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Blast rocks Alon

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Four people were reported injured as the result of an explosion and fire about 8:20 a.m. today at the Big Spring Alon Refinery. Emergency personnel closed Interstate 20 and evacuat-
ed those in the immediate vicinity of the refinery. See additional photos, Page 5.

Four injuries reported in morning explosion

By STEVE REAGAN

Miraculously, no life-threatening

Staff Writer

A massive explosion rocked the Big
Spring Alon Refinery this morning,
injuring at least four people and causing
extensive damage to the facility.

The morning calm of Big Spring was
abruptly shattered at about 8:20 a.m.
today when an explosion occurred in the
light gas unit of the refinery, officials
confirmed.

Unofficial reports state that a propy-
lene leak in the unit sparked the explo-

SPECIAL EDITION

The Big Spring Herald will issue a spe-
cial edition on the Alon USA Big Spring
Refinery explosion early this evening.
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sion, which was heard as far as 50 miles
away and shattered windows miles from
the refinery. Eyewitnesses reported see-
ing a knee-high gas cloud from the leak,
which resulted in an emergency evacua-
tion order just minutes before the blast.

“I heard it like just about everyone
else,” Howard County Judge Mark Barr
said. “It sounded like a bus hit the out-
side of my house. I ran outside and saw
what was happening and immediately
called the county emergency coordina-
tor, but he was already quite busy at the
time.”

“It was extremely scary. You shook
you were so scared,” said Laura
McEwen, the wife of Big Spring Mayor
Russ McEwen who lives about two miles
from the refinery. “Our walls shook. It
jolted your bed. It was like an earth-
quake.”

Within minutes, fire erupted in sever-
al sections of the refinery, sending an
enormous column of black smoke miles
into the sky.
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injuries were reported as of 11 a.m. One
refinery worker was airlifted to a
Lubbock hospital with undisclosed
injuries because of burns, while three
others were transported to Scenic
Mountain Medical.

One of the injured was a motorist
whose vehicle was hit by debris while
traveling next to the refinery on
Interstate 20.

All other refinery employees and con-
tractors were accounted for, officials
said.

Emergency units from across Howard
County and the Permian Basin respond-
ed to the scene. Firefighters from Big
Spring, Howard County Volunteers and
other communities were assisting
Alon’s firefighters battle the blaze,
which was still raging at noon today.

Smoke from the fire appeared to be
dissipating around noon and officials
were quick to reassure jittery residents.

“I want to assure the public that they
are in no eminent danger,” Mayor
McEwen said. “Judge Barr and I are
asking people to just stay home and let
the emergency personnel handle the sit-
uation.”

“What you can see from your home is

See EXPLOSION, Page 3A

“It was extremely scary. You shook
you were so scared. Our walls
shook. It jolted your bed. It was like
an earthquake.”

—Laura McEwen

“I heard it like just about everyone
else. It sounded like a bus hit the
outside of my house. | ran outside
and saw what was happening and
immediately called the county
emergency coordinatot...”

—Judge Mark Barr

“Alon officials are very confident
they are getting things under con-
trol. As good as you can feel about
something like this, they feel good
about things.”

—Mayor Russ McEwen
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Obituaries

Silas T. ‘Si’ Cheatheam Jr.

Silas T. “Si” Cheatheam Jr., 88, of Big
y Spring died Friday, Feb. 15, 2008, at
. ol Scenic Mountain Medical Center.
Graveside services will be at 11 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2008, at Trinity
Memorial Park with the Rev. Mike
i Couch officiating. The family will
receive friends from 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.
Monday at Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

Si was born March 9, 1919, in
Childress County to Virginia and Silas Cheatheam Sr.
He began work in Civil Service before World War II,
working in Panama. Si served in the Army Air Corps
during World War II. After the war, he resumed his
work at Panama. Si was later at Amarillo Air Force
Base and transferred to Webb Air Force Base where he
was an aircraft repair shop foreman until the base
closed in 1978. He had lived in Big Spring for more
than 50 years and was a member of the First Baptist
Church and the Masonic Lodge. Si married Frances
Ann Ivey June 27, 1944, in Beaumont.

He is survived by his wife, Ann, of Big Spring; two
grandchildren, Tawnya Cheatheam of Seoul, Korea,
and John Ryan Miller of El Paso; one sister, Virginia
Spain of Lubbock; a number of nieces and nephews;
and very special friends, Daniel and Alvina Arguello
and their family of Big Spring.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death
by his son, Silas Terry Cheatheam III, and his daugh-
ter, Cindy Lee Miller.

The family suggests memorials to Gideons
International, Big Spring Camp No. U42060, P.O. Box
133, Big Spring 79791-0133.

The family wishes to express its appreciation to the
staff of Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez State Veterans Home and
Scenic Mountain Medical Center for their care and
kindness, and a special thanks to Dr. Kuprianowicz.
Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.
Paid obituary

Juan Jose ‘Big Joe’ Rodriguez

Juan Jose “Big Joe” Rodriguez, 56, of Big Spring died
Saturday, Feb. 16, 2008, at his residence.
Funeral mass will be at 10 a.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 19, 2008, at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church with burial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park. Vigil services will be at
7 p.m. Monday at Myers & Smith
Chapel.

1 He was born Dec. 17, 1951, in Willacy
| County to Bernarda and Jose Rodriguez.
| He was born and grew up on the King

e Ranch. He married Gloria Martinez
April 1, 1974, in Howard County. He was a backhoe
operator, having worked at Caldwell Electric and then
at Earthco. He had been a resident of Big Spring for
more than 40 years and was a member of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church.

He is survived by his wife, Gloria Rodriguez of Big
Spring; two daughters, Joanne Payen and her hus-
band, Javier, and Bridgette Rodriguez, all of Big
Spring; one son, Johnny Joe Rodriguez of Big Spring;
five grandchildren, Allison Payen, Javier Payen Jr.,
Aiden Payen, Kayleigh Rodriguez and Jonathan
Rodriguez; five brothers, Ray Valencia Sr., Oscar
Valencia, Steven Valencia and Ernest “Neto”
Valencia, all of Big Spring, and Sabino Valencia Jr. of
Lubbock; and seven sisters, Nellie Flores of Phoenix,
Ariz., Lupe Yanez of Lamesa, Antonia Lara of San
Antonio, Irene Garfias of Houston, Mary Elma
Saldivar of Midland, Mary Elva Talamantez of Odessa
and Alice Badillo of Arlington.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death
by three brothers, Arturo, Adam and Alex; and one
grandson, Michael “Mikey” Rodriguez.

Pallbearers will be Chris Ross, Adam Valencia Jr.,
Eric Padilla, Luis Nava, Andrew Martinez, Nick
Valencia and Joseph Badillo.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.
Paid obituary
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Petra Escanuelas

Petra Escanuelas, 73, of Odessa, formerly of Big
Spring, died Saturday, Feb. 16, 2008, in Odessa.
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Sam J. Froman

Sam J. Froman, 72, of Big Spring died Monday, Feb.
18, 2008, in a local nursing home. His services are
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 a.m.
today:

« JAVIER RAMIREZ, 26, of Arkansas, was arrested
Saturday on a charge of failure to identify - giving
false information.

« JESUS OROZCO ORTIZ, 21, of Mexico, was arrest-
ed Saturday and held for immigration.

« GENE HERNANDEZ, 28, of 1502 Bluebird, was
arrested Saturday on charges of evading arrest, unau-
thorized use of a motor vehicle, traffic accident involv-
ing damage to a vehicle, four local warrants and one
local capias warrant.

* CHRISTOVAL MORENO, 48, of 1700 S. Lancaster,
was arrested Sunday on a charge of burglary of a
building.

 GERALD MIRELES, 39, of 1903 Morrison, was
arrested Sunday on a local warrant and four local
capias warrants.

« MARSHA BURCIAGA, 35, of 412 Edwards, was
arrested Sunday on a charge of public intoxication.

e UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE
was reported in the 1000 block of Main Street.

e THEFT was reported:

- in the 400 block of Fourth Street.

- in the 1200 block of 11th Place.

« FAILURE TO IDENTIFY AS A FUGITIVE FROM
JUSTICE - GIVING FALSE INFORMATION was
reported in the 300 block of Birdwell Lane.

« EVADING ARREST/DETENTION was reported in
the 400 block of Fourth Street.

« DEADLY CONDUCT DISCHARGE OF A
FIREARM was reported in the 4200 block of Theo.

e CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:

- in the 700 block of Colgate.

- in the 700 block of Birdwell Lane.

Weather

Tonight — Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s.
Southeast winds around 10 mph.

Tuesday — Sunny. Highs in the upper 60s. South
winds 10 to 20 mph.

Tuesday night — Mostly clear. Not as cool. Lows in
the upper 40s. South winds 10 to 15 mph.

Wednesday — Sunny. Highs in the upper 60s. South
winds 10 to 15 mph.

' Would you give

Bulletin Board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

e Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

e Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets in the First Christian Church of Big Spring,
911 Goliad. A different program is offered every
week. Enter through the south side door off 10th
Street. Call 213-1342 for more information. Weigh-in
starts at 5 p.m.; meetings begin at 5:30 p.m.

¢ Evening Lions Club meets at 6:45 p.m. at Dragon
China Buffett.

¢ DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 p.m.
at 610 Abrams St.

e Christian Singles Fellowship meets from 7 p.m.
until 9 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
Youth Hall. All singles in the community are invited
for an evening of fellowship, food and table games.

¢ Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY

¢ Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

¢ Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in the
high school band hall. All band parents are invited
to attend.

Lottery

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Saturday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 9-14-26-27-28-53

Number matching six of six: None.

Estimated jackpot for Wednesday night drawing: $26
million.

[ X N J

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Saturday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 9-10-12-28-32

Number matching five of five: 2.

Prize per winner: $13,848.

Winning tickets sold in: Edinburg and Mineral Wells

Next Cash 5 drawing: Tonight.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Saturday night,
in order: 6-4-7-0. Sum It Up: 17.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday night,
in order: 3-9-6. Sum It Up: 18.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Saturday after-
noon, in order: 9-5-1-0. Sum It Up: 15.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday after-
noon, in order: 2-9-8. Sum It Up: 19.
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TAKE NOTE

* Big Spring Symphony
Chorus rehearsals begin
Tuesday for “The Best of
Broadway” concert fea-
turing Renay Peters
Jobert and David
Corman. Songs will be
from “Fiddler on the
Roof,” “Oklahoma,”
“Wizard of 0Oz,” “West
Side Story,” My Fair
lady” and many others.
Rehearsals will run from
7 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. in the
choral rehearsal room at
the First United
Methodist Church in Big
Spring. Enter from the
alley way. Everyone is
welcome.

* Area voters are invit-
ed to meet the local
Republican candidates
Tuesday from 4:30 p.m.
until 6 p.m. at Places &
Pleasures Travel Agency,
located at 222 S. Main
Street in downtown Big
Spring. For more infor-
mation, contact Melanie
at 267-7387.

e The History of Black
History, a program to cel-
ebrate Black History
Month, will be held at 6
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 21, in
the Big Spring High
School Auditorium. Some
30 students and communi-
ty members will be per-
forming through song,
dance, pantomime and
more. Admission is free.

e A fund has been estab-
lished to help pay expens-
es for Sean Bailey, 25,
who was injured in an
oilfield accident Jan. 28.
He and his wife are
Tressa are currently in
Lubbock, where Sean is
hospitalized. Donations
can be made at Citizens
Federal Credit Union to
account 930442 to help

with expenses. Please
keep them in your
prayers.

e Cross stitchers are
needed to complete one or
more blocks of this year’s
Howard County Fair
quilt. All supplies are pro-
vided. Blocks may be
picked up from Posey
Cotton Office, 601 Scurry,
Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to noon. For
information, call 263-1267
or 263-4980. This year’s
quilt theme is
“Wildflowers of Texas.”
All proceeds from the sale
of tickets for the quilt are
used to defray the expens-
es of the Fair. The quilt
will be awarded the last
night of the fair.

e Pediatric flu vaccina-
tions for children ages 6
months to 35 months are
now available at the
Texas Department of
State Health Services
clinic in College Park
Shopping Center. Cost is
$10, although no one will
be turned away for inabil-
ity to pay. For more infor-
mation, call 263-9775.

e St. Mary’s and friends
of St. Mary’s are holding
a lap blanket drive to
place approximately 400
lap blankets in the hands
of every nursing home
patient in Big Spring.
Blankets can be taken to
the church office, 1001
Goliad, between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday
or call Connie Fowler at
267-2713.

A Dbeginning crochet
class is being held at 6
p.m. Wednesday in the
church’s Parish Hall.

. All creatures
Sanctuary and Rescue
has an account set up
with Big Spring Salvage
at 3608 N. Hwy. 87 for all
types of metals and alu-
minum cans. Please tell
them that your donations

4 are for All Creatures

Sanctuary and Rescue.
All Creatures Sanctuary
and Rescue is also still

taking weight circles off
of all Purina brand dog
foods. Send your Purina
Weight Circles, to A.C.S.
& R. at P.0, 871, Coahoma
79511. All  Creatures
Sanctuary and Rescue is
still accepting old and
used cell phones and ink
jet cartridges, for drop off
locations in Big Spring
and Coahoma, Call
Melanie at 267-7387.

e Christ Community
Fellowship is collecting
infant car seats and carri-
ers. These are given to
new mothers who cannot
afford them. To donate
your old or new car seats
and carriers, call Karen
Allen at 263-3517 or leave
a message at Christ
Community Fellowship,
263-love. All donations
are appreciated.

e Road to Recovery,
sponsored by the
American Cancer Society,
seeks volunteers to drive
cancer patients to treat-
ment in Midland. This
requires just a few hours
commitment each month.
To volunteer, or to
request a ride for treat-
ment, call Nancy Koger at
267-7809.

e New Life Ministries
Church of God In Christ
is holding a soup kitchen
every second and fourth
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The
meal is free. Call 264-0771
for more information.

e The Pet Patrol helps
locate lost pets and own-
ers of found pets. To vol-
unteer or for more infor-
mation, call Melanie
Gambrell at 267-PETS
(7387).

. Legal Aid of
Northwest  Texas is
accepting appointments
from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m.
the first and third
Wednesday of each
month. Individuals seek-
ing legal advice for mat-
ters concerning family
law, divorce, custody and
child support issues,
social security cases,
employment and housing
may contact the office to
schedule an appointment.
Criminal cases are not
accepted. Anyone recent-
ly served with legal docu-
ments should call the
office immediately at 800-
926-5630 or 432-686-0647.

e Big Spring and sur-
rounding counties are in
critical need of foster
families. Foster parents
are the caretakers for the
children in the communi-
ty who have been abused
or neglected. For more
information on becoming
foster parents or adoptive
families, call the
Children’s Protective
Services office at 263-9669.

612 S. Gregg
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Sales tax revenue up slightly

By BILL MCCLELLAN
News Editor

February’s sales tax rev-
enues for the city of Big
Spring were up — if only
marginally — compared
to a year ago, according to
the State Comptroller’s
office.

Big Spring received
$553,457.91, this month, a
scant 1.63 percent

increase when compared
to the $544,549.05 taken in
for February 2007. For the
year, Big Spring has
received $935,318.71, up
2.22 percent compared to
a year ago.

Coahoma, which wit-
nessed a 22.2 percent
jump last might, experi-
enced a turnaround in
February. Coahoma took
in $8,662.46 this month
compared to $11,770.16 a
year ago. That’s a decline
of 26.4 percent. For the
year, Coahoma has col-
lected $16,662.82, down
9.03 percent.

Forsan continued to
have a decline in rev-
enues. Last month, the
city incurred a decline of
18.02 percent; this month,

revenues fell short by
18.42 percent. Forsan
received $6,462.19 in
February, compared to
$7,922.03 a year ago. For
the 2008, Forsan has
received $11,877.70, down
18.24 percent.

Abilene witnessed an
8.21 percent increase
when comparing the
$3,894,609.32 the Key City
received this month to the
$3,598,943.15 taken in last
February. For the year,
Abilene has received
$6,384,788.34, up 4.91 per-
cent.

Andrews, hampered
with a 15.13 percent
downturn in January, got
better results this month.
Revenues were up 9.76
percent, comparing
February 2008 revenues of
$321,172.08 to February
2007 revenues of
$292,592.29. For the year,
Andrews has received
$549,178.34, down 2.15 per-
cent.

Colorado City took in
$62,327.39 this month, a
2.66 percent increase
when compared to the
$60,710.06 received in

February 2007. This year,
Colorado City has
received $102,103.30, up
2.76 percent.

Fort Stockton enjoyed a
58.75 percent increase in
revenues, comparing this
February’s receipts of
$311,418.27 to the
$196,158.57 collected last
February. For the year,
Fort Stockton has
received $496,022.57, up
43.2 percent.

Lamesa received
$139,652.82 this month
compared to $126,514.34 a
year ago. That’s an
increase of 10.38 percent.
For 2008, Lamesa has
taken in $232,860.62, up
14.26 percent.

Lubbock in
$5,385,413.81 this
February compared to
$5,086,971.52 in February
2007, an increase of 5.86
percent. Over the first
two months of the new
year, Lubbock has
received $8,856,499.21, an
increase of 2.67 percent.

Midland collected
$3,710,804.95 for February
2008. That’s 1.84 percent
more than the

took

EXPLOSION

Continued from Page 1A

what you can see at the
refinery — a lot of black
smoke,” Barr added.

Big Spring Police and
Howard County Sheriff’s
Office personnel, Along
with auxiliary volunteers,
had cordoned off roads
leading into and from the
refinery. Officials said
Interstate 20 traffic had
been rerouted from
Highway 350 to Salem
Road.

“All emergency
response plans are in
effect now,” McEwen

said. “We are working
with a team from Alon by
the minute, literally.”

McEwen said personnel
appeared to be getting a
handle on the emergency.

“Alon officials are very
confident they are getting
things under control,” he
said. “As good as you can
feel about something like
this, they feel good about
things.”

Fearing for the safety of
students, Big Spring
Independent School
District officials ordered
dismissal of classes from
Washington and Moss ele-
mentaries, the two cam-
puses closest to the refin-
ery, at about 8:50 a.m.
Soon after, they dis-
missed classes at all other
campuses, Assistant
Superintendent Carie
Dunnam said.

Several sporting events
scheduled for today
involving BSISD teams
have been postponed,
Dunnam added.

Citing safety concerns,
Howard College officials
also decided to suspend
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receive a new one

classes this morning.

After consultations,
Coahoma ISD officials
decided to continue class-
es today, Administration
Secretary Judy Dobbs
said.

Several traffic accidents
blamed on “rubber-neck-
ing” motorists also were
reported this morning,
although no major
injuries were reported.
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v Virtually eliminates feedback, no more

annoying buzzing.

v Manages noise so hearing,
comfort and quality are enhanced.
v Adapts to changing environments;

As sounds change, so does the hearing

instrument.

v Improves speech intelligibility in noise;
Instantly reacts and responds automati-
cally; no manual adjustments needed.

U.S. Congressman
Randy Neugebauer and
State Rep. Joe Heflin
arrived in Big Spring this
morning to assess the sit-
uation, officials said.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.
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$3,643,614.99 collected in
February 2007. For the
year, the Tall City has col-
lected $6,345,089.91, up
3.83 percent.

Monahans brought in
$145,799.45 this month, an
0.27 percent decrease
when compared to the
$146,202.24 received in
February 2007. For the
year, Monahans has
taken in $258,180.07, up
3.55 percent.

Odessa enjoyed a 10.36
percent upswing in rev-
enues, comparing the
$2,593,630.85 received this
month to the $2,349,977.30
collected last February.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Shirley Slate, 61, died
Thursday. Funeral
Services will be at 2 p.m.
Tuesday at Myers &
Smith Chapel with bur-
ial at Mt. Olive Memorial
Park. The family will
receive friends from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m. Tuesday

at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.
Silas T. "Si"

Cheatheam, Jr., 88, died
Friday. Graveside servic-
es will be at 11 a.m.
Tuesday at Trinity
Memorial Park. The fam-
ily will receive friends
from 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.
Monday at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.
Juan Jose "Big Joe"

Rodriguez, 56, died
Saturday. Funeral Mass
will be at 10 a.m.

Tuesday at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church with
burial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park. Vigil
Services will be at 7 p.m.
Monday at Myers &

Smith Chapel.
Petra "Patsy"
Escanuelas, 73, died

Saturday. Services are
pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
Dpeople peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Bill McClellan
News Editor

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

OTHER VIEWS
Recognizing
the importance
of food stamps

EB’s tagline, “Here Everything’s Better,”

applies to much more than just groceries.

The San Antonio-based supermarket was

recently awarded the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Golden Grocer Award, for outstanding
achievement in meeting the needs of its low-income
customers.

I nominated HEB for the award, and
HEB was selected, for its long-standing
commitment to addressing hunger, pro- |
viding nutrition education to customers, | &
and helping people apply for food stamps |
in partnership with the Texas Health
and Human Services Commission.

Like HEB, food stamps are a vital part
of Texas communities. In fact, statewide,
one in four Texas children participates
in the Food Stamps Program. According
to the Agriculture Department, roughly
half of all Americans will rely on food
stamps at some point in their lives when they fall on
hard times. For 30 years the Food Stamp Program has
been so successful in preventing hunger and improv-
ing nutrition that the National Journal recently
acclaimed it as “a government reform that worked.”

Unfortunately, due to cuts in 1996, the purchasing
power of food stamps has eroded. Food stamp recipi-
ents now get just $1 per meal per day, which increas-
es the risk of families running out of food before the
end of the month or forces them to buy cheaper, less
healthy food.

Cuts to the Food Stamp Program are even more
crippling when you consider that the Agriculture
Department estimates that 16 percent of Texas fami-
lies — more than 3 million Texans — are either hun-
gry or at risk for hunger. Texas has the second-high-
est rate of families at risk for hunger in the nation.

This is not just an individual problem, it is a state
problem. Hunger costs the state more than $9 billion
a year in charity, treatment of diet-related illnesses
and lower economic productivity.

Fortunately, Congress has been debating and will
soon finalize a proposal to potentially strengthen the
Food Stamp Program.

There is virtual consensus on the need to improve
the Food Stamp Program. The proposals include
many key nutrition provisions that will help the mil-
lions of needy Texans at risk for hunger. The pro-
posals improve the value of food stamp benefits,
improve outdated asset limits, help families with
high child care costs, improve benefits to the elderly
and disabled and provide new funding for food
banks.

What is now being debated is whether to make
these changes to the Food Stamps Program tempo-
rary (five years) or permanent. It is important that
these nutrition improvements be permanent and that
we have enough money to fund them.

The final proposal should also adopt low-cost pro-
gram improvements, including crucial provisions
that would simplify overly harsh and complicated
time limits on unemployed childless workers, and
require states to justify the cost-benefit of finger-
printing food stamp applicants.

HEB recognizes the importance of food stamps.
Let’s hope that Congress does too.

CARLOS
URESTI

State Sen. Carlos I. Uresti is a Democrat representing
constituents in State Senate District 19.
Copyright 2008 by the Texas Lone Star Forum.

How To ConTtAcT Us

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer
several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

* By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

Wish the Dems luck with Iraq

fter thinking it over, I've

come to the conclusion

that there’s no way we

can get out of Iraq. It
would be nice and all but the
more I look at the plans put for-
ward by the
Democratic presiden-
tial candidates the
less I see. They're
hardly more realistic
than the rosy scenar-
ios sold to us by the
Republicans who got
us into this mess.

Take, for example,
Hillary Clinton’s
plan. She’s for with-
drawing rapidly but
keeping a residual
force in place to fight terrorists,
protect the Kurds, fend off Iran
and give the Iraq military a hand.

That’s quite a lot, admittedly,
but as “New York Times” corre-
spondent Michael Gordon pointed
out the other day, it doesn’t go
very far toward protecting the
Iraqi people from insurgent vio-
lence, a key element in counter-
insurgency strategy. To protect
the people, Hillary says, would
involve us in a civil war. Her
words: “This is an Iraqi problem,
we cannot save the Iraqis from
themselves.”

Perhaps not, but are we really
prepared to stand safe in our Iraq
bases while the civilian population
outside is slaughtered en masse in
a war that is essentially of our
creation? It’s bad enough we avert
our eyes from far-away Darfur;
have we really the stomach to
ignore a genocide occurring in
plain sight?

DONALD
KauL

That doesn’t sound like any
America I'm familiar with.

Then there’s Barak Obama’s
blueprint, which calls for a with-
drawal of troops within 16 months
of his taking office, leaving behind
only counter-terrorism units to
prevent terrorists from setting up
shop to attack us. He has said,
however, he’d be willing to send
troops back in as part of an inter-
national force to stop a genocide.

That sounds good too, but as
Gordon, a master of the inconve-
nient truth tells us, it will be a lot
more difficult and dangerous fight-
ing our way back into a civil war
from the outside than what we’re
doing now. According to one
expert: “When you go over the
roads you are going to come
across IEDs because you did not
spend the last few months
patrolling the streets to know
where they are planted. You are
going to run into ambushes
because you don’t have any local
informants working with you,
because they will be the first ones
targeted in the opening weeks of
genocide.”

Not good.

So we move on to John Edwards
plan, which was a variation of the
other two — with a 10-month time-
frame — and shared the same
drawbacks. Edwards, however,
argued that only a withdrawal of
our combat troops will encourage
competing Iraqi leaders to recon-
cile their differences and forge a
unity government. Yes, unless —
as seems far more likely — they
start choosing up sides in order to
prevail in a sectarian bloodbath.

Nor will the damage be limited

>

to the Iraqi people. I recently
heard Ali Adeeb, a native of Iraq
who spent three years as Baghdad
news editor for “The New York
Times.” He thinks abandoning
Iraqg now would be an unmitigated
disaster, a much worse blow to
our international standing than
Vietnam was.

Without the United States serv-
ing as a buffer between the Shia
and Sunni factions, civil war is
sure to break out, offering an
opportunity for al Qaida to
become dominant there.

The south of Iraq would fall
under the direct influence of Iran
and Saudi Arabia and might very
well fragment. The stability of the
entire Middle East would be put at
risk.

Did I mention 0il? I know it’s
not fashionable to think that con-
trol of natural resources is a valid
reason for war (truth, justice and
democracy are so much more
appealing) but the fact is our econ-
omy runs on oil. Chaos in the
Middle East would not be good for
our economy or anyone else’s,
except perhaps Venezuela and
Russia.

So you see, we simply cannot
afford to get out of Iraq.

On the other hand, we can’t
afford to stay there either.

Thanks, Mr. Bush.

Donald Kaul is a two-time
Pulitzer Prize-losing Washington
correspondent who, by his own
account, is right more than he’s
wrong. E-mailhim at dkaull@veri-
zon.net.
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FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson

Even when we don’t want to say “no” to the world please
help us, Lord, it could be the best action we could ever take.
Amen
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- GEORGE W. BUSH

President STATE BIG SPRING

The White House GOVERNMENT CITY COUNCIL

Washington, D.C. 20500 « RICK PERRY Russ McEwWEN, MAYOR —
Governor Home: 263-0907; Work (Russ

« KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

+ JOE HEFLIN

State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910

Austin, 78768

Phone: (432) 213-2897

* JOHN CORNYN

U.S. Senator

517 Hart Office Building
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Phone: 202-224-2934
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Austin, 78711

Phone: (512) 463-2000
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State Senator
Texas 31st District
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Grill): 267-7121.

(VAMC): 263-7361.

401 Austin, Suite 101

Phone: (432) 268-9909

McEwen Insurance): 267-

GREG BippiIsoN — Home:
267-6009; Work (Greg’s

MaANUEL RAMIREZ JR. —
Home: 268-9692; Work

STEPHANIE HORTON —
Home: 264-0306; Work (VA
Medical Center): 263-7361..

JOANN StAULCUP — Home:
263-4980.

GLORIA McDoONALD —
Home: 263-4835. Work: 267-
7121.

TroYy TOMPKINS — Home:
267-8769. Work: 263-0180.

HOWARD COUNTY
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— Home and Office: (432)
517-0707.

Emma BROWN — Home:
267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-
0724; Work (Jerry's Barbers):

267-5471.

BiLL CROOKER — Home:
263-2566.

GARY SIMER — Home: 263-
0260.

Time’s up — Bring the Guard home

uess what, Mr.

President? Your authori-

ty to keep state National

Guard troops in Iraq has
expired. So says a new bill intro-
duced this week to the Vermont
Legislature by Rep.
Michael Fisher and
Sen. Peter Shumlin.
It is supported by 30
of their colleagues.

“It is clear that the
mission that
Congress authorized
no longer exists,”
said Fisher. “Unless
Congress grants a
new authorization,
the Vermont Guard
should revert back to
state control.” The
Vermont bill states:

The Authorization
for the Use of
Military Force of
October 16th, 2002,
having expired, the
General Assembly
declares that all mem-
bers of the Vermont
National Guard
should be promptly
and expeditiously
withdrawn from Iraq,
subject only to the
conditions of time and manner
specifically required to assure
their safety and well-being during
removal operations ... The
General Assembly calls on the
Governor of Vermont to take
prompt steps as the Commander-
in-Chief of the Vermont National
Guard to effectuate these purpos-
es.

The Guard is the mainstay of
America’s national defense, and as
with other American institutions,
the Guard’s duties are split
between the states and the federal
government. Unless called into
national service, each unit and
each individual member of the
Guard remains in the service of
their respective states.

o

BEN
MANSKI

Five years ago, George W. Bush
called the Guard into national ser-
vice pursuant to the 2002
Authorization to Use Military
Force (AUMF) against Iraq. Passed
by Congress in its rush to war, it
established a two-fold limited mis-
sion: First, the removal of Saddam
Hussein from power; second,
enforcement of preceding United
Nations Security Council resolu-
tions regarding the elimination of
alleged Iraqi WMDs and ballistic
missiles. The Vermont bill recog-
nizes that those mission objectives
are complete and that the national
service of the Vermont Guard is
over; the bill recalls the Guard to
state control.

And Vermont is not alone.
Minnesota, New Hampshire,
Pennsylvania and Rhode Island
lawmakers plan to sponsor similar
legislation. And legislators in sev-
eral other states, including
Maryland, Maine and Wisconsin,
have openly declared that they are
considering following suit.

This latest chapter in Democracy
vs. Empire illustrates one of the
most significant and perhaps most
underreported aspects of the
tragedy of the occupation of Iraq:
The wisdom of the American peo-
ple. For a public that has all but
given up hope for congressional
action to end the war, this new
state-based legal approach takes
advantage of a surge of another
kind.

In the run up to the ill-fated
March 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq,
nearly 200 municipalities passed
symbolic resolutions stating the
reasons that the United States
should not invade: The war would
be too costly; the wrong priority
for federal funds (better spent in
our crumbling communities); and
would be fought after rushed U.N.
weapons inspectors found insuffi-
cient evidence of WMDs, would be
fought unilaterally, not multilater-
ally; and above all, the potential
for devastating and unnecessary

loss of life on all sides was great.

Unfortunately, the wisdom from
Main Street U.S.A. proved vastly
better than the “intelligence” prop-
agated by 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue. In these last five years of
occupation, we have seen esti-
mates of the war’s cost rise to
between $500 billion and $3.5 tril-
lion, depending on the source.
Four thousand U.S. soldiers and
over half a million innocent Iraqi
civilians — men, women and chil-
dren — have lost their lives; hun-
dreds of thousands of others have
been seriously wounded. Iraq no
longer exists as an independent or
intact nation.

In the face of this war toll, world
and domestic public opinion have
turned sharply against both the
foolish presidency and the coward-
ly Congress. Over 300 cities,
towns, counties and states have
expressed opposition to continuing
the war. Fully half of the U.S. pop-
ulation either voted in popular ref-
erenda for withdrawal from Iraq,
or are represented by elected offi-
cials who did. Now, with the
Vermont legislation, the public’s
wisdom may become a reality.
Legislators who passed anti-war
resolutions can now cast votes
recalling the Guard from Iraq.
Vermont has led the way. And
many other states have been quick
to follow.

Mr. President, your time is up.
Your authority is over. The people
have said their piece. Now they
are beginning to bring home the
women and men of the National
Guard.

Karen Dolan is a fellow at the
Institute for Policy Studies in
Washington, D.C., and a contribu-
tor to Foreign Policy In Focus. Ben
Manski is a Wisconsin attorney
and the executive director of the
Liberty Tree Foundation for the
Democratic Revolution.
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" Early voting for March primaries begins Tuesday

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Local election officials are
getting their democratic motors
revved, as early voting in this
year’s political party primaries
is set to get under way Tuesday
at the Howard County
Courthouse.

With early voting polls for
both the Republican and
Democratic parties located on
the third floor of the court-
house, Howard County
Elections Administrator
Saundra Bloom said she and
her staff are preparing for
annual balloting.

“We strive to meet the needs
of the voters whenever it’s pos-
sible and want to encourage
every registered voter to cast
their ballots,” said Bloom. “If
you have questions, please
don’t hesitate to ask. The poll
workers and staff is here to
help the voters of Howard
County in any way they can.”

Bloom said early voting in the
Republican and Democratic pri-
maries is set to begin Tuesday
and continue through Feb. 29.

“The early voting polls will be
located in the elections office,
which is on the third floor of
the courthouse,” said Bloom.
“They will be open from 8 a.m.
until 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. We’ll have extended-
hour voting Feb. 26 and 28,
when the polls will be open
until 7 p.m. We’ve had a lot of
success with these hours in the
past because a lot of people
have to work until after 5 p.m.,
and don’t have the opportunity
to cast their ballots early.

“It’s very important to
remember you can vote in
either the Republican primary
or the Democratic primary, but
you can not vote in both,” she
added. “The primaries act as a
nominating process to decide
who will be on the ballot in the
November election. However,
you don’t have to vote in the

VOTE

primaries to be eligible to vote
in the November election.”

Bloom said anyone with ques-
tions regarding the election can
contact her office at 264-2273 for
more information.

One of the most anticipated
contests in Howard County will
be the race for sheriff.

Sheriff Dale Walker filed to
run for re-election on the
Republican ticket, bringing his
eight-year run with the
Democratic party to a close.
Walker will face Gary Morgan

and Stan Parker in the March
contest, with former HCSO
deputy Pat Carter the lone can-
didate on the Democratic tick-
et.

In the race for the Precinct 3
seat on the commissioner’s
court, nearly a half-dozen hope-
fuls have thrown their hats into
the ring. Dick Dubose, who ran
for the seat four years ago, is
the lone Democratic candidate,
automatically earning him a
place on the November ballot.
However, Steve Gray, Winston
Paschal Odom, Jimmie Wayne
Long and Fred Green will have
to duke it out in March in
hopes of winning the
Republican nomination.

Incumbent William Crooker
announced in late 2007 he
would not seek re-election.

Edwin O. Ware will be able to
quietly cruise through the pri-
maries as the lone Republican
candidate seeking the Precinct
1 seat on the commissioner’s
court, while incumbent Emma

Brown and challenger Yolanda
Mendoza will try to win the
Democratic nomination. Brown
defeated Mendoza in her last
bid for re-election approximate-
ly four years ago.

Howard County Constable Bill
Holden will run for re-election
on the Democratic ticket, and
while he failed to draw a party
opponent, Kneel B. Stallings
has filed to challenge on the
Republican card, forcing the
contest to a November resolu-
tion.

Also in Howard County con-
tests, County Attorney Mike
Thomas will run for re-election
with the Democratic Party,
drawing his only opponent in
local attorney Joshua Hamby,
who will run on the Republican
ticket, setting up a November
showdown.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by
e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

Martin, Glasscock voters ready to head to polls

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer
Get ready to vote.
That’s the message

going out from the county
clerk’s offices in Martin
and Glasscock counties,
as both prepare to open
early voting polls for the
political party primaries
Tuesday.

Linda Gonzales, deputy
clerk for Martin County,
said she and her team of
election officials are
ready for early voting,
which will run from
Tuesday until Feb. 29.

“We’ve been busy, but I
feel like we’re ready,”
said Gonzales. “We just
got the last of the hand-
books in and everything
is going smoothly. The
polls will be right here in
the county clerk’s office,
located in the Martin
County Courthouse, open
8 a.m. until noon, and 1
p.m. until 5 p.m.”

Voters in Martin
County will have plenty
of races to decide during
the primaries, as several
seats currently up for
grabs have drawn both
Republican and Democrat
candidates.

The race for Martin
County Sheriff has drawn
a trio of candidates, with
John Woodward II and
Teddy H. Smith both run-
ning on the Republican
ticket, and lone Democrat
Jerry Heflin failing to
draw a challenger for the
primaries.

Heflin is expected to
face the winner of the
Woodward/Smith race in
November.

Incumbent Randy
Cozart opted not to run
for re-election.

The race for the
Precinct 1 seat on the
Martin County
Commissioner’s  Court
may very well be decided
in March, as Jesus
“Sonny” Garza will take
on Bruce Jeffcoat in the
Democratic Primary. The
winner of the race is

expected to go unopposed
in November.

The Precinct 3 seat on
the commissioner’s court
managed to draw a trio of
candidates. Morgan Cox
and Jim Smith will
square-off for the
Democratic nomination
for the position, while
Republican candidate
Bobby Holland should
automatically advance to
the November election.

County Attorney James
L. McGilvray and Tax
Assessor-Collector Kathy
Hull, both incumbents,
failed to draw opponents
for the impending elec-
tions, and will be re-elect-
ed by default.

According to Glasscock
County Deputy Clerk
Suzie Hillger, all candi-
dates filing to run in the
primaries signed up to
run on the Republican
ticket, making a local
November contest highly
unlikely.

“It looks like all of our
local races will be decided
when the polls close
March 4,” said Hillger.
“Polls will be open here at
the Glasscock County
Courthouse from 8:30 a.m.
until 4 p.m. from Tuesday
until Feb. 29.”

Glasscock County com-
missioner for Precinct 1,
Jimmy Strube, made it
through the filing period
without drawing a chal-
lenger, and is expected
reach the November bal-
lot uncontested.

Fellow incumbent com-
missioner Marck
Schaefer, who currently
represents Precinct 3,
decided not to run for re-
election this year.
Schaefer’s decision has
drawn Dalem Schwartz
and Gary W. Jones, both
Republican candidates,
into the race, with the
winner of the primary
expected to go unchal-
lenged in November.

Like Strube, County Tax
Collector and Assessor
Nancy Hillger also made

F{ome FHealth
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Your Choice |

27618

714-4510

it out of the filing period
without drawing an oppo-
nent.

Voters in Glasscock
County will, however, be
asked to elect a new sher-
iff, as Royce “Booger”

would not be running for
re-election after nearly 50
years of service.

Keith Burnett and
Kenneth W. Zunker have
both filed with the

Republican party to run

ner expected to go unop-
posed in the November
election.

The office of constable,
currently held by Mark L.
Frysak, will also go
unchallenged in both the

election, as Frysak failed
to draw an opponent.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-

Pruit announced he for sheriff, with the win- primaries and November ald.com
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call Jonathan Hull at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. Email results to:
sports@bigspringherald.com
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IN BRIEF

Crossroads high
school varsity

sports calendar

Due to the explosion
at Alon USA refinary,
Big Spring’s and
Coahoma’s baseball
games scheduled for
today have been post-
poned.

TUESDAY

Big Spring softball
vs. Midland Lee, 5:30
p.m.

Forsan softball vs.
Grape Creek, 4 p.m.

Coahoma softball vs.
Midland High, 7 p.m.

BASKETBALL

PLAYOFFS

Coahoma girls and
boys basketball vs.
Wall at Abilene
Cooper, 6:30 p.m.

Forsan boys basket-
ball vs. Iraan at Angelo
State’s Junell Center
in San Angelo, 5:30
p.m.

Grady girls basket-
ball vs. Whitharral at
Borden County, 5 p.m.

Garden City girls
basketball vs. Sterling

City at Dorothy
Garrett Coliseum, 6
p.m.

Sands boys basket-
ball vs. Ropes at Post, 8
p.m.

THURSDAY

Big Spring softball,
Forsan softball and
Coahoma softball at
West Texas Classic in
Midland in tourna-
ment play through
Feb. 23.

Coahoma baseball at
Sonora Tournament
through Feb. 23.

FRIDAY

Big Spring baseball
at Sweetwater, 6 p.m.

Forsan baseball at
Tahoka, 7 p.m.

Big Spring Girls
Softball registration

held every Saturday

The Big Spring Girls
Softball Association
begins registration for
the 2008 youth softball
season Saturday from
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at
the Big Spring Mall
across from Merle
Norman.

Girls ages 4 to 14 as
of Jan. 1 are eligible to
play.

A Subsequent signup
dates will be held
March 1.

Fee is $45 with a $5
discount for a second
child.

Anyone with ques-
tions can call Rodney
Jones at 213-3750.

Big Spring Country
Club schedules

4-person scramble

The Big Spring
Country Club has
scheduled a 4-person
scramble for Saturday
and Sunday.

Entry fee is $75 per
player, plus golf cart
fees, and includes a
barbecue lunch on the

course both days,
Private carts are wel-
come.

Practice rounds are
available Friday, The
Field will be flighted
by first-round score
and the number of
flights will be deter-
mined by the number
of entries.

Call the Pro Shop at
267-5354 for more infor-
mation or to enter a
team.

King of All Stars: Lebron leads East to win

By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

NEW ORLEANS — Toss some
leftover Mardi Gras beads
toward the East. LeBron James
and his crew earned them.

Outdunking, outpassing and
outperforming their more trum-
peted counterparts from the
Western Conference, the Eastern
Conference All-Stars avenged a
year-old beating with a 134-128
win on Sunday night.

Ray Allen scored 28 points,
making three straight 3-pointers
in the final 3:15, and James
added 27, including a did-he-real-

ly-do-that? dunk in the last
minute to propel the East and
earn MVP honors.

Last year, the West humiliated
the East in a 153-132 rout in Las
Vegas when Kobe Bryant and Co.
rewrote the event’s record books.
However, this time led by Allen’s
14 fourth-quarter points and
James, the East salvaged some
pride and can return to the sea-
son’s second half with bragging
rights.

“They beat up on us pretty bad
last year,” James said. “We did-
n’t want to allow that to happen.
We wanted to win.”

James, who added nine assists

and eight rebounds, was MVP for
the second time in three years.
He also won the honor in 2006,
when the East beat the West in
Houston.

Amare Stoudemire, Brandon
Roy and Carmelo Anthony
scored 18 points apiece to lead
the West, which trailed by 13
entering the fourth quarter
before rallying behind New
Orleans’ own Chris Paul. The
sensational guard’s seventh
assist of the final period set up
Roy’s layup to give the West a
122-119 lead.

But Boston’s Allen, the final
player added to either roster,

knocked down his second 3-
pointer in 48 seconds to tie it
before Paul answered with a 3,
sending the hometown crowd
into a frenzy.

Allen finally missed and James
poked away the ball, and then
came up with the night’s most
stirring moment.

Slashing through the Ilane,
Cleveland’s megastar rose and
dunked over several West
defenders, much like he did in
Game 5 of last year’s Eastern
Conference finals in Detroit
when he scored the Cavaliers’

See NBA, Page 8

Team Penske finishes 1-2 at Daytona

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — One
down, one to go for The Captain.

Roger Penske picked up his
elusive Daytona 500 victory, a $1
million bonus and a new chal-
lenge — pairing the race he just
conquered with the one that
means the most to him.

Ryan Newman gave Penske his
first Daytona 500 victory in 24
years of trying, a frustrating
span for a car owner accustomed
to dominating big events: He’s
won the Indianapolis 500 a
record 14 times.

Now he wants one more.
Matching victories in two of
motorsports’ most sought after
bounties.

“Comparing it to the Indy 500,
as Ryan knows, we’ve been open-
wheel guys and coming down
here has been tough,” Penske
said following Sunday’s victory.
“This has got to go to the top of
the charts here, this win. What
I’'m going to try to do this year is
have them back-to-back, have
one in May, too.

“That’s my real challenge right
now.”

Penske earned his win in a
thriller, with Newman ending an
81l-race winless streak by team-
ing up with Kurt Busch for a
last-lap pass that handed Tony
Stewart yet another Daytona
defeat. The Penske cars ganged
up on the two-time champion,
who made a strategic error that
prevented him from holding off
the charge.

“Kurt was the push from heav-
en that made it all happen,”
Newman said. “Without a doubt,
he could have easily gone three-
wide and split us through the

AP photo/Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press

Ryan Newman drives his Alltel Dodge across the finish line to win the Daytona 500 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series auto

race in Daytona, Fla., Sunday.

center and made one heck of a
mess there. But he chose to be a
teammate, and that was the most
honorable thing that he could
do.”

It gave Penske the win in the
50th running of the Daytona 500,
and when the car owner finally
made it to storied Victory Lane,
he was met by Rick Hendrick,
NASCAR’s most powerful owner.

“I talked to Rick earlier today,
and I said, ‘You’ve been in the
winner’s circle so many times, if
we win will you give me your
hat?” He was the first one down
here. So I thank him,” Penske

"
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AP photo/Alex Brandon

Dallas Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki drives to the basket as New Jersey
Nets guard Jason Kidd (5) defends in the second half of the NBA All-Star
game Sunday in New Orleans. Kidd and Nowitzki will be teammates after
the All-Star break as the Mavs and Nets finally worked out a trade, sending
Kidd and forward Malik Allen to Dallas and Devin Harris, three other players
and two first-round draft picks to New Jersey.

o

said while wearing that very cap.

“We’ve been working here for
many years. Certainly Kurt and
the teamwork was just unbeliev-
able. It’s a big day in our life and
for our whole team.”

The Penske cars were quiet for
199 of the 200 laps, letting Joe
Gibbs Racing stars Stewart and
Kyle Busch race each other in a
battle of Toyotas. With one lap to
go, it appeared Stewart finally
would get his first Daytona 500
win in his 10th try.

Running out front in the high
line, he held off the two Penske
cars as they circled the famed

speedway. But as the Penske
teammates closed in on him,
Stewart didn’t feel safe running
alone without any allies.

At the last second, he dropped
low on the track to line up in
front of Kyle Busch. The JGR
teams had talked all week about
the importance of teamwork, and
Stewart thought he’d need Busch
to make it to the checkered flag.

But the decision backfired in
the blink of an eye.

Stewart couldn’t hook up with
Kyle Busch fast enough, and the

See NASCAR, Page 8

Kidd finally headed
back to Mavericks

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Jason Kidd is head-
ed to the Dallas Mavericks after
all, although in a trade that’s
slightly different than originally
arranged.

The new deal — as reported by
various media outlets Sunday
night, all citing anonymous
sources — has Kidd and forward
Malik Allen going to Dallas for
point guard Devin Harris, center
DeSagana Diop and swingman
Maurice Ager, plus a few new
pieces: retired forward Keith
Van Horn and Trenton Hassell.

New Jersey also will get two
first-round draft picks and $3
million.

Van Horn and Hassell replace
Jerry Stackhouse and Devean
George.

Stackhouse’s presence in the
deal was muddled by plans to get
him back to Dallas — within the
rules, although in a way the
league frowned upon — and
George used his veto power to
block his involvement.

The reconfigured proposal is
expected to be offered for league
approval Monday. If all goes as
planned, Kidd could make his
return to the team that drafted
him when the Mavericks play in
New Orleans on Wednesday
night.

“There’s a lot of talk that the
deal is done,” Kidd said after
Sunday’s All-Star game in New
Orleans, where word of the trade
broke. “I’ve heard that before.
Until I get a call from Rod
(Thorn) or Mark (Cuban), then it
will be official.”

A spokesman for the New
Jersey Nets declined comment at
the game.

If all goes as planned, Kidd will
be back in the Western
Conference by the time the All-
Star break ends.

Kidd spent the first 2-plus sea-
sons of his career in Dallas. The
Mavs drafted him third overall
in 1994 and he was the NBA'’s co-
rookie of the year in ‘94-95. He
was traded to Phoenix in
December 1996, then went from
the Suns to New Jersey prior to
the 2001-02 season. He helped the
Nets reach the NBA finals his
first two seasons, but they
haven’t made a long playoff run
since.

The Mavericks have been
among the NBA’s top teams the
last few years, but have fallen
short of a title. They're trading
Harris’ promising future in
hopes that Kidd, who turns 35
next month, has enough tenacity
and leadership to push them over
the top.
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Continued from Page 7

two Penske cars steam-
rolled past him on the top.

Newman pulled away
for his first win since
New Hampshire in
September 2005, while
Stewart had to settle for
third.

“I don’t think there’s too
many people that would
take the white flag and
like finishing third,” a
dejected Stewart sighed.
“We tried to win the
Daytona 500. That’s all I
can say. I just made the

12:04 PM

wrong decision on the
backstretch.

“My intention was to get
in front of Kyle and pull
Kyle along with us. It’s
hard to explain. It’s prob-
ably one of the most dis-
appointing moments in
my racing career.”

The disappointment was
also evident on Greg
Zipadelli, who starts his
10th season with Stewart
in NASCAR’s longest
active driver-crew chief
pairing.

“We’ve worked all win-
ter, we’ve worked the last
10 years, I've worked my
whole life,” Zipadelli said.
“It’s just the way that it

Page 1 Macintosh HD:Desktop Folder:
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is. There’s a lot of good
people that haven’t won
this race. I'm not going to
get hung up on it. I'm
going to work as hard as I
can, and when it’s done, if
we have our turn, we will.

“It won’t be because we
didn’t work at it.”

The failure was a set-
back for Toyota, which
seemed destined to win
its first points race in
NASCAR’s top series
behind the strength of
JGR.

“There’s no doubt the
Gibbs guys feel dejected
tonight,” Kurt Busch
said.

The Gibbs organization

joined Toyota this season,
giving the manufacturer
instant credibility after
an embarrassing 2007
debut. Based on a strong
month of testing and
Denny Hamlin’s win in
one of Thursday’s qualify-
ing races, the JGR cars
set the stage for an
intense battle with power-
ful Hendrick Motorsports
for the biggest prize in
NASCAR.

But the Hendrick cars
never challenged. Jeff
Gordon dropped out with
mechanical problems,
Casey Mears and Jimmie

NBA

Continued from Page 7

final 25 points

“We had two people on
him,” Paul said. “but that
still wasn’t enough.”

Paul was called for an
offensive foul on the
West’s next trip. Dwyane
Wade hit a layup and
Allen scored to make it
131-125. Roy’s 3-pointer
with 8.7 seconds brought
the West within three, but
Allen made three free
throws to close it out.

The weekend in New
Orleans was about much
more than spectacular
dunks, a game featuring
marginal defense or col-
lecting strings of beads
while strolling down
boozy Bourbon Street.
The NBA came to the Big
Easy hoping to help this
special city continue its
comeback from
Hurricane Katrina, the
effects of which are still
being felt 2? years since
she blasted through.

On Friday, the world’s
biggest basketball names
as well as hundreds of
volunteers fanned out to
all sides of the city to help
refurbish playgrounds,
paint houses and lend a
hand with whatever they
could on a day devoted to
community service.

Many of the players
were moved by the expe-
rience and came away
with a greater sense of
what the area has gone
through and the monu-
mental work that lies
ahead in the Gulf Coast
Region.

“Well, I hope not just
me, but every All-Star
from the East and West
was able to put smiles on
kids and on families
faces,” James said. “I
think we all know what
happened, the devastation

down here and to bring
the NBA All-Star game
here I think it really
uplifted the families down
here. We had a great
time.”

Bryant, who won MVP
honors last year, played
less than 3 minutes so he
could rest his injured
pinkie. The 10-time All-
Star dislocated his finger
earlier this month and
doctors have advised him
to have surgery.

Bryant, though, ener-
gized by the club’s addi-
tion of center Pau Gasol
in a trade, wants to delay
any operation until late
summer. As soon as he
took on the West’s bench,
a trainer wrapped a large
ice pack around his entire
hand, rendering arguably
the league’s top player to
spectator status.

The West could have
used him.

“There’s one player we
really, really missed, and
that was Kobe,” West
coach Byron Scott of New
Orleans said. “Obviously,
Kobe would have loved to
play.”

New Jersey’s dJason
Kidd spent the weekend
wondering whether he
would be going back to
the Nets or changing into
a Dallas jersey. A com-
plex trade, snagged when
Mavericks guard Devean
George blocked the deal,
may have new life.

The clubs still hope to
get a deal done before
Thursday’s deadline.

Players were grooving
even before they hit the
floor.

Introduced under a bal-
cony resembling one in
the city’s historic French
Quarter, several of the
All-Stars danced as a local
brass band filled New
Orleans Arena with the
sounds that exemplify the
area’s laid-back, fun-lov-
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Opening lead — jack of hearts.

Foresight is one of the key traits of
the top-flight player. The ability to
see in advance what may transpire a
few tricks later in the play can make
all the difference in a great many
deals.

Consider this gem from the 1967
Far Eastern championship played in
Manila in the match between Taiwan
and Australia. When a Taiwanese
pair held the North-South cards, they
got to four spades doubled on the
bidding shown. West led the jack of

Famous Hand

©2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

By Steve Becker

hearts, won by South, Patrick Huang,
with the queen. Declarer then played
the ace of spades, on which East
showed out.

Huang realized that if he played a
trump toward the queen at this point,
he could be defeated by West'’s tak-
ing the king and leading a low dia-
mond to East for a killing heart
return. The Australians would thus
score a spade, a diamond, a heart ruff
and, later on, another heart.

Huang saw there was no way he
could avert the impending heart ruff,
but he did find a way to circumvent
the other heart loser. Accordingly, he
cashed the A-K-Q of clubs before
leading a spade toward the queen.

West went up with the king but
found himself in dire straits regard-
less of how he continued. If he
played the ace and another diamond,
he would not get a heart ruff, and
declarer’s only losers would be a
spade, a heart and a diamond.

And if he led a low diamond to
East’s king instead, he would be able
to ruff South’s ace of hearts when
East returned the king, but that
would mark the end of the road for
the defense. Whether West presented
South with a ruff-and-discard by
returning a club, or led a diamond
and converted dummy’s jack into a
trick, Huang was certain to make the
contract.

ing ethos: Laissez Les Bon
Temps Roulez — Let The
Good Times Roll.

The East came out fly-
ing, getting seven dunks
and a layup in the first 5
minutes to take an early
11-point lead before the
West awakened. Paul and
Hornets teammate David
West sparked the West,
which cut it to two before
James, Kidd and Dwight
Howard, whose Superman
routine won him
Saturday’s dunk contest,
put on passing display
like they were playing
pickup Mball in the
schoolyard.

On one possession, Kidd
threw a lob pass to James,
who then bounced it off
the glass for a charging
Howard, who slammed it
in. Both teams were scor-
ing so quickly in the sec-
ond quarter that the p.a.
announcer was having a
hard time keeping up.

“Rasheed Wallace,” he
said before catching a
breath to say, “Carmelo
Anthony.”

The game was missing
one of its biggest stars as
Shaquille O’Neal was not

Johnson both wrecked
and, without any
selected, snapping his

record-tying 14-year run.
Without O’Neal, there
were no comedic
moments like when Shaq
pulled out a giant sneaker
phone or made like a
point guard and dribbled
his way up the court.

Notes: Phoenix will
host next year’s All-Star
game. The event was last
held there in 1995, when
the West won 139-112 and
Sacramento’s Mitch
Richmond was named
MVP. ... Celtics C Kevin
Garnett, the leading vote
getter who missed the
game because of an
abdominal strain, worked
out for coach Doc Rivers
on Sunday. He’s expected
to practice with the club
in Denver on Monday and
could return to action on
Tuesday. “I’'m back to my
old self again,” he said. ...
The East attempted 36 3-
pointers, breaking the
record of 30 set by the
West in 2002. ... Paul’s 14
assists are the most since
Kidd had 14 in 2000. ...
James is the 11th multiple
MVP winner.
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Hendrick help, Dale
Earnhardt Jr. didn’t have
the muscle to hold off the
Gibbs entries.

It allowed Stewart and
Kyle Busch to dominate
the race, only to fade at
the end. Busch, who led a
race-high 86 laps, finished
fourth, while Hamlin was
17th.

“Just frustrating to
come home fourth, but
that’s part of the Daytona
500,” said Kyle Busch,
who joined Gibbs this sea-
son after Hendrick let
him go to sign Earnhardt.

“On the last lap, Stewart
had a chance to go high to
block (Newman) and

(Busch), but they just had +

such a big run, I think he
knew it was going to be a
waste of time.”

The disappointment was
a stark contrast to the
euphoria in the Penske
camp, which finished 1-2
in NASCAR'’s Super Bowl.

“l was very emotional
crossing the line finish-
ing second, because I
know we did something
very special for The
Captain tonight,” said
Busch, the runner-up,
who was near tears when
he visited Victory Lane.
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Announcements

WANTED !!!!

2 Person Teams to Cook
Hot as Hell Chilli Cook Off
Febuary 23rd
Cossacks Clubhouse
for more information contact
Paul George 432-213-3018

Cemetery Lots

SAVE $$$$$$ on monuments/
markers. We deliver to all
cemeteries. Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments.

432-264-7722.
Educational

A BRIGHTER FUTURE!
Train to become an
Electrical Technician!
Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for
those who qualify.

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 212
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!
Train for a new career as a
Medical Assisting,
Medical Office Specializing, or
Dental Assistant!

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 216
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Help Wanted

LVN

with homehealth experience
helpful but not needed to join
our dynamic team of health-
care professionals. We are a
locally owned company who
cares about our clients and our
employees!

* Full Time
* Great Pay
* Vacation
& Sick Time
* PAID
Health Insurance
* 401K
* Great Work
Environment
* Paid Mileage

Please come by
or mail resume to:

Attn: Maxine Roberts

InHome Care, Inc.
1104 Scurry

Big Spring, Tx
79720

6621

STOP LOOKING!
START DOING!

Train for a new career as a
Medical Assistant,
Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for those
who qualify.

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 200
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Help Wanted

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00
p.m. (432)684-5418.
FRONTLINE NATL, EOE,
seeks an LVN for FT work at
the FCI, Big Spring. Credit and
background check required.
Fax resume to 513-528-9675.

LOOKING FOR A JOB?
Apply for these positions today:
Police Officers Cert. & Non
$32,427.20 Cert.-
$29,966.56 Non-Cert.
Test date to be announced
Utility Service Worker
Jailer
Benefits Coordinator
$25,968
We offer EXCELLENT BENE-
FITS including 100% paid Em-

ployee Health Ins.
Inquire to:
Human Resources
City of Big Spring, Texas
Phone: (432)264-2346
Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us
EOE

TRANSMIT MIX CONCRETE

Plant Manager in Big Spring

Responsibilities include:

Manage daily operation of plant, supervise a
crew of drivers, and maintain all plant records
daily. One should have the ability to maintain

effective working relations with customers,

vendors, and company personnel.

Job Requirements:
Concrete production experience
a plus but not required.
Fax resumes to 806-747-6248
Direct all calls to Greg Curlee 806-777-2234
EOE/AA employer 8853

Help Wanted

MUSSLEWHITE
TRUCKING

is accepting
applications for
Yard Manager
Truck Supervisors
Vacuum Truck Drivers
Pump Truck Drivers
Wench Truck Drivers
Hot Oil Drivers
Dispatchers
Mechanics
Competitive Wages
& Benefits
Pick up application at
Texas Work Force
Commission,

501 South Main
Suite 235, Big Spring
Post Office Building

2nd Floor 8608

AMERICAN TRUCK & Equip-
ment Painting is looking for
Sandblasters, Coaters & Paint-
ers. Starting $10.00 -$13.00
per hour. 100% Employer paid
Blue Cross & Blue Sheild In-
surance. Call (432)756-3388 or
apply in person at 3262 East
|-20, Stanton, Tx.

Assistant Manager/Collector
Security Finance is now taking
applications. We offer benefits,
competitive pay, and advance-
ment opportunities. Apply in
person at 501 E. 3rd.

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:

* Sales Position

Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy.,
and pickup an application. No
phone calls please. Must have
a valid TX drivers license and
pass mandatory drug test.

CITY OF Coahoma is looking
for an individual for the
water/wastewater facilities.
Would be helpful if the individ-
ual has experience in opera-
tions, maintenance, heavy ma-
chinery and regulatory compli-
ance. Also must have a CDL or
be willing to get one. Must
have a minimum of a Class D
license for water distribution
and Class D license for waste-
water or must be able to test
within 6 months of employ-
ment. Please come by Coa-
homa City hall at 122 N. 1st or
contact us at (432)394-4287.

NANNY AT $700.00 per week
immediately in Big Spring.
Must love children. Call
678-318-3650.

Help Wanted

COMFORT INN is now hiring
housekeepers starting $6.00
/hr. plus bonus. Desk clerks
also wanted, starting $7.00/ hr.
plus bonus. 2990 East I-20, Big
Spring, Texas, 79720.

li,

OF MIDLAND
Commercial Construction

General Contractor seeking
skilled project superintendents.
Please mail resumes to:
Mid-Tex of Midland, Inc.; 5206
West Wadley; Midland Texas
79707. Resumes may also be
faxed to (432)694-9627.

DON'T SWEAT It! FIRE UP
Your Future. Nationally Accred-
ited 4 wk. HVAC (Heating/AC)
Program. Get EPA/OSHA Cer-
tified. Local Job Placement
Asst. Financing  Available.
877-994-9904.

DUNCAN DISPOSAL - Now
hiring a driver for the Coahoma
area. Need at least a Class B
CDL. Experience Preferred for
a driver's position. Must be
able to pass mandatory DOT
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls
please. The job includes 40+
hours weekly Mon- Fri., with
some Sat. mornings. An hourly
rate with benefits package is
available. Equal Opportunity
Employer. Please Call Arthur
432-770-3966.

Food Service - Great People -
Real Opportunities
SUPERVISORS
3-Day Work Week with Full
Time Pay in Big Spring, TX!
Compass Group, the world’s
largest contract food service
company, is now hiring several
motivated individuals for our
food service operation @ the
Big Spring Correctional Com-
plex. Great career opportunity,
wages for qualified food serv-
ice people start @ $12.50. after
6 months, $14.50. Outstanding
company. Paid benefits, paid
training, supplied uniforms. Un-
limited advancement in a
global company. Food service
background not required. Must
pass drug test, background
check & have a clean or repair-

able credit record.
Opportunity is a call away!
432-263-2366
EOE & AA Employer M/F/D/V

INSERTERS - NEEDED
part-time, approx. 20 hrs per
week. Must be able to work
Saturdays. Apply in person at
The Big Spring Herald, 710
Scurry.

Help Wanted

FUN VALLEY

FAMILY RESORT

South Fork, Colorado
Needs students, young adults,
and retirees for summer em-
ployment. Office, housekeep-
ing, cooks, stores, mainte-
nance, dining room, Kkitchen,
horse wrangler. Stude and
young adults live in dorms, sal-
ary, bonus. Adults must have
their own RV, RV site FHU, sal-
ary. All get 3 meals a day.
Write Personnel Director, 6315
Westover Drive, Granbury, TX
76049 or e-mail

Help Wanted

NEED A job today? Come be a
delivery driver for Domino’s
Pizza. We pay competitive
hourly wages & put cash in
your pocket daily! Working for
the other guys? Bring your ex-
perience over to Domino’s
Pizza and get paid top dollar.
Part time and full time positions
available. Need day hours?
Need night hours? We have all
shifts available. We work with
ALL types of schedules. Apply
now and get hired on the
spot (some restrictions ap-

ply).

rafain@sbcglobal.net or call 2111 Greg Street
1-800-548-1684 EOE, Drug Free environment
HOUSEKEEPING NEEDED NEEDED!

under new supervisor. Bi-lin- Diesel Mechanics

gual okay. Competitive pay and
paid holidays & vacation. Pick
up application at Holiday Inn
Express, 1109 N. Aylesford
Street.

JANITORIAL/ GROUNDS help
needed. Howard/ Mitchell Rest
Areas. Multiple shifts available.
Call (903)757-7244 between
9-4, Monday-Friday to arrange
an interview.

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home
We recognize that our
employees are our greatest
asset, providing flexible
schedules and one of the
most attractive benefits packet:
Currently hiring the
following positions:
*Licensed Vocational Nurses
*Certified Nurses Aides
(Full-time or Part-time)
Activities Assistant
Dietary Dishwasher/Aide
Salary Based On Experience
1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720
(432)268-8387
(432)268-1987 Fax
“Equal Opportunity Employer”

MIAMI BEACH BOUND
No Experience necessary.
F/T Travel.

For 18 to 24 Guys and Gales.
Highly Motivated Sales Teams.
Daily Pay - Return Trip
Guaranteed.
18+, Free to start ASAP.
1-866-350-2220

REGIS HAIR Salon Big Spring
Marketplace, now hiring a full
time Hair Stylist. Benefits in-
clude guaranteed wage or
commission whichever is
greater. Incentive  program,
401K, stock purchase plan,
medical insurance, and ad-
vanced training. All tool sup-
plies furnished except shears.
Call now for an opportunity to
join our team ask for Diane Ar-
siaga, 432-263-1111.

Duties: Light to heavy truck re-
pairs, road calls, maintenance
to shop, own tools are required
We Offer: Full Benefits, ASE
Certifications, Retention Bo-
nus, Tool program
Apply at
704 West I-20
Or fax resume to
432-267-4262

NEEDED!
Lube Techs
Duties  Include: Preventive
Maintenance, Full Tire Service,
Light Mechanical Repair Shop
Maintenance and Part Runs,
Some Knowledge of Truck
Servicing and Valid License.
We Offer: Competitive Pay,
Full Benefits, ASE Certifica-
tions, On The Job Training
Apply at
704 West 1-20
Or fax resume to
432-267-4262
NEEDED!
Truck Service Advisors
Duties: Good Communication
Skills, Knowledge of Comput-

ers, Parts Run Occasionally,
Light Cleaning Duties and
Stocking.

We Offer: Base pay plus com-
mission, Unlimited Earning Po-
tential, Full Benefits, On The
Job Training ASE Certifications
Apply at
704 West 1-20
Or fax resume to
432-267-4262

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

NOW HIRING Bartenders and
Cocktail waitresses. Must be
18. Call the San Franciscan
Bar & Grill at (432)267-1767 or
213-0946.

NOW HIRING experienced re-
tail sales person. Harris Lum-
ber & Hardware 1515 E. FM
700. Full or part time.

TRANSMIT MIK CONCRETE

NEW WAGE SCALE

HIRING MIXER DRIVERS

Class A or B CDL license and a good driving
record required. Starting wage is $13.00 and
$13.50 with Mixer experience.

We offer an excellent benefits package includ-
ing, medical, dental, and 401Kk profit sharing.
Employment will include a 40 hour wage

TRANSMIT MIK CONCRETE

OPENING FOR MECHANIC
605 NORTH BENTON
BIG SPRING, TEXAS

Applicant must be able to assist lead mechanic
in performing repairs and maintenance on diesel
equipment.

Potential employees need a good driving record.
Starting wage is $12.00 to $13.00 per hour depend-
ing on experience. We offer an excellent benefits

package including, medical, dental, and
401K profit sharing.
Employment will include a 40-hour wage guarantee
and quarterly bonus plan.

guarantee and quarterly bonus plan.
Apply in person at
605 North Benton
Big Spring, Texas
EOE/AA employer e84

% LACKS

Major home furnishings retailer looking for
Both Full Time & Part Time

Office Clerk

Position requires computer experience, customer
service and general office skKills.

SALES

Appliance, Electronics & Furniture sales experi-
ence a plus. Attractive Commission Program.

WAREHOUSE & DELIVERY

Physical required. Must be 21 or older. Driving and
Criminal Activity records will be checked. Heavy
lifting (125 1bs.) required. Furniture, Electronics

and Appliance installation experience a plus.
Competitive wages.

Please apply in person.
Transit Mix Concrete is EOE/AA employer. 8899

If your idea of a high-powered job involves high-powered equip-
ment and a rugged, outdoor lifestyle, then consider a career with BJ
Chemical Services. We're a leader in the oilfield services industry
and we're interviewing for Treater Truck Drivers in Big Spring, TX.

LAB/FIELD TECH POSITIONS
AVAILABLE!!!

Treater Truck Driver
The rewards include an excellent benefit package and an opportunity to
grow with a leading company.

Construction materials testing experience
ACI or NICET preferred
Radiation safety certification
TxDOT certification(s) including Hot Mix a plus
Opportunity to work for a growing company
Excellent benefit package
We are willing to train the right

Requirements

« CDL, A or B, with HAZMAT endorsement required

* Downhole, wellhead and surface equipment knowledge a plus
* HS diploma or equivalent is required

* Must be able to pass a pre-employment physical &
drug/alcohol screen

Benefits
Apply at: + Medical/Dental Plan - Prescription Card _ ndi M | riminal histo-
2004 E. 42nd St., Odessa « Life Insurance - Disability Insurance ] candidate.Must be able to pass ¢ a. . sto
or + Vacations : ry check, drug test, and have a good driving

* 401(k) thrift/retirement plan
» Job advancement and growth opportunities

3111 Cuthbert, Midland
All positions require some nights and weekends.
Bilingual a plus. Drug free environment. All open
positions have a benefit package which includes:
Medical Coverage, Free Life Insurance, Paid
Vacation & Sick leave, Profit Sharing / 401 (k)
Retirement and more.

An Equal Opportunity Employer 9726

record.Willingness to travel/work in a remote

location a plus.

Call 800-755-8461 for an application or more

information, apply by fax to 903-581-7411, or
e-mail your resume/qualifications to

hr@apexgeo.com oo

All applicants are invited to
call or apply in person:

BJ Chemical Services

4806 South US Hwy. 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

Ph: (432) 267-8408

We support a drug free work environment

R

The hest place to work - on earth

BJ Chemical Services is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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Help Wanted

NOW HIRING Mental Health
Aides, M-F 4pm-12am or
12:00am-8:00am shifts. Come
by 2607 Chanute and pick up
application.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is seeking an evening
front desk clerk. This position is
shift work from 4:30pm to
12:30am; weekends required.
Experience working with the
elderly a plus. Apply in person
at 501 W. 17th Street.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is seeking part time night
front desk clerk. This position is
shift work from 12:30am to
8:30am. Experience working
with the elderly a plus. Apply in
person at 501 W. 17th Street.

Help Wanted

PARKVIEW NURSING &
Rehabilitation

Now hiring for the following po-
sitions:
*2pm-10pm Charge Nurse,

LVN
*6am-2pm Certified Nurse Aide
*2pm-10pm Certified Nurse

Aide
Please apply in person at 3200
Parkway Rd.

PART-TIME CLERICAL posi-
tion. Flexible hours. Apply Jack
& Jill, 1708, Nolan.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING.
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an-
nually including Federal Bene-
fits and OT. Offered by Exam
Services, not aff w/USPS who
hires. 1-866-795-4058.

Help Wanted

PART-TIME POSITION avail-
able, 20 hours a week. Must
know Microsoft Word and out-
look email, Internet and have
knowledge of the Big Spring
area a must. Must have a per-
sonable voice and be a people
person. Must be willing to work.
Send a resume to P.O. Box
1391, Big Spring, Tx. 79721.

PHLEBOTOMIST
30 Hours per week. Certified &
Experienced. Call
1-800-469-4467.

WHITTEN INN now hiring the
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk
Clerks. Apply in person, on
1-20 next to TA Truck Stop.

Help Wanted

PIZZA INN
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
MANAGEMENT  POSITIONS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS.

$EARN EXTRA MONEY$
Independent Contractors (must
be at least 18) needed to de-
liver the Western Plains Area
Wide Phone Book in Big Spring
& surrounding areas.
1-888-606-8900

BUY-SELL-TRADE
In the
Big Spring Herald Classifieds
263-7331

Help Wanted

P.H.I.C. - John Deere Dealer of
Big Spring, TX in need of Serv-
ice Technicians. Pay is based

on exp. Fax resume: Atin:
Justin  Parker, Serv., Mngr.
(432)267-2757 or call
(432)263-8344  Benefits  In-
clude: Health Ins., 401K; Pd.
Vacation.

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER
needed full-time. Prefer 1 yr.
exp., but will train, also

needed a cook part-time. High
School Diploma or GED re-
quired. Apply in Person, 1901
W. 16th Street, Learning Tree
Academy.

“It Pays To Read
Big Spring Herald
Classifieds”

Help Wanted

RELEASE OF Information
Clerk in Big Spring area. Expe-
rience in a Medical Records
Department or Doctor's Office
a must. Fax resume to
417-777-8459 or call
800-873-1831.

SALES REPS NEEDED
Local Company Seeking expe-
rienced, motivated, energetic
Sales associates. Must have
great people skills, sales expe-
rience & calling experience.
Call (432)599-8018 or Apply at
Big Spring Pack and Ship.

NOBODY ASKS FOR IT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312

Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

$54.60 Per Month

L ]

AC & HEATING HEATING & AC AIR CONDITIONING AUTO CARE AUTO PARTS BED LINERS

JOHNSON AC,
HERTING & SHEET METAL

« Servicing all heaters
central & wall
* Duct work - all sheet metal work
* Registers & Grills

1408 E. 4th

We Carry All Heating
Parts & Filters, Belts

263-2980

CONCRETE

Crossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &
Ice Machines
We service all makes
and models!

Cell: (432) 270-0501
24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C

27040

WARREN REFRIGERATION

AIR-HEAT-ICE
NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL
100/0 Off Labor
(Limited Time)
Loran Warren

NATE Certified Service Technician
Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

G & M Auto Care

Locally Owned
& Operated
Service 1972

263-1091

George & Mary
900 E. 3rd St. Big Spring

24817

° All Types Concrete Work M AR EZ
J. T. Builders m Block & Brick Repair QU
Remodeling * Drywall Trenching & Tractor Service FENCE CO.
Ceramic Tile » Electrical & Landscaping All types
Plumbing « Roofing of fences,
Brick & Concrete Work Tommv camnhe“ tile fence
Driveways * Sidewalks & repairs.
Swimming Pool Decks concrEte o " " - .
& 4%y JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ contractnrs onere eA‘ﬁO\Ar/oyrliagrl?gathel(lfco o
3 Sy Free Estimates
?‘ (432) 213-0882 Cell (432) 466-0623 2006 Runnels Benny Marquez-Owner
) (432) 935-6310 Res. (432) 935-3644 Big Spring,TX 79720 267-514
HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT
L&R J & J's ENTRY DOORS/
. Handyman Service GARAGE
Construction (FREE ESTIMATES) DOORS/OPENERS
Painting, Dry Wall, Tile, Remodeling, Painting, Relgéog?%%%éeggg (‘{gﬁf (‘{OI‘
Tape & Bedding, Carpentry,dDrywall, Gara}ge p Refinishing
Texture, Repairs/ Doors, and Home Repairs Kitchen & Bath Specialist
Remodeling, Addition, Jay Flores Sr. [Owner) BOB’S CUSTOM
Tile & More. . 264-6412 (Home) WOODWORK
432-213-5540 - 816-2431 (Cell 409E.3RD  267-5811

House Leveling

Pier » Beam
Slab Foundation
40 Yrs. Experience

FREE ESTIMATES
325-7128-9394

NAIL SALON PAINTING PEST CONTROL ——— RENTALS

Pro Spa Nail aon

ﬁ%ﬁﬁ /ﬁ

Pedicure: $21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set: $20.00 & up
Refill: $13.99 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

T11E MarcyDr. Ste 110

(Next To Wal-Mart)

(432)263-6245

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Westex Telecom
High Speed DSL

OR
Dial-Up Internet Access

Local
Customer Service

268-8800 /-

We Dig
And Move
Trees, Lot
Clearing.

Call Us For Your Landscaping Needs
Decker Farm Supply

& Nursery
Stanton * 756-3444

LG SANDBLASTING INC.

Residential - Commercial Painting
Tank Cleaning, Equipment
Painting, Sheet Metal Fences,
Metal Building, Carports,
Coating, Fiberglass Repair,
Tank Batteries, Antique Cars,
Brick, Graffiti Removal.
FREE ESTIMATES

We Beat Competitors’ Prices

432-213-3399

B675

Broker / Owner

1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Christie Larson

432.213.4641
Mara;;latga Baptist Vanessa Ochoa FAS'I' CASH
cademy 432.816.5490 On Income Tax Refund
School Age Zac Hall Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs."*
Il|(-12 *A.C.E - <&z, 406 Runnels
ome SI:IIIIIIIIII!I Lea h H u g h es (Across From Bargain Mart)
Individualized C ALL
Tutoring Available 432.210.2416 (432) 264-6134
903 IOIIIISIIII @ [E “Se Habla Espanol”
263'1696 31609 SRR *With RAL Approval

Southwestern A-1 Pest

Control
Since
1954
(432) 263 - 0441
Max F. Moore

2008 Birdwell Lane
Swa 1 pC .COM New Website

mm@swalpc.com Check It Out !!

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Since 1947

14 Acres of dismantled vehicles
+ 20,000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage
Sr?emallze in late model quality auto

pai

« Foreign and domestic parts for cars,
trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports
utility vehicles

Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.
1511 Hwy 350¢(432) 263-5000

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600

26941

v Rhino Linings

THE SPRAYED-ON LINER

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE WORK

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In w
Fencing | et

AR i

Wood & "7 !

Chainlink {

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Gibbs Remodeling

New home Construction ¢
Room Additions
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing
Ceramic Tile ¢ Installation &
Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,
Minor Electrical

FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

Gary Lee
Raking Leaves
Mowing, Tilling
Tree Trimming
Hedges
Hydromulching
Fescue Grass
Clean Flower Beds

Call 432-264-0299

Great Products at
affordable prices!
To buy products or for a
great career opportunity,

Call: Annette ~ 267-3901
Ind. Rep.

WWW.youravon.com/annetteholmes

8681

CHAINLINK
| METAL » CEDAR
| DOG KENNELS

\\\\‘\ME f ORNAMENTAL

IRON

B & M Fence Co.

COMMERCIAL + RESIDENTIAL
GET OUR PRICE & COMPARE
) FREE ESTIMATES

BBB ROBERT MARQUEZ
T 263-1613
e Shst 1-800-525-1389

2117 N. Hwy. 87  Big Spring

HONME INSPECTION
; | Langley

Home Inspections
& Services
“Serving All Of West Texas”
Weldon Langley
Office (432) 550-4799
Mobile (432) 425-8171

WL Inspections@aol.com
TREC#5680 8261

LAWN & MAINTENANGE CARE

Fall Clean-up,
and tree trimming.

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL ARRON
(325] 644-2017
OR
CELL (432) 967-1220

32326

CLEAN YARDS & ALLEYS,
CLEAN OUT STORAGE SHEDS,
HAULING, TILLING, TREE
TRIMMING & STUMP REMOVAL

Scoggin Lawn Service

267-5460

CELL

816-6150

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

Houses * Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

Reduced

606 State $10,000
Reduced

1402 Main - $15,000
w/$4,000 Down

CRAZY CHARLIE’S
Country Treasures Mall

207N. Gregy

Furniture, Housewares,
Collectibles,
18 Vendor Booths

10 am to 6 pm Tue, Sat.

714-4256

1003, 1011 E. 11th

VENDORS NEEDED

Zimmerman’s

Gifts & More

GIFTS COLLECTIBLES
HOME & GARDEN
GIFT REGISTRY

25% OFF 0II ALL ITEMS
ZINMERMANSGIFTSANDMORE COM

432-261-260% .,

TAX SERVICES

Four Seasons
Insulation & Siding
) by
7 Specializing In
Wall Insulation
Thermal
Replacement

31610

Windows & Siding

Gall 264-8610

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE

TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.
For Tree Trimming
and removal.

Call
Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

Big Spring (pack & Ship

Your Wrapping, Packing, and Shipping Solution

*No waiting Lines *Lots of help
* More Shipping Choices

>

UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE~

_ DBV

Free Shipping Supplles

with all carriers !'!

Pickup Service, Moving/Packaging Supplies
Copying Services, Faxing, Photo and Doc.
Scanning, Office Supplies,Full Service Printing,
Marketing Supplies, Ad Design, Web Design,

(432) 599-8018

808 Gregg St.
Big Spring, TX 79720
bigspringpackandship.com

web designing and hosting
www.bondwebs.com

Lane Bond
2605 Ann Drive
Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 263-4033

(432) 213-0391 cell
lane@bondwebs.com

WINDOW TINT

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600

26942

Solar Gaurd
Window Tint
5 year limited
warranty
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Help Wanted

SHELL STAR STOP looking
for new team members. Full &
Part time Cashiers & Assistant
Managers. Apply in person at
any Shell Star Stop in Big
Spring. Drug Free Environ-
ment.

STATE LICENSED
ELECTRICIANS and
HELPERS
Local Company Seeks Quali-
fied applicants. Paid holi-
days, Vacation and Sick
Time. All interested appli-
cants, please phone

(432)263-3939.

TA COUNTRY Fare Restau-
rant seeking Kitchen Manager.
Duties include ordering, inven-
tory, supervising kitchen per-
sonnel, cooking. Competitive

pay and great benefits. Apply
in person at Hwy. 87 & 1-20.

HELP WANTED! Coahoma
DQ. Get a new start with
Richeson Restaurants. 50-unit
company now hiring day and
night help. Need a love working
with  people, meeting new
faces, Drug and smoke-free
environments. Apply with Man-
ager JoAnn Abrego

WEST TEXAS Opportunities,
Inc. (WTQ,l) is accepting appli-
cations for driver positions. Ap-
plicants must have a high
school diploma or GED, must
have a good driving record, be
well-organized, dependable,
and either have a Class C-CDL
license with passenger en-
dorsement or be able to obtain
one at WTO,l expense within
75 days of hiring. Applicants
must obtain a Medical Examin-
er's Certificate, at WTO,l ex-
pense, before hiring and renew
it every two years thereafter.
Ability to speak Spanish is de-
sirable. Drivers must success-
fully complete CPR/first aid
training within 60 days of em-
ployment. Pre-employment
substance abuse testing re-
quired. A criminal background
check will be conducted. Inter-
ested applicants may pick up
applications at the Big
Spring WTO,| office at 110 S.
Johnson. Completed applica-
tions should be mailed to the
WTO,l office at P.O. Box
1308, Lamesa, TX 79331.
WTO, | is an equal opportunity
employer.

Items for Sale

FIREWOOD. PREMIUM OAK
FIREWOOD. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. $285.00 Full Cord
& $175.00 Half Cord. Delivered
and Stacked. Call
325-648-2818 or
512-913-8297.

WOLFE TANNING BEDS. As
low as $28 a month! FREE
DVD Player Order by 3/3/2008.
Call ETS Tan Today!
888-839-5160.
www.np.etstan.com

Miscellaneous

ADOPTION: CARING married
couple wish to adopt and cher-
ish a baby. We offer love, se-
curity, bright future. Expenses
Paid. Call Maggie and Charles
1-800-504-3839.

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches,
Candelabras and florals. FREE

DELIVERY. Call Grishams
(432)267-8191.

GOOD CLEAN top soil,
$125.00 per 12 yard load.

Gravel, caliche, chat available.
We also have a backhoe, by
the hour, day or job.
432-267-1153 or
405-613-5680.

HUGE CANNONBALL bedset,
dresser, mirror, nightstand.
New boxed. List $3484 Sell
$880. 806-549-3110.

PUB TABLE, solidwood & 4
chairs. New in crate. List $990,
Asking $390.........cccoevviereriiianns
5 PC Bedroom set. Still boxed.
Worth $1300, take $550. Matt
avail. 806-549-3110.

SACRIFICE QUEEN orthope-
dic mattress set. New in wrap-
per. Only $124.......cccevvveenen.

FULL SIZE ORTHOPEDIC
matt set, in plastic $109. New
twin size $95. 806-549-3110.

SELECT your COMFORT air
bed, brand new, boxed, 2 con-
trols, separate settings,

PURE LEATHER sofa & love,
unused, worth $2749. take
$695. 806-549-3110.

Miscellaneous

TRAILERS FOR Sale: Heavy
duty oil field trailer- 20x7, New
750x16 tires, ramps, tie downs,
electric j
5x10 Enclosed Moving trailer.
2002 Model. Metal floor, new
tires. Excellent condition...........
600 Feet 2-3/8 oilfield pipe,
good for fencing- $1.50 per
foot. 1301 East 4th, Bill Chrane
432-213-0426.

National Ads

"CAN YOU Dig It?" Heavy
Equipment School. 3wk train-
ing program. Backhoes, Bull-
dozers, Trackhoes. Local job
placement asst. Start digging
dirt Now. 866-362-6497 or
888-707-6886.

***+$700.-$800,000
CASH GRANTS/
PROGRAMS-2008!, Personal
bills, School, Business/Hous-
ing. Approx. $49 billion un-
claimed 2007! Almost Every-
one Qualifies! Live Operators
Listings 1-800-592-0362 Ext.
178.

*++%$700.-$800,000.++  2008!
FREE CASH GRANTS/PRO-
GRAMS! Never Repay! Per-
sonal/Medical bills, School,
Housing, Business. AS SEEN
ON T.V. Live Operators, List-
ings, Call 1-800-270-1213 Ext.
176.

*FREE CASH GRANTS/PRO-
GRAMS!** $700.-$800,000
2008 Never Repay! Personal,
Medical, Business, Real Es-
tate, School. No Credit check!
Same Day processing! Live
Operators! Listings
1-800-274-5086 Ext. 177.

3BD HUD Home only $250/mo!
Great Deal! Great Location!
More 1-4bd Homes Available
from $199/mo! For Listings
800-604-8364.

5BD 2BA Home only $425/mo!
3bd 2ba Home only $199/mo!
More 1-4bd Homes Available!
For Listings 800-482-9419.

ADULT HIGH School Diploma
for home FAST! Nationally ac-
credited. Payment plan. FREE
Brochure! 800-470-4723
www.diplomaathome.com

AFFORDABLE 1-4BD Homes
from $199/mo! Bank Repos &
Foreclosures! For Listings &
Info 800-604-8389.

BODYGUARDS-COUNTER-
ASSAULT TEAMS!
Needed/lUSA & OVERSEAS
$119-$220K year. Bodyguards
$250-$750/day; 18 older
615-885-8960 or 615-942-6978
ext.600;

www.International
Executives.NET

BUY BANK Repos from
$199/mo! 1-4bd Homes & Con-

FREE

dos Availl Financing Refs
Available! Listings & Info
800-482-9126.

BUY HUD Homes from

$199/mo! 3bd 2ba Home only

$250/mo!  2bd 1ba only
$199/mo!  5%dn, 20yrs @
8%apr For Listings

800-604-8364.

COMPLETE T-SHIRT PRINT
SHOP! $1195.00+shipping
Silkscreen  equipment,  sup-
plies+training video. Free Bro-
chure. Video & Manual only
$19.95.
www.homecashbusiness.com
1-800-311-8962.

DAILY CASH COW! Establish
a local candy route. 30 ma-
chines $5,995. Call Now for
Details! 1-800-704-5414.
BO#2547.

DIRECTV SATELLITE Televi-
sion, FREE Equipment, FREE
4 Room Installation,FREE HD
or DVR Receiver Upgrade.
Packages from $29.99/mo. Call
Direct Sat TV for details
1-800-380-8939

DRIVERS - A Great Career!
Schneider National is now Hir-
ing Experienced Class A Driv-
ers in your area. Great Pay,
Benefits & Home Time. Toll
Free 1-866-619-6081 Ad #
3120.

EARN EXTRA income assem-
bling CD cases from any loca-
tion. Start Immediately, No ex-
perience necessary.
www.easywork-greatpay.com
1-800-341-6573 Ext. 3640.

EARN UP TO $550 WEEKLY
Helping the government PT No
Experience. Excellent Opportu-
nity. Call Today!
1-800-488-2921 Ask for De-
partment R22.

FORECLOSURES!

5BD 2.5ba Home only $30k!
3bd 2ba Home only $18k!
Financing Referrals Available!
Listings & Info 800-604-8389.

7455 Cotton Strippers for sale
26 to choose from
1,000 to 3,000 hours
Pricing from $45,000 to $63,000

Many row configurations to choose from

For more information please call:
806-292-6147; 806-292-6157 or
806-292-6159

National Ads

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!
Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $48 per
hour / No Experience Full
Benefits / Paid Training
1-866-409-2663 ext. 22 Closed
Sundays.

GOODBYE DIAL-UP! Fast
Broadband Satellite Internet.
30-50X Faster. $0 Upfront Plan
and $100 Cash Back. Guaran-
teed Availability!
1-866-425-4990
www.Continuous
Broadband.com

MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get
paid to shop! Retail/Dining es-
tablishments need undercover
clients to judge quality/cus-
tomer service.Earn up to $150
a day. Call 1-888-534-5015.

NOW HIRING Home Typists.
$5000 Guaranteed in 30 Days.
Apply Online:
www.Job862.com

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING!
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K /yr.
incl. Fed. Benefits and OT.
Offered by Exam Services, not
Aff.  w/USPS who hires.
1-866-483-1059.

SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET .69 p/m
Ladies Free!!

1-800-201-TALK

STOP RENTING!! Gov't &
Bank Foreclosures! $0 to Low

Down! No Credit Check! Call
NOW! 1-800-728-6701.
TIMESHARES!!! TIRED of

fees? Call Buyatimeshare.com
to sell, rent or buy a timeshare.
Get free info today and get

cash at closing. Call Now!
1-877-379-6524.
TRUCK DRIVERS

Wanted-Best Pay and Home
Time! Apply Online Today over
750 Companies! One Applica-
tion, Hundreds of Offers!
http://hammerlanejobs.com

On the Farm

NEW MAHINDRA Tractors are
located at 6011 East Hwy 80,
Midland TX, (Take Exit 144, off
I-20, Located North Service
Rd. of Business 20.) Full serv-
ice dealership. Hours 8am-6pm
Monday-Friday, Saturday
8am-12noon. Low interest
rates and long term financing
available. Mahindra Tractors
have better traction, stability
and control. Mahindra will push
more, pull more and lift more.
Cultivate your dreams.
www.beenetractors.com

Real Estate for Rent

> South Plains épts ‘;
: ‘ Efficiency, 1 & 2 Bdrms
New Appliances &
Fixtures

Dish Network w/300+

Channels Incl 34 Latino §§

Hi-speed Wireless
Internet

Picnic/BBQ Area

W New Laundry & Vending

$480/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr!
For listings 800-544-6258 x
F086.

1307 STANFORD, 2 bedroom,
1 bath, peco floor, fireplace,
CH/A, fenced yard. $550.
month, $500. deposit. Call
626-373-5752.

1402 MT. VERNON. 3 Bed-
room, 2 bath, CHA, large
living-room and kitchen, fenced

backyard, carport. $550.
month, $250. deposit. Call
432-267-7032.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Homes.

Pool, 24 hour maintenance,
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions. (432)263-3461 -Tom.

3202 AUBURN, 3 Bdrm, 1
bath, new CH/A, tile floors,
fenced vyard. $580. Month,
$495 deposit. References re-
quired. Call 432-816-1255 after
5:00pm.

3904 HAMILTON, Newly car-
peted & tiled. Renovated.
Fenced yard. 4 Bedroom 1-1/2
bath, CH/A. $775. Month,
$400. Deposit. No pets. Call
(432)267-7449.

BUSINESS OFFICE Space
900 feet- 4 Rooms Very nice.
High Traffic. Plenty head-in
parking. Ideal for Beauty shop,
Dog grooming or CPA Shop.
307 Union Street. Call Mr. Bill
Chrane (432)213-0426.

538 Westover

BARCELONA APARTMENTS
5299 MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

Housing Assistance Accepted

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

FURNISHED APT. extended
stay hotel. Weekly $245.00
plus tax, monthly $700.00 and
up. Microwave and fridge. Call
1-800-677-8175.

ONE BEDROOM house, good
frigerator

location. Stov

furnishm e back-
yard. $230700 month, $150.00
deposit. Call 432-267-1543.
RETAIL BUILDING on Gregg

Street. 2200 sq. feet. $400.00
Per month with 1 year lease.

Please contact Lucy
432-263-5000.
THE OFFICE Building, 710

Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250.
per month with bills paid. Call
(432)770-5656 or
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale

$10,000 0.B.0. 901 NW 2nd
Street 3b/1b/2 living areas, de-
tached garage, guest home in
back. Huge lot, needs lots of
work. Investors Recom-
mended. Call 432-264-1148.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick
Homes. No Down Payment.
Owner Financing. Bad Credit
OK. 6 Month warranty.

Call Maria (432)263-3461.

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water
well, duplex rentals. Call
432-517-0642 for more info.

N
BRICK 3 Bedroom- 2 Bath
Lots of updates, fireplace, stor-
age shed, new fence, covered
pato and 2 car carport.
$69,000 Gayle Hirsch, Real-
tors. 432-582-0600.

EXCELLENT CONDITION.
Great floor plan. 3 bedroom, 2
bath. 1760 sq. feet.

$124,500.00. 4121 Theo St..
Call 432-263-3135,
432-413-8656.

FORECLOSURE 3 bd, 2 ba
Only $30,005! Must see! For
listings  800-544-6258  ext.
F906.

GREAT STARTER/ Investment
Home. Extra Cute. 3 bdrm, 1
bath. No Owner finance. Call
for appointment
(432)816-1464.

LAND for SALE on Baylor, 5
acres. Call 432-559-8495.

LARGE LOT 175x180. Beauti-
ful view, city golf course, lo-
cated right South of the new
club house. 4031 Vicky. “Alma

Circle”. Call Mr. Bill Chrane
(432)213-0426.
PRECIOUS HOME

3 bdr 2 bath. Kentwood area.
Remodeled. Owner anxious to
sell. Call Home Realtors,
432-263-1284 or Shirley Bur-
gess at 935-2088.

OWNER FINANCED Houses
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore, 1518
Wood, 1114 Mulberry and 603
Circle. Easy Terms. Call Rea-
gan at 432-634-6818.

REDUCED 2 Bdrm, 2 bath plus
large extra room on one acre.
Forsan Schools. All appliances
including w/d, carport, storage
buildings, new carpet. AS IS,
NO OWNER FINANCE,
325-728-2161 or 242-2116.

REDUCED! Ranch for Sale!
310 Acres- Deer & Quail. East
of Big Spring on [-20. Call
806-441-8596.

SALON/ BOUTIQUE Business:
Completely remodeled. Lots of
income potential and great lo-
cation. Call (432)816-1945 for
information.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No
Problem. Call (512)940-5200,
432-631-8100.

Vehicles

1999 OLDSMOBILE Aurora.
V-8, clean, leather seats, 26
mpg, good tires, $6,000.00.
Call 432-263-2337 or
270-1660.

2005 HYUNDAI XG350L Black
with cream leather interior,
power  everything, heated
seats, sun roof, sport wheels.

24000 Miles, 100,000 Mile
Warranty. $12,000. Call
(432)816-9241.

2005 SUZUKI Dual Purpose

Motorcycle, 42 actual miles.
$2500 firm. Call 432-263-1113.

32240

263-1252

If today’s solar
procession into Pisces
were captured in a work
of art, it could be
Michelangelo’s colossally
reverent homage, the
Sistine chapel; if it were
nature, it might be the
awe inspired by sunlight
streaming through
parting clouds; if it were
a sound, it might be a
monastic chant of monks
or choir of angels.
Wherever we find it, we
know it’s faith.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Oh, the tangled web
one Wweaves trying to
please everyone! Since
you can’t,
just be
honest.
Respond to
the needs of
others with
an open
heart, but
give your
own needs
the top
priority.

TAURUS
(April 20-
May 20). It’s
been said that luck is
when hard work meets
opportunity. But what
about when it’s not?
Good things fall into
your lap for no good
reason at all. It’s as
improbable as a fairy tale
and just as magical.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You're driven to
heroic action. Not
rescuing people from
burning buildings, per
se, but you will be
rescuing people from
something — likely their
own limiting  Dbeliefs
about who they are.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). There’s something
worth  chasing now,
which is fantastic for you
since you’re invigorated
by the act of pursuit.

HoLripay
MATHIS

Take notice of that
person who glows in
your company. New

relationships require you
to make the first move.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Sometimes you feel that
if you go outside your
circle of friends for
support, you’re somehow
betraying your closest
friends. Real friends wish

you support and
happiness even if they
are not the ones

providing it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). People whose
decisions directly affect
your life are engaged in
struggle with each other.
Remain impartial. Get
comfortable with this
balancing act, as it will
go on for a few days

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). There is always an
exception to the rule, and
today, you’re it. You're
special, your talent is
special, and the world
gives you special
treatment. Soak it up.
This doesn’t happen
every day.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). If your Spidey-sense
is tingling when you
meet someone on the job,
there’s probably a good
reason for it. Careful,
that cute new cubicle
dweller may be angling
for your position, or even
your boss’s! Be polite and
on alert.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). You know a lot,
but there are still
benefits to learning
more. Seminars, books
and classes are all
portholes to other worlds.
Your fascination with a

su|do | ku
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subject will grow the
more you learn about it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Life provides
entertaining revelations.
You're a different person
than you were -- wiser for
sure. Tonight, you've
incredible control of your
mind! It IS possible to
think only good thoughts
about people.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). A quick fix is,
by definition, temporary.
Since you’re making an
effort to solve problems,
you may as well do the
job once and for all. Keep
looking until you find a
permanent solution.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Everybody wants
something. You listen
through the small talk to
discover what that
something is. Tonight is
ideal for maximizing
your financial options.

Talk it over with
Capricorn.
ASTROLOGICAL

QUESTIONS: “I'm a Leo,
he’s a Cancer. I was hit
with the “He’s the ONE!”
lightning bolt back in ‘73,
and the feeling is still
going strong. His past is
multiple partners, mine
is not. As he is in a
relationship now, I'm
concentrating on further
developing my
metaphysical and healing
talents in order to be of
service to him and
others. Can he feel for
me as I do for him?”

A wise person once
said, “Life 1is rarely
complicated, it’s just
difficult.” Your situation
is not complicated, but
it’s not easy to make the
decision to hold out for
healthy love. If you give
your heart to someone
who is clearly not
available to an exclusive
relationship with you,
you're inviting a
prolonged agony of
heartache. The decision
to take care of you is
difficult, SO you're
concentrating on your
healing work, which
sounds like an elaborate
rationalization, a way of
passing the time when
he’s not available. This
altruism can’t keep you
warm at night -- but it
will turn your love life
into a waiting room. As a
Leo, you need to be the
center of someone’s
universe. If he can’t give

that to you, look
elsewhere.
CELEBRITY

PROFILES: Can you pick
an Aquarian out of a
crowd? Molly Ringwald
is a quick study in
Aquarian spotting. With
her long and lanky
sillhouette, ghostly pale
skin, and strong bone
structure she epitomizes
this Sun sign’s fabulous
features. Many
Aquarians also have
funky flair, dressing with
distinctive style. The best

place to spot an
Aquarian? Among
friends, because that’s

where you'll find her.

Holiday Mathis is the
author of “Rock Your
Stars.” If you would like
to write to her, please go
to www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis
and read her past
columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at
www.creators.com.

® 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

DONT LET
SOMEONE MAKE
YOUR
DECISIONS FOR
YOU.

VOTE!
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“WHEN IT COMES TO COOKIES, MY STOMACH
IS A LOT BIGGER THAN MY EYES.”

BC

“How come the alphabet ends with Z,
but numbers keep going on forever?”
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SIRE, YOUR SPEECHWRITERS
ARE ON STRIKE AND THEYRE
PICKETING IN THE COURTYAR

PARKER..
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This Date
In History

Today is Monday, Feb. 18,
the 49th day of 2008. There
are 317 days left in the year.
This is Presidents Day.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Feb. 18, 1885, Mark
Twain’s “Adventures of

Huckleberry Finn” was pub-
lished in the U.S. for the
first time.

On this date:

In 1546, Martin Luther,
leader of the Protestant
Reformation in Germany,
died in Eisleben.

In 1564, artist
Michelangelo died in Rome.

In 1861, Jefferson Davis
was sworn in as the provi-
sional president of the
Confederate States of
America in Montgomery,
Ala.

In 1930, photographic evi-
dence of Pluto (now desig-
nated a “dwarf planet”) was
discovered by Clyde W.
Tombaugh at Lowell
Observatory in Flagstaff,
Ariz.

In 1960, the eighth Winter
Olympic Games were for-
mally opened in Squaw
Valley, Calif.,, by Vice
President Nixon.

In 1967, American theoret-
ical physicist J. Robert
Oppenheimer died in
Princeton, N.J., at age 62.

In 1970, the “Chicago
Seven” defendants were
found innocent of conspir-
ing to incite riots at the 1968
Democratic national conven-
tion; five were convicted of
violating the Anti-Riot Act
of 1968. (Those convictions
were later reversed).

In 1977, the space shuttle
Enterprise, sitting atop a
Boeing 747, went on its
maiden “flight” above the
Mojave Desert.

In 1983, Anthony M.
Kennedy was sworn in as an
associate justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court.

In 2001, auto racing star
Dale Earnhardt Sr. died
from injuries suffered in a
crash at the Daytona 500; he
was 49.

Today’s Birthdays: Former
Cosmopolitan editor Helen
Gurley Brown is 86. Actor
George Kennedy is 83. Sen.
John Warner, R-Va., is 81.

Author Toni Morrison is 77.
Movie director Milos
Forman is 76. Singer Yoko
Ono is 75. Singer/songwriter
Bobby Hart is 69. Singer
Irma Thomas is 67. Singer
Herman Santiago (Frankie
Lymon and the Teenagers)

is 67. Singer Dennis
DeYoung is 61. Actress
Sinead Cusack is 60.

Producer-director-writer
John Hughes is 58. Actress
Cybill Shepherd is 58.
Singer Juice Newton is 56.
Singer Randy Crawford is
56. Rock musician Robbie
Bachman is 55. Rock musi-
cian Larry Rust (Iron
Butterfly) is 55. Actor John
Travolta is 54. Game show
host Vanna White is 51.
® 2008 The Associated Press.
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_ PRESIDENT’S DAY by Sally R. Stein
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ACROSS 66 Swampy 9 Luau garland 38 Jeopardy
1 No more than ground 10 Idleness 40 Defeated
5 Kindergarten 67 Stack 11 Kind of vaccine soundly
basics 68 Takes care of 12 _ Scotia, 41 Pet rodents
9 Circus roarers 69 “Hey, you!” Canada 46 “Cocktail”
14 Cat’s comment 70 Type of earring 13 Whole bunch seafood
15 Very __ (alot) 18 Slalom down 49 Toward the
16 Sign up DOWN a slope back, to a sailor
17 Addr. of the 1 Baseball 19 Prefix meaning 51 Rowing need
White House arbiters “new” 52 Hidden
20 Trim and 2 Banana 24 Got to one’s obstacles
graceful protector feet 53 Cried
21 Vitality 3 Answering- 26 Deplete 54 Wheel
22 Eagle’s talon machine beep 27 Carelessly connector
23 Platter 4 Once quick 55 Bridle strap
25 Speak well of possessed 28 “Are not!” 57 Hertz rival
27 Once 5 Vanderbilt of response 59 “What's __
possessed etiquette 29 Personal journal for me?”
30 Keep __on 6 Cow’s young 31 Singer Midler 60 Rights org.
(watch closely) offspring 33 Rotates 61 Backyard
32 Mama’s boy 7 206, in Roman 34 Pleasure boat building
36 French friend numerals 35 Busybody 63 Battleship
37 One of 18 8 Mine 37 Robbery, letters
in golf passageways slangily 64 Make a wager
38 Folks _
39 Subject of 1 3 |4 6 [7 |8 9 [10 [11 [12 [13
an annual
presidential 14 16
speech 77
42 Oppressively
hot 20 22
43 Waterproof
cover -25 26
44 " should 27 32 33 [34 |35
say __ |
45 Toys on a string |[36 38
46 Tourney round
47 Hot spring 39 41
48 32¥6Lake City’s 5 3 e
50 Vending- a5 46 A7
machine
opening 48 49 50 51 [52
53 Notify in
advance 53 |54 |55 56 57 58 59 (60 |61
56 College club
58 Opera solos 62 63 o4
62 Governmental  [65 66 67
area headed by
the President 68 69 70
65 __one’s trade
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