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HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Howard County Justice of the Peace Kathryn Wiseman pours punch for local resident
Karen Carman during a special reception in the Justice of the Peace courtroom, locat-
ed on the second floor of the county courthouse. According to Wiseman, county
inmates, under the direction of HCSO Sgt. Jason Ogle, repaired and refinished all of the
wood in the 55-year-old courtroom, while Congressman Randy Neugebauer and State
Sen. Kel Seliger provided new flags for the courtroom.

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan
Calling the Feb, 18 explosion at the Big Spring Refinery a miracle because only a handful of people were injured, local
groups have joined together to hold a “Refinery Miracle Thanksgiving Service” at 7 p.m. Sunday.

The board of directors for Moore
Development will meet Wednesday at
5:15 p.m. in the Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce board room,
located at 215 W. Third Street. 

The board is slated to consider finan-
cial and investment reports for the
month of January during the meeting,
with time for comments from the board
and the public allotted on the agenda.

For more information, call 264-6032.

By JOHN A. MOSELEY
Managing Editor

A community-wide “Refinery
Miracle Thanksgiving Service”
has been scheduled for Sunday at
the First Baptist Church of Big
Spring.

The event will begin at 7 p.m.
with a dinner for refinery workers
and their families, first respon-
ders and their families and mem-
bers of local churches and faith-
based organizations. The dinner
will be held in the church’s gym-
nasium.

The thanksgiving service, which
is expected to last about an hour,

will begin at 8 p.m. in the church’s
sanctuary.

“This is really a community-
wide event and we’re encouraging
everyone in the community to
come out and join us in thanking
God for providing the absolute
miracle we experienced last
Monday,” said Everett Bender,
one of several people involved in

coordinating the service.
“In fact, this is really a coopera-

tive effort,” Bender added. “A lot
of people, employees and company
officials from Alon USA, Mayor
Russ McEwen, County Judge
Mark Barr, the Big Spring Herald,
all of our radio stations, the

See MIRACLE, Page 3A

Refinery Miracle Service set Sunday
“...we as a community want to express our appreciation for
God’s hand in this emergency, the first responders’ efforts 
and Alon’s continued commitment to our community.” 

—Everett Bender

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Howard County com-
missioners gave the go-
ahead for possible road
work necessary for the
Airtricity Panther Creek
Wind Farm, which is
expected to bring 24 new
wind turbines to the
county.

“This resolution grants
use of county roads to the
Airtricity Panther Creek
Wind Farm, which begins
in Sterling County and
continues through south-
western Howard into
Glasscock County,” said
Terry Wegman, executive
director of Moore
Development, which
serves as the tax abate-
ment liaison in the coun-
ty.

Commissioners express-
ed some concern over lia-
bility for damages to
county roadways caused
by the project.

“Now, we’re covered
whereby if there is any
damage to the road,
Airtricity will be respon-
sible for them, correct?”
County Judge Mark Barr
asked.

According to Wegman,
Airtricity will be liable

for any dam-
ages, part of
its original
contract with
the county.

“That’s actu-
ally in the tax
a b a t e m e n t
a g r e e m e n t , ”
said Wegman.
“There’s a sec-
tion under
road mainte-
nance that
covers that.”

C o m m i s s -
ioner Jerry
Kilgore said
he was con-
cerned about
the measures

the company will be tak-
ing with utility lines.

“Are you crossing or
boring under, or going
down a right-of way?”
asked Kilgore.

Bobby Blunt,
spokesman for Airtricity,
said there are measures
built into the abatement
agreement that require
the wind energy develop-
er to provide notice
before any permits are
issued.

“If we’re going to cross
at all, we’ll be letting you

See COUNTY, Page 3A

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Area property owners who haven’t
paid their 2007 taxes may want to get a
move on, as the second deadline — and
more penalties and interest — are just
over the horizon.

After Thursday, Howard County prop-
erty taxpayers will see a 7 percent

penalty and 2 percent inter-
est if their marker hasn’t
been cleared, according to
County Tax Assessor Kathy
Sayles.

“Once the taxes go delin-
quent in February, the penal-

See TAXES, Page 3A

Penalties to mount for those
who haven’t paid property taxes

Moore board
slates meeting
for Wednesday

Commissioners
give OK to wind
farm road work
Voice concerns over utility
lines, possible road damage

Sayles

Wegman

Kilgore
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Herald Staff Report
COAHOMA — Call it a tune-up

game.
Coahoma’s Bulldogs got a taste

of the competition they will face
in a baseball tournament starting
Thursday in Sweetwater by play-
ing the host Mustangs Monday in
Coahoma.

If the Bulldogs perform as well
in the tournament as they did
Monday, then nothing less than a
first-place finish should be
expected.

Coahoma’s starting pitcher
Donnie Garcia carried a perfect

game through three innings as
the Bulldogs pounded
Sweetwater, 13-3, in a five-inning
contest shortened by the 10-run
mercy rule.

Garcia struck out six in three
innings, but was replaced by Ray
Gutierrez to start the fourth.
Bulldogs Head Coach Brad
Harman said he just wanted to
make sure several of his pitchers
got work.

“Donnie didn’t want to come off
the mound because his arm was
feeling really good,” Harman
said. “I didn’t want to give him
too much work, though. We’ll

need his arm for the tournament
and I haven’t decided who I’m
going to start in our first district
game next week. I want to make
sure he got work, but that he also
didn’t get tired.”

Coahoma’s sticks certainly
weren’t getting tired. The
Bulldogs batted around in both
the first and third innings and
scored all 13 of their runs in the
first three frames.

With Garcia dominating on the
mound, the Bulldogs scored
seven runs on five hits in the
first inning and batted around
for another five runs in the third

inning. Coahoma came close to
sending the entire lineup to the
plate in the second inning as
well, but Sweetwater made some
strong defensive plays to keep
the Bulldogs from crossing the
plate more than one time in the
frame.

The Mustangs scored two runs
in the fourth and added another
in the fifth. Harman was most
encouraged by the Bulldogs’
stronger play in the field,
though. Coahoma committed 10
errors in its final game of the

See BULLDOGS, Page 4B
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Crossroads high 
school varsity
sports calendar

TODAY
Garden City basket-

ball vs. Fort Davis at
Monahans, 7 p.m.

Big Spring softball
vs. Midland High, 6
p.m.

Big Spring baseball
at Odessa Permian, 4
p.m.

Forsan baseball vs.
McCamey, 4:30 p.m.

Forsan softball at
Colorado City, 4 p.m.

Coahoma softball vs.
Abilene Wylie, 7 p.m.

THURS.-SAT.
Big Spring baseball

at Monahans Tourna-
ment.

Big Spring softball at
Killeen Tournament.

Forsan baseball at
Wall Tournament.

Forsan softball at
Snyder Tournament.

Coahoma baseball at
Sweetwater Tourna-
ment.

Coahoma softball at
Lubbock tournament.

Grady Wildcats
ousted, fall to
Lorenzo, 45-38

Grady’s Wildcats
took an unexpected
early exit from the
Class A, Division II
state playoffs, falling
to Lorenzo, 45-38.

Justin Tubb scored a
game-high 18 points,
but was trumped by
Lorenzo’s Jason
Merrill and Matt
Villegas, who scored 17
and 16, respectively.

Grady finishes the
season 22-3.

Big Spring golf
teams showing 
improvement

Big Spring’s varsity
golf teams competed
this weekend in two
separate tournaments.

The boys played in
the Tall City
Invitational with a
team comprised of
Blake Broman, Jared
Wilkerson, Andrew
Fillingim, Kade Parker
and Gerald Harris.

They struggled with
the wind, but
improved 22 strokes
the second day.

The girls competed
in Fort Stockton and
finished seventh.
Cassie Guinn, Ariel
Johnson, Holly
Bancroft, Sophia
Gonzales and Cece
Acosta made up the
team.

Guinn tied for sec-
ond, but lost in a play-
off. 

Last chance for
Big Spring Girls
Softball registration

The Big Spring Girls
Softball Association
has its last day for reg-
istering for the 2008
youth softball season
Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. at the Big
Spring Mall across
from Merle Norman. 

Girls ages 4 to 14 as
of Jan. 1 are eligible to
play.

Fee is $45 with a $5
discount for a second
child.

Anyone with ques-
tions can call Rodney
Jones at 213-3750.

IINN B BRIEFRIEF Bulldogs run-rule Sweetwater

By JONATHAN HULL
Herald Sports Editor

Howard College’s
Hawks and South Plains
College’s Texans put on a
show the first time they
matched up this season.
The two basketball
squads battled for an
extra 25 minutes Jan. 24,
battling through five
overtimes before South
Plains prevailed with the
108-106 victory.

The rematch Monday
night was decided by the
end of regulation, howev-
er, as Howard wrapped up
the Western Junior
College Athletic
Conference’s No. 3 seed
heading into the Region V
Tournament with a 75-70
victory. 

The Hawks led by 2 at
intermission, but quickly
fell behind in the second
half, 51-44, courtesy of a 6-
0 South Plains run that
ended with 12:38 left on
the clock.

However, Howard had a
response, ripping off an
10-2 run and regaining the
lead, 54-53, with 8:17 left
in regulation. Still, South
Plains had plenty left in
the tank, envoking anoth-
er 6-0 run that gave them
a 5-point advantage, 59-54,
with 6:54 left.

The last momentum
shift of the night belonged
to Howard, though.

Trailing 63-58 with less
than four minutes
remaining on the clock,
the Hawks embarked on a
9-0 run to take the lead for
good. 

Denzel Barnes initiated
to blitz with a 3-pointer
from the top of the key.
Sean Watson followed up
Barnes with a trey of his
own, giving the Hawks at
64-63 advantage. Howard
added another three
points for good measure
Markeys Deans found a
slashing Watson, who
attacked the basket with a
reverse layup, sinking the
basket and drawing a
fould. Watson converted
the charity shot and
matched Howard’s biggest
lead of the game at four
points with 2:33 left to
play.

South Plains drained a
three with 22 seconds left
to pull within 1, 69-68, but
was forced to foul Howard
to get another possession.
The Hawks were a perfect
six of six at the charity
stripe in the final 20 sec-
onds, icing the 75-70 victo-
ry.

The Texans were led by
Landon Tatum and Nick
Okorie, who scored 18
points apiece. David
Tairu chipped in 11 and
Jonathan Hall added 10.

See HAWKS, Page 2B

Howard heads into Region V with win

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull
Howard College Hawks point guard Denzel Barnes looks over the offense in action from ear-
lier this season. Barnes scored 15 points off the bench in the Hawks’ 75-70 win over South
Plains Monday.

Hawks clinch third seed with 
75-70 win over South Plains

By JONATHAN HULL
Herald Sports Editor

Howard’s women’s basketball
team doesn’t have to wait any
longer. The regular season is
over and the Hawks have quali-
fied for the Region V
Tournament in Belton for the
first time since 2001. 

However, they probably didn’t
want to go into the tournament
with a performance like the one
they had Monday night at
Dorothy Garrett Coliseum.

For the first 13 minutes,
Howard scored point for point
with South Plains College, then
didn’t score a field goal over the
last six minutes of the first half,
leading to a drubbing from the
Lady Texans, 58-40.

“This isn’t how we wanted to
go into the tournament at all,”
said Hawks Head Coach Earl
Diddle. “I think a lot of credit
goes to South Plains. They’re a
very good team defensively.
Their quickness takes its toll on
us. Our emphasis was that we
had to screen and separate on
offense to get our players free.
We didn’t do a good job of that.”

South Plains outscored Howard
13-1 over the last six minutes of
the opening half, opening up a
31-19 halftime lead. The Hawks
only scored four points in the
last 10 minutes of the first.

The second half didn’t start
much better as the Hawks
appeared to have little energy

and never found a rhythm on the
offensive end. The Lady Texans
opened the second with a 7-2 run,
extending their lead to 38-21 with
15:38 left. 

Howard’s play didn’t improve
from there as they turned the
ball over 10 times and failed to
secure defensive rebounds in the
final 20 minutes, leading to plen-
ty of easy baskets for the Lady
Texans. South Plains scored 22
points off of Howard turnovers
and 13 second-chance points.

“We’re standing there watching
the ball instead of blocking out,”
said Diddle. “We gave up a
tremendous amount of easy bas-
kets. We’re going to see a team
like this at the regional tourna-
ment. We may see this team
again there. We’ve got to take
better care of the ball, set better
screens and get some separation
offensively. If we can’t do that,
then we’re not going to last very
long. Every team we’ve played
with better overall quickness has
given us trouble and we know
that.”

Candace Lambert was the only
Howard player to score in double
figures, hitting for 16 points. 

South Plains was led by
Brittany Blackmon’s 18 points
and Chasity Workman’s 17
points and 16 rebounds. 

The Hawks play March 7 in the
opening round of the Region V
Tournament. An official game 

See HOWARD, Page 4B

Hawk women struggle, lose to South Plains

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull
Howard College Hawks point guard Jotosha McDonald brings the ball down
the court in action from earlier this season. McDonald and the Hawks strug-
gled offensively in a 56-40 loss to South Plains College Monday.
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Patricia Key Johnson
Patricia Key Johnson, 69 years of age,

born in Big Spring on Dec. 31, 1938,
went to be with the Lord on Feb. 24,
2008, after a courageous battle with can-
cer. Her husband, the Rev.Roy W
Johnson, preceded her in deatrh.

Funeral services will be held at the
Brookehill Funeral Home Chapel at 2
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2008, with
interment to follow at San Jose Burial
Park. Visitation will be held at the

funeral home on Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2008, from 5:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m.

She is survived by her children, Roy Allan Johnson
and wife, Margie, of Big Spring, RheaNell Rogers and
her husband, Clifton, of Floresville,  Avery Johnson of
San Antonio, Vicky Cervantes and her husband,
Victor, of San Antonio and Wendy Moran of San
Antonio; one brother, Charles Key and his wife,
Carolyn, of California; one sister, Juanice Godwin and
husband, Wayne, of Colorado; one brother-in-law, Billy
Johnson and his wife, Opal, of Big Spring; 12 grand-
children; six great-grandchildren; and numerous other
loving family members and friends.

Paid obituary

Marge Kolden
Marge Kolden, 79, of Big Spring died

Thursday, Feb. 21, 2008, at her resi-
dence. Memorial services will be at 10
a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2008, at Myers
& Smith Funeral Home with the Rev.
Carroll Kohl officiating. 

She was born Sept. 19, 1928, in
Koblenz, Germany, to Gulia and Hanz
Bernd. She married Earl Kolden in 1954
in Germany. She moved to the U.S. in
1955 and then to Big Spring in 1969. She

was the manager of Auto Hobby Shop at Webb Air
Force Base for more than eight years and Payless
Shoes more than 10 years. She was a Lutheran. 

She is survived by her husband, Earl Kolden of Big
Spring; two sons, Dale Kolden and his wife, Marilyn,
of O’Brien, Fla., and Jerry Kolden of Big Spring; one
daughter, Michelle Lipski and her husband, Mark, of
Mineola; a son-in-law, Lonnie Gillihan of Philadelphia,
Pa.; two grandchildren, Julie Kolden and Mark Lipski
Jr.; one brother, George Bernd of Germany; and one
niece, Bettina Bernd of Germany.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death
by one daughter, Julie Gilllihan; one brother; and one
sister. 

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

Paid obituary

L.C. Gibbs Jr.
L.C. Gibbs Jr., 80, of Big Spring died

Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2008, in a local hospi-
tal. Graveside funeral services will be
held at 2 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 28, 2008, at
the Peace Chapel at Trinity Memorial
Park with Brother Monroe Teeters offi-
ciating.

The family will receive friends from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday at the Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home.

He was born May 14, 1927, in Knott
and married Zelda Mae Riddle on Nov. 12, 1948, in Big
Spring.

Mr. Gibbs lived in Howard County all his life, except
for serving in the United States Army Air Corps dur-
ing World War II. He owned and operated the Chevron
service station at Fourth and Birdwell for 32 years. He
also farmed in the Salem Community, retiring in 1988.
He was a member of Salem Baptist Church where he
served as a deacon.

He is survived by his wife, Zelda Riddle Gibbs; two
sons, L.C. “Trip” Gibbs III and wife, Cheryl, of Lake
Colorado City and Paul Gibbs and wife, Rhonda, of
Midland; eight grandchildren; five great-grandchil-
dren; and one brother, Charles Ray Gibbs of Royce
City.

He was preceded in death by his parents, L.C. Sr. and
Della Gibbs, and sisters, Gladys Sanderson, Inez
McLemore, Jewel Fields, Juanita Heflin, Faye Finley
and Clara Ponder.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorials be
made to your favorite charity or Gideon’s
International, P.O. Box 133, Big Spring 79721-0133.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at:
www.npwelch.com.

Sgt. Conrad Alvarez
Sgt. Conrad Alvarez, 22, of Big Spring

died Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2008, in Iraq.
Funeral services will be at 11 a.m.
Thursday, Feb. 28, 2008, at Myers &
Smith Chapel with the Rev. Bernard
Gully and Chaplain Joel Miller officiat-
ing. Burial with full military honors
will be at Mt. Olive Memorial Park.
Vigil services will be at 7 p.m.
Wednesday at Myers & Smith Chapel. 

Conrad was born Jan. 20, 1986, in
Sweetwater. He grew up in Sweetwater and Roscoe. He
attended school in both towns and played football for
the Roscoe Plowboys. He graduated from high school
in 2004 at Hobbs, Texas. He moved to Big Spring in
2004 and enlisted in the Army in 2005. He was on his
second tour in Iraq. Conrad married Maira Chavez
Oct. 10, 2007, in Hopkinsville, Ky. He was a Catholic.

Conrad is survived by his wife, Maira Alvarez of
Oakgrove, Ky., also serving in the Army at Fort
Campbell; two daughters, Alyssa Alvarez and Celeste
Alvarez, both of Sweetwater; mother, Belinda Garcia
and her husband, Pedro, of Big Spring; one sister,
Christina Menchaca of Big Spring; one brother,
Timothy Alcala of Pryor, Okla.; one aunt; and one
nephew. 

Conrad was preceded in death by his grandfather,
Felix Alvarez, and one aunt, Rosemary Duran. 

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

Christina Perez
Christina Perez, 90, of Big Spring died Tuesday, Feb.

19, 2008, at Parkview Nursing and Rehab Center.
Private burial was held Monday at Mt. Olive Memorial
Park. 

She was born July 24, 1917, in Mingus to Esabel and
Isabel Soto. She was a homemaker. 

She is survived by one daughter, Olga Lewis and her
husband, Jerry, of Big Spring; and one grandson, Ian
Scott of Big Spring. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death
by her husband, Juan Perez, on June 15, 1984. 

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

Sally J. Reibe
Sally J. Reibe, 71, of San Angelo died Sunday, Feb.

24, 2008. Services will be held at Johnson’s Funeral
Home Chapel at 11 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 28, 2008.

She is survived by her husband, Horace Reibe, and
sons Tim Reibe, Scott and Mike Jennings.  

Otis Young
Otis Young, 82, of Stanton died Monday, Feb. 25,

2008, in a Midland hospital. His services are pending
with Gilbreath Funeral Home of Stanton. 

Emma Spivey Wells
Emma Spivey Wells, 84, of Big Spring died  Monday,

Feb. 25, 2008, in a local nursing home. Her services are
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity Monday:

• JOSHUA MATTHEWS, 23, 1015 Sycamore, was
arrested on two local warrants.

• DAVID VITELA, 50, 1700 Main, was arrested on a
charge of assault causing bodily injury/family vio-
lence.

• GARY LEON JETTON, 54, 1517 Hwy 350 E., was
arrested on two citations.

• AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY
WEAPON was reported in the 900 block of Nolan.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in
the 1700 block of Purdue.

• DISORDERLY CONDUCT was reported in the 700
block of Gregg.

• FORGERY was reported in the 1400 block of Gregg.
• THEFT was reported in the 400 block of Birdwell,

the 2000 block of Gregg and the 200 block of FM 700.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity Monday (Note: Officials report 41 pris-
oners in the county jail):

• JESSICA BLANCO, 25, was transferred from
BSPD after being arrested on a charge of driving while
license invalid/suspended.

• CRYSTAL COBLE, 20, was transferrred from
BSPD after being arrested on a charge of possession of
marijuana under two ounces.

• JENNY MARIE HAMILTON, 33, was transferred
from BSPD after her arrest on a motion to revoke pro-
bation for interfering with an emergency call.

• JUAN ANGEL MADRID, 22, was transferred from
BSPD after his arrest on a charge of burglary of a
habitation.

• WILLIAM SCOTT SIMPSON, 45, was arrested by
deputies on charges of bail jumping and failure to
appear.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Service reported the following activity
Monday:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of
Lancaster. Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3600 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of
Scurry. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 900 block of Nolan.
Service was refused.

• GRASS FIRE was reported in the 1300 block of
Mulberry.

Tonight...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 30s. East
winds around 10 mph shifting to the south after mid-
night.

Wednesday...Sunny. Not as cool. Highs in the upper
60s. Southwest winds 10 to 20 mph.

Wednesday night...Mostly clear. Lows around 40.
South winds around 10 mph.

Thursday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 70s.
South winds 10 to20 mph.

Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower
40s.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 13-18-19-28-35.
Number matching five of five: 0.

•••
Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday

night:
Winning numbers drawn: 5-12-29-34. Bonus Ball: 3.
Number matching four of four: 18. Prize: $1,271.

••• 
The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday night

by the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-5-1-2. Sum It Up: 12.
••• 

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 7-8-2. Sum It Up: 17

Police blotter

Sheriff’s report

Fire/EMS

Obituaries

Lottery

Weather

TODAY
• The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets at 7

p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809 Scurry,
or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call Robert

Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard

College Cactus Room.
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. to

11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth St.,
provided by InHome Care.

• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic
Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721. 

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 

Bulletin Board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com
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QUICK CASH REBATES
The Quick Way to Payday

We’ll cash your personal check in minutes, deposit it on your next
payday, up to 14 days, give you the money you need, the long 

distance you want and the discount you deserve!
Requirements For Service: 1) Valid Picture ID

2) Verification Of Income
3) Most Recent Checking Account Statement

612 S. Gregg          Big Spring, Texas        432-263-4400

21
44
4

BABY CHICKS
ARE IN

AT
Howard County Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd St.                    267-6411

74
51

PLANT EXPLOSION
Personal Injury and

Wrongful Death
Claims

Patricia M. Davis
Attorney At Law

3334 Richmond Ave.,
Suite 206

Houston, TX 77098
(713) 621-2552 - Phone

(713) 520-0363 - Fax 9981
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FREE
Listening

Demonstrations
This Week!
You won’t

believe your
ears!

The new 2008 digital models
have high fidelity circuit

design resulting in low distor-
tion, dual time constant out-

put compression, and increased
band width.  This advanced technol-
ogy is also available with wide
dynamic range compression that
helps in background noise and is
also available with dual microphone
directional systems, and offers more
than 159 prescription adjustment set-

tings.

During this Introductory Sale, 
you can save $500 on one 
ear or $1,000 on two ears 

during this special offer.

Financing Plans Available!

Audiology and
Hearing Aid

Centers

Medicaid
Accepted.

432-267-7052
211 Johnson
Big Spring

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

HAWKS
Continued from Page 1B

Watson scored a game-
high 23 for Howard and
pulled down seven
boards. Corey Allmond
scored 17 points and
Denzel Barnes came off
the bench to add 15.
Deans had a double-dou-
ble, scoring 11 and grab-
bing 11 rebounds.

The Hawks proved to be
a very oppurtinistic
squad, scoring 21 points
on 16 South Plains
turnovers. Howard also
had a strong advantage at
the free throw line, con-
verting 24 of 31 attempts.
South Plains attempted
just six charity shots.

“We played really
hard,” Hawks Head

Coach Mark Adams said.
“We overcame some
adversity after being
behind. That’s what we
needed, though. We need-
ed to win a close game.”

Howard owns the West’s
third seed heading into
the Region V Tournament
and they’ll play March 6
in Belton in opening
round action. Time and
opponent hasn’t officially
been released.

Going into the tourna-
ment with a win leaves
Adams with stronger opti-
mism.

“I feel better after
tonight,” Adams said.
“There’s definitely a ray
of hope.”

Contact Sports Editor
Jonathan Hull by calling
263-7331, ext. 237.

By MIKE HARRIS
AP Auto Racing Writer

FONTANA, Calif. — For
Carl Edwards, it’s a sig-
nal. At least one NASCAR
Sprint Cup team is ready
to take on Hendrick
Motorsports.

Edwards won the rain-
delayed Auto Club 500 on
Monday, finishing ahead
of Jimmie Johnson and
Jeff Gordon. In a race that
resumed with the 88th of
250 laps, Edwards
assumed the lead for good
with 13 laps left.

“I hope it’s an indica-
tion we’ve caught up with
them,” Edwards said after
the eighth victory of his
career. “They still were
second and third and they
were the guys to beat
today. I hope this is a sign
we’re up to their stan-
dards, to their level.”

Johnson took the green
flag for the final restart in
the lead with 26 laps left,
but Edwards surged from
third. He then showed
fine form on his tradition-
al victory backflip after
capturing the checkered
flag in a race that ended
under caution when Dale
Jarrett spun on the final
lap.

Edwards had it all but
wrapped up at that point,
driving his Roush
Fenway No. 99 Ford to a
lead of more than four
seconds over Johnson. It
was his first victory at
Fontana but his seventh
top-10 finish in eight
starts at the track former-
ly known as California
Speedway.

Gordon, who dominated
Sunday’s rain-interrupted
racing, finished third. He
was followed by Kyle
Busch and Roush’s Matt
Kenseth, who had won
the two previous
February races at this
track. Another Roush dri-
ver, Greg Biffle, won this

event in 2005.
A year ago, Johnson and

Gordon ended 1-2 in the
season points. Johnson
won his second straight
Cup title and the team
rolled up 18 victories in 36
races. The Hendrick con-
tingent also won nine of
the 16 races in which
NASCAR’s new Car of
Tomorrow was raced.

The CoT is being used
for the entire Sprint Cup
schedule in 2008 and its
debut on Auto Club

Speedway’s 2-mile oval
was a triumph for
Edwards and Roush
Fenway Racing.

“I know that last year I
would not have traded my
car in for one of theirs at
any of the CoT races
towards the end of the
year,” Edwards said. “I
thought we had the best
car. Everyone knows, all
the drivers know for sure,
it’s what you’re sitting in
a lot of the times that
makes a tiny little differ-

ence and I’m proud to be
driving this car.”

Team co-owner Jack
Roush dragged his feet
testing the bigger, boxier
CoT a year ago. But
Roush said that changed
last May when he realized
other teams were getting
too far ahead.

“We went to Bristol (for
the first CoT race) and we
were 2,000 miles behind
what they did in testing
on non-sanctioned
NASCAR tracks,” Roush
said. “That was my fault.”

He said his team made
“a Herculean effort” from
that point on to develop
the CoT.

On Monday, Edwards
went into the final round
of pit stops under caution
on lap 221 while leading.
He came out behind
Johnson, Gordon and
Roush Fenway teammate
Jamie McMurray.

He quickly passed
McMurray after the green
flag waved for the start of
lap 225 and set out after
the leaders, passing
Gordon for second on lap
233 and moving alongside
Johnson’s No. 48
Chevrolet on lap 236.

They stayed side-by-side
for almost two laps before
Edwards nosed ahead and
began to pull away.

“I told my guys, ‘We got
‘em right where we want
‘em.’ This is what we pre-
pared for,” Edwards said.
“I enjoy that kind of
stuff.”

“Jimmie is always fun
to race with,” he added.
“He’s a true racer.”

Gordon’s engine blew
seconds before the last of
12 caution flags in the
race froze the field.

“Carl Edwards was in
another league.,” he said.
“We’ve got some work to
do to catch those guys.”

See NASCAR, Page 3B

Edwards outduels Johnson to win California

AP photo/Mark Avery

Carl Edwards does a back flip off of his car after winning a
rain delayed NASCAR Sprint Cup Auto Club 500 at the Auto
Club Speedway in Fontana, Calif., Monday.
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MIRACLE
Continued from Page 1A

Chamber of Commerce
and local churches are
organizing this because
we as a community want
to express our apprecia-
tion for God’s hand in
this emergency, the first
responders’ efforts and
Alon’s continued commit-

ment to our community.”
According to Pat

Simmons, another of the
event’s organizers, those
who attend Sunday
night’s service are
encouraged to stay follow-
ing the formal events and
mingle.

“We think it will be an
excellent time for mem-
bers of the community to
express their appreciation

to the emergency person-
nel who responded during
the crisis, and to the Alon
employees who are work-
ing so hard to bring the
plant back to full produc-
tion as quickly as possi-
ble,” Simmons explained.
“But most of all it will be
an opportunity for all of
us to thank the Lord for
the blessing he’s given
us.”

Simmons said those
wanting additional infor-
mation can go to the
group’s Web site at
hcchurch.org.

In addition, anyone
interested in helping
coordinate food for the
dinner can e-mail Shirley
Beauchamp at shirley-
b e a u c h a m p @ s u d d e n -
link.net; while those who
would be willing to par-

ticipate in a community-
wide choir to provide
music during the service
should e-mail Joe Whitten
at mingbssh@yahoo.com;
and those who can help
set up before the event or
clean up following the
dinner and service can e-
mail Simmons at psim-
mons4660@sbcglobal.net.

Contact Managing

Editor John A. Moseley at
263-7331, ext. 230, or by e-
mail at
editor@bigspringherald.c
om.

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1A

know in advance,” said
Blunt. “It would just
depend on the nature of
the crossing. If we needed
to go with an overhead
line, we would let you
know well in advance.
However, we’ll try to go
under wherever possible.
We don’t anticipate too
many crossings, but if we
have any we have a per-
mission in here which
would require us to give
you (commissioners) 10
days notice. Then we’ll
come and talk to you
about getting a permit.”

Blunt said he expects
the first of the project’s
turbines to arrive in
Howard County next

month or later.
“We expect turbines to

begin arriving in the
April time frame,” said
Blunt. “Sometime
between late March and
early April. There will be
24 turbines in Howard
County.”

Longshore, Overton,
Casey Lane, Rodeo Road,
Wildfire and Wilderness
Trail and all other roads
located in the reinvest-
ment zone are impacted
by the agreement, accord-
ing to Barr.

Commissioners also
approved a resolution
Wegman described as
clean-up work for the tax
abatements for wind ener-
gy developers.

“I don’t really call this
an oversight,” said
Wegman. “However,
when we elected to do the

guidelines for criteria we
addressed this, but we
didn’t actually do a reso-
lution. The statute actual-
ly states we must execute
a resolution stating the
taxing entity elects to
become eligible to partici-
pate in tax abatements. So
that’s basically what we
want to try to accomplish
this morning.”

The court approved both
measures unanimously.

The court also cleared
some confusion regarding
the closure of County
Road 49 during the meet-
ing, an item the court
failed to act on during its
last meeting due to con-
cerns a public hearing
was necessary.

“Mike Thomas looked at
this and we don’t have to
have a public hearing,”
said Simer. “The land

owners adjoining the road
have to be in agreement,
which, on this one, is
Binie White. He owns (the
property) on both sides.
The county has not main-
tained the road in several
years. It’s County Road
49, north of FM 846.”

“The only other stipula-
tion is the commission-
er’s court has to approve
the closure unanimous-
ly,” said Barr, drawing
the motion, second and a
unanimous vote in favor

of closing the roadway.
The court also put the

finishing touches on an
interlocal agreement with
the city of Big Spring,
bringing the transfer of
the Spring City Senior
Citizens Center to the
municipality to a close.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

TAXES
Continued from Page 1A

ties and interest start at 7
percent and increase each
month,” said Sayles. “As
of July 1, penalty and
interest grows to 18 per-
cent, with an additional
penalty tacked on for
attorney fees.”

Sayles said area resi-
dents who aren’t sure
how much they owe can
get that information over
the phone or in person at
the tax office.

“Some individuals don’t
get their statement for
whatever reason,” said
Sayles. “We can pull up
their name on the system
and tell them the amount
that’s due. So if you
haven’t received a state-
ment, call us or come by

the office. Some people,
because of their home-
stead exemptions, have
no taxes, so we don’t send
them a notice. However,
if they just want to make
sure everything is OK, all
they have to do is call.

“They can reference
their check with an
account number that we
can give them so they can
get their payment in the
mail. Once that’s done,
we mail them back a
receipt for their pay-
ment.”

The tax penalty and
interest schedule after the
Feb. 28 deadline is as fol-
lows: after March 31, 8
percent penalty and 3 per-
cent interest; after April
30, 9 percent penalty and
4 percent interest; after
May 31, 10 percent penal-
ty and 5 percent interest;

and after June 30, 12 per-
cent penalty and 6 per-
cent interest, including
an additional 20 percent
attorney fee.

For more information,
contact the Howard
County Tax Collector’s
Office at 264-2232.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com.
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MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Raymond Alaniz, 69,
died Saturday. Funeral
Services will be at 2:00
PM Tuesday at Myers &
Smith Chapel with bur-
ial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park. 

Nathaniel Carter, Jr.,
72, died Saturday.
Graveside Services will
be at 11:00 AM Tuesday
at Mt. Olive Memorial
Park. 

Marge Kolden, 79, died
Thursday. Memorial
Services will be at 10:00
AM Wednesday at Myers
& Smith Funeral Home. 

Sgt. Conrad Alvarez,
22, died Tuesday.
Funeral Services will be
at 11:00 AM Thursday at
Myers & Smith Chapel
with burial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park. Vigil
Services will be at 7:00
PM Wednesday at Myers
& Smith Chapel. 

Christina Perez, 90,
died Tuesday. Private
burial was held Monday
at Mt. Olive Memorial
Park.

1801 East FM 700    (432) 263-2232

◆ FOOL’S GOLD (PG-13) 4:30 PM  7:00 PM

◆ JUMPER (PG-13)    5:00 PM  7:30 PM

◆ THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG)    4:40 PM 7:10 PM

◆ JUNO (PG-13)   4:50 PM  7:20 PM

ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

VALID 2/25/08 THRU 2/28/08
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ♦ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Showtimes available at cinemark.com

6733

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child

Up to 10 People
(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 2/29/08
9812

PLANT EXPLOSION
Foundation Engineer

Inspectors
CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY

1-800-329-1311
Bedrock

Engineering, LLC

75
04

Happy “14th”
Birthday

Jeremy
Love,

Mom, Dad, Grandpa Tom,
Joe and Mary

8850

The Big Spring Herald
is making available
a CD containing the

Monday Feb. 19, 2008
Explosion &

The Xtra Edition
for $2

Come by the Big Spring Herald
710 Scurry 7448
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E 
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• Have you experienced leg pain when walking?
• High Cholesterol?     • Are you overweight?

• Do you have high blood pressure?
• Do you smoke?

You Need To Be Checked!
Concho Diagnostics Offers 3 Vascular Screenings That

Could Save Your Life Or The Life Of A Loved One.

Three Vascular Screenings to check for your risk of stroke, 
abdominal aortic aneurysm and PAD “Peripheral Arterial Disease”. 

Procedures performed by a Registered Vascular Technologist and read by area
doctors. All procedures placed on CD (MPEG) for viewing and written results sent to

your home within 48 hours. All 3 tests take about 30 minutes and are painless.

Screening Date - February 29th

Strokes Are The Third Leading Cause Of Death In America

All 3 Tests Only

$99
*Call 1-888-245-7605

to schedule an appointment*

Dr. Referral NOT NEEDED

CONCHO DIAGNOSTICS
Malone Hogan Clinic

ENT Building
1501 W. 11th Place

1-888-245-7605

66
64

1702 Gregg • 263-1381

9383

Pentagon inspector general asked to examine
allegations MRAP delays led to casualties

WASHINGTON (AP)— The Marine Corps has asked
the Pentagon’s inspector general to examine allega-
tions that a nearly two-year delay in the fielding of
blast-resistant vehicles led to hundreds of combat
casualties in Iraq.

The system for rapidly shipping needed gear to
troops on the front lines has been examined by audi-
tors before and continues to improve, Col. David
Lapan, a Marine Corps spokesman, said Monday
night. Due to the seriousness of the allegations, how-
ever, “the Marine Corps has taken the additional step”
of requesting the IG investigation, Lapan said in an e-
mailed statement.

In a Jan. 22 internal report, Franz Gayl, a civilian
Marine Corps official, accused the service of “gross
mismanagement” that delayed deliveries of the mine-
resistant, ambush-protected trucks.

Gayl’s study, which reflected his own views, said
cost was a driving factor in the decision to turn down
a February 2005 “urgent” request from battlefield com-
manders for the so-called MRAPs.

Stateside authorities saw the hulking vehicles,
which weigh up to 40 tons and can cost as much as a
$1 million each, as a financial threat to programs
aimed at developing lighter vehicles that were years
from being fielded, charged Gayl, who prepared the
study for the Marine Corps’ plans, policies and opera-
tions department.

5 policemen, 1 child killed in roadside
bombing in eastern Afghanistan

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — A roadside bomb hit a
vehicle carrying five policemen and a child in eastern
Afghanistan on Tuesday, killing all six, officials said.

Taliban militants have increasingly aimed their
attacks at police, killing more than 925 officers in 2007
alone. Afghan police often work in small groups in
remote and dangerous territory, where they are out-
numbered and outgunned by insurgents.

The blast happened in the eastern Khost province
close to the border with Pakistan, said police chief
Gen. Mohammad Ayub. He blamed the attack on
Taliban militants.

The victims included five policemen and a 3-year old

child, said Lutfullah Babakarheil, a local government
official. They were traveling in a private vehicle, he
said.

The lack of an effective training program for the
police is often cited as one of the West’s biggest fail-
ings in Afghanistan since the 2001 U.S.-led invasion
that ousted the Taliban regime for harboring Osama
bin Laden and al-Qaida bases.

Secretary of State Rice wins China’s help on
dismantling North Korean nuclear programs

BEIJING (AP) — Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
won a verbal assurance Tuesday from China to use its
influence to jump-start the stalled process of disman-
tling North Korea’s nuclear programs. Yet it was
unclear when or how the Chinese would follow
through.

In broad discussions with Chinese officials, Rice also
won an agreement from China to resume an on-again,
off-again human rights dialogue with the United States
and she pleased her Chinese hosts by restating firm
U.S. opposition to a Taiwanese referendum on United
Nations entry that has infuriated Beijing.

News briefs▼
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NASCAR
Continued from Page 2B

Gordon, a four-time Cup
champion, and Johnson
got off to a tough start last
week at Daytona, finish-
ing 39th and 27th, respec-
tively.

“It’s a good rebound
from Daytona and we’ll
roll on,” said Johnson,
who won 10 races last sea-
son. “I was too loose off
the corners to do any-
thing with Carl.”

Johnson said the new
car performed well.

“Maybe another prac-
tice session would have
helped,” Johnson added,
referring to all the track
time lost to rain Friday
and Saturday. “I think it
would have helped the
whole field.”

About 25,000 fans, far
short of the approximate
120,000 capacity, were on
hand Monday, with the
sun peeking out from
high clouds and tempera-

tures moving into the
high 60s.

The drivers spent most
of Sunday waiting
through rain, track dry-
ing and attempts to stop
water seeping through
seams of the track. The

race finally began about 2
hours late, followed by a
rain delay of just more
than an hour and then a
five-hour wait after a
downpour. NASCAR and
track officials finally gave
up after 11 p.m. and post-

poned the conclusion
until Monday.
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Phone: (432) 263-5517                                1701 Lancaster
Big Spring, TX 79720

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider”

COTTON & GRAIN SALES
NOW THROUGH MARCH 15

9580

SUN LAUNDROMAT
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
*Drop Off Service Available*

Come Wash With Us
1510 Lancaster                                               432-517-4196

9925

s

Bobby’s Gift Deluxe,
LLC

6668

Visit Us
at

www.bobbysgiftsdeluxe.com

INDUSTRIAL PLANT ACCIDENTS
Property Damage Claims

• Structural Damage
• Residential Property Claims

• Commercial Property Damage
• Business and Economic Losses
• Serious or Catastrophic Injuries

D. MILLER & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.
10190 Old Katy Road,Suite 500

Houston, Texas 77043
Attorneys & Mediators
www.dmillerlaw.com

Phone: 713-779-FIRM (3476)
Toll Free at 866-483-2649

To discuss your potential case with us, or for
more information as to how we may be able to
assist you or your family, please call us for a

FREE CASE EVALUATION
6719

VISIT THE
Big Spring Herald

Website at
www.bigspringherald.com

For Up-To-Date
News & Breaking Stories

View The Slide Show
And

Video Clips

6716

By JOHN MARSHALL
AP Sports Writer

MANHATTAN, Kan. —
Kansas State tried work-
ing the ball around the
perimeter then dribbled
through the lane. The
Wildcats attempted lobs
and passes into the post.
They sneaked out on the
break a few times.

None of it seemed to
work.

It was almost as if Texas
had an extra player or
two on the court.

“They’ve got a whole
army,” Kansas State
freshman star Michael
Beasley said.

D.J. Augustin had 24
points and the fifth-
ranked Longhorns held
Kansas State to 32 percent
shooting to win their
eighth straight, 74-65 over
the Wildcats on Monday
night.

Texas (24-4, 11-2 Big 12)
pressured Kansas State
from the start, causing
the Wildcats to miss 12 of
their first 16 shots overall
and their first eight 3-
point attempts. Kansas
State was only marginally
better the rest of the way,
becoming the 15th team
Texas has held under 40
percent shooting this sea-
son.

The Longhorns have
held their past four oppo-
nents to 23 percent shoot-
ing and they matched a
school record set in 1962-
63 with their eighth win

in February.
A.J. Abrams scored all

of his 13 points in the sec-
ond half and Connor
Atchley had 12 of his 14
after the break for Texas,
which needs one win in
its final three games to
match the school record
of 25 regular-season wins,
set two seasons ago.

“The guards really pres-
sured the ball and helped
out our big men as much
as they could,” said

Augustin, who had five
assists and four steals.

In other games involv-
ing ranked teams on
Monday, it was: No. 21
Marquette 85, Villanova
75; No. 24 Gonzaga 73,
Portland 51; and No. 25
Saint Mary’s 61, San
Diego 54.

Kansas State (18-9, 8-5)
got another big night
from Beasley — 30 points
and 15 rebounds — but
had trouble solving

Texas’ aggressive zone
and lost its third straight.
The Wildcats shot 7-for-27
from 3-point range and
got almost nothing from
second-leading scorer Bill
Walker — one point on 0-
for-14 shooting — as their
10-game home winning
streak ended.

“They’re big. They’re so
darn big,” Kansas State
coach Frank Martin said.
“They’re long and they
pressure you. They’re a
good team.”

Beasley was the only
reason Kansas State had
much of a shot.

Aggressive from the
start, the 6-foot-10 fresh-
man made quick moves
instead of waiting for the
defense to collapse
around him. He had
Texas big men Atchley
and Gary Johnson in foul
trouble in the first 10
minutes, and had his 24th
double-double by halftime
with 17 points and 10
rebounds.

Beasley finished 10-for-
21 from the field after
scoring a Big 12-record 44
points in a 92-86 loss to
Baylor on Saturday.

“He’s got a special
game,” Texas coach Rick
Barnes said. “He’s got
great hands, soft hands. I
think he’s really a better
shooter than people think
he is, great around the
rim.”

See HOOPS, Page 4B

Texas overcomes Beasley’s 30, beat K-State

AP photo/Orlin Wagner

Kansas State forward Michael Beasley, right, looks to pass
during the first half of the Texas Longhorns’ 74-65 victory
over Kansas State in Manhattan, Kan., Monday. Beasley
scored 30 in the loss.

By JIM O’CONNELL
AP Basketball Writer

Tennessee surged to the
top of The Associated
Press college basketball
poll for the first time
Monday on the strength
of its victory over
Memphis in a Nos. 1-vs.-2
matchup.

The football team at
Tennessee has been
ranked No. 1 during four
seasons, including two
national titles. The
women’s basketball pro-
gram has been a regular
atop that poll since 1977,
winning seven national
championships under

coach Pat Summitt.
Now it’s the men’s turn.
The Volunteers (25-2)

were a runaway choice,
receiving 69 first-place
votes and 1,797 points
from the 72-member
national media panel
after a 66-62 victory at
Memphis. Tennessee is
the 53rd school to hold
the No. 1 ranking since
the poll began for the
1948-49 season.

“The response has been
overwhelming here,”
Tennessee coach Bruce
Pearl said Monday. “The
game Saturday, there’ll

See VOLS, Page 4B

Vols No. 1 following 
win over Memphis
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There’s real heat in the kitchen

Individual travel vs. mass transitEDITORIAL
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

OOURUR VVIEWSIEWS

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

TT
rying to come up with something to do
this weekend? Well, you’re in luck and in
the right place for that matter, because
the 39th annual Gem, Mineral and

Jewelry Show staged by the Big Spring
Prospectors Club is Saturday and Sunday.

The show is the place to go if you have any
interest at all in rocks. From fine-crafted jewelry
to rough materials that have only been cleaned
up a bit, the show features something from every-
one. There will be demonstrations in wire-wrap-
ping, faceting and bead making, and even the
fashioning of arrowheads and spears. You’ll even
be able to purchase a gem and have it mounted
before you leave.

The talents displayed at this annual show are
nothing short of amazing and all of the demon-
strations are free to the public.

It’s a great place for gifts, as well. Dealers from
all over the state, and quite a few from outside
the state, will have finished jewelry, rough rock,
mountings, crystals, novelty items and more for
sale.

You’ll find things you never dreamed could be
fashioned out of rock — from small animals to
wall decorations that burst with color.

There’s always a concession stand for those
who get hungry.

Hours are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. It will all be going on at
the Howard County Fairbarns adjacent to the Big
Spring Rodeo Bowl, just off FM 700.

We’ve long said the Big Spring Prospector’s
Club is one of the best-kept secrets in our com-
munity and we haven’t changed our minds about
that.

The club’s members have one of the longest-
running activities in the area and it seems we’re
always trying to acquaint people with the event.

So, whether you’re one of those people who are
always looking forward to this show, or one of
those who’s never been, be sure to make plans
now and pay the Prospector’s Club a visit this
weekend and join in the fun.

We’ll see you there.

LLETTERETTER POLICIESPOLICIES

HHOWOW TTOO CCONTONTACTACT UUSS
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

AA SSMALLMALL PPRARAYERYER

May we not weigh issues so much that we can’t accom-
plish good for You, Lord.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

PP
ersonally, I’d like to own a
new Tata Nano. It only
costs $2,500 (plus tax) and
gets 50 miles to the gallon.

They say it seats five, but those
must be Calcuttans living on 1,000
calories a day. Plus it
only has one wind-
shield wiper.

Still Mr. Tata,
India’s Henry Ford,
plans to revolutionize
personal mobility in
his country with this
gem. It will make the
ubiquitous motor
scooter seem so yes-
terday. But even
though the ground-
breaking Nano sports
only 33 horsepower, there are
enough Indian buyers out there so
that it may just finish off
Greenland’s glaciers. It will cer-
tainly complete the trend toward
universal urban gridlock on the
subcontinent. 

We’ve pretty much pulled that
off already in my state. Traffic is
almost as big a conversation piece
as sports. It’s one reason that cor-
porations and the young are slow
to settle here. Good thing we offer
elite schools and spiffy neighbor-
hoods or no one might come at all.  

But what an opportunity Mr.
Tata gives us! We could now ban
SUVs and other guzzlers in the
United States and set up a hand-
gun-like turn-in program. Bring in
your old SUV and take home a
shiny new Nano. Gas sales would
plummet, highways would open
up, parking would reemerge
(though we’d have to narrow the
pavement lines), and CO2 would

dwindle. Of course, we might need
to put heaters in those little bug-
gies, and the new owners would
likely need long-term psychologi-
cal counseling. 

Well, OK, so maybe the Nano
wouldn’t sell very well over here,
but the idea of it softens us up for
the ultimate solution to our mobil-
ity problem – mass transit. Even
as the rest of the world expands
train, trolley, and bus systems,
America widens highways. And as
condos sprout in downtowns
across the nation, do we service
them with streetcars? No, we build
parking garages. And do we set up
separate state transportation
departments to promote and build
that mass transit? Rarely. For
now, we mostly still leave that
kind of transit to languish in
transportation departments, where
it can only play second fiddle to
the highway lobby. 

This continued veneration of the
private auto is one of the pre-
sumed fruits of our free “market
democracy.” Citizens vote their
own top interest, which often
turns out to be personal mobility.
Fair enough. We can now go any-
where we want, when we want, as
long as the road’s not clogged,
there’s parking when we get there,
we can afford the gas, and the
highway isn’t flooded by global
warming.  

Plainly, individuals cannot pull
off major solutions to this gridlock
by themselves, save for switching
to the Nano (or Prius). Only gov-
ernment, despised by all, can do
that. An unlikely meshing of fed-
eral, state, and local initiatives is
required to build a transit line,

though some cities have actually
managed it. Locally, zoning for
high-density housing downtown is
a fine start, but then someone also
needs to subsidize a grocery store,
pharmacy, cleaner, stationer, etc.,
to make the neighborhood appeal-
ing to middle-class folk. Few
towns have a department in
charge of that. It’s a mess. 

Unfortunately, we Americans are
better known for our individual-
ism than for our teamwork. Thus,
while New Jersey may have amaz-
ingly brought new life to its urban
centers through mass transit,
nearby Connecticut can’t seem to
learn from anything beyond the
Hudson River. Indeed, corporate
lobbyists, threatened bureaucrats,
and jumpy citizens commonly sti-
fle innovation everywhere. Nor is
there any point in offering exam-
ples from other countries. We feel
that they just have their own
strange ways, though we’ll spend a
ransom to go there and look at
them. 

Surely, the most practical place
to start real transit change is with
buses. Some cities already have.
But many voters still bristle at
funding transit from the gasoline
tax. “That should only be for
roads!” 

Well, maybe so, but if we don’t
get past that little hang-up, there
won’t be enough room left on
those roads for us to even bother
buying gas. 

Columnist William A. Collins is a
former state representative and a
former mayor of Norwalk, Conn.

DISTRIBUTED BY
MINUTEMANMEDIA.ORG.

MM
y friends who are also
Hillary’s friends, many
of them classmates and
fellow Wellesley

women, keep e-mailing me about
their concerns, not so much with
the campaign, but with the out-
right meanness and
hostility the media
seem to be heaping
on our friend. I’m not
sure I’ve ever seen
anything like it.
Vicious doesn’t begin
to describe it.

No one likes a loser,
that’s for sure. But
the exacting scrutiny
is usually visited on
the winner, especially
when he is as new to
the public super-stage as Barack
Obama, not the underdog. 

Yet no one is cutting Hillary any
slack. It’s stunning.

Now, I’m not saying they should.
I’ve been in the public eye long
enough to know this is what it’s
like. If you can’t stand the heat,
get out of the kitchen. If you don’t
want to pay the price of fame,
don’t go for the goodies.

But there should be limits. And
one of them should be the kids.

The way I see it, looking back,
David Shuster’s comment about
the “pimping” of Chelsea Clinton
was one of those turning points in
this campaign, and in the public
spiral downward.

I don’t think Shuster should
have been suspended. I think he
should have apologized, which he
did. But he was wrong. And press
outrage at the fact that Hillary got
mad on her daughter’s behalf and
behaved like a mother rather than

a hardened candidate has only
made a bad situation worse.

First, Shuster. He’s a newsman.
And a pretty good one, as far as I
know. The problem is that on the
night he made his comment about
Chelsea, he wasn’t doing what he
usually does — report the news —
but was instead playing
pundit/host/entertainer. 

The only thing worse than some
of the people who do those jobs is
what happens when people who
don’t try to imitate them: Lines
that barely exist the rest of the
time disappear completely. 

The hardest part about being a
talking head these days, and I say
this as one, is keeping track of
your own internal compass,
because the world we live in does-
n’t really provide an external one.
It “feels” like anything goes, even
if it doesn’t, or shouldn’t. You
don’t know there’s a line until you
step over it, which Shuster did,
not because he used the word
“pimping” — that’s been done
many times, for better or worse,
and I would vote worse — but
because he used it in reference to
a young woman who has tried as
hard as any first daughter in
recent history to stay away from
the press in the hopes that they
would stay away from her.

Second, Chelsea. She is trying to
help her mother. But she’s trying
to do it quietly. That should be
her choice. Beat up Hillary. Beat
up Bill. They put themselves out
there. Chelsea is just being a lov-
ing daughter. 

I was in a Target parking lot
once, on a Sunday morning, when
a woman started verbally abusing
me for being a “baby killer.” She

went so far as to run after me in
the parking lot. I wasn’t surprised
at the viciousness of her language;
I’d heard it before. What made me
as angry as I’ve ever been in such
a situation was that I was with my
son, a then-small child who didn’t
even know what abortion was and
shouldn’t have had to hear his
mother attacked for her views on
the subject. I was ready to call the
police when an off-duty police-
woman intervened and scared the
woman off. The officer had no
idea who I was. All she saw was a
mother being harassed in a park-
ing lot in front of her child, and
as a mother herself, it made her
angry.

Third, Hillary. 
Hillary didn’t behave like a can-

didate in responding to Shuster.
She behaved like a mother. She
got mad at an attack on her
daughter. 

Maybe she should have turned
the other cheek, but I still remem-
ber when Michael Dukakis did
that, in answer to a hypothetical
about what he would do if his wife
were raped and murdered, and
people turned on him in a tidal
wave, asking how he could be so
inhuman. 

The rub on Hillary Clinton is
that she’d do anything to be presi-
dent. I don’t think that’s true. She
is a mother first. 

But instead of getting any credit
for that, she gets another heap of
criticism. Life isn’t fair, as Jimmy
Carter used to say, and for Hillary
Clinton and the press, that’s an
understatement. 
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HOOPS
Continued from Page 3B

No. 21 Marquette 85,
Villanova 75

Dominic James scored
25 points and Lazar
Hayward added 15 points
and nine rebounds for the
visiting Golden Eagles

(21-6, 11-5 Big East), who
won their fourth straight
and eighth of 10.

Scottie Reynolds had 14
points for Villanova (17-
10, 7-8), which had won
four of five.

No. 24 Gonzaga 73,
Portland 51

Jeremy Pargo and
David Pendergraft both

had 13 points for the
Bulldogs (21-7, 11-1), who
remained tied for first
place in the West Coast
Conference with Saint
Mary’s. The teams play
Saturday at Gonzaga. The
visiting Bulldogs shot 55.6
percent from the field in
the second half.

Robin Smeulders had 12
points for the Pilots (8-20,

2-10), who led by eight
points in the first half.

No. 25 Saint Mary’s 61,
San Diego 54

Tron Smith scored 15
points and Todd Golden
added 10 in their final
home game as the Gaels
(24-4, 11-1 WCC) avenged
their only conference loss
of the season. Smith had

two baskets in the 14-4
run midway through the
second half but the Gaels
had to survive an 8-
minute stretch without a
field goal late in the
game.

Brandon Johnson

scored 15 points for the
Toreros (16-13, 9-3), who
clinched the No. 3 seed in
the conference tourna-
ment. San Diego beat
Saint Mary’s at home 63-
55 on Jan. 28.

HOWARD
Continued from Page 1B

time and opponent is yet
to be decided. 

Despite Monday’s
results, Diddle remains
positive about Howard’s
chances to advance to the
national tournament by
winning regionals.

“I feel real good heading
into the tournament,”

Diddle said. “I was just
disappointed in the way
we played tonight. I think
South Plains affected our
offensive psyche with its
defensive performance.
When you’re struggling
on offense, then you’re
not quite as quick defen-
sively. That really took its

toll on us. We’ve got to
play better than this, but I
think we’re capable of
competing in the tourna-
ment.”

Contact Sports Editor
Jonathan Hull by calling
263-7331, ext. 237, or by e-
mailing him at

sports@bigspringherald.c
om.
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G & M Auto Care
263-1091            900 E. 3rd St.                      

67
00

Let Us Keep You Cool
Automotive Air Conditioning

• Diagnose Refrigerant Leaks, Electrical Failures
NAPA Auto Care Center

Auto Repairs, Breaks, Oil Change, Tune-ups, Airconditioning & Computer Repair

Certified Auto Technition

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR

DEALER

3206 E. F.M. 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E 31

64
0

W.D. Sprint
Now Together w/Nextel

Now Hiring
Located In The Big Spring Mall

Hours: Mon-Fri - 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

432-267-1631  

67
27

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 2-28-08

267-8226       1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 19 Years

HEALTH SMART • UNITED HEALTHCARE • PRONET
CHAMPUS • BCBS • AETNA • HUMANA • BEECH STREET

PPO PROVIDER FOR:

ACCEPTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital

& Odessa
Morning Appointments Now Available!!

8929

LASSO THE LEAP YEAR
Friday, Feb. 29, 2008

8 PM - 12 AM
at

The Scurry County Coliseum in
Snyder, Texas

Country Dance Band
Featuring Tiny Lynn

$15 Couple
$10 Single

Tickets Sold At The Door

BYOB 9948

BIG SPRING REFINERY
EXPLOSION

CALL TODAY
1-800-99-FITTS

Please Call Our Firm If You’ve
Suffered Property Damage Due

to The Explosion

PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS

We Can Help
We Also Handle Injury Claims

6655

BULLDOGS
Continued from Page 1B

Sonora Tournament
Saturday, but cut its
fielding mistakes down to
two against Sweetwater.

“We were much
improved defensively
tonight,” Harman said.
“That’s been a problem
for us, but our overall
team defense was very
good against
Sweetwater.”

Corey Roberts led the
Bulldogs’ offensive
attack, going 3-for-4 with
a double and three RBIs.
Adrian Amaro was 1-for-3
with two RBIs and
Dakota Griffith was 2-for-
3 with an RBI. Casey
Kilpatrick went 2-for-3 at
the plate and pitched the
fifth inning.

The Bulldogs open the
Sweetwater Tournament
against Post at 8 a.m.
Thursday and play Clyde
at 10 a.m. Friday. 

VOLS
Continued from Page 3B

always be a lot of talk of
where were you when
they beat Memphis to
become No. 1? It was that
kind of event so it will
have some staying power,
but for us there will be lit-
tle staying power because
we have to go play at
Vanderbilt on Tuesday
where they have won 17
straight games.

“The fact that men’s
basketball was able to get
to this point just brings
us in line with the other
sports here, men’s and
women’s, like softball and
track and field. This is
the expectation at
Tennessee and that you
can point to those differ-
ent sports is why
Tennessee is one of the
finest athletic programs
in the country and this
only adds to that.”

Memphis (26-1), which

lost for the first time this
season when Tennessee
ended its 47-game home
winning streak, had been
ranked No. 1 for the past
five weeks, the last three
as a unanimous choice.
The Tigers were No. 2 and
received 1,682 points.

North Carolina (26-2),
which was No. 1 in the
preseason poll and for the
first 10 weeks of the regu-
lar season, stayed third
after wins over North
Carolina State and Wake
Forest. The Tar Heels
received two first-place
votes, while UCLA (24-3),
which jumped from sixth
to fourth after wins over
Oregon State and Oregon
last week, was No. 1 on
one ballot.

There was some history
made near the bottom of
the rankings as well
Monday with Kent State
(23-5) moving into the Top
25 for the first time. The
Golden Flashes were No.
23 after their 65-57 victory

at Saint Mary’s, Calif., on
Saturday night.

Texas moved up two
spots to fifth. Kansas,
which lost at Oklahoma
State on Saturday, and
Duke, which snapped a
two-game losing streak
with a win over St. John’s
on Saturday, both
dropped two spots to sixth
and seventh, respectively.
Stanford, Xavier and
Wisconsin rounded out
the top 10.

Georgetown moved up
one place to 11th and was
followed by Indiana,
Louisville, Butler,
Connecticut, Purdue,
Notre Dame, Vanderbilt,
Michigan State and
Drake. The last five
ranked teams were
Marquette, Washington
State, Kent State,
Gonzaga and Saint
Mary’s.

Gonzaga (21-6) was the
week’s other newcomer.
The Bulldogs, who were
14th in the preseason poll,

returned after a nine-
week absence. They have
won 12 of their last 15,
with the losses coming to
Tennessee, Memphis and
Saint Mary’s.

Kent State entered the
poll having won nine of
10, the loss coming at
Toledo. Two of the Golden
Flashes’ losses this sea-
son were to North
Carolina and Xavier.

Texas A&M (20-7)
dropped out from 23rd, its
first time out of the poll
this season. The Aggies,
ranked as high as No. 9
this season, have lost
three straight —
Oklahoma State, Texas
and Nebraska, the first
and last at home.

Kansas State (18-8) was
ranked for eight weeks
this season, including the
last four in a row. The
Wildcats fell out from
24th, having lost three of
four, including losses to
Nebraska and Baylor last
week.

By The Associated Press
It certainly was a blast from

the past for Jason Kidd.
The All-Star point guard

couldn’t help but feel a bit anx-
ious when he took the court in
Dallas for his first home game
for the Mavericks in more than
11 years.

“It’s always a little nerve-
racking coming back,” Kidd
said. “I was so excited to have
this opportunity and this sec-
ond chance to come back and
play for the franchise. I just
wanted to make a good impres-
sion.”

He did that, and then some.
In his first home game since

being traded from New Jersey
last week, Kidd had 11 points
with nine rebounds and eight
assists in a 102-94 victory over
the Chicago Bulls on Monday

night.
“I was happy to be back

home,” Kidd said. “This is
where it all started for me.”

Kidd was the No. 2 overall
pick by the Mavericks in 1994,
and played in Dallas until he
was traded to Phoenix early in
the 1996-97 season. After getting
a loud ovation when he was the
last Mavericks starter intro-
duced, instead of Dirk Nowitzki
as usual, Kidd had the fans
cheering a minute into the
game with an assist on Josh
Howard’s 3-pointer for the first
basket that put Dallas ahead to
stay.

“He still catches you off guard
sometimes. It’s been a lot of
fun,” said Nowitzki, who had 29
points and 10 rebounds.

In other NBA games, it was:
San Antonio 89, Atlanta 74;
Boston 104, the Los Angeles

Clippers 76; Toronto 102,
Indiana 98; and Washington 95,
New Orleans 92.

At Dallas, Kidd came up short
of his 100th career triple-dou-
ble, but was involved in signifi-
cant plays throughout the game
as Chicago kept coming back
from double-digit deficit.

Ben Gordon had 25 points to
lead five Chicago players in
double figures.

The Mavericks (38-19) won
their 11th straight home game
and are a game back in the
Southwest Division behind San
Antonio, where they next play
Thursday. 

Dallas is only 1 1/2 games
behind the Western Conference-
leading Los Angeles Lakers.
Those teams meet Sunday.

Dallas has won three straight
since losing its first game after
the All-Star game with Kidd,

who had practiced with the
team only once by then.

“We’ve improved from game
to game,” Nowitzki said. “If you
look at the West, you have to
adjust quickly.”

Spurs 89,
Hawks 74

Tim Duncan had 23 points
and 10 rebounds and San
Antonio earned its sixth
straight win despite scoring a
franchise-low five points in the
opening quarter.

Tony Parker added 15 points
and nine assists and Manu
Ginobili scored 13 for San
Antonio, which shot just 6 per-
cent (1-for-17) in the first quar-
ter. 

The five points were a team
record for any quarter, but the
Spurs rebounded nicely from
their shooting woes.

Shooting guard Joe Johnson
scored 17 points for the visiting
Hawks, who have dropped two
in a row.

Celtics 104,
Clippers 76

At Los Angeles, Paul Pierce
and James Posey scored 17
points apiece to lead Boston’s
well-balanced offense.

Fresh from ending a three-
game losing streak that was
their longest of the season, the
Celtics had little difficulty mak-
ing it two wins in a row. They
moved in front for good 5 min-
utes into the game and
improved their NBA-best
record to 43-12.

Forward Tim Thomas scored
14 points for the Clippers, who
are in last place in the Pacific
Division with a dismal 19-35
mark.

Kidd leads Mavs over Bulls in Dallas debut
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Card #__________________________
Exp. Date: ___________________
Signature________________________

Master Card

13
00

8

YES! Start my subscription for ____ months.
Enclosed is $_________.

Name:_______________________________

Address:_____________________________

City_________________________________

State ____  Zip ____________

Telephone ____________________________

Subscribe
Now
And

Subscription Price      News Stand Price

One Year $93.42 $195.00
Six Months $51.90 $97.50
Three Months  $25.95 $48.75 
One Month $8.65 $15.00

Call for Senior Citizen and Mail Delivery Prices

SAVE
up to 52%

over news stand prices

Business Opportunity
BIG SPRING ROUTE
Executive Level Income!
Exclusive Territory Offer.
Inventory, Accounts &
Training. Invest $12,950
(800)373-5470.

Cemetery Lots
SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

Educational
A BRIGHTER FUTURE!

Train to become an
Electrical Technician!

Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for 

those who qualify.
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 212
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!
Train for a new career as a

Medical Assisting, 
Medical Office Specializing, or

Dental Assistant!
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 216
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

STOP LOOKING!
START DOING!

Train for a new career as a 
Medical Assistant,

Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for those

who qualify.
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 200
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Help Wanted

DOWN HOLE Pump Repair/ 
Delivery Person. Experience 
Preferred, but will train. Must 
have valid Driver License. Sal-
ary D.O.E. Full Benefits Pack-
age. Background and drug test 
required. Send Resume to P.O. 
Box 2105 or come by 2903 
North Birdwell for application.

Help Wanted

4-DAY WORK WEEK- Part or 
Full-time Child caregiver posi-
tion. Apply Jack & Jill, 1708 
Nolan.
Assistant Manager/Collector
Security Finance is now taking 
applications. We offer benefits, 
competitive pay, and advance-
ment opportunities. Apply in 
person at 501 E. 3rd. 

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:
* Sales Position
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. No 
phone calls please.  Must have 
a valid TX drivers license and 
pass mandatory drug test.

BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA
taking applications for sales 
clerk/cook. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Apply at 
4911 South Hwy 87. No Phone 
Calls.

COMET CLEANERS needs 
Counter help. Apply in person 
at 1500 East Marcy.

COMFORT INN is now hiring 
housekeepers starting $6.00 
/hr. plus bonus. Desk clerks 
also wanted, starting $7.00/ hr. 
plus bonus. 2990 East I-20, Big 
Spring, Texas, 79720.

Commercial Construction
General Contractor seeking 
skilled project superintendents. 
Please mail resumes to: 
Mid-Tex of Midland, Inc.; 5206 
West Wadley; Midland Texas 
79707. Resumes may also be 
faxed to (432)694-9627.

COOK NEEDED, Part-time 
only. Pick-up application at 806 
East 3rd after 4:00pm.

DAY’S INN needs Night Clerk 
& Housekeeping. Apply at 
Front Office @ 2701 South 
Gregg Street. 

DUNCAN DISPOSAL -  Now 
hiring a driver for the Coahoma 
area. Need at least a Class B 
CDL. Experience Preferred for 
a driver’s position. Must be 
able to pass mandatory DOT 
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls 
please. The job includes 40+ 
hours weekly Mon- Fri., with 
some Sat. mornings. An hourly 
rate with benefits package is 
available. Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Please Call Arthur 
432-770-3966.

Help Wanted
FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

FUN VALLEY
FAMILY RESORT

South Fork, Colorado
Needs students, young adults, 
and retirees for summer em-
ployment. Office, housekeep-
ing, cooks, stores, mainte-
nance, dining room, kitchen, 
horse wrangler. Stude and 
young adults live in dorms, sal-
ary, bonus. Adults must have 
their own RV, RV site FHU, sal-
ary. All get 3 meals a day. 
Write Personnel Director, 6315 
Westover Drive, Granbury, TX 
76049 or e-mail 
rafain@sbcglobal.net or call 
1-800-548-1684 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE.
Must have at least 1 year main-
tenance experience. Abilities to 
include: Painting experience 
with both brush and roller; gen-
eral plumbing, general sheet-
rock repair and texture. Must 
have own tools, ability to take 
after hour and weekend calls; 
valid TX drivers license and li-
ability insurance. Drug Free 
work place; health insurance 
and other benefits offered. 
Please come by Bent Tree 
Apartments, 1 Courtney Place 
to fill out an application.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for 
part-time Laundry attendant. 
Work 7 days- 7 days off. Must 
have own car. Apply 1208 
Gregg Street or 208 11th 
Place.

LOCAL 20+ Year Construction 
Company seeking experienced 
help. General residential and 
light commercial  repairs, re-
modeling, painting interior and 
exterior experience. Pay 
D.O.E. Call 432-267-2296.

LOCAL RESTUARANT need-
ing manager trainees, send re-
sume to 1510 Gregg St. no 
phone calls.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

Help Wanted
LOOKING FOR A JOB?

Apply for these positions today:
Police Officers Cert. & Non

$32,427.20 Cert.- 
$29,966.56 Non-Cert.

Test date to be announced
Utility Service Worker

Jailer
Cemetery Maintenance 

Worker
Communications Officer

We offer EXCELLENT BENE-
FITS including 100% paid Em-
ployee Health Ins.

Inquire to:
Human Resources

City of Big Spring, Texas
Phone: (432)264-2346 

Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to 
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

EOE

LOOKING FOR Experiance 
Track Hole Operater for the Big 
Spring area. If interested 
please call 432-943-8888.

MAINTENANCE/ 
ELECTRONICS POSITIONS

The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has openings for 
Maintenance Workers. A CDL 
license and mechanical experi-
ence are helpful. CRMWD also 
has an opening for an Electron-
ics Technician. Electronic ex-
perience and training required.
District benefits include paid 
vacation and holidays, sick 
leave, retirement plan, and 
group insurance. The District is 
an equal opportunity employer.
Applications are required to be 
considered for employment 
and are available at the Dis-
trict’s office, 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas or by 
calling 432-267-6341.

MIDWAY BAPTIST Church is 
looking for a responsible indi-
vidual to work in the nursery 
during the worship services on 
Sundays during both AM and 
PM Services. Must have good 
references. Apply in person at 
6200 South Service Rd.

WANTED PART time clerk. 
Qualification must have a high 
school diploma or GED, must 
type at least 40 WPM, com-
puter knowledge, at least 1 
year experience. No criminal 
background. If interested apply 
at The Howard County Juvenile 
Probation Office at 315 Main 
St. Suite C.

Help Wanted
NEED A job today? Come be a 
delivery driver for Domino’s 
Pizza. We pay competitive 
hourly wages & put cash in 
your pocket daily! Working for 
the other guys? Bring your ex-
perience over to Domino’s 
Pizza and get paid top dollar. 
Part time and full time positions 
available. Need day hours? 
Need night hours? We have all 
shifts available. We work with 
ALL types of schedules. Apply 
now and get hired on the 
spot (some restrictions ap-
ply). 
2111 Greg Street 
EOE, Drug Free environment

NEED BREAKFAST Host for 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday. 
Pick up application at Holiday 
Inn Express, 1109 N. Ayles-
ford.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING Bartenders and 
Cocktail waitresses.  Must be 
18.  Call the San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill at (432)267-1767 or 
213-0946.

NOW HIRING experienced re-
tail sales person. Harris Lum-
ber & Hardware 1515 E. FM 
700. Full or part time.

PARKVIEW NURSING & 
REHABILITATION CENTER

Now accepting applications for 
Charge Nurse, LVN position 
which offers competitive pay 
and great benefits including 
health insurance options and 
retirement. Please apply in per-
son at 3200 Parkway Rd.

PART TIME Phone Sales As-
sociate needed at Mt. Olive 
Cemetery. Call 432-213-5115.

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Call (432)267-6027, 
(432)213-1186.

PHYSICIAN OFFICE in Stan-
ton is looking for an LVN or 
RMA to work in the clinic. 
Please call (432)756-2816 and 
ask for Kathy for details.

STATE LICENSED
ELECTRICIANS and 

HELPERS
Local Company Seeks Quali-
fied applicants. Paid holi-
days, Vacation and Sick 
Time. All interested appli-
cants, please phone 
(432)263-3939.

Help Wanted
POLLARD CHEVROLET

* Lube Tech/ Porter
* Experienced Mechanic

Must have own tools
ASE preferred
but not required

* Parts Department  
full-time position 
Computer knowledge &  
experience in automotive 
preferred. 
Some heavy lifting. 

Benefits: Health & Life insur-
ance,  401(k).  EOE

Apply at
1501 East 4th St.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. 
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an-
nually including Federal Bene-
fits and OT.  Offered by Exam 
Services, not aff w/USPS who 
hires.   1-866-795-4058.

ROOFING HELPERS. (5) 
Palacios Roofing & Home Im-
provements in Big Spring, TX. 
Temporary 4/01/08 to 
12/31/08. $7.50/hr. OT 
$11.25/hr. 7:30am to 3:30pm. 
To lift, carry and hold building 
materials, tools and supplies, 
to clean equipment materials, 
tools and work areas. Entry 
Level. Employer will provide 
transportation through a cen-
tralized pickup location. Must 
be authorized to work legally in 
the U.S. Apply at the WF Net-
work of Big Spring, TX or fax 
resume to TWC @ 
(512)463-3055, Job Posting 
#TX8046229. Ad paid by an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

SALESPERSON For souvenir 
and gift co. Local established 
territory. Medical benefits and 
401K. Fax 888-854-9572.

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full & 
Part time Cashiers & Assistant 
Managers. Apply in person at 
any Shell Star Stop in Big 
Spring. Drug Free Environ-
ment.

WAITRESS WANTED Full or 
Part Time. Must be 21. Come 
by Martha’s Hideaway, 503 
North Birdwell Lane. No Phone 
Calls Please.

WANTED SINGLE Hand 
Welders, Welders helpers, 
Structual Helpers, painters, 
sandblasters, and mechan-
ics. Some travel required. We 
have local and out of town 
work. Drug screening re-
quired. Call 432-559-8432.

PAUL
MUSSLEWHITE

TRUCKING
is accepting

applications for
Yard Manager

Truck Supervisors
Vacuum Truck Drivers
Pump Truck Drivers
Wench Truck Drivers

Hot Oil  Drivers
Dispatchers
Mechanics

Competitive Wages
& Benefits

Pick up application at
Texas Work Force

Commission,
501 South Main

Suite 235, Big Spring
Post Office Building

2nd Floor 8608

TRANSMIT MIX CONCRETE
HIRING MIXER DRIVERS

Class A or B CDL license and a good driving record required.
Starting wage is $13.00 and $13.50 with Mixer experience.

HIRING MECHANIC 
Assist lead mechanic in performing repairs and 

maintenance on diesel equipment.
Potential employees need a good driving record. 

Starting wage is $11.50 to $12.50 per hour depending
on experience. 

We offer an excellent benefits package including, 
medical, dental, and 401k profit sharing.

Employment will include a 40-hour wage guarantee 
and quarterly bonus plan.

Apply in person at
605 North Benton ~ Big Spring,Texas

EOE/AA employer 7624

If your idea of a high-powered job involves high-powered equip-
ment and a rugged, outdoor lifestyle, then consider a career with BJ
Chemical Services. We’re a leader in the oilfield services industry
and we’re interviewing for Treater Truck Drivers in Big Spring, TX.

Treater Truck Driver
The rewards include an excellent benefit package and an opportunity to
grow with a leading company.

Requirements
• CDL, A or B, with HAZMAT endorsement required
• Downhole, wellhead and surface equipment knowledge a plus
• HS diploma or equivalent is required
• Must be able to pass a pre-employment physical &

drug/alcohol screen

Benefits
• Medical/Dental Plan - Prescription Card
• Life Insurance - Disability Insurance
• Vacations
• 401(k) thrift/retirement plan
• Job advancement and growth opportunities

All applicants are invited to
call or apply in person:
BJ Chemical Services
4806 South US Hwy. 87
Big Spring, TX 79720
Ph: (432) 267-8408
We support a drug free work environment

The best place to work - on earth

BJ Chemical Services is an Equal Opportunity Employer

28
06

1

Major home furnishings retailer looking for
Both Full Time & Part Time

Office Clerk
Position requires computer experience, customer

service and general office skills.

SALES
Appliance, Electronics & Furniture sales experi-
ence a plus. Attractive Commission Program.

WAREHOUSE & DELIVERY

Physical required. Must be 21 or older. Driving and
Criminal Activity records will be checked. Heavy
lifting (125 lbs.) required. Furniture, Electronics

and Appliance installation experience a plus.
Competitive wages.

Apply at:
2004 E. 42nd St., Odessa

Or
3111 Cuthbert, Midland

All positions require some nights and weekends.
Bilingual a plus. Drug free environment. All open
positions have a benefit package which includes:

Medical Coverage, Free Life Insurance, Paid
Vacation & Sick leave, Profit Sharing / 401(k)

Retirement and more.
An Equal Opportunity Employer 9726
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Help Wanted

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

Items for Sale

EQUIPMENT FOR Sale: 1985 
Vacuum Truck Pump and Tank 
1yr old, Tentle Hitch 25ft., Tilt 
Trailer GVRW 50,000lbs, 1995 
Chev. Bucket Truck, Pickup 
Dump Truck, 112 Cat Motor 
Grader. For Information Call 
Marcus at 325-656-0312.

Items for Sale
FIREWOOD. PREMIUM OAK 
FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $285.00 Full Cord 
& $175.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

FRESH BUFFALO meat for 
sale; hot links, sausage, liver, 
ground meat, roasts, steaks, 
brisket, skirt steak, hamburger 
patties, and jerky. Also have 
shelled pecans $5.00 a pound. 
Acreage for sale in Coahoma 
in South of Big Spring on the 
East side of Hwy 87. Call 
432-263-8785.

Miscellaneous
$240 KING ORTHOPEDIC no 
Flip matt & box set. NEW with 
Warr..........................................
BRAND NEW queen pillowtop 
mattress set, in wrapper, $124. 
806-549-3110. 

Miscellaneous
2003 ALUMACRAFT Jon Boat 
w/trailer, 14ft, 25 HP Evinrude 
electric start, trolling motor, 
depth finder, live well, car-
peted, 2 batteries, $3400.00. 
Call John (254)319-2819.

ADJUSTABLE MEMORY foam 
bed, raises/lowers, brand new, 
warranty, $1099........................
MICROSUEDE pillowback sofa 
& love, lifetime warranty, new 
$575. 806-549-3110.

BIGMAN OVERSIZED RE-
CLINER, brand new, BONDED 
microfiber, warranty-compare 
to Lane $799, Sell 
$450..........................................
Dinette set & 4 chairs, solid 
wood, tile top, Boxed, will take 
$229. 806-549-3110.

Miscellaneous
CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

Miscellaneous
FORMAL DINING 10 pc, dou-
ble pedestal table & 2 leafs, 6 
cushioned chairs, china hutch 
7 buffet, estate quality, NEW & 
BOXED, list $4296, Sell $1995. 
806-549-3110.

Storage Containers 
for sale or rent

8x20 - 8x40
Please contact

Cline
Construction

at

267-6006 88
48

7455 Cotton Strippers for sale
26 to choose from

1,000 to 3,000 hours
Pricing from $45,000 to $63,000

Many row configurations to choose from
For more information please call:
806-292-6147; 806-292-6157 or

806-292-6159 8687REMEMBER! Find It In Big Spring First!
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®

KKATHYATHY MMITCHELLITCHELL

MMARCYARCY SSUGARUGAR

Miscellaneous
LARGE LIT storage units avail-
able for lease at Horseshoe 
Apts. 4000 W. Hwy 80,
10x20- $75.00
15x20- $85.00
Please call 432-466-1485.  

On the Farm

NEW
MAHINDRA
TRACTORS

6011 E. Hwy. 80
Midland, TX (Take exit 144 off 

I-20, located on 
N. service road of Bus. 20.)

Full service dealership
Hours 8 am-6pm M-F

8 am-Noon Sat.
Cultivate your dreams with a 
Mahindra Tractor at Beene 
Tractors. We have special fi-
nancing 0-down. 0-payments, 
0-interest for 6 mo. on all mod-
els followed by 4.99% interest 
for a total term of 72 months or 
take advantage of our 0% fi-
nancing for 36, 48, or 60 
months on Selected models. 
We also have rebates on all 
models to help with your down 
payment. The tractor with bet-
ter traction, stability, and con-
trol. Mahindra tractors will pull 
more push more, and lift more.
www.beenetractors.com

NEW MAHINDRA Tractors are 
located at 6011 East Hwy 80, 
Midland TX, (Take Exit 144, off 
I-20, Located North Service 
Rd. of Business 20.) Full serv-
ice dealership. Hours 8am-6pm 
Monday-Friday, Saturday 
8am-12noon. Low interest 
rates and long term financing 
available. Mahindra Tractors 
have better traction, stability 
and control. Mahindra will push 
more, pull more and lift more. 
Cultivate your dreams. 
www.beenetractors.com

Pets
ADORABLE MULTI-PUG
(Maltese-Pug) mixed puppies, 
4 females. Toy Breed will be 
small when grown. $250.00. 
Call 432-263-4528.

AKC REGISTERED Pomera-
nian, white male. 11 Months 
old. $300.  (432)756-2288, Cell 
(432)664-3266.

Real Estate for Rent
$480/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 x 
F086.

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Rent

2 Thru 6 Bedroom  Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions.  (432)263-3461 -Tom.

FOR RENT: 2 Bdrm, 1 bath- 
Central heat and air- 
carport/storage, fenced yard, 
washer/dryer connections 
$500.00 month. Call 
(432)263-1281.

FURNISHED APT. extended 
stay hotel. Weekly $245.00 
plus tax, monthly $700.00 and 
up. Microwave and fridge. Call 
1-800-677-8175.

RETAIL BUILDING on Gregg 
Street. 2200 sq. feet. $400.00 
Per month with 1 year lease. 
Please contact Lucy 
432-263-5000.

Real Estate for Sale

1408 West 2nd.
GREAT POTENTIAL!!!!!!!
$5,000.00. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath, 
1180sq foot, 50x130 lot. Call 
432-816-3610.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty. 
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water 
well, duplex rentals. Call 
432-517-0642 for more info.

EXCELLENT CONDITION. 
Great floor plan. 3 bedroom, 2 
bath. 1760 sq. feet. 
$124,500.00. 4121 Theo St.. 
Call  432-263-3135, 
432-413-8656. 

FORECLOSURE 3 bdrm. Only 
$24,900!  Must see! For listings 
800-544-6258 ext. F906.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Real Estate for Sale
GREAT STARTER/ Investment 
Home. Extra Cute. 3 bdrm, 1 
bath. No Owner finance. Call 
for appointment 
(432)816-1464. 

LOVELY KENTWOOD Home 
for Sale by Owner. 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath with bonus room. Up-
dated kitchen with custom cabi-
nets, WB fireplace, and large 
backyard. Call 432-213-2862 
or 816-6477.

OWNER FINANCED Houses 
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore, 1518 
Wood, 1114 Mulberry and 603 
Circle. Easy Terms. Call Rea-
gan at 432-634-6818.

SALON/ BOUTIQUE Business:  
Completely remodeled. Lots of 
income potential and great lo-
cation. Call (432)816-1945 for 
information.

Vehicles
1987 FORD F150 Larriat. Ex-
tended cab. As Is $1200. OBO. 
Call 432-264-7788.

2002 GMC Sierra, 5.3 liter, V8. 
Long bed, 63,000 miles. New 
tires. Great Condition. One 
Owner. $10,500.00. Call 
(432)263-4080.

2004 WHITE Cadillac Deville, 
certified pre-owned. 42,000 
miles. Asking $19,500.00 for 
more information call 
325-829-6113.

2005 HYUNDAI XG350L Black 
with cream leather interior, 
power everything, heated 
seats, sun roof, sport wheels. 
24000 Miles, 100,000 Mile 
Warranty. $12,000. Call 
(432)816-9241.

Legals
Coahoma ISD will receive sealed 
bids for the removal of material 
from the bank of Wildhorse Creek. 
Bids will be received in the Admin-
istration Office, 600 N. Main or at 
PO Box 110 Coahoma, TX 79511 
until 2:00 pm March 6, 2008. The 
District reserves the right to accept 
or reject any and all bids.
#5697 February 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 
& 29, 2008

New Appliances &
Fixtures

Dish Network w/300+

Channels Incl 34 Latino

Hi-speed Wireless
Internet

Picnic/BBQ Area

New Laundry & Vending

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432) 714-4840

South Plains Apts
Effiicciienccy,  1  &  22  Bdrmss

27
09
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$299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

538 Westover                                     263-1252     
Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

32
24

0

+ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

ANSWERS

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2005 GMC Yukon XL, SLT -
White w/Tan Leather, All
Power, One Owner.

$19,995

2004 GMC 3/4 Ton 4X4
Diesel - Pewter, Tan Leather,
AllPower, 66K.

$28,995

2004 GMC 3/4 Ton  - 4 Wheel
Drive, Duramax, 4X4, Local
One Owner, White w/Tan
Leather, All Power.

NOW $19,995

2007 Chevrolet Aveo
Hatchback, Sedan, All Power, Gas
Saver, 63K, One Owner Miles.

2007 Chevrolet 1500 Crew
Cab Z71 - One Owner, 5.3L
V.8,  All Power.

$24,995

PONTIAC GMC
424 E. 3RD  •  BIG SPRING, TEXAS 

263-7625    888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

• See Our Ad In The Area Wide Phone Book •

6695

$13,995

1999 Dodge Ram

700 Auto Sales
2900 E. FM 700 • 267-AUTO (2886)

Red, 4.6, 
6 Disc CD Changer,

In House Financing!

$6,750

In House or Bank Financing Available

66
31

Free

(432) 263-1284                                                          110 W. MarcyBig Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

ATTRACTIVE KENTWOOD HOME in great
condition! 3 bedroom, 2 bath with central heat/ref.

air, inside utility, wood fence, 1 car  garage.

Call Shirley Burgess @ 935-2088 for an appointment today.

2515 LARRY
6697

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
As

Mercury and
Venus
embrace in
the friendly
intelligent
sign of
Aquarius
today, it’s
the
uncommonly
different
people, ideas
and things in life that
hold our attention.
Expressing our

appreciation for them
feels easy — not only
because they dazzle but
also because the rare
beauties we encounter
really do possess a touch
of sheer genius. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Someone tells you
exactly what you want to
hear. Can you help it if
you’re somebody that
people want to please?
Luckily, you’re psychic
enough to know the truth
from pandering.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You’re hard to resist
now, and frankly, who
would want to? There are
such rich rewards for
giving in to you.
Furthermore, if you make
it plain that you like
someone, you can expect
to be liked right back. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). It’s always a lark to
find out everything there
is to know about new
friends, but now you’ll be
satisfied learning
something new about an
old friend. It’s all in the
questions you ask. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Matters aren’t so
clear cut “good” or “evil.”
A lighthearted and open-
minded expression will
free you to do what’s
really good —
compassionately embrace
ideas different from the
ones you grew up with. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Your dreams are like
wild, unpredictable
children. Dare to indulge
them anyway. They’ll

start growing up and
pointing you in a
direction that’s both
imaginative and very
possible. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Questions of
character arise, the first
of which may be: “What
is my character?” You
may learn that others see
you in a kinder light than
the one you use to for
self-assessment. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Things are picking up
financially, but still
there’s a need for
balance. Do a financial
inventory. Tonight
there’s some tension
between people you love.
You’re the grease that
keeps the wheels rolling.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). It’s the kind of day
that turns the intangible
into something you can
embrace with all of your
senses. Collective wishes
are more than twice as
lucky, so get together
with a partner and state
your desire.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). You’re feeling
competitive lately, but
there’s no need to keep
up with the Joneses —
does anyone even
remember who they are?
Relax and let your own
unique style come
through in all you do.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). There’s a
psychological chasm
between you and
someone you care for.
Make a bold gesture, take

a leap. Because the thing
about chasms is, you
can’t cross them in two
small jumps.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Martha Graham
said, “The only sin is
mediocrity.” By that
standard, you should be a
saint. Spurts of
inspiration drive you to
excel in ways no one else
would have quite thought
to do it. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Conflicts are custom
made for you to sort out.
With your ability to
understand people, you
can do much in the way
of creating peace world
peace now, one
relationship at a time. 

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Pisces people experience
the spiritual lift of music
and art as a real physical
need and thus spiritual
calling. It’s almost as
though they were born
with headphones on.
Erykah Badu has her sun
and Mercury in Pisces.
Her inner ear is naturally
attuned to a stream of
universal consciousness,
which pierces together
sounds, thoughts and
images and meshes them
into a fresh, flowing,
lyrical style. 

Holiday Mathis is the
author of “Rock Your
Stars.” If you would like
to write to her, please go
to www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page.

Dear Annie: I am a
college student, and I live
with my boyfriend, who
just lost his job. He’s
actively looking for a
new one, but hasn’t had
any luck yet. 

As much as I enjoy my
newfound “grown-up”
life, I find it very hard to
survive financially. I
work full time and go to
school in the evenings
until midnight. My
typical day lasts 16-18
hours, depending on
homework. I don’t have
time for a second job.
With student loans and
car payments, insurance
and rent, my budget is so
tight that if I go a penny
over the amount allotted
for gas, I am in the red. 

I go to a private college,
which means I’m
applying for new school
loans every seven weeks.
When you have that
many loans and not a
long credit history, it’s
hard for anyone to apply
for a personal line of
credit. I’m at my wits’
end. I don’t know how to
stay afloat. Any
suggestions? — Broke in
Phoenix

Dear Broke: Yes, but
you may not like them.

You can live with a
roommate who is able to
pay half the rent and all
other joint expenses. You
can find a cheaper place
to live. You can get a
better job or ask for a
raise. You can move back
into your parents’ home
temporarily. You can
attend a public
university. You can
postpone college until
you have saved up
enough to go back to the
school of your choice. It’s
nice to live
independently, and all
young adults should do
so, but when you are
drowning, you need to
take whatever steps are
necessary to get out of
the ocean.

Dear Annie: I am a 33-
year-old wife and mother
of three. Lately, I have
been reading a lot on
bipolar disorder and it
scares me. Both my
father and paternal
grandmother are bipolar.
What are the symptoms?
What is the difference
between depression and
bipolar disorder? What
kind of doctor do I need
to see?

I feel I am
shortchanging my kids
because no matter how
hard I try to be calm and
patient, I can’t. I snap at
the smallest things and it
is getting worse. I don’t
want to be emotionally
abusive, but my children
walk on eggshells around
me. My husband ignores
me or makes fun of me.
Please point me in the
right direction. —
Longing To Be Normal 

Dear Longing: Bipolar
disorder (also known as
manic depression) causes
extreme shifts in mood,
characterized by
recurring episodes of

mania (elated or angry
moods, impulsivity,
increased activity and
energy) and depression
(prolonged sadness, loss
of energy, inability to
concentrate, feelings of
guilt, thoughts of
suicide). 

Treatment includes
medication along with
therapy and support.
Your doctor can refer
you to a psychiatrist, or
you can contact the
American Psychiatric
Association (psych.org)
for a recommendation. If
you are diagnosed as
bipolar, you can find
support through the
National Alliance on
Mental Illness (nami.org)
at 1-800-950-NAMI (1-800-
950-6264) or the
Depression and Bipolar
Support Alliance
(dbsalliance.org) at 1-800-
826-3632.

Dear Annie: I’m writing
about the responses to
“Craving Intimacy in
Indiana,” whose husband
has no interest in sex.
Why didn’t you answer
them the same way you
would have answered
men with the same
complaint?

Maybe their husbands
aren’t feeling enough
closeness to take it into
the bedroom. Maybe the
wives aren’t making
enough effort outside the
bedroom. Better yet,
maybe the husbands got
tired of “chasing the
proverbial carrot” and
gave up. Sex isn’t
everything, ladies. Just
ask my wife. — Fountain,
Minn.

Dear Fountain: The
women who wrote were
upset because their
husbands showed no
interest in any form of
intimacy, regardless of
their efforts. When
women avoid sex, we
recommend counseling
and a trip to the doctor.
The same goes for men.

To our Baha’i Readers:
Happy Ayyam-i-Ha.

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your
questions to anniesmail
box@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL
60611.
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TT he weather had
been unseasonably
warm for February.

Having had the day off,
the game warden enjoyed
starting his yearly gar-
den. About 3 p.m., he
decided to check his
answering machine. With
no calls, he took the
opportunity to work out-
side several
more hours.
Closing the
back door,
he was sev-
eral feet
from the
house when
the recorder
took the
message. 

Proud of
what he
had accom-
plished, the officer
glanced at clouds build-
ing in the distance.
“Finished just in time,”
he thought, as he quit for
the day. 

As the thunder heads
had grown in size, a des-
olate area south of town
offered the only shim-
mering surface for a
small number of migrat-
ing birds. As they
instinctively descended
toward a place to weath-
er out the slow moving
storm, the first drops of
rain splattered on the
dusty ground surround-
ing a pond. 

The foursome, while
resting from their flight,
would strain water and
mud through the projec-
tions along the sides of
their spatula-like bills.
Their surface feeding
would include small fish,
water insects, snails and
aquatic worms. The birds
would also seek out buds
and young shoots of
water plants. In his mat-
ing plumage, the drake
was noticeably more col-

orful than the three
smaller females. As the
birds landed, the white
embellishment on the
underside of their wings
was evident in both
sexes. Once on the sur-
face, the drake’s irides-
cent dark green head,
white breast, pale blue
wing patch and rusty
brown belly and flanks
made the grayish-brown
females look even more
nondescript. Their only
colorful attribute was an
orangish bill in compari-
son to his black one. 

Having watched their
landing while reading a
gauge on a nearby vessel,
an employee called for
his supervisor. Not get-
ting an answer, the man
knew that no matter
what he did, he’d be in
trouble. After trying to
think of all the conse-
quences, he made anoth-
er call. Time after time,
he reached an answering
machine. The message he
left was finally answered. 

“When did this hap-
pen?” asked the game
warden after reaching
the caller. “Shortly after
3 p.m.,” was the reply.
Knowing he would need

help, the officer quickly
called two other wardens
to assist. Even though he
was dirty and sweaty
from his day’s gardening,
he quickly changed into
his uniform. It wouldn’t
stay clean long. 

Some 15 miles south, he
turned to the east.
Having to drive slower
due to the deluge, he
could barely see the road
in spite of having his
windshield wipers on
high. Eight miles further
he parked and waited for
the other wardens. 

When the officers
entered the pond area,
standing with the
employee who had called
were representatives of
his company. Using their
dip nets, the wardens
removed four ducks from
the surface of a pit. With
one officer remaining at
the facility, the other two
rushed the oil soaked
ducks to town. 

“Can you identify some
birds for us?” came the
plea from the game war-
den. Since we had just
started the 10 p.m. news,
I invited him to come to
our home. Then he told
me he was parked out-

side in the driveway. As
he and the other officer
came toward the porch
with a cardboard box, I
could smell a distinct
aroma. “We’re not com-
ing inside. We’d just get
oil all over the place,”
said his fellow officer. 

Since the rain had
stopped, we could readily
use the porch light and
the emerging light of the
moon through the clouds.
“Shovelers. Northern
Shovelers,” was all I
could say. Two of the
ducks had died. The
remaining two were in
shock and gasping for
breath. 

After looking at the
smaller female that was
barely alive, I lifted the
drake. Dripping oil and
unable to lift his head, he
twitched from the spasms
wracking his body.
Suddenly he was limp.
His suffering had ended. 

All four ducks had been
in the open pit since 3
p.m. Even though the
wardens had been able to
get them out of the oil,
they knew, as did we,

that the birds would not
survive. Absorbed
through the skin as well
as being swallowed, the
crude oil and chemicals
would slowly kill the
shovelers. To solidify
their case, the officers
had to have us identify
the ducks. 

Overcome by the agony
of the dying shoveler,
none of us could speak.
Accustomed to seeing the
worst that could be
inflicted on wildlife, the
two officers shifted from
foot to foot while gaining
their composure. Telling
them there was nothing
we could do for the
remaining bird, we knew
the shovelers would
become evidence. To fur-
ther their case, the men
would return to the pit
that night to continue
dredging for any other
remains. 

As the officers turned
to leave, I noticed that
although their pants
were splattered with oil,
their shoes were clean.
“We threw our boots in
the back of the truck,”
was their parting com-
ment. Their night was
going to be a long one. 

Walking back to the
house, we noticed oily
stains on my slacks,
shoes and the front
porch. This seemed inci-

dental compared to the
penalties we, and the
wardens, thought the
company would have to
pay. Recent legislation
stated that open pits
were to be covered to
prevent such an incident.
Game wardens would
gain assistance in
enforcement of such
laws. Industry was being
held accountable. 

Within a week, we
learned differently.
Instead of the expected
monetary punishment,
an arrangement was con-
strued between a govern-
mental department and
the offender. The total
value of the shovelers
was lowered to the equiv-
alent of being fined for
fishing without a license. 

In the 18 years since,
industry has improved.
Violations and the death
of birds still occur, but to
a lesser degree. The laws
are still in effect, but
their interpretation
varies. When the story of
that night was printed in
the Austin American-
Statesman, a controversy
began over enforcement
of environmental laws.
With the death of the
Northern shovelers, dia-
logue had at least begun.

Bebe McCasland is fed-
erally and state licensed
to rehabilitate wild birds.
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Majestic Ionic Foot & Body Detox

710 Gregg Suite 222
Big Spring, TX 79720

Office - 432-517-4251
Cell - 432-816-9811   Fax - 432-517-4252

Take out all the
toxins your body doesn’t need!
Detox your vital organs & lungs

CALL US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION

Buy One
And

Get One
1/2 Off

98
32

6711

Bird Poop:

Northern shovelers fall victim to open pits around oil fields

BBEBEEBE

MMCCCCASLANDASLAND

Courtesy photo

The Northern shoveler represents its name by frequenting the northwestern United States,
Canada and Alaska during the summer and having a flat, spatulate bill. Wintering in the
southern states and Mexico, the bird is often called a “mud duck” because it stirs up bot-
tom sediment in search of plant and animal life.
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We, the membership of the
International Union of Operating

Engineers - Local 351, 
would like to thank Big Spring & the
surrounding communities for all of their

support over the past week. 
The immediate response of emergency
personnel on Monday the 18th was
amazing, the meals that have been
provided have been delicious, and the
multitude of prayers that have gone up
on our behalf are greatly appreciated
by each and every member. Thank you
for being there for us. Our community
is a wonderful place to work and live

because of the caring attitude
of the people.

Page Sponsored By:
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08
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This Date
In History

Today is Tuesday, Feb. 26,
the 57th day of 2008. There
are 309 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Feb. 26, 1919, Congress
established Grand Canyon
National Park in Arizona.

On this date:
In 1815, Napoleon

Bonaparte escaped from
exile on the Island of Elba.

In 1870, an experimental
air-driven subway, the
Beach Pneumatic Transit,
opened in New York City.
(The tunnel was only a block
long, and the line had only
one car.)

In 1907, Congress created
the Dillingham Commission
to examine the impact of
immigrants on America.
(The panel later recommend-
ed curtailing immigration
from southern and eastern
Europe.)

In 1929, President Coolidge
signed a measure establish-
ing Grand Teton National

Park.
In 1940, the U.S. Air

Defense Command was cre-
ated.

In 1945, a midnight curfew
on nightclubs, bars and
other places of entertain-
ment was set to go into
effect across the nation.

In 1952, Prime Minister
Winston Churchill
announced that Britain had
developed its own atomic
bomb.

In 1979, a total solar
eclipse cast a moving shad-
ow 175 miles wide from
Oregon to North Dakota
before moving into Canada.

In 1987, the Tower
Commission, which probed
the Iran-Contra affair,
issued its report, which
rebuked President Reagan
for failing to control his
national security staff.

In 1993, a bomb built by
Islamic extremists exploded
in the parking garage of
New York’s World Trade
Center, killing six people
and injuring more than 1,000
others.

Today’s Birthdays: Singer
Fats Domino is 80. Political
columnist Robert Novak is
77. Country-rock musician

Paul Cotton (Poco) is 65.
Actor-director Bill Duke is
65. Singer Mitch Ryder is 63.
Rock musician Jonathan
Cain (Journey) is 58. Singer
Michael Bolton is 55. Actor
Greg Germann is 50.
Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine is
50. Bandleader John
McDaniel is 47. Actress
Jennifer Grant is 42. Rock
musician Tim Commerford
(Audioslave) is 40. Singer
Erykah Badu is 37. Rhythm-
and-blues singer Rico Wade
(Society of Soul) is 36.
Rhythm-and-blues singer
Kyle Norman (Jagged Edge)
is 33. Rhythm-and-blues
singer Corinne Bailey Rae is
29. Country singer Rodney
Hayden is 28. 

® 2008 The Associated Press.

SCIFI Å
Science Fic.

Scary But True
Scary But True
Scariest Places
on Earth
Scariest Places
on Earth
ECW

”
Movie: X

”
”
”

Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone

WFAA C
Dallas

KMID D
Midland

UNI E
Spanish

KPEJ F
Odessa

KOSA H
Odessa

KTLE I
Telemundo

KWES J
Midland

WTBS L
Atlanta

KMLM M
Odessa

KPBT N
Odessa

DISC U
Discovery

AMC V
Classics

SPIKE W
Spike TV

TNT X
Atlanta

BET [
Black Ent.

DISN \
Disney

ESPN2:
Sports

ESPN ^
Sports

:PM
7 :30

:PM
8 :30

:PM
9 :30

:PM
10 :30

:PM
11 :30

:AM
12 :30

TUESDAY

Just Laughs
Just Laughs
According-Jim
Carpoolers
Primetime:
What Would
News (CC)
Nightline
The Insider
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
News (CC)

Just Laughs
Just Laughs
According-Jim
Carpoolers
Primetime:
What Would
News
Nightline
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
Extra (CC)
Lighthouse

Al Diablo con
Los Guapos
Pasion

”
Aqui y Ahora

”
Primer Impacto
Noticiero Univ.
La Hora de la
Risa
Salome (SS)

”

American Idol
(CC)

”
Back to You
TMZ (CC)
Raymond
Two/Half Men
Raymond
Law & Order:
Criminal Intent
Reno 911!
George Lopez

NCIS (CC)
”

Big Brother:
'Til Death
Jericho (CC)

”
News
Late Show-
Letterman
Late Late
Show
The Insider

La Traicion
”

Victoria
”

Pecados
Ajenos
Noticias
Titulares y Mas
Decisiones

”
”

Programa

The Biggest
Loser: Couples
(CC)

”
quarterlife
(CC)
News
Tonight Show

”
Late Night-
Conan O'Brien
News

Family Guy
Family Guy
Family Guy
Family Guy
The Office
The Office
10 Items-Less
Sex and-City
Sex and-City
Harold &
Kumar Go to
White Castle

Update Israel
Dr. Booker
Light of the
Southwest

”
”

Update Israel
Keith Miller
Ministerio
Nueva Vida
Update Israel
J.R. Church

Nova (CC)
(DVS)
Frontline/
World
Independent
Lens (CC)
Charlie Rose
(CC)
Tavis Smiley
Tavis Smiley
Sign Off

”

Dirty Jobs
(CC)
Dirty Jobs

”
Storm Chasers

”
MythBusters
(CC)
Dirty Jobs
(CC)
Dirty Jobs

”

Movie: Striking
Distance

”
”

Movie: Dante's
Peak (CC)

”
”
”

Movie:
Hellfighters
(CC)

CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: NY
(CC)
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
Star Trek:
Voyager

Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Bones (CC)

”
Cold Case
(CC)
Without a
Trace (CC)
Without a
Trace (CC)

Movie: Mo'
Money (CC)

”
”

Top 25 Under
25
Malcolm-Eddie
Malcolm-Eddie
Jamie Foxx
Jamie Foxx
Movie: Mo'
Money (CC)

:15 Movie:
Toothless
(CC)

”
That's-Raven
Life Derek
Zack & Cody
Han. Montana
Replacements
Kim Possible
Emperor
American Drgn

Southern Ill. at
Bradley
NBA Coast-to-
Coast (CC)

”
”
”

Mix Tape Tour
NASCAR Now
2007 World
Series of Poker
2007 World

:PM
6 :30

News (CC)
Entertainment

Jeopardy!
Wheel-Fortune

Yo Amo a
Juan

The Simpsons
Two/Half Men

News
Entertainment

12 Corazones
”

News
Be a Millionaire

Raymond
Raymond

Dr. Young
John Hagee

News-Lehrer
”

How It's Made
How It's Made

”
”

CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.

Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)

Live (CC)
Hell Date

Han. Montana
Zack & Cody

College
Basketball:

College
Basketball:
Ohio State at
Indiana (CC)
College
Basketball:
Tennessee at
Vanderbilt
SportsCenter
(CC)
NFL Live
Gamenight
SportsCenter
(CC)
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