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By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

With most budgets al-
ready stretched by sky-
rocketing fuel and grocery 
costs, the statewide tax 
holiday aimed at back-to-
school supplies slated Fri-
day through Sunday may 
come as a breath of fresh 
air.

Texas Comptroller Su-
san Combs said the overall 
savings from the tax holi-
day is expected to be more 
than $50 million this year.

“We estimate shoppers 
will save about $54 mil-
lion in sales tax during the 
sales tax holiday, includ-
ing approximately $42.1 
million in state sales tax 
and $11.9 million in local 
sales taxes,” said Combs. 

During the tax holiday 
weekend, most clothing 
and shoes priced less than 
$100 can be purchased tax 
free, according to Combs, 
with the tax break apply-
ing to both children and 
adult apparel.

And while the holiday 
— which, according to 
Texas officials has saved 
shoppers more than $388 
million in state and local 
sales taxes since it was 
introduced in 1999 — will 
certainly have a positive 
impact on local residents’ 
back-to-school budgets, 
Combs said the dip in sales 
tax collections for both the 
state and local economies 
should be minimal.

“Though the national 
economy has slowed, Tex-
as sales tax revenue con-
tinues to grow at a healthy 
pace,” she said. “Through 
June, state sales tax collec-
tions for fiscal 2008 were 
up 6.1 percent compared 
to the same point in fiscal 
2007. Cities’ and counties’ 
calendar year-to-date sales 
tax revenues were up an 
average of 5.1 percent.”

According to Combs, the 

See TAX FREE, Page 3A

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Debbye ValVerde, right, executive director of the Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce, welcomes new 
participants to the Leadership Big Spring program during the group’s inaugural meeting today in the Dora 
Roberts Community Center.

Herald Staff Report

Let the leadership begin.
The Big Spring Area Chamber of 

Commerce’s Leadership Big Spring 
Program for 2008-2009 began at the 
Dora Roberts Community. 

This year’s class has 25 partici-
pants, according to Debbye 

ValVerde, executive director of the 
chamber of commerce.

“The class is full and we are very 
excited about that,” ValVerde said. 

Leadership skills will be coordi-
nated and taught by retired BSISD 
teacher Vicki Stewart and Rodney 
Chandler, warden for the Big 
Spring Federal Correctional 
Institution.

During the program, which will 
last 10 months, the group will tour 
different organizations, such as 
educational, industrial, agriculture 
and medical, but ValVerde said 
that’s not all the class will learn.

“They will be meeting new people 
and becoming a team of leaders 

See LEADERS, Page 3A

Tax free holiday
begins Friday
across the state

Tax-free items:
Baby clothes
Backpacks for use by 
elementary and secondary 
students
Belts with attached buckles
Boots - cowboy, hiking
Caps/hats - baseball, fishing, 
golf, knitted
Coats and wraps
Diapers - adult and baby
Dresses
Gloves (generally)
Gym suits and uniforms
Hooded shirts and hooded 
sweatshirts
Hosiery
Jackets
Jeans
Jerseys - baseball and football
Jogging apparel
Neckwear and ties
Pajamas
Pants and trousers
Raincoats and ponchos
Robes
Shirts
Shoes - sandals, slippers, 
sneakers, tennis, walking
Socks (including athletic)
Shorts
Suits, slacks, and jackets
Sweatshirts
Sweat suits
Sweaters
Swimsuits
Underclothes
Work clothes and uniforms

Non tax-free items:
Accessories (generally) - 
barrettes, elastic ponytail 
holders, wallets, watches
Backpacks - unless for use 
by elementary and secondary 
students
Baseball cleats and pants
Belt buckles (without belt)
Boots - climbing, fishing, rubber 
work boots, ski, waders
Buttons and zippers
Cloth and lace, knitting yarns, 
and other fabrics
Football pants
Golf gloves
Handbags and purses
Handkerchiefs
Hard hats
Helmets - bike, baseball, 
football, hockey, motorcycle, 
sports
Jewelry
Laundering services
Leather goods - except belts 
with buckles and wearing 
apparel
Pads - football, hockey, soccer, 
elbow, knee, shoulder
Personal flotation devices
Roller blades and skates
Safety clothing, glasses
Shoes - bicycle (cleated), 
bowling, golf

Note: List provided by the Texas 
Comptroller’s Office

Leadership Big Spring group
gets under way with full class

Herman's Restaurant will be the first 
of many local restaurants to participate 
in the United Way for Big Spring and 
Howard County's Dine Out Day, held 
each Friday.

Proceeds from sales at Herman's, 1601 
Gregg, this Friday will benefit United 
Way. Future participating restaurants 
will include Sonic Drive Inn, K.C. 
Steakhouse, Al's & Sons Barbecue, 
Dell's Cafe and Greg's Grill. Others will 
be added. This year's campaign offi-
cially gets started with a luncheon at 
11:30 a.m. Aug. 19 at First United 
Methodist Church.

Dine Out Day is Friday
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Gas prices 

have been falling — but not that much.
A problem with a pump cost a San 

Antonio convenience store when 
premium gasoline accidentally sold for 
38 cents a gallon.

Manager Jim Duk says that grade of 
gas was supposed to be selling for $3.89 
a gallon.

Duke says he noticed a lot of vehicles 
were being filled with premium and 
people were paying at the pump. He 
went out to check Wednesday and 
noticed the price error.

38-cent gasoline
Interested in history, especially the 

Middle Ages? 
A local re-creation group, Carrefour, 

of The Kingdom of Levant, will be hold-
ing a demonstration of medieval arts, 
clothing styles, archery, crafts and 
fighting styles at Comanche Trail Park 
this weekend.

Acitivities will get under way at 10 
a.m. Saturday at the Old Settler's 
Pavilion and continue until about 6 
p.m.

There is no admission and guests are 
welcome.

Get medieval Saturday

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Deputies with the Howard Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office continue to in-
vestigate a stabbing in Forsan late 
Tuesday night that sent a local man 
to the emergency room.

Thomas Cates, 40, was transport-
ed to the emergency room at Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center by pri-

vate vehicle after he was stabbed 
with a knife in the 300 block of W. 
Third Street in Forsan, according 
to law enforcement officials.

“The first call came in at approxi-
mately 11:46 p.m. from a residence 
in Forsan,” said Chief Deputy mark 
Hall. “They reported that Cates had 
been stabbed and was being taken 
to the emergency room by private 
vehicle. A second call came in from 

the emergency room a few min-
utes later confirming he was being 
treated.

“Cates was stabbed once in the 
lower right side of his chest. Ac-
cording to reports, the wound was 
non life-threatening and he’s since 
been released from the hospital.”

Hall said the incident was the re-

See STABBING, Page 3A

Investigation into stabbing continues



By PAUL NEWBERRY
AP National Writer

BEIJING — On the seventh day of the Olympics, 
Michael Phelps rested, and other swimmers made 
their splash.

Australia’s Stephanie Rice closed a brilliant 
Olympics with another world record. Kosuke 
Kitajima of Japan made it a double double in the 
breaststroke. Alain Bernard redeemed himself 
for the relay. And the home 
team got a chance to celebrate 
its first swimming gold.

For Phelps, a day with no 
world record, not even a gold 
medal, was like taking it easy. 
He cruised into the finals of 
the 200-meter individual med-
ley, then hustled back to the 
athletes’ village to rest up for 
his next brush with history, 
qualifying for the 100 butter-
fly.

“I feel fine,” said Phelps, 
already the winningest Olympian ever and taking 
aim at Mark Spitz’s record of seven gold medals 
in a single games this weekend. “I think over the 
next few days the biggest thing is going to be try-
ing to get as much rest as I can. If I can do that, I’ll 
be fine.”

Phelps has trained in Ann Arbor, Mich., as part 
of the University of Michigan-affiliated Team 
Wolverine.

Led by Rice, the Australians set the 18th world 
swimming record of the Beijing Games in the 
women’s 800 freestyle relay, obliterating the pre-
vious mark by nearly six seconds to upset the 
United States.

The Americans had won the event all three 
times since it was added to the Olympic program 
in 1996, but they couldn’t match the Aussies’ blaz-
ing time of 7 minutes, 44.31 seconds, which shat-
tered the previous record by an astonishing 5.78. 
China held off the Americans for silver.

Rice, once again sporting large green earrings 
to match her country’s colors, was the closest 
thing to Phelps on the female side in Beijing. She 
won three gold medals — all with world records.

“What a great way to finish,” she said after her 
final event. “For us to break the record by so far 
is amazing. ... I really look forward to sitting back 
and cheering for the Aussies.”

Then there’s Katie Hoff. The 19-year-old 
American again failed to win her first Olympic 
gold, having settled for one silver and two bronzes 
in five events. She’s got only one race left on her 
busy program, the grueling 800 free.

“I did my best and ran out of room at the end,”

See SWIMMING, Page 2B
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Olympic medal count
(thru Wednesday)

Country		 G	 S	 B	 Tot
China		  22	 8	 5	 35
United States	 10	 9 	 15	 34
South Korea	 6	 7	 3	 16
Italy		  6	 4	 3	 13
Germany	 6	 2	 3	 11
Australia	 5	 4	 7	 16
Japan		  5	 3	 3	 11
Russia		  3	 8	 3	 14
France		  2	 8	 5	 15
Britain		  2	 2	 3	 7

Summer Olympics

Phelps

By ARNIE STAPLETON
AP Sports Writer

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — 
Brandon Marshall has never 
shied away from the moniker 
“Baby T.O.,” and the real Terrell 
Owens doesn’t mind the com-
parisons, either.

Adam “Pacman” Jones appar-
ently does.

With the Dallas  Cowboys and 
Denver Broncos sharing the 
fields at Dove Valley this week, 
it was inevitable that the respec-

tive receivers with jaw-dropping 
moves and uncanny abilities to 
deke defenders would be com-
pared to each other.

“No, he’s nowhere near T.O.,” 
Jones protested between work-
outs Wednesday. “He’s a good 
athlete, it ain’t on T.O., 
though.”

Jones, the Cowboys’ corner-
back awaiting reinstatement 
from commissioner Roger 
Goodell after being suspended 
for a series of off-the-field mis-
steps, said he has yet to see the 

receiver who can stack up to the 
one he sees every day in prac-
tice.

“First of all, T.O. is 10 times 
faster than Brandon Marshall. 
And 10 times stronger than 
Brandon Marshall,” Jones said. 
“You can sometimes get your 
hand on B. at the line. T.O. has a 
good thing where he snatches 
and whips. I wouldn’t say he’s 
nowhere near T.O.”

Broncos quarterback Jay 
Cutler stepped into the fray, 
wondering: Who’s Jones to 

judge?
“That’s fine. We go against 

Champ (Bailey) every day,” 
Cutler retorted, subtly suggest-
ing that Jones doesn’t stack up 
to the Broncos’ perennial Pro 
Bowler whom Marshall faces all 
the time.

Marshall had his own retort. 
When he came out for the teams’ 
combined afternoon practice, he 
had athletic tape on the back of 
his shoulder pads where he had 
written “21’s no Champ.”

“I meant what I said and I’m 

pretty sure he meant what he 
said,” a smiling Marshall said 
after practice, explaining it was 
all in good fun.” ... Probably 
toward the end of practice he 
said, ‘Dang, man. I just seen 
what you wrote. I said, ‘Boy, 
you’re slow.’”

Yet, when recently retired 
receiver Rod Smith was asked 
for his take on the tit-for-tat, the 
Broncos’ career receptions lead-
er sided with Jones, although 

See MARSHALL, Page 2B

Broncos' Marshall draws T.O. comparisons
Denver wideout embraces 'Baby T.O.' moniker, Jones objects

AP photo/Dusan Vranic

Team USA guard Lebron James soars to the basket for a dunk against 
Greece during a men's preliminary basketball game at the 2008 
Olympics in Beijing, Thursday. USA won 92-69, remaining undefeated 
in pool play.

By BRIAN MAHONEY
AP Basketball Writer

BEIJING — The U.S. Olympic team stopped 
the pick-and-rolls — and just about every-
thing else Greece tried.

These Americans that looked so lost two 
years at the world championship when this 
team was being formed appear to have found 
their Olympic defensive way.

Batting away balls or swatting shots on 
seemingly every possession late in the sec-
ond quarter, the Americans broke open a 
close game and went on to a 92-69 victory 
Thursday night to clinch a spot in the medal 
round.

Their offense wasn’t too shabby either as 
the Americans were able to find the range on 
jump shots when the Greeks went to a zone 
defense to slow them down.

Kobe Bryant and Chris Bosh each scored 18 
points for the United States (3-0), which moves 
on to a matchup of Group B unbeatens 
Saturday night against world champion 
Spain. The winner will earn the group’s top 
seed for the quarterfinals.

Dwyane Wade added 17 points and LeBron 
James scored 13.

Greece stunned the Americans two years 
ago in the semifinals of the world champion-
ships, shredding the U.S. defense for 63 per-
cent shooting with clinical execution of its 
pick-and-roll offense in a 101-95 victory.

This time, the Americans had an answer 
for everything, using a suffocating defense to 
extend a seven-point lead into a 19-point

See BASKETBALL, Page 2B

Leaving
no doubt
Team USA routs
Greece, 92-69

By STEVEN WINE
AP Sports Writer

BEIJING — Roger Federer’s 
bid for his first Olympic sin-
gles medal ended Thursday 
night when he lost to 
American James Blake.

With the sort of lackluster 
performance once unthink-
able for Federer, he was elim-
inated in the quarterfinals 
6-4, 7-6 (2).

The upset was a stunner in 
that Blake had won only a 
single set in their previous 
eight matches. But the top-
seeded Federer is battling a 
yearlong slump that has left 
him stalled at 12 major titles, 
two shy of Pete Sampras’ 
record.

His Wimbledon reign ended 
last month, and he came to 
Beijing knowing he would 
lose the No. 1 ranking after 
4½ years to Rafael Nadal next 

week.
Federer’s latest defeat 

means no rematch in Sunday’s 
final against Nadal, who won 
in epic fashion when they met 
for the Wimbledon title.

Federer had been seeking 
his first Olympic medal after 
losing in the singles semifi-
nals in Sydney and in the 
second round in Athens. He 
was scheduled to play a quar-
terfinal doubles match later 
Thursday with Swiss partner 
Stanislas Wawrinka.

The upset was sweet for the 
No. 8-seeded Blake, a first-
time Olympian at 28 and the 
lone U.S. male to survive the 
first round of singles.

In a tournament that had 
been upset-free through three 
rounds, the first surprise was 
a doozy.

See TENNIS, Page 2B

AP photo/Charles Krupa

James Blake of the United States, reacts after defeat-
ing Roger Federer of Switzerland, 6-4, 7-6 (2), during 
men's singles tennis action at the 2008 Olympics in 
Beijing, Thursday.

Blake upsets Federer
in Olympic tennis

No Phelps,
no U.S. gold
Americans struggle to
pick up medals Thursday



Local2A Big Spring Herald
Thursday, August 14, 2008

BIG
SPRING

www.BigSpringHerald.com
Big Sky, Big Heart, Big Spring

Missed Your Paper:
432-263-7331

(Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-7p.m. 
Sun. 8a.m.-noon)

Publisher... Ext. 250
Managing Editor... Ext. 230

 Advertising Manager... Ext. 229
Circulation Manager... Ext. 244
Production Manager... Ext. 256

432-263-7331
(Main Switchboard)

432-264-7205 (Fax)

  The Big Spring Herald is a member of The Big Spring Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Texas Press Association, West Texas Press 
Association, Texas Daily Newspaper Association, The Associated 
Press. 
  Published afternoons Mon. thru Fri. and Sunday mornings, except 
Christmas Day. All materials copyrighted.
  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Big Spring Herald, P.O. 
Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721. Periodicals postage paid at Big 
Spring, Texas.
 USPS 1431-48 USPS 0055-940 ISSN 0746-6811 
  BY THE MONTH HOME DELIVERY: $8.65 monthly; $93.42 yearly 
(includes 10% discount). MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: $12.50 monthly 
Howard & Martin Counties; $13.25 elsewhere.

Ron Midkiff
John A. Moseley
Rick Nunez 
Robert Smith
Tony Hernandez

SUN LAUNDROMAT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
*Drop Off Service Available*

Come Wash With Us
1510 Lancaster                                               432-517-4196

9925

Ruth Agusta Griffin Bennett
Ruth Augusta Griffin Bennett, who 

was born Nov. 15, 1919, in Childress to 
Claud Gunn (“C.G.”) Griffin and Lily 
Simmons Griffin passed away at 11:06 
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 10, 2008. Ruth was in 
peace as her daughter Sarah held her 
hand while she passed. 

Ruth’s parents brought her to Big 
Spring in 1924, after an unsuccessful 
strike by her father’s railroad union 
sent him and many other railroad men 
searching for work, which they found 

with the Texas & Pacific in Big Spring. The young fam-
ily put down roots in Big Spring and never left. They 
bought a lot “out south” of town — at 1008 South Gregg 
Street — which was then far enough south for the family 
to have a cow, a well and a tornado cellar. Ruth grew up 
on South Gregg Street, next door to Mr. and Mrs. O.B. 
Simms — another railroad family who came to Big 
Spring from Childress. She walked to the high school, 
and played with the Simms family children up in the 
tree house in the giant mulberry tree beside their home. 
There were three swinging chairs on the lawn and on 
the front porch of their home. Apricots and pecans fell 
from trees on their lot.

Ruth went through the Big Spring public schools and 
then to work as a secretary in the old McCrory’s Five 
and Dime in downtown Big Spring. When World War II 
came, Ruth found work as a secretary at the Big Spring 
Bombardier School. It was while working there that she 
met her future husband, John Bennett, then a young 
sergeant and later a young lieutenant, who as an aide to 
Col. Ellis helped organize the installation that later 
became Webb Air Force Base. In 1945, John Bennett 
became a widower. He married Ruth on June 11, 1946.

Ruth’s husband took her away from Big Spring for 
many years; the Air Force stationed him in  
Massachusetts, Arizona, Japan, East Texas, North 
Dakota, Iowa and England. Along the way, Ruth gave 
birth to four children, all in military hospitals: a son in 
Massachusetts, a daughter and son in Japan, and a son 
in England. Ruth and John’s final Air Force posting was 
back to Big Spring, where they returned in 1960 to live. 
In 1962, Ruth returned to the work world, first as a sec-
retary for the public accountant, Hal Rosson, and then 
as a medical secretary for the Veteran’s Administration, 
where Ruth worked until her retirement. 

Ruth and John Bennett were members of the College 
Baptist Church. They liked travel and loved to drive 
around America in the several recreational vehicles 
they owned over the years. 

In 1987, Ruth and John moved into a retirement com-
munity, the Air Force Village in San Antonio, which is 
designed for retired Air Force officers and their spous-
es. Until recently, Ruth stayed busy and lived happily in 
the Air Force Village, but she continued to subscribe to 
the Big Spring Herald and keep up her relationships 
with the people of Big Spring. 

Ruth was predeceased by her father and mother, C.G. 
and Lily Simmons Griffin. Her beloved grandson, 
William C. Bennett Jr., passed away in February 1984. 
Her husband, John Bennett, passed away in May 1992.

Ruth is survived by her brother and sister in law: C.C. 
Griffin Jr. and his wife Norma of Big Spring; by four 
children: son John Jr. and his wife, Sue Burns Bennett 
of Houston; by her daughter Sarah Bennett and son-in-
law, Robert R. Rothstein of Santa Fe, N.M.; by her son, 
William C. Bennett and his wife Geri Blake of St. Louis, 
Mo.; and by her youngest son, Charles M. Bennett and 
his wife Patricia Bennett of Big Spring. 

Ruth is survived by 10 grand children: Kelly B. Bennett 
and his wife Caroline Harsh Bennett of Houston; 
Matthew Robert Bennett and his wife Katie Shackelford 
Bennett of Houston; Caroline Nell Bennett of Houston; 
Jacob Bennett Rothstein of Santa Fe, N.M.; Ella Rose 
Rothstein of Santa Fe, N.M.; Katherine Elaine Bennett 
of San Antonio; Joseph Alexander Bennett of St. Louis, 
Mo.; Emily Thomason of Big Spring,; Michelle Gregory 
of Bonham,; and Shane O’Brien, of Dallas. 

Ruth has nine great grandchildren: John Owen Bennett 
of Houston; John Harmon Bennett II of Houston; 
Michael, Brittany, Kayla and Matthew Gregory of 
Bonham; and Caden, Eaisson, and London O’Brien of 
Dallas. 

All her life, Ruth cared for her friends. Ruth was not a 
person who wanted to control others. Ruth wanted to 
participate, not to dominate, and was always a giver, 
not a taker. Ruth was a conscientious worker; she never 
took sick leave unless she was ill, and she was pleased 
to take home extra work without seeking overtime pay. 
Ruth was quiet, steady, and never demanded to be the 
center of attention. 

Above all, Ruth was a selfless mother who never failed 
to put the interests of her family before her own. She 
was a servant of the Lord. Ruth will be sorely missed on 
this Earth and gladly welcomed in the hereafter. May 
God rest her soul. Visitation will be Friday Aug. 15, 2008 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Porter Loring.

Graveside services will be at 2:15 p.m. Friday, Aug. 15, 
2008 at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.

You are invited to sign the guestbook at www.porter-
loring.com

Arrangements are with Porter Loring, 1101 
McCullough.

Paid obituary

Corene Manning
Corene Manning, 87,  of Stanton, died Wednesday, 

Aug. 13, 2008, in a hospice facility. Her services are 
pending with Gilbreath Funeral Home of Stanton.

Martha Noyola
Martha Noyola, 53, of Big Spring died Thursday, Aug. 

14, 2008, at Midland Memorial Hospital.  Services are 
pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 

The Big Spring Police Department reported the follow-
ing activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 a.m. 
today:

• SHAWN PATRICK GONZALES, 19, of 1500 Nolan, 
was arrested Wednesday on a charge of possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less.

• JOHNNY JOHNSON, 36, of 110 Lockhart, was arrest-
ed Wednesday on a charge of public intoxication.

• EDDIE BROWN, 40, of 3100 Highway 80, was arrested 
Wednesday on a Jefferson County warrant.

• ADAM EDMONDSON, 17, of 700 Bell, was arrested 
Wednesday on a charge of possession of marijuana – two 
ounces or less.

• MARK RYERSON, 20, transient, was arrested 
Wednesday on charges of possession of marijuana – two 
ounces or less (two counts).

• ROBBIN BARNES, 19, transient, was arrested 
Wednesday on a charge of possession of marijuana – two 
ounces or less and a Howard County warrant.

• ISIDRO MELENDEZ, 72, of 1009 Wood, was arrested 
Wednesday on two local warrants.

• CHRISTOPHER SALAZAR, 21, of 1602 Sunset, was 
arrested Wednesday on a charge of unlawfully carrying 
a weapon.

• JOHN SOLIS, 22, of 1402 Wood, was arrested 
Wednesday on charges of unlawfully carrying a weapon 
and possession of a controlled substance.

• DIANA KAY ARROYO, 40, of 3304 Highway 80, was 
arrested Wednesday on a Limestone County warrant.

• CURTIS MCCULLOUGH, 62, of 800.5 Nolan, was 
arrested Wednesday on a Collin County warrant.

• BRANDY HUBBARD, 19, of 3908 Hamilton, was 
arrested Wednesday on a charge of racing on the high-
way.

• WILEY JACOB LIVELY, 19, of 220 Davis, was arrest-
ed Wednesday on a charge of racing on the highway.

• RONDELL RENE TREVINO, 20, of 2530 Hunter, was 
arrested Thursday on a local warrant.

• THEFT was reported in the 900 block of Johnson.
• RACING ON HIGHWAY was reported in the 800 

block of Gregg Street.
• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA – TWO OUNCES OR 

LESS was reported:
in the 1300 block of Mulberry.
in the 600 block of Franklin.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
in the 1700 block of Yale.
in the 1800 block of FM 700.
• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in the 800 

block of Interstate Highway 20.
• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was report-

ed in the 500 block of Lamesa.
• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 1900 

block of Highway 87.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail report-
ed having xx inmates at the time of this report.

• RAYMOND LYNN SLATON, 64, was transferred to 
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while intoxicated – open container.

• DARIUS LACHARLES MCCALISTER, 18, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a 
charge of possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• DEANGELO GRAY, 24, was transferred to the county 
jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less.

• REUBEN JAMES ZAMORA, 19, was transferred to 
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• SHAWN PATRICK GONZALES, 19, was transferred 
to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• DANIELLE KRYSTYN REYNA, 29, was arrested 
Thursday by the HCSO on a charge of theft of service.

• JOHN PAUL WILSON, 36, was arrested Thursday on 
charges of possession of a controlled substance (two 
counts) and manufacture/delivery of a controlled sub-
stance.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 700 block of E. 13th 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 4000 block of Peach. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block of Refinery 
Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 600 block of S. Second 
Street in Coahoma. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.; 

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking 
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 11-7-39-20-21-50.
Number matching six of six: 0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 10-22-24-27-35.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order:

0-0-2-4. Sum It Up: 6

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order:

0-6-7. Sum It Up: 13

Your Local Weather
Fri

8/15

95/68
Sunshine and
clouds
mixed. High
near 95F.
Winds SSE at
10 to 15 mph.

Sat
8/16

82/65
Isolated thun-
derstorms.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
mid 60s.

Sun
8/17

79/63
Slight chance
of a thunder-
storm.

Mon
8/18

82/64
Isolated thun-
derstorms.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
mid 60s.

Tue
8/19

87/66
Mostly
sunny. Highs
in the upper
80s and lows
in the mid
60s.
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ToDAY
• League of United Latin American Citizens LULAC 

Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big Spring Area 
Chamber of Commerce. The public is invited.  

• American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at 3203 
W. Highway 80.

• The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E. 
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For 
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340.

• Neighbors and Newcomers Club meets. New mem-
bers are welcome. Call 263-2005 for more informa-
tion.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 a.m. 

until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267-
7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon at 

the Howard College Cactus Room.
• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 7:30 

p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Big Spring Shrine Club meets at 6:30 p.m. at Goliad 

and First streets for a meal with a meeting to follow.
• Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.
• Big Spring Squares. Call 267-7043 or 263-6305 for 

more information.

MONDAY
• The Big Spring-Howard County Retired Teacher’s 

Association meets in the Cactus Room at Howard 
College, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Lunch will be served at 
11:30 a.m. 

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 5 
p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad 
for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. Call 213-
1342 or 263-6819. 

• Evening Lions Club meets at 6:45 p.m. at Dragon 
China Buffett. 

• DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
610 Abrams St.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at 
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 
• Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in the 

high school band hall. All band parents are invited to 
attend. 

• Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in the 
Howard County Library. All working artists and 
those interested in art are invited to attend.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 p.m. 
at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

	 If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

Bulletin Board



MARSHALL
Continued from Page 1B

he suggested Marshall 
could one day be better.

“It ain’t a comparison 
right now,” Smith said. “If 
you compare him five, six 
years from now, then it’s a 
comparison. You can’t 
compare them right now. 
T.O.’s one of the top receiv-
ers in the league consis-
tently for a reason. The 
guy’s got tremendous work 
habits.”

So does Marshall, but 
Owens’ track record is 
much longer.

T.O., who is 11 years 
older than the 24-year-old 
Marshall, has 882 catches 
for 13,070 yards and 129 
touchdowns. 

Baby T.O. has baby num-
bers by comparison: 122 
catches for 1,634 yards and 
nine TDs.

OK, what about compar-
ing their numbers after 
two seasons?

Owens had 95 receptions 
for 1,456 yards and 12 TDs, 
pretty similar to 

Marshall’s.
Last season?
Owens caught 81 passes 

for 1,255 yards and 15 
touchdowns, Marshall, 102 
catches for 1,325 yards and 
seven touchdowns, plus 
fewer drops than T.O., to 
be sure.

Marshall said Owens is 
just one of many elite 
receivers he’s studied 
extensively to try to emu-
late their moves, their 
strategies, their success.

“I’m definitely my own 
guy and I try to do my own 
thing. I don’t just break 
down Terrell Owens,” said 
Marshall, who was sport-
ing a T-shirt given him by 
Owens between workouts. 
“I break down the top 
receivers, whether it’s 
(Larry) Fitzgerald, Braylon 
Edwards, (fellow Central 
Florida alum and 
Jacksonville backup) Mike 
Walker. Those are the guys 
I’m always breaking down 
— and Terrell Owens.”

As for Owens, he said he 
doesn’t mind the constant 
comparisons to Marshall.

“I take that as a compli-
ment,” he said.

And yes, Owens sees the 
similarities.

“He’s a big receiver. He’s 
very aggressive. He’ll go 
get the ball and he can 
make things happen once 
he gets the ball in his 
hands,” Owens said. “They 
have a good guy in 
Brandon. He’s going to be 
a guy that will be around 
here for a while.”

Providing he can 
straighten out his personal 
life, suggested Smith, 
who’s still serving as 
Marshall’s mentor in 
retirement.

Marshall is facing a 
three-game suspension for 
violating the league’s per-
sonal conduct code, a pen-
alty he can reduce by a 
game if he seeks counsel-
ing.

Physically, Owens (6 feet 
3, 218 pounds) and Marshall 
(6-5, 230) are remarkably 
similar.

“Yeah, but football is not 
always physical,” Smith 
said. “And that’s some of 
the problems that we have 
with sports is just because 
a guy can run, jump and 
catch, it’s ‘Oh, he can be 
this, he can be that.’ The 6 
inches, the muscle between 
your ears is the most 
important one.”
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2008 Property Tax Rates in City Of Big Spring
This notice concerns 2008 property tax rates for City of Big Spring. It presents information about three 
tax rates. Last year’s tax rate is the actual rate the taxing unit used to determine property taxes last 
year. This year’s effective tax rate would impose the same total taxes as last year if you compare prop-
erties taxed in both years. This year’s rollback tax rate is the highest tax rate the taxing unit can set 
before taxpayers can start tax rollback procedures. In each case these rates are found by dividing the 
total amount of taxes by the tax base (the total value of taxable property) with adjustments as required 
by state law. The rates are given per $100 of property value.

Last year’s tax rate:

This year’s effective tax rate:

This year’s rollback tax rate:

Statement of Increase/Decrease

Schedule A - Unencumbered Fund Balances

Schedule B - 2008 Debt Service

Schedule C - Expected Revenue from Additional Sales Tax

Last year’s operating taxes
Last year’s debt taxes
Last year’s total taxes
Last year’s tax base
Last year’s total tax rate

    Last year’s adjusted taxes
    (after subtracting taxes on lost
    property)
÷  This year’s adjusted tax base
     (after subtracting value of
     new property)

=   This year’s effective tax rate

             (Maximum rate unless unit pubishes notices and holds hearings.)

    Last year’s adjusted operating taxes
    (after subtracting taxes on lost property and
    adjusting for any transferred function, 
    tax increment financing, state criminal
    justice mandate, and/or enhanced indigent
    health care expenditures)
÷  This year’s adjusted tax base

=  This year’s effective operating rate
x  1.08 = this year’s maximum
    operating rate
+  This year’s debt rate

=  This year’s total rollback rate

    Total required for 2008 debt service                                                                
-  Amount (if any) paid from funds listed in Schedule A                                      
-  Amount (if any) paid from other resources                                                    
-  Excess collections last year                                                                          
= Total to be paid from taxes in 2008                                                                 
   Amount added in anticipation that the unit will                                           
+ collect only 95% of its taxes in 2008
=  Total Debt Levy                                                                                           

-   Sales tax adjustment rate

=  Effective tax rate

-   Sales tax adjustment rate
=  Rollback tax rate

$          /$100

$        /$100

$0.267053/$100
$1.013243/$100

$4,854,719
$521,600,332

$0.930735 /$100

$1.005193 /$100

$0.275103 /$100

$1.280296 /$100

$4,897,702

$521,600,332

$0.938976 /$100

$3,463,798
$1,447,499
$4,911,297
$480,199,401
$1.022762 /$100

In the first year a hospital district or city collects the additional sales tax to reduce property taxes, it 
must insert the following lines unless its first adjustment was made last year.

A hospital district or city that collects the additional sales tax to reduce property taxes, including one 
that collects the tax for the first time this year, must insert the following lines:

If City of Big Spring adopts a 2008 tax rate equal to the effective tax rate of $0.938976 per $100 of value, 
taxes would increase compared to 2007 taxes by $9,852.

The following estimated balances will be left in the unit’s property tax accounts at the end of the 
fiscal year. These balances are not encumbered by a corresponding debt obligation.
       Type of Property Tax Fund                                                            Balance
M&O (General Funds)                                                                          $5,788,604
I&S-2002 Refunding G.O. Bonds                                                         $102,634
I&S-2007 Series G.O. Bonds                                                                 $84,781
I&S-2007 Certificates of Obligation                                                   $4,526

The unit plans to pay the following amounts for long-term debts that are secured by property taxes. These 
amounts will be paid from property tax revenues (or additional sales tax revenues, if applicable).

(For hospital districts, cities and counties with additional sales tax to reduce property taxes)
In calculating its effective and rollbck tax rates, the unit estimated that it will receive $1,399,617
in additional sales and use tax revenues. For County: The county has excluded any amount that is or will 
be distributed for economic development grants from this amount of expected sales tax revenue.

Principal or
Contract Payment

to be Paid from
Property Taxes

      $220,000  
      $500,000

      $15,000

Description of Debt

General Obligation Bonds
2002 Refunding Series

2007 Series

Certificates of Obligations
2007 Series

Interest to
to be Paid

from Property
Taxes

     $4,400
     $610,456

     $18,613

Other
Amounts
to be Paid

     $500
     $500

     $250

Total
Payment

$224,900
    $1,110,956

    $33,863

This notice contains a summary of actual effective and rollback tax rates’ calculations. You can inspect a 
copy of the full calculations at 315 Main (County Annex Bldg.)

Name of person preparing this notice KATHY A. SAYLES, RTA

Title TAX ASSESSOR COLLECTOR
Date prepared August 12, 2008

$1,369,719
$0
$0
$0
$1,369,719
$72,090

$1,441,809

12912

TENNIS
Continued from Page 1B

The match began after a 
rain delay of 3 hours, 35 
minutes, and Federer 
seemed off his game from 
the start. His forehand — 
once the sport’s most 
feared — was unreliable, 
and he repeatedly strug-
gled to hold serve.

Blake earned the first 

break in the final game of 
the opening set. On set 
point, Federer left his feet 
for a spectacular backhand 
save that extended the 
rally, but with his next 
shot he floated an easy 
backhand into the net.

His shoulders sagging, 
he was broken again two 
games later and fell behind 
3-0 in the second set.

Federer finally showed 
life by breaking back in 
the fifth game and holding 

the rest of the way to reach 
6-all. But Blake played a 
flawless tiebreaker, while 
Federer made two unforced 
errors and popped up a 
volley.

When Federer sailed a 
return long on match 
point, Blake screamed 
“Yeah!” Federer ripped off 
his headband and walked 
head down to the net.

It just wasn’t Federer’s 
night: He even went 0-4 on 
replay challenges.

BASKETBALL
Continued from Page 1B

cushion in the final 5½ 
minutes of the first half.

Theo Papaloukas scored 
15 points for Greece, which 
found things easy against 
the Americans two years 
ago but not this time. The 
Greeks had 26 field goals 
but committed 25 turn-
overs.

Greece (1-2), which lost 
to Spain in its opener, 
faces winless Angola 
before closing pool play 
against China.

China used an over-
whelming height advan-
tage to dominate under the 
basket and exploit fre-
quently sloppy play by the 
African champions for 
easy baskets.

Yao drilled 10 of 11 field 
goals for 91 percent shoot-
ing, matched by 10 of 11 
from the free throw line. 
Sun Yue added 11 points 
for China, sinking all four 
of his field goals, includ-
ing two three pointers.

Joaquim Gomes had 17 
points to lead Angola.

Yi Jianlian of the New 
Jersey Nets seemed to 
come alive for the first 
time in the tournament, 
stuffing several big jams 
and grabbing 10 defensive 
rebounds. 

The Lithuanian-born 
Kazlauskas said he’d been 
concerned before the game 
by China’s earlier later-
period collapses against 
the United States and 
Spain. After China 
appeared to wobble in the 
second quarter, he sat the 

team down for a firm lock-
er room talk at halftime 
and “all better,” he said.

In other games, Brad 
Newley scored 24 points to 
lead Australia to a 106-68 
win against Iran. Los 
Angeles Lakers center Pau 
Gasol had 13 points in 
Spain’s 72-59 victory 
against Dallas Mavericks 
forward Dirk Nowitzki 
and Germany.

Nowitzki scored 11 points 
for Germany.

Rimantas Kaukenas 
scored a team-leading 20 
points as Lithuania defeat-
ed Russia. In what had 
been an extremely close 
game, Lithuania pulled 
ahead for the final time 
82-77 on a thundering 
three-pointer by Jonas 
Maciulis with just over 
three minutes to go.

SWIMMING
Continued from Page 1B

said Hoff, who swam the 
anchor leg.

She couldn’t be blamed 
for this one. Hoff swam the 
second-fastest 200 of any-
one but dove in the water 
too far behind to catch the 
Aussies.

The Chinese crowd 
roared when Liu Zige won 
the women’s 200-meter 
butterfly, setting a world 
record of 2:04.18. Jiao 
Liuyang also went under 
the previous best to give 
the teammates a 1-2 fin-
ish.

Kitajima completed a 
historic second straight 
Olympic double with a win 
in the 200 breaststroke, the 
first swimmer to claim 
gold in both the 100 and 
200 at consecutive games.

Bernard was eager to 
make up for getting caught 
on the anchor leg in the 
400 free relay, and he did 
just that by edging 
Australian rival Eamon 
Sullivan in the 100 free-
style. It was a bit of a let-
down, though, when the 
furious race failed to set a 
world record, which has 
become the norm at the 
Beijing Games.

Bernard and Sullivan 
traded off the record in the 
semifinals, the Aussie 
winding up with the ulti-
mate mark of 47.05. They 
were stroke for stroke 
throughout the down-and-
back final, but it was 
Bernard who touched first 
in 47.21. Sullivan claimed 
silver in 47.32, while Jason 
Lezak of the U.S. and 
Brazil’s Cesar Cielo shared 

the bronze.
With five golds and five 

world records already, 
Phelps merely had to get 
by the semifinals of the 200 
IM. No problem. He won 
his heat and moved on to 
Friday with the second-
best qualifying time, 
1:57.70. Fellow American 
and leading rival Ryan 
Lochte posted the top time 
of 1:57.69, ensuring they’ll 
be side by side for the 
final.

Lochte had a busy morn-
ing, also qualifying for the 
final of the 200 backstroke. 
He advanced with the sec-
ond-best time, 1:55.40, trail-
ing teammate Aaron 
Peirsol’s 1:55.26.

Now, Lochte faces a 
daunting doubleheader: 
He’ll go against Peirsol, 
the guy with whom he 
shares the world record in 
the 200 back, then come 
right back to race against 
medley record-holder 
Phelps, using all four 
strokes.

Pieter van den 
Hoogenband called it a 
career. The 30-year-old 
Flying Dutchman 
announced his retirement 
immediately after a fifth-
place finish ruined his 
hopes of winning a third 
straight gold in the 100 
free.

Liu was stunned by her 
triumph in the 200 fly, 
though she brushed off 
questions about whether 
the Chinese held her out of 
major meets so they could 
spring her on the world at 
Beijing.

Liu’s time was more than 
a second below the previ-
ous record of 2:05.40 set 
two years ago by Australia’s 

Jess Schipper, who could 
only manage a bronze 
against the two Chinese.

Kitajima lived up to his 
favorite’s billing in the 200 
breast, winning easily in 
2:07.64 but coming up 0.13 
short of his own world 
record, set in June. With 
top rival Brendan Hansen 
not even in the field — he 
shockingly failed to quali-
fy for the event at the U.S. 
trials — Kitajima finished 
a half-body length ahead of 
silver medalist Brenton 
Rickard of Australia 
(2:08.88) to match his two 
breaststroke golds in 
Athens four years ago. 
France’s Hugues Duboscq 
claimed the bronze.

“I was so calm that I 
think I could have seen 
each face in this venue,” 
Kitajima said. “I enjoyed 
my race.”

So did Lezak, the oldest 
man on the U.S. swim team 
at 32.

After chasing chased 
down Bernard in the relay 
to make sure Phelps stayed 
on course for eight gold 
medals, Lezak added to his 
tally with the first indi-
vidual medal of his 
Olympic career.

Four years ago, Lezak 
made a grievous mistake 
in the preliminaries of the 
100 free. He tried to con-
serve his energy in the 
preliminaries and wound 
up getting eliminated.

“It’s been eating at me 
for a long time,” the three-
time Olympian said. “So to 
go out there and accom-
plish a medal is really 
exciting. It doesn’t top the 
relay medal, but it’s some-
thing I’ve been pushing 
for for four years.”



LEADERS
Continued from Page 1A

that will be ready and will-
ing to play a bigger part in 
our community,” she 
said.

The program is held 
every second Thursday of 
the month for the next 10 
months.

The Leadership Big 
Spring Class of 2008-2009 is 
comprised of: Beth Ann 
Allen, Cornell Companies; 
Chad Averette, City of Big 
Spring; Philip Childs, 
Cornell Companies; Vance 
Christie – Wells Fargo; 
Nancy Crenshaw, City of 
Big Spring;  Bahola 
DeLeon, VA Hospital; 
Heather Del Valle, City of 
Big Spring;  Robert 

Downing, Western 
Container; Malinda 
Flenniken, KBST Radio; 
Selma Garcia , Federal 
Prison; Somer Gaskins, 
First Bank of West Texas; 
Jesse Griffin, Federal 
Prison; the Rev. Bernard 
Gully, Holy Trinity 
Catholic Parish; Robert 
Kerr, Texas State Veterans 
Home; Richard Light, Holy 
Trinity Catholic Parish; 

Jason Mims, Howard 
College; Al Moore, Cornell 
Companies; Kathy 
Sheppard, Cattle Feeds, 
Ltd.; Linda Sjogren, City 
of Big Spring; Brenda 
Tubb, Howard County; 
Derek Wash, Farm Bureau 
Ins.; Kathy Weldon, 
SWCID; Michael Willard, 
Howard College; Leslie 
Williams, VA Hospital; 
and Karen Wingert, Big 

Spring Education 
Employees FCU.

TAX FREE
Continued from Page 1A

law exempts most clothing 
and footwear priced under 
$100 from sales and use 
taxes, which could save 
shoppers about $8 on every 
$100   they spend. 
Backpacks under $100 and 
used by elementary and 
secondary students are 
also exempt.

According to a list re-
leased by the Comptrol-
ler’s Office, a backpack 
is a pack with straps one 
wears on the back. The 
exemption during the 

sales tax holiday includes 
backpacks with wheels, 
provided they can also be 
worn on the back like a 
traditional backpack, and 
messenger bags.

The exemption does 
not include items that 
are reasonably defined 
as luggage, briefcases, 
athletic/duffle/gym bags, 
computer bags, purses or 
framed backpacks. Ten or 
fewer backpacks can be 
purchased tax-free at one 
time without providing 
an exemption certificate 
to the seller, according to 
the list.

Among items approved 

for the tax-free holiday are 
baby clothes, boots, caps 
and hats, coats, gym suits 
and uniforms, jeans, foot-
ball and baseball jerseys, 
raincoats and ponchos, 
shoes and socks, under-
clothes and work clothes 
and uniforms.

Items not approved 
for the holiday include 
baseball cleats and pants; 
belt buckles without a 
belt; boots specifically for 
climbing, fishing, rubber 
work boots, skiing or wad-
ing; football pants; hand-
bags and purses; hard hats 
and helmets; and cleated 
shoes, such as golf shoes, 

bowling shoes or bicycle 
shoes.

 A list of items that will 
be tax exempt during the 
sales tax holiday is avail-
able on the Comptroller’s 
Web site at http://www.
window.state.tx.us.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.
com
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AN
    ENCOURAGING
                        WORD

         By Eddy Pitchford

The Olympics illustrate many life lessons. They remind us that some people are passionate 
and dedicated to a life goal. They convict our consciences as we regret our lack of discipline. 
They portray the beauty of teamwork and cooperation. They instruct us about diligence, 
encouragement and perseverance. The Olympics teach us appreciation for representing a 
cause bigger than ourselves. They help us understand the difference between a hobby and a 
passion.

A lot of people treat Christianity as a hobby. They appreciate the idea of a goal but fail to 
passionately strive for the goal. They occasionally dabble in Bible study, but are more prone 
to spectate than to participate. By contrast, the apostle Paul wrote, "I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not 
to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing." (2 Timothy 4:6-7).

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.................................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship...........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship.............................................6:00 PM
Wednesday Class..........................................7:00 PM
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Auction
Estates and Select Consignments

Saturday August 16th  10AM - Preview Friday 10am-3pm
1009 W Industrial Midland, Texas

Firearms: Colt, Walther, Shotguns and others, Coins: Carson City, 
Graded Morgans, Rolls Mercury Dimes, Fugio cent, Auto: 1994 Exec-
utive Series Lincoln Towncar, Art: Peter Sculthorpe Print, BR Gates, 
and others, Native American Sand Paintings and Weavings, Silver 
Taxco Jewelry, Collectibles: Antique Golf Clubs, Fly Rods, Lures, 
Letter & Number Punches, Franciscan Desert Rose, Salt Glaze Jug, 
Buttons, McCoy, vintage Pinball, Ammo, Singer Featherweight, Old 
Radio and TV Tubes, Radios, Primitives, Girl Scout, African Carv-
ings, Bicycles, Canon A-1 Camera and Lenses, Appliances, Furni-
ture, Tires, Tools, Much More, Still coming in . . .

Auctioneers Note: Fast Frame Business Liquidation Auction - August 26 on-
sight, watch our website for details

CAN’T ATTEND THE AUCTION; BID LIVE, BEFORE ON DURING THE AUC-
TION-BID ONLINE AT:

WWW.PROXIBID.COM/ASUNLIMITED (15% buyers premium on internet bids)

Terms and conditions: 10% Buyers Premium, Cash, Check,
Credit Cards
Tim Watkins Tx Lic 13861
1009 W Industrial Midland
432-683-2262 or 432-349-6890
Email Watkins@planetlink.net

12759

Reliable Life
Insurance Company seeking 
representative for Big Spring 

area. GED or High School 
Diploma

NO EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY

WE WILL TRAIN
Many company benefits Base 

pay + Commission
CALL FOR INTERVIEW

or apply at
Workforce in 

Big Spring, Texas

1-800-325-8856
or

806-781-3212 12684

Local Man Travels Backwards
Through Cafeteria
BEXAR COUNTY- TomW., after using Thera-Gesic®
on a sore left shoulder, was able on three consecutive
days to go through the line ordering while only looking
back at the food. When asked why, he painlessly replied:

“None of your dang business!”
Go painlessly with Thera-Gesic®

THG-08914

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/30/08
11587

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Dorothy Drennan, 80, 
died Monday.  Graveside 
services will be at 11:00 
AM Friday at Westbrook 
Cemetery.  

Martha Noyola, 53, died 
Thursday.  Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

Courtesy photo

This is the first yard selection with the partnership of the City’s Code Enforcement “Doing Your Part” recognition 
and “Keep Big Spring Beautiful” beautification award for the month of August. This month’s award goes to 
Lonnie Ransom of 1417 11th Place. He is congratulated by his councilman, Greg Biddison, left, Biddison’s 
son Tanner, and KBSB board members Pat Simmons and Debbie Wegman.

By STEPHEN OHLEMACHER
Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON — White people 
will no longer make up a majority 
of Americans by 2042, according 
to new government projections. 
That’s eight years sooner than pre-
vious estimates, made in 2004.
The nation has been growing more 
diverse for decades, but the process 
has sped up through immigration 
and higher birth rates among mi-
nority residents, especially Hispan-

ics.
It is also growing older.
“The white population is older and 
very much centered around the 
aging baby boomers who are well 
past their high fertility years,” said 
William Frey, a demographer at 
the Brookings Institution, a Wash-
ington think tank. “The future of 
America is epitomized by the young 
people today. They are basically the 
melting pot we are going to see in 
the future.”

The Census Bureau Thursday 
released population projections 
through 2050, based on rates for 
births, deaths and immigration. 
They are subject to big revisions, 
depending on immigration policy, 
cultural changes and natural or 
manmade disasters.
The U.S. has nearly 305 million 
people today. The population is pro-
jected to hit 400 million in 2039 and 
439 million in 2050.

White Americans no longer a majority by 2042

STABBING
Continued from Page 1A

sult of a domestic dispute 

between Cates and 43-year-
old Henry Backes.

“Cates identified Backes 
as the person who stabbed 
him,” said Hall. “Backes 

also admitted to stabbing 
him. The incident took 
place at Backes’ home and 
the matter is still under 
investigation. No arrests 

have been made at this 
time.”

Hall confirmed Backes is 
married to Cates’ ex-wife, 
but declined to go into de-

tail as to what caused the 
altercation between the 
two men, citing an open 
investigation.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.
com

Bush demands Russia leave Georgia, sides 
with ex-Soviet republic as Rice opens trip

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States challenged 
Russia to keep its word to end a crushing invasion of 
U.S.-backed Georgia, siding decisively with the former 
Soviet republic and rejecting Russian justifications.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, headed for emer-
gency meetings on the crisis in Europe and in the Geor-
gian capital, said Russia’s six-day-old military action in 
Georgia is a throwback to darker Cold War times.

“The message is that Russia has perhaps not accepted 
that it is time to move on from the Cold War and it is 
time to move to a new era in which relations between 
states are on the basis of equality, and sovereignty and 
economic integration,” Rice said Wednesday.

The Bush administration is reeling from the near col-
lapse of its closest friend among the former Soviet re-
publics, a strategic Black Sea nation that is an emerg-
ing pathway for undeveloped energy reserves and that 
has worn its zeal for America and the West as a badge 
of honor.

As the United States mustered humanitarian aid for 
Georgia, President Bush demanded that Russia end all 
military activity inside its neighbor and withdraw all 
troops sent in recent days onto Georgian territory.

Man fired from job fatally shoots Arkansas 
Democratic chairman, is killed by police

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) — Police and neighbors are 
struggling to explain why a man described as a loner 
drove more than 30 miles to Arkansas’ Democratic Party 
headquarters and fatally shot its chairman hours after 
getting fired from his job.

Police said Timothy Dale Johnson, 50, of Searcy, barged 
into Bill Gwatney’s office on Wednesday and shot him 
multiple times. There were no signs that Gwatney and 
Johnson, who was later shot dead by officers, knew each 
other.

A Target retail store in Conway had fired Johnson ear-
ly Wednesday because he had written graffiti on a wall, 
police said. Before noon, Johnson was in Gwatney’s of-
fice in Little Rock with a handgun.

“He said he was interested in volunteering, but that 
was obviously a lie,” said Sam Higginbotham, a 17-year-
old volunteer at the party’s headquarters.

After the shooting, Johnson sped away in a truck, 
stopped seven blocks away at the Arkansas State Baptist 
Convention and pointed a gun at the building’s manag-
er, police said. When asked what was wrong, the gun-
man said “I lost my job,” according to Dan Jordan, the 
church group’s business manager.

News at a Glance▼
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Announcements

BEDAZZLE
E CENTER

1710 E. FM 700
Big Spring, Tx.

* High Speed Internet Access
@ 12.00 per hour

* Scanning...Faxing...Copying
* Surf the Web...Check E-Mail
* Play on-line sweepstakes
* Free computer classes...
Learn how to scan your 
documents and make digital
files on cd.

* Work Stations Available for
word processing.

* WI-FI access available for
your laptop computer.

Hours: 
Sunday thru Saturday 
9am until 12 midnight

432-935-6338
bedazzamusement@

yahoo.com

Business Opportunity
“BE YOUR OWN BOSS” 
Desert Equipment is offering 
Up to 20% Commission Oppor-
tunities in leasing small indus-
trial/ oilfield rentals. “You make 
the Call” - “We do the Rest” In-
cluding the leasing, billing, 
hauling & set up of light towers, 
water trailers, generators, trash 
trailers, pressure washers, 
trash pumps & travel trailers. 
For more information call 
(432)559-5861.

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Garage Sales
1202 JOHNSON, Saturday 
8am-1pm. Men’s & women’s 
clothing including women’s 
shoes and handbags, DVD’s 
and more. Burritos and drinks 
will be available.

2508 CENTRAL, Saturday 9-2. 
Lots of goodies to see. Furni-
ture, new Home Interiors, 
clothes small plus, sectional 
with sofa bed & recliner, occa-
sional tables.

4 FAMILY Backyard Sale. 
1507 East 17th. Saturday 
8:00-? Toys, decor items, bed 
spreads, clothes (all sizes) and 
Toddler clothes, shoes, dishes, 
tires and lots more. 

4 FAMILY Garage Sale: 2500 
Central, Fri. & Sat. 8-? Mater-
nity clothes, little girl clothes, 
stereo, lots of shoes.

4 FAMILY Garage Sale: 4200 
Parkway, Thurs. and Fri. 7-? 
Some furniture, exercise equip-
ment, lots of girls - boys baby 
clothes & items and lots of 
misc. items. 

Garage Sales
6 FAMILY Garage Sale, Satur-
day Only! 7:00am-? 700 West 
18th St. Jet skis, baby clothes, 
adult clothes, too much to list!

7 FAMILY Inside Sale. 1616 
Harding St. Saturday, 8am-? 
Too much to list! 

BACKYARD SALE, Saturday 
Only! 8:00am-? 2300 Alabama. 
Homemade burritos, scrub 
tops, wooden shelves, clothes 
and misc. items.

DAHMERS ANTIQUES has 
Sold! 204-206 Main. Everything 
must go by August 23rd. No 
reasonable offer refused. Sale 
doors will open Monday July 
28th 10:00am-3:00pm. Sale 
will continue till August 24th. 
Phone 432-264-8048.

ESTATE SALE: Appliances, 
furniture, dishes, pots & pans, 
decorative items. Everything 
must go!!! Saturday 8am-?, 
2108 Warren.

GARAGE SALE Friday Only! 
8:00-1:00, 207 Pettus Rd. 
(North Lamesa Hwy., right on 
Centerpoint, right on Petttus 
Rd.) Follow signs. Clothes, 
kitchen items, toys, Christmas 
stuff, loveseat,  lots of misc. 
Lots of good stuff. Priced 
Cheap.

INSIDE SALE, 1302 Virginia. 
Saturday, 8:00-? Lots of every-
thing!

MULTI FAMILY Garage Sale: 
1202 Pennsylvania, Friday & 
Saturday 7-? Kids clothing, 
adult clothing, furniture and 
misc. items.

TRADING POST 
Buy  Sell  Trade

1307 Gregg
432-264-1692

Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm
Roll-a-way bed, furniture, 
clothes, dishes, antiques, jew-
elry, collectibles, books, Elvis 
Records. Much More.

YARD  SALE: 3313     Duke,  
Friday Only 8-12. Childrens 
clothing, lots of other items. 
Too much to list.

Help Wanted
32ND JUDICIAL District CSCD 
(Adult Probation) has an open-
ing in Sweetwater, Texas for a 
Community Supervision Offi-
cer. Salary Range 
$28,500-$40,000. Call 
(325)235-2608 for application.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT needed in Big Spring. 
Flexible hours, pay (DOE), Call 
432-335-2971.

BIG SPRING Oil Company in 
business for 20 years, needs a 
Experienced Drilling Superin-
tendent to over see two com-
pany owned drilling rigs.  Must 
be able to pass a drug test. 
Competitive pay and benefits. 
Most work within 60 miles of 
Big Spring or Snyder. Send re-
sumes to PO Box 1870 Big 
Spring, TX 79721.

BIG SPRING oil company 
needs a experienced pulling 
unit operator. Must be able  to 
pass drug test. Competitive 
salary and limited benefits. 
Most work within 60 miles of 
Big Spring and Snyder. Pulling 
unit is only 3 years old. If inter-
ested please  call 
(432)238-7650 or 
(432)238-7715.

DELL’S CAFE is looking for a 
Cook. Come by 1608 East 4th 
Street. Please No Phone Calls.

Help Wanted
BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:
* Shop Forman
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. No 
phone calls please.  Must have 
a valid TX drivers license and 
pass mandatory drug test.

CAFETERIA WORKER
needed for New Hope Christian 
School. Apply at 118 Cedar 
Rd.

NEED EXPERIENCED  Gang
pusher, and also a backhoe 
operator. Good Pay, Insurance, 
and lots of hours. Job located 
in the Coahoma, Texas area. 
Must have dependable trans-
portation and pass a drug test. 
Apply in person at 9400 South 
Service Road I-20, Coahoma, 
TX. or call (432)394-4604 be-
tween 8:00-5:00.

CLASS A CDL drivers needed. 
MUST BE ABLE TO PASS 
DOT DRUG TEST. Please call 
432-264-2976 or 264-2975.

D.H. BLATTNER & Sons, Inc. 
is looking for the following 
safety conscience, experienced 
personnel for our Wind Turbine 
Project near Sweetwater, TX:

Blade Operators
Crane Operators
Dozer Operators
Roller Operators
Excavation Supervisors

Also looking for Wind Turbine 
Installers for extended projects. 
Qualified applicants are en-
couraged to apply at Sweetwa-
ter Workforce Center, 606 E. 
Broadway, Sweetwater, TX 
79556; apply on-line at 
www.dhblattner.com or call 
1-888-356-2307 to request an 
application. Applications and 
resumes can be mailed to: DH 
Blattner, 13770 CR 4153, PO 
Box 220, Roscoe, TX 79545.

Equal Opportunity Employer

DAY’S INN needs Day and 
Night Clerk. Apply at Front Of-
fice @ 2701 South Gregg 
Street.

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. $200.00 
Hiring Bonus after 60 days. 
Great starting wage- $7.00 an 
hour, plus delivery compensa-
tion, plus tips. We more than 
compensate for high gas 
prices. Got experience? Work 
for Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY for career 
minded individual with experi-
ence in Real Estate, Title or 
Escrow Closings. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. 
Please respond to P.O. Box 
189, Big Spring, TX 79721.

EVENING KITCHEN HELP 
Part-time. Must be Neat in Ap-
pearance. Honest & Depend-
able. No experience necessary 
will train. Inquire at Wagon 
Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. No 
phone call Please!

Help Wanted
EZ PAWN, Now Hiring Sales 
and Loan Representatives 
Full-time & Part-time. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

GARTMAN REFRIGERATION
need Certified HVAC and ex-
perienced plumber.   Apply in 
person,   3206 E. FM 700.

GREAT PAY
& BENEFITS!

Hiring class CDL Drivers. 
Clean MVR. Also need Shop 
Mechanice. Call 432-756-2875 
or apply at Key Energy, West 
I-20 South Service Road, Stan-
ton, TX.

JOB OPENING for Mechanic’s 
helper. Must be mechanically 
inclined and willing to travel na-
tionwide. Apply at ARFF Pro-
fessionals, Inc., 306 State St. 
8:00-5:00. Salary DOE, Bene-
fits.

JOIN OUR TEAM!
WE WILL PAY 

FOR EXPERIENCE!
Experienced fuel and lube

drivers needed for Snyder & 
Big Spring areas. Must have 

CDL w/ Hazmat. We offer
competitive  pay & 
excellent benefits. 
Apply in person, 

Mon-Fri 9AM-4PM
at 3112 N. Hwy 87, 

Big Spring 
or call 432-267-9434

LICENSED HAIR Stylist need 
at Uptown Salon. Full or Part 
time. Also need Licensed Mas-
sae Therapist. Established 
Business. Great Location. Call 
432-816-9027.

LOCAL COMPANY now Hiring 
Labor Workers. Must be able to 
read tape measure and pass 
drug test. Pick up application at 
1700 Rickabaugh or call 
(432)267-4700 for directions.

LOOKING FOR a mature per-
son to work in a Medical Office.  
Please send resume to P.O. 
Box 1551, Big Spring, Texas 
79721.

MADRY MOTORPLEX hiring 
Experienced Salesman/ Man-
ager. Please call for appoint-
ment (432)267-2285.

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP 
now hiring manager & assistant 
manager/ collector. Benefit 
package. Pay DOE. Apply in 
person, 600 S. Gregg. No 
Phone Calls!

NEED EXPERIENCE Pulling 
Unit Operator with CDL. Good 
pay based on experience. Paid 
holidays and bonuses. Call 
(325)207-0858 or 
(432)207-0846.

NEED LICENSED Massage 
Therapist. Serious inquires 
only. Send resume to Attn: Job 
1805 Settles, Big Spring, TX 
79720.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING full time/ part 
time employees at WES-T-GO.  
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

OFFICE HELP needed. Com-
puter experience, receptionist, 
able to multi-task, prefer 
non-smoker. Competitive pay 
with benefits. Apply in person 
at Credit World, 1611 S. Gregg 
St.

Help Wanted
PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is now hiring Certified 
Nurse Assistants for all shifts.
If you are not certified but have 
a passion for the nursing field, 
we will send you to school!
Come by today or fill out an ap-
plication online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net
3200 Parkway, Big Spring, 
Texas.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

SECURITY FINANCE
Due to rapid expansion

Manager Trainee’s
Wanted

We offer: Competitive salary 
rapid advancement opportuni-
ties in eleven states. Paid 
medical and life insurance, 
paid sick days, paid holidays 
and vacation days. Optional 
dental and disability Insurance. 
Profit Sharing Plan, 401K Plan, 
exceptional employee savings 
plan.  Some Travel Required.

Apply in person:
Security Finance

501 East 3rd.
Big Spring, Tx.

SECURITY OFFICERS
Needed

Full & Part Time
Apply at: 

Texas Workforce Center 
or Call (432)520-1573

SERVICE COORDINATOR.
Full time position with excellent 
benefits. Office experience re-
quired. Apply in person at Trin-
ity Memorial Park, 5 miles 
south on Highway 87, Big 
Spring.

PHIC - John Deere Dealer of 
Big Spring, TX in need of Serv-
ice Technicians. Pay is based 
on exp. Fax resume: Attn: 
Justin Parker, Serv., Mngr. 
(432)267-2757 or call 
(432)263-8344 Benefits In-
clude: Health Ins., 401K; Pd. 
Vacation.

The City of  Colorado City is 
accepting applications for em-
ployment for one Water Utili-
ties Department Worker. This 
position requires a minimum of 
a C Distribution or Groundwa-
ter License. Qualifications in-
clude a High School Diploma 
or GED equivalent, must have 
a valid driver’s license and be 
dependable. This is a full time 
position. Benefits include 
health and life insurance, holi-
days, vacation, sick leave and 
a retirement plan. Applications 
may be obtained by contacting 
City Hall at 325-728-5331.
Applications will be accepted 
until position if filled. Salary 
will be determined based on 
the applicant’s knowledge and 
experience. A relocation pack-
age will be negotiable.
The City of Colorado City is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are background 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

WANTED HOUSECLEANER
every other week. Call 
(432)213-1110, must have ref-
erences.

Help Wanted
The City of Colorado City is ac-
cepting applications for em-
ployment for one Waste Water 
Plant Operator. This position 
requires a minimum of a C 
Waste Water License. The 
Waste Water Plant consists of 
4 Ponds and an Irrigation Sys-
tem. Qualifications include a 
High School Diploma or GED 
equivalent, must have a valid 
driver’s license and be depend-
able. This a full time position. 
Benefits include health and life 
insurance, holidays, vacation, 
sick leave and a retirement 
plan. Applications may  be ob-
tained by contacting City Hall 
at 325-728-5331. Applications 
will be accepted until posi-
tion is filled. Salary will be de-
termined based on the appli-
cant’s knowledge and experi-
ence. A relocation package will 
be negotiable. The City of 
Colorado City is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
$299. NEW Queen wrought 
iron bed with mattress set, still 
packaged.  (432)664-8980.

2 TWIN Mattress Sets $95. per 
set. Can separate. Must sell. 
(432)664-8980.

A NEW full size Pillow Top 
Mattress set. Still in plastic with 
factory warranty, $130. 
(432)664-8980.

BED ALL new  pillow top set, 
Queen size in plastic $150. 
Factory warranty. 
(432)664-8980.

NO SPRINGS No coils memory 
foam mattress set new in plas-
tic. $550. (432)664-8980.

PILLOW TOP King mattress 
with box and warranty never 
slept on. Will sell for $235. 
(432)664-8980.

SOLID CHERRYWOOD Enter-
tainment center. Doors close 
over the television and one 
component space. Two draw-
ers underneath. Beveled glass 
doors close over four shelf 
component section, storage 
underneath. See to appreciate 
432-263-7164.

TWIN BEDROOM set with un-
derstorage- night stand & en-
tertainment center- $1500.00, 
also gun cabinet- $200.00. Call 
432-263-4844 or 
432-413-7400. 

On the Farm
NEW

MAHINDRA
TRACTORS

6011 E. Hwy. 80
Midland, TX 

(Take exit 144 off I-20, 
located on N. Service Rd. 

of Bus. 20.)
Full service dealership
Hours 8am-6pm M-F

8am-noon Sat.
CULTIVATE YOUR DREAMS

0% interest up to 60 Months on 
selected models. Mahindra 
Tractors have better traction, 
stability and control. Mahindra 
will push more, pull more and 
lift more. 
www.beenetractors.com

Pets
AKC REGISTERED Miniature 
Schnauzer- 2 females. Born 
June 19th. Parents on site. 
$350.00. Call (432)631-9503 or 
607-2710.

The Colorado River Municipal Water District, regional raw water supplier 
for the Permian Basin, is accepting applications for following positions in 
the Big Spring Area.
Operations Supervisor - Supervise Maintenance employees to assure 
smooth operation of District facilities while following direction of the Op-
erations Superintendent. The successful candidate will have the experi-
ence necessary to successfully plan, direct, organize, and, oversee the 
daily activities of a crew maintaining the District’s raw water pipelines, 
pumps, and pump stations.
Electrician - Trouble shoot, service, and maintain pump control panels, 
electric motors up to 3000 hp, power distribution systems, electrical sub-
stations, submersible motors, and commercial and residential wiring. 
Intermediate level position, basic understanding of electronics/electricity 
needed.

-
ance, retirement plans, and sick, vacation and holiday leave.

email www.crmwd.org 12705

             



Earlier in the presidential 
campaign, when John Mc-
Cain and Hillary Rodham 
Clinton called for a summer 

holiday on the 18.4-cent-per-gallon 
federal gasoline tax, 
Barack Obama dis-
missed the tax vaca-
tion as an election-
year gimmick that 
offered financially 
squeezed families 
“just pennies.” I 
wrote that, unlike 
Clinton and McCain, 
Obama “stood tall in 
opposing the gas-tax 
holiday.”

Now we know why. 
Obama must have 
seen the gas-tax holiday as chump 
change in the wondrous store of 
campaign gimmicks. When Obama 
panders, he panders big-time. Wit-
ness his proposed “emergency en-
ergy rebate” that — on the heels of 
this year’s $600 per taxpayer stimu-
lus package rebate sent to taxpayers 
this year — promises additional 
$500 checks for American workers 
or $1,000 per family “as soon as this 
fall.” (Is there an income cap for 
how Obama defines eligible “work-
ing families”? The campaign did 
not get back to me on that by my 
deadline.)

To hear Obama, the check is prac-
tically in the mail. Obama argues 
that his plan is fiscally responsible 
because he would pay for it by levy-
ing a “reasonable” tax on oil compa-
nies’ windfall profits. The candidate 
has pointed to Exxon Mobil’s record 
profits — $22.6 billion in the first 
half of this year — to justify his raid 
on its earnings.

Less reported, Investors Business 
Daily editorialized, are the record 
taxes Exxon Mobil paid in the same 
period — $61.7 billion. 

Also, “Exxon made a dime on 
a dollar in 2007. The oil and gas 
industry as a whole made 8.3 per-
cent, compared with 8.9 percent of 
all U.S. manufacturing.” So why 
whack Big Oil?

According to Stanford economist 
John Taylor, who is a McCain ad-
viser, raising taxes on oil compa-
nies likely “will raise the price of 
gasoline.”

If critics are right, and a windfall 
profits tax raises gas prices or leads 
to a drop in domestic oil output, 
which only worsens America’s 
chronic dependence on foreign oil, 
then what? Another emergency en-
ergy rebate check?

In a clever effort to dress up his 
big-time pander as a high-minded 
position, Obama has suggested that 
McCain is “in the pocket of Big 
Oil.” 

Obama points out that McCain 
wants to lower Exxon Mobil’s tax 
bill — which is true, because McCa-
in wants to lower all the corporate 
tax rates to 25 percent to create jobs.

McCainiacs respond by noting that 
Obama voted for the 2005 omnibus 
energy bill — signed by President 
Bush — which gave oil companies 
specific tax breaks. For that very 
reason, McCain voted no.

Many in the press have faulted 
Camp McCain for being too cute in 
taking on Obama’s energy plans. 
Hence the stories about McCain 
aides handing out tire gauges la-
beled “Obama Energy Plan” in 
response to Obama’s stump state-
ment, “We could save all the oil 

that they’re talking about getting 
off drilling, if everybody was just 
inflating their tires.”

I’ll take the tire gauges over 
Obama’s $1,000 pander. Ditto 
Obama’s huge flip-flop on the 70 
million barrel Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve. In July, when other Demo-
crats were clamoring for a release 
of the oil, Obama had the fortitude 
to argue that the reserve should be 
saved for “a genuine emergency,” 
like a terrorist attack. Now he says 
he wants to free the oil.

Slick. Mayhap, instead of tire 
gauges, McCain’s Navy should be 
handing out $500 bills in Monopoly 
money. Or a pair of earrings.

Last month, Michelle Obama said 
of the $600 stimulus rebate checks: 
“You’re getting $600 — what can 
you do with that? Not to be ungrate-
ful or anything, but maybe it pays 
down a bill, but it doesn’t pay down 
every bill every month. The short-
term quick fix kinda stuff sounds 
good, and it may even feel good 
that first month when you get that 
check, and then you go out and you 
buy a pair of earrings.”

Now, I’ve never spent $600 for a 
pair of earrings. But in the event of 
an emergency — which requires the 
releasing of petroleum and mailing 
$1,000 checks to working families — 
I could learn to sacrifice.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To find 
out more about Debra J. Saunders, 
and read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.
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Isaac Hayes, who died Sunday at age 65, 
was a pivotal figure in American popular 
music, film, fashion and TV. Composer, 
singer, multi-instrumentalist, he helped 

spawn soul, funk, hip-hop and rap.
His life and career are studies in homemade 

American art. Born in Covington, Tenn., 
Hayes picked cotton as a boy, was raised on 
his grandparents’ sharecropping farm, and 
learned to play keyboards, trumpet and wood-
winds. He also largely taught himself to read 
music, leading to his career (not enough cred-
ited) as an arranger.
His music is everywhere. With songwriting 

partner David Porter, he wrote, among other 
hits, the Sam and Dave tunes “Soul Man” and 
“Hold On, I’m Comin’,” which helped propel 
the Stax label (itself a homemade business in 
Memphis, Tenn.) into a national powerhouse. 
Stax gave him a contract, and his second al-
bum was the brilliant, breakaway “Hot But-
tered Soul.” His music combined persuasive 
emotion, innovative production, and an often 
irresistible beat.
That’s all on display in his biggest hit, 1971’s 

“Theme from Shaft,” for which he won two 
Grammys, plus an Oscar for Best Original Song 
in a Motion Picture (he was the first black to 
win that award). Propelled by Charles “Skip” 
Pitts’ percussive wah-wah guitar, the tune is 
permanent on playlists around the world. Hip-
hop and rap artists often credit Hayes’ spoken-
word verses as the beginnings of their art.
He also broke ground with his “Black Moses” 

look: shaved head, sunglasses, chains, hoods, 
bare arms and chest. His hypersexual male 
image helped create a much-copied urban 
fashion movement still going strong in rap 
and hip-hop fashion.
New generations came to know Hayes as the 

voice of Chef on Comedy Central’s “South 
Park.” The role was self-satire, with Chef — 
the cook at a grade school cafeteria — making 
lascivious remarks and bursting into funky 
song. Hayes left the show in 2006, reportedly 
after a dispute over one episode’s mockery of 
Scientology, which he practiced.
When elected to the Rock and Roll Hall of 

Fame in 2002, Hayes said of his career that “I 
didn’t know what was unfolding.” Like many 
American artists, he made it up as he went 
along, and in so doing created valuable art 
that wasn’t there before.

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Letter policies
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street 

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per 

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone 

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-mailed 
to editor@bigspringherald.com

A Short Prayer
Help us to always remember, Lord, that when 

our lives are in turmoil, we can always turn to You 
and Your grace. Amen

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• GEORGE W. BUSH
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Kay Bailey 
Hutchison
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-5922

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy Neugebauer
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFLIN
State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (432) 213-2897 or 
(512) 463-0604

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

Russ McEwen, Mayor  
— Home: 263-0907; Work 
(Russ McEwen Insurance): 
267-1413.
	 Greg Biddison  — 
Home: 267-6009; Work 
(Greg’s Grill): 267-7121.
  Manuel Ramirez Jr. 
—Home: 268-9692; Work 
(VAMC): 263-7361.	
	 Stephanie Horton —  
Home: 264-0306; Work 
(VA Medical Center): 263-
7361..

	 JoAnn Staulcup — 
Home: 263-4980.
	 Gloria McDonald — 
Home: 263-4835. Work: 
263-7615.
	 Troy Tompkins — Home: 
267-8769. Work: 263-
0180.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

 	 Mark Barr, County  
Judge — Home and Office: 
(432) 517-0707.
	 Emma Brown — Home: 
267-2649.
	 Jerry Kilgore — 263-
0724; Work (Jerry's 
Barbers): 267-5471.
	 Bill Crooker — Home: 
263-2566.
	 Gary Simer — Home: 
263-0260.

Addresses

What will the dragon 
breathe in the years 
after the 2008 Summer 
Olympics conclude?

Will it be fresh air in the form of 
expanded economic reform, po-
litical change and environmental 
concern - or rhetorical smoke to 
continue justifying 
an overly intrusive 
governmental hand?

I asked myself a 
similar question dur-
ing a visit to China in 
2001, after listening to 
a group representing 
the Beijing Olympic 
Committee make its 
pitch for the privilege 
of hosting the games. 
And I found myself 
asking it again when 
the International 
Olympic Committee announced Bei-
jing as its choice a few months later.

Today, as unquestionably spectac-
ular ceremonies and contests unfold 
in and around the Beijing National 
Stadium, the answers remain un-
clear.

China’s rulers would have us be-
lieve that broader reform is not only 
inevitable but reflective of their 
own intentions. Mere days before 
the games started, President Hu 
Jintao outlined a plan for “compre-
hensive” economic and political re-
forms in the wake of the Olympics.

Although I sincerely hope that is 
what happens, I also understand 
how a moribund ideology — and 
communism is indeed such a beast 
— can bite and claw as it struggles 
to hold on to what it once fully 

claimed. Consider Beijing’s brutal 
crackdown in Tibet on the eve of 
the games. Ultimately, though, the 
death throes cannot last. Whether 
China’s leaders truly wish it or not, 
the games signify the freedom to 
soar that they cannot artificially re-
strict for much longer.

The issue of further economic 
reform, with the goal of encourag-
ing stable growth, is of necessity 
No. 1. To do otherwise - especially 
given recent signs of the global eco-
nomic slowdown’s effect on China 
- would present the leadership with 
its worst nightmare: the failure 
to bring an increasing number of 
Chinese into better economic cir-
cumstances. Absent such success, 
which has provided the commu-
nists a prop for decades, the much-
touted, widespread satisfaction of 
the Chinese people would quickly 
disappear.

The topic of political change natu-
rally and closely follows that of eco-
nomic reform. For Hu to mention 
the subject with such prominence 
in connection with the Olympics 
was clearly significant. But is it 
realistic to think in terms of politi-
cal developments that could match 
China’s economic gains?

Perhaps not on the accelerated 
schedule that I have in mind, but 
it is possible. Imagine what could 
happen in China if, for example, 
the government extended its experi-
ments with village democracy to 
higher levels. Over time, along with 
other reforms, it would not be far-
fetched for China to evolve into a 
“Big Taiwan.”

In that direction would lie in-

spiring possibilities, particularly 
in light of the much-improved 
relationship between Beijing and 
Taipei, largely driven by the com-
mitment of President Ma Ying-jeou, 
Taiwan’s recently elected leader, to 
reach out to China.

Finally, the environment. I have 
seen China’s pollution and other 
environmental problems - mainly 
the consequence of mind-boggling 
growth - at their worst. And I have 
listened to Beijing’s promises to 
make improvements and turn the 
Olympics into a “green showcase.” 
While not meeting everyone’s ex-
pectations, China has made unmis-
takable progress in various areas. 
Can it be sustained and will an in-
centive still exist once the Olympic 
spotlight goes away?

One reason for optimism is that 
the resources exist. A country that 
can spend $42 billion to host the 
Olympics obviously has the means 
to raise environmental protection to 
a consistently high priority - with-
out compromising prosperity. In 
any case, during the long term, it 
is in China’s best interest, and the 
planet’s, for that to occur.

For too long, the dragon has 
breathed smoke. The people of 
China and the world deserve an era 
of fresh air.

John C. Bersia, who won a Pulitzer 
Prize in editorial writing for the Or-
lando Sentinel in 2000, is the special 
assistant to the president for global 
perspectives at the University of Cen-
tral Florida. Readers may send him 
e-mail at johncbersia@msn.com.

John

C.
Bersia

Isaac Hayes, 
making art as 
he went along
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES
Chico and Sons

Concrete
(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

All Types Concrete Work
Block & Brick Repair

Trenching & Tractor Service
& Landscaping

Tommy Campbell 
Concrete

Contractors
(432) 466-0623 2006 Runnels
(432) 935-3644 Big Spring,TX 79720

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e :
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set: $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Johnson Air Conditioning, 
Heating & Sheet Metal

Duct Work

We Carry All Air 
Conditioning Parts, 

Filters & Belts

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

NAIL SALON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

CONCRETECONCRETE

AC & HEATING

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

Reduced
1003, 1011 E. 11th
11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Benny Marquez-

CONCRETE

(Next To Wal-Mart)

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Oilfield Service

L.C. Sandblasting Inc 
Oilfield Service
432-213-3399

Sandblasting Coating/Painting
Backhoe Tank Repair
Dirt Work Fiberglass Repair
Dump Truck Welding

Landon Wegner 12
52

7

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
LAWN SERVICE
* Weed Eating

* Edging * Mowing

CALL HENRY
(432) 268-3065

10
73

3

RESTAURANT

   432-267-2895

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33

8

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

Lawn Service

Top Notch
Lawn Service

12
51

8

HOME IMPROVEMENT

L & R 
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home 
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions, 

Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone, 
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets, 
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540
or E-mail us at

lrconstruction@suddenlink.net 10
83

1

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

WEBSITE

The
Big Spring 

Herald
CHECK OUT OUR

WEBSITE:

www.bigspringherald.com

WELDING
Bar-B-Q Pits

Ornamental Iron Work
Car Ports-Fences-Gates-

Handrails
Portable Welding

V.H. Morris
Welding Service

2300 S. Williams Rd.
Big Spring, Tx 79720

432-263-6908 12
63

8



It was difficult to tell 
who was more impressed 
with this week’s test ve-
hicle.

My youngest son Alex, 
who is two months away 
from becoming a licensed 
driver, has 
long been 
a frequent 
consultant 
for my car 
columns 
— seeing 
as how we 
spend a lot 
of time in 
the car to-
gether with 
me pretty 
much being 
his personal chauffeur. 
It’s no surprise that many 
of our conversations re-
volve around cars. 

Sometimes I ask his 
opinion as we’re cruising 
down the road with him 
in the passenger seat next 
to me, as he leans over to 
change the radio station.

Some weeks he offers up 
an opinion without being 
asked, as I reach over and 
change the station back 
to where I had it. When 
I picked him up for his 
orthodontist appointment 
this week in the MAZ-
DASPEED3, Alex’ face lit 
up the minute he closed 
the passenger’s door.

“Dad, this is the MAZ-
DASPEED3, right?” he 
asked, leaning over to 
change the radio station.

“Yes, it is.”
“It’s got the 2.3-liter 

turbo engine with direct 
injection spark ignition, 
right? The one that has 
like 260-something horse-
power and 280-something 
torque — which is more 

important than horse-
power when rating a car’s 
performance, right?”

I was absolutely stunned. 
All these years I never 
thought he was paying 
that much attention to our 

car talks. 
I was liter-
ally beam-
ing.

“Yes, it 
does, and 
it’s 263 
horsepower 
and 280 
lbs.-ft. of 
torque,” I 
told him.

“Your test 
car has the 

Bose sound system with 
seven speakers, so I’m 
guessing this is the Grand 
Touring trim line, right?”

Good thing I was wear-
ing my sunglasses be-
cause I was about to cry.

“Right again,” I said. “I 
take it you’ve been doing 
a little research on the In-
ternet.”

“A little,” he said. “You 
know dad, not only is the 
MAZDASPEED3 a sporty 
car that looks really cool, 
it’s also very safe.”

“Tell me about it,” I said, 
wanting to see how thor-
ough his research went.

“Well, I know its body 
is more rigid, which is 
supposed to help with 
handling as well as make 
it safer. It also has larger 
brakes with ADS.”

“You mean ABS — anti-
lock brakes,” I interjected.

“That’s what I said, ABS. 
Really, dad, when’s the 
last time you had your 
hearing checked?

“Anyway, the MAZ-
DASPEED3 has ABS, 

some kind of stability con-
trol system.”

“That would be dynamic 
stability control,” I said.

“That, dual front air-
bags, side airbags for the 
front seat and side curtain 
airbags for both the front 
and back seats,” he said.

“Not bad,” I said, asking, 
“Is it front- or rear-wheel 
drive?”

“Front?”

“Correct again,” I said. 
“How many doors?”

“Four?”
“Close. This is a hatch-

back, so you count the 
rear door, which makes 
this a five-door.”

I could almost see the 
light bulb going on over 
his head.

“Dad, you know I’ll be 
getting my driver’s li-
cense in a couple of weeks 

and, you know, well, just 
in case you and mom were 
thinking about getting me 
a car so you wouldn’t have 
to drive me around every-
where, well, you know, 
this is a car I wouldn’t 
mind having. ”

“Is that so?”
“You know, just in case 

you guys were consid-
ering something, I just 
thought I’d throw that out 
there, you know, just in 

case,” he said.
Like father, like son.

Neal White has been 
covering the automotive 
industry for more than 15 
years and is affiliated with 
the Texas Auto Writers As-
sociation and the Midwest 
Automotive Media As-
sociation. Comments may 
be sent to Neal at neal.
white@waxahachiedai-
lylight.com.

Wheels 5ABig Spring Herald
Thursday, August 14, 2008

30% OFF
U.S. POLO ASSN.®, UNIONBAY®

Juniors hoodies, polos, jeans. 
Reg. 20.00-48.00, Sale 14.00-30.80

SALE 14.99
JUNIORS 2-FER TOPS
Knit tee with scarf or vest. From
Younique®, Self Esteem®. Reg. 24.00.

25% OFF
JUNIORS DRESSES
From BeBop®, Wrapper®. 
Reg. 40.00-80.00, Sale 29.99-59.99

40% OFF
COMPANY 81® & UNIONBAY®

Guys tees, polos, hoodies and jeans.
Reg. 18.00-52.00, Sale 10.80-31.20

SALE 31.99
GUYS LEVI’S® JEANS
514™, 527™ or 569® style jeans. 
Waist 29-44. Reg. 40.00-44.00.

1/2 OFF
ALL KIDS UNDERWEAR
Nike, Hanes®, more. Reg. 2.99-12.00. 
2nd item must be of equal or lesser value. 

SALE
12.99
JUNIORS &
GUYS ROCK
STAR TEES
By Fang® and
Hybrid®. Juniors 
S-XL; Guys M-XXL.
Reg. 20.00-22.00.

40%
OFF
BOYS & GIRLS
COLLECTIONS
Beverly Hills 
Polo Club®, 
U.S. Polo Assn.®, 
South Pole®.
Reg. 16.00-49.00,
Sale 9.60-29.40

40%
OFF
GUYS &
JUNIORS 
SOUTHPOLE®

Polos, tees, 
2-fer tops, 
hoodies, jeans
and more. 
Reg. 22.00-60.00, 
Sale 13.20-36.00

SALE
29.99
SOUTHPOLE®

MESSENGER
BAG
Detailed with 
lots of bling. 
Reg. 40.00.

SALE 
24.99
JUNIORS & GUYS JEANS
Juniors fashion jeans by Zana Di®,
Grane®, Glo®, Paris Blues® and 
Vanilla Star®. Reg. 34.00.
Guys jeans by Flyp® and Plugg®. 
Waist 29-38. Reg. 38.00.

BACK-TO-SCHOOLSALE
25%-40% OFF! Turn Up Your Style with Everything Cool

Prices effective thru August 18, 2008. Interim markdowns may have been taken. Entire stocks only where indicated. Selection may vary by store.

BUY1
GET 1

SAVE 75% When you take an EXTRA 20% OFF 
Already Reduced Red-Ticket ItemsTotal savings 

off original prices.

BUYONE,GET ONE

1/2OFF
SHOES FOR THE FAMILY

Ladies, men’s and kids styles. 
Reg./orig. 14.00-120.00. 

2nd pair must be of equal or lesser value. 

9.99-14.99
JUNIORS  SLEEPWEAR
By On Stage®. Tees, pants, bermudas
and sleepshirts. Reg. 14.00-22.00.

30-40% OFF
KIDS SEPARATES
Girls 2T-16 and boys 2T-20. 
Reg. 14.00-44.00, Sale 9.80-30.80

Open 8 am Friday-Saturday
Open 11 am Sunday*

Pay No 
Sales Tax

in Texas!
Restrictions apply. See store for details

*Most stores

GET EXTRA COUPON SAVINGS 
Sent directly to your cell phone!
Text BEL to 22888 Free sign-up at cellfire.com

GIFT CARDS!
Order at www.beallstx.com
In all stores, or order toll-free 1-877-737-8243

80833018.B   8/15/08   BTS TAX FREE TEXAS ROP   4 Col x 14"   B&W ROP   MN   Bealls Secondary; 4A BEALLS EXC (0102, 0104, 0
0134, 0149, 0634, 0657, 0665, 0791); 5A Bealls: 0183, 0282, 0291, 0335, 0352, 0603A, 0603B,  0608, 0614, 0618, 0619, 0620, 0622
0628, 0633, 0635, 0640, 0646, 0653, 0655, 0724, 0725, 0730, 0732, 0756, 0776, 0776A, 0777   Nann Beisner / Rob Pitts / Julie Schwale

80833018.BP  8/8/08  4:38 PM  Page 1

BEALL HOURS
MONDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 AM - 9:00 PM    SUNDAY 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM

INSIDE THE BIG SPRING MALL 12841

NEED MONEY
Get A Quick, Easy & Confidential

PAYDAY LOAN
Quick Cash

$ $
432-263-4400                                          612 S. Gregg

11736

Mazda 
power

MAZDASPEED3 delivers 
performance in 5-door hatchback

The 2008 Mazda MAZDASPEED3

THE NUTS AND BOLTS

MODEL: 
2008 Mazda MAZDASPEED3
5-seat 
performance hatchback  
Front-wheel drive
Trim packages:
Base, Grand Touring

PRICE RANGE: 
$23,000-$25,000 

ENGINE: 
2.3-L turbo I-4 (263 hp/280- 
T)

TRANSMISSION: 
6-speed manual
EPA: 18 mpg city, 26 mpg 
highway 
FUEL: Premium unleaded
SUSPENSION:  MacPherson 
Independent struts (front); 

independent multi-link (rear).
BRAKES: ABS with electronic 
brakeforce distribution with 
brake assist and dynamic sta-
bility control.

LENGTH: 176.8 inches 
WHEELBASE: 103.9 inches 
WIDTH: 69.5 inches
HEIGHT: 57.7 inches
WEIGHT: 3,153 lbs.
TIRES: 18-inch 

SAFETY: Anti-whiplash front 
seats, dual front airbags, 
seat-mounted front seat side 
airbags, roof-mounted side 
impact air curtains, tire pres-
sure monitoring system, theft-
deterrent security system, 
LATCH child seat anchors.
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®: Advice for those in need

Pets
FREE TO good home Kittens. 
Call 432-816-9039.

Real Estate for Rent
2605 CINDY Lane (Kentwood), 
3 Bedroom, 2 bath. CH/A. 
$1200.00 month, $500 deposit. 
Call (432)264-8813.

3704 CALVIN, 3 bedroom, 1 
bath brick, CH/A.  $700. Month, 
$400. deposit. No HUD. No 
Pets. Non-smoker. Call 
(432)270-3849 for more infor-
mation. 

602 GEORGE- Close to Col-
lege. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath, CH/A.  
Washer & dryer connection. 
$800.00 Month plus deposit. 
No HUD. Call (432)267-2296.

BIG SPRING ISD- 3 Bedroom 
2-1/2 bath, 2 living areas, pri-
vate back yard, storage. Lease 
$1200, deposit required. Call 
(432)213-0640 or 354-2246 for 
more infor.

ROOM FOR Rent. $400.00 
month plus deposit and 1/3 of 
bills. For more information call 
Henry, 432-213-4444.

RV SPACES, 3 miles outside 
city. $410.00 month. Includes- 
Electric, water, sewer and gar-
bage. Covered vehicle space 
available- extra charge. Call 
254-643-1145, 325-370-6743.

SHERROD HEIGHTS RV Park. 
Spaces Now Available. Shady 
Parking, Full Hook-ups. Call to-
day to reserve your space. 
Steve 432-816-6730 or Don 
432-213-5140.

SOUTH PLAINS APTS
1, 2, & 3 Bdrms.
432-714-4840

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 & 2 Bedrooms

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale

10 PLUS acres, East I-20 front-
age, Sand Springs w/rental in-
come- $80,000. One acres off 
Gail Hwy, Big Spring- $5,000. 
One acre w/water well and 
septic- $7,500. Also One lot on 
Blackman Ave.- $2,000. Call 
254-643-1145.
2513 CENTRAL. 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, one car garage, newly re-
modeled with new kitchen cabi-
nets, tile floors, paint, and up-
dated bathrooms. Ready to 
Move In! $99,750. Call 
(432)816-1330.

2715 CENTRAL Drive 3/2 with 
fireplace, fenced yard and 
shop. $139,500.00. Owner will 
finance with 10% down. $1215. 
Monthly. Call (512)940-5200 or 
(432)631-8100.

3/2 HOME 2400 sq. feet with 
double garage on .8 acres near 
Tubbs addition. Forsan ISD. 
$169,500.00. Additional acre-
age available. Possible Owner 
Financing.  512-940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

3241 DREXEL Ave. 3/2, ga-
rage, fireplace and fenced 
yard. $99,500.00. Owner will 
Finance with 10% down. 
$865.00 Monthly. Call 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

900 ACRES 1.5 miles of Colo-
rado River, Highly improved. 
Saba County. Beautiful Ranch. 
$5,500,000.00. Call 
903-326-4851, 903-872-2022 
or 325-623-5651.

OWNER FINANCED-Easy 
Terms. 1307 Mt. Vernon and 
1411 Sycamore. Call TruStar 
Realty (432)264-8166.

Real Estate for Sale
922 CULP AVE., Coahoma, 3 
bedroom, 2-1/2 bath, 2 car ga-
rage, fireplace, screened 
porch, CH/A, corner lot, water 
well for yard. Call 
(432)394-4375 or 
(432)268-3451.

BUSINESS FOR Sale by 
Owner. Unlimited income pos-
sibilities. Hair salon, tanning 
salon & boutique. Established 
business in great location. Seri-
ous buyers only! 
(433)816-6228.

COAHOMA ISD, New Home 
3/2, Granite counter tops, whirl-
pool tub, 2300 sq. feet. Large 
Lot. Call (432)394-4444, 
(432)816-1326.

CORNER LOT: 2 bedroom 
house plus 3 apartments. In-
come stream approximately 
$1500.00 per month. Call: 
432-263-1281 (8-5 M-F).

CREAM OF the Crop- Forsan 
ISD. Beautifully Remodeled 
3/2/2, CH/A. New appliances, 
barn, fences, stalls and arena 
on 5 acres. By appointment. 
$199,000.00. (325)728-6602, 
(432)394-4451.

FOR SALE by Owner 3/2/2, 
car port, large shop, all to-
gether almost 2 acres. Excel-
lent location and neighborhood 
in Coahoma. Call 
(432)816-1413.

LAND FOR Sale: Morgan 
Ranch Estate. 6.76 acres with 
water well. Beautiful view. 
Great Building Site.  Call 
432-816-6560. 

NICE COUNTRY Home close 
to town. 3 Bdrm, 1 bath, den, 
carport, fenced yard. Com-
pletely remodeled. 2.44 Acres, 
CH/A. $75,000. 1802 Eubanks. 
Call 432-267-8971.

OWNER FINANCE. 3/1, Fixer 
upper. 801 Anna. Low down. 
Very low monthly. Call 
(325)277-4923.

SALE or LEASE. Coahoma 
ISD. 4-Bdrm, 3-bath, (3800sq. 
ft.), 4 car garage, shops. 3 plus 
acres, w/rental property with 
potential to make $40,000.00 
per year.  254-643-1145, 
325-370-6743.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
2001 NISSAN Xterra- 2WD, 
V-6, 114k miles, Cold A/C, 
Run/Drives Great, One Owner, 
Clear Title. Very Nice SUV. 
$6500. Call 432-935-2460 or 
mlw913@hotmail.com for pho-
tos.

2006 WHITE Chevy Diesel 
Duramax 1 Ton. Long bed, 
dually. Good condition, runs 
well- 142,000 miles. $22,000. 
OBO. Ask for Roy 
(432)249-0106.

95 FORD Contour, 65,982 
miles, clear title, has body 
damage but runs great. 
$1800.00 OBO. 96 Flagstaff 
Pop-up, clear title, excellent 
condition, sleep 6, $2500.00 
OBO. 432-935-3695.

96 HARLEY Davidson sport-
ster, 1200 upgrade, 35,600 
miles, custom paint, lots of ex-
tra, need to see to appreciate. 
$5500.00 or  make offer. 
432-267-2015, 816-6595.

PRICE REDUCED!!!!!!!!!!
2002 Yamaha Roadstar Sil-
verado. Like new condition. 
15000 Miles on bike, 800 miles 
on tires.  Call after 6:30pm cell 
(432)553-3876 or 
(432)267-1090.

Legals
INVITATION FOR BIDS

Sealed proposals addressed to Mr. 
John Grant, General Manager of 
the Colorado River Municipal  Wa-
ter District, will be received at the 
office of the Colorado River Munici-
pal Water District, P.O. Box 869, 
406 East 23rd Street, Big Spring, 
Texas, 797921, until 3:00 PM, 
Thursday, September 4, 2008, for 
the purchase of One Backhoe 
Loader.
At this time and place the propos-
als will be publicly opened and 
read aloud. Any bid received after 
closing time will be returned un-
opened.
This project consists of supply and 
delivery of one backhoe loader. 
Specifications are available and 
may be examined without charge in 
the office of the Colorado River 
Municipal Water District, 406 East 
23rd Street, Big Spring, Texas 
79720 during normal business 
hours.
Inquiries regarding equipment 
specifications are to be delivered to 
Ryan Sayles, Staff Engineer, tele-
phone, (432)267-6341, email: 
rrs@crmwd.org.
#5865 August 7, 14, & 21, 2008.

REDUCED!!!
1603 VINES

Home has a lot of potential. 
4 bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths, for-
mal dining, central heat/air.
Owner will look at all offers.

Call
Vanessa

at  J. Rutledge Realty
714-4900

or
816-549012

89
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BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
As we head into the

Aquarius full moon
eclipse energy arriving
t h i s
S a t u r d a y ,
the cosmos
are already
electrically
c h a r g e d ,
a c t i v a t i n g
e x t r e m e
e m o t i o n a l
ups and
downs. Pay
attention to
b r e a k -
throughs in
your thinking, but don't
worry your mind! A larg-
er picture is unfolding, so
remain present and you'll
arrive at your destina-
tion. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Your solo projects get
a push. Supportive people
offer to help you, which
could come as a surprise.
You've been doing so well
on your own that you're
not even sure how to
accept the aid you're
given. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). A water-sign friend
(Cancer, Scorpio or
Pisces) is so dialed into
you that he or she seems
able to read your mind.
To this person, even in
your quiet contemplation
you are living out loud. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You're bold. You're
inclined to approach that
unapproachable someone.
Your efforts to extend
yourself in a bigger and
more confident way have
immediate benefits. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Tonight, get outside
and look at the moon,
your guiding luminary.
That loveable glowing

orbiter acts as a point of
concentration that centers
you. The mental chatter
goes away. Ah, sweet clar-
ity.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Your social swirl is an
easy equation to figure
out. All you need are
three things to stay happi-
ly in the mix: You need
time alone, time with
loved ones and time with
people you don't know at
all. Make it happen.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Travel is favored, and
it doesn't have to be far in
order for you to get the
full effect, either. Get out
and do something differ-
ent and you'll be glad to
return to your familiar
people and activities
tonight. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
You're already a visually
oriented person, but today
your aesthetic sense is
even more honed than
usual. You know what
you like and what you
don't, and will enjoy being
in a position to make your
environment more beauti-
ful.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). The work that follows
a formula isn't as fun for
you now as the unexpect-
ed, complicated and chal-
lenging jobs that come
along. The same goes for
your fun. It's no accident
that you choose to play
with a difficult person.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). You think you're
being observant, but con-
clusions are difficult to
draw. Nothing is adding
up. The truth of the mat-
ter may be quite opposite
to how it appears. Give
this puzzle a little more
time.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Family dynamics
are changing due to your
positive influence. It's not
always easy for you to
stay on the bright side,
but it's important. Life
rewards you fully every
time you do.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). The rules for the air-
port and the rules for life
are the same: Don't pick
up any baggage that does-
n't belong for you. At best,
doing so is an awkward
mistake and at worst, it's
downright dangerous. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). If you're slightly
uncomfortable in a new
role, chalk it up to grow-
ing pains. Pat yourself on
the back for being willing
to expand your awareness
and influence. You're
going to be ready for the
big opportunities on the
horizon.

ASTROLOGICAL QUES-
TIONS: "I am a Cancer
born July 11, 1978. For the
past eight years I have
been happily single. At
the beginning of the year
I decided to look for a
serious romantic relation-
ship and have "put myself
out there" to no avail. I
even tried the online dat-
ing thing. Am I destined
to be single forever?"

Let's see, you spent
eight years happily sin-
gle, it's been eight months
since you've begun look-
ing for love and you're
already contemplating
retirement! Online dating
might not be the best way
for the crab to find love
(too competitive and
heartless). Try closer to
home -- better yet, around
food, like bumping into
someone at the farmers

market. Cancer, putting
yourself out there is less
"out there" and more "in
here." You do your best
love magic internally by
preparing the ground for
love to come, i.e., listen-
ing to your intuition
about this or that guy,
and remaining dewy and
come-hither. With Venus
and Saturn joined in your
chart, love will be lasting
and true, eventually.
However, you may need
to work through self-
doubts and confidence
issues first. Also, this is a
classic Spring-Winter
combination, so be open
to dating mature men. 

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Leo people often get a
bum rap for being vain or
egocentric about their
abilities. Insecurity is
often the culprit. Leo
actor Steve Carell has cap-
italized on this, making
comedic parody out of
personalities who come
off as overconfident but
can't see their own shad-
ow. In reality, the Leo
person's need to shine is
often counterbalanced by
exceptional humility -- as
is the case with Steve.

Holiday Mathis is the
author of "Rock Your
Stars." If you would like to
write to her, please go to
www.creators.com and
click on "Write the Author"
on the Holiday Mathis
page, or you may send her
a postcard in the mail. To
find out more about
Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.

Dear Annie: My co-
workers and I are experi-
encing a very awkward
situation. I work for a
large company. My
department consists of a
dozen employees and one
female supervisor (I am
her assistant). 

About eight months ago,
a supervisor for another
department (male) was
hired. Our departments
have to work together, but
these two supervisors
seem to be carrying it to
another level. They are
always together and, if
not in the same room,
they are on the telephone
whispering and giggling.
My supervisor is married.
The other one is divorced.

At first, I thought my
uneasiness was due to
jealousy because my
supervisor and I had
become good friends and
often spent time together
socially. Now I'm not so
sure. Snide remarks are
circulating among the
staff, although no one has
actually confronted them.
The situation puts us all
in an awkward and
uncomfortable position,
and sometimes things get
tense in the office. 

I have never told anyone
that I happened to see
them together (after
hours) at a restaurant, an
art gallery and a grocery
store. I am fond of both
my supervisor and her
husband and feel as
though I should say some-
thing, but what? I love
this job and my co-work-
ers, but the atmosphere is
really getting to me. --
Bewildered Assistant

Dear Bewildered: Your
supervisor and her friend
may run the risk of being
fired if their relationship
goes further. You have no
evidence of misbehavior,
but she should be made
aware of the rumors. Tell
her you value the friend-
ship and thought she
should know what's being
said, and that the rela-
tionship is creating a dif-
ficult work environment.
Beyond that, please stay
out of it.

Dear Annie: I have a
problem with my next-
door neighbor. He is a

retired man, very reli-
gious, and when he talks
to me, he's forever adjust-
ing his you-know-what. 

It is so embarrassing
that I don't even want to
say hello to him. He is 62
and has a lovely wife. I
am in my 80s. Do you sup-
pose he has a medical
problem? Or does he
think he's giving me a
thrill? How can I let him
know his actions are
repulsive? -- Not
Interested in the Stud 

Dear Not Interested: For
the sake of being a good
neighbor, you should
assume he has a medical
problem. The next time
this happens, say with a
straight face and great
concern, "You ought to
have that checked. It
could be serious." Or you
can tell his wife that you
are worried about the con-
stant scratching and he
should see his doctor.
Since you are only dis-
cussing his health, the
mortification will be min-
imal.

Dear Annie: I read the
letter from "Old, Stupid
and Tired," who is still
supporting her son and
his family. I am 18 and
my sister, married with
two children, is seven
years older. I love her
family dearly, but they
still live with my parents. 

I'm used to a bustling
home, but this drama has
been going on for over six
years. I feel cheated of
what should have been
special time with my par-
ents, and I have no priva-
cy. Instead, our house is
overrun with my sister's
children and pets. Since
neither she nor her hus-

band work, my parents'
income must stretch over
seven people. 

When I was 16, I got a
job to ease the burden on
my parents, and I have
endeavored to be self-suf-
ficient ever since, unlike
my greedy and spoiled sis-
ter who takes whatever
handout she can get. I am
going to a local university
soon, mainly because it
will cost less. I resent my
sister and brother-in-law
for putting so much strain
on our family budget that
it influenced my choice of
college, and it certainly
has damaged our relation-
ship. -- Fed Up in Florida

Dear Fed Up: It's unfor-
tunate that your parents
don't realize they are
hurting your sister's
future by supporting her
now, with the added
bonus that they have
alienated you. Hang in
there.

Dear Annie: My frustra-
tion with my husband's
lack of income has
become so intense it's
threatening our relation-
ship. We've been married
15 years and have two
kids. He's been self-
employed since he was
laid off five years ago.
The first three years, his
business seemed promis-
ing, but he hasn't been
able to draw any salary at
all for the past year. 

I work full time. I also
work part time in his
business (with no pay).
I've always been frugal
and willing to sacrifice,
but I'm tired of feeling
poor even though I have a
good job, a good education
and am working 60 hours
a week. 

My husband has good
sales skills and works
hard, but his home busi-
ness does not produce
enough income to support
our family and he has
been unable to find other
employment. He's looked
at several different types
of careers. We've tried

reworking his resume,
networking, job place-
ment services, online
services and cold-calling
businesses about current
and future openings. 

I waiver between being
disappointed by him and
worrying that I'm damag-
ing his ego. I feel it's his
responsibility to help
financially support his
family. I'm angry with
him, the economy,
employers who won't give
him a chance and myself
for feeling let down. Is
there any way I can be
satisfied with a good man
who is a wonderful father
and lover, but doesn't
make any money? --
Frustrated Wife

Dear Wife: You appar-
ently understand this is
not your husband's fault,
and you both seem to
have tried all available
avenues to improve the
situation. Now you need
to adjust your attitude.
It's slightly old-fashioned
to believe it's more your
husband's responsibility
to support the family than
it is yours. Instead, can he
do a greater share of
household chores, cook-
ing, laundry, etc.? Then
convince yourself this
arrangement is beneficial
because he will be con-
tributing more to the fam-
ily well-being. You have a
good man. Money isn't
everything.

Annie's Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please e-mail your
questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie's Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL
60611. To find out more
about Annie's Mailbox,
and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.
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GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. A friendly Classified Consultant

will help you create an ad that gets results!
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ATTENTION
NEWSPAPERS: 
IMPORTANT!

IF YOU HAVE NOT 
RECEIVED AN 

INSERTION 
ORDER FOR THIS 

AD PLEASE 
CALL ACG AT 

310.530.4100 TO 
VERIFY BEFORE 
INSERTING AD

THIS IS A 
“FUNDED” 
JCPENNEY 

CORPORATE 
ELECTRONIC 

DOWNLOAD R.O.P.

REFER TO 
YOUR INSERTION 

ORDER FOR 
BILLING 

INSTRUCTION

TFx28xBxCDxTXxWEB     4x15 web

Sale prices effective through Saturday, 8/16/08 unless otherwise noted. Percentages off regular or original prices, as shown. Actual savings may exceed stated percentage 
off. “Regular” and “Original” prices are offering prices that may not have resulted in sales, and intermediate markdowns may have been taken. “Original” prices may not have been 
in effect during the past 90 days or in all trade areas. “Sale” events exclude Value Right merchandise and items sold everyday at a “2 or more” discount. Merchandise may not be 
available in all JCPenney stores or at jcp.com/catalog. Clearance items available while supplies last. In-store prices and discount offers may not apply to jcp.com/catalog orders.

To find the JCPenney store nearest you, call: 1-877-FIND JCP (1-877-346-3527) or log on to jcp.com!

SHOP TAX FREE!
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, AUGUST 15-17!

SHOP EXTENDED HOURS: FRIDAY 8AM-11PM, SATURDAY 7AM-11PM & SUNDAY 10AM-9PM* 
*Except where prohibited by law.

No Texas state tax charged on clothing, 
footwear, backpacks, backpacks with wheels 

or messenger bags less than $100.

10% discount does not apply to purchases of: Clearance, Doorbusters, Value Right, Cosmetics & Fragrances, Cookware, Cutlery & Gadgets, Electronics, Furniture & Mattresses, Made-To-Measure & Custom 
Window Coverings, Lingerie “2 or more” prices, Personal Care & Fitness, Small Appliances, Clarks, Easy Spirit, Hunter Douglas, Levi’s, Webkinz, Outlet Stores, Services, Salon Services & Service Contracts, Gift 
Card/e-Gift Cards, prior purchases, and the following additional jcp.com/catalog purchases: Combo/“2 or more” prices, Telefl ora & Jodee Catalogs, Baby Gear, Fine China, Floor Care, Housewares, Pools and Toys. 
Discounts cannot be combined with any other discount coupon or applied to current orders. Offer valid 7am-1pm, Saturday, 8/16/08. Extra 10% discount on Fine Jewelry continues until store closing, Saturday, 
8/16/08. 
For jcp.com/catalog orders: shop jcp.com and click “checkout + promo code” and then enter PRE28AM during checkout or call 1-800-222-6161 and ask for code PRE28AM. Current JCPenney catalogs are avail-
able at your local store.

7am-1pm saturday only! 

extra 10%off 
already-reduced sale prices in stores, jcp.com or catalog

doorbusters! 7am-1pm 
saturday

doorbuster 

4.99
JUNIORS’ TEES, 
TANKS & CAMIS
FROM ARIZONA
Orig. $12.

doorbuster 

4.99
ST. JOHN’S BAY®

TANKS & TEES
Misses’ and 
petites’ sizes.
Orig. $12-$14.
Women’s sizes.
6.99 Orig. $16.

doorbuster 

40%
off

ENTIRE STOCK
KIDS’ ATHLETIC
SHOES 
FROM VANS®

REEBOK®

NEW BALANCE®

adidas®

Shown: 17.99-26.99
Reg. $30-$46.

doorbuster 

11.99
GIRLS’ & BOYS’ 
BACKPACKS
Orig. 29.99.
In children’s dept.

doorbuster 

50%
off

ENTIRE STOCK
YOUNG MEN’S
NOVELTY TEES
8.99-9.99
Orig. $18-$20.
Excludes UFC.

doorbuster 

50%
off

ENTIRE STOCK 
SHEETS & SHEET SETS
6.99-79.99 Reg. 13.99-$160.

may occur 15 to 50 years after exposure. 
MESOTHELIOMA or LUNG CANCER
may be caused by asbestos exposure, 
ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA by Ben-
zene exposure and MELANOMA, KID-
NEY or BLADDER CANCER by coal 
tar pitch exposure. Family members 
may also be exposed by dirty clothes.
Call us for professional insight.

CANCER EXPERIENCE 
COUNTS

Lawyers with over 85 years 
combined expertise.

1-888-MESO-FIRM
www.AsbestosLaw.com

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Board Certifi ed Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial 
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT
CAMERON, TEXAS

Industrial
or Toxic

(1-888-637-6347)

By ALLISON HOFFMAN
Associated Press Writer

SAN DIEGO — A for-
mer Big Spring resident 
— an actor who appeared 
in “The 40-Year-Old Vir-
gin” — pleaded not guilty 
Wednesday to attempted 
murder in the stabbing of 
his girlfriend.

Shelley Malil, 43, was or-
dered held on $10 million 
bond after Superior Court 
Judge Marshall Hockett 
deemed him a flight risk. 
He faces a maximum sen-
tence of life in prison if 
convicted of the charge, 
which includes special cir-
cumstances of premedita-
tion, causing great bodily 
injury and using a deadly 
weapon.

Malil was born in Ker-
ala, India and emigrated 
to Texas in 1974 with his 
parents. He attended Big 
Spring High School.

Prosecutor Steven Carver 
said Malil, who first gained 
fame in Budweiser’s 2001 
Super Bowl “What are you 
doing?” commercial, ap-
peared on the back patio 
of Kendra Beebe’s house 
Sunday in the inland sub-
urb of San Marcos and at-
tacked her with a knife 
while her two children 
slept upstairs.

“There was a prolonged 
attack,” Carver said af-
ter Malil’s arraignment 
hearing. “He came up and 
started stabbing her imme-
diately without any words 
or argument.”

A man who was visiting 
Beebe disarmed Malil, 
who found a second knife 
inside the house and con-
tinued attacking Beebe, 
Carver said. A neighbor 
who heard the commotion 
found Malil on the front 
patio and took away the 
second weapon before the 
actor fled.

“He did not stop his mur-
derous acts voluntarily but 
because of the heroic acts 
of the neighbor,” Carver 
said.

Beebe, a 35-year-old moth-
er of two who attended high 
school in Olympia, Wash., 
was stabbed 20 times. At 
least three of the wounds 

— deep punctures to each 
lung and one to her throat 
— were life-threatening.

Beebe remains hospital-
ized but is expected to sur-
vive, Carver said.

Malil was arrested Mon-
day after his lawyer per-
suaded him to board a 
train from Los Angeles to 
Oceanside, in northern 
San Diego County.

“He surrendered him-
self,” said Malil’s attorney, 
Sean Leslie, who contacted 
law enforcement on the ac-
tor’s behalf before the sur-
render.

Malil was initially held 
in lieu of $2 million bail. 
Carver requested an in-
crease to $4 million, cit-
ing the actor’s ties to his 
home country of India, 
along with a phone call 
the actor allegedly placed 
to a friend after the knife 
attack claiming he was in 
Tijuana, Mexico.

Leslie said he did not 
know anything about the 
call.

Beebe, a cheerleader at 
Olympia High School, was 
also a member of the de-
bate and French clubs and 
was voted the most spir-
ited woman in the class of 
1991, according to the high 
school annual.

“She was wonderful and 
sweet and full of life,” Sar-
ah Kabat of Olympia, who 
graduated with Beebe’s 
brother in 1992, told The 
Olympian newspaper.

Malil was convicted in 
2005 of a misdemeanor 
hit-and-run while driving 
under the influence of al-
cohol, Carver said.

Malil starred in the Bud-
weiser commercial, a 
spinoff of the “Whassup” 
spots from 2000. He played 
a co-worker, Haziz, to co-
median Steve Carell’s title 
character in “The 40-Year-
Old Virgin.”

The Associated Press 
called Malil’s partnership 
with Gerry Bednob in the 
movie one of the “Top 10 
Overlooked Performances 
of 2005.”

He has also appeared in 
dozens of TV shows in-
cluding “NYPD Blue” and 
“Scrubs.”

AP Photo/San Diego Union-Tribune, Scott Linnett 
Shelley Malil is led into the courtroom by San Diego Sheriff’s Deputies before his arraignment in Vista Superior 
Court Wednesday in Vista, Calif. Malil, 43, the actor who appeared in “The 40-Year-Old Virgin,” has been charged 
with attempted murder after his girlfriend was stabbed more than 20 times, authorities said. He pleaded not 
guilty.

40-Year-Old Virgin’ 
actor pleads not guilty;
bond set at $10 million
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This Date 
In History

Today is Thursday, Aug. 14, the 
227th day of 2008. There are 139 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
One hundred years ago, on Aug. 

14, 1908, rioting erupted in 
Springfield, Ill., as a white mob, 
enraged that two black criminal 
suspects (one later convicted of 
murder, the other exonerated of 
rape) had been spirited away from 
the city jail by authorities, began 
setting black-owned homes and 
businesses on fire. At least two 
blacks and five whites were killed 
in the violence. (The riot helped 
inspire the creation of the NAACP 
the following year.)

On this date:
In 1848, the Oregon Territory 

was created.
In 1900, international forces, 

including U.S. Marines, entered 
Beijing to put down the Boxer 
Rebellion, which was aimed at 
purging China of foreign influ-
ence.

In 1935, President Roosevelt 
signed the Social Security Act into 
law.
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Feldick Rocio SavedBell Maya Paid Paid Angel Wiggles SportsCenter
Life To SavedBell Israel Arthur Life To Paid Bunny

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

XXIX Sum-
mer Olym-
pics (SS)

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter
Beakman SavedBell Clifford Paid Movie: 

WarGames, 
Ally Sheedy 

Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Fresh Pr. Super Made Movie: Octo-
pussy, Louis 
Jourdan 

Charmed Strokes Handy SportsCenter
Lopez Fresh Pr. Dragon Made Strokes Tigger

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

Casos de 
Familia

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Babar Movie: 
The Fifth 
Element, Ian 
Holm 

Swallow Word Cash Cab ER Strokes Suite Life ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter
Friend Scott Big World Cash Cab Strokes Phineas

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Mujer... 
Casos

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Tierra XXIX 
Summer 
Olympics 

Hagee Sesame 
Street

Deadliest 
Catch 

Movie: 
Sniper, J.T. 
Walsh 

ER 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Montana SportsCenter 
Plateados Faye H. Wizards

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Home Rubí Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Pasión de 
Gavilanes

Otterness Caillou Conspiracy 
Test

Disorderly 
Con.

Las Vegas Movie: Bob 
the Butler 

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter
Media Home Im Uri Harel Signing Hell Date

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Muchachitas Judge A. News Home Im Israel Rogers A Haunting Movie: Iron 
Eagle, David 
Suchet 

Disorderly 
Con.

Without a 
Trace

BET Now SportsCenter
Judge A. Bold & B. Home Im Israel Place Phineas

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Lola, Erase 
una Vez

Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Frijolito Days of our 
Lives

Just Scrivner Los Ninos A Haunting Amazing 
Video

Law & Order Phineas Best of SportsCenter 
Hatchett Just Swann Martin Phineas 1st and 

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Palabra de 
Mujer

Judge Guiding Light Decisiones Rachael Ray Yes, Dear Light of the 
Southwest

New York The FBI Files Amazing 
Video

Law & Order Hell Date Suite Life Racing Lines
Judge Yes, Dear Fine Art Movie: Strik-

ing Distance 
Hell Date Games NFL Year Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Feud Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Cyber Deadliest 
Catch 

Star Trek: 
Voyager

Charmed Harvey Suite Life Lines NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. Feud King WordGirl Harvey Suite Life Football Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Tyra Banks 
Show

Montel Wil-
liams 

Al Rojo Vivo News Seinfeld Light Reading It Takes a 
Thief 

Star Trek: 
Voyager

Charmed Rap City Cory NASCAR Horn
Inside Seinfeld Acquire Fetch Movie: Road 

House, Sam 
Elliott

Games Burning Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Simpsons News Noticias News Friends Granger News Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Wizards Horn SportsCtr.
ABC ABC Noticiero King-Hill CBS Noticiero NBC Raymond Brad Business Cash Cab Wizards Interrupt Fantasy Draft

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Querida 
Enemiga

Simpsons News 12 Cora-
zones

News Raymond Sanchez News-Lehrer Made CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Movie: 
Quints 

Football
Entertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Raymond Hagee Made Hell Date E:60

  :PM
 7 :30

Ugly Betty Ugly Betty Diablo-Gua-
pos

NFL 
Preseason 
Football: 
Panthers at 
Eagles

Big Brother 
10 

El Juramento XXIX 
Summer 
Olympics 

Friends Israel Texas Assembly Movie: 
Apollo 13, 
Kevin Bacon

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Law & Order Blk Car City Slam
Friends Sprna Texas Assembly Access Montana Tape 

  :PM
 8 :30

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Fuego en la 
Sangre

CSI: Crime 
Scn

Doña Bar-
bara

Movie: The 
Truman 
Show 

Light of the 
Southwest

Antiques 
Roadshow

Smash Lab TNA iM-
PACT! 

Bones Movie: State 
Property 2 

Montana Tape 
Suite Life Tape 

  :PM
 9 :30

Private 
Practice 

Private 
Practice 

Rosa Gua-
dalu

Flashpoint Sin Senos Out of Left 
Field

MythBusters Movie: 
Scream, 
Courteney 
Cox 

Wizards Tape Baseball 
TonightLife De MLS Soccer: 

Galaxy at 
Chivas USA

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Two Men News Noticias Sex & Israel Charlie Rose Made Movie: The 
Hunt for Red 
October, 
Scott Glenn 

UFC Un-
leashed

Hell Date Suite Life SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero Raymond Late Show Titulares Sex & Van Impe Made The Boot Montana

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Hora de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Summer 
Olym.

(:10) Movie: 
Turbulence 

Dr. Smiley Assembly Real Vice Movie: 
Scream, 
Courteney 
Cox 

Diff Wrld So Raven NFL Live
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Swallow Smiley Assembly Real Vice Diff Wrld Phil Baseball

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Amarte-
Pecado

RENO 911 Deci News Israel (Off Air) Smash Lab Sports Comicview Replace NASCAR SportsCenter 
Paydirt Paid Lopez Insider Pagado Summer 

Olym.
LightWrld Wild Games X Games 

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Paid Clasicos RENO 911 Entertain XXIX Sum-
mer Olym-
pics (SS)

(:10) Movie: 
Vertical 
Limit, Robin 
Tunney 

Light of the 
Southwest

MythBusters Movie: 
The China 
Syndrome, 
Michael 
Douglas 

Movie: The 
Russian 
Specialist 

The X-Files BET Late Emperor SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Humor King-Hill Paid XXIX 

Summer 
Olympics 

Dragon NFL Year

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Tyra Banks 
Show

(:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Paid The X-Files Diff Wrld Proud Boxing: 
Wednesday 
Night Fights.

X Games 
Paid Paid Diff Wrld Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:06) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: From 
Justin to 
Kelly

How Can Comfort Paid The X-Files BET Inspira-
tion

Maggie SportsCenter 
Interstitial Sanchez Paid (:45) Movie: 

Titanic 
Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Business Harvey Swallow Paid Paid The X-Files Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero News Paid Harvey Dr. Paid Paid Lilo Stitch ESPNews
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In 1945, President Truman 
announced that Japan had surren-
dered unconditionally, ending 
World War II.

In 1947, Pakistan became inde-
pendent of British rule.

In 1948, the summer Olympic 
games in London ended.

In 1958, Elvis Presley’s mother, 
Gladys Love Smith Presley, died in 
Memphis, Tenn., at age 46.

In 1969, British troops went to 
Northern Ireland to intervene in 
sectarian violence between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics.

In 1973, the U.S. bombing of 
Cambodia came to a halt effective 
at midnight.

In 1980, workers went on strike 
at the Lenin Shipyard in Gdansk, 
Poland, in a job action that result-
ed in the creation of the Solidarity 
labor movement.

Today’s Birthdays: Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author Russell 
Baker is 83. Singer Buddy Greco is 
82. Singer Dash Crofts is 70. Rock 
singer David Crosby is 67. Country 
singer Connie Smith is 67. Former 
jockey Robyn Smith Astaire is 64. 
Comedian-actor Steve Martin is 63. 
Singer-musician Larry Graham is 
62. Actress Susan Saint James is 
62. Author Danielle Steel is 61. 
Rock singer-musician Terry 
Adams (NRBQ) is 58. “Far Side” 
cartoonist Gary Larson is 58. Actor 

Carl Lumbly is 57. Film composer 
James Horner is 55.  Actress 
Marcia Gay Harden is 49. Former 
basketball player Earvin “Magic” 
Johnson is 49. Singer Sarah 
Brightman is 48. Actress Susan 
Olsen is 47. Rock musician Keith 
Howland (Chicago) is 44. Actress 
Halle Berry is 42. Actress Catherine 
Bell is 40. Country musician Cody 
McCarver (Confederate Railroad) 
is 40. Rock musician Kevin 
Cadogan is 38. Actor Scott Michael 
Campbell is 37. Actress Lalanya 
Masters is 36. Actor Christopher 
Gorham is 34. Actress Mila Kunis 
is 25.

Thought for Today: “Nothing is 
so soothing to our self-esteem as to 
find our bad traits in our fore-
bears. It seems to absolve us.” — 
Van Wyck Brooks, American 
author (1886-1963).

® 2008 The Associated Press.



‘’Texas 7’ gang member seeking 
accountability, volunteers 
for execution Thursday

HUNTSVILLE (AP) — Michael Rodri-
guez’s downfall began with an infatua-
tion.

If he follows through with his plans to 
be held accountable, it ends Thursday 
evening in the Texas death chamber.

Rodriguez, 45, a key member of the 
“Texas 7” — a group of seven fugitives 
who broke out of a South Texas prison in 
one of the state’s most notorious escapes 
— has dropped all his appeals and is vol-
unteering for execution for his part in 
the killing of a Dallas-area police officer 
almost eight years ago.

“Whatever we do, there’s restitution to 
be made,” Rodriguez, 45, told The Associ-
ated Press in a recent interview outside 
death row. “But in this situation, the only 
thing I can do is be held accountable. and 
express sincere condolences.”

Rodriguez’s execution, the eighth this 
year in the nation’s busiest death penalty 
state, would cap more than two years of 
efforts he initiated to short-circuit the ap-
peals process and accelerate his punish-
ment.

“Sadly, a lot of people got hurt,” Rodri-
guez said.

Rodriguez would be the first of the six 
surviving members of the infamous “Tex-
as 7” to be executed.

Lawsuit filed in Texas bus crash
HOUSTON (AP) — A relative of three 

of the victims of the bus crash near Sher-
man is requesting unspecified actual and 
punitive damages in a lawsuit naming 
the vehicle’s manufacturer, owner and 
driver.

Lau Pham’s wife was injured and his 
mother-in-law, Cham Nguyen, and sister-
in-law, Catherine Tran, were among the 
17 who died as a result of the accident 
early last Friday.

Pham, who was not among the 55 passen-
gers on the bus, filed a lawsuit Wednes-
day in state district court naming Angel 
de la Torre and his bus firms Angel Tours 
Inc., Iguala BusMex Inc. and Iguala Bus 
Ltd. Co. Also included were the bus driv-
er, Barrett Wayne Broussard, and Motor 
Coach Industries Inc., the bus manufac-
turer.

Broussard is in a Sherman hospital in 
critical condition. None of the parties 
named in the lawsuit could be reached for 
comment, the Houston Chronicle report-

ed Thursday in its online edition. Repeat-
ed voicemail messages left by The Associ-
ated Press for de la Torre, including one 
Wednesday, have not been returned.

The lawsuit seeks compensation related 
to medical costs for Pham’s wife, Bich 
Ngoc Tran.

“We want to know how can this hap-
pen. We want to find out the truth,” Peter 
Pham, Lau Pham’s son, told the newspa-
per.

State District Judge John T. Wooldridge 
granted a request included in the suit that 
prevents the bus or other evidence from 
being altered until Pham’s attorneys and 
their accident experts can investigate 
them. Part of the evidence is a blown 
front tire which is suspected of causing 
the deadly crash.

“The physical evidence, the bus, the 
tire tell a story,” said Rob Ammons, Lau 
Pham’s attorney. “It’s going to tell us 
what happened in the crash.”

Texas child left in hot car dies
WEBSTER (AP) — A 3-year-old child is 

dead after police said he was left in a hot 
car all day in Webster.

Webster police say the child’s grand-
mother, 44-year-old Donna Chesser, 
called 911 Wednesday when she left work 
and realized her grandson was still in the 
car. Police say she told them she appar-
ently forgot to drop the boy off at day care 
on her way to work.

Police believe the child was in the car 
for 10 hours. No charges were filed and 
police said the case would be presented to 
a grand jury.

Webster is about 23 miles southeast of 
Houston.

The National Weather Service said the 
high at Houston Hobby Airport was 89 de-
grees with a heat index of 96 degrees.

Brazoria County judge 
accused of sexual harassment

ANGLETON (AP) — The State Commis-
sion on Judicial Conduct suspended Bra-
zoria County Court at Law Judge James 
A. Blackstock with pay on Wednesday in 
connection with sexual harassment al-
legations raised by three female employ-
ees.

Brazoria County District Attorney Jeri 
Yenne charged Blackstock on Tuesday 
with 14 counts of misdemeanor official 
oppression between July 2007 and June 
2008.

Under state law, official oppression hap-

pens when a public servant abuses his po-
sition to mistreat another person.

Blackstock is accused of sending lewd 
photos to them via cell phone and e-mail 
and inappropriately touching three fe-
male employees under their shirt and 
kissing them. The employees worked for 
the county’s juvenile probation depart-
ment.

The 61-year-old has been removed from 
the bench indefinitely.

Report: No child abuse found by 
investigators

HOUSTON (AP) — Child Protective 
Services has ended its investigation into 
abuse allegations of a 24-year-old mother 
whose five young children were kid-
napped by a woman who had been caring 
for them.

The children were returned unharmed 

and 44-year-old Rhonda Tavey was ar-
rested and charged with five counts of 
kidnapping. She is free on bond.

CPS agency spokeswoman Estella Ol-
giun told the Houston Chronicle in its 
online edition Thursday that no abuse 
or wrongdoing was found and the family, 
quote, “has the right to go on with their 
everyday lives.”

Harris County prosecutors have also 
said they found no evidence to support 
Tavey’s claims of abuse.

Erica Alphonse, the children’s mother 
and a Hurricane Katrina survivor, said 
she was pleased with the outcome. Tavey 
opened her home to the family after the 
hurricane.

Tavey’s attorney Dick DeGuerin said 
that the CPS investigation did not go far 
enough.

It was unclear whether Tavey would 
continue her custody pursuit.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE

The Glasscock County Independent School District will hold a public meeting 
on August 25th, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. in Glasscock County ISD Boardroom, Garden 
City, Texas. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the school district’s 
budget that will determine the tax rate that will be adopted. Public partici-
pation in the discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at 
a later date may not exceed the proposed rate shown below unless the district 
publishes a revised notice containing the same information and comparisons set 
out below and holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rate

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Maintenance
& Operations

Last Year This Year

Interest &
Sinking Fund*

Local Revenue
Per Student

State Revenue
Per StudentTotal

Last Year’s Rate                   $1.0173                      $.08000*                   $1.09730               $12,569.                    $3,507
   
Rate to Maintain Same      $1.0033                       $.04475                     $1.04809              $14.235                       $1,870
 Level of Maintenance
 & Operations Revenue
 & Pay Debt  Service         

Proposed Rate                     $1.0400                        $0.0500*                   $1.09100                $15,314                       $1,870 

*The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded Indebtedness on construction,
  equipment or both. The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by

Average Market Value of Residences

Average Taxable Value of Residences

Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value

Taxes Due on Average Residence

Increase (Decrease) in Taxes

$41,389

$27,357

$1.0973

$300.18

$44,178

$28,965

$1.0901

$315.17

$14.99

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence home-
stead of a person 65 years of age or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if 
the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the person died, may not be 
increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 65, regard-
less of changes in tax rate or property value.

Notice of Rollback Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before 
requiring voter approval at an election is $1.0401. This election will be auto-
matically held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the rollback rate of  
$1.0401.

Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not 
encumbered with or by a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for 
operating the district before receipt of the first state aid payment:

                    Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s)       $1,343,219.00
                    Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s)                             $14,791.00

Maintenance Tax                                  $1.0401/$100 (Proposed rate for
                                                                       maintenance and operations)

School Debt Tax
Approved by Local Voters                    $.0500/$100 (proposed rate to pay
                                                                                  bonded indebtedness)

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget

The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount 
budgeted in the preceding fiscal year and the amount budgeted for the fiscal 
year that begins during the current tax year is indicated for each of the follow-
ing expenditure categories:

       Maintenance and operations  25% increase   or      ______% (decrease)

       Debt service                          ______% increase   or               10% (decrease)

       Total expenditures                   15% increase  or         ______% (decrease)        

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value
(as calculated under Section 26.04, Tax Code)

 Total appraised value* of all property          $926,660,650.              $1,230,517,600
 Total appraised value* of new property**    $1,458,560.                 $1,238,560.
 Total taxable value*** of all property            $785,766,660.             $1,089,138,610
 Total taxable value*** of new property**     $1,292,920.                 $1,039,850.

* “Appraised value” is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Section 1.04(8), Tax Code.

** “New property” is defined by Section 26.012(17), Tax Code.

*** “Taxable value” is defined by Section 1.04(10), Tax Code.

Bonded Indebtedness

     Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness* $3,479,099.00

*Outstanding principal.
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Preceding Tax Year   Current Tax Year

Elmer “Edman” McMurray
Diagnosed with Acute Leukemia

Blood Drive
Thursday, August 21

3:00pm - 7pm
Big Spring H.E.B. on Gregg St.

We need ALL blood types to donate. He will re-
ceive 1 unit of credit for every 4 units donated. 
He will need 1-2 units of blood daily, for the next 
6 weeks. However we are in desperate need for 
B negative or O negative. If you have either of 
these blood types we ask that you give blood at 
the “Midland United Blood Services”. You must 
give his full name at the time you donate, in order 
for him to receive the credit.

Please remember to give his full name.

Please keep him in your prayers.
Our Heart Felt Thanks
The McMurray Family

12778

State Briefs▼



Local8A Big Spring Herald
Thursday, August 14, 2008

Sherry Wegner Insurance
1902 N. HWY. 87

Big Spring, TX 79720
“Specializing In Crop Insurance”

Serving Farmers and Ranchers
for Over 25 Years

“Your Friend come hail or high water”

432-267-2555                                     www.swcia.com
12455

When you have a policy from New York Life, 
you’ll know that we’re thinking about the fu-
ture as much as you are. That’s because we’re 
a mutual insurance company. Which means 
we’re owned by you, the policyholder. This al-
lows us to maintain our focus on serving your 
long-term needs. So your goals are our goals. 

NEW YORK LIFE THE COMPANY YOU KEEP

Talk to your local New York Life Insurance Company agent today 
about securing your family’s future.

Eric Fonte, Agent
New York Life Insurance Company
#6 Desta Dr. St. 2075 Midland, TX 79705
P. 432-688-3154 C. 432-889-5778
mcfonte@ft.newyorklife.com

12457

SLATON INSURANCE
AGENCY

CALL US TODAY
FOR A FREE QUOTE ON CAR INSURANCE 12526

Vicki Slaton
205 W. 15th      •      267-2398

Larry Hollar

CALL FOR A FREE
QUOTE TODAY

801 E. FM 700
263-1275 12651

David Clinkscales
District Sales Coordinator
An Independent Agent Representing Aflac

707 E. 3rd Street
Suite 111
Big Spring, Texas 79720
432.267.9523 office
800.603.9240 toll free
432.618.3600 efax
david_clinkscales@usaflac.com
aflac.com

For All Your Supplemental Insurance Needs
12660

Tommy Churchwell

Call For Competitive
Quotes On All Your

Insurance
2303 Goliad                                         (432) 267-3857

Leslie Zant
408 E. FM 700
267-9455

Auto • Home • Life

CALL FOR A
 QUOTE TODAY

12456

What To Look For In An Insurance Agent?
Your business insurance agent should first of all be someone who 
you like and trust or else the relationship will fail. You 
also want somebody who understands and is ready to learn 
about you & your risk.

Having found a good agent, stick with him year in and 
year out but occasionally have him cross quoted to ensure 
he is keeping his eye on your ball. Also keep him informed 
of changes. Insurance is not a once a year task!

Finally bear in mind that you are taking out insurance to 
mitigate a risk which is important to you, so don’t com-
promise by dealing with a second rate agent or insurer in 
order to save money as that increases your risk exposure.

• Trust Reliability
• Integrity Stability

108 South Salem
Big Spring

Fowler
Insurance Agency

Serving Big Spring and Surrounding Area Since 1966

432-393-5712

HELP US

HELP YOU
AVOID DELAYS AT THE POLL

CHECK YOUR VOTING STATUS NOW

REGISTER TO VOTE

DEADLINE
OCTOBER 6, 2008

CONTACT THE ELECTIONS OFFICE
3RD FLOOR OF THE COURTHOUSE

264-2273 12890

By DAVID McFADDEN
Associated Press Writer

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — Call it 
the ultimate cat fight.

On an island that has come under fire for 
throwing dogs from bridges and euthaniz-
ing healthy racehorses, the animal rights 
debate has now turned to hundreds of feral 
cats that prowl Old San Juan.

Some say the cats are a tourist draw in 
the colonial district, just like the narrow 
cobblestone streets and fortresses over-
looking the ocean.

But many, including the Puerto Rican 
government, say the felines have become 
an unsightly nuisance, a health hazard 
and a blemish on the area’s charm.

Leading the critics is the Puerto Rican 
Health Department’s chief veterinarian, 
Carlos Carazo Gilot, who proposes to herd 
the cats into one vacant building.

“Trash cans turned over, cat smells all 
over the city, cats with skin problems and 
lameness wandering in and out of vacated 
old buildings,” said Carazo, ticking off his 
objections. “In my book, leaving cats to 
wander in the streets of San Juan is in 
itself cruelty to animals.”

The community group Save a Gato says 
its program of trapping, neutering and 
releasing the felines has cut the popula-
tion by more than half in the last three 
years. And past proposals to remove the 
cats have prompted thousands to sign peti-
tions in protest.

“We want to make the cats’ lives as good 
as possible,” said Save a Gato president 
Sylvine Sherwood, a longtime Old San 
Juan resident. “We have a deep respect for 
life.”

Either way, the cats are prowling the 
front lines in Puerto Rico’s latest animal 
rights dustup. Last October, reports of pets 
that were seized from housing projects and 
thrown to their deaths brought global con-
demnation and triggered calls for tourist 
boycotts. An Associated Press investiga-
tion found that thousands of unwanted 
animals were tossed off bridges, buried 
alive and otherwise inhumanely disposed 
of by taxpayer-financed animal control 
programs.

Then in May, the AP reported that more 
than 400 former racehorses, many in per-
fect health, are killed each year by injec-
tion because owners find it too expensive 
to keep and feed them after they stop rac-
ing.

Feral cats in Old San Juan live on feed-
ings by volunteers, who leave kibble and 
water where they dwell — along a scenic 
walkway below the Castillo San Felipe del 
Morro, the fortress dominating the 
entrance to San Juan Bay that is run by 

the U.S. Park Service.
The mostly healthy looking cats, off-

spring of abandoned domestic pets, emerge 
from their shady refuges, switch their 
tails and warily eat their fill before slink-
ing into crevices between shoreline rocks.

A few bold strays are sporadically seen 
napping on pews of the historic cathedral 
where Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de 
Leon is interred. Parked cars are often 
overlaid with paw prints — or worse. But 
that doesn’t deter the cat lovers.

“The cats are absolutely great for Old 
San Juan,” said Lady Lee Andrews, whose 
souvenir and crafts shop sells feline-
themed items to tourists who stroll the 
cobblestone streets during cruise stop-
overs. “They’re not hurting anyone, and 
most visitors love them.”

Sherwood said the trap, neuter and 
release process has helped cut the dis-
trict’s waterfront cat population from 250 
in 2005 to about 85 currently. The program 
is an animal control model used in cities 
from New York to Buenos Aires.

And the cat colonies will continue to 
wither as more are neutered, said Save a 
Gato organizer Lesleigh Cox.

The U.S. Park Service, once an advocate 
of removing the cats, now agrees that neu-
tering has cut the population significant-
ly.

Park Superintendent Walter Chavez in 
2004 proposed trapping the cats and remov-
ing them from the walkway under park 
jurisdiction. He shelved the idea when it 
sparked a letter-writing campaign and 
petitions signed by thousands of outraged 
activists, who said the cats would be euth-
anized.

But the U.S. island’s government dis-
putes Save a Gato’s numbers.

Carazo says trap, neuter and release is 
not working because irresponsible pet 
owners keep dumping more animals, and 
sterilized cats still carry diseases.

He says the cats pose a host of health 
hazards, including toxoplasmosis, a para-
site-borne infection transmitted by cat 
bites or scratches. It can cause serious 
complications for human fetuses and peo-
ple with weak immune systems.

As a compromise, Carazo plans to meet 
with the San Juan municipal government 
about moving the wild cat colonies into 
abandoned buildings, where Save a Gato 
volunteers could run a shelter and place 
adoptable strays in homes.

Puerto Rico, where there is no pet regis-
tration law and little spaying or neutering, 
is “now learning about proper animal con-
trol and protection concepts,” Carazo said. 
“We will keep working to solve this prob-
lem, hopefully without euthanizing any 
cat.”

(AP Photo/Brennan Linsley)

Stray cats browse for food given to them by women from the local charity “Save A 
Gato,” along a rocky shore in Old San Juan, Puerto Rico, June 19. Some say the 
cats are a tourist draw in the colonial district, just like the narrow cobblestone 
streets and fortresses overlooking the ocean. But many, including the Puerto Rican 
government, say the felines have become an unsightly nuisance, a health hazard 
and a blemish on the area’s charm. 
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