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Downes, TEA meet

Agency mulls complaint against superintendent

By STEVE REAGAN

Staff Writer

Big Spring Independent School
District Michael Downes had his
chance to answer charges of mis-
conduct Tuesday afternoon.

Downes and his attorney met in
Austin with investigators from the
Texas Education Agency regard-
ing allegations of improper rela-
tionships with students.

The complaint, filed by former
BSISD employee Jamie Owen with

| the State Board of
W Educator Certification
4 in late 2007, accused
| Downes of inappropri-
§ ate conduct with stu-
dents at a previous stop
in his educational
career more than 15
years ago.

Downes, who assumed
superintendent duties at BSISD in
2002, and other district officials
have consistently declined com-
ments on this case since it sur-

Downes

faced.

Grapevine attorney Neal Adams,
who has represented Downes in
this matter, expressed confidence
that state officials will return a
finding favorable to his client.

“We went into the meeting quite
confident of where we stood, and
based on the questions we were
asked, I feel we were pretty much
on the right course,” Adams said.

The particulars of the complaint

See DOWNES, Page 3A

PHILLIPS TIRE

SERVING THE REGION SINCE 1938

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins

Emergency personnel redirect traffic at the intersection of Third Street and Goliad Tuesday morning following a traffic
accident involving a GMC pickup and a Dodge Ram pickup. Only minor injuries were reported at the scene.

Discount ends Thursday

on Health Fair booth rental

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Organizations wishing to pur-
chase booth space at this year’s
Howard County Health Fair still
have a short time to do so at a dis-
count.

Officials with the Big Spring
Area Chamber of Commerce,
which coordinates the event, said
Thursday is the final day to pur-

chase booth space for $80.

After that, booths will cost $100
until March 28, at which time no
more reservations will be taken,
Executive Director Debbye
ValVerde said.

Around 50 organizations have
secured booth space for this year’s
fair, scheduled for April 12 at
Dorothy Garrett Coliseum.

ValVerde said there is plenty of
space still available.

“We have room for 65 organiza-
tions,” she said. “So far, every-
thing is going well. We just want
to make sure that groups that
want to rent space at the fair con-
tact us within the next few days.”

ValVerde said a new corporate
sponsor, Air-Evac Lifeteam, has
joined a list that includes Alon
USA, Big Spring Herald, KBST,

See BOOTHS, Page 3A

Flee attempt
earns felony

escape

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer

A routine hearing
turned into a chase
Tuesday morning when a
Big Spring
man escaped
custody and
scampered two #
blocks from [§ &
the 118th
District
Courthouse
before officers
caught him.

According to
Mike Welling, director of
Howard County’s Pre-
trial Bonding program,
19-year-old Ruben Alvarez
was in the district court-
room consulting with his
attorney when he decided

Alvarez

charge

to make a run for it.

“While he was in the
courtroom it came in that
he had a warrant for his
arrest, so I called across
the street to the sheriff’s
office and asked them to
send someone over to
escort him to the jail,”
said Welling. “At that
point, Alvarez was con-
sulting with his attorney
and was not in handcuffs
or any other restraint. At
that point he decided he
wasn’t going to stick
around.”

Welling said he strug-
gled with Alvarez, who
was wanted on a charge
of felony theft.

See ESCAPE, Page 3A

Narcotics bust
puts five in jail

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer

The Big Spring

700 block of E.

ing five arrests.
According to Sgt.
Tony Everett, public
information officer
with the BSPD, offi-
cers served the war-
rant at 705 E. 13th
Street at approxi-
mately 2 p.m., the
result of a month-
long investigation.

Police
Department Narcotics Unit exe-
cuted a search warrant in the
13th Street
Monday, netting crack cocaine
and marijuana, as well as mak-

Foster

Wilbon

Lewis Martinez

“The search warrant was the result of a one-month
investigation of drug sales from the house,” said
Everett. “Officers discovered a quantity of crack
cocaine and a small amount of marijuana, which
resulted in the arrest of five people.”

Those arrested included:

¢ Jonathon Paul Wilbon, 36, of 705 E. 13th St.,

See BUST, Page 3A
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By PAUL J. WEBER
Associated Press Writer

DALLAS — Airlines faced
passenger backlogs
Wednesday from hundreds of
flights canceled by severe
Texas storms that flooded
streets and left rescuers
searching for a teenager who
was apparently swept down a
creek drainage pipe.

The 14-year-old boy
remained missing after a

friend, who swam to safety,
told authorities he saw him
carried by fast-moving
waters Tuesday in the creek
where they had been playing,
according to the Mesquite
Fire Department.

More than six inches of
rain deluged areas around
Dallas on Tuesday, according
to the National Weather
Service. That included
record rainfall at Dallas-Fort
Worth International Airport,

where more than half of 950
scheduled flights were can-
celed.

By early Wednesday morn-
ing, DFW airport had opened
all security checkpoint lanes
in preparation for an early
rush of stranded passengers.
Airport officials said the
backlog flights would take
most of Wednesday to
unwind.

“Everybody did a great job
overnight of hanging in there

and trying to get some rest,”
airport spokesman Ken
Capps said. “The airlines
will be working the lines
early to try to get as many
people rebooked and out of
here as quickly as possible.”

Cots and blankets were
given to stranded travelers
overnight. The airport early
Wednesday also received sev-
eral hundred new passengers

See FLOOD, Page 3A
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IN BRIEF

Crossroads high
school varsity
sports calendar

TODAY

(Note: Big Spring’s
baseball game against
Fort Stockton was can-
celed Tuesday due to
inclement weather. The
Steers will play an
extra game against
Chickasha, Okla. at 1
p.m. today at Steer
Park.)

THURSDAY

Big Spring baseball
vs. Chickasha, Okla., 1
p.m.

Big Spring softball at
Hobbs, N.M., TBA

Coahoma baseball
vs. Merkel, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY

Big Spring softball at
Brownwood, TBA

Forsan baseball at
Morton Tournament
through Saturday.

MONDAY

Forsan baseball at
Winters, 4:30 p.m.

Forsan softball wvs.
Eldorado, 5 p.m.

Big Spring Country
Club hosting

3-person scramble

The Big Spring
Country Club is host-
ing a 3-person scram-
ble April 5 and 6 with
a 1 p.m. shotgun start
on both days.

Entry fee is $60 per
player plus a golf cart,
however, private carts
are welcome.

Entry includes a bar-
becue lunch on the
course for the first day
of the tournament.

The field will be
flighted by first-round
score and the number
of flights will be deter-
mined by the number
of entries.

An optional cash
players pool will be
available for both
rounds.

Call the Pro Shop at
267-5354 for details.

Crossroads of
West Texas Golf

Classic scheduled

The Big Spring
Chamber of Commerce
and ATMOS Energy
are sponsoring the
Crossroads of West
Texas Golf Class to be
held at the Big Spring
Country Club May 17
and 18.

The tournament is
limited to the first 100
paid teams with a two-
man scramble format
being used.

A handicap is
required and the tour-
ney will be pre-flight-
ed by a tournament
committee and local
golf pro.

Entry fee is $180 per
team. All entries are to
be paid in advance.

The fee includes
access to the ATMOS
Energy hospitality

tent, free beverages, a
barbecue Ilunch for
both days, an after-
noon shootout on May
16 and a golf goodie
bag.

Winners may receive
pro shop merchandise
at 100 percent or may
take 70 percent of win-
nings.

Call the country
club’s Pro Shop at 267-
5354 or the Chamber of
Commerce at 263-7641
for more information.

Mount St.

By JOE KAY
AP Sports Writer

DAYTON, Ohio — The Mount
finally got The Win.

Mount St. Mary’s, a Maryland
school known for getting
drubbed in its previous two
appearances in the NCAA tour-
nament, got this one started with
anice-looking win Tuesday night
in the opening game.

A 69-60 victory over Coppin
State set up a daunting second
game for the Mountaineers (19-
14), who immediately started
preparing for their next oppo-
nent.

Anybody up for playing North

Rockets

Mary’s wins Big Dance opener

Carolina? In its own backyard,
no less?

“I envisioned playing against
them when I was little,” said
guard Jeremy Goode, a Carolina
native who led the way with 21
points. “To play against them
means a lot.”

It means a season that seemed
to be a lost cause only a few
weeks ago can go on for at least
a few more days.

The Mountaineers won their
last five games to shed their los-
ing record and make the tourna-
ment, then got the one victory
that’s always been well out of
reach. In its two other NCAA

blasted,

Celtics shoot down Houston’s
historic run with 94-74 win

By CHRIS DUNCAN

AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON — It took the NBA’s
best team to end the Houston
Rockets’ 22-game winning streak.

Kevin Garnett and the Boston
Celtics stopped the Rockets’
remarkable run in emphatic
fashion Tuesday night, pulling
away in the second half for a 94-
74 victory.

Garnett scored 22 points and
Paul Pierce added 20 as Boston
handed Houston its first loss
since a 97-89 defeat to Utah on
Jan. 27. The Rockets then put
together the NBA’s second-
longest winning streak, which
ended 11 victories shy of the
1971-72 Los Angeles Lakers, who
won 33 in a row.

“Our names will be mentioned
there with Hall of Fame people,”
said Houston point guard Rafer
Alston. “We have something to
tell our kids.”

It was only Houston’s second
loss in 28 games and its fourth
since a 97-93 loss in Boston on
Jan. 2, a game Tracy McGrady
sat out with a knee injury. The
Rockets also lost for the first
time in 11 games since Yao Ming
went out with a season-ending
foot injury on Feb. 26.

The Rockets were finally
doomed by poor shooting and
mistakes that they overcame dur-
ing their streak with hustle and
solid defense.

“I'm too close to the situation
right now to really appreciate,”

Rockets forward Shane Battier
said. “When I’'m old and gray and
can’t dribble this basketball any-
more, I think I'll appreciate it.
Right now, we’re still in a playoff
run and have got some dogs
barking at our heels.”

Boston blanketed McGrady all
night, holding Houston’s remain-
ing All-Star to eight points on 4-
for-11 shooting. Other Rockets
had routinely picked up the
slack during the seven-week run
whenever McGrady struggled,
but the Celtics never let that hap-
pen.

The Rockets scored a season-
low 34 points in the second half
on 11-for-33 shooting.

“It’s not disappointing,”
McGrady said. “It’s a hell of a
team over there. They outplayed
us. I've never seen a defense like
that. I mean, if they play defense
like that, night in and night out,
the NBA is in trouble because
that was defense at its finest.”

Luis Scola scored 15 for
Houston, which had a 15-game
home streak snapped. Only the
1985-86 Rockets, who won 20
straight at The Summit, had a
longer home-court streak in fran-
chise history.

Reserve Leon Powe added 21
points for the Celtics, who’ve
won 13 of their last 14 games, the
last three without All-Star guard
Ray Allen, who’s out with a sore
left ankle.

See ROCKETS, Page 3B

games, Mount St. Mary’s lost to
Kentucky by 46 points in 1995
and to Michigan State by 23 in
1999.

“It’s a relief,” said Kelly
Beidler, who had 15 rebounds. “It
just felt good to say we’ve actual-
ly won an NCAA game.”

No time to savor it.
Tournament reality hits on
Friday, when the Mount plays
the top-seeded Tar Heels in
Raleigh. Fans in the crowd of
8,464 at University of Dayton
Arena held up signs calling on
the play-in winner to “Bury N.
Carolina.”

Tough chance for that. A 16th

seed has never taken down a No.
1.

But, that’s something for later.
For a few sweet minutes on
Tuesday night, Mount St. Mary’s
got to savor its breakthrough
over another Maryland school,
located about 60 miles away.

Coppin State (16-21) became the
first team to reach the tourna-
ment with 20 losses, and the
Eagles played as if they were in
over their heads during the clos-
ing minutes. With the pressure
on, they went five minutes with-
out scoring, allowing Mount St.

See HOOPS, Page 4B

streak ends at 22

AP photo/Bob Levey
Boston Celtics forward Kevin Garnett (5) goes up to dunk the ball as
Houston Rockets forward Luis Scola (4) defends during the fourth quarter
of a basketball game Tuesday in Houston. The Rockets 22-game win streak
ended as the Celtics beat the Rockets, 94-74.

Mavs rally falls short, Lakers win 102-100
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AP photo/Tony Gutierrez

Los Angeles Lakers guard Sasha Vujacic, left rear, fouls Dallas Mavericks
guard Jason Terry (31) as Kobe Bryant looks on in the second half of an
NBA basketball game in Dallas, Tuesday. The Lakers won 102-100.

o

By JAIME ARON

AP Sports Writer

DALLAS — Kobe Bryant took a
pass in the lane and spun toward
a defender, flicking the ball over
his head once his back was
toward the basket. The ball hit
the glass, caromed off the rim
and fell into the net.

Just like that, the Los Angeles
Lakers were up by 25 points mid-
way through the third quarter.
And the momentum the Dallas
Mavericks thought they’d built
with five lopsided wins over
lousy teams seemed silly.

Dirk Nowitzki and the Mavs
ended up making things interest-
ing all the way to the final
buzzer, but it wasn’t enough to
change the outcome. The Lakers
won 102-100 Tuesday night, end-
ing a skid of three losses in four
games and putting them back
into a tie with Houston for the
best record in the Western
Conference.

“It’s a big win for us,” Bryant
said. “We had to stop the bleed-
ing. We got a big lead, but it was-
n’t the way we wanted to close
out the game. But we got the
win.”

Bryant scored only nine of his
29 points in the second half. He

(ﬁ also jammed his hip. An injury

to an MVP front-runner could be
devastating considering this was
Los Angeles’ second straight
game without Pau Gasol and
before the game coach Phil

Jackson said emerging center
Andrew Bynum probably won’t
return until the playoffs.

“I’'m good. I'm straight,” Bryant
said. “I jammed my hip into the
socket. It hurt for a minute and
then released. I'm fine.”

With Bryant slowed at the end,
Vladimir Radmanovic stepped
up, scoring 10 of his season-high
21 points in the final quarter. His
spurt included three 3s, all of
them while the Mavericks were
challenging the biggest come-
back in team history.

Dallas made only 12 shots in
the first half and scored just 38
points. It was so bad that some
fans booed and others chanted
MVP for Bryant. Jessica
Simpson, sitting in the front row
with beau Tony Romo, was in
jeopardy of being blamed for
another loss by one of her home-
town teams.

But the Mavs closed the third
quarter on a 14-1 run, then
opened the fourth with a 9-2
spurt. They pushed again at the
end, with consecutive 3-pointers
from Nowitzki making it 98-97
with 41 seconds left. A long 3 by
Jason Terry got Dallas within
101-100 with 4.9 seconds to go.

Derek Fisher made one of two
fouls shots after that, giving the
Mavericks a chance to win it or
take their chances in overtime —
like when the teams met in Los
Angeles two weeks before.

See NBA, Page 3B
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Obituaries

Ricardo Chavez

Ricardo Chavez, 90, of Midland, for-

merly of Big Spring, died Tuesday,
March 18, 2008, at his residence.
Funeral mass will be at 2 p.m. today,
Wednesday, March 19, 2008, at St.
Thomas Catholic Church. Vigil services
will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday at Myers &
™ Smith Chapel. Graveside services will
be at 2 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 20, 2008, at
:| Mount Olive Memorial Park.
He was born April 2, 1917, in
Candalaria to Maria and Tiofilo Chavez. He married
Petra Porras May 28, 1949, in Pecos. They moved to
Big Spring in 1951 from Pecos. Petra preceded him in
death Dec. 4, 2004. He worked at Webb Air Force Base
for 30 years. He was a member of St. Thomas Catholic
Church, St. Joseph’s Society and was also a
Cursillista.

He is survived by three daughters, Maria Sanchez
and her husband, Ray, and Margarita Vasquez and her
husband, Manuel, all of Midland, and Elida Rodriguez
and her husband, Everardo, of Big Spring; two sons,
Joe Chavez and J.C. Chavez, both of Midland; four
brothers, Pedro Chavez of Balmorhea, Francisco
Chavez of Artesia, N.M., Pancho Chavez of Odessa and
Abel Chavez of Pecos; four sisters, Rosa Dominquez
and Eva Baeza, both of Pecos, Maria Tercero of Odessa
and Paula Gomez of Midland; 23 grandchildren; and 44
great-grandchildren.

In addition to his parents and wife, he was preceded
in death by one son, Ismael Chavez; two grandchil-
dren; two brothers, Miguel Chavez and Juan Chavez;
and three sisters, Juanita Ortiz, Petra Porras and
Donicia Nunez.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

Sandra Duenzl

Sandra Duenzl, 69, died Thursday, March 13, 2008, in
Weatherford.

Services were held at 10 a.m., Monday, March 17,
2008, at Horseshoe Bend Baptist Church. Burial was in
DFW National Cemetery.

Sandra was born March 27, 1938, in Coahoma, the
daughter of Howard and Mary Reid. She was a mem-
ber of Horseshoe Bend Baptist Church and Horseshoe
Bend Ladies Auxiliary Volunteer Fire Dept. She
retired from Tekni-Kut Corp as a partner with her
husband.

Sandra was preceded in death by her parents; broth-
ers Quinon and Wallace Reid; and sisters Mildred
Menser and Bonnie Mims.

Survivors include her husband, Ernst; a son, James
Duenzl of Dallas; daughters, Mary Duenzl and
Elizabeth Chamberlain and husband,John, all of
Dallas; a step-daughter, Tzila Duenzl of California;
three grandchildren; and one great-grandson.

In lieu of flowers the family requests donations may
be made to Cook Children’s Hospital.

Arrangements were by White’s Funeral Home of
Weatherford

Ervin W, Platte

Ervin W. Platte, 79, of Houston died March 13, 2008,
in Houston. He was born May 30, 1928, in Hamilton
County to Willie and Lilly Platte.

He is survived by his wife, Lora of Houston; two
daughters and five sons, Karen and her husband,
Harvey Jones, of San Angelo, Janice and her husband,
Steve Allman, of Phoenix, Ariz., Larry and his wife,
Jackie, of Big Spring, Roy and his wife, Laurie, of Big
Spring, Kenny and his wife, Gail, of Shattuck, OKkla.,
and Clifton and his wife, Dawn, of Pflugerville; 14
grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.

Support Groups

WEDNESDAY

e RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic
pain disease), a new support and informative group
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 264-1213 for more
information.

THURSDAY

e Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;
women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY

* AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.
at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m.
until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY

e Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting,
615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each
month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
e Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon
at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

MONDAY

e Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and
widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-
5239.

~==2 Crab Grass Preventer
: Plus
Lawn Food
available at

. Howard County Feed & Supply
701 E. 2nd St. 267-6411

7852
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Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 7 a.m. Tuesday and 7 a.m.
today:

« BRANDIE CASEY, 23, of New Caney, was arrest-
ed Tuesday on a charge of forgery.

« UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE
was reported in the 500 block of Westover Road.

« FRAUDULENT POSSESSION OF A CON-
TROLLED SUBSTANCE/PRESCRIPTION SCHED-
ULE was reported in the 700 block of Scurry.

« DEADLY CONDUCT/DISCHARGE OF A
FIREARM was reported in the 4200 block of
Hamilton.

* BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in
the 600 block of Goliad.

¢ AGGRAVATED ASSAULT was reported in the
1900 block of Wasson.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 37 inmates at the time of this report.

« BARRON DWAIN WARDWELL, 31, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a
charge of possession of a controlled substance.

« JOSE DAVID RIVAS, 43, was transferred to the
county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of dri-
ving while intoxicated.

* TANDI JO CASSELMAN, 24, was transferred to
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of
theft.

« JARIN LYNN RICHARDSON, 33, was transferred
to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of
aggravated assault with a deadly weapon.

« RUBEN ALVAREZ, 19, was arrested Tuesday on
charges of theft, bondsman off bond for unauthorized
use of a motor vehicle, bondsman off bond for bur-
glary of a habitation, forgery of a financial instru-
ment, bondsman off bond for forgery of a financial
instrument (two counts) and escape from custody.

e BILLY WAYNE STRICKLAND JR., 29, was
arrested Tuesday by the HCSO on a motion to revoke
probation for theft by check.

« VALENTE ROSA LOZOYA, 25, was arrested
Tuesday by DPS on a charge of driving while intoxi-

" Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

e TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the inter-
section of Third Street and Owens. Three people were
transported to SMMC.

¢« TRAUMA was reported in the 1900 block of
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

* TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the inter-
section of Third Street and Goliad. Service refused.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of Ent.
One person was transported to SMMC.

Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Tuesday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 6-8-13-22-25

Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Tuesday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order:

1-5-0-0. Sum It Up: 6

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Tuesday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order:

8-3-5. Sum It Up: 16

Weather

Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 40s. South
winds around 10 mph.

Thursday...Sunny. Highs in the mid 70s. South
winds 10 to 20 mph increasing to 20 to 25 mph in the
afternoon.

Thursday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 40s.
South winds 20 to 25 mph shifting to the southwest 10
to 20 mph after midnight.

Friday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 70s.
Northwest winds 10 to 20 mph shifting to the northeast
15 to 20 mph in the afternoon.

Friday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s.

Saturday...Mostly cloudy. Highs in the mid 70s.

Saturday night...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows around
40.

Sunday...Cloudy with a 20 percent chance of showers
and thunderstorms. Cooler. Highs in the upper 50s.

“We wish to clarify the prior notice regarding
reporting of claims resulting from the incident at
the Alon Refinery on February 18th.The prior
notice stated that claims must be reported by no
later than Saturday March 15th. In fact, the
notice was intended to state that claims would
no longer be handled over the phone after such
date. Due to the need for this clarification, the
date for submitting claims over the phone at the
below number has been extended to Monday,
March 31st. After that date, individuals wishing
to make a claim may call the number below to
receive recorded instructions for submitting a
claim in writing 1-800-451-4527.
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Bulletin Board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

WEDNESDAY

e Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

* Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth St.,
provided by InHome Care.

e Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic
Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721.

e Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. in the Scenic
Mountain Medical Center classroom for Stretch and
Tone. Call 268-4721.

e Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

* Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

» Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third St.

THURSDAY

e Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.

 Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
6479.

o (Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Association
meets at 5:30 p.m. in the RSVP office at 501 Runnels.

e League of United Latin American Citizens
LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. For more infor-
mation, contact John Ybarra at 264-1628. The public
is invited.

* American Legion Post 506 meets at 6 p.m.

 Rackley-Swords 379, Vietnam Veterans of
America meets at 7 p.m. in the Sparenburg Building,
309 S. Main St.

* Big Spring Masonic Lodge No. 1340 meets at 7:30
p.m. at 2101 Lancaster.

FRIDAY

e Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9
a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037
or 267-7281 for more information.

« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

* Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon at
the Howard College Cactus Room.

* Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 7:30
p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

Take Note

« The SMMC/FMC Relay For Life team is hosting a
scrub sale. The vendor will be selling in the hospital's
first floor classroom on Wednesday, March 26 from
7a.m. to 5 p.m. with a percentage of the proceeds going
to Relay For Life.

« American Red Cross Lifeguarding and CPR classes
will be held in two sessions this year, March 31-April
5 and April 14-19. Cost will be $125. Those interested
can sign up with Coach Randall Shaw at
rshaw3535@hotmail.com or at the Big Spring YMCA.
Times of the class will be given at the time of regis-
tration. Spots are limited and fees must be paid at reg-
istration. Individuals who register must be present for
all classes. After the first day of class, no refunds will
be given.

 Cross stitchers are needed to complete one or more
blocks of this year’s Howard County Fair quilt. All
supplies are provided. Blocks may be picked up from
Posey Cotton Office, 601 Scurry, Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to noon. For information, call 263-
1267 or 263-4980. This year’s quilt theme is
“Wildflowers of Texas.” All proceeds from the sale of
tickets for the quilt are used to defray the expenses of
the Fair. The quilt will be awarded the last night of
the fair.

e Pediatric flu vaccinations for children ages 6
months to 35 months are now available at the Texas
Department of State Health Services clinic in College
Park Shopping Center. Cost is $10, although no one
will be turned away for inability to pay. For more
information, call 263-9775.

« St. Mary’s and friends of St. Mary’s are holding a
lap blanket drive to place approximately 400 lap blan-
kets in the hands of every nursing home patient in Big
Spring. Blankets can be taken to the church office,
1001 Goliad, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday or call Connie Fowler at 267-
2713.

A beginning crochet class is being held at 6 p.m.
Wednesday in the church’s Parish Hall.

ne HERALD

SPRING
www.BigSpringHerald.com

Big Sky, Big Heart, Big Spring
432-263-7331 Missed Your Paper:

(Main Switchboard) 432-263-7335
(Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-7p.m.
432-264-7205 (Fax) Sun. 8a.m.-noon)
Ron Midkiff Publisher... Ext. 250
John A. Moseley Managing Editor... Ext. 230
Rick Nunez Advertising Manager... Ext. 229
Robert Smith Circulation Manager... Ext. 244
Tony Hernandez Production Manager... Ext. 256

The Big Spring Herald is a member of The Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce, Texas Press Association, West Texas
Press Association, Texas Daily Newspaper Association, The
Associated Press.

Published afternoons Mon. thru Fri. and Sunday mornings,
except Christmas Day. All materials copyrighted.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Big Spring Herald, P.O.
Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721. Periodicals postage paid at Big
Spring, Texas.

USPS 1431-48 USPS 0055-940 ISSN 0746-6811

BY THE MONTH HOME DELIVERY: $8.65 monthly; $93.42 year-
ly (includes 10% discount). MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: $12.50 month-

ly Howard & Martin Counties; $13.25 elsewhere.




wednesday page 2b

3/19/08 10:55 AM

2B

Page 1 Macintosh HD:Desktop Folder:

—p—

SPORTS

BiG SPRING HERALD

Wednesday, March 19, 2008

Torres victorious in 22 seconds

=y

Courtesy photo
Big Spring MMA 51/50 fighter Nathan Torres (left) has his arm raised after winning a mixed martial arts contest in

Alabama March 8. Torres defeated his opponent in 22 seconds with the use of arm bar submission. Torres’ brothers,
Joe and Angel, were also victorious in fights on the same night. MMA 51/50 instructor Kevini Maumau also won a
match against a much larger opponent. Maumau stands at 5-8 and weighs 240 pounds. His opponent was 6-5 and 390

pounds. Still, Maumau came out with the win. All four fighters return to Alabama in May for their next contest.

Mendoza makes case for *
spot in Rangers’ rotation

Herald Staff Report

SURPRISE, Ariz. —
Luis Mendoza made his
strongest case yet to earn
the final spot in Texas’
rotation.

One of three candidates
to become the Rangers’
fifth starter, Mendoza
allowed two hits and one
run over five innings
Tuesday in an 11-6 victo-
ry over Oakland that
snapped the Athletics’
seven-game winning
streak.

“I’'m trying to throw the
most innings I can and
mix all my pitches,” said
Mendoza, who had
allowed nine runs and
nine hits in 6 2-3 innings
before Tuesday. “I think
that’s what they’re look-
ing for — to show I can
pitch in the big leagues.”

The right-hander’s five-
inning stint was the
longest by a Texas starter
this spring.

“Other than the one
inning in Colorado he’s
been real good,” manager
Ron Washington said.
“He’s got good stuff, man.
He kept his stuff for the
whole time he was out
there. That tells you right
there he’s made adjust-
ments.”

Jeff Fiorentino led off

the game with a sharp
single to center but was
retired by Mendoza on a
double-play grounder by
Kurt Suzuki. Chris
Denorfia doubled to start
the third for Oakland’s
other hit off Mendoza and
later scored.

A’s starter  Justin
Duchscherer went four
innings, allowing six
runs on four hits with
two walks and four strike-
outs. The right-hander
gave up four consecutive
hits in the second inning
as the Rangers extended a
1-0 lead to 3-0.

“I honestly felt like I
consistently hit the spots
I wanted to hit,” said
Duchscherer, whose 2007
season was cut short by
hip surgery in July. “My
arm feels good and my
hip feels good.”

Daric Barton’s third
home run of the spring in
the sixth pulled the A’s
even at 4, but the Rangers
scored one run in the bot-
tom half and three more
in the seventh. Adam
Melhuse added a three-
run homer in the eighth
for Texas.

Corey Brown hit a solo
shot in the ninth for the
Athletics.

See MLB, Page 4B
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HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Police and other emergency response personnel attempt to extricate persons from their vehicle following a two-car acci-
dent at the intersection of Third and Owens streets Tuesday morning. Three people were transported to Scenic Mountain
Medical Center with unspecified injuries.

BUST

Continued from Page 1A

charged with possession of a con-
trolled substance — more than four
grams, less than 200 grams in a
drug free zone and failure to iden-
tify — giving false information.

e Markisha Jordan, 19, of 705 E.
13th St., charged with possession of
a controlled substance — more
than four grams, less than 200
grams in a drug free zone.

» Linda Foster, 30, of 705 E. 13th

St., charged with possession of a
controlled substance — more than
four grams, less than 200 grams in
a drug free zone.

o Kirsten Lewis, 23, of 300 S.
Settles, charged with possession of
a controlled substance — more
than four grams, less than 200
grams in a drug free zone.

e Angela Martinez, 18, of 807
Wyoming, charged with possession
of a controlled substance — more
than four grams, less than 200
grams in a drug free zone, a
Beeville warrant for a probation
violation and failure to identify as

“Each
are first
fact the

Everett.
able by
exceed $
Jenkins

mail a
ald.com

a fugitive from justice.

of the possession charges

-degree felonies due to the

residence is in a drug free

zone because of its distance from
Big Spring High School,”

said

A first-degree felony is punish-

five to 99 years to life in

prison, with a possible fine not to

10,000.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas

at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by e-
t citydesk@bigspringher-

ESCAPE

Continued from Page 1A

“We struggled in the
court, all the way out to
the front door,” said
Welling. “Once we got to
the front steps of the cour-
thouse, that was it. He
was gone.”

Welling said Alvarez
ran east on Fourth Street,

quickly setting several
law enforcement officers
on his trail.

“Wayne Wright from
the Big Spring Police
Department was the first
one to run in pursuit of
him (Alvarez),” said
Welling. “A few minutes
later, deputies from the
sheriff’s office and sever-
al BSPD officers were in
pursuit, as well. He man-

aged to get to an area just
south of the city water
office, which is where
officers caught him.”

In addition to the felony
theft charge, Welling said
Alvarez is now looking at
a charge of felony escape.

No injuries were report-
ed as a result of the chase,
although the struggle may
have complicated recent
surgery Welling under-

went.

“I just had surgery on
my leg a few weeks ago,”
said Welling. “I'm not
sure if I messed it up or
not. I'm on my way to the
doctor to have it checked
out, however.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

FLOOD

Continued from Page 1A

who were bussed from
airports as far as
Louisiana.

At least 11 more cancel-
lations were expected
Wednesday morning, and
airport officials braced
passengers for more
delays and canceled
flights as airlines rebuild
their schedules.

Forecasters expected
sunny skies around
Dallas on Wednesday, a
stark change from the
barrage of rain and strong
winds that wreaked havoc
on the area Tuesday.

Street flooding led to
multiple high water res-
cues, and a city bus was
abandoned by the driver
and passengers when it
became stranded. No one
on the bus was hurt.

In suburban Lancaster,
hundreds of people were

PLANT EXPLOSION

Foundation Engineer
Inspectors
CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY

1-800-329-1311
Bedrock
Engineering, LLC

advised to evacuate their
homes as nearby Ten
Mile Creek rose. One
woman was rescued from
her yard and four other
people were rescued from
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their vehicles, said
Ciciely Hickmon, a
spokeswoman for the city.

It was unclear how
many travelers were
affected by the cancella-
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The Quick Way to Payday

We'll cash your personal check in minutes, deposit it on your next 9

tions at DFW airport,
where officials estimate
about 160,000 passengers
pass through their termi-
nals each day.

>

payday, up to 14 days, give you the money you need, the long

distance you want and the discount you deserve!
Requirements For Service: 1) Valid Picture ID

2) Verificatio

n Of Income

3) Most Recent Checking Account Statement

Big Spring, Texas

432-263-4400
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1318 4th St.

Quality One On One Time With Dr. Riley

*Most insurances accepted * Blue Cross Blue Shield,
Health Smart, Medicare and others.
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Riley Chiropractic

The Foundation For Health

A Family Practice

We Treat Kids And Adults

6653

263-6185

DOWNES

Continued from Page 1A

continue to be a bit of an
unknown factor. Adams
said neither he or
Downes have been sup-
plied with a copy and will
not be until the investiga-
tion is completed.

“On Friday, we submit-
ted a detailed response to
what we believe was con-
tained in the complaint,”
Adams said. “Michael has
said all along that he has
nothing to hide and has
been fully cooperative in
this investigation.”

TEA Lead Investigator
Tracy Thomas will even-
tually submit a recom-
mendation to her superi-
ors, who will then issue a
decision, Adams said.

That decision could
range from a dismissal of
the complaint to possible
disciplinary action
against Downes. Adams
said any disciplinary

steps taken by TEA could +

be appealed to an admin-
istrative law judge for
final determination.

Adams stressed that he
fully anticipates a posi-
tive response from TEA.

“We feel ... there is no
basis for the complaint
and we believe the inves-
tigation should be
closed,” he said. “What’s
sad about this is that a
disgruntled former
employee who doesn’t
particularly care about
the facts in this case can
put a person through all
this.”

In January, BSISD
trustees announced their
support for Downes and
extended his contract by
a year, although they said
they would continue to
monitor the situation.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

BOOTHS

Continued from Page 1A

KBYG, H-E-B, Lamun-
Lusk-Sanchez Texas State

Veterans Home,
Parkplace Retire-
ment/Parkview Nursing
and Rehab, Scenic
Mountain Medical
Center, Warren Chiro-
practic Center, West

Texas Centers for MHMR
and the West Texas VA
Health Care System.
“Our sponsors are the
ones who allow us to have
free admission and
screenings at the health
fair,” ValVerde said. “If it
wasn’t for them, we’d def-
initely have to charge.”
The event usually pro-
vides a large number of
free screenings for a vari-
ety of illnesses and med-
ical conditions, including

= CINEMA 4

801 East FM 700 (432) 263-2232
ADULT MATINEE BEFORE GPM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

10,000 B.C. (PG-13) 200 PV £40PM 7:20 PM 1000 PM

« HORTON HEARS AWHO (G) 2:10PM 500 PM 7:00PM 9:30PM

© JUMPER (PG-13) 2:20 PM 450 PM 7:30 PM 9:40 PM

« NEVERBACK DOWN (PG-13) 1:50PM 430 PM 7:10 PM 950 PM
VALID 3/16/08 THRU 3/20/08

ADVANCE TICKET SALES ¢ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS
Showtimes available at cinemark.com

blood sugar, blood pres-
sure, glaucoma and PSA
antibody.

Other events include
the Fire Safety House, a
41-foot mobile travel trail-
er used to instruct chil-
dren on various fire safe-
ty tips in a home setting,
ValVerde said.

Another children’s
attraction will be Dimple
the Clown.

For more information,
contact the Chamber of
Commerce at 263-7641.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Ricardo Chavez, 90,
died Tuesday. Funeral
Mass will be at 2:00 PM
Wednesday at St.
Thomas Catholic
Church. Vigil Services
will be at 7:00 PM
Wednesday at Myers &
Smith Chapel.
Graveside services will
be at 2:00 PM Thursday
at Mt. Olive Memorial
Park.

HUSBAND WANTED

We are looking for husbands who (1) Play the TV too loudly, (2) Ask others to
repeat what was said, (3) Think other people mumble. We are offering FREE
Electronic Hearing Evaluations and Demonstrations of the award-winning digital
Virtue™ Hearing Instruments, our BEST-IN-CLASS hearing aid with voice clari-
fication circuitry. We are offering Virtue™ at 50% off MSRP. We can help you
hear clearly and provide a money back guarantee. Call for your appointment!

NewSound Hearing Aid Centers
W. TX. Medical Associates 1501 W, 11th Place in Big Spring (Covenant Malone

Hogan Clinic-ENT Dept.) 325-949-9993 ¢ 1-877-55-SOUND

BIG SPRING
COMMUNITY

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
(Formerly Big Spring Government
Employees Federal Credit Union)

Now Serving People Who

Live, Work, Worship Or Go
To School In Howard County.
MON.-FRI.: 9 Am-5 Pm

www.bigspringgov.org

432-263-1361
Fax: 432-263-5916

903 E. FM 700

32783

Sunday Morning 8

™ Big Spring Herald Delivery Deadlines Are:

Weekdays by 6 p.m. & Sunday Edition Deadline is 12 AM Sunday

If your paper is not delivered by these deadlines, please call our
Circulation Dept. at 432-263-7335.0ur Customer Service Rep will help you with your delivery.

Customer Service hours are Weekdays 8:00 a.m. -7:00 p.m.

:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
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Continued from Page 1B

Nowitzki nailed a 3 to tie it
last time, but this time his shot
went wide right. Part of the
problem was a low inbounds
pass from Josh Howard that
cost the big German precious
seconds.

“Still, I had a good look,” he
said.

Nowitzki had 35 points, 11
rebounds and a season-high
five blocks, but the Mavericks’
five-game winning streak was
snapped. Dallas fell to 0-6
against teams with winning
records since adding Jason
Kidd.

Kidd had his worst game
since arriving from New
Jersey, with one point (0-for-3
shooting, including a missed 3-
pointer in the final half-
minute), seven assists and
three rebounds in only 28 min-
utes. He was benched from 6:27
of the third to 5:51 of the fourth.

Nowitzki said Los Angeles’
great shooting in the first half
kept Kidd from being a factor,
which knocked the whole team

11:06 AM

Page 1 Macintosh HD:Desktop Folder:

out of whack.

“It’s hard to get out running
when you have to take the ball
inbounds every time,” said
Nowitzki, whose frustration
about the first half was evident
when he hurled the ball the
length of the court after the
buzzer.

Lamar Odom scored 17 points
for Los Angeles and Ronny
Turiaf had 17 points, 17
rebounds and lots of tenacious
play.

Jackson was disappointed
that his players let Dallas rally,
especially since he warned
them exactly what to avoid and
they didn’t listen.

“They were pretty thick-head-
ed tonight,” he said.

Terry and Howard scored 19
points for Dallas, which slipped
to seventh in the West. With 24
losses, the Mavericks have the
same amount as eighth-seeded
Golden State, but lead the
Warriors by three games in the
win column.

The Mavericks can’t let this
loss linger as Boston comes to
town Thursday night and San
Antonio on Sunday, giving
them two more chances to try
beating a championship con-

—p—

SPORTS

tender.

“If we come out and played
focused basketball like we're
capable of doing, we can beat
anybody,” Jerry Stackhouse
said. “If not, we’ll be hanging
our heads down like tonight.”

Notes: Mavs security Kkept
two more bloggers out of the
locker room, as per team owner
Mark Cuban’s policy. ... Bryant
shot 27 free throws last time the
teams met. He had only six this
time — and made only three. ...
Dallas’ game against the
Clippers next Tuesday will be
shown live in 3D high defini-
tion to an invitation-only audi-
ence of 100 fans picked from the
team’s Web site. The 2007 All-
Star game and Game 2 of last
year’s NBA finals are the only
previous live sporting events
shown in 3D HD.

Pistons 136,
Nuggets 120

Richard Hamilton scored 24
points and Rasheed Wallace
added 21 as Detroit scored 130
points in regulation for the first
time since March 8, 2000.

The visiting Nuggets were
coming off a record-setting 168-
116 victory over Seattle, but it

was Detroit's offense that took
over Tuesday night. The
Pistons scored a season-high 73
points in the first half.

Suns 111,
Trail Blazers 98

Amare Stoudemire scored 25
points, Shaquille O'Neal had 16
points and 14 rebounds, and
visiting Phoenix won its fifth
straight.

Steve Nash added 22 points
and eight assists for the Suns,
who remained a game behind
the division-leading Los
Angeles Lakers in the Pacific
Division.

Bulls 112,
Nets 96

Luol Deng scored 20 points,
and Drew Gooden had 19 points
and 11 rebounds as host
Chicago built a big halftime
lead, survived a sluggish third
quarter and pulled away.

New Jersey played the second
half without starting point
guard Devin Harris, who
sprained his right ankle and
limped off the court with 1:56 to
go in the second quarter. Vince
Carter led the Nets with 22
points and Richard Jefferson

3B

finished with 21.

Kings 122,
Warriors 105

Kevin Martin scored 34
points, Ron Artest added 26 and
Sacramento snapped a three-
game losing streak against its
Northern California rival.

Baron Davis had 24 points
and eight assists for the
Warriors, who had won their
last two games at Arco Arena
with a large number of their
Bay Area fans making the trip
of about 80 miles. With long
stretches of awful shooting
causing their third loss in 11
games, the Warriors remained
just 1-1/2 games ahead of
Denver for the final spot in the
Western Conference playoffs.

Heat 112,
Bucks 106

Jason Williams and Ricky
Davis had double-doubles,
Chris Quinn hit three crucial 3-
pointers in the fourth quarter,
and Miami snapped an eight-
game losing streak wiith a vic-
tory in Milwaukee.

Michael Redd scored 18 of his
27 points in the first half for
Milwaukee.

ROCKETS

Continued from Page 1B

Boston beat San
Antonio 93-91 on Monday
night and Garnett said
the Celtics were all busi-
ness in their approach to
Tuesday’s game.

“There wasn’t really a
lot of talking on the bus
last night after the win,”
Garnett said. “We got on
the plane, it was real sub-
tle. There wasn’t a lot of
talking and I know when
we’'re like that, we’re
focused.”

The Rockets still have
one more streak to protect
— they’ll go for their 13th
straight road win in New
Orleans on Wednesday
night. The end of the big
streak hadn’t quite sunk
in moments after this

Unlimited

1500 W. Business 20
Stanton, Texas 79782

432-756-3826

Local and Long
Distance Calling

loss.

“I feel worse for the fans
than I do for us,” Battier
said. “We’ll be all right.
We’ve got a game in 20
hours. We’ll be out there
trying to win another
game. For the fans, they
really were captivated by
the streak and we hope
they still get behind us
and cheer us on.”

Houston beat the Lakers
on Sunday to take over
sole possession of first
place in the Western
Conference and set up
Tuesday’s showdown
between conference lead-
ers.

They were tied at 40 at
halftime, but Boston took
control in the third quar-
ter, led by its All-Star
duo.

Garnett swished a

jumper from the top of the

One Simple Choice

One

Monthly Bill with
WESTEX Telecom

Service Packages

Choose convenience with WESTEX Telecom Service Packages and get
unlimited local & long distance calling, calling features, and high speed
Internet in one package.

Save money by simply combining these services at great rates with
WESTEX Telecom calling packages. You'll get local calling, long distance,
and our convenient custom features like call waiting, call forwarding, caller
Identity or many others. You can call anyone in the nation, anytime, for
one flat rate. Then add WESTEX High Speed Internet to speed along the
information super-highway with WESTEX Telecom.

Call your WESTEX Telecom office for details and prices
on our new Service Packages.

High Speed

key 15 seconds out of the
break and Pierce sank a 3-
pointer on Boston’s next
trip down, the start of an
18-5 spurt. The Rockets
missed eight of their first
10 shots out of the break
and stopped getting the
bounces that had always
gone their way through-
out the streak.

“I loved the way we
played defense tonight,”
Garnett said. “We had a
lot of energy.”

Even when Houston got
aggressive, it backfired.

With 3:18 left in the
third quarter, Tony Allen
drove the baseline and
McGrady and Scola both
jumped to block him.
McGrady blocked the ball,
but Scola whacked hit
Allen and sent him hard
to the court. Referee Scott
Foster called a flagrant

Internet

-

711 Scurry
Big Spring, Texas 79720

432-263-0091

foul on Scola as Allen lay
on the floor for several
minutes. He finally got up
and hit two free throws to
put Boston up 64-52.
McGrady missed a
jumper in the final sec-
onds of the third quarter
and Battier was there for
the rebound, but tipped it
right to James Posey, who
started a fast break the

other way.

“All good things must
come to an end,”
McGrady said.

The Celtics outscored
Houston 32-16 in the third
quarter and built a 72-56
lead, the largest deficit
the Rockets had faced
since Boston had them
down 20 in their first
meeting. Houston went 7-
for-16 from the field with
six turnovers in the deci-

sive quarter.

Boston pushed the lead
over 20 early in the fourth
quarter. During a time-
out, the crowd stood and
applauded as a video on
the scoreboard finished
with a shot of the arena
and the line: “Where 22 in
a row happens.”

The rest of the game
was a cold dose of reality.

McGrady left with 8:45
left and fans slowly filed
out of the arena. With 2:09
left, Garnett drove down
the line and hammered
home a one-handed dunk,
then added a milder
throwdown on Boston’s
next possession.

The loss dropped
Houston back into a first-
place tie with the Lakers
in the West. The Hornets
are a half-game behind

heading into Wednesday’s
matchup.

Notes: Boston coach
Doc Rivers said he would
re-evaluate Ray Allen’s
injury on Wednesday.
Rivers said Allen could
“possibly” play in Dallas
on Thursday. The
Celtics have won seven
straight road games and
all seven meetings
against teams from the
Southwest Division.
Former Rockets center
Hakeem Olajuwon had a
courtside seat for the sec-
ond straight game.
Rockets rookie forward
Carl Landry sat out for
the sixth straight game
with a bruised right knee.
Landry will travel with
the team to New Orleans
for Wednesday’s game.

vin Pace got in 2008.

ason Porter

The NFL Free Agency period has become ridiculous in the past few years. First off,
the NFL just keeps increasing the salary cap year after year. Let’s take a closer look
at this. The salary cap for the 2008/2009 NFL season is $116 million per team, an
increase of 87 million above the 2007 figure. You are probably thinking, that’s just
the salary of a high profile player in the NFL. Well, the salary cap was set at $75
million in 2003. A 17 million increase from 1999 ($57.3 million). The salary cap
in 1998 was $52 .4 million. So in a 10 year span the salary cap has seen a 125%
increase. WOW ... I already know what you are saying. I didn’t know inflation was
this bad. There were several teams who had over 30 million in cap space to spend. |
remember in the past, teams would only be 5-10 million above the salary cap, while
many teams were cutting players to be buyers in Free Agency. Now, you can keep
your overpriced veterans without cutting and still be a buyer in Free Agency. Let’s
look at one of the free agents this year.

Calvin Pace -$42 million contract, $20 million signing bonus,

The average football fan probably didn’t know about Pace until free agency because out-
side of Lance Briggs, there really was nobody. Pace, a former first round pick out of Wake
Forest, is a tweener from DE and LB. He is an ideal OLB in a 3-4 defense but a below
average DE. In his first four seasons he had a total of 7.5 sacks/ 88 Total Tackles / 4 FF.
Last year, in a contract year, he had 6.5 Sacks/ 98 Total Tackles / 1 FF/ 1 INT. Pace had
a terrific year, but no Pro Bowl birth. Boy did Pace cash in. Me being a Miami Dolphins
fan, I wanted the Tuna to bring him in. I was thinking he would get about a 5 year contract
worth $30 Million, $8 million signing bonus, and $12 million guarantees. Still, I think the
contract I came up with was very overpriced for a one year wonder. He basically doubled
the signing bonus and guaranteed money I thought and most thought he would get.

This is one of many free agents who broke the bank in Free Agency. This is what happens
when teams can franchise their best players and tender them as an exclusive rights free
agent. Basically your mediocre free agents get paid like Superstars. Just think in another
6-8 years, the salary cap in the NFL will basically be the payroll of the 2008 Yankees (MLB
does not have a salary cap). And maybe a 3rd string OB will get to see a contract like Cal-
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Agriculture Week
time to remember
those who feed us

rea farmers and ranchers are in the
midst of the 35th celebration of National
Agriculture Week, which began Sunday
and continues through Saturday, as the
nation honors its food and fiber producers.

The celebration provides an opportunity for
most of us to develop a better understanding of
just how important a role this agriculture plays
in our lives.

Not only does agriculture play an important
role in our local economy here in West Texas,
our state contributes heavily to the nation’s agri-
cultural economy.

From the cotton fields here in the Crossroads;
to the corn, sorghum and cotton fields of the
South Plains; the cattle feedlots and wheat fields
of the Panhandle and Rolling Plains, to the veg-
etable fields and citrus groves of South Texas and
the timber forests of East Texas, Texas ranks
first in the nation in the production of many agri-
cultural products — specifically cotton, spinach,
cattle, beef cattle and sheep.

In Texas, agriculture still employs a little less
than 20 percent of the workforce. That’s more
than just the farmers and ranchers involved in
agricultural production. It’s those who process,
transport and market agricultural products.

Sadly, most Americans are unaware of the con-
nection between themselves and agriculture —
they see themselves as totally removed from the
farm.

That is probably not the case here in West
Texas, because most of us are well aware that
someone we know is employed by the food and
agriculture industry.

Still, many of us take little thought of how
important agriculture is in our lives.

A century ago, almost all of the population
would have to spend at least six days a week
growing their own food, and only a few people
would be free to pursue other activities.

Today, however, the food-gathering efforts of
most people consist of selecting food from a gro-
cery store and bringing it home. Virtually the
same can be said of the process of providing
clothing for ourselves and our families.

We have the hard work and, in many cases, sac-
rifices of America’s farmers to thank for that
luxury.

Let us all remember that this week.

How To ConTtAcT Us

Put Venezuela on the terror list

fter years on the receiv-

ing end of insults and

unfounded attacks from

Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez, President Bush
finally is engaging in some tough
talk with the firebrand/demagogue
who wants tolead a = =
leftist movement
against the United
States.

Last week, Bush
took a few long-over-
due shots at Chavez
— all part of a
renewed White House
effort to back the
Colombian govern-
ment and its war
against the
Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC), leftist
guerrillas for which Chavez has
expressed admiration.

Bush said, “The region is facing
an increasingly stark choice: to
quietly accept the vision of the
terrorists and the demagogues or
to actively support democratic
leaders like President (Alvaro)
Uribe (of Colombia).”

“I’ve made my choice,” Bush
added. “I'm standing with coura-
geous leadership that believes in
freedom and peace.”

Bush is making a new effort to
promote the U.S.-Colombia free
trade agreement, which stupidly
has been stalled by Democrats in
Congress. He says the agreement
is an essential weapon to fight
Chavez’s growing influence in
Latin America. He should have
been talking this way a long time
ago, but it’s better late than never.

“As it tries to expand its influ-
ence in Latin America, the
(Chavez) regime claims to promote
social justice,” Bush said in a
speech. “In truth, its agenda
amounts to little more than empty
promises and a thirst for power. It
has squandered its oil wealth in
an effort to promote its hostile
anti-American vision. And it has
left its own citizens to face food
shortages while it threatens its
neighbors.”

MIGUEL
PEREZ

Chavez responded with his usual
diatribe, calling Bush a “terrorist”
responsible for “genocide.” But at
least now he is getting a response
from the White House. We simply
couldn’t afford to ignore him any
longer.

After all, Chavez nearly started a
South American war recently,
when he ordered Venezuelan
troops to the border with
Colombia because of an incident
that had nothing to do with
Venezuela.

The real border feud was
between Colombia and Ecuador.
On March 1, Colombian troops
chased FARC guerrillas across
their border with Ecuador and
killed a group of rebels on
Ecuadorian soil. It sparked a con-
flict that threatened to escalate
into a war but was settled peace-
fully at a summit of Latin
American presidents one week
later.

Nevertheless, Bush said
Venezuela’s response to the con-
flict between Colombia and
Ecuador was “the latest step in a
disturbing pattern of provocative
behavior by the regime in
Caracas.”

Obviously, the reason Chavez
was so willing to get involved in
this conflict is Colombian soldiers
obtained evidence in the raid into
Ecuador that implicates both
Chavez and Ecuadorian President
Rafael Correa as supporters of the
FARC.

The Colombian government has
charged that at least one docu-
ment in a computer recovered
from the rebels suggests Chavez
recently gave $300 million to the
FARC.

Because the United States con-
siders the FARC a terrorist organi-
zation — and because now there is
evidence that Chavez is support-
ing the rebels — Venezuela should
be designated as a sponsor of ter-
ror.

Bush has toughened his talk
against Chavez, but the question
now is whether he is willing to
put Venezuela on the U.S. list of

state sponsors of terrorism, which
is what some U.S. lawmakers are
calling for. According to published
reports citing a U.S. official, the
White House has asked attorneys
to look into the requirements for
placing Venezuela on the list.

However, taking such a step
could be costly. Venezuela is a
major U.S. oil supplier, and
Chavez already has threatened to
shut off the spigot if we don’t let
his “Bolivarian Revolution” take
over most of our hemisphere.

“They threatened to put us on
the list of terrorists that they’ve
got there. Great, let them make
their list and shove it in their ...
pocket,” Chavez said, with an
intentional pause. He did not
repeat an earlier threat to stop
selling oil to the United States, but
the implication was there.

For Bush, this is a tough call —
and perhaps the main reason he
had restrained from engaging in
tough talk with Chavez. If he puts
Venezuela on the blacklist, it
could disrupt the flow of oil we
purchase from that country and
make many Americans scream at
the gas pump. But if he doesn’t
put Venezuela on the U.S. list of
terror sponsors — along with
Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Sudan
and Syria — what good is having
a list?

Where is our credibility if we
call Chavez a sponsor of FARC ter-
rorists but fail to sanction him, as
we do with others, because we
need his 0il? Where are our prin-
ciples? Are we going to allow
Hugo Chavez to hold us hostage?

When asked whether the United
States will put Venezuela on the
list of terror sponsors, Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice gave a non-
committal response: “We will
watch the situation and ... act
accordingly.”

Not good enough! If the Bush
administration is going to talk the
talk with Chavez, it better be
ready to walk the walk to create
sanctions against Venezuela.
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ADDRESSES
19th Cong. District
FEDERAL 1510 Scurry
GOVERNMENT Big Spring

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer
several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

* By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

* Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

* Sign your letter.

« Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes.

» We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

» We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per
30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered.

* Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson

Your steady management of our life, Lord, gives us the
confidence to go out into the world.
Amen

Phone: (432) 264-0722

- GEORGE W. BUSH

+ RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative

KEL SELIGER
State Senator

Big Spring, 79720

Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101

Phone: (432) 268-9909

JOANN StAuULCUP —
Home: 263-4980.

GLoRriA McDoNALD —
Home: 263-4835. Work:
263-7615.

Troy TomMPKINS — Home:
267-8769. Work: 263-0180.

HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

President STATE
The White House GOVERNMENT BIG SPRING
Washington, D.C. 20500 CITY COUNCIL
« RICK PERRY
« KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON  Governor Russ McCEWEN, MAYOR —

U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

*+ JOHN CORNYN

U.S. Senator

517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305

Phone: 202-224-2934

State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428

Austin, 78711

Phone: (512) 463-2000

« JOE HEFLIN

State Representative
Texas 85th District

P.O. Box 2910

Austin, 78768

Phone: (432) 213-2897 or
(512) 463-0604

267-1413.

Grill): 267-7121.

Home: 263-0907; Work
(Russ McEwen Insurance):

GREG BIDDISON — Home:
267-6009; Work (Greg’s

MaNUEL RAMIREZ JR. —
Home: 268-9692; Work
(VAMC): 263-7361.

STEPHANIE HORTON —
Home: 264-0306; Work (VA
Medical Center): 263-7361..

MARK BARR, COUNTY
JUDGE — Home and Office:
(432) 517-0707.

EmmAa BROWN — Home:
267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-
0724; Work (Jerry's
Barbers): 267-5471.

BiLL CROOKER — Home:
263-2566.

GARY SIMER — Home:
263-0260.

The white elephant in the room

uld Barack Obama

be where he is if he

weren’t black? Would

Hillary Clinton be
where she is if she weren’t a
woman? Would Geraldine Ferraro
be where she is if her name had
been Gerald?

I’'m not even going
to touch the first two,
lest I be forced to
resign from a position
I don’t have or given
one so I can resign
from it.

I'll stick with the
third question, which
Gerry Ferraro, who is
my former boss and
longtime friend, has
answered thousands
of times herself.

Walter Mondale picked her over
Michael Dukakis (yes, he was the
other choice) in 1984, because he
wanted to shuffle the deck, change
the dynamic, bring excitement
and a sense of making history to
what was already seen as a long-
shot effort to unseat the very pop-
ular incumbent, Ronald Reagan.

In other words, he picked her
because she was a woman. Gerald
wouldn’t have gotten it. Is there
something wrong with that?

That doesn’t mean she didn’t
deserve it. It doesn’t mean she
wasn’t qualified. It just means
gender matters. In her case,
unlike every election before or

o

SUSAN
ESTRICH

since, it mattered in a way that
resulted in a qualified woman get-
ting the nod instead of a qualified
man. And I don’t think it’s sexist
to say that.

Geraldine Ferraro is many
things — outspoken, spontaneous,
sometimes outrageous, but always
courageous, loyal and loving. I
adore her. But that’s not my point.
One thing she isn’t — I know this,
and I think Barack Obama does,
as well — is racist.

I don’t think she in any way
meant to put Obama down by
pointing to his race as an essential
element of his appeal. It is an
essential element of his appeal.
That doesn’t mean he’s the affir-
mative action candidate. It doesn’t
mean he’s unqualified or unde-
serving. Recognizing that race
matters is exactly what critical
race theorists have been arguing
for years to those who have
claimed that we can or should be
colorblind. Impossible, they’ve
said all along. Is it now racist to
recognize that they're right?

We need to be able to talk about
race without forcing whoever
brings it up to resign from what-
ever honorary position they may
hold. It’s the white elephant in the
room that you’re not supposed to
acknowledge, but at which every-
one stares, as it grows larger due
to the forced silence. Guess what?
There’s a white elephant in the
room. Or, to be politically correct,

an elephant of some color, which
we will not mention. A large, col-
orless elephant. Is it better if we
leave it at that?

Calling someone a racist, accus-
ing someone of racism, those are
ways to end the conversation, not
begin it. Simply denouncing some-
one that way doesn’t tell us any-
thing about why they’re wrong, if
they’re wrong.

Somebody should have asked
Geraldine Ferraro what she
meant, and why, instead of
denouncing her for saying it.

Maybe she’s right.

Maybe she’s wrong.

But it’s important to discuss it,
and not outdo ourselves condemn-
ing her.

This is a unique and unprece-
dented campaign. A black man is
running against a woman for the
nomination of one of the two
major parties. It’s down to the two
of them. Whoever wins is making
history. Voters will confront a
choice they have never before
faced. It’s a big deal.

It does matter. Saying that is
neither racist nor sexist. Letting
people actually discuss what they
mean, what it means to them, and
why and how both race and gen-
der do matter might actually help
us move forward to the point
where both matter less.

COPYRIGHT 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE INC.
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Mary’s to break it open.

Sensing the enormity of
the moment, they missed
eight straight shots and a
pair of free throws.
Several times, the ball
started to roll in, then
agonizingly spun out.

“We had a lot of oppor-
tunities,” said Tywain
McKee, who had a team-
high 15 points. “We just
couldn’t put them in.”

Goode, a 5-foot-9 sopho-
more who knows a little
about Carolina blue
because he grew up in
Charlotte, was the spark
for Mount St. Mary’s up-
tempo offense. He did it
all, driving to the basket
and hitting fadeaway
jumpers over much taller
players.

He also supplied the
final touches, hitting four
free throws in the last 27
seconds.

Perhaps no other open-
ing-game winner enjoyed
it so much and com-
plained so little. Unlike
previous years, there was
no grousing about having
to start the tournament in
Dayton.

Not from Mount St.
Mary’s, the Northeast
Conference champ that
had alosing record before
it got on that late run.
The only complaint was
from some folks who did-
n't even think the

Mountaineers deserved to
be in the tournament at
all, given their RPI of 159.
“Me and Chris (Vann)
were in the hotel watch-
ing ESPN and a guy says
this game shouldn’t even
be played,” Goode said.
“He said neither team
deserved to be in the
tournament. That kind of
got us ready to play.”
Coppin State complain?

No way.
Marooned at 4-19 in
early February, the

Eagles sneaked into the
tournament for the first
time since 1997 by win-
ning the Mid-Eastern
Athletic title.

“This was a great oppor-
tunity,” said Antwan
Harrison, who scored 14
points. “What we came
through to get to the
NCAA tournament, you
can’t take that away.”

No one could grouse
about the game, either.
For the most part, they
didn’t play like teams
with a combined 35 loss-
es. Coppin State used its
quickness, going inside
for dunks and layups.
Mount St. Mary’s trio of
dangerous guards did
most of the damage.

Coppin State was ahead
the entire first half, lead-
ing by as many as nine.

The Mountaineers’
guards changed the tone
after halftime, when

Vann’s three-point play
put Mount St. Mary’s up
39-34.
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MLB

Continued from Page 1B

Yankees honor victims with
exhibition at Virginia Tech

Before putting on their
pinstripes Tuesday, the
New York Yankees
arrived at Virginia Tech
in suits and sunglasses.
First stop, the moving
memorial to victims of
last year’s campus mas-
sacre.

Derek Jeter posed for a
picture with a woman in
front of the stone that
commemorated her
fiance. The shortstop’s
only request to her was
that she smile, which she
did.

“It’s part of the reason
that we’re here,” Jeter
said. “People always ask,
well, what can you do?
How does this help? I real-
ly don’t know. If it just
makes people smile or
enjoy themselves for the
three hours that we’re
here, it’s all worthwhile.”

The Yankees brought
Alex Rodriguez, Jason
Giambi and other stars to
Blacksburg, Va., for an
exhibition game against
college kids that was
more about healing than
baseball.

The final score didn’t
matter.

“There are certain
things that happen that
are so devastating that
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time stops,” Rodriguez
said, comparing the
Virginia Tech shootings
to the terrorists attacks in
2001. “For me, this is one
of them. This is probably
the proudest day I've ever
(had) to wear a Yankee
uniform.”

Hearing that, Hokies
coach Pete Hughes said,
“knocks you on your
heels.”

From beginning to end,
the visit Yankees owner
George Steinbrenner
promised moments after

seeing the tragedy unfold-
ing on television last
April 16 was one to
remember.

The Yankees made a $1
million contribution last
year to the Hokie Spirit
Memorial Fund, created
to cover grief counseling,
memorials and other
costs for the victims and
their families after
Virginia Tech student
Seung-Hui Cho killed 32
people in two campus
buildings before commit-
ting suicide.
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Opening lead — queen of clubs.

One of the very first things a
beginner is taught is how to take a
finesse. But, strangely enough, one
of the last things he learns is when
not to take a finesse.

Here is a typical case. South is
declarer at six spades, and West leads
a club. It seems entirely normal to
win with the ace, draw trumps and
then take a heart finesse. If East has
the king, the slam comes home; if
West has the king, the slam goes
down, since declarer must eventually
lose a diamond.

By Steve Becker

Upping the Percentages

However, this would not be the
best way to play the hand. In effect,
declarer would give himself only a
50-50 shot at making the contract.
But the fact is that South can
improve on his prospects by adopt-
ing an altogether different line of
play.

He should ruff a low club at trick
two, then cash the K-A of trumps and
ruff dummy’s eight of clubs. He now
makes his stab at fame and fortune
by playing the A-K and another dia-
mond.

As the cards lie, West would win
the diamond and be forced to return a
heart or a club, either of which
allows South to score the rest of the
tricks.

It is true that declarer needs a con-
siderable amount of luck to achieve
the winning position, but it costs him
nothing at all to try. Had East wound
up on lead after the third diamond,
South would still have the heart
finesse to fall back on.

The principle that governs this
type of hand can be applied to many
deals. Declarer notes at the outset
that he has roughly a 50 percent
chance for the slam if he relies exclu-
sively on a finesse.

He then seeks a way to improve
on this percentage, and once he
reaches this point in his thinking, he
is only a short step away from find-
ing the winning line of play.

Tomorrow: What can defeat me?
©2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

M MARCH MADNESS SALE RETURNS B

ALL PRICES REDUCED

*x%x x IMPORTS * % %

2005 Toyota Matrix Wagon XR - Green w/Gray Cloth, All Power, In Dash

6 Disc CD Player, Very Nice Car, Low Miles.

Was $16.995 NOW $14.995

2004 Mercedes-Benz LK C240 - Gold w/Tan Leather, Woodgrain, Moonroof,

Heated Seats, 6 Disc CD, Loaded, Low Miles.

Was $24,995 NOW $20.995
- White w/Gray Cloth, All

2002 Honda Accord i pe

Power, Moon Roof, Loc

Was $14,995 NOW $10,995
2005 Toyota Sequoia SR5 - Silver w/Cloth, CD Player, One Owner, Nice
SUV, Low Miles.

Was $27.995

2004 Honda CRV 4WD
Owner, Low Miles.

Was $14.995

NOW $25,995
- White w/Gray Cloth, Loaded SUV, Like New, One

NOW $12,995
**x k NISSANS * % %

2005 Nissan Altima 2.5S - White w/Gray Cloth, CD Player,

Automatic, 35,000 Miles.
Was $18,995 NOW $15.995

2005 Nissan Altima 2.5S - Red w/Gray Cloth, All Power, One Owner, Like

New, CD Player, Low Miles.
Was $15,995 NOW $14,995

2004 Nissan Maxima SL - Black w/Gray Leather, All Power, Skylight Roof,

Local One Owner, Low Miles.
Was $24.995 NOW $18.995

2004 Nissan Xterra SE - Gold w/Gray Cloth, All Power, Loaded, Like New,
One Owner, Low Miles.
Was $16.995

2004 Nissan Murano - White w/Tan Leather, Loaded, All Power, Very Nice,
New Car Trade In.

Was $20.995 NOW $19,995

2004 Nissan Xterra SE 4X2 - Silver w/Gray Cloth, All Power, One Owner,
Low Miles.
Was $19.995 NOW $15.995

* % * LINCOLNS AND MERCURYS * x %

Chocolate Tri-Coat, w/Tan

All Power,

NOW 815,995

2007 Lincoln Town Car Sig
Camel Leather, All Power, P! iophile AM/FM Cass/CD,
Woodgrain, Only 14,000 Miles.

Was $30.995 NOW $29,995

2007 Lincoln Town Car Signature LTD - Lt. French Silk w/Tan Camel
Leather, All Power, Power Moonroof, Audiophile, AM/FM/CD, Woodgrain,
Only 12,000 Miles.

Was $30.995 NOW $29,995

*%x x  FORDS * x %

2007 Ford Mustang V6 Deluxe - Black w/Dark Charcoal Cloth, 5-Speed, Auto
Transmission, AM/FM, CD Player, Audio Input Jack, 4-Wheel Disc Brakes,

Only 17,421 Miles.
Was $23,995 NOW 819,995
2007 Ford Focus ZX4 SE - Cloud 9 White/Cloth, All Power, CD/MP3,

Remote Keyless.
NOW $13,995

Was $16.995

2007 Ford Focus SE - Gr ne Owner, All Power, Nice
Car, Only 19,000 Miles.

Was $16,995 NOW $13.,995

2006 Ford Fusion S - Oxford White, Stone Cloth, All Power, 2-3-4 Cyl., 12,000

Miles.

Was $16,995 NOW $15,995
2006 Ford Taurus SE - Tungsten Metallic w/Cloth, All Power, Locally Owned
w/32,000 Miles.

Was $14.995 NOW 812,995
2004 Ford Mustang V6 Convertible - Black w/Tan Leather, CD Player, Like
New, One Owner, Only 19,685 Miles.

Was $18,995 NOW 814,995
2004 Ford Taurus LX - Tan w/Tan Cloth, All Power, Nice Clean Car, Local
Owner.
Was $9,995 NOW $6.995

2004 Ford Focus SE - Green w/Tan Cloth, Loaded, One Owner, Like New,

Low Miles.
Was $10,995 NOW 89,995

2003 Ford Escort ZX2 - Black w/Cloth, Automatic, All Power, Great Gas Car.
Was $9,995 NOW $7.995

2003 Ford Taurus Wagon SE - Tan w/Tan Cloth, One Owner, A MUST SEE,
Very Nice, All Power, 53,000 Miles.

Was $9.995 NOW $8,995
2007 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Black w/Gray Cloth, All Power, Like New,

Bedliner, 20,000 Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $23,995
- Bright Red w/Flint Cloth,

2007 Ford F150 4X2 Supe
Privacy Glass, CD Player, Li
Was $24,995 NOW $23,995

2007 Lincoln MKZ - Black Clearcoat w/DK. Charcoal Leather, Wood Trim
Accent, Moonroof, All Power, Heated And Cooled Seats, Only 10,000 Miles.
Was $28.995 NOW $27,995
2006 Lincoln Town Car Signature - Gray w/Gray Leather, All Power, Nice
Car, Wood Trim Accent, Heated Seats, One Owner, Low Miles.

NOW $23,995

Was $24,995
Grand Mar?uls LS - Lt. Tan w/Tan Leather, One Owner, All

2004 Mercur;

Power, Wood Trim, Low Mi

Was $15.995 NOW $13,995
2004 Lincoln Town Car Ultimate - White Cashmere w/Lt. Tan Leather, Very
Nice Car, All Power, One Owner, New Car Trade-In. Only 32,000 Miles.

Was $20.995 NOW $19.995
2001 Lincoln Navigator 4X4 - White w/Gray Leather, Moonroof, GPS, All

Power, Great SUV, Must Sell.
Was $16,995 NOW $14,995

2007 Ford F150 4X2 Supercr: old w/Tan Cloth, Privacy
Glass, CD Player, Bedliner, Ve i 1 Miles.
Was $24.995 NOW $23,995

2007 Ford Ranger XLT - Red w/Cloth Seats, All Power, Automatic, One

Owner, Only 17,000 Miles.
Was $18.995 NOW 817,995
- White w/King

2006 Ford F250 Crew Cab King Ranch FX4 6.0 Diesel
Ranch Leather, Heated Seats, All Power, One Owner, Nice Truck, Low Miles.
Was $32,995 NOW $31,995

2006 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT 4X2 5.4L V8 - Dk Red w/Tan Cloth, One
Owner, New Car Trade In, CD Player, Only 18,000 Miles.

Was $24,995 NOW $23.995
2006 Ford F250 SD 4X2 6.0L Diesel Lariat - Black w/Gray Leather, One

Owner, New Truck Trade In, Nice Truck.
Was $29.995 NOW $28.995

* % * FORDS * % %

2005 F250 SD Crewcab Diesel FX4 King Ranch - Dk. Red w/King Ranch
Leather, Loaded, Like New, New Truck Trade In, One Owner.
Was $31,995 NOW $30,995

2005 Ford F-150 Supercab t , Air, Automatic, Local One
Owner w/60,000 Miles.
Was $20,995

NOW 816,995

2005 Ford F150 Supercrew XLT - Gray w/Cloth, Local One Owner.
MSRP $18,995 NOW $14,995

2004 Ford F250 Super Duty Crew Cab Diesel - Blue w/Gray Cloth, CD

Player, Short Bed, Great Truck.
Was $23.995 NOW $22,995

2008 Ford Escape XLT - T
Fog Lamps, 3.0L V6, Only 13
Was $20.995 NOW $19,995

2007 Ford F350 15 Pass. XLT 5.4 - White w/Gray Cloth, Remote Keyless,

Panic Alarm, Only 20,000 Miles.
Was $24,995 NOW $22,995

, Privacy Glass, Power Seat,

19,995

2005 Ford Expedition XLT 4X4 - Silver w/Gray Leather, All Power, One
Owner, Nice, Low Miles.
Was $21,995 NOW 20,995

2005 Ford Explorer Sport Trac XLT - Red w/Gray Cloth, CD Player, One

Owner, Nice Unit, Low Miles.

Was $18,995 NOW 817,995
ather, Nice SUV, Loaded, All

NOW $15,995

2005 Ford Explorer XL
Power, Low Miles.
Was $16.995 16.995

2004 Ford Explorer Sport Trac XLT - Green w/Tan Cloth, All Power, One
Owner, CD Player, Nice SUV.
Was $16,995 NOW $14.,995

2002 Ford Expedition XLT 4X4 - Tan/Black w/Tan Leather, Loaded, One

Owner, Very Nice, SUV, Low Miles.
Was $17.995 NOW $12,995

* % * CHEVROLETS * % %

2002 Chevrolet Cavalier - Blue w/Gray Cloth, Like New, One Owner, Only 38,000 Miles.
Was $10,995 NOW $9.995

2006 Chevrolet C1500 Silverado LT - White w/Gray Cloth, Nice Truck, All Power, Local
One Owner, CD Player, Power Seat, Low Miles.
Was $23.995 NOW $22,995

2006 Chevrolet Avalanche LT 4X2 - Black w/Tan Leather, Loaded, One Owner, All
Power, OnStar, Only 34,000 Miles.

Was $28,995 NOW 827,995
2005 Chevrolet 1500 Silverado 4X4 - White w/Gray Leather, Crew Cab, CD Player, One

Owner, All Power.
Was $25,995 NOW $23.995

* % * ALL OTHERS * % %

2006 Jeep Wrangler SE - Tan w/Tan Cloth, 5 Speed,CD Player, AC, Nice Unit, Only

14,000 Miles.
Was $18.995 NOW 817,995

“We Accept 7Tax Kefurnds As Dowrn Paymients™

BOB BROCK Ford Lincoln Mercury Nissan

500 W. 4th Big Spring, Texas 1-800-288-2082 / 432-267-7424

www.bobbrockford.com
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Miscellaneous

Cemetery Lots

CEMETERY LOTS For Sale.
Trinity Memorial Park, Garden
of Lebanon Area. Space 1, 2,
3, & 4 in Lot 64. $1,500.00 Call
702-645-2375.

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout
plans available. No interest or
carrying charges. $10.00 down.
The Little Red Ban across from
Mt. Olive Cemetery.
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on monuments/
markers. We deliver to all
cemeteries. Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments.
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave
spaces for the price of one.
Pay-out plan available. $50.00
Down. The Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational

A BRIGHTER FUTURE!
Train to become an
Electrical Technician!
Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for
those who qualify.

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 212
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!
Train for a new career as a
Medical Assisting,
Medical Office Specializing, or
Dental Assistant!

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 216
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

STOP LOOKING!
START DOING!

Train for a new career as a
Medical Assistant,
Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for those
who qualify.

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 200
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Garage Sales

1704 MORRISON Dr. Satur-
day, 9:00-2:00. Large Appli-
ances, furniture, trampoline,
basketball hoop, commercial
ice machine, game tables,
speakers, new plumbing sup-
plies, new mini blinds, books,
miscellaneous.

GARAGE SALE, Saturday,
8:00-? 1300 Colby. Furniture,
lots of miscellaneous.

Help Wanted

CLOSING STAFF- 5:30 till
Midnight-  $9.00/hr.  Apply at
Jack & Jill, 1708 Nolan.

NEED A job today? Come be a
delivery driver for Domino’s
Pizza. We pay competitive
hourly wages & put cash in
your pocket daily! Working for
the other guys? Bring your ex-
perience over to Domino’s
Pizza and get paid top dollar.
Part time and full time positions
available. Need day hours?
Need night hours? We have all
shifts available. We work with
ALL types of schedules. Apply
now and get hired on the
spot (some restrictions ap-
ply).

2111 Greg Street

EOE, Drug Free environment

Help Wanted

Nursing
Due to INCREASED
CENSUS, we are hiring
additional professional
nursing staff!

ADON
Must have TEXAS state
license. Supervisory or LTC
background desirable.

CNAs
Full time, Part time & PRN
positions available.
Requires State certification.
EOE. For more information,
call (806) 872-2141,
mail resume, or apply in
person at

SAGE
HEALTHCARE

CENTER
1201 North 15th St.
Lamesa, TX 79331

$$$ Immediate Openings $$$
Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home
Certified Nurse Aides
Licensed Vocational Nurses
Registered Nurse/
Unit Manager
Floor Technician
Activity Assistant
Housekeeping and
Laundry Attendants
SALARY NEGOTIABLE!
We recognize our
employees are our greatest
asset, providing flexible
schedules, a great place to
work and more...................

Blue Cross/Blue Shield Health
and Dental Ins.

Ameritas Vision Coverage
Life insurance
Optional Short and
Long Term Disability Plans
Sick Leave/Paid Holidays
Employee Assistance Program
1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720
(432)268-8387
Fax (432)268-1987
CALL TODAY!

“Equal Opportunity Employer”
ACTIVITIES &
RECREATION

DIRECTOR

Seeking motivated, energetic,
“take charge” individual, who
works well with people, and
has good communication skills.
Will coordinate & lead recrea-
tional activities for seniors from
our small, homelike facility, in-
cluding developing group & in-
dividual  activities, resident
shopping trips, etc. Should
have Texas State certification
& prior experience. EOE. For
details, call our Administrator at
(806)872-2141, mail resume,
or apply in person at SAGE
HEALTH CARE CENTER,
1201 North 15th St, Lamesa,
TX 79331.

AMERICAN TRUCK & Equip-
ment Painting is looking for
Welders. Starting $14.00 per
hour. 100% Employer paid
Blue Cross & Blue Shield In-
surance. Call (432)756-3388 or
apply in person at 3262 East
[-20, Stanton, Tx.

CLINE CONSTRUCTION is
hiring Class A & B CDL drivers.
Come by 1807 N. FM 700 to fill
out an application.

CNA 6AM-2PM, 2pm-10pm
and 10pm-6am. Sterling
County Nursing Home. Contact
Paula at 325-378-2134.

COMFORT INN is now hiring
housekeepers starting $6.00
/hr., Desk clerks starting $7.00/
hr., maintenance man. Plus bo-
nuses. 2990 East 1-20, Big
Spring, Texas, 79720.

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00
p.m. (432)684-5418.

7827

just a job, it’s your career.

¥nited

Fuel & Energy
EXPERIENCED DRIVERS NEEDED!!

We are currently seeking a self motivated individual to
assist us in the Big Spring area. United Fuel & Energy
has developed a new compensation structure and we
are willing to pay for your experience. Our Drivers are
important to us. In addition to competitive pay you
will also receive an excellent benefit package. It’s not

Come Join our TEAM! Apply in person at

Help Wanted

DUNCAN DISPOSAL - Now
hiring a driver for the Coahoma
area. Need at least a Class B
CDL. Experience Preferred for
a driver's position. Must be
able to pass mandatory DOT
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls
please. The job includes 40+
hours weekly Mon- Fri., with
some Sat. mornings. An hourly
rate with benefits package is
available. Equal Opportunity
Employer. Please Call Arthur
432-770-3966.

EVENING KITCHEN HELP
Part-time. Must be Neat in Ap-
pearance. Honest & Depend-
able. No experience necessary
will train. Inquire at Wagon
Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. No
phone call Please!

GENERAL HELP wanted. SD
Baker Construction, Stanton.
Weekends off, overtime avail-
able. Good starting pay. Will
train, experience with cutting
torch and forklift a plus. Must

pass drug test. Call
432-458-3270.
GENERAL MAINTENANCE.

Must have at least 1 year main-
tenance experience. Abilities to
include: Painting experience
with both brush and roller; gen-
eral plumbing, general sheet-
rock repair and texture. Must
have own tools, ability to take
after hour and weekend calls;
valid TX drivers license and li-
ability insurance. Drug Free
work place; health insurance
and other benefits offered.
Please come by Bent Tree
Apartments, 1 Courtney Place
to fill out an application.

GREAT PAY

& BENEFITS!
Hiring class CDL Drivers.
Clean MVR. Call 432-756-2875
or apply at Key Energy, West
I-20 South Service Road, Stan-
ton, TX.

HIRING IMMEDIATELY Secu-
rity Officers. $8.50-$10.00 per
hour depending on experience.
Must have a clean background
check and a valid driver’s li-
cense. Retirees welcome to
apply. Call toll free
1-877-352-7248,

432-264-7781.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for
part-time Laundry attendant.
Work 7 days- 7 days off. Must
have own car. Apply 1208
Gregg Street or 208 11th
Place.

LOOKING FOR A JOB?
Apply for these positions today:
Police Officers Cert. & Non
$32,427.20 Cert.-
$29,966.56 Non-Cert.
Test date to be announced
Utility Service Worker
Jailer
Cemetery Maintenance
Worker
Communications Officer
We offer EXCELLENT BENE-
FITS including 100% paid Em-

ployee Health Ins.
Inquire to:
Human Resources
City of Big Spring, Texas
Phone: (432)264-2346
Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us
EOE

MED-AIDE, 12 Hour shift,
every other weekend off. Ster-
ling County Nursing Home
Contact Paula at
325-378-2134.

Help Wanted

MAINTENANCE PERSON
needed full time. Must have
own basic tools, be able to be
on call on rotating weeks/week-
ends, be able to pass criminal
background check and drug
test. Please apply in person at
Barcelona Apartments between
8:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day -Friday.

NEED EXPERIENCED pulling
unit operator, and derrick man
for Big Spring oil company.
Competitive pay, most work is
within 60 miles of Big Spring.
Must be able to pass a drug
test. Call 432- 238-7715

NEEDED SECURITY Guards.
Must be able to pass back-
ground and drug test. All shifts
available. Call 432-816-4421.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

OWN A Computer? Put it to
work! Up to 1,500 to 7,500 a
month. PT/FT. Free Info!
www.reviveyouretirement.com

PARKVIEW NURSING &

REHABILITATION
Now Hiring Certified Nurse
Aides, which offers competitive
pay, great benefits and a fan-
tastic working environment. Be
a part of our devoted staff pro-
viding resident care. Looking
for reliable and caring C.N.A.’s
to join our team. Apply in per-
son at 3200 Parkway Rd.

PARKVIEW NURSING &
REHABILITATION CENTER
We have immediate opening
for a full-time janitor and laun-
dry position. Experience pre-
ferred, but not required. Please
apply in person at 3200 Park-

way Rd.

PIZZA INN
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
MANAGEMENT  POSITIONS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING.
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an-
nually including Federal Bene-
fits and OT. Offered by Exam
Services, not aff w/USPS who
hires. 1-866-795-4058.

Sterling County Nursing Home.
RN/LVN6pm-6am. Mon.-Thurs.
Contact Paula (325)378-2134.

SCALE HOUSE  Operator
needed full or part time. Salary
DOE, Health Insurance, and
401k plan. Apply at Price Con-
struction, 2701 N. Hwy 350,
Big Spring, TX 79720 or fax re-
sume to 432-236-6012. EOE.

SERVICE TRUCK DRIVER
NEEDED. CDL CLASS A AND
HAZMAT REQUIRED. SAL-
ARY DOE, HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE, AND 401K PLAN. AP-
PLY AT PRICE CONSTRUC-
TION, 2701 N HWY 350, BIG
SPRING, TX 79720 OR FAX
RESUME TO 432-263-6012.
EOE

SKILLED CONCRETE help
needed. Pay based on experi-
ence. Full time work available.
Apply at First Choice Concrete,
3223 Franklin, Midland, TX.
432-699-0330.

Help Wanted

WANTED: PLANT Operator @
natural gas processing plant
NE of Big Spring, TX. Salary
DOE. Excellent benefits. Send
resume to: Plant Supervisor,
11703 E. FM 846, Coahoma,
TX 79511, or fax 432-399-4290
or email mwcol@crcom.net

WEEKEND HOUSEKEEPER,
Sterling County Nursing Home.
Contact Diann at
325-378-2134.

WHITTEN INN now hiring the
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk
Clerks. Apply in person, on
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop.

ltems for Sale

2004 HAULMARK Motorcycle
Trailer.  Excellent  condition,
holds 2 large bikes, harley or-
ange and fully enclosed. Ask-

ing $3900.00 Call
432-263-1866.

FOR SALE Two Diamond
Rings. For more information

call 432-267-6537 or come by
901 Abrams.

NEED TO DO SPRING
CLEANING! Call us we buy
and sell from a small amount to
a whole household.
CROSSROADS AUCTION
432-264-9900

Lost and Found

FOUND RED & Blonde Cocker
Spaniel. Call 432-213-1387 to
claim.

REWARD! LOST Purse at
Wal-Mart, Sunday between
8:30-9:00AM. Please return no
question asked. Call
432-935-1919. Sentimental
Pictures!

Miscellaneous

06 TOYOTA Sienna, XLE, full
loaded, FWD 7 passenger
$23,800. Also 42” Philips flat
screen plasma TV plus mount,
$1300.00. Call (972)222-8290.

AIR NUMBER mattress, dual

control, select comfort level,
brand new, warranty. Sell
$880... e

Bpc-- sofa, love, chair, 3 tables,
brand new, lifetime warranty,
value $1900 must sell $500,
can del. 806-549-3110.

BEAUTIFUL CHERRY 6 pc

Louise Phillipe SLEIGHBED
bedroom set. Was $1300, now
B595. . e

CHERRY DINING table &
chair. Deep, rich finish, Boxed.
Value $600 Take  $250.
806-549-3110.

BRAND NEW double/full size
matttess set. $105. TWIN matt
set. $95. Both new, warranty....
CHERRY SLEIGH bed, new,
$250, iron canopy bed, $150,
must move 806-549-3110.

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches,
Candelabras and florals. FREE
DELIVERY. Call Grishams
(432)267-8191.

LONE STAR STORAGE
**NOW OPEN***
Located on I-20,

10 min. from Big Spring.
Regular units and climate
control units available
PARK AND SELL
432-394-4499

SECTIONAL, BI-CAST/MI-
CROFIBER New in crate, war-
ranty, PLUSH Worth $3390.
Sacrifice $990, can del.............
A QUEEN EUROTOP mattress
and box. Manufacturer
wrapped,  warranty.  $129.
806-549-3110.

NEW
MAHINDRA
TRACTORS

6011 E. Hwy. 80
Midland, TX (Take exit 144 off

I-20, located on

N. service road of Bus. 20.)
Full service dealership
Hours 8 am-6pm M-F

8 am-Noon Sat.
Cultivate your dreams with a
Mahindra Tractor at Beene
Tractors. We have special fi-
nancing 0-down. O0-payments,
0O-interest for 6 mo. on all mod-
els followed by 4.99% interest
for a total term of 72 months or
take advantage of our 0% fi-
nancing for 36, 48, or 60
months on Selected models.
We also have rebates on all
models to help with your down
payment. The tractor with bet-
ter traction, stability, and con-
trol. Mahindra tractors will pull
more push more, and lift more.
www.beenetractors.com

AKC REGISTERED Miniature
Dachshund puppy, with papers
and 1st shots. 6 Weeks old
3-11-08, Female (Black & Tan)
$200.00, Call (432)263-2733.

Real Estate for Rent

LOVELY
NEIGHBORHOOD
COMPLEX

Swimming Pool
Carports,
Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen
Discounts

1 & 2 Bedrooms &
1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555

Medical Tynist
Busy Practice
Computer Skills
Benefits
$11.00-$13.00/hr. depending
on experience.

Call

866-200-6854

All Drivers:

drug screen

Gandy’s@

Featuring Fine Gandy’s Milk and Ice Cream
Wholesale Route Delivery

Job will consist of driving, ordering, loading and
unloading dairy & ice cream products, servicing schools,
convenience stores, supermarkets and
institutional accounts.

* Must be 21 years old
* Must be able to pass DOT physical and

 Prefer Class A CDL Driver’s License/Will
consider Class B with possible upgrade/or
will train to pass CDL licensing requirements
» Energetic, self motivated Route Sales Person
» Customer Service Oriented

ALL INTERESTED APPLICANTS SHOULD CONTACT
Dennis at 432-631-9203

TRANSIT MIX CONCRETE

Plant Manager in Big Sprin
Responsibilities include:
Manage daily operation of plant, supervise a crew of
drivers, and maintain all plant records daily.
One should have the ability to maintain effective working
relationships with customers, vendors,
and company personnel.
Job Requirements:
Concrete production experience a plus
but not required.

Fax resumes to 806-747-6248
Direct all calls to Greg Curlee 806-777-2334

HIRING MIXER DRIVERS

Class A or B CDL license and a good driving record
required.
Starting wage is $13.00 and $13.50 with
Mixer experience.
Employment will include a 40 hour wage guarantee and
quarterly bonus plan.
Apply in person at

United Fuel & E < EEO/AAP M/F/D/V ) .

nited rue nergy g FEMALES AND MINORITIES ARE URGED TO APPLY 605 North Benton Big Spring, Texas

Apply at 3112 N. Hwy 87 or call: 432-267-9434 7003 Ad Paid for by Employer EOE/AA employer 7917
ah)
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Real Estate for Rent

$480/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr!
For listings 800-544-6258 x
F086.

COMMERCIAL: 2100 sq. feet
of beautiful hardwood floors. 2
Separate offices plus large
open space. 214 East 2nd.
(Downtown) $1500.00 Month
plus electric. Call
(432)263-2825 or 935-1037.

Real Estate for Rent

RETAIL BUILDING on Gregg
Street. 2200 sq. feet. $400.00
Per month with 1 year lease.

Please contact Lucy
432-263-5000.
THE OFFICE Building, 710

Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250.
per month with bills paid. Call
(432)770-5656 or
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

538 Westover

BARCELONA APARTMENTS
szgg MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

Housing Assistance Accepted

32240

263-1252

Real Estate for Rent Real Estate for Sale

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Sunset Ridge Apartments
2911 W. Old Hwy 80
1 & 2 Bedrooms
432-263-2292

Real Estate for Sale

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water
well, duplex rentals. Call
432-517-0642 for more info.

AFFORDABLY PRICED and
so spacious. 2 Large Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, Large Kitchen
plus Formal Dining Room,
Fenced Backyard, Central
Heat/AC. Call Janet at Home
Realtors, 432-263-1284 or
213-5454.

FORECLOSURE 3 bdrm. Only
$24,900! Must see! For listings
800-544-6258 ext. F906.

Newly Remodeled Home
1709 ALABAMA

Real Estate for Sale

2007 OPEN Road Fifth Wheel .
38ft., 4 slide, fireplace, electric,
china hutch, wine rack, Air
Conditioning, Electric Awning,
cherry wood inside. Only 8
months old. Asking $50,000.00
Call 605-941-4892.

3710 CAROLINE. 3 Bdrm,
1-1/2 bath. Needs Work.
$15,000.00. Call
(432)263-4922, 213-2531.

Real Estate for Sale

BEAUTIFUL VICTORIAN
Home. 3 Bdrm, 1-1/2 bath,
wrap around porch, wooden
deck, house sites on 2 lots, big
back yard. 2101 Runnels.
$100K. Call 432-816-2525.

OWNER FINANCE 1401 North
Settles, 3 Bdrm, 2 bath, large
fenced yarad. Nice Area. Low
Down, Low Monthly. Call
512-431-4110.

Fresh Paint, New Carpet And
Tile. Don’t Let This One Get
Away.

CALL TODAY!
CUmted Traci
ountry Ryan
EaEE . 4527144555
432-935-2078

7989
—

4-5 ACRES 2 Bdr/2bath older
home newly remodeled. As is
$70K, OBO. 2 miles from town,
Call 432-213-1187.

900 ACRES 1.5 miles of Colo-
rado River, Highly improved.
Saba County. Beautiful Ranch.
$5,500,000.00. Call
903-326-4851, 903-872-2022
or 325-623-5651.

OWNER FINANCE 1609 Ca-

nary, 2 Bdrm, 1 bath. Great
area. Starter Home. Low
Down, Low Monthly. Call

512-431-4110.

GREAT STARTER/ Investment
Home. Extra Cute. 3 bdrm, 1
bath. No Owner finance. Call
for appointment
(432)816-1464.

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

$54.60 Per Month

L

AC & HEATING HEATING & AC AIR CONDITIONING AUTO CARE AUTO PARTS CARPET

JOHNSON AC,
HEATING & SHEET METAL

« Servicing all heaters
central & wall
* Duct work - all sheet metal work
* Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating
Parts & Filters, Belts

1408 E. 4th 263-2980

BED LINERS

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600

26941

v Rhino Linings

THE SPRAYED-ON LINER'

CONCRETE

Air Conditioning, Heating &
Ice Machines
We service all makes
and models!

Cell: (432) 270-0501
24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C

27040

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE
Pre Spring Check & Clean
345 per unit
(Limited Time)
Loran Warren

NATE Certified Service Technician
Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

G & M Auto Care

Locally Owned
& Operated
Service 1972

263-1091

George & Mary
900 E. 3rd St. Big Spring

24817

®

|
[ THE SPECIALIST

Matthew Grayson « 432-263-3885

15 Years Experience
ALL your computer needs
Commercial and Residential
Onsite work -
networks large and small

7631

Windows and Linux OS - $35.00/hr

CONCRETE CONCRETE

All Types Concrete Work

m Block & Brick Repair

Trenching & Tractor Service
& Landscaping

Tommy Gampbell
Concrete
Contractors

(432) 466-0623
(432) 935-3644

2006 Runnels
Big Spring, TX 79720

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.
Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5114

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Since 1947
« 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles

+ 20,000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage
Sr?emallze in late model quality auto

pai

« Foreign and domestic parts for cars,
trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports
utility vehicles

Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.

1511 Hwy 350(432) 263-5000

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons

Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez

CONCRETE WORK

Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

Carpet Tile Laminate Hardwood Vinyl

“All instock carpet
ON SALE!”
Come see us @ 2810 E.FM 700

Monday - Friday
9am - 5pm
432-268-0008

Hopper
Homes

"

" the carpet store

6609

m m HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

J. T. Builders

Remodeling * Drywall
Ceramic Tile * Electrical
Plumbing » Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways * Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

(& JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
(432) 213-0882 Cell

(432) 935-6310 Res.

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez- Owner

Finest In
Fencing

‘\, N/ N
Wood & M 'L
Chainlink

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

Now
Accepting

TR
B & M Fence Co.

COMMERCIAL + RESIDENTIAL
GET OUR PRICE & COMPARE
A FREE ESTIMATES
ROBERT MARQUEZ
263-1613 »
i s 1-800-525-1389
2117 N. Hwy. 87 « Big Spring

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling « Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing
Kitchen & Bath Specialist
BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

Gibbs Remodeling

New home Construction
Room Additions
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing
Ceramic Tile « Installation &
Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,
Minor Electrical

FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

L&R
Construction

Painting, Dry Wall,
Tape & Bedding,
Texture, Repairs,

Remodeling, Addition,
Tile & More.

432-213-5540

32163

J&J's
Handyman Service
(FREE ESTIMATES)

Tile, Remodeling, Painting,
Carpentry, Drywall, Garage
Doors, and Home Repairs

Jay Flores Sr. (Owner)
264-6412 (Home)
816-24317 (Cell)

Westex Telecom
High Speed DSL
OR
Dial-Up Internet Access

Local
Customer Service

268-8800 /-

We Dig
And Move
Trees, Lot
Clearing.

Call Us For Your Landscaping Needs
Decker Farm Supply
& Nursery

Stanton ¢ 756-3444

Gary Lee
Raking Leaves
Mowing, Tilling
Tree Trimming
Hedges
Hydromulching
Fescue Grass
Clean Flower Beds

Call 432-264-0299

CLEAN YARDS & ALLEYS,
CLEAN OUT STORAGE SHEDS,

HAULING, TILLING, TREE
TRIMMING & STUMP REMOVAL

Scoggin Lawn Service

267-5460

CELL

816-6150

CYC Lawn Service
Yard Mowed $25.00

* Hedge Trimming
¢ Tree Trimming
¢ Hauling
e Odd Jobs
CALL DAVE at
432-558-02817 or 935-2406

Senior discounts

Fre¢ Estimates

Pro Spa Nail aon

L

Pedicure: $21.99

Manicure: $11.99

Full Set: $20.00 & up

Refill: $13.99 & up
SPECIAL

Solar Nails: $29.00
11 EMarcyDr.Ste 110 (432 263-6245

(Next To Wal-Mart)

Southwestern A-1 Pest

Control
Since
1954
(432) 263 - 0441
Max F. Moore

2008 Birdwell Lane
swal pc.com New Website

mm@swalpc.com  Check It Out !!

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

Houses * Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

Reduced

1402 Main
1003, 1011 E. 11th

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!
Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Four Seasons
Insulatlon & Siding

Wall Insulation
Thermal
Replacement

Windows & Siding

Gall 264-8610

31610

Maranatha Baptist
Academy

School Age
Pre-4-5
K-12-ACE.

Home Schooling
Individualized
. Tutoring Available %

903 Johnson
263-7696

31609

STORAGE

LONE STAR STORAGE

Now Open

Located on I-20, 10 min.
from Big Spring.
Regular units and climate
control units available
PARK AND SELL

432-394-4499

7638

Broker / Owner

1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Ochoa
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

Zimmerman’s

Gifts & More
GIFTS COLLECTIBLES
HOME & GARDEN
GIFT REGISTRY

25% OFF 0II ALL ITEMS
ZIMMERMANSGIFTSANDHORE COM

432-261-2605 ..,

LIC #B14058

Alarm Systems &
Camera Systems

Spring City Security, Inc.

Security Services

6501 Craig Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720

TONYIA GRIGG Phone: (432) 816-4421
President Fax: (432) 264-7765
Owner/Manager tonyia_lei@yahoo.com

Courier &
Guarded Service

6687

FAST CASH

On Income Tax Refund
Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

-4 TAX ASSOCIATES

406 Runnels
(Across From Bargain Mart)

CALL
(432) 264-6134

“Se Habla Espanol”
*With RAL Approval

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE

TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.
For Tree Trimming
and removal.

Call
Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

Big Spring §p,ck & Ship

Your Wrapping, Packing, and Shipping Solution

*No waiting Lines *Lots of help
* More Shipping Choices

>

UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE

y— ) “ / AR

Free Shipping Supplles
with all carriers !'!

Pickup Service, Moving/Packaging Supplies
Copying Services, Faxing, Photo and Doc.
Scanning, Office Supplies,Full Service Printing,
Marketing Supplies, Ad Design, Web Design,

(432) 599-8018

808 Gregg St.
Big Spring, TX 79720
bigspringpackandship.com

web designing and hosting
www.bondwebs.com

Lane Bond
2605 Ann Drive
Big Spring, TX 79720

(432) 263-4033
(432) 213-0391 cell
lane@bondwebs.com

WINDOW TINT

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600

26942

Solar Gaurd
Window Tint
5 year limited
warranty
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Real Estate for Sale

EXCELLENT CONDITION.
Great floor plan. 3 bedroom, 2
bath. 1760 sq. feet.
$123,500.00. 4121 Theo St..
Call 432-263-3135,
432-413-8656.

FOR SALE By Owner, located
in Colorado City. 2Bdr/1Bath,
carport utility room, central
heat/air. Asking $40,000. Call
Robbie at 432-267-6537 or
leave a message.

FOR SALE: 3Bdr/2Bath, 2
stall, attached garage corner
lot, fully fenced, new heat and
air, screened patio, new gas
line, good roof, 1548 sq ft.
1101 Ridgeroad. $47,500. No
owner carry. 432-264-0182 be-
tween 7 and 9PM.

OWNER SAYS SELL-Beauti-
fully updated 3Bdr-11/2 Bath
home on Morrison. 50’s. Call
Doris, Home Realtors at
432-270-8920.

OWNER FINANCED Houses
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore, 1518
Wood, 1114 Mulberry and 603
Circle. Easy Terms. Call Rea-
gan at 432-634-6818.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No
Problem. Call (512)940-5200,
432-631-8100.

Vehicles

1991 CHEVROLET Corsica LT
49000 One Owner Miles. Ex-
cellent Condition. $2287.00.
Call 432-393-5309.

2003 FORD F150 Sport pickup
65,000 miles. $6,500.00. Call
432-394-4877.

HARLEY DAVIDSON 2002
Road King Classic. Screaming
Eagle Stage 1 Kit. True Duals.
Clean & low mileage.
432-816-1464.

© Puzzles by Pappocom
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Legals
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original

Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of EILEEN ZANT, Deceased, were
issued on January 31, 2008, in
Cause No. P-13616, pending in the
County Court of Howard County,
Texas, to: DANNY ZANT and
SARA HUHN.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to pre-
sent them to the undersigned
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

c/o: Danny Zant

2100 Bonham

Odessa, Texas 79761
Sara Huhn

404 Crested Ridge Lane

Ft. Worth, TX 76108
DATED the 14th day of March,
2008.

JOSHUA HAMBY

State Bar No.: 24034471
306 Scurry Street
P.O. Box 2199
Big Spring, Texas 79721-2199
Telephone: (432)263-8395
Facsimile: (432)263-4798
#5722 March 19, 2008

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Composer Arthur
Rubenstein once said,
“The seasons are what a
symphony
ought to be:
four perfect
movements
in harmony
with  each
other.”
Today,
planets
elegantly
orchestrate
the vernal
equinox,
heralding
celestial
balance between light and
dark: springtime. It’s also
beginning of the
astrological New Year —
the sun enters Aries.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You feel better about
life when it affords you
sweet freedom. You need
your space. Those who
understand the need will
be among your favorite
people. Distant, but
favored.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Your normal routine
is underway, and yet it’s
just not the same.
Something inside you has
changed. In fact, a few of
your daily habits don’t
seem to fit the new you
one bit.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Money won’t solve

the

HoLipAy
MATHIS

Annie’s Mailbox -: Advice for those in

Dear Annie: Every
week, a group of my
neighbors and friends
meets for dinner.

“Veronica,” a friend of
our neighbor’s for many
years, is morbidly obese.
For the past few months,
she has had an
overwhelming and
offensive odor of stale
urine. It’s so prevalent
that eating dinner in her
proximity is next to
impossible.

I am racking my brain
to come up with a tactful
way to say something. I
don’t know if Veronica
realizes how horrible she
smells. She is a very nice
person, but her hygiene
has become nonexistent.
What can I do? — Need
Tact in Indianapolis

Dear Need Tact: If this
is a recent development,
there could be physical
reasons behind it rather
than laziness about
hygiene. Incontinence
and a strong odor can be
the result of a urinary
tract infection or, in
some instances, diabetes.
If Veronica is morbidly
obese, she could have a
bladder control problem
as well and may
mistakenly believe she is
the only one who can

$400 T0 $1,000 PROFIT PER MONTH

i emanding boss.
e (2

But the rewards are great! I work for myself and
make a good living. I take responsibility for my performance
- it’s all up to me. A lot of people depend on me, and |
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Contracts are available now for motor route
carriers. For information, call 432-263-7331.

=
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

the problem. This should
come as a relief, taking
some of the pressure off.
What will solve the
problem is creativity and
courage, and you have

plenty of both.
CANCER (June 22-July
22). Friends will be

competitive. Love it or
hate it, you can’t deny
that it pushes you to step
up your game. Of course,
the friends you love best
are the ones who don’t
feel the need to outdo
you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
On your way to a goal,
you get the feeling that
you're missing out on
some fun — and for
what? If you see
immediate results for
your sacrifice, it might
just not be a sacrifice.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Everyone has a fuse,
and yours happens to be
very, very long.
Therefore, it takes a lot of
burning to set off an
explosion of emotion. But
someone close to you is
working on it.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Will financial success
corrupt your ethics? Well,
you’re about to find out!
The money is coming in,
and you have your pick
of ways to use it — and
the power it brings with
it.

KATHY MITCHELL
MARCY SUGAR

smell it. Talk to your
neighbor and ask if she’s
noticed this and if
Veronica is aware of it.
One of you should bite
the bullet and tell the
poor woman she needs to
see her doctor.

Dear Annie: 1 just
suffered through a dental
visit, and the suffering
was not from the pain of
treatment, but from the
dentist’s rude attitude.
And this is not the first
time, nor is it the only
dentist who has behaved
this way.

I am a senior citizen on
Social Security, and it is
impossible to have
regular checkups due to
the extreme cost. Put that
together with a lifelong
phobia of dental work,
and my teeth are hardly
in good shape. But
dentists don’t seem to
have any understanding
of money issues. I have
been rudely lectured time
after time. One even
came in with my X-rays
and slammed them down,
saying, “You are going to
lose all your teeth,” as if I
had done this on purpose.
I started to cry and he
just stared at me. I never
went back.

I just had X-rays and a
teeth cleaning and the
bill was $340 — half my
monthly income. What do
they expect us to do? The

ATTENTION

THE BIG SPRING
HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Small gestures yield
small results. And
sometimes, small results
are best. For instance,
where the neighbors are
concerned — it’s nice to
stay friendly and not too
involved.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Risk your ego. It
appears that you may
lose self-esteem when you
do, but you actually gain
self-esteem when you
realize you are strong
enough to face possible
rejection.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-

Jan. 19). Your special
charisma inspires
astounding generosity.

You may be encouraged
by people who actually
need encouragement,
supported by those with
very little support of
their own.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You learn best
from personal experience,
but it doesn’t have to be
your own. Interview the
people who know what
you want to know. Get
input from objective and
honest folks who’ve been
in similar straits.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Pay attention to
gentle reminders and
good-hearted kidding.
They’re telling you
something. When you

dental schools need to
teach a class on
compassion. —
Disappointed and Furious

Dear Furious: No one
should be browbeaten
into having dental work
done if it is not
affordable. Most dentists
are quite helpful about
the bills if you discuss it
with them beforehand.
Explain that you have a
phobia, that fixing
everything is cost-
prohibitive, and ask how
they can ease your fears
while maintaining some
regular care. You should
leave any practice where
the dentist berates you —
and be sure to say exactly
why you are walking out.

Dear Annie: I read the
letter from “Knowing We
Did the Right Thing,”
who donated their
daughter’s organs and
hadn’t heard from the
recipients. I'd like to
address this to them on
behalf of all of us:

Dear Donor Parents: I
received a liver
transplant on Aug. 1,
2004, in Birmingham,
Ala. You will never know
what a true gift of life is
until you get a second
chance. I am so very
proud of the decision you
made. My donor was a 29-
year-old man. I didn’t
know this young man or
his family until my
transplant. His family
and mine have gotten
together several times
since then.

I have two daughters
and a son-in-law who are
organ donors. Several
people became donors
after they saw what a
difference it made in my
life. I want to offer you
my heartfelt condolences
on the loss of your
daughter. I think she
would be very proud of
you for the number of
lives you’'ve saved. May
God bless you. — Edna in
Alabama

Dear Annie: Due to
financial difficulties, my
husband, children and I
moved into my mother’s
house a year ago. Mom
owns the place, but when
we moved in, she decided
to live full time in the
condo she also owns. We
pay the bills to keep the
house running and do
maintenance as needed.

Here is the issue: Mom,
who lived in this house
for over 20 years, still has
a key and stops by every
day. She walks in without
knocking and  starts
talking as if we have

heed the message, you
avoid having to deal with

a decidedly angrier
message later.
ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “My
Gemini daughter is
graduating college. I'm
concerned about her

ability to find work that
makes her happy — her
work history is erratic.”
Work, shmerk. If it’s
not fun, it’s not for
Gemini. Am I saying she
has a questionable work
ethic? Not at all. Because
Gemini can commit.
What’s more, she can
have a ball sweeping the
floor. And she can enjoy
running the coffee pot
just as much as she can

enjoy running the
company. She’s always
looking for the

amusements in life, and
she therefore finds them.
If there 1is a funny
monkey Web site, for
example, that allows her
to program a chimp in a
wig to say, “The
conference call has been
moved to three o’clock,”
Gemini is all over it.
Relax, mom. For Gemini,
there is no one thing;
there are many. She’s
multitalented, and she
keeps discovering new
interests into the next
century. So when she
wonders if she’d be better

nothing else to do. She
interrupts conversations
between my husband and
me or prevents me from
working on important
papers.

How do I get Mom to
see that she doesn’t live
here anymore and needs
to respect our privacy? It
is just rude and tactless.
— Married Daughter

Dear Daughter: Mom
still considers this to be
her house, not yours, and
she feels perfectly
comfortable and justified
dropping by whenever
she chooses. Talk to her
in a loving way and
explain that you’re sure

she doesn’t mean to
intrude on your privacy,
but the constant

unannounced visits are
creating some resentment
and the worry that she
might walk in at a
particularly inopportune
moment. She’s a landlord
now, not a tenant. Ask
her to please call first or,
at the very least, knock
before entering the house.
If she refuses, we
recommend installing a
new deadbolt or even a
simple chain. Tell her it’s
for safety purposes.
Although she will still be
welcome, you’ll have a
few minutes to put
yourself together before
opening the door.

Dear Annie: My wife
and I have three children,
only one of whom lives at
home. The older two live
in other parts of the
country, are not married
and will be traveling
home for an upcoming
family event. We will also
be hosting two of their
aunts and uncles, who
are visiting from the
West Coast for the same
event.

Who should get the
bedrooms? We don’t have
a guest room because my
elderly mother-in-law
lives with us, along with
her aide. There are some
pullout couches and
sleeping bags, which the
kids usually use. My wife
thinks the children
should be able to have
their former rooms when
they are home. I believe
it is more polite to offer

the bedrooms to the
visiting, married adult
guests. Should the

married couples have the
bedrooms, or should they
go to the single, young
adults? — John in
Cincinnati

Dear John: We admire
your hospitality. Those
rooms that are regularly

off quitting this job or
going for that position,
suggest she focus on
mastering whatever she’s
doing now. Once she
becomes masterful, down
from the heavens will
drop signs that make her
next career adventure
obvious. (Need -career
advice? Read my new
book, “Rock Your Stars:
Your Astrological Guide
to Getting it All.”)

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Bruce Willis is a Pisces.
Who Kknew? That’s the
mystery of this subtle
sign. Pisces is an
amalgam of all other
signs, so Pisceans have
the capacity to be just
about anybody they
choose to be. Bruce just
reaches into his zodiacal
closet and thinks, Maybe
r be a
warrior/comedian/politici
an today.

Holiday Mathis is the
author of “Rock Your
Stars.” If you would like
to write to her, please go
to www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
WWW.creators.com.

heed

occupied (yours, your
youngest child’s, your
mother-in-law’s)  should

be left alone. All other
bedrooms are  ‘“guest
rooms.” It makes more
sense for the older
married couples to get
private rooms and not
have to sleep on pullout
sofas or sleeping bags in
common areas of the
house. Your wife may
fear that if she makes
things less
accommodating for your
older children, they won’t
come home as often, but
we suspect the kids will
come anyway.

Dear Annie: The letter
from “Sad Mom,” whose
son-in-law is using
steroids, hit home. I was
married for 18 years to a
highly respected man
who used drugs. When
we separated, my family
was furious and our
friends and his colleagues
“couldn’t understand.”
None of them had any
idea what it was like
living with someone who
is hiding drug use.

As long as a drug user
continues to hold on to
his job and appear to be a
great  “family man,”
people can be swayed into
believing drugs are not
affecting those around
him. But I could not take
the fear, mistrust and
emotional abuse I had to
endure.

The mother who wrote
you should support her
daughter for having the
courage to separate
herself from a husband
who abuses his body and
their relationship with
steroids. — California

Dear California: We
agree that until you have
walked in the other
person’s shoes, it is
difficult to wunderstand
the misery of living with
an addict.

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the

Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your
questions to

anniesmailbox@comcast.
net, or write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190,
Chicago, IL 60611. To find
out more about Annie’s
Mailbox, and read
features by other
Creators Syndicate
writers and cartoonists,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
WWW.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.
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‘Why not check this out?

he library will be

closed Friday and

Saturday for the

Easter Holidays.
We will reopen Monday
at 10 a.m.

Another great thriller
from Greg Iles that will
keep you up at night,
“Third Degree” takes
place in Athens Point,
Miss.,
where a
doctor’s
life will
spiral out
of control
within a
space of a
week. A
hot-shot
helicopter
pilot/sher-
iff’s deputy
places two
roles: that
of a law enforcement per-
son and the lover of the
doctor’s wife. Is that
enough to get you curi-
ous? If it is, check out
“Third Degree” by Greg
Iles. The library has
quite a few of Greg’s
books, so look at some of
his prior work. Most can
be found in the Fiction
area, although a few are
located in the Mystery
section.

Spring is getting ready
to burst out with green
growth so it may be time
to get your equipment
into shape. The library
has just acquired several
service manuals on
small, air-cooled engines,
walk-behind lawn mow-
ers and yard and garden
tractors. These particular
volumes are for equip-
ment that was made
since 1990. We also pur-
chased volume 1 for large
diesel engines service
manual. It covers nine
different manufacturers

HoLLis
MCcCRIGHT

so you may be able to
glean some useful infor-
mation from them. Look
in the New Book Binder
for specific titles.

A very useful item has
been placed for circula-
tion. “Texas State
Directory” (976.4 TEX S)
has a wealth of informa-
tion on your state offi-
cials, boards, governing
information for cities
and counties and it also
contains a federal sec-
tion. The 2008 edition can
be found at the Reference
Desk and cannot be
checked out. Another ref-
erence item available is
“J.K. Lasser’s Your
Income Tax 2008” (REF
343.73 LAS J).

“Captured! The Betty
and Barney Hill UFO
Experience” (001.942 FRI
S) by Stanton T.
Friedman and Kathleen
Marden is the story of
the UFO abduction of
Betty and Barney Hill in
1946. More and more peo-
ple are convinced that
UFOs are real and their
existence is being cov-
ered up by the govern-
ment. If you have doubts
or questions about the
Hill case or alien experi-
ences in general,
“Captured!” will give you
the answers you're
searching for. But the
complete story of what
really happened that day,
its effect on the partici-
pants and the findings of
investigators has never
been told ... until now.
Kathleen Marden, Betty
Hill’s niece, shares
details from her discus-
sions with Betty and
from the evidence of the
UFO abduction. She also
looks at the Hills’ rivet-
ing hypnosis sessions
about their time onboard
the spacecraft.

The transcripts of these
sessions provide insight
into the character of the
aliens, including their
curiosity, their democrat-
ic discussions and their
desire to avoid inflicting
pain. In addition, co-
author, physicist and
ufologist Stanton T.
Friedman, the original
civilian investigator of
the Roswell Incident,
reviews and refutes the
arguments of those who
have attacked the Hill
case. No comment.

Do you like your rela-
tives? Would you be
friends with your sister
or brother? “Forced to
be Family: A Guide for
Living with Sinister
Sisters, Drama Mamas
and Infuriating In-
Laws” (646.780 DEL C)
by Cheryl Dellasega may
be able to help you learn
how to live with toxic
family members.

Trying to lose weight
for the summer? “The
Last 15” (613.25 SHU J)
by Dr. Joey Shulman will
show you how to reset
your metabolism, gain
energy, improvement in
moods and increased self-
worth. I wonder how it
goes with a bowl of Blue
Bell ice cream with
chocolate?

Volume 5 of the
“Collected Short
Stories of Louis
L’Amour” (LP W LAM
L) is in. Printed in large
print, it surely makes it
easy to read. Titles like
“The Ghost Maker”,
“When a Texan Takes
Over” or even “Marshal
of Painted Rock” takes
one back to the days of
ridin’, ropin’, wranglerin’
and shootin’. Not much
gray in a Western, bad is
bad and good is good.

A little big of fiction

Featuring Photos & Stories about your Friends,
Neighbors & Business Associates.

WHY ADVERTISE?

Available all year long for people interested in
moving to our area, and are pre-sold on choosing
the products and services of business that

advertise here.

You’ll want to advertise your business
in this comprehensive issue.

Call your Advertising Executive today.

432-263-1331

Identify yourself as an established part
of the community.

It’s a strong and effective opportunity to
tell your community relations story.
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has trickled in: Karen
Kingsbury’s “Someday”;
“Falling for You
Again” by Catherine
Palmer; Dee Henderson’s
“True Honor” and
“When Morning
Comes” by Cindy
Woodsmall. These are
categorized as Christian
Fiction. Bill Crider is
one of my favorite
authors and his new
mystery featuring Sheriff
Dan Rhodes promises to
be a great read. “Of All
Sad Words” is the title
and it mixes up guitars,
moonshine, Web sites
and county politics plus
a murder or two.

Only a couple of
Mondays remain for
Gloria Hopkins and her
“posse” to prepare tax
returns here at the
library. March 24, 31 and
April 7 are the remaining
dates. Hours are 8 a.m.
until noon. To get to the
basement, you enter at
the glass door to the
right of the main
entrance. There is an ele-
vator for those who need
to take it down to the
basement.

Howard County Library
hours are 10 a.m. to 6
p.m., Monday through
Friday and 10 a.m. until
2 p.m. Saturdays. The
Internet/Video room is
closed from noon until 2
p.m. Monday through
Friday and it will close a
half hour before closing.
The Library is located at
500 S. Main St. Our
phone number is 264-
2260. The Web site is
www.howard-
county.lib.tx.us.

Hollis McCright is direc-
tor of the Howard County
Library.

AP Photo/Sharon Stabley
The Irish Pub in Atlantic City, N.J., overflows with partici-
pants of its 24th annual day-after St. Patrick's Day tradi-
tion, Bag Day. Each March 18, people come from far and
near to jam the joint, most wearing some sort of bag fash-
ioned into a hat atop their head.

After St. Patrick’s Day comes
Bag Day at pub in Atlantic City

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) _ Paul Murphy came all
the way from Glasgow, Scotland, to stand against the
back wall of The Irish Pub with a pint in his hand and
a paper bag on his head.

He did not stand out in the least at the bar, which
was packed Tuesday afternoon with people wearing
brightly decorated paper bags atop their heads, for
this was Bag Day, the second-greatest day of the year
at The Irish Pub.

Each March 18, the day after St. Patrick’s Day, peo-
ple come from far and near to jam the joint, most
wearing some sort of bag fashioned into a hat atop
their head. The tradition dates back 24 years to a
group of exhausted waitresses and casino workers
who realized they had worked through the entire
night and missed St. Paddy’s Day.

“We said, ‘We didn’t have too much fun on St.
Patrick’s Day; let’s start our own holiday,’” said Cathy
Burke, who owns the pub. “The bartender had just
brought out a pile of bags that they use behind the bar,
and we put some on our heads and said, ‘We declare
today Bag Day, the official holiday of The Irish Pub
and anyone who has to work on St. Patrick’s Day.’”

That day, the staff met people at the door and told
them they couldn’t enter unless they wore a bag on
their heads, handing them out to the slightly startled
patrons. As the years went by, people started bringing
their own bags, many richly painted and decorated.

Rich Crofton drove 40 miles from Williamstown to
wear a white bag bedecked with shamrocks, drawings
of two sudsy mugs, and the words “Beer Me, I'm Irish”
on his hat.

“It’s a chance to let your hair down a little bit,” he
said.

His friend Karen Peacock, also of Williamstown, said
people come year after year to see friends they made

at Bag Day.
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By JENNIFER LOVEN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Five
years after launching the
U.S. invasion of Iraq,
President Bush is making
some of his most expan-
sive claims of success in
the fighting there. Bush
said last year’s troop
buildup has turned Iraq
around and produced “the
first large-scale Arab
uprising against Osama
bin Laden.”

Massive anti-war
demonstrations were
planned in downtown

Washington to mark
today’s anniversary of the
war, which has claimed
the lives of nearly 4,000
U.S. troops. Across the
river at the Pentagon,
Bush was to give a speech
to warn that backsliding
in recent progress fueled
by the increase of 30,000
troops he ordered more
than a year ago cannot be

10:45 AM

made and seal the extrem-
ists’ defeat,” he said in
excerpts the White House
released Tuesday night.
“We
through hard experience
what happens when we
pull our forces back too
fast — the terrorists and
extremists step in, fill the
vacuum,
havens and use them to
spread chaos and car-
nage.”

have learned

establish safe

Bush added: “The suc-

cesses we are seeing in
Iraq are undeniable, yet
some in Washington still
call for retreat.”

Democrats took a differ-

ent view.

“On this grim mile-

stone, it is worth remem-
bering how we got into
this situation, and think-
ing about how best we
can get out,” said Rep.
John Dingell,
“The tasks that remain in
Irag — to bring an end to
sectarian

D-Mich.

conflict, to
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" Bush to give speech marking 5-year anniversary of Iraq invasion

ment that is capable of
providing for the needs of
the Iraqi people — are
tasks that only the Iraqis
can complete.”

The president’s address
sought to shift the
nation’s focus from eco-
nomic ills to the security
gains in Iraq, part of a
series of events the White
House planned around
the anniversary and an
upcoming report from the
top U.S. figures in Iraq,
Gen. David Petraeus and
Ambassador Ryan
Crocker.

Vice President Dick
Cheney just completed a
two-day visit to view Iraq
developments in person.
Expected GOP presiden-
tial nominee John
McCain also went to Iraq
this week.

Before top Pentagon offi-
cials and hundreds of oth-
ers, Bush planned to trace
the war’s “high cost in
lives and treasure” and

effort. In the excerpts, he
defended the war as nec-
essary at first, now, and
for an undefined future
until Iraq is stable
enough to stand on its
own.

“The surge has done
more than turn the situa-
tion in Iraq around — it
has opened the door to a
major strategic victory in
the broader war on ter-
ror,” the president said.

“For the terrorists, Iraq
was supposed to be the
place where al-Qaida ral-
lied Arab masses to drive
America out. Instead,
Iraq has become the place
where Arabs joined with
Americans to drive al-
Qaida out. In Iraq, we are
witnessing the first large-
scale Arab uprising
against Osama bin Laden,
his grim ideology, and his
terror network. And the
significance of this devel-
opment cannot be over-
stated.”
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the U.S. military against
the group known as al-
Qaida in Iraq, a mostly
homegrown, Sunni-based
insurgency. Experts ques-
tion how closely — or
even whether — the
group is connected to the
international al-Qaida
network. As for bin
Laden, he is rarely heard
from and is believed to be
hiding in Pakistan.

Iraqg no longer domi-
nates the public debate

I\ o . A
In Observation of Good Friday

The following Financial Institutions
will observe the following:

and tops voters’ concerns.
With the economy taking
a tumble, things improv-
ing by some measures in
Iraq and much attention
riveted on the 2008 presi-
dential race, Iraq has
faded from the front burn-
er.

Bush has successfully
defied efforts by the
Democratic-led Congress
to force troop with-
drawals or set deadlines
for pullouts.
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‘» News in brief

U.S. forces raid Afghan village near border

with Pakistan, Killing 6, officials say

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — U.S. forces searching
for bomb makers raided Afghan homes near the bor-
der with Pakistan early Wednesday, exchanging gun-
fire with militants. Six people were killed, including
two children and a woman, Afghan officials said.

The U.S.-led coalition said its forces were searching
compounds in Khost province for a militant named
Bismullah who organized roadside bomb attacks and
smuggled weapons. Militants shot at the troops, who
returned fire and killed “several militants,” including
Bismullah and Rahim Jan, another man suspected of
making bombs, the coalition said.

A woman and two children were among six people
killed, said Khibar Pashtun, a spokesman for the
Khost governor.

The coalition statement said a woman and a child
who were in one of the buildings from which militants
were shooting were Kkilled.

“Coalition forces take every possible precaution to
ensure the safety of noncombatants during the conduct
of operations. It is regrettable that militants continue
to place innocent lives at risk simply to further their
own agendas,” Maj. Chris Belcher, a spokesman for
the coalition, said in a statement.

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s schedules

as first lady to be released to public

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) — Hillary Rodham
Clinton’s schedules as first lady — thousands of pages
worth — are being released after months of pressure
and criticism that the Clintons were delaying making
them public.

On Tuesday, the National Archives announced it
would release 11,046 pages of daily schedules of the
first lady at former President Clinton’s presidential
library in Little Rock and online Wednesday morning.
The archives operates the library.

Clinton has faced criticism from fellow Democratic
presidential candidate Barack Obama and Republicans
over the number of White House documents from her
husband’s administration that have not been made

public.

The documents to be released include schedules for
2,888 days and are the files from Patti Solis Doyle, who
was the former first lady’s scheduling director. Doyle
served as Clinton’s campaign manager but stepped
down in February after a series of losses to Obama in
the Democratic nomination battle.

The archives said 4,746 pages of documents have
parts blacked out, mostly to protect the privacy of
third parties, including their Social Security numbers,
telephone numbers, and home addresses.

Georgian president to seek boost from

Bush at meeting over NATO membership

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Mikhail
Saakashvili of the Republic of Georgia is looking for a
boost to his country’s aspirations for NATO member-
ship when he meets with President Bush.

The two leaders also are likely to discuss on
Georgia’s tensions with Russia over the possibility of
NATO membership and Russia’s support of two break-
away Georgian regions.

Bush, who has been a strong advocate of Georgia’s
NATO hopes, may not be able offer more than encour-
agement to Saakashvili in their White House meeting
scheduled for Wednesday.

Bush plans to attend NATO’s summit April 2-4 in
Bucharest, Romania, and Georgia’s chances of joining
a program that would prepare it for eventual member-
ship will hinge on winning unanimous support of the
26 member countries. Some Western leaders, including
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, have misgivings
about moving Georgia a step closer to membership.

Russia has opposed NATO’s eastward expansion and
seems particularly angered about the prospect of mem-
bership for Georgia and Ukraine. The leaders of both
former Soviet republics have annoyed Moscow by
turning toward the West.

Astronauts move giant robot to prime

parking spot at international space station
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — Dextre the robot
got a prime parking spot at the international space sta-

FCC grant to create broadband network to
help expand telemedicine in the rural West

By SUE MAJOR HOLMES
Associated Press Writer

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.
— In rural areas, where
accessing health care is
often a challenge, the doc-
tors and patients of the
future will increasingly
be linked by virtual inter-
states.

That’s the vision of Dr.
Dale Alverson, who pre-
dicts clinics, hospitals
and private doctors’
offices will routinely be
hooked into a computer-
ized network for telemedi-
cine, allowing specialists
to review records of far-
away patients, analyze
tests remotely and consult
doctors elsewhere.

“I believe, in the end,
telehealth will be part of
doing business in the
health field, just like we
use the telephone,” said
Alverson, medical direc-
tor of the Center for
Telehealth at the
University of New
Mexico’s Health Sciences
Center. “It won’t be
looked at as something
unique or special; it’s just
what we do. ... Just as for
many of us now it’s sec-
ond nature to use the
Internet and the Web for
health information.”

A $15.5 million grant
from the Federal
Communications
Commission to the Center
for Telehealth and
Cybermedicine Research
at the Health Sciences
Center will be used to
design, build, operate and
evaluate a Southwest
Telehealth Access Grid, a
broadband network large-
ly serving rural areas that
typically lack such tech-

dg@ Kxchey@
l_l_l;MlH(' and |
Daﬂﬁ Bel_gfm

s

5k 40 Feare

N\

Confections

Plaza Oaks
Wadley & Garfield » Midland

432-570-4040
www.susiessouthforty.com

nology.

The grant to increase
the bandwidth will be a
boon to New Mexico, said
Gary Bauerschmidt,
UNM’s director for infor-
mation technology ser-
vices and co-chairman of
the network design and
modeling committee.

“There’s a lot of sites
that have no connectivity
or very poor connectivi-
ty,” he said. “Telehealth
is such an advantage
here. Doctors just can’t
travel around our state,
and when you get to the

reservations, it’s even
more challenging.”

The grid of telehealth
networks will support
rural systems and connec-
tions to more than 500
sites, primarily in New
Mexico and Arizona,
along with several Indian
Health Service sites in
Colorado, California,
Nevada, Texas and Utah.

“What this really means
is a network of networks,
a virtual electronic high-
way that allows you as a
patient to access health
care at a distance,”

CANCER SOCIETY.

TEXASTONE QUARRIES SUPPORTS
RELAY FOR LIFE!

*ASTO
ST Ve
QUARRIES

TexaStone Rockers were top fundraisers in
2007 for the Howard-Glasscock County Relay
for Life. So come see us on Saturday, March 29,
2008 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., for our Stone
and Scrap Sale, all proceeds go to AMERICAN

Call for Details 432-354-2569.

7988

Alverson said.
Eventually, telemedi-
cine could make virtual
house calls, he said. With
an aging population and a
related increase in chron-
ic disease, “the shift is
more to getting the care
to the patient where they
live,” Alverson said.

tion and should be able to keep it for at least a few
months.

Astronauts moved the mechanical hulk to its new
perch outside NASA’s Destiny lab on Tuesday night,
wrapping up nearly a week of robotic work.

Before they could relocate the robot, astronauts
aboard the linked shuttle Endeavour and space station
had to fold up Dextre’s two arms, both of which have
seven joints. It was a slow process that took an hour
for each arm. The move itself, on the end of the space
station’s mechanical arm, went fairly quickly.

Dextre — a 12-foot giant with 11-foot arms — was
launched into space in nine pieces aboard a transport
bed, or pallet, that served as the robot-construction
zone. Three spacewalks were needed to put the robot
together. First, the hands were attached to the arms.
Then the arms were connected to the torso. Finally, on
Monday night, the eyes and tool belt were added.

The Canadian Space Agency supplied the $200 mil-
lion-plus robot, conceived as an assistant to space-
walking astronauts. It may be months, or possibly
even a year, before the robot is put to the test. That’s
how long it will take to check out the robot and allow

an appropriate job to present itself.
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This Date
In History

Today is Wednesday,
March 19, the 79th day of
2008. There are 287 days left
in the year. This is the date
the swallows traditionally
return to the San Juan

Capistrano  Mission in
California.
Today’s Highlight in
History:
On March 19, 2003,

President Bush ordered the
start of war against Iraq.
(Because of the time differ-
ence, it was early March 20
in Iraq.)

On this date:

In 1859, the opera “Faust”
by Charles Gounod pre-
miered in Paris.

In 1917, the Supreme
Court, in Wilson v. New,
upheld the eight-hour work
day for railroad workers.

In 1918, Congress approved
Daylight Saving Time.

In 1931, Nevada Gov. Fred
B. Balzar signed a measure
legalizing casino gambling.

In 1945, during World War

II, 724 people were Killed
when a Japanese dive
bomber attacked the U.S.
carrier Franklin off Japan;
the ship, however, was
saved.

In 1945, Adolf Hitler issued
his so-called “Nero Decree,”
ordering the destruction of
German facilities that could
fall into Allied hands.

In 1953, the Academy
Awards ceremony was tele-
vised for the first time; “The
Greatest Show on Earth”
was named best picture of
1952.

In 1958, the film “South
Pacific,” adapted from the
Rodgers and Hammerstein
stage musical, was released.

In 1979, the U.S. House of
Representatives began tele-
vising its day-to-day busi-
ness.

In 1987, televangelist Jim
Bakker resigned as chair-
man of his PTL ministry
organization amid a sex and
money scandal involving
Jessica Hahn, a former
church secretary.

Today’s Birthdays: Former
White House national secu-
rity adviser Brent Scowcroft
is 83. Actor-director Patrick
McGoohan is 80. Theologian

Hans Kung is 80. Jazz musi-
cian Ornette Coleman is 78.
Author Philip Roth is 75.
Actress Renee Taylor is 75.
Actress-singer Phyllis
Newman 1is 75. Actress
Ursula Andress is 72. Singer
Clarence “Frogman” Henry
is 71. Singer Ruth Pointer
(The Pointer Sisters) is 62.
Actress Glenn Close is 61.
Film producer Harvey
Weinstein is 56. Actor Bruce
Willis is 53. Rock musician
Gert Bettens (K’s Choice) is
38. Rock musician Zach
Lind (Jimmy Eat World) is
32. Actress Abby Brammell
is 29. Actor Craig Lamar
Traylor is 19. Actor Philip
Bolden is 13.
® 2008 The Associated Press.
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ACROSS 63 lowa State’s 9 Mrs. Dick 33 Flip-chart
1 Classified home Tracy holder
listings 64 Gourmet 10 Botch 34 Tog (up)
5 Be worthy of mushroom 11 “The dog ate 36 Metro station

10 Radar dot 65 Soften, with my homework,” 39 Added

14 Inventor’s “down” e.g. punch to
spark 66 Days gone by 12 Currier’s 40 Dust-up

15 Trixie’s 67 Broadcast partner 41 La Cage
sitcom pal workers’ org. 13 Stove-top __ Folles

16 Kilauea 68 Deep black utensil 47 Anderson of
outflow 21 Rent-a-car Baywatch

17 Cap visor DOWN shuttle 48 Little devil

18 Competes at 1 Triangular 22 Former Czech 50 Pindar, for one
Indy sail president 51 Luckless one

19 Portentous 2 Garfielddog 25 One on the 52 Tibetan priest
signal 3 Fight starter run 53 Actress

20 Height 4 “Half-off” 26 Supermarket Thompson
boosters event passageway 54 Heliport site

23 Air hero 5 Percussion 27 Well-known 55 Rudely abrupt

24 Tarzan instrument hymn 56 Voting no on
neighbor 6 Make joyous 28 Pig __ poke 57 Whistle hour

25 Hot cereal

29 Serb or Croat

32 Marked, as a
ballot

7 Little Caesar
gangster
8 Bakery gizmo

31 Mandela’s

29 Strip-mall unit
30 Oral tradition

58 Pull hard
59 Traveler’s aid

org. 62 “You, there!”

35 Pride member

2

3 |4 6 |7 |8

9 10 |11 12 |13

36 Sculptor’s
medium

16

37 Truck 17

compartment

38 Cost-of-living
provision

42 Lodge
member

43 Be wild about

19

20

26

21

23

27 |28 29

44 Plays for a

30

22

24

31 32 |33

36

sap
45 '20s auto

37

40

46 Manage

somehow
47 Screen dots
49 “Friend or __ 7"
51 Hasty escape
52 Firehouse
group
59 Nativity trio

57 |58

62

60 Timid sort
61 Biblical

boatwright
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