
By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Area residents looking to take
advantage of the annual AARP
Tax Aide program will have to
adjust their travel plans slight-
ly, as the organization has
moved the program to the
Howard County Library for
2008.

Local AARP spokesperson
Gloria Hopkins said the move
from the Spring City Senior
Citizens Center to the library

was a last-minute
effort to avoid possi-
ble scheduling con-
flicts.

“When the dance
floor at the Senior
Center was out of
commission, they
were holding their
dances in the same
room where we gen-

erally set up,” said Hopkins.
“So we were in a position
where we would have to set up
and break down each time we

were there, and that’s just a
huge hassle for everyone.

“I was told there was a chance
the main dance floor would be
fixed before the program start-
ed, but I just didn’t want to
chance it. So we’ll be in the
community room in the base-
ment of the library this year,
with plans to move back to the
Senior Center next tax season.”

Hopkins said her staff of vol-
unteers began their training
this week, and will be ready to
get the program under way

Monday, Feb. 4.
“Everything is moving along

very smoothly right now,” said
Hopkins. “We have plenty of
volunteers right now, and we
managed to get enough comput-
ers, which we were really wor-
ried about at the beginning of
the year. I can’t say enough
about the group of volunteers
we have working with us this
year.”

According to Hopkins, the
programmed is aimed to serve
area residents without the

means to file a tax return.
“The AARP program provides

free federal tax preparation
assistance to people who cannot
afford professional tax help,
such as seniors, people with
disabilities, those that don’t
speak English and people with
low-to-moderate income,” she
said. “AARP volunteers explain
many special tax credits and
deductions and how people may
claim them on their tax 

See MOVE, Page 3A
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AARP Tax Aide program moving

By BEN FELLER
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — It’s about the econ-
omy, and the war in Iraq, and other
unresolved matters that have kept the
nation on edge. But President Bush’s
State of the Union address on Monday is
something else, too: probably his last
chance to seize the public’s attention
and put it to use.

Bush will pressure Congress — partic-
ularly the Senate, where he senses trou-
ble — to finish an economic stimulus
package fast. He will announce steps he

is taking to reduce and reform the use
of earmarks — a common Capitol Hill
practice of slipping pet projects into
spending bills, saying that if the items
are worthy, lawmakers should debate
them in the open and hold a public vote.

The president will talk of improved
security in Iraq and reassert that he
decides when U.S. troops will come. He
will offer some modest new ideas and
recycle others as unfinished business.
To the degree the speech favors the
pragmatic over the bold, the White
House offers a two-word explanation:
Blame Congress.

The final State of the Union of the
Bush presidency will be roughly split
between domestic and foreign matters.

“He will state his commitment to veto
any spending bill that does not succeed
in cutting earmarks in half from 2008
levels,” White House deputy press sec-
retary Tony Fratto said Monday about
one domestic proposal. Bush also will
announce that he will issue an execu-
tive order directing agencies to ignore
any future earmarks that lawmakers
attempt to include, but are not actually 

See BUSH, Page 3A
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HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull

Coahoma’s cheerleaders show their spirit, cheering the Bulldogs to a 63-41 victory over Merkel Saturday night in
Bulldog Gym at Coahoma. The Bulldogettes were also victorious, meaning both Coahoma squads remain undefeated
in District 5-2A play. See Page 1B for full coverage.

By VALERIE AVERY
Special to the Herald

Scarlet red is the main
color palette decorating
the Big Spring State
Hospital Community
Relations office these
days — a switch from
holly green just a few
weeks ago. 

The hospital’s army of
volunteers had not even
packed away all their sup-
plies for Christmas when
they began pulling out
heart-themed ribbon and
plush teddy bears, said
the hospital’s community
relations director, Billie
Christie-Morgan . 

“It’s just one thing after
another here,” Christie-
Morgan said laughingly. 

The corps of volunteers
are prepping for their sec-
ond largest fund-raiser of
the year — the first being
the Annual Cars and
Stars event — the
Valentine’s Day gift and
delivery service. 

Items range from
singing telegrams to
stuffed bears hugging
candy hearts to a small
bud vase. 

“We have it arranged to
fit any circumstance or
price range,” Christie-
Morgan said. 

Volunteers who would
like to sing, deliver or
assemble items are being
solicited now, said
Valentine fund-raiser
chairman Kathy
Sheppard. 

Items are available at
the hospital Community
Relations office now, and
will be available at
Howard College and the
Citizens Federal Credit
Union starting Feb. 1. 

A special sale will be
held at the TA Travel
Center Feb. 9-10 for peo-
ple who would like to
place orders or those who
want to pick up an item
to deliver themselves, she
said. 

The most sought-after
volunteer job Feb. 14 is
that of delivery person,
volunteer Shirley Bodin
said.

“Being a delivery per-
son is just the most fun.
Everyone is glad to see
you, and you feel as if
you’ve done something
nice.” 

Items for sale include: 
— Life-sized bear, $75.    
— Stackable boxes of

love, $40. 
— Tiered boxes of love,

heart-shaped wicker 

See GIFTS, Page 3A
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Crossroads high
school varsity
sports calendar

TUESDAY
Big Spring girls bas-

ketball vs. Frenship, 6
p.m.

Big Spring boys bas-
ketball vs. Frenship,
7:30 p.m.

Forsan girls basket-
ball at Roscoe, 6:30
p.m.

Forsan boys basket-
ball at Roscoe, 8 p.m.

Coahoma girls bas-
ketball vs. Stanton,
6:30 p.m.

Coahoma boys bas-
ketball vs. Stanton, 8
p.m.

FRIDAY
Big Spring girls bas-

ketball at Lubbock
Estacado, 6 p.m.

Big Spring boys bas-
ketball at Lubbock
Estacado, 7:30 p.m.

Free junior tennis
league playing
every Wednesday

A free junior tennis
league will take place
every Wednesday for
several weeks from
4:45 to 5:45 beginning
tomorrow.

Boys and girls  of any
skill level between
ages 8-12 are welcome
to attend. The league is
being conducted by
Big Spring tennis
instructor Ted Oleson.

No sign up is
required. Bring a rack-
et or one will be pro-
vided while available.

For more informa-
tion, call Oleson at
(806)236-8901 or visit
www.bigspringtennis.c
om. 

Howard College
presenting the
Harlem Starz

The Howard College
athletic department
will present the
Harlem Starz at 7:00
p.m. tonight at the
Dorothy Garrett
Coliseum. 

The game is a
fundraiser which will
benefit the Howard
College athletic pro-
gram.

With names like Zig
Zag, Hollywood, K-
Money, Air Bama and
Werm, fans will know
they are not attending
an ordinary basketball
game. Almost every
play will involve fancy
dribbling, no look pass-
es, amazing dunks and
comedy.

In addition to the
game, highlights will
include a halftime 
show, prizes and auto-
graphs. For ticket
information, contact
Howard College at 264-
5040.

KBYG 1400 AM’s
scheduled airings
of NBA basketball

KBYG 1400 AM is air-
ing both San Antonio
Spurs and Dallas
Mavericks basketball
throughout the NBA
season.

TODAY
San Antonio vs.

Utah, 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY
San Antonio vs.

Seattle, 8:30 p.m.
THURSDAY
Dallas vs. Boston,

6:30 p.m.

IINN B BRIEFRIEF
By JONATHAN HULL
Herald Sports Editor

Competitors from across the
Crossroads region and beyond
flocked to Big Spring High
School’s Steer Gym Saturday to
take part in the second annual
Big Spring Powerlifting
Invitational.

Regarded overall as a success-
ful event, 13 teams and 132 indi-
viduals participated in the inviti-
ational, including several from
Coahoma, Forsan and Garden

City.
“It went well. We had a lot of

kids show up and lift,” Big
Spring Powerlifting Coach
Reggie McConnell said. “We got
out of here in decent time, so
everything ran pretty smoothly.”

For Big Spring, the competition
delivered a narrow second place
finish in the team standings. At
the end of the day, the Steers
stood tied with Tahoka at 41
points, but since Tahoka held the
edge in the tiebreaker — a lower
combined weight for the entire

team — the Bulldogs took home
the first place trophy.

“Our kids worked very hard,”
McConnell noted, “but Tahoka
weighed just a few pounds less
than us.”

In the girls’ division, it was
Plainview’s Lady Bulldogs run-
ning away with the champi-
onship with 61 points, blasting
its closest competion — Snyder
(20 points). The Lady Bulldogs
delivered five first-place finishes,
four second-place and two third-
place. Third was the lowest a

competitor from Plainview’s A
team finished in the meet.

Plainview also boasted the two
performers on the girls’ side with
Lori Loafman winning the best
lifter award in the light platform
(97 to 132 pounds) and Tzara
Halley giving the top perfor-
mance in the heavy platform (148
to 220-plus pounds).

While the Steers didn’t have
any female lifters, Coahoma and
Garden City both had competi-

See BSHS, Page 2B

Steers place second at BSHS Invitational

By JONATHAN HULL
Herald Sports Editor

COAHOMA — Being state
ranked means living up to high
expectations. So far, so good for
Coahoma’s Bulldogs.

The 13th-ranked Bulldogs
should be moving up in the new
release of the Texas Association
of Basketball Coaches’ polls
when they come out later today,
following their ninth-straight
victory Friday night over the vis-
iting Merkel Badgers, 63-41.

The win makes Coahoma a per-
fect 9-0 in District 5-2A play and
allows them to remain a game
ahead of the second-place Haskell
Indians (8-1 in district), who are
ranked 15th in the state.

Coming into Saturday’s
matchup with Merkel after hav-
ing beaten Hawley 59-40 the
night before, Coahoma Head
Coach Kim Nichols felt his team
had to stay out of foul trouble
since the bench had been deplet-
ed because of grades. That was
easier said than done, however,
as the Bulldogs were called for
seven fouls in the first period
alone.

The excessive fouls forced 6-7
senior post Colter Morgan to be
benched. However, the Bulldogs
didn’t miss a beat.

“Michael Mendoza, Josh Jones
and Ray Gutierrez did a great job
coming off the bench,” raved
Nichols. “We didn’t just hang on
when they were in the game. We
took a lead and built on it.”

The Bulldogs used defense to
thwart the Badgers in the first
half, holding Merkel to just five
points in the second period.
Coahoma entered the locker
rooms at intermission with a 28-
18 lead. 

“Merkel has some really good 3-
point shooters and the plan was
to take that away from them and
let Colter patrol the middle,”
Nichols said. “Colter had the flu,

though, so we weren’t sure how
much he could play. All eight of
our guys played great defense.
We’re very proud of them.”

Merkel continuously struggled
to find an open look at the basket
in the early moments of the third
period, allowing Coahoma to
open the second half with a 9-2
run. Trailing by 19, the Badgers
put up one last effort with a 7-0
run, trimming the margin to 51-
39 with 3:10 left to play.

However, Coahoma outscored
the Badgers 12-2 over the final
three minutes, remaining perfect
in District 5-2A play.

The Bulldogs were led by Josh
Paniagua’s game-high 20 points.
Logan Stone and Matthew Tatum
joined Paniagua in double fig-
ures, scoring 10 apiece.

“This was a big game for both
teams,” Nichols commented.
“Merkel is still in the playoff
hunt and we’re fighting for a dis-
trict title. So this is a big win at
home. 

“I don’t like to use that clinch
word,” he continued. “We’re get-
ting close to a playoff spot for
sure. We did a great job tonight.
We could’ve folded easily, but we
played tough.”

Coahoma hosts district rival
Stanton Tuesday night in
Bulldog Gym. The two squads
have faced twice this season with
the visiting team claiming the
victory each time. 

Stanton defeated Coahoma by
two in the finals of the Coahoma
Invitational Dec. 1, 2008. The
Bulldogs returned the favor,
drilling the Buffaloes 56-38 Jan.
8.

Merkel 13     5  11   12—41
Coahoma  18   10  19   16—63

Merkel: Grand 5, Thomas 2, Duncan 4,
Wells 6, Cope 11, Newberry 9, Barnhill 2,
Thomas 2.

Coahoma (18-4, 9-0): Mikey Mendoza 6,
Josh Paniagua 20, Josh Jones 6, Rey
Gutierrez 1, Colter Morgan 7, Logan Stone 10,
Matthew Tatum 10, Jovi Paniagua 3.

Coahoma blasts Badgers, 63-41

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull
Coahoma Bulldogs guard Josh Paniagua goes up for two points in the
Bulldogs’ 63-41 victory over Merkel Saturday night in Bulldog Gym at
Coahoma. Paniagua led the Bulldogs with 20 points.

By JONATHAN HULL
Herald Sports Editor

COAHOMA — Still perfect.
Coahoma’s Bulldogettes

remained perfect in District 5-2A
play Saturday night, defeating
the Merkel Lady Badgers, 44-34,
at Bulldog Gym in Coahoma. The
perfect record isn’t nearly as
important as being in first place
in district and also the feat the
Bulldogettes accomplished with
the victory, according to
Coahoma Head Coach Chris
Sumrall.

“Being in first place is what is
most important. This was on a
back-to-back, too,” said Sumrall
after the Bulldogettes claimed
their second victory in as many
nights. “You hear it talked about
all time in the NBA about how
hard it is to play in a back-to-
back and these girls played hard.
I’m pretty proud of them.”

The Lady Badgers came into
Coahoma second in district with
an earlier loss to the Bulldogettes
being the only blemish on their
9-1 record. 

If Merkel was Coahoma’s main
competition, then the competi-
tion looked thin after three peri-
ods. However, the Lady Badgers
showed some fight in the fourth

period, ripping off a 9-0 run with
1:40 left in the game and pulling
within 12 points after having
trailed by as many as 21 points in
the game.

Merkel wouldn’t get much clos-
er, though, as Coahoma’s defense
stayed fresh enough to hold onto
a 10-point margin once the final
horn sounded.

The Bulldogettes improved to
11-0 with the win after picking
up their 10th district win the
night before. Due to inclement
weather, the Bulldogettes and
Lady Badgers were forced to
reschedule their matchup twice.
The shakeup forced Coahoma
into a tournament situation,
playing back-to-back games —
something that rarely happens in
district play.

“One of the things about 16 or
17 year old kids is they don’t
really notice how hard things
can be,” Sumrall said. “They
were kind of oblivious to the
back-to-back so I didn’t mention
anything about it. I figured the
less they think about it the bet-
ter.”

Regardless, the Bulldogettes
remained sharp, wasting little
time to build a lead that proved

See COAHOMA, Page 2B

Bulldogettes improve
to 11-0 in district play

HERALD photo/Jonathan Hull
Coahoma’s Laci Sterling gets to the basket for two of her game-high 25
points in the Bulldogettes’ 44-34 win over the Merkel Lady Badgers
Saturday night in Coahoma.
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Guy Zant
Guy Zant, 56, of Big Spring died on

Saturday, Jan. 26, 2008, in a local hospi-
tal. Funeral services will be held at 4
p.m. today, Monday, Jan. 28, 2008, at the
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel
with Gaylon Lamb, minister of Ackerly
Church of Christ, officiating. Interment
will follow at the Vealmoor Cemetery.

He was born on July 24, 1951, in
Howard County and married Patricia
Underwood on Aug. 19, 1971, in

Vealmoor.
A lifetime resident of Howard County, Guy loved

farming, hunting, fishing, skeet shooting, attending
stock shows and working cattle. He enjoyed baseball,
football, cooking, music, welding and especially the
time he spent with his family. He always had a big
smile and a firm handshake for everyone.

Guy had been a member of Vealmoor Church of
Christ until it closed and was currently attending
Ackerly Church of Christ.

Survivors include his wife, Patricia Zant of Big
Spring; one son and daughter-in-law, Guy Will and
Amy Zant of Big Spring; one granddaughter, Zadie
Kate Zant of Big Spring; his parents, Joe Don and
Dena Zant of Vealmoor; two sisters and one brother-in-
law, Diane Zant of Big Spring and Sheila and David
Armstrong of Vealmoor; two brothers and sisters-in-
law, Joe Don Jr. and Kelly Zant and Ty and Mindy
Zant, all of Vealmoor; and numerous nieces and
nephews. 

The family suggests memorials be made to the
Borden County EMTs or the West Texas Boys Ranch,
10223 Boys Ranch Road, San Angelo 76904-9989.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at:
www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

Tammy D. Ream
Tammy D. Ream of Midland went to

be with her Heavenly Father a short
three weeks after her 39th birthday.
Memorial services will be held at 2 p.m.
today, Monday, Jan. 28, 2008, at the First
United Methodist Church of Midland
with the Rev. John Rech, associate pas-
tor, officiating.  

She was born Jan. 6, 1969, in Sayre,
Okla., to Patricia McCain and Billy
Goines. In 1987, Tammy graduated from

Alvin High School. She attended Howard College,
Baylor University and UT Southwestern Medical
School of Allied Health where she graduated in 1992 as
a certified physician assistant. In 2001, she earned a
.asters degree in PA Studies from the University of
Nebraska.  

Tammy fulfilled a lifelong career dream of helping
others when she graduated in 1992 from UT Southwest
Medical School of Allied Health as a certified physi-
cian’s assistant. Tammy worked in Monahans,
Plainview and Beaumont. In 2002, Tammy and her
family moved to Midland. She began her teaching
career at the Texas Tech University Health Science
Center Physician Assistant Program on the Midland
College campus. She was currently serving as associ-
ate director of the PA program. During her tenure at
the program, approximately 240 students graduated
and are currently working across the state of Texas.
She was very involved in professional organizations as
well. She was a member of the American Academy of
Physician’s Assistants and the Texas Academy of
Physician Assistants. She was president-elect of TAPA
and was scheduled to take office in February. 

She is survived by her husband, Stacey Ream; chil-
dren, Forrest, 11, and Reagan, 8, both of Midland;
mother, Tricia McCain; aunt, Shirleen Brown of Big
Spring; great-aunts, Jean of Big Spring and Loretta of
Oklahoma City; cousins, David Brown of Ohio and
Larry Lowry of Lewisville; step brother, J.W. Heath of
Vernon; adoptive father, Chet Dowdell of Houston;
parents-in-law, Roddy and Jann Caffey of Big Spring
and Jim and Marily Ream of Fort Worth; sisters-in-
law, Kori Caffey of Baton Rouge, La., and Jaime
Bennett; grandparents, Dean and JoAnne Forrest of
Big Spring and Robert and Patti Caffey of San Angelo;
and a host of students and medical professionals from
all of the state.

She was preceded in death by her father, Billy
Goines; aunt, Gayla Lowry Boswell; grandparents,
A.L. and Colleen Lowry; uncle, Rodney Lowry; and
stepfather, Herb McCain. 

A scholarship fund for PA students has been estab-
lished in her honor. The family requests memorials to
this fund be directed to Texas Tech University Health
Science Center PA Program, 3600 N. Garfield, Midland
79705.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory. Online
condolences can be made at: www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

Martha M. Halvena
Martha M. Havlena, 85, of Big Spring died Saturday,

Jan. 26, 2008, at Scenic Mountain Medical Center.
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 

Velma Blagrave
Velma Blagrave, 91, of Big Spring died Sunday, Jan.

27, 2008, in a local nursing home. Her services are
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

Marvin Williams
Marvin Williams, 74, of Big Spring died Sunday, Jan.

27, 2008, at Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez Texas Veterans
Home. Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 a.m.
today:

• BONNIE GRETT STINSON, 36, of 3304 W.
Highway 80, was arrested Saturday on two local capias
warrants.

• CHRISTOVAL MORENO, 48, of 1700 Lancaster,
was arrested Saturday on a charge of possession of a
controlled substance.

• GEORGE STOKES, 54, of Abilene, was arrested
Saturday on a charge of driving while license invalid.

• LISA RAMOS CHAVARRIA, 41, of 1408 S. Donley,
was arrested Saturday on Howard County warrants.

• STACY PENDLETON, 32, of 1715 Highway 350,
was arrested Saturday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• JARRON VANDERBILT, 24, of 1502 Lincoln, was
arrested Sunday on four local warrants and a New
Mexico warrant.

• DENISE DEANDA, 35, of 604 S. Abrams, was
arrested Sunday on a charge of public intoxication.

• THEFT was reported:
- in the 800 block of Interstate Highway 20.
- in the 3300 block of FM 700.
- in the 400 block of Gregg Street.
- in the 2500 block of Wasson.
- in the 200 block of Marcy.
- in the 500 block of Birdwell Lane.
• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA - TWO OUNCES

OR LESS was reported in the 1100 block of Third
Street.

• FAILURE TO IDENTIFY AS A FUGITIVE FROM
JUSTICE - GIVING FALSE INFORMATION was
reported in the 1100 block of Third Street.

• CRIMINAL TRESPASS was reported in the 300
block of Fifth Street.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
- in the 1300 block of Virginia.
- in the 2500 block of Ann Drive.
- in the 2500 block of Langley.
- in the 300 block of Sixth Street.
• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 600

block of Holbert.
• AGGRAVATED ASSAULT was reported in the

1300 block of Wood.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block of E.
Interstate Highway 20. One person was transported to
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of E. 11th
Place. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 18000 block of N.
FM 1584. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of Driver
Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of
Chanute. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the area of N. FM 669.
Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of Brown.
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of Tulane.
One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1000 block of N.
Main Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 4000 block of
Vickey. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 4000 block of
Nicoles. Service refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 200 block of Salem
Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block of E.
Interstate Highway 20. One person was transported to
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of W. 17th
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of
Baylor. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1200 block of Lamar.
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of
Monticello. One person was transported to the VAMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2600 block of Ent.
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of Wood.
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of
Rodgers Road. Service refused.

Today — Mostly cloudy. Windy. Highs in the mid
70s. Southwest winds 20 to 30 mph.

Tonight — Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s.
Southwest winds 15 to 25 mph.

Tuesday — Sunny — Cooler. Highs around 60. West
winds 15 to 25 mph.

Tuesday night — Mostly clear. Colder. Lows in the
upper 20s. Southwest winds around 10 mph shifting to
the southeast after midnight.

Wednesday — Sunny — Windy. Highs in the lower
60s. South winds 20 to 30 mph.

Wednesday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid
30s.

Thursday — Partly cloudy. Colder. Highs in the
upper 40s.

Thursday night — Partly cloudy. Colder. Lows in the
lower 20s.

Friday — Sunny. Highs in the upper 50s.

Police blotter

Sheriff’s report

Fire/EMS

Obituaries

TODAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at

5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758. 

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets in the First Christian Church of Big Spring,
911 Goliad. A different program is offered every
week. Enter through the south side door off 10th
Street. Call 213-1342 for more information. Weigh-in
starts at 5 p.m.; meetings begin at 5:30 p.m.

Bulletin Board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

Weather
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The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 52 inmates at the time of this report.

• PRISCILLA TORRES, 25, was arrested Friday by
the HCSO on a motion to revoke probation for driving
while license invalid with a previous conviction and a
charge of theft by check.

• AMY MONTES, 31, was transferred to the county
jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of theft by check.

• LEON DETRICK EDDINGTON, 29, was arrested
Friday by the HCSO on charges of sexual assault of a
child and a motion to revoke probation for evading
arrest or detention.

• REBECCA JESSICA WILLIAMS, 22, was arrest-
ed Saturday by DPS on a charge of driving while
intoxicated.

• MARK ANTHONY PATTIN, 45, was transferred
to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of
motion for enforcement.

• MARK ANDREW HANSON, 38, was arrested
Saturday by the HCSO on charges of public intoxica-
tion and disorderly conduct - fighting.

• CLAY COWART, 51, was arrested Saturday by the
HCSO on a charge of disorderly conduct.

• JULIA ROBERSON, 25, was arrested Saturday by
DPS on a charge of possession of drug paraphernalia.

• AMANDA DENISE GRAY, 22, was transferred to
the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of
possession of marijuana - two ounces or less.

• MARKUS DEWAYNE GRAVES, 22, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a
charge of failure to identify as a fugitive from justice.

• JASON WEAVER GENTRY, 25, was arrested
Saturday by DPS on charges of possession of drug
paraphernalia and driving while license
invalid/revoked.

• NATASHA MICHELLE MORRIS, 21, was arrest-
ed Sunday by the HCSO on a charge of Class C assault.

• MARKUS DEWAYNE GRAVES, 22, was arrested
Sunday by the HCSO on a charge of evading arrest or
detention.

• ALFREDO HINOJOS HARPER, 18, was arrested
Sunday by the HCSO on a Midland County warrant for
aggravated assault.

• GEORGE GARCIA STOKES SR., 54, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a
charge of driving while license invalid - enhanced.

• TERRY EDWARDS SHIRLEY, 44, was transferred
to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of
criminal trespass.

• LISA ANN CHAVARRIA, 41, was transferred to
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of theft
by check, bondsman off bond for driving while intox-
icated, bondsman off bond for possession of marijuana
- two ounces or less and bail jumping - failure to
appear.
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BSHS
Continued from Page 1B

tors pick up gold medals
in the girls’ division.
Coahoma’s Chelsea
Gonzales was first in the
114-pound platform, lift-
ing a total weight — com-
bined from three different
lifts (squat, bench press
and dead lift) — of 540
pounds. 

Garden City’s Amanda
Trevino took home gold
from the 97-pound plat-
form, lifting a total of 440
pounds.

As a team, Coahoma fin-
ished fourth with 14
points and Garden City
was sixth with 10 points.

In the boys’ division,
the Steers claimed two
gold medals, three silver
and three bronze.
Antwone White and John
Smith lifted their way to
first place finishes in
their respective weight
classes.

White lifted 1,120 total
pounds, giving him the

top performance in the
198-pound platform.
Smith had a grand total of
1,365 pounds for first
place in the 220-pound
class. 

Smith lifted the second
most weight amongst all
lifters at the event, plac-
ing behind only Tahoka’s
Ty Cloe. Cloe won the 275-
pound class, lifting a mas-
sive total of 1,815 pounds.
He was named the meets
top lifter in the heavy
platform (181 to 275-plus
pounds).

Cloe created a buzz
throughout the rest of the
event after he squated 685
pounds and benched 505. 

Coahoma’s top finishes
came from Dusty Salmon
(114) and Aaron Gonzales
(123), who each grabbed
third-place in their
respective weight classes.
Garden City had a fifth-
place performance from
Levi Schaefer as its top
finish in the boys’ divi-
sion.

Tahoka grabbed an edge
on Big Spring in the

lighter platform. The
Bulldogs placed seven
lifters in the top four of
their respective weight
classes, ranging from 114
to 165 pounds. Big Spring
only had three competi-
tors finish third or better
in the platform. 

However, neither school

produced the top lifter in
the light platform.
Lamesa’s Kendrick Cole
was named the smaller
division’s top lifter, hoist-
ing 1,040 total pounds.

The Steers’ next meet is
Feb. 9 with the Coahoma
Bulldogs playing host.

Contact Sports Editor

Jonathan Hull by calling

263-7331, ext. 237, or by e-

mailing him at
sports@bigspringherald.c
om. 
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QUICK CASH REBATES
The Quick Way to Payday

We’ll cash your personal check in minutes, deposit it on your next
payday, up to 14 days, give you the money you need, the long 

distance you want and the discount you deserve!
Requirements For Service: 1) Valid Picture ID

2) Verification Of Income
3) Most Recent Checking Account Statement

612 S. Gregg          Big Spring, Texas        432-263-4400
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

By Steve Becker

COAHOMA
Continued from Page 1B

insurmountable for Merkel.
Coahoma led 15-8 after one peri-
od and 26-12 at halftime. Both of
Coahoma’s wins over the Lady
Badgers this season came by 10
points.

Laci Sterling led the

Bulldogettes with a game-high
25 points.

Coahoma continues its march
for a perfect district season
Tuesday, playing host to a
familiar nemesis — Stanton’s
Lady Buffaloes. A Bulldogettes’
victory clinches the District 5-
2A title for Coahoma.

Merkel 8    4  2  20—34
Coahoma  15  11  2  16—44

Coahoma (25-4, 11-0): Shelbi Paige 6,
Laci Sterling 25, Janice Gonzalez 6, Christie
Rich 3, Heather Sheppard 4.

Merkel: Hood 6, Bellah 3, Szabo 4, New
12, Keith 8, Smallridge 1.

Notes: The junior varsity
Coahoma Bulldogettes compet-
ed in the district tournament
this weekend, beating Hawley,
Merkel and Stanton by a com-
bined 70 points to win the
District 5-2A JV Championship. 

The Bulldogettes opened with
a 30-point win over Hawley, 61-
31. K’Leigh Fowler led with 20
points with Kylie Gee scoring
15 and Kalea Neff adding 11.

Gee would lead Coahoma past
a pesky Merkel squad next,
scoring a game-high 12 points
in the Bulldogettes’ 35-20 win.

Gee then equaled Stanton’s
offensive output in the finals,
matching Stanton’s 17 points as

Coahoma claimed the title with
an impressive 42-17 victory.

Gee averaged 15 points and
Fowler scored 12 a game to lead
the Bulldogettes.

Contact Sports Editor
Jonathan Hull by calling 263-
7331, ext. 237, or by e-mailing
him at sports@bigspringher-
ald.com.

By DENNIS WASZAK Jr.
AP Sports Writer

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Tom
Brady says he’ll be fit to play in
the Super Bowl, and that
includes his world-famous right
ankle.

“It’s feeling good. I’ll be ready
to go,” the New England
Patriots quarterback said
Sunday night when the AFC
champions met the media for
the first time shortly after
arriving in Phoenix.

Brady, making his first com-
ments since beating San Diego
in the AFC championship game
a week ago, walked up the three
short steps to the podium with
ease, showing no signs of the
injury that has become THE
hot topic since he was spotted
wearing a protective boot last
Monday.

Though he was in great spir-
its — laughing, smiling and
taking “Gisele” questions in
stride, Brady also acknowl-
edged he got hurt in the
Patriots’ 21-12 victory in the
AFC title game.

“It was in the San Diego
game, I think in the third quar-
ter,” Brady said, adding that it
came on a sack. The injury is
reportedly a minor high ankle
sprain.

New England will try to

become the first team in NFL
history to finish 19-0 when it
plays the New York Giants in
the Super Bowl next Sunday.

“I’m not concerned about how
it’s going to affect my play,” he
said. “This won’t keep me out.”

Last Monday, he was caught
on videotape sporting a protec-
tive boot on his right foot while
visiting supermodel girlfriend
Gisele Bundchen in New York.
The sight of the boot caused a
major stir and concern among
Patriots fans and bolstered
Giants fans hopes for an upset.

But even after he returned to
Foxborough two days later,
there were no quick answers
about the “boot” because Brady
was nowhere to be found when
reporters went looking for him
in the locker room and at prac-
tice.

Whatever. The dapper, dim-
ple-chinned quarterback cer-
tainly looked fine Sunday.

“I mean how good does it feel
for me to see him walking
around? I really don’t care how
he’s walking around,” line-
backer Tedy Bruschi said.
“He’ll be walking around fine
Sunday.”

Coach Bill Belichick, who
spoke before Brady, was typi-
cally tight-lipped about the
injury and Brady’s status.

“We’ll update our injury

report on Wednesday,”
Belichick said with a smirk.
“And, I look forward to it, too.”

When Brady was asked, he
grinned and said, “How’s the
ankle? What did coach say?”

The reporter responded with:
“He said ask you.”

Brady laughed and shook his
head.

“Did he?” he said. “Wow,
that’s different.”

Brady, wearing a navy, pin-
striped suit and sweater vest,
his white shirt open at the col-
lar, smiled throughout the news
conference and was in a playful
mood. Asked about the ankle
once again, he interrupted the
reporter and said, “Last ques-
tion of the week.”

THE ankle has been the sub-
ject of endless rumors and gos-
sip since THE quarterback was
caught on camera last week
heading up the steps of a town
house to see his girlfriend,
flowers in hand.

“I was just trying to get into
the house as fast as I could,”
Brady said. “I was trying to
hobble along. It kind of caught
me off guard.”

Later that day and on
Tuesday, he wasn’t wearing the
boot when photographed.

“It’s just part of the world
we’re living in,” he said.
“Those places I went for refuge,

I guess I can’t go anymore. If
we were 0-16, nobody would
(care).”

Probably not, but the MVP
quarterback is one of the most
closely watched athletes in all
of sports.

“Yeah, it’s been an interesting
week,” he said. “I’m much
lighter on my toes than I
thought.”

Brady also issued a playful
warning: “Don’t any of you
chase me around. I won’t be
nearly as nice as I was last
week.”

While Brady appeared com-
fortable and at ease at the podi-
um, Belichick was his usual
gruff, monotone self — except
when he talked glowingly about
Brady, Bruschi, the Giants and
the scheduled halftime per-
former, Tom Petty.

“I think it’s great,” he said of
Petty, with a half-smile. “I wish
I could stand out there and lis-
ten to it, but I’ll have some of
his CDs playing in my office
this week. That’ll put me in the
mood: “Free Fallin’.”

Belichick made no revelations
— surprise! — during the more
than 20 minutes, but insisted he
doesn’t despise dealing with the
media each day during the
week leading up to the big
game.

“Not at all,” he said. “I think

you have a job to do and you
are our connection between our
football team, our fans, and the
people who have an interest in
the game. I respect the job that
you do and hope that you
respect the job I do.”

It’s hard not to, especially
considering his winning
resume. Belichick has a chance
to join Pittsburgh’s Chuck Noll
as the only coaches to win four
Super Bowl titles. The outside
distractions that come with
playing in the big game are a
welcomed nuisance for
Belichick.

“It’s the trip you want to be
on, I can tell you that,” he said.
“You spend all season trying to
get to this point. We’re proud to
be here, just excited to be
here.”

Standing in the Patriots’ path
to perfection is a familiar oppo-
nent in the Giants, who nearly
upset them before falling 38-35
in Week 17. The Patriots also
beat them in the preseason — a
game in which Brady didn’t
play.

“We are taking it one game at
a time,” defensive end Richard
Seymour said. “We understand
what the Giants present and we
are trying to win this one game
and we’ll let you guys decide
our place in history.”

Brady acknowledges injury, says he’ll be ready

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

DALLAS — Dirk Nowitzki
knows all too well that he’s hav-
ing his worst 3-point shooting
season since his rookie year.
Worse yet, he’s not sure why.

But the reigning MVP is still
willing to put them up.

Nowitzki made consecutive 3-
pointers late in the fourth quar-
ter and wound up scoring 14 of
the final 16 points for the
Dallas Mavericks, helping them
hold off the Denver Nuggets 90-
85 Sunday evening.

“If I’m open, I’m still going to
shoot,” said Nowitzki, the only
7-footer to win the 3-point con-
test at the All-Star game. “I’m
staying confident. I keep get-

ting good looks, too. I’m not
worried. The team wants me to
shoot them when I’m open.”

Nowitzki finished with 32
points, his most in 21 games.
He was 12-of-17 with 11
rebounds, four assists and two
blocks.

“He’s a tough cover,” Nuggets
coach George Karl said. “He got
some open looks, but some of
his shots were undefendable.”

Actually, Nowitzki missed his
first two 3-pointers, continuing
a season-long trend. He came
into this game making only 31.5
percent from behind the arc,
well below his career average of
37.8, and he’d made only one in
the last seven games.

The Mavericks were ahead
anyway, mainly because the

Nuggets were finally showing
signs of missing Carmelo
Anthony and his 25.5 points per
game. 

While this was the third
straight he’s missed with a
sprained ankle, Denver won the
previous two.

Anthony Carter helped the
Nuggets make a run at the lead
by scoring 11 straight points in
the fourth quarter, but
Nowitzki kept the Mavericks in
front. His first 3 came after
Carter made it 74-70, then the
next one answered after Carter
made it 77-73.

Carter also got Denver within
86-83 with 18 seconds left, but
Nowitzki went 4-for-4 from the
line the rest of the way.

The Mavericks won for the

11th time in 13 games, but they
weren’t very crisp. They missed
their first 10 3-pointers and
scored only 15 points in the
third quarter. Josh Howard had
20 points, eight rebounds and
five assists for Dallas, but 12 of
his points came in the first
quarter.

Jason Terry scored 19 and ran
the offense most of the second
half as starting point guard
Devin Harris was in foul trou-
ble, then hurt his left ankle. No
others Mavericks player scored
more than six points.

Harris landed awkwardly on a
hard drive to the basket early
in the fourth quarter. He didn’t
put any weight on it while
being helped to the locker room
and he left the arena on crutch-

es, the foot in a protective boot
and still not bearing any
weight. 

The team initially called it a
sprain, but changed it to a
generic “injury.”

Harris did not travel with the
team to Memphis. Instead, he’s
scheduled to have an MRI on
Monday and consult with team
doctors.

“He’s a big part of our team,”
Howard said. “We’re going to
need him.”

Denver, meanwhile, might get
Anthony back Monday night in
New Orleans. Anthony took
some shots on the floor before
this game.

“Knowing Melo, I think he’ll
be ready, but I can’t guarantee
it,” Karl said.

Nowitzki’s 32 points takes Mavs past Nuggets
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Announcements
COME JOIN us at Master 
Hans Arts, Big Spring where 
you can get in shape and stay 
fit. First class is always free. 
Contact 432-517-4117.

Business Opportunity
BIG SPRING ROUTE
Executive Level Income!
Exclusive Territory Offer.
Inventory, Accounts &
Training. Invest $12,950
(800)373-5470.

Cemetery Lots
SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational
A BRIGHTER FUTURE!

Train to become an
Electrical Technician!

Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for 

those who qualify.
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 212
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Help Wanted

METER READING position 
now available. Please apply at 
txucorp.com

EXPERIENCED DRIVER 
NEEDED!! We have developed 
a new compensation structure 
and are willing to pay for your 
experience. Our drivers are im-
portant to us. In addition to 
competitive pay you will also 
receive an excellent benefit 
package. Apply at 3112 N Hwy 
87 or call: 432-267-9434.

Help Wanted

ACTIVITY COORDINATOR - 
P/T Instructor for after school 
nonprofit program. Must be 
creative and resourceful. Re-
warding and flexible position! 
28 hrs month $15/$18 hr. 
Email: 
kdanley@ti-f.org

ADMINISTRATIVE AND Cus-
tomer Service positions avail-
able. Paid training. Start imme-
diately. Call (902)412-2821.

HOWARD COLLEGE
Big Spring

Part-Time Medication Aide 
Instructor needed at the Big 
Spring campus to teach the 
Medication Aide and Medica-
tion Aide renewal courses. 
Must be a licensed Registered 
Nurse in the state of Texas and 
have a minimum of two years 
experience in caring for indi-
viduals in a long-term care set-
ting or be an instructor in a 
school or nursing. Salary 
based on Education and or ex-
perience.
Please apply to:
Howard County 
Junior College District
Human Resource Office, 
1001 Birdwell Lane,
Big Spring, TX 79720
For complete position notice 
and application, visit our web-
site at 
www.howardcollege.edu.

Help Wanted
ATTENTION

POLICE OFFICERS &
FIRE FIGHTERS

Are you the Best?
Can you make the top 10%?

If so......
Apply for these positions today:

Fire Fighters
$27,31.15-$36,202.28 DOEC
Deadline for applications is 

Wednesday,
January 30th, 5:00 p.m.

Testing begins 9:00 a.m., Sat, 
February 2nd, 2008

Police Officers Cert. 
& Non

$32,427.20 Cert.- 
$29,966.56 Non-Cert.

Test date to be announced
Communications Officer

Wastewater Plant Operator
Utility Service Worker

Heavy Equipment Operator
(2) Positions- 

Landfill & Sanitation
Staff Accountant

$30,114.24 Annually
Information Tech Specialist  I

$30,114.24
We offer EXCELLENT BENE-
FITS including 100% paid Em-
ployee Health Ins.

Inquire to:
Human Resources

City of Big Spring, Texas
Phone: (432)264-2346 

Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to 
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

EOE

BUS DRIVER NEEDED: 
Sands CISD has a position 
open for a school bus driver. 
Morning and /or afternoon 
route available. Class B CDL 
with endorsements required. 
For more information call 
(432)213-1623 or 
(432)353-4888.

COME JOIN our friendly team 
at Kate’s Fina Mart. Good 
benefits. Now hiring full & part 
time. Must be 18 yrs. old. Apply 
at 1100 N. Lamesa Hwy.

NEED EXPERIENCED Lube 
Tech/Porter. Apply in person 
only at Service Department 
Pollard Chevrolet, Buick & Ca-
dillac, 1501 East 4th.

Help Wanted
DUNCAN DISPOSAL -  Now 
hiring a driver for the Coahoma 
area. Need at least a Class B 
CDL. Experience Preferred for 
a driver’s position. Must be 
able to pass mandatory DOT 
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls 
please. The job includes 40+ 
hours weekly Mon- Fri., with 
some Sat. mornings. An hourly 
rate with benefits package is 
available. Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Please Call Arthur 
432-770-3966.

Electrician/  Meter 
Technician Positions

The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has openings for 
an Industrial Electrician. Elec-
trical experience and training 
required. A Meter Technician 
position is also available. A 
CDL license and mechanical 
experience are helpful. Will 
work out of Big Spring, TX. 
District benefits include paid 
vacation and holidays, sick 
leave, retirement plan, and 
group insurance. EOE
Applications are required to be 
considered for employment 
and are available at the Dis-
trict’s office, 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas or by 
calling 432-267-6341.

EXPERIENCED MECHANIC.
Must have own tools. ASE pre-
ferred, but not required. Apply 
in person or call (432)267-7421 
for appointment. Pollard Chev-
rolet, Buick.

NOW HIRING
COMMERCIAL 

Mechanic/ Driver
Pre employment physical and 

drug test required. 
Must have own tools and CDL. 

Apply to: 2800 Windecker
(Midland airport)

or call (432)563-5393 or 
(432)638-2920 
Mail resume to:

General Superintendent 
PO BOX 60708

MIDLAND, TX 79711

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Call (432)267-6027, 
(432)213-1186.

Help Wanted
Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez

Texas State Veterans Home
We recognize that our

employees are our greatest 
asset, providing flexible 

schedules and one of the 
most attractive benefits packet:

Currently hiring the 
following positions:

*Licensed Vocational Nurses
*Certified Nurses Aides

(Full-time or Part-time)
Activities Assistant

Salary Based On Experience
1809 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring, Tx 79720
(432)268-8387

(432)268-1987 Fax
“Equal Opportunity Employer”

MEDICAL OFFICE needs bill-
ing clerk for front desk. Send 
resume to P.O. Box 150, Big 
Spring, Texas 79721.

MIDWAY BAPTIST Church is 
looking for a responsible indi-
vidual to work in the nursery on 
Sundays during the morning 
and evening services. You 
must have good references to 
be considered for the position. 
Please apply in person at 6200 
S Service Rd. Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 AM-12:30 PM.

NEED A job today? Come be a 
delivery driver for Domino’s 
Pizza. We pay competitive 
hourly wages & put cash in 
your pocket daily! Working for 
the other guys? Bring your ex-
perience over to Domino’s 
Pizza and get paid top dollar. 
Part time and full time positions 
available. Need day hours? 
Need night hours? We have all 
shifts available. We work with 
ALL types of schedules. Apply 
now and get hired on the 
spot (some restrictions ap-
ply). 
2111 Greg Street 
EOE, Drug Free environment

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PHLEBOTOMIST NEEDED for 
Local Doctor’s Office M-F. 
Full-time. Call 432-230-6717 or 
fax resume 432-333-1856.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

DRIVERS: CDL-A Local/Full-
time. 18 months Exp. Req. 
Great pay & benefits! 
800-234-4648. 

FORKLIFT/DOT DRIVER:
CDL, Exp w/ Articulated fork. 
Req. Great pay & benefits! 
Midland based. 800-234-4648.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. 
Avg. Pay  $20/hour or $57K 
annually including Federal 
Benefits and OT. Offered by 
Exam Services, not Aff. 
w/USPS who hires. 
1-866-795-4058.

Help Wanted
POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. 
Avg. Pay  $20/hour or $57 K 
annually including Federal 
Benefits and OT. Paid Training 
Vacations. PT/FT. 
1-866-795-4058 USWA.

PROPERTY MANAGER
needed, part-time, to collect 
rents, show vacancies, report 
to established company in 
Odessa. Real estate license 
preferred, or willingness to get 
one. Flexible hours 10-20 per 
week. Fax resume to 
(432)272-7077 or email 
slee@properTrealty.net

RECEPTIONIST NEEDED. 
Qualifications: Mature individ-
ual, basic computer skills & 
phone personality. 
Monday-Saturday. Preferred 
Non-Smoker. Send resume: 
c/o Big Spring Herald, PO Box 
1431/221, Big Spring, TX 
79721. 

RED MESA Grill has openings 
for Full/Part Time, Day & Eve-
ning. Wait Staff. Apply 2401 S. 
Gregg.

SALES REPS NEEDED 
Local Company Seeking expe-
rienced, motivated, energetic 
Sales associates. Must have 
great people skills, sales expe-
rience & calling experience. 
Call (432)599-8018 or Apply at 
Big Spring Pack and Ship.

Want to Buy
TOP PRICES paid for Railroad 
Antiques. Especially want 
Texas & Pacific items. Also 
dining car items- any railroad. 
Call Warren Taylor 
432-685-1910 evenings.

WANTED EXPERIENCED
Plumbers and Plumber Help-
ers. Call 806-866-0052.

WANTED: ENTRY level me-
chanic and field position for 
natural gas processing plant 
NE of Big Spring, TX. Excellent 
salary and benefits. Mail re-
sume to Supervisor, 11703 E. 
FM 846, Coahoma, TX 79511 
or fax to 432-399-4290 or email 
mwcol@crcom.net

Water Quality Specialist
Full time position requires 
Bachelor’s degree in biology, 
chemistry or natural resources.  
Minimum 3 years work experi-
ence, self starter, ability to 
multi-task. Salary DOE, Vaca-
tion, Health, 457B, Defined 
Benefits Plan, Educational 
Benefits, EOE. Send resume 
to: CRMWD, PO Box 869, Big 
Spring, TX 79721.

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
125 SOL-AIR Air compressor- 
$3,000.00, 225 Bobcat welding 
machine- $2,000.00. Call 
432-559-8432.

FIREWOOD. PREMIUM OAK 
FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $285.00 Full Cord 
& $175.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

SATURDAY: February 2 From 
9am-1pm Only. American 
Limestone has stone panels, 
bits & pieces at low cost. Cor-
ner of 1st Ave. and Wright 
Ave., Southeast side in Air 
Park.

Miscellaneous
100% LEATHER sofa & love. 
No vinyl. Never used. List, 
$2749. Asking $680..................
BEAUTIFUL cherry 6 pc louise 
phillipe bedroom set, must see. 
$595. 806-549-3110.

2001 TURNABOUT Electric 
Rascal. New, never been used. 
Call (432)267-2907 for more in-
formation.

BRAND NAME Queen ortho-
pedic pilowtop mattress set, 
unused. $129. 806-549-3110.

Ameri-Tech Building
Systems

Management Position for
new portable building manu-
facturing facility in Big
Spring. The right candidate
will be a self-starter, self-
managing, dependable and
responsible. Must have
experience in building or
construction. Ameri-Tech is
a growing, fast-paced, drug-
free company with competi-
tive pay and a full range of
benefits. EOE. Apply in per-
son at 5212 South Service
Road, East I-20 or fax appli-
cation to 936-598-6359,
Attn: Jamie White.

9723

Agri-Empresa Transportation, Inc.

NOW HIRING CDL DRIVERS
NEW PAY PLAN - LATE MODEL EQUIPMENT

FLATBED & BULK PNEUMATIC HAULING OILFIELD CHEMICALS

<GUARANTEED $.35 / MILE - PAID WEEKLY>
COMPANY BENEFITS:

Health Insurance - Prescription Card - Dental - Vision - Flex Spending

401K - Life Insurance - Disability - Paid Vacation

+ New Safety & Retention Bonus +

CALL 800-255-0637 OR 432-694-0778
6001 West Industrial - Midland, TX 9721

HIRING MIXER DRIVERS
Class A or B CDL license and a good driving record
required. Starting wage is $12.00 and $12.50 with

Mixer experience.

HIRING MECHANIC
Assist lead mechanic in performing repairs and

maintenance on diesel equipment. Potential
employees need a good driving record. Starting

wage is $11.50 to $12.50 per hour depending on
experience. We offer an excellent benefits package
including, medical, dental, and 401k  profit sharing.
Employment will include a 40 hour wage guarantee

and quarterly bonus plan.

Apply in person at
605 North Benton
Big Spring, Texas

EOE/AA employer
9770

TRANSMIT MIX CONCRETE

WIND FARM OPPORTUNITIES!!
ELECTRICIAN, LINEMAN, SPLICER, 

OPERATOR, TOWER CLIMBER & LABORER

Electrical Contractor seeking dependable
Electrician’s, Linemen, Splicer’s, Operator’s,

Tower Climber’s & Laborer’s with 5 yr. exp. In
Commercial / Industrial. Drug Testing Req.

Excellent benefits.

Fax resume to Melissa @ 325-766-3032
8685

WEST TEXAS 
VA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

300 Veterans Blvd.
Big Spring, Texas

We welcome you to join our health care team.
The WTVAHCS is currently accepting applications for:

REGISTERED NURSE

Staff Nurse / Several Positions in
Operating Room, Out-Patient Clinic, Med/Surg,

Consult Management

LICENSED VOCATIONAL NURSE
Several positions and shifts available

10 paid holidays/Guaranteed Hours
MD’s/RN’s - 26 vacation days
Educational Assistance

Stable Work Environment/401(k) Plan
Child Care Tuition Assistance Program
Educational Debt Reduction

Contact Human Resources at the above address or
To learn more about employment opportunities,
Please visit us on the web at www.usajobs.gov

Phone (432) 264-4820    Fax: (432) 264-4863

9771

Veterans encouraged to apply

The Price of Freedom is visible here

We Offer

Major home furnishings retailer looking for
Both Full Time & Part Time

Office Clerk
Position requires computer experience, customer

service and general office skills.

SALES
Appliance, Electronics & Furniture sales experi-
ence a plus. Attractive Commission Program.

WAREHOUSE & DELIVERY

Physical required. Must be 21 or older. Driving and
Criminal Activity records will be checked. Heavy
lifting (125 lbs.) required. Furniture, Electronics

and Appliance installation experience a plus.
Competitive wages.

Apply at:
2004 E. 42nd St., Odessa

Or
3111 Cuthbert, Midland

All positions require some nights and weekends.
Bilingual a plus. Drug free environment. All open
positions have a benefit package which includes:

Medical Coverage, Free Life Insurance, Paid
Vacation & Sick leave, Profit Sharing / 401(k)

Retirement and more.
An Equal Opportunity Employer 9726
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Miscellaneous
CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

Miscellaneous
DEER LEASE Wanted. Hus-
band and wife hunting team. 
Looking for deer lease to take 
kids too. Call (432)935-4299.

Miscellaneous
BRAND NEW double/full size 
mattress set $105. TWIN matt 
set. $95. Both new, warranty....
CHERRY DINING table & 
chairs. Deep, rich finish, 
Boxed. List $600 Take $199. 
806-549-3110.

CHENILLE SOFA $300, love 
$379, chair $299. Can sepa-
rate or $990 takes all................
SLEEPER SOFA and loveseat 
with pillows. Wrong color. 
Worth $2400, sell $800. 
806-549-3110.

National Ads

NOW HIRING Home Typists. 
$5000 Guaranteed in 30 Days. 
Apply Online: 
www.Job862.com 

National Ads
"CAN YOU Dig It?" Heavy 
Equipment School. 3wk train-
ing program. Backhoes, Bull-
dozers, Trackhoes. Local job 
placement asst. Start digging 
dirt Now. 866-362-6497 or 
888-707-6886. 

****$700.-$800,000 FREE
CASH GRANTS/ 
PROGRAMS-2008!, Personal 
bills, School, Business/Hous-
ing. Approx. $49 billion un-
claimed 2007! Almost Every-
one Qualifies! Live Operators 
Listings 1-800-592-0362 Ext. 
178. 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast, Affordable, Accredited 
FREE Brochure. CALL NOW! 
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 592 
www.continentalacademy.com 

National Ads
****$700.-$800,000.++ 2008!
FREE CASH GRANTS/PRO-
GRAMS! Never Repay! Per-
sonal/Medical bills, School, 
Housing, Business. AS SEEN 
ON T.V. Live Operators, List-
ings, Call 1-800-270-1213 Ext. 
176. 

**FREE CASH GRANTS/PRO-
GRAMS!** $700.-$800,000 
2008 Never Repay! Personal, 
Medical, Business, Real Es-
tate, School. No Credit check! 
Same Day processing! Live 
Operators! Listings 
1-800-274-5086 Ext. 177. 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Graduate in 4 weeks! 
CALL TOLL FREE NOW! 
1-877-698-3540 ext. 501 
www.southeasternhs.com 

National Ads

ADRENALIN : C.W. TIFFIN'S 
SECOND FICTIONAL NOVEL. 
All humans possess the chemi-
cal 'Adrenalin' It's the body's 
fight or flight mechanism. In 
most, it lies dormant. But in ex-
treme situations, it can be un-
controllable and the 
results deadly! Go to: 
wwwtrafford.com/07-0380 or 
call: 1-888-232-4444. 

COMPLETE T-SHIRT PRINT 
SHOP! $1195.00+shipping 
Silkscreen equipment, sup-
plies+training video. Free Bro-
chure. Video & Manual only 
$19.95. 
www.homecashbusiness.com 
1-800-311-8962. 

7455 Cotton Strippers for sale
26 to choose from

1,000 to 3,000 hours
Pricing from $45,000 to $63,000

Many row configurations to choose from
For more information please call:
806-292-6147; 806-292-6157 or

806-292-6159 8687
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®: Advice for those in need

National Ads
DONT SWEAT It! FIRE UP 
your Future. Nationally Accred-
ited 4wk HVAC Heating/AC) 
Program. Get EPA/OSHA Cer-
tified. Local Job Placement 
Asst. Financing Available. 
877-994-9904.

DRIVERS - A Great Career!
Schneider National is now Hir-
ing Experienced Class A Driv-
ers in your area. Great Pay, 
Benefits & Home Time. Toll 
Free 1-866-619-6081 Ad # 
3120.

EARN $2,000 per week.
Sales Consultants Needed
High commission + residuals.
Training provided.
Contact: Dave Lindlief
Synergetic PSI
1-877-964-9128. 

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS! 
Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $48 per 
hour / No Experience
Full Benefits / Paid Training
1-866-409-2663 ext. 22 
Closed Sundays.

GOODBYE DIAL-UP! Fast 
Broadband Satellite Internet. 
30-50X Faster. $0 Upfront Plan 
plus $100 Rebate. Money Back 
Guarantee! 1-866-425-4990; 
www.Continuous
Broadband.com 

MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get 
paid to shop! Retail/Dining es-
tablishments need undercover 
clients to judge quality/cus-
tomer service. Earn up to $150 
a day. Call 1-888-534-5015.

OWN A Computer? 
Put it to Work!
Earn $1500-$7500/mo. PT/FT 
FREE info package online.
www.makeitsowealthy.com

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K /yr. 
incl. Fed. Benefits and OT. 
Offered by Exam Services, not 
Aff. w/USPS who hires. 
1-866-483-1059. 

RESEARCHER POSITION
available. FT/PT. No experi-
ence needed. Will Train. 
1-877-281-9308. 

SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET .69 p/m 
Ladies Free!! 
1-800-201-TALK

STOP RENTING!!
Gov't & Bank Foreclosures! 
$0 to Low Down! No Credit 
Check! Call NOW! 
1-800-728-6701. 

TIMESHARES!!! TIRED of 
fees? Call Buyatimeshare.com 
to sell, rent or buy a timeshare. 
Get free info today and get 
cash at closing. Call Now! 
1-877-379-6524. 

TRUCK DRIVERS
Wanted-Best Pay and Home 
Time! Apply Online Today over 
750 Companies! One Applica-
tion, Hundreds of Offers! 
http://hammerlanejobs.com 

WORK FROM Home and 
spend More time with your 
family Selling travel 
208-317-7214 
www.ytb-opportunity.com 

On the Farm
42 ACRES- Pasture Land for 
Lease or Rent. South Service 
Road in Coahoma. Call 
(936)646-4887.

SWP CONSTRUCTION
Brush Control

Excavator w/attachments
806-549-7204 Dwainna

806-549-7203 Urda
swp@swpconstruction.com

Real Estate for Rent

$480/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 x 
F086.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom  Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions.  (432)263-3461 -Tom.

304 EAST 20th. 2 Bedroom, 1 
bathhouse. Wood floors. 
Fenced yard. Gas heat. 
AC-window units. $425.00 
month, $295.00 deposit. Call 
(432)816-1255 after 5:00 pm.

Real Estate for Rent
FURNISHED APT. extended 
stay hotel. Weekly $245.00 
plus tax, monthly $700.00 and 
up. Microwave and fridge. Call 
1-800-677-8175.

NICE BRICK Office Building at 
2000 South Birdwell Lane, 
3300 sq. feet, with 11 Offices 
and ample parking. $1500 Per 
month. Please Contact Lucy 
432-263-5000.

RETAIL BUILDING on Gregg 
Street. 2200 sq. feet. $400.00 
Per month with 1 year lease. 
Please contact Lucy 
432-263-5000.

SMALL OFFICE 2406 Main. 
Call 432-634-1272.

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale
2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty. 
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

2508 S. Monticello 3/2. Newly 
renovated home. In ground 
pool. $82,900.00 open house 
Sunday 1-27-08. 2-4 pm. Call 
432-213-4715 or 213-4703. No 
owner finance.

2810 CORONADO Ave. 2700 
sq feet, 4 bdrm, 3 bath, 3 living 
areas, fireplace, dishwasher, 
sprinkler system. $150K. Call 
432-816-4029 or 816-5397.

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water 
well, duplex rentals. Call 
432-517-0642 for more info.

BEAUTIFUL- 2002, 3000sq. ft. 
custom home on 9 acres. 4-5 
Bdrm, 3.5 bath, inground pool, 
horse stalls, huge storage 
shed. Price to Sell 
$259,000.00. Call 
361-492-0270.

BRICK 3 Bedroom- 2 Bath 
Lots of updates, fireplace, stor-
age shed, new fence, covered 
patio and 2 car carport. 
$69,000 Gayle Hirsch, Real-
tors. 432-582-0600.
CLEAN LOT- 80X140 feet. Lo-
cated  at 500 Union Street. 
Best Price in Town $3,000.00. 
$500.00 Down and make 
monthly payment.  Call Bill 
Chrane (432)213-0426.

FORECLOSURE 3 bd, 2 ba 
Only $30,005!  Must see! For 
listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

OWNER FINANCE
TOUGH CREDIT OK
ONLY 5% DOWN
3726 Adams, 3 bed, 1 1/2 bath, 
CH/A. $44,900. Recorded info. 
432-687-2696.

OWNER FINANCED Houses 
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore, 1518 
Wood and 508 State. Easy 
Terms. Call Reagan at 
432-634-6818.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
1995 CROWN Victoria, 4-door, 
runs good. Asking $2,100. Call 
(432)270-4541.

2002 CHEVY Suburban Z71 
4X4. Very clean. Leather mem-
ory front seats, DVD player 
w/cordless headphones, 
CD/Cassette player, AM/FM ra-
dio, captain chairs and third 
row seating, 96,000 miles. 
$16,000.. Call (432)935-2166, 
935-2165 for more information.

2003 FORD Ranger, 4-door, 
V-6, automatic, loaded. Very 
clean. Will sale for trade-in. 
$7,200. 1906 Goliad. Call 
(432)267-3217.

2005 NISSAN Altima 3.5 SE 
V6 with chrome rims and sun 
roof. Good Gas Mileage.  Very 
Clean. $11,500.00. Call 
(432)270-853l, 360-990-1767.

New Appliances &
Fixtures

Dish Network w/300+

Channels Incl 34 Latino

Hi-speed Wireless
Internet

Picnic/BBQ Area

New Laundry & Vending

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432) 714-4840

South Plains Apts
Effiicciienccy,  1  &  22  Bdrmss

27
09

9

$299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

538 Westover                                     263-1252     
Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

32
24

0

+ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

ANSWERS

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Today’s airy moon in

Libra brings focus to
those people and things
that keep
our lives in
delicate
balance.
Pondering a
well-placed
art object is
restful for
the mind. So
is as being
in relaxed
and
intelligent
company.
Observe the unity of
beautiful things and
people around you. It’s
uplifting and a boost for
relationships. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). If it’s a weird scene
— step inside. Try to
figure out your role in it
all. Today, the weirder
the better. You could find
your next love, a true
friend or an employee
among a peculiar mix of
people. Aquarius is a
lucky contact.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Solutions to
relationship problems
could occur while
driving, showering or
during a phone call while
you’re waiting on hold.
Poetic justice happens
tonight. Wrongs are set
right. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). What you think
everyone knows is
actually your own private
phenomenon. You’ll have
to fill in the blanks for
the clueless people
(meaning everyone but

you).
CANCER (June 22-July

22). Just because
something isn’t working
right doesn’t mean it’s
exactly broken. You’re
tempted to upgrade to the
latest and greatest, but
the timing isn’t right.
Don’t do anything rash.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Do what’s right. Don’t
hesitate, don’t fumble.
You may think you don’t
know what’s right, but on
a deeper level, you do.
Trust your own innate
goodness — others are
counting on you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Have as much fun as
possible. Refuse to feel
pressured in any way.
This is your day to relax
totally. Sagittarius and
Leo people help you with
guilt-free, exuberant play. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Don’t stop now! You’re so
close to that little slice of
heaven on earth you’ve
been striving for. Take a
breath and sprint to the
finish line. Your
adrenaline will kick in to
see you through.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Ask for the resources
you need. But if the
answer is “no,” don’t
worry. It’s ingenuity that
will take you the rest of
the distance toward
getting your project
finished.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). The unspoken
rules of being in a
relationship involve
spending time with the
other person’s “people.”
There’s no way to get out

of this one gracefully. It’s
your turn.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Sensitivity is
underrated in a dog-eat-
dog kind of world. But
the advantage that
sensitivity can bring is
immeasurable. Messages
are subtle, so listen to
nuances, especially when
listening to your own
heart.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Initiate action
and introduce new ideas.
Unfortunately, you may
be met by the ultimate
passive-aggressive
mantra, “Whatever.” Do
not engage the
“whatever” people! Walk
away! 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). It’s human nature to
look for the flaws in
others as a way of feeling
OK with one’s own
shortcomings. Do the
opposite now. Look for
the beauty and see your
own in the process.

FORECAST FOR THE
WEEK AHEAD: Have you
ever been stopped at a
stoplight and had the
sensation you were
moving forward when it
was really the car next to
you rolling back? The
planets of speed and
movement create that
bizarre optical illusion
this week. Technically,
retrograde is an illusion
from the Earth’s
perspective — just a
change of pace. So how
do we flow with it?
Mercury in Aquarius
stimulates bright ideas
with change of direction,

and Mars in Gemini
moves a few outstanding
goals forward. We may
need to take a few steps
back to move ahead, but
it’s no U-turn. Just turn
up the radio and listen to
the song “Baby.” Mercury
sings, “Let’s cruise Ö
away from here. Don’t be
confused, the message is
clear.” Mercury
retrograde is a fine time
to reevaluate, rethink and
reconsider those bright
ideas you’ve meant to put
into motion but kept
parked — they’re likely
really good ones. Mercury
will retrograde through
only air signs during
2008, focusing our
collective attention on the
way we communicate
with each other, our
vision for progress and
our learning and
thinking processes — all
helpful. This week, if you
get stuck on the
information
superhighway,
remember, it’s a
momentary blip. Just
cruise. 

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

Dear Annie: I’m a 15-
year-old boy and have
been best friends with
“Alex” since we were 5.
Last year, Alex told me
he thought he might be
gay. He said he really
liked this other boy we
know and made me swear
never to tell anyone. But
a month ago, Alex got
caught after school
kissing that guy he liked,
and the school called his
parents. They grounded
him. 

My dad told me I’m not
allowed to be friends with
Alex anymore, but I don’t
think that’s fair. Alex
hasn’t changed. He’s still
the same guy I’ve always
been friends with, the
one I played soccer and
video games with. I tried
talking to my dad, but he
won’t listen. Now I’ve
been grounded because, a
week ago, I snuck over to
Alex’s to play video
games. I heard my dad
yelling at my stepmom
that I’d “better not be
gay.” I’m not allowed to
call him and my cell
phone has been taken
away. 

Annie, I know I’m not
gay, but does that mean I
can’t be friends with
Alex? I called my mom
and she said she’d try to
talk to Dad for me, but it
hasn’t helped yet. I feel
bad for Alex. I call him
when my parents aren’t
home, but every time, he
cries and says he wishes
he could take it back. I
hate that. I know if it
were me, he’d try to help.
My dad said if I keep
sneaking out to see Alex,
he’s going to send me to
live with my uncle. He
may not even have to,
because I heard Alex’s
parents are sending him
to live with some
relatives in Ohio. 

I don’t know how to get
my dad to change his
mind. He says I’m young
and will make more
“normal” friends. But
Alex is my best friend
and I know you don’t get
a lot of those. Is Dad
right? — Confused in
California

Dear Confused: It’s too
bad your father isn’t
more tolerant and
accepting. Being gay is
not contagious, nor is it a
reason to turn your back

on a friend. Contact
PFLAG (pflag.org) and
ask if there’s anything
you can do. Perhaps if
your father had a better
understanding of the
situation, he might be
less afraid of having Alex
around. It’s worth a try.

Dear Annie: What do
you do when someone
else’s mail is accidentally
delivered to your home?
When that has happened
to me, I hand-deliver it if
the addressee is nearby.
Otherwise, I put it back
in my mailbox marked
“Not at this address.” Is
that correct? Should I
keep it? Throw it away?
— Mary C.

Dear Mary: You are
right to put the envelope
back in your mailbox so
the postal worker can
retrieve it and deliver it
to the proper address.
Please don’t keep it or
toss it. (Think how you
would feel if someone did
this with your electric
bill.)

Dear Annie: My
daughter, “Felicia,” is
extremely bright,
beautiful and has a
wonderful heart.
However, I am concerned
about her choice in
boyfriends. 

Felicia tends to take on
the characteristics of
whomever she is dating.
She was engaged to “Bob”
for five years. Bob never
finished high school, had
no intention of getting a
GED and moved from one
job to another. He had no
driver’s license or car, so
my daughter ferried him
everywhere. Eventually
she discovered Bob had
been lying about a job
and had stolen $1,000
from her bank account.
When she confronted

him, he became angry,
took her car and managed
to wreck it to the tune of
$3,000. He then called on
his way out of state and
said he would not be
back.

Felicia worked very
hard getting herself
together. But now she has
a new boyfriend whom
she met about a month
ago and the nightmare is
beginning all over again.
“Sam” has no education,
has lost his job and will
not communicate with
my husband or me. He is
uncouth and low class,
and Felicia is beginning
to behave just like him.
Her best girlfriend has
noticed it, too. 

My husband and I
always reassure Felicia
that she’s beautiful and
smart and deserves a
wonderful mate. I am at a
loss as to why she prefers
these kinds of friends and
have no idea how to get
through to her. Any
suggestions? — Worried
to Death

Dear Worried: Either
Felicia doesn’t believe
your reassurances, or she
is rebelling by
deliberately choosing
men who will displease
her parents. It’s time to
step back and let her
make her own decisions,
no matter how
misguided. Some people
only learn the hard way.
Plaster a smile on your
face and be friendly to
the boyfriend. If she’s
rebelling, your
acceptance will squash
the need, and if she’s
lacking in self-esteem,
your support will bolster
her. Don’t push her away
by rejecting the man who
could become her
husband. She’s going to
need you.

Dear Annie: My
husband and I enjoy
having friends and family
visit, since we’ve been
blessed with a nicer
home than we’ve ever
had. We are not rolling in
dough, but we’ve worked
hard to achieve our goals
and I’m very frugal in my
shopping habits.

The problem is, many
of our houseguests, who
obviously enjoy staying
at what may seem like a
vacation home, think we
have a money tree

growing out back. They
often invite themselves
for a weekend stay, show
up empty-handed and
expect three full meals a
day. Once I offered some
relatives cereal and fruit
for breakfast and they
ignored me. But when I
broke out the last of my
eggs, they went gaga and
asked, “Where’s the
sausage?” 

We enjoy having our
loved ones over and don’t
want to say anything that
would stop them from
feeling welcome. How can
I politely tell them it
would be nice if they
could contribute to meals
when they visit? —
Feeling Taken for
Granted

Dear Taken for
Granted: You are being so
hospitable, they are using
you as a welcome mat.
Frequent overnight
guests should always
bring something, buy
groceries or take their
hosts out for a meal. You
are not obligated to offer
everything in the
cupboard. Meals should
be whatever you want to
provide, even if that
means leftovers for lunch
and “you’re on your own”
for dinner. You don’t owe
them an apology or an
explanation. 

Dear Annie: You’ve
printed several letters
about rude remarks to
balding men. An old
acquaintance of my
mother, whom she hadn’t
seen in over 20 years,
remarked, “My goodness!
Your hair has really
turned gray!” My mother,
pointedly staring at his
receding hairline,
answered, “Yes, but at
least it hasn’t turned
loose.” End of
conversation. — Proud of
My Quick-Thinking Mom

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your
questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.n
et, or write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190,
Chicago, IL 60611. To find
out more about Annie’s
Mailbox, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at
www.creators.com.
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By MIKE GLOVER
Associated Press Writer

SARASOTA, Fla. — Stung by
her lopsided loss to Barack
Obama in South Carolina,
Hillary Rodham Clinton is try-
ing to shift her momentum in
Florida — even though its
Democratic primary won’t
count for much.

Like her rivals, Clinton has
agreed to a pledge imposed by
national party leaders not to
publicly campaign in the state.
But after South Carolina,
Clinton was skating up against
the edge of that agreement and
trying to lend some credibility
to the outcome Tuesday.

She arrived in Florida on
Sunday for two events — both
closed fundraisers, in keeping
with the pledge not to cam-
paign. She clearly winked at
that pledge with her arrival,
joking about the warm weather
and positioning herself so pho-
tographers had a palm tree for a
backdrop.

“It is absolutely glorious,”
said Clinton. “It is a perfect day
here in Florida.”

Earlier, Clinton said there’s
intense interest in the cam-
paign in Florida, where early
voting is heavy.

“Hundreds of thousands of
people have already voted in
Florida and I want them to

know I will be there to be part
of what they have tried to do to
make sure their voices are
heard,” Clinton said. She will
campaign in the state on
Tuesday, but only after the
polls have closed.

No Democratic delegates will
be allocated as a result of the
Florida voting, and none of the
candidates has made an effort
in the state. While there has
been heavy activity in early
voting, it’s largely driven by
state issues.

After Florida moved its pri-
mary up to Tuesday in an
attempt to play a bigger role in
choosing the presidential nomi-
nees, the Democratic National

Committee said it would refuse
to seat the state’s delegation at
the national convention in late
August. But it is expected that
the eventual nominee will try
to reverse that decision because
of Florida’s crucial role in the
general election.

Clinton already is on record
favoring that step.

“I will try to persuade my del-
egates to seat the delegates
from Michigan and Florida,”
said Clinton. “Democrats have
to win Michigan and have to
try to win Florida and I intend
to do that. The people of Florida
deserve to be represented in the
process of picking a candidate
for president of the United

States.”
Michigan also violated party

rules by moving its primary to
Jan. 15, and party leaders voted
to strip the state of its 156 dele-
gates as punishment.

Campaign aides defended
Clinton’s new focus on Florida.

“I think it’s a mistake for any
party, for any candidate to tell
the voters in Florida they don’t
matter,” said spokesman Jay
Carson. “It’s wrong for any
Democrat to send a message
that the voters of any state
don’t matter.”

Carson argued that all the
candidates will be on the
Florida ballot Tuesday, and the
number of voters will be large.

GIFTS
Continued from Page 1A

snack basket, or musical
animal with heart candy,
$25. 

— M&M race car with
assorted loose candy,
Sweetheart wire basket,
or singing telegram, $20.   

— Paint buckets or car-
nation bud vase, $12. 

— Musical rose in vase
or snack bucket, $10. 

A limited selection is

available, Sheppard said.
“We advise you to get
your orders in early.” 

Singing telegram slots
go quickly as well, said
Jobeth Corwin, who is
chairing the singing
telegram volunteers. 

She has recruited six
teams of four or five
singers. 

These volunteers will
serenade people in their
homes, restaurants and
places of employment for
a $20 donation. Each per-

son who receives a
singing telegram is given
a heart-shaped box of can-
dies. Song selections
range from serious to
romantic to humorous. 

“It’s really rewarding to
sing at the nursing homes
and to shut-ins,” singer
Jim Wright said. 

Deliveries are free, or
items may be viewed and
picked up at the
Community Relations
Office. 

For more information,

call (432) 268-7536, 268-
7271, or 268-7535. 

Proceeds benefit
patients and families of
Big Spring State Hospital.

A few projects funded
by the Volunteer Services
Council are The Fashion
Shop, Operation Cookie,
Operation Reading, fund-
ing of personal care
items, “We Care Bags,”
Pillow Pals, birthday par-
ties, the Christmas pro-
ject, the Don and Marilyn
Newsom Family Lodge,

birthday cards, bingo,
greeting cards, internet
café, trams, greenhouse,

chapel and indoor swim-
ming pool. 
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MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Martha M. Havlena, 85,
died Saturday. Services
are pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home. 

Marvin Williams, 74,
died Sunday. Services
are pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

1801 East FM 700    (432) 263-2232

◆ THE BUCKET LIST (PG-13) 4:30 PM  7:00 PM

◆ CLOVERFIELD (PG-13)   4:50 PM  7:20 PM

◆ MEET THE SPARTANS (PG-13)   5:00 PM  7:30 PM

◆ RAMBO (R)   4:40 PM  7:10 PM

ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

VALID 1/28/08 THRU 1/31/08
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ♦ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Showtimes available at cinemark.com

9444

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child

Up to 10 People
(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 1/31/08
9479

Phone: (432) 263-5517                                1701 Lancaster
Big Spring, TX 79720

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider”

CALL US FOR YOUR FARMING
RANCHING AND LIVESTOCK NEEDS.

33567

MOVE
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returns. These volunteers
help people complete
their returns, right down
to any refunds that may
be due them.”

Hopkins said Tax-Aide
will continue throughout
the tax season.

“We’ll begin doing taxes
at the Senior Center from
8 a.m. until noon on
Monday, Feb. 4, continu-
ing each Monday at those
same times through the
April tax deadline,” said
Hopkins. “For those that
are homebound and can’t
get to the center with
their tax information, if
they will call us, we’ll be

happy to pick up the
information and get the
taxes ready.”

For more information
on the program and vol-
unteering, contact
Hopkins at 267-6733.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

Clinton trying to bounce back in Florida

By GLEN JOHNSON
Associated Press Writer

SWEETWATER, Fla. —
Republican Mitt Romney
sought to lock up the
Florida primary by refus-
ing to talk Sunday about
little else but the econom-
ic jitters confronting the
nation. His rivals took dif-
ferent tacks toward the
same goal as they fanned
out across the Sunshine
State.

Romney lashed top rival
John McCain for admit-
ting less familiarity with
the economy than foreign
affairs, telling an earsplit-
ting rally outside Miami:
“No one needs to give me
a briefing on the econo-
my. I won’t need to
choose a vice president
that understands the
economy — because I
know the economy.”

A day after McCain
accused him of support-
ing a timetable for with-
drawing U.S. troops from
Iraq, Romney also told a
reporter McCain was
“lying” before catching
himself and saying, “I’m
saying he made a dishon-
est comment. I mis-

spoke.”
McCain defended him-

self at a town hall meet-
ing in Polk City when a
questioner challenged the
Arizona senator’s votes in
2001 and 2003 against
Bush administration tax
cuts. McCain now says
those tax cuts should be
made permanent.

“I opposed the tax cuts
because I saw no restraint
in the growth of spending.
We let spending get out of
control,” said the self-
styled maverick.

Rudy Giuliani contrast-
ed himself with the two in
both style and substance.

“Sen. McCain and Gov.
Romney are doing such a
good job of attacking each
other, how about voting
for somebody who’s not
attacking? Vote for me,
Rudy Giuliani,” he said
while visiting the Ron
Jon Surf Shop in Cocoa
Beach. “Presidential elec-
tion is not about name-
calling. Presidential elec-
tion is not about gotcha
and almost, like, high
school politics.”

In Vero Beach, he said:
“I’ve traveled up and
down the state of Florida,

talked to a lot of people
and listened to you.
That’s why I support a
national catastrophe
fund. I’m the only
Republican candidate in
this race supporting it —
and I need your vote in
order to accomplish it.”

Polls show McCain and
Romney atop the field,
with Giuliani and former
Arkansas Gov. Mike
Huckabee lagging. At
stake Tuesday are 57 dele-
gates to the national con-
vention, and momentum
heading into the Super
Tuesday contests, when
more than 20 states hold
nominating events on
Feb. 5.

Romney held only one
public event, a rally in a
Cuban-American commu-
nity. Introduced by his
son Craig, who spoke
Spanish, the former gov-
ernor wore Cuban-style
guayabera shirt given to
him by officials at a Bay
of Pigs Museum.

He recalled starting his
venture capital firm with
support from Latin
Americans, including a
family from El Salvador
whose son was kidnapped

and killed by rebels
thought to be supported
by Cuban leader Fidel
Castro.

“I learned that when
Castro has money, bad
things happen, and I
vowed that I would never
give in to Fidel Castro,
nor must we ever,” he
said to cheers.

As he shook hands after
the rally, Romney asked,
“Why are there so many
beautiful women here? I
haven’t figured this out.
Cuban-American woman
are gorgeous.”

A C-SPAN camera crew
also caught him saying of
McCain “he’s lying,”
before changing his word-
ing and then returning to
the reporter who had
asked him about
McCain’s criticism on
Saturday. “Make sure you
correct that, OK?”
Romney said.

McCain made one stop
with Gov. Charlie Crist, a
fellow Republican who
endorsed him Saturday
night. They greeted din-
ers at a Tampa cafe.

“I think it’s going to
give us momentum in
order for us to win next

Tuesday,” McCain said of
Crist’s backing.

He later campaigned
with Sen. Mel Martinez of
Florida, who endorsed
him Friday, and
Connecticut Sen. Joe
Lieberman.

The Vietnam veteran
also told reporters Iraq is
the most important issue
facing the nation.

“Even if the economy is
the, quote, number one
issue, the real issue will
remain America’s securi-
ty,” McCain said. “And if
they choose to say, ‘Look,
I do not need this guy,
because he’s not as good
on home loan mortgages,’
or whatever it is, I under-
stand about that, I will
accept that verdict. I am
running because of the
transcendental challenge
of the 21st century, which
is radical Islamic extrem-
ism.”

Before hitting Florida’s
streets, Romney, McCain,
Giuliani and Huckabee
took advantage of the free
media available to them
on the Sunday talk shows.

Huckabee said he was
not surprised by former
President Clinton’s

aggressive tone toward
Barack Obama in recent
weeks. Obama routed
Clinton’s wife, Sen.
Hillary Rodham Clinton,
in South Carolina’s
Democratic primary.

“There are not two peo-
ple who are better at
street-fighting politics
than Bill and Hillary
Clinton. I’ve been telling
people a long time, don’t
underestimate the scrap-
piness with which they’ll
approach this race,” said
Huckabee, who grew up
in Bill Clinton’s home-
town of Hope, Ark.

He added: “The one
thing you have to keep
your eyes on is that tac-
tics will change but the
goal will never, ever fade.
That is: win, whatever it
takes to do it. They didn’t
get to where they are ...
by just sort of mapping
out a plan and saying,
‘That’s what we’re going
to do, regardless of the
results.’ If the results
start changing, as they
did in South Carolina,
look for different tactics.
They’ll do what they
think it will require in
order to win.”

BUSH
Co0ntinued from Page 1A

in the legislation, Fratto
said.

Bush’s efforts to over-
haul Social Security and
immigration died on
Capitol Hill, but not just
because of Democratic
opposition. He also ran
into walls put up by mem-
bers of his own party.
Heading into the speech,
White House press secre-
tary Dana Perino said it
is unrealistic to expect
Congress to take on big
problems.

“They haven’t been will-
ing to do it in the past
several years; there’s no
reason to think that they
would do it this year,” she
said.

The White House strate-
gy now is to go after
what’s left of that elusive
common ground.

Bush has 12 months
remaining, and an even

shorter window for legis-
lation this election year.

So he will push
Congress to pass some
short-term economic aid
and make permanent his
first-term tax cuts, which
are due to expire in 2010.
He will call for housing
reform, better health care
and veterans’ care, alter-
native energy develop-
ment and renewal of the
No Child Left Behind edu-
cation law.

The domestic section of
Bush’s speech will also
remind the nation of his
ideas on climate change,
faith-based programs and
stem cell research. When
he pivots to foreign mat-
ters, Bush will emphasize
progress in Iraq, and
repeat that troop with-
drawals will happen when
they won’t undermine
Iraq’s success.

He will also comment on
Iran, Middle East peace,
the spread of democracy
and the U.S.-led fight

against disease and
hunger in poorer nations.

A pervasive current of
the address will be trust-
ing and empowering
Americans. It is a theme
Bush has wanted to
emphasize in a speech for
months.

Of course, the buzz
about town concerns the
next presidency, not this
one.

As long as he commands
the military and retains
veto power, Bush remains
relevant. Yet his clout is
slipping. That is the polit-
ical reality given his
approval ratings, which
are near the worst of his
presidency, and his out-
sider role in the campaign
for the 2008 presidential
nominations.

The top Democratic con-
tenders, Sens. Hillary
Rodham Clinton and
Barack Obama, will be on
hand. Those two alone
will draw most of the
reaction shots shown on

television. A leading
Republican candidate,
Sen. John McCain, is
staying in Florida, where
Tuesday’s Republican pri-
mary will shorten Bush’s
news cycle.

Ahead of the speech, top
Democrats sought to
frame expectations for it.

“As we await President
Bush’s final State of the
Union address Monday
night we know one thing
for sure: that cherished
faith in America has been
greatly diminished, and
with it, our ability to
respond to the critical
challenges that threaten
our security,” said Senate
Majority Leader Harry
Reid.

Bush’s tone will vary by
topic. On the economy,
Bush is expected to praise
the bipartisan deal that
his administration bro-
kered with House leaders.
It would provide rebate
checks to 117 million fam-
ilies and $50 billion in

incentives for businesses
to invest in new plants
and equipment.

Senators, however, want
to add elements, like
boosting food stamp or
unemployment benefits,
that they say will produce
more meaningful change.

The speech gives Bush a
way to urge the Senate
not to delay — an idea
that might resonate with
millions of anxious fami-
lies.

Bush’s language is
expected to be tougher
when it comes to some-
thing else he wants from
Congress: the extension of
a law that allows surveil-
lance of suspected terror-
ists. The current eaves-
dropping law, which
allows government sur-
veillance of phone calls
and e-mails involving peo-
ple in the United States,
expires Friday. Bush is
clashing with the Senate
leadership over safe-
guards as well as legal

immunity for companies
that helped the govern-
ment spy on American
citizens.

The Senate is expected
to take a key vote on the
bill just hours before
Bush speaks, so the White
House may adjust the
speech on the fly.
Otherwise, the address is
essentially locked down at
roughly 45 minutes long.

Bush went through
another practice run in
the White House theater
on Sunday, among the
last steps of a process that
lasts for months.

The making of the
speech is highly collabo-
rative, with a hands-on
role by the president.

Near the end, as out-
lines turn into final
drafts, Bush adjusts the
wording in the Oval
Office with speechwriters
and other advisers.

“He’s a heavy editor,”
said his chief speech-
writer, Bill McGurn.

Romney focuses on economy as candidates work Florida
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TT
ime’s running out. That’s right, there’s
less than a couple of weeks left for reg-
istering to vote for the March 8 pri-
maries. The last day to register is

Friday, Feb. 8, so it’s definitely time to register
if you haven’t already done so.

The right to vote gives us the opportunity to
choose who we want to serve as our voice in
the local, state and federal levels of govern-
ment. 

The March primaries are the first step in
what will be an important November election.
In addition to the local races that will deter-
mine our, county sheriff, two county commis-
sioners, a county attorney, district attorney
and constable, among others, voters will be
choosing their particular party’s candidates for
president, U.S. senator, state senator, congress-
man, state representative and more.

Obviously, those choices will have an impact
on all our lives for some time to come, and
that’s why it’s important that we as citizens
take part.

Voter registration is simple and free. It takes
only a couple of minutes.

To be eligible to vote, residents must be 18
years of age and a U.S. citizen. You do not need
to have been a resident in Howard County for
any specific length of time before registering
here.

Anyone who has moved since they last
obtained a voter registration card should also
register.

Please, take the time to register to vote.
Today, you might have no interest in the elec-
tion; you may have no desire to vote. But some-
thing may happen that causes you to decide to
exercise your right. If you haven’t registered,
it will be too late. You can even register
through the mail. For more information, call
Saundra Bloom, Howard County election
administrator, at 264-2273.

We’ve said it before and we’ll keep saying it;
from our point of view, voting is an important
process in which all U.S. citizens should par-
ticipate. It’s their voice. The Herald encour-
ages you to register if you haven’t, study the
candidates and their platforms and vote.

LLETTERETTER POLICIESPOLICIES

HHOWOW TTOO CCONTONTACTACT UUSS
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com
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Everyday may we investigate Your word, Lord, for life. 
Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

II
n the baseball-and-sex classic,
“Bull Durham” Susan
Sarandon accidentally calls
out the wrong name in the

heat of passion and makes a
remarkably quick recovery. She
asks her partner which he would
rather have, her hav-
ing sex with him and
saying the other guy’s
name, or vice versa?
In the movie, it
seems to work; for
the moment, at least.
He doesn’t seem to
realize that these
aren’t the only two
possibilities. 

Former Federal
Reserve Chair Alan
Greenspan appears to
have gotten away with a similar
trick, as the housing bubble that
bloated up on his watch continues
to deflate, dragging the economy
toward recession. 

Since the bubble was easily rec-
ognizable as early as 2002, he
could very likely have prevented
it from growing to dangerous pro-
portions. But he has made it look
as though his only choice would
have been to raise interest rates,
and thereby risk taking down the
entire economy much earlier. In
the numerous interviews, he gave
promoting his latest book of mem-
oirs, the journalists neglected to
ask him about a more logical
option: simply explaining the bub-
ble to the public, and thereby
curbing the expectations of ever-
rising prices that fed the specula-
tive frenzy. 

It is also now widely recognized
that the Fed abdicated its respon-
sibility to regulate against preda-
tory, deceptive and abusive lend-
ing in the sub-prime mortgage
market — although the bubble
itself was still the main problem. 

Greenspan himself recently put
the odds of a recession at 50 per-
cent. And that was before the lat-
est data on house price declines
(October, year-over-year) of 6.1
percent — the biggest in more
than six years. Greenspan’s prog-
nosis was also made before this
Christmas holiday shopping sea-
son came in at what looks like the
worst in five years. But he was
overly optimistic even with the
data at hand. 

It is difficult to imagine that a
collapse of asset prices of the mag-
nitude expected — probably on the
order of $8 trillion — would not
cause a recession. Most of the six-
year recovery from the last reces-
sion, which ended in November
2001, was fueled by trillions of dol-
lars of borrowing that consumers
were able to take against their ris-
ing home values. That source of
credit is now drying up as home
prices fall, and the decline has
only begun. It would take another
28 percent in real house price
reduction just to bring house
prices back to long-term trend lev-
els. 

Consumer spending is about 70
percent of the economy and it is
mainly debt-fueled consumption
that has kept our economy afloat
since the housing bubble began to
burst last year. Over the last six

months, exports have also expand-
ed considerably — due to the fall
in the dollar, which makes U.S.
products more competitive in
world markets. But exports are
only about 12 percent of our econ-
omy — so even fast-growing
exports cannot compensate for a
serious decline in consumer
spending.  

The international credit crunch,
brought on by the collapse of sub-
prime-mortgage-backed securities
has added another source of drag
and uncertainty to the economy. It
could worsen as house prices
decline, and losses in assets tied to
the rest of the mortgage market —
including prime mortgages — will
add to the mess. A glut of homes
on the market, the prospect of mil-
lions of foreclosures, declines in
residential construction, a weak
labor market, and rising food and
energy prices also weigh upon the
economy. 

Since this will be the second
recession since 2001 that was
caused by the bursting of an obvi-
ous speculative asset bubble — the
previous recession was induced by
a stock bubble collapse — the
question of what the Fed should
do about such bubbles should be
the subject of congressional hear-
ings.

And we need something better
than Bull Durham answers. 

Mark Weisbrot is co-director of
the Center for Economic and Policy
Research, in Washington, D.C.
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WW
e’re heading into the
thick of the election
season, and we’re
relying on journalists

to inform us about the candidates
and issues involved. 

Here’s what we ask of them: 
Polls: First, please,

don’t waste your
money on excessive
polling, especially in
the early going before
the candidates’ posi-
tions have become
known. Spend your
money researching
and explaining what
the candidates stand
for. Dig deep and find
information that will
help us compare the
candidates, rather than telling us
who’s ahead of whom this week. 

Fundraising: Next, refrain from
dedicating too much space to the
candidates’ fundraising programs.
There’s a temptation in journalism
to present gobs of information
about how much the candidates
are raising, and stories often run
every single time a fundraising
report is due. Sure, fundraising is
a measure of how likely a candi-
date is to succeed. 

But it’s more important to tell us
where a candidate stands on the
issues rather than how rich he or
she is.  

If journalists do get into the
fundraising details, as they should
on occasion, be sure to tell us
where the candidates’ money is
coming from (e.g., defense indus-
try, big tobacco, etc.), not just how
much has been raised. As many a

good journalist likes to say, follow
the money. 

TV ads: It’s also really impor-
tant, given the power of television
and its prominent place in politi-
cal campaigns, to fact-check adver-
tisements. Tell us which asser-
tions are true and which are false.
And which ones are squishy.
Explain why candidates might be
choosing the topics and types of
ads that they are airing. 

Targeting: Most candidates
spend the bulk of their money tar-
geting specific geographic areas
and demographic groups. Make
sure that we’re informed about
where and whom the candidates
are targeting, and their “mes-
sages” for each target. And be
sure to tell us how these messages
square with their past positions
and voting records. 

Political imagery: Political can-
didates understand that imagery
can easily trump words. That’s
why they bounce from photo op to
photo op in their campaign trav-
els. They hope to land on TV
news, get a photo in the newspa-
per, and move on. 

To get the maximum benefit
from these hops, they stage the-
atrical events designed to create
imagery that will meet the
approval of their target audience.
That’s why so many candidates
are seen with everyday people in
diners or schools.  

Reporters should explain why
candidates choose the locations of
their photo ops. If candidates do
not take questions at a particular
media event, journalists should let
us know. 

Political celebrities: Local news
outlets, particularly local TV
news, sometimes get so star-struck
by the big races, especially the
presidential contest, that they
ignore local politics. This means
that you might see lots of coverage
when the presidential candidates
drop into town, but relatively little
about the local ballot initiatives
and state races. Local journalists
should make a point to cover local
political campaigns with a
vengeance.  

Political debates: In this era
where political spectacles reign
supreme, journalists need to resist
the temptation to ignore or down-
play big speeches, such as those
we’ll see at the party conventions,
or candidate debates. These events
nurture our political culture and
they should be given priority cov-
erage. 

These are all modest expecta-
tions of the news media. Even so,
it will be tough for journalists to
meet them, given the pressure
they are under from media owners
to entertain rather than inform. 

But in the long term, as we all
know, we’ll all be better off, media
companies and our country alike,
if the press puts its highest stan-
dards of professional journalism to
work during the election season. 

Jason Salzman is the author of
“Making the News: A Guide for
Nonprofits and Activists,” and
board chair of Rocky Mountain
Media Watch, a Denver-based
media watchdog organization.
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By AMY WILSON
McClatchy Newspapers

LEXINGTON, Ky. — In
1982, 22,071 male doctors
said they’d be happy to be
part of a study to see
whether a single tablet of
aspirin would reduce
their risk of heart attack.
They were the right age
— between 40 and 84.
They were healthy, with
no history of heart dis-
ease. Not much else was
noted — not how much
they smoked or what they
weighed or whether they
liked a good thick steak
every night.

One group took 325 mg
of aspirin and another
took 325 mg of sugar. The
study was called the
Physicians’ Health Study,
and it was supposed to
last through 1990.

By March 1988, an inde-
pendent board looking at
the data had seen enough.
The aspirin regimen pro-
duced a 47 percent reduc-
tion in the total incidence
of heart attacks.

And that medical find-
ing became a cultural
given in no time. There
was a new reason to take
aspirin, and companies
that made it were happy
to market it to a new and
massive audience. An
estimated 50 million
Americans now take the
over-the-counter pain
reliever to protect their
hearts from clots, the
leading cause of attacks
and strokes.

Take an aspirin, save
your life. Better than
apples.

It’s been 20 years since
the first news. And sci-
ence continues to refine
the initial finding. Every
year but one since 1900,
the leading cause of death
in the United States is
cardiovascular disease.
(The exception was 1918.)
Even with all the
advancements since,
more than 2,500
Americans die every day
from heart disease. That’s
one every 34-1/2 seconds.

Last spring, researchers
at the University of
Kentucky published find-
ings that might have
changed some thinking in

the medical profession. In
short, they said that not
everyone needs an aspirin
a day. And if you do, they
said, you sure don’t need
325 mg.

Two of those
researchers — cardiolo-
gists Charles Campbell
and Susan Smyth at UK’s
Gill Heart Institute —
recently explained their
work and the most cur-
rent findings about
aspirin and heart health.

Q: What was the crux
of your findings?

A: In a review of numer-
ous trials employing
aspirin as a preventative
and as subsequent regi-
men after an initial heart
attack, we could not find
a benefit from taking the
higher (1 adult tablet, 325
mg.) dose over taking a
quarter of that (one baby
aspirin, 81 mg.) dose.

Q: So taking a baby
aspirin a day is now
what should be recom-
mended?

A: If it’s warranted. No
one should begin an
aspirin regimen without
first speaking to a doctor
or healthcare provider.
Things like your blood
pressure and cholesterol
count and family history
are what’s important in
determining your risk of
heart attack, and those
should be analyzed before
any regimen is begun.

In general, if it’s been
determined that you have
a 10 percent chance of
having a heart attack in
the next 10 years, the
aspirin regimen is advis-
able. Obviously, the high-
er the risk, the more ben-
efit you accrue.

Q: If it’s warranted
and I am diligent in tak-
ing it daily, am I
absolutely reducing my
risk of heart attack?

A: It’s hard to prove the
negative. And it may mat-
ter if you are male or
female. In studies with
men, there is reasonable
data to suggest that tak-
ing an aspirin will reduce
heart attack risk but not
stroke. (It should be noted
that men suffer heart

attacks about 10 years
earlier in life — i.e., in
their 50s — than women
do.) And in studies with
women, the effect of the
regimen seems to be
reducing stroke but not
heart attack.

Q: But what about if
I’m having a heart
attack?

A: Get an aspirin into
you as quickly as you
can. In an emergency
room setting, that’s 162
mg. — or two baby
aspirins — but 325 mg. is
fine. Chew it so that it
dissolves and gets into
your bloodstream with
haste. Some 250,000 peo-
ple die of heart attacks
each year before they
reach a hospital. That
number could be reduced
if more would recognize
the symptoms of a heart
attack and act according-
ly.

Q: Do Tylenol, Motrin
or Aleve work the same
way?

A: No. Those are aceta-
minophen products and
do not have the same
mechanism. However, do
not take these drugs and
aspirin together, as they
compete for the same
binding sites and may
blind each other’s posi-
tive effects.

Q: Does coated aspirin
work?

A: That’s not really
clear, but absolutely do
not use it in the acute set-
ting — where you’re in
the midst of a heart
attack. It would take too
long to get into your sys-
tem.

Q: Who should not
take a daily dose of
aspirin to prevent heart

attack?
A: Anyone at low risk of

having a heart attack. If
there is not much benefit
of using the drug or any
drug, all that you’re left
with is the side effects
and, in the case of
aspirin, that can be bleed-
ing into the stomach or
intestines or an allergic
reaction.

Q: Is there any evi-
dence that an aspirin
regimen is valuable in
treatment of other dis-
eases?

A: Yes. In a study fol-
lowing 90,000 American
nurses for 20 years, those
who reported taking a
regular dose of aspirin
experienced half the
colon cancer as those who
did not take aspirin. This
is called observational
evidence, and it (also)
suggests that those
women who regularly
take aspirin have a slight-
ly lower risk of having
breast cancer. The ques-
tion is if taking the
aspirin is what causes the
slight variation in inci-
dence. Much more work
is needed. The results of a
randomized controlled
study by researchers at
Harvard Medical School
are expected this year.

Q: If I am not advised
to take an aspirin regi-
men, what should I be
doing to protect my
heart against attack?

A: Exercise regularly.
Eat lots of fruits and veg-
etables. Don’t smoke.
Drink only in modera-
tion. Know what your
blood pressure, blood
sugar and cholesterol
readings are. Have regu-
lar checkups to monitor
your overall heart health.
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On a cold winter night, when you
crave something rich and hearty,
lentil stew hits the spot. With the
pungent scents of clove, garlic and
roast turkey filling the air, you can
almost feel the warmth before your
first bite. Better still, this dish
freezes well. It’s particularly nice
to return from work to a home-
cooked meal that simply needs
reheating.

Lentils are native to Southwest
Asia and are said to be among the
oldest legumes ever cultivated.
Popular in Mediterranean and
Middle Eastern cuisine, they vary
by size, shape and color; the small,
round, brown beans are the variety
most popular in the West. Lentils
are sold dried, but unlike other
dried beans, they soften relatively
quickly in water.

Rich sources of fiber, lentils are
noted for their soluble fiber in par-
ticular. As soluble fiber passes
through the digestive tract, it trans-
forms into a gel-like consistency
that can bind with cholesterol to
eliminate it from your body.
Because fiber slows the digestion of
food, it can also keep you feeling
fuller for a longer period of time,
helping with weight control.

Experts point to diets rich in fiber
containing foods as keys in com-
bating heart disease and lowering
risk for certain types of cancer.

This week’s recipe is perfect for
using up any leftovers you might
have on hand. Pre-cooked spinach,
cauliflower and broccoli are a few
examples of vegetables that can be
added at the last minute and
reheated just long enough to warm
through.

Lentils with Carrots, 
Onions and Turkey

1 cup brown lentils, rinsed
2 celery stalks, washed and thinly

sliced

1/2 cup thinly sliced onion
1 bay leaf
1 whole clove
1 clove garlic, peeled
2 cups water
1 1/2 cups sliced carrots (1/2-inch

slices)
12 ounces boneless, skinless roast-

ed turkey breast, cut into bite-size
pieces

Salt and freshly ground black pep-
per, to taste

Chopped fresh parsley, for garnish

In a medium-size pan, cover the
lentils, celery, onion, bay leaf,
clove and garlic with 2 cups water.
Bring to a boil, reduce the heat and
simmer, covered for 15 minutes.

Add carrots and cover again.
Cook until the lentils are tender, a
total of 30 to 45 minutes. Stir occa-
sionally and add more water if nec-
essary.

Once lentils are tender, drain,
remove the bay leaf, garlic and
clove. Stir in the roasted turkey
pieces. Season the with salt and
pepper and garnish with chopped
parsley. Serve immediately.

Makes 6 servings, 1 cup per serv-
ing. 

Q: I’ve seen buckwheat pancakes on several
breakfast menus lately. Are they lower in
calories than regular pancakes?

A: Although buckwheat flour contains about 10
percent fewer calories than an equal amount of
white flour, this difference is totally insignificant
in regard to a serving of pancakes. Calories aside,
buckwheat flour is a great choice (as is whole-
wheat flour) as it yields pancakes that are higher
in fiber and more nutritious than pancakes made
with refined white flour.

If you’re making pancakes at home
and are unsure of how your diners
will react to the heavier texture of a
whole-grain product, try making
your pancakes with a combination
of whole-grain and refined flours.
Although this reduces the nutrition-
al gains, it is progress toward the
end goal of eating more whole
grains.

When it comes to the calorie load
of your pancakes, take a closer look
at how you’re topping them. Loading
them with butter or margarine and
lots of syrup adds hundreds of calo-

ries. For fewer calories and added nutrition, top
your pancakes with berries, peaches, bananas or
perhaps even a dollop of vanilla yogurt.

Q: When nutrition experts recommend avoid-
ing sugary drinks, do they mean fruit juice
too?

A: While a glass of 100 percent fruit juice does
contain sugar — the fruit’s natural sugar —
thanks to the additional nutrients and phytochem-
icals it provides, fruit juice is categorized differ-
ently than regular high-sugar soft drinks. As a
concentrated source of calories, however, even
natural juice poses a problem if consumed in
large quantities. And, unfortunately, as conven-
tional juice lacks the filling fiber found in whole
fruit, it’s easy to take in more calories than you
need.

For example, one eight-ounce glass of orange
juice provides about 112 calories; many people
can easily swallow double that amount in one sit-
ting. Yet it would take about two medium oranges
just to equal the calories of the first glass of juice.
It’s doubtful most of us would even consider dou-
bling those calories by eating four oranges at
once. The bottom line: if you enjoy fruit juice,
have a glass daily, but remember to watch your
portion size (pay particular attention to bottled
juices sold at convenience stores as they can con-
tain from double to four times the recommended
serving size in one bottle).

Get most of your daily fruit servings from solid
fruit in order to benefit from the fiber and phyto-
chemicals. Whole fruit will also leave you full and
satisfied on fewer calories. And, while tomato and
vegetable juices aren’t as concentrated in sugar
calories, they too lack the filling fiber of solid
vegetables and fruits. As for those juice drinks
and cocktails that contain only a small percent of
actual fruit juice — those definitely belong in the
sugary drink category. Save these for occasional
use only.

Q: I’ve heard that one way to “go green” and
reduce energy consumption is to leave left-
overs on the counter after a meal and put
them in the refrigerator once they’ve come to
room temperature. Is that true?

A: “Going green” is a great idea, but only in
ways that don’t put your health at risk. Once food
is cooked, it should not be kept at room tempera-
ture for more than two hours, which includes
serving, eating and cooling times. Small amounts
of bacteria that can be found in (or on) meat and
other perishable foods reproduce rapidly at room
temperature. It is much safer to allow food to cool
only briefly before refrigerating it. If you want to
speed cooling time, cut food into smaller portions
or divide it among several shallow containers.

AICR’s Nutrition Hotline is a free service that
allows you to ask a registered dietitian questions
about diet, nutrition and cancer. Access it online at
www.aicr.org/hotline or by phone (1-800-843-8114) 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. ET Monday-Friday.

KKARENAREN

CCOLLINSOLLINS

MS, RD, CDNMS, RD, CDN

NUTRITION WISE

Buckwheat pancakes, 
sugary drinks and 
fruit, and ‘going green’

A hearty winter dinner:
Serve lentils and turkey

Take heart: Researchers refine 
what aspirin can and can’t do
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Texas fugitive, murder suspect
arrested in central Mexico

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A murder sus-
pect who bluffed his way out of a Texas
jail in October has been returned to San
Antonio after being arrested in central
Mexico, the U.S. Marshals Service said
Sunday.

Mexican law enforcement officials cap-
tured David Sauceda, 28, on Saturday
outside a house in the town of
Tangancicuaro, about 200 miles north-
west of Mexico City. Sauceda had been
living there with his girlfriend and two
children, officials said.

Mexico deported Sauceda on immigra-
tion violations without going through
standard extradition procedures,
authorities said.

“There wasn’t an extradition issue at
all,” U.S. Marshal LaFayette Collins said
in a story posted on the San Antonio
Express-News Web site Sunday. “The
Mexicans wanted to get rid of him.”

Sauceda, alleged to be a member of the
Mexican Mafia prison gang, faces
charges of murder, armed robbery and
home invasion.

Sauceda broke out of the Bexar County
Jail on Oct. 28 by pretending to be his
cellmate, reciting the cellmate’s person-
al information.

Former Houston mayor
Louie Welch dead at 89

HOUSTON (AP) — Former five-term
Houston mayor Louie Welch, remem-
bered for his service to the city and a
remark caught on a television micro-
phone that ended his lengthy political
career, died Sunday. He was 89.

Welch suffered from lung cancer, his
son Gary told the Houston Chronicle.

“He was one of Houston’s finest may-
ors,” said former Mayor Bob Lanier.
“He was a good and decent man who
loved public service and fought to make
people’s lives better.”

Welch’s political career began in 1949
when he was elected to Houston City
Council. He was a council member for
eight years, from 1950 until 1952 and
from 1956 to 1962.

After unsuccessful mayoral bids in
1952 and 1954, Welch was elected mayor
for the first time in 1963.

Man loses ear as he flees police
LA JOYA (AP) — A man driving a car

full of suspected illegal immigrants lost
his ear as he tried to flee from police.

The 22-year-old Mexican national had
turned into a brushy field from a farm-
to-market road Sunday when he tried to
open the door and jump from the car,
said Joe Cantu, a La Joya police
spokesman.

The car door bounced against a tree
and slammed shut on the man’s head,
cleanly severing his ear, police said.

Police and Border Patrol agents found
four of the six passengers who fled the
car after it came to a stop. Authorities
also discovered four people in the car’s
trunk who were thought to be illegal
immigrants from El Salvador and
Honduras, Cantu said.

Police had stopped the 22-year-old dri-
ver, whose name was not released, for
speeding. But he hit the gas after stop-
ping beside of the road. After the acci-
dent, he was taken to a McAllen hospi-
tal.

More than $41 million raised
in Texas politics during 2007

AUSTIN (AP) — More than $41 million
flowed through the Texas political sys-
tem in 2007, according to fundraising
reports, as politicians and special inter-
est groups geared up for elections in
2008 and beyond.

A Houston Chronicle analysis of
reports filed with the Texas Ethics
Commission found that Houston home
builder Bob Perry topped the list of indi-
vidual donors in Texas, giving more
than $1 million to Texas candidates and
political action committees last year.

Perry, who is not related to Gov. Rick
Perry, was the top political donor in the
nation in 2006, when he gave more than
$16 million to state and federal candi-
dates. In 2007, Perry mostly gave to
Republicans, though some of his funds
went to Democrats, the Chronicle
reported.

Fred Baron, a Dallas lawyer, was sec-
ond on the list of the state’s individual
donors in 2007. He donated more than
$969,000, with most going to the Texas
Democratic Trust. Baron founded the
trust, which is dedicated to rebuilding
the infrastructure of the Texas
Democratic Party.

Three killed, two hurt in collision
between Fort Worth and Denton

DALLAS (AP) — Three people, includ-
ing a child, were killed overnight when
a vehicle attempting to pass on a two-
lane highway slammed head-on into an
oncoming vehicle.

Two other people were injured in the
crash near on U.S. 377, just north of
Texas 114. Their conditions aren’t avail-
able.

The crash happened about 9 p.m.
Sunday when a southbound vehicle
attempted to pass in the oncoming lane
and slammed into the northbound vehi-
cle.

Officers’ alleged sex assaults
prompt transfer of supervisors

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Police Chief
William McManus has transferred four
supervisors to new units in response to
accusations that three patrol officers on
the same shift were accused of engaging
in sexual acts with women while on
duty.

McManus said the transfer of the lieu-
tenant and three sergeants took effect
over the weekend.

Last month, officers Michael Anthony
Munoz and Victor Hugo Gonzalez were
arrested and accused of paying an 18-
year-old woman to perform oral sex on
them in June. Munoz, 33, was charged
with official oppression, while Gonzalez,
36, was charged with official oppression,
promoting prostitution and sexual
assault.

In a separate incident in November,
Officer Raymond Ramos, 28, was
accused of sexually assaulting a 28-year-
old woman. He was also charged with
official oppression and violating the
woman’s civil rights.

All three officers worked out of a
southside substation on the night shift.
They are now on paid administration
leave.

In the aftermath of the arrests, the
department moved Lt. Richard Ramirez
and Sgt. James Montanio to separate
shifts in the department’s youth ser-
vices unit. Sgts. Roy Miller and Marc
Randle were moved to separate shifts in
the department’s communications sec-
tion, a police spokesman said.

“This is not to say the lieutenant or
sergeants did anything wrong, per se,
but I simply can’t overlook the leader-
ship issue,” McManus said. “I don’t
believe they were complicit in (illegal
activity) at all, but I would be negligent
if I did not look more deeply into the
pathology of this.”

Teddy Stewart, outgoing president of
the San Antonio Police Officers’
Association, said the transfers were
severe.

“I have not seen this before, and I’ve
been here 20 years,” Stewart said.
“Transferring the whole shift is a dra-
matic move. If you narrowly define
who’s responsible, it’s more acceptable.”

Fort Bliss officials say soldiers
temporarily can’t visit Juarez

EL PASO (AP) — Fort Bliss officials
say that they’ve temporarily discontin-
ued issuing passes to soldiers who want
to travel across the border to Juarez
because of increasing violence there.

“This is only for a short term until
things settle down and there’s no per-
ceived danger to any soldier or anyone
going to Juarez,” Fort Bliss spokes-
woman Jean Offutt said Saturday. “I
think it’s just based on the events that
are going on in Juarez at this time.”

Offutt said the disruption for military
personnel who are now restricted from
entering Juarez to visit family or travel
may only be temporary. The decision
will be reviewed in two weeks.

She said that Fort Bliss has on occa-
sion temporarily prohibited soldiers
from crossing into Juarez.

“For a short time, it would be to the
advantage to the soldier to protect him
and put this into effect,” Offutt said.

Juarez already has recorded more
than 30 homicides since the beginning
of the year.

Earlier this week, a Mexican police
commander who was shot several times
in an ambush was put under heavy
police protection in an El Paso hospital.

Cmdr. Fernando Lozano Sandoval, of
the Chihuahua State Investigations
Agency, was shot Monday night in the
Mexican city just across the Rio Grande
from El Paso. He was one of three police
officials shot in Juarez over two days,
and the only one to survive.

Trial set for man accused
of trying to have wife killed

MCKINNEY (AP) — Jury selection is
set to begin Monday in the trial of a
North Texas man accused of offering a
would-be hit man $2,500 to kill his preg-
nant wife.

Albert Jackson Sterling II is charged
with solicitation of capital murder.
Sterling, 39, faces two life sentences —
one for his wife and one for his unborn
son — if he is found guilty.

Authorities say that in November 2006,
Sterling had both a girlfriend and a
pregnant wife. So, police say, he decided
to hire someone to kill his wife.

Sterling dropped the would-be hit man
off at the Sterlings’ Allen home, leaving
the back door unlocked and telling the
man when his wife would return from
taking him to the airport to visit his par-
ents in New Mexico, according to court
records.

But the man told police he had a
change of heart and decided to warn
Roxane Johnson-Sterling. Jeffrey
Thompson said he told her that he

wouldn’t hurt her and to call police.
Thompson, who was not charged in

the case, is expected to testify as a wit-
ness for the prosecution. Thompson has
a criminal record, which includes rob-
bery, burglary of a vehicle, drug posses-
sion and assault convictions.

Sterling hasn’t talked publicly about
the accusations. But, through his par-
ents and attorney, he’s denied any
attempts to have his wife or unborn
child killed.

“My son’s never been into trouble or
nothing before,” Sterling’s mother,
Audrey Sterling, said last week.
“Whatever this is, I know he wouldn’t
do nothing to hurt nobody. He’d never
kill a bug. I just pray that (the trial) goes
in his favor and his family can get their
life back together.”

Johnson-Sterling, who already had a 3-
year-old son and was eight months preg-
nant when she discovered Thompson in
her bedroom, has refused to discuss this
case.

But according to Audrey Sterling and
case records, Johnson-Sterling has been
supportive of her husband since his
arrest.

Johnson-Sterling, 38, wrote to a judge
to day that she did not believe Sterling
would harm her or her children. In the
letter, she asked that her husband’s bail
be reduced from $1 million.

Her request was granted and Sterling
was released on $600,000 bail, but was
ordered to have no contact with his wife
or his former girlfriend.

Greg Davis, Collin County district
attorney’s first assistant, has not com-
mented on the case because of the
upcoming trial.

San Antonio police bent hiring
rules, newspaper discovers

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A former San
Antonio police officer set to be sen-
tenced this week for allowing his live-in
girlfriend to deal methamphetamine
was hired by the department in 1994
despite being rejected two years earlier
for reasons including a drunken driving
conviction, a newspaper reports.

Background investigators also con-
cluded that Joseph Anthony Evans tried
to hide a criminal trespass arrest, a hit-
and-run conviction and an internal
investigation of sexual misconduct at a
corrections officer job. He’d also been
rejected by Austin, Dallas and Fort
Worth, the San Antonio Express-News
reports.

San Antonio police had also originally
denied Evans a badge because poly-
graphs showed deceptive or inconclu-
sive answers to questions ranging from
illegal drug use to stealing from employ-
ers.

“Joseph Evans is not San Antonio
Police Department officer material,”
investigator Ignacio Cantu wrote in a
1992 memo recommending rejection.

Two years later, it was once again rec-
ommended he not be hired. But then-
Deputy Chief Gilbert Sandoval overrode
the recommendations and ordered
Evans onto the force, according to
records the newspaper obtained from
Evans’ personnel file.

Evans initially declined comment to
the newspaper, but then denied getting
special consideration. He also disputed
being rejected at other departments and
questioned the documentation showing
so.

“I wasn’t hired for other than what my
credentials were,” he said. “I was quali-
fied.”

Evans was arrested in 2006 on what
would become federal charges of allow-
ing methamphetamine trafficking out of
his house. He is scheduled Wednesday
for sentencing to up to three years in
prison.

In October, Evans cut a deal with pros-
ecutors to avoid trial. He pleaded guilty
to a reduced charge of not telling other
officers about the drug dealing. Drug-
trafficking conspiracy charges, as well
as a state marijuana charge against him,
were dismissed.

Because of an exception in public
records laws, whether the Evans’ hiring
override was an isolated incident or part
of a broader pattern is unknown. Police
unions, including San Antonio’s,
pushed through a state law in 1987 that
closed to the public whole sections of
city personnel files.

Documents in Evans’ personnel file
became public while he was being pros-
ecuted.

Two officials involved in the hiring of
Evans, who is black, say other appli-
cants recommended for rejection during
the administration of Chief William O.
Gibson also were let onto the police
force when the department was under
pressure to meet affirmative action
goals.

Sandoval, who retired in 1997, said he
overrode other rejections from applicant
screeners amid political pressure from
City Hall to hire more black and female
officers.

Sandoval, who said he didn’t remem-
ber the Evans case, said he would
“never, ever” have issued an exception
for a disqualifying DWI, a previous
department rejection and deceptive
polygraph test results.

When told of the records that showed
he did just that, he said: “I’m hoping
that if my name is on that then I just
plumb screwed up. It’s not something
that I would have done but maybe I did.
I’m not perfect.”
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gy is also available with wide dynamic
range compression that helps in back-
ground noise and is also available
with dual microphone directional sys-
tems, and offers more than 159 pre-
scription adjustment settings.  

Digital 
Chip

www.lhac.com

Audiology and
Hearing Aid

Centers

ZERO DOWN
Six & Twelve Months

ZERO INTEREST
With Approved Credit

Medicaid
Accepted.

During this event, you can save
$500 on one ear, save $1,000 on two
ears during this introductory offer.

G

UARANTE
E

LOW PRICEU
N

BE
ATABLE

Livingston Audiology & Hearing Aid Center
211 Johnson
Big Spring,Texas
432-267-7052
www.lhac.com

432-267-7052
211 Johnson
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FREE
Video Ear Exam

FREE
Hearing Check Up

PROBLEMS HEARING?

Digital 
Chip

Audiology and
Hearing Aid

Centers

ZERO DOWN
Six & Twelve Months

ZERO INTEREST
With Approved Credit
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CO M I C S6B BIG SPRING HERALD
Monday, January 28, 2008

HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID

BC

This Date
In History

Today is Monday, Jan. 28,
the 28th day of 2008. There
are 338 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Jan. 28, 1986, the space
shuttle Challenger exploded
73 seconds after liftoff from
the Kennedy Space Center,
killing all seven of its crew
members: flight commander
Francis R. “Dick” Scobee;
pilot Michael Smith; Ronald
McNair; Ellison Onizuka;
Judith Resnik; Gregory
Jarvis; and schoolteacher
Christa McAuliffe.

On this date:
In 1547, England’s King

Henry the VIII died; he was
succeeded by his 9-year-old
son, Edward the VI.

In 1853, Cuban revolution-
ary Jose Marti was born in
Havana.

In 1878, the first daily col-
lege newspaper, Yale News
(now Yale Daily News),
began publication in New
Haven, Conn.

In 1909, the United States
ended direct control over
Cuba.

In 1915, the United States
Coast Guard was created as
President Woodrow Wilson
signed into law a bill merg-
ing the Life-Saving Service
and Revenue Cutter Service.

In 1916, Louis D. Brandeis
was nominated by President
Woodrow Wilson to the
Supreme Court; Brandeis
became the court’s first
Jewish member.

In 1945, during World War
II, Allied supplies began
reaching China over the
newly reopened Burma
Road.

In 1973, a cease-fire offi-
cially went into effect in the
Vietnam War.

In 1978, fire swept through
the historic downtown
Coates House hotel in
Kansas City, Mo., killing 20
people.

In 1988, a 13-day standoff
in Marion, Utah, between
police and a polygamist clan
ended in gunfire that killed
a state corrections officer
and seriously wounded the
group’s leader, Addam
Swapp.

Today’s Birthdays:

Musician-composer Acker
Bilk is 79. Actor Nicholas
Pryor is 73. Actor Alan Alda
is 72. Actress Susan Howard
is 66. Actress Marthe Keller
is 63. Actress-singer Barbi
Benton is 58. Actress Harley
Jane Kozak is 51. Movie
director Frank Darabont is
49. Rock musician Dave
Sharp is 49. Rock singer
Sam Phillips is 46. Rock
musician Dan Spitz
(Anthrax) is 45. Country
musician Greg Cook
(Ricochet) is 43. Singer
Sarah McLachlan is 40.
Rapper Rakim is 40. DJ
Muggs (Cypress Hill) is 40.
Actress Kathryn Morris
(“Cold Case”) is 39. Rhythm-
and-blues singer Anthony
Hamilton is 37.

SCIFI Å
Science Fic.

Star Trek:
Enterprise
Star Trek:
Enterprise
Star Trek:
Enterprise
Star Trek:
Enterprise
Tactics
Tactics
Noein (CC)
Noein (CC)
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone

WFAA C
Dallas

KMID D
Midland

UNI E
Spanish

KPEJ F
Odessa

KOSA H
Odessa

KTLE I
Telemundo

KWES J
Midland

WTBS L
Atlanta

KMLM M
Odessa

KPBT N
Odessa

DISC U
Discovery

AMC V
Classics

SPIKE W
Spike TV

TNT X
Atlanta

BET [
Black Ent.

DISN \
Disney

ESPN2:
Sports

ESPN ^
Sports

:PM
6 :30

:PM
7 :30

:PM
8 :30

:PM
9 :30

:PM
10 :30

:PM
11 :30

:AM
12 :30

MONDAY

News (CC)
Entertainment
Dance-Bruno
vs. Carrie Ann
State of the
Union (CC)

”
Samantha
News (CC)
Nightline
The Insider
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
News (CC)

Jeopardy!
Wheel-Fortune
Dance-Bruno
vs. Carrie Ann
State of the
Union (CC)

”
Samantha
News
Nightline
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
Extra (CC)
Lighthouse

Yo Amo a
Juan
Al Diablo con
Los Guapos
Pasion

”
Cristina

”
Primer Impacto
Noticiero Univ.
La Hora de la
Risa
Salome (SS)

”

The Simpsons
Two/Half Men
Sarah Connor
Chronicles
State of the
Union (CC)

”
Raymond
Two/Half Men
Raymond
Law & Order
(CC)
Reno 911!
George Lopez

News
Entertainment
How I Met
Two/Half Men
State of the
Union (CC)

”
Engagement
News
Late Show-
Letterman
Late Late
Show
The Insider

12 Corazones
”

Madre Luna
”

Victoria
”

Pecados
Ajenos
Noticias
Titulares y Mas
Decisiones

”
”

Programa

News
Be a Millionaire
American
Gladiators
State of the
Union (CC)

”
The Office
News
Tonight Show

”
Late Night-
Conan O'Brien
News

Raymond
Raymond
Friends (CC)
Friends (CC)
Family Guy
Family Guy
Family Guy
Family Guy
Sex and-City
Sex and-City
Movie: I Spy
(CC)

”
”

Jack Van Impe
John Hagee
Update Israel
Jim Jamieson
Light of the
Southwest

”
”

Update Israel
Y. Salamanca
Uri Harel
Scrivner
Update Israel
Rico Cortes

News-Lehrer
”

Antiques
Roadshow
American
Experience
(CC) (DVS)
TBA
Charlie Rose
(CC)
Tavis Smiley
Tavis Smiley
Sign Off

”

How It's Made
How It's Made
Behind The
Great Wall

”
”

Bone
Detectives
MythBusters
(CC)
Behind The
Great Wall

”
”

”
”

Movie: The
Matrix (CC)

”
”
”
”

Breaking Bad
(CC)
Movie: Planet
of the Apes

”
”

CSI: Crime
Scene
CSI: Crime
Scene
Movie: Tommy
Boy

”
”

CSI: NY
(CC)
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
Star Trek:
Voyager

Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
The Closer
(CC)
Without a
Trace (CC)
Without a
Trace (CC)

Live (CC)
Hell Date
Girlfriends
Girlfriends
Girlfriends
Girlfriends
Comicview
(CC)
Hell Date
Hell Date
Jamie Foxx
Jamie Foxx
Comicview
(CC)

Han. Montana
Zack & Cody
Movie:
Beethoven's
4th (CC)
That's-Raven
That's-Raven
Life Derek
Zack & Cody
Han. Montana
Replacements
Kim Possible
Emperor New
American Drgn

Women's
College
Basketball

”
NFL's Greatest
Game (CC)

”
Super Bowl
College
Basketball:
Cal Poly-SLO
at Pacific
2007 World
Series of Poker

College
Basketball:
Louisville at
Connecticut
College
Basketball:
Okla St. at
Okla.
SportsCenter
(CC)
NFL Live
SportsCenter
SportsCenter
(CC)
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