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Dem party
convention
slated here
Saturday

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Howard County Dems
hoping to carry their
voice to the state capitol
for the Texas Democratic
Party Convention will get
their chance Saturday,
according to local party
officials.

Local Democratic offi-
cials will hold a party
convention on the second
floor of the Howard
County Courthouse
Saturday at 7 p.m., in
hopes of electing dele-
gates to travel to the state
convention.

“We will elected
precinct chairs and dele-
gates to represent
Howard County at the
state convention In
Austin June 5-7,” said Ro
Gore, the local
Democratic chairman.

While the annual con-
vention has been going
on for many years, Gore
said it’s fallen under the
radar until recently.

“There has been a lot
more interest in the con-
vention and the caucus
since President Bill
Clinton got out there and
started telling people to
vote twice,” said Gore.
“When you vote in the

Monday.

By ANN SANNER

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s campaign said she
“misspoke” last week when saying
she had landed under sniper fire dur-
ing a trip to Bosnia as first lady in
March 1996. She later characterized
the episode as a “misstatement” and a
“minor blip.”

The Obama campaign suggested the

Democratic presidential hopeful Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y., greets sup-
porters as she campaigns at Montgomery Community College in Blue Bell, Pa.,

Clinton campaign
says she ‘misspoke’

AP Photo/Charles Dharapak

statement was a deliberate exaggera-
tion by Clinton, who often cites the
goodwill trip with her daughter and
several celebrities as an example of
her foreign policy experience.

During a speech last Monday on
Iraq, she said of the Bosnia trip: “I
remember landing under sniper fire.
There was supposed to be some kind

See CLINTON, Page 3A

Local man
wanted by
authorities

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer

The Big Spring Police
Department and local
Crimestoppers are
searching for a Big

Spring man wanted by
U.S. Marshals.
R omel

Stevens, 34,
formerly  of
1102 Mull-

berry, is want-
ed on charges |
of possession  gieyens
of cocaine
along with a warrant
from Amarillo for firearm
violations — according to
Sgt. Tony Everett, public
information officer with
the BSPD.

“On the Dec. 13, 2007,
investigators with the Big
Spring Police Department
Narcotics Unit and
Lubbock DEA
Investigators executed a
search warrant for Romel
Stevens, residence located
at 1102 Mulberry in Big
Spring,” said Everett.
“Investigators located and
seized more than a pound

of cocaine and a firearm,
along with almost $42,000
in cash. Stevens is want-
ed for cocaine possession
and also an additional
firearm violation out of
Amarillo.”

According to Everett,
Stevens — a black male —
goes by the aliases “7” or
“Seven,” is approximately
255 pounds and 5 feet, 7
inches tall, with black
hair and brown eyes.

“If you have any infor-
mation on Stevens’
whereabouts, you are
encouraged to call Big
Spring Crime Stoppers at
432-264-TIPS (8477),” said
Everett. “Crime Stoppers
will pay up to $1,000 for
information leading to
Stevens arrest. Your iden-
tity can and will remain
anonymous and no caller
ID is ever used.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

primary, that basically
counts as two-thirds of
your overall vote. He’s
encouraging people to get
involved in the whole
process and the caucus,
which accounts for the
other third of your vote.
There’s been a lot of con-
fusion over it.”

And while the conven-
tion will offer local dele-
gates a chance to be
heard, Gore said those
looking for comments
from this year’s candi-
dates will be disappoint-
ed.

“This is about the dele-
gates and chairs, not the
candidates,” said Gore.
“It’s very informative,

See DEMS, Page 3A

AP Photo/Elise Amendola
Amanda Jacobs, of Eddie's Wheels, straps Jack, a 3-
year-old pit bull mix held by his owner, Bobby Kleinau, of
Watertown, Mass., into a “pet wheelchair.”

By STEPHANIE REITZ
Associated Press Writer

SHELBURNE FALLS,
Mass. (AP) — When Gary
Mikus learned that an
incurable nerve disease
was starting to paralyze
the hind legs of his
German shepherd, he
immediately dismissed
the idea of putting the dog
to sleep.

Then he spotted an ad
in a pet food store:
“Eddie’s Wheels For Pets.

Help for Handicapped
Pets.” Now the dog named
Bear, which has been
Mikus’ constant compan-
ion for a decade, has a lot
of living left to do —
much of it in his new pet
wheelchair.

“He’s healthy in every
other way,” Mikus said.
“Until something tells me
otherwise that he’s fail-
ing, I'll do everything I
can to keep him mobile
and happy.”
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Sports 1-2B new online features of the
Texas sex offender registry
To reach us: will include the addition of

offenders’ places of employ-

people sign up for e-mail
when an offender

moves into their neighbor-
hood.

“I’'m being told spring,”
before it is ready, said Tela
Mange, spokeswoman for the
Texas Department of Public
Safety, which runs the reg-
istry. “Spring runs through
June.”

The Web site now provides

let

Job information to be added
to Texas sex offender registry

each offender’s name, date of
birth, home address, a physi-
cal description and photo. It
also includes the crime com-
mitted and the victim’s age
and gender.

While some say that offering
the offenders’ job information

See OFFENDERS, Page 3A

More pet owners turn to
custom-built wheelchairs

A growing number of
pet owners are turning to
custom-built wheelchairs
to restore mobility to
furry friends whose legs,
hips or backs don’t work.
The owners’ goals are
simple: to reward their
pets’ unconditional love
with whatever it takes for
the animals to live nor-
mally.

The two-wheel -carts
See PETS, Page 3A
Coming March 30

at the Crossroads
of West Texas

Profiles Edition

(S/lIddenﬁnkw

west texase

2006 Birdwell Lane

261.3821

Infernet

3 great services, one low price!

o

cable

phone




Tuesday, Page 1B 3/25/08 10:36 AM Page 1 Macintosh HD:Desktop Folder:

—p—

Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call Jonathan Hull at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. Email results to:
sports@bigspringherald.com

Sports
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IN BRIEF

Crossroads high
school varsity

sports calendar

TODAY

Big Spring softball
vs. Plainview, 4:30
p.m.

Big Spring baseball
vs. Plainview, 6 p.m.

Coahoma baseball at
Miles, 4:30 p.m.

Coahoma softball vs.
Midland  Christian,
7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY

Big Spring baseball
vs. Kermit, 4:30 p.m.

Coahoma baseball at
Anson, 7 p.m.

Forsan baseball vs.
Eldorado, 4:30 p.m.

Forsan softball at
Menard, 5 p.m.

Forsan’s Moore
finishes fifth at

Christoval tourney
Forsan’s boys golf
team competed in the
Christoval  Tourna-
ment at Bentwood
Country Club in San
Angelo Monday.

Jake Moore finished
fifth out of 90 golfers,
shooting an 84.
Brantly Calhoon shot
105 and Josh Hatfield
107.

Forsan will compete
in the first round of
district competition
Monday at Merkel’s
Tin Cup Country Club
and the second round
April 7 at Riverside
Golf Course in San
Angelo.

Big Spring Country
Club hosting

3-person scramble

The Big Spring
Country Club is host-
ing a 3-person scram-
ble April 5 and 6 with
a 1 p.m. shotgun start
on both days.

Entry fee is $60 per
player plus a golf cart,
however, private carts
are welcome.

Entry includes a bar-
becue lunch on the
course for the first day
of the tournament.

The field will be
flighted by first-round
score and the number
of flights will be deter-
mined by the number
of entries.

An optional cash
players pool will be
available for both
rounds.

Call the Pro Shop at
267-5354 for details.

Crossroads of
West Texas Golf

Classic scheduled

The Big Spring
Chamber of
Commerce and
ATMOS Energy are
sponsoring the
Crossroads of West
Texas Golf Class to be
held at the Big Spring
Country Club May 17
and 18.

The tournament is
limited to the first 100
paid teams with a two-
man scramble format
being used.

A handicap is
required and the tour-
ney will be pre-flight-
ed by a tournament
committee and local
golf pro.

Entry fee is $180 per
team. All entries are
to be paid in advance.
Winners may receive
pro shop merchandise
at 100 percent or may
take 70 percent of win-
nings.

Call the country
club’s Pro Shop at 267-
5354 or the Chamber of
Commerce at 263-7641.

Forsan opens district with 8-2 win

Herald Staff Report

WINTERS — Forsan’s
Buffaloes felt they got a good
handle on how well their pitch-
ing staff would perform over the
weekend in the Morton
Tournament. The Buffs went 3-1
in the round-robin tourney and
Head Coach Jason Phillips said
each of the six pitchers used
improved over their previous
outing.

the District 2-A season was con-
firmed Monday as senior hurler
Cameron Parker pitched the
Buffs to an 8-2 win over Winters’
Blizzards to open league play.
“We thought coming off the
Morton Tournament that we
were right where we needed to
be as a ball club,” Phillips said.
“That strong play from Morton
carried over to this game. If we
continue to not walk batters and

Parker (3-1) pitched a complete
game, giving up two earned runs
on eight hits and just one walk in
seven innings. Meanwhile,
Forsan’s defense, which gave up
10 errors in two games Friday in
Morton, improved substantially,
committing no errors.

“We played great defense
behind Cameron,” Phillips said.
“We had 12 assists from the
infield. That’s a lot to have no

plays on them. The defense is
coming along very well.”
Offensively, the Buffs didn’t
register a single extra-base hit,
meaning that most of their runs
were managed with singles,
walks and hit-and-run situations.
“We had several steals in this
game. We were aggressive on the
base paths,” Phillips noted. “We
were patient at the plate and
drew five walks and we did a

play good defense, we’re going to
be tough to beat.”

Phillips’ suspicion of excel-
lence on the mound throughout

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull
Forsan Lady Buffaloes shortstop Shelby Jones gets the first of 18 Lady Buffs’ hits in the
first inning of a 22-11 victory for Forsan over Eldorado Monday in Forsan. Jones finished 3-
for-3, scoring four runs, as the Lady Buffs improved to 2-0 in District 2-A play with the vic-
tory.

Adelman gets 800th
win in Rockets victory

errors. Cameron forced a lot of
ground balls and we made the

By JONATHAN HULL
Herald Sports Editor

FORSAN — As is typi-
cal for a West Texas
Spring, the wind factors
in a lot when it comes to
baseball and softball sea-
son in the Crossroads
area.

Monday was no excep-
tion in Forsan as the
Lady Buffs overcame
gusts ranging from 20 to
30 miles per hour to
defeat defending District
2-A champion Eldorado,
22-11. The game was
called after the top of the
fifth inning due to the 10-
run mercy rule.

However, one could
argue the wind was the
true winner of the day as
it had a hand in several
errors, carrying flyballs
away from fielders and
allowing several extra
runs to score that normal-
ly wouldn’t.

“I think the wind played
more into our advantage
for us than it did for
Eldorado,” Lady Buffs
Head Coach Shanna
Roberts said. “Beating
this team is great for our
confidence. I was worried
how we’d react coming off
of Spring Break without
playing a game. I knew
Eldorado was going to be
a competitive team. This
one helps us be more con-
fident through the rest of
the season.”

The Lady Buffs only
recently found their
prowess at the plate, scor-
ing 16 runs in a district-
opening win over Winters
and then 22 Monday for
an encore performance.
Both games were ended

See FORSAN, Page 2B

LaBufs Iast Eldorado 22-11

early via the run rule and
Forsan is starts district 2-

“We’re hitting the ball
well right now,” Roberts
said. “All nine batters
were getting hits today.
That hasn’t been the case
for most of the season. We
have worked out hard on
our hitting. It’s been a
struggle, but we did a
great job today. I hope we
keep scoring like we are.”

The Lady Buffs took a 4-
0 lead in the first inning,
but committed three field-
ing errors and starting
pitcher Amanda Longorio
walked three batters and
surrendered a 3-run
homer to Haley Higgins,
allowing the Lady Eagles
to bat around in the
inning and score seven
runs for a 7-4 lead headed
into the bottom of the sec-
ond.

That’s when Forsan’s
bats came alive. The Lady
Buffs batted around in the
second and third innings,
scoring 16 runs over the
two frames on 14 hits.

Alyx Pappajohn
knocked in the first and
last runs of the second
inning. Pappajohn initiat-
ed the rally with a double
to center field with no
outs, pushing Sandi
Golleher and Shelby
Jones across the plate.
She ended it with a bases
loaded triple to right
field, scoring Golleher,
Jones and Haylie
Burleson, and then scored
herself on a throwing
error.

See LADY BUFFS, Page 2B

By CHRIS DUNCAN
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON — Rafer Alston
wears the same No. 12 that Rick
Adelman wore when he played
for the San Diego Rockets nearly
40 years ago.

On Monday, Alston helped
Adelman get a more significant
number — his 800th career
coaching victory.

Alston scored 28 points and
Tracy McGrady added 17 as the
Houston Rockets beat the
Sacramento Kings 108-100, mak-
ing Adelman the 13th coach to
reach the milestone.

“lI know that when you hit
something like that, you really
think about all the good things
that happen to you,” Adelman
said. “I have been really fortu-
nate to have three different
teams that are very, very good
and that’s why you get wins like
that.”

Adelman, who won 395 games
coaching the Kings from 1998-
2006, is one of six active coaches
with 800 wins, joining Pat Riley,
Phil Jackson, Jerry Sloan, Don
Nelson and George Karl.

“Impressive,” Alston said. “I
hope they ask the question, who
was on that team that helped him
win 800? Years from now, people

are going to remember my
name.”

Shane Battier added 15 points
for the Rockets, who won for the
second time in five games since
the end of their 22-game winning
streak last Tuesday. Houston
entered Monday’s action in fifth
place in the Western Conference,
but only one game behind New
Orleans and the Los Angeles
Lakers for the No. 1 spot.

Kevin Martin scored 18, and
Ron Artest and Francisco Garcia
had 17 apiece to lead the Kings,
who’ve lost eight of their last
nine road games. Sacramento
allowed 100 points for the 17th
time in 18 games as Houston shot
50 percent from the field (35-of-
70).

Several Kings congratulated
Adelman as he walked off the
court.

“I helped him get a few of
those,” Sacramento center Brad
Miller said. “He’s a great coach
to have played for.”

The Rockets led by eight mid-
way through the fourth quarter,
but baskets by Quincy Douby
and John Salmons cut the lead in
half. Artest scored inside with
4:13 left to pull Sacramento with-
in two at 91-89.

See ROCKETS, Page 2B
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AP photo/David J. Phillip
Houston Rockets coach Rick Adelman gives instruction to his team during
the second quarter of an NBA basketball game against the Sacramento
Kings Monday in Houston. The Rockets won 108-100, giving Adelman his
800th career victory as an NBA head coach.
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Obituaries
L.C. Underwood

L.C. Underwood, 83, of Big Spring, died Monday,
March 24, 2008, in a local hospital. Funeral services
will be held at 2 p.m. Wednesday, March 26, 2008, at
the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel with Dr.
Kenneth Patrick, retired Baptist minister, officiating.
Interment will follow at Trinity Memorial Park. The
family will receive friends Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. at the funeral home.

He was born Nov. 14, 1924, in Norton and married
Elaine Coley Oct. 12, 1946 in Ballinger.

He was a member of First Baptist Church.

Survivors include his wife, Elaine Underwood of Big
Spring; two daughters and sons-in-law, Carolyn and
Kenneth Puckett of Garland and Susan and Mark
Guellette of Mt. Juliet, Tenn.; and one brother and sis-
ter-in-law, Loyd and Pat Underwood of Luther.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at:
www.npwelch.com

Take Note

 The SMMC/FMC Relay For Life team is hosting a
scrub sale. The vendor will be selling in the hospital's
first floor classroom on Wednesday, March 26 from
7a.m. to 5 p.m. with a percentage of the proceeds going
to Relay For Life.

* The Howard County Pachyderms will have their
monthly meeting Thursday, March 27, at noon at the
Big Spring Country Club. Speakers will be runoff can-
didates W. Paschal Odom and Jimmie Long for County
Commissioner Precinct 3. Everyone is invited to hear
them speak. People who live in Precinct 3 are encour-
aged to come and meet their candidates. Lunch is
available for a nominal fee. For more information,
contact the country club at 267-8241 or Melanie
Gambrell at 267-7387.

* American Red Cross Lifeguarding and CPR classes
will be held in two sessions this year, March 31-April
5 and April 14-19. Cost will be $125. Those interested
can sign up with Coach Randall Shaw at
rshaw3535@hotmail.com or at the Big Spring YMCA.
Times of the class will be given at the time of regis-
tration. Spots are limited and fees must be paid at reg-
istration. Individuals who register must be present for
all classes. After the first day of class, no refunds will
be given.

 Cross stitchers are needed to complete one or more
blocks of this year’s Howard County Fair quilt. All
supplies are provided. Blocks may be picked up from
Posey Cotton Office, 601 Scurry, Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to noon. For information, call 263-
1267 or 263-4980. This year’s quilt theme is
“Wildflowers of Texas.” All proceeds from the sale of
tickets for the quilt are used to defray the expenses of
the Fair. The quilt will be awarded the last night of
the fair.

e Pediatric flu vaccinations for children ages 6
months to 35 months are now available at the Texas
Department of State Health Services clinic in College
Park Shopping Center. Cost is $10, although no one
will be turned away for inability to pay. For more
information, call 263-9775.

e St. Mary’s and friends of St. Mary’s are holding a
lap blanket drive to place approximately 400 lap blan-
kets in the hands of every nursing home patient in Big
Spring. Blankets can be taken to the church office,
1001 Goliad, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday or call Connie Fowler at 267-
2713.

A beginning crochet class is being held at 6 p.m.
Wednesday in the church’s Parish Hall.

* Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming a
Compass Hospice volunteer. Help those at the end of
life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s life. Call
263-5999 to begin your journey.

 All creatures Sanctuary and Rescue has an account
set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608 N. Hwy. 87 for
all types of metals and aluminum cans. Please tell
them that your donations are for All Creatures
Sanctuary and Rescue. All Creatures Sanctuary and
Rescue is also still taking weight circles off of all
Purina brand dog foods. Send your Purina Weight
Circles, to A.C.S. & R. at P.0, 871, Coahoma 79511. All
Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue is still accepting old
and used cell phones and ink jet cartridges, for drop
off locations in Big Spring and Coahoma, Call Melanie
at 267-7387.

* Christ Community Fellowship is collecting infant
car seats and carriers. These are given to new moth-
ers who cannot afford them. To donate your old or
new car seats and carriers, call Karen Allen at 263-3517
or leave a message at Christ Community Fellowship,
263-love. All donations are appreciated.

* Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires just a
few hours commitment each month. To volunteer, or
to request a ride for treatment, call Nancy Koger at
267-7809.
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Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 a.m.
today:

* SALOME A. RIOS, 33, of 3304 W. Highway 80, was
arrested Sunday on a local warrant.

« MAGDALENE LOPEZ, 26, of 4116 Muir, was
arrested Sunday on three local warrants.

* JOEL A. FLORES, 25, of 1007 W. Sixth Street, was
arrested Sunday on two local warrants and two local
capias warrants.

« KYLE L. BROWNFIELD, 17, of 2700 Adams, was
arrested Sunday on charges of possession of drug
paraphernalia and minor in possession of tobacco.

e CASEY L. FRALEY, 17, of 1021 Stadium, was
arrested Sunday on charges of possession of marijua-
na - two ounces or less in a drug free zone, minor in
possession of an alcoholic beverage and minor in pos-
session of tobacco.

* TONY MAGALLANES, 22, of 1206 E. 15th Street,
was arrested Monday on two local warrants.

¢« BRYSON O. VANDERBILT, 23, of 1605 Oriole,
was arrested Monday on two local capias warrants.

« UNATTENDED DEATH was reported in the 2900
block of Melrose.

« THEFT was reported in the 200 block of FM 700.

« DEADLY CONDUCT - DISCHARGE OF A
FIREARM was reported in the 2300 block of Grace.

e CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 800
block of Settles.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 39 inmates at the time of this report.

 BILLY HALLFORD, 33, was arrested Monday by
the Howard County Attorney’s Office on a judg-
ment/sentence for driving while intoxicated - second
offense (sentenced to three days in jail, given three
days credit).

* SHAWNA GRAYSON, 36, was arrested Monday by
the HCSO on charges of bondsman off bond for theft
(two counts).

*« CASEY LYNN FRALEY, 17, was transferred to the
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of pos-
session of marijuana - two ounces or less.

« SALOME ADOLPH RIOS, 33, was transferred to
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of
Class C assault - family violence.

« DEREK TARVER MOFFETT, 28, was arrested
Monday by DPS on a Midland County warrant for dri-
ving while license invalid and failure to appear.

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

¢ MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of
Boykin. Service refused.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 2300 block of
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.

¢« TRAUMA was reported in the 1600 block of S.
Gregg Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRAUMA was reported in the 900 block of Dallas.
One person was transported to SMMC.

e TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 1600
block of Gregg Street. Service refused.

Support Groups

TUESDAY

*The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets at
6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St.

¢ Life Recovery, a non-denominational Christian
group of recovering alcoholics and addicts, meets at 7
p.m. at the St. Paul Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

e Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

¢ RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic
pain disease), a new support and informative group
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 264-1213 for more
information.

THURSDAY

¢ Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;
women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY

¢ AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.
at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m.
until 9 p.m.

s WD, SPHINE
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Bulletin Board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

* The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets at 7
p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809 Scurry,
or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call Robert

Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY

e Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard
College Cactus Room.

* Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth St.,
provided by InHome Care.

e Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic
Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721.

 Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room.

* Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

» Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY

* Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.

e Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room.

e League of United Latin American Citizens
LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. For more infor-
mation, contact John Ybarra at 264-1628. The public
is invited.

FRIDAY

e Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9
a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267-
7281 for more information.

« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

» Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon at
the Howard College Cactus Room.

* Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 7:30
p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

Weather

Tonight...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 50s. South
winds10 to 20 mph.

Wednesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 80s.
Southwest winds10 to 15 mph.

Wednesday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower
50s.

Southwest winds around 15 mph.

Thursday...Sunny. Highs in the mid 80s. Southwest
winds around15 mph.

Thursday night...Mostly clear. Lows around 50.

Friday...Sunny. Highs in the lower 70s.

Friday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 40s.

Saturday...Mostly cloudy. Highs in the lower 70s.

Saturday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the upper
o0s.

Sunday...Mostly cloudy. Highs in the lower 80s.

Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 13-17-18-26-27.
Number matching five of five: 0.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 22-23-32-34 Bonus Ball: 22.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 3-2-9-3. Sum It Up: 17

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 9-0-5. Sum It Up: 14

Correction

West Texas Centers for MHMR’s Hoops, Dreams and
Goals annual basketball tournament is scheduled to
begin at 9 a.m. Friday at the Dorothy Garrett
Coliseum and not Saturday or Sunday as has been
reported earlier. The public is encouraged to attend
this free event, which features a number of area teams
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“ ROCKETS

Continued from Page 1B

Rookie Carl Landry
answered with a basket
inside and Alston then hit
two free throws and
flipped in a one-handed
shot from the baseline as
the Rockets took control
for good.

“Rafer’s been playing
well,” McGrady said. “We
needed all those points
that he gave us.”

Houston kept
Sacramento at bay by
going 9-of-12 from the
free-throw line in the
final 1:38. The Rockets
went 33-for-42 from the
free-throw line overall,
setting season highs in
both makes and attempts.

Houston came in shoot-
ing only 72 percent from
the line.

“It’s going to come down
in games, especially in
the playoffs, where you’ve
got to make foul shots,”
said McGrady, who was 7-
for-9 on free throws.
“Tonight, we did a better
job of concentrating on
going up there and knock-
ing them down.”

McGrady said he
sprained his left shoulder
fighting through a screen
late in the game. It was

wrapped in ice afterward,

but McGrady didn’t
expect to miss
Wednesday’s game

against Minnesota.

McGrady twisted his
left ankle less than five
minutes in and scored
only two points in the
first quarter. Alston
picked up the slack, scor-
ing 12 in the quarter, and
Houston led 26-24.

Chuck Hayes threw in a
hook and McGrady sank a
baseline jumper at the
start of a 9-0 Rockets
spurt that broke a 37-37
tie.

Artest and Garcia
swished 3-pointers in the
last 1:10 of the half to trim
Houston’s lead to 53-49 by
the break.

Both teams shot over 50
percent from the field in
the first half and the
Kings also went 6-for-7
from 3-point range.

The Kings missed seven
of their first 10 shots out
of the break and Houston
stretched its lead to 65-55.
Garcia scored seven
points in the last 2:16 of
the third quarter as
Sacramento cut the
deficit to 77-72 heading to
the fourth.

McGrady was resting on
the bench as the final
quarter began. He

returned with 9:01 left
and the Rockets leading
83-79. He hit two mid-
range jumpers and sank a
pair of free throws to
push Houston’s lead to 91-
83.

“It was tough to over-
come their free-throw
shooting,” Sacramento
coach Reggie Theus said.
“We had some runs, but
then they went to the free-
throw line and it was a
rally killer.”

The Rockets improved
to 15-2 when scoring 100
points or more at home
this season. Sacramento
has dropped seven of its
last 11 games overall, and
eight of the last 11 meet-
ings with Houston.

Notes: Salmons scored
15 for the Kings. ... Point
guard Beno Udrih, who
missed the last three
games with a back strain,
played 10 minutes in the
first half, then sat out the
rest of the night. Theus
said Udrih aggravated the
injury and was now day-
to-day. ... McGrady fin-
ished 5-for-16 from the
field. ... Mikki Moore had
a career-high six assists
for the Kings.

Lakers 123,
Warriors 119
The Los Angeles Lakers

and Golden State
Warriors got an exciting
taste of how competitive
their potential playoff
matchup might be.

Lamar Odom made the
go-ahead layup with 9.1
seconds left in overtime,
and Los Angeles shook off
Golden State’s frantic reg-
ulation rally to hang on
for a 123-119 victory
Monday night, avenging
its four-point loss one
night earlier.

Bryant scored 23 of his
30 points after halftime
while playing with a gash
under his left eye, and
Odom had 23 points and
21 rebounds as the Lakers
reclaimed the Western
Conference’s top spot and
avenged Sunday night's
115-111 defeat.

The Warriors are in
eighth place in the confer-
ence, which means the
teams would meet in the
first round of the playoffs
if they hang on to their
spots.

In other NBA games, it
was: Detroit 110, Phoenix
105 in overtime; Houston
108, Sacramento 100;
Miami 78, Milwaukee 73;
New Jersey 106, New
York 91; Philadelphia 95,
Boston 90; Denver 120,
Memphis 106; and Seattle
97, Portland 84.

LADY BUFFS

Continued from Page 1B

Forsan led 14-7 after two and
Longorio held Eldorado to one run
in the third. The Lady Buffs con-
tinued to tear through the Lady
Eagles’ pitching and defense in the
home half of the inning, scoring
another six runs as they batted
around again. Three of Forsan’s six
hits went for extra bases, including
a 3-RBI triple by Golleher.

Leading 20-8 headed into the
fourth inning, Pappajohn relieved
Longorio in the pitcher’s circle and
gave up three runs — only one

earned — on four hits, while strik-
ing out three. Longorio finished
with five strikeouts over three
innings, surrendering 11 runs with
only one of them being earned.
Forsan was guilty of eight fielding
errors.

Kaela Strickland and Britney
Roemer capped Forsan’s scoring in
the fourth inning, adding a pair of
unearned runs. Pappajohn finished
2-for-3 with a double and a triple for
five RBIs. Golleher was 3-for-4 with
three RBIs and scored three runs.
Jones scored four runs on 3-for-3
hitting and knocked in two runs.

As a team, the Lady Buffs from
18-for-33 at the plate for a .545 bat-
ting average. Every player in the

lineup scored at least once.

Forsan continues district play at
5 p.m. Friday, paying a visit to the
Menard Lady Yellow Jackets.

Eldorado 071 21—1155
Forsan 4(10)6 2x—22 18 8

W - Amanda Longorio. L - Amy Alvizo.

2B: FHS - Shelby Jones 2, Alyx Pappajohn,
Kelsey Jones. 3B: EHS - Allyson Jarrett; FHS -
Pappajohn, Sandi Golleher. HR: EHS - Haley
Higgins. RBI: EHS - Higgins 3, Amika Gonzales
2; FHS - Pappajohn 5, Golleher 3, Amanda
Longorio 2, Britney Roemer 2, Haylie Burleson 2,
S. Jones, Kevy O'Brien.

Contact Sports Editor Jonathan
Hull by calling 263-7331, ext. 237, or
by e-mailing him at
sports@bigspringherald.com.

Featuring Photos & Stories about your Friends,
Neighbors & Business Associates.

WHY ADVERTISE?

Available all year long for people interested in
moving to our area, and are pre-sold on choosing
the products and services of business that

advertise here.

Slnday, March 30,2008

You’ll want to advertise your business
in this comprehensive issue.

Call your Advertising Executive today.

432-263-1331

Identify yourself as an established part
of the community.

It’s a strong and effective opportunity to
tell your community relations story.

7753

FORSAN

Continued from Page 1B

nice job moving guys
around with hit and
runs.”

Adam Bailey led Forsan
at the plate, knocking in
three runs.

Ryan Flores, Spencer
Briggs and Zach Dykes
each had a RBI along
with Parker, who helped
his own cause by driving
in a run.

The Buffs, who tied
Miles for the district

championship last season +

after having a baseball
program for just two
years, continue district
play, hosting Eldorado
Friday in Forsan.

The Eagles gave the
Buffs some trouble last
season.

“Eldorado is a young,
scrappy team,” Phillips
said. “They beat us at
home by a couple runs
last season and kept giv-
ing us a hard time at
their place, even though
we beat them. It’s not a
team we can take lightly.”

West dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
#Q96532
YK973
*4
»72
WEST EAST
#1084 aJ7
¥QJ854 Y062
10862 *5
&3 S#KQJ10965
SOUTH
AAK
YA
¢AKQJ973
HdA84
The bidding:
West North East South
Pass Pass 4 & 64

Opening lead — three of clubs.

Improvisation unquestionably has
its place in bridge, but the opportuni-
ties for its use are actually few and
far between.

Consider this deal from a high-
class rubber-bridge game many years
ago. South’s dramatic leap to six dia-
monds was certainly well-reasoned,
even though he lacked 100 percent
assurance of success. But the odds
heavily favored finding his partner
with a singleton or void in clubs, or
the ten of diamonds plus the spade
queen or heart king.

By Steve Becker

The Agony and the Ecstasy

As it happened, though, North
showed up with a doubleton club and
a singleton low trump, so the con-
tract was in distinct jeopardy. Never-
theless, declarer quickly devised a
scheme that gave him a very good
chance to make the slam.

He won the opening club lead
with the ace and cashed the A-K-Q of
trumps. He planned to play the ace of
hearts and A-K of spades next before
intentionally conceding a trump to
West’s ten.

Declarer’s willingness to lose a
trump trick unnecessarily was surely
worth the price, since he would get
back two tricks in exchange after
West’s forced return of either a spade
or a heart to dummy’s only two high
cards. These would in turn provide a
parking place for South’s two club
losers.

But unfortunately for declarer,
he was facing a foeman fully worthy
of his steel. West had anticipated
exactly what South was planning to
do, so, when declarer played the A-
K-Q of trumps early in the hand, he
shrewdly followed with the 6-8-10,
retaining the deuce.

As a result of West’s remarkable
foresight, there was now no way for
declarer to put him on lead, so the
deal ended with South eventually
being forced to concede two club
tricks to East for down one.

©2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

PENING

Big Spring fpack & Ship

Your Wrapping, Packing, and Shipping Solution

WE HAVE MOVED

Monday, Mar. 24
710 Scurry Suite A

South Side of the Big Spring Herald

UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE

o

i f":at :‘g"?’ffﬁce We Have Many Boxes
OLSI0NalKing New Office®,
*Mon - Fri 9-6 Sl To Choose P:rim
*Sat10-3 | of the |
\ Big Spring Herald Just Bring your |
:@ With Lots of Parking Item In for Full_ ’
* Service Packingjand;«
Shipping Only.
) x\ at Big Spring d
" 0Id Office Pack and Ship ‘

Free Shipping Supplies I'!
bigspringpackandship.com
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) FedEx |
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710 Scurry

Cemetery Lots

Educational

263-7331

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

www.bigspringherald.com

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

CEMETERY LOTS For Sale.

702-645-2375.

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout
plans available. No interest or
carrying charges. $10.00 down.

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!

Dental Assistant!
Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 216
Southeastern Career Institute

DUNCAN DISPOSAL - Now

a driver's position. Must be
able to pass mandatory DOT
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls

GENERAL  MAINTENANCE.

with both brush and roller; gen-
eral plumbing, general sheet-
rock repair and texture. Must
have own tools, ability to take

Trinity Memorial Park, Garden Train for a new career as a hiring a driver for the Coahoma Must have at least 1 year main- LOOKING FOR,A JOB? _ service. Strong knowledge AC
of LebanoM@ace 1, 2, Medical Assisting, area. Need at least a Class B tenance experience. Abilities to ~ APPly for these positions today:  gystems,  Brakes, Electrical
3,&4inL ’%1,500.00 Call  Medical Office Specializing, or ~ CDL. Experience Preferred for include: Painting experience W Fault Tracing. Experience a

$29,966.56 Non-Cert.
Test date to be announced

Utility Service Worker

MECHANIC: FLEET/BUS PM

plus. 432-561-8529
bert@allaboardamerica.com

MED-AIDE, 12 Hour shift,

. i iob i . Jailer h kend off. Ster-

The Little Red Ban across from Westwood Village please. The job includes 40+ after hour and weekend calls; - every other weekend off. Ster
Mt. Olive Cemetery. Shopping Center hours weekly Mon- Fri., with valid TX drivers license and li- Cemetery Maintenance ling County Nursing Home
4320 West lllinois, Suite A some Sat. mornings. An hourly ability insurance. Drug Free Worker Contact Paula at

432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on monuments/
markers. We deliver to all
cemeteries. Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-

Midland, TX 79703

STOP LOOKING!
START DOING!
Train for a new career as a

rate with benefits package is
available. Equal Opportunity
Employer. Please Call Arthur
432-770-3966.

work place; health insurance
and other benefits offered.
Please come by Bent Tree
Apartments, 1 Courtney Place
to fill out an application.

Communications Officer
We offer EXCELLENT BENE-
FITS including 100% paid Em-
ployee Health Ins.

Inquire to:

325-378-2134.

PARKVIEW NURSING &
REHABILITATION
Now Hiring Certified Nurse

tery. Mt Olive Monuments. Medical Assistant, EVENING CARHOPS Human Resources Aides, which offers competitive
432-264-7722. Career Placement Assistance ~ Part-time. Must be Neat in Ap- GREAT PAY City of Big Spring, Texas pay, great benefits and a fan-

Financial Aid for those pearance. Honest & Depend- & BENEFITS! Phone: (432)264-2346 tastic working environment. Be
SPECIAL SALE. Two grave who qualify. able- N(_) experience necessary Hiring class CDL Drivers. Fax: (432)264-2387 a part of our devoted staff pro-
spaces for the price of one.  Call now for more information! ~ will train. Inquire at Wagon Clean MVR. Call 432-756-2875 For more details go to viding resident care. Looking
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 800-497-1557 dept. 200 Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. No or apply at Key Energy, West www.ci.big-spring.tx.us for reliable and caring C.N.A.’s

Down. The Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational

Help Wanted EXPERIENCED TRUCK Tech- have own car. Apply 1208 E g
ABR'.GHTER FUTURE! P nician own tools required, A/C Gregg Street or 208 11th ' - —f e *
Train to become an CLINE CONSTRUCTION  gyperience  preferred.  Full  Place. SR FY
Electrical Technician! needs Laborers with valid driv-  penefit and unlimited income 47254 SN
Career Placement Assistance  ers license. ~ Please  call potential. Apply at Travel Cen- i
Financial Aid for (432)267-6006 or come by ters of America Shop 704 West
those who qyallfy. - 1807 N. FM 700. -20 or fax resume to
Call no_w f0|_' more information! CNA GAM-2PM, 2pm-iopm 432-267-4262.
800-497-1557 dept. 212 i NURSES UNLIMITED INC
Southeastern Career Institute @"d  10pm-6am.  Sterling PIZZA INN -

Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

County Nursing Home. Contact
Paula at 325-378-2134.

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00
p.m. (432)684-5418.

phone call Please!

A

TravelCenters of America

EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR
DELIVERING PIZZA'S. $100
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
MANAGEMENT  POSITIONS.

I-20 South Service Road, Stan-
ton, TX.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for
part-time Laundry attendant.
Work 7 days- 7 days off. Must

needs dependable caring indi-
viduals to assist children, eld-
erly and disabled clients in the
home. Must be 18 years old.
Part time positions available, 7
days per week. No experience
Dora at

EOE

to join our team. Apply in per-
son at 3200 Parkway Rd.

$400 T0 $1,000 PROFIT PER MONTH

necessary. Contact
432-580-2000, 1-800-458-3257
E.O.E.

APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS.

Gandy’s@

Featuring Fine Gandy’s Milk and Ice Cream

Wholesale Route Delivery

Cogdell Memorial Hospital

Has the following full-time
Position available:

I’ve got a
demanding boss.

But the rewards are great! I work for myself and
make a good living. I take responsibility for my performance
- it’s all up to me. A lot of people depend on me, and I
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Job will consist of driving, ordering, loading and
unloading dairy & ice cream products, servicing schools,
convenience stores, supermarkets and
institutional accounts.

Information Technology Coordinator
High School or equivalent required, training or

education beyond High School preferred.
Two years experience with the ability to

troubleshoot computer problems. Hospital

Information Systems/Data Processing experience
highly desirable.
We offer competitive wages & good benefits

All Drivers:

* Must be 21 years old
« Must be able to pass DOT physical and
drug screen
¢ Prefer Class A CDL Driver’s License/Will
consider Class B with possible upgrade/or
will train to pass CDL licensing requirements
« Energetic, self motivated Route Sales Person
¢ Customer Service Oriented

ALL INTERESTED APPLICANTS SHOULD CONTACT
Dennis at 432-631-9203

Please send resume to:
Human Resources Manager
1700 Cogdell Blvd.
Snyder, TX 79549
Phone (325) 574-7185

Contracts are available now for motor route
carriers. For information, call 432-263-7331.

EEO/AAP M/F/D/V Fax (325) 574-7136
FEMALES AND MINORITIES ARE URGED TO APPLY . . BIG -
mailto: lwarren@cogdellhospital.com SPRING 8
7923 Ad Paid for by Employer 8186 _ =

Dentist

Incumbent serves as a general dental

N\ practitioner responsible for diagnosis and

W} treatment of difficult dental problems in a

y correctional environment. Provides
comprehensive dental care to the inmate
population, who may have behavior and
communication problems. Assists in the
coordination the dental program, providing input
regarding proposed modifications to operating
Incumbent is required to meet suitability as well as

Pharmacist

The incumbent serves as the Chief Pharmacist at
a Federal Bureau of Prisons’ correctional
facility and has responsibility for complete

§ pharmacy services at the institution clinic.
He/she is responsible for all aspects of
pharmacy operations including dispensing,
pharmaceutical care, clinical and community
relations, and accreditation compliance.
Incumbent is required to meet suitability as
well as qualification requirements to be selected for this
position. Applications and more information can be obtained from
WWW.UsSajob.opm.gov Questions regarding this position can be
directed to Michael Cross, Employee Services Manager,
mcross@bop.gov, (432) 466-2402, or Aramis Martinez, Health Services
Administrator , axxmartinez@bop.gov, 432-466-2438. The BOP is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

procedures.
qualification requirements to be selected for this position.
Applications and more information can be obtained from

WWW.USajob.opm.gov Questions regarding this position can be
directed to Michael Cross, Employee Services Manager,
mcross@bop.gov, (432) 466-2402, or Aramis Martinez, Health Services
Administrator , axxmartinez@bop.gov, 432-466-2438. The BOP is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

8183 8184

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT

Because of our continued expansion and growth through an aggressive acquisition program,
Energen Resources, a subsidiary of Energen Corporation, has an immediate opening for a
Production Assistant in our Westbrook, Texas office. Responsibilities include:

LEASE OPERATOR

Westbrook, Texas

Because of our continued expansion and growth through an aggressive acquisition program,
Energen Resources, a subsidiary of Energen Corporation, has an immediate opening for a Lease
Operator at our Westbrook field located near Westbrook, Texas. Responsibilities include:

» Pump as needed monitoring, recording, and optimizing production data

» Operating and maintaining production equipment

« Conducting on-lease activities for assigned area making minor repairs and
adjustments as needed

« Assuring that all leases are operating safely within regulatory guidelines

» Successful applicant must be willing to live within 30 miles of field located
approximately 4 miles NW of Westbrook, Texas

« As receptionist, will be responsible for answering phone, filing, greeting and
directing guest to appropriate offices and other general office duties.
« Will be responsible for tracking and recording material transfers and purchase
requisition information.
* Responsible for scanning, verifying and coding of electronic operations invoices
in the Westbrook office.
* Successful applicant must be willing to live within 30 miles of field
located approximately 4 miles NW of Westbrook, Texas.
The qualified applicant will have 1-3 years production experience with a broad knowledge of all
types of production equipment. Experience working in secondary recovery environments a plus.
Computer skills and proficiency with spreadsheets a must. We offer a highly competitive salary
and bonus plan with a complete benefits package.

The qualified candidate will have 2-3 years experience with some understanding of oil & gas
activities. General knowledge of production operations, accounts payable and office proce-
dures a plus. Proficient in the use of Excel, Word and Access a must.

Energen Resources offers a highly competitive compensation plan, which includes an incen-

To become a part of our outstanding Westbrook team and a growing Industry Leader in the tive bonus with a complete benefits package.

Permian Basin, for immediate consideration please go to: www.energen.com to complete an

online application. For immediate consideration please go to: www.energen.com to complete an online applica-
tion.
An Equal Opportunity Employer

8180 8181

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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ATTENTION

THE BIG SPRING
HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

Help Wanted

SAND BLASTER and painter
wanted. Experience preferred,
willing to train right person.
Must be hard worker and de-
pendable. Call 432-213-3399.

Help Wanted

WHITTEN INN now hiring the
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk
Clerks. Apply in person, on
1-20 next to TA Truck Stop.

Tired of long hours and Travel?
Heavy Equipment Mechanic Needed!!!
Competitive Pay, Paid Vacation and
Holidays, 401K, Insurance, Uniforms, Good
Work Environment
Must have own tools
Must pass drug screen

Contact 432-664-9709 ~ 0dessa, TX

6852

Help Wanted

NEED A job today? Come be a
delivery driver for Domino’s
Pizza. We pay competitive
hourly wages & put cash in
your pocket daily! Working for
the other guys? Bring your ex-
perience over to Domino’s
Pizza and get paid top dollar.
Part time and full time positions
available. Need day hours?
Need night hours? We have all
shifts available. We work with
ALL types of schedules. Apply
now and get hired on the
spot (some restrictions ap-
ply).

2111 Greg Street

EOE, Drug Free environment

Help Wanted

NEED EXPERIENCED pulling
unit operator, and derrick man
for Big Spring oil company.
Competitive pay, most work is
within 60 miles of Big Spring.
Must be able to pass a drug
test. Call 432- 238-7715
NEEDED SECURITY Guards.
Must be able to pass back-
ground and drug test. All shifts
available. Call 432-816-4421.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

OWN A Computer? Put it to
work! Up to 1,500 to 7,500 a
month.  PT/FT. Free Info!
www.reviveyouretirement.com

Help Wanted

TravelCenters of America

NOW HIRING Lube Tech.
Trainee. Apply at Travel Cen-
ters of America Shop, 704
West 1-20 or fax resume to
432-267-4262.

PARKVIEW NURSING &
REHABILITATION CENTER
We have immediate opening
for a full-time janitor and laun-
dry position. Experience pre-
ferred, but not required. Please
apply in person at 3200 Park-

way Rd.

Sterling County Nursing Home.
RN/LVN 6:00pm-6:00am.
Mon.-Thurs.  Contact Paula
(325)378-2134.

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

$54.60 Per Month

— =

AC & HEATING HEATING & AC AIR CONDITIONING AUTO CARE AUTO PARTS CARPET

« Servicing All Air Conditioners

* All Sheet Metal Work Including
Duct Work

* Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air
Conditioning Parts,
Filters & Belts

1408E. 4th - 263-2980

BED LINERS

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600

26941

v/ Rhino Linings
THE SPRAYED-ON LINER

CONCRETE

Air Conditioning, Heating &
Ice Machines
We service all makes
and models!

Cell: (432) 270-0501
24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C

27040

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE
Pre Spring Check & Clean
345 per unit
(Limited Time)
Loran Warren

NATE Certified Service Technician
Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

G & M Auto Care

Locally Owned
& Operated
Service 1972

263-1091

George & Mary
900 E. 3rd St. Big Spring

24817

COMPUTER

H
-O

THE SPECIALIST

Matthew Grayson « 432-263-3885

15 Years Experience
ALL your computer needs
Commercial and Residential
Onsite work -
networks large and small
Windows and Linux OS - $35.00/hr

7631

CONCRETE CONCRETE

All Types Concrete Work

m Block & Brick Repair

Trenching & Tractor Service
& Landscaping

Tommy Gampbell
Concrete
Contractors

(432) 466-0623
(432) 935-3644

2006 Runnels
Big Spring, TX 79720

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

W“‘ All types
LRERHN

‘ of fences,
([l tile fence
| & repairs.

I
\

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.
Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5114

J. T. Builders

Remodeling * Drywall
Ceramic Tile * Electrical
Plumbing » Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways * Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

(& JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
(432) 213-0882 Cell

(432) 935-6310 Res.

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In W
Fencing | \,\/‘f’/‘f ‘1
YA !

Wood & " !
Chainlink {

.......

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT INTERNET SERVICES LANDSCAPING

LaR
Construction

Painting, Dry Wall,
Tape & Bedding,
Texture, Repairs,

Remodeling, Addition,
Tile & More.

432-213-5540

32163

El
1 4
J&J's
Handyman Service
(FREE ESTIMATES)

Tile, Remodeling, Painting,
Carpentry, Drywall, Garage
Doors, and Home Repairs

Jay Flores Sr. (Owner)
264-6412 (Home)
816-24317 (Cell)

CYC Lawn Service
Yard Mowed $25.00

* Hedge Trimming
¢ Tree Trimming
¢ Hauling
e Odd Jobs

CALL DAVE at
432-558-02817 or 935-2406
Senior discounts
Free Estimates

7980

NAIL SALON
Pro Spa Nail Salon

Pedicure: $21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set: $20.00 & up
Refill: $13.99 & up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

111E. Marcy Dr.Ste 110  [432) 263-6245

(Next To Wal-Mart)

! il\“.‘,"} Ac?e%‘z]ing
Wl ==

B & M Fence Co.

COMMERCIAL + RESIDENTIAL
GET OUR PRICE & COMPARE
A FREE ESTIMATES
ROBERT MARQUEZ
263-1613 »
i s 1-800-525-1389
2117 N. Hwy. 87 « Big Spring

Westex Telecom

High Speed DSL
OR

Dial-Up Internet Access

Local
Customer Service

268-8800 /-

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling « Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing
Kitchen & Bath Specialist
BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Since 1947
« 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles

+ 20,000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage
« Specialize in late model quality auto

parts . .

« Foreign and domestic parts for cars,
trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports
utility vehicles

Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.

1511 Hwy 350(432) 263-5000

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons

Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE WORK

Fred Rubio

Carpet Tile Laminate Hardwood Vinyl

“All instock carpet
ON SALE!”
Come see us @ 2810 E.FM 700

Monday - Friday
9am - 5pm
432-268-0008

Hopper
Homes

"

" the carpet store

6609

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction
Room Additions
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing
Ceramic Tile « Installation &
Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR

Custom Wood Decks,

Remodel, Carpenter,

Painting, Plumbing,
Minor Electrical

FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

We Dig
And Move
Trees, Lot
Clearing. i

Call Us For Your Landscaping Needs
Decker Farm Supply

& Nursery
Stanton ¢ 756-3444

Gary Lee
Raking Leaves
Mowing, Tilling
Tree Trimming
Hedges
Hydromulching
Fescue Grass
Clean Flower Beds

Call 432-264-0299

CLEAN YARDS & ALLEYS,
CLEAN OUT STORAGE SHEDS,
HAULING, TILLING, TREE
TRIMMING & STUMP REMOVAL

Scoggin Lawn Service

267-5460

CELL

816-6150

Southwestern A-1 Pest

Control
Since
1954
(432) 263 - 0441

Max F. Moore
2008 Birdwell Lane
swal pc.com New Website

mm@swalpc.com  Check It Out !!

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

Houses * Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

Reduced

1402 Main e

1003, 1011 E. 11th w' \M
A f'bw.iﬂw,'xi

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Four Seasons
Insulation & Siding

; /é// Specializing In
S E8, Wall Insulation
Thermal
Replacement

Windows & Siding

Gall 264-8610

31610

Maranatha Baptist
Academy

School Age
Pre-4-5
K-12-ACE.
Home Schooling

| Individualized
a2 Tutoring Available ¢

903 Johnson
263-7696

31609

STORAGE

LONE STAR STORAGE

Now Open

Located on I-20, 10 min.
from Big Spring.
Regular units and climate
control units available
PARK AND SELL

432-394-4499

7638
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Broker / Owner

1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Ochoa
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

Zimmerman’s

Gifts & More
GIFTS COLLECTIBLES
HOME & GARDEN
GIFT REGISTRY

25% OFF %lw ALL ITEMS
ZIMMERMANSGIFTSANDMORE.COM

432-261-2605 ..,

LIC #B14058
Alarm Systems &
Camera Systems

Spring City Security, Inc.

Security Services

6501 Craig Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 %

TONYIA GRIGG Phone: (432) 816-4421
President Fax: (432) 264-7765
Owner/Manager tonyia_lei@yahoo.com

Courier &
Guarded Service

FAST CASH

On Income Tax Refund
Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

(S) _TAX ASSOCIATES
2 406 Runnels

(Across From Bargain Mart)

(432) 264-6134

“Se Habla Espanol”
*With RAL Approval

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE

TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.
For Tree Trimming
and removal.

Call
Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

Big Spring §p,ck & Ship

Your Wrapping, Packing, and Shipping Solution

*No waiting Lines *Lots of help
* More Shipping Choices

>

UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE

_SDESES

= A A G —

Free Shipping Supplies
with all carriers !'!

Pickup Service, Moving/Packaging Supplies
Copying Services, Faxing, Photo and Doc.
Scanning, Office Supplies,Full Service Printing,
Marketing Supplies, Ad Design, Web Design,

(432) 599-8018

808 Gregg St.
Big Spring, TX 79720
bigspringpackandship.com

web designing and hosting
www.bondwebs.com

Lane Bond
2605 Ann Drive
Big Spring, TX 79720

(432) 263-4033
(432) 213-0391 cell
lane@bondwebs.com

WINDOW TINT

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600

26942

Solar Gaurd
Window Tint
5 year limited
warranty
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Help Wanted

The Colorado River Municipal
Water District seeks an experi-
enced Electrical/Electronics
Superintendent.  Responsibili-
ties include the supervision of
electrical and electronics crews
and the maintenance and re-
pair of heavy, medium and light
voltage electrical equipment,
SCADA, microwave and radio.
Successful  candidate  must
have experience in industrial
electricity and/or electronics
and communication with super-
visory experience. CRMWD is
an equal opportunity employer.
Benefits include health insur-
ance, retirement plans, and
sick, vacation and holiday
leave. Resume should be sent
to CRMWD, Attn:
Electrical/Electronics ~ Superin-
tendent Position, P.O. Box 869
(400 E. 24th Street), Big
Spring, Texas 79721-0869. Ap-
plications for employment are
available at this same address
and will be require of all candi-
dates selected for interviews.
Questions regarding this posi-
tion may be directed to Mr.
Cole Walker at 432-267-6341.

WEEKEND HOUSEKEEPER,
Sterling County Nursing Home.
Contact Diann at
325-378-2134.

Items for Sale

2 TWIN Mattress sets and box
springs. Both new. $95.00
each. Will separate. Call
432-664-8980.

2004 HAULMARK Motorcycle

Trailer.  Excelle condition,
holds 2 | 'k“ harley or-
ange and nclosed. Ask-
ing $3900.00 Call

432-263-1866.

BRAND NAME queen pillow-
top mattress set. New in plas-
tic. Factory warranty. $145.
Can delivery 432-664-8980.

FOR SALE Two Diamond
Rings. For more information
call 432-267-6537 or come by
901 Abrams.

FRESH BUFFALO meat for

sale. Shelled pecans for sale
$5.00 a pound. Call
432-263-8785.

FULL SIZE mattress set. New
in plastic. $115.00 Call
432-664-8980.

KING QUILTED Pillowtop mat-

tress se. New in plastic with

warranty.  $250.00 Delivery
Available. Call 432-664-8980.
NEED TO DO SPRING

CLEANING! Call us we buy
and sell from a small amount to
a whole household.
CROSSROADS AUCTION
432-264-9900

QUEEN ORTHOPEDIC mat-
tress set. Factory sealed with
warranty. “New” $130.00. Call
432-664-8980.

Items for Sale

TEMPUR-PUDIC TYPE mem-
ory foam mattress set. New in
plastic. Retail $1800 Must sell
for $550. Call 432-664-8980.

Lost and Found

FOUND MINIATURE Sheltie
on S. Anderson Rd. Saturday,
3-22-08. For more information

call 432-263-7310 and leave
message

REWARD! LOST Purse at
Wal-Mart, Sunday between
8:30-9:00AM. Please return no
question asked. Call
432-935-1919. Sentimental
Pictures!

Miscellaneous

$129 QUEEN orthopedic pil-
lowtop mattress and box set,
well cared for.......oovveeeeeeeeeeeennn.
Cal King-KING orthoposture
mattress set. Flame resistant.
NEW FORFEIT $230.
806-549-3110.

1994 LEGACY 26 ft. Excel with
slideouts. Good shape, extra
clean, lots of storage. Call
432-714-4878, 956-793-0161.

1999 JAYCO Designer
Camper, 37 with 3 slides, fi-
berglass.  $19,500.00. Call
(432)263-6948 for more infor-
mation.

ADJUSTABLE BED wall-hug-
ger base and mattress, list
$2770, sell $990, NEW.............
100% BONDED genuine
leather sofa/love, in original
crate, $650. Lifetime warr. Can
del. 806-549-3110.

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches,
Candelabras and florals. FREE
DELIVERY. Call Grishams
(432)267-8191.

MUST SACRIFICE formal din-

ing room table, leaf, chairs,
hutch, buffet. New in boxes.
$980. Candel........occoveveeeeennns

Mahogany Bedroom set, 6-pc.
All wood, dovetaild, List $3250.
Sacrifice $890. 806-549-3110.

NEW TAN sofa $399, love
$379, chair $299. Can sepa-
rate or $990 takes all with free

PRESSURE RELIEVING mem-
ory foam mattress and founda-
tion, warranty, can del. $440.
806-549-3110.

PILLAR POWER Wheel Chair
used only one year and in-
cludes a new battery charger
and a lift for a van. Call
432-263-0576.

FOR SALE Great Dane Pup-
pies, 5 week olds. $175.00.
First shots. Call 432-270-4156.

BARCELONA APARTMENTS
3299 MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

538 Westover

263-1252

Housing Assistance Accepted

Shroyer
Motor Go.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

il

2005 GMC Sierra Ext. Cab SLE

Silver, Cloth Interior, All Power,

One Owner, Low Miles.

2002 GMC Envoy 4X4 - Hard 2007
Hatchback -

Windows
Saver, 12K, One Owner Miles.

Loaded, Local One Owner,

53K.
*19,999

Chevrolet Aveo
Red, Power

Automatic, Gas

2007 GMC 3/4 Ton Crew Cab
- 4 Wd. Diesel,One Owner, All

Power,Leather Seats,
White w/Tan Leather.

*49,995

PONTIAC GMC

11K,

*12,999

2005 Cadillac Sedan DeVille
- Silver w/Gray Leather, All
Power, w/Sun Roof, Heated
Seats, 58K.

*19,995

8023

424 E. 3RD ¢ BIG SPRING, TEXAS
263-7625 888-263-0017

“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”
» See Our Ad In The Area Wide Phone Book »

Real Estate for Rent

RETAIL BUILDING on Gregg
Street. 2200 sqg. feet. $400.00
Per month with 1 year lease.

Please contact Lucy
432-263-5000.
THE OFFICE Building, 710

Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250.
per month with bills paid. Call
(432)770-5656 or
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale

4-5 ACRES 2 Bdr/2bath older
home newly remodeled. As is
$70K, OBO. 2 miles from town,
Call 432-213-1187.

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water
well, duplex rentals. Call
432-517-0642 for more info.

603 SOUTH 2nd in Coahoma.

2 Bedroom, 1 bath brick.
Fenced, attached carport.
$47,500.00. Call

(432)263-6948 for more infor-
mation.

900 ACRES 1.5 miles of Colo-
rado River, Highly improved.
Saba County. Beautiful Ranch.
$5,500,000.00. Call
903-326-4851,  903-872-2022
or 325-623-5651.

ACREAGE FOR sale in South
of Big Spring on the East side
of Hwy 87 and also in Coa-
homa. Call 432-263-8785.

BEAUTIFUL VICTORIAN
Home. 3 Bdrm, 1-1/2 bath,
wrap around porch, wooden
deck, house sits on 2 lots, big
back yard. 2101 Runnels.
$100K. Call 432-816-2525.

CLEAN LOT- 80X140 feet. Lo-
cated at 500 Union Street.
Best Price in Town $4,000.00.
$500.00 Down and make
monthly payment. Call Bill
Chrane (432)213-0426.

EXCELLENT CONDITION.
Great floor plan. 3 bedroom, 2
bath. 1760 sq. feet.
$123,500.00. 4121 Theo St..
Call 432-263-3135,
432-413-8656.

FOR SALE By Owner, located
in Colorado City. 2Bdr/1Bath,
carport utility room, central
heat/air. Asking $40,000. Call
Robbie at 432-267-6537 or
leave a message.

FOR SALE: 3Bdr/2Bath, 2
stall, attached garage corner
lot, fully fenced, new heat and
air, screened patio, new gas
line, good roof, 1548 sq ft.
1101 Ridgeroad. $47,500. No
owner carry. 432-264-0182 be-
tween 7 and 9PM.

GREAT STARTER/ Investment
Home. Extra Cute. 3 bdrm, 1
bath. No Owner finance. Call
for appointment
(432)816-1464.

OWNER FINANCED Houses
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore, 1518
Wood, 1114 Mulberry and 603
Circle. Easy Terms. Call Rea-
gan at 432-634-6818.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No
Problem. Call (512)940-5200,
432-631-8100.

Vehicles

2004 STARCRAFT Deck Boat,
19ft, 140hp, Lake ready wi/all
the extras. Call 432-816-3958.

92 GMC S-10 Pickup, New
Tires, V-6 Automatic and New
Paint Job. Call 432-264-0623.

99 LINCOLN Town car. White
with leather interior, 11k miles,
Very good condition.
$6,500.00. Call 432-213-5302.

HARLEY DAVIDSON 2002
Road King Classic. Screaming
Eagle Stage 1 Kit. True Duals.
Clean & low mileage.
432-816-1464.

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS

The Scorpio moon and
Aries sun combination
carries the psychic
vigilante energy of this
day. Like your favorite
action hero, with
invisible powers, our
sixth sense acts as a pair
of X-ray glasses might,
ferreting out vital
information and dead on
impressions — courtesy
of human behavior. It’s
amazing what we can
pick up on by simply

noticing.
ARIES (March 21-April
19). Human relations

could get frustrating if
you choose to feel
responsible for things
that are not your
responsibility. Listen
when others tell their
stories, and don’t worry
about how you’ll solve
the problems.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). It’s not enough to

admit your mistakes.
Legals
REQUEST FOR COMPETITIVE

SEALED PROPOSALS
DESCRIPTION: The Big Spring In-
dependent School District will re-
ceive sealed proposals for compac-
tion grouting beneath the Big
Spring Junior High School building
foundation.

BASIS OF PROPOSALS: Big
Spring Independent School District
will be utilizing the competitive
sealed proposals procurement
method as authorized by the Texas
Legislature in Senate Bill 1 and fur-
ther defined by Senate Bill 583 and
Texas Education Code, Chapter
44, Subchapter B.
Selection of the Contractor will be
based on a combination of the
listed selection criteria determined
to provide the best value to the
school district.
Address to:

Big Spring Independent

School District

708 E. 11th Place

Big Spring, Texas 79720

Attn: Debbie Green
Proposal Opening Location:

Big Spring Independent

School District

Business Office

708 E. 11th Place

Big Spring, Texas 79720
Proposal Date:

April 8, 2008
Proposal Time:

3:00 pm Local Time
Proposal Documents will be avail-
able beginning March 25, 2008.
Project Manual and Specifications
documents may be secured from
the school district’'s Business Of-
fice, 708 East 11th Place, Big
Spring, Texas 79720, phone num-
ber (432)264-3620. A proposal will
be presented for consideration to
the Board of Trustees on April 10,
2008 at 5:15 pm at their regularly
scheduled board meeting. The Big
Spring Independent School District
reserves the right to accept or re-
ject any or all proposals.
#5728 March 25 & April 1, 2008
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2005 FORDF250 b o

Powerstroke Diesel.

*24,995

Free GORGEN X

5

700 Auto Sales

2900 E. FM 700 » 267-AUTO (2886)

In House or Bank Financing Available

(432) 263-1284

ReALTORS’

Big Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

QUALITY AND COMFORTABLE LIVING is reflected throughout
this spacious 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Highland South home.
Large living and dining area with breakfast bar, beautiful
built-in china cabinet, WB fireplace, landscaped yard with cir-
cle drive, sprinkler system, cinder block fence and double
garage. Over 2,000 living sq. ft.

Call Joe Hughes @ (432) 270-7871 for an appointment today.

110 W. Marcy

900 SCOTT

8025

You have the ability to
profit from them! Every
time your plan doesn’t
work out, you get one
step closer to coming up
with a genius plot.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Let go of old baggage,
and be rid of it
immediately. There’s no
time to auction it on the
Internet or put it in your
next garage sale. Just
drop it and kick it to the
curb.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). The prize goes to the
one who doesn’t give up,
and today, that’s you.
You may complain or
even temporarily despair,
but you will not let go of
the issue until you have
a happy resolution.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Your personable attitude
attracts the needy ones,
though the needs are not
obvious. Observe closely.
If you're dating, tonight,

here’s the recipe for
perfection: Chill out.
Dine in. Find escape in a
story.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You are so focused
now that everything you
take on will bring you
closer to the person you
want to be. Consider this

and suddenly the
mundane tasks, like
weeding the garden or
paying a Dbill, are

amazingly pleasurable.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). There are certain
requirements that must
be met in order for you
to do your job properly.
You seize control of the
situation to makes sure
that what’s needed is
delivered, and in a timely
manner.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Your world may have
changed quite a while
ago, and now awareness
catches up as you
recognize that a behavior
you'’ve been repeating
makes no sense in the
present context of your
life.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). It’s tempting to
say that you are lost.
You're not lost. You have
wound up in exactly the
place where your
attention has taken you.
All you have to do now is
place your attention on
home and you’ll soon be
back there.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). If you’re going
to commit yourself to
exert a great amount of
energy, you need a
reason. You need a prize.
Contests and any
situations with high
stakes will appeal to you.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Do you have the
feeling that you ought to
be making a living doing
something other than
what you’re doing? No
matter how foggy this
concept may seem to you
now, spend time with it.
Write down your
thoughts.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Every living thing
has a force field around
it. Today, yours is
remarkably balanced and
bright. Others sense this,
evidenced by the surge of
interest  you'’re now
getting for yourself and
your work.

© 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

Annie’s Mailbox -

Dear Annie: My father
passed away suddenly of
complications following
surgery. We are all very
upset, but my mother is
suffering most of all. She
and Dad did everything
together. They were best
friends and never
wavered in their love for
each other throughout
their 42 years.

I have one sibling, a 36-
year-old brother who is
an alcoholic and
recovering heroin addict.
He is on methadone.
While Dad was in the
hospital, my brother and
I had a terrible fight. I
can honestly say he
started it. He is bipolar
and not taking his
medication and flies off
the handle at the drop of
a hat.

Today, my brother
asked Mom if he could
move back in with her.
He says he’ll live in a
camper in her yard, even
though he’ll have no
running water or other
basic necessities. I object
to this because he is not
going to make Mom’s life
easier.

He will disrupt things
just like he did when he
was younger. My mom’s
television would not be
hers, her kitchen would
not stay clean, and she’d
have more laundry and
headaches to deal with.

Am I wrong to object?
Dad would not allow my
brother to live there and
I think Mom should
honor Dad’s intentions.
I'm looking like the bad
guy here. — Trying To
Protect Mom

Dear Trying: You are
right to be worried, but
ultimately, this is not
your decision to make.
Although he may indeed
become a burden, your
brother also is company
at a time when Mom is
lonely and vulnerable to
his request to move in.

Discuss your concerns
lovingly with your
mother, and see if she is
fearful of your brother
and needs your help to
keep him away. If not,
you will have to let her
make up her own mind
and try to accept the

result graciously. (And
please resist the urge to
say “I told you so” when
things go south. She’ll
need your support.)

Dear Annie: I've been
married for 29 years and
my husband is an
alcoholic. His company
went out of business five
years ago. After three
years of being
unemployed, he got a
menial job, but quit after
two months. At his next
job, he called in sick so
often, the boss told him
he was on probation. So
he quit.

Now he sits on the
couch all day and night
staring at the TV. He will
occasionally wash a load
of laundry, but otherwise
does nothing around the
house. He does not help
pay any bills. He will not
go to the doctor. I've
made appointments and
he cancels them. He tried
counseling a few years
ago, but decided he was
smarter than they were

and stopped. He
absolutely refuses to look
for a job.

My family and friends
wonder why I don’t leave
him. The answer is, I
think he would end his
life and I couldn’t live
with the guilt. But I fear
by not doing anything
I'm somehow making it
worse. He is not a danger
to himself or anyone else
— he is just existing. I
need to know what to do.
— Need Help

Dear Need Help: You
are not responsible for

what your  husband
chooses to do with his
life. However, we

understand your fear
that he may not survive
and we can tell that you
still care about him.
Your husband sounds
severely depressed —
which is not uncommon
with alcoholics, who
often use liquor to self-
medicate. Keep
encouraging him to talk
to his doctor, and also
contact Al-Anon (al-
anon.alateen.org) at 1-888-
4-AL-ANON (1-888-425-
2666) and ask for help.

© 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.
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Musharraf swears in Pakistani Prime Minister

Gilani as US envoys meet new leaders

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) — President Pervez
Musharraf swore in a loyalist of slain ex-leader
Benazir Bhutto as prime minister Tuesday, while two
top American envoys held talks with Pakistan’s old
and new leaders in what some viewed as an ill-timed
visit.

Yousaf Raza Gilani, who will front a new govern-
ment vowing to cut back the U.S.-backed president’s
powers, took the oath from Musharraf at a stiff cere-
mony in Islamabad.

Seated side-by-side on a raised dais and flanked by
two honor guards with white and gold-braided uni-
form, Gilani followed the president’s lead in reading
the oath of office.

Members of Gilani’s party chanted “Long Live

Bhutto!” after the formalities were complete.

Musharraf betrayed no emotion during the ceremony
but gave Gilani a firm handshake and chatted amiably
with him as they headed for refreshments in the pres-
idential palace.

Social Security and Medicare trustees provid-

ing update on finances of benefit programs

WASHINGTON (AP) — The trustees of Social
Security and Medicare are certain to kick off a fierce
round of debate when they release their annual assess-
ment of the fiscal health of the government’s two
biggest benefit programs.

The battle will be waged not only between the
Democratic-controlled Congress and President Bush
but also in this year’s presidential campaign, where
the issue is expected to attract a lot of attention in

light of the looming retirement of 78 million baby
boomers.

All sides will try to use Tuesday’s report to score
political points, but that is probably as far as the
debate will go — at least until a new president takes
office next year.

Bush, who had vowed to make overhauling Social
Security a top priority of his second term, will almost
certainly leave office with that goal unfulfilled given
that Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson, his point per-
son on the issue, has not made any headway with
Democrats in Congress in finding a compromise to
resolve the pension program’s fiscal problems.

Democrats contend that Bush lost valuable time after
his 2004 re-election pushing a plan to allow younger
workers to direct their payroll tax contributions into
private accounts, an idea that went nowhere in

Congress.

CLINTON

Continued from Page 1A

of a greeting ceremony at
the airport, but instead
we just ran with our
heads down to get into the
vehicles to get to our
base.”

According to an
Associated Press story at
the time, Clinton was
placed under no extraor-
dinary risks on the trip.
And one of her compan-
ions, comedian Sinbad,
told The Washington Post
he has no recollection
either of the threat or
reality of gunfire.

When asked Monday
about the New York sena-
tor’s remarks about the
trip, Clinton spokesman
Howard Wolfson pointed
to Clinton’s  written
account of it in her book,
“Living History,” in
which she described a
shortened welcoming cer-
emony at Tuzla Air Base,
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

“Due to reports of
snipers in the hills
around the airstrip, we
were forced to cut short
an event on the tarmac
with local children,
though we did have time

DEMS

Continued from Page 1A

but you’re not going to
hear any campaign
speeches from the candi-
dates who are running
for office.”

For more information
on the local convention,
contact Gore at 264-7805.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

to meet them and their
teachers and to learn how
hard they had worked
during the war to contin-
ue classes in any safe spot
they could find,” Clinton
wrote.

“That is what she wrote
in her book,” Wolfson
said. “That is what she
has said many, many
times and on one occasion
she misspoke.”

Asked about the issue
during a meeting with the
Philadelphia Daily News’
editorial board on
Monday, Clinton said she
“misspoke.”

“I went to 80 countries,
you know. I gave contem-
poraneous accounts, I

wrote about a lot of this
in my book. You know, I
think that, a minor blip,
you know, if I said some-
thing that, you know, I
say a lot of things — mil-
lions of words a day — so
if T misspoke, that was
just a misstatement,” she
said.

A spokesman for rival
Barack Obama’s cam-
paign questioned whether
Clinton misspoke, saying
her comments came in
what appeared to be pre-
pared remarks for the
Iraq speech. His cam-
paign’s statement includ-
ed a link to the speech on
Clinton’s campaign Web
site with her account of

running to the cars.
Clinton’s campaign said
what is on the Web site is
not the prepared text, but
a transcript of her
remarks, including com-
ments before the speech
in which she talked about
the trip to Bosnia.

Obama spokesman
Tommy Vietor said in a
written statement that
Clinton’s Bosnia story
“joins a growing list of
instances in which
Senator Clinton has exag-
gerated her role in foreign
and domestic policymak-
ing.”

The Obama campaign
statement also links to a
CBS News video of the

Bosnia trip posted on
YouTube, which shows
Clinton and her daughter,
Chelsea, walking across
the tarmac from a large
cargo plane, smiling and
waving, and stopping to
shake hands with
Bosnia’s acting president
and greet an 8-year-old

girl.
“This is something that
the Obama campaign

wants to push ‘cause they
have nothing positive to
say about their candi-

date,” Wolfson said
Monday.
Clinton’s written

account contradicts her
comments last Monday
about the welcoming cere-

mony.

Just after the speech,
Clinton reaffirmed the
account of running from
the plane to the cars when
she was asked about it
during a news conference.
She said was moved into
the cockpit of the C-17
cargo plane as they were
flying into Tuzla Air
Base.

“Everyone else was told
to sit on their bulletproof
vests,” Clinton said. “And
we came in, in an evasive
maneuver. ... There was
no greeting ceremony,
and we basically were
told to run to our cars.
Now, that is what hap-
pened.”

PETS

Continued from Page 1A

support the dog’s midsec-
tion with a padded saddle,
and are secured with a
shoulder yoke and chest
strap. Most dogs have
rear-wheel carts to com-
pensate for lame hind
legs, though a growing
number of front-wheel
carts are being ordered
for animals with front-leg
problems.

Donna Blain’s 7-year-old
Maltese named Gizmo
hopped and hobbled on
his deformed front legs
before she adopted him a
year ago. She ordered his
cart after learning the odd
gait had damaged his
spine and would have
required surgery.

Now he wheels himself
around for hours on side-
walks, in parks and any-
where he can find treats
and praise.

“He’s into everything,”
said Blain, of Woodstock,
Conn. “He just wants to
live, after all those years
of really hobbling and not

being able to get where he
wanted to be.”

Eddie and Leslie
Grinnell, founders of
Eddie’s Wheels, built

their first pet wheelchair
in 1989 when their 10-
year-old Doberman,
Buddha, lost the use of
her rear legs because of
disc disease and spinal
problems.

Their veterinarian,
impressed by Buddha’s
revived mobility and
vitality, started referring
others to the Grinnells. In
1998, they started their
own business.

Similar wheelchair
makers can be found in
Montana, Maryland,

Oregon, Washington and
elsewhere. Most dog carts
start around $250 and can
exceed $500 based on the
size of the dog, while the
cost of wheelchairs for
other animals can vary
depending on the type
and size of animal.

Since launching the
business, Eddie’s Wheels
has shipped carts world-
wide — the largest to a
220-pound Saint Bernard
in Great Britain — and

has made wheelchairs for
several cats, a ferret,
alpacas, goats, sheep, a
rabbit and a possum.

They even keep a supply
of tiny wheels on hand for
a gerbil or hamster.

Veterinarian Derek Fox,
a University of Missouri
professor specializing in
orthopedic surgery for
dogs, cats and other small
animals, said pets that
once would have been
irreversibly crippled are
benefiting from a variety
of advancements:
improved hip and joint
replacements, better
physical therapy and
wheelchairs.

“Even if a treatment is
expensive, these are peo-
ple who say they’ll do
anything to keep their pet
moving, to keep them
happy, to keep their qual-
ity of life up,” he said.

Many of the dogs who
need the chairs become
disabled from degenera-
tive myelopathy, a neuro-
logical disease common
in German shepherds,
golden retrievers,
Labradors and other large
sporting breeds. Others,

OFFENDERS

Continued from Page 1A

will be an additional
crime-fighting tool, others
worry that making places
of employment easily
accessible could harm
offenders who are trying
to succeed.

“The more information
people have about who
may potentially have
access to their children,
the better that is,” Mange
said.

State Attorney General
Greg Abbott has said
employment status and
location for registered sex
offenders are public infor-
mation.

Helga Dill, chairwoman
of Texas Citizens United
for Rehabilitation of
Errants, said that posting
specific information
about jobs could be poten-
tially “devastating.”

She said that convicted
felons already have diffi-
culty finding jobs, but
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when the information is
public, “these employers
are not going to even look
at the capability of this
offender.”

Rebecca Bernhardt,
director of policy develop-
ment for the American
Civil Liberties Union of
Texas, said the fundamen-
tal issue is whether pro-
viding employment infor-
mation “makes us more
safe or less safe.”

“If it leads to offenders
losing their jobs, that’s
destabilizing — even in
anybody’s life. And if

we’re concerned about the
risk of folks re-offending,
being less connected, not

Bobby's Git Deluee,

Visit Us
at

www.bobbysgiftsdeluxe.com

having gainful employ-
ment, not having a roof
over your head — these
are things that put people
in a more vulnerable posi-
tion if they’re susceptible
to having run-ins with the
law.”

But in the North Texas
town of Mansfield near
Fort Worth, some resi-
dents said they’re glad
they’ll be able to keep a
closer eye on a registered
sex offender in their
neighborhood.

“The guy comes and
goes at very odd hours,”
said Steve Kyle, a father
of two who helped orga-
nize a recent neighbor-

6668

hood meeting about the
sex offender. “In our com-
munity, we’d at least be
able to know if he’s work-
ing, and if we Kknew
where he was working, it
might give you some indi-
cation of when he would
be coming and going.”

like Corgis and
Daschunds, are vulnera-
ble to disc and spine prob-
lems that eventually leave
them lame.

“Dogs don’t understand
why this is going on, but
they’re very accepting:
‘Oh, this is the way I am
today.” So when we put
them in the cart, they're
like: ‘Oh, now I'm back to
normal. I can go where I
want,” Leslie Grinnell
said.

That was the case with
Max, an 8-year-old
German shepherd whose
owners, Gordon and
Linda Landry of Granby,
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said his degenerative
myelopathy left him
dejected and hobbling
behind their other dog,
Molly.

As he tried his new cart
for the first time, the dog
whimpered at the door to
go outside and promptly
wheeled his way down the
walkway, around the
parking lot and past
Molly as she peered at
him from the Landrys’
truck.

“This just amazes me,”
Linda Landry said as she
watched him, laughing at
his vigor. “We never get
to see him like this any-
more. It’s like having a
younger Max back.”

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Affordable
pre-need plans

432-263-4400
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ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
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for a redress of grievances.”
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March Madness
coming to town
In MHMR event

eems like virtually everyone develops a case

of March Madness to some degree or another

when the NCAA’sRoad to the Final Four gets

under way each year. And while the Road to
the Final Four doesn’t lead through Dorothy Garrett
Coliseum, but the home of the Howard College’s
Hawk programs will be the site for lots of basketball
Friday during a day-long tournament sponsored by
The Howard County Association for Retarded
Citizens, Howard College and West Texas Centers for
MHMR..

But it will be much more than just a basketball
tournament. That’s why the coliseum will be filled
with some of the most enthusiastic fans anyone has
seen at a local basketball event in years.

“It’s not just a basketball tournament,” said
WTCMHMR CEO Shelley Smith. “The tournament is
just a backdrop for the many accomplishments set
on such a grand stage for the athletes, cheerleaders
and coaches.”

The Fourth Annual “Hoops, Dreams and Goals”
will boast a field of eight teams from the region play-
ing competitive basketball as well as other special
events.

Tip-off is set for 9 a.m. at center court when four
teams start off their own version of March Madness.
Big Spring Mayor Russ McEwen, State Rep. Joe
Heflin and Stefanie Wilkerson, representing Stat
Sen. Kel Seliger, will be on hand to assist in the
event’s opening ceremonies.

Teams competing include many returning from
last year’s field: the Sweetwater Rattlers, Snyder

Wildkatz, Seminole Pink Panthers, Ballinger
Longhorns, Monahans Warriors and Big Spring
Heat.

But more is at stake than bragging rights. There
will be lots of plain, old-fashioned fun with cheer-
leaders, coaches, managers and spectators.

Anyone who would more information or who
would like to volunteer should contact Rodney Jones
at 263-9795 or e-mail him at
Rodney.Jones@wtcmhmr.org.

The event is is one way West Texas Center’s cele-
brates Mental Retardation Awareness Month.

Smith says she just wishes everyone would come
out and watch the games.

We’ll echo that sentiment.

One doesn’t have to spend the full day, but be
warned, all that fun and excitement is infectious.

In fact, it’s down right addictive.

Just ask Smith. She calls the event the “highlight
of her year.”

In other words, you won’t be disappointed.

How To ConTtAcT Us

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer
several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

* By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

* Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

* Sign your letter.

« Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes.

» We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

» We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per
30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered.

* Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson

May we take charge and run with the ball to Your end,
Lord.
Amen

Why preparedness won’t work

omeland Security’s latest

list of cities eligible for

anti-terrorism disaster

funding just came out. In
municipal circles, it was like the
Oscars, only with more money. To
be included, as our city mysteri-
ously was, means but
one thing to local offi-
cials — pork. It’'s a
chance to buy up
communications,
computer and trans-
portation equipment
that the local finance
board would other-
wise never swallow.

Ever since 9/11,
arm-wrestling over
which towns get to
share the swag has
become a major part of disaster
planning. Other than the largest
cities, no town really expects to be
hit, and they’re right. So, they fig-
ure, why not just go for the bucks?
Nature’s disasters present a dif-

ferent slant. We do know they’ll
occur; we just don’t know where.
So how much is worth preparing
for? It’s plain that tornados will
obliterate a certain number of
towns and trailer parks each year.
But will a state’s citizens be game
to pony up for a stockpile of trail-
ers, portable classrooms, or mobile
kitchens ahead of time, or to pay
on-call construction workers after-
wards to put things quickly back
to rights? No way. We’ll continue
to muddle through just as we
always have, thank you.

WILLIAM A.
COLLINS

And what about hurricanes?
They’re bigger. Well, when one
devastates suburbia we figure that
neighboring police, fire, and
National Guard units can save the
necessary lives and the Red Cross
can feed and tent the victims.
Insurance companies will eventu-
ally pay for home repairs. And
builders will swoop in from sur-
rounding states to grab up the
work. FEMA, with luck, will pay
to repair or replace at least some
of the public structures. Sure, it’s
a hassle if your home is gone, but
it all sort of works out. At any
rate, the system reinforces the
value of staying on good terms
with your extended family, espe-
cially the ones who live on high
ground.

Then there’s Katrina. The disas-
ter shouldn’t have been that bad,
but being poor and black, New
Orleans never had a chance. First
priority was always a clear ship-
ping channel for Midwestern grain
and Gulf oil. Barrier islands were
sacrificed, levee protection was
sacrificed, and in the end, the
whole low-income part of the city
was sacrificed. Indeed, in the
trade, it’s called an “urban sacri-
fice zone.”

But mostly you don’t get sacri-
ficed unless you're poor. The
hotels and casinos in New Orleans
are being rebuilt lickety-split. So
are the spiffy residential areas. No
need to sacrifice them. But public
housing is finished. Over 4,500
units are being torn down as we
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speak, with no serious plan for
replacement.

This means that the Katrina
diaspora that scattered displacees
to the winds, is now permanent.
While the middle class may get
trailers to start life anew, the poor
are now Texans, Mississippians,
Tennesseans and the like. Great
news for the Louisiana Republican
Party.

The same rules apply worldwide.
Whether tsunamis in Aceh,
cyclones in Bangladesh, floods in
China, or landslides in Pakistan,
there is no will to gather up
money ahead of time to prepare.
And since the poor will always be
the chief victims, who cares? Aid
will pour in from international
agencies to feed those they can.
God bless them. But “developing”
nations themselves have bigger
fish to fry than their own disaster
victims.

Thus disasters are pretty much
the same everywhere. If there’s
advance money to be had, every-
body wants to grab some for their
own purposes. If there are limits
on cash to rebuild, let’s stiff the
poor.

If preparing properly means rais-
ing taxes, forget it. One way or
another, the world will survive,
but no one wants to pay for it.

Columnist William A. Collins is a
former state representative and a
former mayor of Norwalk, Conn.

DISTRIBUTED BY
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Everyman’s mortgage crisis

ddly, Washington politi-
cians are talking less
about confronting the
pending entitlement cri-
sis now — after the “silver tsuna-
mi” has begun and the first baby
boomer filed for Social Security
benefits — than they
did 15 and 20 years
ago.
The Concord
Coalition, the biparti- %
san fiscal watchdog

scorecard that rated _
members of Congress [
on votes that
addressed America’s
federal budget prob-
lems. The Concord
Coalition’s executive
director, Robert
Bixby, told The Chronicle’s editor-
ial board last week that his outfit
eventually had to give it up. “We
couldn’t find enough votes,” Bixby
explained.

Comptroller General David
Walker estimates that Washington
has promised $53 trillion in Social
Security and Medicare benefits
without funding them. In real dol-
lars, that means every American
— this means you — owns a
$175,000 share of the federal debt.
It’s as if you have a second mort-
gage — for a home you don’t own.

These days, there has been much
finger-pointing at a system that
allowed lenders to issue mortgages

o

DEBRA
SAUNDERS

that violated the basic tenets of
fiscal responsibility. How is it,
people now ask, that banks could
issue so many loans to buyers for
homes they could not afford?

How indeed? Washington contin-
ues to authorize retirement and
medical benefits without putting
aside the money to pay for them.
Editorials and think tanks sound
the alert. Yet you hear little public
complaint about the situation.
Even in a presidential election
year, voters are not demanding
that White House hopefuls
promise to balance the books.

If the sky falls, will Americans
then ask why they were not
warned? Every year of inaction
adds another $2 trillion to $3 tril-
lion to the tab, noted Alison
Acosta Fraser of the right-leaning
Heritage Foundation.

Alice Rivlin of the left-leaning
Brookings Institution is the fourth
member of the Concord Coalition’s
“Fiscal Wake-Up Tour.” Asked
what presidential hopefuls Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Barack Obama
and John McCain propose to do
about the pending crisis, Rivlin
answered that essentially “they’re
ignoring it almost completely.”

“It’s easy to give away ice
cream,” noted Walker, who is
resigning on March 12 so that he
can campaign on this moral issue.
Entitlement spending reform is
spinach.

In the 1980s, then-House Speaker

Tip O’Neill pronounced Social
Security as the “third rail” of
American politics — as any politi-
cian who touched the dicey issue
risked death.

Today, unfunded entitlements
are the invisible rabbit of
American politics; only a few fey
folk see them. If there were a par-
tisan angle to the controversy, no
doubt one party would embrace
reform. But because any solution
will require both spending cuts
and tax increases, entitlement
reform is not a winning issue.
Real reform would break the new
American compact between politi-
cians and their partisans — which
is that only adherents to the other
party will have to compromise.

That’s how Washington dug this
hole. No spending cuts. No tax
hikes. Debt on autopilot, com-
pounded annually. Walker warns
that unless the next president
takes on the entitlement problem
from Day One, “We're in trouble.”
We are in trouble. Today, you
hear more about unfunded federal
liabilities than you heard about
the pending mortgage crisis two
years ago. But Washington is not
acting. And if this story reaches
critical mass, then everyone will
be in default.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.

COPYRIGHT 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE INC.
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Refmery s health reflected in birds that call it home

en the windows, house
and we shook in unison,
the outcome was
inevitable. It had to be the
refinery. Rising dark smoke confirmed
our suspicion.

As we drove to an out-
look from which to view
the fire, we knew the dam-
age would be extensive.
Art’s 34 years in the engi-
neering department had
prompted both of us to
leave without breakfast,
even our coffee, in order
to see the effects to “our
refinery.”

From a hill that gave an
uncluttered view of the
entire facility, we saw
more than the billowing darkness that
announced a massive failure. While
Art was mentally assessing the differ-
ent areas involved, I watched for the
familiar signs of life.

As the helicopters circled the plant, I
finally found the ever present fluttering
I had hoped to see. Pesky as tumble-
weeds, the resilient rock doves had not
only survived the blast, but were look-
ing for another roosting sight.

Between occasional bursts of conver-
sation as we passed the binoculars
back and forth, I thought back to the
various birds we had handled from the
confines of the refinery. Drenched in
crude oil, a cattle egret had been the
impetus for our long involvement with
avian populations. An open pit had
been its fatal attraction.

BEBE

McCASLAND

Enjoying its home in the pipe support of the wet gas compressor at the cat cracker, a rock
dove watches the numerous trucks and workmen that arrived after the explosion. Its typi-
cal blue gray coloration is enhanced by iridescent neck feathers, black wing bars and a

band across its tail.

Parent’s Corner:

Our introduction to the American
kestrel, commonly known as a sparrow
hawk, had been from the fledglings
wandering through the alkylation unit.
Towers had provided not only an

Courtesy photo

acceptable elevation but a safe environ-
ment for the mother bird and her
nestlings. Jumping from the structures
during their first attempts at flight, the
youngsters had rested on the ground
and strayed in spite of their parent’s
prodding.

Leaving the hillside to grab a quick
brunch, we returned to our vantage
point. Even with the fires under con-
trol, we still wanted to be there. More
memories surfaced, especially of the
water birds that had mistaken slick,
wet slabs of concrete for a pond’s sur-
face. Grebes and teals had quickly been
referred to us.

When an employee had told us about
yet another water bird, he started by
saying, “Now, it’s not a duck. Not a
goose. But it’s fat and short.” Asking
him about color and its beak, he
answered, “That bird is dark, dark
gray, with a black head. Has a short
white beak. It’s an old.....uh, old...”
“Coot,” I replied. “Yeah, an old coot!”

Found at the storm water pond, the
American coot was on a pipe spanning
the catchall. When approached, it went
into the water. Refinery personnel had
drained the pond to reach the bird.
Diving into the oily sludge at the bot-
tom, the coot was a mess to say the
least.

Late one evening, another water bird
had needed attention. Found with oil
on its feathers, the shift crew had
taken the duck to a kitchen area in the
maintenance barn. Bathing the bird
numerous times, they dried it as much
as they could with a stack of rags.
After heating the oven to a low temper-
ature, they placed a non-flammable
material on the opened door. On top of

See BIRDS, Page 6A

The changes brought on by a stranger in the house

received a very

intriguing story the

other day that I

would like to share
with you.

It went like this: A few
years after I was born,
my Dad met
a stranger
who was
new to our
small Texas
town.

From the
beginning,
Dad was
fascinated
with this
enchanting
newcomer
and soon
invited him
to live with our family.

The stranger was
quickly accepted and was
around from then on.

As I grew up, I never
questioned his place in
my family. In my young
mind, he had a special
niche. My parents were
my instructors: Mom
taught me good from evil
and Dad taught me to
obey. But the stranger,
he was our storyteller.
He would keep us spell-
bound for hours on end
with adventures, myster-
ies and comedies.

If I wanted to know
anything about politics,
history or science, he
always knew the answers
about the past, under-
stood the present and
even seemed able to pre-
dict the future!

He took my family to
the first major league
ball game.

He made me laugh and
he made me cry.

The stranger never
stopped talking, but Dad
didn’t seem to mind.
Sometimes, Mom would
get up quietly while the
rest of us were shushing
each other to listen to
what he had to say and
she would go to the
kitchen for peace and
quiet. (I wonder now if
she ever prayed for the
stranger to leave.)

Dad ruled our house-
hold with certain moral

DARRELL
RYAN

convictions, but the
stranger never felt oblig-
ated to honor them.
Profanity, for example,
was not allowed in our
home, not from us, our
friends or any visitors.

Our longtime visitor,
however, got away with
every word imaginable,
and some four-letter
words that burned my
ears and made my dad
squirm and my mother
blush.

My Dad didn’t permit

the liberal use of alcohol.

But the stranger encour-

aged us to try it on a reg-
ular basis. He made ciga-

rettes look cool, cigars
manly and pipes distin-
guished. He talked freely
(much too freely!) about
sex. His comments were
sometimes blatant, some-

times suggestive and gen-

erally embarrassing.
I now know that my

early concepts about rela-

tionships were influenced our family. He has blend-
strongly by the stranger.
Time after time, he
opposed the values of my
parents, yet he was sel-
dom rebuked and never
asked to leave.

More than 50 years
have passed since the
stranger moved in with

ed right in and is not
nearly as fascinating as
he was at first.

Still, if you could walk
into my parents’ den
today, you would still
find him sitting over in
his corner, waiting for

someone to listen to him he has.

talk and watch him draw
his pictures.

His name, well we just
call him, “TV.”

He now has a partner
whom we call
“Computer.”

It appears that she will
change our lives just as

Makes us think just
how much our lives have
been touched by these
strangers, huh?

Darrell Ryan is director
of federal programs for
the Big Spring
Independent School
District.
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Posthumous citizenship for U.S. troops Killed
in Iraq brings conflicted feelings for families

By HELEN O’NEILL
AP Special Correspondent

A young, ambitious
immigrant from
Guatemala who dreamed
of becoming an architect.
A Nigerian medic. A sol-
dier from China who
boasted he would one day
become an American gen-
eral. An Indian native
whose headstone displays
the first Khanda, emblem
of the Sikh faith, to
appear in Arlington
National Cemetery.

These were among more
than 100 foreign-born
members of the U.S. mili-
tary who earned
American citizenship by
dying in Iraq.

Jose Gutierrez was one
of the first to fall, killed
by friendly fire in the
dust of Umm Qasr in the
opening hours of the inva-
sion.

In death, the young
Marine was showered
with honors his family
could only have dreamed
of in life. His sister was
flown in from Guatemala
for his memorial service,
where a Roman Catholic
cardinal presided and top
military officials saluted
his flag-draped coffin.

And vyet, his foster
mother agonized as she
accompanied his body
back for burial in
Guatemala City: Why did
Jose have to die for
America in order to truly
belong?

Cardinal Roger Mahony
of Los Angeles, who over-
saw Gutierrez’s service,
put it differently.

“There is something ter-
ribly wrong with our
immigration policies if it
takes death on the battle-

field in order to earn citi-
zenship,” Mahony wrote
to President Bush in
April 2003. He urged the
president to grant imme-
diate citizenship to all
immigrants who sign up
for military service in
wartime.

“They should not have
to wait until they are
brought home in a cas-
ket,” Mahony said.

But as the war contin-
ues, more and more
immigrants are becoming
citizens in death — and
more and more families
are grappling with deeply
conflicting feelings about
exactly what the honor
means.

Gutierrez’s citizenship
certificate — dated to his
death on March 21, 2003,
— was presented during a
memorial service in
Lomita, Calif., to Nora
Mosquera, who took in
the orphaned teen after he
had trekked through
Central America, hopping
freight trains through
Mexico before illegally
sneaking into the U.S.

“On the one hand I felt
that citizenship was too
late for him,” Mosquera
said. “But I also felt grate-
ful and very proud of
him. I knew it would open
doors for us as a family.”

“What use is a piece of
paper?” cried Fredelinda
Pena after another emo-
tional naturalization cere-
mony, this one in New
York City where her
brother’s framed citizen-
ship certificate was hand-
ed to his distraught moth-
er. Next to her, the infant
daughter he had never
met dozed in his fiancee’s
arms.

Cpl. Juan Alcantara, 22,
a native of the Dominican
Republic, was killed Aug.
6, 2007, by an explosive in
Bagouba. He was buried
by a cardinal and eulo-
gized by a congressman
but to his sister, those
tributes seemed as hollow
as citizenship.

“He can’t take the oath
from a coffin,” she
sobbed.

There are tens of thou-
sands of foreign-born
members in the U.S.
armed forces. Many have
been naturalized, but
more than 20,000 are not
U.S. citizens.

“Green card soldiers,”
they are often called, and
early in the war, Bush
signed an executive order
making them eligible to
apply for citizenship as
soon as they enlist.
Previously, legal resi-
dents in the military had
to wait three years.

Since Bush’s order,
nearly 37,000 soldiers
have been naturalized.
And 109 who lost their
lives have been granted
posthumous citizenship.

They are buried with
purple hearts and other
decorations, and their
names are engraved on
tombstones in Arlington
as well as in Mexico and
India and Guatemala.

Among them:

* Marine Cpl. Armando
Ariel Gonzalez, 25, who
fled Cuba on a raft with
his father and brother in
1995 and dreamed of
becoming an American
firefighter. He was
crushed by a refueling
tank in southern Iraq on
April 14, 2003.

e Army Spc. Justin
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AP photo/Mary Altaffer
Congressman Charles Rangel, D-N.Y., left, presents Cpl. Juan Alcantara’s mother Maria
Alcantara, center, and sister Fredelinda Pena, his Certificate of Naturalization during a spe-
cial Citizenship Day naturalization ceremony in this Sept. 17, 2007, file photo in New York.
Alcantara died Aug. 6 in Baqubah, Iraq, of wounds suffered from an improvised explosive
device.

Onwordi, a 28-year-old
Nigerian medic whose
heart seemed as big as his
smiling 6-foot-4 frame and

blown up in Baghdad on U.S. military so much he
Aug. 2, 2004. planned to make a career
e Army Pfc. Ming Sun,

20, of China who loved the See CITIZENS, Page 7A

who left behind a wife
and baby boy. He died
when his vehicle was

BIRDS

Continued from Page 5A

that the duck was placed
so her feathers could dry
completely. By the time
we arrived, the female
had an audience of men
on their break. Enjoying
the warmth, she seemed
perfectly contented to
spend the night.

After having run some
errands, we returned
once again to the hill.
Through the binoculars,
the flight of the rock
doves indicated that
although temporarily
homeless, they would be
persistent in their intent
to reside within the
refinery. While some
birds sought lofty abodes,
others water, the feral

pigeons were descendants
of the first birds to be
domesticated around
4,500 B.C. In the early
1600s, their ancestors had
been introduced to this
country. They felt
empowered.

With food readily avail-
able from the grains
hauled by passing trains
and seeds from surround-
ing fields, the pigeons
sustained their existence
and population by the
seemingly endless num-
ber of open pipe supports
for nesting.

When a plant manager
had asked me how to go
about relocating the
birds, any recommenda-
tion I offered came with
a large price tag. Closing
every pipe, or metal bar-
riers for a plant that size
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presented a prohibitive
cost. Poisons were elimi-
nated because hawks and
owls would readily take
available prey.

Later that evening,
thought was given to the
refinery and its wildlife.
Over the years, pits had
been netted or covered,
non-functioning towers
removed, and the plant
had become cleaner and
safer. Ironically, it
seemed that out of bad
came good. Whether
through planned
improvements or untime-
ly explosions, the refin-
ery grew in safety and
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© Puzzles by Pappocom

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

9|2 7
8 1

production.

Retirement offered gen-
erations of men and
women a rest, while oth-
ers accepted the chal-
lenges. Despite the noise
and aromas, birds were
always there. As long as
there were pipes to perch
on, towers, available food
and water, feathered
friends would co-exist.
The health of the refin-
ery seemed to be reflect-
ed in the birds that per-
sisted in calling it home.

1
4 7
3

Qo

2

Bebe McCasland is fed-
erally and state licensed
to rehabilitate wild birds.
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“Laura on Life: Recognizing that you are fashion-blind

. 110t @ANISWET the
one question I
use to determine
whether I should

or send her back to her room
to try again. In my mind, if
it’s uncomfortable, it’s proba-
bly fashionable, so that’s how I

Therefore, I must assume
that the women who wear the
current trends never pick up
anything or they are not as

to tell me they’d be late. I wor-
ried about them all night.

OK, then ... getting back to
the point: I wouldn’t know

was blessed with many
wonderful things in my
life, not the least of which
is my family. One thing

that I am sadly lacking in, wear one of them: heavily endowed in the north fashion if it slapped me in the  judge.
however, is fashion sense. I “How do I keep as I am. Too much freedom for face with her perfectly mani- “Isn’t that uncomfortable,
am reminded of this lack each the “girls” from my northerly assets is likely to  cured hand. honey?”
time I go to a mall and realize falling out of result in them straying from My 10-year-old daughter prob- “No...it’s not.”
that any outfit that is dis- that?” A simple the fold, so to speak. ably has more fashion sense “Well then, you’d better go
played on those creepy man- misstep while I learned that lesson years than I do. Unfortunately, I change.”
nequins is not one that I would LAURA bending over to ago when I allowed them to don’t really know if she does It’s not so much of a problem
find myself wearing, unless I SNYDER pick up a two- wander and they decided to go  or not. When she appears with the boys in my family.
did it accidentally. liter of soda that out on the town without me. It before me every morning wear- After all, they wear mostly

I am assuming that those — fell off my gro- wouldn’t have bothered me so ing her latest clothing concoc-  jeans and a t-shirt with some
outfits portray the current cery cart could be much, but they had a curfew tion, I don’t know whether to
trends, but most of them do a disaster! of 1 a.m. and they never called applaud her unorthodox style See LAURA, Page 8A

in high-security jobs, they ship within two years of Fernando Suarez del giving speeches and ney toIraq. He had to see
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out of it, boasting that he
would rise to the rank of
general. He was killed in
a firefight in Ramadi on
Jan. 9, 2007.

e Army Spc. Uday
Singh, 21, of India, killed
when his patrol was
attacked in Habbaniyah
on Dec. 1, 2003. Singh was
the first Sikh to die in
battle as a U.S. soldier,
and it is his headstone at
Arlington that displays
the Khanda.

e Marine Lance Cpl.
Patrick O’Day from
Scotland, buried in the
California rain as bag-
pipes played and his 19-
year-old pregnant wife
told mourners how hon-
ored her 20-year-old hus-
band had felt to fight for
the country he loved.

“He left us in the most
honorable way a man
could,” Shauna O’Day
said at the March 2003
Santa Rosa service. “I'm
proud to say my husband
is a Marine. I'm proud to
say my husband fought
for our country. I'm
proud to say he is a hero,
my hero.”

Not all surviving family
members feel so sure.
Some parents blame
themselves for bringing
their child to the U.S. in
the first place. Others
face confusion and resent-
ment when they try to
bury their child back
home.

At Lance Cpl. Juan
Lopez’s July 4, 2004,
funeral in the central
Mexican town of San Luis
de la Paz, Mexican sol-
diers demanded that the
U.S. Marine honor guard
surrender their arms,
even though the rifles
were ceremonial. Earlier,
the Mexican Defense
Department had denied
the Marines’ request to
conduct the traditional 21-
gun salute, saying foreign
troops were not permitted
to bear arms on Mexican
soil.

And so mourners, many
deeply opposed to the
war, witnessed an extra-
ordinary 45-minute stand-
off that disrupted the
funeral even as Lopez’s
weeping widow was hand-
ed his posthumous citi-
zenship by a U.S. embassy
official.

The same swirl of con-
flicting emotions and
messages often overshad-
ows the military funerals
of posthumous citizens in
the U.S.

Smuggled across the
Mexican border in his
mother’s arms when he
was 2 months old, Jose
Garibay was just 21 when
he died in Nasiriyah. The
Costa Mesa police depart-
ment made him an hon-
orary police officer, some-
thing he had hoped one
day to become. America
made him a citizen.

But his mother, Simona
Garibay, couldn’t conceal
her bewilderment and
pain. It seemed, she said
in interviews after the
funeral, that more value
was being placed on her
son’s death than on his
life.

Immigrant advocates
have similar mixed feel-

4 ings about military ser-

vice. Non-citizens cannot
become officers or serve

note, and yet the benefits
of citizenship are regular-
ly pitched by recruiters,
and some recruitment
programs specifically tar-
get colleges and high
schools with predomi-
nantly Latino students.

“Immigrants are lured
into service and then
used as political pawns or
cannon fodder,” said Dan
Kesselbrenner, executive
director of the National
Immigration Project, a
program of the National
Lawyers Guild. “It is sad
thing to see people so des-
perate to get status in this
country that they are pre-
pared to die for it.”

Others question
whether non-citizens
should even be permitted
to serve. Mark Krikorian
of the conservative Center
for Immigration Studies,
argues that defending
America should be the job
of Americans, not non-cit-
izens whose loyalty might
be suspect. In granting
special benefits, includ-
ing fast-track citizenship,
Krikorian says, there is a
danger that soldiering
will eventually become
yet another job that
Americans won'’t do.

And yet, immigrants
have always fought — and
died — in America’s
wars.

During the Cvil War,
the Union army recruited
Irish and German immi-
grants off the boat. Alfred
Rascon, an illegal immi-
grant from Mexico,
received the Medal of
Honor for acts of bravery
during the Vietnam war.
In the 1990s, Gen. John

Shalikashvili, born in
Poland after his family
fled the occupied
Republic of Georgia,

became chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

After the Iraq invasion,
the U.S. Embassy in
Mexico fielded hundreds
of requests from
Mexicans offering to fight
in exchange for citizen-
ship. They mistakenly
believed that Bush’s order
also applied to nonresi-
dents.

The right to become an
American is not automat-
ic for those who die in
combat. Families must
formally apply for citizen-

the soldier’s death, and
not all choose to do so.

“He’s Italian, better to
leave it like that,” Saveria
Romeo says of her 23-
year-old son, Army Staff
Sgt. Vincenzo Romeo,
who was born in
Calabria, died in Iraq and
is buried in New Jersey.
A miniature Italian flag
marks his grave, next to
an American one.

“What good would it
do?” she says. “It won't
bring back my son.”

But it would allow her
to apply for citizenship
for herself, a benefit only
recently offered to surviv-
ing parents and spouses.
Until 2003 posthumous
citizenship was granted
only through an act of
Congress and was purely
symbolic. There were no
benefits for next of kin.

Romeo says she has no
desire to apply. She says
she couldn’t bear to bene-
fit in any way from her
son’s death. And besides,
she feels Italian, not
American.

Solar just feels angry —
angry at what he consid-
ers the futility of a war
that claimed his only son,
angry at the military
recruiters he says courted
young Jesus relentlessly
even when the family still
lived in Tijuana.

His son was just 13,
Suarez del Solar said,
when he was first dazzled
by Marine recruiters in a
California mall. For the
next two years Jesus
begged the family to emi-
grate and eventually they
did, settling in Escondido,
Calif., where the teen
signed up for the Marines
before he left high school.

Lance Cpl. Jesus Suarez
Del Solar was 20 when he
was Kkilled by a bomb in
the first week of the war.
He left behind a wife and
baby and parents so bitter
about his death that they
eventually divorced.

Today, his 52-year-old
father has become an out-
spoken peace activist who
travels the country orga-
nizing anti-war marches,
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working with counter-
recruitment groups to dis-
suade young Latinos from

for himself the dusty
stretch of wasteland
where his son became an
American.

joining the U.S. military.
“There is nothing in my
life now but saving these
young people,” he says.
“It is just something I feel
have to do.”
But first he had to jour-
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In tears, he planted a
small wooden cross. And
he prayed for his son —
and for all the other
immigrants who became
citizens in death.

Sale Starts
March 24th

ALL CAN FRUIT & VEGETABLES
NO GALLONS PLEASE

BUY 2 GET

SOPHIAS COOKIES

10.5-0Z. - 13-OZ. PKG.

COLGATE TOOTHPASTE

5.8-0Z.

¢
4T LS VP 89
HORMEL PARTY TRAYS $349
28-0Z.

HICKORY COUNTRY
BACON

123,

PORK SAUSAGE PATTIES
ON THE BORDER TORTILLA CHIPS

9-0Z.

HORMEL PORK LOIN ROAST
WHITMAN BOX CHOCOLATES

12-OZ. SAMPLER

. 09°
2/89¢
s 89°
$249

TEX FRESH
ORANGES

18-LB.
BAG

8007

$399

euweﬁ%zm Madry Motorplex -£%;

2002 'I'IIYII'I'A HIIIIIIINEII

2003 GMC YIII(ON

60K, LEATHER, 4 BUCKETS

__2005 TOVOTA TUNDRA _

CREW, LIMITED, TEXAS PACKAGE, LOADED, LEATHER, 53K

2001 GRAND \'I'I'AIIA

AUTO., 4 WHEEL DR., SUPER MPG

2004 WRANGLER UNLIMITED

AUTOMATIC, 4X4, EXTENDED.

2003 01500 m

LS. LOADED, AFT. MKT WHEELS

2003 ESCALADE ESV

LOADED, 70K, EXTRA NICE

2008 GMC EII\")Y

10K, 3RD SEAT, LIKE NEW

2007 c 1500 I}IIEW LS

FACTORY WARRANTY, 16K MILES

2007 GIIIIYSIEII 300

17K, FACTORY WARRANTY




tuesday page 8a

3/25/08

8A

10:15 AM

Page 1 Macintosh HD:Desktop Folder:

—p—

FEATURES

BiG SPRING HERALD

Tuesday, March 25, 2008

“Electricity, diesel, fertilizer prices tough on farmers

By BETSY BLANEY
AP Agriculture Writer

LUBBOCK South
Plains cotton producer
Don Langston is eager for
a “big rain.”

Without it he’ll have to
keep irrigation pumps
running to water thou-
sands of acres of dusty,
parched land so there’s
enough moisture to plant
this year’s crop in a cou-
ple of months.

He figures he’ll spend as
much as $50 more an acre
than he did last year,
when rainfall was plenti-
ful, even by West Texas
standards.

“We're going to have to
have a good crop just to
break even,” Langston
said. “I'm OK. Just need a
big rain.”

But for Langston and
other agriculture produc-
ers across the U.S., elec-
tricity costs aren’t the
only concern. Diesel fuel
and fertilizer prices are
also weighing on them.

Last year, a farmer
could buy a ton of fertiliz-
er for about $450; the
price tag is now closer to

LAURA
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smart aleck comment on
it. Although, I have come
to the realization that
the amount of jean mate-
rial touching the floor
and the subsequent lack
of jean material covering
their behind is, in fact, a
fashion issue. They pull
the jeans down, we pull
them up. Down. Up.
Down. Up. It’s like con-
stantly adjusting a set of
mini-blinds.

Other than that, fash-
ion for boys is not as dif-
ficult a terrain to tra-
verse as girls’ fashion.
Thank goodness for that,
because three of my boys
are color blind. There
are times, however,
when they use this hand-
icap as a convenient
excuse for a fashion faux
pas. Years ago, one of
them wore a plaid
bathing suit with a
striped t-shirt. This look
has probably been in
fashion at some point in
history — in fact it may
be “in” now and I would-
n’t know it — but at the
time, it hurt my eyes. So
I told him that stripes
don’t go with plaid. He
retorted indignantly,
“Well, how was I sup-
posed to know that, I'm
color blind!” Apparently,
he was also temporarily
pattern blind.

Of course, I know there
are fashion rules that
concern the popularity of
a certain name displayed
on an article of clothing
and the sticker price of a
pair of sneakers.
However, these are rules
that I blatantly
ignore...on purpose;
which is why the fashion
police have a warrant
out for my arrest. They
want to give me a frontal
lobotomy, dress me in
Vera Wang and install
me in a Macy’s display
window. That should
answer your questions as
to whether those creepy
store mannequins are
real or not.

You can reach Laura at
Isnyder@lauraonlife.com,
or visit her website
www.lauraonlife.com for
more columns and info
about her books.

Classified ads
get results!
Put them
to work
for you.
Call
263-7331

$1,000, American Farm
Bureau Federation chief
economist Bob Young
said.

And when farmers and
ranchers start up their
machinery, their wallets
will feel lighter.

Last year, 500 gallons of
diesel cost between $500
and $800. This year it will
cost about $1,500 to fill
that same tank.

Most of the hikes in
agriculture — as in other
sectors — involve higher
energy costs. Fertilizer is
made from natural gas,
for which prices have
increased sharply.

“It’s pretty difficult to
figure out when it’s going
to stop,” said Colorado
City cotton producer
Woody Anderson, a for-
mer chairman of the
National Cotton Council.

“Who knows when things
are going to level off?”

Corn producers in West
Texas also are feeling the
pinch. Billy Bob Brown,
who will grow corn and
cotton near the town of
Panhandle, 30 miles
northeast of Amarillo,
said it’s going to cost him
46 percent more to plant
700 acres of corn.

Most of that is fertilizer,
he said.

By his calculations he’ll
get $1.98 back for every
dollar he puts into his
corn crop. That’s up from
the $1.33 he made last
year for every buck he
spent.

“You can see we’re not
making quite as much
money as people think,”
the 69-year-old said. “The
need for a risk manage-
ment is extremely impor-

tant because of our high
inputs.”

Langston said his elec-
tricity costs will go up
again during the growing
season as utility compa-
nies add a surcharge
using pump engines’
horsepower during
their peak usage months.

That’s why early rain is
critical.

“We could very well see
a dry start which means
producers will have to
start watering from the
time they plant, instead of
having that bank of mois-
ture,” said Shawn Wade,
spokesman for the Plains
Cotton Growers, which
serves 41 counties on the
South Plain, the world’s
largest contiguous grow-

ing patch.
Brown’s emphasis on
risk management

includes weather that’s
typical in West Texas dur-
ing spring.

“If a fellow were to
catch a hail storm and
lose a crop you’d have one
heck of a financial loss,”
Brown said.

Portions of Texas, the
nation’s leading cotton
producing state, have
moved back into drought
conditions, in part
because of a La Nina
weather pattern that
brings warmer and drier
weather patterns.

A two-year dry period in
Texas ended in 2007, the
seventh wettest year on
record and 10 inches over
the normal average rain-
fall. Lubbock is currently
about .75 inches behind
normal, compared to 2.5
inches above normal this
time last year.

The state was expected
to plant half (4.8 million
acres) of the nation’s fore-
cast 9.5 million acres.
Texas’ tally is a drop of
2.3 percent from last year;
the U.S. number is a 12
percent decrease from
2007.

Producers also are won-
dering whether they’ll see
a completed farm bill any
time soon. The cotton
industry is pushing for
safety net similar to one
in the bill that officially
expired in the fall.

Congress voted to
extend that to April 18,
and there has been talk of
extending it another year.

“That’s the big question
mark in all of our minds,”
Anderson said. “The
uncertainty of not having
a farm bill certainly adds
to the anxiety.”
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