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Sharon White sorts through school supplies at the local Salvation Army office on West Fifth Street this
morning. The Salvation Army is collecting the supplies for distribution to area school children in August.

City turns Oncor request

Dolly
edge

front
hits

Gulf Coast

By ELIZABETH WHITE
Associated Press Writer

BROWNSVILLE — Hur-
ricane Dolly’s leading edge
blew down signs, damaged
an apartment complex and
knocked out electricity to
thousands as it hit the Gulf
Coast on either side of the
Texas-Mexico border early
Wednesday.

102-year-old Maria Miguel
Selso as she fled her wood-
en shack in the fishing
community of Higuerilla
late Tuesday. Selso left
with seven family mem-
bers, including her great-
grandchildren, to spend
the night at a convention
center-turned-shelter in
Matamoros.

Dolly gained
strength as the
center of the
Category 1 hur-
ricane neared
landfall, expect-
ed around mid-
day. Forecast-
ers warned of up
to 15 inches of
rain that could
produce flood-
ing and breach
levees in the
heavily populat-
ed Rio Grande
Valley.

Dolly had sus-
tained  winds
of 95 mph, just
short of becom-
ing a Category
2 hurricane.

over to steering committee

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

A proposed rate increase from
Oncor Electric Delivery will sim-
ply have to wait, as the Big Spring
City Council approved a resolution
Tuesday night that will suspend the
$275 million hike pending further
review.

The council — Mayor Russ McE-
wen and council members Stepha-
nie Horton and Manuel Ramirez Jr.
were absent — approved the reso-
lution by a unanimous vote, with
the matter expected to be handled
by a steering committee comprised
of other cities facing the same in-
crease.

“The rate increase would ef-
fect all cities that retained origi-

nal jurisdiction over
rate increases,” said
City Finance Director
| Peggy Walker. “Those
| increases would have
gone into effect Aug. 8,
so this council had until
that date to either deny
or suspend the increase.
If the council had taken
no action, it would have gone into
effect automatically.

“The city has chosen to suspend
the increase. We're not at the point
of denying because we haven’t
checked to see if it’s truly a valid
rate increase. We knew Oncor
would be looking at a full rate re-
view study and we expected that,
but we want to have time to actually

Walker

review it and see if it’s infrastruc-
ture they are raising rates for, if
it’s operating costs or some combi-
nation of the two. That way we can
determine if those rate increases
are valid based on their (Oncor’s)
expenses.”

Understanding the impact the rate
increase would have on the citizens
of Big Spring is no easy matter, ac-
cording to Walker, especially when
the documentation Oncor has pro-
vided doesn’t seem to match up.

“The rate increase would effect
every citizen in the city that uses
Oncor. They (Oncor) sent an in-
formation packet to the city of Big
Spring to try to get us onboard,”

At 9 am. EDT
Wednesday, the
storm’s center
was about 40
miles east of
Brownsville,
moving north-

west at about 8 mph.
warning
was in effect for the coast
of Texas from Brownsville
to Corpus Christi and in
Mexico from Rio San Fer-
nando northward.

In Mexico, fields were fill-
ing with water, palm trees
were bent over in the wind
and beaches were closed to

A hurricane

the public.

“I don’t know if my poor
withstand

house will

over
landfall in South Padre Island.

AP photo/David J. Phillip
The sign outside Bahia Mar Resort
sits on the ground after being blown

as Hurricane Dolly makes

On Texas’ South Pa-
dre Island, an apartment
complex roof partially
collapsed early Wednes-
day, though the extent of
the damage wasn’t imme-
diately clear. Residents
said they didn’t believe
anybody was injured, but
there was no immediate

information available
from officials.
The causeway linking

See CITY, Page 3A

the rain and wind,” said

See DOLLY, Page 3A
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Forsan ISD feels crunch of rising costs

By STEVE REAGAN

Staff Writer

FORSAN — Belt-tightening
is in vogue for many school
districts this year, and Forsan
ISD is no exception.

Rising costs, led by spiral-
ing gasoline expenses, com-
bined with stagnant revenue
streams means Forsan offi-
cials will present a leaner bud-
get for trustees’ approval later

this summer.
Superintendent
Randy Johnson
said a cap on state
aid — state offi-
cials will pay lo-
cal districts the
same amount per
Johnson  gtudent as they
have the past two
years — will not offset the in-
crease in prices, leaving many
schools in the financial lurch.

“The current financial sys-
tem ... is really going to clamp
down on school systems in
the next few years,” Johnson
said. “Someone said that a lot
of schools will go bankrupt in
the next five years if changes
aren’t made. We’re not going
belly-up by any means, but
we do share concerns a lot of
other districts have.”

Compounding Forsan’s fi-
nancial headache is that the

district is starting its first fis-
cal year as a “property-rich”
district under the state’s Rob-
in Hood school finance sys-
tem, meaning that the district
will have to send a portion
of its revenue to the state for
distribution to poorer school
systems.

Johnson said the prelimi-
nary FISD budget features

See FISD, Page 3A
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AP Photo/Louie Traub
LeBron James, of the Cleveland Cavaliers, lies down on a training bench following a USA Basketball team
practice Tuesday at Valley High School in Las Vegas. James sprained his ankle in the practice, making him
the latest victim in a series of injuries that have beleaguered the team.

Injury bug

Lebron latest Team USA
member suffering injury

By BRIAN MAHONEY

AP Basketball Writer

LAS VEGAS — LeBron James
limped from the trainer’s table
to a nearby folding chair, care-
ful not to put any pressure on
his sprained right ankle.

A few feet away, Dwyane Wade
conducted interviews with ice
packs on both knees, with Kobe
Bryant striking the same pose to
hisright. To Wade’sleft, Carmelo
Anthony was getting his shoul-

der wrapped by a trainer.

This didn’t look like a team
ready to conquer the basketball
world.

However, Wade said playing
in pain is nothing new for him-
self or his teammates.

“I don’t think for a lot of play-
ers,” he said after practice
Tuesday. “Look at Kobe over
there, he’s got two bags of ice

See INJURY, Page 2B

Buehrle baffles
Rangers again

White Sox cream Rangers, 10-2,
behind pitcher's inspiring start

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — With a lot on his
mind and not much rest, Mark
Buehrle managed to be his vin-
tage self.

The White Sox ace pitched 7
1-3 innings and Alexei Ramirez
hit the first grand slam of his
career to help Chicago beat the
Texas Rangers 10-2 Tuesday
night.

Nick Swisher hit a three-run
homer, Jermaine Dye had three
hits and Jim Thome reached
base four times as the White Sox
snapped a three-game losing
streak.

Pitching on three days rest so
he could attend his grandfa-
ther’s funeral in Missouri,
Buehrle (8-8) gave up a leadoff
triple to Hank Blalock in the
second inning and then retired

15 of the next 16 batters.

“l said in pregame he was
going to do something special
today,” Swisher said. “Dealing
with a loss like that, definitely
puts a damper on yourself and
your family and he went out
there and pitched a great game.
We wanted to be behind him a
hundred and fifty percent and
we got him some runs early and
he was the traditional Mark
Buehrle.”

Buehrle’s last start against the
Rangers was his no-hitter on
April 18, 2007. His only blemish
on Tuesday night came in the
eighth when he gave up a solo
shot to Chris Davis.

“Pitching stops hitting,”
Rangers manager Ron

See RANGERS, Page 2B

AP Photo/M. Spencer Green
Texas Rangers catcher Jarrod Saltalamacchia talks with pitcher Luis
Mendoza after Mendoza gave up an RBI double to the Chicago White
Sox outfielder Jermaine Dye during the first inning of an AL baseball
game Tuesday in Chicago.

Size doesn't
matter for
Big 12 QBs

The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. —
Nebraska’s Joe Ganz wasn’t
highly recruited out of high
school, told he was too small to
play quarterback on the college
level.

Any other conference, maybe
that holds true.

Not in the Big 12.

As Missouri’s Chase Daniel
and Kansas’ Todd Reesing
showed last season, bigger isn’t

always better, particularly in
the Big 12, the conference that
gives hope to little guys all
across the country.

“What Chase and Todd have
done, they’ve kind of opened the
door for smaller guys to hope-
fully get recruited more,” Ganz
said. “Hopefully, we can open
the door for a lot more coaches
to realize you don’t have to be
the typical 6-4, 230 to have suc-
cess in college. I know that’s

what the pro guys look for, but
you don’t need that big size, that
big stature to be successful in
college.”

Nowhere is that more appar-
ent than the Big 12, land of the
little quarterback.

Ganz is 6-foot-1, 210 pounds.
Daniel is a stout 6-0, 225.
Colorado’s Cody Hawkins is not
bigger than some high school

See BIG 12, Page 2B

Astros

acquire
Padres
pitcher

By CHRIS DUNCAN
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON — The Houston
Astros, believing their season
can still be saved, acquired
pitcher Randy Wolf from San
Diego on Tuesday in exchange
for minor leaguer Chad
Reineke.

Wolf, an NL All-Star in 2003, is
6-10 with a 4.74 ERA in 21 starts
for the Padres this season. The
31-year-old is in his 10th season
and will play for his fourth
team. He previously played for
Philadelphia (1999-2006) and the
Los Angeles Dodgers (2007)
before joining the Padres this
season.

The left-handed Wolf will start
for the Astros in Milwaukee on
Sunday, general manager Ed
Wade said.

Wolf, in Cincinnati where the
Padres were playing the Reds,
was caught off-guard by the
trade.

“When it ultimately happens,
you’re shocked a little bit,” Wolf
said. “Ididn’t really think about
it. I think any team would have
been, in some way, a surprise.”

See TRADE, Page 2B

Sports in brief

Correction from Tuesday's story

about new coaches in Big Spring

In Tuesday's edition of the Herald, it was reported that
former Lady Steers Head Volleyball Coach Amanda
Whitaker had been reassigned to the junior high.

To clarify, it was a personal choice of hers to be reas-
signed to the junior high in agreement with former
Athletic Director Mike Ritchey. Whitaker and Ritchey
each felt she could benefit the volleyball program more
by working with younger girls on their volleyball skills,
preparing them for the level of play found in high
school.

Steer football season
ticket sales to begin

Big Spring High School 2008 football season tickets go
on sale July 28 at the Athletic Training Center.

Only people who have previously owned season tick-
ets are able to buy from Monday through Aug. 7.

Sales for the general public begin Aug. 11 and end
Aug. 22.

Tickets can be bought Monday through Thursday
between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. at the ATC.

Call Kay Cook at 264-3662 with any questions.

City of Big Spring Tennis
Camp starts July 28

Big Spring tennis pro Ted Olesen and Big Spring
Junior High coach Jason Fisher are hosting a second
City of Big Spring Tennis Camp Monday through
Thursday, July 31, at Comanche Trail Park's Figure 7

Tennis Center.

Cost is $100 and includes a lunch each day.

The camp is for all ages and ability levels and is held
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. each day.

Participants do not have to take the full week of
camp.

For more information, visit www.bigspringtennis.
com.

Big Spring Boxing Club taking
sign-ups, donations and volunteers

The Big Spring Boxing Club has opened its doors and
continues to take sign-ups for any male or female from
ages 9-26.

Those interested can register for the club's training
services from 10 a.m. to4 p.m. Monday through Saturday
at Morgan Park, which is on Father Delaney St. on the
north side of town. There is no cost for the training.

Also needed is anyone willing to volunteer time as a
trainer, conditioner or as a sparring partner.

Some equipment dontations are also needed. Anyone
with questions or wanting to volunteer or donate can
call Lee at 816-7995 or Willie at 935-0273.

UlL-required physicals
due for some athletes

UIL requires all incoming seventh, ninth and 11th
grade athletes to have a physical before they are allowed
to participate in any sport.

This includes practices and games. All local athletic
departments are encouraging athletes and their parents
headed into the grades listed above to make an appoint-

ment with their doctor and get this physical before the
start of the school year.

Football and volleyball players would want to get this
taken care of before the start of two-a-days.

Contact your school's athletic department with any
questions.

Rose Magers-Powell

volleyball camp scheduled

Big Spring native and former Olympian Rose Magers-
Powell will hold a volleyball camp from Monday through
July 30 at Big Spring Junior High.

The camp will be held from 9 a.m. until noon all three
days.

Cost is $125 per camper.

For more information, visit www.gotrosevolleyball-
camps.com.

Crossroads Youth Football

Association sign-ups start Aug. 2

Crossroads Youth Football Association begins sign-
ups for both football and cheerleading for the 2008 sea-
son Saturday, Aug. 2, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Big
Spring Mall.

Subsequent sign-up dates will be held Aug. 9, 16 and 23
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the mall. Late sign-ups for foot-
ball only is Aug. 30 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. There are no
late sign-ups for cheerleading.

For more information, visit www.freewebs.com/cyfa.
For questions regarding football, call John Sotelo at
816-3060, and for cheerleading, contact Trish Hobdy at
393-5647.
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* Obituaries

Helen Schlindwein B011n§

Helen Schlindwein Boling, 101, went
home to be with the Lord July 21, 2008.

She was born April 28, 1907 in
Kewanee, Ill., the youngest of nine chil-
dren. She married Clarence Boling July
8, 1930, and he preceded her in death
July 28, 1999. Mrs. Boling operated a
beauty shop for many years in Kewanee
and later worked in the offices of the
Kewanee Boiler Company, Hyster
Trailer Company and Boss
Manufacturing. After they retired, they
moved to Mesa, Ariz. She moved to Big Spring Oct. 1,
1999, after the death of her husband of 69 years.

A memorial celebration of her life will be held at 10
a.m., Thursday, July 24, 2008, at Myers & Smith Chapel
in Big Spring. Her ashes will be interred beside her hus-
band in Kewanee, Ill., at a later date.

She is survived by a daughter, Marianne DePauw of
Gilbert, Ariz.; and three grandsons and their wives, Jim
and Tammy Newsom DePauw of Big Spring, David and
Nicole DePauw of Chandler, Ariz., Steve DePauw and
Rebecca Litz of St. Charles, I11. Her five great-grandchil-
dren include Darby DePauw of Big Spring, Ciera Grace
DePauw of Durango, Colo., Bryan and Dylan DePauw of
Chandler, Ariz. and Kyle Stambaugh of Avondale, Ariz.
She is also survived by a special nephew, Jim
Schlindwein of Sanibel, Fla.; a special niece, Marjorie
Mason of California; a life-long friend who is also 101,
Geneva Williams of Arizona; and special friends Jim
and Georgie Newsom of Big Spring.

If she ever met you, you were considered her friend.
She had a catch phrase while she lived in Big Spring,
“Everybody is so good to me!” She leaves behind scores
of friends in Illinois, Arizona and Texas.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memorials to
Trinity Baptist Church Building Fund, 810 E. 11th
Place, Big Spring 79720.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

Paid obituary

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block of W. Third
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRANSFER was reported in the 1700 block of Main.
One person was transported to SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 2000 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

* TRAUMA was reported in the 1400 block of Sycamore.
One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of Ent
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRAUMA was reported in the 1000 block of Second
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of Lincoln
Avenue. One person was transported to SMMC.

e GRASS FIRE was reported in the 2500 block of

Take

* The Howard County Court under Judge Mark J. Barr
has cancelled the jury panel called for Friday.

* The Big Spring Independent School District Board of
Trustees would like to invite the public to a reception
honoring Steven Saldivar, assistant superintendent,
from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. July 31 in the Big Spring High
School Library.

« BSHS Class of 1978 30-year reunion is Sept. 12-13.
Contact Kent Rice at 870-918-5875 or kent rice@mur-
phyoilcorp.com

* A medical expense account has been established at
Cosden Federal Credit Union for Kody Jackson, who
was recently disgnosed with lymphoma in his right
knee. He has no medical insurance and must start che-
motherapy and radiation treatment as soon as possible.
Kody is the son of Susan and Johnny Jackson. For more
information, contact Cosden FCU at 264-2600.

e The Texas Department of State Health Services is
conducting a community health survey. The informa-
tion will be used to study barriers to health care and
other public health issues. Your personal information
will not be used, other than the comments portion of the
survey. You will not be asked for your name. The sur-
vey is available online and takes about 15 minutes to
complete. For the English survey, go to www.question-

ANNOUNCING THE CLOSING OF THE LAW
OFFICES OF GWENDOLYN K. DUNSON, P.C.

EFFECTIVE AUGUST 15, 2008

Any client wishing to pick up his or her file prior to August 15, 2008, may do so by
calling (432) 263-2100 to make arrangements to pick up the file

Gwendolyn K. Dunson, PC
Attorney at Law

4321 263-2100 - Post Office Box 670
610 Main Street - Suite B - Big Spring, Texas, 79720
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For Beautiful Green
Grass, Get A Bag
Today

12588

Howard County Feed & Supply

701. E. 2nd 267-6411
12494

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the follow-
ing activity between 7 a.m. Tuesday and 7 a.m. today:

e FRANK LEE JACKSON, 49, of 202 E. 94th Street, was
arrested Tuesday on a charge of criminal trespass of a
habitation.

« LINDA SMITH, 56, of 1210 Main Street, was arrested
Tuesday on a charge of public intoxication.

« TRINA NICOLE NEWTON, 23, of Lafayette, La., was
arrested Tuesday on a charges of possession of mari-
juana - two ounces or less, and unlawfully carrying a
weapon.

« MARVIN JOHN MALVEAUXII, 23, of Lafayette, La.,
was arrested Tuesday on a charges of possession of
marijuana — two ounces or less, and unlawfully carry-
ing a weapon.

« SMYTHIA MAE HILARIO, 41, of 1401 N. Highway 87,
was arrested Tuesday on a charge of possession of mari-
juana - two ounces or less.

« ELIJAH ALDRIDGE, 44, of 309 W. Fifth Street, was
arrested Tuesday on a charge of possession of marijua-
na - two ounces or less.

 ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported Tuesday in
the 1900 block of Highway 87.

» ASSAULT CAUSING BODILY HARM was reported
Tuesday in the 1400 block of Sycamore.

e BURGLARY OF COIN OPERATING/COLLECTING
MARCHINE was reported Tuesday in the 3200 block of
Rickabaugh.

e CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported Tuesday in the
1800 block of FM 700.

 CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported Tuesday in the
500 block of Seventh Street.

 CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported Tuesday in the
300 block of Second Street.

e CRIMINAL MISCHIEF OF A PUBLIC/PRIVATE
SCHOOL was reported Tuesday in the 600 block of Sixth
Street.

 CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported Tuesday in the
1400 block of E. Sixth Street.

e CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported Tuesday in the
1300 block of E. Sixth Street.

 CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported Tuesday in the
2600 block of Dow.

 CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported Tuesday in the
400 block of Fourth Street.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail report-
ed having 62 inmates at the time of this report.

« RICHARD NORMAN RAMIREZ, 42, was arrested
Tuesday by the HCSO on a charge of possession of mari-
juana - two ounces or less.

« MICHAEL LEE MUNOZ, 25, was transferred to the
county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on charges of failure to
identify — fugitive gives false information, and parole
violation.

* GREGORIO ALVAREZ, 34, was arrested Tuesday by
the HCSO on a charge of failure to appear.

« CHRISTOPHER TEICHMA BEASLEY, 35, was arrest-
ed Tuesday by the HCSO on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

Note

pro.com/akira/TakeSurvey?id=929625. For the survey
in Spanish, go to www.questionpro.com/akira/
TakeSurvey?id=929626.

* Ex-Students Homecoming at Forsan High School will
be held Aug. 2. For more information, contact Jimmy
Anderson at Professional Pharmacy at 267-2546 or at his
residence, 267-6143.

* Mobile Meals needs volunteers to deliver meals
Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. The
organization delivers approximately 70 meals each day
and needs drivers to donate just one hour per week.
Mobile Meals also needs back-up volunteers to fill in
when regular drivers can’t make it. For more informa-
tion, contact Macaria Cantu at 263-4016.

* Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American Cancer
Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer patients to
treatment in Midland. This requires just a few hours
commitment each month. To volunteer, or to request a
ride for treatment, call Nancy Koger at 267-7809.

» The purpose of life is a life of purpose. Join Nurses’
Hospice of Big Spring volunteer program and become
an “Angel” or “Teen Angel” in someone’s life today.
Come by 1008 E. Third St. or call (432) 517-4073 to regis-
ter.

e Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming a
Compass Hospice volunteer. Help those at the end of
life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s life. Call
263-5999 to begin your journey.
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Bulletin Board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

e Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY

e Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.

e Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard College
Cactus Room.

* League of United Latin American Citizens LULAC
Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce. The public is invited.

FRIDAY

« Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 a.m.
until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267-7281
for more information.

« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

e Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon at
the Howard College Cactus Room.

* Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 7:30
p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
» Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Tuesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 5-13-24-26-36.
Number matching five of five: 1.

Prize per winner: $28,412.

Winning tickets sold in: San Antonio.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Tuesday
night by the Texas Lottery: 0-0-4-9. Sum It Up: 13.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Tuesday
night by the Texas Lottery: 2-3-8. Sum It Up: 13.

Support Groups

WEDNESDAY

¢ RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic pain
disease), a new support and informative group meets at
213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for more informa-
tion.

THURSDAY

e Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;
women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY

¢ AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.
at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m. until
9p.m.

SATURDAY

* Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting, 615
Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers meeting
615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday night, no
smoking meeting the last Saturday of each month at 8
p.m.

SUNDAY
¢ Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon at
615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

MONDAY

e Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and wid-
owers meets the first and third Monday of the month.
For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-5239.
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Washington said. “I keep saying
that. Nobody’s listening.
Pitching stops hitting. How can
you keep scoring seven runs a
night. Nobody does that in the
game of baseball.”

Washington took notice of

Buehrle when he stranded
Blalock in the second inning as
the left-handed veteran retired
Brandon Boggs, Davis and
Jarrod Saltamacchia.

“You got three young kids and
he took them to school. Cut that
fastball in on their hands and
wouldn’t allow them to extend,”
said Washington.

Buehrle left to a loud standing
ovation after allowing one run

on six hits and no walks.

“Obviously, I had a feeling
why the crowd was going crazy.
But not as much as I thought
they would. The next couple of
days will be a little bit more
emotional,” said Buehrle.

Buehrle is 6-2 with a 1.76 ERA
in his last nine starts.

“This is one of the better
stretches I have been on in my
career for this amount of time. I

had some good games, some good
stretches, but for this many
games in a row I have thrown
the ball pretty well,” Buehrle
said.

Luis Mendoza (2-4) gave up an
RBI double to Dye in the first
inning and got roughed up in the
fourth, allowing Swisher’s three-
run homer and A.J. Pierzynski’s
RBI single to put Chicago up
5-0.

Mendoza was pulled after giv- {1}
ing up consecutive singles to
Dye and Thome in the fifth. He
allowed six runs on nine hits in
four-plus innings.

After getting the first two outs
in the seventh inning, Justin
Nippert walked Thome and
Swisher around a single by
Konerko before Ramirez’s slam.

BIG 12

Continued from Page 1B

freshmen at 5-11, 190 pounds,
Reesing only a little bigger at
5-11, 200. Texas Tech’s Graham
Harrell is listed at a generous
6-3, 200 pounds.

There are a few more in the
prototypical mold — Kansas
State’s Josh Freeman is 6-5, 250
pounds, Oklahoma’s Sam
Bradford 6-5, 213 — but nearly
half the returning quarterbacks
in the Big 12 are considered
undersized by today’s stan-
dards.

The thing about these little
guys, though, is they know how
to make the most of their abili-
ties and how to lead a team.

Take Daniel. The senior was
Missouri’s first Heisman Trophy

finalist and was seventh in the
nation in total offense with 325.64
yards per game. He completed 68
percent of his passes — not bad
for someone who supposedly
couldn’t see over his linemen —
for 4,306 yards and 33 touch-
downs, leading the Tigers to one
of the best seasons in school his-
tory.

Reesing was nearly as good,
guiding the Jayhawks to 479.8
yards per game, second-best in
the country, while setting
numerous school records,
including most yards (3,486),
touchdowns (33) and comple-
tions (276) in a season. The junior
also completed 61 percent of his
passes, leading Kansas to its
first BCS Bowl win — over
Virginia Tech in the Orange
Bowl — and the first 12-win sea-
son in school history.

There was a time when the

undersized quarterback was an
anomaly — Fran Tarkenton and
Doug Flutie being two of the few
successful examples — but that’s
not the case anymore, at least in
the Big 12.

“They say a guy has to be 6-4 so
he can drop back 10 yards and
throw over a guy that’s 6-7, that’s
a bunch of falsehoods,” Texas
Tech coach Mike Leach said.
“It’s more about passing lanes
anyway. It’s better to be short
and be on target than tall.”

The prevalence of the spread
offense in the Big 12 has made a
difference.

The conference used to be
about power, teams running the
option or over opponents with
massive linemen. If a quarter-
back wasn’t relatively tall, he’d
have a hard time seeing over
defenders to pick out receivers.

The spread has opened things

up — not just for the teams, but
for their smaller quarterbacks.

By lining up in the shotgun
and fanning players out at the
line of scrimmage, the quarter-
backs have more avenues to
throw, more places to see
through the wall of linemen.
Throw in the rollouts and swing
passes that are a part of the
spread, and it’s easy to see why
smaller quarterbacks have
thrived in this system.

“It’s fun to play in the shotgun
when you’re not 6-5,” Daniel
said. “You’re throwing through
lanes; we almost have hash-to-
hash splits on our offensive line,
so it gives me a lot of different
opportunities to see through and
really make plays with my feet
as well.”

Smaller quarterbacks also
seem to have another, less dis-
cernible trait: will.

Because they’ve always been
told that they’re too small, under-
sized quarterbacks often have
that extralittle something inside
that pushes them to prove every-
one wrong.

Flutie had it. He was 5-10, yet
he never stopped believing in
himself, winning the Heisman
Trophy in 1984 at Boston College
and going on to a long career in
the NFL and Canadian Football
League.

Daniel and Reesing seem to
have it, too, and the rest of the
Big 12’s little QBs could be soon
to follow.

“I think guys saw that I had
the confidence in myself, and
that’s half the battle, believing
in yourself,” Reesing said. “Once
you have that, you’ve got to go
out there and just prove to your
teammates that you're the one to
lead them.”

TRADE
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The Astros entered Tuesday’s
game against Pittsburgh with a
46-53 record, 12 games behind
Chicago in the NL Central. Wade
said the move shows the team
isn’t ready to give up on this sea-
son.

“We still think the club we
have is good enough to play bet-
ter than it’s played,” Wade said.
“We’ve got a million games left
in our own division at this point
in time. Our fate rests in our
hands and I think it’s important
for us to do whatever we can,
from the baseball ops side, to
give our guys as much support
as we possibly can.”

The Astros’ pitching staff came
into Tuesday’s game with a 4.50
ERA, fourth-worst in the NL.
The ace of the rotation, Roy

Oswalt, has a 7-8 record and is
currently on the disabled list
with a strained hip and another
regular starter, Brandon Backe,
is 6-10 with a 4.79 ERA.

Padres general manager Kevin
Towers said the Astros were
intent on acquiring Wolf.

“Houston was pretty aggres-
sive, probably more aggressive
than any other club,” Towers
said.

Wade told Wolf that he still
thinks Houston can turn things
around.

“He still believes in the
Astros,” Wolf said. “I think he
still thinks there’s a shot. With a
little more than two months left
in the season, there’s an oppor-
tunity there he’s trying to take
advantage of. He’s not giving up
hope. I'm up for the challenge.”

Wade was the Phillies’ general
manager from 1998-2005. He tried
to sign Wolf for the Astros in
December, but Wade said Wolf

wanted to play closer to his home
in California.

“I’'ve known Randy since the
day he signed his first profes-
sional contract,” Wade said. “I
can say without hesitation that
he brings every quality that
you’d want in a member of your
team, both on and off the field.”

Wolf had Tommy John surgery
in 2005 and missed the second
half of the 2007 season with pain
in his throwing shoulder. His 21
starts this season were tied for
the major-league lead and Wade
has been assured by athletic
trainers that Wolf is healthy.

“The feedback we got, trainer-
to-trainer discussions that took
place today, confirmed that he’s
100 percent,” Wade said.

Wolf has lost six of his last
seven starts. He gave up four
runs on eight hits in Saturday’s
6-5 loss in St. Louis, his third
straight road loss.

“In the time I had here, obvi-

ously we didn’t win a lot of
games,” Wolf said. “Part of that
is definitely my fault. I wasn’t as
consistent as I wanted to be. But
I did have a great time here.”

The deal gave the Padres the
opportunity to get a prospect
and save some money. Wolf
signed a one-year contract last
December that includes a $4.75
million base salary and a chance
to make up to $9 million overall
if he reaches all of his incen-
tives.

“I'm not going to lie,” Towers
said. “Certainly from a financial
standpoint, the club is going to
save some money.”

Reineke, a right-hander, is 5-9
with a 4.41 ERA in 19 starts for
Triple-A Round Rock this sea-
son.

He was originally selected by
the Astros in the 13th round of
the 2004 draft and he is 28-32
with a 3.72 ERA in five minor
league seasons in the Houston

system. He has yet to pitch in a
major league game.

Wolf will become a free agent
after this season.

Wade said Wolf could earn up
to $3.5 million this season with
performance bonuses and the
Astros may look to re-sign him
for 2009.

“If nothing else, this gives us
the short-term help that we
need,” Wade said. “It also gives
us an opportunity to get our foot
in the door with Randy and if he
pitches well enough that we
want to extend the contract, all
that’s done against the backdrop
of what’s going to be a pretty
thin pitching market out there.”

Wolf said he’d also be interest-
ed in returning to San Diego
next season, if the Padres would
take another chance on him.

“I’'m not leaving here with any
sour taste in my mouth,” he
said. “I have a lot of good memo-
ries here.”

INJURY
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and his feet in an ice buck-
et. Everybody’s used to
bumps and bruises. That’s

us for professional insight.

Trucker negligence is the major
contributing factor in many fatali-
ties nationwide. Maybe they were
distracted or didn’t adjust for road
conditions. Maybe they were late,
sleepy or did not maintain the rig.
If you have been in a truck collision

or other automobile collision, call fg 0 0 B0 Mo {05

our game. You only get to
play it for 15, 16 years if
you’re lucky, so you can
suck it up.”

James’ injury, though
called mild, is the biggest
concern for now.

The superstar forward

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS
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Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Timothy R. Cappolino, PC.

Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
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North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
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The bidding:
South  West
14 Pass 16 Pass
2NT Pass 3NT
Opening lead — six of hearts.
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¥J93
*K742
#95

North  East

Whether or not to win a trick is
often a matter of using good judg-
ment. There is no magic rule that
provides a simple answer. You have
to deal with each situation, as it
arises, on its merits.

Suppose you’re East and partner
leads a heart against three notrump.
Declarer wins your jack with the
king and plays the king of spades,
West following with the three. Do

To Win or Not to Win?

©2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

By Steve Becker

you win the trick or not?

Many contracts stand or fall on
questions of this type, so it pays to be
careful in such a situation. West’s
play of the three shows an odd num-
ber of spades — he would begin to
play high-low with an even number
— so0 you know that West has three
spades and South two.

You may therefore feel tempted to
duck the king, planning to take the
ace on the next round. But if you
succumb to this temptation, you will
have a lot of explaining to do later on
after declarer shifts his attention
from spades to diamonds, forcing out
your king. South would then finish
with nine tricks — one spade, two
hearts, four diamonds and two clubs.

Ducking the king of spades is a
futile play, since you know declarer
can compel you to take the ace if he
wants to, or abandon the suit if it’s to
his advantage to do so. You shouldn’t
give declarer this sort of option — it
can do you no good and may do you
some harm.

You should therefore take the ace
of spades at once and return a heart,
hoping partner started with five
hearts, in which case you have an
excellent chance to defeat the con-
tract. As it happens, if you defend
this way, South must go down one.

was hurt when he landed
on Kevin Durant’s foot
during a closed scrimmage
between the U.S. team and
a select squad of young
NBA players at Valley
High School.

Coach Mike Krzyzewski
said he would know more
on Wednesday, after James
has had a chance to rest.

“He thinks it’s a mild
sprain,” Krzyzewski said.
“Our trainers think it’s a
mild sprain. So we’ll find
out tomorrow. But I don’t
think it’s anything seri-
ous. Obviously, we’ll look
and see what happens
tomorrow.”

James could possibly

practice Wednesday, but
the team would surely pre-
fer to let him rest for now
with still a few weeks until
the Olympics.

“We got time,” Anthony
said. “I think it’s just a lit-
tle mild ankle sprain. We
got time. We need him to
rest. We don’t need him
right now. We need him
on Aug. 10.”

The Americans have
already dealt with an inju-
ry to another starter, cen-
ter Dwight Howard, who is
returning from a stress
fracture to his sternum.
And Wade, one of the top
reserves, is coming back
from left knee surgery.

mSunday’s
Big Spring Herald
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The need for speed

Each August, since 1949, driving enthusiasts
from across the United States come to the
famed Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah to satisfy
their need for speed during Speed Week. Plus,
bronzing baby shoes and Italian cream cake.

American Profile

Team officials have been
encouraged by Howard
and Wade during training
camp this week. They
seemed equally optimistic
about James.

“You never want to see
anyone hurt, but he’s had

this sprain before,” man-
aging director Jerry
Colangelo said. “We're

beingtold it’s a minor deal.
Obviously, he’s got to take
care of it.”

In January, James
missed a game with the
Cleveland Cavaliers
because of an ankle sprain.
He returned to score 28
points in a victory over
the Los Angeles Clippers
on Feb. 2.

A few weeks later, James
left a game against Boston
late in the first half with
an ankle injury. X-rays
were negative and James
returned for the start of
the second.

On Tuesday, trainers
wrapped the ankle in a

black brace, and James
hobbled off the court with-
out speaking to reporters.

The U.S. can replace
injured players until a
final roster is submitted
Aug. 7.

But no one was talking
about James being left off

the squad.
“I ain’t concerned about
that guy,” Wade said.

“That guy is a profession-
al. I've seen that guy get
hurt one time in the NBA
and come back in the sec-
ond half and score 30-some-
thing. I'm not worried
about him. He’s going to
get healthy and it’ll take
care of itself.”

The Americans have two
more workouts before fac-
ing Canada in an exhibi-
tion on Friday. Then the
squad leaves for Macau,
where it opens a four-game
exhibition tour. The
Olympic opener is Aug. 10
against host China in
Beijing.

sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeated
in any row, column or box.

6 9
2 6

5 1
2 8

3 2
7
4
1 6
)
3 4
8 6
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$7.8 million in expendi-
tures, a $400,000 increase
from last year. Factor in
the half-million-dollar pay-
ment under Robin Hood,
however, and the district
is actually facing a
decrease in expenditures
this year, he said.

“The bottom-line budget
we had last year will be
very similar to this year’s
bottom-line budget,” he
said. “We have a lot less
flexibility in this budget
and a lot less extra items

than we’ve had the previ-
ous few years.”

The news is not totally
gloomy — Johnson said
the budget is balanced, so
reserve funds will remain
untouched, and the debt
service tax rate should
decrease by 2 or 3 cents.
In addition, a $1,000 in-
crease is planned for the
local supplement paid to
FISD teachers, while oth-
er district employees will
receive a 5 percent salary
increase.

Forsan ISD trustees are
expected to approve the
new budget during a meet-
ing Aug. 18, Johnson said.

CITY

Continued from Page 1A

said Walker. “According
to that literature, the rate
increase would translate
into a 2.7 percent — which
amounts to $5.09 to the
average consumer —
increase for residential
customers. However, in
the information they pro-
vided to the state’s utility
commission shows the
residential rate increase
as 17.6 percent. So it’s real-
ly hard to say at this point
what the effect will be on
customers.”

Walker said the mat-
ter will be turned over to
the Lloyd Gosselink Law
Firm, which represents
the steering committee,
but whether or not the
increase is approved, lo-
cal customers can expect
their bills to begin going
up Jan. 1.

“We’ll just have to wait
and see what happens
with the rate increase,”
said Walker. “However,
regardless of what hap-
pens with this, Oncor will
be raising its rates Jan.
1 to support an advanced
metering program, which
was approved by the state.
That increase will cost
residential customers an
additional $2.29 per month

and non-residential cus-
tomers $3.90 per month,
and will remain in effect
for the next 11 years.”

Also during the meeting,
the council unanimously
approved:

 Final reading of a reso-
lution authorizing expen-
ditures from the Capital
Revolving Fund for water
and wastewater treatment
plant renovations.

e Minutes from meet-
ings of the Zoning Board of
Adjustments and Appeals
and the Howard County
Appraisal District Board
Directors.

e Late homestead exemp-
tion refunds for the month
of June 2008.

» An agreement for audit
services with Bolinger, Se-
gars, Gilbert & Moss LLP,
authorizing mayor or
mayor pro tem to execute
the agreement.

* An agreement for as-
sessment and collection of
property taxes, authoriz-
ing mayor or mayor pro
tem to execute the agree-
ment.

A subscription renewal
agreement with LexisNex-
isfor onlinelegal research,
authorizing City Attorney
Linda Sjogren to execute
the agreement.

e The investment report
for the quarter ending
June 30, 2008.

Cap Rock deal terminated for now -

Continental Energy Systems LLC
and PNM Resources Inc. announced
Tuesday they have mutually agreed
to terminate PNM Resources’ pend-
ing acquisition of Cap Rock Energy
Corporation, a subsidiary of Conti-
nental.

Continental, a utility holding com-
pany, will retain Cap Rock Energy.
The parties will focus their efforts

on completing the pending acquisi-
tion by Continental of the natural
gas business of PNM Resources’
subsidiary, PNM, officials said in a
press release.

Melissa Davis, president and chief
executive officer of Cap Rock En-
ergy, said, “Customers will see no
change in operations and will con-
tinue to receive the same great ser-

vice that they have come to expect
from Cap Rock Energy.”

Cap Rock Energy Corporation
transmits and distributes power
to residential and commercial cus-
tomers in 28 counties, including
Howard. Cap Rock owns no genera-
tion facilities and instead purchas-
es power through long-term whole-
sale power supply contracts.

Suspect in pregnant teen
death had baby obsession

By DAN NEPHIN
Associated Press Writer

PITTSBURGH — A woman ac-
cused of slicing open a pregnant
woman’s belly and taking her baby
was obsessed with getting an in-
fant and even had hallucinations
of hearing babies cry after a Febru-
ary 1990 miscarriage, according to
court records.

A few months later, Andrea Cur-
ry-Demus allegedly stabbed one
woman in an apparent plot to steal
her newborn; the next day, she al-
legedly kidnapped another baby
from a hospital.

Curry-Demus, 38, of Wilkinsburg,
was charged Sunday with homicide,
kidnapping and related offenses in
the death of Kia Johnson, 18.

Johnson’s decomposing body,
with her wrists and ankles bound
by duct tape and layers of tape and
plastic covering much of her head,
was found Friday in Curry-Demus’
apartment. A day earlier Curry-De-
mus had taken the baby to a hospi-
tal, claiming first that she was the
mother and later that she paid for
the child.

Court records show a prelimi-
nary hearing has been scheduled
for Friday. Curry-Demus’ attorney,
Angela Carsia, told the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette and the Pittsburgh
Tribune-Review that her client
plans to plead not guilty.

Authorities say the two women
met at the Allegheny County jail

on July 15 while visiting different
inmates.

Court records for Curry-Demus’
1990 criminal cases paint a picture
of a woman apparently unable to
deal with the loss of her own child
in her seventh month of pregnancy.
She was 21 at the time, and told au-
thorities she also had miscarried at
age 12.

“While she admitted committing
the offenses, she had great diffi-
culty in verbalizing her feelings or
motivations other than to mention
the loss of her own child due to a
miscarriage several months prior
to the present offenses,” according
to a presentence report prepared
for the two criminal cases.

According to court records, Cur-
ry-Demus visited Magee-Womens
Hospital in Pittsburgh in the spring
of 1990 and she befriended a wom-
an who had recently given birth
there.

They exchanged numbers and
Curry-Demus called the woman a
few days later, telling her she want-
ed to visit the baby and bring some
clothes. She spent the day with the
woman, her husband and the baby
and even asked to stay overnight.

The woman wasn’t comfortable
with that and a jitney was called
for Curry-Demus in the early morn-
ing of May 5. While the woman was
looking out the window for the jit-
ney, Curry-Demus grabbed her
from behind and stabbed her in the

back. Curry-Demus fled when the
woman called for her husband.

Hours later, Curry-Demus visited
another hospital and met a young
mother whose 3-week-old baby was
being treated for meningitis. The
next day — May 6 — several nurs-
es saw Curry-Demus at the hospi-
tal and later noticed the baby was
missing.

Police located Curry-Demus by
tracing calls made from the hospi-
tal to Curry-Demus’ mother. The
baby was recovered unharmed.

Curry-Demus pleaded guilty in
January 1991 to kidnapping, con-
cealment of the whereabouts of
child and related offenses and was
sentenced to 3 to 10 years in state
prison for taking the baby from the
hospital. She also pleaded guilty to
aggravated assault in the stabbing
case and received 10 years’ proba-
tion. She was released in 1998.

While awaiting resolution of the
1990 cases, Curry-Demus was twice
briefly committed to a state mental
hospital. An examination found
her to be “in the midst of a major
depressive episode.”

She also reported auditory hallu-
cinations — that she kept “hearing
babies cry.”

She was found competent to stand
trial, but also diagnosed with major
depression and a mixed personal-
ity disorder. She graduated high
school, but tests showed she had a
“borderline intelligence level.”

DOLLY
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the island to the mainland
remained closed early
Wednesday.

Dan Quandt, a spokes-
man for South Padre Island
emergency operations,
said winds were picking
up to around 50 mph and
were expected to increase
later Wednesday morning.
He said there was a steady
rain falling, but no reports
of flooding. A sign on a ho-
tel blew off, but no one was
injured and it did not pose
a hazard, he said.

Power was knocked out
to more than 13,000 cus-
tomers in Cameron Coun-
ty, where Brownsville is
located, utility company
AEP Texas said.

In Brownsville, palm
trees leaned and small
debris was strewn across
the all-but empty streets.
The windows and doors
of shops were boarded up
with plywood and most
businesses — including
gas stations — were closed.
At one gas station, work-
ers were pelted by horizon-
tal rain as they scrambled
to lock pumps and close
down.

A tornado watch was in
effect for several counties
in the area until 10 a.m.
CDT Wednesday.

Cities and counties in
the Rio Grande valley

were preparing as officials
feared heavy rains could
cause massive flooding
and levee breaks.

Texas officials urged res-
idents to move away from
the Rio Grande levees be-
cause if Dolly continues
to follow the same path as
1967’s Hurricane Beulah,
“the levees are not going
to hold that much water,”
said Cameron County
Emergency Management
Coordinator Johnny Cava-
ZOS.

Charles Hoskins, deputy
emergency management
officer for Cameron Coun-
ty, said there were nearly
2,000 people in six shelters
in the county late Tues-
day.

In Hidalgo County, a
little bit farther inland,
six shelters holding about
900 people were open, said
Cari Lambrecht, a county
spokeswoman. She said
people living in low-lying
areas were encouraged to
come to shelters.

“It’s so much easier for
them to go now instead of
us having to pull them out
later,” she said.

In Mexico, Tamaulipas
Gov. Eugenio Hernandez
said officials planned to
evacuate 23,000 people to
government shelters in
Matamoros, Soto La Ma-
rina and San Fernando.

The U.S. Census Bureau
said that based on Dolly’s
projected path, about 1.5
million Texans could feel

the storm’s effects.

Tropical storm warnings
were issued for areas ad-
jacent to the hurricane
zone and Gov. Rick Perry
declared 14 south Texas
counties disaster areas, al-
lowing state resources to
be used to send equipment
and emergency workers to
areas in the storm’s path.

The storm, combined
with levees that have de-
teriorated in the 41 years
since Beulah swept up the
Rio Grande, pose a ma-
jor flooding threat to low-
lying counties along the
border. Beulah spawned
more than 100 tornadoes
across Texas and dumped
36 inches of rain in some
parts of south Texas, Kkill-
ing 58 people and causing
more than $1 billion dam-
age.

“We could have a triple-
decker problem here,”
Cavazos told a meeting of
more than 100 county and
local officials Tuesday.
“We believe that those (le-
vees) will be breached if
it continues on the same
track. So please stay away
from those levees.”

Around Brownsville, le-
vees protect the historic

downtown as well as pre-
served buildings that
were formerly part of Fort
Brown on the University
of Texas at Brownsville
campus. Outside the city,
agricultural land domi-
nates the banks of the Rio
Grande, but thousands of
people live in low-lying co-
lonias, often poor subdivi-
sions built without water
and sewer utilities.

Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement was
evacuating its Port Isa-
bel Detention Center,
said spokeswoman Nina
Pruneda. Fewer than 1,000
people were being sent to
other detention centers in
Texas.

In the Gulf of Mexico,
Shell Oil evacuated work-
ers from oil rigs, but said it
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Compass Hospice
Hospice Volunteers Needed

Compass Hospice is in need of your help. If you would be
interested in offering your love & God’s comfort to those
who are suffering, or to their families, please contact Michelle

didn’t expect production to
be affected. It also secured
wells and shut down pro-
duction in the Rio Grande
Valley, where it primarily
deals in natural gas.
Mexico’s staterun oil
company, Petroleos Mexi-
canos, said it had evacu-
ated 66 workers from an

INEAR®

he Best Seat In Town

T
: CINEMA4 &

1801 East FM 700 (432) 263-2232

 DARKKNIGHT (PG-13) 12:20 PM 3:40 PM 7:00 PM 10:20 PM
 HANGOCK (PG-13) 12:50 PM 4:10 PM 7:30 PM 10:30 PM

 HELLBOY : THE GOLDEN ARNY (PG-13) 12:30 PM 350 PM
7:10 PM 10:10 PM

 MEETDMVIE (PG) 12:50 PM 400 PM 7:20 PM 10:00 P

VALID 7/18/08 Thru 7/24/08
ADVANCE TICKET SALES @ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS
Showtimes available at cinemark.com

FARM
BUREAU

INSURANCE

Auto - Home . Life

Farm Bureau Insurance is your one-stop

source for quality protection. We offer
great Auto, Home and Life Insurance
programs for Texas residents, and we back
them up with prompt, professional
attention and fast, fair claims service. Let
us conduct a no-obligation review of your
total insurance needs.

It’s free and it’s simple. Call today.

oil platform off the coast of
the port city of Tampico.
Pemex said in a statement
that it had readied a team
and the resources needed
in case of damage to oil in-
stallations in the region.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Helen Boling, 101, died
Monday. Memorial
Services will be at 10:00
AM Thursday at Myers &
Smith Chapel.

Alice Ballentine, 93,
died Monday. Funeral
services will be at 10:00
AM Friday at Myers &
Smith Chapel with burial
at Coahoma Cemetery.

Volunteers are needed in many categories in addition to patient
care. You may give as much or as little time as you wish. Any
amount of time will be greatly appreciated.

Helping You is what we do best.

Richard Atkins, Agency Manager
Ronnie Palmer, Agent

Derek Wash, Agent

Ryan Devere, Agent

John Burson, Agent

Park & Putt Family
Fun Center
NOW OPEN

Training is offered, free of charge, beginning July 29th. Hospice
training is invaluable for those who have a desire to make a
difference to someone in need of a blessing.

Training location and schedule:

Hours: (432)267-7466
" . Compass Hospice - Team Room 1003 E. FM 700 Big Spring, 1205 E. 111" Place
6-10 I]m ~ Mon -Sat 8 Texas 79720. Tues., Wed., & Thurs., July 29, 30 & 31. 9:00 Big Spring, TX 79720
" " AM to 1:00 PM. Must attend all three days to become a Hospice -] 34132
S. Hwy 87 263-7536 Certified Volunteer. 2 sfbli.com « txfb-ins.com
NO DEBIT OR CREDIT CARDS 12363 ;

reau
ualty Company, Ridaeland, MS
surance Company, Jackson, MS
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Announcements

BEDAZZLE
E CENTER
1710 E. FM 700
Big Spring, Tx.
* High Speed Internet Access
@ 12.00 per hour
* Scanning...Faxing...Copying
* Surf the Web...Check E-Mail
* Play on-line sweepstakes
* Free computer classes...
Learn how to scan your
documents and make digital
files on cd.
* Work Stations Available for
word processing.
* WI-FI access available for
your laptop computer.
Hours:
Sunday thru Saturday
9am until 12 midnight
432-935-6338
bedazzamusement@
ahoo.com

Cemetery Lots

2 SPACES up front in “Garden
of Sharon” at Trinity Memorial
Park. $3,000.00 for both. Call
(361)851-0395, ( 361)215-6335

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout
plans available. No interest or
carrying charges. $10.00 down.
The Little Red Barn across
from Mt. Olive Cemetery.
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on monuments/
markers. We deliver to all
cemeteries. Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments.
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave
spaces for the price of one.
Pay-out plan available. $50.00
Down. The Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational

A BRIGHTER FUTURE!
Train to become an
Electrical Technician!
Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for
those who qualify.

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 212
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!
Train for a new career as a
Medical Assisting,
Medical Office Specializing, or
Dental Assistant!

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 216
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

STOP LOOKING!
START DOING!

Train for a new career as a
Medical Assistant,
Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for those
who qualify.

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 200
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Garage Sales

MOVING- Furniture, very nice
clothes 12-22, shoes 9-11, ac-
cessories, appliances, house-
hold misc. Fri-.Sat. 9:00-5:00,
2206 Johnson in Alley.

Sign-on
Bonuses &
Incentives

e Upto $10,000 sign-on!!

o City pays for Academy!

e Get paid while training &

attending Academy!!
e Upto $1,500 for
Academy
Reimbursement!
e $2,400 Relocation
upfront!!

o Great health & retirement

benefits!

Garage Sales

2805 MACAUSLAN, Saturday
8am-?- Multi. Family Sale. Fur-
niture, toys, game tables, bed-
ding, decor., sequined head
bands & quality clothing: Ba-
bies, girls, Juniors, men’s &
women’s.

BLOW OUT Clearance Sale on
Name Brand Kids Wear. Sale

50% to 70% off. Log on
www.magickidsusa.com
Mention Discount Code

MK67317 for HUGE Savings.

MOVING SALE: 125 Jones-
boro Road, Saturday 9:00-?
Furniture, 1989 Pickup, 2005
motorcycle, Baldwin Fantasia
Organ, 2 couches w/pull out
beds, wood desk, treadmill,
books, lawn tools, tools, misc
household items.

Help Wanted

APARTMENT Maintenance
Person. Full time Must know all
phases of construction. 2911
W. Hwy 80. Call (432)263-2292

AZTECA FABRICATION IS
looking for Code welders, pipe
welders, structural welders and
lay-out laborers. If interested
contact us at 432-943-8888.

CITY OF BIG SPRING
EXCELLENT BENEFITS
Communication Officer
Wastewater Plant Operator
Deputy Clerk
Heavy Equipment Operator
Cemetery Maintenance
Parks Maintenance
Seasonal Parks Maint.
Customer Service Supervisor
Contact:

Human Resources Dept.
310 Nolan Street
(432)264-2346
www.mybigspring.com
EOE

Seeking CNA’s and Sitters to
work for our private duty divi-
sion. Must be available to work
any hours and on-call. If inter-

ested please Call:
(432)522-5080,

1-800-201-5904 E.O.E

COLE & Co. Salon in Snyder,
TX. New Salon seeking
full-time stylist, nail tech, and
facialist. Beautifully decorated
salon, pleasant atmosphere
with state of the art equipment.
Newest products and styling
techniques. Please call for per-
sonal interview. New graduates
welcome! 325-436-9942 Lynda
817-565-1211  Corp.  Office
325-573-6900 Salon.

ColorTyme Now Hiring Collec-
tors, Sales & Delivery Drivers.
Must Be 21. Clean Driving Re-
cord. Good Pay. Excellent
Benefits. Apply at 501 East
Birdwell Lane #14.

DRAFTSMAN NEEDED, 2D
and 3D AutoCAD required.
Must have Architectural draw-
ing knowledge. Please fax re-
sume to 432-354-2669 or call
432-354-2569.

DUNCAN DISPOSAL - Now
hiring a driver for the Coahoma
area. Need at least a Class B
CDL. Experience Preferred for
a driver's position. Must be
able to pass mandatory DOT
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls
please. The job includes 40+
hours weekly Mon- Fri.,, with
some Sat. mornings. An hourly
rate with benefits package is
available. Equal Opportunity
Employer. Please Call Arthur
432-770-3966.

WANTED:
Police &
Firefighters

City of Big Spring

FOR MORE INFO:

www.mybigspring.com

310 Nolan
Big Spring, TX 79720

Phone: 432.264.2346
Fax: 432.264.2387

Help Wanted

“DRIVERS”
Want to be home daily?
Want scheduled
days off weekly?
Want a sign on bonus
up to $4000.00?
Excellent benefits include:
* Health
* Dental
* Vision
* 401K
* Safety bonus
Coastal Transport is now seek-
ing individuals to deliver petro-
leum product in and around
surrounding areas of Big
Spring. Must be 23 years of
age, have a Class A license
with Tanker and Haz-Mat en-

dorsements  with 1 year
tractor/trailer experience.
Please contact Russell @

1-888-527-7221 for more infor-
mation.

&

DRIVERS WANTED. We need
drivers now and get hired on
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery
compensation in the business.
Make cash every day. Great
part time and full time shifts.
Health Insurance plan. $200.00
Hiring Bonus after 60 days.
Great starting wage- $7.00 an
hour, plus delivery compensa-
tion, plus tips. We more than
compensate for high gas
prices. Got experience? Work
for Papa or the Hut? Come on
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and
stay at home Moms always
welcome. Apply at Domino’s
Pizza

DRIVERS:
Home Every Other Day!
Excellent Benefits/
Competitive Pay.
Tanker End/ 2yrs exp/23YOA.
Good MVR.
800-469-7714

EMPLOYEES WANTED No
experience necessary. Call
Lamesa/O’'Donnell  Compress,
(806)872-3400.

¥nited

Fuel & Energy

EXPERIENCED DRIVERS
NEEDED!!
We are currently seeking a self
motivated individual to assist
us in the Big Spring and Sny-
der area. United Fuel & Energy
has developed a new compen-
sation structure and we are
willing to pay for your experi-
ence. Our Drivers are important
to us. In addition to competitive
pay you will also receive an ex-
cellent benefit package. It's not
just a job, it's your career.
Come Join Our TEAM!
Apply in person at
United Fuel & Energy
Apply at
3112 N. Hwy 87
432-267-9434

GARTMAN REFRIGERATION
need Certified HVAC and ex-
perienced plumber.  Apply in
person, 3206 E. FM 700.

GENERAL HELP workers
needed in the warehouse. For
the Big Spring area. To start
ASAP. All shifts. Call
1-877-432-8705.

Help Wanted

GENERAL HELP wanted. SD
Baker Construction, Stanton.
Weekends off, overtime avail-
able. Good starting pay. Will

train, experience with cutting
torch and forklift a plus. Must
pass drug test. Call
432-458-3270.

GO GREEN.

Join The Wind Energy Team:
Openings For
Wind Tower Installation.
No Experience Required,;
Will Train.
Excellent Pay With
Project Bonuses.
Full Benefit Package.

For More Information About
Opportunites In  The Big
Spring, TX Area Call
1-877-355-5303 Ext.#5325.
M-F 8a-5p EEOC/MF

GREAT PAY

& BENEFITS!
Hiring class CDL Drivers.

Clean MVR. Also need Shop
Mechanice. Call 432-756-2875
or apply at Key Energy, West
I-20 South Service Road, Stan-
ton, TX.

HEB IS currently taking appli-
cations for a full time experi-
enced meat cutter. Please pick
up an application at HEB or
see Dave or Kenny.

HIRING TEMPORARY Cash-
ier/Clerk. Apply in person @
Texas Book Company-Howard
College Bookstore, Mon-Thurs
10am-5pm.

HOUSEKEEPING NEEDED-
above avarage wage. Pick up
application at Holiday Inn Ex-
press, 1109 N. Aylesford.

HOWARD COUNTY District
Clerk is now hiring one full-time
position for a civil clerk and one
part-time position for a docu-
ment imaging/filing clerk. Must
have computer skills, typing ac-
curacy and knowledge of filing
systems. Application may be
picked up at 312 Scurry, Big
Spring, Tx.

JANITORIAL/ GROUNDS help
needed. Howard/ Mitchell Rest
Areas. Hiring for Attendance
and Supervisor positions. Multi-
ple shifts available. Call
(903)757-7244 between 9-4,
Monday-Friday to arrange an
interview.

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP
now hiring manager & assistant
manager/  collector.  Benefit
package. Pay DOE. Apply in
person, 600 S. Gregg. No
Phone Calls!

NEED CDL Driver to move
equipment and Heavy Equip-
ment Operator. Must pass drug
test. Call 432-394-4161.

NEED TRANSPORT Driver for
fuel deliveries. Excellent start-
ing pay with benefits. Must
have CDL & good driving re-
cord. Come by 1st & Johnson,
Park Fuels/ Chevron, Big
Spring.

PARKVIEW NURSING &
REHABILITATION

Now hiring for the following po-
sitions:
* Dietary Aide
* Certified Nurse Aides
Which offers great benefits,
competitive pay and a excellent
working environment.
Please apply in person at 3200
Parkway Rd., Big Spring,
Texas.

We’re HIRING’

at

SNYDER
HEALTHCARE CENTER

Our NEW ADMINISTRATOR

is now accepting applications for ALL POSITIONS! We have an increased
census - and to maintain the highest Quality of Care, we’re currently hiring
for a variety of positions! We can offer COMPETITIVE WAGES and full
time employees are eligible for a wide range of COMPANY BENEFITS!

WE HAVE IMMEDIATE NEED FOR:
* LVNS / CNAS
e Activity Director
« COOKS
* Dietary Aides

(Various duties kitchen/dining area)
(Activity Director must be certified.) For more information,
call (325) 573-6332, or complete an application in person

SNYDER HEALTHCARE CENTER

5311 BIG SPRING HIGHWAY - SNYDER
EOE/MFDV

12368

Help Wanted

LOOKING FOR A CHANGE:
Nurses Unlimited, Inc. is seek-
ing CNA’s to assist with client
care. Duties include but are not
limited to personal care, meal
preparation & light housekeep-
ing. Flexible schedule, great
staff to work with. $250.00
SIGN ON BONUS & ON CALL
PAY. Come join our staff &
Make a difference in some-
one’s life. If interested, please
contact Jana Edwards @
(432)580-2000 or
1(800)458-3257. E.O.E.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

NOW HIRING full time/ part
time employees at WES-T-GO.
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

ON-SITE MANAGER needed
for 2 Small Apt. Complexes.
Base salary, commission, and
apt included. Call
559-355-2900.

PARKVIEW NURSING &
REHABILITATION

Now hiring for a LVN position.
We offer a great benefit pack-
age including insurance and re-
tirement, competitive pay and
an excellent work environment.
Please apply in person at 3200
Parkway Rd.

PHYSICAL THERAPY Aide
position available in busy
Physical Therapy facility.
Part-time, Average 32 hrs per
week. No experience neces-
sary but must be able to work
in a high-paced environment.
Apply at 602 S. Main or fax re-
sume to 432-268-9880.

PIZZA INN
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
MANAGEMENT  POSITIONS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Technicians assistant needed,
must be wiling to travel.
Parts/Dispatch person needed.
General Shop maintenance
person needed. Apply at ARFF
Professionals Inc., 306 State
St. 8-5 Salaries DOE, Benefits.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING.
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an-
nually including Federal Bene-
fits and OT. Placed by ad-
Source, not aff w/USPS who
hires. 1-866-795-4058.

RAINBOW CHRISTIAN
Pre-School is needing, 1 Child-
care worker & 1 Bus
Driver/Caregiver. Both are full
time positions. Experience a
must! Come by 409 Goliad to
apply.

SHELL STAR STOP looking
for new team members. Full &
Part time Cashiers & Assistant
Managers. Apply in person at
any Shell Star Stop in Big
Spring. Drug Free Environ-
ment.

Help Wanted

THE BIG Spring Mall is looking
for a Mall Manager. Fax re-
sume to Lara at 432-267-3490
or email to
lara@thebigspringmall.net

TRUCK DRIVER needed. Must
have Class A CDL with Tanker
and Hazardous Endorsements.
Delivery of New and Used Oil-
field Equipment. Oversized
Hauling Experience necessary.
Paid by the Hour, Per Diem,

and Benefits. Call
800-588-2669 M-F, 8:00-5:00.
WANTED:

29 Serious people to
Work From Home
using a Computer

Up to $1,500-$5,000 PT/FT
www.jmconcepts.com

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store.
Benefits include paid vacation,
retirement & health insurance.
Requirements are background
check, drug screening, good
driving record and be at least
21 years old. Starting pay
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg.

WEST TEXAS Opportunities,
Inc. (WTO,I) is accepting appli-
cations for driver positions. Ap-
plicants must have a high
school diploma or GED, must
have a good driving record, be
well-organized, dependabile,
and either have a Class C-CDL
license with passenger en-
dorsement or be able to obtain
one at WTO,l expense within
75 days of hiring. Applicants
must obtain a Medical Examin-
er's Certificate, at WTO,l ex-
pense, before hiring and renew
it every two years thereafter.
Ability to speak Spanish is de-
sirable. Drivers must success-
fully complete CPR/first aid
training within 60 days of em-
ployment. Pre-employment
substance abuse testing re-
quired. A criminal background
check will be conducted. IM-
PROVED WAGES AND EX-
CELLENT BENEFITS PACK-
AGE! Interested applicants
may call Karen Faulkner at
877-270-2426 to have an ap-

plication mailed to them.
Completed applications
should be mailed to the

WTO,l office at P.0. Box
1308, Lamesa, TX 79331.
WTO,l is an equal opportunity
employer.

WHITTEN INN now hiring the
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk
Clerks. Apply in person, on
1-20 next to TA Truck Stop.

Items for Sale

ALL NEW Mattress set, No
springs or coils. MEMORY
FOAM pressure relieving
sleep, $550. (432)664-8980.

MATTRESS- ALL new TWIN
set (pillowtop) left in pkg. will
take $115. (432)664-8980.

PILLOW TOP King mattress
with box and warranty never
slept on. Will sell for $245.
(432)664-8980.

PILLOWTOP FULL mattress
set. FLAME RESISTANT, war-
ranty, $130. (432)664-8980.
QUEEN MATTRESS with box
and frame, all are new with
warranty. $175.
(432)664-8980.

ties.

Cog
Memorial Hospital

in Snyder, Texas

Has the following full-time positions available:
Positions available:
Director of Radiology
Radiology Technologist. Certification (or eligibility) by the Ameri-
can Registry of Radiological Technologist & current Texas Depart. Of
Health-Bureau of Radiation Control MRT program certification. Must
demonstrate competency in all equipment pertinent to qualified modali-

Ultrasound Technologist,
Certified in, ARDMS and Vascular

Salary based on experience

We offer competitive wages & good benefits

Please send resume to:
Human Resources Manager
1700 Cogdell Blvd.
Snyder, TX 79549
Fax (325) 574-7136
Iwarren(@cogdellhospital.com
for more information

dell

12505
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Bill McClellan

John A. Moseley News Editor

Managing Editor

OTHER VIEWS

Inspection
of our food
must improve

ederal officials have declared that all kinds of
tomatoes are officially OK to eat once again, fol-
lowing the well-known salmonella scare. Now,
we’re being warned not to eat jalapenos.

Questions about the safety of the American food sup-
ply are leaving a bad taste in many people’s mouths.

An Associated Press-Ipsos poll found that most con-
sumers want a way set up to trace produce, a desire gen-
erated by the salmonella outbreak that was first linked
to tomatoes and now to hot peppers.

A whopping 86 percent of poll-takers said there should
be a way to label produce so that it can be traced from
the farm through processors, packers, shipper and sales
outlets.

Who can fix immigration?

t is a political minefield so
dangerous that no one dares
to lead us through it. The
presidential candidates dance
around it as if we don’t notice, but
both Sens. Barack Obama and John
McCain clearly are —
avoiding one of the
most important and
controversial issues
in the minds of most
Americans.

What are they really
going to do about il-
legal immigration?
Does anybody know?

Regardless of which
side of the immigra-
tion debate you stand
on, you probably can
think of two dozen questions these
candidates haven’t answered.

How do they intend to deal with
the 12 million illegal immigrants
who are living among us? Regard-
less of whether you favor deporta-
tion or compassion and whether
you call that amnesty or legaliza-
tion, none of us has any idea exactly
when or how Obama or McCain ex-
pects to do any of this.

From both camps, all we get are
immigration talking points, and
they simply aren’t saying enough.

When they spoke to national
Hispanic organizations recently,
Obama said he would make compre-
hensive immigration reform a top
priority, and McCain said Latinos
should just trust him to do the right
thing.

That’s reassuring, right? Could
they be any vaguer?

Obama accused McCain of back-
ing away from the McCain-Kennedy
comprehensive immigration reform
plan for fear of alienating GOP
conservatives. But you don’t hear

him explaining just how “President
Obama” would persuade Congress
to approve a legalization plan that
has been rejected consistently on
Capitol Hill. For a candidate who
promotes “change,” you don’t

hear him offering any new ideas.
You don’t hear him criticizing the
growing number of Democrats who
oppose legalization, at least until
after the U.S. borders are secured
— which is exactly what McCain is
proposing.

McCain says his position is more
realistic because Congress will not
go along with any form of legaliza-
tion plan until the American people
are reassured that such “amnesty”
would not encourage more illegal
immigration. But you don’t hear
him describing just how “President
McCain” would secure the borders
or how long it would take him to
sign a legalization law. You hear
him constantly repeating that he
would get the governors of each bor-
der state to verify that the border
has been secured, but that would
be like opening a can of political
wormes.

What constitutes a secured border,
areduction of illegal crossings? By
how many? Down to zero? And if
that were even possible, what’s to
stop a couple of hawkish governors
from refusing to verify anything
or saying they need to see zero il-
legal crossings for several years?
Wouldn’t that make such a gov-
ernor a hero among immigration
hawks, and wouldn’t it give McCain
an excuse for failing to keep his
promise?

The immigration issue is so radio-
active that you see both Obama and
McCain sticking to their scripted
rhetoric and refusing to explain the
details of how they intend to imple-

ment their proposals.

Obama sounds like a broken re-
cord, repeating the same lines about
how the immigration system is
broken without explaining how he
would fix it and how illegal immi-
grants need to be brought out of the
shadows without telling us how he
would bring them into the light. He
keeps saying they need to be on a
path to citizenship without showing
us how he would clear a new path.

McCain, the other side of the bro-
ken record, keeps trying to please
both sides of the immigration de-
bate. Depending on his audience,
he either emphasizes his past pro-
immigrant credentials or his new
border-security-first stance. And
then he asks American voters to
trust him on the details.

Even at the conferences and con-
ventions that clearly favor one
particular side of the immigration
debate, both Obama and McCain
have been able to stick to their
vague rhetoric on immigration, and
the time for detailed answers is run-
ning out.

Unless Obama and McCain get
down to some serious face-to-face
debating and unless serious jour-
nalists get to ask them some impor-
tant immigration questions, many
American voters may go to the polls
in November without a clear pic-
ture of which candidate jives best
with their stances on immigration.

It’s as if these two candidates are
running away from the immigra-
tion minefield instead of leading us
out of it.

To find out more about Miguel
Perez and read features by other Cre-
ators Syndicate writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

- RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative

(512) 463-0604
-KEL SELIGER

Medical Center): 263-7361..
JOANN StauLcup — Home:

It only makes sense.

Look at the salmonella outbreak that has sickened
more than 1,200 people in 42 states. No one is really sure

what caused the outbreak.

ADDRESSES

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

And we’ve already seen the biggest beef recall in his-

tory.

The government has long been condemned for a dan-
gerously inadequate food inspection system. The sal-
monella scare has done nothing to help the feds’ image,
and indeed speaks loudly for a radically modernized

and improved food inspection system.

Outbreaks of food-borne disease don’t affect only the

people who get sick.

There’s also a chain-reaction economic effect as, sud-
denly, the consumption of a product goes down, farmers
can’t sell all their crop, processors and shippers have
less to work with, and retailers lose potential sales.

Food inspection and tracking must be improved.

- GEORGE W. BUSH
President

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

+ KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4305
Phone: 202-224-5922

+ JOHN CORNYN

U.S. Senator

517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

THE EL PAso TIMES

Wonder how Obama will do in dear old Dixie

t the start of every presidential
race, the Democrats perform
a masochistic ritual. They
promise to take a stand in
Dixieland, get in touch with their inner
NASCAR, sweet-talk the Southerners
with a heavy emphasis on faith and flag.
The aim, every time, is
to capture some of those
states and thereby clinch
the election. Care to guess
how well the Democrats
have fared lately?

Eleven southern states
compose the Old Confed-
eracy. The last Democratic
nominee, John Kerry, won
zip and lost 11. The previ-
ous nominee, Al Gore, won
zip and lost 11. Indeed, all
the Democratic nominees
since 1980 have combined
to win nine and lose 68 — a record of fail-
ure not seen in the annals of competition
since Casey Stengel’s ‘62 Mets.

Yet Democrats persist in thinking they
can score on the GOP’s home turf — as
evidenced, this time around, by Barack
Obama’s decision to spend roughly $8
million (and that’s just his initial outlay)
to sell himself in TV ads in four south-
ern states. Last weekend, Obama opened
20 campaign offices in Virginia, a state
that hasn’t voted Democratic since 1964.
Either he’s smart to make these moves,
which are designed to expand the battle-
field, or he’s merely the latest Democrat
to play Captain Ahab in a futile pursuit
of the party’s great white whale.

Lots of Democratic strategists believe
it’s nuts to whistle Dixie; one promi-
nent commentator-academic, Thomas
Schaller, has insisted for years that the
reflexive Democratic urge to look south-
ward is a “counterproductive exercise”

and that the party should instead look
westward in its quest to tally 270 elec-
toral votes. Even southern-born Presi-
dent Clinton — while winning four Dixie
states in his ‘96 re-election race — barely
finished first in the tally of all southern
voters, performing far better outside his
own region.

On the other hand, consider this fac-
toid: No Democrat has ever won the pres-
idency without capturing some southern
states. This year, the Old Confederacy
holds 153 electoral votes. Nationwide,
there are 538 electoral votes on the table.
Do the math. If Obama cedes Dixie, he
has to win 72 percent of the electoral
votes everywhere else. And that’s one
reason Howard Dean, the party chair-
man, has long been touting the impor-
tance of a “50-state strategy” to ensure a
broader playing field.

The hitch, however, is contemporary
Dixie’s antipathy toward national Demo-
crats. It all started with race. President
Lyndon Johnson’s signing of the 1964
Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting
Rights Act triggered massive white
flight into the Republican Party. In sub-
sequent decades, the GOP built southern
dominance by masterfully exploiting
that sentiment — stoking white hostility
toward welfare and affirmative action.

A top party leader, Ken Mehlman, ac-
knowledged this a few years ago, while
addressing the NAACP: “Some Repub-
licans gave up on winning the African-
American vote, looking the other way or
trying to benefit politically from racial
polarization. I am here today, as the Re-
publican chairman, to tell you we were
wrong.” (Now he tells us.)

But the Democrats face a number of
cultural obstacles. Dixie is ground zero
for the evangelical Christians. Dixie is
far more inhospitable to labor unions

19th Cong. District State Senator
1510 Scurry

Big Spring

Phone: (432) 264-0722

STATE

GOVERNMENT BIG SPRING
ITY NCIL

* RICK PERRY

Governor

State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428

Austin, 78711

Phone: (512) 463-2000

+ JOE HEFLIN

State Representative
Texas 85th District

P.O. Box 2910

Austin, 78768

Phone: (432) 213-2897 or

267-7121.

263-7361.

than other regions; in North Carolina,
one of the states Obama is currently tar-
geting, roughly 3.7 percent of the work-
ers are unionized — which puts North
Carolina last in the national rankings.
Dixie is also festooned with military
bases, which host roughly half of all U.S.
military personnel situated stateside.
Dixie is also home to millions of service
retirees.

So it’s fair to wonder: How can a black
upstart from Chicago, with scant nation-
al security credentials, expect to pick
off any of these states? The South hasn’t
broadly supported a northern Democrat
since JFK in 1960, before the fallout over
civil rights.

Obama, to his credit, is plucking the
right chords in his new ads. A commer-
cial playing in Virginia, Georgia, North
Carolina, and Florida seeks to place
Obama’s personal journey at the heart
of the American dream, thereby echoing
what North Carolina Democratic chair-
man Jerry Meeks told me two years ago,
when he sought to describe his ideal ‘08
nominee: “We need to hear a life story
that Southerners can appreciate. A life
story that embodies the theme of Ameri-
ca as a land of hope and opportunity.”

Notably, Obama’s ad buy has targeted
only four Dixie states. The region is not
monolithic, and he hopes to take advan-
tage. For instance, Virginia has been
trending Democratic since the dawn of
the Bush era; Democratic voters, nota-
bly upscale non-Southerners and newly
arrived Hispanics, now dominate the
increasingly populous Washington sub-
urbs. Obama is particularly focused on
Fairfax County, a large suburban county
west of Washington, where he has re-
portedly placed paid workers in each of
the nine districts.

North Carolina has a huge black popu-

Texas 31st District

401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

__Russ McEweN, MAYOR —
Home: 263-0907; Work (Russ
McEwen Insurance):
267-1413.

GREG BibDISON — Home:
267-6009; Work (Greg’s Girill):

MANUEL RAMIREZ JR. —Home:
268-9692; Work (VAMC):

STEPHANIE HORTON —
Home: 264-0306; Work (VA

263-4980.
GLoRIA McDoNALD — Home:
263-4835. Work: 263-7615.
TROY TOMPKINS — Home:
267-8769. Work: 263-0180.

HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

MaRk BARR, COUNTY JUDGE
— Home and Office: (432)
517-0707.

EmmA BROWN — Home:
267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-0724;
Work (Jerry's Barbers):

267-5471.

BiLL CROOKER — Home:
263-2566.

GARY SIMER — Home:
263-0260.

lation, and millions of transplanted
Northerners in the academic triangle
near Chapel Hill — perhaps enough to
give Obama a real shot, although the
state hasn’t voted Democratic since 1976.
Georgia, too, has a huge black elector-
ate, plus it has home-boy Bob Barr, the
former congressman now running as the
third-party Libertarian candidate, who
could bleed conservative votes away
from John McCain. At the least, Obama
might force McCain to expend precious
resources just to defend a state that
would normally be a slam dunk.

And, as for Florida, perhaps the zeit-
geist has changed. New Democratic
voter signups have outpaced their GOP
counterparts by a 7-to-1 margin since the
start of the year — and that’s without the
Obama camp trying to register anybody.
Besides, you know already that Florida
is not a typical southern state, especially
if you’ve ever stood in line for the early-
bird special in Fort Lauderdale.

There’s no way to know whether
Obama will stick in the region, or pull
out early as Kerry did. It ultimately
could depend on southern reaction to the
most important news event of the cam-
paign — the first Obama-McCain debate
— and whether Obama hits the themes
Dixie holds dear. He may ultimately find
more fertile turf in the newly blue-trend-
ing western states of Colorado, Nevada,
and New Mexico. But it’s safe to say
that if a black guy with a liberal record
can penetrate Dixie, this election truly
should be considered transformative.

Dick Polman is a columnist for the Phil-
adelphia Inquirer. Readers may write to
him at: Philadelphia Inquirer, P.O. Box
8263, Philadelphia, Pa. 19101, or by e-
mail at dpolman@phillynews.com; blog:
http://lwww.dickpolman.blogspot.com.
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Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

$55.60 Per Month

izl -

AC & HEATING T (BT e AUTO CARE AUTO PARTS CARPET

Johnson Air Conditioning,
Heating & Sheet Metal

* Servicing All Air Conditioners

* All Sheet Metal Work Including
Duct Work

* Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air

Conditioning Parts,
Filters & Belts

1408 E.4th - 263-2980

GARAGE SALE CONCRETE CONCRETE

Crossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &
Ice Machines
We service all makes
and models!

Cell: (432 270-0501
24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C

27040

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

‘HERALD

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600

26941

V| Rhino Linings

THE SPRAYED-ON LINER

10% oFF LABOR
(Limited Time)
Loran Warren

NATE Certified Service Technician
Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

WARREN RerriGeraTion] | G & M Auto Care
AIR-HEAT-ICE Locally Owned
NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL & Operated

Service 1972

263-1091

George & Mary
900 E. 3rd St. Big Spring

24817

A Modern Auto Dismantler

ZWESTEX!
7
Since 1947

* 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles
+ 20,000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage
Speaallze in late model quality auto
arts
pForelgn and domestic parts for cars,
trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports
utility vehicles

Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.
1511 Hwy 350+(432) 263-5000

All Types Concrete Work
m Block & Brick Repair
Trenching & Tractor Service
& Landscaping

Tommy Camphell
Concrete
Contractors

(432) 466-0623
(432) 935-3644

2006 Runnels
Big Spring, TX 79720

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.
Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
261-5114

sTUCCO
" DRIVEWAYS
IE SIDEWALKS

emalHT] S

BLOCK FENCES
Chico and Sons

Concrete
(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez

Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

Carpet Tile Laminate Hardwood Vinyl
“All instock carpet
ON SALE!”

Come see us @ 2810 E.FM 700

Monday - Friday
9am - 5pm
432-268-0008

Hopper
Homes

s

" the carpet store
6609

CONCRETE m HOME IMPROVEMENT m Home mprovement T HOME IMPROVEMENT

J. T. Builders

Remodeling * Drywall
Ceramic Tile  Electrical
Plumbing * Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways * Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
v (432) 213-0882 Cell
& (432) 935-6310 Res.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

L&R
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions,
Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone,
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets,
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540

or E-mail us at
Irconstruction@suddenlink.net

10831

HOME IMPROVEMENT INTERNET SERVICES LANDSCAPING

Home Repair
Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install

Free Estimates

432-816-6282

11338

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST INBIG SPRING

*Residential - Commercial
+Chainlink -Metal
*Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

nnnnn

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101NW 2nd St Big Spring, X

Westex Telecom
High Speed DSL
OR
Dial-Up Internet Access

Local
Customer Service

268-8800

31611

Gibbs Remodeling

New home Construction ¢
Room Additions
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing
Ceramic Tile « Installation &
Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing

N2
Wood & "
Chainlink

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling ¢ Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing
Kitchen & Bath Specialist
BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

RS
HOME REPAIR

Custom Wood Decks,

Remodel, Carpenter,

Painting, Plumbing,
Minor Electrical

FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

GARAGE SALE HOME IMPROVEMENT HOUSE LEVELING

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

‘HERALD

Smith

Remodeling
All Your Remodel &
Repair Needs
Custom Kitchens
& Baths

Call Ric

432-511-2004

12461

B & B House Leveling

Foundation Repair
Solid Slab « Pier & Beam < Concrete Piers

Insurance Claims Welcome

“Family Owned and Operated 50 Years"
San Angelo, TX

6942

329-693-17517
Or Toll Free

1-866-693-7757

We Dig
And Move
Trees, Lot
Clearing.

Call Us For Your Landscaping Needs
Decker Farm Supply

& Nursery
Stanton ¢ 756-3444

Hal
LAWN SERVIGE
* Weed Eating
* Edging * Mowing

CALL HENRY
(432) 268-3065

10733

MOW YARDS AND ALLEYS
HAULING, TILLING,
TREE TRIMMING,
CLEAR STORAGE SHEDS,
0DD JOBS

cALL 267-5460 OR
CELL 816-6150

Scoggin Lawn Service

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed $25.00
Big Spring Area
264-9515

¢ Hedge Trimming ¢ Tree Trimming
¢ Flower Beds Cleaned e Alleys Cleaned
¢ All Types Of Hauling
o All Types Of Odd Jobs

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
or 432-558-0281

Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

12352

RESTAURANT U LawnSemiice Rl NAILSALON __J Olfield Service

CLIP AND BRING IN FOR $1.° OFF MEAL
M-Th - 11:00 am-2:00 pm * 4:30 pm-8:00 pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:00 am-8:30 pm Sunday - 11:00 am-8:00 pm

432-267-2895

12577

Top Notch
Lawn Service

Lawnse Trees®Shrubs
Flower BedseSprinkler Repair
Alleys Cleaned & Mowed
Commercial & Residential

Brad (432) 213-0031

Experienced - Quality Work
Satisfaction Guaranteed

12518

Pro Spa Nail Salon

L A)-
W

Pedicure: $21.99

Manicure: $11.99

Full Set: $20.00 & up

Refill: $13.99 & Up
SPECIAL

Solar Nails: $29.00

111EMarcyDr.Ste 110  (432)263-6245

(Next To Wal-Mart)

Southwestern A-1 Pest
Control

Since

1954
(432) 263 - 0441

Max F. Moore
2008 Birdwell Lane
Swa 1 pC .COM New Website

mm@swalpe.com  Check It Out !!

L.C. Sandblasting Inc
Oilfield Service

432-213-3399

Sandblasting Coating/Painting
Backhoe Tank Repair

Dirt Work Fiberglass Repair
Dump Truck  Welding

Landon Wegner

12527

RENTALS REALTY A G YOUR AD [ WEB DESIGNS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

Houses ¢ Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

Reduced
1003, 1011 E. 11th

11th Place Shopping
Center For Sale

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

‘HERALD

it

Broker /| Owner

1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Iac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

SUBSCRIPTION

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE
THE BIG SPRING
HERALD
DELIVERED?

CALL

432-263-1331

Four Seasons
Insulation & Siding

7 Specializing In

Wall Insulation
Thermal
Replacement

Gall 264-8610

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.
For Tree Trimming
and removal.

Call
Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

o
©
™

THIS SPAGE
COULD BE
YOURS

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

web designing and hosting
www.bondwebs.com

Lane Bond
2605 Ann Drive
Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 263-4033
(432) 213-0391 cell

lane@bondwebs.com

WINDOW TINT

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600

26942

Solar Gaurd
Window Tint
5 year Iimited
warranty

WISIT US ONLINE

www.bigspringherald.com

28560
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More than two decades
ago, after their grown-up
kids had — yet again —
overwatered or underwa-
teredthehouseplantswhile
Rita and Rich Hojnowski
were away on vacation,
Rita got religion.

To heck with those dried-
up, bloated — and boring
— houseplants. She would
grow succulents instead.
They’re freaky and fun
and, best of all, need little
water.

“If nobody waters them,
nothing happens,” says
Hojnowski, a retired medi-
cal technician in Black-
wood, Pa.

Like most gardeners in
the throes of plant infatua-
tion, Hojnowskidownplays
the depth of her involve-
ment with these water-
storing geniuses, things
like sedum, snake plant
and sempervivum, agave,
cactus and ice plant.

First, she confesses to
having “a lot” of succu-
lents, then “750 inside and
afew more outside.” Turns
out she’s pushing 1,000,
down from a onetime high
of 1,500.

You'd never guess from
the front of the house,
which features grass and
uniform rows of purple
and red annuals. But in the
back, her succulents reach
across the greenhouse
aisle like vines in a jungle.
They weave a chunky tap-
estry in the perennial beds
and around the gazebo.

Even the humble wood-
shed near the pool is
topped with a succulent
green roof. In late June,
it was a rainbow crew cut
up there; Hojnowski, a
member of the Philadel-
phia Cactus and Succulent
Society, spends many an
hour standing on concrete
blocks fussing over it.

“This is my main interest
now,” she says, indulging
in understatement once
again.

Must be contagious, be-
cause succulents — both
the tender ones that come
inside for the winter in
our region and the hardy
ones that can take frost —
seem more popular than
ever. That’s certainly true
at the Philadelphia Flower
Show, where succulent en-
tries in competitive class-
es jumped from 357 in 2001
to 1,356 this year.

And it’s true at garden
centers like Marano’s, a
fixture in Fort Washing-
ton, Pa., for 48 years, says
Joe Marano Jr., whose
mother, Joanne, won
many flower show awards
for her succulents. He sells
and grows lots of variet-
ies, including “the dark-
ly dramatic burgundy-
black Aeonium arboreum
Zwartkop, the chalky blue
Senecio and the rosy-gold,
chubby-cheeked  Sedum
nussbaumerianum.

Succulents are adored for
their texture and architec-
ture. They can be spiked
or matted, shiny or frost-
ed, hairy, prickly, velvety
or webbed. Some curl into
tiny, elegant rosettes or
huge paddles; others form
wide fans, fat spears, or
sharp pirate swords.

The colors are memora-
ble, too: chartreuse, pink
and rust, cream and sage,
magenta and pearly blue-
gray. And the flowers —
though mostly small, un-
complicated, and anathe-
ma to fans of “flower flash”
— are a bright blink in the
sunshine, nonetheless.

“Succulents are just fun.
They’re different. They
look like aliens,” Marano
says, noting that the grow-
ing interest in drought-
tolerant plants and water-
wise, xeriscape gardens
has fueled the public appe-

tite for succulents.

“And people lead such
busy lives,” he adds.
“They don’t have time to
take care of containers.
They want to put them on
the patio. No fuss.”

Or, at least, little fuss.
And not just in contain-
ers.

Though sun-loving suc-
culents have shallow roots
that dry out quickly, they
can withstand long dry
spells, even drought, by
storing water in their
fleshy leaves and stems.
They’re remarkably free
of disease and pests and
thrive in well-draining,
otherwise poor, soil.

Among the most popu-
lar hardy succulents are
sedums, commonly called
stonecrops, and sempervi-
vums, known as hens and
chicks or simply “semps.”

There are more than 800
sedums out there. Many,
like the needle-shaped,

Philadelphia Inquirer photo/Bonnie Weller
Rita Hojnowski holds one of her prized plants, a
sansevieria golden hahnii, in Blackwood, N.J.

golden yellow ‘Angelina’
and the aptly named ‘Blue
Spruce,’ areprolific ground
covers. Others, like the
salmon-flowered ‘Autumn
Joy’ and the newer, purple
‘Black Jack,” bloom late in
the season. They're tall,
well suited for the back of
a border.

“They’re hardy perform-
ers, they’re beautiful, they
bloom their hearts out,
are fairly easy to repro-
duce, and they spread eas-
ily through your garden,”
says Debra Lee Baldwin,
author of “Designing With
Succulents, published last
year by Timber Press.

The same could be said
for “semps,” of which there
are about 4,000 kinds. Like
sedums, they’re also natu-
ral candidates for green
roofs and rock gardens.

In fact, says rock-garden
expert Gwen Moore Ke-
laidis, “Sempervivums are
essential to the rock gar-
den. You can stuff them
anywhere. They will fill
any spot ... and they’re
good for ‘knitting’ the
rocks, making them look
like they’re closer together
than they are.”

Kelaidis, author of “Har-
dy Succulents: Tough
Plants for Every Climate,
published in March by Sto-
rey, has 30 border sedums
inher small Denver garden
and 200 sempervivums,
many in containers.

And just as Hojnowski

is smitten with her green
roof, Kelaidis is enamored
of her burgeoning “sem-
pervivum lawn.” She’s fill-
ing a former grass patch
30 feet long and 3 feet wide
with hens and chicks. Few
tasks, for her, are more de-
lightful.

Says Kelaidis: “You have
to buy green ones and red
ones, green ones with red
tips and red ones with
green tips, ones with little
rosettes and ones with big
rosettes, ones with fuzzy
tips on leaves and ones
that are velvet or have lit-
tle hairs.”

It’s not as expensive as it
sounds, for succulents are
easily divided. Hens and
chicks, especially so. Just
pluck the chick from the
hen and plant it or give it
away.

Cheap (you might say
“cheep”) trick, one that
comes in handy when ra-
tionalizing one’s horticul-
tural spending habits.

“Compared to going
out to dinner, plants are
cheap,” says Kelaidis. “So
you make tuna casserole
for dinner and buy your-
self some more sedums.”

Like Gwen Moore Kelaid-
is, who’s building a “sem-
pervivum lawn” in Colo-
rado, Rita Hojnowski is
converting more and more
lawn to succulent garden.

“Pretty soon my husband
won’t have anything to
mow,” she says.

GUN & BLADE SHOW

MIDLAND
JULY 26 & 27 |

Sat. 9-5
Sun. 10-5

Horseshoe
Arena

SILVER SPUR TRADE SHOWS
Kim 806-253-1322

www siivers purgunshows_com

en?

Hojnowski’s a hopeless
lawn-grabber because she
can’t resist new sedums
and “semps,” delospermas
(ice plant) and jovibarbas.
And because they eas-
ily divide or make babies,
called chicks or rollers or
pups, she’s got aready sup-
ply of plants for her green
roof.

“Pup, in the succulent
world, is even a verb.
Here’s Debra Lee Bald-
win’s description of the
Agave parryi: “Itlooks like
an enormous artichoke,
and it’ll pup for you. You
get babies. Then you have
a mother artichoke and
baby artichokes. Imag-
ine a giant gray artichoke
with black margins and a
black terminal spine.

“That’s your statement
plant,” she says.

Statements like that help
explain succulents’ appeal.
They’re such fun.

and lives in the gard
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Philadelphia Inquirer photo/Bonnie Weller
Rita Hojnowski, in the greenhouse at her home in Blackwood, N.J., holds one of her prized plants, a variety of
snake plant, or mother-in-law’s tongue.

To propagate a border
sedum, just pull it apart
and replant. For a sem-
pervivum, take a chick
from the mother hen and
lay it on top of the ground.
Or pluck a chick with
about an inch of runner
attached. Make a hole in
the soil with a pencil, stick
the chick with runner into
the hole, and crimp as you
would a pie crust.

What could be easier?
Certainly not pie crust.

Forgo water-retaining,
organic mulch in favor of

crushed rock in a natural
color, pea gravel, marbles
or beads. Kelaidis uses
shredded pine needles
the first year to suppress
weeds.

Don’t water, except to get
new chicks settled in, and
don’t be afraid to “mulch
plants with plants,” Ke-
laidis says. That means
putting low-growing suc-
culents “cheek to jowl”
with other plants to help
with weeds and water
evaporation.

Medicine CEnTER

‘PHARMAcy

Delivery Service Available
Paul Kennemur RPH
Pharmacist

1001 S. Gregg - (432) 263-7316
M-F 8:45-5:45 Sat. 9-1

25382

Child abuse or neglect

Warning signs of abuse:

Suspect physical abuse when you see...

Frequent injuries such as bruises, cuts, black eyes or burns, especially when the child cannot adequately

explain their causes

Burns or bruises in an unusual pattern that may indicate the use of an instrument or a human bite; cigarette

burns on any part of the body

Frequent complaints of pain without obvious injury
Aggressive, disruptive and destructive behavior

Lack of reaction to pain

Passive, withdrawn, emotionless behavior

Fear of going home or seeing parents

Injuries that appear after the child has not been seen for several days
Unseasonable clothes that may hide injuries to arms or legs

You are responsible for your child's safety

If you permit your child to be in a situation where he or she may be injured, then you may be prosecuted for

child abuse. The fact that the abuser is a parent or other family member does not remove your obligation to

protect the child.

If you are frightened for your own safety or that of your child, call 911 or 1-800-252-5400.

If you are uneasy about your own behavior toward your child, you can call the Parents Anonymous toll-free

hotline at: 1-800-554-2323.

You are legally responsible for the care of your child. You must provide your child with safe and adequate

food, clothing, shelter, protection, medical care and supervision, or else you must arrange for someone else

to provide these things. Failure to do so may be considered neglect

If you suspect abuse:
Don't try to investigate

Don't try to confront the abuser

DO report your reasonable suspicions

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services Violence Hotline: 1-800-252-5400

Parents anonymous Hotline: 1-800-252-5400

Locally Call-Victim Service: 263-3312
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Lost and Found

LOST FEMALE puppy, 1/2 Pit
bull, caramel brown, white face
& paws, has red collar. Call
(432)213-6255 or 213-6254.

MISSING!! LOST dog, female,
medium, black hair. Last seen,
3404 E. FM 700 on Monday,
7/14. Please call
(432)264-6156, (432)935-9405,
(432)935-3792.

Miscellaneous

100% ALL leather 5pc Living
Room Set. Complete wi/tables.
Lifetime warranty. Never used,
in Crates. List $2999 Must sell
$650. 806-549-3110.................
COMPLETE NEW 5pc bed-
room set. Still boxed. Worth
$1300, take $475. Can del.
806-438-0081.

1990 CAJUN bass ski boat. 2
depth finders, trolley motor,
150 horse Mariner outboard.
New seats, stereo, easy hitch
trailer, includes tube & skis.
$5,500 0.B.O. Call
(432)816-3030.

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches,
Candelabras and florals. FREE
DELIVERY. Year 2000 prices.
Call Grishams (432)267-8191.

CALIFORNIA KING orthopos-
ture mattress set. BRAND
NEW, $275. Flame resistant.
806-549-3110........ccceeeeveicnnnnn,
King 7-pc bedroom suite, solid
wood. List $3450. Sell $799.
Matt. Included. Can del.
806-438-0081.

DINETTE SET & 4 chairs, solid
wood, TILE TOP, Boxed, can
take $250. 806-549-3110..........
BRAND NEW Select Number
air mattress, dual control, ad-
just comfort level, must move
$895. 806-438-0081.

ELECTRIC WHEEL Chair.
Never been used. Brand new
batteries. Excellent condition.
Price Negotiable. Call
(432)267-9510.

G.E. AIR Conditioner/heater
combo, like in a motel $150.00.
Works Good. Working in Big
Spring. Call 405-623-8698.

GIGANTIC RECLINER fits 2
people, Great for father's day,
lays completely down. Brand
new. Warranty. List $799, sell
$475. 806-549-3110.................
RECTANGLE PUB with leaf &
4 chairs, other chairs avail.,
dark oak finish, retails $2900,
Sell $695. 806-549-3110.

STEEL BUILDINGS

20x20, 30x40, 50x100,100x100
Up to 50% off on erected
Completed projects
WWWw.scg-grp.com

Source#10R

432-413-3454

Mobile Homes

MUST BE MOVED- Large
Doublewide- 3 Bdrm, 2 bath
with 2 living areas. $59,500.00.
Call (432)756-3865, 634-6414.

FAMILY PET Goats. Females
& Males, Babies and Adults.
Boar Goats. Please call
(432)816-1540 for more info.

NEW
MAHINDRA
TRACTORS

6011 E. Hwy. 80
Midland, TX
(Take exit 144 off 1-20,
located on N. Service Rd.
of Bus. 20.)

Full service dealership
Hours 8am-6pm M-F
8am-noon Sat.
CULTIVATE YOUR DREAMS
0% interest up to 60 Months on
selected models. Mahindra
Tractors have better traction,
stability and control. Mahindra
will push more, pull more and

lift more.
www.beenetractors.com

SHOW GOATS for Sale-
Championship Breeding.
Ready Now. Call

(432)267-3385 or 940-8000.

FAMILY PET Goats. Females
& Males, Babies and Adults.
Boar Goats. Please call
(432)816-1540 for more info.

Full Blooded Border Collies
for sale. $150. each. For info
call (432)466-3957.

GERMAN SHEPHERD pup-
pies. AKC papers. 6 weeks
old, $325. each, with white fe-
male pup. $750, or o.b.o.
(432)517-0078.

Real Estate for Rent

Real Estate for Rent
ROOMS FOR Rent. 1-$500.00

month  plus  deposit and
1-$400.00 month plus deposit.
For more information call

Henry, 432-213-4444.

SOUTH PLAINS APTS
1,2, & 3 Bdrms.
432-714-4840

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT
2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring
432-263-2292
1 & 2 Bedrooms

THE OFFICE Building, 710
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250.
per month with bills paid. Call
(432)770-5656 or
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

COLORADO

ELK HUNTING and
TROUT FISHING
within 5 min. from

this irrigated 35 ac’s.

Stream, Mtn. Views

South Fork Co.
$319,000
970-946-4633

11945

BEAUTIFUL
GARDEN
COURTYARD

+ Swimming Pool
* Private Patios
+ Carports
« Appliances
+ Most Utilities
Paid
» Senior Citizens
Discount
+ 1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished

PARKHILL
TERRACE |
| APARTMENTS £

© 800 W. Marcy Drive
263-5555

267-5444

1409 MT. VERNON. 3 Bed-
room, 1 bath, NEW kitchen,
large living area, CH/A, laundry
room, fenced yard. 12 Month
Lease. $700. Month, $700. de-
posit. Call 432-263-8005,
816-1330.

COLORADA CITY- 4 Bdrms, 3
bath, 3 car garagae, CH/A. Call
for more information
325-242-0582, 325-728-5846
leave message.

COVERED CAR lot and office
for rent. Lighted and secure.

Great Location. Call
(432)264-8924 for more de-
tails.

REMINISCE INN

Sterling City, Texas
42 miles South of Big Spring
on Hwy 87 North
Rooms for RENT:
Daily & Weekly Rates
325-450-5455
Denise Turner

BARCELONA APARTMENTS
3299 MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

538 Westover

263-1252

1107 MULBERRY 3/1 with 720
square foot 2 bay shop.
$59,500.00. Owner will finance
with 10% down. $520 Monthly.
Call (512)940-5200 or
(432)631-8100.

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

BEAUTIFUL 4 bedroom, 2
bath, 2,375 sq. ft. home on 5
acres! Coahoma Schools, 2
fenced pastures, barn w/ 2 cor-
rals, storage building.
$182,000. Call (432)393-5694.

BUSINESS FOR Sale by
Owner. Unlimited income pos-
sibilities. Hair salon, tanning
salon & boutique. Established
business in great location. Seri-
ous buyers only!
(433)816-6228.

e D M—" == -
BY OWNER- 2500 sq feet-
Two Story 3/2. 2505 Broadway
St. (off Thorpe) County Like
Setting. Huge trees, workshop,
gazebo, dead end street, al-
most 1 acre. $169,900. Must
See. Quiet Neighborhood. Call
432-935-4111 or 935-1833.

BY OWNER/ No Financing:
Coahoma ISD, 2 bdr., 1 bath
house on approx. half acre.
Call 432-267-2907.

FORSAN ISD. Completely re-
modeled, 3 large bedrooms, 2
baths, new appliances, on 3
acres. Serious inquires only.
$135,000. Call (432)264-9026
or 466-2251.

OWNER FINANCED-Easy
Terms. 1307 Mt. Vernon, 510
State Street, and 3450 Ranch
33. Call TruStar Realty
(432)264-8166.

1804 SETTLES- 2 Bdrm, 1
bath, fenced backyard. Needs
a littte TLC. $16,000.00. No
Owner Financing. Call
(409)553-1373, (409)553-0011.

1998 OAKCREEK Mobile
Home 18X80 in Forsan ISD-
MUST BE MOVED. 3 Bdrm, 2
bath. Like New in. $40,000.00
OBO. No Owner Financing.
Call (432)457-0160.

2210 MERRILY- 4 Bdrm, 1-1/2
bath, storage shed. Kentwood
School. $95,000.00. Also have
2106 Grace- 3 Bdrm, 2 bath

CH/A. Forsan ISD. $88,000.
No Owner Finance, possibly
closing costs. Call

(432)816-8970.

2513 CENTRAL. 3 bedroom, 2
bath, one car garage, newly re-
modeled with new kitchen cabi-
nets, tile floors, paint, and up-

dated bathrooms. Ready to
Move In! $99,750. Call
(432)816-1330.

2715 CENTRAL Drive 3/2 with
fireplace, fenced yard and
shop. $139,500.00. Owner will
finance with 10% down. $1215.
Monthly. Call (512)940-5200 or
(432)631-8100.

3/2 Home 2400 sq. feet with
double garage on .8 acres near
Tubbs addition. Forsan ISD.
$169,500.00. Additional acre-
age available. Possible Owner
Financing. 512-940-5200,
432-631-8100.

3241 DREXEL Ave. 3/2, ga-
rage, fireplace and fenced
yard. $99,500.00. Owner will
Finance with 10% down.
$865.00 Monthly. Call
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.
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TexSCAN Week of JULY DRIVERS: 13 DRIVERS needed Sign-On MISCELLANEOUS
bonus 35-42cpm, Earn over $1000 weekly. Excel- N
JUIy 20, 2008 lent benefits, Need CDL- A & 3 months recent ~ AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for high
AUCTIONS OTR. 1-800-635-8669, Melton Truck Lines paying aviation maintenance career. FAA ap-

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION: Texas
Statewide 250+ homes must be sold! Free Catalog
1-800-489-8503, www. USHomeAuction.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ALL CASH CANDY Route. Do you earn
$800 in a day? Your own local candy route
30 machines and candy. All for $9,995. 1-888-
625-5481. Multi Vend, LLC

WANT TO OWN your own franchise? www.
MyFranchisePath.com will help you for free
Call 1-800-420-0819 or e-mail ownafranchise@
franthis.com. Our experts match you with the
right opportunity

DRIVERS

CDL-A TEAMS WANTED. Split $1.06 per
mile. $1100/week. minimum. per driver. O/O
teams $2.45/mile. $1,000 bonus. SLT Express-
way, 1-800-835-9471 ext 229

DRIVER: TANGO TRANSPORT Dedicated
and Regional divisions now hiring van drivers for
OTR and regional accounts. Start up to 38¢ mile
Great home time, Family medical/dental, 401k,
Paid vacation. CDL-A with 15 month experience.
Apply by phone 1-877-826-4605

DRIVERS- CDL- A The grass is Greener at PTL
Students with CDL welcome - excellent training
program. Company drivers earn up to 46¢ cpm
Owner Operators earn $1.42 cpm. meet age require-
ment, 12 mos OTR, No forced northeast! Company
drivers call: 1-800-848-0405. Owner operators call:
1-877-774-3533. www.ptl-inc.com

DRIVERS- FLATBED 44¢/mile recent average,
all miles paid. Immediate openings. New Peterbilts
trucks available (to those who qualify, while supplies
last)1-800-771-6318

DRIVERS-STUDENTS: DRIVE a Big Rig!
Sponsored Training/Tuition Reimbursement
available! Possible $40K 1st year! Experienced
drivers Ask about our $5000 Sign-On! www
ffeinc.com 1-800-569-9232.

DRIVERS-WE HAVE miles and freight!
Positions available ASAP! Class A-CDL with
tank endorsement required. Top pay and pre-
mium benefits. Call 1-877-484-1041 or visit,
www.oakleytransport.com.

SGT IS HIRING OTR drivers! Call now! Driver
referral bonus paid to anyone! EZ money! Call Paul
for details at 1-713-674-4206!

EDUCATION/SCHOOLS

CAN YOU DIG it? Heavy equipment school
3 week training program. Backhoes, bulldozer,
trackhoes. Local job placement asst. Starting
digging dirt now. 1-866-362-6497

INCREASE YOUR RAILROAD hiring poten-
tial! Train at NARS, Overland Park, KS. Complete
training 4-8 weeks. Average salary $63K. Lender
info available. Conductor, Electrical/Mechanical,
Freight Car, Signal, Welder. 1-800-228-3378
www.RailroadTraining.com

HELP WANTED

HOST FAMILIES SOUGHT for foreign
exchange students, 15-18 years old. Has own
spending money and insurance. Call today!
American Intercultural Student Exchange, 1-800-
SIBLING. ww.aise.com

HOST AN EXCHANGE student. Open your heart
and home to high school students from around the
world! Local EF Foundation seeks host families
1-800-699-0560, www.effoundation.org.

INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL EXCHANGE
Representative: Earn supplemental income placing
and supervising high school exchange students
Volunteer host families also needed. Promote world
peace! 1-866-GO-AFICE or www.afice.org

HOMES FOR SALE

7BR/4BA HUD $19,812! 3BR/2BA only
$10,000! 5SBR/3BA only $10,886! FORE-
CLOSURES & BANK REPOS!These Homes
Must Selll For local BNT listings call 1-800-
544-6258 ext. 9847

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION: Texas
Statewide 250+ homes must be sold! Free Catalog
1-800-489-8503, www.USHomeAuction.com

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

SCOOTERS & POWER WHEELCHAIRS.
Did you know in most cases Medicare, Med-
icaid and Insurance pay 100% of the cost? Call
Melissa or Jon for details. 1-800-606-9860
www.medcaremedicalsupply.com.

proved program. Financial aid if qualified. Job
placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute
of Maintenance, 1-888-349-5387

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers, Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-866-
858-2121, www.CenturaOnline.com

POOLS

POOL DISTRIBUTOR MUST sell it’s entire
inventory of overstocked family-sized pools! Hugh
19°x31° with sundeck, fence, filter, ladders. Now
only $799! 100% financing. W.A.C. Installation
extra. Homeowners call us 24/7! 1-800-852-7946

REAL ESTATE

FORECLOSURE SPECIAL! 100+ Acre CO
Ranch for $49,900 Year-round roads, utilities
Access to 6,000+ acre recreation land. Call
1-866-OWN-LAND x 4391

MONTANA RANCH! 640 acres was: $599,900

Now: $449,900. Limited time offer! BLM nearby, great
hunting and views. Easy access and power. Call now!
1-877-229-7840 wiww. WesternSkiesLand.com

NICE LAKE House. South
Lake Thomas. 1-3 Bdrm, 5 lots,
storage’s, garage and carport.
Needs work. $35,000.00 cash.
Call 254-842-5611 leave mes-
sage.

REALLY COOL House and
Barn- Forsan ISD. 2/2, fenced
yard, 8 stall barn, enclosed
large feed and tack room,
working round pen, arena and
RV cover. By appointment only
432-714-4555.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No
Problem. Call (512)940-5200,
432-631-8100.

Vehicles

2005 HONDA Shadow  Spirit
(Motorcycle)  750cc, 8,000
miles. Garage kept. Great Con-

dition. New back tire.
$4,000.00 OBO. Call
432-213-0619.

PRICE REDUCED!!!!1mn
2002 Yamaha Roadstar Sil-

verado. Like new condition.
15000 Miles on bike, 800 miles
on tires. Call after 6:30pm cell
(432)553-3876 or
(432)267-1090.

CITY OF BIG SPRING
ADVERTISEMENT AND
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
The City of Big Spring, Texas will
receive competitive sealed propos-
als for Construction
Manager-at-Risk in regard to the
construction of the Comanche
Trail Golf Course Pro Shop.
Sealed proposals (prepared ac-
cording to the Request for propos-
als) may be sent to Todd Darden,
City of Big Spring, 310 Nolan, Big

Spring, Texas 79720.

The selection of the Construction
Manager-at-Risk will be a One
Step Process in compliance with
the provisions of the Local Govern-
ment Code §271.117.

The Requests for Proposals will be
opened in the City Hall Council
Chambers, 307 E. 4th St., Big
Spring, Texas at 2:00 p.m., local
time, Wednesday, August 6, 2008.
Proposals received prior to this
time will be securely kept, un-
opened. Proposals received after
closing time will be returned un-
opened. Proposals will be evalu-
ated and presented to the City
Council for award at a later date.
Proposal packets will be available
beginning July 22, 2008 and may
be picked up at the office of Todd
Darden, Assistant City Manager,
City of Big Spring, 310 Nolan, 2nd
Floor, Big Spring, Texas, 79720.
Phone: 432-264-2500 Fax:
432-263-8310.

The City of Big Spring reserves the
right to reject any or all proposals
and to waive any or all formalities.
City of Big Spring

Todd Darden, Asst. City Mgr.
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BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Youthful vigor charac-
terizes this moon-in-Aries

day. With
the two
luminaries,

the sun and
moon, nNow
in fire signs,
it's as if
we've tapped
the unstop-

pable life
force of all HoLIDAY
things -- the MATHIS

battery

charger of

the uni-

verse. This invigorating
energy rouses some folks
to action, others turn
exceptionally perky, and
yet others go like
Energizer bunnies.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You have sound ideas
about financial manage-
ment and anyone would
benefit from following
your advice, most of all
you. Tonight features
lively interaction and
memorable, maybe even
prophetic, dreams.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You are sensitive to
your surroundings, kind
and very sympathetic to
those going through a
rough time. Realize that
not everyone will be like
you, and try to tolerate
the oblivious people, too.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Self-discipline isn't a
matter of forcing yourself
to do what you don't want
to do; rather, it's about
building rewards so lus-
cious that you can't help
but follow through with
your desired behavior.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). With an enhanced
ability to organize the
future, you'll create sce-
narios so grand that even
you are not sure if you'll
be able to pull them off.
Do leave room for sponta-
neous magic in those
plans!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Some thoughts you wish
you hadn't thought.
You're right not to believe
or even own those
thoughts; however, do try
to understand them.
Intellectual exploration
leads you to the knowl-
edge that your heart is
pure.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). It's easier to mind
your own business when
you make your business
all about pleasure. Focus
on looking forward to the
juicy parts of your day,
and finding a new, more
positive way to think of
the rest.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
You're probably still in
the mode where you feel
you must say "yes" to
every paying opportunity
-- and, well, it can't hurt.
Not only are your
finances improving, but
every new responsibility
opens a world to you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Your enthusiasm is
reignited by a rare find --
you'll be adding to your
collection, which is
always a thrill. Tonight
features the chance to
show off your internation-
al flair to someone who
can appreciate it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). The minute you
find yourself trying to
manage someone else's
problem, you're off pur-
pose -- a lonely place to
be. Stick to fulfilling your
own desires. It's not self-

ish, it's necessary.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). This game does-
n't suit you. Changing the
players only has a mini-
mal affect and it's not last-
ing. The best and easiest
way to change the game is
to change the rules.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18). There is a link
between material abun-
dance and spiritual grace.
Often somewhere along
the quest for one, the
other hops on for a ride.
You don't have to give up
your money to find your
soul.

PISCES (Feb. 19-
March 20). The accom-
plishment you're trying to
pull off is daunting, per-
haps because you know
that its completion will
start a chain reaction and
your life will never be the
same. Let that idea moti-
vate you to march on.

ASTROLOGICAL QUES-
TIONS: "My birth date is
6/2/61. I'm beginning a
relationship with a man
born 4/19/60. We both had
bad pasts and problems
trusting. Other areas are
awesome. Can we over-
come our obstacles and
make a real go out of our
relationship, or are we
just playing with each
other?"

Difficulty getting over
past hurts is not uncom-
mon. Dear Gemini, how
will you ever know if this
relationship is meant to
be if you don't dip your
pinky toe back in the
water? Notice I said pinky
toe. You're in the dating
pool, which means
respect the shallow water,
please. Perhaps with your
history it's best not to
jump in with both feet, or
dive in to do a face plant,
but ever so gently, gradu-
ally ease in. Follow your
curiosity. Ask questions,
learn about this person,
get inside his head and
get to know him. As a
Gemini, you love learn-
ing. Find out where your
interests and his overlap.
Don't worry about
whether it will work out
long-term and instead
focus on having a good
time. Have fun. In fact,
that's exactly how many
of us have found our-
selves in a really good
thing that neither person
wants to end.

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Jennifer Lopez is a Leo
sun sign hot mama with
her moon in Aries. With
these luminaries in fire
signs, she's double hot,
but what does the moon
say about her mothering
style? Aries moon moms
are like protective mama
bears, are great in an
emergency and basically
defend their kids with her
life. Independence and
courage are the values
she'll nurture in her chil-
dren.

Holiday Mathis is the
author of "Rock Your
Stars." If you would like to
write to her, please go to
wwuw.creators.com  and
click on "Write the Author"
on the Holiday Mathis
page, or you may send her
a postcard in the mail. To
find out more about
Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.

NEW TO MARKET Colorado Mountain
Ranch. 35 Acres-$39,900. Priced for quick
sale. Overlooking a majestic lake, beautifully
treed, 360 degree mountain views, adjacent to
national forest. EZ Terms. 1-866-353-4810

PRIME LAND NEAR Ruidoso, NM. 140 acre parcels
from $995/acre. Power, gravel roads, excellent horse
property, borders national forest. May split. Owner
financing! 1-877-289-6650. www.swproperties.com

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

Statewide Ad
303 Newspapers, 1,017,914 Circulation

North Region Onl $195

98 Newspapers, 276,893 Circulation
South Region Onlx

103 Newspapers, 488,623 Circulation

West Region Only $195

102 Newspapers, 252,398 Circulation

To Order: Call This Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service at
1-800-749-4793 Today!

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Conunission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

ATTENTION

THE BIG SPRING
HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

DON’T PAY

to find work before
you get the job. For
free information
about avoiding
employment service
scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,
Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information
Center, 800-876-7060.

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act of
1988 which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference limi-
tation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex or
national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for
real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an
equal opportunity basis.
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"Why not check this out? At the library

he Friends of the
Library will meet
at noon Thurs-
day, July 24, at
the library. Members will

be planning for the book

sale that
will take
place in
September,
here at the
library.
Member-
ship is only
$10 per per-
son and $15
for a couple.
Please be
advised that
members
have the privilege of see-
ing what comes in to the
sale! You don’t have to be

HoLLis
MCcCRIGHT

retired to be member, just
lovers of books and the
library. We want you to be
a member.

In a review from Pub-
lisher’s Weekly, journal-
ist Lily Koppel found the
inspiration for this book,
after discovering Flor-
ence Wolfson’s diary in
a Manhattan dumpster.
Koppel eventually locates
Florence in Florida and
surprises the 90-year-old
with this artifact from
her past, which reveals
her views on growing up
as an intelligent, ambi-
tious and creative teen-
ager on the Upper West
Side of Manhattan in the
1930s. Florence received
the diary as a present on

her 14th birthday. She
recorded everything from
her first kiss (with a boy)
to her passion for writing
and art. The diary acts as
a window into a fascinat-
ing and privileged world,
one that Koppel tries to
recreate by writing in a
novelistic way, using no
more than snippets of text
from Florence’s diary and,
we can presume, multiple
interviews as support.
The result, which some
readers may find frustrat-
ing and others reward-
ing, is that the original
inspiration—the diary
itself—becomes no more
than a starting point for a
much larger story: that of
Florence’s life. “The Red

COSSACKS MC

INVITES YOUTO A

DRAWING ‘“ E ’.'I ,.

SON OF COSSACKS BENNY (CHEWY) CLUCK

JOEL CLUCRK

LIVE BAND *** E.M.-T INSIDE

JULY 26, 2008
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Leather Diary” (B HOW F)
by Lily Koppel is available
for checkout.

As the U.S. attorney
general from 1969 to 1972,
John Mitchell was at the
center of the upheavals
of the late 1960s. As AG,
he championed law and
order, desegregated the
South’s public schools
and restored calm after
the Kent State killings. He
would be undone, how-
ever, by Watergate. James
Rosen, in “The Strong
Man” (B MIT J), traces
Mitchell’s life from child-
hood to a prison cell in
Montgomery, Ala., where
ironically he is welcomed
to federal custody by a
man he had appointed.

A riveting tale, the book

is based on some sources
that are heard from for the
first time. For those who
watched the presidency
take a tremendous hit,
you will find this book
most interesting.

Just published in June
of this year is “Black Out
by Lisa Unger (she wrote
“Beautiful Lies”). Annie
Powers leads the perfect
life in Florida with her
husband Gray and their
4-year-old daughter in this
stellar, character-driven,
stand-alone novel. Less
than a decade earlier,
however, Annie was Oph-
elia March, the teenage
captive — or accomplice
— of spree killer Marlowe

Geary. Gray, a partner

in his father’s private
security consultant firm,
tracked Marlowe and
rescued Ophelia after
sending the killer’s car
over a cliff. Reinventing
herself with Gray’s help,
Annie can’t remember

all that happened during
her years with Marlowe,
and she’s prone to panic
attacks and blackouts.
When a strange man ap-
pears on her property,
Annie’s sure Marlowe is
back. As a shady police
detective digs into her
past, Annie must try to
recover the memories she
buried if she’s ever going
to be free from Marlowe.
Unger expertly turns what
could have been a routine
serial-killer story into a
haunting odyssey for An-
nie, dropping red herrings
and clues along the way
until the reader feels as
unsettled as Annie. This
review is from Publisher’s
Weekly.

For a light, refreshing
book, check out Beth
Webb Hart’s “The Wed-
ding Machine.” Welcome
to Jasper, S.C., a place
where Southern hospi-
tality thrives and where
social occasions are done
right. And where, for gen-
erations, the four most
upstanding ladies of this
community ensure that
the daughters of Jasper
are married in the proper

manner. Friends from
school days, “the gals”
have long pooled their
silver, china and know-
how to pull off beautiful
events. They’re a force of
nature, a well-oiled ma-
chine. But the wedding
machine’s gears start to
stick during the summer
their own daughters line
up to tie the knot. In the
low-country heat and
humidity, tempers flare,
old secrets leak out and
both love and gardenias
bloom in unlikely places.
This is a celebration of
life-long friendship — the
kind that endures death
and divorce, accidents
and alligators, hot flashes
and hurricanes. Even
the drama of small-town
Southern weddings done
exactly right.

The library is closed Sat-
urdays through August.
Howard County Library
hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
The Internet/Video room
is closed from noon until
2 p.m. and closes one-half
hour before closing. The
library is located at 500
S. Main St. Our phone
number is 264-2260. The
Web site is www.howard-
county.lib.tx.us.

Hollis McCright is direc-
tor of the Howard County
Library.

On my pillow cloud

ou know that
place where you
are truly asleep,
not just lying
down with your eyes
closed and your ears open,
waiting for a
crisis? It
happens so
rarely. Your
pillow trans-
forms into a
soft cloud,
cradling
your head,
and the
sheets feel
like heaven.
You are nei-
ther too hot
nor too cold
and every brain cell is
enveloped in a dreamy
haze.
hat’s where I was this
morning. I was blissfully
unaware of the daylight
creeping through my win-
dow and never heard my
husband get up. So deep
was my slumber that
drool was dribbling down

LAURA
SNYDER

my cheek and saturating
my pillow-cloud.

Through the pastel-col-
ored haze of my dreamless
sleep, a voice thundered.

“Are you sleeping?”

To be fair, my husband
probably spoke in his nor-
mal tone of voice, but it
sounded like a sonic
boom.

Startled, all the muscles
in my body tensed at the
same time and I jumped
about a foot off the bed.
That movement let a blast
of cold air into my cozy
blanket-cave. I became
aware of the drool on my
pillow-cloud and I vaguely
remember thinking, “Did
someone spill milk on my
pillow?”

When you sleep so deep-
ly, your brain temporarily
empties itself, so upon
awaking, you initially
think you have absolutely
nothing on your schedule
today. What a great feel-
ing that is! You think you
can somehow capture that

pastel-colored fog again
and stay there all day.

Except...there’s this
sonic boom in my bed-
room that won’t go away.

“Are you hungry?”

I throw my wet pillow at
him. “Are you insane!?”

Maybe I am, I thought.
Now I have no pillow-
cloud on which to cradle
my empty head.

“Get up will you? We
have to sign papers at the
bank in 45 minutes.”

I groaned as I felt the
pain of hundreds of pieces
of information flooding
into my brain. I just
wanted my pillow-cloud
back so I could cover my
head and stop the flow.
First the bank, then gro-
cery shopping, dentist
appointment, pay bills,
drum lessons and what
can I make that everyone
will eat for dinner? If1
can hunt down a babysit-
ter, my husband and

See LAURA, Page 7A
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This Date
In History

Today is Wednesday, July 23,
the 205th day of 2008. There are 161
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On July 23, 1967, a week of dead-

ly race-related rioting that claimed
43 lives erupted in Detroit.
On this date:

I REQUEST A SIPEBAR,

SIRE

©2008 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC. WWW.CREATORS.COM

AGNES

LIFEIS JUSTAWILD, W
SCREAMFILLED CARNIVAL
RIDE WITH THE ULTIMATE
DESTINATION OF DEATH.

WWW.coen RS, com

HI AND LOIS

wordbaloon@aol.com

TLL HAVE A
POUBLE scOTeH
ON THE ROcKS

In 1885, Ulysses S. Grant, the
18th president of the United States,
died in Mount McGregor, N.Y., at
age 63.

In 1892, Emperor Haile Selassie
of Ethiopia was born.

In 1914, Austria-Hungary issued
an ultimatum to Serbia following
the Kkilling of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand by a Serb assassin; the
dispute led to World War I.

PARKER—.

In 1945, French Marshal Henri

©2008 TONY COCHRAN Dist. By Creators Syndicate

?  Hey!
SCREAMING
SOUNDS FUN!

Petain, who had headed the Vichy
government during World War II,
went on trial, charged with trea-
son. (He was condemned to death,
but his sentence was commuted;
Petain died in prison on this date
in 1951.)

In 1948, American pioneer film-
maker D.W. Griffith died in Los
Angeles at age 73.

In 1952, Egyptian military offi-
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cers led by Gamal Abdel Nasser
launched a successful coup against
King Farouk I.

In 1958, Britain’'s Queen
Elizabeth II named the first four
women to peerage in the House of
Lords.

In 1977, a jury in Washington
convicted 12 Hanafi Muslims of
charges stemming from the hos-
tage siege at three buildings the
previous March.

In 1982, actor Vic Morrow and
two child actors, 7-year-old Myca
Dinh Le and 6-year-old Renee
Chen, were killed when a helicop-
ter crashed on top of them during
filming of a Vietnam War scene for
“Twilight Zone: The Movie.”
(Director John Landis and four
associates were later acquitted of
manslaughter charges.)

In 1986, Britain’s Prince Andrew
married Sarah Ferguson at
Westminster Abbey in London.
(The couple divorced in 1996.)

Today’s Birthdays: Actress
Gloria DeHaven is 83. Supreme
Court Justice Anthony M. Kennedy
is 72. Actor Ronny Cox is 70. Radio
personality Don Imus is 68.
Country singer Tony Joe White is
65. Rock singer David Essex is 61.
Actor Larry Manetti is 61. Singer-
songwriter John Hall is 60. Actress
Belinda Montgomery is 58. Rock
musician  Blair = Thornton

(Bachman Turner Overdrive) is 58.
Actor Woody Harrelson is 47. Rock
musician Martin Gore (Depeche
Mode) is 47. Actor Eriq Lasalle is
46. Rock musician Yuval Gabay is
45. Rock musician Slash is 43.
Actor Philip Seymour Hoffman is
41. Rock musician Nick Menza is
40. Model-actress Stephanie
Seymour is 40. Actress Charisma
Carpenter is 38. Rhythm-and-blues
singer Sam Watters is 38. Country
singer Alison Krauss is37. Rhythm-
and-blues singer Dalvin DeGrate is
37. Rock musician Chad Gracey
(Live) is 37. Actor-comedian
Marlon Wayans is 36. Country
singer Shannon Brown is 35. Actor
Omar Epps is 35. Baseball player
Nomar Garciaparra is 35. Actress
Stephanie March is 34. Country
musician David Pichette (Emerson
Drive) is 31.
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I HATE THROWIN' STUFF OUT ME Y
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Continued from Page 6A

could go out for dinner and
the kids could eat the TV
dinners. Let’s see, Susie
has Driver’s Ed tonight.
Wendy’s on vacation.
Eliza has a boyfriend...

Stop! Ijust want to stay
in my blanket-cave a little
longer. It’s so...yummy.
But no, it’s too late. The
brain-haze has been pene-
trated. I have to get up.

Still lying on my stom-
ach, I swing both legs
over the side of the bed
with a groan, unwilling to
leave the incredibly warm
softness. Okay legs are
out. Now comes the tough
part: Raising the rest of
my body from its coma-
like state.

Using super-human
strength, I push on the
bed until I am upright and
sit on the bed, rubbing the
sleep out of my eyes and
the drool off my cheek.
One last regretful glance
at my little piece of heav-
en and I'm off to start my
day.

It worries me, some-
times, how much I wanted
to stay in that bed. It
makes me think that if I
were ever bed-ridden for
some reason, I might not
mind so much.

You can reach Laura at
Isnyder@lauraonlife.com
Or visit her Web site wwuw.
lauraonlife.com for more
columns and info about
her books.

News in brief

Air Force B-52 crash

kills Austin-born pilot

AUSTIN (AP) — Maj.
Christopher Cooper, a
33-year-old  Austin-born
pilot, was among those
killed this week in the
crash of a B-52 bomber, 30
miles northwest of Guam’s
Apra Harbor, his father
said.

Cooper was among
the six-member crew
that crashed Monday

morning as the unarmed
Air Force bomber was
making a swing around
the island from Andersen
Air Force Base, as part
of Guam Liberation Day
celebrations. The holiday
marks the observance of
the U.S. military’s arrival
to retake the island from
Japan.

“He was 4-years-old when
he realized he wanted to
fly. I have a picture of
him in a cockpit with his
uncle, who was a B-52
pilot,” Mike Cooper said
in a story in Wednesday’s
online edition of the Austin
American-Statesman.

Air Force authorities
said two bodies were
found after the crash but
they did not release the
names of any of the crew
members. The two crew
members were wearing
their life vests when their
bodies were recovered.
An extensive military and
civilian search continued
to scour vast expanses of
ocean on Tuesday for any
sign of the remaining crew

The One Wav Salon
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members, said the 36th
Wing Commander, Brig.
Gen. Douglas Owens.

The Air Forcesaidaboard
of officers will investigate
the accident.

In 1997, Cooper
completed his studies at
the University of Texas,
finished the Air Force’s
ROTCprogramandbecame
a second lieutenant, his
father said. The Air Force
major had been awarded a
bronze star for his liaison
work with the Army in
Iraq. He had served there
and in Afghanistan, his
father said.

The plane that crashed
Monday was based at
Barksdale Air Force Base
in Louisiana and deployed
to Guam as part of the
Department of Defense’s
continuous bomber
presence mission in the
Pacific.

Theaccidentisthe second
for the Air Force this year
on Guam, a U.S. territory
3,700 miles southwest of
Hawaii. In February, a
B-2 crashed at Andersen
shortly after takeoff in the
first-ever crash of a stealth
bomber. Both pilots ejected
safely.

Inmate set to die for
slaying mom, child
HUNTSVILLE (AP) —
Condemned prisoner
Derrick Sonnier was being
returned tothe Texas death
house Wednesday, seven
weeks after a court order
spared him from lethal
injection and returned
him to a cell on death row.
Sonnier, 40, was set to
die for the slayings of a
suburban Houston woman
and her 2-year-old son
almost 17 years ago.
Melody Flowers, 27, was
stabbed, strangled and
beaten with a hammer
until the handle of the tool
snapped. Her young son,
Patrick, was stabbed eight
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times. Their bodies were
dumped in a bathtub.

Unlike June 3, when a late
appealtothe Texas Court of
Criminal Appeals stopped
his scheduled punishment
about 90 minutes before it
could have been carried
out, lawyers said there
were no appeals pending
in the courts.

“We are not going to be
filing anything on his
behalf at this point,” said
Maurie Levin,aUniversity
of Texas law professor
who works with the Texas
Defender Service, a legal
group that represents
death row prisoners.

The attorneys then had
raised questions whether
the state’s lethal injection
procedures were legal.
The following week, the
Court of Criminal Appeals
rejected the appeal and a
judge in Harris County
set his new death date for
Wednesday.

Sonnier would be the
third Texas inmate to
die this year and the 13th
nationally. Executions
were on hold around the
country for more than
sevenmonthsuntiltheU.S.
Supreme Court in April
rejected an appeal fromtwo
Kentucky prisoners who
argued lethal injection was
unconstitutionally cruel.

Now Sonnier is among
at least 16 prisoners
with execution dates —
including six in August —
in the nation’s most active
death penalty state.

Sonnier, who described
himself as a “moorish
American” on a Web site
where death row inmates
seek pen pals, declined to
speak with reporters in
the weeks preceding each
of his execution dates.

Man admits abusing

teen killed in Oregon

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP)
— A 22-year-old man has
pleaded guilty to sodomy
in a case involving a Texas
girl strangled after an all-
night party last summer in
Oregon.

Shon Jerrod Estes had
chargesofsexualabuseand
attempted rape dropped
in exchange for his plea
Tuesday in Clackamas
County Circuit Court.

Estes was sentenced to 45

days in jail, followed by 24
months of probation.

The state might call on
Estes as a witness in the
death of Dani Countryman,
who was visiting relatives
when her body was found
at an apartment complex
in the Portland suburb of
Milwaukie.

AlejandroRivera Gamboa
and his cousin Gilberto
Javier Arellano are
awaiting trial on charges
of aggravated murder,
attempted rape and
attempted sexual abuse.

It was during the
homicide investigation
that detectives learned

the 15-year-old had been
victimized even before her
death.

Texas grand jury
indicts polygamist
sect members

ELDORADO (AP) —
Polygamist sect leader
Warren Jeffs, already
convicted in Utah of rape
as an accomplice and
awaiting trial in Arizona
on other charges related
to underage marriages, is
now accused of assaulting
a girl in Texas in January
2005.

A grand jury in this tiny
western Texas ranching
community indicted Jeffs
and four of his followers
Tuesday on charges of
felony sexual assault
of a child. Another was
indicted for failing to
report child abuse.

The charges came nearly
two months after the Texas
Supreme Court ruled that
child welfare officials
overstepped when they
took all the children from
the polygamistsect’sranch
in a separate child custody
case. The statehad accused
thesectofforcingunderage
girls into marriage and
motherhood.

While authorities
sorted out the custody
dispute in civil court, law
enforcement continued a
criminal investigation by
sifting through hundreds
of boxes of documents,
photos and family Bibles
seized from the Yearning
For Zion Ranch during an

April raid.
State Attorney General
Greg Abbott said
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five members of the
Fundamentalist Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints are charged
with one count of sexually
assaulting girls under age
17, a felony. One of them,
not the 52-year-old Jeffs,
faces an additional charge
of bigamy.

Abbott said a sixth
member of the FLDS is
charged with three counts
of failure to report child
abuse.

“Our investigation in this
matter is not concluded,”
said the attorney general,
whose office is acting as
the special prosecutor in
the case.

The grand jury will
continue consideration of
other possible criminal
charges on Aug. 21,
according to a person who
spoke on the condition
of anonymity because
proceedings of the panel
are secret by law.

The identities of the
Jeffs’ followers who were
indicted were not released
Tuesday because the
indictments remain sealed
untilauthorities can arrest
the men. Jeffs is in custody
in Arizona.

“There will be an
aggressive effort to
apprehend them,” Abbott
said when asked whether
he was concerned the men
might have fled Texas.

FLDS members have
historically lived around
the Arizona-Utah line and
bought the YFZ ranch in
Eldorado about five years
ago.

ConocoPhillips

profits soar

HOUSTON (AP) — Oil
giant ConocoPhillips
says record crude prices
helped its second-quarter
profit dwarf year-ago
results, when the company
incurred a $4.5 billion
chargerelated to its former
assets in Venezuela.

The Houston-based
company said Wednesday
net income rose to $5.44
billion, or $3.50 a share,
for the April-June period,
from $301 million, or 18
cents a share, in the year-
ago quarter. Revenue
increased to $71.4 billion
from $47.4 billion a year
ago.

On average, Wall Street
analysts surveyed by
Thomson Financial
expected earnings per
share of $3.40.

ConocoPhillips, the third-
largest U.S. oil company,
is the first of the oil
majors to report second-
quarter earnings. Exxon
Mobil Corp. and Chevron
Corp., among others, are
scheduled to report results
next week.

Jail escapee nabbed
swimming in Houston

hotel pool

HOUSTON (AP) — A
slimmed-down murder
suspect who fled jail by
slipping through a vent
has been caught after a
dip in a hotel pool on a hot
summer night in Houston.

Houston police say Darryl
Layne Norris was back in
custody Wednesday.

Norris escaped early
Saturday from the Waller
County Jail in Hempstead.

Sheriff Randy Smith said
Norris, described as 6-foot-
1 and usually about 160
pounds, had lost weight
in recent months. The air
conditioner vent he went
through is less than one
foot wide.

Police say Norris was
captured Tuesday night
after swimming at a Red
Roof Inn. Further details
on what led police to the
moderately priced hotel
were not immediately
available.
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Rice meets N. Korean

diplomat in Singapore

SINGAPORE (AP)
Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice met
North Korea’s top diplomat
here Wednesday, ending a
four-yearhiatusin cabinet-
level contacts between the
Bush administration and
the Stalinist state over its
nuclear program.

Rice and North Korean
Foreign Minister Pak Ui
Chun smiled for photos as
they greeted each otherand
their counterparts from
the four other nations —
China, Japan, Russia and
South Korea — involved in
the effort to get the North to
abandon atomic weapons.
The diplomats were
accompanied by dozens
of aides, and reporters
couldn’t see if Rice and
Pak shook hands.

“I think this is quite
significant,” said Chinese
Foreign Minister Yang
Jiechi. “It shows the six
parties have the political
will to move forward
with the six-party talks
process.”

“We should all
continuously contribute
to the progress of this
process,” Yang added.
“When we look back we
find that because of this
spirit of mutual benefit
and win-win progress, we
havebeen abletoovercome
quite a few difficulties
and we have completed
the implementation of the
initial phase.”

Blacks still rare in top
military ranks, just 10

earn four-star rank

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Sixty years after President
Truman desegregated the
military, senior black
officers are still rare,

AP photo

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, right, and Democratic presidential candi-
date Sen. Barack Obama, D-lll., left, meet in the West Bank town of Ramallah,
Wednesday. A senior Palestinian official says Obama has assured Palestinian lead-
ers he'll get involved in the Mideast conflict quickly, if elected U.S. president.

particularly among the
highest ranks.

Blacks make up about 17
percent of the total force,
yet just 9 percent of all
officers. That fraction falls
to less than 6 percent for
general officers with one
to four stars, according to
data obtained and analyzed
by The Associated Press.

The rarity of blacks in
the top ranks is apparent
in one startling statistic:
Only one of the 38 four-
star generals or admirals
serving as of May was
black. And just 10 black
men have ever gained
four-star rank — five in
the Army, four in the Air
Force and one in the Navy,
according to the Pentagon.

The dearth of blacks in
high-ranking positions
gives younger African-
American soldiers few
mentors of their own
race. And as the overall
percentage of blacks in the
service falls, particularly
in combat careers that lead
to top posts, the situation
seems unlikely to change.

Still, officials this
week can point to some
historic gains by blacks
in the services as the
Pentagon commemorates
Truman’s signing of an
executive order on July
26, 1948, mandating the
end of segregation in the
military.
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House to vote on
mortgage aid, Fannie
Freddie rescue to

calm housing market

WASHINGTON (AP)
The government
would help struggling
homeowners get new,
cheaper loans and be
allowed to offer troubled
mortgage giants Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac a
cash infusion as part of
legislation that aims to
calm the chaotic housing
market.

The House was expected
to vote on the bill
Wednesday, and it could
become law as early as this
week.

The Bush administration
and lawmakers in
both parties teamed to
negotiate the measure,
which pairs Democrats’
top priorities — federal
help for homeowners
facing foreclosure and $3.9
billion for neighborhoods
hit hardest by the housing
crisis — with Republicans’
goal of reining in Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac
while reassuring financial
markets of their stability.

It hands the Treasury
Department power to
extend the government-

sponsored mortgage
companies an unlimited
line of credit and buy an
unspecifiedamountoftheir
stock, if necessary to prop
up Fannie and Freddie.
The two companies back
or own $5 trillion in U.S.
mortgages — nearly half
the nation’s total.

Congressional analysts
estimated Tuesday that
the rescue could cost $25
billion, but predicted
there’s a better than even
chance it won’t be needed
at all.

Christian Bale
arrested on assault;

actor issues denial
LONDON (AP) — The
darkness around Batman
has deepened: While
audiences were shattering
weekend box-officerecords
in the U.S., Christian Bale
was in London, where
his mother and sister
reportedly leveled assault
allegations against the star
of “The Dark Knight” that
have yet to become clear.
Bale said the allegations
were false Tuesday, hours
after the Wales-born actor
was arrested, questioned
by London police and
released on bail. The
34-year-old actor spent
four hours talking with
authorities but was not
charged.

British media reported
that Bale’s mother and
sister told police he
assaulted them at the
Dorchester Hotel in
London on Sunday night,
a day before attending
the European premiere
of “The Dark Knight.”
The Sun newspaper said
the complaint was filed
by sister Sharon Bale and
mother Jenny Bale.
“Christian Bale attended
a London police station
today on a voluntary
basis,” read a statement
from Bale’s lawyer, Simon
Smith, of the London-based
firm Schillings. “Bale,
who denies the allegation,
cooperated  throughout,
gave his account in full
of the events in question,
and has left the station
without any charge being
made against him by the
police.”

A woman thought to be
Bale’s sister Sharon told
reporters “it’s a family
matter” from her home in
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Corfe Mullen, 110 miles
southwest of London.
A man who answered
the door at the home of
Jenny Bale in nearby
Bournemouth said she did
not want to comment.

Interrogators
instructed not to
advise detainees of

rights, FBI agent says

GUANTANAMO BAY
NAVAL BASE, Cuba (AP)
— An FBI agent testifying
at the first Guantanamo
war crimes trial said
interrogators did not
advise detainees here of
any rights because the
militaryprisonisdedicated
to intelligence gathering,
not law enforcement.

Agent Ali Soufan, an
al-Qaida expert and
star witness for the
prosecution, said Tuesday
the Guantanamo Bay
Navy base is the only place
in the world where he has
not informed suspects
of a right against self-
incrimination.

“Theway it wasexplained
to us is Guantanamo Bay is
an intelligence collection
point,” he said.

Defense lawyers asked
the judge in Salim
Hamdan’s trial to throw
out all the Guantanamo
interrogations, arguing
that intelligence-gathering
sessions should not be used
against him in court.

But Judge Keith Allred,
a Navy captain, ruled
Mondaythatconstitutional
protections against self-
incrimination do not
apply to the man declared
an “enemy combatant.”

Hamdan, a former driver
for Osama bin Laden, is
charged with conspiracy
and aiding terrorism.

Hislawyershavecasthim
as a low-level employee of
theterroristleader without
any role in al-Qaida.

Alaska House
approves natural gas
pipeline license for

TransCanada
JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) —
The Alaska State House
of Representatives has
approved a state license
for a Canadian company
to pursue a natural gas
pipeline project that could
unlock 4.5 billion cubic
feet of North Slope gas
reserves daily.
TheHousebackedtheplan
on a 24-16 vote Tuesday. A
reconsideration vote is
planned Wednesday, but
that’s usually a formality.
If approved then, the bill
will go to the state Senate,
which must approve or
reject it before Aug. 2.
Lawmakers in Alaska’s
HousevotedtosupportGov.
Sarah Palin’s proposal to
award TransCanada Corp.
an exclusive license to
pursuefederalcertification
for the 1,715-mile pipeline
estimated to cost between
$26 billion and $30 billion.
TransCanada Vice
President Tony Palmer
wasn’t ready to celebrate
just yet, nor would he
make any predictions on
how the Senate’s vote will
play out.
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