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Sen. Cornyn assistant coming
Elizabeth Cox, West Tesxas regional assistant for 

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, will be in How-
ard County Thursday to meet with constituents, 
address any federal concerns they may have and 
assist with various other services.
She will be in the second floor country court-

room at the Howard County Courthouse from 
1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
The public is invited.

Settles
facelift
by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

The mid-August groundbreaking for 
the Settles Hotel will begin with more 
than just swinging hammers, as Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry is expected to serve as 
the keynote speaker for a ceremony to 
kick off renovations to the downtown 
landmark.

Big Spring native G. Brint Ryan, 
manager of the Settles Hotel Development 
Company, made the announcement 
Tuesday night during a joint meeting of 
the Big Spring City Council and the city’s 
economic development corporation.

“On Aug. 21 we have our 
groundbreaking ceremony scheduled 
and we appreciate the governor being 
willing to come out,” said Ryan. “He’s 
been very gracious in accepting our 
invitation to deliver the keynote 
address at the ceremony, and we’re 
really looking forward to that. After he 
steps off the podium, we’re going to start 
asbestos abatement, and we’re really 
thrilled about that.”

Ryan said the project — which has seen 
its budget balloon from $12 million to 
nearly $20 million over the past year — 
is behind schedule, but he feels confident 
it’s moving in the right direction.

“This has been a very exhausting 
process. We’ve had a number of legal 
issues dealing with the microwave 
equipment that had to be removed 
from the building,” said Ryan, “we 
had significant consulting that had to 
be done on the asbestos abatement and 
we’ve been in the salvage operation 
in the building for the last six weeks, 
removing all the salvageable material 
before we start abatement. That includes 
all the sinks, the bath tubs, the fixtures

See SETTLES, Page 3A

Perry to headline
Aug. 21 ceremony

HERALD file photo

Texas Gov. Rick Perry will deliver the keynote address during an Aug. 21 ground-
breaking ceremony to mark the beginning of a $20 million renovation of the Settles 
Hotel.

Ryan
offers
'toolbox'
to city

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Economic development was the focus 
Tuesday night when the Big Spring City 
Council held its quarterly meeting with  
the Big Spring Economic Development 
board of directors, and according to one 
Big Spring native, it’s all about what 
you have in your toolbox.

Brint Ryan, manager of the Settles 
Hotel Development Company and 
owner of Ryan Inc., an economic 
development consulting firm, met with 
both groups to offer a contract to the 
government agencies he said will help 
the city develop a “first-class approach” 
to attracting new industries.

“The primary intent of the contract is 
two-fold,” said Ryan. “First, it’s to help 
the Big Spring Economic Development 
Corporation develop a first-class 
approach to economic development, 
using all of the tools at their disposal. 
Not just the local incentives they rely 
on so heavily today, but the federal 
and state tax credits, grants and other 
money that is available to put together a 
complete, comprehensive package. 

We think that is going to significantly 
enhance their ability to attract new 
investment and new employers to Big 
Spring.

“The second part is we want to continue 
to develop our relationship with the 
economic development corporation. 
Since we started with the Settles Hotel, 
we’ve worked closely with them and 
they’ve been extremely supportive, 
and we want to grow that relationship 
further. That way, as we see deals 
coming through our pipeline — as we 
see clients looking for an attractive place 
to relocate — we can work directly with 
the economic development corporation 
and close some of those deals for Big

See RYAN, Page 3A

Wants to help
with economic
development push

BSISD registration to begin
by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

The first tangible sign that 
another school year is arriving 
begins within the next few days.

Big Spring public school classes 
begin Aug. 25, and officials have 
released student registration 
information for the new school 
year.

Registration for students new 
to the district in grades kinder-
garten through 8 — and other 
kindergarteners who did not reg-
ister in May — will be held from 

Aug. 6 through Aug. 8 at their 
respective campuses. New high 
school students may register 
beginning Monday at the BSHS 
central office.

No appointment is necessary.
New students must provide 

their birth certificate, immuniza-
tion record and Social Security 
number when they register.

BSISD elementary campuses 
(grades K through 4) are Bauer 
(264-4121), Kentwood (264-4130), 
Marcy (264-4144), Moss (264-4148)

See bSISD, Page 3A

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

How soon a proposed 
district sales tax could 
go to voters in Howard 
County may depend on 
just how agreeable city 
councils in Forsan and 
Coahoma are to the idea, 
as commissioners look 
to move forward with a 

county assistance district 
sales tax.

The sales tax — which 
could range from 1/8, 1/4, 
3/8, or 1/2 of 1 percent 
— would effect all of the 
unincorporated portions 
of the county, as well as 
the cities of Coahoma 
and Forsan, but would 
not effect vendors located 

in the city of Big Spring, 
which falls under the 
umbrella of the Big Spring 
Economic Development 
Corporation.

However, according to 
County Judge Mark Barr, 
whether to present the 
proposed tax to voters

See TAX, Page 3A

County eyes
district tax
referendum
in November
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Golf City Championship
slated for this weekend

The Big Spring City Championship will take place this 
weekend at the city golf course in Comanche Trail 
Park. 

Cost is $40 with no green fees. The payout will be in 
the form of pro shop gift certificates.

A handicap is needed and there will be three divisions 
of play. Each division will be flighted after Saturday's 
scores. 

Call the pro shop at 264-2366 for more information and 
to set tee times.

Big Spring two-a-day schedules
for volleyball and football

Two-a-day practices for Big Spring volleyball and foot-
ball start Monday. 

The football team will practice Monday through Friday 
with the first session lasting from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 
the second occuring from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Volleyball two-a-days occur Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and then from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Call Kay Cook with any questions at 264-3662.

Steer football season 
ticket sales have begun

Big Spring High School 2008 football season tickets 
have gone on sale at the Athletic Training Center.

Only people who have previously owned season tick-

ets are able to buy through Aug. 7. 
Sales for the general public begin Aug. 11 and end 

Aug. 22.
Tickets can be bought Monday through Thursday 

between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. at the ATC.
Call Kay Cook at 264-3662 with any questions.

Crossroads Youth Football
Association sign-ups start Saturday

Crossroads Youth Football Association begins sign-
ups for both football and cheerleading for the 2008 sea-
son Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Big Spring 
Mall. 

Subsequent sign-up dates will be held Aug. 9, 16 and 23 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the mall. Late sign-ups for foot-
ball only is Aug. 30 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. There are no 
late sign-ups for cheerleading. 

For more information, visit www.freewebs.com/cyfa. 
For questions regarding football, call John Sotelo at 
816-3060, and for cheerleading, contact Trish Hobdy at 
393-5647.

Ragball tournament at
Towle Park in Snyder

A ragball tournament benefiting the Rose Sanchez 
cancer fund is being played at Towle Park in Snyder 
Friday and Saturday.

Cost is $100 a team with first- and second-place T-shirts 
being given as prizes. 

For more information or to register, call Andrew at 
(325) 573-1814 or Joe at (325) 573-8164.

Lady Steers Booster Club
holding important meeting

The Big Spring Lady Steers Booster Club is holding an 
important meeting at 7 p.m. Aug. 5, concerning the 
future organization of the club.

Any parent of a Lady Steers athlete, junior high or 
high school, is encouraged to attend the meeting taking 
place at the Athletic Training Center. 

The Lady Steers volleyball team will also meet the 
same day at 6 p.m. in Steer Gym.

Big Spring QB Club
meeting Monday

The Big Spring Quarterback Club will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday in the Athletic Training Center. Any parent of 
a Steers football player is encouraged to attend. 

For more information, call Denise Carillo at 816-1685.

HCYHC hosting series
of Jackpot Play Days

The Howard County Youth Horseman Club is hosting 
a series of Jackpot Play Days open to the public at the 
HCYHC Arena, located on Garden City Highway — half 
a mile off N. Highway 87.

The first play day in the series is at 6 p.m. Aug. 9.
For more information, call 213-6177 or 267-8041.

Sports in brief

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

One is never too young to climb 
onto the back of a horse.

This is proved by the Howard 
County Youth Horseman Club. 
The HCYHC prides itself on 
assisting in the teaching of 
young kids horsemanship 
skills.

“The purpose of our club is to 
create an interest in showing, 
training, competition and horse-
manship for youth of Howard 
County and the surrounding 

areas,” said HCYHC Secretary 
Dana Nix. “We also want to help 
prepare these kids for a future 
in rodeo if they choose to pursue 
one.”

HCYHC’s season consists of 
four series. Each series has three 
different play days attached to 
it. There are several different 
age divisions within the realms 
of the competitions, ranging 
from six years old and younger 
to 13-15-year-old boys or girls.

See HCYHC, Page 2B

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull

Pete Hofacket leads Neely Key through a poles course at the Howard County Youth Horseman Club's 
final play day in its third series Saturday at the HCYHC Arena located on Garden City Highway.

Giddyup
HCYHC wrapped up third
series of season Saturday

The Associated Press
ARLINGTON — Ramon 

Vazquez made three 
errors, including one that 
let the go-ahead run score. 
He atoned in a hurry.

Vazquez’s two-run dou-
ble in the bottom of the 
ninth lifted the Rangers to 
an 11-10 victory over the 
Seattle Mariners after 
Texas had wasted a seven-
run lead after three 
innings.

“It’s awesome. I was glad 

to do something to end the 
game. It would have been 
a tough one leaving this 
game if we would have 
lost,” Vazquez said.

Texas trailed 10-9 in the 
bottom of the ninth. But 
Marlon Byrd and Chris 
Davis singled off Seattle 
closer J.J. Putz (2-4).

Byrd was forced at third 
on Gerald Laird’s ground-
out while attempting to

See RANGERS, Page 2B

AP photo/Matt Slocum

Texas Rangers first baseman Gerald Laird, center, cel-
ebrates with teammates Chris Davis (19) and Michael 
Young (10) after scoring on Ramon Vazquez's game-
winning two-run double in the ninth inning of an AL 
baseball game against the Seattle Mariners Tuesday 
in Arlington.

By CHRIS DUNCAN
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON — The 
Houston Rockets are close 
to an agreement to acquire 
Ron Artest from the 
Sacramento Kings, two 
people familiar with the 
negotiations told The 
Associated Press.

The Rockets will give up 
guard Bobby Jackson, who 
played for the Kings from 
2000-05, and another player 
— likely rookie forward 
Donte Greene, according 
to two NBA people who 
confirmed the deal, but 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because no official 
announcement had been 
made.

The Houston Chronicle 
first reported details of the 
trade on its Web site on 
Tuesday night.

Artest’s long-anticipated 
move out of Sacramento 
probably can’t be 
announced yet because 
Greene, acquired by the 
Rockets on draft night last 
month, signed a contract 

with Houston on July 14. 
A player can’t be traded 
within 30 days of signing a 
contract, according to 
league rules.

Rockets general manager 
Daryl Morey did not imme-
diately return a phone 
message. Rockets spokes-
man Nelson Luis said 
Morey was traveling out of 
the country and unavail-
able for comment. Morey 
planned to attend the 
Olympics next month.

The Kings confirmed 
that the teams had spoken 
about Artest.

“We have had some very 
positive discussions with 
Houston involving Ron, 
but no trade is imminent 
at this time,” said Geoff 
Petrie, the Kings’ presi-
dent of basketball opera-
tions.

The 6-foot-7, 248-pound 
Artest averaged 20.5 points 
last season, his highest 
since 2004-05, when he 
averaged 24.5 for Indiana. 
He also grabbed 5.8 
rebounds per game for 
Sacramento last season.

Trouble in
Houston?

Vasquez's double
gives Texas win

Controversial Artest
traded to Rockets

AP file photo/David J. Phillip

Green Bay Packers quarterback Brett Favre looks on 
during the NFC Championship football game Jan. 20 
against the New York Giants in Green Bay, Wis. Favre 
officially filed for reinstatement into the NFL Tuesday 
after retiring just a few months ago. 

By CHRIS JENKINS
AP Sports Writer

GREEN BAY, Wis. — 
Brett Favre’s decision to 
file for reinstatement will 
force the Green Bay 
Packers to do one of three 
things: release him, trade 
him, or allow him to report 
to camp.

If he reports, it poten-
tially could cause a major 
distraction for a team that 
committed to moving on 
after he retired in March.

NFL spokesman Randall 
Liu confirmed that Favre 
sent his reinstatement 
paperwork to the NFL 
offices Tuesday. He now is 

awaiting approval from 
commissioner Roger 
Goodell, a step that is con-
sidered a formality, but 
wouldn’t be forthcoming 
until Wednesday at the 
earliest.

Once Favre is reinstated, 
the Packers will have 24 
hours to decide what to do 
with him.

“That’s obviously the 
first step in Brett coming 
back, so we’ll deal with 
that when he is reinstated 
and we’ll definitely have a 
plan in order,” Packers 
coach Mike McCarthy 

See FAVRE, Page 2B

Favre files for
reinstatement
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Margaret Whaley
Margaret B. Whaley passed away July 

27, 2008, at the age of 96 after a life of 
great joy, friendship and service to oth-
ers.

She and her deceased husband, Searcy 
R. Whaley, founder in the mid-1950s of 
hospitals and clinics for alcoholics, had 
both been long-time residents of Dallas. 
Margaret resided at Presbyterian 
Village North in Dallas at the time of 
her death. 

She was born April 28, 1912, in St. 
Louis to Mr. and Mrs. F.W. Bettle. As a young child, 
Margaret and her family moved to Big Spring, where 
she grew up and graduated from high school. 

She was installed into the Order of Eastern Star in Big 
Spring in 1944. She was one of the earliest members of 
the Al-Anon family group. Margaret was a legal secre-
tary in Big Spring before her marriage to Searcy in 1934. 
She and Searcy were married for more that 68 years 
before he passed away in 2003. Both were members of 
First Baptist Church Dallas.

Margaret is survived by her brother, Clayton Bettle 
and wife Alta Mae; nephews, Jim Bettle and wife 
Deborah of Delaware and Dick Bettle and wife Liz of 
Texas; and nieces, Kay Beaird of Texas and Doris Jean 
Yates of California.

A viewing and visitation will be held Friday, Aug. 1, 
2008, from noon until 1:30 p.m. at Sparkman/Hillcrest 
Funeral Home. A brief service at 2 p.m. will follow in 
the chapel in celebration of Margaret’s life. Interment 
will be at Mount Hope Cemetery in Anson on Saturday, 
Aug. 2, 2008, at 10 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that donations 
be made in Margaret’s name to Texas Clinic and Hospital 
for Alcoholism, PO Box 35865, Dallas 75235.

Paid obituary

Guadalupe Valdez
Guadalupe “Lupe” Casias Valdez, 68, 

of Big Spring died Monday, July 28, 
2008, at his residence. Funeral services 
will be at 2 p.m. Thursday at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church with Rev. Ariel 
Lagunilla officiating. Burial will be at 
Mt. Olive Memorial Park. Vigil Services 
will be at 8 p.m. Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.

 He was born March 18, 1940, in Sinton 
to Isabel and Joaquin Valdez. He was a 
construction worker, having worked 

for L.G. Nix Construction for 15 years and also worked 
at Nu-Way Janitorial Service. He was a lifetime resident 
of Big Spring and was a member of Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church.

 He is survived by two brothers, Desi C. Carmona and 
Vicente Carmona, both of Big spring; one sister, Gloria 
Jean Carmona Viau of Emporis, Kan.; and a number of 
nieces and nephews.

 In addition to his parents he was preceded in death by 
his step-father, D. M. Carmona; two brothers, Joe C. 
Valdez and J. C. Valdez; and a sister, Eva C. Valdez.

 Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

Homer Williford
Homer Williford, 81, of Big Spring died Monday, July 

28, 2008, in a local nursing home. Services are pending 
with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory 
of Big Spring.

Carla Castaneda
Carla “Charlie” Castaneda, 23, of Big Spring died 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008, at her residence. Services are 
pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home. Arrangements 
are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the follow-
ing activity between 7 a.m. Tuesday and 7 a.m. today:

• RANDY RAY MIER, 30, transient, was arrested 
Tuesday on a charge of public intoxication.

• NATHAN ROBINSON III, 33, of 1511 Wood, was 
arrested Tuesday on a charge of possession of marijua-
na.

• JOHN SOLIS, 22, of 1401 N. Highway 87, was arrested 
Tuesday on a charge of disorderly conduct.

• ASSAULT CLASS C – FAMILY VIOLENCE was 
reported in the 2500 block of Dow.

• ASSAULT CLASS C – FAMILY VIOLENCE was 
reported in the 400 block of Aylesford.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in the 
2600 block of Albrook.

• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the 1600 
block of Lincoln.

• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the 2700 
block of Wasson.

• CRIMINAL TRESSPASS WARNING was reported in 
the 1400 block of Highway 87.

• FORGERY was reported in the 1200 block of Main.
• THEFT was reported in the 1100 block of Lamesa.
• UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE was 

reported in the 500 block of Westover.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note – Officials with the Howard County Jail reported 
having 53 inmates at the time of this report.

• ANDRE DEJUAN DUGAS, 28, was arrested by the 
HCSO Tuesday on a charge of driving while intoxicat-
ed.

• MICHAEL ROY ROBERSON, 25, was transferred by 
the BSPD to the County Jail Tuesday on charges of pos-
session of marijuana and possession of a controlled 
substance – over 4 grams but under 200 grams.

• DANIELLE PREJEAN HORNSBY, 34, was arrested 
by the HCSO Tuesday on a charge of false report to a 
police officer/law enforcement employee.

• MARCUS EDWARD-DO STALLINGS, 17, was arrest-
ed by the HCSO Tuesday on a charge of criminal mis-
chief – over $500 but under $1,500.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 

Medical Services reported the following activity:
• MEDICAL was reported in the 2700 block of Apache. 

Service refused.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 3300 block of Haley. 

One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported at S. Highway 87. One per-

son was transported to SMMC.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic pain 

disease), a new support and informative group meets at 
213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for more informa-
tion.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.; 

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking 
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m. 

at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m. until 
9 p.m.

• The West Texas Pachyderms will meet at noon 
Thursday at Big Spring Country Club. Guest speaker 
Tommy Scott will speak on 2nd Amendment rights and 
gun ownership. Please attend and bring a guest. This is 
an important election year. RSVP by calling 263-7147.

• The Big Spring Independent School District Board of 
Trustees would like to invite the public to a reception 
honoring Steven Saldivar, assistant superintendent, 
from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Thursday in the Big Spring High 
School Library.

• A reception for Hangar 25 Air Museum Veteran of 
the Month James Ray Coleman will be held at 6 p.m. 
Thursday in the museum briefing room. For more infor-
mation, call 264-1999.

• Big Spring High School Class of 1998 10-year reunion 

will be held Sept. 12-13 during the BSHS homecoming 
weekend. To get details and register, visit www.free-
webs.com/bshs1998 or contract Traci Bellinghausen at 
(817) 308-9845 or Jacob Cordova at (432) 935-0533. 

• BSHS Class of 1978  30-year reunion  is Sept. 12-13. 
Contact Kent Rice at 870-918-5875 or kent_rice@mur-
phyoilcorp.com

 • A medical expense account has been established at 
Cosden Federal Credit Union for Kody Jackson, who 
was recently disgnosed with lymphoma in his right 
knee. He has no medical insurance and must start che-
motherapy and radiation treatment as soon as possible. 
Kody is the son of Susan and Johnny Jackson. For more 
information, contact Cosden FCU at 264-2600.

• The Texas Department of State Health Services is 
conducting a community health survey. The informa-
tion will be used to study barriers to health care and 
other public health issues. Your personal information 
will not be used, other than the comments portion of the 
survey. You will not be asked for your name. The sur-
vey is available online and takes about 15 minutes to 
complete. For the English survey, go to www.question-
pro.com/akira/TakeSurvey?id=929625. For the survey 
in Spanish, go to www.questionpro.com/akira/
TakeSurvey?id=929626.

• Ex-Students Homecoming at Forsan High School will 
be held Aug. 2. For more information, contact Jimmy 
Anderson at Professional Pharmacy at 267-2546 or at his 
residence, 267-6143.

• Mobile Meals needs volunteers to deliver meals 
Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. The 
organization delivers approximately 70 meals each day 
and needs drivers to donate just one hour per week. 
Mobile Meals also needs back-up volunteers to fill in 
when regular drivers can’t make it. For more informa-
tion, contact Macaria Cantu at 263-4016.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American Cancer 
Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer patients to 
treatment in Midland. This requires just a few hours 
commitment each month. To volunteer, or to request a 
ride for treatment, call Nancy Koger at 267-7809.

• The purpose of life is a life of purpose. Join Nurses’ 
Hospice of Big Spring volunteer program and become 
an “Angel” or “Teen Angel” in someone’s life today. 
Come by 1008 E. Third St. or call (432) 517-4073 to regis-
ter.

• Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming a 
Compass Hospice volunteer. Help those at the end of 
life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s life. Call 
263-5999 to begin your journey.

• Christ Community Fellowship is collecting infant 
car seats and carriers. These are given to new mothers 
who cannot afford them. To donate your old or new car 
seats and carriers, call Karen Allen at 263-3517 or leave 
a message at Christ Community Fellowship, 263-love. 
All donations are appreciated.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Tuesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 9-28-32-35-37.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Tuesday night 
by the Texas Lottery: 0-1-3-9. Sum It Up: 13.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Tuesday night by 
the Texas Lottery: 5-8-9. Sum It Up: 22.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard College 

Cactus Room.
• League of United Latin American Citizens LULAC 

Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big Spring Area 
Chamber of Commerce. The public is invited.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 a.m. 

until about 3 p.m. at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church. 
Call 267-1037 or 267-7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon at 

the Howard College Cactus Room.
• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 7:30 

p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Big Spring Cruisers cruise Gregg Street and at the 

Sonic Drive-In beginning at 6:30 p.m.
• Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.
• Big Spring Squares. Call 263-6305 for more infor-

mation.

MONDAY
• Keep Big Spring Beautiful meets at noon in the 

Cactus Room at Howard College.
• District Committee Lone Star of Big Spring meets 

at noon at 610 Scurry.
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 begins at 

5 p.m. with weight-in at the First Christian Church at 
10th and Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 
5:30 p.m. Call 213-1342 or 263-6819. 

• Evening Lions Club meets at 6:45 p.m. at Dragon 
China Buffet. 

• Howard County ARC meets at 806 E. Third in the 
Bingo Hall. Call 264-0674 for more information. 

• The Big Spring Cruisers club meeting at 7 p.m. in 
the Texas RV Park meeting room. 

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at 
606 E. Third.

• Big Spring Chapter No. 178 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 221 
Main.

 If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com
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Police blotter

Sheriff’s report

Support Groups

Take Note

Obituaries

Fire/EMS

Your Local Weather
Thu

7/31

97/71
Mostly sunny
skies. High
97F. Winds
SE at 5 to 10
mph.

Fri
8/1

91/70
Isolated thun-
derstorms.
Highs in the
low 90s and
lows in the
low 70s.

Sat
8/2

94/70
A few
clouds. Highs
in the mid
90s and lows
in the low
70s.

Sun
8/3

95/70
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the mid
90s and lows
in the low
70s.

Mon
8/4

94/69
Sunshine.
Highs in the
mid 90s and
lows in the
upper 60s.
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BOB BROCK Ford Lincoln Mercury Nissan

500 W. 4th  Big Spring, Texas  1-800-288-2082 / 432-267-7424
www.bobbrockford.com

Huge Stock Reduction Sale
Old Age Inventory Must Go

Our Loss Is Your GAIN!!!!
★ ★ ★  TRUCKS  ★ ★ ★

2006 Ford F250 Crew Cab Lariat Powerstroke - Black w/Gray 
Leather, Local One Owner.
Was $28,995                                                                  Sale Price $25,995
2006 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Maroon w/Cloth, V-8, All Power, 
One Owner w/18,000 Miles.
Was $23,995                                                                  Sale Price $20,995
2006 Chevrolet Avalanche LT - Black w/Tan Leather, All Power, 
On-Star, Local One Owner w/34,000 Miles.
Was $27,995                                                                  Sale Price $23,995
2005 Ford F250 Crew Cab 4X4 Powerstroke King Ranch - Maroon 
And Tan w/Leather, All Power, One Owner.
Was $30,995                                                                  Sale Price $28,995
2005 Ford F150 Supercrew Lariat - White w/Tan Leather, 5.4 V-8, 
All Power, Local One Owner w/50,000 Miles.
Was $23,995                                                                  Sale Price $20,995
2005 Chevrolet 1500 H.D. Crew Cab L.S. 4X4 - White w/Cloth, 6.0 
V-8, Local One Owner w/36,000 Miles.
Was $23,995                                                                  Sale Price $21,995
2005 Ford F150 Supercab XL 4X4 - White, Tilt/Cruise, 5.4 V-8, Local 
One Owner.
Was $18,995                                                                  Sale Price $16,995
2005 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Gray w/Cloth, V-8, All Power, One 
Owner.
Was $14,995                                                                  Sale Price $13,995
2004 Chevrolet C1500 L.S. - Short Wheel Base, Pewter w/Cloth, 6 
Cyl., Automatic, Air, One Owner w/58,000 Miles.
Was $14,995                                                                  Sale Price $13,995
2004 Ford F250 Crew Cab XLT Powerstroke - Blue/Silver, CFloth, 
All Power, Local One Owner.
Was $22,995                                                                  Sale Price $20,995
2003 Ford F250 Crew Cab XLT - 5.4 V-8, White, One Owner.
Was $12,995                                                                  Sale Price $11,995

★ ★ ★  SUVS  ★ ★ ★

2006 Ford Explorer XLT - Tan w/Cloth, V-6, All Power, Local One 
Owner w/31,000 MILES.
Was $19,995                                                                  Sale Price $17,995

2006 Jeep Wrangler SE - Tan w/Cloth Top, 4 Cyl., 5 Speed, Air, CD, 
Local One Owner w/12,000 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                  Sale Price $15,995

★ ★ ★  SUVS  ★ ★ ★

2005 Ford Explorer XLS Dark Stone - V-6, Local One Owner 
w/41,000 Miles.
Was $13,995                                                                  Sale Price $12,995

2005 Ford Explorer XLT Sport Trac - Red w/Cloth, All Power, Local 
One Owner w/65,000 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                  Sale Price $16,995

2005 Toyota Sequoia SR5 - Silver w/Cloth, All Power, Moonroof, 
Local One Owner, 44,000 Miles.
Was $27,995                                                                  Sale Price $22,995

2004 Nissan Murano SE - Black w/Cloth, All Power, Local One 
Owner w/69,000 Miles.
Was $20,995                                                                  Sale Price $18,995

2004 Nissan Murano SE - White w/Cloth, All Power, Local One 
Owner w/69,000 Miles.
Was $20,995                                                                  Sale Price $18,995

2004 Chevrolet Tahoe LT - Gray w/Leather, All Power, Local One 
Owner w/57,000 Miles.
Was $21,995                                                                  Sale Price $18,995

2004 Honda CRV LX 4X4 - White w/Cloth, V-6, All POWER, DVD, 
Local One Owner.
Was $13,995                                                                  Sale Price $10,995

2004 GMC Yukon XL SLT - Maroon w/Leather, All Power, One 
Owner.
Was $19,995                                                                  Sale Price $17,995

2004 Nissan Xterra SE - Silver w/Cloth, All Power, One Owner 
w/36,000 Miles.
Was $19,995                                                                  Sale Price $13,995

2002 Chevrolet Suburban LT - Pewter w/Leather, All Power, One 
Owner.
Was $17,995                                                                  Sale Price $13,995

2001 Lincoln Navigator 4X4 - White w/Leather, All Power, 
Navigator, One Owner.
Was $16,995                                                                  Sale Price $12,995

★ ★ ★  CARS  ★ ★ ★

2006 Lincoln Town Car Signature - Dark Stone, Leather, All Power, 
One Owner w/35,000 Miles.
Was $23,995                                                                  Sale Price $21,995

2004 Mercury Grand Marquis L.S. - Tan w/Leather, All Power, One 
Owner w/50,000 Miles.
Was $15,995                                                                  Sale Price $12,995

2004 Lincoln Town Car Ultimate - Cashmere White w/Leather, All 
Power, One Owner w/32,000 Miles.
Was $20,995                                                                  Sale Price $18,995

2004 Ford Focus SE 4-DR - Green w/Cloth, All Power, One Owner 
w/51,000 Miles.
Was $10,995                                                                  Sale Price $7,995

2004 Ford Mustang Convertible V-6 - Black ws/Tan Top & Tan 
Leather, Local One Owner w/19,000 Miles.
Was $18,995                                                                  Sale Price $13,995

2004 Mercedes C240 - Tan w/Leather, All Power, Locally Owned 
w/42,000 Miles.
Was $21,995                                                                  Sale Price $17,995

2004 Nissan Maxima SL - Black w/Leather, All Power, Local One 
Owner, Skylight.
Was $23,995                                                                  Sale Price $17,995

2004 Nissan Maxima SL - Silver w/Leather, Moonroof, All Power, 
One Owner w/50,000 Miles.
Was $23,995                                                                  Sale Price $17,995

2003 Cadillac DeVille. - Tan w/Leather, All Power, One Owner. 
Was $14,995                                                                  Sale Price $12,995

2003 Ford Escort ZX2 - Black w/Cloth, One Owner w/66,000 Miles.
Was $9,995                                                                    Sale Price $6,995

1997 Lincoln Continental - Tan, All Power, One Owner w/53,000 
Miles.
Was $6,995                                                                  Sale Price $4,995

12059

SAVE THOUSANDS

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

HCYHC
Continued from Page 1B

There’s also a leadline divi-
sion which is for any age of 
beginning rider. In the leadline, 
a more experienced rider guides 
the beginner rider through the 
course.

There are a variety of competi-
tions at each play day and points 

are given for the top scorers in 
each one. The events include 
exhibition barrels, poles, 
straight barrels, flags and goat 
tying.

The club wrapped up its third 
series Saturday at its arena on 
Garden City Highway, just a 
half-mile from Highway 87. Top 
performers in their respective 
divisions for the third series 
were: Neely Key, leadline; Kaylee 
Kernick, 6 & under; Trevor 

Kernick, 7-9 boys; and 
D’Amberley Averitt, 13-15 girls.

The overall standings in each 
division are led by the following 
individuals: Riggin Stewart, 6 & 
under; Rope Stewart, 7-9 boys; 
McHaley Long, 10-12 girls; Daniel 
Dalager, 10-12 boys; Courtney 
Blair, 13-15 girls; Cody Jones, 
13-15 boys; and Faith Raspe, lead-
line.

The HCYHC begins its fourth 
and final series of the season 

begins Aug. 9 and will also fea-
ture play days on Aug. 23 and 
Sept. 6. Books open at 5 p.m. and 
play begins at 6 p.m. each night.

The final trio of competitions 
are called the Jackpot Series 
because cash prizes are given 
away. 

Nix notes that anyone is wel-
come to come out and partici-
pate.

“The competitions aren’t only 
for our members. Non-members 

can compete as well,” she said. 
“The cost per event in the 
Jackpot Series is $5 for members 
and $7 for non-members. We’ve 
had a pretty good season and are 
happy with the results as we get 
ready to wrap it up with our last 
series of the year.”

Contact Sports Editor Jonathan 
Hull by calling 263-7331, ext. 237, 
or by e-mailing him at sports@
bigspringherald.com.

FAVRE
Continued from Page 1B

said after practice Tuesday after-
noon.

ESPN first reported that Favre 
faxed the letter earlier Tuesday.

If Goodell reinstates Favre on 
Wednesday, his return to the 
practice field for the Packers 
could come Friday. The Packers 
practice twice Wednesday but 
can wait a day to put Favre back 
on their active roster. The team 
does not have a scheduled public 
practice Thursday.

Throughout Favre’s latest 
round of flip-flopping on his foot-
ball future, Packers officials 
have said that Favre had the 
option of rejoining the team — 
but Aaron Rodgers would be the 
starter.

“Brett Favre is still a very good 
football player,” McCarthy said 
Tuesday. “He is an asset to our 
football team. Once again, I’m 
going to answer this question 
for the last time. The plan for 

Brett Favre will be discussed 
with Brett Favre first, and then 
we’ll make it aware to the pub-
lic.”

McCarthy also said Rodgers 
will start all of the preseason 
games and probably get more 
playing time than Favre used to 
in the preseason.

“He’ll be starting all of the 
games as the starter,” McCarthy 
said of Rodgers. “We’ve talked 
about possibly playing our first 
group maybe a little longer, and 
those are things that we’ll dis-
cuss. The health of your football 
team obviously factors into that, 
so that is our plan going into the 
preseason with Aaron.”

Rodgers insisted he isn’t both-
ered by the potential of having 
Favre lurking over his shoul-
der.

“You know, I’m not as affected 
as you guys (the media) think I 
am or should be,” Rodgers said. 
“They told me I’m the starter, 
and until that changes, that’s 
going to be my focus.”

Rodgers said he is confident in 
his abilities and the firm com-

mitment he has received from 
Packers coaches.

“I’ve been empowered as the 
starting quarterback and until 
that changes, I’ll say it again, 
that’s going to be my focus,” 
Rodgers said.

Rodgers said he and Favre 
have “never had a problem” and 
would probably “joke around” 
when they saw each other 
again.

“We’ve got a great relation-
ship,” Rodgers said. “If he’s 
here, we’ll welcome him back.”

But some Packers players 
seemed skeptical that Favre 
would remain the backup if he 
ended up reporting to camp and 
wasn’t traded away.

“I don’t know about that,” wide 
receiver Donald Driver said. 
“But we’ll see. We’ll see what 
happens.”

Cornerback Charles Woodson 
— who chanted “We want Brett!” 
as he left the practice field 
Tuesday, but later laughed it off 
as “just having a little fun” with 
reporters — seemed to think 
Favre could play his way into 

the position.
“Who knows how Brett feels 

about that — if he’s coming in as 
being the backup, or coming in 
and a potential trade is going to 
happen, I don’t know,” Woodson 
said. “But if he comes in as the 
backup, he just comes in and 
plays the way he knows how to 
play. And if it’s better, then the 
organization has another deci-
sion to make.”

But Woodson said players 
aren’t taking sides.

“There’s no reason for anyone 
in the locker room to take sides 
or say in the media they prefer 
one guy over the other,” Woodson 
said. “It’s A-Rod’s job, and at 
this point, it’s his job to keep.”

McCarthy said Favre’s pres-
ence wouldn’t become a distrac-
tion.

“I’m not concerned about it,” 
McCarthy said. “We have talked 
about it as a football team. The 
players are handling it totally 
different than I think the percep-
tion is out there. We’re about 
playing football. We’re about 
getting ready for our season 

upcoming. Everybody is aware 
of everything that is going on. 
There are no ill feelings toward 
Brett Favre, and he will be wel-
comed back into our locker 
room.”

Of course, it won’t come to that 
if the Packers can work out a 
trade deemed acceptable to 
Favre in the next few days.

The Packers have no plans to 
grant Favre the release he has 
requested, suspecting that he 
would immediately sign with 
division rival Minnesota; the 
Packers have filed tampering 
charges against the Vikings.

The team owns Favre’s rights 
until his contract expires after 
the 2010 season, making a trade 
the most likely outcome accept-
able to both Favre and the 
Packers.

But maybe not for some of his 
old teammates.

“He would look ugly in any 
other uniform, plain and sim-
ple,” Driver said. “Every guy 
that leaves here and gets another 
uniform, that’s what I tell them: 
They look ugly.”

RANGERS
Continued from Page 1B

bunt, but Vazquez’s double to 
right center drove in Davis and 
Laird to end a game featuring 21 
runs, 33 hits and a season-high 
five errors by Texas.

“Sometimes you don’t do it in 
the field but if you can come 
away with a win, it makes it 
worth it,” Byrd said.

In the top of the ninth, Jamie 
Burke’s RBI single tied it for the 

Mariners, and pinch-runner 
Jarrod Washburn crossed the 
plate with the go-ahead run on a 
throwing error by Vazquez at 
third base.

Texas closer C.J. Wilson (1-2) 
allowed a single to Jose Lopez 
leading off the ninth and hit 
Kenji Johjima with a pitch. 
Johjima limped to the bench and 
Washburn, a pitcher, came on to 
run.

Washburn wasn’t wearing a 
uniform top, spikes or a belt 
while he was sitting on the 
bench, and he had to retreat to 

the clubhouse for shoes and a 
jersey. He borrowed a belt from 
manager Jim Riggleman, and 
ran onto the field.

Miguel Cairo’s sacrifice bunt 
advanced the runners to second 
and third. 

Burke hit a slow grounder to 
Vazquez, who threw wildly to 
first as Lopez and Washburn 
both scored.

Byrd homered and drove in 
four runs for the Rangers.

Mariners right fielder Ichiro 
Suzuki got his 3,000th profes-
sional hit between the major 

leagues and Japan with a first-
inning single. Suzuki went 
2-for-5 to raise his average to 
.298.

Suzuki hit a soft liner to left-
center on the game’s first pitch 
from Luis Mendoza and added 
an RBI single sixth.

Ichiro has 1,723 hits in 1,224 
games during his eight seasons 
with the Mariners and had 1,278 
hits over 951 games in nine sea-
sons with the Orix Blue Wave of 
Japan’s Pacific League.

Speaking through an inter-
preter, Suzuzki said after the 

game that he disputes those who 
downplay his milestone because 
more than 1,200 of his hits came 
in Japan.

“If you look at it, my pace of 
getting hits in the United States 
is actually quicker than in 
Japan,” Suzuki said. “So I guess 
if people want to say those kinds 
of things, one thing I’d like for 
them to look at is that statistic.”

Vazquez, Laird, Milton Bradley 
and Josh Hamilton all had three 
hits for the Rangers, who com-
pensated for a season-high five 
errors with 18 hits.



TAX
Continued from page 1A

during the November pres-
idential election or the 
May city and school board 
elections is the question 
facing the court.

“We have until Aug. 26 to 
call for the election,” said 
Barr. “We have to notify 
both cities of our intent 
within 60 days, and they 
have 45 days to reply.

“So, as you can see, 
there’s really no way to 
make those deadlines and 
get it on the November 
ballot. However, County 
Attorney Mike Thomas 
has advised us that if we 
can get both cities to pass a 
resolution saying they will 
not oppose the tax before 

that August deadline, then 
we won’t have to worry 
about the 60-day rule and 
we can move forward 
immediately. So it all 
hinges on whether or not 
Forsan and Coahoma plan 
to oppose the tax.”

Commissioners Jerry 
Kilgore and Gary Simer 
said they were in favor of 
shooting for the November 
election.

“There’s certainly 
going to be a better voter 
turnout in the presidential 
election,” said Kilgore. 
“I feel like putting it on 
the November ballot will 
give us a much better 
representation of what 
the voters want than 
presenting it in May.”

Barr said he has already 
made arrangements to 

meet with the Forsan 
City Council and is in the 
process of making similar 
arrangements with the 
city of Coahoma.

“If we can get them to 
pass resolutions saying 
they won’t oppose the 
tax, we can go ahead and 
move forward,” said Barr. 
“However, if either of them 
plan to oppose it, then 
we’re stuck waiting until 
May. It’s that simple.”

According to information 
on Window on State 
Government — a Web 
site provided by Texas 
Comptroller Susan Combs 
— the district must use 
the sales tax revenues 
to perform the following 
functions of the district:

• the construction, 
maintenance, or 

improvement of roads or 
highways;

• the provision of law 
enforcement and detention 
services;

• the maintenance or 
improvement of libraries, 
museums, parks, or other 
recreational facilities;

• the provision of services 
that benefit the public 
welfare; or

• the promotion of 
economic development 
and tourism.

As far as eligibility for 
the creation of the tax 
district is concerned, the 
comptrollers site also 
says, “A county with a 
population of less than 
45,000 is eligible to create a 
county assistance district 
if the county does not 
contain a city that has 

a 4A or 4B development 
corporation, or the county 
contains territory of a 
transit authority created 
under Chapter 451 or 452 of 
the Texas Transportation 
Code.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.
com

LocaL/Wire 3ABig Spring Herald
Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Park & Putt Family
Fun Center
NOW OPEN

Hours: 
6-10 pm ~ Mon.-Sat.

S. Hwy. 87                             263-7536

69
32

NO DEBIT OR CREDIT CARDS

Maribel’s
Handbags & More

12212

Big Spring Mall 
(Across from Greg’s Grill)

Saturday, July 12, 2008
From 10:00 am-8:00 pm

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/30/08
11587

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Sue Mize, 63, died 
Sunday.  Funeral Services 
will be at 10:00 AM 
Thursday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel with burial 
at Trinity Memorial 
Park.  The family will 
receive friends from 6:00 
until 8:00 PM Wednesday 
at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  

Guadalupe "Lupe" 
Valdez, 68, died Monday.  
Funeral Services will be 
at 2:00 PM Thursday at 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church with burial at 
Mt. Olive Memorial Park.  
Vigil Services will be at 
8:00 PM Wednesday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel.  

Carla "Charlie" 
Castaneda, 23, died 
Tuesday. Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

SETTLES
Continued from page 1A

— basically anything we 
can save for the recon-
struction. In addition to 
that, we’ve had issues with 
the approval from the 
Texas  Historic 

Commission and we 
received their final approv-
al of our schematic design 
six weeks ago. We’re very 
excited about that.

“We’re doing the project 
right, and we’re doing 
it right because that’s 
how we want it and it’s 
required to secure our tax 

credit financing. It’s taken 
a little bit longer than we 
had initially planned, but 
the outcome is going to be 
more thanv worth it.”

SHDC announced plans 
for a multi-million dollar 
renovation project in 
December 2006. According 
to SHDC officials, the 

project includes plans for 
commercial and residential 
use of the property, with 
retail space available on 
the first and second floors.

Since that time, the 
purchase price for the 
structure — $75,000 to 
be paid to the city of Big 
Spring — has remained in 

escrow, waiting for Ryan 
and his company to take 
legal ownership of the 
local landmark.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at 
citydesk@bigspringherald.
com

RYAN
Continued from page 1A

Spring.”
According to Ryan, the 

contract calls for a one-
time fee from Big Spring 

EDC that would purchase 
a “toolbox” of information 
identifying key industries 
suited for the area, state 
and federal credits and 
grants, as well as other 
useful information 
the EDC could use for 
economic development.

However, the cost of the 
contract wasn’t nearly 
as concise as Ryan’s 
presentation.

According to EDC board 
member Larry McLellan, 
the cost of the contract 
— which includes all the 
information and help 

learning how to use it, 
according to Ryan — 
is between $75,000 and 
$90,000. 

Ryan was unable to 
confirm the contract fee 
following the meeting.

The council and EDC 
board entered an executive 

session following the 
presentation, but took no 
action upon returning.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 
263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@
bigspringherald.com

BSISD
Continued from page 1A

and Washington (264-
4126).

Students who attended 
Big Spring schools during 
the 2007-08 school year are 
already registered for the 
new year, officials said, 
but may need to update 
information such as 
addresses or telephone 
numbers.

Students must be regis-

tered at the campus in 
their attendance area 
unless a transfer request 
was approved at the admin-
istration office.

If students moved to a 
different attendance area 
during the summer, they 
need to pick up their regis-
tration packets at their old 
campus.

Attendance area can be 
determined by contacting 
BSISD Transportation 
Director Wayland Pierce 
at 264-4108.

Students in grades 5 and 
6 will attend Goliad 
Intermediate (264-4111). 
Fifth-grade orientation 
will be held at 5:30 p.m. 
Aug. 21, while sixth-grade 
orientation will be held 
one hour later.

Students in grades 7 and 
8 will attend Big Spring 
Junior High (264-4135). 
Seventh-grade orientation 
and schedule pick-up will 
be held at 4 p.m. Aug. 21. 
Eighth-grade orientation 
will be held at 5:30 p.m. 

that day.
Schedule pick-up for Big 

Spring High School stu-
dents is as follows:

• Seniors and juniors — 
from 9 a.m. to noon Aug. 
20.

• Sophomores — from 9 
a.m. to noon Aug. 21.

• Freshmen — “Fish 
Camp” orientation will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. Aug. 21 in 
the high school auditori-
um. Open house and sched-
ule pick-up will follow.

Students with schedule 

conflicts need to see their 
counselors the day they 
pick up their schedules. 
Freshmen with schedule 
conflicts should see their 
counselors from 8 a.m. 
until noon Aug. 22.

For more information, 
contact the BSISD central 
office at 264-3600.

Contact Staff Writer Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 234 
or by e-mail at reporter@
bigspringherald.com

Suicide
ruled
in death
Herald staff report

The death of a 23-year-
old Big Spring woman 
has been ruled a suicide, 
according to Howard 
County officials.

Carla Michelle Pineda-
Castaneda, 23, of 1443 
Hilltop Road, was 
pronounced dead early 
Tuesday morning at her 
residence by Justice of the 
Peace Bennie Green, who 
ruled the death a suicide.

According to Green, 
Castaneda was found by 
a family member in a 
bedroom at the residence, 
having hung herself with a 
piece of rope.

According to Mark 
Hall, chief deputy with 
the Howard County 
Sheriff’s Office, suicide 
notes addressed to family 
members were found at 
the scene.

Green said no foul play is 
suspected and no autopsy 
was ordered.

“It’s cut and dried what 
happened,” said Green. “It 
wasn’t necessary to call for 
an autopsy.”

Contact 
the Herald 
at 263-7331

Pre-pregnancy diabetes tied to more birth defects  
By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer

ATLANTA — Diabetic women 
who get pregnant are three to 
four times more likely to have 
a child with birth defects than 
other women, according to new 
government research.

The study is the largest of its 
kind, and provides the most 
detailed information to date on 
types of birth defects that befall 
the infants of diabetic mothers, 
including heart defects, missing 
kidneys and spine deformities.

The study lists nearly 40 types 
of birth defects found to be 
significantly more common in 
the infants of diabetic mothers 
than in those who weren’t 
diabetic or who were diagnosed 
with diabetes after they became 
pregnant.

The study’s list of diabetes-
associated birth defects is 
surprising — it’s much longer 
than was previously understood, 

said Janis Biermann, senior 
vice president for education and 
health promotion at the March of 
Dimes.

“It adds more information about 
the specific types of birth defects 
associated with pregestational 
diabetes and gestational 
diabetes,” said Biermann, who 
was not involved in the research.

Researchers from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention led the study, 
which is being published in the 
American Journal of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology. CDC officials 
released the study Wednesday.

Birth defects affect one in 33 
babies born in the United States, 
and cause about one in five infant 
deaths. The cause of most birth 
defects isn’t known but some risk 
factors include obesity, alcohol, 
smoking and infections.

Doctors have known for decades 
about the threat diabetes poses to 
pregnancies. Past research has 
focused on dangers to the infant 

by the extra amounts of glucose — 
sugar — circulating in the womb 
of a diabetic mother. Studies 
with rats and mice clearly show 
excess sugar harms fetal tissue 
development, said Dr. E. Albert 
Reece, a study co-author, who 
directs birth defects research 
at the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine.

The new study draws from the 
birth records between 1997 and 
2003 at hospitals in 10 states — 
Arkansas, California, Georgia, 
Iowa, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
New York, North Carolina, Texas 
and Utah.

The study focused on the 13,000 
births involving a major birth 
defect, and compared them to 
nearly 5,000 randomly selected 
healthy births from the same 
locations.

Mothers were asked if they 
had been diagnosed with 
diabetes before or during their 
pregnancy. The researchers said 
those who were diagnosed while 

pregnant either had a temporary, 
pregnancy-induced condition 
called gestational diabetes or 
had diabetes that had gone 
undiagnosed until they were 
pregnant.

The study found that there was 
no diabetes involved in 93 percent 
of the birth defects.

About 2 percent of the children 
with single birth defects were 
born to mothers who had diabetes 
before they became pregnant. 
About 5 percent of the infants 
with multiple defects were born 
to mothers with that condition. In 
healthy births, the percentage of 
mothers who were diabetic before 
pregnancy was much lower.

The study also showed a wide 
range of birth defects that included 
malformation of the heart, spine, 
limbs and gastrointestinal tract.

“Diabetes is not discriminating” 
in which birth defects it’s linked 
to, said Dr. Adolfo Correa, a 
CDC epidemiologist who was the 
study’s lead author.

Fire near Yosemite park hurts tourist business 
By GARANCE BURKE 
Associated Press Writer

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, 
Calif. — Vendors along one of the 
main roads leading to Yosemite 
National Park this summer were 
finally seeing business turn 
around following a rock slide 
that kept tour buses away for the 
previous two years.

That was before a massive 
wildfire closed the highway and 
sent towering plumes of smoke 

and ash over one of the nation’s 
most celebrated wilderness 
areas.

“It’s like we just get on our feet 
and they kick the stool out from 
under us,” said Donna Santi, 
a gift shop clerk in Mariposa. 
“Still, the business will survive. 
We’re more worried about the 
residents.”

The fire raging since Friday 
has destroyed 25 homes and was 
only 20 percent contained late 
Tuesday.

Visitors seeking to photograph 
Yosemite National Park’s famed 
peaks instead took shots of 
monoliths obscured by flying 
ash blowing in from the wildfire 
burning just 12 miles outside the 
park.

The haze has left one of 
California’s most popular 
destinations shrouded in smoke 
at the height of Yosemite’s busiest 
season.

“It’s the views that are really 
disappointing,” said Karen 

Brown, a 45-year-old mother of 
two from Phoenix. “We do two 
major trips a year and this was 
one of them. It’s not like we can 
shoot back here in a month.”

Brown said her family was 
packing up a day early to avoid 
suffering from irritated eyes and 
sore throats. 

The children had been “using 
their imaginations to experience 
Yosemite,” she said, but ventured 
they would prefer clear views of 
Lake Tahoe.
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Jupiter Electric & Service
Currently Taking Applications

Licensed Journeyman 
and Oil Field Line Crews

For Big Spring Area

Full Family Coverage Available
Pick up applications at:

12632

Announcements

BEDAZZLE
E CENTER

1710 E. FM 700
Big Spring, Tx.

* High Speed Internet Access
@ 12.00 per hour

* Scanning...Faxing...Copying
* Surf the Web...Check E-Mail
* Play on-line sweepstakes
* Free computer classes...
Learn how to scan your 
documents and make digital
files on cd.

* Work Stations Available for
word processing.

* WI-FI access available for
your laptop computer.

Hours: 
Sunday thru Saturday 
9am until 12 midnight

432-935-6338
bedazzamusement@

yahoo.com

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational
A BRIGHTER FUTURE!

Train to become an
Electrical Technician!

Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for 

those who qualify.
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 212
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Educational
AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!
Train for a new career as a

Medical Assisting, 
Medical Office Specializing, or

Dental Assistant!
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 216
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

STOP LOOKING!
START DOING!

Train for a new career as a 
Medical Assistant,

Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for those

who qualify.
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 200
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Garage Sales
1400 BENTON. Saturday, 
7:00-6:00. Rainbow vacuum, 
dorm furnishings & fridge, 
home decor, furniture, awe-
some men’s, women’s, junior’s 
clothes, bedding. 15 years of 
stuff.

528 SCOTT Drive. Clothing, 
dryer, lawnmower, furniture 
and other miscellaneous items. 
Saturday ONLY! 8am-3pm.

4 FAMILY Garage Sale, 309 
Washington Blvd., Saturday 
8:00-2:00. TVs, Queen bed, 
washer, dryer, kitchen tables, 
gas stove, linens, floral ar-
rangements, lots of girls 
clothes newborn to teen, baby 
bedding, lots of toys. Too much 
to list.

DAHMERS ANTIQUES has 
Sold! 204-206 Main. Everything 
must go by August 23rd. No 
reasonable offer refused. Sale 
doors will open Monday July 
28th 10:00am-3:00pm. Sale 
will continue till August 24th. 
Phone 432-264-8048.

GARAGE SALE 2613 Cindy 
Lane. Thursday 8 to 12. Roll 
top desk, computer desk, tele-
visons, mattress W/boxsprings, 
dining table W/4 rolling chairs, 
crosses, lamps, household 
items, toys, china cabinet, pink 
depression glassware, and 
doghouse.

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE: 2715 Co-
ronado Ave. Friday 6pm-9pm, 
Saturday 7am-12Noon. Cash 
Only.

GARAGE SALE: Baby furni-
ture as well as a variety of 
other furniture, boys name 
brand clothing sizes 3-7, vari-
ous household items, and 
much more. Free to good 
home spayed indoor cat. 
Thurs.-Sat. 8:00am-6:00pm, 
900 Mountain Park Drive.

MULTI FAMILY Garage/ Mov-
ing Sale. Lots of baby, kitchen 
and bedding. 6102 S. Service 
Road (Sand Springs). Thurs-
day 5:30pm-8:30pm Friday and 
Saturday 8am-Noon and 
5:30pm-8:30pm Or call 
(817)683-7322 for directions.

SMALL ESTATE SALE: Satur-
day Only 8-?, 2705 Crestline 
(in Coronado). Some furniture, 
crystal, oriental items, glass-
ware, lots of kitchen items, 
knick-knacks and misc. items. 

WHOLE BLOCK of Sales! 100 
Block of Jefferson (between. 
Washington and 11th). Collecti-
bles, kids clothes, furniture, 
tools, toys, decor, much more. 
Saturday 8:00am.-?

YARD SALE: 204 E. Robinson 
Rd., Saturday, 8am-? Assorted 
new picture frames, cross 
necklaces, 1/2 price Mary Kay, 
tools, clothes, furniture, 2x4’s, 
misc. items. Too Much to List!!

Help Wanted
AZTECA FABRICATION IS
looking for Code welders, pipe 
welders, structural welders and 
lay-out laborers. If interested 
contact us at 432-943-8888.

BIG SPRING Country Club 
needs  Dishwasher & Wait 
Staff, full or part-time. Apply in 
person, Tuesday thru Friday or 
call 432-267-8241. 

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:
* Crew Tech
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. No 
phone calls please.  Must have 
a valid TX drivers license and 
pass mandatory drug test.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a full-time RN 
Position. Great hours, friendly 
atmosphere and benefits. Call 
for appointment 
(432) 714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

Help Wanted
CARPENTER’S HELPER
needed. Experience preferred, 
but will train. Various duties, 
painting, flooring, DOE. Apply 
in person, no phone calls. 409 
E. 3rd Street.

CASA of West Texas is seek-
ing a Case Supervisor for its 
Big Spring Office. Supervise 
volunteers who speak for the 
best interest of children in 
court. Full-time, benefits. Travel 
required. Email: 
lilyw@casawtx.org

CDL DRIVERS needed. Vac-
uum truck. Experience pre-
ferred, but not necessary. Must 
pass drug test. Call 
(432)466-3838.

CITY OF BIG SPRING
EXCELLENT BENEFITS
Communication Officer

Wastewater Plant Operator
Deputy Clerk

Heavy Equipment Operator
Cemetery Maintenance

Parks Maintenance
Seasonal Parks Maint.

Customer Service Supervisor
Contact:

Human Resources Dept.
310 Nolan Street
(432)264-2346 

www.mybigspring.com
EOE

COLE & Co. Salon in Snyder, 
TX. New Salon seeking 
full-time stylist, nail tech, and 
facialist. Beautifully decorated 
salon, pleasant atmosphere 
with state of the art equipment. 
Newest products and styling 
techniques. Please call for per-
sonal interview. New graduates 
welcome! 325-436-9942 Lynda 
817-565-1211 Corp. Office 
325-573-6900 Salon.

ColorTyme Now Hiring Collec-
tors, Sales & Delivery Drivers. 
Must Be 21. Clean Driving Re-
cord. Good Pay. Excellent 
Benefits. Apply at 501 East 
Birdwell Lane #14. 

DRAFTSMAN NEEDED, 2D 
and 3D AutoCAD required. 
Must have Architectural draw-
ing knowledge. Please fax re-
sume to 432-354-2669 or call 
432-354-2569.

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP 
now hiring manager & assistant 
manager/ collector. Benefit 
package. Pay DOE. Apply in 
person, 600 S. Gregg. No 
Phone Calls!

Help Wanted
“DRIVERS”

Want to be home daily? 
Want scheduled 
days off weekly?

Want a sign on bonus 
up to $4000.00?

Excellent benefits include:
* Health
* Dental
* Vision
* 401K
* Safety bonus
Coastal Transport is now seek-
ing individuals to deliver petro-
leum product in and around 
surrounding areas of Big 
Spring. Must be 23 years of 
age, have a Class A license 
with Tanker and Haz-Mat en-
dorsements with 1 year 
tractor/trailer experience.
Please contact Russell @ 
1-888-527-7221 for more infor-
mation.

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. $200.00 
Hiring Bonus after 60 days. 
Great starting wage- $7.00 an 
hour, plus delivery compensa-
tion, plus tips. We more than 
compensate for high gas 
prices. Got experience? Work 
for Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza

EXPERIENCED MAINTE-
NANCE Needed at The Big 
Spring Mall. Apply at Mall Of-
fice or fax resume to 
432-267-3490 Att. Malynda.

Help Wanted
DUNCAN DISPOSAL -  Now 
hiring a driver for the Coahoma 
area. Need at least a Class B 
CDL. Experience Preferred for 
a driver’s position. Must be 
able to pass mandatory DOT 
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls 
please. The job includes 40+ 
hours weekly Mon- Fri., with 
some Sat. mornings. An hourly 
rate with benefits package is 
available. Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Please Call Arthur 
432-770-3966.

EMPLOYEES WANTED No 
experience necessary. Call 
Lamesa/O’Donnell Compress, 
(806)872-3400.

EXPERIENCED DRIVERS
NEEDED!!

We are currently seeking a self 
motivated individual to assist 
us in the Big Spring and Sny-
der area. United Fuel & Energy 
has developed a new compen-
sation structure and we are 
willing to pay for your experi-
ence. Our Drivers are important 
to us. In addition to competitive 
pay you will also receive an ex-
cellent benefit package. It’s not 
just a job, it’s your career.

Come Join Our TEAM! 
Apply in person at 

United Fuel & Energy
Apply at 

3112 N. Hwy 87 
432-267-9434

FLOOR INSTALLER needs 
Full-time & Part-time Helpers. 
Transportation a must. Paid 
Hourly. Call (432)935-9551.

Full-time or Part-time
Occupational Therapist

Call S. Whitteker, WCTSSA
325-235-8621

HELP WANTED- Apply at Red 
Mesa Grill, 2401 S. Gregg.

GEOSITE INC.
Needs experienced mudloggers.

May consider training.

Call

1-800-265-4356
Or E-mail

jobs@geosite.us
12641
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Spring City Auction
501 Birdwell Ln.

By Special Request

Thursday Night Auction
Nice Furniture, Coins, School Surplus 

& Much Much More!

Scott Emerson TAL: 15051
432-263-1831 12

64
8

July 31st  @ 7:00 p.m.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/INVENTORY TRACKING

The ideal candidate will possess a high school education. 
Also prefer at least 3 years experience in a fast paced man-
ufacturing environment as an administrative assistant or 
data analyst. 

Responsibilities include collection, analysis and data entry 
of manufacturing and shipping documentation including 
entering production, raw material consumption, ship-
ments, preparing graphs to monitor manufacturing effi-
ciency, inventory tracking and reconciliation. Also inven-
tory availability, open order allocation, machine 
efficiency and labor usage reports. 

Ability to prepare daily tracking reports of preform re-
ceipts, track units shipped, held-ware and spoilage. Per-
form receptionist duties, answer phone, order supplies, as-
sist office staff with clerical task, and process payroll in HR 
Administrator absence.

If interested in the position, please submit your written re-
sume to: Barbara Hipp, Human Resources Administrator, 
Western Container Coporation, 1600 First Ave., Big Spring, 
TX 79720 or fax: 263-8075. Salary commensurate with expe-
rience.

12602

CLINIQUE & ESTEE LAUDER
Do you want to be exposed to the most exciting trends

in cosmetics and fashion?

CLINIQUE COUNTER MANAGER
ESTEE LAUDER COUNTER MANAGER

Success is a beautiful thing and we can  help you achieve it!” Not only
do we supply the best line of products, we can also provide you with

the training you will need to shine. Dependable applicants should
possess cosmetic experience, in addition to retail 

management experience.

CLINIQUE BEAUTY ADVISOR
ESTEE LAUDER BEAUTY ADVISOR

You will enjoy demonstrating the makeup and skincare products
that millions depend on. Beauty Advisors should posses cosmetic or re-
tail experience. Fashion forward individuals must exhibit passion, deliver 

superior customer service and be able to quickly lean and adapt in an 
ever changing, exciting environment. Evening & weekend work required. 

and store discount.

We are currently accepting applications at:

Bealls
1801 East FM 700

Big Spring, TX 79720
432.263.0273

or email resume to: capatterson@stagestores.com

Taking Care of Highway Travelers

Visit our website to learn more…www.tatravelcenters.com

DIESEL TRUCK SERVICE
ASST. SHOP MANAGER

SALARY $28,00 TO $32,000

Travel Centers of America is looking for an Experi-
enced, Assistant Service and Repair Manager, for 
our Big Spring, TX location, who can bring us to 
the next level and support our rapidly growing Truck 
Service and Repair Operations. 

EOE M/F/D/V

You must demonstrate excel lent customer service, communication,
and employee relations ski l ls, with at least 3 years of truck service
experience and 2+ years as a Supervisor.

-
-
-

Please send your resume to 
…or by FAX to 405 495-3594…or cal l 800 872-7024 Ext. 5305.

M A N A G E M E N T

in Snyder, Texas
Has the following full-time positions available:

Positions available:
Director of Radiology

Radiology Technologist. -

-

Ultrasound Technologist,

Please send resume to:

Snyder, TX 79549

for more information 12505

        



It was a lost high school class 
ring that eventually put me in 
touch with Mark Sewell, a 1980 
graduate of Union High School 

in Tulsa, Okla.
The ring had been 

stolen in a burglary 
more than 12 years 
ago when Sewell lived 
in Wylie near Dal-
las, and it was found 
on the streets of Fort 
Worth about three 
years ago.

With the help of 
readers, we finally 
found the right Mark 
Sewell in Fredonia, 
Kan., and during our 
initial conversation it 
was clear that the Persian Gulf War 
veteran was still suffering from his 
experience in the U.S. Army.

I tried several times to get him to 
discuss his injuries, but he refused.

“I don’t want to talk about it,” he 
told me more than once.

I issued a final plea last week when 
I told him that I was planning a 
follow-up column about him getting 
the ring back.

Last Tuesday, in an e-mail mes-
sage sent at 12:47 a.m. with “Insom-
nia as usual” as its subject, Sewell 
opened up, perhaps more than he 
has in years.

Here is that message in its entire-
ty, which Sewell said he wrote to 
help other men and women return-
ing from war.

“One time Bob and this is it.
“On a normal day under normal 

circumstances I would not answer 
any of your questions nor would I 
tell you anything about myself. My 
DD214 (separation from service doc-
ument) is public record but my life 
is not. I’ve read some of your col-
umns and you seem OK. I say that 
tentatively, you understand? Linda, 

my wife, says to talk about my war 
so that you will write about it and 
the young men coming home from 
the current war may be helped.

“I won’t go into details because 
there are too many. My unit, which 
I will not identify, was a divisional 
reconnaissance unit (LRSD) (Long 
Range Surveillance Detachment). 
We saw some combat and it sucked. 
I got a Bronze Star and a couple of 
other medals. Medals are good mer-
it awards in the Army for both stay-
ing alive and/or killing somebody. 
I killed a few people that I won’t 
go into details over that I probably 
shouldn’t have. People told me that 
I did the right thing but I don’t 
think so. Guilt and sadness are my 
best friends and they are still with 
me today.

“What is it like to come home to 
family, friends and Wal-Mart after 
combat? I couldn’t tell you because I 
don’t believe that I ever did. I drank 
a lot, kept to myself and sweated in 
the dark a lot. None of that is very 
glamorous. After about 10 years I 
was diagnosed with combat PTSD 
(post-traumatic stress disorder) at 
70 percent. The VA throws in the 
extra 30 percent for unemployabil-
ity. I guess I am no longer a produc-
tive member of society. I want to be 
but it is hard. I was diagnosed with 
agoraphobia because I would not 
leave the safety of my own home. 
I’ve also been diagnosed as being 
depressed and angry. Hey, I’m not 
mad at anyone although I used to 
be mad at everyone. War is terrible. 
The experience of hunting and kill-
ing someone while they hunt and 
hope to kill you is surreal. It tends 
to stick with you.

“A long time ago they called PTSD 
a ‘soldier’s heart.’ That sadness that 
washes over you while standing in 
line at the grocery store. You look 
around at all the people and think 
to yourself that none of them knows 

what it is like, war ... none of them 
knows. You feel protective of them 
and proud that you have spared 
them from ever knowing it.

“My current wife saved my life. 
I mean that in a most literal way. 
She is understanding and so very 
patient. She is also practical and 
steadfast. The best combat lifesaver 
that I have ever met.

“Today I hear the government 
is denying cases of PTSD. Calling 
them instead traumatic brain inju-
ry, or TBI. Those assholes. ... Which 
is worse? The injury to the person 
inside the brain or the brain itself? 
They are also saying that a lot of the 
problems were pre-existing. When 
I was in the Army they would eject 
you if you were a bed-wetter. If you 
had a real mental condition there is 
no way that they would have accept-
ed you in the first place. It always 
surprised my parents and my wife 
that even though I’d been seeing VA 
doctors since the day I got out of the 
Army, it took me so long to get my 
rating of PTSD.

“That’s it, Bob. Probably more 
than you wanted but the dam 
spilled over. Write about TBI, pre-
existing conditions and the high 
rate of suicides among combat 
veterans. Write about the homeless 
rate among soldiers who have just 
returned ‘Home.’ Don’t stop writing 
and I won’t stop reading.

“Feel free to use anything that I’ve 
told you.

“Thanks,
“Mark”

My thanks to you, Mark, for shar-
ing this much of your ordeal.

Bob Ray Sanders is a columnist 
for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 
Readers may write to him at: 400 W. 
7th Street, Fort Worth 76102, or via e-
mail at bobray@star-telegram.com. 
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Drill and ease fear factor's affect on price

A soldier shares his life after deploymentE ditorial
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For too long, Texas was in denial about its drop-
out problem. Fuzzy math and fungible counting 
methods allowed districts to grossly underesti-
mate the number of students slipping through 

the cracks.
A planned shift to tougher dropout standards seemed 

to signal that the state was ready for a reality check. But 
for two years running, the Texas Education Agency has 
deferred full implementation, giving schools with high 
dropout rates a “get out of jail free” card.

Last year, the first for the new standard, the state 
granted an exception that spared school districts and 
campuses from being saddled with lower ratings based 
solely on dropout numbers. The reprieve seemed rea-
sonable, as educators adjusted to the new criteria.

So this would be the year that Texas came to terms 
with its dropout epidemic. At least that was the plan.

But as the release date for school rankings drew near, 
districts again pleaded for more time. Unfortunately, 
state Education Commissioner Robert Scott obliged.

Earlier this month, he granted another exception, giv-
ing schools a break for a second year. This prolonged 
amnesty runs counter to the sense of urgency that must 
surround the dropout issue. How severe is the prob-
lem? Estimates vary widely, depending on the count-
ing method, but a study released this year by America’s 
Promise Alliance reported that Dallas had a graduation 
rate of only 44.4 percent in 2004.

State officials have argued that educators will use 
the additional time to evaluate information and craft 
strategies, but Texas can’t afford to burn another year 
mulling this over. There’s little doubt that districts will 
intensify efforts to keep kids in school when student 
completion rates threaten their prized performance rat-
ings.

The truth will hurt when the new standard is in place. 
No doubt some districts that have become accustomed 
to higher marks will be labeled “academically unac-
ceptable.”

Yet implementing more stringent criteria will under-
score the depth of the problem and will be the most ef-
fective way to spur action.

TEA officials now say that it’s common to allow a two-
year grace period before using new indicators to calcu-
late ratings, although that’s not a formal policy. And 
there was no mention of the practice last summer when 
the state announced the first one-year exception.

At this point, we can only hope that the third time will 
be a charm when it comes to implementing real dropout 
standards.

the dAllAs morning news

letter policies

how to contact Us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer 

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan at 
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street 

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per 

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone 

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-mailed 
to editor@bigspringherald.com

a short prayer
For those so graciousloy willing to help others in 

times of need.
Amen

Sometimes political parties 
play to type so perfectly 
that it’s almost charming. 
Consider the completely 

predictable responses of Democrats 
and Republicans to the record pric-
es of oil.

Both parties agree that $4 gasoline 
is problematic. From there, they 
part ways. Democrats blame the oil 
companies and specu-
lators. Republicans 
point the finger at 
government interfer-
ence and increased 
global demand. Dem-
ocrats want to tax and 
regulate their way 
out of the problem 
by passing increased 
carbon-tax measures 
and fuel-economy 
standards. Republi-
cans want to drill for 
more oil. Naturally, 
each party opposes the views of the 
other.

Each is half right. Global demand 
for oil has increased from 77.4 
million barrels per day in 2001 to 
86.4 million b.p.d. today. That’s an 
increase of 11.6 percent. So Repub-
licans are correct that demand has 
increased. But during that same 
time period, the price of oil has 
increased, in real dollars, by 400 
percent.

Which means Democrats are cor-
rect in saying that other forces — 
namely, speculation and risk pre-
miums — are responsible for much 
of the elevated price. Republicans 
like to deny such factors, since they 
imply the inefficiencies of the free 
market, but their effects are unde-
niable.

After all, it isn’t as though people 
want more oil than is being pro-

duced. The oil market has surplus 
production capacity — that is, a 
buffer of additional supply than can 
be cranked up should demand rise. 
There is more oil to be sold than 
people want to buy. In recent years, 
however, global surplus capacity 
has shrunk. The risk premiums 
we’re paying are due to fears that 
the surplus might not be enough to 
cover demand, should some unfore-
seen event cause a supply interrup-
tion.

Which brings us to the Republi-
can proposal to drill for more oil at 
home. Currently, there is a ban on 
drilling for oil within 200 miles of 
our coast. This means that we can’t 
get our hands on about 85 percent 
of America’s untapped domestic 
reserves. Which is a little bit crazy. 
Imagine building your house next 
to a well, but refusing to tap it in 
favor of buying expensive bottled 
water from someone else.

Our untapped resources are not 
trivial. According to Rep. Roy 
Blunt, the Missouri Republican 
leading the drill team in the House, 
our deep-water ocean resources 
should yield 3 million barrels per 
day (as well as 76 trillion cubic feet 
of natural gas); Arctic resources 
could account for an additional 1 
million b.p.d.; and our oil shale re-
sources could give us an additional 
2.5 million b.p.d.

Last week, President Bush re-
scinded the executive order pro-
hibiting offshore drilling. So the 
only thing standing in the way of 
harnessing America’s reserves are 
Democrats in Congress.

Congressional Democrats claim 
we can’t drill our way out of our 
long-term energy problem. And 
they’re not wrong. Even if every-
thing went right, the Republican 

plan to drill only yields 6.5 million 
b.p.d., a small portion of our nation-
al 20 million b.p.d. habit. And that 
oil could take as long as 10 years to 
come online.

But drilling would be a short-
term fix for our troubled economy. 
Remember, oil prices are soaring 
because investors are worried 
about future, not current, supply 
shortfalls. Moving to create addi-
tional future supply would relieve 
some of the price pressure we’re 
experiencing today. And while we 
can’t drill our way out of long-term 
oil dependence, we might be able 
to drill our way out of recessionary 
trends brought on by the giant oil-
price shocks.

The real problem — and here’s 
where both parties are wrong — 
isn’t $4 gas. The problem is a 400 
percent oil-price increase in just a 
few short years. At some point, gas 
needed to become more expensive 
to prod consumers toward more 
fuel-efficient alternatives. It is dan-
gerous to be dependent on foreign 
oil. But the overnight spike carries 
its own economic dangers.

The key to balancing increased 
energy independence and economic 
health is gradualism. Higher gas 
prices are here to stay, so American 
consumers are going to be pushed 
toward greater efficiency, no mat-
ter what. To lessen the pain, and to 
protect our economic well-being, 
Democrats in Congress should let 
the drilling begin.

Jonathan V. Last is a columnist for 
the Philadelphia Inquirer. Readers 
may write to him at: Philadelphia 
Inquirer, P.O. Box 8263, Phila-
delphia, Pa. 19101, or by e-mail at 
jlast@phillynews.com.

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• GEORGE W. BUSH
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Kay BailEy HUtcHiSOn
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4305
Phone: 202-224-5922

• JOHn cORnyn
U.S. Senator

517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy nEUGEBaUER
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RicK PERRy
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFlin
State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (432) 213-2897 or (512) 
463-0604
•KEl SEliGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

BiG SPRinG 
city cOUncil

 russ Mcewen, Mayor  — 
Home: 263-0907; Work (Russ 

McEwen Insurance): 267-1413. 

 greg Biddison  — Home: 
267-6009; Work (Greg’s Grill): 
267-7121.
  Manuel raMirez Jr. —Home: 
268-9692; Work (VAMC): 
263-7361. 
 stephanie horton —  Home: 
264-0306; Work (VA Medical 
Center): 263-7361..
 Joann staulcup — Home: 
263-4980.
 gloria Mcdonald — Home: 
263-4835. Work: 263-7615.
 troy toMpkins — Home: 
267-8769. Work: 263-0180.

addresses

BoB

ray

sanders

Jonathan

V.  
last

In need of real 
dropout rates
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$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES
Chico and Sons

Concrete
(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

All Types Concrete Work
Block & Brick Repair

Trenching & Tractor Service
& Landscaping

Tommy Campbell 
Concrete

Contractors
(432) 466-0623 2006 Runnels
(432) 935-3644 Big Spring,TX 79720

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e :
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set: $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Johnson Air Conditioning, 
Heating & Sheet Metal

Duct Work

We Carry All Air 
Conditioning Parts, 

Filters & Belts

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

YOUR ADREALTY

NAIL SALON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE

FENCES

CONCRETECONCRETE

AC & HEATING

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

Reduced
1003, 1011 E. 11th
11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Benny Marquez-

CONCRETE

(Next To Wal-Mart)

Oilfield Service

L.C. Sandblasting Inc 
Oilfield Service
432-213-3399

Sandblasting Coating/Painting
Backhoe Tank Repair
Dirt Work Fiberglass Repair
Dump Truck Welding

Landon Wegner 12
52

7

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

LAWN SERVICE

H & L
LAWN SERVICE
* Weed Eating

* Edging * Mowing

CALL HENRY
(432) 268-3065

10
73

3

RESTAURANT

12
57

7

CLIP AND BRING  IN FOR $1.00 OFF MEAL

   432-267-2895

HOME IMPROVEMENT

11
33

8

COSCO
Home Repair

Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install
Free Estimates

432-816-6282

Lawn Service

Top Notch
Lawn Service

12
51

8

HOME IMPROVEMENT

L & R 
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home 
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions, 

Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone, 
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets, 
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540
or E-mail us at

lrconstruction@suddenlink.net 10
83

1

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

THIS SPACE
COULD BE

YOURS
CALL 263-7331

LAWN SERVICE

12352

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
or 432-558-0287

Free Estimates - Senior Discounts
All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed $25.00

Big Spring Area
264-9515

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Smith 
Remodeling

All Your Remodel &
Repair Needs

Custom Kitchens
& Baths
Call Ric

432-517-2004 12
46

1

    



The Friends of 
the Library are 
requesting dona-
tions of gently 

used books for the annual 
book sale.  You may bring 
them to the Library dur-
ing regular hours. It is 
requested that they be in 
sturdy boxes.  As always, 
the Friends request that 
the items be 
something 
that you 
would like 
to purchase; 
dirty and 
musty books 
need not ap-
ply!  

The sale is 
scheduled 
for Sept. 
19-21. A cor-
rection from 
last week, 
membership dues are $5 
per person.

We are still working on 
a new website although 
sad to say, it is not up yet. 
Also, our phone message 
on the answering service 
still reflects incorrect 
information. We will at-
tempt to correct it as soon 
as possible.

New Arrivals
Our Large Print is im-

portant to many people 
here in the community. 
It enables people whose 
vision is compromised to 
still enjoy reading. Some 
new LP mysteries have 
arrived.  

• “Chasing Darkness” 
(LP M CRA R). Robert 
Crais is a well-known 
thriller/mystery writer 
who also was a writer for 
a number of TV shows — 
Cagney & Lacey, Quincy 
ME, Miami Vice and even 
LA Law.  

His character Elvis Cole 
is a police detective for 
the LAPD and Crais’ lat-
est book comes from the 
headlines. Police are evac-

uating a fire-threatened 
LA neighborhood, when 
they discover an apparent 
suicide victim. As always, 
it is what it isn’t and that 
is all I’m going to tell you. 
We do have this in regular 
print also. 

• “Sleeping Arrang-
ments” (LP F WIC M) 
Madeleine Wickham has 
a wicked sense of writ-
ing. Her books are usually 
based in England, maybe 
Spain or France, and 
there is always a crossed 
“love” affair.  Her latest 
is just that. Two couples 
have been promised the 
use of a villa in Spain but 
it is large enough only for 
a single couple.  
Chloe and Phillip and 
Hugh and Amanda come 
to spend a week on vaca-
tion. The question is, will 
each couple leave as they 
came? This may also be 
found in the Fiction area 
with the rest of Wick-
ham’s books. Another 
LP selection is Elizabeth 
Adler’s “One of Those 
Malibu Nights” (LP M  
ADL E).

Non-Fiction
“Dead Lucky: Life After 

Death on Mount Everest” 
(796.522 HAL L) by Lin-
coln Hall. 

In May 2006 on Mt. Ever-
est, veteran climber Hall 
was left for dead because, 
to his fellow climbers, he 
appeared to have died. 
But the following morn-
ing, members of another 
expedition found him sit-
ting on a rock and very 
much alive. Hall’s story 
made headlines around 
the world — not too many 
dead men walk down off 
the tallest mountain in the 
world — and now Hall, the 
author of seven previous 
climbing-themed books, 
tells us the full story. 

It is a remarkable ac-
count. Hall’s ordeal is 

the stuff of nightmares: 
collapsing from altitude 
sickness, slipping into 
unconsciousness, waking 
up all alone at the top of 
the world, left behind as 
though he were a corpse. 

As a storyteller, Hall has 
a tough job: to convey to 
the reader what was going 
on inside his head as he 
slipped in and out of hal-
lucination until the line 
between fantasy and real-
ity was so blurred as to be 
nonexistent. 

He does this with a grace 
and sense of drama that 
benefit a novel: we feel 
we’re there with him, see-
ing and hearing things 
that can’t possibly be real. 
There have been a great 

many Everest-themed 
books lately, but this one 
stands alone, the first-per-
son account of a climber’s 
journey into, and back out 
of, death itself.  — review 
from Booklist.

Current Events/Iraq
A couple of books from 

Iraq:  “From Baghdad, 
With Love” (956.704 KOP 
J) by Lt. Col. Jay Kopel-
man and “God Willing: 
My Wild Ride with the 
New Iraqi Army” (956.704 
NAV E) by Captain Eric 
Navarro are now in.  

Kopelman writes about 
Lava, a tiny puppy found 
in an abandoned home in 
Fallujah and taken as a 
pet by some of the rough-

est, toughest Marines 
around.  

“God Willing “ is Capt. 
Navarro’s account of liv-
ing and training five-hun-
dred Iraqi police recruits. 
Both are equally engross-
ing.  

Relationships
 • “There When He Needs 

You”  (649.108 BER N) 
Dad, are you puzzled how 
to talk to your son? Do 
your conversations con-
sist of yes/no questions?  
Are you trying to be a 
good father to your son 
but don’t quite know how 
to do so?  Neil Bernstein 
has written a book on how 
to be emotionally involved 
and available to your son.  
This will give you some 

guidance in communicat-
ing with your son.  

 
The Library is closed on 

Saturdays for the month 
of August. The Howard 
County Library hours are 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. The Inter-
net/Video room is closed 
from noon until 2 p.m. and 
closes one-half hour be-
fore closing. The Library 
is located at 500 S. Main 
St.  Our phone number is 
264-2260. The Web site is 
www.howard-county.lib.
tx.us

Hollis McCright is direc-
tor of the Howard County 
Library.
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Prices effective thru August 4, 2008. Interim markdowns may have been taken. Entire stocks only where indicated. Selection may vary by store.

ONEHOT
SIZZLIN’

SAVE ON THE NEWEST LOOKS 
FOR BACK-TO-SCHOOL!

40% OFF
PLUS-SIZES SPORTSWEAR
Assorted career and casual looks. 
Reg. 20.00-54.00, Sale 12.00-32.40

50% OFF
MEN’S SUN RIVER® CLASSICS
Polos, shorts and more. Reg./orig. 
20.00-30.00, Sale 9.99-14.99

SALE 14.99
GUYS SCREENED HENLEYS
By Modern Culture®. Assorted styles, 
colors. Reg. 28.00.

25% OFF
MEN’S JOCKEY® UNDERWEAR
Briefs, boxers, tees and more. 
Reg. 19.00-27.00, Sale 14.25-20.25

30-40% OFF
JUNIORS COLLECTIONS
By Southpole®, U.S. Polo Assn.®, more.
Reg. 20.00-56.00, Sale 14.00-33.60

SALE 19.99
MISSES CAPRIS & BERMUDAS
By Gloria Vanderbilt®, Larry Levine®

and more. Reg. 32.00-38.00

SALE 49.99
SUMMER DRESSES
Misses and juniors by Robbie Bee®,
Bee Darlin®, more. Orig. 68.00 each.

40% OFF
BOYS & GIRLS SHORTS
Graphite®, Cupid’s Cup®, Vanilla Star®. 
Reg. 20.00-34.00, Sale 12.00-20.40

50% OFF
CHAPS® SPORTSWEAR
Men’s Spring and Summer styles.
Orig. 36.00-45.00, Sale 18.00-22.50

SALE 16.99
ALL PLAYTEX® BRAS
Boxed and hanging styles. 
Reg. 23.00-29.00.

60% OFF
STERLING SILVER
& TURQUOISE JEWELRY
Drop earrings and pendants.

30% OFF
DESIGNER HANDBAGS
By Nine West®, Sag Harbor, Relic®.
Reg. 42.00-89.00, Sale 29.40-62.30

Clearance Blowout! 

SAVE 75%
When you take an

Extra 20% OFF 
Entire Stock 

Red-Ticket Merchandise
Total savings off original prices. Interim markdowns have been taken.

40% OFF
HANNAH® SEPARATES
Misses tops, bermudas, capris, more.
Reg. 18.00-36.00, Sale 10.80-21.60

SHOE SALE
FOR THE FAMILY
Dress, casual, athletic styles. Reg.
14.00-160.00, Sale 11.99-139.99

80732815.B    7/31/08    ONE HOT SALE ROP    4 Col x 14"    B&W ROP    MN    12 Bealls Mexican; 4A BEALLS EXC (0102, 0104, 0126, 0134, 0149, 0634, 0657, 0665);
5A Bealls: 0183, 0282, 0291, 0335, 0352, 0603A, 0603B, 0608, 0614, 0618, 0619, 0620, 0622, 0624, 0628, 0633, 0635, 0640, 0646, 0653, 0655, 0724, 0725, 0730, 0732,
0756, 0776, 0776A, 0777, 0778    N.Beisner / R.Pitts / J.Schwalen-Lee

80732815.BPS  7/23/08  1:51 PM  Page 1

BEALL HOURS:
MONDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M.   SUNDAY 12:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M.

INSIDE THE BIG SPRING MALL 12360

FREE DIRECTV 4 ROOM SYSTEM!

95 HD

Channels

FREE 4 MONTHS
ALL 265+ CHANNELS!

Includes HBO, Cinemax, Showtime,
Starz, Sports...Everything!

(Ends Soon, Ask How)
FREE DVR/HD!

Pkgs. start only $29.99!
No Start up costs!

We’re Local Installers!

Toll Free 800-214-7110

NFL
Sunday
Ticket 

is 
Here!!!

Go Painlessly
THG-08912

Compare and Save! Buy THERA-GESIC®

Why not check this out? At the county library

Hollis

MccrigHt

Once upon a 
time, there was 
a princess who 
collected frogs, 

turtles and rocks. She was 
fascinated by worms and 
befriended spiders. She 
intercepted 
bugs from 
the traps 
her mother 
put out and, 
in general, 
was very 
un-princess-
like.

This prin-
cess had 
four broth-
ers who all 
had princely 
qualities but 
rarely ever used them. 
This is why our princess 
felt the need to defend 
herself against her broth-
ers’ un-princely-ness. 
She also defended any 
creatures that might oth-
erwise become the target 
of her brothers’ curiosity. 
Curiosity, I might add, 
that had more to do with 
life-threatening insect ex-
perimentation than with 
a harmless want of knowl-
edge.

This little princess was 
friend to one and all, 
creatures and humans 
alike, including a certain 
babysitter onto whom she 
would launch herself and 
demand a piggy-back ride. 
Her friendship of animals 
might bring to mind an 
image of Cinderella and 
her troop of housekeeping 
forest friends ... but for 
one exception. Her bed-
room always looked like 
it had been hit by a bomb. 
Apparently she had not 
yet acquired the skills to 
teach her animals friends 
how to handle a broom 
and dust pan.

As for feeling a pea un-
der her mattress, it is 
highly unlikely given the 
abundance of items unre-
lated to sleeping that she 
is amassing upon her bed. 
It is not uncommon to see 
her awaken in the morn-
ing with her knees rest-
ing on a two inch volume 
about horses, a plastic 
miniature teapot balanc-
ing on the end of her big 
toe, and the imprint of a 
Polly Pocket she had 

See LAURA, Page 6A

Laura on Life
Princess Palace

laura

snyder
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeHelp Wanted
GARTMAN REFRIGERATION
need Certified HVAC and ex-
perienced plumber.   Apply in 
person,   3206 E. FM 700.

GAS PRICES got you Down 
Try Avon!!!!!!!!!!!! 12 Immediate 
openings. Up to 50% commis-
sion and great benefits. For the 
cost  of lunch you could start a 
new career.   call 
(432)270-2125. Ind. sales rep.

GO GREEN
Join The Wind Energy Team:

Openings For 
Wind Tower Installation.
No Experience Required; 

Will Train.
Excellent Pay With 
Project Bonuses. 

Full Benefit Package. 
For More Information About 
Opportunities In The Big 
Spring, TX Area Call 
1-877-355-5303 Ext.#5325. 
M-F 8a-5p EEOC/MF

GREAT PAY
& BENEFITS!

Hiring class CDL Drivers. 
Clean MVR. Also need Shop 
Mechanice. Call 432-756-2875 
or apply at Key Energy, West 
I-20 South Service Road, Stan-
ton, TX.

HIRING TEMPORARY Cash-
ier/Clerk. Apply in person @ 
Texas Book Company-Howard 
College Bookstore, Mon-Thurs 
10am-5pm.

HOUSEKEEPING NEEDED-
above avarage wage.  Pick up 
application at Holiday Inn Ex-
press, 1109 N. Aylesford.

INDEPENDENT OIL & Gas 
Co. is seeking to fill a drilling, 
completion and field operations 
supervisor(s) position. A com-
petitive salary/ benefits and an 
excellent work environment are 
some of the associated advan-
tages. This position offers chal-
lenging work in the supervision 
of drilling, completion and field 
operations in the West Texas 
Area. Please send resume with 
contact information to: 
dorr@telesisoperating.com, or 
fax to 817-737-2235. All inquir-
ies will be strictly confidential.

NEED CDL Driver to move 
equipment and Heavy Equip-
ment Operator. Must pass drug 
test. Call 432-394-4161.

NEED TRANSPORT Driver for 
fuel deliveries. Starting Salary 
$18.50per Hour. Excellent 
Benefits.   Must have CDL & 
good driving record. Come by 
1st & Johnson, Park Fuels/ 
Chevron, Big Spring.

ROOFING CREW needed local 
work. Call 432-213-1184.

Help Wanted
NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING full time/ part 
time employees at WES-T-GO.  
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

PARKVIEW NURSING & 
REHABILITATION 

Now hiring for the following po-
sitions:
* Dietary Aide
* Certified Nurse Aides
Which offers great benefits, 
competitive pay and a excellent 
working environment.
Please apply in person at 3200 
Parkway Rd., Big Spring, 
Texas.

PARKVIEW NURSING & 
REHABILITATION 

Now hiring for a LVN position.
We offer a great benefit pack-
age including insurance and re-
tirement, competitive pay and 
an excellent work environment.
Please apply in person at 3200 
Parkway Rd.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING.
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an-
nually including Federal Bene-
fits and OT. Placed by ad-
Source, not USPS who hires.
1-866-795-4058.

RAINBOW CHRISTIAN
Pre-School is needing, 1 Child-
care worker & 1 Bus 
Driver/Caregiver. Both are full 
time positions. Experience a 
must! Come by 409 Goliad to 
apply.

SECURITY PERSONAL 
wanted for all shifts, Mon.-Sun. 
Must have a clean background 
check and a valid driver’s li-
cense. Retirees welcome to 
apply. Call toll free 
1-877-352-7248,  
432-466-5215.

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full & 
Part time Cashiers & Assistant 
Managers. Apply in person at 
any Shell Star Stop in Big 
Spring. Drug Free Environ-
ment.

SITTER NEEDED for 12 year 
old. Some over nights required. 
Prefer our house but can make 
other arrangements. Call 
(308)660-3993 Big Spring.

Help Wanted
SPECS. & Company is seeking  
a self motivated employee with 
excellent communication and 
customer skills. Will train right 
person. Apply at 2311 Scurry. 
Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30.

TRUCKDRIVER NEEDED!
BEST PAY, GREAT BENE-
FITS! Pay is hourly, lots of 
OVERTIME, plus per diem. 
T&T Transports in Colorado 
City needs Class A CDL driver 
to haul oilfield equipment 
cross-country. Home weekly. 
Must have oversized hauling 
experiences, tanker and haz-
ardous endorsements, good 
driving record. Call 
1-800-588-2669.

WANTED: 
29 Serious people to 

Work From Home 
using a Computer

Up to $1,500-$5,000 PT/FT
www.jmconcepts.com

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are background 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

Items for Sale
2 PIECE Pillow Top Queen 
Mattress Set. Brand new  with 
Mfg. warranty. $160. 
(432)664-8980.

3 PCS King Pillow  Top Mat-
tress Set, still in plastic with 
Factory Warranty. $245. 
(432)664-8980.

CHERRY SLEIGH bed solid 
wood, still in box with mattress 
set, both new, $395. 
432)664-8980.

FULL PILLOW Top Mattress 
set with frame. Only $175. 
(432)664-8980.

NEW TWIN Pillow top Mattress 
set. $115. has warranty. 
(432)664-8980.

ONLY SATURDAY, Aug 2
ONLY 9am to 1pm
American Limestone has stone 
panels, bits & pieces at low 
cost. Corner of 1st Ave. and 
Wright Ave. Southeast side of 
Air Park.

PRESSURE RELIEVING, 
Tempur-pedic type Memory 
Foam Mattress set new in plas-
tic. $500.  (432)664-8980.

Miscellaneous
ALL STEEL BUILDINGS
Steel Prices Rising, Buy Now!
Factory-Direct to Site
Can Erect, Cheap Freight
www.scg-grp.com Source#10R
Phone: 432-413-3454.

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Year 2000 prices. 
Call Grishams (432)267-8191.

TIME SHARE Ownership. 
Home Base Branson Mo. A 
Very Special Deal for a 
Low-Low Price. Call 
(432)264-6489.

TWO 250 Barrel (shorty) steel 
tanks. For Scrap. Call 
(432)394-4492.

On the Farm
NEW

MAHINDRA
TRACTORS

6011 E. Hwy. 80
Midland, TX 

(Take exit 144 off I-20, 
located on N. Service Rd. 

of Bus. 20.)
Full service dealership
Hours 8am-6pm M-F

8am-noon Sat.
CULTIVATE YOUR DREAMS

0% interest up to 60 Months on 
selected models. Mahindra 
Tractors have better traction, 
stability and control. Mahindra 
will push more, pull more and 
lift more. 
www.beenetractors.com

Pets
AKC PAPERS German Shep-
herd puppies. 8 weeks old, 
$325. each, One white female 
pup. $600. OBO. 
(432)517-0078.

FREE TO good home (Male) 
Border Collie/ Lab mixed 
puppy.  Call 432-816-1708.

FREE TO good home Walker 
Coon Hound /Border Collie 
mixed puppies. Call 
(432)268-3106.

FREE TO good home. Indoor 
cat approx. 1 year old. Spayed 
and sweet personality. Please 
call 432-268-9152.

FREE!! Ready for Loving 
Home, Pomeranian/Chihuahua 
mixed puppies. Also have two 
female Chihuahua dogs. Call 
432-466-1708.

AKC SHIH-TZU/ Pomeranian 
Mix. Small cute. 3 Puppies. Af-
fectionate and eager to please 
their owners. Born 5/3/08. Pad 
trained. Smart and Cute. 
$100.00 OBO.  432-213-2267.

Real Estate for Rent

1503 MESQUITE. Three bed-
room, two bath home with 
fenced yard. References and 
one year lease required. No in-
side pets. $695 month, $500. 
deposit. Call (432)267-6667.

1752 PURDUE. 3 Bedroom, 2 
bath,  double car garage. One 
year lease required. $800. 
Month, $800. deposit.  Call af-
ter 5pm 432-816-1330, 
432-816-9278.

3619 HAMILTON- 3 Bdrm, 1 
bath. Completely Remodeled. 
Call 432-213-0820 for more in-
formation.

OFFICE BUILDING Strip Cen-
ter. 614 Gregg. 1200 sq. feet. 
Parking front and rear. $900. 
month. 432-267-7449.

REMINISCE INN
Sterling City, Texas

42 miles South of Big Spring
on Hwy 87 North

Rooms for RENT: 
Daily & Weekly Rates

325-450-5455 
Denise Turner

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 & 2 Bedrooms

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale
1107 MULBERRY 3/1 with 720 
square foot 2 bay shop. 
$59,500.00. Owner will finance 
with 10% down. $520 Monthly. 
Call (512)940-5200 or 
(432)631-8100.

1804 SETTLES- 2 Bdrm, 1 
bath, fenced backyard.  Needs 
a little TLC. $16,000.00. No 
Owner Financing. Call 
(409)553-1373, (409)553-0011.

2513 CENTRAL. 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, one car garage, newly re-
modeled with new kitchen cabi-
nets, tile floors, paint, and up-
dated bathrooms. Ready to 
Move In! $99,750. Call 
(432)816-1330.

Real Estate for Sale
2715 CENTRAL Drive 3/2 with 
fireplace, fenced yard and 
shop. $139,500.00. Owner will 
finance with 10% down. $1215. 
Monthly. Call (512)940-5200 or 
(432)631-8100.

3/2 Home 2400 sq. feet with 
double garage on .8 acres near 
Tubbs addition. Forsan ISD. 
$169,500.00. Additional acre-
age available. Possible Owner 
Financing.  512-940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

3241 DREXEL Ave. 3/2, ga-
rage, fireplace and fenced 
yard. $99,500.00. Owner will 
Finance with 10% down. 
$865.00 Monthly. Call 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

900 ACRES 1.5 miles of Colo-
rado River, Highly improved. 
Saba County. Beautiful Ranch. 
$5,500,000.00. Call 
903-326-4851, 903-872-2022 
or 325-623-5651.

A REAL PROFIT MAKER
FULL SERVICE 

BRUSHLESS CAR WASH
PLUS 5 SELF-SERVE 

WASH BAYS 
4 VAC STATIONS

PLUS 8 DETAIL STALLS
2 Self-service Shampoo Ma-
chines and Vending Machines. 
Self Service Air.
Located on Full City Block 
220'x240’ Paved. 

Details and Price
Bill Chrane 

432-213-0426
Big Spring, Texas

BUSINESS FOR Sale by 
Owner. Unlimited income pos-
sibilities. Hair salon, tanning 
salon & boutique. Established 
business in great location. Seri-
ous buyers only! 
(433)816-6228.

BY OWNER- 2500 sq feet- 
Two Story 3/2. 2505 Broadway 
St. (off Thorpe) County Like 
Setting. Huge trees, workshop, 
gazebo, dead end street, al-
most 1 acre. $169,900. Must 
See. Quiet Neighborhood. Call 
432-935-4111 or 935-1833.

BY OWNER/ No Financing: 
Coahoma ISD, 2 bdr., 1 bath 
house on approx. half acre. 
Call 432-267-2907.

CREAM OF the Crop- Forsan 
ISD. Beautifully Remodeled 
3/2/2, CH/A. New appliances, 
barn, fences, stalls and arena 
on 5 acres. By appointment. 
$199,000.00. (325)728-6602, 
(432)394-4451.

OWNER FINANCE- $5,000 
Down, $13,900 Loan. 2 Bdrm, 
2 bath, fixer-upper. Call Doris, 
Home Realtors (432)270-8920.

HOUSE FOR sale By Owner. 
1202 Buena Vista. 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath. 1 acre with shop. Coa-
homa ISD. Call for appointment 
(432)213-3956. $195,000.00.

OWNER FINANCED-Easy 
Terms. 1307 Mt. Vernon,  510 
State Street, and 3450 Ranch 
33. Call TruStar Realty 
(432)264-8166.

OWNER FINANCE Home. 501 
Union. Three bedroom, one 
bath, two living areas, Priced to 
Sell! $32,000. $2,000 down. 
$400. month. Nearly updated 
carpet & tile. Call Patience 
(432)349-5242.

SALE or RENT - 3 Bedroom, 
1 bath. Asking $30,000.00 or 
$500.00 a month plus deposit. 
Call 432-816-9942 for more in-
formation.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
1998 OLDSMOBILE Van. Eve-
rything works good. Needs 
some engine work.  2 New 
tires, starter, battery, alternator. 
Best Offer. Call (432)264-0356 
leave message.

PRICE REDUCED!!!!!!!!!!
2002 Yamaha Roadstar Sil-
verado. Like new condition. 
15000 Miles on bike, 800 miles 
on tires.  Call after 6:30pm cell 
(432)553-3876 or 
(432)267-1090.

WHEEL CHAIR assessable 
conversion. 2006 Dodge Grand 
Caravan. Only 14,200 miles. 
Excellent condition. Still under 
warranty. Call 432-770-4652 or 
432-699-5460.

WANTED:
Police & 

Firefighters 
x Up to $10,000 sign-on!! 
x City pays for Academy!
x Get paid while training & 

attending Academy!! 
x Up to $1,500 for

Academy 
Reimbursement! 

x $2,400 Relocation 
upfront!! 

x Great health & retirement
benefits! 

Sign-on 
Bonuses & 
Incentives 

City of Big Spring 

FOR MORE INFO:
www.mybigspring.com 

310 Nolan 
Big Spring, TX 79720 

Phone: 432.264.2346 
Fax: 432.264.2387 

TexSCAN Week of                   
July 27, 2008

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ALL CASH CANDY  Route. Do you earn
$800 in a day? Your own local candy route.
30 machines and candy. All for $9,995. 1-888-
625-5481. Multi Vend, LLC.
WANT TO OWN your own franchise? www.MyFran-
chisePath.com will help you for free. Call 1-800-420-
0819 or e-mail ownafranchise@franthis.com. Our 
experts match you with the right opportunity.

DRIVERS
CDL-A TEAMS WANTED. Split $1.06 per
mile. $1100/week. minimum. per driver. O/O
teams $2.45/mile. $1,000 bonus. SLT Express-
way, 1-800-835-9471 ext 229.
DRIVERS- CDL- A The grass is Greener at PTL. 
Students with CDL welcome - excellent training
program. Company drivers earn up to 46¢ cpm.
Owner Operators earn $1.42 cpm. meet age require-
ment, 12 mos OTR, No forced northeast! Company 
drivers call: 1-866-606-6200. Owner operators call: 
1-877-774-3533. www.ptl-inc.com
DRIVERS-STUDENTS: DRIVE a Big Rig! Spon-
sored Training/Tuition Reimbursement available! Pos-
sible $40K 1st year! Experienced drivers Ask about our
$5000 Sign-On! www.ffeinc.com 1-800-569-9232.
JULY DRIVERS: 13 DRIVERS needed Sign-On
bonus 35-42cpm, Earn over $1000 weekly. Excel-
lent benefits, Need CDL- A & 3 months recent
OTR. 1-800-635-8669, Melton Truck Lines.
TRUCK DRIVERS: CDL training. Up to $20,000 
bonus. Accelerate your career as a soldier. Drive 
out terrorism by keeping the Army National Guard 
supplied. 1-800-GO-GUARD.com/truck

EDUCATION/SCHOOLS
CAN YOU DIG it? Heavy equipment school.
3 week training program. Backhoes, bulldozer,
trackhoes. Local job placement asst. Start digging
dirt now. 1-866-362-6497 D W

HELP WANTED
HOST FAMILIES SOUGHT for  foreign
exchange students, 15-18 years old. Has own
spending money and insurance. Call today!
American Intercultural Student Exchange, 1-800-
SIBLING. www.aise.com
SUPPLEMENTAL INCOME CETUSA seeks
Coordinator.Place and supervise International
high school students in host families.Training,
stipend, and international travel. Call Sudy
1-877-238-8729 www.cetusa.org
TRAVELING INDEPENDENT SALES represen-
tative Maximum travel 4 hours from home. Gone 
Mon-Fri. Commission position. Company average 
pays $855.00/week. Call 1-800-225-6368, ext 333.
VOLUNTEER TO BE a host family to an
international high school student. Call Sara.
1-866-422-9438 www.cetusa.org

HOMES FOR SALE
7BR/4BA HUD $19,812! 3BR/2BA only $10,000! 
5BR/3BA only $10,886! FORECLOSURES &
BANK REPOS!These Homes Must Sell! For local 
BNI listings call 1-800-544-6258 ext. 9847

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
SCOOTERS & POWER WHEELCHAIRS.
Did you know in most cases Medicare, Med-
icaid and Insurance pay 100% of the cost? Call
Melissa or Jon for details. 1-800-606-9860.
www.medcaremedicalsupply.com.

MISCELLANEOUS
AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for high
paying aviation maintenance career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid if qualified. Job
placement assistance. Call  Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 1-888-349-5387.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers, Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-866-
858-2121, www.CenturaOnline.com

REAL ESTATE
FORECLOSURE SPECIAL! 100+ Acre CO
Ranch for $49,900 Year-round roads, utilities.
Access to 6,000+ acre recreation land. Call
1-866-OWN-LAND x 4391
MONTANA RANCH! 640 acres was: $599,900. 
Now: $449,900. Limited time offer! BLM nearby, great
hunting and views. Easy access and power. Call now!
1-877-229-7840 www.WesternSkiesLand.com
NEW TO MARKET Colorado Mountain
Ranch. 35 Acres-$39,900. Priced for quick
sale. Overlooking a majestic lake, beautifully
treed, 360 degree mountain views, adjacent to
national forest. EZ Terms. 1-866-353-4810.
PRIME LAND NEAR Ruidoso, NM. 140 acre parcels
from $995/acre. Power, gravel roads, excellent horse
property, borders national forest. May split. Owner
financing!  1-877-289-6650. www.swproperties.com
20.27 ACRES, NORTH of Brackettville, heavy
oak, cedar, brush cover, deer, turkey, hogs, low
down, $34,459 or TX Vet financing. 1-800-876-
9720. www.hillcountryranches.com

TRAVEL
PANAMA CITY BEACH. Sandpiper-Beacon
Beach Resort from $99 (1-2ppl)  Fireworks every 
Saturday! Lazy river, in/outdoor pools with slides, 
playground. Free Wi-Fi, Discount Coupons, 1-800-
488-8828  www.sandpiperbeacon.com

To Order: Call This Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service at

1-800-749-4793 Today!

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad .................$450

303 Newspapers, 1,017,914 Circulation
North Region Only ........$195

98 Newspapers, 276,893 Circulation
South Region Only .......$195

103 Newspapers, 488,623 Circulation
West Region Only .........$195

102 Newspapers, 252,398 Circulation

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

FFIILLLLEEDD

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today's moon in Cancer
nurtures our emotional
well-being by uncondi-
tionally accepting what-
ever comes up. If we're
feeling cranky, maybe we
need sleep, a relaxing
bubble bath or a good
meal. Or maybe what we
really need is a support-
ive listener to say "poor
baby" -- a perfectly accept-
able request to make in
the right company!

ARIES (March 21-April
19). If you've recently had
trouble envisioning your
bright future, the fog is
lifted. Dream away!
Tonight, don't presume to
know what people are
thinking and don't read
too deeply into what's
said. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Taking care of the
feelings of everyone
around you gets tiresome.
Be tough and expect oth-
ers to be tough. Energetic
and secure people sur-
round you. You'll make a
new friend.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Your role is impor-
tant. And what excites
you about your work situ-
ation is not the same
thing that excites others.
Revel in having your own
little secret sources of
challenge and delight.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Technical difficulties
do arise. It's challenging
just to get everyone at the
same place at the right
time. No matter. Do your
best and don't let them
see you sweat. You can
pull off any feat just by
pretending to be confi-
dent. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Taking life too literally is
a danger. You're better off
distancing yourself from
what's going on so you
can see the patterns.
Instead of listening to
what's said, ask yourself,
"What's this really about?"

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Take any excuse you
can get to fall more
deeply in love with your-
self. There's no sense
waiting for someone to
help you participate in
life -- jump in and let the
others catch up to join
your fun.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
You don't have to be a
teenager to find every-
thing to be a bit ridicu-
lous. Your intelligence
forces you to see the
funny part of what others
are taking way too seri-
ously. Cancer is your
ally. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). There are pressing
situations to sort out. It's
best done without too
much thinking. If you
insist upon seeing and
knowing everything
about your subject before
you decide, you'll never
decide. Feel your way.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Where you want
to go is so far from where
you are now, you might
wonder if you'll make it.
There's no time to pon-
der. Head in the right
direction. Going the dis-
tance is a cinch when you
take it inch by inch. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You usually find
something to like about
people the minute you
meet them, though today
you might be put off by
someone for no apparent
reason. Act on the
instinct -- quickly move
on. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). A relationship is
threatening to take flight.
Are you up for the ride?
Go ahead and store your
emotional baggage in the
overhead bin. Together
you'll arrive at a beauti-
ful, exotic new place. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You've taken it upon
yourself to clean up some-
one's mess. Tell it how it
is. You're not whining,
just stating the facts.
What you say tonight will
be remembered for a long
time to come.

       



By Andrew d. Smith
MCT

DALLAS — Computer 
makers have always ad-
vertised notebooks as “por-
table,” a technically accu-
rate but highly misleading 
word for their back-break-
ing products.

Now they’re flooding the 
market with something 
different: portable com-
puters that actually are 
portable.

Better still, manufactur-
ers have taken two dif-
ferent approaches to cut 
size and weight. One uses 
cutting-edge technology to 
put traditional notebooks 
on a diet and create pow-
erful-but-expensive “slim-
books.” The other removes 
needless components and 
software to make tiny 
“netbook” computers that 
can cost less than $300.

Apple brought the first 

slimbook to market in 
January with its MacBook 
Air. The device packs a 
13.3-inch screen and a full-
size keyboard into a three-
pound package. A 15-inch 
Macbook Pro, by contrast, 
weighs 5.5 pounds and 
ranks among the lightest 
full-size notebooks.

Less than a month after 
the MacBook Air debuted, 
Lenovo began selling a 
similar device, the Think-
Pad X300.

Hewlett-Packard then an-
nounced plans for its Voo-
doo Envy 133 and Toshiba 
unveiled the Portege R500, 
a 12-inch device that will 
weigh just 2.4 pounds.

Folks who never take their 
notebooks farther than the 
living room may question 
the importance of a mea-
sly two or three pounds. 
Road warriors know to for-
get about pounds. Every 
ounce counts.

And weight isn’t the 
only slimbook advantage. 
Their small chips and LED 
screens extend battery 
life. Some have solid state 
drives, which use less en-
ergy than spinning-disk 
hard drives.

The MacBook Air runs 
roughly five hours on 
its tiny battery, about as 
much as the MacBook Pro 
runs on a much larger 
model.

One X300 model goes a 
step further. It substitutes 
a second battery for the 
DVD drive and lasts seven 
hours on a single charge.

In a couple of years, slim-
book users will work all 
day without needing to lug 
power bricks or search for 
plugs.

“Notebook users, tradi-
tionally, have sacrificed 
battery life to cut weight 
or boost computing pow-
er,” said Leslie Fiering, 
lead notebook analyst at 
Gartner Research.

“But we may be near the 
point where we can get all-
day use from a light, pow-
erful notebook, and it’s go-
ing to be incredibly liber-
ating for road warriors.”

We’re not quite there yet, 
though.

All slimbooks sacrifice 
performance for portabil-
ity. Chips are slow. Stor-

age is limited. Some mod-
els omit DVD drives and 
skimp on ports.

But manufacturers doubt 
these shortcomings will 
much deter the business 
users who buy high-end 
notebooks. E-mail pro-
grams, Office software and 
Internet browsers don’t 
require much storage or 
computing power.

At the low end, mini note-
books go much further 
with the feature cutting. 
Rather than trying to rep-
licate a full-size computer 
on a smaller scale, some of 
these “netbooks” offer lit-
tle more than a quick way 
to get online.

The Asus Eee, which basi-
cally invented the netbook 
category when it hit stores 
last fall, uses a streamlined 
Linux operating system 
rather than Windows. It 
includes little software. It 
doesn’t have a DVD drive 
either — or even a tradi-
tional hard drive.

The dearth of features al-
lows the computer to boot 
up in about 20 seconds and 
lets Asus sell it for $299. Its 
7-inch screen and minia-
ture body keep the weight 
down to just two pounds.

Some consumers may 
ask what they could do on 
a computer that lacks both 
software and storage. The 
surprising answer: almost 
everything.

Internet-based software 
now lets anyone with a 
Web browser check e-
mail, type documents, 
make spreadsheets, create 
presentations, edit photos, 
manage finances or plan 
days.

Web-ware helped make 
the Eee a blockbuster hit 
and lured competitors into 
the netbook market.

Hewlett-Packard has 
launched a line of net-

books called Mini-Notes. 
Everex sells a model called 
the Cloudbook. Acer sells 
the Aspire One. Dell plans 
to join the fray soon with 
the Dell E.

In all, chipmaker Intel 
says, 10 manufacturers 
will bring 20 models to 
market by year’s end. It ex-
pects netbook sales to top 
50 million a year by 2011.

Of course, many users 
still want notebooks with 
Windows, Word and a 
hard drive. Netbook mak-
ers oblige such folks with 
slower or pricier models.

Most offer Windows XP 
on some models. A few of-
fer the larger Windows 

Vista operating system, 
which can slow netbooks 
to a crawl.

Options proliferate al-
most weekly, and the trend 
will probably continue.

“We’ll see more and more 
variety as the technology 
improves and prices keep 
falling,” said Harry Wang, 
a senior analyst at Parks 
Associates in Plano, Tex-
as.

“People won’t have one 
or two computers. As pric-
es fall, people may buy a 
handful and use each one 
for specific situations, just 
like they use certain shoes 
for exercise and others for 
work.”

LAUrA
Continued from Page 1A

slept on embossed into her 
cheek. No, she would never 
notice a pea in her bed, 
much less under the mat-
tress.

I took my little princess 
to a beauty salon just for 

little girls. She needed 
her hair cut. The sign on 
the door said “No Boys 
Allowed.” My princess 
thought she had finally 
come “home.”

As we walked through 
the gates of a pearly para-
dise, we were enveloped 
in the essence of girlhood. 
The walls were all shades 
of pink, from rose to 

mauve. Hot pink and sil-
ver boas were draped on 
chairs and fairy dust was 
being strewn hither and 
yon and settled on anyone 
without a Y chromosome.

Everywhere were the 
scents of cotton candy and 
fruit, and the sights of 
all things shiny, sparkly, 
fuzzy and dainty. Bejew-
eled fabrics and lip gloss 
in every imaginable color 
covered pink and silver 
shelves and bins. Best 
of all, according to my 
princess, was that, being 
played at full volume over 
their loud speakers, was 
Hannah Montana.

My princess was in fairy-
tale heaven. She eagerly 
sat upon her “throne” to 
have her “lady-in-wait-
ing” work a miracle with 
her tangled mane of hair. 
Then the head fairy asked 
if she’d like some glitter 
in her hair.

“Heck, yeah!” my little 
princess exclaimed.

“Gold, silver, or rain-
bow?”

“Ooooh! Rainbow!” she 
squealed. Why settle for 
one color when you can 
have them all?

“How about a glittery 
heart stamp on your 
cheek?”

“OK!” she said, deeply 
immersing herself in this 
temporary me-world.

We left this little chunk 
of heaven with some 
cherry-flavored lip gloss, 
a stuffed fuzzy raccoon, a 
lollipop in the shape of a 
slice of kiwi and one very 
happy, glittering princess.

In fact, she now looked 
so princess-like, that I just 
knew she’d feel that pea 
under her mattress.

You can reach Laura at 
lsnyder@lauraonlife.com 
or visit her Web site www.
lauraonlife.com for more 
columns and info about 
her books.
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The Farm Bureau Insurance Companies
are among the most respected sources for Home
Insurance in Texas. For years, we’ve covered
homes in Texas with dependable protection,
combined with fast and fair claims service.

Call today for a free, no-obligation review of
your Home Insurance needs, as well as Auto and
Life Insurance Coverage.

Top home
protection,

great
insurance

value...

Helping You iswhatwedobest.
Richard Atkins, Agency Manager

Ronnie Palmer, Agent

Derek Wash, Agent

Ryan Devere, Agent

Vance Christie, Agent

(432)267-7466
1205 E. 11th Place
Big Spring, TX  79720

TX3HM0726 Howard BSH  3/22/07  2:49 PM  Page 1

John Burson, Agent
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Ravikumar Vemuno, M.D.
             Board Certified In Internal
             Medicine Gastroenterology

Syam Yemulopalli, M.D.
             Board Certified In Internal
            Medicine Gastroenterology

www.permiangi.com
1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 304 • (432) 263-3433 12095

Permian Gastroenterology Associates, LLP
  • Colon Cancer Screening   • Heart Burn
  • Abdominal Pain    • Constipation   
  • Rectal Bleeding   • Diarrhea

‘Portable’ computers become, well, really portable

mCt photo/Lisa LeVrier

A so-called netbook, the Asus eee, sits atop a full-size 
notebook computer by Fujitsu.
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This Date 
In History

Today is Wednesday, July 30, 
the 212th day of 2008. There are 154 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On July 30, 1945, during World 

War II, the battle cruiser USS 
Indianapolis, which had just deliv-
ered components for the atomic 
bomb that would be dropped on 
Hiroshima, was torpedoed by a 
Japanese submarine; only 316 out 
of some 1,200 men survived the 
sinking and shark-infested 
waters.

On this date:
In 1619, the first representative 

assembly in America convened in 
Jamestown, Va.

In 1729, the city of Baltimore 
was founded.

In 1792, the French national 
anthem “La Marseillaise,” by 
Claude Joseph Rouget de Lisle, 
was first sung in Paris by troops 
arriving from Marseille.

In 1864, during the Civil War, 
Union forces tried to take 
Petersburg, Va., by exploding a 
gunpowder-filled mine under 
Confederate defense lines; the 
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News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News ¡Al Rojo Vivo! Early Tdy Harvey Israel (Off Air) Paid Movie: 
Operation 
Dames 

Paid Angel BET Morning 
Inspiration

JoJo Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Harvey Hansen Paid Paid Higgly

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Rocio SavedBell Sala Maya Paid Paid Angel Wiggles SportsCenter 
Life To SavedBell Israel Arthur Life To Movie: Vol-

unteers, Rita 
Wilson

Paid Bunny

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Amantes-
Desier

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Charmed Einsteins SportsCenter 
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  :AM
 8 :30
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Fresh Pr. Super Made Movie: The 
World Is Not 
Enough, 
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Charmed Parkers Handy SportsCenter 
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Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
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Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly
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Take 
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The View The View Mujer... 
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Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right
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ER 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Montana SportsCenter 
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Planet of the 
Apes, Kim 
Hunter 

Wizards
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All My Chil-
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Media Rubí Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
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Gavilanes

The People’s 
Court
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Stories

Pros vs. Joes Las Vegas Movie: The 
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Year
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Beneath the 
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Flaca

Judge Mathis Feud Caso Cer-
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Catch 

Movie: Spe-
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Molina 

Star Trek: 
Voyager

Charmed Harvey Montana Lines NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. Feud King WordGirl Harvey Montana Football Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Tyra Banks 
Show
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Al Rojo Vivo News Seinfeld Gospel Reading It Takes a 
Thief 

Star Trek: 
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Inside Seinfeld Retro Fetch Games Burning Interrupt
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Sangre

You Can 
Dance

Criminal 
Minds 

Victoria The Baby 
Borrowers

Light of the 
Southwest
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MythBusters 
Shark Week 
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Melissa De 
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Montana Boxing: 
Wednesday 
Night Fights.

Payne Suite Life
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Israel (Off Air) MythBusters 
Shark Week 
Special 2

Cold Case Comicview Replace SportsCenter 
News Light Lopez Insider Programa 

Pagado
News Sanchez Movie: 

Big, Robert 
Loggia

Kim

  :AM
 1 :30
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Mujer, Félix 
González

Dragon

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Tyra Banks 
Show

(:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

The People’s 
Court

I Know What 
You Did Last 
Summer 

Paid 7 Days Without a 
Trace

Diff Wrld Proud MLB 
Baseball: 
Teams to Be 
Announced.

Paid Teleworld (:45) Movie: 
Teen Wolf, 
Scott Paulin 

Diff Wrld Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: 
Instinct, 
Christine 
Bottomley

Last Call Sprna Teleworld Paid Without a 
Trace

BET Inspira-
tion

Maggie SportsCenter 
Plateados Early Tdy Victory Paid Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Business Harvey Faye H. Paid Paid Law & Order Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Harvey Light Paid Indecent Paid Lilo Stitch ESPNews
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attack failed.
In 1908, the first round-the-world 

automobile race, which had begun 
in New York in February, ended in 
Paris with the drivers of the 
American car, a Thomas Flyer, 
declared the winners over teams 
from Germany and Italy.

In 1918, poet Joyce Kilmer, a 
sergeant in the 165th U.S. Infantry 
Regiment, was killed during the 
Second Battle of the Marne in 
World War I. (Kilmer is perhaps 
best remembered for his poem 
“Trees.”)

In 1932, the Summer Olympic 
Games opened in Los Angeles.

In 1942, President Roosevelt 
signed a bill creating a women’s 
auxiliary agency in the Navy 
known as “Women Accepted for 
Volunteer Emergency Service” ‚Äî 
WAVES for short.

In 1965, President Johnson 
signed into law the Medicare bill, 
which went into effect the follow-
ing year.

In 1975, former Teamsters union 
president Jimmy Hoffa disap-
peared in suburban Detroit — 
although presumed dead, his 
remains have never been found.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 
Richard Johnson is 81. Actor Edd 
“Kookie” Byrnes is 75. Blues musi-
cian Buddy Guy is 72. Movie direc-
tor Peter Bogdanovich is 69. 

Feminist activist Eleanor Smeal is 
69. Former U.S. Rep. Patricia 
Schroeder, D-Colo., is 68. Singer 
Paul Anka is 67. Jazz musician 
David Sanborn is 63. California 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger is 61. 
Actor William Atherton is 61. 
Actor Jean Reno is 60. Blues sing-
er-musician Otis Taylor is 60. 
Actor Frank Stallone is 58. Actor 
Ken Olin is 54. Actress Delta Burke 
is 52. Singer-songwriter Kate Bush 
is 50. Country singer Neal McCoy 
is 50. Actor Richard Burgi is 50. 
Director Richard Linklater is 48. 
Actor Laurence Fishburne is 47. 
Actress Lisa Kudrow is 45. 
Bluegrass musician Danny Roberts 
(The Grascals) is 45. Country musi-
cian Dwayne O’Brien is 44. Actress 
Vivica A. Fox is 44. Actor Terry 
Crews (“Everybody Hates Chris”) 
is 40. Actor Simon Baker is 39.

® 2008 The Associated Press.



By APRIL CASTRO
 Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN  — Educators, 
tax experts and state offi-
cials met Tuesday to dis-
cuss a growing list of fund-
ing demands for public 
schools but acknowledged 
it would be difficult to 
come up with the money to 
deal with rising fuel costs, 
inflation and enrollment 
growth.

The concerns voiced at 
the school finance sum-
mit, hosted by Education 
Commissioner Robert 
Scott, illustrated how the 
school funding overhaul 
adopted by lawmakers two 
years ago under court 
pressure is quickly reach-
ing capacity.

The overhaul was 
designed to shift the school 
tax burden away from 
local property taxpayers, 
replacing a portion with 
revenue from a revised 
business tax and higher 
cigarette taxes among 
other things.

School districts were 
allowed authority to raise 
school property tax rates 
two cents a year per $100 of 
property value for three 
years or ask voters for a 
rate increase up to 13 
cents.

This year’s two-cent tax-
ing authority is far from 
adequate to address sky-
rocketing costs of fuel, 
utilities and inflation, offi-
cials said.

“Just think about the 
inflation over a year on a 
$300 million budget,” said 
Jesus Chavez, superinten-
dent of the Round Rock 
school district, who wants 
to give his teachers a 3 per-
cent raise next year. “Two 
pennies don’t cover infla-
tion, first of all. ... Inflation 
and a salary increase with 
two pennies, doesn’t bal-
ance.”

Among the funding pri-
orities to be made to law-
makers as they prepare to 
write the 2010-11 state bud-
get, school officials also 
say they need more money 
to increase their technolo-
gy allotment, building 
space to accommodate 
growing enrollment and 
an increase in the trans-
portation allotment, which 
hasn’t been updated since 
gasoline was under a dol-
lar per gallon in 1983.

While state leaders have 
bragged about going into 
the next legislative session 

with an almost $11 billion 
surplus, it will actually be 
about $2 billion.

That’s because $5.7 bil-
lion is reserved for the 
state’s Rainy Day Fund 
and can’t be touched with-
out super-majority approv-
al from each chamber of 
the Legislature.

Another $3 billion of the 
estimate is constitutional-
ly dedicated to pay for the 

property tax cuts as part of 
the 2006 school funding 
overhaul. 

That money can’t be 
touched either.

That $2 billion will have 
to be tapped to pay for an 
estimated 160,000 new stu-
dents expected to enroll in 
the public school system 
since the last budget was 
written at an estimated 
cost of about $1.5 billion.
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2001 F250 4x4
Powerstroke 7.3

(Strong, Strong)

$12,950

2003 Nissan 
Xterra 2wd

Fully Loaded
(3 to choose From)

We Finanace
2006 GMC 2500 

HD SLT 4X4
32,000 actual miles

(Full Factory Warranty)

$20,950

2004 F150 XLT 
S/CAB

Fully Loaded
81K MUST SEE

$9,950

2006 Dodge Ram 
2500 SLT

Cummins Diesel, 
61K (Factory Warranty

$19,950

2004 Toyota
Sequoia SR5

New Toyota Trade-In.
Excellent Condition

"3 To Choose
From"

203 Gregg • 714-4787
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
*Drop Off Service Available*

Come Wash With Us
1510 Lancaster                                               432-517-4196
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AP Photo/Donna McWilliams

Jenny, an African elephant, is given treats by senior zoo keeper Gavin Eastep as 
she is cooled with a spray of water at the Dallas Zoo Tuesday. The weather forecast 
is for above-average temperatures for most of the week, with triple digits through 
Wednesday.

News in brief
Scorching temps connect 
to 3 deaths in Dallas

DALLAS (AP) — The Dallas County 
Medical Examiner’s Office says triple-
digit temperatures have led to the death 
of an 84-year-old Mesquite man and con-
tributed to the deaths of two others.

The medical examiner’s office says 
84-year-old Harold Ulrick died on Tuesday 
of hyperthermia caused by extreme heat. 
A neighbor found his body in the drive-
way of his home. The body of his 95-year-
old wife, Alma, was also found on the 
bathroom floor but officials say her death 
was due to heart failure.

Neighbors say the couple had only a 
window air conditioner to cool their 
home.

The medical examiner’s office said heat 
played a role in the deaths of two other 
people on Tuesday — 49-year-old Ronald 
Gibson and 82-year-old Billie Jean 
Emmons.

Feds question $20M Dallas 
Housing Authority spent 
on rent, dead clients

DALLAS (AP) — A draft report of a new 
federal audit questions the Dallas Housing 
Authority’s spending $20 million on sus-
picious rental assistance payments, 
including subsidies for 45 people who are 
dead.

On the heels of the soon-to-be-released 
audit, the head of the housing authority, 
Ann Lott, resigned Tuesday without 
warning after the agency’s board met to 
talk about the report along with possible 
disciplinary action. Lott, the agency’s 
president and chief executive officer, had 
no comment about the resignation which 
is effective immediately, The Dallas 
Morning News reported Wednesday in 
its online edition.

“The long and short of it is, if anything 
is wrong, the buck stops with the head,” 
said Betty Culbreath, the board’s chair-
woman. Lott’s resignation was not the 
result of the board asking her to, said 
Culbreath, who would not talk about the 
federal audit.

“Ms. Lott has done a lot for the author-
ity,” said Culbreath, who has publicly 
clashed with Ms. Lott. “I believe what 
she did was in the best interest of the 
agency.”

Report: Troubled TYC receives 
failing grade in educating inmates

AUSTIN (AP) — A report from the 
troubled-Texas Youth Commission says 
many of its inmates receive “generally 

poor” education in the state juvenile 
prison system.

The 82-page report on TYC, which hous-
es juvenile offenders, is to be released 
Wednesday. It was assembled by TYC’s 
Office of Independent Ombudsman and 
Michael P. Krezmien, an assistant profes-
sor of special education at the University 
of Texas at Austin.

The report’s authors said they “found 
the instructional practices to be general-
ly poor.” For example, students with lim-
ited reading ability were told to read 
independently, while a sizable number of 
teachers said they did not feel safe and 
some used a lot of classroom time trying 
to get students under control.

“What concerned me most is how dis-
ruptive the punitive nature of TYC is to 
education, the very thing that is crucial 
to rehabilitating these youth,” 
Ombudsman Will Harrell said in the 
Wednesday online edition of The Dallas 
Morning News.

The agency has been under fire since 
early 2007, when allegations surfaced that 
administrators at the West Texas State 
School in Pyote sexually abused inmates. 
Next came reports exposing lax medical 
care, youth beatings and a culture of 
retaliation against whistleblowers.

Government investigating whether 
employees bought fake diplomas 
from Spokane diploma mill

WASHINGTON (AP) — Immigration 
officials are looking through a list of 
more than 9,000 names to see how many 
federal employees may have bought a 
phony high school or college degree from 
a Spokane, Washington-based diploma 
mill.

The Spokesman-Review newspaper 
obtained the list and published the names 
on its Web site Monday. The Justice 
Department has refused to release the 
list, which grew out of a lengthy investi-
gation by the U.S. attorney for the Eastern 
district of Washington.

The list included some people who 
apparently work for government, educa-
tional institutions and the military, 
according to their e-mail addresses that 
ended in .gov, .edu or .mil, according to 
the newspaper report.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
one of the federal agencies that investi-
gates document fraud, is going through 
the list of 9,612 names and searching for 
federal employees, agency spokesman 
Brandon Alvarez-Montgomery said.

It is not known how many Homeland 
Security Department employees are on 
this list, he said.

Contact 
the Herald 
at 263-7331

Educators air funding concerns at summit



Ex-Bosnian Serb 
leader extradited to 
UN tribunal in the 
Netherlands

BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) 
— Authorities extradited 
ex-Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic to the 
Netherlands to face geno-
cide charges before the 
U.N. war crimes tribunal 
on Wednesday, hours after 
a violence-tinged protest 
by thousands of his sup-
porters in downtown 
Belgrade.

U.N. spokesman Liam 
McDowall confirmed 
Karadzic was transferred 
to the U.N. detention cen-
ter near The Hague, where 
he will stand trial.

A jet with Serbian gov-
ernment markings landed 
at the Rotterdam airport 
Wednesday morning, AP 
Television News footage 
showed. The plane with 
Serbian government mark-
ings taxied into a hangar, 

out of view of reporters 
and television cameras 
before anyone disem-
barked.

Less than an hour later, 
a helicopter landed behind 
the high wall of the deten-
tion center while another 
helicopter hovered over-
head. Two black minivans 
drove through the prison 
gates moments earlier.

The Serbian government 
said in a statement issued 
early Wednesday that its 
justice ministry had issued 
a decree that allowed his 
handover to the U.N. court, 
despite a violence-tinged 
protest hours before by 
thousands of his support-
ers.

Indictment of Alaska 
Sen. Stevens adds to 
bleak GOP prospects 
in November

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The indictment of Alaska 
Republican Sen. Ted 

Stevens on charges that he 
lied about accepting gifts 
from an oil contractor only 
adds to his party’s already 
bleak electoral prospects 
in November, and not sim-
ply because it could cost 
the GOP a Senate seat that 
should be safe.

While Stevens has vowed 
to fight charges and, 
through a spokesman, to 
move “full steam ahead” 
with his re-election bid, 
he’s received little support 
from Alaska’s Republican 
governor and no comment 
yet from his own GOP 
leader in the Capitol.

His indictment, though, 
could knock Republicans 
off message just as party 
leaders hoped to gain trac-
tion on one of the few 
issues in which voters sol-
idly side with them: pro-
ducing more domestic oil.

Stevens is the single 
most prominent advocate 
of oil drilling in protected 
areas, and charges that he 
took more than a quarter-
million dollars worth of 
unreported gifts from oil 
services contractor Veco 
Corp. and its executives 
will play right into 
Democratic efforts to paint 
Republicans as a party 
captive to Big Oil.

Stevens, 84, the first sit-
ting U.S. senator to face 
federal indictment since 
1993, declared Tuesday, “I 
am innocent of these 
charges and intend to 
prove that.”

Quake leaves Calif. 
rattled; officials call it 
drill for the ‘Big One’

CHINO HILLS, Calif. 
(AP) — Despite shaking a 
large swath of Southern 
California, a magnitude-5.4 
earthquake was not the 
“Big One” that scientists 

have long feared. Still, it 
rattled nerves, causing 
people to vow to step up 
their emergency prepara-
tions.

The quake, which rocked 
the region from Los 
Angeles to San Diego on 
Tuesday, caused only lim-
ited damage and minor 
injuries, and served as a 
reminder of the seismic 
danger below sprawling 
freeways and subdivi-
sions.

The temblor’s epicenter 
was located just outside 
Chino Hills, 29 miles 
southeast of downtown 
Los Angeles in San 
Bernardino County, and it 
was felt as far east as Las 
Vegas. Dozens of after-
shocks followed, the larg-
est a magnitude-3.8.

“We were really fortu-
nate this time,” said Capt. 
Jeremy Ault of the Chino 
Valley Independent Fire 
District. “It’s a good oppor-
tunity to remember that 
we live in earthquake 
country. This is part of liv-
ing in Southern California 
and we need to make sure 
we’re prepared.”

Chino Hills was incorpo-
rated in 1991, so much of 
the construction is newer 
and built to modern safety 
standards, city spokes-
woman Denise Cattern 
said. There were no reports 
of harm in the city of 
80,000, she said, although 
cell phone service in the 
area was briefly disrupt-
ed.

Democratic-led panels 
pushing to air 
alleged misdeeds

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Across Capitol Hill, 
Democratic-led commit-
tees are considering pun-
ishments for past and pres-
ent Bush administration 
officials for a range of 
alleged misdeeds, from 
discriminating against lib-
erals at the Justice 
Department to blowing off 
subpoenas and lying to 
Congress.

The proceedings on 
Wednesday are the latest 
congressional review of 
the White House, a consti-
tutionally mandated power 
that majority Democrats 
relish. But three months 
out from Election Day, a 
lame-duck Congress con-
ducting oversight of a 
lame-duck White House 
produces mostly talk. 
There’s little time and less 
willingness to spend the 
remaining five weeks of 
the congressional session 
doing more than holding 
televised hearings to try to 
convince voters that 
President Bush has abused 
the powers of his office.

The allegations certainly 
are serious.

The Senate Judiciary 
Committee on Wednesday 
was to hear from Justice 
Department Inspector 
General Glenn A. Fine, 
who reported this week 
that former department 
officials broke the law by 
letting Bush administra-
tion politics dictate the 
hiring of prosecutors, 
immigration judges and 
other career government 
lawyers. The probe springs 
from Justice’s firings of 
nine federal prosecutors 
that sparked congressio-
nal investigations last 
year and led to the resig-
nation of Attorney General 
Alberto Gonzales.

House and Senate 
Democrats said the find-
ings affirmed their conten-
tion that career Justice 
employees were hired and 
fired based on whether 
they were deemed suffi-
ciently conservative, a 
violation of law. House 
Judiciary Committee 
Chairman John Conyers 
said he was considering 
bringing criminal charges 
against some of the former 
officials named in Fine’s 
report who may have lied 
to his committee. Lying to 
Congress is a crime, but 
there’s little agreement 
among Democrats on 
whether a perjury referral 
against some of the offi-
cials is warranted.

Questions remain 
in death of 
pregnant soldier

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — 
Even with a suspect in 
custody, there are still 
plenty of questions sur-
rounding the death of a 
pregnant soldier found in 
a motel bathtub in 
Fayetteville more than a 
month ago.

Police have charged Fort 
Bragg soldier Edgar Patino 
in the death of Army Spc. 
Megan L. Touma, but 
investigators haven’t 
released a cause of death 
or motive.

Touma was last seen 
alive not long after she 
arrived on June 12 at Fort 
Bragg, home to the Army’s 
82nd Airborne Division 
and its Special Operations 
Command. She was 
divorced, though authori-
ties have said nothing 
about the father of her 
child.

She was temporarily 
assigned to Fort Bragg’s 
19th Replacement 
Company, and would have 
eventually been assigned 
to work at a base dental 
clinic.

Police scheduled an 11 
a.m. news conference 
Wednesday, the same day 
Patino is scheduled to 
appear in court.

Patino was arrested 

without incident at his 
home Tuesday, said Lt. 
Lars Paul, a police watch 
commander. He was being 
held in the Cumberland 
County jail without bond.

Bush administration 
pushing ahead with 
peace process

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice invited 
top Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators to Washington 
this week to preserve mod-
est momentum in Mideast 
peace talks begun under 
U.S. sponsorship last 
year.

The Bush administra-
tion is trying to secure a 
few concessions from 
Israel and the Palestinians 
by the end of this year, 
leaving the details of any 
real peace deal to the next 
president.

The talks have yielded 
no measurable gains in 
public. Rice has taken to 
mediating three-way ses-
sions and was expected to 
press Wednesday for a 
more formal accounting of 
the progress she has said 
the two sides are making 
behind closed doors.

“Our goal as the United 
States is to work as hard 
as we can to encourage the 
parties to resolve the dif-
ferences between them,” 
Rice said Tuesday. “They 
are working very, very 
hard. They are also work-
ing very seriously.”

Rice met Tuesday with 
the senior Palestinian 
negotiator. She planned a 
one-on-one session 
Wednesday with the top 
Israeli negotiator, followed 
by a joint session sched-
uled to last more than two 
hours.

UN says North Korea 
is facing its worst 
food crisis since 
1990s, millions at risk

BEIJING (AP) — 
Flooding and poor har-
vests have caused North 
Korea’s worst food crisis 
since the late 1990s and 
have put millions at risk, 
the United Nations’ food 
agency said Wednesday.

The food shortage threat-
ens widespread malnutri-
tion, the World Food 
Program said.

“Millions of vulnerable 
North Koreans are at risk 
of slipping toward precari-
ous hunger levels,” Jean-
Pierre de Margerie, a WFP 
director for North Korea, 
told a news conference.

The WFP had been given 
permission to launch a 
new operation to target 
those most vulnerable in 
eight of the country’s 10 
provinces, or 6.4 million 
people.

An international appeal 
for aid would be launched 
in the next two weeks. 
Food aid is needed to tide 
people over for the next 
three to four months until 
the next harvest, he said.

While 400,000 metric tons 
of U.S. food aid have 
already shipped, there is 
an urgent need for $20 mil-
lion to get through the next 
autumn harvest.
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2008 Ford Supercrew XLT

YOUR PRICE AS LOW AS

$21,489.47
TOTAL SAVINGS OF:

$11,600.55

STK# 1837

EMPLOYEE PRICE
STARTING AS LOW AS   $29,089.45

MSRP   $33,090.00
UP
TO

FACTORY
REBATES$7,600

BOB BROCK FORD
500 W. 4TH                                                                                           267-7424

Price excluding title, license & dealer fees. Customer cash applies to purchase. Lease cash may vary. Take new retail delivery from Dealer stock by 7-31-08. Additional incentives 
may apply, see Dealer for complete details. Ford Credit Financing required, not all Buyer’s will qualify for Ford Credit Finance.

12268

12399

KIM L. BANGO, MD
2nd Anniversary

Board Certified in Family Medicine

432-263-0500
1608 W. FM 700, Suite D

Big Spring, Texas
"Thank You Howard County"

Now accepting New Patients

NEED MONEY
Get A Quick, Easy & Confidential

PAYDAY LOAN
Quick Cash

$ $
432-263-4400                                          612 S. Gregg

11736

Paul’s Custom PC
Locally Owned And Operated

Service • Sales • Support
Guaranteed Lowest Price

Virus, Spyware
And Adware Removal

2515 Ent Dr.                                                                        466-0800
9040

News in brief


