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Fires out, investigation begins

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

County residents in the
Oasis Addition opposing
the use of an old oil well
in that area
for disposal of
oil and gas
waste will be
holding a com-
munity meet-
ing Thursday
in hopes of
staving off the
project, led by
Abilene-based
K e m p e r
Operating Company.

Roy Don Beauchamp, a
resident of nearby Oasis
Road, said Kemper
Operating Company’s
plans could endanger the
drinking water for resi-
dents in the area.

“It’s an abandoned oil
well. They are wanting to
put some tanks up close
to the intersection of
Highway 350, FM 700 and
Oasis Road,” said
Beauchamp. “The only
source of water we have
is well water, and we’re
very much concerned
this could cause a prob-
lem with our water. They
are wanting to pump this
salt water — from what I
can understand from the
letter — probably a half-
mile into this abandoned
well.”

William Kemper, the
owner and operator of
Kemper Operating
Company, said he under-
stands the immediate
fears many residents 

See OASIS, Page 3A

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Officials with Alon USA say they
expect to begin gathering data today in
hopes of determining the cause of
Monday morning’s explosion that tore
through the Big Spring Refinery.

Blake Lewis, spokesperson for Alon
USA, said the last of the fires at the
refinery were
extinguished
late Monday
a f t e r n o o n ,
allowing the
Israeli-owned
company to
move into its
next course of
action.

“An opera-
tion like this
moves in
phases,” said
Lewis. “The
first phase
was all about
the people.
After that,
everyone was
concentrating
on getting the
fires extin-
guished. Now
that all of the
fires are out,
it’s time to
begin collecting data.

“Of course, the most pressing ques-
tion right now is determining how this
happened. Once we’ve determined that,
we’ll begin working on the next phase,
which is figuring out what resources it
will take to get the refinery up and run-
ning again.”

An explosion ripped through the Big
Spring Refinery at approximately 8:15
a.m. Monday, sending a shock wave
through the surrounding communities.

An Alon employee, speaking on the
condition of anonymity, said Monday
the cause of the explosion was a propy-
lene tank leak that could not be
stopped, causing a mist-like vapor to

See REFINERY, Page 3A

Public
concern
prompts
meeting
Oasis Addition
area residents
oppose use of
well for disposal

Beauchamp

Alon to assess 
damage, start 
next phase in 
blast aftermath

HERALD photo/Russ McEwen
Smoke and flames roll out of the Alon USA Big Spring Refinery Monday morning following an explosion
that rocked the facility. According to reports, the fire was caused by a leak in the refinery’s propylene
system. Fires were extinguished by late in the afternoon.

“Of course, the
most pressing 
question right now
is determining how
this happened. Once
we’ve determined
that, we’ll begin
working on the next
phase, which is 
figuring out what
resources it will
take to get the 
refinery up and 
running again.” 

—Blake Lewis, 
Alon spokesman

AA
t approximately
8:17 a.m. on
Monday, Feb. 18,
2008, Big Spring,

Texas, got a wake-up call. I
had just placed my tooth-
brush in its holder and
wiped the excess from my
lips and looked up in the
mirror. All of a sudden I
was shocked by a jolt that
almost sent me to the floor.
The windows shook and the

ground rum-
bled. I stood in
silence for a
few seconds
knowing in the
back of my
mind what had
happened. I
fearfully
peered out my
bedroom win-
dow facing
east and there
I saw what I

suspected. A huge mush-
room cloud shadowed the
sky. Something inside me
had told me what was hap-
pening and the fear I was
feeling was the fear of what
I knew could come from my
suspicions. 

I knew I had to get there
to help in any way possible.
My phone rang and it was
my bookkeeper informing
me of what had happened
and that calls had already

began flooding the switch-
board. 

“Isabel,” I replied, “I a.m.
on my way out the door. I
will call you when I get on
the scene.” As I headed
toward the darkened sky I
prayed that God would take
care of anyone involved and
keep everyone safe in our
town. 

I could see many emer-

See CALL, Page 3A
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story  idea? Call Jonathan Hull at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. Email results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSportsSports
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Crossroads high
school varsity
sports calendar

TODAY
Big Spring softball

vs. Midland Lee, 5:30
p.m.

Forsan softball vs.
Grape Creek, 4 p.m.

Coahoma softball vs.
Midland High, 7 p.m.

BASKETBALL 
PLAYOFFS
Coahoma girls and

boys basketball vs.
Wall at Abilene
Cooper, 6:30 p.m.

Forsan boys basket-
ball vs. Iraan at Angelo
State’s Junell Center
in San Angelo, 5:30
p.m.

Grady girls basket-
ball vs. Whitharral at
Borden County, 5 p.m.

Garden City girls
basketball vs. Sterling
City at Dorothy
Garrett Coliseum, 6
p.m.

Sands boys basket-
ball vs. Ropes at Post, 8
p.m.

•••
THURSDAY
Big Spring softball,

Forsan softball and
Coahoma softball at
West Texas Classic in
Midland in tourna-
ment play through
Feb. 23.

Coahoma baseball at
Sonora Tournament
through Feb. 23. 

FRIDAY
Big Spring baseball

at Sweetwater, 6 p.m.
Forsan baseball at

Tahoka, 7 p.m.

HC women win,
men suffer loss
at New Mexico

Howard College bas-
ketball teams split a
pair of games with
New Mexico Junior
College squads
Monday night in
Hobbs, N.M., with the
women taking a 77-53
win over the Lady
Thunderbirds, while
the mean suffered an
86-85 loss.

The Hawk women
improved their record
to 23-5 on the season
and stand third in the
Western Junior
College Athletic
Conference standings
with a 9-3 mark. The
loss left Howard’s men
with a 21-7 mark and
tied for third place in
the WJCAC standings
at 10-4.

Thursday, Howard’s
teams will travel to
Clarendon for WJCAC
meetings with
Clarendon’s Bulldogs
and Lady Bulldogs.

Big Spring Girls
Softball registration
held every Saturday

The Big Spring Girls
Softball Association
begins registration for
the 2008 youth softball
season Saturday from
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at
the Big Spring Mall
across from Merle
Norman. 

Girls ages 4 to 14 as
of Jan. 1 are eligible to
play.

A Subsequent signup
dates will be held
March 1.

Fee is $45 with a $5
discount for a second
child.

Anyone with ques-
tions can call Rodney
Jones at 213-3750.

IINN B BRIEFRIEF
By JIM O’CONNELL
AP Basketball Writer

Get ready for No. 1 vs. No. 2.
Memphis survived its closest

game of the season to remain the
lone unbeaten and a unanimous
No. 1 in The Associated Press’
college basketball poll Monday.

Losses by Duke and Kansas last
week allowed Tennessee to make
the jump from fourth to No. 2,
setting up the 38th career
matchup of the top two teams in
the rankings.

Tennessee (23-2) is at Memphis

(25-0) on Saturday, the first 1-2
meeting since No. 2 Ohio State
beat No. 1 Wisconsin 49-48 on
Feb. 25, 2007. Both have games
Wednesday night: Memphis is at
Tulane and Tennessee hosts
Auburn.

The No. 2 team has won five of
the last six meetings with the
top-ranked team since 1994. The
lone win for No. 1 was Duke’s 97-
66 victory over Texas on Dec. 12,
2005.

Memphis beat UAB 79-78 on
Saturday, erasing a seven-point
deficit over the final two minutes

and waiting for a final shot by
the Blazers to be ruled after the
buzzer by officials.

Tennessee also survived a road
scare on Saturday, beating
Georgia 74-71. But the 1-2
Volunteer State Showdown was-
n’t decided until Duke lost 86-73
at Wake Forest on Sunday night.

Memphis received all 72 first-
place votes and 1,800 points from
the national media panel to be
No. 1 for a fifth straight week,
the last three unanimously.
Tennessee had 1,699 points to
reach the highest ranking in

school history. The Volunteers
were third four weeks ago.

North Carolina (24-2), which
has managed to go 3-1 without
injured point guard Ty Lawson,
moved up two spots to third,
while Kansas (24-2), which lost at
Texas on Monday then cruised
past Colorado on Saturday,
dropped one place to fourth.

Duke (22-2), which had a 12-
game winning streak snapped by
the Demon Deacons, dropped
from second to fifth and was fol-

See POLL, Page 2B

Memphis, Tennessee set up 1 vs. 2 matchup

By JIM VERTUNO
AP Sports Writer

AUSTIN — Nearly three
weeks ago, Texas walked
off the court a dejected
and submissive team
after getting blown out by
rival Texas A&M.

Harshly — and publicly
— criticized by their
coach after that debacle,
the No. 7 Longhorns
haven’t been the same
team since. And Monday
night, they showed the
No. 22 Aggies just how far
they’ve come with a 77-50
win in the rematch.

Texas went toe-to-toe
with the bigger, stronger
Aggies for 40 minutes.
While D.J. Augustin drib-
bled and dazzled his way
to 27 points and nine
assists, forward Damion
James and the Longhorns
blocked 12 shots and
matched the Aggies in
rebounding and scoring
under the basket.

This time, it was the
Aggies sulking away after
a loss that seemed to indi-
cate two teams going in
very different directions.

“We whipped them and
they whipped us,” A&M
coach Mark Turgeon said.
“It’s even.”

Not in the Big 12 stand-
ings it isn’t.

Texas (22-4, 9-2) has won
six in a row since losing
to A&M. The Longhorns
are tied for first and start-
ing to calculate their
NCAA tournament posi-
tion. The Aggies (20-6, 6-5)
meanwhile, have lost two
straight and can’t get out
of the middle of the pack.

In other Top 25 games
on Monday night, it was:
No. 10 Xavier 81, Rhode
Island 77; No. 12
Georgetown 68,
Providence 58; No. 18
Louisville 61, Syracuse 50;
and No. 23 Saint Mary’s
100, Pepperdine 64.

Defense has been the

key for Texas’ turn-
around. A&M shot just 6-
of-31 in the first half and
Texas blocked 12 shots in
the game.

“We’ve come together
on the defensive end.
That’s the single biggest
thing that we’ve done
over the past two weeks,”
Longhorns coach Rick
Barnes said.

Texas also a got spectac-
ular game from point
guard Augustin, who is
capable of pulling them
off more often but had
struggled of late.

Augustin nearly
outscored the Aggies by
himself in the first half
with 17 points as Texas
took a 39-18 lead into half-
time.

“He did everything for
that team tonight, give
him credit. He came out
and played at a level no
else played at,” A&M’s
Josh Carter said. “It was
embarrassing tonight.”

From the start, the
teams traded bruising
screens, blocked shots,
dunks and menacing
stares between the big
men in a physical contest
typical of this heated
rivalry.

Texas charged up the
sellout crowd with a 16-4
run in the first 5 minutes
with four 3-pointers and a
pair of blocked shots.
James, who was singled
out by Barnes after a poor
effort in the first meeting,
grabbed Texas’ first two
rebounds and hit the
Longhorns’ first 3-pointer
of the game.

James and Augustin
seemed to be everywhere
in the first half.

In one sequence,
Connor Atchley started a
fast break with a steal
and fed a quick outlet to
Augustin before James
finished it with two-hand-

See TEXAS, Page 2B

Texas roars past A&M

AP Photo/Harry Cabluck

Texas guard D.J. Augustin, left, goes up to shoot against the defense of Texas A&M guard
Josh Carte during first half action at their college basketball game Monday in Austin.

TT
here’s nothing like a
good apology, especially
when you know it comes
straight from the heart.

Eric Gagne issued his Monday
in two different languages,
though if you had
just come back
from a few months
climbing in the
Himalayas you’d
be hard-pressed to
know just what he
was apologizing
for.

Even Gagne did-
n’t seem sure, and
you would think
he would be the
one to know. Something about a
“distraction that shouldn’t be
taking place” was taking place
and that “right now I just want
to go forward.”

The French version, I’m told,
was better, though even with
four years of high school French
I wasn’t able to quite get the
translation down. I was pretty
sure, however, that there was
nothing in there about shooting

up with human growth hormone
to make sure his fastball didn’t
flatten out and drop into the low
90s.

Gagne had to have been watch-
ing and taking notes a few days
earlier when his former battery-
mate, and the guy who used to
score his HGH for him, issued
his own mea culpa before begin-
ning his new job as a $5 million
a year catcher and role model
for the Washington Nationals.

For that kind of money you
would think that Paul Lo Duca
might be able to do better than
a three sentence statement apol-
ogizing for “mistakes in judg-
ment I made in the past and for
the distraction that has result-
ed.” Maybe even tell us if the
details in the Mitchell report
about him buying steroids for
his minor league teammates in
1999 and then going around the
clubhouse to make sure his bud-
dies had a fresh supply of HGH
in the majors were true.

Apparently not. Like Mark
McGwire, he just doesn’t want
to talk about the past.

“Come on, bro’. Next ques-
tion,” Lo Duca said.

Silly us for having the temeri-
ty to ask. Even sillier of us to
actually expect an answer.

Who did we think he was?
Andy Pettitte?

No, and as it turns out, not too
many of his fellow Mitchellites
are either. Jason Giambi never
explained what he was apologiz-
ing for, Paul Byrd has developed
a case of amnesia, Gary
Matthews has never told us why
he was sent HGH, and we
haven’t heard a peep yet from
Jose Guillen, Troy Glaus or
Miguel Tejada.

Come to think of it haven’t
heard much from Bud Selig
either, though on Monday he
did allow as to how he doesn’t
know when he’ll finish his
review of players named in the
Mitchell report or when he’ll
figure out what punishment
they might get.

Unfortunately we’ve heard
way too much from Roger
Clemens, but my guess is he’ll
quiet down now following his

disastrous appearance last week
before Congress. It was his stri-
dent denials that brought
Pettitte deeper into this mess
than he was ever supposed to
be, and his insistence on having
a congressional investigation
that led to some embarrassing
revelations about family mem-
bers of both pitchers.

That’s not excusing Pettitte for
using HGH, or lying about it in
his first statement when he said
he used it only two days in 2002.
But I find it believable when he
said he lied about using it a sec-
ond time two years later to pro-
tect his father.

Actually there’s a lot I found
believable about Pettitte after
watching him go before the
media for an hour Monday and
answer almost every question
directed his way as honestly
and thoroughly as he could. The
only ones he didn’t answer dealt
with Clemens, and Pettitte is
already on the record in his con-
gressional deposition on those 

See DAHLBERG, Page 2B

Pettitte’s apology tops those of the others
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Marvin Earl Wright
Marvin Earl Wright, 79, of Muskogee,

Okla., died Saturday night, Feb. 16, 2008,
at Broadway Manor Healthcare Center
in Muskogee. He was born Nov. 4, 1928,
to Claude and Ila (Bean) Wright in Big
Spring.

Marvin graduated from high school in
Big Spring and took his first job on the
railroad. One year later he married the
love of his life and high school sweet-
heart, Virginia Ann Neel, on Dec. 31,

1948. He continued working on the railroad until he
was drafted into the United States Army in 1953. Soon
after, he was called into the Air Force and served on
special duty while stationed in Illinois.

After his honorable discharge from his tour of duty
in service to his beloved country he returned to work
on the railroad. The Texas Pacific Railroad started
Marvin as an electrician, working on steam engines.
Marvin climbed the ladder of success by moving his
family every two years. As a third generation rail-
roader, he moved for the sixth time to Muskogee. He
immediately fell in love with the town, the people and
the golf course.  

Marvin continued his promotions and moved with
his wife a couple of times in Kansas where he retired
as an sssistant superintendant of Rules and Safety.
After an amazing career with the Union Pacific
Railroad with 44 years of service, Marvin returned to
Muskogee and enjoyed 19 years of retirement, filled
with family, fun and golf.

Golf was always his specialty and he was an excel-
lent golfer. He will be remembered for more than his
game of golf. He was not only a wonderful provider
and a hard worker, but also an amazing father and
grandfather. His ambition and desire in life was for
his seven grandchildren to receive a college education.
This is a dream that will soon be fulfilled.  

Mr. Wright was preceded in death by his parents;
one son, Donnie Earl Wright; one sister; and two
brothers.

He is survived by his wife of 59 years, Virginia
Wright of the home; one daughter, Diane Paine and
husband Chuck of Edmond, Okla.; one son, Ronnie
Wright and wife Brenda of Ft. Collins, Colo.; daughter-
in-law, Cindy Wright of Pueblo, Colo.; seven beautiful
grandchildren, Tiffany Paine, Cara Wright, Alyssa
Wright, Tisa and husband Riley Riggs, Wesley Wright,
Jason and wife Kathryn Wright, and Taylor Paine; one
brother, Lt. Col. Charles Wright and wife Doris of San
Diego, Calif.; sisters-in-law, Wanda Wiley, Eddie Lou
Neel, Charlene Neel, Betty Neel and Wanda Wright.
Marvin was also blessed with 23 marvelous nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services were 2 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2008,
at First Baptist Church in Muskogee, with the Rev.
Don Jones officiating. Interment followed in Memorial
Park Cemetery. Pallbearers were Jason Wright,
Wesley Wright, Chuck Paine, Riley Riggs, Ron Bowen
and Mark Pearson. 

Friends may wish to remember Mr. Wright by mak-
ing memorials to Salvation Army Auxiliary, 615 South
Main, Muskogee, OK 74401, Alzheimer’s Association,
6465 South Yale, Suite 312, Tulsa, OK 74136-7804 or The
First Baptist Church Building Fund, 111 South 7th,
Muskogee, OK 74401.     

Funeral service arrangements are under the direc-
tion of Foster-Petering Funeral Home in Muskogee,
OK.

Paid obituary

Myrtle Stewart
Myrtle Stewart, 99, of Stanton died Monday, Feb. 18,

2008, at her residence. Funeral services will be held at
10 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 21, 2008, at the First Baptist
Church of Stanton. Interment will follow at Evergreen
Cemetery in Stanton. 

She was born May 17, 1908, in Knowles, N.M., and
married Ted Roy Stewart on Dec. 22, 1935, in Courtney,
Texas. He preceded her in death June 24, 1994. 

Mrs. Stewart was a long time member of Courtney
Baptist Church and later moved to Stanton and
became a member of First Baptist Church Stanton.

Survivors include two daughters, Alice Capps of
Pleasanton and Kathryn Stewart of Stanton; one son,
Ted Stewart of Stanton; six grandchildren; and six
great-grandchildren.  

She was also preceded in death by her parents two
brothers and four sisters.  

The family suggests memorials be made to the char-
ity of one’s choice. 

Arrangements under the direction of Gilbreath
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can be
made at: www.npwelch.com 

Barbara Ann Cordes
Barbara Ann Cordes, 73, of Big Spring, died Monday,

Feb. 18, 2008, in a local hospital. Her services are pend-
ing with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

F.H. ‘Hank’ Williamson
F.H. “Hank” Williamson, 62, of Big Spring, died

Monday, Feb. 18, 2008, in a Midland nursing home. His
services are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch
Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

Crestina Perez
Crestina Perez, 90, of Big Spring died Tuesday, Feb.

19, 2008, at Parkview Nursing and Rehab. Services are
pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Sammie J. Froman
Sammie J. Froman, 72, of Big Spring,

died Monday, Feb. 18, 2008, in a local
nursing home. Graveside funeral ser-
vices will be held at 2 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 20, 2008, at the Trinity Memorial
Park Peace Chapel with Dr. Randy
Cotton, pastor of Trinity Baptist
Church, officiating. The family will
receive friends from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday at the funeral home.

He was born Feb. 8, 1936, in Martin
County and married Shirley Harper on Dec. 18, 1954 in
Big Spring.

Mr. Froman was raised in Martin County and attend-
ed school at Flowergrove and the Brown Community.
He moved to Big Spring in 1951 and worked for W.D.
Caldwell Corporation as a young man. He owned and
operated Sam Froman Dirt Contracting Inc. for 20
years, retiring in 2000. Sammie was an avid fisherman
and enjoyed restoring antique tractors. Sam was a
member of Trinity Baptist Church.

Survivors include his wife, Shirley Froman of Big
Spring; two sons and daughters-in-law, Kenneth and
Layne Froman of Gail and Gene and Robbie Froman of
Big Spring; nine grandchildren, Elizabeth Row and
husband Brad of Grand Junction, Colo., Michelle
Froman and Randi Froman, both of Midland, Ty
Froman and wife Kendra, and Jacob Froman, all of Big
Spring, Katherine Froman, and Michael Froman, both
of Gail, and Collin Froman and Walker Froman, both
of Big Spring; four great-grandchildren, Hailey Row
and Jackson Row, both of Grand Junction, Colo., and
Kyron Brownfield and Key Don Brownfield, both of
Big Spring; two brothers, Finous Froman of Levelland
and Larry Froman of Modesta, Calif.; and two sisters,
Billie Patterson of Modesta, Calif., and Ermie Oaks of
Monroe City, Mo.

He was preceded in death by one daughter, Tanya
Sue Froman, and his parents, James Claude and Marie
Estep Froman.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at:
www.npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Petra Escanuelas
Petra Escanuelas, 73, of Odessa, for-

merly of Big Spring died Saturday, Feb.
16, 2008, in Odessa. Funeral Mass will
be at 2 p.m. Wednesday at St. Thomas
Catholic Church with burial at Mount
Olive Memorial Park. Vigil services
will be at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Myers &
Smith Chapel. 

She was born Oct. 19, 1935, in Wink to
Maria and Mateo Escanuelas. She lived
most of her life in Big Spring until mov-

ing to Odessa in 1986. She had been a member of St.
Thomas Catholic Church in Big Spring and later Holy
Redeemer Catholic Church in Odessa. 

She is survived by one sister, Gregoria “Goya”
Escanuelas of Odessa; two brothers, Ygnacio “Nacho”
Escanuelas Sr. and his wife Maria, and Alex
Escanuelas Sr. and his wife Yolanda, all of Big Spring;
nine nieces; five nephews; 15 great nieces; 10 great
nephews; four great great nieces; and five great great
nephews. 

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

John Jackson Bentley
John Jackson Bentley, 90, of Carrollton and fomerly

of Stanton, died Saturday, Feb. 16, 2008, in Forney.
Graveside funeral services will be held at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2008, at the Evergreen Cemetery
Chapel in Stanton with Van Pendergrass, minister of
Downtown Church of Christ in Stanton, officiating. 

The family will receive friends tonight from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. at the funeral home.   

He was born March 28, 1917, in Benjamin and mar-
ried Marjorie Blackerby on May 14, 1942, in San
Antonio.  

Mr. Bentley was a longtime member of the Webb
Chapel Church of Christ and had served as an elder at
the Church of Christ in Farmers Branch. He served in
the United States Army as a master sergeant during
World War II. He earned various medals two of which
were Purple Hearts. He started Bentley’s of Stanton in
1948. Mr. Bentley also served 35 years in Civil Service
with HUD, completing his service with F.D.I.C., retir-
ing at the age of 87 in 2005. He was also involved in
real estate for 60 years. 

Survivors include his wife, Marjorie Bentley of
Carrollton; three daughters, Judith Diane Wright of
Marietta, Georgia, Jane Ellen Bowers of Lubbock, and
Elizabeth Jan Childress of Fort Worth; two sons, John
David of Midland and Thomas Emmett of Forney; one
sister, Rebecca  Hildebrand of Flagstaff, Arizona; 12
grandchildren; and 8 great grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by one brother, Coates
Bentley and one sister, Patricia Moffett.  

The family suggests memorials be made to Berean
Children’s Home, P.O. Box 1009, Brookhaven, Miss.,
39602-0109 or to American Cancer Society, 2304
Wadley, Midland 79705. 

Arrangements are under the direction of Gilbreath
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can be
made at: www.npwelch.com

TUESDAY
•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets at

6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St.

• Life Recovery, a non-denominational Christian
group of recovering alcoholics and addicts, meets at 7
p.m. at the St. Paul Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic

pain disease), a new support and informative group
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 264-1213 for more
information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.

at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m.
until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting,

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each
month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon

at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

Support Groups

TODAY
• Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in the

high school band hall. All band parents are invited
to attend. 

• Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in the
Howard County Library. All working artists and
those interested in art are invited to attend.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 p.m.
at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. to

11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth St.,
provided by InHome Care. 

• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic
Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721. 

• Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. in the Scenic
Mountain Medical Center classroom for Stretch and
Tone. Call 268-4721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third St. 

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 

Bulletin Board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

Obituaries
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TEXAS
Continued from Page 1B

ed dunk. 
A minute later, James
blocked a shot from
behind, then flew in to
snag the rebound off the
backboard to start anoth-
er break.

Augustin made two 3s,
then fed a tricky pass in
the lane for an easy
layup. When he pulled up
for a soft jumper in the
lane over Bryan Davis,
Texas led 37-14.

Misfiring from the out-
side, the Aggies tried to
use their muscle inside to
start the second half.
Three quick fouls and two
more blocked shots,
including one when
Atchley stopped 7-footer
DeAndre Jordan, left
Turgeon rubbing his tem-
ples during the first time-
out of the half.

If Texas was giving him
a headache, it only got

worse. Augustin hit
another off-balance
jumper and Justin Mason
was left wide open for a 3
that put Texas up 51-27.

Things were going so
badly for A&M that when
Jordan snagged a rebound
deep in the lane and tried
to tomahawk a dunk, he
caught the front of the
rim and ball went flying
back up in the air.

Texas hit nine 3-point-
ers while the Aggies were
1-of-14 from long range.
The Aggies also missed 12
of 23 free throws.

“Guys have to make free
throws and open shots,”
Turgeon said. “They’re on
scholarship, they’re sup-
posed to be really good
players, so they need to
step up and do those
things.”

Barnes ripped his team
after losing to A&M.

Maybe Turgeon’s words
will turn things around
for the Aggies around as
well.

No. 10 Xavier 81,
Rhode Island 77

At South Kingston, R.I.,
Josh Duncan scored 23
points, B.J. Raymond
added 14 and Xavier over-
came a furious second-
half run to hold off Rhode
Island.

The win was Xavier’s
eighth straight and the
14th in its last 15 games,
helping the Musketeers
(22-4, 10-1 Atlantic 10)
maintain their grip on
first place in the Atlantic
10 conference.

Parfait Bitee scored 25
points and Will Daniels
added 23 for Rhode Island
(20-6, 6-5). The loss
snapped the Rams’ 11-
game home winning
streak.

No. 12 Georgetown 68,
Providence 58

Roy Hibbert had 18
points inside, Jonathan
Wallace added 14 from the
outside and visiting
Georgetown beat

Providence.
The Hoyas (21-4, 11-3 Big

East) came in having lost
two of three games and
they struggled against
Providence’s 2-3 zone for
the opening half and first
5 minutes of the second
half.

Then came a 3-point
barrage led by Wallace as
Georgetown hit five from
behind the arc in a 17-2
run that gave the Hoyas a
52-43 lead.

Weyinmi Efejuku had 25
points for the Friars (13-
13, 4-10), who have lost
four straight and eight of
nine.

No. 18 Louisville 61,
Syracuse 50

Terrence Williams
scored all 12 of his points
in the second half for host
Louisville.

Andre McGee added 12
points and the Cardinals
(21-6) limited the Orange
(17-10) to 29 percent shoot-
ing to keep pace with No.

12 Georgetown atop the
Big East.

Arinze Onuaku led
Syracuse with 16 points
and Paul Harris added 13,
but the Orange found few
openings in Louisville’s
tough 2-3 defense.

Syracuse entered the
game tied with
Georgetown in field goal
percentage, making 49
percent of its shots from
the field. The Orange
managed barely half that
against Louisville.

POLL
Continued from Page 1B

lowed by UCLA, Texas,
Butler, Stanford and
Xavier.

Butler (24-2) continued
its climb to uncharted
poll territory, moving up
one spot to eighth, its
highest ranking ever.
Xavier (21-4) jumped from
12th to crack the top 10
for the first time since the
next-to-last poll of 2002-03.

Wisconsin moved up
four places to 11th and
was followed by
Georgetown, Connecticut,

Purdue, Indiana, Drake,
Washington State,
Louisville, Michigan
State and Vanderbilt.l

The last five teams were
Notre Dame, Texas A&M,
Saint Mary’s, Calif.,
Kansas State and
Marquette.

Marquette moved back
into the poll after a one-
week absence. The
Golden Eagles (18-6), who
were ranked as high as
10th this season, fell out
after consecutive losses to
Louisville and Notre
Dame. But an 89-64 victo-
ry at Seton Hall and a 72-
54 win over Pittsburgh
had them back in at No.

25.
Pittsburgh (19-6)

dropped out for the first
time this season following
the loss to Marquette. The
Panthers reached No. 6
following an overtime
win over Duke in
December, and were able
to stay ranked until this
week despite injuries to
starters Mike Cook and
Levance Fields.

Purdue (21-5), which
beat Michigan State and
Northwestern last week to
hold first place in the Big
Ten, jumped from 19th to
No. 14 to match its high-
est ranking since the
Boilermakers were also

14th in the poll of Jan. 26,
1999.

The week’s biggest drop
was Michigan State’s fall
from No. 10 to No. 19. The
Spartans (20-5), who lost
to Purdue and Indiana
last week, had been
ranked as high as sixth
this season. Their previ-
ous low was No. 12 in the
first poll of the regular
season.

DAHLBERG
Continued from Page 1B

facts.
While Gagne was in

Arizona trying to figure
out how to say nothing
in French as well as he
did in English, Pettitte
was remorseful, repen-
tant and apologetic. He
said he let his teammates
down, let his owner
down, and let every kid
down in America who
looked up to him.

“I care what people
think about me,” he said.
“I consider myself a role
model.”

On this day, Pettitte
was a role model, though
it may not have been the
role he wanted to play.
He’s pitched in seven
World Series and under
the glaring pressure of
being in New York, but
admitted he was scared
to death about going
before the media this
time.

Hopefully, Byrd,
Matthews, Gagne, Lo
Duca and the other play-
ers were taking notes
because Pettitte never
tried to hide. When he
finished answering some
questions, he would ask
the reporter if he needed
more.

The short one on why
he did HGH, though,
seemed good enough.

“Stupidity, desperation,
that’s the only excuse I
can give you,” he said.

That’s better than what
most of baseball’s juiced
generation has given.
They remain content to
hide behind ambiguous
statements that offer
nothing, figuring a few
home runs or a few
clutch saves will win the

faithful back anyway.
They’ll probably get

away with it because
fans have short memo-
ries, and writers are just
as tired of writing about
steroids and HGH as peo-
ple are of reading it.

To Pettitte, though, that
wasn’t enough. He had to
apologize to the
Steinbrenners, to the
fans, to the media, to

everyone. He had to, he
said, because it’s the
only way he’ll be able to
sleep well at night.

Mission accomplished.
He should sleep well
now.

Tim Dahlberg is a
national sports columnist
for The Associated Press.
Write to him at
tdahlberg@ap.org.
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By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

AUSTIN (AP) — Vince Young
is making another comeback at
Texas. This time, it’s in the
classroom.

The Tennessee Titans quar-
terback who led Texas to the
2005 national championship is
back in class this semester,
working toward his degree in
education.

“I just wanted to come back
and finish up because I wanted
to show not only myself and my

family, but all the people that
have respect for me, that school
is the key,” Young said
Monday. He’s taking 12 hours
this semester with still more to
come.

“You can never stop getting
knowledge, and the kids that
left school early and went to the
NFL, you’ve still got to come
back and get your degree
because you can always have
that for life,” he said.

Young is revered at Texas and
his return to campus has
prompted some gawking and
cheering from his classmates.

“The kids, they’re shocked.
One day I walk into class to a
standing ovation and my
teacher — she’s from UCLA —
she was like ‘What’s going on?’
I guess she thought the
applause was for her,” Young
said.

“The kids have been giving

me a lot of love. Some kids are
like ‘Why are you back? You’ve
got all this money.’ That’s not
what I’m shooting for. I want to
get my degree,” he said.

Young was a junior when he
left the Longhorns in January
2006, just a few days after Texas
rallied to beat Southern
California in the Rose Bowl. He
was the first player to leave
school early under coach Mack
Brown.

Returning to school was his
idea, he said.

“School is great. Different,
but at the same time I feel like
I’m more mature right now so I
can understand everything the
teacher is saying and I pay
attention a whole lot,” he said.

And how are his grades?
“I’ve been making some good

Bs right now. I’ve been making
some high Bs. Hopefully the As
are coming,” he said.

Young making another comeback, this time in class
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Announcements
WANTED !!!!

2 Person Teams to Cook 
Hot as Hell Chilli Cook Off

Febuary 23rd
Cossacks Clubhouse

for more information contact
Paul George 432-213-3018

Cemetery Lots
SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

Educational
A BRIGHTER FUTURE!

Train to become an
Electrical Technician!

Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for 

those who qualify.
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 212
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!
Train for a new career as a

Medical Assisting, 
Medical Office Specializing, or

Dental Assistant!
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 216
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

STOP LOOKING!
START DOING!

Train for a new career as a 
Medical Assistant,

Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for those

who qualify.
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 200
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Help Wanted
FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

FRONTLINE NAT’L, EOE, 
seeks an LVN for FT work at 
the FCI, Big Spring. Credit and 
background check required. 
Fax resume to 513-528-9675.

Help Wanted

LOOKING FOR A JOB?
Apply for these positions today:

Police Officers Cert. & Non
$32,427.20 Cert.- 

$29,966.56 Non-Cert.
Test date to be announced

Utility Service Worker
Jailer

Benefits Coordinator
$25,968

We offer EXCELLENT BENE-
FITS including 100% paid Em-
ployee Health Ins.

Inquire to:
Human Resources

City of Big Spring, Texas
Phone: (432)264-2346 

Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to 
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

EOE

Help Wanted

Assistant Manager/Collector
Security Finance is now taking 
applications. We offer benefits, 
competitive pay, and advance-
ment opportunities. Apply in 
person at 501 E. 3rd. 

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:
* Sales Position
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. No 
phone calls please.  Must have 
a valid TX drivers license and 
pass mandatory drug test.

CITY OF Coahoma is looking 
for an individual for the 
water/wastewater facilities. 
Would be helpful if the individ-
ual has experience in opera-
tions, maintenance, heavy ma-
chinery and regulatory compli-
ance. Also must have a CDL or 
be willing to get one. Must 
have a minimum of a Class D 
license for water distribution 
and Class D license for waste-
water or must be able to test 
within 6 months of employ-
ment. Please  come by Coa-
homa City hall at 122 N. 1st or 
contact us at (432)394-4287.

COMFORT INN is now hiring 
housekeepers starting $6.00 
/hr. plus bonus. Desk clerks 
also wanted, starting $7.00/ hr. 
plus bonus. 2990 East I-20, Big 
Spring, Texas, 79720.

DON’T SWEAT It! FIRE UP 
Your Future. Nationally Accred-
ited 4 wk. HVAC (Heating/AC) 
Program. Get EPA/OSHA Cer-
tified. Local Job Placement 
Asst. Financing Available. 
877-994-9904.

Help Wanted

Commercial Construction
General Contractor seeking 
skilled project superintendents. 
Please mail resumes to: 
Mid-Tex of Midland, Inc.; 5206 
West Wadley; Midland Texas 
79707. Resumes may also be 
faxed to (432)694-9627.

DUNCAN DISPOSAL -  Now 
hiring a driver for the Coahoma 
area. Need at least a Class B 
CDL. Experience Preferred for 
a driver’s position. Must be 
able to pass mandatory DOT 
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls 
please. The job includes 40+ 
hours weekly Mon- Fri., with 
some Sat. mornings. An hourly 
rate with benefits package is 
available. Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Please Call Arthur 
432-770-3966.

Food Service - Great People - 
Real Opportunities

SUPERVISORS
3-Day Work Week with Full 
Time Pay in Big Spring, TX!

Compass Group, the world’s 
largest contract food service 
company, is now hiring several 
motivated individuals for our 
food service operation @ the 
Big Spring Correctional Com-
plex. Great career opportunity, 
wages for qualified food serv-
ice people start @ $12.50. after 
6 months, $14.50. Outstanding 
company. Paid benefits, paid 
training, supplied uniforms. Un-
limited advancement in a 
global company. Food service 
background not required.  Must  
pass drug test, background 
check & have a clean or repair-
able credit record.

Opportunity is a call away!
432-263-2366 

EOE & AA Employer M/F/D/V

FUN VALLEY
FAMILY RESORT

South Fork, Colorado
Needs students, young adults, 
and retirees for summer em-
ployment. Office, housekeep-
ing, cooks, stores, mainte-
nance, dining room, kitchen, 
horse wrangler. Stude and 
young adults live in dorms, sal-
ary, bonus. Adults must have 
their own RV, RV site FHU, sal-
ary. All get 3 meals a day. 
Write Personnel Director, 6315 
Westover Drive, Granbury, TX 
76049 or e-mail 
rafain@sbcglobal.net or call 
1-800-548-1684 

Help Wanted
HOUSEKEEPING  NEEDED 
under new supervisor. Bi-lin-
gual okay. Competitive pay and 
paid holidays & vacation.  Pick 
up application at Holiday Inn 
Express, 1109 N. Aylesford 
Street.  

INSERTERS - NEEDED
part-time, approx. 20 hrs per 
week. Must be able to work 
Saturdays. Apply in person at 
The Big Spring Herald, 710 
Scurry.

JANITORIAL/ GROUNDS help 
needed. Howard/ Mitchell Rest 
Areas. Multiple shifts available. 
Call (903)757-7244 between 
9-4, Monday-Friday to arrange 
an interview.

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

We recognize that our
employees are our greatest 

asset, providing flexible 
schedules and one of the 

most attractive benefits packet:
Currently hiring the 
following positions:

*Licensed Vocational Nurses
*Certified Nurses Aides

(Full-time or Part-time)
Activities Assistant

Dietary Dishwasher/Aide
Salary Based On Experience

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432)268-8387
(432)268-1987 Fax

“Equal Opportunity Employer”

MIAMI BEACH BOUND
No Experience necessary. 

F/T Travel. 
For 18  to 24 Guys and Gales. 
Highly Motivated Sales Teams. 

Daily Pay - Return Trip 
Guaranteed. 

18+, Free to start ASAP. 
1-866-350-2220

NANNY AT $700.00 per week 
immediately in Big Spring. 
Must love children.  Call 
678-318-3650.

NEED A job today? Come be a 
delivery driver for Domino’s 
Pizza. We pay competitive 
hourly wages & put cash in 
your pocket daily! Working for 
the other guys? Bring your ex-
perience over to Domino’s 
Pizza and get paid top dollar. 
Part time and full time positions 
available. Need day hours? 
Need night hours? We have all 
shifts available. We work with 
ALL types of schedules. Apply 
now and get hired on the 
spot (some restrictions ap-
ply). 
2111 Greg Street 
EOE, Drug Free environment

NEED FULL-TIME Delivery 
Driver. Apply @ Elrod’s Furni-
ture, 2309 Scurry, Big Spring. 
No Phone Calls Please!

NEEDED! 
Diesel Mechanics

Duties: Light to heavy truck re-
pairs, road calls, maintenance 
to shop, own tools are required
We Offer: Full Benefits, ASE 
Certifications, Retention Bo-
nus, Tool program

Apply at 
704 West I-20

Or fax resume to
432-267-4262

NEEDED! 
Lube Techs

Duties Include: Preventive 
Maintenance, Full Tire Service, 
Light Mechanical Repair Shop 
Maintenance and Part Runs, 
Some Knowledge of Truck 
Servicing and Valid License.
We Offer: Competitive Pay, 
Full Benefits, ASE Certifica-
tions, On The Job Training 

Apply at 
704 West I-20

Or fax resume to
432-267-4262

Help Wanted
NEEDED! 

Truck Service Advisors
Duties: Good Communication 
Skills, Knowledge of Comput-
ers, Parts Run Occasionally, 
Light Cleaning Duties and 
Stocking.
We Offer: Base pay plus com-
mission, Unlimited Earning Po-
tential, Full Benefits, On The 
Job Training ASE Certifications

Apply at 
704 West I-20

Or fax resume to
432-267-4262

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING Bartenders and 
Cocktail waitresses.  Must be 
18.  Call the San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill at (432)267-1767 or 
213-0946.

NOW HIRING experienced re-
tail sales person. Harris Lum-
ber & Hardware 1515 E. FM 
700. Full or part time.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is seeking an evening 
front desk clerk. This position is 
shift work from 4:30pm to 
12:30am; weekends required. 
Experience working with the 
elderly a plus. Apply in person 
at 501 W. 17th Street.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is seeking part time night 
front desk clerk. This position is 
shift work from 12:30am to 
8:30am. Experience working 
with the elderly a plus. Apply in 
person at 501 W. 17th Street.

PARKVIEW NURSING & 
Rehabilitation

Now hiring for the following po-
sitions:
*2pm-10pm Charge Nurse,
LVN

*6am-2pm Certified Nurse Aide
*2pm-10pm Certified Nurse
Aide

Please apply in person at 3200 
Parkway Rd.

PART-TIME CLERICAL posi-
tion. Flexible hours. Apply Jack 
& Jill, 1708, Nolan.

PART-TIME POSITION avail-
able, 20 hours a week. Must 
know Microsoft Word and out-
look email, Internet and have 
knowledge of the Big Spring 
area a must. Must have a per-
sonable voice and be a people 
person. Must be willing to work. 
Send a resume to P.O. Box 
1391, Big Spring, Tx. 79721.

PHLEBOTOMIST
30 Hours per week. Certified & 
Experienced. Call 
1-800-469-4467.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

$EARN EXTRA MONEY$
Independent Contractors (must 
be at least 18) needed to de-
liver the Western Plains Area 
Wide Phone Book in Big Spring 
& surrounding areas.

1-888-606-8900

P.H.I.C. - John Deere Dealer of 
Big Spring, TX in need of Serv-
ice Technicians. Pay is based 
on exp. Fax resume: Attn: 
Justin Parker, Serv., Mngr. 
(432)267-2757 or call 
(432)263-8344 Benefits In-
clude: Health Ins., 401K; Pd. 
Vacation.

TRANSMIT MIX CONCRETE
NEW WAGE SCALE

HIRING MIXER DRIVERS
Class A or B CDL license and a good driving
record required. Starting wage is $13.00 and

$13.50 with Mixer experience.
We offer an excellent benefits package includ-
ing, medical, dental, and 401k profit sharing.

Employment will include a 40 hour wage
guarantee and quarterly bonus plan.

Apply in person at
605 North Benton
Big Spring, Texas
EOE/AA employer 8854

TRANSMIT MIX CONCRETE
OPENING FOR MECHANIC

605 NORTH BENTON
BIG SPRING, TEXAS

Applicant must be able to assist lead mechanic
in performing repairs and maintenance on diesel

equipment.
Potential employees need a good driving record.

Starting wage is $12.00 to $13.00 per hour depend-
ing on experience. We offer an excellent benefits

package including, medical, dental, and 
401k profit sharing.

Employment will include a 40-hour wage guarantee
and quarterly bonus plan.

Please apply in person.
Transit Mix Concrete is EOE/AA employer. 8899

PAUL
MUSSLEWHITE

TRUCKING
is accepting

applications for
Yard Manager

Truck Supervisors
Vacuum Truck Drivers
Pump Truck Drivers
Wench Truck Drivers

Hot Oil  Drivers
Dispatchers
Mechanics

Competitive Wages
& Benefits

Pick up application at
Texas Work Force

Commission,
501 South Main

Suite 235, Big Spring
Post Office Building

2nd Floor 8608

LVN
with homehealth experience
helpful but not needed to join
our dynamic team of health-
care professionals. We are a
locally owned company who
cares about our clients and our
employees!

* Full Time
* Great Pay
* Vacation 

& Sick Time
* PAID

Health Insurance
* 401K
* Great Work 

Environment
* Paid Mileage

Please come by
or mail resume to:

Attn: Maxine Roberts

InHome Care, Inc.
1104 Scurry

Big Spring, Tx
79720

66
21

Major home furnishings retailer looking for
Both Full Time & Part Time

Office Clerk
Position requires computer experience, customer

service and general office skills.

SALES
Appliance, Electronics & Furniture sales experi-
ence a plus. Attractive Commission Program.

WAREHOUSE & DELIVERY

Physical required. Must be 21 or older. Driving and
Criminal Activity records will be checked. Heavy
lifting (125 lbs.) required. Furniture, Electronics

and Appliance installation experience a plus.
Competitive wages.

Apply at:
2004 E. 42nd St., Odessa

Or
3111 Cuthbert, Midland

All positions require some nights and weekends.
Bilingual a plus. Drug free environment. All open
positions have a benefit package which includes:

Medical Coverage, Free Life Insurance, Paid
Vacation & Sick leave, Profit Sharing / 401(k)

Retirement and more.
An Equal Opportunity Employer 9726

If your idea of a high-powered job involves high-powered equip-
ment and a rugged, outdoor lifestyle, then consider a career with BJ
Chemical Services. We’re a leader in the oilfield services industry
and we’re interviewing for Treater Truck Drivers in Big Spring, TX.

Treater Truck Driver
The rewards include an excellent benefit package and an opportunity to
grow with a leading company.

Requirements
• CDL, A or B, with HAZMAT endorsement required
• Downhole, wellhead and surface equipment knowledge a plus
• HS diploma or equivalent is required
• Must be able to pass a pre-employment physical &

drug/alcohol screen

Benefits
• Medical/Dental Plan - Prescription Card
• Life Insurance - Disability Insurance
• Vacations
• 401(k) thrift/retirement plan
• Job advancement and growth opportunities

All applicants are invited to
call or apply in person:
BJ Chemical Services
4806 South US Hwy. 87
Big Spring, TX 79720
Ph: (432) 267-8408
We support a drug free work environment

The best place to work - on earth

BJ Chemical Services is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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TRANSMIT MIX CONCRETE
Plant Manager in Big Spring

Responsibilities include:
Manage daily operation of plant, supervise a

crew of drivers, and maintain all plant records
daily. One should have the ability to maintain

effective working relations with customers,
vendors, and company personnel.

Job Requirements:
Concrete production experience

a plus but not required.
Fax resumes  to 806-747-6248

Direct all calls to Greg Curlee 806-777-2234
EOE/AA employer 8853
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Help Wanted
POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. 
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an-
nually including Federal Bene-
fits and OT. Offered by Exam 
Services, not aff w/USPS who 
hires. 1-866-795-4058.

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER
needed full-time. Prefer 1 yr. 
exp., but will train, also 
needed a cook part-time. High 
School Diploma or GED re-
quired. Apply in Person, 1901 
W. 16th Street, Learning Tree 
Academy.

RELEASE OF Information 
Clerk in Big Spring area. Expe-
rience in a Medical Records 
Department or Doctor’s Office 
a must. Fax resume to 
417-777-8459 or call 
800-873-1831.

Help Wanted
REGIS HAIR Salon Big Spring 
Marketplace, now hiring a full 
time  Hair Stylist. Benefits in-
clude guaranteed wage or 
commission whichever is 
greater. Incentive program, 
401K, stock purchase plan, 
medical insurance, and ad-
vanced training.  All tool sup-
plies furnished except shears. 
Call now for an opportunity to 
join our team ask for Diane Ar-
siaga, 432-263-1111.

SALES REPS NEEDED 
Local Company Seeking expe-
rienced, motivated, energetic 
Sales associates. Must have 
great people skills, sales expe-
rience & calling experience. 
Call (432)599-8018 or Apply at 
Big Spring Pack and Ship.

Help Wanted
SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full & 
Part time Cashiers & Assistant 
Managers. Apply in person at 
any Shell Star Stop in Big 
Spring. Drug Free Environ-
ment.

STATE LICENSED
ELECTRICIANS and 

HELPERS
Local Company Seeks Quali-
fied applicants. Paid holi-
days, Vacation and Sick 
Time. All interested appli-
cants, please phone 
(432)263-3939.

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

Help Wanted
TA COUNTRY Fare Restau-
rant seeking full time line 
cook’s full time morning buffet 
cook full and part time wait-
staff, asst. manager and 
kitchen manager. Apply in per-
son at HWY. 87 & i-10. 

HELP WANTED! Coahoma 
DQ. Get a new start with 
Richeson Restaurants. 50-unit 
company now hiring day and 
night help. Need a love working 
with people, meeting new 
faces, Drug and smoke-free 
environments. Apply with Man-
ager JoAnn Abrego

7455 Cotton Strippers for sale
26 to choose from

1,000 to 3,000 hours
Pricing from $45,000 to $63,000

Many row configurations to choose from
For more information please call:
806-292-6147; 806-292-6157 or

806-292-6159 8687

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. 

A friendly Classified Consultant will help you create an ad
that gets results!
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeHelp Wanted
WEST TEXAS Opportunities, 
Inc. (WTO,I) is accepting appli-
cations for driver positions. Ap-
plicants must have a high 
school diploma or GED, must 
have a good driving record, be 
well-organized, dependable, 
and either have a Class C-CDL 
license with passenger en-
dorsement or be able to obtain 
one at WTO,I expense within 
75 days of hiring. Applicants 
must obtain a Medical Examin-
er’s Certificate, at WTO,I ex-
pense, before hiring and renew 
it every two years thereafter. 
Ability to speak Spanish is de-
sirable. Drivers must success-
fully complete CPR/first aid 
training within 60 days of em-
ployment. Pre-employment 
substance abuse testing re-
quired. A criminal background 
check will be conducted. Inter-
ested applicants may pick up 
applications at the Big 
Spring WTO,I office at 110 S. 
Johnson. Completed applica-
tions should be mailed to the 
WTO,I office at P.O. Box 
1308, Lamesa, TX 79331.
WTO, I is an equal opportunity 
employer.

Items for Sale
FIREWOOD. PREMIUM OAK 
FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $285.00 Full Cord 
& $175.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

WOLFE TANNING BEDS. As 
low as $28 a month! FREE 
DVD Player Order by 3/3/2008. 
Call ETS Tan Today! 
888-839-5160. 
www.np.etstan.com

Miscellaneous
ADOPTION: CARING married 
couple wish to adopt and cher-
ish a baby. We offer love, se-
curity, bright future. Expenses 
Paid. Call Maggie and Charles 
1-800-504-3839.

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

GOOD CLEAN top soil, 
$125.00 per 12 yard load. 
Gravel, caliche, chat available. 
We also have a backhoe, by 
the hour, day or job. 
432-267-1153 or 
405-613-5680. 

HUGE CANNONBALL bedset, 
dresser, mirror, nightstand. 
New boxed. List $3484 Sell 
$880. 806-549-3110.

PUB TABLE, solidwood & 4 
chairs. New in crate. List $990, 
Asking $390..............................
5 PC Bedroom set. Still boxed. 
Worth $1300, take $550. Matt 
avail. 806-549-3110.

Miscellaneous
SACRIFICE QUEEN orthope-
dic mattress set. New in wrap-
per. Only $124..........................
FULL SIZE ORTHOPEDIC 
matt set, in plastic $109. New 
twin size $95. 806-549-3110.

SELECT your COMFORT air 
bed, brand new, boxed, 2 con-
trols, separate settings, 
$825..........................................
PURE LEATHER sofa & love, 
unused, worth $2749. take 
$695. 806-549-3110.

TRAILERS FOR Sale: Heavy 
duty oil field trailer- 20x7, New 
750x16 tires, ramps, tie downs, 
electric jack....................... 
5x10 Enclosed Moving trailer. 
2002 Model. Metal floor, new 
tires. Excellent condition........... 
600 Feet 2-3/8 oilfield pipe, 
good for fencing- $1.50 per 
foot. 1301 East 4th, Bill Chrane 
432-213-0426.

On the Farm
NEW MAHINDRA Tractors are 
located at 6011 East Hwy 80, 
Midland TX, (Take Exit 144, off 
I-20, Located North Service 
Rd. of Business 20.) Full serv-
ice dealership. Hours 8am-6pm 
Monday-Friday, Saturday 
8am-12noon. Low interest 
rates and long term financing 
available. Mahindra Tractors 
have better traction, stability 
and control. Mahindra will push 
more, pull more and lift more. 
Cultivate your dreams. 
www.beenetractors.com

Real Estate for Rent

$480/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 x 
F086.

1307 STANFORD, 2 bedroom, 
1 bath, peco floor, fireplace, 
CH/A, fenced yard. $550. 
month, $500. deposit. Call 
626-373-5752.

FURNISHED APT. extended 
stay hotel. Weekly $245.00 
plus tax, monthly $700.00 and 
up. Microwave and fridge. Call 
1-800-677-8175.

Real Estate for Rent
1402 MT. VERNON. 3 Bed-
room, 2 bath, CHA, large 
living-room and kitchen, fenced 
backyard, carport. $550. 
month, $250. deposit. Call 
432-267-7032.

1706 JOHNSON-B. One bed-
room, one bath. $235. month, 
$150. deposit. Call 
(432)263-3375 or 816-6992.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom  Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions.  (432)263-3461 -Tom.

3202 AUBURN, 3 Bdrm, 1 
bath, new CH/A, tile floors, 
fenced yard. $580. Month, 
$495 deposit. References re-
quired. Call 432-816-1255 after 
5:00pm.

3904 HAMILTON, Newly car-
peted & tiled. Renovated. 
Fenced yard. 4 Bedroom 1-1/2 
bath, CH/A. $775. Month, 
$400. Deposit. No pets. Call 
(432)267-7449.

BUSINESS OFFICE Space 
900 feet- 4 Rooms Very nice. 
High Traffic. Plenty head-in 
parking.  Ideal for Beauty shop, 
Dog grooming or CPA Shop. 
307 Union Street. Call Mr. Bill 
Chrane (432)213-0426.

RETAIL BUILDING on Gregg 
Street. 2200 sq. feet. $400.00 
Per month with 1 year lease. 
Please contact Lucy 
432-263-5000.

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale
2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty. 
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water 
well, duplex rentals. Call 
432-517-0642 for more info.

BRICK 3 Bedroom- 2 Bath 
Lots of updates, fireplace, stor-
age shed, new fence, covered 
patio and 2 car carport. 
$69,000 Gayle Hirsch, Real-
tors. 432-582-0600.

EXCELLENT CONDITION. 
Great floor plan. 3 bedroom, 2 
bath. 1760 sq. feet. 
$124,500.00. 4121 Theo St.. 
Call  432-263-3135, 
432-413-8656. 

FORECLOSURE 3 bd, 2 ba 
Only $30,005!  Must see! For 
listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

GREAT STARTER/ Investment 
Home. Extra Cute. 3 bdrm, 1 
bath. No Owner finance. Call 
for appointment 
(432)816-1464. 

LAND for SALE on Baylor, 5 
acres.  Call 432-559-8495.

LARGE LOT 175x180. Beauti-
ful view, city golf course, lo-
cated right South of the new 
club house. 4031 Vicky. “Alma 
Circle”. Call Mr. Bill Chrane 
(432)213-0426.

PRECIOUS HOME 
3 bdr 2 bath. Kentwood area. 
Remodeled. Owner anxious to 
sell. Call Home Realtors, 
432-263-1284 or Shirley Bur-
gess at 935-2088.

Real Estate for Sale
OWNER FINANCED Houses 
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore, 1518 
Wood, 1114 Mulberry and 603 
Circle. Easy Terms. Call Rea-
gan at 432-634-6818.

REDUCED 2 Bdrm, 2 bath plus 
large extra room on one acre. 
Forsan Schools. All appliances 
including w/d, carport, storage 
buildings, new carpet. AS IS, 
NO OWNER FINANCE, 
325-728-2161 or 242-2116.

REDUCED! Ranch for Sale! 
310 Acres- Deer & Quail. East 
of Big Spring on I-20. Call 
806-441-8596.
SALON/ BOUTIQUE Business:  
Completely remodeled. Lots of 
income potential and great lo-
cation. Call (432)816-1945 for 
information.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
1999 OLDSMOBILE Aurora. 
V-8, clean, leather seats, 26 
mpg, good tires, $6,000.00. 
Call 432-263-2337 or 
270-1660.

2005 HYUNDAI XG350L Black 
with cream leather interior, 
power everything, heated 
seats, sun roof, sport wheels. 
24000 Miles, 100,000 Mile 
Warranty. $12,000. Call 
(432)816-9241.

2005 SUZUKI Dual Purpose 
Motorcycle, 42 actual miles. 
$2500 firm. Call 432-263-1113. 

New Appliances &
Fixtures

Dish Network w/300+

Channels Incl 34 Latino

Hi-speed Wireless
Internet

Picnic/BBQ Area

New Laundry & Vending

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432) 714-4840

South Plains Apts
Effiicciienccy,  1  &  22  Bdrmss

27
09

9

$299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

538 Westover                                     263-1252     
Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

32
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0

+ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2007 Pontiac  G6 GT Sedan -
New All Power V6  Engine, XM
Radio, Leather Trim,Two To
Choose From Red Or White.

$21,500

2002 GMC Yukon - 4 Wheel
Drive, Pewter, 5.3 V8 Engine,
Automatic Transmission, All
Power.

$14,995

2006 Pontiac Grand Prix  -
Loaded, 6 Way Power Seat,
CD Player, Immaculate One
Owner Miles, 1,382K.

Was $17,995

NOW $16,995

2004 GMC 3/4 Ton 4X4 Diesel
Pewter,Tan Leather, All Power, 66K

2004 Cadillac Escalade -
Silver w/Gray Leather, All
Power Including Sunroof, 64K
One Owner Miles.

$24,995

PONTIAC GMC
424 E. 3RD  •  BIG SPRING, TEXAS 

263-7625    888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

• See Our Ad In The Area Wide Phone Book •

9990

Reduced

SOLD

$28,995

$24,804 MSRP
STK# 2376,
STK# 2361

ANSWERS

1996 Ford Ranger
4 Cylinder, Automatic, Cruise.

700 Auto Sales
2900 E. FM 700 • 267-AUTO (2886)

$5,995
$5,250

In House or Bank Financing Available

99
87

Free

All Cars Discounted
Through January

Was

NOW

(432) 263-1284                                                          110 W. MarcyBig Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

BEAUTIFUL HOME in lovely Indian Hills. Numerous updates
throughout including carpet, laminate floors, appliances and remod-
eled kitchen. Approx. 2,527 living sq. ft.,  gas log fireplace, 3 bed-

rooms, 2 baths, 2 living areas,dining room & breakfast area, central
heat/ref. air. Pretty back yard, covered patio with flagstone floor,

sprinkler system, storage shed and 2 car carport.

Call Home Realtors @ 263-1284 for an appointment today.
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BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Can wisdom and power

coexist? Today, Pluto in
Capricorn offers the
Pisces sun
the
equivalent
of spiritual
kryptonite,
empowering
sage souls
with take-
charge
ability. Yet
Albert
Einstein
said, “The
attempt to
combine wisdom and
power has only rarely
been successful and then
only for a short while.”
Well, even geniuses can
be proven wrong.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Your environment
has even more impact on
your psyche than usual.
Go where you’re likely to
be inspired by genius.
Brilliant works shine a
light on your potential.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). This is the final act
of a family drama —
situation resolved, and

all players can take a
curtain call. Soon you
may actually find
yourself once again
liking those crazy people
to whom you’re related. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). When you check
your ego at the door, it
turns out that
relationships aren’t so
complex after all. There
is always a choice to
retreat or embrace. You
will benefit in ways you
never imagined when
you embrace.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You’re re-learning
what it means to delight
in your endeavors.
Today’s secret to
happiness is to concern
yourself more with
having fun than with
having more than the
next guy or girl. Your
exuberance attracts love.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Business and legal
matters can wait no
longer. Tend to them and
your stress level drops
considerably. This
afternoon, you learn just
what you need to know to
go from amateur to pro.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You are bright and
enthusiastic, so team
with people who
appreciate these
qualities. Hint: It’s
usually the ones who
meet your smile with a
smile and easily give up
laughter to your jokes. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Your ability to
capture the interest of
potential customers,
clients, friends or
romantic hopefuls has a
lot to do with timing.
You have a fabulous
knack for acting at the
perfect moment.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). You’re introduced to
newness that mentally
stretches you. Your mind
is traveling even if your
body is staying put. The
world is a more exotic
and varied than you
dreamed. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). You’re in a
competitive mood and
will benefit from pitting
yourself against a tough
opponent. Even if you
lose, which is unlikely,
you actually win because
you considerably
advance your skills.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Identify your
heart’s desire, and grab it
with both hands. Make a
bold commitment to your
future. If your vision
involves someone else,
now is the time to tell
this person.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Noble actions, it
turns out, are just plain
fun. And all the fun you
have helping others

doesn’t take away from
the significance of your
contribution. You’re
especially effective in the
case of a troubled youth.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). It’s mind expanding
to meet different kinds of
people. You can relate to
anyone at all as long as
you know it’s for a
limited amount of time.
However you share a
special spark with
Scorpio.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “I’m new to
astrology, and I’m
noticing how many
people are just crazy
about it. What can
astrology do for me? And
how will I know whether
it’s right for me?”

I can only speak for
myself, so while
honoring that astrology
isn’t for everybody, it’s
enriched my self-
understanding, helped
me understand others
and absolutely turned
challenging periods of
my life into opportunities
to grow. One of
astrology’s greatest gifts
is the gift of perspective,
to see my life from a
different angle or vantage
point, but any knowledge
base that does this for
you is a potential growth
tool. I think the reason
it’s so relatable is that
practically anyone can
find at least a grain of
truth (or a bushel of
wisdom) in the symbols
because it’s an ancient
system of archetypes, or
universal experiences,
common to humanity.
There are many ways to
use it — some use
astrology to help with life
decisions, others just for
fun. As with anything,
it’s all how you use it. If
you have an open,
curious mind and a
desire to penetrate the
secret knowledge of the
universe, you just may
fall for astrology! Also,
check out my book,
“Rock Your Stars: Your
Astrological Guide to
Getting it All,” which
explains how astrology
can help you with just
about everything — from
what color to paint your
bathroom walls and how
to design a exercise
routine that’s just right
for you, to how to
navigate family relations
and which person you
should spend the rest of
your life with. Plus, it’s
got plenty of fun tips for
the most challenging of
all dilemmas: What on
Earth should you order
at Starbucks? Good luck,
new astrology fan! In
short: It’s an exciting,
non-judgmental approach
to life analysis. What
could be better?
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$ 4 0 0  T O  $ 1 , 0 0 0  P R O F I T  P E R  M O N T H

But the rewards are great! I work for myself and
make a good living. I take responsibility for my performance

- it’s all up to me. A lot of people depend on me, and I
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Contracts are available now for motor route 
carriers. For information, call 432-263-7331.

BIG
SPRINGHERALD
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REFINERY
Continued from Page 1A

gather in the refinery.
According to the witness,
the vapor got into a crack-
er heater and an alkaline
unit, causing both to
explode simultaneously.

Lewis said any esti-
mates at this time regard-
ing the extent of the dam-
age to the facility are pre-
mature, as are any
reports the refinery is not
fulfilling its obligations to
its buyers.

“The Big Spring rack —
that’s where the trucks
pull in and load up with
product — is running at
100 percent right now,”
said Lewis. “A lot of peo-

ple simply assume
because the facility’s
refining operation is
down, the entire opera-
tion is down, and that’s
not accurate. We have a
lot of product in storage
tanks at the refinery.”

Lewis said Alon officials
have not yet been able to
determine what the loss
of the facility’s refining
capabilities — estimated
at 70,000 barrels per pay
— is costing the company.

“That’s something that
will come later, as we con-
tinue collecting date,” he
said.

Jeff D. Morris, Alon’s
president and chief execu-
tive officer, said in a
statement that safety is
the company’s most
important concern at this

point in the aftermath.
“We are concerned by

this unfortunate accident,
and our main focus right
now is on the welfare of
the injured workers and
their families as well as
on ensuring that the
refinery is safe for inves-
tigators to begin deter-
mining the source and
cause of the explosion,”
Morris said in a press
release issued Monday.

Five injuries were
reported as a result of the
explosion, according to
Lewis, including one
Alon USA employee (iden-
tified by the Associated
Press as Paul Berringer),
a trio of contractors and a
motorist who was struck
by debris while traveling
on Interstate Highway 20.

“The Alon employee
was taken to Lubbock
with burns,” said Lewis.
“Unfortunately, I don’t
have an update on his
condition. One of the con-
tractors was treated for a
concussion, while the
other two were treated for
hearing problems.”

Morris said a toll-free
number has been set up to
address any damages
caused by the blast.

“We are very grateful to
our employees, Big
Spring and Howard
County emergency
responders and local offi-
cials for their quick and
very effective response
and for their support,”
said Morris. “We are
aware of the effects that
the explosion has had on

the members of our com-
munity, and we have just
established a toll-free
number to help address
their concerns.

“We also want to assure
our customers that we
will make all the appro-
priate arrangements to
keep them supplied. We
remain totally committed
to the safe operation of
the refinery and will pro-
vide additional informa-
tion regarding the condi-
tion of the facility as soon
as possible.”

Area residents with
property damage are
asked to call 800-451-4527.

Alon markets gasoline
and diesel products under
the Fina brand name and
is a leading producer of
asphalt. Alon also oper-

ates more than 300 conve-
nience stores in West
Texas and New Mexico
primarily under the 7-
Eleven and FINA brand
names and supplies motor
fuels to these stores from
its Big Spring refinery.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

OASIS
Continued from Page 1A

have concerning the dis-
posal well, but most are
simply unfounded.

“There are thousands —
at least 5,000 that I know
of — of these wells across
the state of Texas,” said
Kemper. “They are close-
ly monitored by the
Railroad Commission,
and it’s rare for their to
be a problem with one of
them. I understand why
these people are upset,
but I really believe if they
have the facts they will
feel a lot more comfort-
able with it.”

Kemper said the Oasis
location for the well,
which would be dedicated
to salt water used in oil-
field injections, is ideal,
and only furthers his
claims it poses no threat
to the area’s water supply.

“The fewer wells you
have nearby, the safer
these types of salt water

wells are,” explained
Kemper. “That’s because
you don’t have to worry
about other wells break-
ing that level of protec-
tion. We’re willing to put
in a monitor well near the
disposal well, so, if some-
how there was a leak, we
would know about it long
before it reached any of
the water wells nearby.

“Another reason we
chose this location was its
accessibility. It’s proximi-
ty to Interstate Highway
20, Highway 350, FM 700
and Highway 87 makes it
ideal for us.”

The well’s location may
look inviting to Kemper,
but to Beauchamp it’s an
accident just waiting to
happen.

“Right there at that cor-
ner, people from Big
Spring and Coahoma pick
up their kids from the
school buses,” said
Beauchamp. “We’re not
really sure how much of
Oasis Road they are going
to be on, but with the
number of trucks they say

they are going to haul in
there it could damage the
roads. However, our main
concern is what kind of
damage this could do to
our water.”

Beauchamp, along with
several other Oasis
Addition residents,
recently met with Howard
County commissioners to
ask for their support in
opposing the disposal
well.

“They did send you
guys (the county) some
letters,” said Beauchamp.
“We’re just asking the
commissioner’s court, if
it gets down to it, to say
no to this also. We’re just

trying to let you guys
know what’s going on and
ask for your support, even
if that just means you
signing a letter. We’re
just asking for support
from you guys.”

The community meeting
is slated for 7 p.m.
Thursday at Birdwell
Lane Methodist Church,
located at 2702 N.
Birdwell Lane.

“We’ll have a petition at
the meeting that area res-
idents can sign to oppose
the disposal well,” said
Beauchamp. “We just
want to get everyone
together and get orga-
nized.”

Kemper said he plans to
attend the meeting.

“I really think if people
understand how this
works, and all of the safe-
ty measures that are
taken, they will feel a lot
more comfortable with
it,” said Kemper.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com
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QUICK CASH REBATES
The Quick Way to Payday

We’ll cash your personal check in minutes, deposit it on your next
payday, up to 14 days, give you the money you need, the long 

distance you want and the discount you deserve!
Requirements For Service: 1) Valid Picture ID

2) Verification Of Income
3) Most Recent Checking Account Statement

612 S. Gregg          Big Spring, Texas        432-263-4400

21
44
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SUN LAUNDROMAT
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
*Drop Off Service Available*

Come Wash With Us
1510 Lancaster                                               432-517-4196

9925
Phone: (432) 263-5517                                1701 Lancaster

Big Spring, TX 79720
“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider”

COTTON & GRAIN SALES
NOW THROUGH MARCH 15

9580

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Shirley Slate, 61, died
Thursday. Funeral
Services will be at 2:00
PM Tuesday at Myers &
Smith Chapel with bur-
ial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park. The fam-
ily will receive friends
from 10:00 AM until 2:00
PM Tuesday at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home. 

Silas T. "Si"
Cheatheam, Jr., 88, died
Friday. Graveside serv-
ices will be at 11:00 AM
Tuesday at Trinity
Memorial Park. 

Juan Jose "Big Joe"
Rodriguez, 56, died
Saturday. Funeral Mass
was at 10:00 AM Tuesday
at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church with burial at
Mt. Olive Memorial
Park. 

Petra "Patsy"
Escanuelas, 73, died
Saturday. Funeral Mass
will be at 2:00 PM
Wednesday at St.
Thomas Catholic Church
with burial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park. Vigil
Services will be at 7:00
PM Tuesday at Myers &
Smith Chapel. 

Crestina Perez, 90, died
Tuesday. Services are
pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

1801 East FM 700    (432) 263-2232

◆ FOOL’S GOLD (PG-13) 4:30 PM  7:00 PM

◆ JUMPER (PG-13)   5:00 PM  7:30 PM

◆ JUNO (PG-13)   4:50 PM  7:20 PM

◆ THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG)   4:40 PM 7:10 PM

ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

VALID 2/18/08 THRU 2/21/08
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ♦ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Showtimes available at cinemark.com

6650

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child

Up to 10 People
(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 2/29/08
9812

Happy Birthday
Pat Nunez

Love,
Rick,  Ricky, Chris,

Trini & Lucky 90
90

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

At least one Big Spring business has
been adversely affected by Monday’s explo-
sion at the Alon Refinery.

Big Spring Bowl-A-Rama, located within
a mile of the refinery, suffered significant
structural damage in the blast and is
closed until further notice, co-owner Diana
Dodd said.

Bowl-A-Rama was open for business and
hosting a group of Big Spring High School
students when the explosion occurred at
8:20 a.m. Monday.

“The whole building moved,” Dodd said.
“At first, we thought the snack bar had
exploded ... Ceiling tiles were falling all
over the place.”

Fearing for the safety of the students and
other customers, Dodd and her husband
ordered everyone outside the building, she
said.

“No one was hurt — not even a scratch,”
she said. “But it was a very scary experi-
ence for everyone.”

Dodd said she and her husband are wait-
ing for inspectors to certify the building’s
safety before they re-open for business.

“Hopefully, it will just be for a week or
so,” she said. “But we don’t want anyone
to come in here until it’s safe.”

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 263-
7331, ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringherald.com.

Herald Staff Report

Early voting in the March primaries
began this morning at the Howard
County Courthouse and in courthouses
in Martin and Glasscock counties.

Locally, voting polls are located on the
third floor of the courthouse. An eleva-

tor is available.
Early voting in the Republican and

Democratic primaries will continue
through Feb. 29. Hours are 8 a.m.
through 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Howard County will have extended-hour
voting Feb. 26 and 28, when polls will be
open until 7 p.m.

Election day is March 4.
Citizens are reminded they may vote

in either the Republican primary or the
Democratic primary, but not both.
Candidates involved in the election may
vote only for the party in which they are
affiliated. For instance, a Republican
candidate for a county office cannot cast

a Democratic ballot. To do so automati-
cally disqualifies that candidate.

Voters do not have to vote in the pri-
mary to cast a ballot in the general elec-
tion in November.

On the ballot are a myriad of offices up
for election, from president to U.S. and
state lawmakers and county positions.

Early voting under way at courthouse

CALL
Continued from Page 1A

gency response vehicles and the echo
of the sirens pierced the morning
calm. 

As I reached the FM 700 intersec-
tion, I approached several policemen
and volunteers holding back traffic
and directing drivers away from the
scene. 

I spoke with the officers and
explained who I was with and was
soon directed to the union building
across the highway from the refinery,
which had been set up as a central
command office for Alon and public
officials. 

I proceeded to the designated build-
ing approximately one-half-mile closer
to the refinery. The site was almost
what I envisioned and resembled
something out of a horror film. I
thought to myself that it must be as
close to Hell inside the fence of that
refinery as you could get. The black
smoke and towering inferno was a
site that sent chills down my neck.

My thoughts quickly turned to how
I could help and what about the
injured? I was sure there would be
many injured and many deaths, thus
triggering my training in first aid
and first response. The service road
was lined with scores of firemen and
EMS technicians. I approached sever-
al firemen, including Fire Chief Brian
Jensen and others, asking if there
was anything I could do. Each time

the response was that only firemen
were going in to assist. My first aid
training was put aside for the
moment and my journalism experi-
ence kicked in. 

Shortly I joined a few other media
personnel and photographers as we
briefed each other on the information
we had accumulated at that point. It
was simply a miracle as to the infor-
mation we had been given.
Remarkably, there were no fatalities
and only three known injuries.
However, the morning was still
young. 

Dave Foster of Alon spoke to us
around 9:30 a.m. and informed us that
the command post and information
station was moving to a different
location for safety reasons. Dave was
concerned for the safety of everyone
and above all, I could tell he was
relieved that there were no fatalities. 

The morning dragged on as the
smoke continued to bellow from the
refinery. News media from around
the state flooded the grounds of the
command center. State representa-
tives, along with county and city offi-
cials, made statements to the public,
trying to ease the tension and fear. 

I truly can say that what I wit-
nessed Monday morning is a testa-
ment to Big Spring and West Texas.
Emergency responders and everyday
people stepped forward to help with-
out regard to the danger they could
be placing on themselves. Volunteers
and emergency responders, not know-
ing if there could have been an even
larger explosion or environmental

conditions that could cause problems,
put all thoughts aside to help others.
For this, I applaud you all. I know if
the situation would have worsened
the belts would have tightened and
the people of this community and sur-
rounding area would have given their
all for their fellow Americans and
neighbors. 

As Mayor Russ McEwen put it,
there was a “Miracle on Refinery
Road,” but the miracle was not only
in the lives spared by God’s interven-
tion but the miracle of how people do
the will of God without even knowing
they are doing it. 

As for those looking to make a prof-
it from this disaster, shame on you.
However, I cannot dictate when and
how you advertise with our newspa-
per. Advertisers should be given the
same rights as any other citizen. It is
not our desire at the Herald to praise
anyone except all those involved in
the superior effort put forth this dur-
ing this disaster. 

Knowing there is a reason for all
things, I hope we all take a look
around. Consider this a wake-up call.
Take a look at what we have here in
Big Spring. Think about what we
could have. Think about how we can
help others. Pray for those who have
not. Give freely to those who need.
Hold out your hand and help others.
Live each day as it is your last. Work
together. Love one another. Wake up! 

Contact Publisher Ron Midkiff at
263-7331, ext. 250, or by e-mail at pub-
lisher@bigspringherald.com.

Bowl-A-Rama closed, 
citing damage from blast
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Mortgage crisis is racist, too

This recession may be a doozyEDITORIAL
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

OOTHERTHER VVIEWSIEWS

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

MM
any adults remember celebrating the
Feb. 12 birthday of Abraham Lincoln and
the Feb. 22 birthday of George
Washington each year when they were

children.
The closeness of the birth dates of the two great

presidents linked them together in the minds of
many Americans. Washington’s birthday was a
national holiday — and it still is, although now days
it generally is called Presidents’ Day and has been
expanded to honor all presidents.

While we sometimes regret the eroding of individ-
ual recognition of Washington and Lincoln, having a
holiday to recognize all presidents is not a bad thing.

The office of president is a very difficult job that
can also be a dangerous one. Four of our 43 presi-
dents — Lincoln, James A. Garfield, William
McKinley and John F. Kennedy — were assassinated
in office. Others, such as Gerald Ford and especially
Ronald Reagan, who was seriously wounded, had
narrow escapes.

Four presidents — William Henry Harrison,
Zachary Taylor, Warren G. Harding and Franklin D.
Roosevelt — died of natural causes while in office.

Most presidents lived out their terms of office, but
they nonetheless devoted significant portions of their
lives to serving their country as president.

Each president faced a unique set of challenges and
difficulties in office. Most presidents were called
upon to make tough decisions that alienated part of
the public against them, and all of them were con-
troversial in the eyes of at least some of their coun-
trymen.

America’s presidents have varied greatly in the
quality of leadership they have offered, but from the
strongest successes to the controversial failures, they
all were part of the development of our nation.

When the next Presidents’ Day rolls around,
America will have a new president living in the
White House. That person, the 44th U.S. president,
will face opposition from the first moment he or she
takes office and will endure criticism that will last
long after the 45th president has taken up residence
at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

It is an extremely difficult job in which it is impos-
sible to please everyone.

Not every president has the stature of George
Washington or Abraham Lincoln, but they all have
earned their places in history, and they deserve
recognition from their nation.

THE AVALANCHE-JOURNAL

LUBBOCK

LLETTERETTER POLICIESPOLICIES

HHOWOW TTOO CCONTONTACTACT UUSS
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

AA SSMALLMALL PPRARAYERYER

May we be unusually strong-willed and sure of ourselves
while we walk with You, Lord.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

AA
s the economy shifts into
reverse gear and
Congress and the presi-
dent work out the details

of a proposed fiscal stimulus,
some are asking whether it will be
enough to head off a recession.
The answer is very likely no. 

The timing, length
and depth of a reces-
sion depend on many
variables and are
therefore difficult to
predict. But there are
certain things that we
already know. First,
we are witnessing the
bursting of unprece-
dented bubble in
house prices.
Nationally, a loss of
wealth of about $8
trillion would be necessary just to
bring these prices back to their
normal long-term trend. Even con-
servative estimates of the effect of
such a drop imply a decline in
consumer spending of $400 billion,
or about 3 percent of Gross
Domestic Product, or GDP (the
total market value of goods and
services by produced within the
United States during a year). Some
economists think the drop would
be much more than that, because
of the expansion in recent years of
consumers borrowing against the
(previously rising) value of their
homes. 

We also have the first official
GDP numbers for the last quarter,
which shows the economy at a
near standstill with just 0.6 per-
cent annualized growth. Consumer

spending, which accounts for
about 70 percent of the economy,
has been holding up; but this can-
not last as the price of homes that
people have been borrowing
against continues to fall. 

The size of the proposed stimu-
lus, which is about $150 billion, is
just not large enough to compen-
sate for the kind of spending
declines that we can expect. Near
the peak of the housing bubble in
2005, homeowners were cashing
out about $780 billion in home
equity at an annual rate. Although
not all of this was used for con-
sumption, a lot of it was; this
“ATM machine” has now run out
of cash. 

It is worth looking at the total
fiscal stimulus provided by the
federal government when the pre-
vious huge asset bubble — in the
stock market — burst. The federal
budget went from a surplus of 2.4
percent of GDP in 2000, to a deficit
of 3.5 percent of GDP in 2003. This
is about six times the size of the
proposed stimulus package,
although the federal government
will automatically provide at least
some more stimulus than the cur-
rent package, as tax revenues fall
and some social spending rises. 

Based on the experience of the
last three recessions, the Center
for Economic and Policy Research
has estimated that the next reces-
sion could increase unemployment
by 3.2 million to 5.8 million peo-
ple, and poverty by 4.7 million to
10.4 million, with at least 4.2 mil-
lion also losing health insurance.
The range depends on whether it

is a mild-to-moderate recession
like the last two (2001 and 1990-91)
or more severe as in 1980-82. 

Given the magnitude of the risks
and economic pain that our econo-
my is facing, it is imperative to
demand measures that will soften
the blow — especially for the most
vulnerable, including the elderly,
unemployed, and poor. The pack-
age that passes Congress, despite
some positive additions by the
Senate, will be especially inade-
quate to do the job. 

Out of the Great Depression
came the New Deal, which includ-
ed Social Security, the legal right
to organize unions, unemployment
compensation and other reforms
that transformed the United States
into a more just society while set-
ting the stage for the post-World-
War II boom. Over the last 30
years, the country has become
vastly more unequal and economic
performance has also deteriorated
with the ascendancy of the politi-
cal right.  

We are not facing a depression,
but the hard times ahead will
highlight the need for structural
changes such as universal health
care and labor law reform. These
and other major reforms — includ-
ing a bigger and “green” fiscal
stimulus that would reduce carbon
emissions — should be pushed to
the top of the political agenda. 

Mark Weisbrot is co-director of
the Center for Economic and Policy
Research, in Washington, D.C.

DISTRIBUTED BY
MINUTEMANMEDIA.ORG.

OO
wning a home is the
essence of the American
dream. It represents eco-
nomic achievement and

security. The dream holds true
across races, ethnicities and gen-
ders. But the implementation does
not. 

We know society
has historically
worked against peo-
ple of color. Examples
include a century of
legal slavery and
exclusion from partic-
ipating in wealth-
building programs
like the 1862
Homestead Act and
the 1944 GI Bill.
These programs gave
millions the assistance and tools
needed to improve their economic
lives. A strong, flourishing middle
class, a hallmark of America’s
prosperity, arose as a result. 

Today, in a new millennium,
millions at the lower end of the
economic spectrum face a new
obstacle: the sub-prime mortgage
crisis. 

The crisis occurred because a
financial product intended for lim-
ited use has been disproportionate-
ly marketed to many. The crisis
has ruined many economic lives
and communities, and has cost the
financial institutions that under-
wrote massive numbers of shaky
sub-prime loans hundreds of bil-
lions. These losses triggered a
global economic crisis, the end of
which is not in sight. The next
chapter could well be about a deep

U.S. recession. 
The resulting human cost is less

often mentioned. Yet, the emerg-
ing indisputable — and reprehen-
sible — fact is that people of color
and poor people were targeted as
the best candidates for these loans.
In the hands of the mortgage lend-
ing industry, sub-prime loans
became predatory loans — a faulty
product ruthlessly hawked even
though financial institutions were
aware of its defects. Even a sur-
face check of the demographics
shows that, in city after city, a
solid majority of sub-prime loan
recipients were people of color. 

Hungry for a new and different
product, the financial services
industry added features to sub-
prime loans — exploding
adjustable rates, balloon pay-
ments, and penalties for early re-
payment — that hobbled their
recipients financially and made it
unlikely that they would be able,
after a brief honeymoon period, to
repay the loans at all. 

A deeper look into the crisis
reveals that the sub-prime lending
debacle has caused the greatest
loss of wealth to people of color in
modern U.S. history. Blacks have
lost an estimated amount of
between $72 billion and 83 billion;
Latinos, $75 billion to 98 billion. 

There is also a spillover effect
from the wholesale writing of bad
loans: Communities are torn
apart. As one house after another
in a neighborhood goes vacant,
squatters move in, crime spikes,
local stores close. The value of
other people’s houses in the vicini-

ty, even those who have not taken
out sub-prime loans, deteriorates
by thousands of dollars. The local
tax base erodes, since fewer people
are living there and paying taxes.
This in turn leads to revenue
shortfalls, which mean budget
cuts in public services, teachers,
police and firefighters, repairs to
bridges and schools, and other
government activities that offer
residents quality of life. 

But the government has
remained silent and inactive in
the face of the crisis. There are,
however, things that can be done: 

Just as rules have favored one
group or another throughout U.S.
history, so can rules now help cri-
sis victims regain productive
lives, wealth, and homes.
Residents and their government,
working together, can alleviate the
crisis with new rules like regulat-
ing the mortgage industry, federal
investment in financing homes,
lowering the cap on the mortgage
deduction, providing incentives
for developers to build affordable
homes, and dedicating federal
estate tax revenues to housing dis-
aster relief. 

The hundreds of billions in
short-term gains reaped by the
financial industry didn’t even last
as long as ice cream in the sun.
But cleaning up the mess they
made will take the taxpayers and
their government a long time. 

Christina Kasica is communica-
tions manager for United for a
Fair Economy.

DISTRIBUTED BY
MINUTEMANMEDIA.ORG.
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Let’s remember
tough task all
presidents face
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HH
ow many rules
is a kid break-
ing when he
has fudge nut

brownies for breakfast?
It’s hard to count them
all, since I only have 10
fingers.

I baked a
big batch of
fudge nut
brownies
yesterday
and we had
them for
dessert last
night.
There was
still some
left over
this morn-
ing. When
my children woke up and
made their way to the
kitchen, yawning, the
first thing they saw was
the brownies. Everybody
knows it’s going to be a
good day if there’s going
to be fudge nut brownies
in it. Consequently, their
eyes brightened and I

could see the wheels start
turning: “How can we
negotiate one of those
brownies.”

“Mom, can we have a
brownie?” they asked
hopefully.

“Brownies are not
breakfast,” I said like a
good mommy, as if my
mouth wasn’t watering at
the sight of them. I
thought to myself, “When
they leave for school, I’m
going to snag a nice
hefty one for myself.”
Yeah, so I’m a hypocrite.
My daughter tried one
more time, “We’ll eat our
breakfast right after we
eat our brownie.” I said
no, as she knew I would. 

Faces falling, they scuf-
fled to the cupboard and
brought out the cereal.
Same old thing: Colorful
fruity rings with marsh-
mallows and chocolate
flavored sugar balls…

Wait just a minute! I
read the labels, as I
should have done before I

bought them — and
found sugar, sugar, high
fructose corn syrup
(whatever that is) and
more stuff I couldn’t pro-
nounce. It read like a
recipe for spontaneous
combustion!

Why would they put all
that bad stuff in break-
fast cereals for kids? I
think I may have discov-
ered the origin of ADHD!
Or then again, maybe it’s
the only way parents can
get their kids to drink
milk, which is good for
them. Hmmm.

What do fudge nut
brownies have in them, I
thought. Sugar, yes, but
not as much as the cere-
al. Flour, certainly. Nuts

have protein and fiber.
Eggs, that’s a great
breakfast food. Why? I
don’t know. Someone
declared eggs a breakfast
item and the rest of us
agreed with him, I sup-
pose. It seems just that
random, this categorizing
of breakfast, lunch, and
dinner foods, doesn’t it?

Why don’t we eat a
salad for breakfast? Or
roast beef and mashed
potatoes? Or how about a
nice big plate of liver
and onions? Why do we
only eat certain foods for
breakfast and everything
else is off limits?
Doughnuts and muffins
aren’t so different from
fudge nut brownies. So,

why are they considered
breakfast foods? It does-
n’t seem fair that fudge
nut brownies should be
blackballed from the
breakfast list.

Well, so far, fudge nut
brownies were beating
the pants off the cereal
for the “Breakfast of
Champions” title.

However, it doesn’t do
very well in the milk cat-
egory. But…what if…we
drank a glass of milk
with it?

Bingo! Here is where I
sprout wings and become
my children’s fairy god-
mother. I wave my magic

See LAURA, Page 6A
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Bobby’s Gift Deluxe,
LLC

9441

Visit Us
at

www.bobbysgiftsdeluxe.com

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 2-21-08

267-8226       1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 19 Years

HEALTH SMART • UNITED HEALTHCARE • PRONET
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Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital
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3206 E. F.M. 700
Big Spring, TX 79720
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432-263-1902
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TT
wo weeks prior to
the telephone
call, we had been
at the wildlife

sanctuary in Midland.
Although we had rescued
and transported several
birds of prey, this would
be our first
time to
force feed
one of the
larger birds.
Excited and
apprehen-
sive at the
same time,
we looked
forward to
learning
more. 

Grabbing
and holding
a struggling
raptor, Midge Erskine
then encouraged me to
open its beak and give it
small chunks of rabbit
while Art watched the
effort. After closely fol-
lowing her verbal direc-
tions, my hands were
nearly on the bird’s beak
when her husband,
Woody, cautioned,
“Always remember, those
birds can bite off your
finger or thumb.
Fortunately, they don’t
know that,” he added as
he left the room. 

Hoping no one could
hear how loud my heart
was beating, and check-
ing to make sure my
hands weren’t shaking, I
proceeded to pry open

the massive beak. It was
quite an introduction to
the tremendous force the
bird could exert on any
prey. As the lesson pro-
gressed, we also were
instructed in how to cap-
ture the bird by its legs.
Impressive were the feet
and talons. The slightest
misstep in handling
meant a possible “foot-
ing” by the bird. 

Like an “X,” each foot
had two talons forward,
two behind. The crushing
power of its feet enabled
it to squeeze and hold on
to its catch. Able to lift
large prey, some of
which was heavier than
the bird, made it an
aggressive and proficient
hunter. 

Our previous experi-
ences with this type of
bird had been easy in
comparison. A large blan-
ket or old coat thrown
over the bird had enabled
us to press its wings
against its body. With a
quick uplifting move-
ment, we had quickly put
the raptor in a cardboard
box and secured the top.
Knowing we would not
always have that easy a
capture, we felt it imper-
ative to know more about
handling difficult situa-
tions. 

About to use the knowl-
edge we had previously
gained, we hurried to
answer the call from
Animal Control. They
had a large raptor that

could not fly. Without
the luxury of additional
space for birds, the offi-
cer requested that we
remove it from a long,
narrow cage in the back
of one of their pickups as
soon as possible. 

As we entered the park-
ing area of the city’s
“pound,” we realized its
location near Beal’s
Creek and the railroad
tracks had been accurate-
ly described by citizens
wanting a better locale.
Even though the build-
ings offered temporary
shelter, the personnel
seemed genuinely con-
cerned about their
charges. No one could
truly appreciate how lim-
ited they were in
resources during the ’70s. 

When the officer low-
ered the tailgate, we
knew this capture was
going to be a challenge.
Since the cage occupied
the length of the truck
bed, I would have to
enter and exit by crawl-
ing the distance on my
knees. There would be
little room to spare. At
the other end, pressed
against the back of the
cage, was a frightened,
very angry adult great
horned owl. 

Expressing his concern
for my safety, Art asked,
“Are you sure you want
to do this?”

If we turned the cage 

See OWL, Page 6A

Courtesy photo

One of the earliest nesting birds in North America, the great horned owl takes advantage
of January. When ground cover is at its least, food for the nestlings is more readily found.
Four months later, when the young start hunting, game is the most abundant.

Laura on Life: Finding new ‘Breakfast of Champions’

Bird Poop:
Bright orange towel becomes
life-saving tool for rescue team
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By ANITA SNOW
Associated Press Writer

HAVANA — An ailing,
81-year-old Fidel Castro
resigned as Cuba’s presi-
dent Tuesday after nearly
a half-century in power,
saying he will not accept
a new term when parlia-
ment meets Sunday.

The end of Castro’s rule
— the longest in the world
for a head of government
— frees his 76-year-old
brother Raul to imple-
ment reforms he has hint-
ed at since taking over as
acting president when
Fidel Castro fell ill in
July 2006. President Bush
said he hopes the resigna-
tion signals the beginning
of a democratic transi-
tion.

“My wishes have always
been to discharge my
duties to my last breath,”
Castro wrote in a letter
published Tuesday in the
online edition of the
Communist Party daily
Granma. But, he wrote,
“it would be a betrayal to
my conscience to accept a
responsibility requiring
more mobility and dedica-
tion than I am physically
able to offer.”

In the pre-dawn hours,
most Cubans were
unaware of Castro’s mes-
sage, and Havana’s streets
were quiet. It wasn’t until

5 a.m., several hours after
Castro’s message was
posted on the internet,
that official radio began
reading the missive to
early risers.

By sunrise, most people
headed to work in Havana
seemed to have heard the
news, which they
appeared to accept with-
out obvious signs of emo-
tion. There were no tears
or smiles as Cubans went
about their usual busi-
ness.

“He will continue to be
my commander in chief,
he will continue to be my
president,” said Miriam,
a 50-year-old boat worker
waiting for the bus to
Havana port. “But I’m not
sad because he isn’t leav-
ing, and after 49 years he
is finally resting a bit.”

Castro temporarily
ceded his powers to his
brother on July 31, 2006,
when he announced that
he had undergone intesti-
nal surgery. Since then,
the elder Castro has not
been seen in public,
appearing only sporadi-
cally in official pho-
tographs and videotapes
and publishing dense
essays about mostly inter-
national themes as his
younger brother has con-
solidated his rule.

There had been wide-

spread speculation about
whether Castro would
continue as president
when the new National
Assembly meets Sunday
to pick the country’s top
leadership. Castro has
been Cuba’s unchallenged
leader since 1959; he was
the world’s longest ruling
head of state.

.Castro said Cuban offi-
cials had wanted him to

remain in power after his
surgery.

“It was an uncomfort-
able situation for me vis-
a-vis an adversary that
had done everything pos-
sible to get rid of me, and
I felt reluctant to com-
ply,” he said in a refer-
ence to the United States.

Castro remains a mem-
ber of parliament and is
likely to be elected to the

31-member Council of
State on Sunday, though
he will no longer be its
president. Raul Castro’s
wife, Vilma Espin, main-
tained her council seat
until her death last year
even though she was too
sick to attend meetings
for many months.

Castro also retains his
powerful post as first sec-
retary of Cuba’s
Communist Party. The
party leadership posts
generally are renewed at
party congresses, and the
last one was held in 1997.

The resignation opens
the path for Raul Castro’s
succession to the presi-
dency, and the full auton-
omy he has lacked in
leading a caretaker gov-
ernment. The younger
Castro has raised expecta-
tions among Cubans for
modest economic and
other reforms, stating last
year that the country
requires unspecified
“structural changes” and
acknowledging that gov-
ernment wages that aver-
age about $19 a month do
not satisfy basic needs.

As first vice president of
Cuba’s Council of State,
Raul Castro was his
brother’s constitutionally
designated successor and
appears to be a shoo-in for
the presidential post

when the council meets
Sunday. More uncertain
is who will be chosen as
Raul’s new successor,
although 56-year-old coun-
cil Vice President Carlos
Lage, who is Cuba’s de
facto prime minister, is a
strong possibility.

“Raul is also old,”
allowed Isabel, a 61-year-
old Havana street sweep-
er, who listened to
Castro’s message being
read on state radio with
other fellow workers. “As
a Cuban, I am thinking
that Carlos Lage, or
(Foreign Minister) Felipe
Perez Roque, or another
younger person with new
eyes” could follow the
younger Castro brother,
she added.

Bush, traveling in
Rwanda, pledged to “help
the people of Cuba realize
the blessings of liberty.”

“The international com-
munity should work with
the Cuban people to begin
to build institutions that
are necessary for democ-
racy,” he said.
“Eventually, this transi-
tion ought to lead to free
and fair elections — and I
mean free, and I mean
fair — not these kind of
staged elections that the
Castro brothers try to
foist off as true democra-
cy.”

OWL
Continued from Page 5A

on end, the bird might
hold on to the sides with
its talons, or if it did
plummet downward, a
wing could be damaged
further. Only once choice
remained. 

As we started to unload
what we thought we
might need for this
attempt, Art noticed a
bright orange towel
among our gear. Given to
him by his best man
shortly after our wed-
ding, he had never used
the thick, oversized
beach towel. Since Tony
couldn’t find the burnt
orange of their universi-
ty days, he had selected
what he considered close
in color. My only thought
had been that it would
glow in the dark. 

We readily ruled out a
pole net, since the cage
was too narrow for its

use. Deciding on my
leather gardening gloves
and the orange towel, I
asked Art to walk slowly
beside the truck about a
foot ahead. Holding the
towel at the top two cor-
ners inside the cage, I
would not be able to
judge what the owl was
doing. If the bird could
only see the fabric
approaching, rather than
me, it might lessen its
fear. Hopefully, my
approach would keep it
at the back of the cage.
Pressing the owl against
that area could assist in
its capture. 

As the officer opened
the cage door, the owl
began harsh popping
sounds as it clicked its
beak. The warning was
accompanied by its sway-
ing from side to side
while it tried to look as
large as possible. When I
was nearly a foot and a
half from the end of the
cage, the owl struck
blindly at the towel with

its feet. 
When one foot’s talons

became caught in the
thick terrycloth to my
right, I reached for the
leg I knew was on the
other side, while holding
the rest of the towel with
my left hand and elbow.
The bird’s other leg and
foot hit the lower part of
the towel about an inch
from my left knee.
Grabbing at that area
and missing with my left
hand, I met his taloned
foot as it came forward
again. Due to the thick-
ness of the towel in addi-
tion to the leather glove,
the great horned’s talons
did not penetrate enough
to grab my fingers. 

Quickly, while the owl
tried to untangle its foot
from the towel, I reached
higher and secured the
remaining leg. Recalling
the advice from two
weeks before, I could
hear Midge
saying,”Control the feet
and you control the

bird.” How true that was! 
Securing both legs with

my right hand, I quickly
used my left hand to
wrap the remaining part
of the bulky towel
around the wiggling, pop-
ping owl. My retreat
from this confinement
was slow as the owl con-
tinued to fight the orange
covering. 

As we unwrapped the
great horned, I suddenly
realized we had an audi-
ence. 

Another officer and sev-
eral city employees from
another department had
come to watch the show.
With widely spaced ear
tufts on its large head,
the owl sported a barred
chest with mottled
shades of brown. Its
white throat and big yel-
low eyes were a striking
contrast. Considering its
size, Art told the men he
thought it was a female
and where we would be
taking it. 

Upon hearing that the

wing in question had a
hairline fracture that was
mendable, we were ecsta-
tic. 

The great horned owl
could be released in the
future. With a growing
appreciation of the bird’s
natural defenses came
the realization that we
would be gaining knowl-

edge from every rescued
bird. And on future chal-
lenges, the bright orange
towel would become a
mainstay as it slowly
faded and acquired mem-
orable holes. 

Bebe McCasland is fed-
erally and state licensed
to rehabilitate wild birds.

LAURA
Continued from Page 5A

wand and say “You guys
can have a fudge nut
brownie for breakfast if
you drink a glass of
milkwith it.” Woo-hoo,
that felt good!

My 9-year-old yells,
“Dad! There’s an alien
taking over Mom’s body!”

I frown at him and say,
“Okay, but if you tell
your Dad I’m an alien,
you’re never getting
brownies for breakfast
again, because your mom
won’t allow it.”

“Never mind, Dad! Just
kidding. Can I have the
piece in the middle?”

So, OK, we have estab-
lished that I have no dis-
cipline whatsoever, but
these are fudge nut
brownies we’re talking
about, after all. Manna
from heaven. Ambrosia.

My children and I are
all devouring brownies
and gulping milk when
my husband comes into
the kitchen.

“Fudge nut brownies
for breakfast?” he ques-
tions me. “Who are you,
and what have you done
with my wife?”

One of my children
whispers, “He knows!”

With my mouth full, I
answer him, “You want
your wife or a brownie?”

“That’s a no-brainer,”

he says, pulling up a
chair and helping him-
self to the unexpected
treat.

I know I should be

insulted, but I’m eating
fudge nut brownies. All
is well in my world
today.

Laura Snyder may be
reached at lsnyder@lau-
raonlife.com.
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Were you or someone you know injured in the

BIG SPRING REFINERY
EXPLOSION AND FIRE?

We have been handling lawsuits for injuries at the Big
Spring Refinery since last year. If you, or a loved one,
suffered injuries as a result of the recent Big Spring

Refinery Explosion and Fire, we can help.

TO DISCUSS OR FOR INFORMATION,
AND A FREE CASE EVALUATION,

PLEASE CALL US.

713-963-0400 or 800-859-9009

LAW OFFICES OF

BILL BASS
THREE RIVERWAY, SUITE 940
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77056

info@billbasslaw.com

We often work with other law firms on clients’ cases
and share joint responsibility.

9983

Aggressive & Successful

Oil & Gas Attorney

>>Injuries   >>Death Claims  >>Work Injuries
>>Property Damages  >>Environmental Damages

>>Mineral & Royalty Interest Disputes Cases
>>Employee Benefits Disputes

Personal Injury &
Wrongful Death Claims

No Money Up Front Needed

>>Personal Injury Negligence
>>Premises Injuries  >>Death Claims

Law Offices of Kyle Kincaid
Call For Information

1-877-529-0030
Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas99

82

PLANT EXPLOSION
Personal Injury and

Wrongful Death
Claims

Patricia M. Davis
Attorney At Law

3334 Richmond Ave.,
Suite 206

Houston, TX 77098
(713) 621-2552 - Phone

(713) 520-0363 - Fax 9981

Majestic Ionic Foot & Body Detox

710 Gregg Suite 222
Big Spring, TX 79720

Office - 432-517-4251
Cell - 432-816-9811   Fax - 432-517-4252

Take out all the
toxins your body doesn’t need!
Detox your vital organs & lungs

CALL US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION

Buy One
And

Get One
1/2 Off

98
32

AP Photo/Cristobal Herrera

Cuba’s President Fidel Castro, left, is shown with his broth-
er, Raul Castro, in this 2002 file photo.

Ailing Castro steps down as president
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This Date
In History

Today is Tuesday, Feb. 19,
the 50th day of 2008. There
are 316 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Feb. 19, 1945, during
World War II, some 30,000
U.S. Marines began landing
on Iwo Jima, where they
commenced a successful
monthlong battle to seize
control of the island from
Japanese forces.

On this date:
In 1803, Congress voted to

accept Ohio’s borders and
constitution.

In 1807, former Vice
President Aaron Burr,
accused of treason, was
arrested in the Mississippi
Territory, in present-day
Alabama. (Burr was acquit-
ted at trial.)

In 1846, the Texas state
government was formally
installed in Austin, with J.
Pinckney Henderson taking
the oath of office as gover-
nor.

In 1878, Thomas Edison

received a U.S. patent for
“an improvement in phono-
graph or speaking
machines.”

In 1881, Kansas prohibited
the manufacture and sale of
alcoholic beverages.

In 1942, President
Roosevelt signed an execu-
tive order that gave the mil-
itary the authority to relo-
cate and intern U.S. resi-
dents, including citizens, of
Japanese ancestry.

In 1942, Japanese war-
planes, attacking in two
waves, raided the
Australian city of Darwin;
at least 243 people were
killed.

In 1959, an agreement was
signed by Britain, Turkey
and Greece granting Cyprus
its independence.

In 1983, 13 people were
found shot to death at a gam-
bling club in Seattle’s
Chinatown in what became
known as the “Wah Mee
Massacre.” (Two Chinese
immigrants were convicted
of the killings and sentenced
to life in prison.)

In 1997, Deng Xiaoping,
the last of China’s major
Communist revolutionaries,
died at age 92.

Today’s Birthdays: Singer
Smokey Robinson is 68.
Singer Bobby Rogers
(Smokey Robinson & the
Miracles) is 68. Actress
Carlin Glynn is 68. Singer
Lou Christie is 65. Actor
Michael Nader is 63. Rock
musician Tony Iommi
(Black Sabbath, Heaven and
Hell) is 60. Author Amy Tan
is 56. Actor Jeff Daniels is
53. Rock singer-musician
Dave Wakeling is 52. Talk
show host Lorianne Crook is
51. Actor Ray Winstone is
51. NFL Commissioner
Roger Goodell is 49.
Britain’s Prince Andrew is
48. Tennis Hall-of-Famer
Hana Mandlikova is 46.
Singer Seal is 45. 

® 2008 The Associated Press.
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Science Fic.

Scary But True
Scary But True
Scariest Places
on Earth
Scariest Places
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ECW

”
Kai Doh Maru
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Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone
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Dallas
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Spanish
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Telemundo
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Midland
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Classics
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News (CC)
Entertainment
Just Laughs
Just Laughs
According-Jim
Carpoolers
Boston Legal
(CC)
News (CC)
Nightline
The Insider
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
News (CC)

Jeopardy!
Wheel-Fortune
Just Laughs
Just Laughs
According-Jim
Carpoolers
Boston Legal
(CC)
News
Nightline
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
Extra (CC)
Lighthouse

Yo Amo a
Juan
Al Diablo con
Los Guapos
Pasion

”
Aqui y Ahora

”
Primer Impacto
Noticiero Univ.
La Hora de la
Risa
Salome (SS)

”

The Simpsons
Two/Half Men
American Idol
(CC)

”
”

TMZ (CC)
Raymond
Two/Half Men
Raymond
Law & Order:
Criminal Intent
Reno 911!
George Lopez

News
Entertainment
NCIS (CC)

”
Big Brother:
'Til Death
Jericho (CC)

”
News
Late Show-
Letterman
Late Late
Show
The Insider

12 Corazones
”

La Traicion
”

Victoria
”

Pecados
Ajenos
Noticias
Titulares y Mas
Decisiones

”
”

Programa

News
Be a Millionaire
The Biggest
Loser: Couples
(CC)

”
Law & Order:
SVU
News
Tonight Show

”
Late Night-
Conan O'Brien
News

Raymond
Raymond
Family Guy
Family Guy
Family Guy
Family Guy
The Office
The Office
10 Items-Less
Sex and-City
Sex and-City
Frank TV
Very Funny
Standup

Dr. Young
John Hagee
Update Israel
Dr. Booker
Light of the
Southwest

”
”

Update Israel
Keith Miller
Ministerio
Nueva Vida
Update Israel
J.R. Church

News-Lehrer
”

Nova (CC)
(DVS)
Frontline
(CC) (DVS)
Independent
Lens (CC)

”
PBS Previews
Tavis Smiley
Tavis Smiley
Sign Off

”

How It's Made
How It's Made
Dirty Jobs
(CC)
Dirty Jobs

”
Smash Lab
(CC)
MythBusters
(CC)
Dirty Jobs
(CC)
Dirty Jobs

”

”
”

Movie: The
Godfather,
Part II (CC)

”
”
”
”
”
”

Movie: Death
Wish V: The
Face of Death

CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: NY
(CC)
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
Star Trek:
Voyager

Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Bones (CC)

”
Cold Case
(CC)
Without a
Trace (CC)
Without a
Trace (CC)

Live (CC)
Hell Date
Movie: School
Daze (CC)

”
”

Top 25
Heartaches
Hell Date
Hell Date
Jamie Foxx
Jamie Foxx
Movie: School
Daze (CC)

Han. Montana
Zack & Cody
Kim Possible:
So the Drama

”
That's-Raven
That's-Raven
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Zack & Cody
Han. Montana
Replacements
Kim Possible
Emperor New
American Drgn

College
Basketball

”
”

NBA Coast-to-
Coast (CC)

”
”
”

Mix Tape Tour
NASCAR Now
ESPN Mag.

”
2007 World

College
Basketball:
Purdue at
Indiana (CC)
College
Basketball:
Georgia at
Kentucky
SportsCenter
(CC)
NFL Live
Gamenight
SportsCenter
(CC)
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ATTENTION!
PLEASE CALL THE BUZBEE LAW FIRM IF YOU WERE INJURED OR SUFFERED

ANY PROPERTY DAMAGE AS A RESULT OF THE EXPLOSION AT THE
ALON USA REFINERY.

THE BUZBEE LAW FIRM IS RECOGNIZED ACROSS TEXAS AS HAVING EXTENSIVE
EXPERIENCE ASSISTING THOSE INJURED WHILE WORKING IN REFINERIES, AS

WELL AS THOSE WHO WERE INJURED AND HAVE PROPERTY DAMAGE AS A
RESULT OF LIVING  NEXT TO REFINERIES

- - Medical screening
- - No out of pocket expenses
- - No recover, no fee to you

CALL 24 HOURS: 1-800-992-5393

Offices in Houston, Galveston and the Rio Grande Valley
WWW.TXATTORNEYS.COM

6630

The Big Spring Police
Department reported the follow-
ing activity between 7 a.m.
Monday and 7 a.m. today:

• STEPHEN ANGLIN, 58, of
3200 Rickabaugh, was arrested
Sunday on charges of public

intoxication and disorderly con-
duct - language.

• JOHHNY BARRAZA, 39, of
429 Westover Road, was arrested
Monday on charges of resisting
arrest and criminal mischief -
family violence.

• THEFT was reported in the

1800 block of Gregg Street.
•  RESISTING ARREST,

SEARCH OR TRANSPORTA-
TION was reported:

- in the 3100 block of
Rickabaugh.

- in the 400 block of Westover
Road.

• DEADLY CONDUCT - DIS-
CHARGE OF A FIREARM was
reported in the 700 block of
Goliad.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was
reported in the 400 block of
Westover Road.

Police blotter

Sheriff’s log
The Howard County Sheriff’s

Office reported the following
activity:

Note — Officials with the
Howard County Jail reported
having 40 inmates at the time of
this report.

• MARCUS LANCE HATTEN-
BACH, 36, was arrested Friday
by the HCSO on a charge of vio-
lation of parole - blue warrant.

• PAUL POPE, 48, was arrested
Friday by the HCSO on a judg-
ment/sentence for driving while
intoxicated - third or more
offense.

• LISA ANN RIOS, 28, was
arrested Friday by the HCSO on
a charge of contempt of court -
disobedience of a court order.

•  TAMMY LOCKHART
COKER, 31, was arrested Friday
by the HCSO on a charge of bur-
glary of a habitation.

• GARY LEE SCOTT, 57, was
arrested Friday by the HCSO on
a charge of burglary of a habita-
tion.

• JESSICA ELLAINE JEN-
NINGS, 20, was arrested Friday
by the HCSO on a charge of theft.

• WILLIAM KYLE DUGAN,
18, was arrested Saturday by DPS
on charges of possession of mari-
juana - two ounces or less, dri-
ving under the influence by a
minor and no liability insurance.

• GUADALUPE M. PATTIN,
49, was arrested Sunday by DPS
on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• GLORIA LOPEZ, 32, was
arrested Sunday by DPS on a
charge of public intoxication.

• HUBERT GEAN HODGES,
50, was arrested Sunday by DPS
on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

•  MARK MATTHEW LIN-
DEM, 30, was arrested Sunday
on a charge of possession of a
controlled substance.

• RICKEY EARL HOKES, 47,
was arrested Sunday by DPS on a
charge of driving while intoxi-
cated - second offense, open con-

tainer.
• MICHAEL RAY LEWIS, 36,

was arrested Sunday by the
HCSO on a charge of public
intoxication.

• JOSEPH THOMAS HADEN,
27, was arrested Sunday by DPS
on a charge of driving while
intoxicated.

• CHRIS RUIZ, 38, was arrest-
ed Sunday by the HCSO on a
motion to revoke probation for
theft.

•  WELDON BRYANT
DANIELS, 44, was transferred to
the county jail Sunday by the
BSPD on charges of credit/debit
card abuse and possession of a
controlled substance.

•  CAROLYN MARIE
ANCHONDO, 34, was arrested
Sunday by the HCSO on a motion
to revoke probation for
credit/debit card abuse.

• AARON WAYNE HENSLEY,
23, was arrested Sunday by the
HCSO on a charge of violation of
probation.

• JAVIER IVAN RAMIREZ,
26, was transferred to the county
jail Sunday by the BSPD on a
charge of failure to identify - giv-
ing false information.

•  CHRISTOVAL LIMON
MORENO, 48, was transferred to
the county jail Monday by the
BSPD on a charge of burglary of
a building.

• MARSHA GALE BURCIA-
GA, 35, was transferred to the
county jail Monday by the BSPD
on a charge of displaying a ficti-
tious inspection/insurance docu-
ment.

• IRMA RUTH CALVIO, 31,
was arrested Monday by the
HCSO on charges of resisting
arrest/search/transportation and
assault - family violence.

• JOHNNY BARRAZA, 39, was
transferred to the county jail
Monday by the BSPD on charges
of criminal mischief - family vio-
lence and resisting arrest.

The Big Spring Fire
Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the
following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in
the 1600 block of Lancaster. One
person was transported to
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in
the 2000 block of Virginia. One
person was transported to
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in

the 2300 block of Wasson. One
person was transported to
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in
the 4000 block of Aspen. One per-
son was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported 20
miles south on Highway 87. Two
people were transported to
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in
the 1600 block of Lark. One per-
son was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in
the 200 block of Nolan. One per-
son was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in
the 500 block of Washington. One
person was transported to
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in
the 2000 block of S. Main Street.
One person was transported to
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in
the 2000 block of Chanute. One

person was transported to
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in
the 800 block of W. Interstate
Highway 20. One person was
transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in
the 600 block of N. Main Street.
One person was transported to
SMMC.

• GRASS FIRE was reported in
the 200 block of Carey.

EMS

Tonight...Partly cloudy.
Not as cool. Lows in the
mid 40s. SouthWinds 10
to 20 mph.

Wednesday. . .Sunny.
Highs in the lower 70s.
Southwest winds 10 to15
mph.

W e d n e s d a y
night...Partly cloudy.
Lows in the upper 30s.
Southwest winds 10 to 15
mph in the evening
becoming light
andVariable.

T h u r s d a y . . . P a r t l y
cloudy. Highs in the mid
60s. Light andVariable
winds becoming north-
west around 10 mph in
the afternoon.

Thursday night...Mostly
cloudy. Lows in the mid
30s.

Friday...Mostly cloudy.
Cooler. Highs in the mid
50s.

Weather

Results of the Cash 5
drawing Monday night: 

Winning numbers
drawn: 2-18-32-33-35.

Number matching five
of five: 0.

Results of the Texas
Two Step drawing
Monday night:

Winning numbers
drawn: 2-15-23-24. Bonus
Ball: 31.

Number matching four
of four: 8. Prize: $2,258.

The winning Daily 4
numbers drawn Monday
night by the Texas
Lottery, in order: 5-8-1-5.
Sum It Up: 19.

The winning Pick 3
numbers drawn Monday
night by the Texas
Lottery, in order: 7-5-4.
Sum It Up: 16.

Lottery
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HOUSTON (AP) — The
famous saga of a woman
who killed her cheating
husband by mowing him
down with her luxury car
returns to court Tuesday
in a civil case Clara
Harris filed against her
former defense attorney.

Jury selection is set to
begin more than three
years after Harris filed a
lawsuit claiming Houston
attorney George Parnham
overcharged to defend her

in the 2003 murder trial
that garnered internation-
al attention.

Harris, 50, was sen-
tenced to 20 years in
prison for running over
her philandering spouse
in a hotel parking lot in
2002 after confronting
him with his mistress.
The lawsuit claims Harris
hired Parnham for $75,000
but wound up paying
more than $235,000.

Lawyers for Parnham,

whose list of past clients
includes Andrea Yates,
have argued that Harris
is the one who still owes
money.

“She’s mad about how
much he charged her,”
said Charles Babcock,
who is representing
Parnham.

Opening statements are
scheduled for Wednesday
in the trial, which is
expected to last about a
week.

Harris and Parnham
never had a written agree-
ment. Dean Blumrosen,
Harris’ attorney, said his
client is owed between
$90,000 and $135,000.

Babcock said Parnham
had to take out a $90,000
loan to pay experts who
aided in Harris’ defense.
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Almost Invisible

8
• Non-Occluding • Cosmetically Appealing

• Comfortable • Natural Sound
• Instant Gratification • Directional Microphone

• Digital Sound Processing • Natural Ambient Sounds

NOW...A HEARING AID THAT LETS YOU HEAR LIKE
YOU DID BEFORE YOU NEEDED A HEARING AID.

We invite you to come in for a listening demonstration of the Open Ear Technology.
During the introductory offer, TRADE IN your old hearing aids and we’ll give you

$1,000 off the list price for a new set of OTE hearing instruments.

Micro hearing 
circuit

A CHIP IN YOUR EAR
� Virtually eliminates feedback, no more

annoying buzzing.

� Manages noise so hearing, 

comfort and quality are enhanced.

� Adapts to changing environments;
As sounds change, so does the hearing

instrument.

� Improves speech intelligibility in noise;
Instantly reacts and responds automati-

cally; no manual adjustments needed.

This week you can See...Demo...Try this amazing
new technology - a technology so smart, it’s
nearly human.  It allows the instrument to rec-
ognize, remember and classify the sounds YOU
hear so you never have to make an adjustment.

This is a true
automatic

hearing aid!

Competitor’s 
Advertised
Price $495

OUR PRICE
$445Class A

Competitor’s 
Advertised
Price $895

OUR PRICE
$805

Competitor’s 
Advertised

Price $1,495

OUR PRICE
$1,345

Audiology and
Hearing Aid

Centers

Technology Now Available at Livingston

100% Digital All-In-Canal

12 months NO INTEREST (for qualifiedbuyers)

432-267-7052
211 Johnson
Big Spring

Medicaid
Accepted.

1702 Gregg • 263-1381

9383

Open House Invitation
Big Spring State Hospital will host an Open House for
perspective employees on Wednesday, February 20 at 2:30
PM. If you are looking for after-school work or a summer
job,  come to our Open House for an opportunity to have
your questions answered and see if assisting people with
mental illness in their recovery is something you might be
interested in. We look forward to meeting with you in the
Administration Building (502) at 2:30.

9097

Majestic Ionic Foot & Body Detox

710 Gregg Suite 222
Big Spring, TX 79720

Office - 432-517-4251
Cell - 432-816-9811   Fax - 432-517-4252

Take out all the
toxins your body doesn’t need!
Detox your vital organs & lungs

CALL US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION

Buy One
And

Get One
1/2 Off

98
32

AUSTIN (AP) —
Teacher unions pressing
for major reforms to
school accountability
measures are renewing
calls for Texas to put less
emphasis on high-stakes
testing that educators
blast as commanding too
much classroom atten-
tion.

The plea by all four
teacher organizations in
Texas come as leaders of
a special state panel indi-
cate changes are coming
to the school accountabil-
ity system when the
Legislature reconvenes in
January. The system
annually rates campus
and district performance
based on test scores and
graduation rates.

Sen. Florence Shapiro,
who chairs the Senate
education committee,
said Monday that the sys-
tem needs to be
“recharged.”

“It’s time to look at our
accountability system,
evaluate it and decide
what parts we want to
keep, what we want to
adjust and what we want
to throw out,” said
Shapiro.

Testifying before the
Select Committee on
Public School
Accountability, teachers
unions complained the

Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills test
monopolizes classroom
instruction and swallows
the time teachers have to
work with students.

Richard Kouri of the
Texas State Teachers
Association said the high-
stakes test and school rat-
ings now determine “how
a child is viewed, how a
school is viewed and even
the salary of teachers.”

“Everybody is living
and dying based on what
these accountability rat-
ings show,” Kouri said.

The high-stakes nature
of the TAKS has been
lambasted by teachers
and parents, who argue
that too much classroom
time is spent preparing
students for the test.
Students must pass the
test to graduate.

State ratings are anx-
iously awaited by super-
intendents, school boards,
teachers and parents each
year because they are the
chief measure of how well
schools are educating
their students.

The Association of
Texas Professional
Educators reported that a
recent survey of parents
and teachers found they
share “a fairly negative
view of our current test-
ing system.”

Teachers union
urges changes
in accountability

By AMY DODD THOMPSON

Denton Record-Chronicle
DENTON — As far as

University of North
Texas administrators can
recall, Lauren Coker is
the only 14-year-old to
ever enroll in the Honors
College there.

But her older class-
mates don’t intimidate
the freshman, who says
college has been good for
her.

“It’s probably the best
environment I’ve been
in,” Lauren said.

Professors are open to
questions and opinions,
she said, and she feels
she’s learning and learn-
ing a lot at a good pace.

Gloria Cox, dean of the
Honors College, says
Lauren holds herself with
poise and confidence.

Cox met the Argyle girl
when she gave a presen-
tation in her freshman
seminar, and the young
student did not look out
of place, she said.

“She had evidence of a
great deal of intellectual
talent,” Cox said.

The Honors College has
more than 1,000 students
in its enriched-curricu-
lum program, and Cox
said Lauren met all the
requirements for accep-
tance into the program.

Lauren is working

toward a bachelor’s
degree in English with a
focus in creative writing,
but she is also being
home-schooled in sub-
jects including math,
physical education and
art so she can get a high
school diploma.

If she were in high
school, Lauren would be
a 10th-grader. The last
year she attended in a
traditional school was
ninth grade, after skip-
ping eighth grade.

Lauren, whose IQ test
places her in the “pro-
foundly gifted” range, is
a Davidson Young
Scholar with the
Davidson Institute, a
national nonprofit orga-
nization that serves
young, highly gifted indi-
viduals.

Her mother, Julie
Coker, said two experts
in the field of gifted edu-
cation suggested about a
year ago that Lauren go
to college.

Coker waited for a year
while her daughter
attended ninth grade
because she felt that
Lauren was too young.
But then they decided to
give college a try, and the
teen started out with 11
credit hours in the fall.
Her mother said that was
a breeze for Lauren.

This semester, she’s

taking 13 credit hours
and loving it.

Lauren is “happier than
she’s been in years,”
Coker said.

With Lauren’s mental
age being higher than
many others her age, she
sometimes didn’t fit in
and came off as awkward
to those around her, as
with other highly gifted
children, Coker said.

Age usually isn’t an
issue for Lauren in her
classes, and sometimes
teachers don’t even real-
ize how young she is.

Last semester, Coker
said, a professor asked
students to write in
Spanish about what they
felt when they were 15.

A fellow student, who
had gotten to know
Lauren, raised his hand
and asked, “What if you
aren’t 15 yet?”

Rachel Yeatts, who
taught Lauren honors
composition last semes-
ter, at first did not realize
Lauren was younger
until she was told.

“She’s a bright, intu-
itive and enthusiastic
student — always had
interesting things to con-
tribute to discussions and
in her writing,” Yeatts
said.

Lauren’s passion is
writing, and she’s been at
it for years. She used to

write plays for family
and friends to put on.
Lately, she’s been focus-
ing on short stories and
has written a 400-page
first draft for a fiction
book that she hopes to get
published this year. It’s a
spin-off of The Phantom
of the Opera. Lauren
describes her story “as to
Phantom as (the produc-
tion) Wicked would be to
The Wizard of Oz.”

UNT has long nurtured
its bond with young
minds at the Texas
Academy of Mathematics
and Science.

Four 13-year-olds and
four 14-year-olds have
studied at UNT through
the academy for as long it
has been associated with
the university, around 20
years, UNT spokeswoman
Kelley Reese said.

The university is also
serving a 19-year-old stu-
dent who started work on
his doctorate when he
was 17.

Young students accept-
ed for enrollment at UNT
come with the mental
tools to handle the
coursework, said Troy
Johnson, associate vice
president for enrollment
management.

“They have clearly
shown the academic abil-
ity” to learn at a college
level, he said.

The youngest freshman
14-year-old enjoying college life at UNT

Woman who killed cheating spouse takes lawyer to trial
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Almost Invisible

8 Reasons Open Ear Hearing Aids Are Winning
Greater Customer Satisfaction

Micro hearing 
circuit

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NANO

Custom Full Shell

OURR PRICE
$445

Digital Canal

OURR PRICE
$805

Digital Programmable

OURR PRICE
$1,345

Audiology and
Hearing Aid

Centers

Technology Now Available at Livingston
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