277.

National Ads
"CAN YOU Dig It?" Heavy 
Equipment School. 3wk train-
ing program. Backhoes, Bull-
dozers, Trackhoes. Local job 
placement asst. Start digging 
dirt Now. 866-362-6497. 

$$CASH$$ IMMEDIATE Cash 
for Structured Settlements, An-
nuities, Lawsuits, & Cash 
Flows. J.G. Wentworth #1 
(866)494-3711.

$600 WEEKLY Potential $$$ 
Helping the government PT. 
No Experience. No Selling 
Call: 1-888-213-5225 Ad Code: 
J15 (Void In Maryland). 

***FREE FORECLOSURE List-
ings*** Over 200,000 proper-
ties nationwide. Low down pay-
ment. Call now! 
1-800-528-7968.

2008 TOYOTA Corolla. Take 
on a payment of $119; with $0 
down. Bad credit is OK. toll 
free 1-888-472-7811 or visit 
www.CarZoomLeads.com for 
details. dlr. 

ADOPT A HOMELESS PET! 
25% of shelter pets are pure-
bred -see thousands of 
adoptable puppies, kittens and 
more at Petfinder.com 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING ñ 
Train for high paying Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid 
if qualified - Job placement as-
sistance. CALL Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance 
(888)349-5387. 

ATTEND COLLEGE 100% 
ONLINE - Military Tuition As-
sistance - *Medical, *Business, 
*Paralegal, *Computers, 
*Criminal Justice. Job place-
ment assistance. Computer 
available. Call 800-509-5085 
www.CenturaOnline.com

BLOWN HEAD GASKET? 
State of the art 2-part carbon 
metallic chemical process. Re-
pair yourself. 100% guaran-
teed. 1-866-780-9041; 
www.RXHP.com

COMPLETE T-SHIRT PRINT 
SHOP! $1195.00+shipping 
Silkscreen equipment, sup-
plies+training video. Free Bro-
chure. Video & Manual only 
$19.95. 
www.homecashbusiness.com 
1-800-311-8962. 

DR. JOEL Kaplan, FDA Ap-
proved Medical Vacuum 
Pumps, Viagra, Testosterone, 
Cialis. Gain 1"-3" permanently. 
FREE Brochures!! 
619-294-7777 Code HOME-
TOWN 24/7, se habla espanol 
www.GetBiggerToday.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT REPRESENTATIVE POSITION
The Big Spring Herald is seeking a business minded individual to manage accounts in 
our advertising department. We are looking for someone who is interested in unlimited 
earnings while working with local businesses.

If you enjoy working with the public, are a team player, organized, detailed, creative and 
interested in becoming a part of the community, we would like to talk to you about the 
opportunity to earn a comfortable living.

employer.

Apply at 710 Scurry, or send resume to:

Rick Nunez
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721

or fax:
(432) 264-7205

email to:
advertising@bigspringherald.com

29839

We are currently seeking a Home Care Aid, RN and LVN in 
the Big Spring area. It is an honor to care for our employees

packages, supportive work environment, tuition assistance and 
online CE courses. Opportunities for advancement are offered 
to all who work hard with a great attitude. Happiness & joy are 
cornerstones of our workplace.

Prefer an HCA, RN and LVN with 1 year Home Healthcare

12994
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES
Chico and Sons

Concrete
(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

All Types Concrete Work
Block & Brick Repair

Trenching & Tractor Service
& Landscaping

Tommy Campbell 
Concrete

Contractors
(432) 466-0623 2006 Runnels
(432) 935-3644 Big Spring,TX 79720

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e :
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set: $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Johnson Air Conditioning, 
Heating & Sheet Metal

Duct Work

We Carry All Air 
Conditioning Parts, 

Filters & Belts

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

NAIL SALON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

CONCRETECONCRETE

AC & HEATING

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

Reduced
1003, 1011 E. 11th
11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Benny Marquez-

CONCRETE

(Next To Wal-Mart)

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Oilfield Service

L.C. Sandblasting Inc 
Oilfield Service
432-213-3399

Sandblasting Coating/Painting
Backhoe Tank Repair
Dirt Work Fiberglass Repair
Dump Truck Welding

Landon Wegner 12
52

7

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
LAWN SERVICE
* Weed Eating

* Edging * Mowing

CALL HENRY
(432) 268-3065

10
73

3

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33

8

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

Lawn Service

Top Notch
Lawn Service

12
51

8

HOME IMPROVEMENT

L & R 
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home 
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions, 

Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone, 
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets, 
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540
or E-mail us at

lrconstruction@suddenlink.net 10
83

1

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

WEBSITE

The
Big Spring 

Herald
CHECK OUT OUR

WEBSITE:

www.bigspringherald.com

WELDING
Bar-B-Q Pits

Ornamental Iron Work
Car Ports-Fences-Gates-

Handrails
Portable Welding

V.H. Morris
Welding Service

2300 S. Williams Rd.
Big Spring, Tx 79720

432-263-6908 12
63

8

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

REMODELING

12
63

8
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®: Advice for those in need

KKATHYATHY MMITCHELLITCHELL
MMARCYARCY SSUGARUGAR

National Ads
FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS! 
Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $48 per 
hour / No Experience Full 
Benefits / Paid Training 
1-866-409-2663 ext. 22 Closed 
Sundays.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get 
paid to shop! Retail/Dining es-
tablishments need undercover 
clients to judge quality/cus-
tomer service. Earn up to $150 
a day. Call 1-877-306-3966.

NEED A career???? Become a 
Nationally Certified Heating/AC 
Tech. 3.5wk Nationally Accred-
ited program. Get 
EPA/OSHA/NCCER Certified. 
Local Job Placement. Financ-
ing Available 1-877-994-9904. 

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K /yr. 
incl. Fed. Benefits and OT. 
Placed by adSource, not USPS 
who hires. 1-866-483-1059.

SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET .69 p/m 
Ladies Free!! 1-800-201-TALK

TRUCK DRIVERS
Wanted-Best Pay and Home 
Time! Apply Online Today over 
750 Companies! One Applica-
tion, Hundreds of Offers! 
http://hammerlanejobs.com

On the Farm
NEW

MAHINDRA
TRACTORS

6011 E. Hwy. 80
Midland, TX 

(Take exit 144 off I-20, 
located on N. Service Rd. 

of Bus. 20.)
Full service dealership
Hours 8am-6pm M-F

8am-noon Sat.
CULTIVATE YOUR DREAMS

0% interest up to 60 Months on 
selected models. Mahindra 
Tractors have better traction, 
stability and control. Mahindra 
will push more, pull more and 
lift more. 
www.beenetractors.com

Real Estate for Rent
1009 EAST 15th. Available 
Sept. 1st. $800. Month, $800. 
deposit. Credit Report & Refer-
ences Required. 2/2 Bath plus 
Guest House. Call 
432-816-9381.

102 West 13th. One Bedroom 
Duplex. $450.00 month, 
$500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)264-6611.

1407 PRINCETON, 3 bed-
room, 1 bath, CH/A.  $650.00 
month,  $500.00 deposit. Call 
432-263-1792.

1504 Wood. 2 bdrm Duplex. 
$350.00 month, $500.00 de-
posit.  Call (432)264-6611.

OFFICE BUILDING Strip Cen-
ter. 614 Gregg. 1200 sq. feet. 
Parking front and rear. $850. 
month. 432-267-7449.

RV SPACES, 3 miles outside 
city. $410.00 month. Includes- 
Electric, water, sewer and gar-
bage. Covered vehicle space 
available- extra charge. Call 
254-643-1145, 325-370-6743.

SOUTH PLAINS APTS
1, 2, & 3 Bdrms.
432-714-4840

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 & 2 Bedrooms

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale
10 PLUS acres, East I-20 front-
age, Sand Springs w/rental in-
come- $80,000. One acres off 
Gail Hwy, Big Spring- $5,000. 
One acre w/water well and 
septic- $7,500. Also One lot on 
Blackman Ave.- $2,000. Call 
254-643-1145.

2,400 SQ Ft. home on 18 acres 
in CISD. 3/2 with office, garage 
& carport. Large barn, arena, 
excellent fences. Call 
(432)394-4183 or 
(432)816-9441.

2513 CENTRAL. 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, one car garage, newly re-
modeled with new kitchen cabi-
nets, tile floors, paint, and up-
dated bathrooms. Ready to 
Move In! $99,750. Call 
(432)816-1330.

3/2 HOME 2400 sq. feet with 
double garage on .8 acres near 
Tubbs addition. Forsan ISD. 
$169,500.00. Additional acre-
age available. Possible Owner 
Financing.  512-940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Real Estate for Sale
3001 S. Moss Lake Rd. 4 bed-
room, 2 bath home on 5 fenced 
acres. Barn with corrals, stor-
age building. Beautiful quiet 
setting. $182,000. Call 
(432)393-5694.

905 RUNNELS. Two bedroom, 
one bath, CH/A, large living 
area. $35,000. Call 
(432)816-1259 or 
(432)213-4248.

922 CULP. Coahoma, 3, 2-1/2 
2 car garage, fireplace, 
screened porch, corner lot, 
landscaped with water well for 
yard, move in ready. Call 
(432)394-4375, (432)268-3451.

BY OWNER 3 Bdrm, 3 bath, 
2600sq. ft. 3202 Greenbrier 
Ave. in College Park Estates. 
$152,000. Call 432-263-7168. 
See listing 
www.owners.com/DAJ2456

JUST CANT Beat It! Price, lo-
cation, Energy efficiency & 
cleanliness. 3/2 great yard, up-
dated kitchen & bath. Call for 
details Home Realtor, 
432-263-1284, #MLS 74922.

OWNER FINANCED-Easy 
Terms. 1307 Mt. Vernon and 
1411 Sycamore. Call TruStar 
Realty (432)264-8166.

LAND FOR Sale: Morgan 
Ranch Estate. 6.76 acres with 
water well. Beautiful view. 
Great Building Site.  Call 
432-816-6560. 

JUST LISTED!! Beautiful- 3 
bedroom, 2 bath, Country 
Home on 9.60 acres. 
$210,000.. Call Linda Leonard 
432-263-1284 or Home Real-
tors 263-1284.

NICE COUNTRY Home close 
to town. 3 Bdrm, 1 bath, den, 
carport, fenced yard. Com-
pletely remodeled. 2.44 Acres, 
CH/A. $75,000. 1802 Eubanks. 
Call 432-267-8971.

OWNER FINANCED- 2715 
Central 3/2, fireplace, 1696sq. 
feet.  440sq ft shop, $119,500. 
10% Down. $1040. Monthly. 
Call   (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCED- 3241 
Drexel 3/2, fireplace, garage, 
$99,500.00. 10% Down. 
$865.00 Monthly. Call 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

REMODELED THREE bed-
room, two bath, garage. New 
carpet, tile, built in appliances. 
Call (325)207-3434 or 
(806)283-3736.

SALE or LEASE. Coahoma 
ISD. 4-Bdrm, 3-bath, (3800sq. 
ft.), 4 car garage, shops. 3 plus 
acres, w/rental property with 
potential to make $40,000.00 
per year.  254-643-1145, 
325-370-6743.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Services Offered
TUPPERWARE, 
BEAUTICONTROL and Girls 
Night Out Parties. Call Mary, 
(432)816-2780 to book your at 
home, online or catalog party 
or receive a personal catalog. 

Vehicles
1988 CHEVROLET pickup, 
V-8, long bed, needs overhaul. 
$500. as is. 1986 Nissan Sen-
tra 4-dr. needs overhaul., $400.  
as is. 2-3/8 inch oilfiled pipe. 
600 ft. $1.50 a ft. Bill Chrane 
Carwash, 1301 East 3rd, 
(432)213-0426

1996 KAWASAKI Vulcan 
500cc clean. New battery, 
windshield, tires 18,000 miles. 
Runs Great for $2,100. See @ 
4059 Vicky St. or call 
(432)935-3196.

1999 DYNA Super Glide HD 
Motorcycle. Mint condition, al-
ways been garaged. Low 
miles, great shape and lots of 
extras. $9,000.00. Call Chad, 
after 5:00  (432)267-4834.

PRICE REDUCED!!!!!!!!!!
2002 Yamaha Roadstar Sil-
verado. Like new condition. 
15000 Miles on bike, 800 miles 
on tires.  Call after 6:30pm cell 
(432)553-3876 or 
(432)267-1090.

Legals
Public Hearing

The District Judge will conduct a 
public hearing on the salaries of 
the Auditor, Assistant Auditors, and 
Court Reporter. Citizens are invited 
to attend and comment.
The hearing will be held at 9:00 am 
on September 10, 2008 at the 
118th District Court Building, 312 
Scurry Street, Big Spring, TX. 
Signed:  Jackie Olson
County Auditor
#5878 August 25, 2008

Legals
Public Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
TO DISCUSS BIG SPRING INDE-
PENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S:

State Financial 
Accountability Rating

The Big Spring Independent 
School District’s Board of Trustee’s 
will hold a public meeting at 5:15 
P.M. on September 11, 2008, in 
the Big Spring High School Board 
Room, 707 East 11th Place, Big 
Spring, Texas.
The purpose of this meeting is to 
discuss the Big Spring Independent 
School District’s rating on the 
state’s financial accountability sys-
tem.
#5887 August 25 & September 1, 
2008

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
The moon's move from

brainy Gemini into feel-
ing Cancer
is like mov-
ing from the
c r o s s w o r d
puzzle in the
n e w s p a p e r
to the fun-
nies section.
In the transi-
tion, we may
decide we're
w a s t i n g
time, or lose
interest alto-
gether in
what it is we're doing,
mid-word. The people and
activities that make us
feel warm and fuzzy
inside will get our atten-
tion.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You're trying to turn
in good work and still
have a so-called "life." Go
ahead and do the adven-
ture, book the trip, take
the class. Things get easi-
er for you. You'll find a
way to make it all work. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You've set your aspi-
rations high. Some would
call it silly. Even you
would have thought this
task to be impossible a
few years ago. But you did
it anyway, and now it's all
paying off. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). After much delibera-
tion over a rather tricky
decision, you're probably
tired of thinking about it.
You might even dive reck-
lessly in a random direc-
tion and just hope for the
best. And the best is
exactly what will come of
it. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You're wary of sign-

ing onto the latest, great-
est thing, whether it's a
cell phone plan or a new
relationship. You're all
about the tried and true
lately, and your loyalty is
not misplaced. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
The strange occurrence of
the day (and lately it
seems like you get at least
one per 24 hours) requires
you to exercise muscles
you didn't even know you
had. Those "muscles" may
be actual parts of your
body or emotional in
nature.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Your every cell is
vibrating with energy.
You've got it in your mind
that you will do whatever
it takes to feed your soul.
This is no time for com-
promise. Speak up and
say what you really, real-
ly want. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Your nature is to seek
someone, or more likely
many people, to share
with. There's no problem
finding quality company
now. Even small
exchanges are manifesta-
tions of your love. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). There's research to be
done. The facts are not as
readily available as you'd
like them to be. Your first
attempts may provide you
with very little informa-
tion, but keep at it until
you get what you're after. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Your attitude
makes life fun. Whether
you're packing lunch for
your family, or serving up
stock tips, you're provid-
ing what the customer
needs and doing it with
style. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You're crunching
numbers, skimping on
extras, massaging the
deal to make it go through
-- there's almost nothing
you can't make happen
when you put your mind
to it. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). There's a bit of emo-
tional housecleaning
going on. Chuck a drain-
ing relationship to make
room for a loving one.
Tonight pushes you out of
the mundane and into
something magical.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). If you're not attaining
the thing you most want,
it's likely because your
attention is too spread
out. A Taurus or Scorpio
can help you narrow your
focus to a single, achiev-
able purpose.

ASTROLOGICAL QUES-
TIONS: "I'm just starting
to get to know a Taurus.
What's are the flaws asso-
ciated with this sign? I
want to be ready!"

The funny thing
about flaws is how clearly
they're the inverse of our
strengths. Taurus people
often have the
flaw/strength of being
extremely stubborn. They
can get stuck on one note
and stay there for a
mighty long time. Yet this
is also a gift; they don't
easily give up their
dreams or people they
love. An ability to reduce
life's complexity to its
simplest elements is simi-
larly a curse and a bless-
ing. Taurus folk excel at
naming the obvious,
breaking things down --
helpful for those of us
who find the obvious elu-

sive. However, life can be
complicated, and people,
complex. That's a reality,
too. As such, processing a
situation with emotional
complexity, or being part-
nered with a dramatic
person, can be difficult
for the sensible earth
sign. Finally, be straight-
forward with a Taurus
about your desire to know
their flaws -- and every-
thing else. The bull
respects tact and human
courtesy more than you
realize. If you really want
them to open up to you,
offer them a cup of tea
and plant yourself on
their sofa. They'll reveal,
through actions and
words, who they really
are. In short, they'll dish
their own dirt. 

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Does Virgo Rachael Ray
attract criticism? It's an
on-the-job hazard of being
aligned with the sign of
self-improvement -- occa-
sionally the world mir-
rors her personal inner
striving for perfection.
With six luminaries in
Virgo, Rachael is a super-
Virgo, super-industrious
and supersensitive. She
isn't immune to criticism,
but you might not know it
from the way she exudes
can-do and competence. 

If you would like to write
to Holiday Mathis, please
go to www.creators.com
and click on "Write the
Author" on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

Dear Annie: My wife
and I have been married
nearly 50 years. For the
last 20, there has been no
sex, which is her wish.
We do not fuss or fight,
and I am sure our friends
think everything is fine
with us.

I have tried several
times to talk to my wife
about her lack of interest
in sex, but she gets very
upset. About 15 years ago,
I convinced her to go
with me for counseling,
but after two sessions,
she said she was not
going back because there
was no benefit for her.

I have several female
friends and that is all
they are -- friends. I asked
my wife if it bothers her
that I have female
friends, and she said she
doesn't care what I do as
long as I leave her alone.
We have briefly discussed
divorce, but it really isn't
an option because we are
both retired and most of
our income is from my
retirement plan. We live
comfortably but modest-
ly. If we divorced, I am
sure our income would be
split 50-50 and neither of
us could live on that.

Our children are plan-
ning a 50th anniversary
party, but I just don't feel
it's appropriate. We
haven't been married in
any real sense for the last
20 years. I have tried to
talk the kids out of the
idea without divulging
too much information,
but they think I'm just
being modest. I really
don't know how to handle
this. Should I simply let

the kids go ahead with
their plans? -- Not Really
Married

Dear Not Married: Yes.
Marriage includes ups
and downs, good times
and bad. Sex is only one
aspect of a relationship.
Focus on the happy times
you've had in your mar-
riage -- we're sure there
must be a great many --
and your wife's good qual-
ities. You've been in a bad
spell for 20 years
(although we suspect
your wife thinks other-
wise), but you've still
been together for a half-
century and your chil-
dren want to mark the
occasion. Please let them. 

Dear Annie: My friend's
parents died a few years
ago. During the reading
of their will, the lawyer
presented my friend with
her adoption papers. It
was quite a shock, as she
had no knowledge of this
secret. 

My friend has several
siblings, who, according
to the will, are her par-
ents' biological children.
What bothers her is that
her birth certificate lists
the same parents as those
of her siblings. How can
that be? -- Confused

Dear Confused: Birth
certificates are issued by
the county for every child
born. However, adoptive
parents can request an
amended birth certificate
to reflect the new infor-
mation, replacing the
birth parents' names with
those of the adoptive par-
ents. The original record
is then sealed. If your
friend wants a copy of her
original birth certificate,
it may be possible to get

one if her state permits
the records to be opened. 

Dear Annie: This is for
"Shell Shocked," whose
wife left him suddenly
after 25 years of mar-
riage. My husband did
the same thing to me. 

Moving on is great
advice. Counseling is
debatable. After two
years, I have finally man-
aged to get my life going
forward. As for counsel-
ing, I don't want any. I
know full well what hap-
pened with my husband's
midlife crisis. I was
betrayed and discarded.
My ex is a selfish, back-
stabbing, cheating pig,
and I will hate him until
the day I die. If he dies
first, I can dance on his
grave. 

I don't need a therapist
to tell me how to deal
with this. My hate makes
me strong. I believe it is
healthy. There is nothing
to be gained by forgiving
someone who has done
you wrong. -- Bitter Ex-
Wife

Dear Bitter: And you
don't want counseling?
Honey, you are a walking
advertisement for thera-
py. Anger can be healthy,
but hate is destructive.
After two years, to be so
filled with bitterness is
going to eat you alive.
Forgiveness isn't for his
sake. It's for yours. Please
reconsider.

Dear Annie: My mother
is 84 and lives in
California. She's mentally
competent but suffers
from a variety of illnesses
and is on medication for
depression and high
blood pressure. She's also
been taking sleeping pills
since my father's death
seven years ago. 

Mom is adamant about
staying in the family
home, so my sisters and I
have tried to get her the
tools she needs to remain
independent: the medical
alert medallion she refus-
es to wear because it's
"ugly," the cell phone she
keeps on the charger
instead of in her purse,
the cane she doesn't use. 

I live in Hawaii and fly
out to see Mom three or
four times a year. When

she fell last winter and
broke her arm, I took
care of her. I hired an
aide to come when I had
to go back home, but
Mom canceled the serv-
ice. She is unable to take
care of the house, but
won't get help. My
younger sister lives near-
by and cleans the house
and runs errands, but she
has young children and
it's taking a toll on her
family life. My older sis-
ter and I have both invit-
ed Mom to live with us,
but she won't move away
from her grandchildren
or siblings, who rarely
visit. Also, she likes her
doctors. 

Mom recently had a
heart attack and was in a
nursing facility for a few
weeks. It did wonders for
her. When she was
released, she was
assigned a visiting nurse
and physical therapist,
but Mom told them to
stop coming and now she
stays in bed all day. Her
neighbors don't look in on
her and she has no
friends in the area. None
of us can afford to keep
flying to her rescue and
the stress is wearing on
us. Any advice? --
Worried in Hawaii 

Dear Worried: Your
mother may have passed
a test for mental compe-
tency, but she should be
given a test to determine
executive functioning --
demonstrating the ability
to make decisions and
understand the conse-
quences. Notify her doc-
tor of your concerns and
suggest a more detailed
evaluation, and ask if
there is a geriatric assess-
ment clinic that might
make a house call since
Mom is not getting
around. You also should
call Adult Protective
Services and ask them to
check in on her. There's
only so much you can do
with a recalcitrant parent
who refuses help.
Sometimes you just have
to wait for the crash.

Annie's Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column.
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This Date 
In History

Today is Monday, Aug. 25, the 
238th day of 2008. There are 128 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Aug. 25, 1944, during World 

War II, Paris was liberated by 
Allied forces after four years of 
Nazi occupation.

On this date:
In 1825, Uruguay declared inde-

pendence from Brazil.
In 1875, Capt. Matthew Webb 

became the first person to swim 
the English Channel, getting from 
Dover, England, to Calais, France, 
in 22 hours.

In 1916, the National Park 
Service was established within 
the Department of the Interior.

In 1921, the United States signed 
a peace treaty with Germany.

In 1928, an expedition led by 
Richard E. Byrd set sail from 
Hoboken, N.J., on its journey to 
Antarctica.

In 1943, U.S. forces liberated 
New Georgia in the Solomon 
Islands from the Japanese during 
World War II.

In 1958, President Eisenhower 
signed a measure providing pen-
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sions for former U.S. presidents 
and their widows.

In 1958, the game show 
“Concentration” premiered on 
NBC-TV.

In 1981, the U.S. spacecraft 
Voyager 2 came within 63,000 miles 
of Saturn’s cloud cover, sending 
back pictures of and data about the 
ringed planet.

In 1985, Samantha Smith, 13, the 
schoolgirl whose letter to Yuri V. 
Andropov resulted in her famous 
peace tour of the Soviet Union, 
died with her father in an airliner 
crash in Auburn, Maine.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Van 
Johnson is 92. Game show host 
Monty Hall is 87. Actor Sean 
Connery is 78. Actor Page Johnson 
is 78. Talk show/game show host 
Regis Philbin is 77. Actor Tom 
Skerritt is 75. Jazz musician 
Wayne Shorter is 75. Movie direc-
tor Hugh Hudson is 72. Actor David 
Canary is 70. Movie director John 
Badham is 69. Filmmaker Marshall 
Brickman is 67. Rhythm-and-blues 
singer Walter Williams (The 
O’Jays) is 66. Actor Anthony Heald 
is 64. Actress Anne Archer is 61. 
Rock singer-actor Gene Simmons 
is 59. Actor John Savage is 59. 
Country singer-musician Henry 
Paul (Outlaws; Blackhawk) is 59. 
Rock singer Rob Halford is 57. 
Rock musician Geoff Downes 
(Asia) is 56. Rock singer Elvis 

Costello is 54. Movie director Tim 
Burton is 50. Actress Ally Walker 
is 47. Country singer Billy Ray 
Cyrus is 47. Rock musician Vivian 
Campbell (Def Leppard) is 46. Actor 
Blair Underwood is 44. Rap DJ 
Terminator X (Public Enemy) is 
42. Alternative country singer Jeff 
Tweedy (Wilco) is 41. Actor David 
Alan Basche is 40. Television chef 
Rachael Ray is 40. Country singer 
Jo Dee Messina is 38. Model 
Claudia Schiffer is 38. Country 
singer Brice Long is 37. Actor Eric 
Millegan is 34. Actor Kel Mitchell 
is 30. Actress Rachel Bilson (“The 
O.C.”) is 27. Actor Josh Flitter is 
14.

Thought for Today: “The final 
lesson of history: ‘Let’s never go 
back there again!’” — Friedrich 
Nietzsche, German philosopher 
(1844-1900).

® 2008 The Associated Press.


