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By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Projects ranging from
the commonplace to the
sublime highlighted the
annual Big Spring
Independent School
District Science Fair
Wednesday afternoon.

Ever wonder
which tooth
w h i t e n e r
works best? Or
if there is a
s c i e n t i f i c
m e t h o d
toward deter-
mining the
ratio of differ-
ent colors in a

M&M’s bag?
Those subjects — and

more serious ones, such
as exploring everyday
applications for electroly-
sis — were examined by
BSISD students at the sci-
ence fair.

“The science fair allows
kids to involve them-
selves in scientific expe-
riences that effect their
lives on an everyday
basis,” said BSISD
Curriculum Director
Darrell Ryan. “And over-
all, there’s also the oppor-
tunity for college scholar-
ships in different cate-
gories.”

Student projects were
judged in a variety of sci-
ence fields, including
chemistry, biology and
animal, behavioral and
social science.

Those who placed in the
top three in their respec-
tive categories qualified
their projects for the
regional science fair to be
held March 8 in Odessa.

See FAIR, Page 3A

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Hannah Weber, a student at Big Spring High School, stands by her project which was judged best in the senior division at
Wednesday’s Big Spring Independent School District Science Fair.

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

It’s taken seven years
and seven figures, but
concerns over the founda-
tion at Big Spring Junior
High School may soon be
a thing of the past.

Big Spring
I n d e p e n d e n t
School District
o f f i c i a l s
a n n o u n c e d
that studies
show that the
foundation of
the building,
which has
been a cause of

concern for years,
appears to finally be sta-
bilizing.

That is welcome news
for BSISD, which has
spent around $1 million
in the past several years
to find a fix to the shift-
ing substructure.

“We’ve had no signifi-
cant movement (in the
substructure) in the last
year,” BSISD
Superintendent Michael
Downes said. “And we
feel the grouting process,
when it is completed this
summer, will complete
the stabilization
process.”

Inadequate fill and
packing work prior to the
building’s construction
led to the problem of
shifting beneath the foun-
dation, which led to
uneven settling and
cracks in the foundation
and building.

The solution that final-
ly proved most effective
was the method of impact
grouting — injecting a
concrete-like substance
beneath the building
foundation to provide
more support.

Grouting work has been
completed on the south
and southeastern por-
tions of the building,
with additional work
scheduled for this sum-

See SCHOOL, Page 3A

School
getting
a firmer
footing

By ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Democratic and
Republican congressional leaders
reached a tentative deal Thursday on
tax rebates of $300 to $1,200 per house-
hold and business tax cuts to jolt the
slumping economy.

Congressional officials close to the
negotiations said House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and Republican Leader John
Boehner of Ohio reached agreement in
principle in a telephone call Thursday
morning.

The officials, speaking on condition of

anonymity, said the two wanted key
members of their parties to sign off on
the accord before any announcement.

The development came as the Bush
administration, which also has been
pushing for a deal, said agreement
seemed imminent. “Our understanding
is there is no final deal yet but they are
making progress,” presidential spokes-
woman Dana Perino said early
Thursday.

Pelosi, D-Calif., agreed to drop
increases in food stamp and unemploy-
ment benefits during a Wednesday
meeting in exchange for gaining rebates
of at least $300 for almost everyone earn-

ing a paycheck, including low-income
earners who make too little to pay
income taxes.

Pelosi, answering questions from
reporters Thursday after a speech in
Washington, said, “I am not confirming
anything.” But Pelosi added she would
have something to say later.

Families with children would receive
an additional $300 per child, subject to
an overall cap of perhaps $1,200, accord-
ing to a senior House aide who outlined
the deal on condition of anonymity in
advance of formal adoption of the whole 

See ECONOMY, Page 3A

Congress reaches deal on stimulus package
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story  idea? Call Jonathan Hull at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. Email results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSportsSports
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Crossroads high
school varsity
sports calendar

Due to inclement
weather, Coahoma’s
and Forsan’s boys and
girls basketball games
were canceled Tuesday
and will be made up
Thursday.

TODAY
Coahoma girls bas-

ketball at Merkel, 6:30
p.m.

Coahoma boys bas-
ketball at Merkel, 8
p.m.

Forsan girls basket-
ball at Hamlin, 6:30
p.m.

Forsan boys basket-
ball at Hamlin, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY
Coahoma girls bas-

ketball at Hawley, 6:30
p.m.

Coahoma boys bas-
ketball at Hawley, 8
p.m.

Free junior tennis
league playing
every Wednesday

A free junior tennis
league will take place
every Wednesday for
several weeks from
4:45 to 5:45 beginning
tomorrow.

Boys and girls  of any
skill level between
ages 8-12 are welcome
to attend. The league is
being conducted by
Big Spring tennis
instructor Ted Oleson.

No sign up is
required. Bring a rack-
et or one will be pro-
vided while available.

For more informa-
tion, call Oleson at
(806)236-8901 or visit
www.bigspringtennis.c
om. 

Howard College
presenting the
Harlem Starz

The Howard College
athletic department
will present the
Harlem Starz at 7:00
p.m. Jan. 29th at the
Dorothy Garrett
Coliseum. 

The game is a
fundraiser which will
benefit the Howard
College athletic pro-
gram.

With names like Zig
Zag, Hollywood, K-
Money, Air Bama and
Werm, fans will know
they are not attending
an ordinary basketball
game. Almost every
play will involve fancy
dribbling, no look pass-
es, amazing dunks and
comedy.

In addition to the
game, highlights will
include a halftime 
show, prizes and auto-
graphs. For ticket
information, contact
Howard College at 264-
5040.

KBYG 1400 AM’s
scheduled airings
of NBA basketball

KBYG 1400 AM is air-
ing both San Antonio
Spurs and Dallas
Mavericks basketball
throughout the NBA
season.

TODAY
San Antonio vs.

Miami, 6:30 p.m.
FRIDAY
Dallas vs. Los

Angeles Lakers, 7 p.m.

IINN B BRIEFRIEF
By JIM VERTUNO
AP Sports Writer

AUSTIN — The company that
conducts drug testing for the
NCAA, minor league baseball
and other sports leagues has
been chosen to run Texas’ mas-
sive high school steroids testing
program.

The National Center For Drug
Free Sport was selected Tuesday
to run the largest steroids testing
program in the country, testing
40,000-50,000 public school ath-
letes by the end of the 2008-09
school year.

Testing is expected to begin
within weeks, although the

University Interscholastic
League, the governing body of
Texas public school sports,
declined to say exactly when.

Drug Free Sport competed with
13 other companies for the two-
year, $6 million program. UIL
officials said they wanted a con-
tractor with a proven track
record of reliability and exper-
tise.

“We look forward to working
closely with Drug Free Sport in
implementing a first-class
steroid testing program that we
feel will be a model for other
states and organizations to fol-
low,” UIL Athletic Director
Charles Breithaupt said.

The tests were ordered by the
state lawmakers concerned that
young athletes may be taking
illegal and potentially dangerous
performance-enhancing drugs.

The Legislature wanted testing
to begin before last football sea-
son, but delays over writing the
program rules and finding a con-
tractor pushed it back several
months.

“With the testing company now
under contract and testing just
around the corner, I believe it
will deter young people from
risking their lives by abusing
illegal steroids,” said Lt. Gov.
David Dewhurst, the Republican
who led the charge for testing.

Based in Kansas City, Mo.,
Drug Free Sport was created in
1999 by Frank Uryasz, who had
been the director of sports sci-
ences for the National Collegiate
Athletic Association.

Uryasz had developed the
NCAA’s drug testing program in
the 1980s and his company has
handled NCAA testing since
1999.

Drug Free Sport tests about
13,000 college athletes annually
for the NCAA and has separate
contracts with various leagues
and about 200 colleges and uni-
versities around the country, 

See STEROIDS, Page 2B

High school steroids testing starts in February

By KRISTIE RIEKEN
AP Sports Writer

COLLEGE STATION — Curtis
Jerrells sat down, slumped his
shoulders and exhaled audibly.

“I’m tired,” he said.
No one could blame him after

he scored a career-high 36 points
in 53 minutes of No. 25 Baylor’s
116-110 five overtime win over
No. 18 Texas A&M on Wednesday
night.

Jerrells scored 11 points in the
final overtime and another 11 in
the previous four to lead his
team. He also had eight assists,
four rebounds, two steals and a
block.

“I don’t even know how many
overtimes it was,” Jerrells said,
looking confused.

Told it was five, he shook his
head.

“That just shows the ability,
the dedication and the will of
this team,” he said. “If we put
our minds to it, no matter what
happens we’re going to get it
done.”

Baylor (16-2, 4-0 Big 12) won its
fifth in a row and first since
entering the rankings for the
first time since 1969 on Monday.
It broke a 15-game home winning
streak for Texas A&M and is the
Aggies’ third straight loss.

“I think this has been great for
our team and even more enjoy-
able as a coach, being able to step
back and be so happy for our
community and fans and every-
body that waited so long for
this,” Baylor coach Scott Drew
said. “And obviously it’s pretty
sweet for us to break through in
the rankings and then have a
game like this.”

Three free throws by Jerrells
gave Baylor a 106-103 lead in the
fifth overtime. Dominique Kirk

got A&M (15-4, 1-3) within a point
with a layup on the next posses-
sion.

Jerrells pushed the lead back to
3 with his steal and layup with
about a minute left. Aaron Bruce
added a pair of free throws
before a layup by Bryan Davis
made it 110-107 with less than 30
seconds remaining.

Jerrells added four more free
throws and LaceDarius Dunn
chipped in a pair to ensure the
win.

The small but vocal group of
Baylor fans chanted “B-U!” inces-
santly as time ticked down in the
final overtime and players
jumped around wildly and
hugged after the clock ran out.

Davis, who led A&M with a
career-high 30 points, made a
layup with 9 seconds left in the
fourth overtime to knot it at 99
and send it to the fifth OT.

“Five overtimes is asking a lot
when you’re just not as deep as
you need to be,” Texas A&M
coach Mark Turgeon said.

Dunn scored five points in the
first half of quadruple overtime
to give Baylor a 97-94 lead with
about three minutes to go. Davis
made two free throws to get A&M
within one before a layup by
Tweety Carter made it 99-96 with
about a minute left.

Just as he had late in triple OT,
Donald Sloan made just one of
two free throws, this time mak-
ing it 99-97.

Jerrells scored six points in the
last 1:01 of triple overtime,
including the tying layup with 10
seconds left to leave it at 90-all
and force the fourth overtime.

“Jerrells, he’s something else,”
Turgeon said as he looked over
the stat sheet.

See NCAA, Page 2B

Baylor outlasts A&M in 5 OTs

AP photo/Paul Zoeller

Texas A&M’s Donald Sloan (15) jumps over Baylor’s Curtis Jerrells (0) for
the dunk to end regulation, sending the game into overtime Wednesday at
Reed Arena in College Station. Turned out that five overtimes were needed
with Baylor finally prevailing, 116-110.

By MIKE CRANSTON
AP Sports Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. —
Dallas Mavericks coach Avery
Johnson could never relax in his
first game against Charlotte
Bobcats coach Sam Vincent.

It was just as Johnson expect-
ed.

In their first matchup since
Vincent left Johnson’s staff to
take his first NBA coaching job,
the Mavericks nearly blew a 14-
point fourth-quarter lead before
pulling out a 102-95 win on
Wednesday night.

“His team didn’t quit tonight.
We had a chance to put them
away, but they fought back,”
Johnson said. “That’s a tribute to
his toughness and what he’s
instilled in these guys.”

Devin Harris scored 23 points
and Josh Howard had 21 points
and 12 rebounds for the
Mavericks, who were coming off
their most lopsided loss of the
season, an 18-point rout at
Washington on Monday.

After racing to a 10-1 lead and
seemingly in control in early in
the fourth quarter, Vincent’s
Bobcats stormed back, only to
run out of gas.

“Now I understand what some
of my mentors go through,” said

Johnson, who met with Vincent
Tuesday night. “It was difficult
because you want him to be suc-
cessful. Not tonight. We needed a
win in the worst way.”

Charlotte got within 90-87 on
Emeka Okafor’s layup with 2:38
left. Charlotte twice had the ball
trailing by three, but couldn’t
convert before Harris and Dirk
Nowitzki hit six straight free
throws.

Nowitzki had 20 points and
eight rebounds for the
Mavericks, who improved to 7-0
all-time against Charlotte.

“The teams that we’re used to
getting wins from, they’re not
easy wins anymore,” Howard
said. “They’re coming to play
night in and night out.”

Gerald Wallace had 22 points
and 11 rebounds and played all 48
minutes despite being question-
able going in with a strained left
calf. Wallace said he wasn’t at
full strength, and it hampered
him when he missed a jumper
and a reverse layup with
Charlotte trailing by three with
less than 3 minutes left.

“I can live with it because I
know my explosiveness wasn’t
there,” Wallace said. “I didn’t
jump or attack the basket the 

See NBA, Page 2B

Mavs hold off late
Bobcats’ surge, 102-95

AP photo/Nell Redmond

Dallas Mavericks guard Devin Harris (34) shoots over Charlotte Bobcats
guard Matt Carroll (13) at the Charlotte Bobcats Arena in Charlotte, N.C.,
Wednesday. Harris scored 23 points and Dallas won 102-95. 
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TODAY
• The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets at 7

p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809 Scurry,
or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call Robert

Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard

College Cactus Room.
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721. 

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard

College Cactus Room. Call 267-6479.
• League of United Latin American Citizens

LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. For more infor-
mation, contact John Ybarra at 264-1628. The public
is invited. 

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267-
7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon at

the Howard College Cactus Room.
• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 7:30

p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

Bulletin Board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

Dorothy Martin
Dorothy Martin, 81, of Big Spring died Wednesday,

Jan. 23, 2008, at Parkview Nursing and Rehabilitation.
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 a.m.
today:

• SHAWNA GRAYSON, 36, of 303 E. Sixth Street,
was arrested Wednesday on a charge of theft.

• THEFT was reported:
- in the 200 block of Marcy.
- in the 1100 block of Lamesa.
• TERRORISTIC THREATS was reported in the

2000 block of Hudgens.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 2000

block of Hudgens.
• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the

200 block of FM 700.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 54 inmates at the time of this report.

• THEODORE E. RIOS, 37, was transferred to the
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of
theft of property.

• JUAN MANUEL GARCIA, 42, was arrested
Wednesday by the HCSO on charges of bail jumping -
failure to appear (three counts); theft; forgery of a
financial instrument; resisting arrest, search or trans-
portation; unlawfully carrying a weapon; and evading
arrest or detention (two counts).

• JOSEPHINE VALE, 49, was arrested Wednesday
by the HCSO on charges of failure to appear - failure
to stop and give information for damages and no dri-
ver’s license.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 1800
block of Goliad. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of Fourth
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1100 block of E.
Fourth Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of El
Camino. Service refused.

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 15-18-24-29-32-53
Number matching six of six: None.
Estimated jackpot for Saturday night drawing: $17

million.
•••

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 12-15-19-22-31
Number matching five of five: None.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tonight.

•••
The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Wednesday

night, in order: 6-5-5-9. Sum It Up: 25.
•••

The winning Pick 3 numbers0-1-3. Sum I
The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Wednesday

afternoon, in order:
0-1-3-8. Sum It Up: 12.

•••
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday

afternoon, in order:
8-3-9. Sum It Up: 20.

Today — Cloudy with a 20 percent chance of rain
and snow. Highs in the lower 30s. East winds 10 to 15
mph.

Tonight — Winter storm watch in effect. Cloudy
with a 50 percent chance of freezing rain and sleet.
Lows in the upper 20s. Southeast winds around 10
mph.

Friday — Mostly cloudy. A 50 percent chance of rain
and light freezing rain in the morning. Highs in the
upper 40s. South winds around 10 mph.

Friday night — Mostly cloudy. Lows in the upper
30s. Light and variable winds.

Saturday — Mostly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.
Light and variable winds.

Saturday night — Mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid
40s.

Sunday — Mostly cloudy. Highs in the upper 60s.
Sunday night — Mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s.
Monday — Sunny. Highs in the upper 60s.
Monday night — Mostly clear. Lows in the upper

30s.
Tuesday — Sunny. Highs in the lower 60s.
Tuesday night — Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s.
Wednesday — Sunny. Highs in the upper 50s.

• Cross stitchers are needed to complete one or more
blocks of this year’s Howard County Fair quilt. All
supplies are provided. Blocks may be picked up from
Posey Cotton Office, 601 Scurry, Monday through
Friday from  9 a.m. to noon. For information, call  263-
1267 or 263-4980. This year’s quilt theme is
“Wildflowers of Texas.” All proceeds from the sale of
tickets for the quilt are used to defray the expenses of
the Fair. The quilt will be awarded the last night of
the fair. 

• Pediatric flu vaccinations for children ages 6
months to 35 months are now available at the Texas
Department of State Health Services clinic in College
Park Shopping Center. Cost is $10, although no one
will be turned away for inability to pay. For more
information, call 263-9775.

• St. Mary’s and friends of St. Mary’s are holding a
lap blanket drive to place approximately 400 lap blan-
kets in the hands of every nursing home patient in Big
Spring. Blankets can be taken to the church office,
1001 Goliad, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday or call Connie Fowler at 267-
2713. 

A beginning crochet class is being held at 6 p.m.
Wednesday in the church’s Parish Hall. 

• Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming a
Compass Hospice volunteer. Help those at the end of
life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s life. Call
263-5999 to begin your journey.

1
• All creatures Sanctuary and Rescue has an account

set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608 N. Hwy. 87 for
all types of metals and aluminum cans. Please tell
them that your donations are for All Creatures
Sanctuary and Rescue. All Creatures Sanctuary and
Rescue is also still taking weight circles off of all
Purina brand dog foods. Send your Purina Weight
Circles, to A.C.S. & R. at P.0, 871, Coahoma 79511. All
Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue is still accepting old
and used cell phones and ink jet cartridges, for drop
off locations in Big Spring and Coahoma, Call Melanie
at 267-7387.

• Christ Community Fellowship is collecting infant
car seats and carriers. These are given to new moth-
ers who cannot afford them. To donate your old or
new car seats and carriers, call Karen Allen at 263-3517
or leave a message at Christ Community Fellowship,
263-love. All donations are appreciated.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires just a
few hours commitment each month. To volunteer, or
to request a ride for treatment, call Nancy Koger at
267-7809.

• New Life Ministries Church of God In Christ is
holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The
meal is free. Call 264-0771 for more information.

• The Pet Patrol helps locate lost pets and owners of
found pets. To volunteer or for more information, call
Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).

• Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting appoint-
ments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and third
Wednesday of each month. Individuals seeking legal
advice for matters concerning family law, divorce,
custody and child support issues, social security
cases, employment and housing may contact the office
to schedule an appointment. Criminal cases are not
accepted. Anyone recently served with legal docu-
ments should call the office immediately at 800-926-
5630 or 432-686-0647.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in criti-
cal need of foster families. Foster parents are the care-
takers for the children in the community who have
been abused or neglected. For more information on
becoming foster parents or adoptive families, call the
Children’s Protective Services office at 263-9669.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.

at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m.
until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting,

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each
month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon

at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-
5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) TX. 21, weight
loss support group meets at Dora Roberts
Rehabilitation Center, 306 W. Third St. at 5 p.m. TOPS
provides members with information, motivation and
fellowship in attaining and maintaining their physi-
cian-prescribed weight goals. For more information,
call 263-6819 or 263-1758. Leave a message.

TUESDAY
•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets at

6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St.

• Dual Recovery Anonymous meetings have been
canceled. They will no longer take place at the Howard
County Library. If you have questions, call Deidra F.
at (432) 816-3033.

• Life Recovery, a non-denominational Christian
group of recovering alcoholics and addicts, meets at 7
p.m. at the St. Paul Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

Lottery

Weather

Take Note

Support Groups

Obituaries

Fire/EMS

Sheriff’s report

Police blotter

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

www.BigSpringHerald.com
Big Sky, Big Heart, Big Spring

Missed Your Paper:
432-263-7335

(Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-7p.m. 
Sun. 8a.m.-noon)

Publisher... Ext. 250
Managing Editor... Ext. 230

Advertising Manager... Ext. 229
Circulation Manager... Ext. 244
Production Manager... Ext. 256

432-263-7331
(Main Switchboard)

432-264-7205 (Fax)

The Big Spring Herald is a member of The Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce, Texas Press Association, West Texas
Press Association, Texas Daily Newspaper Association, The
Associated Press. 

Published afternoons Mon. thru Fri. and Sunday mornings,
except Christmas Day. All materials copyrighted.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Big Spring Herald, P.O.
Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721. Periodicals postage paid at Big
Spring, Texas.

USPS 1431-48 USPS 0055-940 ISSN 0746-6811
BY THE MONTH HOME DELIVERY: $8.65 monthly; $93.42 year-

ly (includes 10% discount). MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: $12.50 month-
ly Howard & Martin Counties; $13.25 elsewhere.

Ron Midkiff
John A. Moseley
Rick Nunez 
Robert Smith
Tony Hernandez

Walls Coveralls
Wide Selection

Howard County Feed
& Supply

701 E. 2nd            267-64119248

QUICK CASH REBATES
The Quick Way to Payday

We’ll cash your personal check in minutes, deposit it on your next
payday, up to 14 days, give you the money you need, the long 

distance you want and the discount you deserve!
Requirements For Service: 1) Valid Picture ID

2) Verification Of Income
3) Most Recent Checking Account Statement

612 S. Gregg          Big Spring, Texas        432-263-4400

21
44
4

Has anyone ever told you about a
special event that is supposed to be
happening, only to find out that the

person who told you 
didn’t have all the facts? 

Call 263-7331 to start you 
subscription to the 

Big Spring Herald today, and get
the scoop on local news and events. 
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NCAA
Continued from Page 1B

Kevin Rogers’ layup
with 1:31 remaining in
triple OT cut A&M’s lead
to 87-84 and he fouled out
less than 30 seconds later,
the fourth Bear to foul
out. In all, five Baylor
players fouled out. Rogers
finished with 19 points
and 18 rebounds.

“You didn’t want to see
anyone lose a game like
this,” Drew said. “I don’t
think you could come up
with any more of a team
effort.”

Both teams managed
just four points apiece in
the second overtime, with
Davis scoring all the
Aggies’ points. A&M’s
Sloan had a chance for
the win at the buzzer, but
his layup was blocked by
Rogers to take it to triple
overtime.

Kirk forced the second
overtime when his tip-in
at the buzzer made it 76-
all. He missed a 3 on the
play and a tip by Davis
bounced off the rim
before Kirk swooped in
for the rebound and shot.

Turgeon was impressed
with Davis, who had 14
rebounds to go with his 30

points.
“Bryan Davis was just a

warrior tonight,”
Turgeon said. “He was
great.”

Sloan, who had 18
points, got the inbound
pass and streaked past
Rogers and the rest of the
Baylor defenders for the
one-handed dunk to tie it
a 64 and force overtime.

The teams combined to
shoot more than 100 free
throws, with Baylor going
39-of-47 and A&M making
36-of-59.

The game lasted so long
that even one of the refer-
ees got confused. 

In the break before the
start of the fourth over-
time, a referee
approached a member of
the media and asked if
triple overtime was about
to begin. 

When told it was four,
he shook his head and
walked off.

Texas Tech 92,
Missouri 84

Martin Zeno was in Bob
Knight’s doghouse not too
long ago.

After Tech lost at
Oklahoma State earlier
this month, Knight called
Zeno’s play disappointing.

Wednesday night he

scored a career-high 33
points to lead Tech to a
92-84 win over Missouri.

“It’s motivation,” he
said of Knight’s admon-
ishment after the loss to
the Cowboys. “Also, it
makes me go out there
and just do my best, just
prove him wrong. That
just gives me the edge
right there.”

The loss left the Tigers
winless on the road this
season, while Tech’s win
gave Knight his 901st
career win.

The loss extended the
Tigers’ road-loss streak to
five games.

Keon Lawrence scored
24 points, Stefhon Hannah
added 17 and DeMarre
Carroll got 14 to lead the
Tigers (11-8, 1-3).

Turnovers hurt the
Tigers. They had 21
turnovers; they are aver-
aging 13.

Zeno, who went to the
line a career-high 24
times, made a career-high
19 of them. Both the
attempts and the free
throws made are school
records.

All five Tech starters
scored in double figures,
with John Roberson
adding 25 points, Alan
Voskuil 13 for Tech.

Damir Suljagic had 10 and
Charlie Burgess added 11.

No. 1 Memphis 56,
Tulsa 41

In Tulsa, Okla., Chris
Douglas-Roberts scored 20
points and Derrick Rose
added 19 to help the top-
ranked Tigers beat pesky
Tulsa and avoid the fate
that befell them the last
time they were atop the
rankings — 25 years ago.

After winning each of
its past six games by at
least 20 points, Memphis
(18-0, 5-0 Conference USA)
didn’t take a double-digit
lead until Douglas-
Roberts’ two-handed jam
with 6:21 remaining made
it 48-38.

The last time Memphis
reached No. 1, Virginia
Tech upset the Tigers 64-

56 on Jan. 10, 1983, short-
ly after the poll came out.

No. 2 Kansas 83,
Iowa State 59

In Lawrence, Kan.,
Darnell Jackson had 21
points and 11 rebounds to
help the Jayhawks stay
unbeaten.

The Jayhawks (19-0, 4-0
Big 12), one of two unbeat-
en teams in Division I,
dominated almost from
the start, leading by 10 at
halftime en route to their
33rd victory in their past
34 games.

No. 5 North Carolina 98,
Miami 82

In Coral Gables, Fla.,
Tyler Hansbrough scored
27 of his season-high 35
points after halftime, Ty

Lawson scored 15 of his 23
points in the opening 20
minutes for the fifth-
ranked Tar Heels.

Wayne Ellington added
12 points for North
Carolina (19-1, 4-1 Atlantic
Coast Conference), which
lost its No. 1 ranking after
an 82-80 home loss to
Maryland on Saturday.

Lance Hurdle scored a
season-high 20 points for
Miami (14-4, 1-3).

No. 7 Indiana 65,
Iowa 43

In Bloomington, Ind.,
D.J. White scored 19
points and Eric Gordon
added 17 to help the
Hoosiers extend their
winning streak to 13.

Indiana (17-1, 6-0) has
won 29 in a row at
Assembly Hall.

STEROIDS
Continued from Page 1B

spokesman Dan Regan
said.

It also conducts drug
testing of high school ath-
letes in New Jersey and
Florida. 

New Jersey was the first
state to conduct random
steroid testing of high
school athletes and tested
500 athletes in its first
year.

Bob Baly, assistant
director of the New
Jersey State
Interscholastic Athletic
Association, praised Drug
Free Sport’s performance
in his state.

“Extremely profession-
al. It’s not like they
haven’t done this before,”
Baly said. “They handle
students very well. We’ve
had no complaints.”

New Jersey’s program,
which began in the 2006-
2007 school year, tests stu-
dents who participate in
the postseason and must
be renewed annually.

The Texas program is
much broader. Every one
of the approximately
764,000 public school ath-
letes are eligible to be
tested, whether their
sport is in season or not.

To select athletes for
testing, officials will first
randomly select about 30
percent of school across
the state. The schools pro-
vide lists of athletes in all
sports.

Agents from Drug Free
Sport randomly select

athletes from the list and
go to the schools to collect
urine samples, which are
sent to labs for testing.
Students won’t know they
will be tested until they
are pulled from class.

Drug Free Sport uses
only laboratories accred-
ited by the World Anti-
Doping Agency, Regan
said, and there are three
in North America: the
UCLA Olympic

Analytical Laboratory,
the Sports Medicine
Research and Testing
Laboratory in Salt Lake
City, Utah, and the lab at
WADA in Montreal.

“Drug Free Sport will
rely on its vast experi-
ence in high school and
collegiate steroid-use pre-
vention in administering
a top-notch program
across the state of Texas,”
Uryasz said.
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140,000 bales ginned
7 Days Behind

8725

32.97%

15.94

57.32

$18000 / Ton Seed Price

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

NBA
Continued from Page 1B

way I wanted to.”
Jason Richardson also scored

22 points and Okafor had 19
points and 10 rebounds for the
Bobcats, who lost their second
straight game.

“We played hard and played
well in spurts,” Vincent said.
“We just have to get better at
making key decisions at key
times.”

Vincent, who spent one sea-
son on Johnson’s staff,
appeared overmatched at the
start.

With the Bobcats starting
essentially two point guards
with 6-foot-1 Raymond Felton
and 6-4 Jeff McInnis, the
Mavericks immediately took it
inside. 

Dallas had four offensive
rebounds in the first three min-
utes and built a 10-1 lead before
Okafor’s dunk ended
Charlotte’s 0-for-6 start from the
field.

Dallas scored 18 points in the
paint in building a 30-17 lead
after the first quarter before

Richardson led Charlotte’s
comeback.

Richardson scored 13 of the
Bobcats’ final 16 points of the
second quarter to get Charlotte
within 57-49.

The Mavericks lost swingman
Jerry Stackhouse for the game
to a strained right hamstring
early in the period.

The Mavericks built their
lead to 82-68 on Jason Terry’s
jumper 15 seconds into the
fourth quarter. 

That’s when the Mavericks let
the Bobcats back in the game
with shaky defense and by set-
tling for jumpers.

While it wasn’t turnovers that
cost the Mavs — they had only
eight after committing 39 in the
past three games — they
allowed Charlotte to go on a 19-
8 run that forced Johnson to
use his starters all the way to
the end, two days before they
host the Los Angeles Lakers.

Harris eventually bailed out
the Mavericks. Continuing a
stretch of strong play, he fin-
ished two points shy of his
career high set last week.
Harris shot 8-of-12 from the
floor and 6-of-7 on free throws

while consistently beating
Bobcats’ defenders off the drib-
ble.

“Devin Harris made some
really big-time moves,”
Johnson said.

Enough to give Johnson a 1-0
lead against his first assistant
to get an NBA head coaching
job. 

The rematch is March 12.
“Except for the two games we

play them, we want Sam to do
well,” Johnson said. “He’s done
an awfully good job in a transi-
tion year with a young basket-
ball team.”

Raptors 114,
Celtics 112

Boston’s bullying of the
Atlantic Division is over.
Toronto’s torrid outside shoot-
ing took care of that.

The Raptors were 15-for-21
from 3-point range Wednesday
night, beating the Celtics 114-
112. Boston had been 10-0
against division foes, with
three of those victories coming
against Toronto.

“It was really important to
beat them — so we could see if
we could,” guard Jose Calderon

said. “We knew how to play
them after already playing
them three times.”

In Boston, Calderon converted
a go-ahead, three-point play
with 10.5 seconds left and fin-
ished with 24 points and 13
assists. 

Chris Bosh and Anthony
Parker scored 23 points apiece,
Andrea Bargnani had 20 points,
seven rebounds and seven
assists, and the Raptors carved
up the team with the NBA’s
best record.

“Fifty-eight percent (from the
floor); 71 percent from the 3; 100
percent from the foul line. At
least the foul line wasn’t guard-
ed,” Boston coach Doc Rivers
said. “Half the guys in our
league couldn’t shoot 15-for-21 if
they were in a gym by them-
selves.”

Toronto (23-19) won for the
sixth time in eight games,
improving to 1-3 against Boston
(33-7).

Kevin Garnett scored 26
points for Boston, which had
won three in a row. Paul Pierce
had 19 points and nine assists,
and Ray Allen also scored 19 for
the Celtics.

Cavaliers 121,
Wizards 85

As good as the Raptors were,
Cleveland may have been bet-
ter. Just ask LeBron James.

James scored 23 points,
Zydrunas Ilgauskas had 24
without missing from the floor
and the Cavaliers handled the
Washington Wizards 121-85 for
their season-high fifth straight
victory.

“Offensively we were unbe-
lievable, nearly perfect,” James
said. “It was pretty dang gone
good.”

Ilgauskas went 10-for-10 from
the field as the Cavs set season
highs in margin of victory,
assists (39), points in a quarter
(43) and field-goal percent
shooting (56).

Spurs 103,
Lakers 91

At San Antonio, Tim Duncan
had 28 points and 17 rebounds,
Ime Udoka added a season-high
18 points, and four other play-
ers scored in double digits in
the Spurs’ second straight vic-
tory.

Kobe Bryant led the Lakers
with 29 points and 12 rebounds.
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Card #__________________________
Exp. Date: ___________________
Signature________________________

Master Card

13
00

8

YES! Start my subscription for ____ months.
Enclosed is $_________.

Name:_______________________________

Address:_____________________________

City_________________________________

State ____  Zip ____________

Telephone ____________________________

Subscribe
Now
And

Subscription Price      News Stand Price

One Year $93.42 $195.00
Six Months $51.90 $97.50
Three Months  $25.95 $48.75 
One Month $8.65 $15.00

Call for Senior Citizen and Mail Delivery Prices

SAVE
up to 52%

over news stand prices

Business Opportunity
CAVALIER KIDS for Fun and 
Profit. Small investment that 
multiples. L.D. Kirk. 
254-947-4475.

Want to Buy
TOP PRICES paid for Railroad 
Antiques. Especially want 
Texas & Pacific items. Also 
dining car items- any railroad. 
Call Warren Taylor 
432-685-1910 evenings.

Cemetery Lots
SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational
A BRIGHTER FUTURE!

Train to become an
Electrical Technician!

Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for 

those who qualify.
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 212
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Garage Sales
16 FAMILY Garage Sale: Sat-
urday 8:00-3:00. Glasscock 
Community Center, Garden 
City, East of courthouse. Cloth-
ing, furniture, household 
goods, books, toys, etc. 

ESTATE SALE: Wednesday 
thru Saturday 9:30-? 401 East 
17th Apartment #3. Furniture, 
dishes, collectibles, Heirloom 
quilts, Christmas decorations, 
lamps, bedding, and large-lady 
clothes.

Help Wanted

20+ YEAR Construction Com-
pany seeking help with general 
repairs, painting and carpentry 
experience. Own transportation 
to and from work Weekends 
Off. Pay D.O.E.   Call 
432-267-2296.

Help Wanted
ACTIVITY COORDINATOR - 
P/T Instructor for after school 
nonprofit program. Must be 
creative and resourceful. Re-
warding and flexible position! 
28 hrs month $15/$18 hr. 
Email: 
kdanley@ti-f.org

ATTENTION
POLICE OFFICERS &

FIRE FIGHTERS
Are you the Best?

Can you make the top 10%?
If so......

Apply for these positions today:
Fire Fighters

$27,31.15-$36,202.28 DOEC
Deadline for applications is 

Wednesday,
January 30th, 5:00 p.m.

Testing begins 9:00 a.m., Sat, 
February 2nd, 2008

Police Officers Cert. 
& Non

$32,427.20 Cert.- 
$29,966.56 Non-Cert.

Test date to be announced
Communications Officer

Wastewater Plant Operator
Utility Service Worker

Heavy Equipment Operator
(2) Positions- 

Landfill & Sanitation
Staff Accountant

$30,114.24 Annually
Information Tech Specialist  I

$30,114.24
We offer EXCELLENT BENE-
FITS including 100% paid Em-
ployee Health Ins.

Inquire to:
Human Resources

City of Big Spring, Texas
Phone: (432)264-2346 

Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to 
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

EOE

CHILD CARE Needed: to care 
for 2 little girls during the day, 
M-F in loving and safe home. 
All gov’t holiday off! If inter-
ested please call 432-816-9635 
or 413-0066.

COME JOIN our friendly team 
at Kate’s Fina Mart. Good 
benefits. Now hiring full & part 
time. Must be 18 yrs. old. Apply 
at 1100 N. Lamesa Hwy.

Dr Pepper/ Pepsi
Now Hiring Career oriented 
person for Sales/Merchandiser 
position. Candidate should 
have experience selling and 
merchandising products pref-
erably in the beverage industry. 
Responsible for selling, order-
ing, stocking and inventory 
control for  stores in the Big 
Spring area. Clean driving re-
cord. Drug Screen and work 
assessment testing required. 
Comprehensive benefit pro-
gram including, 401K, Major 
medical and dental and Flex 
program.
Apply in person at:
Ab-Tex Dr Pepper/Pepsi
3611 HWY 87 North
Big Spring, TX 79720

DUNCAN DISPOSAL -  Now 
hiring a driver for the Coahoma 
area. Need at least a Class B 
CDL. Experience Preferred for 
a driver’s position. Must be 
able to pass mandatory DOT 
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls 
please. The job includes 40+ 
hours weekly Mon- Fri., with 
some Sat. mornings. An hourly 
rate with benefits package is 
available. Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Please Call Arthur 
432-770-3966.

HOUSEKEEPING  NEEDED 
under new supervisor. Bi-lin-
gual okay. Competitive pay and 
paid holidays & vacation.  Pick 
up application at Holiday Inn 
Express, 1109 N. Aylesford 
Street.  

Help Wanted
Electrician/  Meter 

Technician Positions
The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has openings for 
an Industrial Electrician. Elec-
trical experience and training 
required. A Meter Technician 
position is also available. A 
CDL license and mechanical 
experience are helpful. Will 
work out of Big Spring, TX. 
District benefits include paid 
vacation and holidays, sick 
leave, retirement plan, and 
group insurance. EOE
Applications are required to be 
considered for employment 
and are available at the Dis-
trict’s office, 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas or by 
calling 432-267-6341.

EXPERIENCED MECHANIC.
Must have own tools. ASE pre-
ferred, but not required. Apply 
in person or call (432)267-7421 
for appointment. Pollard Chev-
rolet, Buick.

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

FULL TIME Accounting Posi-
tion Available. Requirements 
include Accounting Degree or 
equivalent of 10 yrs. experi-
ence in accounting/bookkeep-
ing. Tax preparation experi-
ence a plus. Please send re-
sume to PO Box 949, Big 
Spring, Texas 79721.

HIRING IMMEDIATELY Secu-
rity Officers. Must have a clean 
background check, reliable 
transportation, and a valid driv-
er’s license. Retirees welcome 
to apply. Call 1-877-352-7248.

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

We recognize that our
employees are our greatest 

asset, providing flexible 
schedules and one of the 

most attractive benefits packet:
Currently hiring the 
following positions:

*Licensed Vocational Nurses
*Certified Nurses Aides

(Full-time or Part-time)
Activities Assistant

Salary Based On Experience
1809 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring, Tx 79720
(432)268-8387

(432)268-1987 Fax
“Equal Opportunity Employer”

METER READING position 
now available. Please apply at 
txucorp.com

MIDWAY BAPTIST Church is 
looking for a responsible indi-
vidual to work in the nursery on 
Sundays during the morning 
and evening services. You 
must have good references to 
be considered for the position. 
Please apply in person at 6200 
S Service Rd. Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 AM-12:30 PM.

NOW HIRING
COMMERCIAL 

Mechanic/ Driver
Pre employment physical and 

drug test required. 
Must have own tools and CDL. 

Apply to: 2800 Windecker
(Midland airport)

or call (432)563-5393 or 
(432)638-2920 
Mail resume to:

General Superintendent 
PO BOX 60708

MIDLAND, TX 79711

Help Wanted
NEED A job today? Come be a 
delivery driver for Domino’s 
Pizza. We pay competitive 
hourly wages & put cash in 
your pocket daily! Working for 
the other guys? Bring your ex-
perience over to Domino’s 
Pizza and get paid top dollar. 
Part time and full time positions 
available. Need day hours? 
Need night hours? We have all 
shifts available. We work with 
ALL types of schedules. Apply 
now and get hired on the 
spot (some restrictions ap-
ply). 
2111 Greg Street 
EOE, Drug Free environment

NEED EXPERIENCED Lube 
Tech/Porter. Apply in person 
only at Service Department 
Pollard Chevrolet, Buick & Ca-
dillac, 1501 East 4th.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NURSES UNLIMITED INC. is 
seeking enthusiastic and out-
going CNA’s to assist in the 
home with personal care, meal 
prep. light house keeping. P-T. 
E.O.E. Call Maria @ 
1-800-458-3257.

PAINTER’S ASSISTANT
needed. Salary DOE, Health 
insurance, 401k plan. Apply at 
Price Construction, 2701 N. 
Hwy 350, Big Spring, TX 79720 
or fax resume to 
432-236-6012. EOE

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Call (432)267-6027, 
(432)213-1186.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS AND 
WAIT STAFF. ALSO TAKING 
APPLICATIONS FOR MAN-
AGEMENT POSITIONS. AP-
PLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

DRIVERS: CDL-A Local/Full-
time. 18 months Exp. Req. 
Great pay & benefits! 
800-234-4648. 

FORKLIFT/DOT DRIVER:
CDL, Exp w/ Articulated fork. 
Req. Great pay & benefits! 
Midland based. 800-234-4648.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. 
Avg. Pay  $20/hour or $57 K 
annually including Federal 
Benefits and OT. Paid Training 
Vacations. PT/FT. 
1-866-795-4058 USWA.

PROPERTY MANAGER
needed, part-time, to collect 
rents, show vacancies, report 
to established company in 
Odessa. Real estate license 
preferred, or willingness to get 
one. Flexible hours 10-20 per 
week. Fax resume to 
(432)272-7077 or email 
slee@properTrealty.net

Help Wanted
RAINBOW CHRISTIAN Pre-
school in need of a Van Driver/ 
Child Care Worker. Applicant 
should be older, mature individ-
ual with child care experience 
and good driving record. Come 
by 409 Goliad to apply.

RECEPTIONIST NEEDED.. 
Qualifications: Mature individ-
ual, basic computer skills & 
phone personality. 
Monday-Saturday. Preferred 
Non-Smoker. Send resume: 
c/o Big Spring Herald, PO Box 
1431/221, Big Spring, TX 
79721. 

RED MESA Grill has openings 
for Full/Part Time, Day & Eve-
ning. Wait Staff. Apply 2401 S. 
Gregg.

Sterling County Nursing Home. 
RN/LV 6pm-6am. Fri.-Sat.-Sun. 
36 Hours for 40 hours. Contact 
Paula  (325)378-2134. 

SALES REPS NEEDED 
Local Company Seeking expe-
rienced, motivated, energetic 
Sales associates. Must have 
great people skills, sales expe-
rience & calling experience. 
Call (432)599-8018 or Apply at 
Big Spring Pack and Ship.

SECURITAS SECURITY is hir-
ing or 2 full time positions 
working at the Windmills, 20 
miles South of Big Spring. 
Shifts will vary, must be able to 
work weekends. Have reliable 
transportation, phone. No 
Criminal Record. Premium Pay. 
Apply 
www.securitasjob.com 
Please check the Lubbock, 
Midland, Odessa area. 
EOE/AAD, M/F, D/V, 
Lic#B14709.

SECURITY OFFICERS
Needed

Full & Part Time
Call (432)520-1573

WANTED: ENTRY level me-
chanic and field position for 
natural gas processing plant 
NE of Big Spring, TX. Excellent 
salary and benefits. Mail re-
sume to Supervisor, 11703 E. 
FM 846, Coahoma, TX 79511 
or fax to 432-399-4290 or email 
mwcol@crcom.net

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

Help Wanted
Water Quality Specialist

Full time position requires 
Bachelor’s degree in biology, 
chemistry or natural resources.  
Minimum 3 years work experi-
ence, self starter, ability to 
multi-task. Salary DOE, Vaca-
tion, Health, 457B, Defined 
Benefits Plan, Educational 
Benefits, EOE. Send resume 
to: CRMWD, PO Box 869, Big 
Spring, TX 79721.

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Auction
AUCTION- 

JANUARY 26, 2008  10A.M.
FOR BROCHURE 
OR INFO GO TO

www.hanawayauctioneers.com
Hanway Auctioneers lic. #7753

432-561-9992

Items for Sale
FIREWOOD. PREMIUM OAK 
FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $285.00 Full Cord 
& $175.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

Lost and Found
FOUND BIG white dog west of 
Big Spring. Call 727-423-7154 
to claim.

LOST 6 month old black & 
white kitten, black nose. An-
swers to “Oreo”. Lost  in the vi-
cinity of Navajo Dr. Reward. 
(432)267-5913

Miscellaneous
2001 TURNABOUT Electric 
Rascal. New, never been used. 
Call (432)267-2907 for more in-
formation.

ADJUSTABLE BED base and 
mattress, list $2770, sell 
$1290, NEW.............................
100% Bonded microfiber 
sofa/love, brand new, lifetime 
warranty. $540. 806-549-3110.

CAL KING-KING orthoposture 
mattress set. Flame resistant. 
NEW FORFEIT $230................
Brand new queen pillowtop 
mattress set, in wrapper, $129. 
806-549-3110.

Nursing
Due to INCREASED CEN-
SUS, we are hiring addi-
tional professional nurs-
ing staff!

ADON
Must have TEXAS state
license. Supervisory or

LTC background 
desirable.

MDS
Coordinator

Must have experience,
with TEXAS state

license/certification
LVNs

Part time & PRN posi-
tions available. Requires

State license.

CNAs
Now accepting applica-
tions. EOE. For more
information, call (806)

872-2141, mail resume, or
apply in person at:

SAGE
HEALTHCARE CENTER

1201 North 15th St.
Lamesa,  TX 79331

9722

OFFICE MANAGER
Morrison Supply Company has an immediate opening for

qualified, professional candidate to fill the position of Office
Manager at its Big Spring, Texas branch location.

Founded in 1917, Morrison Supply Company is the leading
wholesale distributor of plumbing and HVAC products in the

Southwest.

Candidate Requirements:
High School Education or equivalent required

Previous office experience/bookkeeping required
Typing, 10-key, and computer skills necessary

Good organizational, interpersonal, communications, and cus-
tomer relations skills a must!

Morrison offers competitive pay and benefits!

To inquire, please call Scott at (432) 263-8411 or
apply in person at: 3200 E I-20 Big Spring, TX. 9686

Agri-Empresa Transportation, Inc.

NOW HIRING CDL DRIVERS
NEW PAY PLAN - LATE MODEL EQUIPMENT

FLATBED & BULK PNEUMATIC HAULING OILFIELD CHEMICALS

<GUARANTEED $.35 / MILE - PAID WEEKLY>
COMPANY BENEFITS:

Health Insurance - Prescription Card - Dental - Vision - Flex Spending

401K - Life Insurance - Disability - Paid Vacation

+ New Safety & Retention Bonus +

CALL 800-255-0637 OR 432-694-0778
6001 West Industrial - Midland, TX 9721

WIND FARM OPPORTUNITIES!!
ELECTRICIAN, LINEMAN, SPLICER, 

OPERATOR, TOWER CLIMBER & LABORER

Electrical Contractor seeking dependable
Electrician’s, Linemen, Splicer’s, Operator’s,

Tower Climber’s & Laborer’s with 5 yr. exp. In
Commercial / Industrial. Drug Testing Req.

Excellent benefits.

Fax resume to Melissa @ 325-766-3032
8685
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Miscellaneous
FORMAL DINING 10 pc. dou-
ble pedestal table & 2 leafs, 6 
cushioned chairs, china hutch 
& buffet, estate quality. NEW & 
BOXED, list $4296, Sell $1995. 
806-549-3110.

Miscellaneous
CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

Miscellaneous
BIGMAN OVERSIZED RE-
CLINER, brand new, BONDED 
microfiber, warranty-compare 
to Lane $799. Sell $450............
Dinette set & 4 chairs, solid 
wood, tile top, Boxed, will take 
$199. 806-549-3110.

TRAILERS FOR Sale: Heavy 
duty oil field trailer- 20x7, New 
750x16 tires, ramps, tie downs, 
electric jack....................... 
5x10 Enclosed Moving trailer. 
2002 Model. Metal floor, new 
tires. Excellent condition........... 
600 Feet 2-3/8 oilfield pipe, 
good for fencing- $1.50 per 
foot. 1301 East 4th, Bill Chrane 
432-213-0426.

On the Farm
42 ACRES- Pasture Land for 
Lease or Rent. South Service 
Road in Coahoma. Call 
(936)646-4887.

SWP CONSTRUCTION
Brush Control

Excavator w/attachments
806-549-7204 Dwainna

806-549-7203 Urda
swp@swpconstruction.com

Real Estate for Rent
SMALL OFFICE 2406 Main. 
Call 432-634-1272.

BUSINESS OFFICE Space 
900 feet- 4 Rooms Very nice. 
High Traffic. Plenty head-in 
parking.  Ideal for Beauty shop, 
Dog grooming or CPA Shop. 
307 Union Street. Call Mr. Bill 
Chrane (432)213-0426.

Real Estate for Rent
THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

706 1/2 East 13th- 2 Bedroom, 
1 bath. CH/A. $675 Month utili-
ties included. $200 refundable 
deposit. Call (432)393-5851 af-
ter 7pm or 213-3026.

Real Estate for Rent
2 Thru 6 Bedroom  Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions.  (432)263-3461 -Tom.

NICE BRICK Office Building at 
2000 South Birdwell Lane, 
3300 sq. feet, with 11 Offices 
and ample parking. $1500 Per 
month. Please Contact Lucy 
432-263-5000.

7455 Cotton Strippers for sale
26 to choose from

1,000 to 3,000 hours
Pricing from $45,000 to $63,000

Many row configurations to choose from
For more information please call:
806-292-6147; 806-292-6157 or

806-292-6159 8687

$299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

538 Westover                                     263-1252     
Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

32
24

0

+ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®: Advice for those in need
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$ 4 0 0  T O  $ 1 , 0 0 0  P R O F I T  P E R  M O N T H

But the rewards are great! I work for myself and
make a good living. I take responsibility for my performance

- it’s all up to me. A lot of people depend on me, and I
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Contracts are available now for motor route 
carriers. For information, call 432-263-7331.

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

Real Estate for Rent

$300/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 x 
F086.
622 STATE 2 Bedroom, 1 
bath, CA/CH with garage. 
$500.00 month, $300.00.  No 
HUD. Call (432)270-3848.

FURNISHED APT. extended 
stay hotel. Weekly $245.00 
plus tax, monthly $700.00 and 
up. Microwave and fridge. Call 
1-800-677-8175.

RETAIL BUILDING on Gregg 
Street. 2200 sq. feet. $400.00 
Per month with 1 year lease. 
Please contact Lucy 
432-263-5000.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Sunset Ridge Apartments

2911 W. Old Hwy 80
1 & 2 Bedrooms
432-263-2292

Real Estate for Sale
2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty. 
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

2508 S. Monticello 3/2. Newly 
renovated home. In ground 
pool. $82,900.00 open house 
Sunday 1-27-08. 2-4 pm. Call 
432-213-4715 or 213-4703. No 
owner finance.

2810 CORONADO Ave. 2700 
sq feet, 4 bdrm, 3 bath, 3 living 
areas, fireplace, dishwasher, 
sprinkler system. $150K. Call 
432-816-4029 or 816-5397.

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water 
well, duplex rentals. Call 
432-517-0642 for more info.

BEAUTIFUL LOT- 125X170 
feet. Located 2517 East 25th. 
With a Beautiful view of South 
Mountain. Ideal for your dream 
home. Call Bill Chrane 
(432)213-0426.

BEAUTIFUL- 2002, 3000sq. ft. 
custom home on 9 acres. 4-5 
Bdrm, 3.5 bath, inground pool, 
horse stalls, huge storage 
shed. Price to Sell 
$259,000.00. Call 
361-492-0270.

FORECLOSURE 3 bd, 2 ba 
Only $30,005!  Must see! For 
listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

ONE BEDROOM, one bath, 
with garage and carport. 
Fenced backyard. Owner will fi-
nance with $1,900 down, $290. 
month. Call (512)321-3333. 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE
TOUGH CREDIT OK
ONLY 5% DOWN
3726 Adams, 3 bed, 1 1/2 bath, 
CH/A. $44,900. Recorded info. 
432-687-2696.

Real Estate for Sale
OWNER FINANCE, $5000 
down. 1901 Morrison. Call 
(432) 264-9907.

OWNER FINANCED Houses 
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore, 1518 
Wood and 508 State. Easy 
Terms. Call Reagan at 
432-634-6818.

Services Offered
RAINBOW CHRISTIAN Pre-
school now has openings in 
their 3 and 4 year old classes. 
If you need a safe, dependable 
Christian environment for your 
child come by 409 Goliad and 
apply.

Vehicles
1995 CHEVY Half ton pickup. 
Great condition. Runs good. 
$4,400.00. Call (432)213-6792.

2001 GMC SAHARA stepside, 
shortbed pick-up. $8,950.00 
OBO. In good condition. Call 
(432)466-3952 for more infor-
mation.

2002 CHEVY Suburban Z71 
4X4. Very clean. Leather mem-
ory front seats, DVD player 
w/cordless headphones, 
CD/Cassette player, AM/FM ra-
dio, captain chairs and third 
row seating, 96,000 miles. 
$16,000.. Call (432)935-2166, 
935-2165 for more information.

2003 FORD Ranger, 4-door, 
V-6, automatic, loaded. Very 
clean. Will sale for trade-in. 
$7,200. 1906 Goliad. Call 
(432)267-3217.

2005 NISSAN Altima 3.5 SE 
V6 with chrome rims and sun 
roof. Good Gas Mileage.  Very 
Clean. $11,500.00. Call 
(432)270-853l, 360-990-1767.

Legals
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Howard County Auditor will ac-
cept sealed bids until 10:00 A.M. 
on February 8, 2008 for the follow-
ing: 
The purchase of one (1) New Die-
sel Powered Tandem Drive Motor-
grader to be used for maintenance 
of County Roads. 
Specifications may be obtained in 
the Auditor’s Office, 300 S. Main, 
Room 203, Big Spring, TX or by 
calling (432) 264-2210. 
Bids will be presented to the Com-
missioners’ Court at 10:00 A.M. on 
February 11, 2008 for their consid-
eration. 
The Court reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids.
#5657 January 24, & February 1, 
2008

New Appliances &
Fixtures

Dish Network w/300+

Channels Incl 34 Latino

Hi-speed Wireless
Internet

Picnic/BBQ Area

New Laundry & Vending

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432) 714-4840

South Plains Apts
Effiicciienccy,  1  &  22  Bdrmss
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09

9

ANSWERS

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Want to know where

your relationship is
headed? Venus, entering
Capricorn
today, won’t
leave you
guessing.
Hearts are
realistic,
steady and
sensible. We
gravitate
toward
suitors with
class and
vision, who
show us real
competence over sugary
fluff. If love is an
attractive proposition, a
10-year plan and a solid
resume sweeten the deal.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Don’t commit to
pursuing your goal or all
you will get is a strong
chase toward it. Commit
to having what you want,
which is the best thing
for you and everyone you
know.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Commitments that
are slightly amiss can be
set right. Maybe there’s
no need for lawyers.
Direct communication is
the best way to go —
don’t wimp out and just
hope someone gets the
hint.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). A different approach
to the same old problem
is called for. Change one
thing and one thing only,
and it opens a pathway
that is new. More is
possible than you
currently know.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). True to your water-
sign nature, you get your
best ideas in the shower.
Other revelatory

moments come when
you’re in a relaxed
environment where you
feel not much is expected
of you. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
There’s a thin line
between love and hate
because the underlying
feeling of both states is
passion. You’re attracting
this passion presence into
your life now.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). When was the last
time you were
triumphant? Well, today
brings this rare emotion
and it feels so fine you’ll
wonder why you can’t
conjure up the feeling all
the time. And, of course,
you can if you try.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
You’re vibrant with
creativity, and the best
part is that these are not
pie-in-the-sky ideas. Each
notion has a practical
application. Get to work.
Loved ones are suitably
impressed.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). You’ve lost touch
with certain friends —
it’s nothing personal, life
just took the two of you
down different paths. The
afternoon brings a chance
to peek in and see what
one of these friends is
doing.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). What others
think of you would
hardly matter at all to
you if it didn’t so directly
affect what you think of
yourself. Dare to form
your own opinion of
yourself, and let it be
generously in favor of
you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). There is a
pessimistic saying that

no good deed goes
unpunished. But as long
as your motives are pure,
your assistance will be
well received, especially
if you are helping
yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Loved ones who
want to help you are
eager to provide a
solution to your every
problem — most of them
completely wrong. Smile,
be grateful and agreeable,
and do your own
research.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Your service-oriented
attitude makes you an
asset to any group lucky
enough to have you.
Articulate
communication helps you
close a deal by sundown.
Connections with Leo are
particularly lucrative.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “I’m a
Libra dating another
Libra for seven months.
However, there still
seems to be some secrecy
between us even though
the relationship is
steamy. I feel like I’ve
opened up but she hasn’t.
Are Libras that stubborn
that we would hold out
for something that is out
of our reach? Is
committing so difficult
for us? I feel deceived!”

Same sun-sign
couplings can and do
work. Secretiveness isn’t
a Libran trait, and
neither do Libras hold
exclusivity over non-
commitment. Libras do
reach for an ideal, and
through setting them,
they find their desired
love. Likely, your Libra
isn’t trying to deceive
you, but impersonality

and coolness is the issue.
If you think she’s holding
out, ask her why. And
consider that it may be
more of a personal style
than personal. Two air
signs together have the
challenge of creating
ongoing warmth and
connection; you two need
outside social stimulation
and interests. I imagine
two Librans as ballerinas
in a lovely ballet — not as
principle dancers but as
the dancers surrounding
them. To sustain a long-
term relationship, you
need to create an
environment that allows
you two to play roles in
the lives of others.
Mirrors unlock Libra’s
heart and happiness.

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Alicia Keys has said she’s
refused to compromise
her artistic style for fame
or fortune. Like many
Aquarians, she’s an
individualist at heart and
will consistently choose
to stay in self-integrity
over conforming to
mainstream expectations.
With Mars and Mercury
there, she displays the
finer altruistic qualities
of the sign by dedicating
her energy and voice to
AIDS awareness.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

Dear Annie: My
husband and I are
separated and he moved
in with his girlfriend six
weeks ago. 

A few weeks ago, I had
to call the girlfriend’s
husband in order to pass
along some information.
“Harris” and I met for
dinner and haven’t
stopped calling each
other since. We
occasionally meet for
coffee or drinks. There is
an attraction that gets
stronger each time.

I have met Harris’
children and my kids
have met him. However,
our spouses have no idea
we are seeing each other.
I realize we are not the
ones who broke up the
marriages, but I just
don’t know whether this
is proper. 

We seem so compatible.
Should we continue this
relationship at a slow
pace to see where it takes
us, or must we go our
separate ways? —
Waiting Patiently 

Dear Waiting: If there is
a possibility that your
husband or Harris’ wife
will attempt a
reconciliation, you might
not want to pursue a
relationship. It is always
risky to become involved
with someone who is still
legally married. However,
if reconciliation is out of
the question and divorce
is imminent, you may
date whomever you wish.
Your respective spouses
may not like it, mainly
because it means you
have managed to find
happiness without them,
but it’s not their call. If
you can handle some
awkward family
gatherings, there is
nothing otherwise
improper about dating
your ex-husband’s
current girlfriend’s ex-
husband. (Whew.)

Dear Annie: My friend
“Tina” constantly sends
me e-mail chain letters.
Usually the subject line
says, “Send this back to
me,” and the body of the
e-mail is some
sentimental sappy poem
about friendship or cute

graphics of angels or
kittens, and then —
drumroll, please — comes
the chain mail threat.
You know, the one that
says, “Send this back to
the person who sent it to
you and then forward it
to 15 of your friends
within 24 hours or you’ll
have bad luck for a year.”
It usually includes an
example of some
anonymous person who
deleted the e-mail and
was subsequently hit by a
bus.

Yes, it’s complete and
utter superstitious
nonsense and I find it
very annoying. And those
people who actually
believe this tripe can be
emotionally affected if the
chain breaks. What kind
of “friend” would do that
to another? 

I never, ever, answer
these or forward them,
which is beginning to
bother Tina. She’s not a
bad person — just
superstitious. How can I
gently tell her that, as
much as I value our
friendship, I’d rather she
stop sending these
ridiculous things to me?
— Deliberately Missing
Link in Virginia 

Dear Virginia: Tell Tina
you appreciate her
sentimental good wishes,
but you absolutely will
not follow the directions
in chain letters or pass
them along. Let her know
if she keeps sending them
your direction, you can
guarantee the chain will
be broken. She may be
disappointed, but it
should solve your

problem.
Dear Annie: This is in

response to “Friends Go
Dutch,” who said women
who just want to be
friends should pay their
own way. 

I agree that friends
should share the cost of
meals when they go out,
but his remark that “she
shouldn’t be accepting
generosity that creates
obligation” really irked
me. Since when are
women obligated to go to
bed with a man because
they are dating? All she
owes him for a meal is a
“thank you.” If a man is
buying a woman dinner
and expecting sexual
favors in return, he
might as well just leave
the money on the
nightstand, if you get my
drift. — Disgusted in
Arizona

Dear Arizona: We agree
that women do not owe
sexual favors for a free
dinner, but when men
bear the entire cost of
dating, they believe the
woman is interested in a
romantic, eventually
intimate, relationship.
They otherwise feel used
and resent it. Whether
justified or not, women
would be wise to keep it
in mind.

Dear Annie: Last year,
we bought a home with
my parents. At the time,
they were living in a
shack, raising my sister’s
three children. They
couldn’t get financed on
their own, but together
we could afford a nice
place. 

Six months ago, my
grandmother came for a
visit. She was supposed
to stay four weeks, but
while here, she fell and
broke her hip. Grandma
was living with my aunt
in another state, and now
my aunt has decided
Grandma doesn’t need to
return. 

Ten of us now live in a
four-bedroom home. (I
have two children.) We
are redoing the garage for
Grandma and she is
paying for most of the
improvements. But my
husband and Grandma

don’t exactly get along.
He says my aunt and
mother should not be the
ones making the decision
and he wants her gone.
My mother says he is
being unreasonable, that
it’s her mother and she
can stay if she wants. She
is furious with my
husband. I am stuck in
the middle. 

None of us can afford
the home on our own.
With the housing market
right now, I don’t even
think we could sell it and
get back what we owe.
What can we do? — Stuck
Between a Rock and a
Very Hard Place 

Dear Annie: “Tired of
Snoops” said her Aunt
Bess is a loan officer who
apparently has access to a
lot of the relatives’
personal financial
information. If Aunt Loan
Officer is getting her
information from credit
reports, as is most likely,
she and the company she
works for could be sued.
Under the Fair Credit
Reporting Act, credit
reports are strictly
private and one must
have a purpose other
than curiosity to pull a
credit report.

“Tired” should order a
free copy of her credit
report from Annual
Credit Report Request
Service
(AnnualCreditReport.com
) at 1-877-322-8228 and see
who inquired, and then
consult a consumer
lawyer if it turns out to
be Aunt Bess. In fact,
everyone should get a
copy of their credit
report. — New Haven,
Conn.

Dear New Haven:
Thanks for the additional
information. You are
entitled to one free credit
report every 12 months,
and the facts and figures
are provided by the three
major consumer credit
reporting companies
(Equifax, Experian and
TransUnion). 

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column. 
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Discover Another
World, 
Read!

You never know
what you 

might find.
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By JUSTIN POPE
AP Education Writer

New figures on univer-
sity endowments confirm
it’s not just the “haves”
and “have nots” in acad-
eme these days. Beyond
the great majority of col-
leges, there’s a growing
group of the newly rich
schools, and — at the top
of the heap — a tiny cadre
of ultra-wealthy institu-
tions.

The latest endowment
figures from NACUBO, a
college business officers’
group, highlight the grow-
ing prosperity but also
the stratification among
elite universities. That
development is creating
tension.

There are now 76 col-
leges and universities
with endowments that
have passed $1 billion —
including 16 new mem-
bers of that club like
Georgetown and the
Universities of Oklahoma
and Missouri.

Five at the top each
have nearly $6 billion
more than any school out-
side that group: Harvard
($34.6 billion), Yale ($22.5
billion), Stanford ($17.2
billion), Princeton ($15.8
billion) and the
University of Texas sys-
tem ($15.6 billion). The
survey marks the end of
the most recent fiscal
year, which at most
schools ended last June
30, so the numbers don’t
reflect the recent down-
turn in the stock market.

Harvard’s endowment
expanded by an amount
last year that’s more than
Ivy League rival Cornell
has altogether. Princeton
now has over $2 million

in the bank for every stu-
dent. Stanford raised
nearly $1 billion during
its last reported fiscal
year alone.

There is a “tremendous
dispersion in wealth from
the people right at the top
to the lesser ones,” said
Ronald Ehrenberg, an
expert on higher educa-
tion economics at Cornell.
“It falls off very, very
quickly.”

The figures come at a
time when the advantages
of that small group of
superrich schools have
been a contentious topic.

There’s been growing
criticism from the public
and some in Congress
that the wealthiest
schools should be dipping
deep into their savings to
hold down prices. But
when Harvard and Yale
recently announced they
would do so by boosting
aid for families earning
well into six figures, they
were sharply criticized.

Other schools com-
plained they would be
forced to keep up by
spending more on aid for
wealthier students and
less to help students who
need it most.

Harvard President Drew
Gilpin Faust added to the
tension by getting into an
exchange with Big Ten
provosts over whether
ambitious science
research should be left to
the most elite universi-
ties. Some objected to her
suggestion that it would
be better for some institu-
tions to focus on social
sciences and humanities.

There’s also rising
resentment in higher edu-
cation over faculty raid-
ing, with wealthier col-

leges offering salaries
that poorer schools can’t
possibly match.

It’s not just the very
richest schools — pros-
perous public universities
raid poorer peers, too.
Some argue there’s a pub-
lic benefit when talented
scholars gather in one
place and collaborate.
There’s also a cost when
the schools that educate
the most people lose their
stars. 

Harvard now pays full
professors on average
about $177,000, compared
to about $106,000 at the
average public research
university.

“The publics lag woeful-
ly behind the prestigious
privates not only in terms
of faculty salaries, but in
terms of their ability to
attract the best graduates
students and pay them
competitive stipends,”

said Mark Yudof, chancel-
lor of the University of
Texas.

Yudof says he doesn’t
mind competition, and
his system is better off
than most — its $15.6 bil-
lion endowment is the
largest by far of any pub-
lic university. Texas
leads a group of public
institutions like the uni-
versities of Michigan ($7
billion) and Virginia ($4.3
billion) that have
achieved real financial
clout.

Texas’ funds support
300,000 students, more
than 10 times the number
at schools such as
Harvard and Yale.

The NACUBO survey
reports colleges earned on
average 17.2 percent on
their investments last
year, with schools with $1
billion or more returning
21.3 percent, compared to

14.1 percent for schools
under $25 million. Those
figures are comparable to
a similar survey released
earlier this month by the
Commonfund Institute.

Institutions spent on
average 4.6 percent of
their endowments to sup-
port their operations,
about the same as last
year.

Sen. Charles Grassley,
the Iowa Republican who
has pressured wealthy
colleges to spend more,
called on them to do just
that in a statement
responding to the survey.

“Based on the new num-
bers, a 5 percent payout
requirement wouldn’t
break the bank,” he said.
“It seems a lot of these
schools could go beyond 5
percent and consider a
payout commensurate
with their rate of endow-
ment growth over time.

That would offer real
relief for low- and middle-
income families.”

David Ward, outgoing
president of the American
Council on Education, an
umbrella group that lob-
bies for colleges in
Washington, said he wor-
ries the focus on the
wealthiest schools dis-
tracts the public. In fact,
most colleges are much
more hand-to-mouth, and
state funding will likely
take a hit this year with
the economic slowdown.

“I agree the anxiety is
there,” he said. “I think
the magnitude (of wealth
at the richest colleges),
the scale is sometimes
exaggerated because of
the visibility of the
schools. That doesn’t
mean it doesn’t have a
perceptual impact that’s
very powerful. That’s
what we’re dealing with.”

ECONOMY
Continued from Page 1A

package. Rebates would
go to people earning
below a certain income
cap, likely individuals
earning $75,000 or less
and couples with incomes
of $150,000 or less.

Workers would have to
have earned at least $3,000
in 2007 to receive the
rebates, the officials said.

Another element of the
plan is a package of tax
breaks for businesses that
could cost $70 billion, far
more than had been
expected, said a senior
House aide and a
Democratic lobbyist said.

Sen. Max Baucus, D-
Mont., scheduled a meet-
ing of the Senate Finance
Committee for next week

to discuss the tentative
package.

“The Senate will want to
speak, as well,” Baucus
said, adding that he and
Sen. Charles Grassley of
Iowa, the panel’s senior
Republican, had “agreed
to work together, move
quickly, and mark up eco-
nomic stimulus legisla-
tion next week.”

Bush has supported
larger rebates of $800-
$1,600, but his plan would
have left out 30 million
working households who
earn paychecks but don’t
make enough to pay
income tax, according to
calculations by the Urban
I n s t i t u t e - B r o o k i n g s
Institution Tax Policy
Center. An additional 19
million households would
receive only partial
rebates under Bush’s ini-

tial proposal.
To address the mortgage

crisis, the package also
allows Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac — govern-
ment-sponsored compa-
nies that are the two
biggest U.S. financers and
guarantors of home loans
— to buy home mortgages
much larger than the cur-
rent $417,000 limit. Rep.
Barney Frank, D-Mass.,
and chairman of the
House Financial Services
Committee, said that
lending cap might reach
as high as $700,000 in
areas with the highest
home prices.

The business tax por-
tion would give business-
es incentives to invest in
plants and equipment,
give small businesses
more generous expensing
rules and allow business-

es suffering losses now to
reclaim taxes previously
paid.

After a key Wednesday
night meeting in which
the parameters of an
agreement were reached,
Pelosi and Boehner spoke
again Thursday to cement
the accord. In the talks,
Pelosi pressed to make
sure tax relief would find
its way into the hands of
lower-income earners
while Boehner pushed to
include upper middle-
class couples, according
to congressional aides.

The emerging package
was already drawing fire
from liberal activists and
labor unions upset that
proposals to extend unem-
ployment insurance and
boost food stamps had
been dropped. They said
those ideas could pump

money into the economy
more quickly than tax
rebate checks that won’t
be delivered until June.

C o n s e r v a t i v e
Republicans were likely
to be restless over tax
rebates going to those
without income tax liabil-
ity.

Democratic aides said
greater GOP flexibility
over giving relief to poor
families with children —
who would not have been
eligible under President
Bush’s original tax rebate
proposal — was the cata-
lyst that moved the talks
forward.

Pelosi’s decision to drop
expanding unemployment
payments and more
money for food stamps —
which many lawmakers
had assumed would be
included in the package

— could prove very con-
troversial with
Democratic constituen-
cies, who were already
stung by a decision to
deny states more money
for their Medicaid pro-
grams.

Many Democrats had
pressed to extend unem-
ployment benefits for peo-
ple whose 26 weeks of
benefits have run out, but
Republicans resisted.

FAIR
Continued from Page 1A

Junior high and high
school students, however,
can ultimately qualify for
the state science fair
scheduled for April in

San Antonio.
Ryan said participation

in the local science fair
remains strong.

“The quantity of the
projects really hasn’t
changed much, but the
quality has gotten better
and better,” Ryan said.

“Every year, I’m just
amazed at what these kids
are doing — especially
the elementary kids.”

Overall winners at
Wednesday’s Big Spring
ISD Science Fair were:

• Senior — Hannah
Weber, environmental.

• Intermediate — Brady
Weber, chemistry; Ryane
Colette, math; Shilow
Creswell, engineering.

• Junior — Ethan
Morelion, Bauer; Bailee
Allen, Kentwood; Kaitlin
Aaron, Marcy; Faith
Norman, Moss; Dustin

Garcia, Washington;
Brycen Kiker, Goliad.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.
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AN
ENCOURAGING

WORD

By Eddy Pitchford

According to a radio report, the third Monday in January is the most depressing day of the
year for the following reasons:

New Year’s resolutions have gone by the wayside.
Credit card bills from the holidays have arrived.

From the standpoint of a Christian, what can be done about such “A Blue Monday?”
Resolve to have more resolve this year. Understand that no resolution will be kept apart from

commitment, diligence,  intentional choices and accountability.
Understand that choices have consequences - including the choice to spend more than is afford-

able. If you anticipate spending a lot of money on Christmas 2008, why not purchase a little
each month or save a little each month in preparation for December spending?
Praise God that “Good Friday” and “Resurrection Sunday” determine how we will live and

respond to one another.  We choose to walk by faith every day of the year - including 
“Blue Monday!”

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.................................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship...........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship.............................................6:00 PM
Wednesday Class..........................................7:00 PM 93

43

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Henry “Gene” Adams,
69, died Monday.
Memorial services will
be at 1:00 PM Thursday
at First Baptist Church .  

Sandra Sweeden, 64,
died Monday. Graveside
services will be at 1:00
PM Saturday at Coahoma
Cemetery .  

Susan Lee Dodd, 50,
died Sunday. Graveside
services will be at 1:00
PM Thursday at the Old
Noxville Cemetery at
Junction, Texas.   

Severa Vargas, 77, died
Monday. The Funeral
Mass will be at 11:00 AM
Friday at St. Thomas
Catholic Church with
burial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park. The vigil
service will be at 7:00 PM
Thursday at Myers &
Smith Chapel. 

Dorothy Martin, 81,
died Wednesday.
Services are pending at
Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

1801 East FM 700    (432) 263-2232

◆ ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (PG)   4:50 PM  7:20 PM

◆ THE BUCKET LIST (PG-13) 4:50 PM  7:10 PM  9:40 PM 

◆ CLOVERFIELD (PG-13)   5:00 PM  7:30 PM

◆ THE WATER HORSE: LELGEND OF THE DEEP (PG)   4:30 PM  7:00 PM

ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

VALID 1/21/08 THRU 1/24/08
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ♦ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Showtimes available at cinemark.com

9563

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child

Up to 10 People
(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 1/31/08
9479

SCHOOL
Continued from Page 1A

mer on the north and
northeast quadrants.

“We believe, based on
the recommendations by
engineers, that we’ll have
the same degree of suc-
cess with the impact

grouting this summer
that we’ve had in the
past,” Downes said.

BSISD Chief Financial
Officer Sandra Waggoner
estimates that the district
has spent about $1 million
in the past decade on the
problem, both in sub-
structure work and in
building repairs.

Waggoner said officials
with Rimkus Consultants
will continue to survey
the substructure at regu-
lar intervals in the future.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

Courtesy photo

Air Evac Liftime give a program at the Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meeting Jan. 4. Club members pictured from left
are Richard Sanders, club member (behind door); Gwen Dunson, president; Debbye ValVerde, treasurer; Debra Wallace;
and the Air Evac Lifeteam manager and paramedic.

Billionaire U
As superrich get richer,
college tensions mount
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Where’s Oprah when she’s needed?

Isn’t it time to answer Fred’s call?EDITORIAL
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

OOURUR VVIEWSIEWS

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

VV
alentine’s Day is still weeks away, but
don’t let all that lead time go to your
head. It’s definitely time to do some-
thing special for the love of your life.

One of the easiest and best ways we’ve found is
to let the Volunteer Services Council at Big
Spring State Hospital take care of it for you.

It’s an annual fund-raiser for the hospital vol-
unteer group, which makes it kind of special —
knowing that part of the money you spend is
going to help patients who really need it.

If you aren’t familiar with the Council’s
Valentine’s Day fund-raiser, it goes like this. You
pick from a variety of available gifts and the vol-
unteers deliver them for you on Wednesday.

Each year, the gift list gets longer. Available
items range from singing telegrams to stuffed
bears hugging candy hearts to a small bud vase. 

“We have it arranged to fit any circumstance or
price range,” Billie Christie-Morgan, the hospi-
tal’s community relations director, said. 

Items are available at the hospital Community
Relations office now, and will be available at
Howard College and the Citizens Federal Credit
Union starting Feb. 1; and a special sale will be
held at the TA Travel Center Feb. 9-10 for people
who would like to place orders or those who want
to pick up an item to deliver themselves. 

Items for sale include: 
• Life-sized bear, $75.          
• Stackable boxes of love, $40. 
• Tiered boxes of love, heart-shaped wicker

snack basket, or musical animal with heart
candy, $25. 

• M&M race car with assorted loose candy,
Sweetheart wire basket, or singing telegram, $20.  

• Paint buckets or carnation bud vase, $12. 
• Musical rose in vase or snack bucket, $10. 
Deliveries are free, or items may be viewed and

picked up at the Community Relations Office.
For more information, call 268-7536, 268-7271 or
268-7535. 

You can purchase these gifts and deliver them
yourself if you like, or let the Volunteer Services
Council do it for you. They’ll deliver them to a
home, office, restaurant — just about anywhere.
What could be easier than that?

LLETTERETTER POLICIESPOLICIES

HHOWOW TTOO CCONTONTACTACT UUSS
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

AA SSMALLMALL PPRARAYERYER

Being with You, Lord, is never a mistake.
Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

CC
ommentators are citing
the unpredictability of the
Republican primary con-
tests as proof that Reagan

conservatism is dead when pre-
cisely the opposite conclusion is
warranted. 

The main reason
the conventional wis-
dom is being shat-
tered in the primaries
is that conservative
voters, so far, have
not been persuaded
there is an electable,
reliable conservative
in the race.

But as I’ve stated
before, I believe Fred
Thompson is a reli-
able, consistent conservative.
There are others in the field I
could support, but not without
some reservations. 

The more I learn about Fred and
observe him in action, the more
convinced I become that he’s the
right choice.

I was among those who urged
Fred to step up and prove to the
people he wanted the job.
Regardless of whether Fred actual-
ly had “fire in his belly,” the
unmistakable perception out there
was that he did not, so I encour-
aged him to add a little spring to
his step.

But I’ve also appreciated Fred’s
unwillingness to be somebody he
is not. He will not respond like a
puppet when a debate moderator
tells him to raise his hand to sig-
nify a childishly simplistic
approval or disapproval of a cer-
tain policy. He will not be goaded
by interviewers into saying things
he doesn’t feel comfortable saying.
He won’t divide us with class envy
or pretend we can be friends with
rogue regimes or terrorists. He
does not promise a chicken in
every pot or pander to liberals on
global warming. 

He will not otherwise tailor his
positions to suit the demands of
particular constituencies. For
example, he has the courage to
preach that Social Security is in
trouble, but unlike most others, he
doesn’t surrender to the oppres-
sive populist seduction to urge
government fixes for it or for
health care. Instead, he coura-
geously tells us — if we’ll listen —
that the answers lie in greater
market forces. (Listen up, conserv-
atives.)

Fred does not run from his
record — more to the point, he
doesn’t need to. He shoots straight
without the constant self-serving
reminders that he does, as in
telling us he’s driving the
“Straight Talk Express.”

More importantly, Fred is right
on the issues, and there’s little
doubt his positions are firm.
Research his stances; read his
position papers. You’ll find he’s
very strong in all areas important
to mainstream conservatives,
including national defense, taxes,
spending, life, immigration, feder-
alism, appointing originalist
judges, health care and education.

I’m not drooling over Fred or
saying his record is flawless, but I
am saying he’s the real deal, and
it’s a bit disappointing that more
haven’t taken a closer look.

I think this is due partly to his
laid-back personality and partly to
his timing. He peaked about the
time he was contemplating enter-
ing the race but not acting on it.
By the time he jumped in, it was
anticlimactic, and he still hasn’t
recovered from that reversal.

There has also been a negative
momentum hovering over his
already-stalled campaign, acting as
a psychological barrier to his
catching fire among conservative
voters.

There is simply too much herd
mentality among us about elec-

tability. We tell ourselves a candi-
date is not inspiring, then pretty
soon we’re convinced he’s unelec-
table, and, voila, he almost
becomes so. Yet, at that very
moment, he’s proving to us that
he is quite presidential, quite elec-
table and quite motivated for the
job — if we can only shed our pre-
dispositions against his “electabili-
ty.” Since electability is often a
matter of collective perception, it
can turn on a dime, as with the
reversal of the respective fortunes
of screaming Howard Dean and
somniferous John Kerry in 2004.

This primary season, relatively
speaking, has just begun. But Fred
is now up against the wall. How
can we expect him to have done
much better than he has to date
with everyone prattling on about
the overwhelming odds against
him? The “experts” continue to be
wrong at almost every turn, so
why can’t they be wrong about
Fred, too? It’s time to quit empow-
ering them by following their dic-
tatorial doom-prophecies. Itís
encouraging that John Zogby’s lat-
est South Carolina poll shows that
while levels of support for McCain
and Huckabee “have remained sta-
tic,” Fred is starting to move up. 

Supporters have asked Fred to
step up, and he has — he has
shone brilliantly in the last
month, setting himself head and
shoulders above the pack in many
cases. Now it’s time for conserva-
tive voters to step up and quit
placing artificial limitations on
Fred, and on themselves.

Fred has answered the conserva-
tives’ call. Shouldn’t we answer
his?

David Limbaugh is a writer,
author and attorney. To find out
more about him, visit his Web site
at www.davidlimbaugh.com.
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WW
as it just last month
that the Queen of
Everything was every-
where, pulling tens of

thousands of people into rallies in
Iowa, stomping with Barack and
Michelle Obama at
just the point it
seemed his campaign
most needed a lift?

It’s that point again.
But no Oprah.

According to her
representatives, she’s
busy negotiating a
deal for the Oprah
Winfrey Network. Do
I dare say she has
lawyers for that?

On her website,
there are signs of a backlash, with
some Oprah fans openly upset at
what they see as her decision to
put “race over gender” in her
choice of her friend Obama over
her friend Hillary, in her decision
to throw her support behind the
first black with a real chance to
make it to the White House, as
opposed to the might-be first
woman president.

Perhaps even more troubling,
more and more women, especially
African-American women, seem to
be angry at the very notion that
this is a race or gender choice, as
if they decide how to vote by com-
paring the importance of their
skin color versus their genitalia,
as opposed to examining things
like issues and experience. 

A recent web posting by CNN of

one of those race vs. gender sto-
ries, this one based on interviews
with women in a mostly black
beauty salon in South Carolina,
generated a storm of response
from black women who believed
the whole premise of the story was
an insult to their intelligence.

And it wasn’t just black women
who were insulted. One white man
wrote in to say that maybe he
should be interviewed on the race
vs. gender question since for him,
as a white man, the choice
between Clinton and Obama could
just as much be seen as race
(white, therefore Hillary) vs. gen-
der (male, therefore Obama) as it
could for the black women who
were supposed to be in such a
unique and difficult position, at
least according to the premise of
the piece.

Good point.
What’s clear is that there are a

lot of people out there who, in
making their choice in this hard-
fought Democratic race, don’t
want to be told who they “should”
be for or why, much less have
their votes explained back to them
in race or gender terms.

This complicates things for a
woman whose trademark is that
everyone loves Oprah. 

The problem for celebrities when
they take sides in political con-
tests is that there are indeed sides.
Some people will be offended
because you’re not on theirs, and
some people will question why
you’re telling them how to vote or

the basis for that advice. Being a
celebrity, being Oprah, is about
universal appeal, about everybody
liking you, about being all things
to all people. Politics is about get-
ting more votes than the other
candidate, which generally means
offending almost as many people
as you attract. 

The only thing everyone now
knows is that the campaign for
the Democratic nomination is
going to be a fight. Most
Democrats, I think, could comfort-
ably support either Hillary or
Barack, but that doesn’t mean peo-
ple don’t have preferences, strong
ones, and it doesn’t mean the can-
didates can’t or shouldn’t be tough
with each other. 

I still believe whoever wins will
be better off for having been
forced to fight for it, but that does-
n’t mean they won’t leave some
blood on the floor.

I certainly wouldn’t blame Oprah
if she’d prefer not to be the one
spilling blood, but that’s what hap-
pens when you get in a ring for a
real match-up. 

And that’s why I’m not holding
my breath waiting for her reap-
pearance. She’ll be there for the
coronation. Until then, this is poli-
tics, not show business.

This is an arena in which
celebrities can only lose friends,
which is not what much-loved
celebrities like to do.
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Be sure to get
your Valentine
a gift this year
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t is a cold, wintry
day today and what
you need to do, is
come to the library

and check out a cook-
book dedicated to stews,
soups, etc. 

The Library has  “32
Soups and Stews” (641.8
AA J) by
Jan Aaron;
or maybe
“The Soup
Line
Recipes for
All
Occasions”
(641.8 KUB
T) by T. J.
Kubiak. 

These
were all
published
in the 1980s
or 1990s so you might
prefer a more up-to-date
cookbook like “Smart
Crockery Cooking”
(641.588 MUN C) by Carol
Munson. She uses a
crockpot to create a sim-
ple meal consisting of
main dish, salad and
maybe hot rolls or corn-
bread. 

We also have “The
Ultimate Casserole
Cookbook” (641.821 JON
B) by Barbara C. Jones
that has some absolutely
great-sounding dishes.
All you add is love (what
company did that slogan
come from?) 

And you cannot go
wrong with a dessert of
“Brownies to Die For”
(641.865 SCH B) by Bev
Shaffer. Superb brownie
recipes. But if pressed for
time, Betty Crocker (I
think) has a pretty good
brownie mix you can stir
up quickly.

Science Fiction
While you are holed up

at home, awaiting snow
and ice (or sun and sand)
as the case may be,

might I suggest Diana
Gabaldon?  She is the
author of the award-win-
ning Outlander novels,
described by Salon maga-
zine as “the smartest his-
torical sci-fi adventure-
romance story ever writ-
ten by a science Ph.D.
with a background in
scripting ‘Scrooge
McDuck’ comics.” 

The adventure begins
in 1991 with the classic
Outlander and continues
through five more best-
selling novels —
“Dragonfly in Amber,”
“Voyager,” “Drums of
Autumn,” “The Fiery
Cross” and “A Breath
of Snow and Ashes” —
and a nonfiction (well,
relatively) companion
volume, “The
Outlandish
Companion,” which pro-
vides copious details on
the settings, background,
characters, research and
writing of the novels. 

Gabaldon has also writ-
ten two historical myster-
ies, “Lord John and the
Private Matter” and
“Lord John and the
Brotherhood of the
Blade,” as well as sever-
al novellas. 

The Library has many
of these books for you to
check out. The informa-
tion in this review comes
from her Web site:
www.its.caltech.edu/~gat
ti/gabaldon.

Mystery

Another intriguing
mystery series is Ellis
Peters’ Brother Cadfael
series. You may remem-
ber a BBC TV series that
featured Sir Derek
Jocoby as Brother
Cadfael. 

A little background:
Cadfael is a Welshman,
now in his 60s, and a
Brother in the monastery
of Saints Peter and Paul,
in Shrewsbury, England.
The time is the 1100s,
while Stephen and Maud
are contending for the
throne of England.

Cadfael is now a
Brother, but he has been
in the world — he spent
15 (or so) years in the
Mideast, first as a
Crusader, then as captain
of a fishing boat. While
there, he began to learn
about gardening and
herbs, loved several
women and even fathered
a son, although he did
not know it at the time. 

Finally, the quiet, the
peace of the monastery
called to him, and he
came home to England
and took vows. When the
series begins, he has
been a brother for about
15 years. His adventures
are all centered in life in
the monastery, which is
the center of his life, but
they also show that he
has not turned away
completely from the
world. 

There are now 20 nov-
els and a book of short

stories written about
Cadfael. Ellis Peters died
in the autumn/winter of
1995, so there won't be
any more Cadfael stories.
If you are interested, I do
have a chronological list
of the Cadfael series. The
Library has quite a few
of them, but not all.

Please stop by the
Library and see the
American Girl display. A

staff member’s daughter
collects them and was
kind enough to bring
them to be displayed. 

Each American Girl is
not only the star of a his-
torical six-book series,
but also a shining exam-
ple for girls today.
Lessons of love, friend-
ship, courage, compas-
sion and tolerance are at
the heart of every

American Girl story. 
The Library has several

of the series: “Felicity,”
“Kaya,” “Kirsten” and
several other girls. Quite
interesting and we also
have books on crafts that
each of the girls might
have engaged in.

Library hours are 10  
a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday to
Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m. until 2 p.m.

TT
his is without
question the best
after-Christmas
present I’ve ever

received.
What better way to

start off a new year than
by test-driving the new
2008 Chevrolet Corvette
Z06?

There’s lots of exciting
news
about the
‘08
Corvette
— includ-
ing a new
engine for
the coupe
and con-
vertible,
enhanced
transmis-
sion shift
points for
both the
six-speed
manual and quicker shift
times on the paddle-shift
six-speed automatic, inte-
rior trim enhancements
and lots of new standard
equipment features.

But my test vehicle for
the week is the racing-
inspired Z06. 

Let me cut to the
chase. 

It is the fastest, most
powerful and most tech-
nologically advanced pro-
duction model in
Corvette’s 55-year histo-
ry.

It’s powered by the LS7
7.0-liter V-8 engine (505
horsepower/470 lbs.-ft.
torque) and mated to a
six-speed manual trans-
mission. It is capable of a
0-60 mph time of 3.7 sec-
onds (in first gear) with
a quarter-mile time of
11.7 seconds (125 mph)
and an Autobahn-tested

top speed of
198 mph.

Need I say
more?

Sorry, that
was a
rhetorical
question. 

To distin-
guish it
from the
Corvette
coupe and
convertible,
the Z06 fea-
tures an

aggressive and unmistak-
able appearance, which
include:

• A wide front fascia
with a large, forward-fac-
ing grille opening, a
splitter along the bottom
and wheel opening exten-
sions along the sides to
provide aerodynamic
downforce.

• The trailing edge of
the front wheel opening
is radiused to achieve
improved drag, but pro-
tects the body finish with
a tough molding and the
large air extractor is

located behind the wheel.
• A fixed-roof body

style optimizes rigidity
and mass.

• Wider rear fenders
with flares cover the
massive rear tires and a
brake cooling scoop in
front of the wheels visu-
ally balances the fender
extractor.

• A tall rear spoiler.
• 10-spoke wheels (18-

inch front, 19-inch rear).
• Four large stainless

steel exhaust outlets.
• Z06 badging on the

carbon fiber front fend-
ers.

You can’t dismiss the
aerodynamics of this
vehicle, from it’s .34 coef-
ficient of drag to the ele-
vated spoiler which pro-
vides downforce to bal-
ance the front splitter, it
is one of, if not the
hottest rides on the road.

While the Z06 is cer-
tainly what I would call
race ready, I was even
more impressed with
how well it handled
every day driving.

Admittedly, most of my
daily commutes are far

from exciting. In fact, my
drive from home to work
is all residential with
four school zones thrown
in for good measure —
not exactly an ideal route
for a high-performance
sports car. Often, a great
car for the track isn’t
very fun to drive on
neighborhood streets.

That’s not the case at
all with the Z06. I was
extremely impressed
with how well-mannered
this vehicle is when dri-
ving in 30-40 mph zones. 

Sure, it’s made for the
open road; slices through
the curves and can accel-
erate like a rocket. But it
can also handle the rou-
tine drive to and from
work with ease — and a
whole lot of style.

The Corvette is one of
the greatest cars of all
time. The 2008 Z06 only
enhances the legend. 

For those in the mar-
ket for truly great perfor-
mance coupe, I highly
recommend this car for a
test drive.

Neal White has been

covering the automotive
industry for more than 15
years and is affiliated
with the Texas Auto
Writers Association and

the Midwest Automotive
Media Association.
Comments may be sent to
Neal at neal.white@waxa-
hachiedailylight.com.
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Z06
505 horsepower Corvette
hottest ride on the road

The 2008 Chevrolet Corvette Z06.

THE NUTS AND BOLTS

MODEL:
2008 Chevrolet Corvette Z06
2-seat performance coupe  
Rear-wheel drive
Trim packages:
Coupe, convertible, Z06
*(Corvette coupe and convert-

ible will be covered in a later
review. All specifications below
are for the Z06).

PRICE RANGE:
*$71,000-$82,000
ENGINE:
*7.0-L V8 (505 hp/470 torque)
TRANSMISSION:
*6-speed manual
EPA: 15 mpg city, 24 mpg

highway *

FUEL: Premium
unleaded

SUSPENSION: *
Short/long arm double
wishbone, cast alu-
minum upper and lower
control arms, transverse-
mounted composite leaf
spring, monotube
shocks (front and rear).

TRACTION 
CONTROL:
Electronic traction

control with active handling
BRAKES: * Front and rear

power-assisted disc with ABS
with 6-piston front and 4-piston
rear calipers, cross-drilled rotors.

LENGTH: *175.6 inches 
WHEELBASE: 105.7 inch-

es 
WIDTH: *75.9 inches
HEIGHT: 49 inches
WEIGHT: *3,162 lbs.
FUEL TANK: 18 gallons
TIRES: 18-inch front,19-

inch rear. 
0-60 mph: 3.7 seconds
1/4-mile: 11.7 seconds
TOP SPEED: 198 mph

BY NEAL WHITE

ON THE ROAD

Why not check this out? At the Howard County Library

HHOLLISOLLIS

MMCCCCRIGHTRIGHT

Phone: (432) 263-5517                                1701 Lancaster
Big Spring, TX 79720

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider”

CALL US FOR YOUR FARMING
RANCHING AND LIVESTOCK NEEDS.

33567
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SAVE ON QUICK
WEEKEND PROJECTS
easy updates for your bathroom and more

$1297
WAS $14.97

2-5/32" WHITE PRIMED
FINGER JOINT FLUTED
CASING SET (691783)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$1986
WAS $29.86

GLACIER BAY® TEAPOT BATH FAUCET
Includes pop-up assembly and white 
porcelain handles. (102856)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$79WAS $99.00

PEGASUS®

BATH FAUCET
Heritage bronze finish.
4" center set. (666068)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$999
WAS $12.99

AQUADYNE® HANDHELD
SHOWER HEAD 
WITH 5' HOSE
Chrome. Shower mounting arm
bracket included. (640333)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$69
TOILET 

INSTALLATION††

ON ALL TOILETS
BASIC LABOR ONLY.

SAVINGS VARY BY MARKET.
VALID 1/24/08 – 1/30/08.

UP TO
$150
SAVINGS

$793
WAS $9.93

PHILIPS 3-PACK BR30
FLOOD BULBS
65 watt. Long life 
1-1/2 years. (272840)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

94¢
WAS $1.04

PHILIPS 4-PACK SOFT
WHITE LIGHT BULBS

60-watt. Lasts 750
hours. (235482)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$99
GLACIER BAY™

1.28 HET CHAIR
HEIGHT
ELONGATED 
ALL-IN-ONE TOILET
Uses 60% less water*.
Includes tank, bowl,
seat, wax ring and
bolt caps. (331725)

*Uses 20% less water than a

1.6 GPF toilet and 60% less

water than a 3.5 GPF toilet. 

NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES�

IF YOU FIND A LOWER PRICE, 
WE’LL BEAT IT BY 10%. GUARANTEED.

SHOP AT HOMEDEPOT.COM
THOUSANDS OF ITEMS  
SHIP FREE EVERY DAY

$197
SQ. FT. WAS $3.27 PER SQ. FT.

NEW DUPONT™ REAL TOUCH®

ELITE CAMBRIDGE OAK
LAMINATE
Case covers 18.52 sq. ft. (406501)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

88¢
SQ. FT. WAS 99¢ PER SQ. FT.

16"X16" AMERICAN MARAZZI®

ISLAND SAND TILE
Case covers 15.50 sq. ft. 
(538570, 537704)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

88¢
SQ. FT. WAS 99¢ PER SQ. FT.

12"X12" LAGUNA BAY
Case covers 15 sq. ft.
(642939, 642934)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

98¢
SQ. FT. WAS $1.97 PER SQ. FT.

TRAFFICMASTER™ SERENITY OAK
ENGINEERED WOOD PLANK
Case covers 26.16 sq. ft. 
15-year warranty. (579242)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$199 WHOLE-HOME CARPET INSTALLATION‡‡

ANY HOME**. ANY SIZE. ANY CARPET. OR GET ONE ROOM INSTALLED FOR JUST $159.

WE DON’T RAISE OUR CARPET PRICES TO SHOW A “LOWER” 
INSTALL PRICE. SAME GREAT PRICES, DAY IN, DAY OUT.

QUALITY. VALUE. GUARANTEED.†

$79WAS $138

PEGASUS® COLONNADE CHAIR
HEIGHT ELONGATED TOILET
White. (160406, 152143)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$19WAS $29

36" MOLDED 
6-PANEL SLAB
INTERIOR DOOR
Textured wood grain
surface primed and
ready to paint. (837318)

24" (837261)

28" (929794)

30" (837288)

32" (837296)

LIMITED TIME OFFER

plus, smart flooring choices for your home 

Prices effective at select store locations only from 1/24/08 – 1/30/08 (except as noted). 
††Receive basic installation for $69 (labor only) on all toilets.. Labor savings  (up to a $150 ) vary by market. Offer valid from 1/24/08 through 1/30/08 at participating The Home Depot stores. Offer includes only: installation of new toilet, wax ring, supply lines if needed, flange bolts, installation of new customer-provided toilet
seat, job site cleanup and new toilet test. Offer not valid on prior purchases, purchases of gift cards or certificates, and cannot be combined with any other offer except credit offers. No credit if offer refused. Additional charges may apply. See store associate for details, restrictions and exclusions. ‡‡$159 basic carpet and pad installation
for one room (up to 30 sq. yards). $199 basic carpet installation for two rooms or more. Offer not valid on Furnish & Install (F&I) program products. Pricing only applies to installation labor for carpet and pad from The Home Depot in single family residential homes. Basic Installation labor does not include custom or optional labor such
as moving furniture, removing and hauling away existing flooring and installing flooring on steps. Multi-Family and commercial jobs will be done by quote only. Not valid on prior purchases. See store for further details and a listing of F&I products. Not valid at EXPO Design Center stores. Everyday low price includes basic installation labor
for carpet & pad. See store for details. **Single family residential home. �TRUST OUR 10% PRICE GUARANTEE If you find a current lower price on an identical, in-stock item from any retailer, we will match the price and beat it by 10%. Excludes John Deere and Cub Cadet® products, special order, clearance and open-box
merchandise, labor and installation, sales tax, rebate and free offers, typographical errors and online purchases. General merchandise prices may vary after 1/30/2008 if there are market variations (commodities excluded). We reserve the right to limit quantities to the amount reasonable for homeowners and our regular contractor
customers. It is our policy to run truthful, accurate advertising. In the event of an error, we will make every reasonable effort to accommodate our customer. Details on any product warranty available at store. ©2008 Homer TLC, Inc. All rights reserved.

ap1 1- 1/24-8 AE158784

88¢
SQ. FT. WAS 99¢ PER SQ. FT.

12"X12" ORIZZONTI CERAMIC TILE
Case covers 15 sq. ft. 
Choose Sunset or Dawn.
(527956, 528075)

LIMITED TIME OFFER
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HAGAR
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DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID

BC

This Date
In History

Today is Thursday, Jan.
24, the 24th day of 2008.
There are 342 days left in the
year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

Jan. 24, 1908, is considered
the starting date of the Boy
Scouts movement in
England, under the aegis of
Robert Baden-Powell.

On this date:
In 1742, Charles VII was

elected Holy Roman
Emperor during the War of
the Austrian Succession.

In 1848, James W.
Marshall discovered a gold
nugget at Sutter’s Mill in
northern California, a dis-
covery that led to the gold
rush of ‘49.

In 1922, Christian K.
Nelson of Onawa, Iowa,
patented the Eskimo Pie.

In 1924, the Russian city of
Petrograd (formerly St.
Petersburg) was renamed
Leningrad in honor of the
late revolutionary leader.

(However, it has since been
renamed St. Petersburg).

In 1943, President
Franklin Roosevelt and
British Prime Minister
Churchill concluded a
wartime conference in
Casablanca, Morocco.

In 1978, a nuclear-powered
Soviet satellite, Cosmos 954,
plunged through Earth’s
atmosphere and disintegrat-
ed, scattering radioactive
debris over parts of north-
ern Canada.

In 1987, gunmen in
Lebanon kidnapped educa-
tors Alann Steen, Jesse
Turner and Robert Polhill
and Mitheleshwar Singh.
(All were eventually
released).

In 1989, confessed serial
killer Theodore Bundy was
put to death in Florida’s
electric chair.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor
Ernest Borgnine is 91.
Evangelist Oral Roberts is
90. Actor Jerry Maren (“The
Wizard of Oz”) is 89. Actor
Marvin Kaplan (“Top Cat”)
is 81. Cajun musician Doug
Kershaw is 72. Singer-song-
writer Ray Stevens is 69.
Singer-songwriter Neil
Diamond is 67. Singer Aaron

Neville is 67. Actor Michael
Ontkean is 62. Actor Daniel
Auteuil is 58. Country
singer-songwriter Becky
Hobbs is 58. Comedian
Yakov Smirnoff is 57.
Bandleader-musician Jools
Holland is 50. Actress
Nastassja Kinski is 49.
Rhythm-and-blues singer
Theo Peoples is 47. Country
musician Keech Rainwater
(Lonestar) is 45. Comedian
Phil LaMarr is 41. Olympic
gold-medal gymnast Mary
Lou Retton is 40. Rhythm-
and-blues singer Sleepy
Brown (Society of Soul) is
38. Actor Matthew Lillard is
38. Actress Merrilee
McCommas is 37. 

® 2008 The Associated Press.

SCIFI Å
Science Fic.

Movie:
Tornado:
Nature
Unleashed
Movie: Atomic
Twister

”
”

Movie:
Earthquake:
Nature
Unleashed
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone

WFAA C
Dallas

KMID D
Midland

UNI E
Spanish

KPEJ F
Odessa

KOSA H
Odessa

KTLE I
Telemundo

KWES J
Midland

WTBS L
Atlanta

KMLM M
Odessa

KPBT N
Odessa

DISC U
Discovery

AMC V
Classics

SPIKE W
Spike TV

TNT X
Atlanta

BET [
Black Ent.

DISN \
Disney

ESPN2:
Sports

ESPN ^
Sports

:PM
6 :30

:PM
7 :30

:PM
8 :30

:PM
9 :30

:PM
10 :30

:PM
11 :30

:AM
12 :30

THURSDAY

News (CC)
Entertainment
Ugly Betty
(CC)
Grey's
Anatomy
Big Shots
(CC)
News (CC)
Nightline
The Insider
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
News (CC)

Jeopardy!
Wheel-Fortune
Ugly Betty
(CC)
Grey's
Anatomy
Big Shots
(CC)
News
Nightline
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
Extra (CC)
Paid Program

Yo Amo a
Juan
Al Diablo con
Los Guapos
Pasion

”
Amas de Casa
Desesperadas
Primer Impacto
Noticiero Univ.
La Hora de la
Risa
Salome (SS)

”

The Simpsons
Two/Half Men
Smarter Than
a 5th Grader?
Don't Forget
the Lyrics!
TMZ (CC)
Raymond
Two/Half Men
Raymond
Law & Order
(CC)
Reno 911!
George Lopez

News
Entertainment
CSI: NY
(CC)
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
Without a
Trace (CC)
News
Late Show-
Letterman
Late Late
Show
The Insider

12 Corazones
”

Madre Luna
”

Victoria
”

Pecados
Ajenos
Noticias
Mas Vale
Tarde
Decisiones de
Famosos
Programa

News
Be a Millionaire
Chuck (CC)

”
The Celebrity
Apprentice
Chuck (CC)

”
News
Tonight Show

”
Late Night-
Conan O'Brien
News

Raymond
Raymond
Friends (CC)
Friends (CC)
Movie: Without
a Paddle
(CC)

”
Sex and-City
Sex and-City
:10 Movie:
Without a
Paddle (CC)

”

Joe McGee
John Hagee
Update Israel
Sid Roth
Light of the
Southwest

”
”

Update Israel
Jack Van Impe
Betty Swann
Y. Salamanca
Update Israel
Light-World

News-Lehrer
”

TX Mnthly Talk
TX Mnthly Talk
Antiques
Roadshow
Soundstage
(CC)
Charlie Rose
(CC)
Tavis Smiley
Tavis Smiley
Sign Off

”

How It's Made
How It's Made
Survivorman
(CC)
Survivorman
(CC)
Survivorman
(CC)
MythBusters
(CC)
Survivorman
(CC)
Survivorman
(CC)

”
”

Movie: Sniper
”
”
”

Breaking Bad
(CC)
Movie:
Shattered

”
”

Breaking Bad
(CC)

CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
TNA iMPACT!

”
”
”

Pros vs. Joes
”

MANswers
Whacked Out
Action Sports
Championships

NBA Pregame
(CC)
NBA
Basketball:
San Antonio
Spurs at Miami
Heat (CC)
NBA
Basketball:
New Jersey
Nets at Golden
State Warriors
Inside the NBA
(CC)

Live (CC)
Black Carpet
Movie: School
Daze (CC)

”
”

Movie Special
Hell Date
Hell Date
Hell Date
Jamie Foxx
Jamie Foxx
Comicview
(CC)

Han. Montana
Zack & Cody
Movie: Jump
In! (CC)

”
That's-Raven
That's-Raven
Life Derek
Zack & Cody
Han. Montana
Replacements
Kim Possible
Emperor New
American Drgn

College
Basketball:
Seton Hall at
Providence
College
Basketball:
Mich. St. at
Northwestern
Gamenight
Mix Tape Tour
X Center

”
Winter X-
Games (CC)

College
Basketball:
Duke at
Virginia Tech
Winter X-
Games (CC)

”
”

SportsCenter
(CC)
NFL Live
Gamenight
SportsCenter
(CC)
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THE TAX SHOP
207 W. 10TH        264-7563
(BEHIND THE MEDICINE CENTER PHARMACY)

TAX PREPARATION*
1040 EZ............$30.00
1040A...............$45.00
1040.................$55.00

*INCLUDES E-FILE

RALS, PERCS AND INSTANT LOANS ALSO AVAILABLE

FULL RAL REFUNDS IN ONE
CHECK IN 24 HOURS OR LESS

WITH RAL APPROVAL
FREE ESTIMATES

85
89

Tommy Richmond
Franchise/
Tax Specialist

1512 S. Gregg
Big Spring, TX 79720
Tel 432-263-1931
Fax 432-263-1402

jrichmond@hrblock.com     www.hrblock.com

H&R BLOCK®

tax, mortgage and financial services

9482

Tax Time
GET TAX REFUNDS FAST

FREE ESTIMATES
Branch Manager

Diane Yanez
220 Main St.

Big Spring, Tx 79720

263-1138
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30
Sat. 8:30-12:00

95
16

Receive     $1500 Within 5 Minutes Upon RAL Approval

& Tax Service   

“Se Habla Espanol”

Rachel Rogers
Sen. Asst. Manager

Notary Republic

Monica Solis
Asst. Manager

Up
To

Midwest Finance
& Tax Service

It’s Tax Time Again! Get Your Money
Back In As Little As 24 Hours.
No Appointment Necessary.

(With Approved RAL)

(Come see: Stephanie Norton)

Call Us Today: 263-1353 or 263-6121

Or Come By: 600 S.  Gregg
Walk Out With Money Today!

Se Habla
español

Se Habla
españolFree Estimates

85
89

TAX GUIDE 2008
Process Your Taxes Quick & Easy With The

Help Of These Businesses

ASK ABOUT INSTANT LOANS!

8699

INCOME TAX REFUND LOANS
most within 24 hrs.

✔Tax preparation available
✔Open year round
✔No cash needed
✔15 yrs in the Electronic 

Tax Filing Business
✔Certified Tax Specialist

JoAnn Palacios
Manager

1011 Gregg Street
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-263-6914

Fast Friendly Service!

*Restrictions Apply

Marine Sgt. Israel
Martinez is now serving
out his second tour in
Iraq. Born in Fort Worth
on Feb. 21, 1974, Israel
graduated from Big
Spring High School in
1993.  

Israel, 33,
comes from
a military
family. His
mother,
Anita
Massey,
was a
Marine in
Vietnam.
His inspira-
tion to join
the Marines
was his
step-father,
Hugh Massey, also a
Marine in Vietnam.
Hugh is now deceased.
His brother, Santos,
Martinez III, was an
Army MP. Anita’s broth-
er, Juan Flores, was a
Marine in Vietnam, and
Juan’s son, Jonah Flores,
is currently serving in
Kuwait. His uncle, Marcy
Lopez, is an Army veter-
an who served in
Vietnam, and is now
deceased (the husband of
Anita’s sister.)  

Israel and Santos III
have been pictured on
the board at the Big
Spring Mall since the
board was first displayed

in 2003.
Unlike several of the

subjects of these Troop
Salutes, Israel did not
immediately enter mili-
tary service upon gradua-
tion.  He enlisted in the
Marines in May 2001,
eight years after gradua-
tion. Israel had his ticket
to fly to San Diego to
begin his basic training
Sept. 11, 2001, the fateful
day of the attack on the
World Trade Center in
New York. Needless to
say, his flight to San
Diego was delayed a few
days, as all flights were
grounded nationwide.
Israel is an artilleryman,
currently assigned to “C”
Battery  1/11th  2nd Plt. 

This family also has
many Big Spring connec-
tions. Anita, Israel, and
Santos III all graduated
from Big Spring High
School.  Manuel Flores
was Israel’s and Santos
III’s grandfather, a long-
time resident of Big
Spring, now deceased.
Their grandmother,
Ofelia Flores, turned 84
years old Dec. 22, 2007,
and lives in Canterbury,
an assisted-living home
in Big Spring.  

Santos Martinez Jr. is
the father of the two
brothers, who lives in
Dallas.  

Israel’s wife is Lucinda

Valencia, who
currently lives with their
son, Austin Presley, in
Fallbrook Calif. Austin
Presley is age 10, born
Sept. 9, 1997. At the time
of their marriage, she
lived with her mom and
dad in Big Spring.
Valencia worked at the
VA Hospital. The
Valencias now live in
Mertzon.

Anita Massey was born
in Taft, Jan. 14, 1947. She
graduated from Big
Spring High School in
1965 and served in the
Women’s Army Corps
from shortly after gradu-
ation to her discharge in
1967. She was a clerk-typ-
ist in Vietnam and
worked in telecommuni-
cations. 

She is now an LVN at
the VA Medical Center in
Big Spring. She is a life-
time member of the VFW
in Big Spring, where she
also serves as Junior
Vice-Commander. Israel

and
Santos
III have joined their
mother as lifetime mem-
bers of VFW here.  

Santos Martinez III was
born in Fort Worth on
Sept 9, 1972, and graduat-
ed from BSHS in 1991. He
married Melissa Garcia
of Lubbock, who is also
an Army veteran. Santos
was in the Army from
1996 until 2004, serving
in the Military Police
(4th MP Co 4th Infantry
Division). He served one
year of this duty in Iraq
in 2003. He now works as
a civilian for the
Department of the Army,
as a police officer at Fort
Hood, near Killeen. He is
a member of their Swat
Team. This is a good and
natural use of his mili-
tary training. 

Being very curious as
to how Israel’s stepfather
became such an influ-
ence in his life, I e-
mailed him that ques-

tion. Here is his answer:
“I decided I would go

live with him (Hugh
Massey) in Albuqerque,
N.M. I lived with him for
about six months. I was a
laborer in the shop he
worked at, and then I
returned to Big Spring
for a couple of months
and then returned back
to Albuqerque in early
1995.

“I always knew he was
a former Marine. He had
a tattoo of a bulldog with
a helmet and cigar on his
lower left arm and I
always thought that was
cool. He did have a K-bar
(a Marine knife) and
when I saw that, I want-
ed one. He told me
Marines earned it. He
never really did talk
about being a Marine.
Me being young, just see-
ing the tattoo and the K
bar was an impression
enough.

“He did his best with
being a step dad. He was
not afraid to stand his
ground or to speak his
mind. He would talk and
it would make sense, and
to the point ... Hugh was
a good man. He took time
to show me about fish-
ing, camping and even
Nascar and Indy racing
... 

“Being a Marine, we
have a history of where

we come from and who
we are; as a regular per-
son, we also have history
of where we come from
and who we are. 

“Being on deployment
is the hardest part of
being in the military
(separated from the fami-
ly). My wife Lucinda has
been the foundation in
the marriage. I appreci-
ate her in so many ways
...  Without my step dad
or Austin I wouldn’t
have left Big Spring. I
was in Hong Kong in
January 2005 and I
thought to myself, I come
from Big Spring, Texas,
and I was speechless. I
never dreamt of being in
Hong Kong when I was
in high school. 

“Coming from a mili-
tary family is wonderful,
but being a Marine is
great! Me and my brother
still have arguments
about who is better at
wars, Marines or Army.”

Do you have a story
about your own family
members in the military?
For submissions or more
information, e-mail Lane
Bond at
lane@bondwebs.com) or
call him at (432) 263-4033
or visit his Web site,
www.bondwebs.com.

Troop Salute: Israel Martinez comes from a military family

LLANEANE

BBONDOND
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