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Profiles Edition

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Area parents and guardians
believing the big city drug
woes are far away from their
doorsteps may want to think
again, as local law enforce-
ment officials report a recent
influx of the drug ecstasy.

Commonly referred to as
“X,” a quantity of the drug
was recently confiscated by
the Big Spring Police

D e p a r t m e n t ’ s
Narcotics Unit,
according to Sgt.
Tony Everett, pub-
lic information offi-
cer for the BSPD.

“Within the past
month, the
Narcotics Unit exe-

cuted a search war-
rant and located 69 dosage
units of ecstasy, and believe it
may just be a small portion of
what is actually circulating

throughout Big Spring,” said
Everett. “We want to inform
and educate local residents —
especially parents and
guardians — of this influx of
the drug.”

Everett said everything —
from the drug’s appearance to
the paraphernalia surround-
ing it — is aimed at young
people.

“Everything from its name 

See DRUGS, Page 3A

Ecstasy drug invades city

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Big Spring High School seniors Maurice Africh, left, and Roger Kauss look over results
from Friday’s District 4-4A UIL Spring Academic Meet at Howard College. Big Spring
students scored a total of 654 points to win the meet. Several BSHS students qualified
for the Class 4A Regional Academic Meet, scheduled for April 11 in San Angelo.

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Big Spring High School
was a very ungracious
host during Friday’s
District 4-4A Academic
meet.

BSHS ran away with the
overall and several indi-
vidual titles at the
University Interscholas-
tic League spring academ-
ic meet, held Friday at
Howard College.

Big Spring collected 654
points to take the top
team spot, easily outpac-
ing Wolfforth Frenship,
which finished second
with 424 points. San
Angelo Lake View was a
distant third place, tally-
ing 205 points.

Big Spring has become
a force in district acade-
mic competition in the
past few years and Friday
was no exception.

“We did about how we
expected to do,” Jennifer
Adams, academic coordi-
nation for Big Spring,
said matter-of-factly.

Adams credited the
combination of students,
teachers and administra-
tors with helping to estab-
lish a winning academic
tradition at BSHS.

“(Longtime principal)
Mike Ritchey is the best

See BEST, Page 3A

Best in
district

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Early voting in this
year’s political party
runoff elections is set to
get under way Monday,
with just one local race
hanging in the balance.

Jimmie Long and
Winston Paschal Odom,
Republican candidates
for the Howard County
Commissioners Court
Precinct 3 seat, face each
other in a runoff made
necessary by the March 4
political party primaries.
Neither candidate was
able to garner the
required 50 percent of the
vote to avoid a runoff.

Long finished ahead of
the pack for the party’s 

See RUNOFF, Page 3A

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Howard College officials
have apparently decided that
renovation trumps new con-
struction when best address-
ing infrastructure needs.

College trustees will
receive an update on renova-
tion and other bond-related
projects when they hold their
regular monthly meeting at
12:30 p.m. Monday in the
Student Union Building
Tumbleweed Room.

Ever since voters approved
a $21 million bond in 2007,
college officials have debated
the merits of renovation vs.
new construction as the best

way to spend that money.
It now seems the college

can get the best bang for the
buck by going with renova-
tion, College President Dr.

Cheryl Sparks said.
“We are going to place the

emphasis on renovating our
infrastructure — water,
sewer, HVAC and related
systems — that is going to be
our first priority,” Sparks
said. “We also will rehabili-
tate our existing buildings,
such as administration, prac-
tical arts, science and the
student union building.”

There will be at least some

See HC, Page 3A

HC officials choose renovation

Runoff
nears
Early voting
begins Monday
at courthouse

Big Spring High School
claims 4-4A academic title

4-4A tally
Big Spring 654
Frenship 424
Lake View 205
Plainview 108
Estacado 71

Everett

“We will try to put as much of our effort
and money into existing spaces. Based on
engineering and architectural reviews, we
feel that is a good decision. We have
sound buildings, they just need some
rehab work.” Dr. Sparks

Long               Odom
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Crossroads high 
school varsity
sports calendar

TUESDAY
Big Spring baseball

vs. Frenship, 4:30 p.m.
Big spring softball at

San Angelo Lake
View, 4 p.m.

Coahoma baseball at
Colorado City, 7 p.m.

Coahoma softball at
Colorado City, 7 p.m.

Forsan softball vs.
Miles, 5 p.m.

Forsan baseball at
Menard, 4:30 p.m.

Relay for Life
volleyball tourney
set for April 5

The Yellow Dogs are
sponsoring a volley-
ball tournament to
benefit Relay for Life
at the Big Spring
Junior High gymnasi-
um Saturday, April 5.

Registration starts at
10 a.m. and costs $5
per person. The first
game will be played at
11 a.m.

Teams must be com-
prised of three boys
and three girls. A con-
cession stand will be

available.

Big Spring Country
Club hosting
3-person scramble

The Big Spring
Country Club is host-
ing a 3-person scram-
ble April 5 and 6 with
a 1 p.m. shotgun start
on both days.

Entry fee is $60 per
player plus a golf cart,
however, private carts
are welcome.

Entry includes a bar-
becue lunch on the
course for the first day
of the tournament.

The  field will be
flighted by first-round
score and the number
of flights will be deter-
mined by the number
of entries.

An optional cash
players pool will be
available for both
rounds.

Call the Pro Shop at
267-5354 for details.

Crossroads of 
West Texas Golf
Classic scheduled

The Big Spring
Chamber of
Commerce and
ATMOS Energy are
sponsoring the
Crossroads of West
Texas Golf Class to be
held at the Big Spring
Country Club May 17
and 18.

The tournament is
limited to the first 100
paid teams with a two-
man scramble format
being used. 

A handicap is
required and the tour-
ney will be pre-flight-
ed by a tournament
committee and local
golf pro.

Entry fee is $180 per
team. All entries are
to be paid in advance.
The fee includes
access to the ATMOS
Energy hospitality
tent, free beverages, a
barbecue lunch for
both days, an after-
noon shootout on May
16 and a golf goodie
bag.

Winners may
receive pro shop mer-
chandise at 100 per-
cent or may take 70
percent of winnings. 

Call the country
club’s Pro Shop at 267-
5354.

IINN B BRIEFRIEF
Herald Staff Report

FORSAN — Friday’s
unexpected weather
shared a common descrip-
tion with the way the
Forsan Buffaloes took the
baseball diamond — cold.

The Buffs eventually
warmed up, but it was too
little, too late as a slow
start in all facets of the
game cost Forsan its first
district loss to Eldorado’s
Eagles, 9-6.

“The weather didn’t
really have much effect
on us at all. We haven’t
had a very good week of
practice,” Forsan Head
Coach Jason Phillips said.
“It was just a rough week
and the focus wasn’t on
baseball. We settled down
as the game went on, but
we weren’t focused early
on and it showed. We
decided to show up to
play too late.”

The Buffs struggled at
the plate for most of the
game and were shut out
over the first four
innings. Eldorado pitcher
Rance Cathey struck out
13 Forsan batters.

The Buffs finally fig-
ured Cathey out in the
fifth inning, scoring three
runs, but they still trailed
8-3 after the frame. They
added another three runs
in the bottom of the sev-
enth.

Forsan starter Adam
Bailey surrendered nine

runs — six earned — on
just six hits. Cathey
proved to be Eldorado’s
most proficient hitter as
well, belting a double and
knocking in three runs. 

Phillips was encouraged
by the showing some of
the younger Buffs deliv-
ered in the late innings.

“We had some young
guys step up in the late
innings and battle tooth
and nail,” he said. “Dylan
Lowry was an example.
He pinched hit in the sev-
enth and knocked in two
runs. We scored six in the
last three innings. This is
a team we feel like we can
beat. There’s no reason
we can’t, if we fix our
focus.”

Forsan (6-5, 1-1) travels
to Menard for a game at
4:30 p.m. Tuesday, hoping
to regroup from what is
ultimately a disappoint-
ing loss to Eldorado.

“We can still be the
team to beat in this dis-
trict,” Phillips said.
“We’ve got to play better
and more consistent than
we did today and it starts
with better focus in prac-
tice. Sometimes a loss can
help with that.”

Eldorado 013 040 1—9 6 2 
Forsan 000 030 3—6 5 2

W – Rance Cathey. L – Adam
Bailey (1-2).

2B: EHS - Cathey. 3B: FHS –
Evan Burton. RBIs: EHS - Cathey 3,
Sanchez 3; FHS – Burton 2, Dylan
Lowry 2, Jeremy Robbins.

Buffs surge too late, fall 9-6 to Eldorado

Courtesy photo/Bob Fishback
Forsan Buffaloes second baseman Cameron Parker moves to make a play in the field in the
Buffs’ 9-6 loss to Eldorado in Forsan Friday. The loss drops Forsan to 1-1 in district play.

By JONATHAN HULL
Herald Sports Editor

Traditionally, Howard
College’s baseball team is very
well known for its ability in the
batter’s box. However, pitching
has often been a quality that has
held the Hawks back from expe-
riencing too much success.

Change has occurred for
Howard on the mound this sea-
son as the Hawks’ shut out New
Mexico Military Institute in a
pair of games played Friday at
Jack Barber Field, 10-0 and 9-0,
with both contests being called
early due to mercy rules. 

The two wins are actually the
third and fourth consecutive
shutout victories Howard’s pitch-
ing staff has won after the Hawks
shut down Wayland Baptist’s
junior varsity squad, 10-0 and 12-
0, Tuesday. Included in the stel-
lar pitching performance earlier
this week was a four-pitcher no-
hitter.

“That’s tough to do at any level,
but to even pitch a shutout
against a team using aluminum
bats is extremely tough,” Smith
said. “We’ve pitched really well
the last four games out.”

After dominating NMMI in
Game 1, ending the game with
one out in the bottom of the fifth
inning, the Hawks struggled to
get a hit and were shut out in the
first four innings of Game 2.

However, after Cameron
Monger led off the bottom of the
fifth with a solo home run to cen-
ter field, the bats came alive and

Howard scored nine runs in the
next four innings.

“We didn’t score for the first
four innings, but we lined out 14
of those 16 outs,” Smith said.
“We were hitting the ball hard,
but we couldn’t find the holes.
Once we found them, then our
production at the plate got back
to normal.”

Howard ended up scoring two
in the fifth and added another
two in the seventh, including a
solo shot from shortstop Tyler
Ladendorf that gave the Hawks a
4-0 advantage. 

Ladendorf also knocked in the
last two runs to end the game,
hitting a double to score Monger
and Tommy Vukovich for the 8-
run mercy rule after seven
innings to come into effect.

Danny Gidora and Chase
Adams combined for the shutout
victory. The win improves No. 5
Hawks to 31-3 overall and 7-3 in
Western Junior College Athletic
Conference play.

The ranking isn’t meaningless
for the Hawks, according to
Smith, but it’s just a nice com-
pliment on their road to their
main goal of the season.

“Our goal coming into the sea-
son was to win the national
championship,” Smith
explained. “That’s what we set
our sights on and it’s a lofty goal
to achieve. Only one team in the
country wins that one. It’s been
our focus. We haven’t been too

See HOWARD, Page 4B

Hawks shut out NMMI twice

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull
Howard College’s Travis Sample gets a base hit in the Hawks’ 8-0 win over
New Mexico Military Institute in Game 2 of a doubleheader played Friday at
Jack Barber Field. Howard won 10-0 in Game 1.

Herald Staff Report
ANSON — Coahoma’s Bulldogs

have had a trying first half of
District 5-2A play with two unex-
pected hiccups in the first six
games of the only part of the sea-
son that really counts to
Stamford and Hawley.

However, the Bulldogs head
into the second half of district on
a high note, blasting Anson’s
Tigers 16-4 in a game ended early
after five innings due to the 10-
run mercy rule.

Ray Guttierez picked up the
win, striking out 10 Anson bat-
ters. Chance Hart and Adrian
Amaro powered Coahoma offen-
sively, driving in nine runs
between the two of them. Hart

had two doubles and five RBIs,
but Amaro’s night might be
remembered more. 

Amaro jacked the first home
run of his career and drove in
four runs. He becomes the sev-
enth of Coahoma’s nine regular
starters in the lineup to hit at
least one homer this season.

“We’re still hitting the ball
very well. That hasn’t been much
of a worry for us,” Bulldogs Head
Coach Brad Harman said.
“Adrian hits in the lower third of
the order, so that shows the pro-
duction we’re getting all the way
through the lineup. We still need
to tighten up our defense a bit,
but we’re coming together. We
haven’t come close to playing up

to our capabilities, though.”
Coahoma finished the first half

of district 4-2, picking up its sec-
ond loss last week from
Stamford, 15-11. Both district
losses came via disappointing
defensive performances from the
Bulldogs, according to Harman.

“Against Hawley and Stamford,
we weren’t ready to play the
games mentally,” he said. “We’ve
got to continue to focus on each
game at hand. Right now, we can
only take care of what we can
control. Hawley hasn’t lost a
game in district and now we
have two losses and trail them.
We have to have some help to
catch them, but we can’t worry
about that. Our goal in the sec-

ond half of the district schedule
is to go 6-0.”

The Bulldogs (15-5, 4-2) start the
second part of district on the
road against Colorado City
Tuesday. Harman notes that the
team is pumped to face district
opponents a second time, partic-
ularly Hawley’s Bearcats, who
embarrassed the Bulldogs 18-3
the first time they played.

“The guys are anxious to be in
the second half of district and to
see each opponent again,”
Harman said. “Seeing teams a
second time around lets you
know what they’re really about.
That game against Hawley is big 

See BULLDOGS, Page 4B

Bulldogs’ bats stay hot, blast Anson, 16-4
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NO ONE KNOWS THE COUNTRY LIKE WE DO

Heart Of The City Realtors

1209 Gregg St.    
(432) 714-4555

8137

5300 Wasson Rd: Key Features: 9 Stall Barn, Riding Area, 3 Acres and Forsan School District.

Hoops, dreams and goals!
Six basketball teams

from 23 counties in West
Texas competed in the
Friday Hoops, Dreams
and Goals 2008
Basketball Tournament. 

West Texas Centers for
MHMR hosts its own
version of March
Madness each year in
conjunction with Mental
Retardation Month and
the NCAA Final Four. 

Big Spring Mayor Russ
McEwen, along with
State Rep. Joe Heflin,
Howard County Judge
Mark Barr and Stefanie
Wilkerson, representing
State Sen. Kel Seliger,
assisted with the opening
ceremonies. 

The event, co-sponsored
by The Howard County
Arc, Howard College and
West Texas Centers,
recognizes and honors
the many individuals

and families who live
with mental retardation
on a daily basis.  

Six teams from around
the region — the Big
Spring Heat, Seminole
Pink Panthers, Ballinger
Longhorns, Sweetwater
Red Rattlers, Snyder
Wildkatz and Monahans
Warriors, complete with
their own cheerleading
squads — competed in
games and special events
at the home of the
Howard College Hawks
and Lady Hawks, 

“It is absolutely the
best day of the year,”
West Texas Centers CEO
Shelley Smith said. 

West Texas Centers for
MHMR provides care for
more than 2,200 people
with mental retardation
and mental illness and
their families. 

Top, clockwise: Sammy
Escobar of the Ballinger
Longhorns battles for the ball
with Richard Wynn of the Big
Spring Heat during the Hoops,
Dreams and Goals 2008
competition at Dorothy
Garrett Coliseum. Six teams
from the West Texas Centers
for MHMR service area
competed in their own version
of the Final Four; Coaches
Doris Johnson and Teresa
Walker of the Big Spring Heat
send instructions to their
team Friday; Joseph Darpolar
of the Big Spring Heat
wrestles for the rebound;
Jackie Byrd of the Big Spring
Heat cheers on her team; and
Shelley Smith, CEO, welcomes
the athletes and their
supporters to the competition.

Article and photos by
Valerie Avery
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Estevan ‘Steven’ Navarro
Estevan "Steven" Navarro, 27, of

Abilene died Thursday, March 27, 2008,
in Abilene. Funeral services will be at 2
p.m. Monday at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church with the Rev. Bernard L. Gully
and Deacon Johnny Arguello officiat-
ing. Burial will be at Mount Olive
Memorial Park. Vigil services will be at
7 p.m. Sunday at Myers & Smith Chapel. 

He was born June 23, 1980, in Big
Spring to Dalia and Eduardo Navarro.

He was at the Abilene State School for 25 years and he
was a Catholic. 

He is survived by his mother, Dalia Sanchez and her
husband Albert of Coahoma; father, Eduardo Navarro
and his wife Thelma of Wichita Falls; one sister, Flor
De Dalia Aleman of San Angelo; grandparents, Mary
Sanchez of Big Spring and Rosendo Sanchez of Big
Spring; six aunts, Dianna and Juan Ramon Velasco Sr.
of Odessa, Yolanda Sanchez of Dallas, Sylvia and
Eugene Sanchez of Big Spring, Debbie and Reyes
Esquivel of Oklahoma and Rachel Ybarra and
Veronica Ybarra, both of Lubbock; five uncles, Rudy
and Emma Gonzales and Leandro and Diana Sanchez,
all of Big Spring, Rosendo and Mari Ybarra of Odessa,
Rosendo Jr. and Mary Sanchez of Austin and Juan
Ybarra Jr. of San Antonio; and a number of cousins. 

He was preceded in death by his grandfather, Juan
Ybarra; great-grandparents, Nieves and Maria Ignacia
Garcia and Rosendo and Pauline Ybarra. 

Pallbearers will be Juan Ramon Velasco Jr., Juan
Ybarra, Rudy Gonzales, Fernando Ybarra, Chris Leos
and Alex Rodriguez. 

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

Paid obituary

Norma Rae (Cranston) Porter
Born May 30, 1920, to Lee and Vera

Cranston in Huron South Dakota, she
was raised in Christian faith and simi-
larly raised three children. She reaf-
firmed her faith by adult Baptism at
Central Baptist Church in Big Spring.    

She was a gifted painter and had a
charming sense of humor. Norma
prized honor and integrity in herself
and others — always demonstrating a
generous spirit and servant heart. An

avid bookworm, gardener and investor, she also loved
travel, bridge, toastmasters and was a delegate to the
Republican National Convention. Her competitive
spirit includes 4H involvement, ballet, and state
champion in short hand.   

Those of us fortunate enough to know Norma, knew
a Christian lady, who in Austin on March 26, 2008,
departed this world to become a witness to the resur-
rection. She leaves behind three children, Dr. Scott C.
Porter, Patricia L. Cruce and Hugh A. Porter; one sis-
ter, Mary Lee Johnson; three grandchildren, Caleb,
Joshua and Jacob Cruce; and many beloved friends
and relatives.    

Memorial service will be held at New Hope Baptist
Church, 200 W. New Hope Dr., Cedar Park at 2 p.m.
March 30, 2008. In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to New Hope Baptist Church or
Feed the Children. 

Paid obituary  

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity Friday:

•  DAVID GRIJALBA MORALES, 31, 1513
Sycamore, was arrested on charges of hindering a
peace officer and failure to identify/providing false
information.

• JAMES McGREGOR, 44, no address given, was
arrested on a charge of public intoxication.

• STONEY CASSELMAN, 46, 1410 Dixie, was arrest-
ed on charges of public intoxication, assault on a
peace officer and criminal mischief.

•  DEADLY CONDUCT/DISCHARGE OF A
FIREARM was reported in the 1000 block of Settles.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in
the 1000 block of 21st.

• AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY
WEAPON was reported in the 300 block of Tulane.

Sunday...Mostly cloudy with isolated showers and
thunderstorms.Warmer. Highs in the lower 80s.
South winds 15 to 20 mph..
Sunday night...Partly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows 57 to 60.
South winds 15 to 20 mph.
Monday...Partly cloudy with isolated showers and
thunderstorms in the morning. Then sunny in the
afternoon. Highs in the lower 80s. Southwest winds
15 to 25 mph.
Monday night...Mostly clear. Windy. Lows in the mid
40s.
Tuesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 70s.
Tuesday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows around 50.
Wednesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 70s.
Wednesday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower
50s.
Thursday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 70s.
Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper
40s.
Friday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 70s.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Friday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 9-14-29-30-31
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Friday night by
the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-8-3-3. Sum It Up: 18.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Friday night by
the Texas Lottery, in order: 0-6-5. Sum It Up: 11

• The Howard County Republican Convention will be
held at 10 a.m. Saturday in the 118th District
Courtroom. Speaker will be area rancher Rich
Anderson. To attend the convention, you must have
voted in the Republican Primary.

• Mobile Meals needs volunteers to deliver meals
Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m.
The organization delivers approximately 70 meals
each day and needs drivers to donate just one hour per
week. Mobile Meals also needs back-up volunteers to
fill in when regular drivers can’t make it. For more
information, contact Macaria Cantu at 263-4016.

• American Red Cross Lifeguarding and CPR classes
will be held in two sessions this year, March 31-April
5 and April 14-19. Cost will be $125. Those interested
can sign up with Coach Randall Shaw at
rshaw3535@hotmail.com or at the Big Spring YMCA.
Times of the class will be given at the time of regis-
tration. Spots are limited and fees must be paid at reg-
istration. Individuals who register must be present for
all classes. After the first day of class, no refunds will
be given.

• Cross stitchers are needed to complete one or more
blocks of this year’s Howard County Fair quilt. All
supplies are provided. Blocks may be picked up from
Posey Cotton Office, 601 Scurry, Monday through
Friday from  9 a.m. to noon. For information, call  263-
1267 or 263-4980. This year’s quilt theme is
“Wildflowers of Texas.” All proceeds from the sale of
tickets for the quilt are used to defray the expenses of
the Fair. The quilt will be awarded the last night of
the fair. 

• Pediatric flu vaccinations for children ages 6
months to 35 months are now available at the Texas
Department of State Health Services clinic in College
Park Shopping Center. Cost is $10, although no one
will be turned away for inability to pay. For more
information, call 263-9775.

• St. Mary’s and friends of St. Mary’s are holding a
lap blanket. Blankets can be taken to the church
office, 1001 Goliad, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2
p.m. Monday through Friday or call Connie Fowler at
267-2713. 

• Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming a
Compass Hospice volunteer. Help those at the end of
life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s life. Call
263-5999 to begin your journey.

• All creatures Sanctuary and Rescue has an account
set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608 N. Hwy. 87 for
all types of metals and aluminum cans. Please tell
them that your donations are for All Creatures
Sanctuary and Rescue. All Creatures Sanctuary and
Rescue is also still taking weight circles off of all
Purina brand dog foods. Send your Purina Weight
Circles, to A.C.S. & R. at P.0, 871, Coahoma 79511. All
Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue is still accepting old
and used cell phones and ink jet cartridges, for drop
off locations in Big Spring and Coahoma, Call Melanie
at 267-7387.

• Christ Community Fellowship is collecting infant
car seats and carriers. These are given to new moth-
ers who cannot afford them. To donate your old or
new car seats and carriers, call Karen Allen at 263-3517
or leave a message at Christ Community Fellowship,
263-love. All donations are appreciated.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires just a
few hours commitment each month. To volunteer, or
to request a ride for treatment, call Nancy Koger at
267-7809.

TUESDAY
•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets at

6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St.

• Life Recovery, a non-denominational Christian
group of recovering alcoholics and addicts, meets at 7
p.m. at the St. Paul Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic

pain disease), a new support and informative group
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 264-1213 for more
information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.

at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m.
until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting,

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each
month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon

at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-
5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 5
p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad
for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. Call 213-
1342 or 263-6819. 

Take Note

Support Groups

MONDAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at

5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m.
Call 213-1342 or 263-6819. 

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at
606 E. Third.

• The Scenic Mountain Medical Center will hold
the finale of “March Mammo Madness” from 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. in the Mammograhy and Bone
Densitometry Center on the second floor of Malone
and Hogan Clinic. Events include breast self-exami-
nation education, drawings for a free mammogram
and reading and more. For more information, call
264-0602.

TUESDAY
• Coahoma Senior Citizen luncheon is set for 11

a.m. in the Coahoma Community Center. 
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• VFW Post 2013 meets at 7 p.m. in the VFW Hall,

500 Driver Road.
• Sheriff’s Posse meets at 7 p.m. in the clubhouse

on the Andrews Highway.
• Alzheimer’s Association, the Greater West Texas

Chapter meets at 2 p.m. in the Howard County
Library conference room, 500 S. Main.

• Gospel Singing in the Kentwood Activity Center
at 7 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

• The Howard County Sheriff’s Posse meets at 7
p.m. at the Sheriff’s Posse building on the Andrews
Highway. For more information, call Bert Sheppard
at 263-4483 or Rose Armstead at 263-2769.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 p.m.
at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. to

11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth St.,
provided by InHome Care.

• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic
Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721. 

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge at 703 W. Third.

Bulletin Board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

Weather

Lottery

Obituaries

Police blotter

Crab Grass Preventer
Plus

Lawn Food
available at

Howard County Feed & Supply
701 E. 2nd St.               267-6411

78
52

Paul’s Custom PC’s
Sales & Service

Guaranteed
Lowest Price

&
Fast Service

CALL US TODAY

466-0800

7734

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. A friendly Classified Consultant

will help you create an ad that gets results!
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2008 NCAA TOURNAMENT

ROAD TO THE FINAL FOUR

H & R Block
263-1931

XAVIER
7909

FIRST BANK OF
WEST TEXAS

CLEMSON
8033

FIRST BANK OF
WEST TEXAS

NOTRE
DAME

8034

87 AUTOS
267-8787

MEMPHIS
7900

FIRST BANK OF
WEST TEXAS

KENTUCKY
8035

COSDEN FCU
264-2620

TEXAS
A&M

7911

DOMINOS
267-4111

MIAMI-U
8054

DOMINOS
267-4111

KANSAS
ST.

8055

87 AUTOS
267-8787

UCLA
7899

COMET
CLEANERS

267-2584

PITTSBURGH
8039

DOMINOS
267-4111

MICHIGAN
ST.

8056

BIG SPRING
MALL

TENNESSEE
7901

COSDEN FCU
264-2620

TEXAS
7912

WAGON
WHEEL
267-2851

BOISE ST.
8050

BILLY SIMMS
TRAILER

TOWN

STANFORD
8037

DOMINOS
267-4111

DRAKE
8057

COSDEN FCU
264-2620

WASHINGTON
STATE

7910

87 AUTOS
267-8787

KANSAS
7897

87 AUTOS
267-8787

NORTH
CAROLINA

7898

BIG SPRING
FARM SUPPLY

263-3382

GEORGETOWN
8040

FIRST BANK OF
WEST TEXAS

DUKE
8036

BLUM’S
Jewelers

267-6335

GEORGIA

BLUM’S
Jewelers

267-6335

PURDUE

BLUM’S
Jewelers

267-6335

WISCONSIN
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Richie and Jill Tubb of
Big Spring are pleased to
announce the engagement
and approaching mar-
riage of their daughter,
Angela, to Webster
Crowley, the son of
Stephen Crowley of
Kansas City, Mo., and
Candy Crowley of
Bethesda, Md.

The bride-to-be is the
granddaughter of Robert
and Janie Hunt and
Horace Tubb and the late
Jewel Tubb.

The prospective groom
is the grandson of Nadine
Alt Leonard and the late
Richard Alt Jr. and the
late John and Isabel
Crowley.

Angela is a graduate of
Grady High School and
Lubbock Christian
University. She attended
medical school at Texas
A&M University and
completed an internal
medicine residency at the

University of Utah. She is
currently completing a
fellowship in rheumatol-
ogy at the University of
Virginia.

Webster is a graduate of
Walt Whitman High
School in Bethesda, Md.,
and the University of
Iowa. He received a mas-
ter’s degree from the
Medical College of
Pennsylvania and attend-
ed medical school at
George Washington
University in
Washington, D.C. He is
currently completing a
neurosurgical residency
at the University of
Virginia.

The couple are planning
a wedding for Aug. 30,
2008, in Charlottesville,
Va.
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David L. Ward, D.D.S., P.C.
Family, Sedation, Laser  And

Implant Dentistry, Orthodontics

Gentle
technologically

advanced dental
care for the

whole family

* With Sedation From Nitrous Oxide Or Meds

* With Your Favorite TV Show or DVD During
Treatment

* With Gentle Care For Pre-Schoolers To Seniors

* And Save Your Teeth With Laser Gum Therapy

* And Get A Beautiful Smile With Braces Or
Invisalign

* And Chew Well With Implants or Implant
Stabilized Dentures

* And Enjoy Great Cosmetics And Bleaching

432-267-1677
1500 Scurry

www.DavidWardDDS.com

Relax

7472

HUGE SALE

25% OFF
SEE FULL PAGE AD ON PAGE 12A

BEAR CLAW
Knife And Sharpening Service

100 Airbase Rd. • 267-4935 7725

Engagements▼ Blum’s Jewelry
sponsored by In The Big Spring Mall. • 267-6335

Dr. Sharla Brooke
Miller and Justin Terrell
Robertson are pleased to
announcement their
engagement.

Sharla lives in
Granbury. She is the
daughter of Guy and
Tamra Miller of Welch
and Mike and Pam
Herring of Fluvanna. She
is the granddaughter of
Bob and Dorothy Miller
of Welch and Dr. Dave
and Geneva Mitchell of
Las Cruces, N.M.

Sharla attended Eastern
New Mexico University
and Texas Tech
University for her under-
graduate education and
went on to Parker College
of Chiropractic to com-
plete her doctorate
degree. Sharla owns and
practices at Clearview
Chiropractic Life Center
in Granbury. 

Justin Terrell
Robertson lives in New
Braunfels. He is the son
of Cheryl Robertson of
Big Spring and Terry
Robertson of
Murfreesboro, Ark. He is
the grandson of Helen
Hobson of Lamesa.

Justin attended Howard
College and went on to
receive his bachelor’s
degree from the
University of Arkansas.
He is currently working
toward his master’s
degree in sports manage-
ment.  

Sharla and Justin will
be married July 20, 2008,
at a destination wedding
in Tennessee. They will
have a reception to cele-
brate with family and
friends Saturday, Aug. 2,
2008, in Lamesa at 6:30
p.m. Invitations will be
sent.

Dianna Lynn Coleman
of Arlington and Brian
Ruiz (formerly of
Coahoma), both of
Arlington, will unite in
marriage on April 19,
2008, in Cleburne and will
hold a wedding reception
in Big Spring on May 10,
2008.

Dianna is the daughter
of Hannah Coleman of
Cleburne and the grand-
daughter of Naomi
Coleman of Big Spring.
She is a 1996 graduate of

Coahoma High School
and is employed by the
Fort Worth ISD as a
school teacher.

Brian is the son of
David and Linda Ruiz of
Coahoma and the grand-
son of Pascula Ruiz of
Coahoma, the late
Bernabe Ruiz and the late
Nancy Lopez. He is a 1996
graduate of Coahoma
High School and is
employed by Weatherford
Co.

Miller and Robertson
Tubb and Crowley

Coleman and Ruiz

Dr. Sharla Brooke Miller and Justin Terrell Robertson

Angela Tubb and Webster Crowley

Dianna Lynn Coleman and Brian Ruiz

Chelsea Churchwell
Pearce has been admitted
to the School of
Veterinarian Medicine at
Texas A&M
University. 

She graduat-
ed from Big
Spring High
School and
was a honor
graduate of
Texas Tech
University where she was
also in the marching
band.

Mrs. Pearce is married
to Phillip, who was the
girls’ softball coach at Big

Spring High School. The
couple live in College
Station where Mrs.
Pearce has worked at the
A&M Veterinarian
Hospital for the past year.
She also worked for the
Boseman Veterinarian
Clinic in  Lubbock for
three years while attend-
ing Texas Tech.

She is the daughter of
Dennis and Debbie
Churchwell of Lubbock,
formerly of Big Spring,
and the granddaughter of
Tom and Eva Churchwell
and Vaughn and Helen
Martin, all of Big Spring.

Who’s Who▼
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BEST
Continued from Page 1A

cheerleader we’ve ever
had,” Adams said. “He’s
great at encouraging the
kids.”

Not to be left out of the
equation, she quickly
added, was the students
themselves.

“The biggest thing for
our kids is to live up the
accomplishments of those
who have come before
them,” Adams said. “I’m
extremely proud of them,
especially when you look
back to where we started
seven or eight years ago.
Back then, we couldn’t
get our kids into the
events’ finals and our day
was usually over early.”

Next up for qualifying
members of the BSHS aca-

demic squad is the UIL
regional meet, scheduled
for April 11 at Angelo
State University in San
Angelo.

Expectations at the next
level will remain high,
Adams said.

“We’ve won the regional
title twice,” she said.
“We’d love to win anoth-
er.”

Following is a list of
BSHS results from
Friday’s Spring
Academic Meet:

Individual Competition
• Accounting —

Brandon Skaggs, first;
Samantha Boehringer,
third.

• Calculator
Applications — Kade
Parker, fourth; John
Benavides, sixth.

• Current Issues —

Rachel Overby, first; Pete
Covarrubias, second;
Marshall VanPelt and
Andrew Lewis, tied for
fifth.

• Computer
Applications — Malle
Carrasco, third; Ainhan
Nghiem, fourth.

• Computer Science —
Jacson Watkins and
Minday Ralston, tied for
third; Josh Kelly, fifth;
Ben Klassen, sixth.

• Editorial Writing —
James Bowen, first;
Michelle McMurtrey,
third; Lauren Sage,
fourth.

• Feature Writing —
James Bowen, first;
Lauren Sage, second;
Michelle McMurtrey,
third.

• Headline Writing —
James Bowen, first;
Sergio Gatica, second;
Jordan Herrod, third.

• Informative Speaking
— Roger Kauss, first;
Rachel Overby, second;
Pete Covarrubias, sixth.

• Lincoln-Douglas
Debate — Roger Kauss,
first; Katie Cooper, sec-
ond; Lloyd Morgan, third.

• Literary Criticism —
Mary Kincade, second;
Geoffrey Treece, third.

• Mathematics — Kade
Parker, second.

• Number Sense —
Kade Parker, first.

• News Writing —
Michelle McMurtrey,
first; James Bowen, sec-
ond; Jordan Herrod,
third.

• Persuasive Speaking
— Maurice Africh, first;
Thad Loftis, third; Erica
Batten, fifth.

• Poetry Interpretation
— Meredith Morgan,
fourth; Thad Loftis,
sixth.

• Prose Interpretation
— Maurice Africh, first;
Erika Batten, second;
Samantha Diaz, sixth.

• Ready Writing —
Angela Lozano, sixth.

• Social Studies —
Jessica Stone, first;
Meghan Harp, third;
Brian Kirk, fourth.

• Spelling and
Vocabulary — Mindy
Ralston, fifth; Jessica
Rubio, sixth.

Team Competition
• Accounting — Big

Spring, first.
• Calculator

Applications — Big
Spring, second.

• Current Issues — Big
Spring, first.

• Computer Science —
Big Spring, second.

• Cross-Examination
Debate — Big Spring,
first through third.

• Journalism — Big

Spring, first.
• Literary Criticism —

Big Spring, second.
• Mathematics — Big

Spring, second.
• Number Sense — Big

Spring, first.
• One Act Play — Big

Spring and Plainview,
tied for first.

• Social Studies — Big
Spring, first.

• Speech — Big Spring,
first.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

HC
Continued from Page 1A

construction — plans call
for two new science labs
to be built adjacent to the
science building — but
that will be the extent of
new buildings, Sparks
said.

“We will try to put as
much of our effort and
money into existing
spaces,” she said. “Based
on engineering and archi-
tectural reviews, we feel
that is a good decision.
We have sound buildings,
they just need some rehab
work.”

Officials also are draft-
ing an energy manage-
ment plan to save even
more money in the

future, Sparks noted.
“As we do planning for

our infrastructure, hope-
fully, we’ll see some sav-
ings in energy costs
through this management
plan,” she said.

In other business
Monday, trustees will
consider:

• A rental agreement
with Shannon Medical

Center in San Angelo to
provide classroom space
for HC allied health
department programs.

• Approval of a program
that would provide an
associate’s degree in digi-
tal publishing at
SouthWest Collegiate
Institute for the Deaf.

• Bids and handbook
and catalog changes.

• Personnel matters.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

RUNOFF
Continued from Page 1A

nomination with 310 bal-
lots — 39.64 percent of the
vote — while Odom fin-
ished the night with 197
ballots, accounting for
25.19 percent of the vote.

Long and Odom will be
the lone candidates on the
GOP runoff ballot.

Voters participating in
the Democratic runoff
will choose between
Railroad Commission
candidates Dale Henry
and Mark Thompson.

According to Saundra
Bloom, county elections
administrator, she and
her team are ready to
open early voting polls

Monday morning, but in a
slightly different place
than normal.

“We have been holding
early voting in the old dis-
trict courtroom here on
the third floor of the
Howard County
Courthouse,” said Bloom.
“However, Child
Protective Services and
the Attorney General’s
office use the courtroom
from time to time, so we
figured it would be easier
on everyone involved if
we held early voting in
my office, which is locat-
ed right down the hall.”

Bloom said she expects
a light turnout.

“These types of runoffs
are usually pretty slow,
especially compared to

the March primaries,”
said Bloom. “So it’s a lot
easier on me and my staff.
We’ve gotten the pro-
gramming and tested
everything, so we’re
ready. It’s business as
usual.”

Bloom said early voting
polls will be open between
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. through
April 4. Late voting is set
for Thursday with polls
open from 8 a.m. until 7
p.m.

The winner of the
Republican commission-
ers race will face
Democratic nominee Dick
Dubose — who won his
party’s nomination unop-
posed — in the November
election.

According to Bloom, she

and her staff have heard
plenty of conflicting sto-
ries when it comes to who
can vote in the contest.

“There’s been plenty of
confusion regarding who
is eligible to vote in the
runoff,” she said. Voters
in Precinct 3 will be the
only voters that can cast a
ballot in the runoff. The
only voters in Precinct 3
who are ineligible to vote
are those who voted in
the Democratic Primary.
So, even if you didn’t vote
in the primary, you are
still eligible to vote in the
runoff.

“It’s that simple.”
Anyone with questions

regarding the runoff elec-
tion can contact Bloom at
264-2273.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com
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One of Texas’ best source of Quality used auto parts
• 14 acres of dismantled vehicles with over 20,000 sq. ft. warehouse storage
• Motors • Transmissions • Body Parts • Electrical Parts

1 1/2 mile North of Hwy 350 
(432) 263-5000

A modern Dismantler

Auto Parts, Inc.

Since 1947

16
17

6

Same Location - Now Twice As Large
*Large Selection Of Toy Breed Puppies

We Carry

Snakes, Tarantutas, Scorpions, Chameleons,
Turtles, Exotic Frogs, Lizards & More.

Large and Small Birds as well as all Bird Supplies

Your Pets Store
1019 N. Midkiff     Midland, TX     432-699-0785

We Also Offer
Walk-In 

Professional Grooming

Come
See Our

New Larger
Store

9413

Ionic Foot Body Detox
Special On Tuesdays

$35 Per Treatment
We Offer Bare Escentuals Products

Uptown Salon  Day & Spa
600 Runnels St.                                   (432) 267-1544

74
36

QUICK CASH REBATES
The Quick Way to Payday

We’ll cash your personal check in minutes, deposit it on your next
payday, up to 14 days, give you the money you need, the long 

distance you want and the discount you deserve!
Requirements For Service: 1) Valid Picture ID

2) Verification Of Income
3) Most Recent Checking Account Statement

612 S. Gregg          Big Spring, Texas        432-263-4400

21
44

4

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child

Up to 10 People
(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 3/31/08
7488

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Georgia Luce, 88, died
Wednesday. Memorial
services will be at 3 p.m.
Saturday at Myers &
Smith Chapel.  The fam-
ily will receive friends
from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m.
Saturday at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.  

Estevan Navarro, 27,
died Thursday. Funeral
services will be at 2 p.m.
Monday at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church with
burial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park. Vigil
Services will be at 7 p.m.
Sunday at Myers &
Smith Chapel.   

1801 East FM 700    (432) 263-2232

◆ THE BANK JOB (R) 2:00 PM  4:30 PM  7:00 PM

◆ HORTON HEARS A WHO (G)    2:20 PM  4:50 PM  7:20 PM

◆ SUPER HERO MOVIE (PG-13)   2:30 PM  5:00 PM  7:30 PM

◆ TYLER PERRY’S MEET THE BROWNS (PG-13)   2:10 PM  4:40 PM 7:10 PM

ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

VALID 3/30/08
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ♦ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Showtimes available at cinemark.com

8112

DRUGS
Continued from Page 1A

to its physical character-
istics targets the younger
generation,” said Everett.
“Ecstasy is usually found
in the form of a tablet or
capsule, often with a sym-
bol — everything from
cartoon characters to
shapes and designs — on
it. It occasionally comes
as a powder.

“Ecstasy users have dis-
covered certain products
can be used to combat the
drug’s common side
effects, such as jaw mus-
cle tension and teeth
grinding. They have also
discovered ways to
increase the sensation
from ecstasy use.”

Everett said those prod-
ucts — which can often be
found at parties where the

drug is being used — can
serve as an early warning
to parents.

“Parents need to be
aware of these innocent
looking items, which
could be an indication of
ecstasy use or addiction,”
said Everett. “Pacifiers,
lollipops, florescent light
sticks, menthol nasal
inhalers, Vick’s Vapor
Rub eye drops and candy
necklaces or bracelets are
all commonly found at
these parties. Each of
them either helps relieve
jaw muscle tension and
teeth grinding, or it
increases the stimulation
and enhances the visual
effects of the drugs.
Common objects like
breath mint or gum tins
are also being used to con-
ceal the pills.”

According to Everett,
ecstasy is a Schedule 1
synthetic, psychoactive

drug that possesses stimu-
lant and hallucinogenic
properties. Ecstasy con-
tains MDMA (methylene-
dioxymethamphetamine),
which possesses chemical
variations of the stimu-
lant amphetamine and
methamphetamine and a
hallucinogen, most often
mescaline.

The drug is well known
for its ability to produce
feelings of overwhelming
euphoria, a strong sense
of intimacy with others,
and pronounced overall
civility, and is commonly
associated with the rave
culture and its related
genres of music.

Everett said ecstasy’s
popularity among the
youth has been fueled by
the myth it is a safe drug,
is not harmful and doesn’t
cause drug addiction,
which the police sergeant
said couldn’t be further

from the truth.
“The fact of the matter

is the amount of MDMA
needed to get high is dan-
gerously close to a toxic
dose,” said Everett. “The
potential dangers of ecsta-
sy abuse include nausea,
hallucinations, chills and
sweating, increased body
temperature, tremors,
muscle cramping, muscle
breakdown and blurred
vision. It’s also been
known to cause severe
dehydration, heat exhaus-
tion, heart and kidney
failure, seizures, stroke,
brain damage — and even
death.”

Everett said the drug is
also used to sexually
exploit females while they
are under its influence.

“And what a lot of peo-
ple don’t understand is
there are long term effects
the drug can have on the
brain,” said Everett. “It

actually injures the brain
in ways that last long
after the user stops taking
it. A study showed habit-
ual ecstasy users suffer
long-term neurological
damage, and recreational
users may be in danger of
developing permanent
brain damage. This could
manifest into depression,
anxiety, memory loss,
neuro-psychiatric disor-
der and drug addiction.
Other evidence suggests
ecstasy affects its users in
ways similar to
Alzheimer’s disease.

“Also, numerous scien-
tific studies have shown
significant impairments
in memory and learning
in individuals who have
taken ecstasy. They indi-
cate the effect ecstasy use
has on the memory can’t
simply be attributed to
withdrawal or residual
effects, and it could result

in persistent memory
damage.”

The best weapon in the
battle against ecstasy use,
according to Everett, is
good, reliable informa-
tion.

“Our primary concern
has to be for the safety of
our children,” said
Everett. “We want to
make sure we get this
information out there and
in the hands of the par-
ents and guardians who
need it most. If anyone
has any questions regard-
ing the drug, they are
welcome to contact the
police department’s
Narcotics Unit at (432)
264-2595.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com
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BOB BROCK Ford Lincoln Mercury Nissan

★★ ★     NISSANS    ★ ★ ★

★★ ★     FORDS    ★ ★ ★★★ ★    IMPORTS   ★ ★ ★

500 W. 4th  Big Spring, Texas  1-800-288-2082 / 432-267-7424
www.bobbrockford.com

MARCH MADNESS SALE RETURNS
2005 Toyota Matrix Wagon XR - Green w/Gray Cloth,  All Power, In Dash
6 Disc CD Player, Very Nice Car, Low Miles.
Was $16,995 NOW $14,995

2004 Mercedes-Benz LK C240 - Gold w/Tan Leather, Woodgrain, Moonroof,
Heated Seats, 6 Disc CD, Loaded, Low Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $20,995

2002 Honda Accord Special Edition Coupe - White w/Gray Cloth, All
Power, Moon Roof, Local Owner, Low Miles.
Was $14,995 NOW $10,995

2005 Toyota Sequoia SR5 - Silver w/Cloth, CD Player, One Owner, Nice
SUV, Low Miles.
Was $27,995 NOW $25,995

2004 Honda CRV 4WD - White w/Gray Cloth, Loaded SUV, Like New, One
Owner, Low Miles.
Was $14,995 NOW $12,995

2005 F250 SD Crewcab Diesel FX4 King Ranch - Dk. Red w/King Ranch
Leather, Loaded, Like  New, New Truck Trade In, One Owner.
Was $31,995 NOW $30,995

2005 Ford F-150 Supercab XL 4X4 - White,  V-8, Air, Automatic, Local One
Owner w/60,000 Miles.
Was $20,995 NOW $16,995

2005 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Gray w/Cloth, Local One Owner.
MSRP $18,995 NOW $14,995

2004 Ford F250 Super Duty Crew Cab Diesel - Blue w/Gray Cloth, CD
Player, Short Bed, Great Truck.
Was $23,995 NOW $22,995

2008 Ford Escape XLT - Tungsten w/Gray Cloth, Privacy Glass, Power Seat,
Fog Lamps, 3.0L V6, Only 13,000 Miles.
Was $20,995 NOW $19,995

2007 Ford F350 15 Pass. XLT 5.4 - White w/Gray Cloth, Remote Keyless,
Panic Alarm, Only 20,000 Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $22,995

2005 Ford Expedition XLT 4X4 - Silver w/Gray Leather, All Power, One
Owner, Nice, Low Miles.
Was $21,995 NOW 20,995

2005 Ford Explorer Sport Trac XLT - Red w/Gray Cloth, CD Player, One
Owner, Nice Unit, Low Miles.
Was $18,995 NOW $17,995

2005 Ford Explorer XLT - White w/Gray Leather, Nice SUV, Loaded, All
Power, Low Miles.
Was $16,995 NOW $15,995

2004 Ford Explorer Sport Trac XLT - Green w/Tan Cloth, All Power, One
Owner, CD Player, Nice SUV.
Was $16,995 NOW $14,995

2002 Ford Expedition XLT 4X4 - Tan/Black w/Tan Leather, Loaded, One
Owner, Very Nice, SUV, Low Miles.
Was $17,995 NOW $12,995

★ ★ ★ LINCOLNS AND MERCURYS ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ FORDS ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ CHEVROLETS ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ALL OTHERS ★ ★ ★

“We Accept Tax Refunds As Down Payments”

2005 Nissan Altima 2.5S - White w/Gray Cloth, CD Player,  All Power,
Automatic, 35,000 Miles.
Was $18,995 NOW $15,995

2005 Nissan Altima 2.5S - Red w/Gray Cloth, All Power, One Owner, Like
New, CD Player, Low Miles.
Was $15,995 NOW $14,995

2004 Nissan Maxima SL - Black w/Gray Leather, All Power, Skylight Roof,
Local One Owner, Low Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $18,995

2004 Nissan Xterra SE - Gold w/Gray Cloth, All Power, Loaded, Like New,
One Owner, Low Miles.
Was $16,995 NOW $15,995

2004 Nissan Murano - White w/Tan Leather, Loaded, All Power, Very Nice,
New Car Trade In.
Was $20,995 NOW $19,995

2004 Nissan Xterra SE 4X2 - Silver w/Gray Cloth,  All Power, One Owner,
Low Miles.
Was $19,995 NOW $15,995

2007 Ford Mustang V6 Deluxe - Black w/Dark Charcoal Cloth, 5-Speed, Auto
Transmission, AM/FM, CD Player, Audio Input Jack, 4-Wheel Disc Brakes,
Only 17,421 Miles.
Was $23,995 NOW $19,995

2007 Ford Focus ZX4 SE - Cloud 9 White/Cloth, All Power, CD/MP3,
Remote Keyless.
Was $16,995 NOW $13,995

2007 Ford Focus SE - Gray w/Gray Cloth, One Owner, All Power, Nice
Car, Only 19,000 Miles.
Was $16,995 NOW $13,995

2006 Ford Fusion S - Oxford White, Stone Cloth, All Power, 2-3-4 Cyl., 12,000
Miles.
Was $16,995 NOW $15,995

2006 Ford Taurus SE - Tungsten Metallic w/Cloth, All Power, Locally Owned
w/32,000 Miles.
Was $14,995 NOW $12,995

2004 Ford Mustang V6 Convertible - Black w/Tan Leather, CD Player, Like
New, One Owner, Only 19,685 Miles.
Was $18,995 NOW $14,995

2004 Ford Taurus LX - Tan w/Tan Cloth, All Power, Nice Clean Car, Local
Owner.
Was $9,995 NOW $6,995

2004 Ford Focus SE - Green w/Tan Cloth, Loaded, One Owner, Like New,
Low Miles.
Was $10,995 NOW $9,995

2003 Ford Escort ZX2 - Black w/Cloth, Automatic, All Power, Great Gas Car.
Was $9,995 NOW $7,995

2003 Ford Taurus Wagon SE - Tan w/Tan Cloth, One Owner, A MUST SEE,
Very Nice, All Power, 53,000 Miles.
Was $9,995 NOW $8,995

2007 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Black w/Gray Cloth, All Power, Like New,
Bedliner, 20,000 Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $23,995

2007 Ford F150 4X2 Supercrew XLT 4.6L V8 - Bright Red w/Flint Cloth,
Privacy Glass, CD Player, Like New, Low Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $23,995

2007 Ford F150 4X2 Supercrew XLT 5.4L V8 - Gold w/Tan Cloth, Privacy
Glass, CD Player, Bedliner, Very Nice, Only 18,000  Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $23,995

2007 Ford Ranger XLT - Red w/Cloth Seats, All Power, Automatic, One
Owner, Only 17,000 Miles.
Was $18,995 NOW $17,995

2006 Ford F250 Crew Cab King Ranch FX4 6.0 Diesel - White w/King
Ranch Leather, Heated Seats, All Power, One Owner, Nice Truck, Low Miles.
Was $32,995 NOW $31,995

2006 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT 4X2 5.4L V8 - Dk Red w/Tan Cloth, One
Owner, New Car Trade In, CD Player, Only 18,000 Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $23,995

2006 Ford F250 SD 4X2 6.0L Diesel Lariat - Black w/Gray Leather, One
Owner, New Truck Trade In, Nice Truck.
Was $29,995 NOW $28,995

7583

ALL PRICES REDUCED

2007  Lincoln Town Car Signature LTD - White Chocolate Tri-Coat, w/Tan
Camel Leather, All Power, Power Moonroof, Audiophile AM/FM Cass/CD,
Woodgrain, Only 14,000 Miles.
Was $30,995 NOW $29,995

2007 Lincoln Town  Car Signature LTD - Lt. French Silk w/Tan Camel
Leather, All Power, Power Moonroof, Audiophile, AM/FM/CD, Woodgrain,
Only 12,000 Miles.
Was $30,995 NOW $29,995

2007 Lincoln MKZ - Black Clearcoat w/Dk. Charcoal Leather, Wood Trim
Accent, Moonroof, All Power, Heated And Cooled Seats,  Only 10,000 Miles.
Was $28,995 NOW $27,995

2006 Lincoln Town Car Signature - Gray w/Gray Leather, All Power, Nice
Car, Wood Trim Accent, Heated Seats, One Owner, Low Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $23,995
2004 Mercury Grand Marquis LS - Lt. Tan w/Tan Leather, One Owner, All
Power, Wood Trim, Low Miles.
Was $15,995 NOW $13,995
2004 Lincoln Town Car Ultimate - White Cashmere w/Lt. Tan Leather, Very
Nice Car, All Power, One Owner, New Car Trade-In. Only 32,000 Miles.
Was $20,995 NOW $19,995
2001 Lincoln Navigator 4X4 - White w/Gray Leather, Moonroof, GPS, All
Power, Great SUV, Must Sell.
Was $16,995 NOW $14,995

2002 Chevrolet Cavalier - Blue w/Gray Cloth, Like New, One Owner, Only 38,000 Miles.
Was $10,995 NOW $9,995

2006 Chevrolet C1500 Silverado LT - White w/Gray Cloth, Nice Truck, All Power, Local
One Owner, CD Player, Power Seat, Low Miles.
Was $23,995 NOW $22,995

2006 Chevrolet Avalanche LT 4X2 - Black w/Tan Leather, Loaded, One Owner, All
Power, OnStar, Only 34,000 Miles.
Was $28,995 NOW $27,995

2005 Chevrolet 1500 Silverado 4X4 - White w/Gray Leather, Crew Cab, CD Player, One
Owner, All Power.
Was $25,995 NOW $23,995

2006 Jeep Wrangler SE - Tan w/Tan Cloth, 5 Speed,CD Player, AC, Nice Unit, Only
14,000 Miles.
Was $18,995 NOW $17,995

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON — D.J. Augustin
was hanging back, playing
defense, trying to protect a slim
lead. Then he saw a bad pass
going the other way, toward
midcourt.

Augustin beat two Stanford
players going for the ball, then
turned it into an uncontested
layup. The play was so perfect
in its execution and timing that
Texas coach Rick Barnes
jumped up, yelled “Yeah,
baby!” and gave a fist pump.

The breakaway basket was an
early spark in a 20-3 run that
sent the Longhorns past
Stanford 82-62 Friday night and
into the NCAA’s South
Regional final. Second-seeded
Texas will have quite a chal-
lenge with top-seeded Memphis,
but Barnes likes his chances
with Augustin running the
show.

“He’s as good as any basket-
ball player out there,” Barnes
said.

The Longhorns (31-6) set a
school record for victories and
got to the regional final for the
second time in three years, and
third time in six. Augustin
deserves plenty of credit for
this team’s success — but,
against Stanford (28-8), he got
help from an unlikely source,
sophomore Dexter Pittman.

A sophomore who arrived in
Austin weighing 366 pounds,
he’s down to 299 but still only a
bit player. Barnes figured the
jumbo reserve would make life
rough on Stanford’s big guys,
the 7-foot Lopez twins, and his
hunch was right on.

Leaning, pounding and pes-
tering, Pittman changed the
game in only 10 minutes. His
second-half effort on Brook
Lopez turned him from some-
one who scored 24 of the
Cardinal’s first 48 points into a
guy who didn’t make a basket

the final 13:55.
“I felt he was get-

ting frustrated
because I heard him
talking,” said
Pittman, who had
four points and six
rebounds in 10 min-
utes. “My goal was to
make sure I keep my
body at him on all
times — whenever
the ball goes up,
whenever the ball is
in the guard’s hands,
make sure my body is
on him. Even on
offense, I could clear
the lane out and move
him where he could-
n’t block shots.”

As time ran out,
Brook pounded the
court in anger as he
walked to the
postgame handshake.
In the interview
room, he turned his
head away when
asked questions about
Pittman.

“I think I just
stopped playing
aggressive since he
was guarding me,
throwing up low-per-
centage shots,” said
Lopez, who finished
with 26 points and 10
rebounds. “He just
bodied up against me
and tried to push me off the
lane.”

Said Barnes of Pittman: “I
thought he was huge.”

Just to clear, he meant that as
a compliment.

Damion James scored 18
points and A.J. Abrams scored
12. Augustin added seven
assists and five rebounds and
Justin Mason had seven points,
eight rebounds and six assists,
providing plenty of thrills for
the tens of thousands of Texas
(31-6) fans at Reliant Stadium.

“We had a feeling we’d have a

good load of our fans down
here,” Abrams said. “They did
a good job of getting this place
loud and really supporting us.
It really helped us out when
they started coming back and
they got into it.”

Stanford had little offense out-
side of Brook Lopez. The sec-
ond-most points came from
reserve Landry Fields — just
11. No one else had more than
six.

The starting backcourt went
2-for-16, scoring six points; a
pair of 3s by Mitch Johnson,

one going into half-
time and another
coming out. The
game was 17:29 old
before the Cardinal
finally hit anything
longer than an 8-foot-
er.

“For whatever rea-
son, we didn’t hit
shots we normally
make,” coach Trent
Johnson said.

The Cardinal
already were on their
deepest run since
2001. Whether they
can get back next
year might depend on
whether Lopez and
his 7-foot twin broth-
er, Robin, stick
around for their
junior years.
Regardless, Johnson
told his team how
proud he was that
they gave UCLA a
run for the regular-
season Pac-10 title
and in the conference
tournament, then
made a nice run in
the NCAAs.

“As hard as it is for
me to say, they are
better,” Johnson said
of Texas. “They have
got three, four guys
who are pretty good
basketball players,

and it would be easy for me to
sit up here and say, ‘Well, we
ran out of gas or didn’t do this
or didn’t do that.’ We have done
what we’ve done all year long.
We competed and came up
short because they were better
at crucial times.”

Davidson 73,
Wisconsin 56

DETROIT — Stephen Curry
knocked down yet another 3,
thumped his chest and pointed
skyward.

Heavens yes, Davidson is

marching on.
Curry scored more than 30

points for a third straight game,
and the 10th-seeded Wildcats
pulled off another stunner
Friday night, rolling over third-
seeded Wisconsin 73-56 to
advance to the Midwest
Regional finals.

Davidson (29-6) extended the
nation’s longest winning streak
to 25. The Wildcats will play
top-seeded Kansas on Sunday
for a trip to the Final Four.

A week after shredding
Gonzaga and Georgetown’s
vaunted defenses, the son of for-
mer NBA sharpshooter Dell
Curry dismantled the Badgers
and defensive specialist
Michael Flowers. Curry
outscored the Badgers all by
himself in the second half, 22-
20.

Wisconsin (31-5) was holding
opponents to 53.9 points, best in
the nation, and hadn’t allowed
Kansas State a single 3-point
basket in the second round.

Davidson looked right at
home inside the monstrous
Ford Field venue. The school’s
Board of Trustees provided free
bus fare, tickets and a hotel
room for students who wanted
to make the 11-hour ride from
North Carolina, and a few hun-
dred took them up on the offer.

Kansas 72,
Villanova 57

DETROIT — The Kansas
Jayhawks toyed with 

See HOOPS, Page 4B

Speed over size: Texas whips Stanford

AP photo/Eric Gay

Texas guard Damion James (5) slams the ball against
Stanford during the first half of the NCAA South Regional
semifinal basketball game, Friday in Houston. Texas ran
away with the game, winning 82-62 and advancing to the
regional finals, otherwise known as the Elite Eight.

NCAA

Tournament

Roundup
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Marisa Elizabeth Mojica
and Jefery Alan Flentge
will united in marriage at
1 p.m. May 17, 2008, at
Saint Stephens Catholic
Church in Midland.

Marisa is the daughter
of Gene and Isabell Lopez
of Midland and Joe
Mojica of San Antonio
and the granddaughter of

Juan and Ofelia Lucio of
Lamesa.

Jefery is the son of
Vernon and Tina White of
Big Spring.
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*Federal, state & local taxes apply. In addition, Alltel charges (& retains all or a portion of) a monthly connectivity, regulatory & administrative surcharge up to $1.70; federal & state Universal Service Fund fees (both may vary by customer 
usage); & 911 fees of up to $3.30. These additional fees may not be taxes or government-required charges & are subject to change. Additional information regarding your taxes, fees & surcharges is available from your Alltel customer 
service representative & on your monthly bill. My Circle: Available to new & existing customers on current select rate plans. Minimum rate plan of $49.99 for 5 Circle Plan numbers; $59.99 for 10 numbers; $99.99 for 20 numbers. For Smart 
Choice Pack customers, minimum rate plan of $69.99 for 5 Circle Plan numbers; $89.99 for 10 numbers; $139.99 for 20 numbers. My Circle numbers must be shared among all lines on the primary account. Not available on prepaid plans. 
Customer may not designate own wireless or voice mail number, Directory Assistance or 900 numbers as any of the available numbers. Calls must begin & end in your plan’s calling area. Designated numbers must be within the U.S. Program 
may be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Allow 24 hours for changes to Your Circle numbers to become effective. Not available in all markets. Restrictions apply to Business & Prepaid customers. See representative for details. Phone 
Details: Phones & applicable rebates available for a limited time, while supplies last, with activation of a qualifying rate plan. Limit 1 rebate per qualifying purchase. Phone cannot be returned once mail-in rebate certificate has been submitted. 
Customer pays applicable taxes. See rebate certificate for details. Bluetooth Wireless Technology: The Bluetooth features of this handset may not be compatible with all devices that are Bluetooth-enabled; Alltel cannot be responsible for 
compatibility with devices not sold by Alltel. Data Usage Details: Data usage is calculated per kilobyte rather than for airtime used. You may be disconnected and lose your data session at any time. In addition to the data 
transmission charges, you will be charged for other Axcess applications, at the rates specified at the time of access or download. Tethering smart devices to a computer requires an additional charge. EVDO Device and 
Coverage: An EVDO-capable device is required. When EVDO is unavailable, wireless data connections will automatically establish on the 1X network, where available. QuickNet Connect: When outside the EVDO/1X service 
area, you may initiate a data session by selecting the QuickNet Connect option. QuickNet Connect usage is billed in full minute increments with a minimum charge of one minute. QNC speeds are considerably slower than 
EVDO/1X. QNC max speed is 14.4 Kbps. Transmission Speeds: Speeds will vary depending on such circumstances as geography, atmospheric conditions, distance from tower or amount of traffic on system. Additional 
Information: This offer may be limited due to time, supplies, coverage, or participating locations. $25 non-refundable activation fee & possible $200 early termination fee applies per line. Service is according to the Terms & 
Conditions for Communications Services & other information available at any Alltel store or alltel.com. All product & service marks referenced are the names, trade names, trademarks & logos of their respective owners. 
Screen images are simulated. ©2008 Alltel Communications, LLC. All rights reserved.

shopalltel.com        
1-800-alltel-1

Choose the unlimited plan that fi ts you best. 

my circle
numbers5 10my circle

numbers 20my circle
numbers

Starting at
$4999*

mo

come and get your love
SM

after $50 mail-in rebate
with 2-yr. service agreement.

after $100 mail-in rebate
with 2-yr. service agreement.

$4999

• Chat-style text messaging 
• IM preloaded 
• Camera with video 
• Bluetooth® 

LG ScoopTM

FREE
Camera Phone

LG AX275

UNLIMITED
free calling
to any number on any network

My Circle®

FREE
UTStarcom UM150

Access the
Internet on the go
at DSL speeds

after $40 mail-in rebate
with 2-yr. service agreement.

Available in hot pink and silver.

Available in citrus orange, 
slate gray and turquoise blue.

For Business & Government Accounts call 1-866-WLS-BIZZ or visit alltelbusiness.com 

Alltel Retail Stores
• These Retail Stores Now Open Sunday.

Alpine
903 E. Holland | (432) 837-7029

Andrews
401 N. Main | (432) 524-4460

Big Spring
2101 Gregg St. | (432) 264-0003

Ft. Stockton
222 W. Dickinson | (432) 336-8777

Midland
   2106 Rankin Hwy. | (888) 772-2355
   5323 W. Loop 250 N. | (432) 520-3535
• Midland Park Mall | (432) 522-2032

Monahans
413 S. Main | (432) 943-8399

Odessa
2808 N. West County Rd. | (432) 333-5116
3131 E. University Blvd. | (325) 627-1047
Music City Mall | (432) 550-2066
Music City Mall | (432) 550-6399

Pecos
1213 S. Eddy | (432) 447-9425

Shop at a participating retailer:
Equipment & promotional offers at these 
locations may vary.

Alpine
First Choice Comm. | (432) 837-1443

Andrews
Airways | (432) 894-8699

Big Spring
Representative Sales | (432) 263-1500

Kermit
Airways | (432) 586-2866

Midland
CJ's Wireless Warehouse | (432) 689-4700
J&G Wireless Comm. | (432) 620-9830
Trio Wireless | (432) 699-2393
Wireless 4U | (432) 697-2000

Odessa
Electronic Center | (432) 337-4884
Electronic Center | (432) 550-4884

The Connection | (432) 617-3333
Trio Wireless | (432) 362-8489

Presidio
RadioShack | (432) 229-3620

Proud Sponsor of:

A8304SR.7.5x10.BW.TX6.indd   1 3/25/08   11:26:16 AM

BARGAIN MART
Discount Foods

403 Runnels, Big Spring, TX
Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6:30 

ORANGE JUICE

99¢

KRAFT CHEESE
STIX

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE
99¢

$169

2/$100

ALL YOGURT

CHEX MULTI GRAIN CEREAL
16-OZ.                                                               

APPLES
5-LB. BAG

MOTHER’S COOKIES

2/$100

79¢

89¢

99¢

ZAPPS CHIPS
11-OZ.                                    

BUDDIG PREM. HONEY HAM  
9-OZ.                                                               

OSCAR MAYER LUNCHABLES 
12-OZ.

ASSORTED NUTS IN SHELL
LB.    

EGGS
LG. DOZ.

$129

99¢

1/2 GAL.

7-OZ.
PK.

8128

Sale Starts
March 31st

Sale Ends
April 5th

JACK & JILL
DAYCARE

Open 7 days a Week 5 am-Midnight
Birth to 12 years old

1708 S. Nolan                 267-8411
004255

TT
hose who consid-
er humility reject
it for one reason
— they refuse to

be considered someone’s
doormat. They equate
humility with weakness,
and then the old pride is
rubbed in the wrong
direction. 

Moses was
one of the
great men
of the Bible.
He boldly
led the
nation of
Israel to the
border of
the
Promised
Land.
During
those 40
years, he
brought his people a code
of the law that still
serves as a guide some
3,500 years later.     

Moses was filled with
power, courage and wis-
dom and was the most
humble man on earth.
True humility recognizes
that there is nothing we
have received that did
not have its source out-
side of ourselves. Our
gifts and talents are to be
used for God’s glory. 

Children who learn the
golden nuggets of true
humility early in life
grow up to live a hon-
ored life of many bless-
ings.

Dear Jerrie, 
I come from a very

large family. There are
eight siblings, including
two sets of twins. All of
us will be celebrating
Mother’s Day this year at
our parent’s home in
Houston. We are a close
family and show our love
for one another with lots
of hugs and kisses. 

Two years ago, our old-
est brother, Marcus,
moved to Hollywood and

has involved himself in
the movie business. He
has had several small
parts in some low-budget
movies. 

The problem is, when
we are all together, he
talks endlessly about the
movie stars he meets, the
parts he plays and the
places he goes. After
awhile, we are all bored
stiff, but he never lets
up. How can we handle
this graciously and in a
mannerly way without
hurting his feelings? —
BeBe 

Hello BeBe, 
Since you are a close

family, he is the oldest
brother, and you are the
oldest sister, perhaps you
might give him a big hug
and let him know in a
kind and loving way that
enough is enough. Let
him know the family is
happy for him and sup-
ports him, but it’s time
he cools it and gives oth-
ers a time to share. Even
if he does not, don’t let
this bring a split into
your big and loving fami-
ly. Sometimes, we just
have to take the good
along with the not-so-
good. Be patient and
hopefully he will wind
down soon. God bless.

Dear Jerrie, 
What do you do when

you are invited to a
restaurant and you think
the person asking is pay-
ing? You have no money
with you, and suddenly
you are confronted with
paying half the bill.  —
Thanks, Martin 

Hi Martin, 
This situation happens

quiet often and can be
embarrassing. To avoid
this happening again,
keep a credit card with
you or some money you
have tucked away for
emergences. 

In situations such as
this, you may have to

ask your friend to pay
the tab until you can get
to the bank and cash a
check. When this hap-
pens, be sure you are
prompt to repay the
friend your part, as well
as your part of the tip. 

Remember, you can
always ask for a rain
check when someone
asks you to lunch and
you have no cash with
you. Never assume the
person asking will pay
your tab.This will save
you an embarrassing
moment.

Dear Jerrie,
If you’re giving a party

in a restaurant, should
you wait for your guests
in the entrance of the
restaurant, or should you
ask the waiter to take
you to your table? Also,
how long do you wait for
a “no-show?” — Thanks,
Vivian 

Hello Vivian, 
If the waiting room is

small, you should ask the
waiter to take you to
your table. You might let
him know how many oth-
ers you are expecting. If
you have a no-show, you
should call the person. If
you don’t reach them,
wait another 15 minutes
or so and then go ahead
with your party.

Hi Jerrie, 
Recently, my husband

and I took our pastor and
wife to dinner. They
brought along their 2-
year-old grandson with-
out notifying us in
advance. This child was
a storm from the minute
they put him in the child
seat until we left. 

It was impossible to
talk and visit. Other cus-
tomers stared at us and
we were embarrassed
beyond words. This child
threw his food across the
table, kicked, cried and
screamed. The grand-

mother did not seem to
let his actions bother
her. But finally, before
the meal was over, she
excused herself and went
to the car with him.
What would have been
the polite thing for us to
have done, since his
behavior disturbed other
customers as well? —
Molly 

Hello Molly,
The first mistake was

the pastor and his wife
bringing the grandson
without letting you know
in advance. I’m wonder-
ing, did they not know
about their grandson’s
behavior?  

When the child began
throwing his food, cry-
ing, kicking and would
not settle down, you
should have asked the
couple if they would like
to leave and go to a
drive-in restaurant where
you all could be more
comfortable. Or you
could have said to your
guests, “In respect to
other customers, let’s go
to a drive-in restaurant.”  

I’m surprised the owner
or manager of the restau-
rant did not approach
you. These things hap-
pen, but when parents or
grandparents take a mis-
behaved child to any
public place, they should
leave with the child
rather than stay and dis-
turb others. This is the
polite and courteous
thing to do.

Jerrie Stocks has for a
number of years conduct-
ed classes on etiquette in
public and private
schools, colleges, churches
and ladies’ groups, as
well as providing private
tutoring and conducting
workshops. E-mail your
questions concerning eti-
quette to yourmanner-
scount@suddenlink.net.

Engagements▼

Blum’s Jewelry
sponsored by

In The Big Spring Mall. • 267-6335

Mojica and Flentge
Marisa Elizabeth Mojica and Jefery Alan Flentge

Discovering humility

JJERRIEERRIE

SSTOCKSTOCKS
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YYOUROUR VVIEWSIEWS

Forsaking space weapons good idea

Some days you get the BearEDITORIAL
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

OOURUR VVIEWSIEWS

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

AA
ll right, enough is enough! In the past cou-
ple of weeks, Howard County has seen two
instances where grass fires were made
much more dangerous than they naturally

were by the presence of countless onlookers, who
apparently had nothing better to do than get in the
way of emergency personnel.

In the aftermath, we can’t help but be reminded of
the satirist who placed a wrecked van along a road-
way somewhere in the Northeast and painted a mes-
sage on its side that read: “Rubberneckers are
morons.”

We couldn’t agree more, especially in the wake of
Thursday evening’s grass fire that scorched more
than 400 acres in the Silver Heels area south of Big
Spring and destroyed at least two homes.

While there were no injuries reported as a result
of the blaze, and we are extremely thankful for that,
we do have to wonder if that fire might have been
contained much more quickly and maybe even a lit-
tle more easily had it not been for the hundreds of
people who clogged the roadways in that area, mak-
ing it difficult for emergency personnel and their
equipment to access the flames.

Obviously nobody can claim with any certainty
that rubberneckers kept firefighters from saving
one of the homes that was destroyed in Thursday’s
fire, but there is one thing that is absolutely certain
— there were hundreds of people in the area that
had no business being there.

What’s more, they made the already difficult and
dangerous task firefighters faced more difficult and
dangerous. They deserve better.

Extremely dry conditions have created a night-
marish situation for Howard County Volunteer Fire
Department personnel. They have literally exhaust-
ed themselves in the past few weeks battling numer-
ous blazes.

We would be remiss here if we did not offer a
large measure of praise for the work they’ve been
doing for us, and kudos are also tendered to the Big
Spring Fire Department, Glasscock County and
Martin County volunteers, the Westbrook
Volunteer Fire Department and Texas Forestry
Service personnel, who also responded to
Thursday’s blaze.

We also commend construction firms which pro-
vided bulldozers to help build fire breaks and the
various local oil companies that provided water
trucks.

But we have nothing but contempt for those who
seem to have nothing better to do than flock to such
scenes and do nothing but literally get in the way.

While those with homes in the Silver Heels area
had reason to be in the area Thursday afternoon
and evening, the rest had no business being there
and, we think, should be ashamed of themselves.

If the business of fighting fires is of that much
interest, perhaps these rubberneckers should con-
sider becoming HCVFD volunteers, undergo some
training and help these beleaguered firefighters in
the future.

Otherwise, please, please, please stay out of the
way.

LLETTERETTER POLICIESPOLICIES
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

AA SSMALLMALL PPRARAYERYER

When we are overwhelmed by everything that drops on
our plate, Lord, may we pass the plate to You. 

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

“I“I f the Fed can extend
$30 billion to help Bear
Stearns address their
financial crisis,”

Hillary Rodham Clinton argued,
“the federal government should
provide at least that much emer-
gency help to fami-
lies and communities
to address theirs.”
That’s a savvy appeal
to Americans’ strong
sense of fundamental
fairness — that if
goodies go to Wall
Street, then they also
should go to Main
Street. 

Voters, like buyers,
should beware. You
might think that
Democrats oppose
the $30 billion Bear Stearns bonan-
za, because it’s a big government
bailout that rewards bad business
practices.

Wrong. Like Republican presi-
dential candidate John McCain,
Clinton and her Democratic rival,
Barack Obama, support the Bear
Stearns deal. It’s one of those
things that nobody likes much,
but many economists on both the
left and right nonetheless support
— even if it goes against their
principles of fairness or free mar-
kets.

As economist Chad Stone, of the
nonpartisan but left-leaning
Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities, explained to me,
“Achieving an orderly liquidation
of Bear Stearns without having a
fire sale on assets is a good thing,
especially if the people who made
bad decisions have to take their
lumps. The injection of liquidity
by the Fed makes sense as a triage
measure to be withdrawn when

the crisis passes.”
On the right, economist Irwin M.

Stelzer wrote in The Weekly
Standard, “The era of free-market,
no-government-intervention
purists is over, if indeed it ever
existed.”

The ugly fact is that some busi-
nesses are too big to fail when
their demise would shake confi-
dence in the market and assuming
$30 billion of Bear Stearns debt
could thwart a recession.

The question is: If Washington
put up $30 billion for Bear
Stearns, then must Washington, as
Clinton suggested, throw a like
amount at bad home loans?

For McCain, the answer is no. “I
will not play election-year politics
with the housing crisis,” was
McCain’s answer Tuesday.
McCain wants the government to
focus on improving accounting
practices, changing the law to pro-
tect lenders who want to cut deals
with delinquent mortgagees and
concentrating on helping only
what he called “deserving home-
owners.”

Critics can dismiss McCain for
calling on lenders to do what
already is in their interest. But
McCain is right to focus on help-
ing people who can hold onto their
homes, rather than putting off the
day of reckoning for people who
can’t afford their homes — and
never will.

In a speech Tuesday, McCain
noted that housing prices rose by
“nearly 15 percent every year”
from 2001 and 2006, a statistic
based on Standard & Poor’s/Case-
Shiller indexes, which measure
the residential housing market in
major metropolitan areas.

If you live in what was a boom-
ing housing market, you may

recall that few wanted the govern-
ment to step in and control the
market when real estate prices
rose beyond all reason to the bene-
fit of working homeowners. Now
that prices have fallen, as was
inevitable, some folks want the
government to step in with more
bailouts.

Clinton has proposed a 90-day
moratorium on foreclosures, a
five-year rate freeze on sub-prime
adjustable-rate mortgages and a
$30 billion program to help state
and local governments reduce the
number of foreclosures. McCain
economic adviser Doug Holtz-
Eakin dismissed Clinton’s plan as
a $30 billion “slush fund.” Obama
has proposed a $10 billion foreclo-
sure prevention program to pro-
vide foreclosure counseling and
money for people who have to sell
homes they cannot afford. Such
proposals run the risk of keeping
real estate prices inflated longer
and prolonging the pain.

I have a lot of sympathy for peo-
ple who bought homes that they
could not afford in the mistaken
belief that savvy bankers would
not approve a loan that they could
not pay. They reached for the
American dream, and if they lose
their homes, their hold on that
dream will loosen as well.

But do I trust the government to
spend more bailout money wisely?
Au contraire, the longer the gov-
ernment tries to make bad loans
good, the longer it will take for
the market to correct. That means
spending more tax dollars to make
the problem worse.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.

COPYRIGHT 2008 CREATORS
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TT
ensions, it seems, between
the U.S. and Russia height-
en daily. Increasingly hos-
tile rhetoric is slung from

both sides in a tactical volley best
characterized as dumb and dumb-
er. One side’s foolhardy plans to
deploy missile
defense sites in
Eastern Europe are
met with even dumb-
er threats to with-
draw from key arms
control treaties. Add
to this the continued
existence of tens of
thousands of nuclear
weapons — thou-
sands of which are
still on high-alert sta-
tus—and a cold war
re-run seems just
around the corner. 

Thankfully, though, the peoples
of the two countries are not inter-
ested in another arms race.
According to the University of
Maryland’s Program on
International Policy Attitudes
(PIPA), a vast majority of both
Americans and Russians believe
that they can better attain security
through treaty-based cooperation
than through unilateral aggres-
sion. 

According to PIPA’s newest poll,
80 percent of Americans and 72
percent of Russians favor a treaty
that bans all weapons in outer
space, that crucial arena of eco-
nomic, military and political secu-
rity. Majorities in both countries
also support a prohibition against
systems that attack or interfere
with satellites, even when it was
suggested such interference could
be militarily useful. This attitude
reflects a broader concept of secu-
rity than is touted by either gov-
ernment. 

Current U.S. policy blatantly

opposes treaty-based cooperation
in space, and views it as an
infringement of its “rights” to
develop and test weapons in or
through space. Since 2005, the U.S.
is the only country in the United
Nations General Assembly to vote
against the non-legally binding
resolution calling for negotiations
on a treaty to prevent an arms
race in space. (Prior to that, it had
been adopted each year since 1990
without any votes against it.) 

Russia, on the other hand, has
offered a pledge not to be the first
to place weapons in outer space.
They have even prepared a draft
treaty banning space weapons, and
they hope to circulate it at the dis-
armament negotiating forum in
Geneva. However, while they have
yet to release the treaty text, it is
rumored to exclude missile
defense systems (which, like some
theorized anti-satellite weapons,
will be earth-based but can target
space-based objects). Further, the
Russians say their treaty will
exclude verification provisions, a
necessary element of any effective
arms control measure.  

Thus both the U.S. and Russia
fall short of what their popula-
tions want, and what civilization
needs to continue to flourish.
Humanity’s reliance on space
applications for communication,
weather tracking, disaster relief,
treaty verification and other civil-
ian and military applications con-
tinues to grow exponentially. The
number of space-faring actors—
both states and private compa-
nies—is destined to parallel our
growth in technological capability.
As our reliance on outer space
increases, so does our need to pro-
tect our outer space assets from
anything that can interfere with,
interrupt, harm or destroy them.
And in the zero-gravity arena of

outer space, even a dislodged bolt
from a discarded rocket has the
kinetic kill capacity of a safe
dropped from a five story build-
ing’s roof. 

Should the US and Russian gov-
ernments heed the desires of their
populaces and negotiate such
treaties, the cooperation that it
would engender would have a
“trickle down” effect to other
regimes. Other arms control and
security initiatives—such as those
jeopardized by recent dumb and
dumber moves—would receive a
major boost from a robust arms
control regime in space. President
Gorbachev, for instance, recalls
that his and Reagan’s failure to
agree on outer space security was
the primary reason why their
talks at Reykjavik did not result
in total nuclear weapons abolition.
Imagine our world today if we had
managed to cooperate in space
back then.  

We cannot risk, once again, los-
ing such an opportunity to create
a more secure planet. To lose this
chance could just bring us back to
the brink, towards a mutually
assured destruction as mad as its
acronym warned. The peoples of
the world, apparently far more in
tune with the interdependence of
our 21st century planet, have
already figured out that our con-
tinued existence is dependent on
our continued cooperation. Our
security needs in space and on
Earth demand such cooperation,
and the people of the planet
demand it, too. 

Rhianna Tyson is program man-
ager of Reaching Critical Will
which is a project of Women’s
International League for Peace and
Freedom.

DISTRIBUTED BY
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TO THE EDITOR:
In response to Ms. Fryar’s letter, I

think Mr. Ritchey is doing the best
he can. He is having to clean up
what another man left.

I feel it is very important for stu-
dents to have rules set and learn to
follow them. It gives them struc-
ture and prepares them for life
after high school. What employer
would hire someone that comes to
an interview unshaved, wearing
black fingernail polish and holes in
their ears?

The students at the high school
have gone most of the year with no
rules. The result? An increase in
fights, threats of shootings, rumors
of guns at school, an overflowing

ISS room and a full AEP. It is time
for someone to take control of these
kids.

School is a place for learning, not
expressing yourself. If these rules
are driving kids away from school,
then an education is not what they
were there for in the first place.
Keep up the good work Mr. Ritchey
and the rest of the staff at BSHS!

SHIRL BOYD

BIG SPRING

TO THE EDITOR:
I have been gone from “home” a

long time, but I keep up on the
goings on. I am very sad to hear
about all the gang-related activity

there.
I live in a fairly mid-sized town

(Eugene, Ore.) and we luckily do
not have gang-related shootings
very often, if at all. Over the years
though, I have lived in very large
cities where gangs were a reality
for me every day. It is frightening.
There are no easy answers, I know,
but this makes me wonder... What
is going on there?

I have had e-mails from others
that live there or used to, and they
say there is a problem with the
Hispanic community. Is this true?
Are there no programs set up to
help these kids?

See LETTERS, Page 5A

Rubbernecks,
please, please
stay at home!
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THE TAX SHOP
207 W. 10TH        264-7563
(BEHIND THE MEDICINE CENTER PHARMACY)

TAX PREPARATION*
1040 EZ............$30.00
1040A...............$45.00
1040.................$55.00

*INCLUDES E-FILE

RALS, PERCS AND INSTANT LOANS ALSO AVAILABLE

FULL RAL REFUNDS IN ONE
CHECK IN 24 HOURS OR LESS

WITH RAL APPROVAL
FREE ESTIMATES

85
89

Tommy Richmond
Franchise/
Tax Specialist

1512 S. Gregg
Big Spring, TX 79720
Tel 432-263-1931
Fax 432-263-1402

jrichmond@hrblock.com     www.hrblock.com

H&R BLOCK®

tax, mortgage and financial services

9482

Tax Time
GET TAX REFUNDS FAST

FREE ESTIMATES
Branch Manager

Diane Yanez
220 Main St.

Big Spring, Tx 79720

263-1138
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30
Sat. 8:30-12:00

95
16

Receive     $1500 Within 5 Minutes Upon RAL Approval

& Tax Service   

“Se Habla Espanol”

Rachel Rogers
Sen. Asst. Manager

Notary Public

Monica Solis
Asst. Manager

Up
To

Midwest Finance
& Tax Service

It’s Tax Time Again! Get Your Money
Back In As Little As 24 Hours.
No Appointment Necessary.

(With Approved RAL)

(Come see: Stephanie Norton)

Call Us Today: 263-1353 or 263-6121

Or Come By: 600 S.  Gregg
Walk Out With Money Today!

Se Habla
español

Se Habla
españolFree Estimates

85
89

TAX GUIDE 2008
Process Your Taxes Quick & Easy With The

Help Of These Businesses

ASK ABOUT INSTANT LOANS!

8699

INCOME TAX REFUND LOANS
most within 24 hrs.

✔Tax preparation available
✔Open year round
✔No cash needed
✔15 yrs in the Electronic 

Tax Filing Business
✔Certified Tax Specialist

JoAnn Palacios
Manager

1011 Gregg Street
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-263-6914

Fast Friendly Service!

*Restrictions Apply

HOOPS
Continued from Page 1B

Villanova, throwing alley-oop
passes off the backboard and
raining 3-pointers from all over
the court without breaking a
sweat.

Brandon Rush scored 16
points, Russell Robinson had 15
and top-seeded Kansas routed

the 12th-seeded Wildcats. The
Jayhawks (34-3) will try to
reach the Final Four for the
first time since 2003.

Kansas coach Bill Self is in
the regional finals for the fifth
time — at three schools — since
2000 and is a win away from no
longer being regarded as the
best coach without a Final Four
on his resume.

Villanova (22-13) trailed 41-22

at halftime. Scottie Reynolds,
who had scored at least 20
points in his previous three
NCAA tournament games, fin-
ished with 11.

Memphis 92,
Michigan State 74

HOUSTON — The mighty
Memphis Tigers humiliated
Michigan State and embar-
rassed all those naysayers who

suggested they were the most
suspect of the top seeds in this
year’s NCAA tournament.

Next up for the top-seeded
Tigers in the South Regional, a
game Sunday against Texas
with a trip to the Final Four on
the line. But the message on
this overwhelming night was
clear: Don’t mess with
Memphis.

Freshman Derrick Rose will

play at least one more college
game after a 27-point, five-assist
night that showed he’s ready
for the NBA. He exited early in
the second half with a cut on
his forehead that required
stitches, but later returned.

Memphis (36-1) led 50-20 at
halftime. Goran Suton led the
fifth-seeded Spartans (27-9) with
23 points and Chris Allen had
20.

HOWARD
Continued from Page 1B

high about any win in a
game or series. We’ve set
a very lofty goal, but it’s
good for the team to have
high goals.”

The Hawks emphasize
this goal in the locker
room where a sign shows
Howard’s current rank-
ing and reads “It doesn’t
mean anything until May
31.” For Smith, however,
getting out of Region V
presents more of a chal-
lenge than winning the
World Series.

“I’ll be honest, I think
the toughest part is get-
ting out of our regional,”
Smith said. “The eight
teams that make up our
regional are much
tougher than the World
Series field. That doesn’t
mean we won’t run into a
buzz saw at the national
tournament, but we’ve
been priming ourselves
all year for the regional. 

“The ranking is nice.
It’s the highest this

school has ever been
rated. The national cham-
pionship team from 1991
went into the Series
ranked ninth,” he contin-
ued. “It’s good for the
players. They’ve earned
it, but we also know its
just a poll.”

Howard finished its
four-game series with
NMMI Saturday with
another doubleheader. 

The Hawks travel to
take on El Paso
Community College
Friday for the first of two
doubleheaders in El Paso.

Notes: Howard
College’s softball team
swept the first of two dou-
bleheaders from
Clarendon Community
College Friday, winning
7-2 and 5-2, in Clarendon.

The two wins push
Howard’s overall record
to 22-9 and 14-4 in confer-
ence play. 

The Hawks wrapped up
a four-game series with
Clarendon Saturday and
host Western Texas
College for a four-game
series starting Friday at
Foundation Field.

BULLDOGS
Continued from Page 1B

for us. We want that one
back. But first, we’ve got
to stay focused and get

wins in the next two
games (Colorado City and
Haskell) before we play
Hawley again.

“The most encouraging
thing about the season so
far is that we haven’t
peaked yet,” he contin-

ued. “I don’t know if
Hawley has, but it’s nice
to know we haven’t.
That’s a good thing.
Hopefully, we can gel, put
it all together and go 6-0
in this last stretch of dis-
trict play.”

Coahoma 450 52—16 10 2
Anson 013 00—4 5 5

W - Ray Guttierez (4-1). L -
Whitaker.

2B: CHS - Chance Hart 2; AHS -
Woodward. HR: CHS - Adrian
Amaro. RBI: CHS - Hart 5, Amaro 4,
Corey Roberts 2, Donnie Garcia 2;
AHS - Cates, Heller.

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

There needs to be a dis-
claimer attached to those
feel-good stretches of suc-
cess the Texas Rangers
had last season.

“Obviously, it did give
us a little bit of momen-
tum going into the offsea-
son and we played well in
the second half,” Ian
Kinsler said. “But there
wasn’t a lot of pressure on
us.”

Right before the All-Star
break, Texas was unbeat-
en in seven consecutive
series for the first time
since 2001. The Rangers
then won 23 of their first
38 games after switch-hit-

ting slugger Mark
Teixeira, closer Eric
Gagne and center fielder
Kenny Lofton were trad-
ed.

But all that came after
the Rangers were already
out of playoff contention
under rookie manager
Ron Washington.

“We want pressure
games late in the season,”
Kinsler said.

That’s something the
Rangers have had only
once, in 2004, since win-
ning their last division
title in 1999. For once, the
Rangers went into spring
training seeming set with
their starting rotation.

But Brandon McCarthy
will miss at least the first

month of the season
because of a forearm
strain and left-hander
Kason Gabbard, who
came from Boston in the
Gagne deal, gave up 21
runs in 16 2-3 innings.

With McCarthy headed
to the disabled list,
Gabbard moved up from
fifth to fourth in the rota-
tion behind Kevin
Millwood, Vicente Padilla
and Jason Jennings.
Rookie Luis Mendoza
probably gets the nod the
first time a fifth starter is
needed in mid-April.

Millwood, the scheduled
starter for Monday’s
opener at Seattle, threw
five shutout innings in
his only major league

spring training start. 
Josh Hamilton’s major

league debut came nearly
eight years after Tampa
Bay drafted him No. 1
overall. He was out of
baseball 3 years because
of his addictions to
cocaine and alcohol, nei-
ther of which he had ever
tried until he was hurt
and on the disabled list in
the minors.

Sober now for more
than two years, Hamilton
quickly became a fan
favorite in Cincinnati
with his play and the
openness about his past.
With Texas, he has been
at ease in the clubhouse
and impressive on the
field.

Rangers hope to win under pressure
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Spring City Senior
Citizen’s Center

Note: Coffee, tea, juice
and low-fat milk served
with all meals. 

Monday — steak fingers
with cream gravy,
mashed potatoes

seasoned cabbage, corn-
bread and birthday cake
from In Home Care

Tuesday — smothered
chicken, macaroni and
cheese, okra and toma-
toes, buttermilk biscuits
and cottage cheese and
peaches.

Wednesday — large
baked potato, chili and
crackers, broccoli and
cheese, calico salad and
lemon pudding.

Thursday — baked
ham, macaroni and toma-
toes, black-eyed peas,
tossed salad, pears and
cornbread.

Friday — cracker
crumb fish (baked), scal-
loped potatoes, baby car-
rots, vegetable salad and
banana cake with icing.

Coahoma ISD
Monday — Breakfast,

Pop Tarts, sausage, apple-
sauce and milk; Lunch,
pizza, salad, mixed fruit,
cookies and milk.

Tuesday — Breakfast,
pancake sausage on-a-
stick, applesauce, milk;

Lunch, lasagna, salad,
oranges, bread, McRibs.

Wednesday —
Breakfast, French toast,
ham, orange juice, mild
taco beef pie, pinto beans,
pears, milk, burritos.

Thursday — Breakfast,
biscuits, sausage, gravy,
jelly, apple juice, chicken
patty, gravy, rolls, cream
potatoes, pineapples,
milk.

Friday — Breakfast,
donuts, ham, grape juice,
milk, smothered steak
w/gravy, sweeten rice,
corn, strawberries, bread,
milk; Lunch, hot pick-
ets/chips. Early Release.

Forsan ISD 
Monday — Breakfast,

cereal, Pop Tarts, juice,
milk; Lunch, burritos,
Spanish rice, tossed
salad, fresh fruit choice
and milk.

Tuesday — Breakfast,

pancakes, sausage, juice,
milk; Lunch, corn dogs,
macaroni cheese, tossed
salad, chilled pears and
milk.

Wednesday —
Breakfast, eggs, toast,
juice, milk; Lunch, chick-
en stir fry, rice, egg rolls,
apples and milk.

Thursday — Breakfast,
donuts, juice and milk;
Lunch, steak fingers,
mashed potatoes/gravy,
English peas, hot rolls,
yogurt and milk.

Friday — Breakfast, bis-
cuits, sausage, gravy,
juice, milk; Lunch, pizza,
seasoned corn, tossed
salad, chocolate cake,
orange smiles and milk.

Stanton ISD
Monday — Breakfast,

pancakes; Lunch, burri-
tos or hot dogs, chili ,
corn, vegetable sticks and
pineapples.
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April 2008 Activities
April 1   –Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                   Coffee @ Parkplace Retirement Living Center, 10 a.m.
                   Supper Club, “Spanish Inn” 5:30 p.m.
April 2  –  Senior Appreciation Day, 11:30 a.m.
April 3  –  Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                   Just Peachy Café “Coffee Club,” 10 a.m.
                   Bunko, 5 p.m. (New Time)
April 4   –Lunch Bunch & Birthdays, 11:30 a.m. 
                           “Just Peachy’s Cafe” 
 April 7 -   Hobbs Casino, 9:00 a.m., RSVP required
April 8  –  Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                   Supper Club, “Texas Cajun Cafe”, 5:30 p.m.
April 9  – Senior Appreciation Day, 11:30 p.m.
April 10 –Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                  Just Peachy Cafe, Coffee Club, 10:00 a.m.
April 12 –Big Spring Health Fair, 9:00 - 1:00 p.m.     
April 13 –MCT - “Alice in Wonderland”, 1:00 p.m.
April 14 –Games, 1-3:00, p.m.
April 15 –Mall Walking, 8:00 a.m.
                   Supper  Club “Herman’s”, 5:30 p.m.

Call Anita Cline today at 268-4721 to find out 
what the Circle is all about.

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

Something special’s  
happening in the Circle.

Don’t forget the Big Spring Health Fair

April 12th, 9:00 - 1:00 p.m.

SMMC hopes to see you there!

7458

Suzanne A. Beck, M.D., P.A.

James Jay Herman, M.D

Georgeanna Welch, RN, FNCP

Board Certified Allergy & Immunology
and

Specializing In Allergies & Asthma

Schedule An Appointment Today

3502 22nd St.
Lubbock, TX 79410                     806-799-4192

25634

Menus▼

Sydney Kate White, a
girl, was born at 2 a.m.
Feb. 24, 2008, weighing 6
pounds, 8 ounces and was
19 inches long. She is the
daughter of Justin and
Ashley White of San
Angelo.

Her maternal grandpar-
ents are Jim and Susan
Alexander of Forsan. Her
paternal grandparents are
Rita Powell of Forsan and
David White of Colorado. 

•••
Sidney Drew Kilgore, a

girl, was born at 7:59 a.m.
Feb. 5, 2008, weighing 7
pounds, 2 ounces and was
21 inches long.

She is the son of Stacey
and Tracy Kilgore of
Lubbock. Her maternal
grandparents are Brenda
Jackson and Terry Wynn,
both of Lubbock. Her
paternal grandparents are
Jerry and Darla Kilgore
of Big Spring.

Sidney was welcomed
home by siblings Logan
and Sarah.

•••
Jayvyn Jay Woodruff, a

boy, was born at 12:02
p.m. March 23, 2008,
weighing 7 pounds, 13

ounces and was 19 1/8
inches long.

He is the son of Cristal
Lopez and Jesse Lendell
Woodruff of Big Spring.
His maternal grandparent
is Bonnie Lopez. His

paternal grandparent is
Sheila Woodruff.

Jayvyn was welcomed
home by big sister Kaisza
Marie Woodruff.

Births▼

Sydney Kate White

Jayvyn Jay Woodruff

The House Where I Once Lived
Just up the road
There stands a
house. 
The house where
I once lived,
Way back in 
my childhood.
The house my
daddy built.

The house he built
for us a home
it sheltered us
from winds
and storms.

Deep dark shadows
creep with in,
Listen to
the howling wind.

That same old wind

that use to blow,
reminds of
long years ago,

I walked with mule
down cotton row,
Hey! This is the land
where cotton grows.

I stand and look
at house so old
my dreams and
memories all unfold

For many years
I still survive
and in my dreams
I often drive,

By that old house 
where I once lived
this is the house
my daddy built

by Bernice Reed Jones

Reader’s Corner
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Do you have an interesting
item for the Business and
Agriculture pages? Call John
Moseley, 263-7331, Ext.
230, or leave a voice mail.
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Energy Watch
Bhupen Agrawal is branch manager
and a senior vice president of
Investments of A.G. Edward’s
Midland office. He is also a member
of the Permian Basin Petroleum
Association.

Bill Franks, AAMS, is a senior assis-
tant to the branch manager. He is also
a member of the Permian Basin
Petroleum Association.

As reported March 16, we were unsure how long
(or if) crude oil prices could remain supported with-
out the products, gasoline in particular, pitching in.
Though last week’s inventory data was modestly
supportive, a strengthening dollar and ongoing
weak demand numbers offset any bullishness found
in the inventory report.

Last week, the dollar rose against the Euro while
anticipation of reduced demand for raw materials
pushed gold and oil lower. A currency strategist at
Bank of Tokyo Mitsubishi in London said: “The
main driver (of the dollar) is the liquidation of long
commodity positions, specifically crude oil. That’s
potentially been a positive for the dollar on the back
of the drop in commodity prices.” 

The Euro also weakened after a report showed
growth in Europe’s service and manufacturing
industries slowed more than economists forecast.
Meanwhile, gold headed for its biggest weekly drop
in 25 years, plunging 12 percent from its record
$1,032.70 an ounce. Oil fell below $100 a barrel for
the first time since March 5 and copper had its
biggest two-day decline in seven months. 

All in all, it was a challenging week for com-
modities.

• The U.S. Natural Gas Council estimates a car-
bon-capping system like the one being considered
in Congress may result in natural gas consumption
increasing 20 percent over the next decade.

• The new Pakistani parliament was inaugurated
last week. The government is dominated by oppo-
nents of President Musharraf. A senior ally of
Musharraf said the leader is not about to quit
despite parliament vowing to limit his powers and
question his U.S. supported policies.

• Last year, Chinese imports from Africa account-
ed for roughly one-quarter of their total. Yesterday,
Zhiming Zhao, executive president of China
Petroleum and Petro-Chemical Industry
Association, said that over the next decade, China
plans to boost that percentage to 35-40 percent. This
underscores the Chinese willingness to go after
“risky” oil and is likely a reflection of their desire
to diversify supply away for the geopolitically
unstable Middle East.

• Energy Intelligence reports fuel shortages in
China are again emerging. The southeastern
province of Guangdong is reportedly seeing some
service stations run out of diesel. The scenario is
this, retailers are simply unwilling to sell diesel
when wholesale prices are higher than the govern-
ment controlled retail price.

• The Russian Ministry of Economic Development
and Trade proposed a plan to cut refined product
export duties. The hope would be a cut in export
duties leads to investment in the refining infra-
structure.

• Regarding Kosovo, the Serb riots in Mitrovica
resulted in the death of one U.N. police officer.
Yesterday’s clash was the worst since Kosovo’s
Albanian majority declared independence.
According to reports, 50 to 60 grenades were
launched at peacekeeping forces.

• The International Maritime Organization is
debating new global specifications for marine
bunker fuels. Currently more than 75 percent of
global shipping fuel demand is met by heavy fuel
oil. If changes come, Energy Intelligence reports
they will likely be approved later this month, adopt-
ed by the end of the year, and enforced in early
2010. The worst-case scenario for bunker suppliers
is a switch to marine diesel that currently has a
maximum sulfur content of 1 percent.

• The Argentine government announced initia-
tives aimed at averting or reducing the impact of
gas shortages during their upcoming winter. The
gas crisis in the nation is so severe that two natur-
al gas-fired power plants scheduled to be added to
the grid this year are being delayed as the turbines
are converted to run on diesel.

Portions of this article were produced March 18 by
Eric Wittenauer, Energy Futures Analyst, Global
Investment Strategy Wachovia Securities, LLC. Its
publication is a collaborative effort and the infor-
mation is obtained from sources considered reliable,
however accuracy is not guaranteed by W.S. LLC.
Past performance is not a guarantee of future results
and additional information is available upon
request (432) 684-7335. A.G. Edwards is a division of
Wachovia Securities, LLC.

By DEE-ANN DURBIN
AP Auto Writer

DETROIT — General
Motors Corp. designer
Amaury Diaz Serrano
still remembers the day
in 1968 when his father
bought him his first Hot
Wheels car — a blue
Camaro — at a Sears in
his native Puerto Rico.

So imagine Diaz
Serrano’s thrill when Hot
Wheels announced a com-
petition for auto company
designers to come up with
a new series of the minia-
ture cars.

“The chances of design-
ing a Hot Wheel are like
going to the moon,” Diaz
Serrano said.

Diaz Serrano’s Hot
Wheels design, a sky blue
race car called the
“Chevroletor,” is among
the seven winners in the
Designer’s Challenge
series that will be hitting
stores between now and
June. Designers from
Chrysler LLC, Honda
Motor Co., Ford Motor
Co., Mitsubishi Motors
Corp., Lotus Cars and El

Segundo, Calif.-based
Mattel Inc.’s own Hot
Wheels design studio also
contributed winning
designs.

Hot Wheels design
director Alec Tam said
Hot Wheels designers
have long copied real
cars, such as the
Chevrolet Camaro and
Ford Mustang, for their
1:64 scale die-cast models.
But this year, the 40th
anniversary of Hot
Wheels, marked the first
time non-Hot Wheels

designers were invited to
participate. Tam said he
was thrilled with what
automotive designers
came up with when they
didn’t have to think about
practicalities like road-
worthiness and air bags.

“They took some
chances on design and did
things they are unable to
do in their day jobs,” he
said. “Hot Wheels is one
of the few places where a
car designer can not only
be a kid but can really
realize the vision of their

design.”
Tam said each car had

to capture the Hot Wheels
core values — speed,
power, performance and
attitude — as well as
reflecting the distinctive
look of each automaker.
Each car also had to be
able to perform a loop on
a Hot Wheels orange
track.

Each automaker chose
three top designs, and the
winners were chosen by a 

See HOT WHEELS, Page 6C

Automobile designers try making 
Hot Wheels for new competition

A hot design

AP Photo, Mattel Inc./Tom Wolfson

Mattel Inc. provided this photo of the Chevroletor, a Hot Wheels miniature car designed by
General Motors Corp. designer Amaury Diaz Serrano. Diaz Serrano’s design was the winner
of a competition for auto company designers to come up with a new series of the minia-
ture cars.

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

The local Wal-Mart Supercenter donated  $1,000 to the Big Spring Vietnam Memorial Committee to defray construction
costs for the planned All-Veterans Memorial. Shown during the check presentation are, from left, Manny Negron and Tim
Walsh from Wal-Mart, and VMC members Jim Wilson, Jerry Groves and Clarence Hartfield Jr.

HERALD photo/Lyndel Moody
Drew Darby, co-owner of Surety Title, cuts the red ribbon to celebrate the official opening of the business’ new office at
805 Scurry St. Standing left is Darby’s business partner Cindy Pitman holding her granddaughter London Mitchell. Also
pictured are members from the Big Spring Ambassadors and the Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce.
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COMPUTER
Continued from Page 5A

Power supply
In order to run a meaty

machine, you'll need an
equally meaty PSU
(power supply unit). For
high power parts, I'd opt
for nothing less than an
850W, stretching to
1000W if you've got a lot
of drives or
SLI/Crossfire graphics
setup. In my case, I'd
look for the well-trusted
OCZ Game Xtreme 850,
which you can pick up as
low as $150. 

Motherboard
The foundation of your

PC. You'll want a trusted
brand with a well-made
chipset. You'll also need
to make sure it's going to
house your choice of
processor. In this
instance, I'm leaning
towards Intel, so the X38
chipset motherboard is
perfect. It incorporates 2
PCI-express slots which
will let you install dual
graphics cards should
you want to. Specifically,
I would go the extra mile
for an Asus Formula
Maximus X38 board ,
offering great cooling and
monitoring options
which you'll definitely
benefit from given the kit
you're plugging into it.
You can find this board
for around $280. 

Processor
Intel and AMD have

been battling it out for
the processing top spot
for an age and a day. The
bottom line at the
moment though, is that
Intel is way ahead on
research and develop-
ment. Both Dual Cores
and Quad Cores can
serve you well right now,
and this is where you
have a choice to make. 

Although only two
cores are used during 3D
games currently (render-
ing the extra pair in a
Quad Core redundant) it
will only be around 18
months before they'll be
harnessed properly, thus
the Quad, though more
expensive will be future
proof. 

Dual Cores are cheaper,
and are easy to over-
clock to the same speed. I
would consider an Intel
Core 2 Quad Q9300
2.5GHz, and over-clock it
to 3.25GHz. Over-clocking
is easy to do through the
motherboard, but be
careful if experimenting:
you don't want to blow
your chip. This will set
you back approximately
$400. 

RAM
OCZ brand RAM is a

perfect choice when it
comes to memory for
gaming. The Raptor
range are durable, fast

and have a built-in
heatsink on the top help-
ing them keep as cool as
possible. DDR3 (double
data-rate) RAM has been
released, but it's current-
ly shockingly expensive.
Where 4GB of DDR3 will
cost you about $800, the
OCZ PC2-6400C4 800MHz
Reaper memory will only
cost you $140 for the
same amount, which is
more than enough. I call
that a win. 

Sound Card
Environmental sound is

a massive part of gam-
ing, heightening the
immersive experience
and giving you a better
sense of orientation.
Recent first person shoot-
ers like Bioshock and
Crysis use it to great
effect, and to harness
that I'd recommend noth-
ing less than the Creative
Soundblaster Fatal1ty X-
Fi Platinum Champion
Series, which clocks in at
a meaty $130. In addition
to full Digital DTS and
dedicated audio RAM, it
has a front panel which
you can use to plug in all
sorts of devices, and a
remote to run your
movies should you tire of
shooting people. 

Cooling
As mentioned earlier,

extra cooling is impera-
tive to keep your compo-
nents running smoothly.

Water cooling is extreme-
ly effective, but can cost
hundreds of dollars to set
up. OCZ have an alterna-
tive which you'll love -
the OCZ Vendetta cooling
stack. It's comprised of a
130mm high set of copper
heat pipes and aluminum
fins which conduct heat
well away from your
CPU, and through the fan
situated on the side. It's
an ingenious little
device, and will only set
you back a measly $40. 

Hard drive
Speed is the concern

here. The top end hard
drives usually run at
around 10,000 RPM. What
we're going to do is bind
two of these together into
one, called a RAID. I like
the Western Digital
Raptor drives to do the
job. At about $140 and
36GB each, they are the
equivalent of 20,000RPM
when working together.
You'll not need more
than about 70GB for a
system drive and games.
You can run all your
media from a separate
drive or even an external
disk so you can sport it
around with you. 

Optical drive
With the advent of Blu-

Ray, DVD writers have
plummeted in price. I
like the Pioneer DVR-

215BK 20x, which is plen-
ty fast, writes dual layers
and can be found for
under $50 these days. If
you're interested in
watching Blu-Ray too,
then you might want to
take a look a LG's Blu-
Ray burner, which is rel-
atively affordable at $340. 

Operating System
Gamers are divided

over which OS performs
best for games. Windows
XP seems to throw up
less problems with cer-
tain machines, but
Windows Vista includes
support for Direct X 10.
For the sake of not stand-
ing in the way of
progress, I'd go with
Windows Vista. Plus the
added media options and
desktop widgets make for
an improved look and
more intuitive interface. 

Mouse and keyboard
Peripherals really come

down to personal prefer-
ence. I'm a big fan of the
CyMotion Expert USB
keyboard, which comes
in at about $25, and a
Microsoft Sidewinder
Mouse, which will set
you back about $60. The
Sidewinder is a brilliant-
ly customizable bit of
technology, with remov-
able weights and inter-
changeable Kevlar feet.

Monitor 
You want big, you want

sharp and you want
responsive. And if you
also want good value,
then look no further than
the modestly-priced
Samsung SM245B for
around $560. Great con-
trast range and viewing
angle, a response time of
5ms and resolutions up
to 1920X1200 make this
an obvious choice. 

Speakers
To compliment your

soundcard's output, a
good 5.1 surround setup
will be a great addition.
Logitech has the X-540
surround speakers for
about $100, which has a
solid subwoofer and a
monitor-mountable front
satellite speaker. 

And there you have it.
A grand total under
$3,000. And when you put
it all together, you get
something that will make
the geek down the street
and his Alenware ’puter
envy you day after day,
game after game.
Compared to other com-
puters in the same price
range, this setup has out-
benchmarked others by a
country mile, and comes
in at a fraction of the
cost the same type of set-
up would bring at your
neighborhood Best Buy
or Circuit City.
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Wright Sprinkler System
1509 E. FM 700     Big Spring      263-8781

Free Estimates On New Systems & Repairs
(ALL SYSTEMS COME WITH 3 YR. WARRANTY)

10%  OFF Senior
Citizens

Fully Insured / Workers’ Comp.
Sprinkler System installed & Repaired
Backflow Prevention Assembly Testing

Li# 0006962 27474

WAUSAU, Wis. (AP) —
Cars lining the street. A
house full of young peo-
ple. A keg and drinking
games inside. Police
thought they had an
underage boozing party
on their hands.

But though they made
dozens of teens take
breath tests, none tested
positive for alcohol.
That’s because the keg
contained root beer.

The party was held by a
high school student who
wanted to show that teens
don’t always drink alco-
hol at their parties. It has
gained fame on
YouTube.com.

Dustin Zebro, 18, said
he staged the party after
friends at D.C. Everest
High School got suspend-
ed from sports because of
pictures showing them
drinking from red cups.

The root-beer kegger
was “to kind of make fun
of the school,” he said.
“They assumed there was
beer in the cups. We just
wanted to have some root
beer in red cups and just
make it look like a party,
but there actually wasn’t
any alcohol.”

Nearly 90 breath tests
were done, and officers
even searched locked
rooms for hiding teens.

Cops bust party where kids were drinking from keg of root beer
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All proceeds go to Keep Big Spring Beautiful
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Howard County Justice
of the Peace Outstanding
IBC Warrants:

Christine Avalos Bara,
1405 N. Sixth Street,
Lamesa

Sonia M. Barlow, 4209
Parkway, Big Spring

Casey D. Bernal, 901
Grand, Hereford

David Canales Jr., 803 E.
15th Street, Big Spring

Iginio Cervantez, 1905 N.
Monticello, Big Spring

Jared Coby, 901 S. High
St., Longview

Doyce Ray Coyle, 3301
Auburn, Big Spring

Stephen Cruz, 1707
Donley, Big Spring

Susan Cuellar, 2301 N.
Pecos, Midland

Ramona Davila, 2143
Texas Ave., San Antonio

Randy James Ellis, PO
Box 391, Snyder

B. Nicole Foust, 2505
Chanute, Big Spring

James Randal Gardner,
PO Box 1490, Lyons, Colo.

Naomi Gonzales, 1606 E.
Fifth, Big Spring

Brittney Gross, 1010 E.
20th Street, Big Spring

Nora Gutierrez, 606 N.
Eighth Street, Lamesa

Kristin Hawkins, 405 N.
Moss Lake Road, Big
Spring

Sharon Annette James,
1215 Cedar, Colorado City

Shauna Danielle Jenkins,
2208 45th Street, Snyder

Brandy Johnson, 24327
Pleasonton, San Antonio

Rene M. Johnson, 9205
W. County Road 174,
Midland

Joshua David
Mackenstein, 414
Hickory/3417 N. Midland

Drive, Midland
Shawn G. McKay, 3107

Bonham Ave, Odessa
Krista Moore, 411 N. 13th

Street, Lamesa
Anna Marie Moreno, 4656

St. Frances Ave., Dallas
Sylvia Moreno, 1107

Douglas, Big Spring
Michael Todd McClinton,

1003 S. Midkiff, Midland
William Leslie Neal, 2100

Alabama, Big Spring
Katherine Hardin Perez,

4908 Parkway, Big Spring
Lisa M. Portillo, 1200

Stanford, Big Spring
Richard Wayne Rains,

4501 Parkway, Big Spring
Patricia Ramos, 538

Westover Road Apt. 226,
Big Spring

Michael Dewayne
Renteria, 1810 Owens, Big
Spring

Alfredo Riojas Jr., 255, S.
11th St., Lubbock

Veronica Rodriguez, 3010
Cherokee, Big Spring

Blanca L. Saenz, 1202 N.
Sam Houston Ave., Odessa

Rudy Salazar, PO Box
1275, Stanton

Harl Bradford Shaffer,
5603 Gail Hwy., Big Spring

Syretta Diane Shellman,
1101 N. Goliad, Big Spring

Janie Spurgeion, 1212
Wadley, Midland

Shawn Spurgeon, 106 N.
Adams, Denver City

Tonya Taylor, 1111
Moseley Circle, Hobbs, N.M.

Ricky Waltenbaugh, 801
W. Marcy Apt. 23, Big
Spring

Christina Williams, 400
Macarthur, Odessa

District Court Filings:
Carie Dunnam vs. Craig

Dunnam, divorce.
Fiber Composite Company

Inc. vs. Key Energy
Services Inc., injury or dam-
ages not involving a vehicle.

Mark Gomez and Carla
Gomez vs. Julie Gomez
Puga and Carlos’ Inc., civil
suit.

Jacob Calvio vs. Irma
Calvio, protective order.

LVNV Funding LLC vs.
Leon Ramey, accounts,
notes and contracts.

Nancy Avalos vs. Linda
Schafer, injury or damages
with a motor vehicle.

Janette Loya vs. Margarito
Loya, divorce.

William Neal Buchheimer
vs. Nicole Marie
Buchheimer, divorce.

The State of Texas vs.
Terrance L. Essix for
$1,090, civil suit.

Kim Saenz, M.D., and
Kimberly J. Saenz, M.D.,
PLLC vs. George Parsley,
Big Spring Hospital Corp.
dba Scenic Mountain
Medical Center, Community
Health Systems Inc. and
Community Health Systems
Professional Services Corp,
injury or damages not
involving a vehicle.

Frank Sanchez vs. Monica
Ramon Sanchez, divorce.

Rebecca A. Overton vs.
Jerry D. Overton, divorce.

Marriage Licenses:
Aaron Wayne Hensley,

23, and Lisa Marie Viasana,
22, both of Big Spring.

Jose L. Rodriguez, 22,
and Marisa Rodriguez, 17,
both of Big Spring.

Billy John Lamar, 31, and
Jennifer Lee Brown, 25,
both of Big Spring.

Carmen Shane Burris, 46,
and Carrie E. Arnold, 46,
both of Big Spring.

Thomas Smally Marvin Jr.,
48, and Sammie Ruth
Walker, 46, both of Big
Spring.

Shannon Lemar Hood, 23,
of Hale Center, and
Katherine Elaine Bryant, 22,
of Big Spring.

Daniel Frederick
Hembree, 40, and Wanda
Herron Brown, 35, both of
Big Spring.

Jason A. Partlow-Aguilar,
20, and Natasha M. Yanez,
18, both of Big Spring.

Marcus Theon Gray, 23,
and Brandee Jo Johnston,
23, both of Big Spring. 

Warranty Deeds: 
Grantor: David A.

Difrancesca and Sandra
Difrancesca 

Grantee: Jennifer Bowman 
Property: Lot 2, Block 3,

West Cliff Addition 
Date: March 20, 2008 

Grantor: Chipper Smith
and Danine Smith 

Grantee: Connie Wood 
Property: Lot 17, Block 25,

College Park 
Date: March 20, 2008 

Grantor: The Y Bar Family
Limited Partnership 

Grantee: Oncor Electric
Delivery Co. 

Property: A 3.2 acre tract
out of Section 37, Block 32,
T-3-N, T&P RR Co. Survey 

Date: March 24, 2008 

Grantor: Walter J. Klein 
Grantee: Big Spring

Independent School District 
Property: A one-acre tract

out of Section 41, Block 33,
T-1-S, T&P RR Co. Survey 

Date: March 25, 2008 

Grantor: Frank Parker 
Grantee: Marcellous

Weaver 
Property: Lots 8 and 9,

Block Capehart Addition 
Date: March 25, 2008 

Grantor: April Dawn Long
and Marcus Bailey 

Grantee: Jimmy Bailey
and Diana Bailey 

Property: Three tracts out
of Section 44, Block 32, T-1-
N, T&P RR Co. Survey 

Date: March 26, 2008 

Grantor: KCE Partnership 
Grantee: Machelle

Williams 
Property: Lot 14, Block 7,

Stanford Park 
Date: March 26, 2008 

Grantor: Machelle
Williams 

Grantee: Prosperity
Management LLC 

Property: Lot 14, Block 7,
Stanford Park 

Date: March 26, 2008 

Grantor: Rene Beall Inc. 
Grantee: Teton Ranch

LLC 
Property: The NE/4 of

Section 12, Block 32, T-1-S,
T&P RR Co. Survey 

Date: March 26, 2008 

Warranty Deed with
Vendors Lien:

Grantor: Terry O.
McDaniel and Kay McDaniel 

Grantee: MCBW
Properties LTD 

Property: The N/2 of Lot 4,
Block 29, Original Town of

Big Spring 
Date: March 20, 2008 

Grantor: Jennifer L.
Walker 

Grantee: Frank Acri and
Mary Ann Acri 

Property: Lot 10, Block 16,
Kentwood Unit No. 2 

Date: March 25, 2008 

Grantor: Jimmy Randall
Sherrod 

Grantee: Saciel R. Brito 
Property: A 5.9 acre tract

out of Section 19, Block 32,
T-1-S, T&P RR Co. Survey 

Date: March 25, 2008 

Grantor: Walter Kenneth
Moore and Lucille Moore 

Grantee: Stephen W.
Purdy and Roberta Purdy 

Property: A 3.1 acre tract
out of Section 28, Block 32,
T-1-N, T&P RR Co. Survey 

Date: March 25, 2008 

Grantor: Sheri M. Sherrod 
Grantee: Emmett

Woodard 
Property: Lot 9, Block 4,

Mittel Acres 
Date: March 26, 2008 

Grantor: Walter Dickerson
and Dianne Dickerson 

Grantee: Marcus Hyatt
and Jackie Hyatt 

Property: lots 7 and 8,
Block 6, Park Hill 

Date: March 26, 2008 

Grantor: Matthew Ricketts 
Grantee: Brenda

Hernandez 
Property: lot 15, Block 22,

College Park 
Date: March 26, 2007

Public Records▼

HOT WHEELS
Continued from Page 5C

jury that included Hot Wheels
executives and designers as
well as editors from the Los
Angeles Times, Men’s Journal
and Car and Driver. The win-
ning cars will sell for just

under $3 in the first year and
about $1 in subsequent years
and will be made for as long as
they’re selling, Tam said.

Tam said most Hot Wheels
cars sell for about $1, but the
designer series has special
paint and tires. Fans probably
won’t mind the inflated price;
one of the cars, a Dodge XP-07,
is already selling for $6.99 on

eBay.
Diaz Serrano said he based

his car’s lines on the short-lived
1957 Corvette SS race car and
its exaggerated proportions
from race cars of the 1930s. The
blue color matches the original
car, he said, and the “40” on the
side refers to Hot Wheels’
anniversary.

The 48-year-old designer said

it took him five weeks to build
a cardboard prototype, which
beat out 120 other entries from
GM designers. He is grateful
GM changed long-standing poli-
cy and allowed him to use his
“Chevroletor” name instead of
Chevrolet.

These days, he’s back to work
at his day job, but even that is
one that would make most Hot

Wheels enthusiasts swoon. Diaz
Serrano is putting the finishing
touches on the new Chevrolet
Camaro, which is due out next
year.

“I’ve been doing fan cars at
work and fan cars for toy com-
panies, so I have no com-
plaints,” he said. “I get paid to
play.”
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Business Opportunity
WANTED: RETIRED man 
wanting to work 20hrs a week 
as maintenance man. Call 
James Padgett (806)549-2366. 
Background check will be re-
quired.

Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Ban across from 
Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SHEPPARD MEMORIALS
Custom  Headstones in a vari-
ety of Bronze, Marble and 
Granite. Contact Honey Joy at 
432-714-4656 or come by 605 
Gregg for your monument.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational
A BRIGHTER FUTURE!

Train to become an
Electrical Technician!

Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for 

those who qualify.
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 212
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!
Train for a new career as a

Medical Assisting, 
Medical Office Specializing, or

Dental Assistant!
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 216
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

STOP LOOKING!
START DOING!

Train for a new career as a 
Medical Assistant,

Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for those

who qualify.
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 200
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE: 1310 Colby, 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday & 
Monday 7:00am-7:00pm. Life 
time of collections. Don’t miss 
this one.

Help Wanted
AFTERNOON STAFF-
1:30a.m.-7:30p.m.-$7.00-9.00 
DOE. Apply at Jack & Jill, 1708 
Nolan.

ANIMAL CARE takers needed. 
2 full-time positions available. 
Apply in person at the Howard 
County Humane Society, Mon-
day-Friday, 8am-4pm. 

ASSISTANT MAINTENANCE
TECH needed at Cimarron 
Place. Own tools a plus. Com-
pany benefits included. Apply 
in person, 4136 E. 52nd St, 
Odessa. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for 
part-time Laundry attendant. 
Work 7 days- 7 days off. Must 
have own car. Apply 1208 
Gregg Street or 208 11th 
Place.

Help Wanted
“DRIVERS”

Want to be home daily? 
Want scheduled 
days off weekly?

Want a sign on bonus 
up to $4000.00?

Excellent benefits include:
* Health
* Dental
* Vision
* 401K
* Safety bonus
Coastal Transport is now seek-
ing individuals to deliver petro-
leum product in and around 
surrounding areas of Big 
Spring. Must be 23 years of 
age, have a Class A license 
with Tanker and Haz-Mat en-
dorsements with 1 year 
tractor/trailer experience.
Please contact Russell @ 
1-888-527-7221 for more infor-
mation.

MECHANIC: FLEET/BUS PM 
service. Strong knowledge AC 
Systems, Brakes, Electrical 
Fault Tracing. Experience a 
plus. 432-561-8529 
bert@allaboardamerica.com

Help Wanted
FRONTLINE NAT’L, EOE, 
seeks an LVN for FT work at 
the FCI, Big Spring. Credit and 
background check required. 
Fax resume to 513-528-9675.

Help Wanted
HELP WANTED with AC Heat-
ing & Electrical Experience. 
Call  Robertson Mechanical & 
Electrical (432)264-9396, 
213-3390 or 816-6327.

FT & PT Teller positions.
Motivated persons with good attitude may apply

in person at 406 E. FM 700,  Suite 102
between 9 and 4 M-F

Good math and people skills, dependable,
accurate, HS grad. 6790

RNs
ALL SHIFTS

Earn up to $25.34/hr (DOE)
Plus

Up to 20% shift differential
Our benefit package includes:

Paid Vacations, Sick Leave, Holidays,
Paid Insurance, Retirement, Bonus Program,

Nursing Educational Stipends.

Contact Job Center
432-268-7341,

fax resume to 432-268-7285
or complete an application online at:

https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720 6786

West Texas Centers for MHMR

Licensed Vocational Nurse: Provides nursing for clients and training for
clients, families, and staff, as an LVN by the State of Texas/Salary $12.90-14.71
($26,832.00-$30,588.00 annually) Salary dependent on experience. Benefits.
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 Licensed.

Residential Support Technician: Position provides services within the com-
munity and in the home to individuals with mental retardation. Must be proficient
in reading and writing. High School Diploma or GED preferred but not required.
Hours vary. Salary $7.71-$8.20 hr ($16,044.00-$17,052.00 annually.) Benefits.

Vocational Services Manager: Provides supervision of staff, acting as liai-
son between other agencies and the community, and building maintenance in
order to insure safety standards. High school diploma or GED required plus two
years of work experience as a Human Services Technician. Salary is $8.75-
$9.30/hr ($18,192-$19,344 annually). Benefits.

Part Time After Hour Crisis Worker: Will perform crisis response
work for mental health consumers. This exciting, flexible position pro-
vides an excellent opportunity as a second job to earn extra dollars.
Please contact us if have a Bachelor’s Degree with 24 hours in psychol-
ogy or related field.

Support Service Tech: Provides support services to individuals with mental
retardation. Must be proficient in reading and writing. High School Diploma or
GED preferred but not required. Hours vary. Salary $7.71-$8.20  hr ($16,044.00-
$17,052.00 annually). Benefits.

Vocational Service Tech: Provides instruction and directs the trainee in the
accomplishment of a specific job. Must be proficient in reading and writing. High
School Diploma or GED preferred but not required. Hours vary. Salary is $7.71-
$8.20 hr ($16,044.00-$17,052.00 annually) Benefits.

Part time Direct Care Staff: Responsible for training clients in work
and social related skills. Must be proficient in reading and writing. High
School Diploma or GED preferred but not required. Salary $8.20hr.
Hours vary.

Patient Assistance Tech: Position responsible for screening finan-
cials for Medicaid eligibility; maintains various reporting data; general
clerical duties. High school diploma or GED plus one year experience in
a related field. Salary $8.20/hr-$8.75hr ($17,052-18,192 annually - DOE).
Benefits.

Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or by calling
JOBLINE 800-687-2769. EOE.

6788

LEASE OPERATOR
Westbrook, Texas

Because of our continued expansion and growth through an aggressive acquisition program,
Energen Resources, a subsidiary of Energen Corporation, has an immediate opening for a Lease
Operator at our Westbrook field  located near Westbrook, Texas. Responsibilities include:

• Pump as needed monitoring, recording, and optimizing production data
• Operating and maintaining production equipment
• Conducting on-lease activities for assigned area making minor repairs and

adjustments as needed
• Assuring that all leases are operating safely within regulatory guidelines 
•  Successful applicant must be willing to live within 30 miles of field located

approximately 4 miles NW of Westbrook,Texas

The qualified applicant will have 1-3 years production experience with a broad knowledge of all
types of production equipment.  Experience working in secondary recovery environments a plus.
Computer skills and proficiency with spreadsheets a must. We offer a highly competitive salary
and bonus plan with a complete benefits package.

To become a part of our outstanding Westbrook team and a growing Industry Leader in the
Permian Basin, for immediate consideration please go to: www.energen.com to complete an
online application.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
8180

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
Because of our continued expansion and growth through an aggressive acquisition program,
Energen Resources, a subsidiary of Energen Corporation, has an immediate opening for a
Production Assistant in our Westbrook,Texas office. Responsibilities include:

• As receptionist, will be responsible for answering phone, filing,  greeting and
directing guest to appropriate offices and other general office duties.

• Will be responsible for tracking and recording material transfers and purchase
requisition information.

• Responsible for scanning, verifying and coding of electronic operations invoices
in the Westbrook office.

• Successful applicant must be willing to  live within 30 miles of field 
located approximately 4 miles NW of Westbrook, Texas.

The qualified candidate will have 2-3 years experience with some understanding of oil & gas
activities. General knowledge of production operations, accounts payable and office proce-
dures a plus. Proficient in the use of Excel, Word and Access a must.

Energen Resources offers a highly competitive compensation plan, which includes an incen-
tive bonus with a complete benefits package.

For immediate consideration please go to: www.energen.com to complete an online applica-
tion.

An Equal Opportunity Employer 8181

WEST TEXAS
VA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

300 Veterans Blvd
Big Spring, TX

REGISTERED NURSE
* Med-Surg

*Outpatient Clinic
*Extended Care & Transitional Unit
*Urgent Care/Monitored Care Unit

*Community Based Outpatient Clinic (Odessa)

Recruitment Bonuses Authorized

Contact: Leslie Williams, Nurse Recruiter at 432-263-7361, ext. 7030.
To learn more about employment opportunities,

Please visit us on the web at www.usajobs.gov. 

We offer:
10 paid holidays
RN’s - 26 vacation days
Educational Assistance

Stable Work Environment/401(k) Plan
Child Care Tuition Assistance Program
Educational Debt Reduction

Find out what it means to belong to the team that serves America’s Heroes.
6789

West Texas VA Health Care System currently has the following 
nursing positions available:

Correctional Officers
$14.99 Starting Pay

Cornell Companies, Inc.
Big Spring Correctional Center (BSCC)

BSCC is currently seeking correctional officer applicants with the
determination, commitment and desire to succeed in the field of cor-
rections.

To be considered, you must meet the following requirements:
Earned a high school diploma or GED. Must be able to pass pre-
employment physical, drug screen, criminal background investigation
and  credit check for employment purposes as described in the Fair
Credit Reporting Act.

Cornell offers competitive benefits including medical, dental, and
vision insurance, 401(k), tuition assistance, paid time off, opportuni-
ties for advancement and more.

Please contact the Human Resources Department at: 
1701 Apron Drive, Big Spring, TX 79720

or call 432-264-0060 for more information.
EOE. 78

14

STAND UP AND BE
COUNTED!

VOTE!
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
NOW HIRING Paramedics and 
EMT’s. Competitive Salary and 
Benefits for Full-time Employ-
ees plus Quarterly Bonuses. 
Apply at 1817 E. 6th St. or Call 
432-580-3699.

Help Wanted
OUTSIDE SALES and clean-
ing people needed to clean of-
fices part time. Good pay. Call 
(432)353-4849 or  email 
breathe_ez1@yahoo.com

Help Wanted
NEED A job today? Come be a 
delivery driver for Domino’s 
Pizza. We pay competitive 
hourly wages & put cash in 
your pocket daily! Working for 
the other guys? Bring your ex-
perience over to Domino’s 
Pizza and get paid top dollar. 
Part time and full time positions 
available. Need day hours? 
Need night hours? We have all 
shifts available. We work with 
ALL types of schedules. Apply 
now and get hired on the 
spot (some restrictions ap-
ply). 
2111 Greg Street 
EOE, Drug Free environment

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

Help Wanted

HELP WANTED! 
UP TO $8.00 HOURLY

for qualified applicants. DQ of 
Coahoma, 108 N. Broadway, is 
now hiring daytime help. Need 
to love working with people, 
meeting new faces drug and 
smoke-free environments. Ap-
ply with Manager JoAnn 
Abrego 

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

RN POSITION
No Shift Work, No Weekends & Lots of Paid Holidays!
The Texas Department of State Health Services is
recruiting an RN to be responsible for providing public
health nursing services to the residents of Howard
County & surrounding area. Serves as the Team Leader
for Family & Community Health Services at the Big
Spring Clinic. Perform population-based community
focused health promotion activities, child & adult
immunizations, HIV/STD & TB services. Duties require
independent clinical & leadership skills.Work hours M-
F, 8-5.Travel 10% day, 5% overnight. Must have a cur-
rent license to practice as RN in the State of Texas.
Apply at website: https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us,
Position Requisition #85310 or complete application
at 501 Birdwell Lane, Suite 28B in Big Spring.
For additional information, contact Melony Bennett at
432-571-4132.

EEO/ADA. 6881

PLS IS HOSTING A JOB FAIR
APRIL 1, 2008 FROM 9AM TO 2PM

We are seeking 3rd shift energetic motivated individuals
to unload trucks at our warehouse in Odessa, TX. Good
pay/benefits. For immediate interview apply in person at
Workforce Network of Odessa, 2626 JBS Pkwy, Bldg D or
call 1-800-644-8436 ext. 1803 mention code 1950TX &
leave msg. Must pass criminal background check and
required documents to complete I-9. PLS is a Drug Free
Workplace.

EOE 6890
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Help Wanted
ATTENTION

POLICE OFFICERS &
FIRE FIGHTERS

Are you the Best?
Can you make the top 10%?

If so.........
Apply for these positions today:

Fire Fighters
$27,361.15-$36,202.28 DOEC

Deadline for applications is 
Wednesday, May 7th, 5:00p.m.

Testing begins 
9:00a.m., Sat. May 10th

Police Officers Cert. & Non
$32,427.20 Cert.- 

$29,966.56 Non-Cert.
Testing April 17th & 18th

Additional testing dates TBA
Jailer

Animal Control Officer
We offer 

EXCELLENT BENEFITS
Including 100% paid 

Employee Health Insurance.
Inquire to:

Human Resources
City of Big Spring, Texas
Phone: (432)264-2346 

Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to 
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

EOE

CLINE CONSTRUCTION is 
hiring experienced Excavator- 
Backhoe- Loader & Grader Op-
erators. Excellent hours- Imme-
diate openings. Come by 1807 
North FM 700 or Call 
432-267-6006.

EXPERIENCED COMMER-
CIAL/ Industrial Sales Rep’s 
needed. Excellent commission 
structure. Roofing knowledge 
helpful but not necessary. Only 
mature, resonsible individuals 
need apply. Call 
1-877-918-0411.

Help Wanted
COTTONWOOD 

TRANSPORTATION
In SWEETWATER, TX 

IS HIRING AGAIN!
We need 10-15 owner opera-
tors who have flatbed experi-
ence. Your trailer or ours. Run 
Regional & be home most 
weekends. 3 yrs OTR CDL-A, 
good driving record. Come by 
office on 9101 So I-20 or call 
888-800-6097 for application.

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is 
hiring for:

CNA-PRN 
Big Spring/ 

Howard County area
Hospice experience preferred. 
Come by  421 South Main 
Street (EOE). Ask for Debbie 
Read.

DUNCAN DISPOSAL -  Now 
hiring a driver for the Coahoma 
area. Need at least a Class B 
CDL. Experience Preferred for 
a driver’s position. Must be 
able to pass mandatory DOT 
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls 
please. The job includes 40+ 
hours weekly Mon- Fri., with 
some Sat. mornings. An hourly 
rate with benefits package is 
available. Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Please Call Arthur 
432-770-3966.

EVENING CARHOPS 
Part-time. Must be Neat in Ap-
pearance. Honest & Depend-
able. No experience necessary 
will train. Inquire at Wagon 
Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. No 
phone call Please!

PART TIME Janitorial position 
available at The Salvation 
Army. Apply 811 West 5th.

Help Wanted

EXPERIENCED TRUCK Tech-
nician own tools required, A/C 
experience preferred. Full 
benefit and unlimited income 
potential. Apply at Travel Cen-
ters of America Shop 704 West 
I-20 or fax resume to 
432-267-4262.

FORSAN ISD is now accepting 
applications for manager/cook 
positions at the JR/SR High 
School for the next school 
year. Contact Cindy Graves at 
(432) 457-2223, Ext. 330 for 
application information. Appli-
cations will be accepted 
through April 10th.

PARKVIEW NURSING & 
REHABILITATION 

Now Hiring Certified Nurse 
Aides, which offers competitive 
pay, great benefits and a fan-
tastic working environment. Be 
a part of our devoted staff pro-
viding resident care. Looking 
for reliable and caring C.N.A.’s 
to join our team. Apply in per-
son at 3200 Parkway Rd.

Help Wanted
GENERAL MAINTENANCE.
Must have at least 1 year main-
tenance experience. Abilities to 
include: Painting experience 
with both brush and roller; gen-
eral plumbing, general sheet-
rock repair and texture. Must 
have own tools, ability to take 
after hour and weekend calls; 
valid TX drivers license and li-
ability insurance. Drug Free 
work place; health insurance 
and other benefits offered. 
Please come by Bent Tree 
Apartments, 1 Courtney Place 
to fill out an application.

GREAT PAY
& BENEFITS!

Hiring class CDL Drivers. 
Clean MVR. Call 432-756-2875 
or apply at Key Energy, West 
I-20 South Service Road, Stan-
ton, TX.

LAUNDRY AID needed with 
experience. Very fast pasted 
environment. Competitive pay 
and paid holidays & vacation. 
Pick up application at Holiday 
Inn Express, 1109 N. Aylesford 
Street.  

Help Wanted
LICENSED PLUMBERS and 
apprentices, helpers, and 
HVAC technicians, appren-
tices, helpers. Doing commer-
cial work in Midland and Big 
Spring. Insurance and retire-
ment. Good wages, growing 
company looking for long term 
employees. Call 
(432)699-7747.

Help Wanted
LOCAL 20+ Year Construction 
Company seeking experienced 
help. General residential and 
light commercial  repairs, re-
modeling, painting interior and 
exterior experience. Pay 
D.O.E. Call 432-267-2296.

OWN A Computer? Put it to 
work! Up to 1,500 to 7,500 a 
month. PT/FT. Free Info! 
www.reviveyouretirement.com

ECI WANTS YOU!

Want to work with families and young children?
Interested in making a difference in the life of an infant

and toddler with special needs?

Degree required-one of the following: MSW, LPC, LBSW, Psy
Asso, PT, OT, RN, SLP, LCSW

Salary dependent on degree and experience - Contract
Opportunities available too!

Positions Available:

ECI Dietician: Part Time or Full Time. Bachelor degree in dietet-
ics, human nutrition, food system management, or foods and nutri-
tion. Must be registered with Texas Board of Examiners or Dietitians.
Consultation work for children ages 0-3 yrs. DOE

ECI Family Service Coordinator: Responsible for assisting
families in gaining access to needed services and support.Degree
required (see above). Benefits. Salary based on early childhood
experience. Travel is required and reimbursed at .445 cents per
mile. Rental vehicles are available at various times. Services are
provided in the natural environment. DOE. 

ECI Licensed Physical Therapist: Full time or part time avail-
able. Responsible  for evaluation of and direct services for children
(ages 0-3) needing physical therapy services. Travel is required and
reimbursed at .445 cents per mile. Rental vehicles are available at
various times. Services are provided in the natural environment.
DOE

ECI Speech Therapist: Provide direct services and evaluations
to children ages 0-3 yrs. Travel is required and reimbursed at .445
cents per mile. Rental vehicles are available at various times.
Services are provided in the natural environment. DOE.

Salary dependent on experience. No smoking at any
time during work performance. Call Debbie Lindsey at 1-
800-852-2193 for more information or apply online by
visiting the website at www.wtcmhmr.org. or by calling
JOBLINE at 800-687-2769. EOE.

Locations: Big Spring, Colorado City,  Snyder,
Sweetwater 8894

Western Container Corp.
How would you like to spend the rest of your career
in a true team-based work environment where no
time clocks exist, hourly members make the final
decision on  new hire offers, and a rule book that
simply states “4 things that matter” - Personal
Responsibility, Adult Behavior, Integrity, and Mutual
Respect.
We are the world-class manufacturer of Pet Coca-
Cola bottles in North America and we are currently
seeking applications for Entry level positions.

• Ability to work 12 hour rotational shifts
• High school diploma or GED

Benefits:
• 9 paid holidays
• Paid vacations
• Health benefits
• 401k retirement plan

Apply at:
1600 1st Street  Big Spring, TX 79720
Between the hours of  8am and 4pm 

Monday through Friday

68
88

Faye’s Flowers
Looking for fresh new faces

Part-Time or Full-Time
Experience preferred ... will train the right 

people, benefits.

NO PHONE CALLS.

See Debra - 1013 Gregg 67
85

Dentist

Incumbent serves as a general dental

practitioner responsible for diagnosis and

treatment of difficult dental problems in a

correctional environment.  Provides

comprehensive dental care to the inmate

population, who may have behavior and

communication problems.  Assists in the

coordination the dental program, providing input

regarding proposed modifications to operating

procedures.  Incumbent is required to meet suitability as well as

qualification requirements to be selected for this position. 

Applications and more information can be obtained from

www.usajob.opm.gov .  Questions regarding this position can be

directed to Michael Cross, Employee Services Manager,

mcross@bop.gov, (432) 466-2402, or Aramis  Martinez, Health Services

Administrator , axxmartinez@bop.gov, 432-466-2438.  The BOP is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. 8184

Pharmacist

The incumbent serves as the Chief Pharmacist at
a Federal Bureau of Prisons’ correctional
facility and has responsibility for  complete
pharmacy services at the institution clinic. 
He/she is responsible for all aspects of
pharmacy operations including dispensing,
pharmaceutical care, clinical and community
relations, and accreditation compliance.    
Incumbent is required to meet suitability as

well as qualification requirements to be selected for this
position.  Applications and more information can be obtained from
www.usajob.opm.gov .  Questions regarding this position can be
directed to Michael Cross, Employee Services Manager,

mcross@bop.gov, (432) 466-2402, or Aramis  Martinez, Health Services

Administrator , axxmartinez@bop.gov, 432-466-2438.  The BOP is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. 8183
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During Mark Twain’s days as a newspaperman, he was the editor of a small Missouri
paper.

One day, he received a letter from a subscriber stating that he had found a 
spider in his paper and asked if this was an omen of good or bad luck.

Twain replied, “Finding a spider in your paper is neither good nor bad luck. The spider
was merely looking over our paper to see which merchant was not advertising so that he
could go to that store, spin his web across the door and lead a life of undisturbed peace
ever after.”

BIG
SPRINGHERALDHERALD
Advertise to keep the spider away from your door. 

Call today

(432) 263-7331

The Spider

16
08

7

$ 4 0 0  T O  $ 1 , 0 0 0  P R O F I T  P E R  M O N T H

But the rewards are great! I work for myself and
make a good living. I take responsibility for my performance

- it’s all up to me. A lot of people depend on me, and I
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Contracts are available now for motor route 
carriers. For information, call 432-263-7331.

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

Help Wanted
NEED EXPERIENCED Tool 
Pusher for Big Spring oil com-
pany. Competitive pay & bene-
fits, most work is within 60 
miles of Big Spring. Must be 
able to pass a drug test. Call 
432- 238-7650.

NEEDED L.V.N. for very busy 
adult practice willing to be 
trained for multiple procedures 
and treatments done in clinical 
setting. Please send resume 
c/o P.O. Box 1431/177, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-1431.

NOW ACCEPTING applica-
tions at Mitchell County Hospi-
tal District in Colorado City, 
Texas for:
1. Medical Biller (Experience- A 
MUST)- Mitchell County Hospi-
tal
2. CRNA for Surgery - Mitchell 
County Hospital
These are full time positions 
with upgraded salary scale and 
good benefits.
Contact Human Resources at 
(325)728-3431, ext. 7105.

NOW HIRING Lube Tech. 
Trainee. Apply at Travel Cen-
ters of America Shop, 704 
West I-20 or fax resume to 
432-267-4262.

OILFIELD ELECTRICAL con-
struction and maintenance 
company located in Midland, 
Texas is seeking a Supervisor 
for Oilfield electrical work. Will 
meet with customers, estimate 
jobs, and oversee installation. 
Must have a current Master or 
Journeyman Electrician’s Li-
cense. Salary is DOE. Please 
fax resume and salary require-
ments to (432)684-7607.

SAND BLASTER and painter 
wanted. Experience preferred, 
willing to train right person. 
Must be hard worker and de-
pendable. Call 432-213-3399.

Help Wanted
PARKVIEW NURSING & 

REHABILITATION CENTER
We have immediate opening 
for a full-time janitor and laun-
dry position. Experience pre-
ferred, but not required. Please 
apply in person at 3200 Park-
way Rd. 

PART TIME position available 
at The Salvation Army Boys & 
Girls Club. Apply in person. 
811 West 5th.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER
needed full-time. Prefer 1 yr. 
exp., but will train. High School 
Diploma or GED required. Ap-
ply in Person, 1901 W. 16th 
Street, Learning Tree Acad-
emy.

ROUTE SALES. $140.00 to 
$170.00 per day. Excellent 
benefits. Call 432-580-0059.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are background 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

WESTEX AUTO Parts is grow-
ing and in need of an auto 
parts puller and/or auto dis-
mantler. Mechanical experi-
ence and own tools are re-
quired. Please submit your ap-
plication to Lucy at Westex 
Auto Parts @ 1511 N. Hwy 350 
in Big Spring.

Help Wanted
The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District seeks an experi-
enced Electrical/Electronics 
Superintendent. Responsibili-
ties include the supervision of 
electrical and electronics crews 
and the maintenance and re-
pair of heavy, medium and light 
voltage electrical equipment, 
SCADA, microwave and radio. 
Successful candidate must 
have experience in industrial 
electricity and/or electronics 
and communication with super-
visory experience. CRMWD is 
an equal opportunity employer. 
Benefits include health insur-
ance, retirement plans, and 
sick, vacation and holiday 
leave. Resume should be sent 
to CRMWD, Attn: 
Electrical/Electronics Superin-
tendent Position, P.O. Box 869 
(400 E. 24th Street), Big 
Spring, Texas 79721-0869. Ap-
plications for employment are 
available at this same address 
and will be require of all candi-
dates selected for interviews. 
Questions regarding this posi-
tion may be directed to Mr. 
Cole Walker at 432-267-6341.

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

Items for Sale
2 TWIN Mattress sets and box 
springs. Both new. $95.00 
each. Will separate. Call 
432-664-8980.

BRAND NAME queen pillow-
top mattress set. New in plas-
tic. Factory warranty. $145. 
Can delivery 432-664-8980.

FOR SALE, Rigid Pipe 
Threader with extra’s 
$2300.00, Two wedding 
dresses with veils $375.00, 
Three formal/prom dresses 
$175.00. Call  432-264-0832 
for more information.

FULL SIZE mattress set. New 
in plastic. $115.00 Call 
432-664-8980.

KING QUILTED Pillowtop mat-
tress se. New in plastic with 
warranty. $250.00 Delivery 
Available. Call 432-664-8980.

NEED TO DO SPRING 
CLEANING! Call us we buy 
and sell from a small amount to 
a whole household. 

CROSSROADS AUCTION 
432-264-9900

ONLY SATURDAY, April 5
Only 9am to 1pm
American Limestone has stone 
panels, bits & pieces at low 
cost. Corner of 1st Ave. and 
Wright Ave. Southeast side of 
Air Park.

QUEEN ORTHOPEDIC mat-
tress set. Factory sealed with 
warranty. “New” $130.00. Call 
432-664-8980.

TEMPUR-PUDIC TYPE mem-
ory foam mattress set. New in 
plastic. Retail $1800 Must sell 
for $550. Call 432-664-8980.

VERY NICE 2001 21’ Trail Lite 
camper. Awning, air, one slide 
out. Sleeps 8. $8,500 OBO. 
Call 432-528-5080 or 
262-5859.

Jobs Wanted
CNA WOULD like to sit and 
help in your own home. Avail-
able any hours. For more infor-
mation call 432-263-2904.

Lost and Found
FOUND on FM 821 2 yellow 
Lab mixed females. To reclaim 
contact The Pet Connection 
432-267-7387.

Miscellaneous
1993 LONDONAIRE 40 foot 
Park Model. Washer & dryer, 
awning and slide out. 
$18,000.00. Call 432-816-4888 
for more information.

1999 JAYCO Designer 
Camper, 37’ with 3 slides, fi-
berglass. $19,500.00. Call 
(432)263-6948 for more infor-
mation.

2000 28 FT overall Fleetwood 
Prowler RV, low mileage, large 
slide out, clean interior, queen 
size bed, large storage unit, 
build in radio and CD player, 
TV included. Will deliver from 
San Angelo. Call 
325-944-2840.

50X40 STORAGE Room, insu-
lated walls and walk thru door. 
$300.00 month, $300.00 de-
posit. Call 432-213-2319.

BEDROOM SUITE- Beautiful 
Heirloom Quality!!! Large Man-
sion Bed, Huge Dresser, mir-
ror, chest, nightstand, MAR-
BLE TOPS, All Wood, sug-
gested retail, $9k, Forfeit 
$3900. New in 
boxes........................................
SELECT your COMFORT air 
bed, brand new, boxed, 2 con-
trols, separate settings, $880. 
806-549-3110.

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

CHIPPENDALE 10 pc, double 
pedestal table & 2 leafs, 6 
cushioned chairs, china cabi-
net, heirloom quality, NEW & 
BOXED, list $4296, Sell 
$1995........................................
PUB TABLE, solidwood & 4 
chairs. New in crate. List 
$1190, Asking $425. 
806-549-3110.

LARGE STORAGE/SHOP,
overhead door and walk thru 
door $300.00 month, $300.00 
deposit. Call 432-213-2319.

NEW CAL KING-KING 6-pc 
bedroom set: bed, dresser, mir-
ror, nightstand. List $3950, Sell 
$980. Can del...........................
Microfiber, sofa, love, chair and 
3 pc table set, brand new, life-
time warranty. $500. 
806-549-3110.

SACRIFICE QUEEN orthope-
dic mattress set. New in wrap-
per. Only $129. Can 
del.............................................
DOUBLE/FULL mattress set. 
$105. TWIN mattress set. $95. 
BOTH NEW. 806-549-3110.

STEEL BUILDINGS 30x40, 
40x60, 50x100. Advertising 
Discount Prices Limited, Up To 
50% Off. Can erect. 
www.scg-grp.com Source #0ZF 
432-897-4488.

STRUCTURAL PIPE: 2-3/8- 
$30. per joint, 2-7/8- $36. per 
joint and 4-1/2, 7 ft. corner 
post- $40.. Call (432)459-2565 
or 270-4698.

Pets
3 ADORABLE Fluffy little 
Peek-a-poos- 1 white, 1 black 
& 1 black w/white. $300.00. 
Call 263-0020 after 4:30 p.m.

ENGLISH POINTER pups born 
1-16-08. Parents on site. El-
hew, Big Country, and South-
ern Hills breeding. $300.00. 
Call 432-528-5684 or 
361-815-2814 in Big Spring.

Pets
FOUND FEMALE Dachshund 
on the 1600 Block of Runnels. 
Call 432-816-6801 to identify.

FREE PUPPIES (1) American 
Eskimo (1) Pomeranian mixed. 
Has first shots. Also have (2) 
Timber Wolf mixed dogs (1) 1 
yrs. old and (1) 2 yrs. old. 
Great with kids and other ani-
mals. Call 432-816-7942.

Real Estate for Rent

$480/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 x 
F086.

1011 W. 4th, Retail/Office. 
High visibility, water paid. 
$350.00 month, $350.00 de-
posit. Call 432-213-2319.

1501 LINCOLN- B. 2 bdr, 1 
bath. Call 432-267-3841 or 
432-517-0642.

3 BEDROOM, 1 bath, big back 
yard, covered parking. No bill 
paid. Available April 1st. $750. 
Month, $300. deposit. Call 
(602)980-5281.

FOR RENT BY OWNER, just 
remodeled one bedroom apart-
ment, furnished or not, $500 
per mo., $250.00 deposit, wa-
ter paid. Call 432-272-0048.

Real Estate for Rent
RETAIL BUILDING on Gregg 
Street. High traffic area with 
parking in front & back. 2200 
sq. feet. $400.00 Per month 
with 1 year lease. Please con-
tact Lucy 432-263-5000.

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

WANTED RESPONSIBLE Per-
son, prefer a woman. One fur-
nished bedroom and one 
empty bedroom for rent. New 
carpet, cable provided, very 
clean. Call 432-264-0540.

Real Estate for Sale
4-5 ACRES 2 Bdr/2bath older 
home newly remodeled. As is 
$70K, OBO. 2 miles from town. 
No Owner Financing not for 
rent. Call 432-213-1187.

603 SOUTH 2nd in Coahoma. 
2 Bedroom, 1 bath brick. 
Fenced, attached carport. 
$47,500.00. Call 
(432)263-6948 for more infor-
mation.

BEAUTIFUL VICTORIAN
Home. 3 Bdrm, 1-1/2 bath, 
wrap around porch, wooden 
deck, house sits on 2 lots, big 
back yard. 2101 Runnels. 
$100K. Call 432-816-2525.

EXCELLENT CONDITION. 
Great floor plan. 3 bedroom, 2 
bath. 1760 sq. feet. 
$123,500.00. 4121 Theo St.. 
Call  432-263-3135, 
432-413-8656. 

FORECLOSURE 3 bdrm. Only 
$24,900!  Must see! For listings 
800-544-6258 ext. F906.

GREAT STARTER/ Investment 
Home. Extra Cute. 3 bdrm, 1 
bath. No Owner finance. Call 
for appointment 
(432)816-1464. 

OWNER FINANCED Houses 
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore, 1518 
Wood, 1114 Mulberry and 603 
Circle. Easy Terms. Call Rea-
gan at 432-634-6818.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

WHAT ARE you waiting for? 
This cute home in a nice neigh-
borhood has been reduced to 
$37,900. 2 bedrooms or could 
be 3 if needed, 1-1/2 baths, 2 
living areas, covered patio, sin-
gle car garage and a wonderful 
back yard. This one needs just 
a little work to become your 
cozy home. Call Beth John-
ston, agent for Holly Sorrells 
Realtors, Odessa for viewing, 
432-770-0352.

Vehicles
1995 MITSUBISHI Eclipse 
$600 OBO! Runs great! For 
listings 800-544-1092 xN237.

2003 FORD Escape, 88K 
miles, anti theft alarm system, 
keyless entry, loaded! Asking 
$10,500. Contact Lisa at 
325-207-5605.

2004 STARCRAFT Deck Boat, 
19ft, 140hp, Lake ready w/all 
the extras. Call 432-816-3958.

2007 YAMAHA TW 200. 
$2,800.00. Electric start, 
4-stroke. Street Legal. Low 
mileage. Contact Loy @ 
432-213-4258. 

98 CHEVY Suburban, 4 Wheel 
Drive. Call 432-935-1365 and 
leave message if no answer.

HARLEY DAVIDSON 2002 
Road King Classic. Screaming 
Eagle Stage 1 Kit. True Duals. 
Clean & low mileage. 
432-816-1464.

BEAUTIFUL
GARDEN

COURTYARD
• Swimming Pool
• Private Patios

• Carports
• Appliances

• Most Utilities
Paid

• Senior Citizens
Discount

• 1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished

PARKHILL
TERRACE

APARTMENTS
800 W. Marcy Drive

263-5555       267-5444

20
83

6

LOVELY
NEIGHBORHOOD

COMPLEX
Swimming Pool

Carports,
Most Utilities Paid,

Senior Citizen
Discounts

1 & 2 Bedrooms &
1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555 20

83
7

2 & 3 Bedrooms
Rent Based on Income

On Site Laundry
Remodeled

NORTHCREST APTS.
1002 North Main

Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 267-5191

TDD 800-735-2989
“Equal Opportunity Provider”

7920

$299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

538 Westover                                     263-1252     
Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

32
24

0

+ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

ANSWERS
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Legals
LEGAL NOTICE:
This Texas Lottery Commission 
Scratch-Off game will close on 
April 7, 2008. You have until Octo-
ber 4, 2008, to redeem any tickets 
for this game: #765 Monthly Bo-
nus ($5) overall odds are 1 in 3.61. 
These Texas Lottery Commission 
Scratch-Off games will close on 
April 14, 2008. You have until Oc-
tober 11, 2008, to redeem any tick-
ets for these games: #757 Mega 
Slots ($5) overall odds are 1 in 
3.63, #796 Deluxe 7-11-21 ($2) 
overall odds are 1 in 4.12, #1000 
Crocodile Cash ($1) overall odds 
are 1 in 4.73, #1001 X’s & O’s ($3) 
overall odds are 1 in 3.91, #1010 
Loteria® Texas ($3) overall odds 
are 1 in 3.87, #1014 Stocking 
Stuffer ($1) overall odds are 1 in 
4.05, #1015 Merry Money ($5) 
overall odds are 1 in 3.52, #1018 
Holiday Lucky Times 10 ($10) 
overall odds are 1 in 3.36. This 
Texas Lottery Commission 
Scratch-Off game will close on 
April 21, 2008. You have until Oc-
tober 18, 2008, to redeem any tick-
ets for this game: #784 Fantastic 
5’s ($5) overall odds are 1 in 4.65. 
The odds listed here are the overall 
odds of winning any prize in a 
game, including break-even prizes. 
Lottery retailers are authorized to 
redeem prizes of up to and includ-
ing $599. Prizes of $600 or more 
must be claimed in person at a Lot-
tery Claim Center or by mail with a 
completed Texas Lottery claim 
form; however, annuity prizes or 
prizes over $999,999 must be 
claimed in person at the Commis-
sion Headquarters in Austin. Call 
Customer Service at 1- 
800-37LOTTO or visit the Lottery 
Web site at www.txlottery.org for 
more information and location of 
nearest Claim Center. The Texas 
Lottery is not responsible for lost or 
stolen tickets, or for tickets lost in 
the mail. Tickets, transactions, 
players, and winners are subject to, 
and players and winners agree to 
abide by, all applicable laws, Com-
mission rules, regulations, policies, 
directives, instructions, conditions, 
procedures, and final decisions of 
the Executive Director. A 
Scratch-Off game may continue to 
be sold even when all the top 
prizes have been claimed. Must be 
18 years of age or older to pur-
chase a Texas Lottery ticket. PLAY 
RESPONSIBLY. The Texas Lottery
Supports Texas Education.
#5720 March 30, 2008

CITY OF BIG SPRING
PUBLIC NOTICE

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF BIG SPRING WILL HOLD 
A PUBLIC HEARING AT 5:30 
P.M., TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2008 IN 
THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
307 EAST 4TH, BIG SPRING, 
TEXAS TO CONSIDER THE FOL-
LOWING:
The owner of Block 5, Mesa Addi-
tion, located at 4107 West Highway 
80 has requested a Specific Use 
Permit for the proposed use of a 
Travel Trailer/Recreational Vehicle 
Park.
#5726 March 23 & 30, 2008

CITY OF BIG SPRING
CITY COUNCIL

PUBLIC HEARING
TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2008

5:30 P.M.
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

307 E. 4TH STREET
BIG SPRING, TEXAS 79720

for 
PROPOSED AMENDED 
ZONING ORDINANCE

The City Council will hold a Public 
Hearing to consider the proposed 
Ordinance as an addition to Article 
8 Supplemental Use Standard by 
adopting Section 8-7 to be de-
scribed as “Freight and Portable 
Storage Containers” as to regulate 
the placement of freight and port-
able storage containers for the City 
of Big Spring, Howard County 
Texas; containing a cumulative 
clause; containing a savings and 
severability clause; providing for a 
maximum penalty or fine of five 
hundred dollars ($500.00); and es-
tablishing an effective date of May 
1, 2008. Citizens will have the op-
portunity to express any oral or 
written comments to Todd Darden, 
Assistant City Manager, City of Big 
Spring, 310 Nolan, Big Spring, 
Texas 79720 or call 
(432)264-2500.
#5727 March 23 & 30, 2008

Legals
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Es-
tate of Barbara Ann Cordes, de-
ceased, were issued on March 25, 
2008, in Cause No. P-13631, 
pending in the County Court of 
Howard County, Texas to Jim 
David Cordes, Independent Execu-
tor.
The address to which claims 
should be presented is as follows:

Jim David Cordes
4400 Andrews Highway, Apt. 704

Midland, Texas 79703
All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently being 
administered are required to pre-
sent them within the time and man-
ner prescribed by law, in care of 
the representative at the address 
above set out.
Dated this the 25th day of March, 
2008.
LAW OFFICE OF TIMOTHY D. 
YEATS, P.C.
P.O. Box 2830
Big Spring, Texas 79721-2830
432/267-5211
432/267-1907 (Fax)
By: Timothy D. Yeats
State Bar No. 22151200
#5730 March 30, 2008

Advertisement for Proposal
The Big Spring Independent 
School  District shall receive qualifi-
cation proposals until 4:00 p.m., 
April 30, 2008, for the following 
area:

Audit Services
Specifications and proposal docu-
ments may be found on the Big 
Spring ISD Web Site: 
http://bsisd.esc18.net/, at the bot-
tom of the home page under “Audit 
Services RFQ”. Proposals will be 
received in the Big Spring Inde-
pendent School District’s  Business 
Manager’s Office located at 708 
East 11th Place, Big Spring, Texas 
79720-4648, until the above listed 
date and time. Proposals received 
after the above deadline will be re-
turned unopened. The Big Spring 
Independent School District re-
serves the right to accept or reject 
any or all proposals, waive any for-
malities or technical defects in a 
proposal, and accept the proposal 
most advantageous to the school 
district.
#5734 March 30 & April 6, 2008

CALL US TODAY TO BUY OR SELL
NEW

1101 RIDGEROAD 900 W. 3RD 1001 HEARN 1914 N. HWY. 87 202 BENTON 0 CEDAR RD.

NEW NEW NEW

NEW

5909 N.  SERV.RD. 6309 MIDWAY 2712 CINDY 719 CRAIGMONT 2406 CHEYENNE 2601 ANN

3619 HAMILTON

4.8 ACRES

RIVA RIDGE

1702 HARVARD 2707 CRESTLINE 5700 CEDAR

SOLD

SOLD

Under Contract

2500 E.  23RD 1602 E. FM 700

3617 DIXON

NEW

68
43

SOLD
408 E. FM 700  Big Sporing, TX 79720

432-714-4886

Kim Pollard / Broker
432-213-2842

Kelly Myrick
432-466-1178

Donna Love
432-935-3870

Leslie Stevens
432-213-0909

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
We've all had days

wrestling with where we
want to be and where we
are right now. We tried
too hard. Maybe we
"pushed the river" so far
it tried to alter its course
by attempting to bend
into a new direction. As
Mars angles with the sun
today, it's by loosening
our grip that we harness

the motivation and
energy to power on.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). What's yours is
yours. Even if you lent it,
lost it or gave it away, it
would come back to you.
You're realizing what you
own and what you do
not. And it's a reassuring
to figure out. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Sometimes you look
at a family member and
wonder, (SET ITAL) If we
weren't related, would we
be friends? (END ITAL)
Today, the answer is,
absolutely, yes. You're
not only getting along,
you're having fun. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Trying to figure out
what others want is
enough to make you
neurotic now. You'll be
as productive as you are
autonomous. Serve up
your best, and then go
your own way, following
the whims of your busy
mind. 

CANCER (June 22-
July 22). You're
boosting your
attractiveness with
a few keen
decisions. Decide to
approve of yourself,
no matter what. Get
behind your unique
so-called "flaws."
What makes you
different also makes
you beautiful. 

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22). You're keeping that
promise you made, even
though you might prefer
not to now. Because you
reinforce that you are
good for your word,
someone will soon make
an extra effort to do the
same for you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Your stars support
you when you give up
being scared of a certain
thing happening. This
frees up your energy
since fear is so
exhausting. Gandhi said,
"There would be nothing
to frighten you if you
refused to be afraid." 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Your wells of
creativity will be
replenished by your
experiences, so long as
they are fresh,
stimulating and varied.
This is no time to fall
into your routine. If
you've been there, don't
return today.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.

21). Usually an
adventurous sort,
you're just as happy
to play it safe today.
You're drawn to the
well-trod path, the
place where the
crowd is gathering
and where you
know your
expectations will be
met. 

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21).

Your considerable
influence is met with
resistance -- this too will
pass. The easiest way to
get others to do what you
wish is to find out what
they want to do and then
wish that for them. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You're good at
catching the hints that
loved ones drop in your
path. But today their
unspoken wants are so
obvious that you'd have
to try hard not to get the
message. And you are in
a unique position to
deliver. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You know the
story. And you know the
story behind the story.
That's the part your
friends are hoping you'll
keep a secret. Take pause
before you reveal
anything about yourself
or anyone else. Someone
trusts you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Does everyone

around seem smug? Try
not to judge too harshly.
You're more sensitive to
the subtle degrees of
selfishness, so it may
seem to you that even the
flowers are picking
themselves.

FORECAST FOR THE
WEEK AHEAD: As
Mercury and then Venus
move into the feisty and
deliciously provocative
sign of Aries this week,
let's talk about Aries. The
first sign in the zodiac,
Aries is the original go-
getter. If it's never been
done before -- or, better
yet, if it can be done
better -- Aries is all over
it. Like a dog with a
bone, or a teenager with
a new set of wheels, we
goad our Aries bravado
onward when we say
"let's take her for a spin
and see what this baby
can do." And we go far --
because we're young and
haven't learned our
limits. So we're granted
the cosmic grace to
rebound, pardoned in our
innocence (at least once
or twice). The original
conversation starter, this
week, Mercury in Aries
draws independent
thinkers into discussion
with other thinkers.
Many of us find the
confidence to speak, and
by speaking, we hear our
own thoughts for the
very first time. Don't

hold back. Venus's entry
into Aries makes the bold
beautiful. We're
emboldened to dive right
in, to risk everything for
people and things we
care about. This week,
speak your truth, go after
your heart's desire and
go on with your bad self. 

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Aries Norah
Jones has already sailed
away with seven
Grammies for her
musical prowess. We're
thrilled. And speciously
suspect. After all, this
sign calls to mind heavy
metal or good old
fashioned rock 'n' roll!
While the Aries sun
defines Norah's very self,
with Mercury, Venus and
Mars in Pisces, she pulls
from the legacy of all
artists, living and
deceased, owing to her
versatile style.

Holiday Mathis is the
author of "Rock Your
Stars." If you would like
to write to her, please go
to www.creators.com and
click on "Write the
Author" on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis
and read her past
columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at
www.creators.com.

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

HHOLIDAYOLIDAY

MMATHISATHIS

Dear Annie: I recently
learned from my wife that
my in-laws have been
accusing me of theft for
over a year. My mother-
in-law has told everyone I
stole her wedding ring,
and my father-in-law says
I took his bottles of
Kahlua. 

This is preposterous. I
have never stolen so
much as a pencil in my
entire life. Besides, I
don’t even know where
my mother-in-law keeps
her wedding ring since I
have never seen her wear
it, and I don’t drink hard
alcohol. 

I composed a letter to
my in-laws asking them
either to retract their
statements or meet me at
the police station so we
all could take polygraph
tests. They did not
respond.

My wife said she saw a
similar problem in your
column and you
suggested the parents’
wild accusations could be
due to dementia. This
gave my wife much relief
because she would rather
consider her parents ill
than evil. However, if
they are suffering from
dementia, it would make
me a real heel to keep
insisting they talk to the
police. 

I now have to live with
these outrageous
accusations hanging over
me. Just last week, we
saw my father-in-law’s

car in front of the grocery
store and left rather than
have a public
confrontation. Recently, I
saw my brother-in-law on
the street and quickly
changed course. I am no
longer "free." What can I
do? — In Purgatory

Dear Purgatory: It is not
uncommon for such
accusations of theft to be
directed at family
members — especially in-
law children. Your wife
should convince her
siblings that Mom and
Dad need to be evaluated
by a physician — not for
your sake, but for theirs.
If the folks are showing
signs of dementia, it will
have an impact on their
future ability to live
independently and it’s
best if the family can
plan ahead. 

Your wife should
discuss her concerns with
the doctor, preferably in

consultation with all
siblings, so the subject
can be addressed and you
can be exonerated. 

Dear Annie: Six months
ago, I moved to another
state. A former friend and
co-worker writes and
calls me rather often.
We’ve known each other
a long time, and although
we socialized outside of
work, I’m really not
interested in continuing
this friendship. 

It seems too blunt to
simply stop returning her
calls. How do I end this
without hurting her
feelings? — Former
Friend

Dear Former: You don’t
have to cut her off
completely. The way to
let a friendship lapse is to
lengthen the time
between contact until you
are no longer a regular
part of each other’s lives.
When she writes, take a
while to respond. When
she calls, be too busy to
chat and say you’ll catch
up later. And do so. In a
couple of weeks.

Dear Annie: I read the
letter from "Gay Shrink,"
who said women often
misinterpret friendship
with gay men as
flirtation. Maybe so, but
there’s another side.

As a woman who has
worked for years in the
theatre, I have many gay
friends. I once made
friends with a man who
was sweet, kind, bought

me flowers, held my hand
and kissed me often.
When I wanted more, he
said, "Sorry you
misunderstood. I’m gay
and have a partner." One
of my gay friends told me
he was aware such
flirting was wrong, but he
liked the attention and
wasn’t ready to tell
someone new he was gay.
Of course, then things get
out of hand and everyone
is hurt.

I know not all gay men
do this, but almost every
woman I know has a
variation on the story. So
while women should
definitely take "Gay
Shrink’s" advice, gay men
who often have this
problem should take a
hard look at their
behavior. — Canadian
Actress

Dear Actress: Thanks
for pointing out how
hurtful it can be to lead
someone on — gay or
straight — when you are
not truly available or
interested.

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your
questions to anniesmail
box@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL
60611. 

© 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

Annie’s Mailbox ®: Advice for those in need
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By GROMER JEFFERS JR.
The Dallas Morning News

WACO — Deep in the
basement of Baylor
University’s Moody
Library, a slightly worn
45 nestled around a high-
tech turntable starts to
spin, producing a myste-
rious voice from the past.

The Mighty Wonders
and lead crooner John
Stewart Jr. deliver a mov-
ing version of the gospel
standard “Old Ship of
Zion.” He exhorts listen-
ers to “get on board if you
want to see Jesus,” as the
rest of the Wonders keep
pace in the background.

Like so many of their
contemporaries in the

late 1950s and early ‘60s,
the group’s emotional
solos and rich harmonies
were buried at the bottom
of collectors’ cardboard
boxes or lost to time —
until now.

Robert Darden, a jour-
nalism professor and
music historian, has
made it his life mission to
preserve every gospel
record made from 1940 to
1970, which includes the
genre’s golden age.

He’s been stretching a
$350,000 grant from a
Connecticut investor for
the Black Gospel Music
Restoration Project at
Baylor. With a staff of
three, Darden buys and
solicits old records from

collectors, average fans,
record companies and
other schools.

Along the way, he is
finding some lost or for-
gotten gems, such as the
Wonders’ track.

“It blew me away,” he
said of the recording that
brought tears to his wife’s
eyes. “I’ve never heard
anything like it. It just
makes you want more. I
have not been able to get
that song out of my head.”

Since the project began
more than a year ago,
Darden and his staff have
preserved more than 1,000
rare and classic gospel
records.

Their work has thrilled
gospel lovers.

The Rev. Bryan Carter,
pastor at Concord Baptist
Church in Dallas, said
old-time gospel music is
still performed in many
churches but is not easy
to find on CD.

Churchgoers are famil-
iar with songs because
they have been sung for
years, though the original
recordings have faded
with time.

“It’s a great project
that’s long overdue,”
Carter said. “The oral tra-
dition has been passed
down and is still around.
But a lot of the actual
music has been lost, so
this undertaking helps
preserve an important
part of African-American
history.”

Darden recognizes the
challenge but says it’s
worth it.

“This music to me is as
pure as it gets,” Darden
said. “Even the stuff
that’s rugged and a little
bit out of key, there is a
passion and heart to it
that I don’t hear in other
music.”

Rooted in slave songs
There was a time when

gospel was a dominant
sound in black culture. It
evolved from spirituals
that were moaned by
slaves on plantations. The

melodic pleadings were
often coded messages
about the Underground

See GOSPEL, Page 8A
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HOWARD COLLEGE
1001 Birdwell Lane

 264-5131

Workshop for Nurses and 

Students

"Unleashing Your Spirit of Inquiry"
What questions have you asked today?

The purpose of this interactive workshop is to prepare the nurse for 

an increasingly active role in evidence-based practice (EBP). The 

workshop will outline the five-step decision-making process for 

implementing best evidence into practice in the educational and 

clinical setting. Provides 6.5 contact hours.

Saturday, April 12, 2008
Registration 7:30 am - 8:00 am 

Program 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  
Howard College - Cactus Room

$25.00 for Nurses - $10.00 for Students (includes lunch)

Professor works to preserve gospel recordings

Dallas Morning News photo/Tom Fox

Audio engineer Tony Tadey makes a digital recording of an old gospel record in a sound
room of Moody Memorial Library on the Baylor University campus. Journalism professor
Robert Darden and his staff are taking rare out-of-print gospel records and preserving them
on disc.
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Railroad to freedom.
Newly freed blacks who

lived mostly in the South
modified those songs,
with groups from Texas
helping lead the way.

Gospel, by definition,
refers to the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. The reli-
gious themes of the music
often created a dichotomy
for the performers, many
of whom performed
gospel music and blues.

The Rev. Thomas
Dorsey, for instance,
wrote the historic “Take
My Hand, Precious Lord”
76 years ago after losing
his wife and child during
childbirth. He had been a
blues performer called
“Georgia Tom.”

It’s the music of Dorsey
and others that Darden
wants to preserve.

Darden was introduced
to gospel as a boy in the
1950s, when his father, an
Air Force lieutenant, used
his $15 a month raise and
bought a hi-fi player and
three recordings — a
Perry Como album, a col-
lection of movie tunes
and a Mahalia Jackson
record.

“The Mahalia Jackson
record is the one I
played,” Darden said.

Through the years
Darden, who was once the
gospel music editor at
Billboard magazine,
amassed a collection of
his own and wrote about
the music. He became
frustrated that his
research brought stories
of great performances,

but little else.
“I would write about

this particular song, and
then I wouldn’t be able to
find it,” he said. “People
would tell me they never
see one or didn’t have a
copy.”

An article by Darden
about the music, pub-
lished in New York,
brought interest from
Connecticut businessman
Charles Royce, who ulti-
mately gave the historian
the grant to start to
restoration project.

Among Darden’s uncov-
ered crop of old tunes are
rare cuts from the Soul
Stirrers, the Trinity,
Texas, quartet that moved
to Chicago and influenced
the secular sound that
would be refined by
artists like Ray Charles,
Wilson Pickett and

Aretha Franklin.
Great soul groups of the

1960s and ‘70s got their
harmonic styles and prac-
tice of switching lead
singers to build the inten-
sity of a song from the
Soul Stirrers, whose
alumni included R.H.
Harris, Sam Cooke and
Dallas soul man Johnnie
Taylor.

“Gospel helped launch
the whole R&B era,” said
Carter, Concord Baptist’s
pastor. “It’s directly
linked to the R&B music
we hear today.

Darden also has rare 45
r.p.m. records from the
Texas-bred Pilgrim
Travelers, who also
migrated to Chicago.

While gospel enthusi-
asts know the Soul
Stirrers and Pilgrim
Travelers, other artists

rediscovered by Darden
are rare treasures.

Baylor now has largely
unknown records by the
Bells of Joy, an Austin
group that wowed crowds
in Central Texas but
recorded sparingly.

The Bells’ most ubiqui-
tous track is “Let’s Talk
About Jesus.” But, as
Darden points out, they
also really “tear it up”
with the rarely heard “Do
Lord Remember Me” and
“I Found Another
Soldier.”

Many of Darden’s newly
restored sounds were
never meant to be heard
by wide audiences. These
include the rare record-
ings of the Mighty
Wonders that were donat-
ed to the project from a
Chicago collector.

It’s believed that the

Wonders, like many fledg-
ling gospel artists of the
time, would pay for studio
time and cut only a box
full of records. The
Aquasco, Md., group
probably sold the records
at the churches in venues
where they held concerts
or musicals.

About 70 percent of rare
gospel music is in the
hands of about 15 collec-
tors worldwide.

Getting them to come
together to develop a cata-
log has been challenging.

So Darden is seeking
collaboration with other
universities to bolster his
collection.

He hopes to get dona-
tions from the University
of Texas, the University
of Michigan and the
University of Southern
California.
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Bush says recent rash of violence in Iraq is
‘defining moment’ for fragile government

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bush declared on
Friday that Iraq stands at a defining moment as it
struggles to put down heavily armed Shiite militias in
new flare-ups of violence that threaten to undercut
security gains and sway his decision about U.S. troop
drawdowns.

In Baghdad, Shiite extremists lobbed rockets and
mortars against the U.S.-protected Green Zone, which
has come under steady barrages this week. The U.S.
sent a Hellfire missile into a Shiite stronghold in the
city. And in the south, fighting escalated in Basra
where the mettle of Iraqi security forces is being sore-
ly tested.

“Any government that presumes to represent the
majority of people must confront criminal elements or
people who think they can live outside the law,” Bush
said at the White House. “And that’s what’s taking
place in Basra and in other parts of Iraq. I would say
this is a defining moment in the history of a free Iraq.”

It’s also a key juncture for Bush in the five-year-old
war that has claimed 4,000 American lives, worn U.S.
forces thin and dominated his presidency.

Bush said Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s crack-
down in Basra against Shiite militias vying for control
of the oil-rich region is a positive milestone in the
birth of a democratic nation. The Iraqi prime minis-
ter’s decision to move against enemy elements in
Basra shows “evenhanded justice” and the Iraqi gov-
ernment’s willingness to go after both Sunni and
Shiite insurgents and outlaws, he said.

Obama gains endorsement of Sen. Casey in
Pennsylvania; Leahy nudges Clinton to quit

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Barack Obama got a surprise
boost in the last big state of the long Democratic cam-
paign Friday with an endorsement from Pennsylvania
Sen. Bob Casey Jr., while another Obama supporter
sought to nudge Hillary Rodham Clinton out of the
race.

Clinton leads by double-digits in Pennsylvania polls,
and Obama hopes Casey’s endorsement will earn him
a second look from the state’s white, working class and
Catholic voters — groups that have leaned toward
Clinton in other Democratic contests this year.

Clinton, on the other hand, is hoping a victory in
Pennsylvania will help persuade party “superdele-
gates” to support her and allow her to catch Obama in
the race for National Convention delegates.

Sen. Patrick Leahy, a Vermont senator who endorsed
Obama in January, said she was never going to win
enough delegates, and he suggested she should throw
in the towel in “the interests of a Democratic victory
in November.” A number of Democrats have expressed
concern that Republican John McCain is getting a
head start while Obama and Clinton fight on.

Police arrest suspects in series of Virginia
highway shootings after storming a farm

CROZET, Va. (AP) — Authorities believe a pair of
troublemaking teens were behind a series of random
shootings in an area where memories of the
Washington-area sniper shootings six years ago are
still fresh.

Investigators on Friday charged Slade Allen
Woodson, 19, of Afton, after authorities stormed a farm
and fired at an unidentified man carrying a gun.
Authorities also charged a 16-year-old from Crozet,
whose name also was not released.

“Everyone can, I think, rest compared to the state
that we were in overnight,” State Police
Superintendent Steven Flaherty said at a news confer-
ence Friday in Charlottesville.

Investigators said they now believe the shootings
that slightly injured two drivers were part of a long
night of random gunfire in which the pair also shot at
a credit union and a residence.

Woodson was charged in the shootings at the home
and the credit union, as well as shootings along
Interstate 64. He and the other teen were charged with
two felony counts of malicious wounding, one count of
attempted malicious wounding, two counts of the use
of a firearm in a felony and five counts of maliciously
shooting at an occupied vehicle.

They were being held pending bond hearings
Monday.

According to police, the shootings began early
Thursday in central Virginia. Gunshots hit two cars, a
van, a tractor-trailer and an unoccupied dump truck.
Shots also were fired at the credit union and a resi-
dence in Waynesboro.

Ga. town reeling after 3 shot, allegedly 
by man holding grudge in mother’s death

COLUMBUS, Ga. (AP) — Armed with a three-year
grudge and more guns than he could hold, a former
substitute teacher stormed a west Georgia hospital
looking to punish the nurse he blamed for his mother’s
death.

The nurse, another employee and a bystander are
dead, the alleged shooter is being treated for a gunshot
wound police gave him and a military community
accustomed to grieving is reeling.

Charles Johnston, 63, was expected to face murder
and assault charges in Thursday’s rampage at Doctors
Hospital, Police Chief Ricky Boren said. Johnston was
being treated at another hospital.

“Apparently it had been on his mind for a while,”
Boren said. “It’s a horrible crime, a crime that never
should have taken place.”

Johnston went to Doctors Hospital with a gun hidden
in his waistband and other guns in his pants and jack-
et pockets, authorities said. He made his way to the
fifth-floor intensive care unit, where his mother had

been treated in 2004 before she died of natural causes.
Boren said Johnston was looking for a nurse he

knew only as “Pete,” and followed nurse Peter D.
Wright into a hospital room after hearing Wright’s
name called out. Wright, 44, was shot in the chest and
head after trying to leave the room, Boren said.

“He held a grudge against ‘Pete’ because he believed
Pete to be an individual that did not properly take care
of his momma while she was in the hospital,” Boren
said. “It had been bearing on his mind ... and yester-
day he decided to do something about it.”

Wright may have administered care to Johnston’s
mother, Boren said.

As Johnston started to leave, he shot a 44-year-old
administrative assistant who crossed his path, Boren
said. Officials had not released the name of that vic-
tim.

After shooting Wright and the administrative assis-
tant inside the hospital, Johnston got into his station
wagon in the parking lot, Boren said. James David
Baker, 76, pulled in to a spot facing Johnston, who shot
him in the head as he got out of his car, the chief said.

Boren said Johnston may have thought that Baker,
76, was a police officer trying to arrest him.

A plainclothes detective shot Johnston in the shoul-
der moments later, after Johnston pulled a gun. He
was in satisfactory condition at the Medical Center in
Columbus.

Brothers attacked by tiger at SF Zoo 
allege negligence, defamation

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Two brothers who were
attacked by an escaped tiger at the San Francisco Zoo
have filed claims against the city alleging negligence
and defamation.

Kulbir and Amritpal “Paul” Dhaliwal are seeking
monetary compensation for “serious physical and
emotional injuries.” The claims filed this week are a
prerequisite for filing a civil lawsuit.

The pair were injured on Christmas Day after a 250-
pound Siberian tiger scaled the walls of its enclosure,
attacked them and killed their friend, 17-year-old
Carlos Sousa Jr. The animal eventually was shot dead
by police.
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By LEONARD PITTS JR.
McClatchy Newspapers

MEMPHIS, Tenn. —
Forty years later, they are
old men, many with bent
backs and gingerly steps.
And they are taciturn,
strangers to an era of con-
fession, getting in touch
with your feelings.

So if you ask them what
it was like, being a black
man and a sanitation
worker in this city in the
1950s and ‘60s, they will
say simply that it was
“tough” or it was “bad.”

And it will take some
pushing for them to tell
how you had to root
through people’s back
yards, collecting their
tree limbs and dead cats
and chicken bones,
because there was no
such thing as a garbage
can placed out by the
curb. Or about white
bosses who carried guns
and called you “boy” and
worked you 10, 12, 14
hours a day but only paid
you for eight, at as little
as $1.27 an hour. Or about
how it was when the
metal tubs you toted on
your head rusted through
and the garbage leaked.

“I have got maggots out
of my head, what done fell
in there. Sometimes, you
find ‘em in your collar,”
says Ozell Ueal, 68.

“I come home on the
bus,” says Elmore
Nickelberry, 76, who, like
Ueal, is still working,
`(people) couldn’t sit next
to me. They say, `You
stink.’ Most of the time,
I’d get way in the back.
Most of the time, I’d walk

home.”
This is a story about the

Memphis sanitation
workers’ strike of 1968,
how black men who were,
in their words, treated
like “beasts,” like “ani-
mals,” like the garbage
they collected, decided
enough, no more. It is a
story about how a
demand for higher wages
and better working condi-
tions soon turned into a
demand for something
more.

And it is a story about
Martin Luther King’s last
campaign — the one that
took his life, 40 years ago
this Friday.

A trying time
The great civil rights

leader was besieged from
all directions that season.
Estranged from the White
House for his stand
against the war in

Vietnam. Ridiculed by
young blacks who
thought him out of touch
with the new militancy of
guns and separatism.
Tormented from within
by depression, fatigue and
a haunting presentiment
of his own death.

That presentiment
entered a sermon, “The
Drum Major Instinct,” he
preached that February.
“Every now and then,”
King said quietly, “I
think about my own

death and I think about
my own funeral.” And
then he told them how he
wanted it to go. The per-
son who delivered his
eulogy was not to talk too
long, was not to mention
where King went to
school, was not to bring
up his Nobel Peace Prize.

“I’d like for somebody to
mention that day that
Martin Luther King Jr.
tried to give his life serv-
ing others!” His voice was
like a clap of summer
thunder.

Because he saw death
coming. In Memphis, it
had already come.

Sanitation workers
Echol Cole and Robert
Walker had climbed into
the back of one of the old
garbage trucks to get out
of the rain. But as the
vehicle rumbled along,
the hydraulic ram that
compacted the trash start-
ed up on its own. Cole and
Walker were crushed.
Just like garbage.

The men had com-
plained for years about
that truck in particular,
about raggedy, malfunc-
tioning old trucks in gen-
eral. The city never lis-
tened. Now it gave each

man’s widow one month’s
salary — likely less than
$300 — added an addition-
al $500 apiece, and called
it square. Burial expenses
alone were $900 a man.

“They felt a garbage
man wasn’t nothing,”
says Nickelberry. “And
they figured they could
treat us any way they
wanted to treat us. ...
Make you feel bad, ‘cause
you know you wasn’t no

garbage. You supposed to
been a man.”

It was, finally, one
indignity too many.

At a mass meeting 10
days later, years of accu-
mulated anger exploded.
Hundreds of men, repre-
sented by no union and
taking no formal vote,
decided, Enough. The
next day, 930 of 1,100 san-

See LEGACY, Page 11A
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‘I AM A MAN’ — a legacy lives on
King’s final campaign in Memphis as relevant today as it was 40 years ago

Miami Herald photo/Carl Juste

Joe Warren, 86, a retired Memphis sanitation worker,
becomes emotional as he recalls the brutal treatment that
he and others received during the sanitation worker’s strike
of 1968 in Memphis, Tenn.
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LEGACY
Continued from Page 10A

itation workers, 214 of 230
sewer and drainage work-
ers, did not show up for
work. The final act of the
civil rights movement
had begun.

Mayor and mayhem
No one knew it at the

time. At the time, it was
just a strike, just the
workers against the city,
the latter represented by
its newly elected mayor, a
stubbornly intransigent
cuss named Henry Loeb
who drew a line in the
sand early on and refused
to budge, even when his
advisers advised him to,
even when budging
seemed a matter of plain
common sense. In his
book, “Going Down
Jericho Road: The
Memphis Strike, Martin
Luther King’s Last
Campaign,” historian
Michael K. Honey paints
a striking picture of the
mayor: racist, virulently
anti-union; stridently
anti-communist.

“Anti-communism was
just a huge layer over the
white population at that
time in Memphis. In the
first negotiation that
(union organizer) Bill
Lucy had with them,
Mayor Loeb brings up the
communist issue and the
war in Vietnam. (Lucy)
was dumbfounded and he
said, `What did that have
to do with anything?’”

The men were talking
about raises. About a
place to shower the filth
off before they went
home. About getting paid
for time worked. About
having a place to urinate.
The mayor was talking
communism.

In the minds of white
conservatives, says
Honey, “If you stood up
for civil rights, you were
automatically a commu-
nist.”

So instead of moving
toward settlement, the

strike only grew. It drew
in national union leaders
trying to help the men
win recognition. Then
came preachers, local
activists, high school
kids, college students. It
also attracted a militant
youth group, the
Invaders. They were dis-
ciples of revolution and
Black Power who scorned
daily marches, sit-ins,
boycotts, negotiations and
other tools of working
through the system. They
demanded confrontation.
They demanded disrup-
tion.

It was an unwieldly
coalition of egos and
agendas, answerable to no
one authority. Worse,
from the city’s point of
view, were rumors that
the workers would call in
“outside agitators.”
Maybe the fiery black
power advocate Stokely
Carmichael. Maybe
Martin Luther King him-
self.

On Feb. 23rd, the strike
exploded into violence.
Sanitation workers were
holding one of their daily
marches when police
appeared, riding five and
six to a car, brandishing
rifles and using their
vehicles to force the
marchers, who were
walking several abreast
and commandeering
much of the street, back
toward the sidewalk. Cars
brushed dangerously
close. March leader the
Rev. James Lawson told
the marchers, “They’re
trying to provoke us.
Keep going.”

Then, say the workers
(the point is still disputed,
40 years later), a police
car ran over the foot of a
woman marcher. And
parked there. And the
men had had enough.
“They picked that car
up,” says Joe Warren, an
86-year-old retired sanita-
tion worker, “and turned
it over on its side. That’s
when all hell broke a
loose.”

Out came the night
sticks. The violence was

indiscriminate: women,
old men, ministers, not
resisting, just standing
there, didn’t matter. Some
policemen took off their
badges as they whaled
away.

“Them white police was
mean with those sticks,”
says Warren. “They hit
you with those sticks;
they juke you with those
sticks.” Some men fought
back with their protest
signs.

And then, out came the
Mace, sprayed into eyes
and nostrils at close
range. Lawson got three
shots full in the face. He
fell, eyes burning, throat
raw, disoriented, unable
to breathe. His offense: he
asked the police to stop.

“When you hit Main
Street,” says Nickelberry,
“that was just like a war
zone. People marchin’,
people hollerin’, people
gettin’ tear gas throwed
all over them.”

“I had on a long coat,”
says Ueal. “I was trying to
cover my head up. (A
police officer) went under
my coat and sprayed
Mace in my face, told me,

`Nigger, go jump in the
river.’”

Words that bind
Soon after, a new slogan

appeared on the signs the
black men carried. Four
words, but they were
provocative. Four words,
but in that time and
place, they were incendi-
ary. Four words, but they
managed to encapsulate
at long last something
black men had never
quite been able to get
America to understand.

Four words.
I AM A Man.
“When you been over-

seas fighting,” says
Nickelberry, who served
in Korea, “... look like you
should be treated as a
man. But they always call
you a boy. `Come here,
boy. Do this here, boy. Do
that there, boy. Come in
the office, boy.’ You just
come from a war zone and
be treated, not as a sol-
dier, not as a man, just a
boy. It’s real hard.”

What had been a strike
was now fully something
more.

Martin Luther King
came to town in March,
invited by Lawson. He
was supposed to give one
speech, rally the workers,
and then leave. Memphis
would be just a quick
diversion from planning
for the Poor People’s cam-
paign, through which he
intended to lay the con-
cerns of the American
underclass — black,
white, brown — before its
government. But the
diversion became a prior-
ity.

Because as he stood
before that crowd in
Mason Temple, it lifted
him, brought him up
from the valley of the
shadow, buoyed him
every time they talked

back to him, shouting
“Amen!”

And “Yes!”
King was in his glory.

He told them it was a
crime for the citizens of a
wealthy nation to subsist
on starvation wages. He
told them America would
go to hell for failing its
humblest citizens. He told
them to stand together.

And then he told them
what he had not meant to
tell them, what came to
him unplanned in that
moment of inspiration
and heat. They should
“escalate the struggle.”
They should mobilize a
work stoppage. Not only
the sanitation men, but
the teachers, the students,
the clerks, the clerics, the
maids, the mechanics.

They should shut
Memphis down.

A march was set. And
King, having floated the
idea, had little choice but
to lead it.

“King,” says historian
Honey, “was always a
strong supporter of the
unions, from his teenager
years when he had sum-
mer jobs and saw how the
workers were treated
when they didn’t have
unions — including the
white workers.” He had
spent years trying to get
the AFL-CIO to “get off
this Cold War bandwag-
on” and join organized
labor in common cause
with the civil rights
movement. So Memphis
seemed tailor made for
him.

But Memphis had
become poisonous and
chaotic. There was

See LEGACY, Page 12A
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Our Doctors of Audiology, Board Certified Hearing Instrument Specialists &
Licensed Hearing Instrument Dispensers are ready to help you hear better.

37 PEOPLE
to try new DIGITAL Technology in Hearing Aids

Are you, or someone you know, struggling with hearing loss?  We need 37 people with difficulty
hearing, especially in noisy situations, to evaluate the latest in digital technology from
Livingston Hearing Centers.

Livingston Hearing Centers will perform Comprehensive Hearing Consultations FREE of charge
to all callers.  We will then choose 37 qualified candidates for this program.  Please call immedi-
ately to schedule your evaluation to determine if you are a candidate for the program.  

Candidates selected will be asked to evaluate the latest digital miniature hearing aids in assistive
hearing technology for 30 days.  Candidates selected will receive tremendous savings, due to
their participation.  If your evaluation shows hearing improvement with the new instruments,
you may choose to retain them and receive $500 off the regular price.

Hearing Tests to determine candidacy will be held

This Week At Livingston Hearing Centers
Please call immediately. Spaces are limited.

Those interested must call today.

211 Johnson Street • Big Spring
432-267-7052
1-888-687-2955

www.lhac.com

Audiology and
Hearing Aid

Centers

Medicaid
Accepted.

27848

For All Your Plumbing Needs Call

Have A Quality Day!!!

Miami Herald photo/Carl Juste

At the age of 71, sanitation worker Ben Jones is still working so he can pay off the mort-
gage on his house. Jones holds a replica of the sign ‘I AM A MAN’ that many strikers car-
ried during the Memphis sanitation worker’s strike of 1968 in Memphis, Tenn.
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Jewelers

OPEN TUESDAYS
THRU SATURDAYS

Inside The Big Spring Mall        267-6335 8109

$895 $1835

14kt.
Diamond

Three-Stone Rings

Big Spring Herald
February 

Online Photo Contest
Winner

Stephanie Guzman & Logan Henry
6828

www.bigspringherald.com

Dr. Riley, Cole, Callie, Ian

Quality One On One Time With Dr. Riley

1318 4th St.                                               263-6185

A Family Practice
We Treat Kids And Adults

6653

Riley Chiropractic

*Most insurances accepted * Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
Health Smart, Medicare and others.

The Foundation For Health

28992

KIM L. BANGO, MD
Board Certified in Family Medicine

432-263-0500
1608 W. FM 700, Suite D

Big Spring, Texas

“Accepting New Patients”

Se Habla Espanol
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garbage in the streets, sit-
ins at City Hall, mass
arrests. High school stu-
dents picketed downtown.
Rocks were thrown
through the windows of
businesses owned by
Mayor Loeb. There were
trash fires. Gunfire.

Sanitation worker Ben
Jones,71, says, “I would
tell my wife, when I leave
home, `I might be back
and I might not.’ Just let-
tin’ her know, don’t keep
your hopes up.”

You had to accept the
reality of your own death,
they say. Make your
peace with it. “I didn’t
care,” says Warren. “And
don’t care now.” His voice
breaks and tears fall. “We
worked hard,” he gasps.
“Some hard times.”

The march was a disas-
ter. Unlike demonstrators
in the early days of the
struggle, these had not
been drilled in the disci-
pline and tactics of nonvi-
olent protest. They were
excited and unruly and
when King arrived, they
pushed and shoved, try-
ing to get near him.

“The people were tram-

pling over my feet,”
recalled King’s best friend
and confidante, the Rev.
Ralph Abernathy, “crowd-
ing over me. The atmos-
phere was just wrong.”

The march stepped off
with King and his minis-
terial allies in the lead,
flanked by sanitation
workers. But young peo-
ple soon elbowed their
way to the front, shoving
the sanitation workers
aside. And then, from
behind, came the sound of
shattering glass.

Members of the
Invaders had taken bricks
and pipes to storefront
windows, screaming
“Black Power!”

The nation’s premiere
pacifist found himself at
the head of a mob. He
would not, he said, lead a
violent march. Fearful for
his safety, his men swept
him away.

Behind them, police
gassed and clubbed loot-
ers and bystanders alike.
A black boy was seen
stomping a white depart-
ment store mannequin. “I
wish this was a real live
one,” he cried.

A lone police officer sur-
rounded by a menacing
black mob was rescued by
two black women in a car.

An apparently unarmed
black boy was shot to
death at close range by
police. Finally, National
Guardsmen sealed off the
black neighborhoods.

The media response was
scathing. King, they said,
had stirred up trouble and
then run away. Even
those sympathetic to King
said the violence had
damaged his credibility.
And so he had to return,
to lead a new march, to
prove nonviolence was
still a viable tool of social
change. “Either the move-
ment lives or dies in
Memphis,” he said.

King’s return
On April 3rd, he

returned to a city under
storm watch. The skies
were menacing, the
winds, punishing.
Exhausted, King begged
off speaking at the rally
planned for that night and
sent Abernathy in his
place. He settled down to
bed.

But Abernathy called.
The hall was packed. The
people wanted him, would
accept no one else. So
King dressed and went
out into the storm. He
spoke to them without
notes as the wind howled

and the rain drummed
down. There was a vale-
dictory quality to it as
King recounted the tri-
umphs and tragedies of
the 13-year civil rights
movement. He linked the
sanitation workers’ plight
to that of the beaten and
robbed man in the Bible
who is rescued by the
Good Samaritan.

Then, the presentiment
touched him and he
spoke, one last time, of
his own death.

“Like anybody, I would
like to live a long life,” he
said. “Longevity has its
place. But I’m not con-
cerned about that now. I
just want to do God’s will.
And He’s allowed me to
go up to the mountain.
And I’ve looked over and
I’ve seen” — singing the
word — “the Promised
Land. I may not get there
with you, but I want you
to know tonight that we
as a people will get to the
Promised Land.”

A spirit of defiance
seemed to seize him now
and he roared in the face
of his own demise. “So
I’m happy tonight,” he
cried. “I’m not worried
about anything! I’m not
fearing any man! Mine
eyes have seen the glory

of the coming of the
Lord!”

It came the very next
evening. Standing on the
balcony of the Lorraine
Motel, bantering with his
men in the parking lot
below, Martin Luther
King was shot to death by
a sniper.

And we lost, says
Honey, the one man who
was able to speak to rab-
bis and working men and
preachers and militants
alike, “to communicate
across almost all the bar-
riers and boundaries of
the 1960s.”

“I was shocked,” says
Nickelberry. “I was mad.
It hurt me. Even hurt me
now, just to think about it
and talk about it.”

The strike was settled
April 16. The city recog-
nized the union. The
workers got a raise of 10
cents an hour, with
another nickel an hour
hike to take effect in
September. The city
agreed to make promo-
tions on the basis of
seniority and competence
— not race.

The men also won the
right to have union dues
automatically deducted
from their paychecks.

And 40 years later, you

arrive in an era where a
black man is running for
president and, for all the
myriad issues of race and
identity with which he is
forced to grapple, he is
not required to prove
himself a man. His man-
hood is a given. The men
who helped make that
possible are aged and
dying and largely forgot-
ten. And feeling, some of
them say, cheated.

They say the union they
won is not strong and
receives little support
from younger workers.
The job benefits aren’t
great, either. Ben Jones
says he’s still working at
71 because he needs to
pay off his house; when
he retires, his only
income will be from
Social Security.
Sanitation workers have
no pension.

Nor did racism disap-
pear. “Some of ‘em still
call you boy,” says
Nickelberry. “In some of
`ems eyes, you ain’t noth-
in’ but a boy. Still a boy.”

But there is, he says, a
difference: you don’t have
to take it anymore. “I tell
‘em, ‘I’m 76 years old. I’m
old enough for your
daddy. I ain’t no boy. I am
a man.’”
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By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

As area residents and
motorists on Interstate
Highway 20 did every-
thing they could to dis-
tance themselves from
Alon USA’s Big Spring
Refinery following the
Feb. 18 explosion that
swept through the plant, a
brave group of men and
women were fighting
their way into the facility.

Jerry Crawford, assis-
tant chief for the Howard
County Volunteer Fire
Department and an
employee of Kel-Tech oil-
field chemicals, was one
of the area firefighters
called on to put out the
blaze.

“I was about 100 miles
away when it all went
down,” said Crawford. “I
was between Bronte and
Blackwell on some lease
property that belonged to
one of our customers.
Both of my sons are vol-
unteer firefighters, and
one of them called me and
told me the refinery had
exploded. I told them they
would probably be busy
for about six hours,
because I was thinking of
the fire they had there
back in 2002. Basically,
you just go in and man a
couple of monitors and
block out one thing and
it’s no big deal. My other
son called me — he was in
Westbrook at the time —
and told me he felt the
explosion and saw the
cloud. He told me this is
the big one, and I had bet-
ter get back. So I put it in
the wind and came back.”

Crawford, who moved to
Howard County in 1990
after serving 25 years
with the volunteer fire
department in Rankin,
had no idea what was
waiting for him back in
Big Spring.

“Tommy (Sullivan,
HCVFD chief) told me
that when they first got in
there, they didn’t have a
lot of the water estab-
lished — a lot of the pilots
were blown up — and
they didn’t have enough
water to fight,” said
Crawford. “I circled
around and saw it across
the road  and checked in
on the radio and let them
know I was there. That’s
when they told me they
had a couple of tanks with
impending flames on
them, and I needed to get
in there right then. So I
just pulled my pickup

right before you get in the
gate and got my bunker
clothes in and jumped in
the truck they sent.”

After seeing the fire for
the first time that morn-
ing, Crawford said the
first question that came
to mind was the same
question countless area
residents were also ago-
nizing over.

“How many people are
dead? That’s the first
thing that went through
my mind,” he said. “I
couldn’t see any way it
could blow up with that
big of an explosion and
flatten out that much stuff
without killing people. I
came in from the east,
and coming through the
service road was just like
going through a war zone.
There was stuff crushing
over the fence, and stuff
scattered all through the
service road. The
Interstate had basically
closed itself. There was
no way to get through
there without running

over stuff. I figured there
were people dead, and I
had been listening to the
radio on the way in and
they didn’t have any
reports of any.”

Tucking those thoughts

away for later, Crawford
said he and the other fire-
fighters marched into the
gut of the blaze intent on
containing the fire, which 

See CRAWFORD, Page 3
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Canterbury North/South
Providing affordable independent

living for the Elderly and Disabled

1700 S. Lancaster • 263-1265
1600 S. Lancaster • 263-1238

BIG SPRING, TX. 79720
12426

SOUTHNORTH

Step In For Our
Happy Hour:
2:00 - 4:00 PM

All Fountain Drinks

1/2 Price
2 Locations To Serve You!

1200 Gregg
263-6790

601 E. FM 700
263-2700&

76
48

BIG SPRING COLLISION CENTER
“Quality Is A Way Of Life”

Owners
207 Goliad                  John & Jenny Bryans        (432) 263-7306

• Foreign  • Domestic

• Window Replacement

• Full Service Collision
Center

Lifetime Warranty

74
62

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

I-CAR CERTIFIED

H & R Block®

Tax, Mortgage and Financial Services

1512 S. Gregg

Big Spring, TX 79720

Telephone (432) 263-1931          Fax (432) 263-1402

www.hrblock.com

74
76

Herald photo/Bill McClellan
Jerry Crawford, assistant chief with the Howard County Volunteer Fire Department, was one
of many firefighters who responded to the Feb. 18 fire at the Alon USA Big Spring Refinery
after an explosion leveled a portion of the facility.

Into the fire
‘It’s what we do,’ says Jerry Crawford
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CRAWFORD
Continued from Page 2

was leaping hundreds of
feet in the air.

“They had the pumper
set up and one 2 1/2-inch
line laid in, and Big
Spring had set theirs up
over by the service road
and had a monitor cooling
the two overhead tanks,
which were
full of gaso-
line,” said
C r a w f o r d .
“They had a
o n e - i n c h
leak — I did-
n’t know
how big it
was at the
time — and
gasoline was
s p r a y i n g
down under
the tanks,
and the
flames were
curling up
a r o u n d
them.

“That’s the
worst situa-
tion you can
have. Burn-
ing fluid
t h a t ’ s
i m p i n g i n g
on its own
tank causes
a BLEVE — a boiling leak
with expanding vapor
explosion — and you get
the worst kinds of explo-
sions from these situa-
tions. And we knew, as
close as those were to the
cat cracker, if the tanks
blew up they were going
to take out the cat crack-
er, and when you lose
that you’ve lost it all, at

least at the Big Spring
Refinery.”

With a fire of that mag-
nitude, Crawford said he
knew the only way to get
it out before the tanks
exploded was to shut
down the valve that was
feeding the flames, an
arduous task at best.

“We knew we weren’t
doing any good with what
we had, so I told them we

needed to
string anoth-
er hand line
and get some
more water
on it,” said
C r a w f o r d .
“We needed
to foam up
the line
because foam
will take out
more heat. So
we got those
foam lines
established
and began
p u s h i n g
enough fire
out from
under it that
I could see
what we had
up the steps.
I knew we
couldn’t go
up the steps
because all of
the braces

had been knocked out, so
I just sort of crept over
there and stepped on
them to see how stable
they were. I figured if I
stayed to the left, the
welding of the hand rails
would hold me up.

“So I went up about
halfway and looked and I 

See CRAWFORD, Page 8
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A BOB’S BAIL BONDS

L to R Denise & Robert Smith Co-Owners, Paula Worford

When you find yourself in trouble and
need help on the double call the

Fastest Bondsman In The Area

75
37

263-3333
24 Hour Service

“Locally owned and operated since 1982”

The Bondsman You Can Trust

2007

Providing Quality Care:

ER Patient Visits ........................
..................... 13,750 

Inpatient Visits ........................
......................... 3,435 

Outpatient Visits ........................
.................... 62,462 

Financial Benefi ts:

Payroll (322 Employees)  ....................... $16,906,942

Capital Investments ...........................
..... $1,100,000  

Property and Sales Taxes ............................
$660,795 

Caring for Our Community:

Charity and Uncompensated Care ........ $11,979,711 

Dollars Spent Locally ..............................
.... $142,839 

Donations to Community ............................
$17,902 

Total Community Investment ........... $30,808,189*

* Dollar amounts are approximate.

Community Benefi t Report 2007

Services
• Cardiac Cath Lab
• Cardiac Diagnostics

• Diagnostic Imaging
  Bone-Density Testing
  Mammography
  CT Scan
  MRI
  Nuclear Medicine
  Ultrasound

• Emergency Services
  Level IV Trauma Facility

• Geriatric Psychiatric Unit

• Inpatient/Outpatient Surgical Services

• OB & Women’s Health Center

• Rehabilitation Services

• Wound Care Services

We’re committed to making Howard County healthier, 
in more ways than one.

1601 West Eleventh Place
432.263.1211

w w w . s m m c c a r e s . c o m

Every year, we treat thousands of people from our community. And 

while patients benefi t from our being close by, ultimately it’s the 

whole community that prospers from our presence. Whether it’s 

through the people we employ, the local businesses we use or the 

charities we support, we’re committed to making Howard County a 

better place to live and work — and that’s the best benefi t of all.

34081_SCEN_11_5x6_ComBen.indd   1 2/25/08   8:07:56 PM

16 LB. BAG
$1.75

20 LB. BULK 
$1.75

R.O. WATER
1 GAL. 25¢

5 GAL. 
$1.00

Two Locations
1109 N. Lamesa Hwy.

&
700 E. FM 700

(on the parking  lot of Displays of Splendor) 7667

“I was never scared. I
just kept thinking of
what we needed to
do next. I didn’t 
really think we could
valve it out, as much
liquid fire as was 
coming out of that
thing and as far
spread as it was on
the ground spill. The
wind was right or
God was just helping
to fan the flames, I’m
not really sure.” 

—Jerry Crawford

Courtesy photo
Fires raged for several hours
following the explosion at
the Big Spring Refinery as
the blaze threatened sever-
al large storage tanks and
consumed the facility’s
asphalt production division
during the Feb. 18 accident
that rocked Big Spring and
the surrounding area.

profile page 3  3/27/08  3:51 PM  Page 1 Macintosh HD:New Back-up:profile 2008:pages for Profile D:



By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

In an age when some people
change jobs almost as often as
they change socks, Gina
Salazar’s work history is mind-
boggling.

For 50 years — yes, 50 years
— Salazar has been an almost-
daily fixture at Scenic
Mountain Medical Center, first
as a kitchen worker and even-
tually moving up the ranks to
her current position as head of
sterile equipment supply.

Needless to say, a lot has
changed in the five decades
Salazar has worked at the hos-
pital — starting with the hospi-
tal’s name.

When she first reported for
work at Malone-Hogan Hospital
in May 1958, Dwight
Eisenhower was president, rock
‘n’ roll was a fairly new attrac-
tion to teenagers, television
was black and white and space
travel was still a dream.

Presidents have come and
gone, countless cultural
changes have occurred and the

hospital has changed its name,
but Salazar has been a con-
stant, much to her co-workers’
admiration.

“She’s extremely reliable and
honest and obviously very
loyal,” said Stacey Parum, head
of surgical services at the hos-
pital.

“We go and ask her questions,
because she knows every-
thing,” Parum said. “She’s
always happy and smiling and
she never gets upset. That’s
probably her secret.

“She can’t quit,” Parum semi-
jokingly added. “We won’t let
her.”

Not to worry. Salazar said she
enjoys her job too much to even
consider retirement.

“I like my job ... and the peo-
ple I work with are wonderful,”
she said. “Everybody’s great
and they make me feel young ...
It’s just like a big family.”

In 1958, Salazar and her
brother dropped out of school to
work and help their family.
Little did she know she had
found a professional home for
life.

“I had no idea I
would stay this
long,” she said. “I
really can’t
believe I’ve been
here 50 years.”

After several
years of working
in the hospital
kitchen, Salazar
decided she want-
ed a change of
scenery, if not
employer.

“I stayed in the
kitchen until the
new hospital
opened (on Martin
Luther King
Boulevard),” she

said. “I didn’t want
to work in dietary

services anymore, so I earned
my GED and got a nurse’s aide
certificate, but there weren’t
any openings for that, so I went
to work for sterile supply in the
1970s.”

Working at the hospital also
held an unexpected bonus for
Salazar’s personal life — that
was where she met her future
husband, Tim, who passed

away nine years ago.
Salazar has two daughters,

Denise Salazar and Debbye
ValVerde, the executive direc-
tor of the Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce.

Although Salazar is past the
age when most people retire,
she has no intention of leaving
SMMC.

“The hospital went down for

awhile, but now it’s getting
busy again, which is good,” she
said. “I’m not planning on quit-
ting anytime soon. I wouldn’t
know what to do at home.”

Contact Staff Writer Steve
Reagan at 263-7331, ext. 234, or
by e-mail at reporter@bigs-
pringherald.com.
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First Church of the Nazarene
1400 S. Lancaster Street
Big Spring, Texas 79720

432-267-7015

Byron W. Brown
Pastor

Our gift to you ...

22nd  Annual  Drive-Through  Nativity
(December 12-14, 2008)

The nativity features live characters and animals
portraying scenes from the life of Jesus, from his
birth through his death and resurrection.

Ministry For The Whole Family!
• Adult Ministries

• Student Ministries
(7th Grade - College)

• Children’s Ministries
(Nursery - 6th Grade)

Service Schedule
• Sunday •

• Celebration Service &
Children’s Church Ministry.......10:00 am

• Celebration Of Praise.................5:00 pm
• Dare To Care.............................6:00 pm

• Wednesday •
• Bible Studies (All Ages)...............6:30 pm

7679

GREAT NEWS, BIG SPRING
Farmers Auto
Insurance Just
Got Cheaper

Whether it’s the new discount, better coverages or
just a lower price, you’ll be glad you called our
office. for a no hassle, no obligation quote today!

Our 24 hours claims service center won a JD Power
& Associates award for the most outstanding call
service center in 2007.

Affinity Discount On Auto Insurance

For Educators, Engineers, Firefighters,
Law Enforcement Officers, Physicians

And Scientists

Vicki Slaton

Slaton Insurance
Agency

205 W. 15th                                    (432) 267-2398

9806

“Get You Back Where You Belong”

Retirement’s no option
Gina Salazar has 50 years on
the job and isn’t stopping now

Herald photo/Steve Reagan
Gina Salazar is shown with her granddaughter, Sophie, during a recent reception honoring Salazar’s 50 years
of service to Scenic Mounatin Medical Center.

Courtesy photo
Gina Salazar, second from left, poses with co-work-
ers in front of Malone-Hogan Hospital in 1958.
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By JONATHAN HULL
Herald Sports Editor

Who knew the need for
speed could start at such
a young age?

For Kentwood first-grad-
er Jason Miramontes, the
desire swept over him at
the age of 6. That’s when
Jason, son of Amy and
Isaac Miramontes, started
racing mini-quads and
he’s been hooked ever
since.

“It’s fun to race,” the 7
year old said. “I like get-
ting to ride fast and the
way it feels when I do the
jumps.”

Jason’s addiction to the
sport was initiated by
chance. He and his family
often spend their week-
ends riding as a family at
the Outback Adventure
Track near Stanton. 

On one occasion, the
Miramontes family hap-
pened to park next to Ken
Sapien, whose son was
already racing on mini-
quads on a circuit for
children ages 4 through 7.
Sapien noticed Jason’s
skill on the four-wheeler
and approached Isaac
about the prospect of him
racing.

“After talking to Ken,
we decided to enter Jason
in some races,” Isaac
said. “Since then, he’s
raced in Odessa, Hobbs
and Amarillo.”

Success wasn’t immedi-
ate. Jason crashed in his
first race, flipping over
his handle bars. Although
Jason said he cried at
first, Isaac noted his son
got over the wreck quick-
ly. 

“My first instinct as a
parent was to rush over
and pick him up. I wanted
to be sure he was all
right,” Isaac said. “He
looked at me and told me
to put him down. He did-
n’t want the other racers
to see me holding him.
Jason was more worried
that he had broken his
key off in the ignition of
the bike and wouldn’t get
to race the next day.”

After that race, the fam-
ily adopted a motto: Ride
fast. Ride smart.

“A lot of times at these
races you’ll see kids going
too fast, getting out of
control and wrecking,”
Isaac said. “Jason had a
pretty bad spill in his first
race, so we adopted that
motto after that first
wreck.

“I tell him all the time
that he knows his limita-
tions,” he continued. “He
knows what’s too fast and
when he needs to slow
down. He loves the speed,
but his safety is more
important. We have a lit-
tle bit of a prerace ritual
and we say our motto
before he gets to the start-
ing line.”

Since adoption of the
motto, Jason has found
his niche as a racer.
Competing in the Cycle
City Promotions Mini-
Quad Circuit, Jason fin-
ished fourth in the main
event of the final race of
the series, pushing him to
third overall in the points
standings. His father says
that’s not bad for a first-
year racer.

“He catches on very
quickly,” said Isaac. “He’s
a fast learner when it
comes to sports. He did
the same thing in soccer
this year. He just started
playing the game and
scored 37 goals this sea-
son. He’s just a smart
kid.”

Jason proves his intelli-
gence on and off the race
track. One of the stipula-
tions of his getting to
compete in races is keep-
ing good grades in school.

The reward of competing
is enough for him as he
makes straight A’s in the
first grade.

“It makes me try harder
in school because I like to
race so much,” Jason
said.

“If he even gets a B,
then he knows he’s not
going to be racing,” Isaac
explained.

Competition drives
Jason, according to his
father, but he’s been
taught to show respect to
his opponents.

“Jason is very competi-
tive and wants to win, but
he’s not too cocky,” Isaac
said. “Whether he wins or
loses, he shows respect
and is very congratulato-
ry. He’s a humble kid.”

Jason’s competitive side
doesn’t subside even with
his family. His younger
brother, Josh, will join
Jason on the same circuit
next year. When asked if
he gives his brother any
pointers, Jason said no.

“I just want to beat him,
too,” he said. 

Jason will take part in a
new circuit — the Clutch
City Motorcross Circuit
in Amarillo — meaning

the family will be travel-
ing north twice a month
for competitions.
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WORTHY LAND 
&

DEVELOPMENT, INC.

DEVELOPING

Village At The

Spring

RESIDENTIAL LOTS  AND NEW
TOWN HOMES ON THE SOUTH

SIDE OF COMANCHE TRAIL LAKE

263-8297
JERRY WORTHY • DEVELOPER

76
49

NNoo
RRoocckkiinn

&&
RRoolllliinngg

Big Spring establishment since 1972, has
something new to eliminate unnecessary

rockin & rollin when driving your car!
• Our New On-Car Disc Brake Lathe Turns The

Rotor On The Same Axis As You’re Driving On.

• The Most Cost-Effective Way To Have Your Car
Done Properly.

All Work Has A 12-Month or 
12,000 Mile NAPA Guarantee.

900 E. 3rd                              263-1091

27307

G&M Auto Care

Big Spring
Independent School District

Proudly Salutes

Our State Recognized 
Schools

For Academic Performance

Kentwood Elementary
Recognized 
Exemplary

Washington Elementary
Recognized

66
35

Ride fast, ride smart

Courtesy photos
Above: Jason Miramontes
poses with his mini-quad
and the plaques and trophy
he won during the 2007
Cycle City Promotions Mini-
Quad Circuit. To the far left,
Miramontes speeds down a
straight-a-way at a track in
Odessa. Left: Miramontes
(32) clears a hill on the
same course, trying to over-
take riders in front of him.

For young Jason Miramontes, it’s off to the races
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By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Coming to the United
States from his homeland
of Scotland on the heels of
the Sept. 11,
2001, tragedy,
Iain Sloan
knows all
about culture
shock.

H o w e v e r ,
the differ-
e n c e s
b e t w e e n
Scotland and
C o a h o m a
h a v e n ’ t
stopped the
4 1 - y e a r - o l d
man from
raising a
b e a u t i f u l
family and
excelling at
his job at the
Big Spring State Hospital.

“I came to the U.S. in
late September of 2001,
just after the attacks (on
the World Trade Center
and Pentagon),” said
Sloan. “My wife is from
Coahoma, and after we
were married, she moved
to Scotland with me. We
met online a couple of
years earlier and got mar-
ried in the U.S. in April of
2000. Quail Dobbs did the
job, and we were married
in my sister-in-law’s
house. I went back to
Scotland a couple of days
later, got a house over
there and the family came
over in October of the
same year.

“We stayed there until
the next September. My
oldest, Chance, who is
attending Colorado State
University, didn’t like it
in Scotland as much. He
missed things from here,
plus the level of education
over there just couldn’t
keep up with him. He was
too advanced for high
school and he was a
sophomore when he left
Scotland to come back to
the U.S. But he was
beyond anything they
could teach him. Beside
the level of education, the
quality of life here is
much better. I have a
house here that I could
never dream of having
back home. I couldn’t
even dream of having the
same amount of land my
house sits on, which is
just an acre. So it’s a
whole different situation
here than in Scotland.
The scenery is wonderful
— it’s not flat. But those
are things I am more than
happy to give up for being
here.”

Sloan said life in
Scotland is very different
than life in the United
States, with much more
focus placed on sports —
namely, soccer — than
education.

“I was born in Glasgow
— which is basically the
second (largest) city in
the country — way back
in 1967 in a hospital that
no longer exists,” said
Sloan. “Obviously, things
have changed in Scotland
with the kids today, but
back then, I was never
home. From whatever age
I can remember I played
soccer. Pretty much from
the time I could stand and
kick a ball at the same
time, I played soccer.
That was my life for
many years.

“We don’t have a lot of
the things you guys have,
such as the level of orga-
nized school sports. All
our school sports are
organized through the
youth branches of profes-
sional teams. We don’t
have proms or gradua-
tions, and school isn’t as
big a deal over there as it

is here. It doesn’t have
the same kind of impact
on your life. Of all the
people who were in my
graduating class, if that’s
what you want to call it —

there were
well over
1,000 people
— I still talk
to two of
them.”

Sloan said
his first dose
of culture
shock came
during his
initial visit
to America, a
sight many
may take for
granted, but
s o m e t h i n g
the boy from
G l a s g o w
c o u l d n ’ t

believe.
“Culture shock? The

first thing I saw was a
police officer with a gun
on his side. That just blew
me away,” said Sloan.
“Our police do not carry
side arms. They use
wooden batons and they
don’t use them very often.
So seeing a police officer
with a sidearm — this
was just outside of
Abilene the first time I
came here — shocked the
life out of me. I just was-
n’t prepared for that.
However, I do see a differ-
ence with the way people
are (here vs. in Scotland).

“The heat was another
big shock for me. I’m still

not used to this, and I
don’t think I’ll ever be
used to it. We are lucky if
we break 85 degrees on
the hottest day of the
summer. I can deal with
the cold a little better.
Strangely enough, the
coldest I’ve ever been is at
a sporting event game in
Forsan, which was really
a surprise, because it was
in April.”

And while there are
plenty of differences
between the people of
Scotland and the people of
West Texas, Sloan said

there is one thing that
brings it all together.

See SLOAN, Page 7D
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We Are Family
“A Loving Family That Exalts 

Jesus Christ”

Coahoma Church of Christ
311 N. Second St. • P.O. Box 92

Coahoma, TX 79511
394-4277

SUNDAY
Sunday Class...................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.............10:20 AM
Sunday Worship...............6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY
Wednesday Class...................7:00 PM

Eddy Pitchford - Minister

And we proclaim Him...that we may present every
man complete in Christ

Colossians 1:28
8931

7:00 AM Til 6:00 PM
Weekdays

Klassic Kleaners
2107 Gregg St.

263-7004

Same Day Service

27368

JACK & JILL
CHILD CARE

1708 S. NOLAN

267-8411
OPEN 5:30 AM - MIDNIGHT

7 DAYS A WEEK

AGES: Newborn - 12 Yrs.
*Fees Based On Income

Transportation to &
from home & school
Nutritious Meals

Closed Circuit
Monitoring

19052

Culture shock
Things are a bit different in the U.S. than
they are in Iain Sloan’s beloved Scotland

Courtesy photo

Iain Sloan, originally from
Scotland and now living in
Coahoma, shares a moment
with his family during a trip
to Europe. Sloan is an IT
team leader with the Big
Spring State Hospital and a
network specialist with the
Statewide Information
Technology Department.

“The first thing I saw
was a police officer
with a gun on his
side. That just blew
me away. Our police
do not carry side
arms. They use
wooden batons and
they don’t use them
very often.”

—Iain Sloan
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SLOAN
Continued from Page 6D

“There are plenty of dif-
ferences, but the biggest,
joining factor is the peo-
ple. The friendliness of
the people, their willing-
ness to help each other.
That’s the same in both
places,” said Sloan stern-
ly. “The people are very
much the same.”

You might think Sloan’s
defining moment as an
American would come
shortly after his depar-
ture from his homeland,
but that’s simply not the
case.

“Believe it or not, I
think the defining
moment was just last
year, during my son’s
first game of varsity foot-
ball,” said Sloan. “That’s
something that’s going to
stick out in my mind for
many years. Just the fact
that this is something he
had been looking forward
to since he was any age,
and I played sports semi-

professionally. And to see
him out there doing his
thing — and being so
good at it — really made
it all worth while for me.
It’s one of those things as
a parent, when you see
your kid doing something
and they are really good
at it and get attention for
it, it really makes it all
worthwhile.”

One subject Sloan can
speak on for hours —
quite literally — is soccer,
or as it’s known in
Scotland, football.

“Some people have a dif-
ficulty in understanding
the game. They think its
not as manly a game (as
American football), how-
ever, there are more
bones broken than in foot-
ball, rugby or any other
sport,” said Sloan. “In
Scotland, football — we
had the name first — is
fierce. People have actual-
ly had their throats cut
for wearing the wrong
color jersey in the wrong
areas. It’s that fierce.
When I went to my first
American football game, I

was expecting to hear the
same sort of screaming
and abuse, but it was just
quiet. I couldn’t believe
it.”

And while Sloan — who
is a network specialist
with the Statewide
Information Technology
Department and the local
IT team leader for the Big
Spring State Hospital —
isn’t shy about sharing
his opinions on soccer,
football, or any other
sport for that matter, the
red-haired Scot is just as
adamant about patrio-
tism.

“We’re both fierce patri-
ots of our countries,” said
Sloan. “The only thing
that kills me here is the

mass embarrassment
when the national anthem
is played. Back home,
there are grown men —
300-pound, 6-foot-3-inch
bears — with tears
streaming down their face
when the (Scottish)
national anthem is
played. What’s the prob-
lem here? People here
should be as proud of
their country as we are of
ours, because they are
both great countries. To
see, when the national
anthem is played, the
embarrassed mumbling
that goes on just saddens
me.”

Sloan said there are a
few things from home he
misses, however.

“There are a lot of foods
that I could get there than
I can’t here,” he said.
“There’s different flavors
of chips, such as smoky
bacon and roast chicken.
There’s also a soda there
that out sells both Coke
and Pepsi. It’s called Irn-
Bru. It’s made in Glasgow
and the recipe is just as
secret as Coke’s. Right
now, I have to either
order it online or pick
some up from a British
food store in San Antonio.

“The other thing is the
rain. I miss the rain. I
was told I would miss it
by a friend who once
served in the British
Navy on submarines. I
thought it was a stupid
thing to say. However, he
was totally right. I do
miss it.”

One thing Sloan doesn’t
have to do without in the
U.S. is computers, which
have been a large part of

his life.
“I’ve been working in IT

since I left school in 1984.
I’ve probably seen and
worked on computer
equipment that people
would be amazed at these
days. Things that more
resemble a car engine
than a computer,” said
Sloan with a laugh. “I’ve
been working for the
BSSH since November of
2001. It’s very likely
though that I’ll be work-
ing in the computer
industry in some form
until I retire someday. I
enjoy working at the state
hospital because, in a
small way, I’m helping
health care professionals
make a difference in peo-
ples lives.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com
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DRY CLEANERS AND LAUNDRY SERVICE

• Leather • Alterations • Same Day Service Available •
Convenient Location with Drive-Thru Service

1500 E. FM 700 • 267-2584
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 7 am-6 pm   Sat. 7 am-1 pm 7666

Courtesy photo
Coahoma resident Iain Sloan helps build a moat to a sand
castle on a beach in Scotland during a trip to Glasgow. Also
pictured are landscapes from Sloan’s native Scotland.

profile page 7  3/27/08  3:58 PM  Page 1 Macintosh HD:New Back-up:profile 2008:pages for Profile D:



CRAWFORD
Continued from Page 3

told Tommy if we got a
crew on the hand line and
got them over to the left a
little and could push it
out from under the
valves, maybe I could get
to them. They got it lined
up and I crept up the
steps. They had a little
give, but the further up I
went, the better it was.

“The top of the walk-
ways was blown out, but
they were laying across
the braces. So I just
walked up on them and
shut one valve off, then I
got to the other and shut
it off, and that was basi-
cally the end of the fire.
We still had two tanks of
hot gasoline, but they
weren’t nearly the danger
they were at the time we
got there. We adjusted our
cooling and added some

line and just started going
through there and putting
out some spot fires.”

With plenty of time to
look back on what hap-
pened and his climb up
the wobbly structure,
Crawford said there was
never any question in his
mind he and his fellow
firefighters would come
out ahead.

“I guess I’m just too stu-
pid to be scared,” said
Crawford with a grin. “I
was never scared. I just
kept thinking of what we
needed to do next. I didn’t
really think we could
valve it out, as much liq-
uid fire was coming out of
that thing and as far
spread as it was on the
ground spill. The wind
was right or God was just
helping to fan the flames,
I’m not really sure.

“I’ve been doing this for
33 years and I’ve been
teaching it at Texas A&M
for 20 years, and we do a

lot of projects where you
do a valve-out on this
stuff. If I had never done
it before, I would have
been scared to death and
wouldn’t have even tried
it. But we do it all the
time.”

And while being able to
put out the blaze with the
turn of a couple of valve
handles was certainly a
surprise, Crawford said
the biggest surprise for
him and his men came
shortly after.

“I heard there were no
fatalities while we were

eating lunch,” said
Crawford. “I was so
thankful. It just blew me
away. That was basically
the same size cloud they
had down in Houston at
the BP refinery that blew
up in 2002, and it killed 16
or 17 people, and no
telling how many people
were injured. What we
had was the best fire
scene you could have, the
way it ran. Big Spring
firemen, Snyder firemen,
Midland firemen... They
would all just hustle to do
whatever we said. It all

fell together. I’ve seen
grassfires go worse than
that, where everybody
just sort of runs and does
their own thing.
Everyone was doing
exactly what we told them
to do, and it worked real-
ly well.”

Asked if he’d run back
into the same situation
again knowing what he
knows now, Crawford just
smiled.

“Of course. It’s what we
do,” he said firmly. “The
standing joke in the fire
service — especially with

volunteers — is if you had
to go take a psychological
evaluation to get a job,
there’s no way you’re
going to pass it. When all
the people are running
out of the fire, you’re run-
ning in. That’s against
everything you’re sup-
posed to do, if you’re
smart.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com
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Gold  ‘N  Crisp
Fried  Chicken

New Menu Items

Fried Catfish & Hushpuppies
Everyday

Homemade Chicken & Dumplings
Tues./Thurs.

2100 Gregg St.
263-4391

Hrs.: Sun.-Thurs. 11 am-10 pm  Fri.-Sat. 11 am - 11 pm

GILL’S

SAN MARCOS • SWEETWATER• SNYDER • KYLE

7676

DRAGON CHINA BUFFET
$1.00 Off Per Adult

.50 Off Per Child
Up To 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

1300 GREGG EXP. 5/31/08 432-268-8888

74
90

We have a bundle that works for 
you, no matter what you need! Call today 

and we will build a package just for you!
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Heart Of The City Realtors

(432) 714-4555
www.heartofthecityrealtors.com

1209 Gregg St.
Big Spring, TX 79720

Sherri Key
Broker/Owner
270-3709

Pat Hardison
270-8277

Traci Ryan
935-2078

Kara Freeman
213-3413

Denice Batla
213-5017

Diane Newton
213-0650

Mary Gregg
816-9591

Linda Fernandez
816-3091

Carla Gross
213-5229

“No One Knows The Country Like We Do”
7876

By JOHN A. MOSELEY
Managing Editor

God supplies for every
need.

There are perhaps no
two people who believe
that more than Big
S p r i n g ’ s
Evelyn and
E v e r e t t
B e n d e r ,
b e c a u s e
they’ll tell
anyone will-
ing to listen
that they live
their lives by
that belief
every day.

In fact,
they say it
s u s t a i n s
them.

And they
spend a great
deal of their time carry-
ing that message to others
through the Christian
Training Center they
have established and
operate out of Evelyn’s
business, Miss Royale.

Some might say it
would be impossible for

an upscale women’s fash-
ions business to survive
in Big Spring. It is, after
all, a niche that draws
less of the nation’s overall
women’s clothing retail
market every year, and in
many cases, similar bou-

tiques in
larger cities
are strug-
gling.

“We know,
we know ...
sometimes it
even amazes
us,” Everett
said. “You
w o u l d n ’ t
think it’s
possible, but
it is. Our
needs are
always met.”

That belief
in provision

is something Evelyn has
held all her life, but for
Everett, it wasn’t until he
married his wife almost
25 years ago that he began
to learn.

A Big Spring native,
Evelyn was the daughter

of Herman and Opal
Wilkerson, who operated
Herman’s Restaurant, the
business her brother and
sister-in-law, Homer and
Stina Wilkerson, now
own.

It was her parents’
belief that the Lord would
provide all their needs,
she says, and it was only

natural for her to believe
it as well. 

“I’m a product of my
parents. My grandfather
was an alcoholic and a lot
of people considered him
the ‘town drunk,’” Evelyn
explained. “They called
him ‘Sleepy,’ because
when he wasn’t drunk, he
was asleep. Anyway, he

went to a Salvation Army
revival one night and was
saved. That would make a
huge change in the entire
family.

“He had nine children,
and there was such a
drastic change in his life
that it had an effect on all
of his adult children.
They were all saved, too,”

she added. “And as a
result of my parents being
saved, I grew up in a
Christian home.”

It was an extremely
strong Christian home,
one that weathered
numerous challenges.

In the 1950s, Herman 

See FAITH, Page 2E

HERALD photo/John A. Moseley

Evelyn and Everett Bender operate Miss Royale, a high-end women’s fashion botique in Big Spring. While similar busi-
nesses throughout the country seem to struggle these days, Miss Royale continues to thrive because, according to the
Benders, God provides all their needs.

A leap of faith
The Benders
are sustained
by their belief
in the Lord

“God made us and
sent his son, Jesus
Christ, to die for us
so that we can fulfill
God’s plan in our
lives. We just need to
look at what people
can be.” 

—Everett Bender



FAITH
Continued from Page 1E

found himself bankrupt
and suffered a heart
attack. The family wasn’t
without support long,
however, because Opal
borrowed money from her
mother and the family
went into the restaurant
business.

“That took a lot of faith
in itself,” Everett noted.
“They really didn’t know
anything about the
restaurant business. But
they believed, they
prayed and worked hard
and in the long run, I
think you have to admit
that Herman’s Restaurant
has been a success.”

“There were some
tough, trying times,”
Evelyn admits. “I’ll never
forget that one time an
evangelist was coming
into town and my parents
had been asked to take
him into their home for
the revival. My mother
said something about
there not being enough
food in the house and that
they couldn’t afford to go
buy many groceries, and I
remember my father say-
ing, ‘God will supply
what’s needed.’

“Of course, my father
gets a telephone call
telling him that a truck
carrying a load of water-
melons had broken down
on the highway and if
he’d come get the water-
melons, he could have
them,” she continued.
“Don Newsom bought the
watermelons to sell in his
grocery store and that not
only paid off our family’s
grocery bill we had at the
store, there was money
left over.

“There was another
time when things had got-
ten pretty slow at the
restaurant and the wait-
resses were concerned,
but my father told them
not to worry. I remember
him telling them, ‘God
will bring them in if he
has to fly them in.’ A few
days later, a group of
Cosden executives flew
into town. They asked
people at the refinery if
there was a good steak-
house in town and they
brought them to
Herman’s.”

Evelyn admits she
counted on the same pro-
vision when she opened
Miss Royale in the old
Highland Mall. She didn’t
have any experience in
retail business, but she
began by praying and
fasting. And maintaining
faith that God would pro-
vide — tithing to her
church in advance the
amount she hoped to do
in furs each season.

“As a result, the Lord
showed me the business,”
she said.

“And she’s outlasted all
her competitors,” Everett
interjected.

Evelyn moved the shop
to its current location at
the corner of Gregg and
16th streets in 1985. It was

a location her father pur-
chased shortly after mov-
ing the restaurant to its
current location.

The youngest of three
brothers, Everett was
born in El Paso, but grew
up in Vienna, Va., a sub-
urb of Washington, D.C.
His father was a career
federal employee, work-
ing first for the
Department of Defense
and later for the CIA.

While Everett spends
little time talking about
his youth, it was clearly
not the happiest of times.

“My father was always
under a lot of pressure,”
he explains. “For a large
part of his career, he
couldn’t even tell people
who he worked for, much
less what he did.

“And my dad was a
pretty strict disciplinari-
an,” Everett added, mak-
ing it clear there were
some serious episodes of
corporal punishment. “It
wasn’t until later, when I
was a young man, that I
realized it had been an
abusive situation.”

After graduating from
high school, Everett

attended George Mason
University where he
received his bachelor of
science degree in comput-
er science and marketing,
which led to a job with
the American Lawyers
Association and working
on Capitol Hill and con-
tact with many members
of Congress and a great
number of government
attorneys.

While working for the
ALA, part of his training
involved taking a Dale
Carnegie course, and it
would be that experience
that would ultimately
make a huge change in
his life.

“I loved that course
above all the training I’d
had,” Everett recalled.
“I’d had IBM and Xerox
sales training, but none of
them had the impact Dale
Carnegie training had. I
went to work for Carnegie
full time, wound up mov-
ing to Albuquerque and
traveling the New Mexico
and West Texas region. I
sold courses during the
day, taught classes at
night and on weekends I’d
hire and train instruc-

tors.”
The third time he visit-

ed Big Spring to set up a
class, he met Evelyn and
signed her up for the
course.

He admits he was
attracted to Evelyn imme-
diately.

“It wasn’t just that she
was beautiful, I’d been
around beautiful women
before,” Everett
explained. “But there was
a magnetism about her.
Carnegie had a policy of
not letting us date stu-
dents and I found out why
— they wound up getting
married and Carnegie
loses an instructor.

“I didn’t know the Lord
then, and church was
everything to Evelyn,” he
added. “I was interested
in the Lord, but not com-
mitted.”

That’s when Evelyn
employed the help of a
family friend. “We began
praying and fasting, ask-

ing that Everett would
come to the Lord,” she
explained. “I knew then it
was God in my life, but I
didn’t say anything.”

“Evelyn had an inner
strength I didn’t have ...
an inner strength and
peace,” Everett said. “I
was struggling with it
though. Finally one
Thursday night, I threw
up my hands and said,
‘I’ve had enough of this
religious stuff. It might
work for you, but not for
me.

“I was living in Midland
at that time and I remem-
ber going home and open-
ing up the Bible and
wound up reading
Romans, Chapter 10. It
wasn’t so much the
words, but it was finally
like God was speaking to
me. It was like the Lord
was saying, ‘This is it.
There aren’t going to be a
lot of chances.’

“That changed things

for me,” he continued. “I
started going to church
and God started manifest-
ing the gifts of the Spirit
— things I’d never been
exposed to before. I need-
ed that.”

He began seeking out
older, more mature men
and seeking their counsel.

“I found men who could
mentor me, men who
knew the ways of God,”
Everett noted. “I could go
to them in the dry times,
when it wasn’t working
for me and when I was
being challenged.
Unfortunately, I’m afraid
we’re losing a lot of them
and people aren’t stepping
up to fill the void.”

Many of Everett’s
friends, however, will
argue he was being
trained to be one of those
to fill that role.

“He spent almost a year
studying the Bible and
praying,” Evelyn recalled. 

See FAITH, Page 3E
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City of Big Spring
Convention & Visitors Bureau

310 Nolan Street
Big Spring, Texas 79720
www.bigspring-cvb.com

(432) 263-8235
Fax (432) 263-8310

Toll Free (866) 430-7100

Book your meetings,
workshops, holiday parties,

and other special events now
at the beautiful
Dora Roberts

Community Center.

CALL NOW
Dates are booking up fast!

There are several rooms to
choose from to meet your

specific needs.

Call (432) 263-8235
for available dates.

18887

THE ONE WAY SALON

Vicky & Barbara

• Haircuts • Highlights • Color
• Perms • Waxing • Children & Men’s Haircuts

OPEN: MON.-FRI. 8:30 - 5:30 PM
EVERY 1ST & 3RD SAT. - 8:30 - 12:00 PM

1211 SCURRY • 264-6094

18 Years

Certified

Been In Our CommunityFor 23 Years

76
54

Over 36 years combined experience

Larry G Hollar, Agent
801 East FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720-5708
Bus: 432-263-1275
larry.hollar.b37t@statefarm.com

HERALD photo/John A. Moseley

Pat Simmons (left) joins
Everett and Evelyn Bender
in looking over a Sunday
School lesson just prior to
the classes start. The
Benders conduct the non-
denominational class at
their business, Miss Royale,
each Sunday morning.
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FAITH
Continued from Page 2E

“He hardly left the
house the first year of our
marriage, that’s how
much he was in the Word.
Only God could put that
hunger and desire in his
heart.

“When he’d get frustrat-
ed, and there are always
times like that for all of
us, I told him God wanted
him to take what he’d
learned and put it to
work.”

As a corporate trainer,
Everett had seen “night
and day” changes in peo-
ple, but he wasn’t seeing
that in his church life.

“I was going to church
and saw that people
weren’t changing,” he
acknowledged. “It frus-
trated me. I could see peo-
ple were missing some-
thing. They’d tell me to
pray, but not how. They
tell me what to do, but not

how.”
There were other frus-

trations and challenges.
“I’d moved to a small

town, entering into a new
marriage, was leaving my
career and was not being
a bread winner. All of
those challenges were
stressful,” Everett admit-
ted. “But God was hum-
bling me.

“That’s when I got my
promotion,” he said with
a broad smile. “I started
steaming clothes and
being janitor here at Miss
Royale. That gave me lots
of time to pray and it gave
me lots of time to minis-
ter to people.”

And that has become
Everett’s all but full time
calling, save for his jani-
torial duties at Miss
Royale, of course.

“I remember being
asked to minister to a
young man who was in
jail, he’d been convicted
in a murder case,”
Everett said. “In minister-

ing to him, he asked me
to go see his family
because he knew they
were going through a
tough time. At first the
father didn’t even want to
talk to me, until he found
out his son had asked me
to come see them.”

“He wound up leading
the father to the Lord,”
Evelyn interjected, “and
that, in turn, wound up
leading the entire family
to the Lord. We’ve seen
lots of miracles in that
family since then.”

Everett says he realized
from that night on the
Lord had been showing
him how to pray and to
minister to people during
that difficult year. “What
I realized is that I can be

an ambassador for
Christ,” he said.

Since that time, Everett
and Evelyn have had
numerous opportunities
to minister to people —
all sorts of people in all
walks of life.

“The Lord’s given me
the opportunity to minis-
ter to everyone from
street people to a man
who would one day
become governor and
later president,” Everett
said. “Who’d have
believed it? In fact, my
mom once said, “Of all
my sons, I never thought
it would be you that
would get religion.”

But it’s not so much
“religion” that Everett
got, but Christian love,

understanding and fellow-
ship.

“We believe what we all
need to look at is what all
of us can be,” Everett
explained. “God made us
and sent his son, Jesus
Christ, to die for us so
that we can fulfill God’s

plan in our lives. We just
need to look at what peo-
ple can be.”

Contact Managing
Editor John A. Moseley at
263-7331, ext. 230, or by e-
mail at editor@bigspring-
herald.com.
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Dedicated To Serving
All Your Financial Needs

BIG SPRING EDUCATION
EMPLOYEES FEDERAL

CREDIT UNION
Visit our Web Site:

www.bstcu.com

Audio Response Line - 264-6028

- Member NCUA -

1110 Benton                     (432) 263-8393
Big Spring

2135 Hickory
Colorado City                   (325) 728-3445
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Celebrating West Texas Heritage

Big Spring
Heritage Museum

510 Scurry                        267-8255

7503

Model
Railroad
Exhibit

Settles
Hotel

Exhibit

K-C Steaks &
Seafood

Open 5 P.M. - 10 P.M.
Party Room Available
BEER & WINE AVAILABLE

N. Service Road I-20 West

263-1651
26925

1701 Lancaster • 432-263-5517
www.kellynewtoninsurance.com

We are family owned and operated and have
been in business since 1994. OUR service sets
us apart from other insurance agencies.
Kelly’s main concern is helping our farmers
and ranchers manage their potential risks.

Call Or Visit Us Today
This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider. 7461

Mills Optical Co.
610 Johnson

Big Spring, TX

Fashionable Frames

Complete
Optical Service

11657

9:00-5:30 pm
Mon-Fri.

Except Thursday
9:00-12:00 pm

Excerpt from Romans 
Chapter 10, KJV

4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness
to every one that believeth.

5 For Moses describeth the righteousness which is
of the law, That the man which doeth those things
shall live by them.

6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh
on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall
ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down
from above:)

7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to
bring up Christ again from the dead.)

8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in
thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith,
which we preach;

9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteous-
ness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.

11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on
him shall not be ashamed.

12 For there is no difference between the Jew and
the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all
that call upon him.

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.

HERALD photo/John A. Moseley

Everett Bender provides instruction on the importance of prayer and fasting to members of his Sunday School class dur-
ing a recent session at Miss Royale.
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By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Food is life.
It’s a mantra anyone who

spends a considerable amount
of time around local resident
and chef Theresa Andrews
knows well, as the coastal cast-
away prepares to bring a taste
of the south to Big Spring.

Andrews — who claims she
isn’t really “from” anywhere
thanks to her father’s career in
the Air Force and gypsy
lifestyle — is anything but shy
when it comes to discussing
food, but to understand where
her culinary ideas are going, it
helps to understand how they
came to Big Spring.

“After Hurricane Katrina,
after we spent a few weeks on
our lawn, my brother showed
up and said we couldn’t stay
there,” said Andrews. “So we
went to Baton Rouge and had
our first shower in three weeks.
Then we looked around and
realized everyone from New
Orleans and the Mississippi
Gulf Coast had moved to Baton
Rouge and there was no place to
stay.

“We didn’t know what we
were doing. My husband has
family here in Big Spring, and
they didn’t really give us a lot
of options. They just told us we
were moving somewhere we
had family, and that’s how we
ended up in Big Spring. I’ve
been married for 28 years but I

feel like I’m a newlywed again.
When we first got here we were
living on used furniture. I feel
like I’m starting my whole life
over again.”

Andrews’ career in food ser-
vice began many years before
the hurricane winds all but
destroyed her home in
Gulfport, Miss., as necessity
and practicality set her on her

life’s course.
“I needed a job and had three

kids. My husband was in the
military and I needed to find a
job that would allow one of us
to be home with our children at
all times,” said Andrews. “We
didn’t want our kids raised by
anyone other than us. The food
service industry had flexible
hours, so I started out waitress-
ing tables. However, I found
myself spending more and more
time in the kitchen than out
front. I was always asking ques-
tions, so I sort of just worked
my way into the kitchen, and
after a while people started ask-

ing me why I didn’t go to culi-
nary school.

“I went to culinary school at
Horry-Georgetown Tech, which
is now part of the University of
South Carolina, located in
Myrtle Beach. My husband got
out of the Air Force while we
were living there and we stayed
there for 10 years just so we
could play golf everyday,” she
said with a laugh. “And
through the years I’ve taken
breaks from the culinary busi-
ness  and done other things. I
sold golf equipment in Myrtle
Beach for five years and got to
play just about every day.”

Andrews thought her exten-
sive training and experience in
high-end food service would
help her land a job in Big
Spring, but the local job market
wasn’t what she expected.

“People told me I could find a
job here in my career field.
Come to find out, I could find a
job if I was willing to work for
$6 an hour in a kitchen some-
where. I couldn’t find a restau-
rant that really needed a quali-
fied chef,” said Andrews. “No
one really had an extended
menu along the lines I was used
to preparing and had the desire
to work in. I don’t know a lot
about barbecue. Even though
we do barbecue in the south, we
make a very different type of
barbecue than we make here in 

See ANDREWS, Page 5E
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Sherry Wegner  Agency

Specializing In Crop & Rangeland Insurance

Life • Health • Irrigation Equip. • Homeowner • Commercial
Farm & Ranch • LRP • Pecan Revenue • Notary Service

“Your Friend Come Hail OR High Water”  

Serving Farmers For 24 Years
432-267-2555

San Angelo BIG SPRING St. Lawrence
www.swcia.com

77
46

Sandie Fryar, Tammy Phernetton, Sherry Wegner, Jana Velasquez, Charlotte Welch.

ATTENTION DIABETICS: Call For Life Insurance Quote
An Equal Opportunity Insurance Provider

HILLCREST BAPTIST CHURCH
267-1639                                 2000 W. FM 700

SUNDAY
BIBLE STUDY.......................................................................9:30 AM
MORNING WORSHIP...........................................................11:00 AM
CHILDREN’S EXTENDED WORSHIP......................................11:00 AM
EVENING WORSHIP...............................................................6:30 PM

WEDNESDAY
PRAYER & BIBLE STUDY.......................................................7:00 PM
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY............................................................7:00 PM

7786

Monday-Friday We Have A Full Child Development Center For Kids -
Ages 18 mo. to 5-Yr.

A day camp runs during the summer for ages up to 12-yrs.

The HCDC can be reached at 267-8449

Pastor, Elwin Collom

(432) 393-5231 
If no answer Call 393-5920

8500 E. Moss Lake Rd. - Big Spring
7823

Domestic, Irrigation,
Water Drilling,

“We Are The Best In The Business”

Water Well Drilling
Environment Drilling and Soil Sampling

Fast Line, Generators and Pumps

Licensed Drilling Contractor
and Licensed Pump Installer

• New Wells        • Clean Outs
• Complete Water Supply Systems
• Monitor Well Installation

“Serving West Texas Since 1957”

Carroll & Dusty Choate
Owners

www.choatewellservice.com

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Theresa Andrews, owner of Tee’s Catering, flambes some
scallops in the kitchen of her new restaurant, located on
Moss Creek Road (left) and smiles for the camera during
the State of the City Address (above).

Food: It’s a passion
Theresa Andrews loves to cook
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ANDREWS
Continued from Page 4E

Texas. So my knowledge of the
food here was limited, and
because I couldn’t find a job
where anyone would pay me
what I owed in bills, I created
my own business.

“I had done this type of work
off and on while I was a chef,
working as a private chef and
catering parties and special
events. I worked for a very
exclusive clientele. So I figured
if I could do it for them, I could
do it right here and make a
business. I did something simi-
lar right out of culinary school
with a friend of mine. We
opened a cafe and a catering
business. Our catering business
was centered around theaters.
We did all kinds of events,
including the grand opening for
the Hard Rock Cafe, the Dixie
Stampede when TNN was there,
as well as some television and
movie productions. So it cen-
tered mainly around the enter-
tainment and resort industry.”

Andrews said it’s taken more
than a year to build her list of
clientele and establish a reputa-
tion in the Crossroads area, all
leading to the eventual opening
of her own restaurant.

“It’s taken me the entire time
I’ve been here to slowly and
quietly build a reputation so I
can market myself to the clien-
tele I want,” she said. “To the
people who are really going to
enjoy this food. I’m not saying
the food here isn’t good, it’s just
that I’m bringing something
that’s totally different. I’m
going to do things a little differ-
ent. We expect to be up and
doing dinners Friday and
Saturday nights toward the end
of April. I have to get every-
thing in and get my staff
trained.”

And while the idea of opening
a restaurant puts a big smile on
Andrews’ face, there are plenty
of challenges to overcome.

“It’s an experience in Big
Spring,” she said with a laugh.
“We don’t have a lot of restau-
rant suppliers. We don’t have a
lot of restaurants that have all
of the modern conveniences, so
it’s hard to find and buy used
equipment. That makes it pret-
ty tough here. There’s such a
small restaurant community,
and it’s not a restaurant com-
munity like I’m used to where
all the owners belong to an
association and get together

periodically. In that type of set-
ting, everyone knows everyone,
and if you need a vendor or
something you can call them up
and say, ‘Hey, I need a refriger-
ation guy and I need him quick.
I have 40 people coming for
dinner and my refrigerator just
went down. I need him on the
fly.’ I can’t call people here like
I can back home and ask for
help.

“The restaurants here are
family owned and they are very
self-sufficient. So my biggest
obstacle has been finding the
tools for the business. I’ve been
so fortunate, however, because
I’ve had family helping me out.
My nieces have all stepped up
to the plate and helped out
wherever I needed them. If it
wasn’t for them, I really don’t
feel like I would have been as
successful as I’ve been over the
last 17 months. When I’m in a
pinch because someone doesn’t
show up, they step right in, and
that’s a great blessing.”

And while a traditional Big
Spring location, such as in the
downtown area or along Gregg
Street, might appeal to other
entrepreneurs, Andrews has a
much more rustic location in
mind.

“I’ve gotten together with Bob
Price and he’s opening a hunt-
ing lodge on his property on S.
Moss Lake Road,” said
Andrews. “They have some
lodges there so they can keep
hunters and then we have the
yellow house, which is eventu-
ally going to be a bed and
breakfast. We’ve turned the bot-
tom of the home into a restau-
rant, and we’ll be doing Friday
and Saturday night dinners.
They will be inclusive menus,
which means there will be
three-course, five-course and
seven-course options with
prices based on market prices.

“It’s going to be an adult
atmosphere. It’s going to be
geared toward adults, so people
have a place to go on their
birthday, anniversary or other
special occasions. We’re not
really gearing toward a family
restaurant because I feel there
are lots and lots of family
restaurants here. There’s just
no place to go for that special
event, like getting engaged. We
also offer catering services. We
even do catering for two, if you
want to have a wonderful
gourmet dinner at home and
pop the question to your girl.
We can cater to parties up to
750 people, as well.”

And while the economics of

the business are cer-
tainly a concern for
Andrews, the real
pay off for the
Mississippi woman
is in the food and
doing what she
loves.

“A lot of times you
don’t get to see the
end result of your
work in your job,
unless you’re a doc-
tor and you cure
someone. When you
create something,
you see the end
result,” said
Andrews. “When a
plate comes back to
me and it’s empty, I
know I created
something really
nice. I don’t really
have an artistic tal-
ent. I can’t draw a
straight line or a
perfect circle, but I
can look in a refrig-
erator and create a
meal. It’s my talent,
it’s my passion. I
love to eat and I love
to feed people. Food
is life. If you know
anything about food
and its history with
the family, we were always in
the kitchen. In my part of the
country, we’re discussing what
we’re going to have for lunch
while we’re eating breakfast.
We’re talking about the dinner
we had the night before. Food is
just such a big part of who we
are.

“You can take a piece of cat-
fish and cook it, and I can take
a piece of catfish and cook it,
and I guarantee when you taste
mine you’ll say you’ve never
had that kind of catfish before.
It’s so wonderful because you
can take things you would
never think of, like a jar of
mustard from the cupboard,
and make fish with them.
Where most people would just
say, ‘Well, I guess I’ll just fry
this piece of fish up,’ I’m going
to fry it, but I’m going to season
it with a little something. I
might put some crawfish etouf-
fee on top, which is one of our
signature dishes, the catfish
Creole. It’s just beautiful.  It’s
all about being creative and lov-
ing what you do.”

Contact Staff Writer Thomas
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by
e-mail at citydesk@bigspring-
herald.com
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James Van RiperJames Van Riper, D.O., F, D.O., FACOGACOG
Board Certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology

New Member To Our Staff

Jackie Lehr, WHCNP, Nurse Practitioner
BOARD CERTIFIED

Specializing In:Specializing In:
• Obstetrics                                    • Pelvic Surgery• Obstetrics                                    • Pelvic Surgery
• High Risk Pregnancy                 • Outpatient Hysterectomy• High Risk Pregnancy                 • Outpatient Hysterectomy
• Gynecology                                 • Menopause• Gynecology                                 • Menopause
• Urogynecology                           • Hormone Replacement• Urogynecology                           • Hormone Replacement

410 North Hancock Odessa, Texas 79761
(432) 337-4782 7877

Visit our office
anytime.

www.bigspringherald.com

Get the information you’re looking for!
Local News • Sports

Obituaries • Special Sections
Wedding, Engagement and 
Birth Announcement Forms
Classifieds • Financial News

Entertainment & Health
Slide Show • Photo Contest

Access our website 24 hours / 7 days a week.
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263-1381
1702 Gregg

7797

Dr. Michael Reznik would like to introduce 
Dr. Derick Reznik and Dr. Megan Reznik to his staff.

Dr. Michael Reznik • Dr. Derek Reznik • Dr. Megan Reznik

Two Locations:
804 Gregg St.

(432) 263-7111  Big Spring, TX 79720
2469 E. 11th

1-888-256-7105  Odessa, TX 79761

7675

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Local chef Theresa Andrews takes some cheesecake desserts out of
her oven (above) and slices roast beef for the masses gathered for the
recent State of the City Address at the Dora Roberts Community Center
(below).
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By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Local musician Josh
Lang is hoping to carve
out a spot in metal-music
history with his drum-
ming — just as soon as he
finishes his homework.

Lang, who plays the
skins for Big Spring’s
own Down The Machine
— a metal band currently
on the rise in and around
the Lone Star State — is
also a senior at Forsan
High School, a combina-
tion the young man says
is tough to maintain.

“It’s tough. I’m not
going to lie to you man,”
said Lang with a laugh.
“It’s so hard to find time
for your friends on the
weekend, because I’m
either practicing or I’m at
a gig. We’re working
musicians and we’re
asked to play all the time.
It’s hard. Doing home-
work the same night you
have a gig, it’s just ridicu-
lous. Sometimes you just
can’t do it all.”

However, to understand
what drives Lang to live a
double life — high school
student by day and bud-
ding rock star by night —
it helps to understand
how he got involved in
music.

“I’ve always been
involved in music, even
when I was little,” said
Lang. “Even when we
went to church, I was
always checking out the
drummer, who had this
cage around him. It was
just the coolest thing in
the world. I always want-
ed to play drums. My sis-
ter was No. 2 in the state
of Texas in the clarinet,
so there was always
music around. I begged
my dad to get me a drum
kit, and my eighth grade
year he did, and I’ve been
playing drums ever since.
It was a Tama Rockstar
with brushed chrome. I
still have it, I just never
play on it anymore.

“I played that kit every
day for three years

straight,” he said. “I
forced myself to play
three hours each day. So,
three hours a day for
three years, and this is
where I am now.”

Lang said he met the
rest of the guys in Down
The Machine — vocalist
Ben Chronister, bassist
Jeff Forshee and guitarist
Trey Terry — through a
friend and the rest is his-
tory.

“I was working at H-E-
B, and this guy — he’s the
manager’s cousin — was
telling me there were
these guys who were look-
ing for a drummer,” said
Lang. “He told me they
played stuff like As I Lay
Dying, and I thought that

was pretty cool. And then
I asked him how old these
guys were, and he told me
they were like 25 years
old. I was like, no way!
These guys are old!

“Trey and Jeff (Forshee)
worked at StarTek, and
they had heard about
some kid who played
drums, and they were
thinking it was two or
three different people.
Turns out, it was just me.
So I got hold of them and
took my drums over to
Marshall’s house, and I
set up my kit in this little
bitty room. They had this
little Crate amp that was
pushing out 20 watts, and
we just started jamming.
And they did not sound

like As I Lay Dying, but
they were really good.
Trey is just an amazing
guitar player. And it just
went from there.”

Lang said his foray into
the music industry has
been a first-class educa-
tion in the realities of the
world.

“You find so many fake
people, it’s ridiculous.
Before I went to Forsan, I
was in school in Big
Spring,” said Lang. “One

See LANG, Page 9E
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
CHAPLAIN CORPS

A UNIQUE CHAPLAIN’S ORGANIZATION
SERVING BIG SPRING AND HOWARD
COUNTY NEEDS IN TIMES OF STRIFE.

The purpose of the ESCC is as diverse as the agencies it serves. The Chaplains
are a non-denomination presence bound only by their desire to provide com-
fort and/or spiritual services to those in need. Our primary duty is to the
emergency services of the city and county. We provide trained Chaplains in
the following ways:

1. A twenty-four hour, on-call service to all emergency services

2. Assist Law Enforcement in death notifications to families and remain with
families until their own family, clergy, or victim services arrive.

3. Provide comfort, family notification, church affiliation notification, and 
extended visitation to all services and the general public. We serve as 
Chaplains, upon request of a governmental agency, to victims of natural
or man-made disasters.

4. Conduct grief management and marital enrichment seminars, upon request 
to all services. This includes personal counseling and/or spiritual support
to those in need.

5. Offer a specialized training academy of 50-60 hours and continuing
educational classes to local clergy and select lay persons enabling them
to serve as volunteers in the Emergency Services Chaplain Corps.

This is by no means all encompassing and the Chaplains and volunteers of
the ESCC stand by ready to assist all in need in whatever means possible.
Please call the following numbers if you have need of a Chaplain: 264-2244
or 264-2550.

27260

Dora Roberts Rehabilitation
Center

Since 1961 - Big Spring’s #1 Choice

For 

Comprehensive Rehabilitation

Jason Sims, MPT
Physical Therapist

Laurie Churchwell, BS
Wellness Program

Jessica Miller, MOTR
Occupational Therapist

Susan Henderson, COTA
Occupational Therapy Assistant

Toby Keel, LPTA
Physical Therapy

Kaki Morton, PT
Physical Therapist

Paula Farquhar, RN, MSN, NP-BC
Cardiac Rehab

Jay Johnson, Au.D., CCC/A
Audiologist

306 W. 3rd Street                                   267-3806

• Physical Therapy

• Occupational Therapy

• Fitness / Wellness programs

• Cardiac Rehabilitation

• Drug Testing

• Audiology
9861

DECKER’S
Farm Supply & Nursery

• Trees
• Lawn
• Bedding Plants
• Vegetable Plants

• Garden Supplies
• Fertilizer
• Weed Control
• Landscaping

2346 Hwy. 137 * Stanton
432-756-3444 7655

Courtesy photos
(Above, clockwise) Local musician and Forsan High School senior Josh Lang wails on his
drum kit during a recent performance with his band, Down The Machine; poses with long-
time friend Morgan Garett on prom night; and sports a rather non-traditional haircut for the
camera. 

Student by day,
rocker by night
Love for playing the drums has Josh Lang leading a double life
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By JOHN A. MOSELEY
Managing Editor

When Big Spring City
Councilman Manny
Ramirez Jr. says that he
takes pride in his commu-
nity, it’s not just lip ser-
vice or some campaign
slogan. Instead, the first-
term councilman is get-
ting personally involved
in making Big Spring a
more attractive place to
live.

In fact, he’s enlisted his
whole family and they’ve
joined the Texas
Department of
Transportation’s Adopt-A-
Highway program. The
Ramirez family will be
regularly clearing litter
from a two-mile stretch of
Business 20 (both Third
and Fourth Streets) from
Settles Street to Tulane
Avenue.

When asked how he
came up with the idea of
his family adopting a
highway, Ramirez said it
was “just something I
thought was a good idea”
after having participated
with his co-workers at the
VA Medical Center in
that group’s Adopt-A-
Highway efforts along
U.S. Highway 87.

“I just want people to
take more pride in our
community. I want the
town to look nice ... it’s
just that simple,” he con-
tinued. “The staff at the
VA Hospital had adopted
Highway 87 and I just
decided this was some-
thing we could do.”

While Ramirez said he
initially had asked state

officials if he could adopt
the Third and Fourth
Street areas downtown,
he said he’s really looking
forward to getting a
chance to help clean up
the area his family finally
adopted.

“If you go down there to
that stretch of Business
20, it’s obvious that we
need to keep that
entrance to our city look-
ing as good as we possibly
can,” he said. “I’d imag-
ine that’s the first part of
town that more than 50
percent of the visitors
who come into Big Spring
from the east on
Interstate 20. That needs
to be a priority.”

While Ramirez said his
wife Debbie and 18-year-
old daughter Randye were
supportive of the idea of
getting involved in the
A d o p t - A - H i g h w a y
Program as a family, he
admits his 16-year-old son
Matthew was at first less
than thrilled about the
idea.

“Debbie said, ‘Sure, let’s
do it,’” he noted, “and my
daughter thought it was
great because she has to
do some public service as
a project for school. My
son kind of rolled his
eyes, but he’s come
around to the idea.”

And it won’t just be the
councilman’s household
involved in the periodic
cleanups during the two-
year term of the family’s
commitment with the
state.

“I told the rest of my
family about it and they
thought it was a good

idea, too,” he explained.
“My brothers and my par-
ents have all said anytime
I need help they’ll be
there.”

Those who know
Ramirez have no doubt
the family will definitely
be serious about their

commitment to the pro-
gram.

Simply put, when
Manny decides to do
something, he sticks with
it. And he believes others

should do the same.
Take, for instance, his

desire to be a member of
the Big Spring City
Council.

An IT specialist at the

VA hospital, Ramirez won
his council seat on his
second attempt at run-
ning for office. “It’s some-
thing I’d always wanted
to do ... even back when I
was in my 20s,” he said.
“I had an older cousin
who was a justice of the
peace and I admired that.
I think that’s what really
got me interested in pub-
lic service.”

But in his first bid for
office, Ramirez was
defeated by a slim mar-
gin. The setback did not
deter him. Instead, he
became more determined.

“I lost that race by
something like 12 votes,”
he continued. “And I’m
pretty sure from the
turnout of that election,
there were more than 12
people who I’d talked to
and said they supported
me and would vote for me
that didn’t go to the polls.
But the most frustrating
part of the experience was
the literal handful of peo-
ple who voted in that elec-
tion. Here we were decid-
ing who would represent
thousands of people on
the council and only a
tiny portion of them cared
enough to go vote.

“We need to inspire
more people to get
involved — not only in
voting, but in making our
community the absolute
best it can be,” he added.

There are things
Ramirez says he’d like to
see being accomplished in
Big Spring, among them a
concerted recycling effort.

“That’s something the
VA is getting more
involved in and I think
we, as a community, need 

See RAMIREZ, Page 9E
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PORTER HENDERSON
IMPLEMENT CO.

• Big Spring • Ballinger • San Angelo

Sales • Rentals • Parts • Service

We Support the
Farmers Market

3110 U.S. Hwy. 87 North 263-0837

3 Locations 
To Serve You

2
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Remodeling Your Home

Or Building A 

New Home?

Let Our Professional

Staff Assist You With All

Of Your Lighting And

Hardware Needs
7719

Community minded

HERALD photos

At the photo at right, Big
Spring City Councilman
Manuel Ramirez Jr. is shown
during a recent council
meeting; below, he’s shown
with his family, from left,
son Matthew, daughter
Randye and wife Debbie.

Manny Ramirez Jr. does his
part for a better Big Spring
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By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

If there is a soundtrack
to Bill Phelps’ life, the
theme song would proba-
bly be “On The Road
Again.”

The Ohio native has
made many stops in his 86
years on this planet, but
that mileage is almost
chicken feed compared to
what’s been accumulated
in service to his fellow
military veterans.

As coordinator of the
veteran’s transportation
network program at the
Big Spring VA Hospital,
Phelps, quite literally,
gets around.

On any given day, he
can be found somewhere
on the road between the
medical center and a
town in its service area,
transporting indigent vet-
erans to and from
appointments at the hos-
pital.

“We serve veterans
without transportation of
their own within our out-
lying district — about an
80-mile radius,” Phelps
said. “We pick them up,
bring them in for their
appointment, then take
them home ... We also
take them to consulting
appointments in hospitals
in this area.”

With a service area

encompassing a large
swath of West Texas and
Eastern New Mexico,
Phelps and his fellow dri-
vers can log a lot of miles.

“Some of our drivers log
300 to 400 miles a week,”
he said. “Some of us drive
as much as 20,000 miles in
a year, simply because we
don’t have enough dri-
vers.”

The local VA hospital is
always short of drivers
because the program is
totally voluntary.

“The Disabled Veterans
of America helps with the
program, but you don’t
have to be a disabled vet
to participate. But ...
there’s no (monetary)
compensation at all,”
Phelps said. “That’s what
drives a lot of people
away.”

Still, the program pro-
vides a vital service.

“It’s very, very impor-
tant,” said Iva Jo Hanslik,
director of community
relations for the VAMC.
“With so many of our vet-
erans living on fixed
incomes — and with the
rising cost of fuel — many
of them couldn’t receive
the health care they
deserve if we didn’t pro-
vide transportation.”

The reason Phelps has
stayed with the program
is simple — he cares for
his fellow veterans.

“The job is self-reward-
ing,” he said. “To see the
veterans of today and
their needs and to be able
to alleviate those needs in
some matter is very self-
satisfying.

“Actually sitting down
and driving and listening
to other people’s experi-
ences — the good things
and bad things, the kudos
and the gripes — is some-
thing else,” Phelps added.

Phelps is an ideal fit for

the program, Hanslik
said.

“He’s a very dedicated
volunteer who loves vet-
erans, enjoys their com-
pany and wants to give
back to his fellow com-
rades,” she said.

In the little more than
three years he joined the
program, he’s logged at
least 25,000 miles,
although he’s uncertain
on the exact amount.

Then again, long-dis-

tance travel is no stranger
to Phelps.

Born and raised in
Ohio, he joined the U.S.
Navy in 1940 and served
in the Pacific theater dur-
ing World War II as a
pharmacist’s mate aboard
a gunboat.

During a 14-year mili-
tary career (he spent six
years on active reserve)
he hopped across portions
of the globe, he said.

After finally leaving the
military in 1954, he began
what he called a “cir-
cuitous” route to Big
Spring. For many years,
he was a quality assur-

ance engineer for several
government projects
across the country that he
wasn’t at liberty to dis-
cuss. Then, after retiring,
he moved to Big Spring in
2001.

He joined the local
Retired Senior Volunteer
Program, which eventual-
ly led to his current post-
ing at the VAMC.

“Because of being in
RSVP, I heard about the
different volunteer pro-
grams here at the medical
center,” Phelps said. “I
applied for the transporta-
tion program, and here I
am.”

Phelps enjoys camping,
reading and “working
around the house,” but
it’s clear transporting vet-
erans to and from the
VAMC is high on his list
of priorities.

Aside from calling the
work rewarding, Phelps
finds it difficult to
describe exactly what he
enjoys about his hours on
the road.

“I guess you’d just have
to come in and find out
for yourself,” he said. “If
you’ve got a soul, you’re
going to be satisfied with
what you do. It’s a thing
that’s very close to my
heart.”

For more information
on the veterans trans-
portation network, con-
tact the VAMC volunteer
services at 263-7361, ext.
7135.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234, or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

On the road again
Bill Phelps donates
his time as a driver
for the local VAMC

Herald photos/Steve Reagan
Above, Bill Phelps stands
besides the van used to
transport veterans to and
from appointments at the
Big Spring VA Medical
Center; at left, he talks with
the VAMC’s Iva Jo Hanslik.
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LANG
Continued from Page 6A

day I wore a Metallica T-
shirt to school, and the
next day I wore a My
Chemical Romance T-
shirt, and everyone was
running around saying,
‘He’s a poser! He knows
nothing about music!’ I
don’t care what people
say about me, I just know
they’re fake. You start
realizing how people are
your friends because
you’re a musician, which
is apparently some kind
of high honor or some-
thing. And that’s kind of
sad, because all you have
to do is work at it.

“The friends I have
right now, there’s no way
you could replace them.
They’re family, part of my
family, and I’d never give
them up. These are the
people who have stuck by
my side, even before I
was a musician, through
all the bad stuff and
everything in between.
And when I became a
musician, nothing
changed between us.
Some people changed —
they want to be my best
friend all of a sudden —
but I know they aren’t my
friends in the long run.”

And while many 18-
year-olds in his position

might be tempted to quit
school to chase fortune
and fame in the world of
music, for Lang, it’s sim-
ply not an option.

“It’s an insurance poli-
cy. Education is an insur-
ance policy when you’re a
musician,” Lang said
firmly. “You can’t go on
hopes and dreams and
run around saying you’re
going to be famous some
day. Suppose you’re right
on the edge of being
signed to a major label,
and they say, ‘Hey, we
found someone else. Get
lost.’ You don’t have a job,
you don’t have money.
Sure, you might be tour-
ing, but do you know how
old that gets? It’s ridicu-
lous. It’s fun, but you get
tired of that lifestyle
every so often.

“I’m going to South
Plains College next sum-
mer. I’m planning to take
some commercial music
classes, and they have a
wonderful program there.
So I’m really looking for-
ward to it.”

And while the perpetual
party image of the music
industry is certainly
alluring, Lang said it’s
not all fun and games.

“It takes serious work.
It’s not fun and games 24
hours a day by any
means,” said Lang. “It’s
not a situation where you

go out and party every
night and play music for
a bunch of chicks. We’ve
played shows where there
was no one there except
like three people. It’s
about work.

“When I started at
Forsan, I always wanted
to play percussion in the
band. I never got the
chance, though. The guy

never even gave me the
light of day to try out. But
I didn’t let that stop me.
You can’t let something
stupid like that stop you.
If this is your passion,
you have to keep working
toward it, no matter what
gets in your way.”

In the end, Lang said he
understands his long-
term goals and won’t stop

until they are a reality.
“I’m doing what I love.

You can’t do any better
than that. I know it’s not
really a job I can say I
support myself with, but
it’s income. I don’t have
to work at H-E-B eight
hours a day,” he said with
a laugh. “That’s what I
want to do with my life. I
want to be a musician and

support myself with it.
I’m not looking to get
famous or rich, I just
want to be able to support
myself by being a musi-
cian.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com
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The Salvation Army
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Tuesday, Teen Meeting.....................4:00 P.M.

Wednesday, Youth Meeting...............4:00 P.M.

Wednesday, Women’s Program.........6:00 P.M.

Wednesday Bible Study.....................7:00 P.M.
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Furniture, Finish & Repair
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Bob’s Custom Woodwork
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RAMIREZ
Continued from Page 7E

to do so as well,” he
explained. “People need
to realize how little space
is left in our landfill and
what it’s going to cost, not
only to open a new land-
fill, but to close this one
and monitor the closed
facility in the future.

“It think expanding

recycling efforts only
makes sense, because it’s
going to be the most effec-
tive way of extending the
life of our landfill. Of
course, it’s not just a dol-
lars and cents proposi-
tion, it has a lot to do with
saving natural resources.
But the real interest for
most people will be what
effect recycling has on
saving the city and coun-
ty money. If it saves tax-

payer money over the
long run, that’s some-
thing we all ought to be
interested in.”

Ramirez said it’s only
natural that he should be
interested in issues like
the Adopt-A-Highway pro-
gram and expanding recy-
cling efforts in the com-
munity. “I’m the tidy one
in the family,” he
explained with a smile. “I
do my own yard work

because I want things
done a certain way.”

While far from being
obsessive -compulsive
about such things, he
admits that “everything
has a place and it ought to
be there. If it’s not, fix it.”

It’s clear that Ramirez’s
commitment his family,
job and community leaves
little time for himself,
however. But it’s not
something that bothers

him very much. That was
made clear when he
recalled his being hired
by the VA.

“I’d just finished my
courses at Midland
College,” he noted. “I
came home, grabbed my
golf clubs and was out on
the course playing golf
when my dad called to tell
me they had a job opening
at the hospital. I left right
then, went in and inter-

viewed for the job and
was hired immediately.

“I haven’t had a chance
to play golf since,” he
said, a broad smile com-
ing across his face.

Contact Managing
Editor John A. Moseley at
263-7331, ext. 230, or by e-
mail at
editor@bigspringherald.c
om.
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By JONATHAN HULL
Herald Sports Editor

Nothing comes easy.
This is a lesson well

known to Cadet Bryant.
Bryant competes in a

sport where respect and
advancement is difficult
to achieve — cycling, or
endurance mountain bike
racing to be exact.

Bryant, 32, is a 1992
graduate of Coahoma
High School and, after
spending two years at
Howard College and fin-
ishing his higher-educa-
tion studies at Sul Ross
State University in
Alpine, returned to his
home county to teach
freshman composition at
Howard in 2003.

However, teaching is
truly just a means of
financing his true pas-
sion.

“I never planned on
being a teacher. The
opportunity just kind of
arose,” Bryant explained.
“Really, it’s just a means
for me to get some money
and make ends meet so I
can race.”

Although the road, or
trail in Bryant’s case, to
success in competitive
mountain biking has been
long and trying, it’s no
longer foreign for the
semi-pro rider.

“I’ve discovered that all

you can do is get your
body used to doing this,”
Bryant explained. “It’s
taken years for me to get
my body conditioned to
endure this. It takes years
and years to get up to that
level. If I was still com-
peting just locally, I’d
never be able to compete
with the elite guys. It
takes seeing those guys to
understand what you
need to do to get better.
Everytime I’ve moved up
a division, I’ve gotten my
butt whipped. But I just
work my way back up.”

“It’s funny how it
works,” he continued.
“You feel like you’re
never going to get to that
next level and when you
do, you don’t even realize
it.”

Bike riding has long
been a part of Bryant’s
life. Like most of us, he
started riding at a young
age, but unlike most of
us, he never stopped. It’s
always been a means of
escape for Bryant, allow-
ing him to free his mind
of burdens.

“I’ve been riding all my
life. I was in my first
bike-a-thon when I was
seven or eight years old
and I outlasted just about
everyone in the event,”
Bryant said. “When I was 

Continued on Page 2F
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Mission Statement
The Mission of CASA of West Texas is to promote and support
quality volunteers who speak for the best interest of abused
and neglected children in court in an effort to find each child

a safe, nurturing, permanent home.

CASA of West Texas serves Andrews, Dawson, Gaines, Glasscock,
Howard, Martin and Midland Counties

201 W. Wall Street, Suite 700
Phone 432-683-1114
Fax - 432-683-1168

voices@casawtx.org 7717

Looking for a little respect

Courtesy photo
Cadet Bryant poses with the bicycle he rode to a second-place finish in the 2008 State of Texas MTN Bike Marathon
Series. Bryant now moves on to a national circuit, hoping to improve on his 11th-place finish from 2007.

Cyclist Cadet
Bryant aims to
prove that he’s
among the elite
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Continued from 

a kid, my dad wasn’t
around much, but I didn’t
want to be at home when
he was. So, riding was a
way for me to get out of
the house. I’d ride my
BMX bike 20 miles a day.”

Competitive riding,
however, is fairly new for
Bryant.

“I didn’t start seriously
competing until 2003
when I started doing some
triathlons,” Bryant said.
“I went to just racing on
the bike after a few of
those races, though. I
wasn’t a good swimmer.
I’d be the last one out of
the water usually. But
when I got on the bike, I
would pass everyone and
make up a lot of ground. I
figured since I’m doing so
good on the bike, I might
as well just ride.”

Since focusing on
cycling, Bryant has
steadily climbed up the
ranks of professional
mountain biking. He
recently completed the
2008 season in the State of
Texas MTN Bike
Marathon Series, earning
second place overall.
That’s an improvement of
five spots over his sev-
enth-place finish in 2007.

Bryant is the 2007 ACA
West Texas XC MTN Bike
Series champion in the
expert cat division. He
begins the 2008 version of
the National Ultra-
Endurance MTN Bike
Series April 19 with a 100-
mile race in Ducktown,
Tenn. Bryant enters the
circuit after placing high-
ly overall in the 2007
series.

Bryant’s expectations
are high this year with
the possibility of winning
the national circuit
implanted firmly in the
back of his mind.

“I started out at some
local races, then moved
up to some statewide
events and I started com-
peting on a national level
just last year,” Bryant
noted. “I’m a nationally
ranked racer right now. I
finished 11th last year in
the Elite Ultra Marathon
series and I’m ranked sec-
ond in the state of Texas.
I’m competing with guys
that get paid to ride.
That’s all they do for a liv-
ing and I’m keeping up
with them.”

Bryant would love to
ride for a living, but lacks
having enough notoriety
from sponsors in order to
do so. He races for a com-
pany called Giant, which
furnishes him with a bike
and clothing. However, he
lacks extra funds to help
pay entry fees as well as
gasoline, among other
expenses.

“The places where I
travel on the national
series are several states
away and anyone that
knows how much gas is
costing right now under-

stands the type of money I
need to get there,” Bryant
said. “Last year, I was
only able to compete in
five of the eight races
because I ran out of
money. I simply couldn’t
afford to make the trip to
the last three events. I fin-
ished 11th despite that
and if I could’ve finished
the circuit, I would’ve
had a chance to win it
all.”

Money has proved to be
the biggest hindrance in
Bryant advancing to the
next level of competition
and he was actually wor-
ried he wouldn’t even be
able to compete in the
national circuit until
recently.

“I didn’t think there was
any way I was going to
get to compete in the
national circuit this year
because I was out of
money after the Texas
series,” Bryant confessed.
“So over Spring Break, I
sold all of my bikes on
eBay except for the one
Giant has provided me.
It’s sad when I have to
sell off my bikes just to
compete because no one
will help me.”

Because competitive
biking isn’t in the main-
stream sporting world at
all, gaining sponsorship
or a team to ride with has-
n’t come easy for Bryant,
despite the success he’s
having. Several national-
ly recognized teams have
simply ignored him.

“I’ve been blown off by a

lot of these guys,” Bryant
said. “I’ve written a lot of
teams and asked them to
pick me up because I’m
doing well in the national
series. Lance Armstrong’s
team, Trek Volkswagen,
blew me off. There’s a
national team from Texas
and I wrote the leader
asking to join his team.
The guy pretty much did-
n’t give me the time of
day because he didn’t
know who I was, even
though I was having some
success nationally. We

rode in the Texas series
together. I finished sec-
ond and he finished a dis-
tant third. He knows who
I am now.”

Another challenge for
Bryant is training in an
area that isn’t exactly
known for its mountain-
ous terrain.

“I have to get creative
sometimes with the way
that I train,” Bryant
explained. “There’s not
really any big mountains
here. There’s Scenic
Mountain, but I’ve been
kicked out of Big Spring
State Park by the park
ranger because he says
I’m riding too fast. I’m
going to have to just cre-
ate my own trail with my
mountain bike or some-
thing. Sometimes I just
ride to Stanton and back.
A typical ride for me lasts
about 50 or 60 miles.”

However, despite all the
odds pitted against him,
Bryant has beaten some
of the better riders to ever
compete in the sport. In
the 2007 national series,
he finished one place
ahead of 1995 Pan Am
Games gold medalist
David “Tinker” Juarez.
Bryant has also lined up
next two a couple other
riders whose names are
much more synonymous
with the sport — Lance
Armstrong and Floyd
Landis. It’s a situation
that can be overwhelming
to an unknown rider, if
he can’t control his emo-
tions and focus.

“Being right there at the
starting line with these
guys is a bit intimidating.
I tell myself, I’m not sup-

Continued on Page 3F
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• Complete Spa Packages
• Facial & Body Waxing
• Massage Therapy
• Ionic Foot Spa
• Bare Escentuals Make Up
• Name Brand Hand Bags
• Microdermabrasion
• Hair Services
• Manicures & Pedicures

Pamper  Yourself  With  Any
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Relax • Rejuvenate • Renew Howard County
Feed And Supply

Fertilome’s Crabgrass Preventer Plus Lawn Food is a
highly effective early spring lawn care application
focusing on the lawn's first well balanced fertilizer
application incorporating the use of a pre-emergent her-
bicide called Team being a combination of 3 pre-emer-
gent herbicides.

This product’s  herbicide action is focused towards the
prevention of Crabgrass along with other grassy and
broadleaf weeds in early spring. One of the most impor-
tant applications to prevent the infestation of Crabgrass
in your lawn.

This is Fertilome’s primary lawn fertilizer that has
been combined with elevated levels of Iron for supple-
mental greening color. A well balanced fertilizer used
for fertilizing your lawn without the use of weed killers
is highly effective for promoting lustrous green color
and steady growth.

701 E. 2nd                                                        267-6411

Lawn Food Plus Iron

Crabgrass Preventer & Lawn Food

78
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New Store Manager - Tim Walsh
Val Macias - Co-Manager

COMING SOON ~ NEWLY REMODELED WALMART 7999

Cadet Bryant’s
2008 Racing Venue

National Ultra-Endurance Mountain Bike Series
www.usmtb100.com

19 April “Cohutta 100”  Ducktown, Tenn.
31 May “Mohican 100” Loudonville, Ohio
14 June “Lumberjack 100” Manistee, Mich.
19 July Great Divide Race Montana to New Mexico
26 July “Wilderness 101” Coburn, Pa.
16 Aug “Fool’s Gold 100” Dahlonega, Ga.
31 Aug “Shenandoah 100” Harrisonburg, Va.
6 Sept “Tahoe-Sierra 110” Lake Tahoe/Royal Gorge, Calif.

Great Divide Race
http://greatdividerace.com/index.html

The toughest and longest mountain bike race in North America

“The Great Divide Race is a self-supported, solo competition following the
2,490-mile Great Divide Mountain Bike Route. Traversing Montana, Idaho,
Wyoming, Colorado, and New Mexico, the route demands over 200,000
feet of climbing along its length. Competitors carry all equipment neces-
sary to negotiate the backcountry, restocking on food and other supplies

from the small towns along the route” (GDR).

Friday - 20 June 
Race Start:  High Noon

Port of Roosville, Montana
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posed to be here,”
Bryant said. “Some of
these guys like Lance
Armstrong and Floyd
Landis are guys who
I’ve watched race and
compete for years. I
have to take them off
of the pedestal and
learn that I can be
just as competitive as
them. I might not be
able to beat them, but
I can at least give my
best effort no matter
who they are.”

Means of travel and
living conditions at
the races even differ
between a guy trying
to make his way into
the sport as compared
to the Armstrongs
and Landises who are
already established.

Bryant has gone as
far as to hitchhike
his way to a race.
Stuck in Chicago and
needing to get to
Manistee, Mich.,
Bryant’s train had
been delayed to the
point that he would-
n’t be at the starting
line in time. So he
and three other rac-
ers hitched a ride
from a family, mak-
ing it to Manistee in
time to compete.

“It’s different to see
how these guys get to
each race. The big
guys making a lot of

money doing this show up
in fancy RVs, while I
might have taken a train
just to get there,” he con-
tinued. “They’re sleeping
in a bed and I’m in a tent.
Still, I take those guys off
the pedestal and I tell
myself I’m just as good as
they are. I might not win
this race against them,
but in the end I’m going
to try and beat them in
the series.”

As a teacher, Bryant
doesn’t try to be an inspi-
ration with his commit-
ment, although students
should admire his dedica-
tion. Instead, he tries to
relate his lifestyle to
theirs in order to reach a
positive result in the
classroom.

“My students think I’m
crazy. They don’t under-
stand it,” Bryant said.
“They don’t get that I ride
my bike competitively. I
don’t try to inspire any-
body to ride. I try to relate
to the students by means
of showing how much can
be completed in college
despite having a busy life
outside of school. I know
they have families or ath-
letics to deal with, but if I

can get my stuff done for
the classroom, then so
can they.”

So the pursuit goes on
for Bryant, not just for a
national title, but also for
recognition from spon-
sors and the respect of his
opponents. It doesn’t mat-
ter how much more diffi-
cult the road, or trail,
may become. Cycling is a
sport of perseverance and
Bryant appears to have
that part of it figured out.

“It seems like the better
I get and the further I
advance, the harder it
becomes to earn respect
and get recognized,”
noted Bryant. “It can be
frustrating. There are
moments when I don’t
want to train. We all face
things like that. I keep
going, though. I have a
goal this year to finally
impress enough people
that I don’t have to worry
about financing my way
to each race. I don’t want
to have to sell personal
possessions anymore to
do this. This year, I want
to become known for my
achievements so that all I
have sacrificed to get here
proves to be worth it.”
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FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH
SUNDAY - First Hour - 9:45 am
Children’s Education Classes

Youth Education - Adult Bible Study
SUNDAY - Second Hour - 10:40 am

Children’s Church - Worship and Praise
6:00 pm - Evening Service

TUESDAY - Keen Agers (1st) - 11:00 am

WEDNESDAY - Family Night - 7:00 pm
Missionettes, Royal Rangers

Bible Study - 7:00 pm

R.T. and Joyce
Havener

Senior Pastors

You’ll find a warm welcome, and friendly people, and
meaningful worship. You’re free to say “amen” or shed
a tear, and enjoy God’s presence. Join in and sing the
old familiar hymns, and fresh new gospel songs and

choruses. Hear Spirit-anointed  special music and
preaching at the First Assembly of God Church.

Welcome to the First Assembly of God Church
Fourth and Lancaster       Phone 267-7971

Our church can be your home

NURSERY AND BUS SERVICE AVAILABLE
18587

You ought to be here

The Cabins
at Cloudcroft

1-800-248-7967
www.cloudcroftnm.com

Summer High Average 72-0

Cool, clear mountain air,
blue skies, tall pine trees,

quiet walks, wildlife
and fresh baked pies

27309

HHoowwaarrdd  CCoouunnttyy  LLiibbrraarryy
500 Main Street • Big Spring, Texas 79720

(432) 264-2260 • Fax (432) 264-2263

Hollis McCright
Library Director

18778

One Of A Kind Original Designs

Original Oilfield Jewelry Designs

Citizen Watches • Jewelry Repair

www.thekaratpatch.com

997 E. FM 700              267-1480

76
63

Stitches to a “T”

• Monograming
• B aby Clothes
• Silk & Fresh Floral Arrangement
• Colonial Candles®
• Willow Tree®
• Mama SAYS®
• Jewelry

May it be a Special Occasion or
Just Because

Call On Us
205 N. St.Peter

432•756•3343  Stanton, Tx 79782

8047

You’ll Find It With Us SM

We Also Carry Power Tools!
Busch, Malcita and Metabo

3210 E. 11th Place
www.airgas.com

432-267-2332

Industrial & Medical Gases
Welding & Safety Supplies

8044

Big Spring Gin
“Pleasing You - Pleases Us

Lamesa Hwy.

263-3701 27
41

6

\Big Spring Printing
112 W. 2nd St.

263-7644
8013

Complete Auto Body Shop

Gillihan Paint & Body

821 W. 4th                          (432) 264-6528

68
17

Yamaha
Petrof
Baldwin
New & Used

Nordiska
Wurlitzer

Howard-Miller
Ridgeway

Jones Piano - Organ - Clocks
Since 1964

(432) 682-7533
1-800-329-7533
Fax (432) 682-0837
Cell (432) 352-7193

428 Andrews Hwy.
Midland, TX 79701
jonespianoclock@juno.com

68
83

JOHN WESLEY’S
Pick Pocket Billiards

TEXAS’ FINEST
BILLIARDS &
SPORTS CLUB

102 East 3rd St.
Big Spring

432-267-41496868

Boyd’s
Auto Glass

600 E. 3rd St.                       263-8800

80
76

Courtesy photo
Cadet Bryant pushes his bike on the trail in a 2007 National Ultra-Endurance Mountain Bike
Series race in Breckenridge, Colo.
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2008 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 2008 DODGE RAM

Benny Boyd
1-866-Ben-Boyd

bennyboyd.com 6814
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Silver Spur Trade Shows
San Angelo, TX
April 19 & 20

Convention Convention

Lubbock, TX
June 28 & 29th

Civic Center

Midland,  TX
Oct. 25 & 26

$5 Admission
CALL FOR MORE INFO

806-253-1322
806-252-6933

www.silverspurgunshows.com
info@silverspurgunshows.com

7710

Bobby’s Gifts Deluxe LLC
Visit us at

www.bobbysgiftsdeluxe.com/

Locally Owned
Furniture And Decor, Gift Ideas And

Collectibles 7863

Life Church

SUNDAY SERVICES:
1st Service...................................9:00 A.M.
2nd Service................................10:30 A.M.
Children’s Nursery........................9:30 A.M.
Pre-Teens....................................11:00 A.M.

Life Groups Meets Throughout The Week
(Small Groups Offered Throughout The Week)

600 E. FM 700                                               263-7714

78
58

Real People. A Relevant Message
And A Relational God

T & P Federal
Credit Union

101 Main Street
(432) 263-1631

Serving Employees And Retirees 
Of The Union Pacific Railroad,

Big Spring State Hospital,
Fiberod, Lamun Lusk  Sanchez Texas

State Veterans Home,
Customers Of Caprock Electric

And The Family Members 
Of These Groups

Serving West Texas Since 1947
8046

Tumbleweed Travel
Where Adventure Begins,

And Boredom ENDS!

WE SPECIALIZE IN
• Family Vacations
• Outdoor Adventures!
• Cruises
Alaska, Bahamas, Caribbean, Europe

And More
• Weekend Getaways
• Vegas Visits
• Airtime Tickets
• Theme Park Tickets

Call One Of Our Agents Today
Beth-432-816-0584/Carol-432-816-9403

www.tumbleweedtravelagency.com
tumbleweedtravelagency@gmail.com

7905

Heart Of The City

Realtors

1209 Gregg St.

Traci Ryan
(432) 714-4555
(432) 935-2078

8043

Servant
of the 
Servant

HERALD photo/Bill McClellan
Deacon Juan “Johnny” Arguello has always known God had a purpose for him.

By BILL McCLELLAN
News Editor

Juan “Johnny”
Arguello III has always
known God had a purpose
for him.

It took some time. There
were obstacles along the
way. But he knows his
purpose. He is a servant
of the Servant.

Strong-willed but
respectful, Johnny has
always spoken his mind.
Despite his stature — at 5-
foot-7 he doesn’t tower
over anyone — he stands
up for himself. Moreover,
he stands up for his Lord.

The deacon of the Holy
Trinity Parish traces his
formative years to his
grandfather. 

“My grandfather,
Johnny R. Arguello Sr.,
was a man with a lot of
integrity, lot of respect.
When his grandchildren
and sons would come up
to him they would kiss
his hand and hug him,
you know, lot of respect,”
said Johnny. “And I
guess that is where I
learned to show a lot of
respect, not only for my

elders and others, but for
the priests in the church
and for my Jesus, for my
God.”

Despite the sense of
respect, Johnny admits
he was a troubled young
man in the 1950s and
early 1960s. Raised in the
Catholic church, he was
appalled at how society
strayed from the teach-
ings of the Bible.

“Hispanics were dis-
criminated against,
blacks were discriminat-
ed against,” he recalled.
“St. Thomas Catholic
Church was built for the
Anglos. It was made for
the railroad. And they
started a little old shack
for the poor called Sacred
Heart. Then St. Thomas
was abandoned when the
Anglos went to
Immaculate Heart, so the
Hispanics picked it up.
And there was division
between Sacred Heart and
St. Thomas. If you lived
on that side of the high-
way, you went to St.
Thomas. If you lived on
this side, you went to

Continued on Page 6F

Deacon  Arguello III
knows God has called
him to ‘feed My sheep’
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Sacred Heart.”
Johnny became an altar serv-

er at St. Thomas Church for Fr.
Robert McDermott in 1957.

His desire was to become a
priest and in 1966, at the age of
15, he was sent by Fr.
McDermott to the St. Anthony
Seminary in San Antonio. It
didn’t work out.

Johnny said one day at the
seminary after football practice
— Johnny was a quarterback
on the team — one of the big
lineman kicked him from
behind.

“Scripture tells you to turn
the other cheek. Well, I wasn’t
about to,” said Johnny. “It
made me angry because I was
tired of hearing ‘Mescin,
Mescin, Mescin.’” He was tired
of being treated differently.

Johnny related that when he
was growing up, he and his
brothers and sisters worked in
the cotton field. The work was
difficult and long, but it provid-
ed them with an allowance.

“We’d go to this hamburger
joint and get a hamburger. But
we couldn’t go inside.
Hispanics were not allowed. We
had to order and go around
back and get our hamburgers
and leave.”

Discrimination was some-
thing Johnny was all too famil-
iar with, but encountering it in
the church and at seminary
was too much. Wasn’t it true
that all were equal in God’s
eyes?

The altercation started by the
burly lineman pushed him over
the edge.

“So after this guy mocked me
and made fun of me and then
kicked me, I ran up to him and
I gave him the same treatment.
I kicked him. Then he turned
around and I gave him a black
eye,” Johnny recalled.

The next day during class,
Johnny excused himself to go
to the restroom. While there, he
heard the door open and saw
that it was the lineman — and
the bigger boy was coming
toward him.

“I didn’t know what to do. Out
of fear, I kicked him and he
went down and started scream-
ing,” said Johnny, whose
actions landed him in front of

the Father Superior.
“He never gave me an oppor-

tunity to let me say what hap-
pened, why I did what I did,”
said Johnny, of the confronta-
tion with the Father Superior.
“He just let me have it and said
‘We won’t tolerate your kind’
and on and on.

“He said ‘You go get your
stuff. I am sending you back
home to Big Spring.’”

The incident changed Johnny
dramatically.

“On the way back home I
remember looking out of the
window of that Greyhound bus,
leaving San Antonio. And I said
‘You know Lord, I came here, I
wanted to be a priest, I wanted
to serve You. And this is what I
get? From now on Lord, I am
going to do what I am going to
do. Johnny is going to do what
Johnny wants to do and I don’t

want nothing to do with You.’ I
rejected Him. From then on my
life was nothing but pure hell.”

Despite remaining close to the
Church — upon returning to
Big Spring he was an altar serv-
er and played the organ for the
youth choir at Sacred Heart
under Fr. James Delaney —
Johnny was in turmoil.

He graduated from Big Spring
High School in 1969 where he
was a member of the swim
team and Speech Club. He went
to Texas Tech on a swimming
scholarship and worked for the
Texas Tech Law School.

Still, he was angry inside.
Over the years, Johnny mar-

ried. The couple had a son and
daughter, but the union didn’t
last. He married a second time
and had two more sons and
another daughter. That mar-
riage failed as well.

“When you start rejecting
God, you feel like a failure. I
had good jobs. I worked for
General Motors, I went into the
service,” said Johnny, who
enlisted into the Army, served
with the 2nd Armored Division
and received an honorable dis-
charge in 1975. “I worked for
the railroad, I worked for
Oilfield Industrial Lines as a
cost accountant. I’ve had good
jobs but I still felt like a fail-
ure.”

He completed his associate
degree in bilingual education at
Howard College in 1978, the
same year he met the woman
he has pledged to share the rest
of his life with. And, he made
amends with the Lord.

“I got on my knees and asked
God to forgive me, to help me
and to let me have a wife who
would stick by my side. And I

was blessed with Connie,” said
Johnny.

But the real turning point in
his life came about 10 years
later.

“It wasn’t until I came down
with a tumor that I humbled
myself before my Lord and said
‘I surrender. Enough is
enough.’ And then he started
calling me.”

Johnny developed a tumor in
the bone of his left leg and had
it surgically removed at Santa
Rosas Hospital in San Antonio.

“That was my conversion,”
said Johnny. “After that, I
started taking my family to
church every day, every morn-
ing.”

Johnny began working with
youth through the Search for
Christian Maturity program

Continued on Page 7F
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Big Spring Health Food Store

Faye, Mindy, Frances, Rose

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 

9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.   
Sat. 

10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

“Serving The Highest Quality Products Since 1965”

1305 Scurry                                                                                         267-6524

74
75

• 10% Off All Supplements Every Tuesday

• Senior Circle Members receive 
10% Off On All Purchases

POLLARD
Chevrolet ~ Buick ~ Cadillac
Your Hometown Dealer!

Sales & Service
Parts Department

Complete Paint & Body Shop
Customer Satisfaction is our #1 Goal

1501 E. 4th                                                           432-267-7421

7991

There is a Runoff Election
in the Republican Primary 
For County Commissioner

Prec. #3

YOU CAN VOTE IF:

You are registered to vote in Prec. #3

You DID or DID NOT vote in the recent Republican Primary

You DID NOT vote in the recent Democratic Primary

Early Voting Is March 31st Through April 4th
ELECTION DAY IS APRIL 8TH

VOTE FOR W. PASCHAL ODOM
Vote For The Man Who Has Proven His Qualifications

1

2

3

8053PD. POL. ADV. BY LUCY ODOM, TREASURE

W. Paschal Odom

BILLY SIMS TRAILER TOWN
520 E. 2nd St. • Odessa

432-580-3000 • 1-800-473-4678
www.anrv4u.net

You will Find Us 
All Six Days Of The Week!

Mon.-Fri. 9 AM - 6 PM            Saturdays 9 AM - 5 PM

26
92

8

Photo courtesy of Connie Arguello
From left, The Most Reverend Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI, DD, conducts the installation ceremony for the Rev. Bernard L. Gully, pastor; the Rev. Ariel
Lagunilla, parochial vicar; and Juan Arguello III, deacon, as the members of the Pastoral Council of Holy Trinity Catholic Parish look on.
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with the San Angelo
Diocese.

He started helping a
young man diagnosed
with AIDS, each day tak-
ing him the Eucharist,
also known as Holy
Communion. 

At first he was afraid,
but after awhile he began
laying his hands on the
man and praying over
him. The fear went away,
and Johnny said he began
to see not the young man
with AIDS, but the reflec-
tion of Christ. 

Still, as the man grew
weaker it became harder
for Johnny to deal with.
One day, after taking
Holy Communion him-
self, Johnny told God he
could not go on.

“Lord, I can’t do this
any more, I can’t do this
any more. Lord, I feel all
that he feels. I feel all his
pain. And the Lord said
‘Look up to your left and
tell me what you see.’
And there were the
Stations of the Cross. And
I looked at the first one,
and I said Lord, that is
where you fell the first
time. And He said ‘I fell
the first time. I fell the
second time. And I even
fell the third time. And
that was the hardest one.
And I did it for you and
for everybody. Get up and
feed my sheep.’

“That gave me courage
and I was able to continue
to bring that man commu-
nion until he took his last
breath,” Johnny said.

Years later, while strug-
gling with a family mat-
ter, Johnny would hear
God tell him those same
words “Get up and feed
my sheep.”

It occurred in 2004, soon
after Johnny was
ordained to the Holy
Order of Deacon after
seven and a half years of
study. After the ordina-
tion, he and others went
to Rome, had an audience
with Pope John Paul II
and got to celebrate Mass
at St. Peters Basilica on

the Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi as Deacon of the
Altar.

While there, Johnny
talked to the Lord about
his struggles and the fam-
ily matter he was having
difficulty with. Again, the
Lord reminded him of the
walk at Calvary and the
times He fell. And He
reminded Johnny, “Feed
my sheep.”

“He was telling me to
carry His message. He
called me first to work
within my family. Then
He called me to work with
the youth and I am still
doing that. And then He
called me to the dia-
conate,” said Johnny.

Through the years,
Johnny has experienced
many events which have
helped him grow spiritu-
ally. In 1996, he wrote
Mother Teresa
Missionaries of Charity
in Calcutta, India and
received a reply.

The letter, dated Oct. 28,
1996, read “Dear Johnny
Arguello III. Thank you
for your love and all the
prayers offered for me.
Let us take whatever God
gives and give whatever
He takes with a smile.
That is holiness. Let us
pray. Mother Teresa MC.
P.S. I am praying for your
family, especially for
Andy and Tony.”

Andy and Tony are
Johnny and Connie’s twin
sons.

Johnny also started a
prison ministry at Cornell
in 2002, made a trip to
Jamaica with Food for the
Poor in 2005  and began a
prison ministry at FCI
Big Spring in 2006 which
is on-going.

Today, Johnny contin-
ues to work with Search
for Christian Maturity.
As deacon, he preaches in
Spanish mass, performs
baptisms, quinceneras,
weddings — he  per-
formed the wedding cere-
mony for two of his
daughters — counsels
people, conducts funerals
and visits hospitals and
nursing homes, among

other duties.
Connie, RN, BS, is a

nurse at Scenic
Mountain Medical
Center and an excellent
amateur photographer.
They have five children,
Sonya Bravo, Naomi,
Joshua and Andy and
Tony Arguello. Johnny’s
other children are Noe,
Stacy, Johnny IV, Jacob
and Susana Marie
Arguello.

His purpose in life,
Johnny knows, is to be a
servant to the Servant.
To spread Jesus’ mes-
sage. To “feed the
sheep.”

“I have to remind
myself that Jesus came
to preach good news to
the poor, to feed the hun-
gry, to set prisoners
free,” Johnny wrote for
a Catholic magazine.
“There is only one
gospel, the good news of
Jesus. Like a schoolboy
writing an essay, we
have to continually lift
our eyes off the page and
look again at the title —
and make sure that’s
what we are writing
about. Jesus came to
comfort the afflicted, but
he also came to afflict
the comfortable.

“There are two state-
ments of Jesus in the
gospels that must always
and ever be kept to the
fore and meditated and
acted on. ‘Whatever you
did to the least of these,
that’s what you did unto
me’ (Matt. 25:40) The sec-
ond statement is, ‘I am
going away and the
world won’t see Me any-
more — but you will,
because you know Me ‘
(John 14:19). The world
has never seen Jesus in
the poor, the down-trod-
den or the oppressed, or,
indeed, the unborn. The
acid test of our knowing
him, however, is that we
will see Him in all of
these brothers and sis-
ters. ‘You will, because
you know Me.’”

“Be Holy,” said Johnny.
“For our God is a Holy
God.”
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WESTEX TELECOM
Is Your First Choice

For All Your Telecommunication Needs

Competitive Long Distance Rates

High Speed Internet

Local Telephone

Regional & National

Cellular Plans

* Locally Owned & Operated For Over
50 Years *

Big Spring
711 Scurry
263-0091

Stanton
W. Business 20

756-3826

26993

At

Suggs Hallmark
We’re More Than A Card Shop

Bridal Registry
Receive A Free
Gift When You

Register With Us.

Call in orders welcome!

Wedding Accessories
We offer wedding invitations

Napkins, Thank You Cards and More.
We Do Custom Printing

We offer a wide variety of Gift Items
Cards and more...

Cookbooks, Canisters,

Kitchenware, Bath

Linen & Fine China and

Flatware, Mikasa, Fiesta,

Oneida, Noritake, Oxo,

Waechtersbach, Lenox

Framed Prints, Photo Albums, Figurines, Balloons, Partyware,
Plush Animals, Frames, Purses, Jewelry, Candy, Lampe Berger,

Candles, Candles, Candles!
Located in Big Spring Mall

Free Gift Wrapping

263-4444
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 am-7 pm   Sunday 1-5

Master Card

18879
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Farmer’s Coop
Gin Of

Ackerly
6th & Ave F

Ackerly, Texas
353-4494

8188

East Side Baptist Church

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday School.............................9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship........................10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship.........................1:45 p.m.

Wednesday Worship....................7:00 p.m.

Pastor Doug Shelley
East 6th & Settles Big Spring, TX

267-1915
E-mail d.shelley@juno.com

NOT
ASHAMED

6874

BIG SPRING SALVAGE

TIM BLACKSHEAR
Owner

3608 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Texas

79720
432-268-1512

Fax: 432-268-1522

Mon. - Fri.
8:30 - 5:30

Sat.
8:30 - 1:00

We Buy & Sell All Types Of Metal

27
31

4

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

It would be a tough
order of business to find
someone who works hard-
er at the Spring City
Senior Citizens Center
than local resident Billy
Davis.

Davis, who washes dish-
es, cleans floors, moves
tables and chairs — just a
few of his daily chores —
is at the center most days,
sometimes working a 40-
hour work week like most
other residents.

What makes Davis spe-
cial, however, is he does
it for free.

Davis is one of several
volunteers who donate
their time and muscle to
the center each week,
helping to provide meals
and activities for area
seniors. And while Davis

still has a while before he
qualifies as a senior him-
self, that doesn’t stop him
from giving his all to the
facility, day in and day
out.

“It’s the friends I’ve
made out here,” said
Davis with a smile.
“That’s what keeps me
coming back. There are
some really good people
out here. I like coming
out here. You get the
chance to meet people and
talk with them, and I
have a lot of good friends
at the center.”

Davis said his first trip
to the center didn’t neces-
sarily come under the
best of circumstances, but
it’s kept him spending
approximately eight
hours a day at the facility
for nearly a decade.

“About nine years ago I
had to do community ser-

vice out here,” said Davis
sheepishly. “And ever
since then, I’ve just kept
coming back out here. I
wash pans and trays —
basically, I just do any-
thing that needs to be
done. I wipe off tables,
make coffee, move the
tables around, you name
it.

“I enjoy everything out
here. I enjoy the work,”
he added. “The last couple
of years have been the
best. Everything has been
changing, and they’ve
done the remodeling to
the building and the
dance floor. It’s really
shaping up.”

And while Davis is
extremely modest about
the role he plays in the
day-to-day operation of
the Senior Center, facility
director Leslie Grantham
said the local man

deserves every ounce of
praise he receives.

“Billy is a wonderful
volunteer. He will do just
about anything you want
him to do,” said
Grantham. “Doing dishes
isn’t what you would con-
sider a very glamorous
job, but he enjoys it. He
always has a smile on his
face and he’s always will-
ing to help out. I’ve never
heard a single complaint
out of Billy. He always
has something nice to
say.

“Volunteers make the
center a very pleasant
place to be, and without
them, we’d be in deep
trouble, I believe.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com.

Davis is a Senior Center saint

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Billy Davis volunteers almost daily at the Spring City Senior
Citizens Center in many different capacities.
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By JOHN A. MOSELEY
Managing Editor

If you are of a certain
age, probably in your mid
50s or older, you can
remember a time when
tinkers visited your door.
Among them would be a
man who’d arrive a cou-
ple or three times a year
offering to sharpen
knives and scissors for
the women of the house
and saws and other cut-
ting tools for the men.

Those days are obvious-
ly long past. It’s doubtful
someone will knock at
your door asking if you
need knives and tools
sharpened.

That doesn’t mean you
can’t get the work done,
according to Richard
Steinberg, who along with
his wife, Susan, own Bear
Claw Co. It just means
you have to go to the
workman’s shop instead
of waiting for him to
come to you.

“With the cost of fuel
being what it is, not to
mention the cost of main-
taining a truck, you just
can’t do business that
way anymore,” said
Steinberg, whose busi-
ness for the past seven
years has been sharpen-
ing blades — all sorts of
them.

Mobile sharpening units
aren’t completely a thing
of the past, however. It’s
just much more special-
ized these days. Bear
Claw does have a mobile

sharpening service. And
in fact, the day Richard
sat down with his inter-
view with the Herald,
Susan had taken it to the
San Antonio area.

“Most of the work our
mobile service does is
sharpening beauty shears
and the like,” he
explained. “When we go
out, we call on beauty
shops, barbers, veterinar-
ians, dog groomers ... peo-
ple that use power shears.
There aren’t a lot of peo-
ple that can sharpen
those, so there’s still quite
a market for going to
commercial clients.”

Steinberg, a native of
Connecticut, admits he
took a somewhat strange
route on his way to Big
Spring and ownership of
Bear Claw Co.

“Believe it or not, before
I came here, I was a pro-
fessional entertainer,” he
said, explaining that he
played guitar and sang in
clubs, restaurants and
other venues all over the
country. “Before that, I’d
owned a number of differ-
ent businesses.”

Operating Bear Claw,
however, is clearly his
favorite.

“It’s not a bad business
to be in, “ he admitted.
“Like I said, I’ve owned
lots of businesses and this
has to be my favorite.”

There is little doubt that
one of the things that
makes the business enjoy-
able is the opportunity to

ply his trade in Big
Spring.

“I’m from Connecticut,
but don’t hold that
against me,” Steinberg
say with a smile. “I got
here as quickly as I could.
Now I’m a proud Texan.
No, I’m a proud West
Texan. I really do love the
people here ... they’re salt
of the earth.”

Had it not been for a
father-in-law with a keen
eye, Steinberg says he
might have never found
his calling.

Continued on Page 10F
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Simply Free 
Checking

No ifs, ands... or asterisks.

1411 Gregg Street  267-5555  asbonline.com Member FDIC

Big Spring Health Food Store

Don’t Miss The Health Fair
Sat. April 12 • 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Dorothy Garrett Coliseum

Faye, Mindy, Frances, Rose

“Serving The Highest Quality Products Since 1965”
1305 Scurry                                                                                       267-6524

74
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Come See
Us About

Our
10% Savings

On
Tuesdays

Downtowner
Barber Shop

The Girls at Downtowner Barber Shop 
would like to invite you to a latest cut 

or razor cut.

Linda Alcantar, LaRhonda Stanley,  Jackie Brown & Becky Raney.

The Latest In All Hairstyles
Specializing In Flat Tops, Fades, High

and Tights
The Latest In Perms & Highlights

OPEN TUES.-FRI. 8:30 - 5:30
SAT. 8:30 - 5:00

Sebring Certified

302 SCURRY                                   263-8401

7669
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Richard Steinberg, owner of
the Bear Claw Co., sharpens
a customer’s hunting knife
on one of the machines in
his shop. Steinberg, who’s
owned numerous business-
es, as well as spending time
as a professional entertain-
er, says he enjoys his cur-
rent profession more than
any other undertaking.

One sharp
individual

After several careers,
Richard Steinberg has
found one he enjoys best
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“Bear Claw has been
here over 20 years, but we
bought it about seven
years ago,” he explained.
“Susan and I had just got-
ten married and moved
down here about a year
before we bought the
place. I’d just finished
making a swing perform-
ing up North and really
wanted to get closer to
home.

“My father-in-law had
looked at this place and
told us about it, so when I
was driving by one day, it
caught my eye. We took a
look at it and we decided
to buy it from the owner.”

Knowing little about the
sharpening business was-
n’t much of a deterrent.
After all, Steinberg had
proven he wasn’t afraid to
shift gears in his career
when he left the business
world to become an enter-
tainer. The key, he says,
was lots of hard work and
study.

“I’d always sharpened
my own pocket knives,
like most people, and I’d
done some woodwork-
ing,” he said. “But I had a
lot to learn.

“I spent about 14 hours
a day, seven days a week
learning what I needed to
know about this busi-
ness,” he explained. “Of
course, I’m still learning.
That’s something that
never stops, no matter
what you do. You’re
always learning some-
thing.”

Steinberg has learned at
least one part of the busi-
ness — sharpening beauty
shears — extremely well,
and now gives seminars
on the subject nationally.

“As a matter of fact,
we’re a model for the
industry,” he said.
“Beauty shears are very
difficult to sharpen.
There’s a lot more to it
than most people would
think. You actually have
to go to school to learn it
properly, so that’s part of
our business, too.”

And clearly one of the
things the Steinbergs
have learned is that the
Bear Claw Co. has to keep
changing with the times.

For example, Steinberg
noted that at one time, a
large part of Bear Claw’s
business involved serving
industrial customers.
That’s just not the case
any more.

“We found that certain
items, because of cheap

imports, primarily from
China, are not longer cost
effective for sharpening.
As a result, that part of
the business is basically
gone,” he explained. “So,
we’ve gravitated toward
sharpening things like
knives and scissors for
regular folks in addition
to our service for busi-
nesses that use profes-
sional shears. We also
have individuals that
bring in gardening tools
and woodworking tools.
People bring in lots of
things for us to work on.”

What’s more, Bear Claw
has added a retail area
where Steinberg says cus-
tomers can choose from a
large selection of pocket
knives and kitchen cut-
lery. “So, we can not only
sharpen people’s knives,
but we can provide cus-
tomers with much higher
quality knives than they
can get most places.”

Steinberg says the busi-
ness also gets support
from the local agricultur-
al community by provid-
ing clippers and replace-
ment blades. “It’s not nec-
essarily something you
can make a living on, but
we get quite a bit of busi-
ness, especially around
the time just before the
local stock shows.”

Simply put, the
Steinbergs have taken
what experience they’ve
garnered and applied it to
whatever people have
asked them to work with.

Not surprisingly, the
Steinbergs have encoun-
tered a small group of

local knife collectors
interested in forming a
club and Richard says
Bear Claw seems a logical
place for the group’s first
meeting set for 7 p.m.
Tuesday, April 1. Anyone
wanting more informa-
tion can call Steinberg at
267-5050.

“That’s something they
haven’t had here in Big
Spring from some time,”
he said of the fledgling
club. “We think we’ll
have a lot of fun.”

While the Steinbergs
are getting involved in
the knife collectors club
primarily as enthusiasts
themselves, there’s little
doubt club members will
be wanting to use their
services.

“There’s something
about knives ... there’s
almost an instinctual
need to have sharp tools,”
Steinberg noted. “The
thing is, dull knives are
dangerous. Lots of people
have cut themselves or
been injured because of
trying to use dull knives
and tools.

“And everyone gets
frustrated by trying to use
dull knives and tools,” he
continued, “The problem
is that they’re frustrated
when they’re trying to cut
something, they’re not
frustrated at the time that
when they could put it in
the car with them and
bring it to me. The trick
is to think about it and
bring them to me before
they get frustrated.

“I don’t think a lot of
people know how quickly
we get take care of their
needs,” Steinberg added.
“Most of the time we can
get them their knives,
scissors or tools back the
same day. Sometimes it’s
not until the second day
and there are some things
that take longer, but a lot
of things we can handle
on a same day basis.”

Contact Managing
Editor John A. Moseley at
263-7331, ext. 230, or by e-
mail at editor@bigs-
pringherald.com.
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TRINITY BAPTIST
CHURCH

810 E. 11th Place, Big Spring, Tx.

Serving Christ Together

Schedule Of Services
SUNDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL...............10:00 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP..........11:00 A.M.
CHOIR PRACTICE.................4:30 P.M.
BIBLE STUDY CLASS...........5:30 P.M.
PRAYER GROUPS.................5:30 P.M.
EVANGELISTIC SERVICE.....6:00 P.M.

MIDWEEK SERVICE
WEDNESDAY EVENING.......7:00 P.M.
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY..........7:00 P.M.

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES BROADCAST
OVER KBYG 1400 AM ON YOUR DIAL

RANDY
COTTON

PASTOR

TIM DUNN
ASSOCIATE/

YOUTH
MINISTER

STEVE MOSES
MINISTER OF

MUSIC

18807

FOR ALL YOUR
PEST CONTROL NEEDS

SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

COMPLETE PEST & WEED CONTROL
Top Quality Professional Service

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Master Card

263-0441
1-800-346-0441
www.swa1pc.com

2008 BIRDWELL
BIG SPRING, TX.
FAX# 267-8190

7968

HERALD photo/John A. Moseley

Bear Claw Co. owner Richard Steinberg handles a customer’s pocket knife to see whether
it needs sharpening.

““I spent about
14 hours a day,
seven days a
week learning
what I needed
to know about
this business.
Of course, I’m
still learning.
That’s some-
thing that
never stops, no
matter what
you do.” 
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By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

For many area resi-
dents, listening to other
people’s problems is an
annoyance that must be
tolerated.

For Big Spring resident
Lisa Brooks, it’s part of
her dream job.

Brooks, a Big Spring
native, recently took over
as district representative
for Congressman Randy
Neugebauer.

“Terry Blackshear had
this position for four
years, and she decided to
buy Kay Bancroft’s interi-
or design business,” said
Brooks. “Her following
her dream led me to my
dream, because I love this
job.

“In my prior position in
marketing for the
Reflections Unit at Scenic
Mountain Medical
Center, I spent about 500
to 800 miles each week in
my car traveling. I was on
the road a lot. This is an
opportunity to come back
and be an active part of
Big Spring and get reac-
quainted with the peo-
ple.”

Brooks said her goals
for the Big Spring office
are simple.

“I just want to provide
the services the congres-
sional office would pro-
vide in any region. And
the fact that I’m in

District 19, the case work
assigned here is mainly
concerned with the
Department of Veterans
Affairs,” Brook explained.
“That doesn’t just mean
the VA Hospital here in
Big Spring. It means any
division of the
Department of Veterans
Affairs that the people
would have a concern
with.

“Tracking those con-
cerns and trying to advo-
cate on those people’s
behalf is sometimes just a
matter of navigating the
bureaucracy. And it’s
really satisfying when we
have a resolution with a
positive outcome and
everyone seems to be
happy. It can be over-
whelming for some people
and it may be their first
opportunity to be part of
that system. So it’s nice to
get to help them with
that.”

In a recent press
release, Neugebauer
expressed confidence in
Brooks’ ability to serve
this part of the 19th
District.

“Lisa, as a district rep-
resentative, will handle
all constituent inquiries
and casework for Howard,
Borden, Lynn, Garza and
Kent counties,” said
Neugebauer. “Constituent
service is one of my high-
est priorities, therefore it

is critical to have helpful
and devoted staff that can
assist those who need it
most. The federal govern-
ment and its bureaucra-
cies are tremendously
confusing and I am fully
confident that Lisa will be
an excellent asset to my
office and to the people of
those counties.

“Lisa is well known in
the Big Spring communi-
ty. Her professional and
personal experience, as
well as her extensive vol-
unteer work, show her
deep commitment to Big
Spring and its surround-
ing communities.”

And while Brooks may
be the only employee
operating the Big Spring
office — much like
Blackshear for the past
four years — she said she
feels like she’s part of
something much larger.

“While I’m a one-person
office here, the office in
Lubbock is e-mail avail-
able immediately,” said
Brooks. “Also in Abilene
and Washington, D.C., as
well. I feel like I’m part of
a really great team.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com
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Johansen’s Landscape And Nursery
• Full Service Nursery - Trees & Shrubs, Flowers, 

And All That Will Grow Here.

• Landscape Design & Installation

• Licensed In - Custom Irrigation System and Repair

Over 30 Years Of
Landscape & Nursery Excellence

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

26
61

5

All
Season

Southwest
Greenmaker

Tree
Shrubs

South Hwy. 87 (432) 267-5275

McMahon-Wrinkle Airport
& Industrial Park

Big Spring Air Terminal

Services Available
at Terminal:

• Conference Room
• Pilot Lounge
• Weather Service

Services Available
on Airport:

• Flight Instruction

• Aircraft Repair

Sites on Airport:
• Hangar 25 Air

Museum
hangar25@crcom.net

• Hang Gliding
Competition

James F. (Jim) Little
Airport Director

apdir@ci.big-spring.tx.us

Call 432-264-2362

Lyndsey Yates,
Office Manager

Will assist you
with rentals
and leases.

Terry Jenkins,
Airport Facilities
Superintendent.

Will assist you with
building inspections

Small & Large
Buildings for Lease

Multi-Unit
Buildings

Office Space

Land

Secure Self-Storage
Units

Hangar Rentals

26
62

7

• CROP

• AUTO

• HOME 

• HEALTH

• COMMERCIAL

• LIFE

Dois Ray Insurance
706 Main St.                  263-1444

78
69

She enjoys bridging the gap

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Above, Lisa Brooks, district representative for Congressman Randy Neugebauer, recently
took over duties for Terry Blackshear in the Big Spring office. Below, Brooks folds a flag
that was flown over the nation’s capitol. 

Lisa Brooks is a district representative
for Congressman Randy Neugebauer
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By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

If nothing else, John
and Diana Dodd have had
an interesting first few
months as owners of the
local Bowl-A-Rama.

The California trans-
plants took ownership of
the bowling center last
December and were just
establishing themselves
and their business when
things changed — dramat-
ically — Feb. 18.

On that date, explosions
at the nearby Alon USA
Refinery caused serious
structural and utility
damage to the bowling
alley, forcing its closure.

Bowl-A-Rama was open
for business and hosting a
group of Big Spring High
School students when the
explosion occurred at 8:20
a.m. on that Monday.

“The whole building
moved,” Diana Dodd said.
“At first, we thought the
snack bar had exploded ...
Ceiling tiles were falling
all over the place.”

Fearing for the safety of
the students and other
customers, Dodd and her
husband ordered every-
one outside the building,
she said.

“No one was hurt — not
even a scratch,” she said.
“But it was a very scary
experience for everyone.”

The Dodds initially
thought their business
would be closed for a cou-
ple of weeks, but “It
seemed that every day, we
found something else
damaged,” John Dodd
said.

While initial fears of
serious structural damage
proved to be unfounded,
few things in the interior
emerged unscathed.

“The explosion caused
the roof to shift; that was
the main thing that went
wrong,” John said. “The
main air conditioning
trunk line fell about four
inches, and they had to
jack that back up.”

But the problems went
beyond that. Among the
problems facing the
Dodds were:

• Electricians found that
wiring in the ceiling —
most of it at least 30 years
old — had to be brought
up to code.

• Fixing the wiring nec-
essarily means that ceil-
ing tiles, lights and insu-
lation also need replace-
ment.

• The explosion caused a
power surge that fried
computers and the auto-
mated scoring system in
the bowling alley. Those
systems also will have to
be replaced.

On the good side, the
bowling lanes and
machinery appear
undamaged, although the
Dodds have not run a full-
up test on the equipment.

In all, the Dodds esti-
mate repair costs to reach
near the $250,000 mark
before work is finished in
the near future. That’s
not accounting for lost
revenue from the busi-
ness being shut down for
more than a month.

Fortunately, the build-
ing is insured and Alon
officials were quick to
contact the Dodds to say
they would pay for neces-
sary repairs.

“They told us we were a
high priority for them,”
John said. “I guess they
really like our hamburg-
ers.”

The Dodds have also
taken advantage of the
unexpected down time to
perform renovation to the
center’s snack bar and
restrooms, work they had
decided to put off before
the explosion.

With new scoring sys-
tems, lighting, ceiling
tiles and the like, “it’ll be
like a brand-new bowling
center when we reopen,”
Diana said.

The couple hope to be
back in business soon.

“I’ve been telling people,
‘We’ll reopen Friday’ for
about five Fridays now,”
John said. “But I feel pret-
ty confident we’ll be open
for league bowling within
the next week or two ...
and we should be totally
back in business by April
25.”

And the Dodds plan to
offer plenty of reasons for
local residents 

For the Dodds, who are
both life-long bowlers,
running their own bowl-
ing alley is the culmina-
tion of a dream.

“We’ve always wanted
to own a bowling center,”
Diana said. “We’ve been
bowlers since we were
kids and both of us have
always loved bowling.
We’ve seen how bowling
centers are run by corpo-
rate owners and we
thought we could do bet-
ter.”

The Dodds were high
school sweethearts — and
bowlers, of course — in
Ojai, Calif. Despite a sepa-
ration of almost 30 years

(John moved to Australia
and later retired after a
lengthy stint in the
Australian Army), both
their passion for each
other and their sport have
survived.

After reuniting, the cou-
ple moved to Midland
nine years ago. But a par-
ticularly good bowling
game on Diana’s part
played a part in them
eventually moving fur-
ther east.

“About a year ago, we
bowled in a league game
here ... and I rolled my
best game ever,” Diana
said. “And I told John,
‘We need to buy this
place’ ... the owner hap-
pened to be walking by
and said, ‘I’ll sell it to
you.’ And that’s how we
ended up over here.”

The Dodds have several
upgrades planned for the
Bowl-A-Rama. A fully-
stocked pro shop is in the
works, while the build-
ing’s snack bar and grill
are being refurbished.

In addition, the couple
are both licensed bowling
instructors, so lessons are
available, and John is a
certified technician,
allowing him to cus-
tomize bowling equip-
ment to the customer’s
order.

John said that the cou-
ple plans a fun, family
friendly environment.

“Bowling is a lifetime
sport. It’s something I did
as a kid and here I am at
59, still bowling,” he said.
“It’s a sport where no one
is trying to knock you
down ... and the nice
thing is that the ball
always comes back to
you.”

The Dodds said operat-
ing hours for the bowling
center when it reopens
will be from 8 a.m. until
midnight, Monday
through Thursday, 8 a.m.
until 1 a.m. Saturday and
10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday.

The center will host two
leagues a night from
Monday through Friday,
but open bowling times
are readily available.

Also, birthday and corpo-
rate parties can be
arranged.

For more information,
contact Bowl-A-Rama at
267-7484.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.
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Something For Everyone ...
* AmeriKick  Karate, Attitudes, Bealls, Big Spring

Driver Ed, Blum’s Jewelers, Cinema 4, Greg’s Grill,
Hollywood Nails, Keller Williams Realty, Merle

Norman, Professional Shoe Shine by Herman, 
Seams-So-Nice, Serendipity, Sears, Suggs Hallmark,

Sprint & Family Dollar.
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1801 E. FM 700 • 267-3853 • www.thebigspringmall.com 27263

SRCE THANKS OUR EMPLOYEES AND THE COMMUNITY THAT WE LIVE IN

SID RICHARDSON CARBON AND ENERGY COMPANY

Sid Richardson Carbon and
Energy Company would like to
Thank our Employees And
Vendors for their Safe Behavior
and Hard Work in 2008

SRCE Continues to Strive forward
with our  Employees and
Community to provide a Safe and
Healthy Environment for us to Live
and Work in.
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Hoping to roll a strike 

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan
John Dodd, co-owner of the Big Spring Bowl-A-Rama, explains remodeling plans for the facil-
ity, which has been closed since the Feb. 18 explosion at the Alon USA Refinery.

But its been tough for the Dodds

profile 12f  3/28/08  5:40 PM  Page 1 Macintosh HD:New Back-up:profile 2008:pages for profile F:



By BILL McCLELLAN
News Editor

Things have changed a
lot in Larry Shaw’s 80
years, except for where he
calls home. You see,
Larry still lives less than
a mile from where he was
born June 19, 1927. That’s
because all his life, Larry
has been a cotton farmer.

“I bought my first trac-
tor back in the 1940s,” he
recalled, “a Massey-
Harris four-row. I laugh
now when I think about
how much it cost —
$3,632. But it was a lot of
money back then.

“Now, you can find big
tractors for $100,000. I
never had one though,”
he said with a laugh.

There have been many
changes, “Mostly for the
better,” said Larry.

Back then, he farmed on
a quarter-section of land,
about 180 acres, pretty
typical, he recalls. Now, a
farmer may work an aver-
age of 600 to 800 acres.
Larger, more efficient
equipment has made it
possible to get more acres

covered than in the past.
That wasn’t the case,

however, when Larry was
growing up around Knott.
The family worked the
land with mules and hors-
es, milked cows and
raised chickens.

There was no running
water, no electricity, no
phones. Even haircuts
were hard to come by.

Larry recalled that the
haircuts his dad gave him
and his three brothers —
the family would grow
much larger in a few
years — were painful and
nothing to brag about.

“We used to raise cane
and cut that and put them
in bundles. Dad told the
four of us that the barber
had agreed if we took him
100 bundles, he’d cut our
hair,” said Larry. “The
cane cold for a penny a
bundle and a haircut was
25 cents. “So for 100 bun-
dles, he’d give all us boys
a haircut. That sounded
like a good deal to us. But
I’ll tell you, it was about
two hours of work and
then we had to haul the

bundles into town on a
wagon.”

There were several gro-
cery stores and four gins
in Knott back then. Not
much remains except for
one gin and a couple of
churches.

Larry graduated from
Knott School in 1944 and
was talked into going to
California to work in the
shipyards soon after.

“We stayed less than a
year and then I moved
back to Texas. It was a
good experience but I was
used to being in a place
where you could see for
miles and miles. Out in
California, it was all trees
and buildings,” said
Larry.

It wouldn’t be long
before he would return to
California. He was drafted
and though he chose to
serve in the Navy, he
ended up in the Marine
Corps.

His time in the service
was uneventful. He spent
it working in a post office

Continued on Page 14F
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Texas Ice & Air
Ice Machines, 

Air Conditioning,
Heating & Refrigeration

MATT BAGWELL
Big Spring, Texas

Lic. #TACLB23363C
(432) 213-1187

7739

Law Firm
A Professional Corporation

Office In Houston, Galveston
1-800-992-5393          And The Rio Grande Valley

80
51

MON.-SAT. 6:00 am - 2:00 pm  FRIDAY EVENINGS 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm

7653

Cosmic Bowling - 9:00 PM - Friday,  Saturday & Sunday
Casino Bowling - 6:30 PM - Signups/Bowl 7:00 PM Saturday

Choose From 4 Birthday Party Packages
Fall & Summer Leagues Offered • 12 Week Leagues Will Be  Offered For Summer Months

SMOKE FREE ENVIRONMENT

COME MEET THE NEW OWNERS  - John & Diana Dodd

NEW BUSINESS HOURS NEW SNACK BAR HOURS
MONDAY - SATURDAY

8:00 AM - 12:00 MIDNIGHT

SUNDAY

10:00 AM - 12:00 MIDNIGHT

MONDAY - SATURDAY
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

AND
5:00 PM - 11:00 PM

SUNDAY
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

AND
5:00 PM - 11:00 PM

7861

A farmer’s story
Larry Shaw didn’t need to stray
far from home at the cotton patch

HERALD photo/Bill McClellan
Larry Shaw farmed cotton a few miles from where he was born in Knott for more than 50
years.
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Howard County...
Where concerned leaders gather, striving to make fair, intelligent, 

law abiding decisions for the health, safety and welfare of its citizens.

Elected Officials of Howard County
District Judge

Robert Moore, III
District Clerk
Colleen Barton

County Commissioner
Prec. 4

Gary Simer

Justice of the Peace
Prec. 2

Quail Dobbs

District Attorney
Hardy Wilkerson

County Commissioner
Prec. 1

Emma Puga Brown
County Treasurer

Teresa Thomas
County Clerk
Donna Wright

County Attorney
C.E. “Mike” Thomas

County Commissioner
Prec. 2

Jerry Kilgore

Justice of the Peace
Prec. 1 Pl. 2

Kathryn Wiseman

County Judge
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in San Francisco where
he was paid $75 a month.
He found room and board
just a few blocks away, so
he could either walk or
take public transportation
to work. The war ended
soon and when Larry
received his discharge, he
headed back to Knott.

The 1950s were tough
times for farming.
Drought forced most
farmers to pick up other
jobs and Larry was no dif-
ferent. He got a job weld-
ing — a skill he learned
in the service — at the
railroad yard in Big
Spring and later went to
work in the supply
department of the VA
Hospital — which had
recently been construct-
ed.

“I learned a lesson
then,” said Larry. “One
day a friend said ‘I had a
real good rain and I am
going to quit this job and
go back to farming full-
time. Why don’t you do
the same?’

“I thought about it and
thought about it and I
decided to quit, too. And I
think that was the last
rain we had all year,”
Larry said, grinning. “I
learned not to be too
quick to make a decision
like that.”

Larry went to work
measuring cotton for an
agency in Stanton. In
those days, the govern-
ment put limits on the
amount of cotton farmers
could plant. If they plant-
ed too much, part of it
had to be plowed under.

“It worked pretty good
because I knew what I
was doing,” said Larry.
“They gave the choice of
getting paid by the hour
or by the farm and I chose
by the farm because I fig-
ured I could make more

money that way. It turned
out all right and I did that
until I felt like I could get
back on my feet.”

There were lean years,
as there always are for
those making a living till-
ing the land.

“I recall 1959 being a
real good year, and there
were others, of course,”
said Larry.

Planting techniques,
equipment and seed vari-
eties changed over the
years and the government
stopped limiting the
amount of cotton a pro-
ducer could grow.

The area experienced a
record crop in 2005 and
again in 2007.

“It rained at just the
right time for me. We
made about two crops in
one and I was surprised
that we didn’t have a lot
of insects,” Larry said of
the 2005 crop. “Usually,
when it rains, you have to
get after the insects. And
most of the cotton was
well above average.”

He’s served on numer-

ous boards over the years.
“I’ve always been con-

cerned about cotton
because that is how I
made my living,”
explained Larry, who also
worked some fall seasons
at the gin in Knott.

Larry grew up as part of
a large family. The boys
were Marlin, Gene, Larry
and Verl. Then came the
triplets — Franklin,
Delano and Roosevelt —
and then Ronald. There
was also Summer Lee,
who died after a few
months. The girls were
Rhodell, Nelda Ann and
Nila Joann. Delano and
Rhodell have passed on.

In the late 1940s, Larry
married Bertie Faye
Hinson, invading Ackerly
to do so.

“We thought those
Ackerly girls were pretti-
er,” Larry said with a
wink in his eye.

Bertie died about three
years ago.

“She was my best friend
for 56 years. She was a
very good person,” said

Larry. “That’s all a man
like me can ask for. She
was in the hospital but we
had talked about going
home for Thanksgiving
dinner when she was
released and she thought
that was a good idea.”

But her condition grew
worse and Larry got a call
to come to the hospital.
Before he arrived, she
had died.

The couple had two chil-
dren, Linda and Larry
Don. Linda had been liv-
ing in Albuquerque,
N.M., for a long time, but
returned to Knott with
her husband Eric
Johnson a few years ago.
She teaches at Coahoma
High School.

Larry Don is a former
Texas State
Representative who con-
tinues to live in the
Austin area.

He has two grandsons,
Shawn and Chris Lepard
and three granddaugh-
ters, Brooke Schuelke and
Brittany and Aubrey
Johnson.

Larry retired from farm-
ing four years ago and
leases his land — three
different areas — to his
nephew, Kenneth
Schuelke.

Today, Larry works out
several times a week at
the Dora Roberts
Rehabilitation Center.
During the week he stays
at Marcy House, which he
enjoys.

“It’s a good place. I
enjoy staying there. I
enjoy kidding around
with the staff,” he said.

On weekends, he stays
at the farm and attends
services at Knott’s First
Baptist Church, where he
is a deacon and has been
for years. Only recently
did he stop teaching
Sunday school lessons.

His daughter convinced
him to make the weekly
move to town after a
series of accidents — all
which Larry called “no

big deal’ — one of which
left him in the burn unit
in Lubbock for a while. 

Life on the farm has
been rewarding for Larry,
who is proud of what he’s
accomplished. There have
been tough times, but he
learned early on things
wouldn’t always be easy.

“Us kids had to milk the
cows. When I was little I
thought that would be a
great thing to do. There
was this one real gentle
cow, and we’d learn on
her. I practiced and prac-
ticed. I wanted to be good
at it, too. Little did I real-
ize, it put me in a situa-
tion where I had to milk
cows regularly. It’s not
that fun after a while,”
Larry said with a laugh.

Bill McClellan can be
reached at (432) 263-7331,
ext. 235 or by e-mail at
newsdesk@bigspringher-
ald.com.

courtesy photo
Raymond Martinez, left, and Eloy Garcia are “walkin’ in high
cotton” in a field worked by Knott farmer Kenneth
Schuelke, Larry’s nephew. Above, cotton plants grow taller
than Larry in 2005. 
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Tranquility
PROFESSIONAL MASSAGE

SHARON M. SMITH, LMT

Located at the Big Spring Health Food Store

1305 Scurry Big Spring, TX
Sharon Smith, LMT

“VOTED BEST MASSAGE THERAPIST IN
BIG SPRING 2005, 2006 & 2007”

READERS CHOICE, BIG SPRING HERALD

* ENHANCE YOUR HEALTH USING THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE AND THE
BOWEN TECHNIQUE

* USING YOUNG LIVING OILS AND ALL ORGANIC PRODUCTS
* 75 OR 90 MINUTE SESSIONS
* GIFT CERTIFICATES ALWAYS AVAILABLE
* LICENSED BY TX DEPT OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES SINCE 1997,

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN HEALTH CARE
* QUIET RELAXING OFFICE LOCATION

CALL 263-1949 TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
8072

Martha’s Cafe
Come And Join

Us For Breakfast
Or Lunch

Monday - Friday
6:00 am - 2:00 pm

1307 E. 4th St.                               267-8044

8062

14TH AND MAIN CHURCH OF CHRIST

The churches of Christ have a unique history. Rather than being
Catholic, Protestant, or Jewish, the churches of Christ are
Restorationist. Their aim is to restore the church of Christ by doing
exactly what Jesus and is apostles taught when the church was first
established in Jerusalem.

This idea of restoring the New Testament church came about primari-
ly in America the 19th century. A movement to abandon man-made reli-
gious creeds and to “speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where
the Bible is silent”, was the catalyst for the development of many con-
gregations of the churches of Christ.

The Church of Christ that now meets at 14th and Main in Big Spring
was first assembled in 1912. Believers in this restoration plea first began
meeting in the “Old School Presbyterian church building. By 1924 the
group had out grown that facility. They purchased land at the corner of
4th and Gregg where a small meeting place was built. By 1928 the mem-
bership was approximately 160 members and still larger facilities were
needed. After lots were obtained at the corner of 14th and Main, a build-
ing was begun in January 1929 and completed in March. Other buildings
have been added through the years as needed.

Today the Christians meeting at 14th and Main remain true to the
restoration plea. The Bible is the only source of direction for conversion,
worship and living. Jesus is the head of the church. Elders, deacons,
preachers and teachers are appointed by the guidelines of the Bible.
Unity is achieved by letting God’s Word be the final word in all matters.

We welcome anyone who would embrace with us this unique approach
to church restoration. We are simply Christians, baptized believers who
follow Jesus and obey God’s Word.

Rick Cunningham, Pulpit Minister
Scott Prather Youth/Education Minister

1401 MAIN   263-1303

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY..................................................................9:00 AM

SUNDAY AM WORSHIP................................................................10:00 AM

SUNDAY PM WORSHIP...................................................................5:00 PM

WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS...........................................................7:00 PM

TUESDAY LADIES CLASS............................................................10:00 AM

18612

David L. Ward, D.D.S., P.C.
Family, Sedation, Laser  And

Implant Dentistry, Orthodontics

Gentle
technologically

advanced dental
care for the

whole family

* With Sedation From Nitrous Oxide Or Meds

* With Your Favorite TV Show or DVD During
Treatment

* With Gentle Care For Pre-Schoolers To Seniors

* And Save Your Teeth With Laser Gum Therapy

* And Get A Beautiful Smile With Braces Or
Invisalign

* And Chew Well With Implants or Implant
Stabilized Dentures

* And Enjoy Great Cosmetics And Bleaching

432-267-1677
1500 Scurry

www.DavidWardDDS.com

Relax

8016

By JOHN A. MOSELEY
Managing Editor

Being of service to oth-
ers is something some
talk about, but for Paul
Smith and his wife, Patty,
it’s simply a way of life —
particularly the life
they’ve led since moving
to Big Spring 10 years ago
and becoming heavily
involved in the First
Christian Church’s out-
reach program, Isaiah 58,
as well as a number of
other endeavors.

Paul was 60 when he
retired and moved to
Texas from Charleston,
Ill., where he’d been a

professor at Eastern
Illinois University, teach-
ing accounting and
“every once in a while
pinch hitting in econom-
ics.”

A native of California,
he was born in Oakland,
Paul could be described
as being well traveled,
having been an Army vet-
eran who saw service in
the Korean War and
received his collegiate
degrees at the University
of Denver, Southern
Mississippi University
and the University of
Arkansas.

Oddly enough, the

Smiths hadn’t intended to
make Big Spring their
retirement home.

“Actually we were
thinking about settling in
Alpine,” Paul said. “We
were on our way there
and stopped here in Big
Spring. Believe it or not
we ran into some people
who knew some people
living here that were
from Illinois. And we
were asked to church and
everything kind of fell
into place.”

“Everyone was so nice
here,” Patty interjected.

Continued on Page 15F

Helping others is their calling

Courtesy photo

Patty Smith looks on as her husband, Paul, received the Golden Trowel Award from mem-
bers of the Staked Plains Masonic Lodge in Big Spring on Feb. 28. The award recognized
Smith for his service to Masonic principles, assisting the needy in our community and
assisting members of the lodge.

Paul and Patty Smith are
not your typical retirees
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By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

To use a baseball
metaphor, Estelle Meeks
is Moss Elementary’s all-
purpose utility player.

Need someone to substi-
tute teach? Estelle’s your
person.

Need help grading
papers? Ditto.

Meeks fills in a lot of
roles and performs sever-
al duties as a five-day-a-
week volunteer and the
east end school. In addi-
tion, she draws a pay-
check as an Assisted
Reading Instructor at the
campus.

“I take about three kids
at a time and help them
read a story, or anything
like that that a teacher
needs,” Meeks said of her
duties.

From 8:30 a.m. until
11:30 a.m. each school
day, Meeks helps students
with reading troubles.
After that, however, she
becomes Moss’ Ms. Fix-It.

“From 11:30 on, I just do
whatever they need
doing,” she said. “If any
of the teachers need some
papers graded, or they
need copies run, I help
out.”

The Big Spring native
has become a welcome
fixture at Moss.

“We are very fortunate
to have her and the other
ladies who help out here,”

said Moss Principal
George Martin. “There’s
nothing she wouldn’t do
for the kids. She always
puts them first.”

After retiring from pri-
vate sector work in 2004,
Meeks found life as a
retiree to be a bit on the
boring side. So, when
daughter Tracy Watson, a
second-grade teacher at
Moss, asked her mother if
she’d like to help out at
the school, Meeks was
more than willing to lend
a hand.

“Very few people realize
just how much teachers
have to do,” Meeks said.
“So you realize you can
help them with the little
things ... It was just some-
thing that I fell into that I
enjoy doing every day.”

Meeks said the most
rewarding part of her
workday is helping chil-
dren with reading diffi-
culties.

“I really enjoy the one-
on-one work with the
kids,” she said. “At the
first of the school year,
you can tell that they
don’t know practically
every other word ... Then,
when they can read an
entire page without you
telling them any of the
words, that makes you
feel good.”

Being a teacher’s
helper, however, is about 

Continued on Page 17F

Continued from Page 15F

“Big Spring had just
about everything we were
looking for, the church,
the library, the college.
And a good veterinarian
— that was an absolute
must.”

Indeed, when Paul
retired and the couple
began planning their
move to Texas, his
avowed intention was to
be a provider for those in
need. It was at that point
the couple made a deal.
She would help him in
his church and communi-
ty service work and he
would help her with her
desire to help any animal
who needed feeding or
medical help.

Since arriving in Big
Spring the Smiths have
lived up to that deal. And
in the process, they’ve
been extremely busy.

“We got here just as
Isaiah 58 was getting
started,” Paul explained,
“and we jumped in with
both feet because we
wanted this outreach of
the church to succeed.
And over the years it’s
become clear that there’s
certainly a need in this
community.

“There are lots of people
who need help with food
and clothing,” he contin-
ued. “We’re here to help
them. We also try to help
with rent, utility bills and
prescription medication
needs. In just the first
three weeks of this month
(March), we’ve provided
food, clothing or mone-
tary help to 151 families.”

Isaiah 58 gets most of its
food, about 4,000 pounds a
week, from the West
Texas Food Bank. And
clothing money for rent,
utility and prescription
subsidies provided by the
outreach ministry come
from the public’s dona-
tions and from the United
Way of Big Spring and
Howard County.

With their commitment
to Isaiah 58, it’s clear the
Smiths’ retirement isn’t
like what most people
would contemplate.

“This is sort of like a
small business,” Paul
explained. “There’s a lot
of paperwork that has to
be done behind the
scenes...”

“And normally the
phone’s ringing off the
wall,” Patty added with a
smile.

“The guidelines (for
Isaiah 58 assistance) are
pretty liberal,” Paul con-
tinued. “They need to be.
When people are in real
need, the last thing they
need is for people to nag-
ging them about every lit-
tle detail.”

While the outreach is
anything but loose with
its money and services,
Paul makes it clear his
primary interest is pro-
viding help for those in
need.

“That’s the bottom line
... that’s what we’re here
for,” he explained. “And
that’s one of the reasons
we really loved Big
Spring from the outset.
This is a good community
that really does have a

heart.”
Luckily, Isaiah 58’s

offices, which are located
at 107 Runnels, are only
open Mondays and
Tuesdays. Otherwise, the
Smiths wouldn’t have the
time they need for their
other avenues of service.

In addition to his work
with Isaiah 58, Paul is a
volunteer at the Howard
County Library where
he’s involved in the
Learn to Read program,
tutoring adults who want
to learn to read and who
are trying to learn con-
versational English.

He also is an AARP vol-
unteer for the 55 Alive
safe driver program, as
well as the Tax Aide
Program that helps local
citizens prepare their tax
forms each spring.

In addition, he serves as
a volunteer for the
Emergency Services
Chaplains Corps, helping
provide services to the
personnel of the Big
Spring Police
Department, Howard
County Sheriff’s Office,
Department of Public
Safety, Big Spring Fire
Department, Victim
Services of Big Spring
and the Scenic Mountain
Medical Center
Emergency Room.

Paul was also a director
of the Evening Lions Club
of Big Spring for six
years, spending a great
deal of time working with
the community’s youth.
He and Patty interviewed
families with special
needs children and spon-
sored them to the Texas
Lions Camp. Quite often
the couple would take the
children to the camp in
Kerrville and pick them
up at their own expense.

He is also a Master
Mason and Stewart of the
Staked Plains Masonic
Lodge No. 598 in Big
Spring where he was hon-
ored Feb. 28 as a recipient
of the Golden Trowel
Award for his “devoted
service to Masonic princi-
ples in general, assisting
the needy in his commu-
nity and in the lodge.”

While the Smiths admit
their activities in retire-
ment aren’t what most
might envision for their
golden years, Paul says
he’s convinced they are
“a calling.”

“The really great thing,
though, is that you feel
like you’ve accomplished
something when you go
to bed each night,” he
said. “That’s an absolute-
ly wonderful feeling.”

Contact Managing
Editor John A. Moseley at
263-7331, ext. 230, or by e-
mail at
editor@bigspringherald.c
om.
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WAGON
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DRIVE IN

2010 Scurry
267-2851

80
49

Mon.-Thurs.
11:00 am - 8:00 pm

Fri. & Sat. 
11:00 am - 9:00 pm

CALL IN ORDERS WELCOME

Burgers • Dinner Baskets
Sandwiches And Much More

BASIN

WAY2
Your Telecommunications Source

1808 SCURRY
BIG SPRING, TX. 79720

• Wireless Communication / Product & Service
• Radio Communication / Equip. & Systems
• Paging Signaling / Service & Repair
• Computer Networking / Sales & Service

(432) 264-7034
(800) 258-3757

(Entrance On 19th)
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Ron Boley

Kevin Calley Carolyn Calley

Tommy Hildebrand Austin Garrett

Knowlton
Automotive

Custom Exhausts
Brakes, Mufflers

Providing Quality Service For 10 Years

204 Donley     267-8738

We Offer The
Best Service In

Big Spring!
26616

400 East Marcy • Big Spring, TX 79720 Office: (432) 264-2600

Fax: (432) 264-2620

Toll Free:
1-800-725-2673

www.cosden.org

Serving Howard County, Texas
Hours:

“We Make Great Auto Loans”NCUA

Monday Thru Friday
LOBBY

9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

DRIVE-THRU
9:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.

Saturday
DRIVE-THRU ONLY

10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.

7465

If You Don’t
Have An
Account
Come By

And 
See Us!

Us

“Serving Howard County, Texas”

We’re The Credit Union You’ve Been Looking For.

Paul Smith

Always putting the kids first
Retiree Estelle Meeks
brightens the school day
at Moss Elementary

HERALD photo/Steve Regan
Estelle Meeks, a volunteer teacher’s aide at Moss
Elementary, files away paperwork at the school recently.
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By JONATHAN HULL
Herald Sports Editor

Seventy percent of the
Earth’s surface is covered
by water.

For Cameron Hughey,
that still might not be
enough. 

Hughey is a junior
swimmer at Big Spring
High School and recently
advanced to the state
meet at the Lee and Joe
Jamail Texas Swimming
Center in Austin. While
he finished only 12th at
the meet, he still made
Big Spring High history.

Hughey broke a 16-year
old record in the 50-meter
freestyle, finishing the
race in 22.61 seconds. The
time bested Jay McVean’s
1992 mark of 22.62 by a
hundredth of a second. In
doing so, Hughey
achieved a personal goal
he set for himself at the
start of the season.

“In prelims, I kind of
messed up and finished
with a 22.9, but in finals I
ended up breaking the
school record,” Hughey
said. “I barely got it, but
that’s the reason I even
went to state. I just want-
ed one more race to try
and break the record.”

Hughey had flirted with
the record on several
occasions before the state
meet, but could never
quite eclipse it, despite
many attempts. Even the
one time he thinks he did
break it, the result could-
n’t be counted.

“My sophomore year, I
was told that I beat the
record, but the timing
wasn’t official,” Hughey
explained. “I had come
very close to it all year. I
mean I had gotten within
.05 of a second of it, but
never quite broke it.
Finally, I got it at state.”

Swimming success at
Big Spring High is quick-
ly becoming a family tra-
dition for the Hugheys.
Hughey, along with his
older brother and sister
Ryan and Jessica, started
swimming competitively
at a young age, when
their mother, Kim, signed
them up at the YMCA.

“I’ve been swimming
since I was six or seven
years old,” Hughey said.
“My mom signed up my
brother and sister and I
and I’ve been doing it a
lot since. I didn’t swim in
junior high, but I started
back up my freshman
year in high school.”

Swimming practice is
both strenuous and rigor-
ous and the temptation of
giving up during work-
outs crossed Hughey’s
mind on more than one
occasion. Still, he had an
even deeper drive, and
the support of those close
to him, to push him along
toward success. 

“Swimming is hard and
there were so many times
I wanted to call it quits,”
Hughey admitted. “All my
friends were playing foot-
ball, but I was really good
at swimming and I won a
lot. So I decided I would
just pursue it and keep
going until I broke a
record.

“Swimming is an every
day kind of thing for my
family,” he continued.
“My mom would just take
all three of us to swim
practice every day. It was
what we did. I hated prac-
ticing, but my brother
and sister would push me.

I just wanted to go to the
meets. I’m still like that,
but I really looked up to
my brother and sister and
wanted to be like them, so
I keep pushing myself
through practice.”

And why wouldn’t he
want to be like his sib-
lings? Both Jessica and
Ryan are also record hold-
ers at Big Spring. That
and the thrill of victory
also contribute to Hughey
sticking out his underwa-
ter training.

“I loved winning,”
Hughey said. “And I
wanted to break a record.
It helped that my brother

and sister had done it. I
had a few friends on the
team as well. Just a lot of
people see me as a swim

Continued on Page 18F
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Paul’s Custom PC’s
Sales and Service

Name Brand And Custom Computer Systems
New And Recertified
Parts And Accessories In Stock
Hardware And Software 
Support And Upgrades
Virus, Spyware And Adware
Removal

Guaranteed Lowest Price
&

Fast Service

CALL US TODAY - 466-0800
2515 Ent Drive • Big Spring,  TX

7735

Authority Electrical
and HVAC

Residential

Commercial

Industrial

New Construction

Remodel • RepairsLicensed • Bonded • Insured

263-3939
600 N. Birdwell
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Decorator’s Center
410 FM 700   Big Spring, TexasSa
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House Calls

Berber Carpet
As Low As

$14.95 Yard Installed Over Pad

Frieze Carpet Plush
In Stock

$23.95 Yard Installed 

Tile & Laminate
Kraftmaid Cabinets
Plantation Shutters

All Major Brands
SHAW, MOHAWK,

BEAULIEU, TUFTEX
MOHAWK
LAMINATE FLOORING
This durable laminate floor-
ing from Mohawk is perfect
for high traffic ares and very
easy to maintain. Excellent
for kitchens and bathrooms
and entire house.

Ceramic Tile
• Inspired by nature for any decor
• Available in many colors
• Expert Installation available

OVER 50,000 FEET
IN STOCK

$1.39SQ. FT.
Installation Available

89¢
SQ. FT.

Material Only

Plantation Shutters
On Sale NOW

FOR YOUR HOME
OR OFFICE
Call Roxann, 

Lonnie or  Ticia

Open M-F
Master-Visa Welcome

Saturday
By Appointment

Call 432-267-8310
Toll Free 866-667-8310

26
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8

68
70

Continued from Page 16F

as far as Meeks wants to
go in the education field.

“I couldn’t be a teacher.
I know that,” she said.
“They have too much
responsibility. When I
work with the kids, I can
have fun with them with-
out thinking, ‘Oh, no. If I
don’t teach them every-
thing they need to know,
they’ll be in trouble —
and I’ll be in trouble.’”

Meeks said she will
likely continue helping at
the school until “they say
they’re tired of me.

“Everybody up here is
just so good-hearted and
dedicated,” she said. “If I
can do anything to help
them out, that’s fine with
me.”

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

At home in the water
Cameron Hughey is a record-setting swimmer

Courtesy photo
Big Spring High School
junior swimmer Cameron
Hughey (right) poses with
senior teammate Kelly
Sage. Hughey advanced to
the 2008 Class 4A state
swim meet in Austin.
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mer, so I just kept pursu-
ing it.”

Cameron, the son of
Kim and Jeff Hughey,
also mentioned that his
parents’ support con-
tributed heavily to his
success.

“My parents are incred-
ibly supportive of me,”
Hughey said. “They’ve
supported every decision
I’ve ever made and have
never pushed me to do
something I didn’t want
to. A lot of parents get too
involved and interfere in
their kids’ athletic
careers, but mine have
always left it up to me
whether I wanted to be
good at it or to be bad.
That made me mature a
lot faster, but they would
support me, no matter
what decision I made.”

Every artist needs moti-
vation and with the 50-
meter freestyle being
Hughey’s masterpiece, he
easily found his muse in
the form of Pecos’
Matthew Flores. Flores
was Hughey’s top oppo-
nent for the 2007-08 dis-
trict title and thoughts of
losing to the Pecos Eagle
drove Hughey to practice
harder.

“My main motivation is
my competition,” Hughey
explained. “Every morn-
ing I would wake up to a
picture of my main com-
petition just to remind
myself how much I want
to beat him everyday.
Each day when I’m prac-
ticing, all I thought about
was that person. I didn’t
think of my coach or my
parents or my friends. I
thought about that one
person and how much I
wanted to be better than
him. I was always think-
ing that he’s doing a lot of
work to beat me, so I’ve
got to do this much more

to stay ahead of him.”
Some of the training

regimens Hughey uses
would seem uncommon to
the general public.
However, Hughey makes
the odd seem even odder. 

Swimmers commonly
train in clothing in order
to add weight and resis-
tance in the water.
Hughey figures if he’s
going to training in cloth-
ing, then he might as well
dress nicely. He’ll often
buy second-hand tuxedos
at the Chalet to swim in.

Other means of training
include swimming with
paddles or tennis balls.
Both items serve as buoys
on his hands and hinder
his stroke, making him
work harder for move-
ment. Hughey also lifts
weights, but doesn’t just
concentrate on muscles
that would improve his
performance. He also

works on his appearance.
“I work out the swim-

ming muscles and glory
muscles,” Hughey said.
“Face it. If I’m going to be
out there in a speedo,
then I need to be looking
good.”

Hughey has decided to
add to his athletic resume
in his senior season and,
in the process, feels he’ll
also improve his condi-
tioning for swimming.

“I want to play football
my senior year,” Hughey
said. “I was pretty good in
junior high and I know
that was only junior high,
but I think I can con-
tribute. After football,
then I’ll go back to swim-
ming, compete at district
and try to make state
again. I think I’ll be
stronger because I have to
get bigger to play football,
so that should help me be
better next year. I just

don’t want to feel like I
missed out on anything
my senior year.

“I’m a sprinter in the
pool and in order to do
that you have to have a
very strong upper body
because it’s only a 20-sec-
ond race,” he continued.
“The workouts are pretty
demanding in football. If I
keep lifting weights like
I’m doing now, plus work-
ing on my speed and my
legs, then I’ll be better
next year in swimming.”

Just because he owns
one record at Big Spring
doesn’t mean his lowering
his standards for his
senior year. If anything,
Hughey is setting even
loftier goals for his final
year in high school.

“In football, I want to
start as a linebacker. If I
can do that, then I’ll be
happy there,” Hughey
said. “In swimming, I

want to set two more
records. I need to keep
working on my stroke
technique and getting
faster. I want to return to
state, too. If I’m not in the
top five at state, then I’ll
be very unsatisfied.”

Hughey has no inten-
tions of pursuing compet-
itive swimming after high
school, but plans on using
his skills in the water for
an even more important
cause. 

The Coast Guard
appeals heavily to the Big
Spring junior, who plans
on attending either Texas
A&M or Texas State
University. He’s already
checked into the Coast
Guard and has received
an offer to have his third
and fourth years of col-
lege paid for as well as a
job opportunity with the
military branch.

“I’ve heard from a lot of

people that the Coast
Guard is a lot of fun,”
Hughey said. “I’ve always
wanted to do something
in the military and I’m
not going to lie, I kind of
want to jump out of the
helicopters into the
water, too. I’ve already
got a lot of swimming
experience. I’m pretty
dedicated to going to the
Coast Guard right now.
There’s not much that can
change my mind. I plan
on making it a career and
someday retiring from it.
I can’t see myself ever
having a desk job. I want
to stay active. I might
become a firefighter after
the Coast Guard. I just
want to spend the rest of
my life in or around the
water.”

Jonathan Hull can be
contacted at 263-7331 ext.
237.
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400 Main Street
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-5513

79217 

10x5.75 

bw

Your local Wells Fargo 
team pulls a lot of weight.

© 2004 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. wellsfargo.com Member FDIC

Wells Fargo gives you personal attention from 
people who live and work in your community. But it 

also gives you the vast resources of one of the world’s
most sophisticated financial networks. Both of which

help you do a lot more banking in a lot less time.

Big Spring’s Leading 
Jewelry Store For 47 Years

Tuesday Thru Saturday
10 am - 6 pm

Inside The Big Spring Mall
267-6335

79
93

Jewelers
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REPRESENTATIVE SALES

Representative Sales

208 OWENS • 432-263-1500

For fast friendly service with all your
wireless needs

Please stop by and visit us here in
Big Spring today!!!

Representative Sales has been in business
for over 12 years helping people choose the

right plan for their wireless needs. 
We offer a complete line of phones 

and accessories.

WE HAVE FOUR LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

205 N. Main Ave.
Big Lake, Texas 76932

325-884-3335

224 E. Main
Sonora, Texas 76950

325-387-3714

1285 Broadway
Mertzon,  Texas
325-835-2800

208 Owens
Big Spring,Texas 79720

432-263-1500

80
52
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Tyler 
candles &
diffusers

Free Gift
Wrapping

3101 N. Big Spring • Midland

687-6010

Shop & Compare - Well Save You Money!

Gallery Furniture
2912 College Ave               Snyder, TX                325-574-1890

6820

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Howard County
V o l u n t e e r
Firefighters who
received the coun-
ty’s Medal of Valor
for their efforts in
battling the Feb. 18
fires at the Alon
USA Refinery are,
first row, left to
right: Eric Barber,
Jerry Crawford,
Mitchell Hooper and
Ryan Kennedy; sec-
ond row, from left,
Kem Hooper, Josh
Sullivan, Justin
Jernigan, Paul Starr,
Codee Barraza and
Zach Johnson.
Howard County
Judge Mark Barr
lauded the group’s
courage during that
day, saying, “They
are the unsung
heroes of Howard
County ... these
guys are volunteers,
but they’re profes-
sional in every way.
They knew what
they were doing.”
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The Electric Utilities
Credit Union

Services we offer to make your Credit Union
experience more convenient

Auto Loans

Automatic Deposits

Automatic Drafts

Boat Loans

CD’s

Credit Cards

Debit Cards

Direct Deposit

IRA’s

Motorcycle Loans

Notary Service

RV Loans

Share Accounts

Share Draft

Wiring of funds

Visit Us At Our Information WEB Site
www.teucu.org or e-mail: Joliphant@eucu.wtx.coxmail.com

You may qualify to be a Member, call or visit our Big Spring location.

Monday-Friday - 9:30 - 5:30 PM

263-3442
2002 Birdwell Lane

26820

Lexie Gee   -   Randy Gee   

“People have been asking me where’s your Papa?”
“Well here he is at our NEW BUSINESS”

“And I still have him wrapped around my little finger!

“Lexie Gee”

700 East Fourth
264-1920

Gee MOTOR
COMPANY

6818

Harris Lumber and Hardware has been a family owned company
since 1965. Bert Harris started the business and was a long time
supporter of Big Spring. Then in March 2002, Steve and Gay Herren
bought out the remaining stock of Harris Lumber and Hardware.

Our new warehouse is completed and will allow us serve the cus-
tomer better. We look forward to the future to serve our past, pres-
ent and future customer. We are proud to be a part of this great town.

THANKS - BIG SPRING IS A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE.

WE’VE BEEN HERE - WE’LL BE HERE!

1515 E. FM 700                                                             267-8206   

79
62

A journey into Hell
By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Imagine you were
dropped into the middle
of a child’s worst night-
mare of Hell.

Imagine you and your
colleagues were sur-
rounded by fire, smoke,
twisted metal and thou-

sands of gallons of highly
flammable liquid.

Imagine that the stakes
were, quite literally, life
or death — if you didn’t
succeed in quenching this
inferno, it was highly
likely that you, your
friends and everyone
within a mile radius
would die.

Now imagine doing all
that for free.

When the Alon USA
Refinery was ripped by
explosions on the morn-
ing of Feb. 18, the night-
mare became a frighten-
ing reality for a group of
Howard County Vol-

Continued on 3G

The men who fought the Feb. 18 fires following the explosion at the Alon USA Big Spring Refinery
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lunteer firefighters.
The 11 men, headed by

Chief Tommy Sullivan,
were tasked with what
was arguably the most
important mission that
morning — to put out
fires threatening the “cat
cracker” unit, the most
vital — and volatile —
facility at the refinery.

In the weeks following
the refinery fire, the word
“miracle” has been tossed
around a lot to explain
how no one was killed or
seriously injured in the
incident and how a fire
that was expected to burn
for days was subdued in
hours. 

While divine interven-
tion can’t be discounted,
that happy outcome can
also be attributed to a lot
of hard work by emer-
gency responders —
including 11 men who
drove into Hell and lived
to tell the tale.

‘We may not walk
away from this one’

Tommy Sullivan
became a firefighter after
literally becoming an
object lesson for fire safe-
ty.

As a youth in 1965,
Sullivan was playing with
matches at his father’s
service station when he
accidentally caught a
bucket of gasoline on fire.

The results were almost
fatal.

“I suffered third-degree
burns over most of one
leg and my chest,”
Sullivan said. “They said
I died three times on the
operating table ... and I
spent most of the next
year in a burn hospital.”

The harrowing incident
served to inspire Sullivan
to stop playing with fire
and start fighting it
instead.

In 1984, he joined the
HCVFD, eventually
becoming chief of the
department in 1993.

Sullivan concedes that
firefighting has its inher-
ent dangers, but is ulti-
mately rewarding.

“I just like helping peo-
ple,” he said. “When
you’re a firefighter,
you’re doing things other
people couldn’t fathom
doing. I couldn’t imagine
being a police officer — I
don’t like handling guns
— but if the world is on
fire, I’m going in after it.”

On the morning of the
refinery explosion,
Sullivan was at home
with his wife and son —
also HCVFD members.

“When I heard the
explosion, I knew imme-
diately it was the refin-
ery,” he said. “I grabbed
my stuff and called on the
radio to the dispatcher. I
learned that it was a
Level 3 fire — that meant
they had to evacuate
everybody — so I knew it
was bad and that I’d need
everybody.”

Units arrived on scene
within minutes and
Sullivan was greeted with

a sight he’ll never forget.
“It looked like Hell,” he

said. “There were flames
reaching 600 to 700 feet in
the air and explosions
going off all around us.

“For the first time in
my life, I thought that
this may be the one we
don’t walk away from,”
Sullivan added. “So, when
we were at the front gate,
I gave my guys the option
on whether they wanted
to go in with me.”

To a man, Sullivan’s

crew of 10 firefighters all
said, “Yes.”

‘It was like being
at the gates of Hell’

Mitchell Hooper fol-
lowed in this father’s foot-
steps in becoming a fire-
fighter and has battled all
manner of blazes in his
four years with the
HCVFD.

Not that any of that pre-
pared him for the Alon
conflagration.

“It was, by far, the
worst fire I’ve ever
fought,” he said simply.

Hooper, 21, was driving
to his job at Trinity
Memorial Park when he
heard the first explosion.

“I knew immediately
what it was,” he said. “So
I went to our station in
the Tubbs Addition and
then headed to the refin-
ery.”

On the drive in, he
admitted to suffering
from a case of nerves.

“I was scared; the adren-
aline was really pump-

ing,” he said. “Mostly, I
was wondering how many
people were injured.”

His apprehension only
grew as he arrived at the
refinery.

“It was like being at the
gates of Hell,” he said.
“Stuff was exploding
everywhere.”

Despite his fear, he gave
no thought of taking up
Sullivan on his offer to
“sit this one out.”

Continued on Page 4G
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FISH OPHTHALMOLOGY CLINIC

John R. Fish, M.D.
Larry Fish, M.D.

Silpii Polepalle, M.D.
Board Certified Ophthalmologists

*Small Incision Cataract Surgery

*Diabetic Exams and Laser Treatment

*Glaucoma Treatment and Surgery

800-542-5058
207 E. 7th St.

Big Spring
267-3649

4400 N. Midland Dr.
Midland

288-8992
8192

906 S. Gregg Street

“3 Generations Of
Family Service”

Se Habla Espanol

267-6331
www.npwelch.com 6960

SURETY TITLE
COMPANY

Darby Title, Inc. dba

Cindy Pittman
Escrow Officer

NEW LOCATION

805 Scurry St.
Big Spring,  TX 79720

Phone - (432) 263-2407
Fax - (432) 263-4693
Cell - (432) 816-1361

suretytitle@crcom.net
8058

BIG MIKE’S
FARM STORE

Snyder Hwy.

267-7215
8193

Our Promise to Our Patients:

Compassion & Quality Care

Cardio Vascular Diseases
(Heart)

And
Internal Medicine

Dr. Manish Shroff, M.D.
1501 W. 11TH PL., 3rd Floor         267-9805

27115

Chief Tommy Sullivan Mitchell Hooper
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SINCE 1896

A  Proud  Past  with  a  Solid  Future

HOME • AUTO • LIFE

68
23

Fowler Insurance Agency
Serving Big Spring & Surrounding Areas Over 40 Years

Agents: Joy Fowler • Sue Fowler

432-393-5712 

Glasscock  Co. Coop300 CR Coop
Garden City, Texas 79739

Serving the

St. Lawrence Area

and Others.

Pleasing You,
Pleases Us!

Office: 397-2211
Store: 397-2487
Fax: 397-2706

7977

When you encounter life’s challenges, 
don’t face them alone . . .

The Law Offices of 
R. Shane Seaton, PLLC

can assist you.

Personal Injury & Vehicle Accidents

Divorce,  Custody & Child Support

Criminal Defense,  DWI & Traffic Tickets

(432) 264-1800
1301 S. Gregg St.,

Big Spring, Texas 79720

R.  Shane Seaton
Attorney at Law

7906

The Life  Clinic
T.L.C. - We put the CARE back in Healthcare

Medical Office Of
Kim Shafer, R.N., M.S.N.

Family Nurse Practitioner
10 Years Serving Your Health Care Needs 

We’ve Been Here To Serve & We Will Continue To Be
Here To Serve You In The Future.

2601 Wasson Rd.
432-714-4284

68
21

Celebrating Our 10th Year Anniversary

1801 E. FM 700
Big Spring Mall

The #1 Namebrands
For Appliances Can Be Found

At Your Hometown Sore

267-1127

8014

Continued from Page 3G

“I was scared, but once
we started fighting the
fire, I was OK,” he said.
“This is what we trained
to do.”

‘Stuff was blowing 
up all around us’

Codee Barraza, 21,
points to his friend
Mitchell Hooper when
asked why he became a
firefighter.

“Mitchell talked me into
it,” Barraza said with a
smile.

Since joining the
HCVFD, however, he has
found firefighting to his
liking.

“I think it’s pretty cool
when people thank you

for what you’ve done,” he
said. “It’s nice when they
are complimentary and
give you a handshake or a
pat on the back.”

To Barraza, the explo-

sion and fire at the refin-
ery took on a deeper
meaning — he works as a
security guard at the
facility.

“I was sleeping when
the first explosion
occurred,” he said. “I did-
n’t hear the explosion, but
somehow I heard Tommy
calling us on the radio ...
so I just high-tailed it out
of there.”

Upon arriving at the
refinery, Barraza recalled
a recent tragic chapter in
U.S. history.

“It was scary; there was
stuff blowing up all
around us,” he said. “The
heat was intense and the
rubble reminded me of

Continued on Page 7G

Photo courtesy of Bob Price

Codee Barraza
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• Sheet Metal 
• Air Conditioning

• Heating
- Sales and Service -

FREE ESTIMAFREE ESTIMATESTES
Johnny Ramirez and Mike Ramirez

(432-263-0829)
79

90

For All Your Pet’s Needs

Sierra Animal Clinic 
3404 E. FM 700

Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 263-1198

7998

Majestic Ionic Foot & Body Detox
Take Out All Of
The Toxins Your

Body
Doesn’t Need!

Detox 
your vital

organs & lungs

710 Gregg St. Suite 222
Big Spring,  TX 79720

Office - 432-517-4251
Cell - 432-816-9811
Fax - 432-517-4252

CALL US TODAY
FOR MORE INFORMATION

80
84

PRO2
PROFESSIONAL

HOME OXYGEN SERVICE
104 Marcy - Big Spring

     WE PROVIDE QUALITY   

�

�

�

HOME OXYGEN 

NEBULIZERS

WALKERS

HOSPITAL BEDS

WHEELCHAIRS

NUTRITION

LIFT CHAIRS

SCOOTERS

�

�

�

�

�

Phone:
(432)264-0353

COUPON

$10.00off
SAVE ON THESE BATH PRODUCTS
Not valid with other offers. Expires May 15th 2008FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

$89.95

$69.95

$45.95

$59.95

$69.95

$49.95

$49.95

Photo courtesy of Bob Price
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LLOOK AOOK AT UST US

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Isabel Miranda
Business Office

Jessica Martinez
Advertising Executive

Thomas Jenkins
Staff Writer

Jonathan Hull
Sports Editor

Mingo Hernandez
Mail Room

Carolyn Earl
Mail Room

Robert Edwards
Mail Room

Samantha Myrick
Mail Room

John Ethan Flores
Mail Room

Timothy Davila
Mail Room

Rodney Sanders
Composing

Lyndel Moody
Composing

Gilbert Narbaiz
Pressman

Kris Soliz
Circulation Assistant Mgr.

Ashleigh Ramirez
Administrative Assistant

Jason Porter
Advertising Executive

Bill McClellan
News Editor

Steve Reagan
Staff Writer

Elizabeth Flores
Business Office

Ellen Talbot
Classifieds

Rachel Martinez
Classifieds/Retail

Sandra Green
Graphic Artist

Rick Nunez
Advertising Manager

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Robert Smith
Circulation Mgr.

Tony Hernandez
Production Mgr.

Serving You 
Our Community

BIG SPRING HERALD
www.bigspringherald.com

Carriers Not Pictured: 
Lou Sherman, Shirley Murphy, Irma Medrano, Ron McLane,
Carolyn Mills, Felix Martinez, Dwayne Clawson, Wayne
Pusley, Jack Hanson, Steve Bullock, Pam Estep, Patrick
Gonzales.

7782

profile 06g  3/28/08  6:20 PM  Page 1 Macintosh HD:New Back-up:profile 2008:pages for profile G:



PR O F I L E8G BIG SPRING HERALD
Sunday, March 30, 2008

“We lean on the Big Spring Herald 
for our advertising”

Bob Brock, Lexie Gee, Rondel Brock & Jason Brock

Bob Brock Ford
Lincoln • Mercury • Nissan, Inc.

500 W. 4th     Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432) 267-7424

BIG
SPRINGHERALDHERALD21699

Call 263-7331

You, too, can lean on the Herald’s century of experience 
to reach your customers!

Lexie Gee

We MEAN Business!

A Family Owned Business Since 1966
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“They talked to me and

got me interested in it,”
he said. “So here I am.”

On Feb. 18, Jernigan

was enjoying a day off
from his job as a correc-
tional officer with Cornell

Corrections, a day off that
was abruptly cut short.

“I was asleep when the

first explosion occurred
and it woke me up,” he
said. “At first, I didn’t
know what was going on.
My wife walked in and
asked me, ‘Are you going
in? Because if you are,
you need to take our son
to his grandparents’
house.’

“I looked at her and
asked, ‘Where am I
going?’”

Upon learning of the
refinery explosion,
Jernigan quickly dressed
and headed toward the
fire.

“I was awestruck,” he
said in describing the
scene. “There’s no words
to explain it. I guess it

was a mix between ner-
vousness and shock. I’m a
born-again Christian and
I definitely said a prayer
before going in there.”

It was that faith that
sustained him after hear-
ing Sullivan’s offer to stay
out of the firefight.

“I was there to stay,” he
said. “I looked at Tommy
and said, ‘I trust you.’”

Another prayer and a
quick thought about his
family later, Jernigan
passed through the front
gate.

Continued on Page 12G
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FOUNDED IN 1884
Sunday Holy Communion..................................8:00 A.M.

Sunday School..................................................9:30 A.M.

Sunday Holy Communion................................10:30 A.M.

Summer Schedule Worship................................9:30 A.M.

10th and Goliad - 267-8201
Interim Priest Kelly Conkling

Web: http://www.stmarysbst.org

‘St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

6816

STEAKHOUSE RESTAURANT
Steaks • Seafood • Chicken

The finest cuts of meats cooked to perfection
Daily Lunch Buffet 11 AM - 2 PM
Open Sun.-Wed. 11:00 am-8:30 pm 

Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 11:00 am - 9:00 pm
263-0181

404 E. FM 700                            Carryouts Welcome

80
75

The Legend Rolls On.TM

OLDEST
DEALERSHIP

IN  TEXAS

Harley-Davidson Shop
908 W. 3rd St.                                       263-2322

80
61

Glenna’s Advanced
Skin Care

Microdermbrasion
Chemical Peels
Facial Waxings
Gift Certificates

Licensed Esthetician

CALL US TODAY
GLENNA OSBORN

602 Main St.                 268-3045

78
19

Visit our office
anytime.

www.bigspringherald.com

Get the information 
ou’re looking for!

Local News • Sports
Obituaries • Special Sections
Wedding, Engagement and 
Birth Announcement Forms
Classifieds • Financial News

Entertainment & Health
Slide Show • Photo Contest

Access our website 
24 hours / 7 days a week.

81
95

Dr. Robert P. Hayes,
M.D.P.A.

Board Certified Orthopaedic Surgeon

• General Orthopaedics
• Joint Reconstruction

• Sports Medicine

Insurance & Workman’s Comp.
Accepted

1501 W. 11th • (432) 714-4800
Phone Answered 24 Hrs.

7 Days A Week 8191

1602 Scurry Street
Big Spring, Texas 79721-2510

(432) 267-5053
or

(432) 263-1278
Fax (432) 267-2731

PP//WW Pirkle/Weir Insurance Agency

AJ Pirkle, Jr.
Agent/Owner

81
00

Big Spring Skipper
Travel

Looking For A Getaway?

We Got You Covered
608 Scurry                263-7637

80
41

❏ Your family
❏ Your possessions
❏ Your children’s education

❏ Your business
❏ Your financial security
❏ Your retirement

What Is It About Life 
That Interests You Most?

(000) 000-0000
Name, Company-Approved Title

The Prudential Insurance Company of America
CA State Insurance Agent License #

[www.agenturl.com &/or Prudential e-mail address]

Branch Office: (000) 000-0000

Or clip and send this ad to me at:
1234 Main Street, Anytown, State 00000

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (H) (W)

Insurance issued by The Prudential Insurance Company of America, Newark,
NJ and its affiliates. 
IFS-A000271 Ed. 12/2006

Our insurance and financial products and services can help you protect 
those special interests. Call me. Let’s take care of what’s important to you.

401 Austin St. #105, Big Spring, TX 79720

Troy Tompkins, CMFC
Prudential Finacial
401 Austin  St. #105

Big Spring, TX 79720
432.263.0180

8103

Photo courtesy of Bob Price
Smoke billows from fires that erupted at the Alon USA Big Spring Refinery Feb. 18. Despite extensive damage to the facil-
ity, no serious injuries were reported.
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WARREN CHIROPRACTIC CENTER
STEEPED IN A 58 YEAR OLD LEGACY OF CARING FOR

THOUSANDS OF PATIENTS FOR OVER HALF OF A CENTURY
Dr. Loran Warren had a dream. After serving on the front lines during World War II, Loran attended Palmer Chiropractic School

in Davenport, Iowa on the GI bill. Dr. Warren, his wife, Wanda and their son Ben lived in Davenport where
Dr.Warren worked three part-time jobs and attended chiropractic college full time. He opened Warren
Chiropractic Center at 1707 Lancaster in 1950. He had a big heart for helping others through chi-
ropractic healthcare. It all began when Loran was helped through chiropractic care when he was a
youngster. As a young boy, Loran saw many specialists for a very bad earache. When none of the treat-
ments resolved the problem, a family friend urged his parents to see a chiropractor that they knew.
Young Loran was treated by what the chiropractor calls an “adjustment”, and received immediate relief
from the earache. It made such an impact on Loran that he decided at that very young age that he want-
ed to be a chiropractor when he grew up.

It has truly been a blessing from the Lord to see thousands upon thousands of people helped through chiropractic. Dr.
Warren practiced out of a small 800 sq.ft. office that his uncles built
in 1949. After his receptionist/assistant retired, he worked many years
by himself. Patients were often amazed at how many patients he could
treat without any help. Patients would “line up as the clinic opened
and at times, would have to wait several hours to be treated. People
would drive from all over West Texas and Eastern New Mexico to see
him in hopes that he could help them with their ailment. People that
knew him would all say the same thing ... “He was the kindest, most
loving man they ever knew ... He had gentle hands ... He was a
listener and would never get in a hurry with his patients.”

Dr. Loran Warren got sick in 1988 just as his youngest son, J.Wray (or Jay) was finishing up chiropractic college in Houston. Jay
moved back home with his wife, Beverly, to take care of his parents and continue the
practice that his father had worked so hard to build for 38 years. In 1991, Dr. Jay
Warren built the current 9000 sq. ft. chiropractic clinic and rehabilitation center on the
same site as the original clinic.The old clinic was moved off of the location as soon as
the new facility was completed. The new clinic was the culmination of many years of
planning by father and son. That same year, Dr. Jay Warren began working on his post
graduate specialties in rehabilitation and nutrition. In 1993, he opened Big Spring
Rehabilitation. Dr. Jay Warren has been in practice 20 years maintaining the same
integrity and passion for chiropractic that his father instilled in him over
decades in practice.

Warren Chiropractic has truly been a multi-generation family affair. Dr. Jay’s wife, Beverly, has been intimately involved after
retiring from teaching in 1990. She was the rehab director and office manager until 1998. Dr. Jay’s brother, Loran, has been a
consultant for the business since Dr. Jay took over in 1988 and currently oversees the logistics of the clinic. Dr. Jay’s sons, Jay
Jay and John John, seem to be following in their dad’s footsteps. Jay Jay, age 7, wants to be a chiropractor, pediatrician,
engineer, architect, construction company owner and have a big stick and kill snakes. John John, age 5, has shown a keen inter-
est in chiropractic at a very young age but cannot decide between chiropractic and “owning the largest hotel in the world.” Our
latest family addition is Callie, Dr. Jay’s niece. She currently fills the post as office manager and receptionist.

The final family connection is our incredible caring and compassionate staff who have truly become part of the Warren
family. Marcie Lykken who has been with the clinic for 20 years, Belem Cervantes who has been at the clinic for 16 years, Amy
Christian who has been with the clinic for 12 years, Joan Meyer who has been in health care in Big Spring for 20 years and at
Warren Chiropractic for 2 years and Lucie Atkinson and Dr. Peter Warner who are coming up on their one year anniversary.

What Others Say About Warren Chiropractic
I started coming to Warren Chiropractic in 1960.  Dr. Loran Warren was the kindest, most gentle man I ever knew. When Dr. Jay took
over I told him you have hands just like your daddy, warm and tender to the touch. I have arthritis. I have tried everything and all the
medicine upsets my stomach. Chiropractic is what gets me moving again. Dr. Jay can certainly give me relief when I can’t get it any other
way!

EEmmmmaa  JJeeaann  HHaallll
PPaattiieennttss  ffoorr  4488  yyeeaarrss

I will always come to Warren  Chiropractic Center. The staff is so nice and attentive. My job requires lifting, and bending. CChhiirroopprraaccttiicc
kkeeeeppss  mmee  ffeeeelliinngg  GGRREEAATT!!  II  kknnooww  tthhaatt  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  ccaarree  hheellppss  kkeeeepp  tthhee  ppaaiinn  aawwaayy..  I can now  go a 12 hour day without pain
patches! Marie  Pipes

Gary  &  Patricia  (Big  Spring,  TX): “Our whole family goes to Warren Chiropractic. But what we want to remind everyone is that
Chiropractic is for the WHOLE family (infants included). Our son began going to Warren when he was 8 weeks old. He was having prob-
lems with GERD (or Reflux as some know it). Within 8 months he was off of two medications that he was taking for this. Now he’s 2 1/2
and continues to go. Warren also helps with his allergies with the ALL Natural Medications. Thanks Warren Chiropractic!”

Rene  Kennedy  (Odessa,  TX):  “I am 84 years old and live in Odessa. I started coming to Warren Chiropractic Center in 1955. My whole
family has come to Warren Chiropractic Center for many years. I first started coming to see Dr. Loran Warren, and I remember Dr. Jay
Warren when he was just a little boy. Dr. Jay is extremely thorough and compassionate and he makes me feel better! Anytime anything
happens, I drive over from Odessa to see Dr. Warren even though it makes my kids nervous for me to drive. I try to drive over twice a
month. It helps me with my severe back, hip, and neck pain and helps me to walk. I had a stroke, and Dr. Warren helped me walk again.
My brother lived in Odessa and when  he got down, he moved to Big Spring so he would be closer to Dr. Warren and the V.A. Hospital. I
would not have been able to work at the Odessa Schools and at the flea market into my eighties if it had not been for Dr. Warren and and
chiropractic. Dr. Jay keeps me going! I’d rather go to someone who knows me and my whole family. Dr. Jay Warren is so kind and that
means a whole lot to all of us!”

Top Row: Joan Meyer,  Belem Cervantes,
Lucie Atkinson, Callie Warren, Marcie Lykken,

Amy Christian, Beverly Warren.
Bottom Row: Dr. Peter Warner, Dr. Jay Warren

Dr. Loran Warren

Our Early Beginnings

Our Staff

Dr. Loran Warren And His Sons

Warren Chiropractic Today

Call For Appointment Today     432-267-2915

profile 10g  3/28/08  6:13 PM  Page 1 Macintosh HD:New Back-up:profile 2008:pages for profile G:



PR O F I L E 11GBIG SPRING HERALD
Sunday, March 30, 2008

Let Us Build Your Dream Home
• New Home Construction
• Remodeling
• Ceramic Tiles - Doors And Showers
• Laminate And Hardwood Floors

• Dry Wall
• Austin Stone And Brick
• Carpet And Vinyl
• And Much More ...

2810 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

8011

Carpet Store & Custom Home Builders

“The Carpet Store”
Come In And See Our Great Selection!

432-268-0008
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‘I loved those
shiny red trucks’

HCVFD members come
from all walks of life.
Paul Starr is the group’s
resident Yankee.

The Pennsylvania
native moved to Big
Spring shortly after meet-
ing his wife, Katherine,
on the Internet. Shortly
afterward, he joined the
volunteer firefighters.

“I got into firefighting
as a small child,” he said.
“For some reason, I loved
those shiny red trucks
and the flashing lights. I’d
chase them down the
street every chance I got
... Basically, I’m just ful-
filling a childhood dream
and doing what a lot of
people can’t do and what
a lot of people don’t want
to do.”

Starr, a truck driver for
M&M Construction, was
at home when the first
explosion occurred Feb.
18.

“It sounded like a truck
was coming through the
house,” he said. “I walked
to the front door and
looked out and all I saw
was black smoke coming
from the refinery. So I
grabbed my radio, kissed

my wife good-bye and
headed to the station.”

En route to the refinery,
Starr noticed the column
of smoke getting bigger
and bigger.

“I was feeling very
apprehensive right about
then,” he conceded.

But that feeling was
soon replaced by a deter-
mination to get the job
done.

“I remember someone
asked, ‘What if the cat
cracker blows?’” he said.
“Tommy said, ‘In that
case, you’ll never feel a
thing.’ At that point, we
started thinking, ‘Well,
then, why worry about
it?’ We had a job to do and
we went and did it.”

‘I thought I
had a blowout’

Eric Barber might be
described as a firefighting
junkie. Not only is he a
member of the HCVFD,
but he also fights fire pro-
fessionally as a member
of the Big Spring Fire
Department.

Considering his fire-
fighting “double dip,”
however, Barber admits
to not giving a lot of
thought to his career.

“I just joined with a

bunch of buddies about
four years ago,” he said.
“It seemed like a really
good idea.”

The good idea panned
out, he said.

“I’ll just be sitting at the
gas pump or something
like that, and someone
will notice my uniform
and come up and thank
me for the job I’m doing,”
he said. “That’s pretty
great.”

On the morning of the
refinery fire, Barber was
talking to his father on
the phone while driving
on FM 821.

“At first, I thought I had
a blowout,” he said.
“Then I scanned to my
left and saw this big
cloud. I knew right then
what it was. So I stepped
on the gas, got to the sta-
tion, hopped on the fire
engine and went in.

“When I got up close to
the fire, I was scared,” he
admitted, “but I also
knew we had a job to get
done ... Just pulling into
the gates and seeing all
those flames, the only
thing I thought about
was, ‘How many people
died?’”

‘How many of my
co-workers are dead?’

Zach Johnson came by
firefighting naturally.

“It runs in the family,”
he said. “I’m a sixth-gen-
eration firefighter, so I
guess you could say it’s in
my blood.”

The refinery fire struck
Johnson especially hard
— he’s an operator at the
facility, as well as a mem-
ber of Alon’s “Red Hats”

Continued on Page 13G
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Park & Putt Family
Fun Center

Opening Up April 7th
Hours: 

6-10 pm ~ Mon.-Sat.
S. Hwy. 87                             263-7536

80
68

CD BUYERS
The CD Savings and Income Plan from
Edward Jones gives you two big potential
advantages:

• Higher overall rates
• More dependable income

Information on issuers’ names available
upon request.

Call or visit your local investment repre-
sentative today.

Raul Benavides
267-2501
Jimmy Newsom
268-8814
Buddy Everett
263-0460
www.edwardjones.com

80
12

Glasscock
County Bank

Lobby Hours: 
9 AM-3:00 PM
Monday-Friday

333 N. Main St.
Member F.D.I.C. 8190

Basic Energy Services
Bobby Wigington

Area Manager

P. O. Box 22871
Big Spring, Texas 79721

Phone: 432-264-6404
Fax: 432-267-1293

Mobile: 432-213-1870
8015

SERVING
YOU

SINCE
1978

SERVING YOU NOW
ALWAYS A FULL LINE OF 

FARM SUPPLIES
FERTILIZERS • CHEMICALS • SEED • FEED

BIG SPRING FARM SUPPLY
263-3382                   NORTH HWY. 87

26
81

9

The First Christian Church

SUNDAY
9:30 - Sunday School

10:50 - Worship

WEDNESDAY
7:00 - Youth Fellowship

Celebrating

126 Years Of Serving Christ Together

74
77

Fiberoptic - Category 5 • Business Telephone Systems
• Computer Network Wiring

ATS TELCOM
A division of Big Spring ATS, Inc.

504 E. 3rd 
(432) 263-8433

27
11

2

Photo courtesy of Bob Price

Paul Starr

Eric Barber
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Permian Basin Workforce Development Board
501 S. Main Suite 235 • Big Spring, TX 79720

(432) 263-8373 • Fax 264-7703

Free for All 
Job Seekers:
Career Library 
Resource Information

Labor Market Information,
Career Planning Info. & Asst.
Use of Computer, Fax
Copier & Telephones

Internet Job Search
Job Search Seminars
Education/Training Info.
Financial Aid Information
Resource Referrals
Job Referrals

Business Services:
Applicant recruitment
Applicant Pre-Screening
Pre-employment testing
& skills assessment

Office space for
interviewing

Classroom availability for
employer workshops &
meetings

Business resource
information

On-The-Job training
Business workshops

Job Training
Programs:

Workforce 
Investment Act
Trade Adj. Act
Choices
Food Stamp
Employment &
Training Program
Project Rio

7975

We Appreciate Your
Business

From Your Friends At Cain
Electrical Supply

26848

FIBEROD
We put the rod in production

The mission of Fiberod is to allow oil producers to
consume less energy in the form of electricity while
producing more energy in the form of oil, with the
most durable sucker rod on the planet. 6871

Your REAL Hometown Dealer Since 1966

2008 Ford F-350

2008 Ford F150 Supercrew

2008 Lincoln Nagivator

2008 Lincoln Towncar

2008 Nissan Altima

2008 Ford Expedition

Come See Us First!

Bob Brock
Ford Lincoln Mercury Nissan

500 W. 4th                                                  267-7424

7963

Continued from Page 12G

emergency response
team.

“I was on my way to
work when the first explo-
sion occurred,” he said.
“It almost blew my truck
off the road. I think my
reaction was just like

everyone else who works
there: How many of my
co-workers were dead?”

Pulling up to the scene,
Johnson was shocked by
what he saw.

“I don’t think I’ve ever
been that scared of fire
before,” he said. “But
working at the refinery,
knowing what’s in that
refinery and knowing the
potential hazards, I knew
something like this could
happen ... It felt like
David and Goliath — and
I was David.”

As a Red Hat, Johnson
actually had a head start
on fighting the blaze
before his HCVFD col-
leagues joined the fray.

“I was asked to help
coordinate between the
volunteers and Alon’s
Emergency Response
Team. When I first got
there, it was kind of
chaotic. It basically was a

matter of deciding where
to start.”

‘It was kind
of overwhelming’

Kem Hooper is a 13-year
veteran with the HCVFD
and during that time has
fought innumerable fires
under almost every condi-

tion.
Then, there was the

refinery fire.
“Just from the devasta-

tion of that blast, it was
kind of overwhelming,”
Hooper said.

Hooper was convinced
by his father-in-law —
who was a volunteer fire-
fighter — to join the
group.

“That’s how I got into
it,” he said. “But I enjoy
it. I just enjoy helping
people in the community
and saving their proper-
ty.”

Hooper was preparing to
go to work at Trinity
Memorial Park on the
morning of Feb. 18 when
the first explosion
occurred.

“I was just bringing the
coffee cup up to my lips
when I heard it and felt
it,” he said. “My first
thought was that they

were blasting over at the
caliche pit near my house
... and then I pulled the
curtain back and saw the
plume of smoke coming
up from the refinery.”

Hooper immediately
reported for duty.

“I came from South
Highway 87, and I could
see the fire,” he said. “I
had totally forgotten it
was a holiday, so my first
thought was about the
refinery employees.”

Like his colleagues,
Hooper felt trepidation.

“It was pretty intense,”
he admitted. “But at that
point, you just have to go
into firefighting mode
and do what you have to
do to get the job done.”

‘This was the
real thing’

Being a volunteer fire-
fighter is a family affair

for Josh Sullivan — after
all, his dad is the chief.

“I’ve been around fire-
fighters so long, I really
don’t remember when it
was I joined the volun-
teers,” said Sullivan, 21.
“I’ve grown up around it
my whole life.”

Continued on Page 14G

Zach Johnson
Kem Hooper

Josh Sullivan
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Sullivan was at home
early on Feb. 18 getting
ready to start his day
when the house shook.

“I felt the explosion; it
woke my wife and son
up,” he said. “I ran out-
side and saw the smoke.
That’s when I realized
this wasn’t any drill —
this was the real thing.”

After arriving at the
refinery, Sullivan’s first
thoughts were of the
potential victims.

“It never crossed my
mind that it was a holi-
day,” he said. “I was
thinking, ‘How many, and
how bad?’”

Like his colleagues, he
pushed his private
thoughts aside as the
crew entered the refinery.

“With the training we
do, it’s almost second
nature in a way,” he said.

“You plan for the worst
and hope for the best.
There was always fear —
there were explosions
going off all around us —
but you have to set the
fear aside and realize it’s
not just you in this situa-
tion, but the rest of the
crew, as well.”

Fighting fire
with foam

The crew’s first — and
most important — task
was to safeguard the cat
cracker.

“That was the most crit-
ical point,” Chief Sullivan
said. “So, the first thing
we did was bring in the
foam truck ... that was
built especially for this
situation.”

Three units — Pumper
10, CAFS (Compressed
Air Foam System) 50, and
CAFS 55 — were brought

in during the initial
phase of the fight.

Sullivan’s crew was sur-
rounded by fire in three
dimensions — on each
side and from above —
when they got down to
work.

“The first thing we used
was the “deck gun” on
Pumper 10 and shot foam
on a fire on the cat crack-
er that was about 170 feet
up,” he said.

That fire was extin-
guished fairly quickly,
but the crew was soon
faced with an even more
pressing problem — gaso-
line was leaking from
ruptured lines, feeding a
fire underneath the cat
cracker.

The crew’s task there
was two-fold: Beat back
the fire; and find some
way to stop the flow of
gasoline that was fueling
the blaze.

“We were able to bring
the intensity of the fire
down some and pushed it
back to the point we could
see some valves,”
Sullivan said. “We were
able to get a guy up to
those valves and shut
them off, which eventual-
ly starved the fire in that
section.

“That secured the cat
cracker,” Sullivan said.
“Then we turned our
attention to the tank
farm.”

Angel’s halos
and devil’s horns

While Sullivan’s crew
was busy with their par-
ticular problems, more

were cropping up else-
where. Secondary explo-
sions from ruptured lines
and storage tanks began
going off intermittently.

One explosion in partic-
ular, which occurred very
close to the crew, got
everyone’s attention, to
say the least.

“When we got out
beside the cat cracker,
there was just this big
ball of fire coming out of
one of the tanks,”
Jernigan said. “I remem-
ber thinking, ‘Holy
crap!’”

“There was one really
loud explosion that every-
one noticed,” Starr said.
“We looked at each other
— and I know I was look-

ing to see if anyone had
halos or devil’s horns
sticking up from their
head. I didn’t see any, so
we went back to work.”

“When those explosions
went off, everyone would
drop and see what was
happening next,”
Kennedy said. “I think
everyone was scared, but
we didn’t let the fear get
to us. We just pushed for-
ward.”

‘We all walked
out the gate’

For several more hours,
the crew battled fires —
and decreased water pres-

Continued on Page 16G
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www.home-realtors.net

110 W. Marcy Dr.
263-1284

LEFT TO RIGHT
FRONT ROW: Linda Barnes, Pat Rutledge, Kay Moore.
MIDDLE ROW: Joe Hughes, Shirley Burgess, Linda
Leonard, Clovie Shannon, Doris Huibregtse.
BACK ROW: Leslie Elrod, Janet Higgins.

76
91

A tradition of service
serving Big Spring and
the surrounding area 

for 45 years.

Thank You For A Good Crop In 2007

We Would Like To Thank

• Board Of Directors
• Farmers
• Employees

We Look Forward
To Serving
Your Needs

Farmers Co-Op Gin Of Knott

80
86

6854

KenMark Financial
Kenneth C.Boothe CPA

1001 East FM 700
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Forbes
March 10 issue page 113

THE TEN MOST DEPENDABLE

Wealth Managers
of Texas

Our firm BFT Financial Group, LLC,
Was selected for the second time.

For a copy, email a request

kcb@crcom.net

Call 432-268-9292

Ryan Vassas - New Team Member

Securities Offered Thru
BFT Financial Group, LLC
Member FINRA/MSRB/SIPC

Registered Investment Advisor
6856
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We’ve lived up to that promise
by providing more than two million
dollars in non-funded care, and by
contributing  hundreds of thousands
of dollars towards charitable
organizations and nursing
education.

Home Hospice is locally owned and operated, and we serve 19 West Texas counties.
Our circle of care includes a full-time medical director - who makes house calls, hospice
certified  nurses, nurses aides, social workers,  chaplains, bereavement counseling,
volunteers and more.
We also operate the Hospice House - A state of the art inpatient facility that looks and feels
like your own home.
If you are facing serious illness, we would be honored to listen to your hopes and goals, and
to respect your choices.
Call us, or visit us on the web at www.homehospicewtx.com

You DO Have a Choice.

Big Spring
264-7599

Hospice House
580-0067

Midland
570-0700

Odessa
590-9990

Andrews
524-5139

Ft. Stockton
336-7822

68
86
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sure from the lines — as
they fought to keep the
fire from ravaging the
refinery’s tank farm
alongside units from Big
Spring and Snyder.

“We entered the refin-
ery at 8:30 a.m. and the
last truck came out at
about 6:15 p.m.,” Chief
Sullivan said. “After that,
we stood by the rest of the
night to make sure the
fires didn’t reignite. We
finally left the scene

about 8 a.m. the next
day.”

The group’s actions that
day earned them acco-
lades from several quar-
ters. The biggest honor
came from the Howard
County Commissioners
Court, which bestowed
the Medal of Valor on
each of the 11 men who
drove through Alon’s
front gate that fateful
morning.

Deservedly so, crew
members are proud of the
part they played in pre-

venting a disaster from
turning into a tragedy.

“There’s a saying: ‘You
can’t pay me to do this. I
volunteered,’” Chief
Sullivan said. “I’m most
proud of the teamwork
that was on display.
Although everyone had
the fear of death, every-
one acted as a team and
performed their tasks
flawlessly.”

“They figured it would
take us about two or three
days to get the last fire
out,” Starr said. “It took
us, what, eight or nine
hours? That’s what I’m
most proud of.”

Like his father, Josh
Sullivan was proudest of
the teamwork that was
displayed during the day.

“I’m most proud of all
the entities working

together as they did,” he
said. “No one complained,
no one played favorites.
Everybody worked togeth-
er.”

Johnson’s source of
pride was even more
direct.

“All of us out there
fighting that fire walked
out the gate,” he said.
“That stuck more in my
mind than anything else,

that we were all able to go
home.”

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234, or e-mail him at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.
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You’ll Fit Right In!

SUNDAY SCHOOL...............9:50 A.M.

WORSHIP............................10:50 A.M.

EVENING WORSHIP.............6:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY........................6:30 P.M.

FORSAN
BAPTIST CHURCH

201 Main St.
Forsan, TX
457-2342

Loving God,

Loving People!

6824

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Roofs by Nicholas wants you to save money

When was the last time you replaced or 

repaired your roof? Was it after last 

year’s hailstorm? Or was it after one 

of our frequent windstorms when you 

picked up shingles from your yard?

  Roofs by Nicholas wants you 

to know that a new metal roof 

can go a long way toward 

saving you money and 

increasing the safety 

and property value of 

your home.

  “You’ll never need anoth-

er roof,” says owner Dan Nicho-

las.

  Metal roofs come in a wide 

range of styles and colors. 

available that looks like wood 

shakes, shingles or Mediterra-

nean tile to complement your 

brick or stucco home.

  These roofs defy winds up to 

120 mph as well as golf-ball 

sized hail, and they are class 

their durability, many insurance 

companies offer homeowners’ 

insurance discounts of up to 

35 percent on these impact-

resistant roofs. “Check with 

your insurance agent for 

details,” Dan sug-

gests.

It is lightweight, strong, rust-resistant and attrac-
tive. And it is an excellent insulator - it won’t heat 
up your home - in fact, the opposite is true.
  “When a metal roof is properly vented, air moves 
between the interlocking steel panel and the un-
derlying deck,” Dan says. “Heated air disperses 
through the ridgeline while cooler air is drawn 
through eave vents.”
  While a metal roof  is gaining popularity, Roofs 
by Nicholas still offers shingles of all types - com-
position shingles, cedar shingles and wood shakes 
- anything residents need to replace or repair their 

would be best for your home, the company offers 
knowledgeable suggestions and solutions.

for top-quality roof replacement and repair. Their 
crews have an impeccable reputation for high-

-
sin.
  If you’re wondering how long it will take to re-
place your roof, replacement of composition roofs 
can usually be accomplished in one to two days, 
depending on weather conditions and the size and 
steepness of the roof.  And the job doesn’t end once 
the roof is covered. Roofs by Nicholas cleans up 

to make sure any stray nails are picked up.
  Roofs by Nicholas is located at 6600 W. High-
way 80, Midland. For more information, call (432) 
520-7348 or (800) 266-7348. You can visit their 
website at www.roofsbynicholas.com

6858

Casa Blanca
Restaurant

For The Best In
Authentic Mexican Food

Tuesday - Saturday 11:00 - 1:30 - 5:00 - 8:30
1005 Lamesa Hwy.

263-1162

OPEN

8082

An article on Assistant
Chief Jerry Crawford
begins on Page 2D of this
Profile edition.
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By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Lonnie Smith and the
Big Spring Police
Department have seen a
lot of changes in the last
30 years. About the only
constant at BSPD during
that time, however, has
been Smith.

Smith, who has moved
up the ranks from patrol
officer to chief at BSPD

during his career, was the
guest of honor at a recep-
tion last October to mark
his 30th year in law
enforcement.

The Big Spring native
said so much has changed
in law enforcement —
particularly in the areas
of technology — in the
last three decades, but
some things have stayed
the same.

“There’s lots of things
I’m proud of as chief
administrator of this
department,” Smith said.
“You’re only as good as
the people around you,
and we’ve had some out-
standing people here over
the years.”

Smith followed in the
footsteps of his older
brother, Wayne Tollett, in
becoming a police officer

and was hired by BSPD
on Oct. 23, 1977, to work
the night shift as a patrol
officer.

“I think we had five
portable radios in the
entire department back
then,” he said, contrast

Continued on 18G
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Myers & Smith
FUNERAL HOME & CHAPEL

Bill & Charlsa Myers - Owners

Courteous, Caring Staff

• WE ACCEPT MAJOR CREDIT
CARDS

• SERVICE PROVIDED IN ALL
CEMETERIES

• AFFORDABLE PRE-ARRANGEMENT
PLANS

• WE ACCEPT PRE-ARRANGEMENT
PLANS & INSURANCE POLICIES
FROM OTHER FUNERAL HOMES

• CREMATION SERVICES
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B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRINGVOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

Now Accepting You
Choose

Your Payment
Plan!!

Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare
Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

2117 N. Hwy. 87                     Big Spring, TX

• Residential

• Chain Link

• Cedar

• Commercial

• Metal

• Dog Kennels

81
94

Refresh • Renew • Revive
Let Us Help You Look & Feel

Your Best!
• Botox - look younger with a nonsurgical treatment

• Dermal Fillers (Radiesse, Restylane, Juvederm,
Cosmoderm)

• Eliminate Wrinkles, Frown Lines And Other Signs
Of Aging

• Chemical Peels
• Microdermabrasion
• Laser Hair Removal
• Bio-Identical Hormone

Replacement

4400 N. Big Spring #C-27     Midland, TX 79705
432-618-9220 6882

www.revivemedspa.com

Enjoy healthy and younger looking skin
Experience any of our skin care treatments

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan
Big Spring Police Chief Lonnie Smith has been in law enforcement for 30 years. He celebrated the milestone last October.

Upholding the law

Contact the Herald at
editor@bigspringherald.com
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City of Big Spring
Big Spring City

Council Members
Russ McEwen-Mayor

Greg Biddison
Manuel Ramrez, Jr.
Stephanie Horton
JoAnn Staulcup
Gloria McDonald
Troy Tompkins

310 Nolan
Big Spring, TX  79720

432-263-8235 8077

Palacios Roofing
&

Home Improvement

Owner Alvaro Palacios

Established Since 1996
• Roofing
• Additions
• Remodeling

• Cinder Block Fences
• Concrete Work
• Ceramic Tile

Home (432) 263-5430                                                                Mobile (432) 213-0363

68
59

We Bring the Caring Home!!!

Caring Hearts Home Health
4 Generations serving West Texas and Howard County!

Services we provide:
Drug Therapy, IV’s, Wound Care, Special Procedures, Physical Therapy,

Speech Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Skilled Nursing,
Home Health Aide, Post Surgical Needs, Diabetic Teaching & Training

Medicare pays for these services!

Serving 14 Counties, 71 Cities, and Many Satisfied Patients and Families!!!

Let us Care for you, give us a call 432-714-4510 8187

Back Row: Faye Esle Flowers, Paula Martinez, Taylor Gomez, Sherry Dills, Oleta Huitt, Ivy Carrigan.
Front Row: Juanita Stonerook,Rebeca Magallanes, Rosemary Silva, Joydaun Clark, Maria Dyck, Laci & Aleigha Higgins, Debbie
Hardgrave (owner).
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ing the environment to
today, where every officer
is equipped with portable
communication. “As for
patrol cars, you had to
wait until the afternoon
shift officer was finished
before you got one.”

During his tenure, he
has done a little bit of
everything at the depart-
ment, from patrol officer
to detective to court offi-
cer to supervisor of both
patrol and detective divi-
sions. His advancement
also has been steady — he
was named a patrol
sergeant after four years
and a lieutenant a year
later.

Eventually, Smith was
promoted to captain, a
rank he held until he was
named to replace the late
Jerry Edwards as chief in
1997.

As head of the depart-
ment, he has overseen
upgrades in technology —

for example, each officer
carries a laptop computer
with him while on patrol
— but his biggest chal-
lenge has been maintain-
ing personnel levels.

“The biggest change in
30 years is that fewer peo-
ple are getting into law
enforcement,” Smith said.
“This is not just a prob-
lem for Big Spring, but
nation-wide, also.”

Recruitment problems
mean that officer reten-
tion becomes a priority.

“All you can do is try to
ensure that the work
environment for officers
is as good as you can
make it,” Smith said.
“You have to care for
them, both professionally
and personally. If you
take care of them, they
will provide a very bene-
ficial service to the com-
munity.”

Still, Smith admits a
career in law enforcement
can be challenging.

“Some of the things

you’ll see will
break your heart,”
he said. “People
tend to forget that
police officers are
human and have
emotions — we’re
not made of stone
— and there are
things we
encounter that
affect us, as well.”

It’s a career,
however, that
Smith has loved —
and will continue
to love, for the
foreseeable future.

“As far as the
time frame goes, I
don’t know when
I’ll retire,” he
said. “I thought
about some things
I’d like to do after
I retire, but I
enjoy my work ...
I do know I don’t
want to work for
any other police
department than Big
Spring. When I end my

career, I’ll end it with the
BSPD.”

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at

reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan
Mayor Russ McEwen and Police Chief Lonnie Smith look over some historic photographs at the Big
Spring Police Station.
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