
By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

The Spring City Senior
Citizens Center will likely take
center stage during Tuesday’s
meeting of the Big Spring City
Council, as the municipality
considers taking the facility
over from Howard County.

Council members are slated to
entertain first reading of the
transfer, which has been in
negotiation between the two
governmental agencies for sev-
eral months.

Howard County commission-
ers voted 4-1 — with
Commissioner Gary Simer the
lone dissenter — in favor of
transferring responsibility for
the facility to the city, which
according to County Judge
Mark Barr, is better equipped
to run the center.

“As far as contributing money
(to the center), the county is
fine. But as far as running it is
concerned, I’m not sure we
have the resources to really put
it in there and do it like the city
would,” said Barr during a

recent meeting. “I’ve talked to
officials with the city, and they
believe they will expand the
services out there, which would
be great. I think, in the long
run, the seniors will be pleased
with this decision.”

The deal approved by com-
missioners — and expected to
be heard by the council —
would transfer ownership of the
Senior Center from the county
to the city, with the county
agreeing to contribute $75,000
each year to its operation.

Mayor Russ McEwen said the

council only has one steadfast
plan for the Senior Center at
this time, and it’s something he
believes the seniors that utilize
the facility will be happy with.

“The only plans the city has
for the center at this point is to
make it better for our seniors,”
said McEwen. “We want the
Senior Center to be something
the city, and area residents, can
be proud of, and we feel like we
can accomplish that.”

Barr said one of his main con-
cerns in the transfer of the cen-
ter is the future of its current

director and staff, an issue
McEwen said has yet to be
breached.

“We haven’t made a determi-
nation on this yet. How could
we?” said McEwen. “We have
no idea at this point in the
process. However, I can tell you
we have no plans at this point
to remove any of the employees
that are currently working
there. But there’s just no way to
make a determination on
employees at this point.”

See COUNCIL, Page 3A
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By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

While area residents get ready to file
their 2007 tax returns with the Internal
Revenue Service, they won’t have to go
at the task alone, as AARP prepares to
get its annual Tax-Aide program under
way.

Local AARP spokesperson Gloria
Hopkins said she and her team of vol-
unteers will begin seeing area tax-filers
Monday, Feb, 4, at the Spring City
Senior Citizens Center.

“The AARP program provides free fed-

eral tax preparation assistance to people
who cannot afford professional tax help,
such as seniors, people with disabilities,
those that don’t speak English and peo-
ple with low-to-moderate income,” said
Hopkins. “AARP volunteers explain
many special tax credits and deductions
and how people may claim them on
their tax returns. These volunteers help
people complete their returns, right
down to any refunds that may be due
them.”

Hopkins said area residents planning
to use the service should be sure to
gather up their financial information

before heading to the Senior Center.
“People need to be sure to bring all of

the pertinent information with them,
including a tax booklet if one was
received through the mail, W-2 forms
and 1099 forms,” said Hopkins. “They
also need to bring any forms that show
their 2006 earnings and their 2005 tax
returns. We also need a social security
card for every person named on the
return and a photo ID for the person fil-
ing.”

Tax-Aide will continue throughout the 

See VOLUNTEERS, Page 3A

AARP Tax-Aide effort set to start

By BILL MCCLELLAN
News Editor

January’s sales tax rev-
enues for the city of Big
Spring were up — if only
marginally — compared
to a year ago, according
to the State Comptroller’s
office.

Big Spring received
$381,860.80, this month, a
3.09 percent increase
when compared to the
$370,393.20 taken in for
January 2007. Year-to-
date numbers are the
same, obviously, because
it is the first month of
2008.

While Big Spring’s fig-
ures were slightly better
than break even, the
story was far different for
Howard County’s other
two communities.
Coahoma pulled in
$8,000.36 this month com-
pared to $6,546.85 a year
ago. That’s a jump of 22.2
percent. In contrast,
Forsan witnessed rev-
enues tumble 18.02 per-
cent, comparing $5,415.51
this month to $6,605.97 for
January 2007.

Abilene witnessed
almost no change — just
0.13 percent to the posi-
tive side — when compar-
ing the $2,490,179.02 the

Key City received this
month to the $2,486,938.80
taken in last January.

It wasn’t a good start to
the year for Andrews,
which was hammered
with a 15.13 percent
downturn, comparing
January 2008 revenues of
$228,006.26 to January
2997 revenues of
$268,674.03.

Brownfield witnessed a
13.15 percent increase in
rebates. That city
received $74,960.58 this
January compared to
$66,244.17 a year ago.

Colorado City took in
$39,775.91 this month, a
2.93 percent increase
when compared to the
$38,643.01 received in
January 2007.

Fort Stockton enjoyed a
22.89 percent increase in
revenues, comparing this
January’s receipts of
$184,604.30 to the
$150,210.69 collected last
year.

Kermit received
$43,149.28 this month.
Compared to the
$35,930.75 taken in a year
ago, that’s an increase of
20.09 percent.

Also topping the 20 per-

See REBATES, Page 3A

Rebates
Sales tax income
up for some cities,
but down for others

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Construction workers with Cline Construction tear down the remains of the old Greyhound bus station, located just
behind the Settles Hotel in downtown Big Spring. The property was purchased last year by the Settles Hotel
Development Company and is expected to be a part of the organization’s effort to renovate the historic structure.

CCOMINGOMING DOWNDOWN
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story  idea? Call Jonathan Hull at 263-
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Pats, Giants Super Bowl bound

AP photo/David J. Phillip

New York Giants kicker Lawrence Tynes (9) celebrates with teammates after kicking a
field goal in overtime during the NFC Championship against the Green Bay Packers Sunday
in Green Bay, Wis. The Giants won 23-20 and advance to the Super Bowl against the New
England Patriots.

AP photo/Winslow Townson

New England Patriots wide receiver Wes Welker (83) celebrates with teammate Jabar
Gaffney after scoring a touchdown in the fourth quarter of the AFC Championship against
the San Diego Chargers in Foxborough, Mass., Sunday. The Patriots won 21-12, advancing
them to their fourth Super Bowl in seven years.

Unlikely Giants win in OT Perfect Pats grind out win
By BARRY WILNER
AP Football Writer

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Eli Manning
kept making plays. So did the Giants’
defense.

Finally, Lawrence Tynes got in the
act, kicking New York into the Super
Bowl.

For anyone who has doubted Peyton’s
little brother or thought the Giants had
no business in the NFC championship
game at frostbitten Lambeau Field,
chew on this: A Manning is going back
to the Super Bowl riding a wave of road
wizardry.

Manning repeatedly put the Giants in
position to win Sunday, and when
Tynes came through at last with a 47-
yard field goal in overtime, New York
had itself an improbable 23-20 victory
over the Green Bay Packers.

Now comes Mission Impossible: beat-
ing the undefeated New England

Patriots in two weeks in a Super Bowl
matchup hardly anyone saw coming.

“You never know when you’re going
to get your opportunity, when some-
thing is going to click, when you’re
going to get hot,” Manning said. “You’re
just playing your best football at a cer-
tain time and that’s what’s happened
with us.

“Every sort of thing has been thrown
at us and we’ve handled it very well, I
think.”

What will be thrown at the Giants (13-
6) in Glendale, Ariz., on Feb. 3 is per-
fection. The 18-0 Patriots, who finished
their unblemished regular season with a
38-35 victory over New York, are partly
responsible for Manning and his team
making a remarkable turnaround.

With nothing to gain in that game,
New York played its regulars and went
all out. Manning was sensational with

See GIANTS, Page 2B

By BEN WALKER
AP National Writer

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — Tom Brady
bounced a couple of passes, sailed a few
more and threw three to the wrong
team.

Hardly perfect. Hardly mattered,
either.

The New England Patriots still were
too good for the banged-up San Diego
Chargers. A far-from-vintage 21-12 victo-
ry Sunday in the AFC championship
game sent the Brady Bunch back to the
Super Bowl for the fourth time in seven
seasons.

Next up is another date with the New
York Giants, and a chance for the
Patriots to give their 18-0 record a whole
new meaning.

“I think you enter the season and
you’re hoping to put together a bunch of
great wins and you realize there’s chal-
lenges every step of the way,” Brady

said. “And to not have a letdown like
most teams have — we had a few let-
downs or times where we didn’t play
our best, but we overcame them.”

Yet for everything the Patriots have
accomplished — they’re the only team
in NFL history to start out with 18
straight victories — they’re well aware
they must win that final matchup to
avoid being relegated to a footnote.

“We’ll try to elevate our game for one
last performance,” said Brady, MVP in
two of the three Super Bowls he’s won.

All season long, coach Bill Belichick
focused solely on the upcoming oppo-
nent. Showered by confetti on a
postgame platform, the man of few
words gave his team the OK to talk
about the biggest game of all.

“Now we can look ahead,” he said.
And prepare to see a familiar face in

Eli Manning and the Giants on Feb. 3 in

See PATS, Page 2B

GREEN BAY, Wis. —
The resemblance was
unmistakable everywhere
except on the field. Once
Eli
Manning
stepped
between
the white
lines, he
somehow
made foot-
ball seem
more like
his burden
than his
birthright.

He is the
son of one great quarter-
back and the little broth-
er of an even better one.
But he lacks the devil-
may-care charm that
made his dad, Archie,
such a heroic figure on
all those lousy teams in
New Orleans. And he has
yet to display the rocket
arm or tactical mastery
that made Peyton such a

success in Indianapolis.
In fact, until Eli capped

the best four-game run of
his own maddening
career with a flawless
performance on a frozen
field far from New York,
it seemed fair to wonder
whether the family gene
pool was empty by the
time he waded in.

“I might be a hard guy
to read,” Manning said,
in one of the understate-
ments of the season,
moments after the Giants
advanced to the Super
Bowl with a 23-20 over-
time win against the
Packers. “But right now,
I’m as excited as I can
be.”

We’ll have to take his
word on that. Eli’s
expression gives away so
little that for much of the
fourth quarter and into
overtime, the TV broad-
cast kept cutting to shots
of Archie in a skybox at

Lambeau Field burying
his head in his hands.
That way, at least, we
knew somebody in the
Manning family was
anguishing over the out-
come.

Once Giants kicker
Lawrence Tynes made up
for two fourth-quarter
misses by drilling the 47-
yard game-winner in
overtime, a smile flashed
briefly across Eli’s lips.
He ran onto the field
looking for someone to
hug and settled on Jeff
Feagles, the Giants’ hold-
er on the final play. Then
Eli’s eyes got wide as he
looked up to see his
opposite number headed
in his direction.

Yet it hardly looked
like a meeting of equals.
Brett Favre already had
his helmet off and the
poncho draped over his 

See ELI, Page 2B

Eli stepping out of
Peyton’s shadow

AP photo
New York Giants quarterback Eli Manning rolls out of the pocket in the Giants’ 23-20 over-
time victory over the Green Bay Packers in the NFC Championship Sunday at Lambeau
Field.
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Donald Wayne Wilcher
Donald Wayne Wilcher, 49, of Big

Spring died Saturday, Jan. 19, 2008, at
Medical Center Hospital in Odessa.
Funeral services will be at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2008, at Myers &
Smith Chapel. Burial will be at Mt.
Olive Memorial Park. The family will
receive friends from 7 p.m. until 8 p.m.
Monday at Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. 

He was born Oct. 9, 1958, at Denver City. He grew up
at Seagraves. He had been a resident of Big Spring
since 1980 and worked for West Texas Gas. His hob-
bies were horses and carpentry.  

He is survived by his wife, Karan Wilcher of Big
Spring; four daughters, Christi Higgins of Monroe,
Tenn., Mindy Beaty of Pall Mall, Tenn., Jamie Huber
of Odessa and Becky Bolton of Kingfisher, Okla.; four
sons, Robert Schafe of Midland and Tommy Bolton,
Garland Gilbert and Tim Major, all of Big Spring; his
parents, Pat and Hoss Walser of Pacola, Okla.; three
brothers, Ronnie Wilcher of Lubbock, Cliff Walser of
Granbury and Chris Walser of Pacola, Okla.; two sis-
ters, Cindy Watson of Lubbock and Brenda Sharp and
her husband, Tony, of Arkoma, Okla.; and 12 grand-
children.

The family suggests memorials to the American
Liver Foundation, South Texas Chapter, 2425 West
Loop South, Suite 660, Houston 77027-4207.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 a.m.
today:

• JOE CORREA, 49, of 500 N.W. 10th Street, was
arrested Saturday on a charge of driving while intoxi-
cated with a child passenger.

• JESSICA RANGEL, 25, of 403 N.E. 10th Street, was
arrested Saturday on seven local warrants.

• ROSALYN D. YOUNG, 37, of 2911 W. Highway 80,
was arrested Saturday on four local capias warrants.

• GUADALUPE PAREDEZ JR., 57, of 213 Circle,
was arrested Saturday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• VICENT RAZOR MENDEZ, 29, of 108 E. 15th
Street, was arrested Saturday on two local capias war-
rants.

• JOSEPH P. TWO-BEAR, 39, of 1409 Sycamore,
was arrested Saturday on a charge of driving while
intoxicated.

• JUAN JOSE OLIVAREZ, 25, of 104 Lockhart, was
arrested Saturday on seven capias warrants and a
local warrant.

• REBECCA L. COMSTOCK, 24, of 1700 Runnels,
was arrested Sunday on four local warrants.

• ALFREDO L. CASTILLO, 22, 1609 Bluebird, was
arrested Sunday on two local warrants and a charge of
driving while intoxicated.

• IRAN CASTRO, 30, of 904 Fourth Street, was
arrested Sunday and held for immigration.

• BENJAMIN I. MUNOZ, 27, of 1500 Main Street,
was arrested Sunday on nine local capias warrants.

• THEFT was reported:
- in the 200 block of FM 700.
- in the 1200 block of 11th Place.
- in the 2500 block of Ent.
- in the 1200 block of 11th Place.
• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA - TWO OUNCES

OR LESS IN A DRUG FREE ZONE was reported in
the 400 block of Galveston.

•  CRIMINAL TRESPASS OF A
HABITATION/SHELTER CENTER was reported in
the 2500 block of Fairchild.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
- in the 1600 block of Wood.
- in the 2600 block of Fairchild.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in

the 1200 block of Blackmon.
• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was

reported in the 1400 block of Tucson.
• ASSAULT was reported in the 200 block of Circle.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-
5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) TX. 21, weight
loss support group meets at Dora Roberts
Rehabilitation Center, 306 W. Third St. at 5 p.m. TOPS
provides members with information, motivation and
fellowship in attaining and maintaining their physi-
cian-prescribed weight goals. For more information,
call 263-6819 or 263-1758. Leave a message.

TUESDAY
•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets at

6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St.

• Dual Recovery Anonymous meetings have been
canceled. They will no longer take place at the Howard
County Library. If you have questions, call Deidra F.
at (432) 816-3033.

• Life Recovery, a non-denominational Christian
group of recovering alcoholics and addicts, meets at 7
p.m. at the St. Paul Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic

pain disease), a new support and informative group
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 264-1213 for more
information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.

at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m.
until 9 p.m.

• Cross stitchers are needed to complete one or more
blocks of this year’s Howard County Fair quilt. All
supplies are provided. Blocks may be picked up from
Posey Cotton Office, 601 Scurry, Monday through
Friday from  9 a.m. to noon. For information, call  263-
1267 or 263-4980. This year’s quilt theme is
“Wildflowers of Texas.” All proceeds from the sale of
tickets for the quilt are used to defray the expenses of
the Fair. The quilt will be awarded the last night of
the fair. 

• Pediatric flu vaccinations for children ages 6
months to 35 months are now available at the Texas
Department of State Health Services clinic in College
Park Shopping Center. Cost is $10, although no one
will be turned away for inability to pay. For more
information, call 263-9775.

• St. Mary’s and friends of St. Mary’s are holding a
lap blanket drive to place approximately 400 lap blan-
kets in the hands of every nursing home patient in Big
Spring. Blankets can be taken to the church office,
1001 Goliad, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday or call Connie Fowler at 267-
2713. 

A beginning crochet class is being held at 6 p.m.
Wednesday in the church’s Parish Hall. 

• Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming a
Compass Hospice volunteer. Help those at the end of
life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s life. Call
263-5999 to begin your journey.

• All creatures Sanctuary and Rescue has an account
set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608 N. Hwy. 87 for
all types of metals and aluminum cans. Please tell
them that your donations are for All Creatures
Sanctuary and Rescue. All Creatures Sanctuary and
Rescue is also still taking weight circles off of all
Purina brand dog foods. Send your Purina Weight
Circles, to A.C.S. & R. at P.0, 871, Coahoma 79511. All
Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue is still accepting old
and used cell phones and ink jet cartridges, for drop
off locations in Big Spring and Coahoma, Call Melanie
at 267-7387.

• Christ Community Fellowship is collecting infant
car seats and carriers. These are given to new moth-
ers who cannot afford them. To donate your old or
new car seats and carriers, call Karen Allen at 263-3517
or leave a message at Christ Community Fellowship,
263-love. All donations are appreciated.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires just a
few hours commitment each month. To volunteer, or
to request a ride for treatment, call Nancy Koger at
267-7809.

• New Life Ministries Church of God In Christ is
holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The
meal is free. Call 264-0771 for more information.

• The Pet Patrol helps locate lost pets and owners of
found pets. To volunteer or for more information, call
Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).

• Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting appoint-
ments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and third
Wednesday of each month. Individuals seeking legal
advice for matters concerning family law, divorce,
custody and child support issues, social security
cases, employment and housing may contact the office
to schedule an appointment. Criminal cases are not
accepted. Anyone recently served with legal docu-
ments should call the office immediately at 800-926-
5630 or 432-686-0647.

Today — Decreasing clouds. Highs in the upper 50s.
Southwest winds 15 to 25 mph.

Tonight — Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 30s. West
winds 10 to 15 mph.

Tuesday — Partly cloudy. Colder. Highs in the lower
40s. Northeast winds 10 to 15 mph.

Tuesday night — Mostly cloudy. Lows in the upper
20s. East winds around 10 mph in the evening becom-
ing light and variable.

Wednesday — Cloudy with a 20 percent chance of
showers. Highs in the mid 40s. Light and variable
winds becoming northwest 10 to 15 mph in the after-
noon.

Wednesday night — Cloudy with a 20 percent chance
of rain and snow. Lows in the upper 20s.

Thursday — Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance
of rain and snow. Colder. Highs in the mid 30s.

Thursday night — Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent
chance of snow. Lows in the upper 20s.

Friday — Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of
rain. Not as cold. Highs in the upper 40s.

Friday night — Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of rain. Lows in the mid 30s.

Saturday — Mostly cloudy. Not as cool. Highs in the
upper 50s.

Saturday night — Mostly cloudy. Lows in the upper
30s.

Sunday — Mostly sunny. Highs around 60.

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Saturday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 10-34-36-39-42-53
Number matching six of six: None.
Estimated jackpot for Wednesday night drawing: $16

million.
•••

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Saturday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 2-3-11-19-32
Number matching five of five: None.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tonight.

•••
The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Saturday night,

in order: 5-9-7-7. Sum It Up: 28.
•••

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday night,
in order: 5-8-1. Sum It Up: 14.

•••
The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Saturday after-

noon, in order: 6-1-4-1. Sum It Up: 12.
•••

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday after-
noon, in order: 3-3-3. Sum It Up: 9.

Take Note

Support Groups

TODAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at

5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758. 

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets in the First Christian Church of Big Spring,
911 Goliad. A different program is offered every
week. Enter through the south side door off 10th
Street. Call 213-1342 for more information. Weigh-in
starts at 5 p.m.; meetings begin at 5:30 p.m. 

• Evening Lions Club meets at 6:45 p.m. at Dragon
China Buffett. 

• DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 p.m.
at 610 Abrams St.

• Christian Singles Fellowship meets from 7 p.m.
until 9 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
Youth Hall. All singles in the community are invited
for an evening of fellowship, food and table games.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the

Howard College Cactus Room.
• The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets at 7

p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809 Scurry,
or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call Robert

Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard

College Cactus Room.
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721. 

Bulletin Board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

Obituaries Police blotter

Lottery

Weather
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ELI
Continued from Page 1B

shoulders, set off by sil-
ver stubble and a tired
grin, made him look
more regal than usual.
Manning, still wearing
his helmet and an awed
expression, thrust his
hand forward like a kid
about to shake his idol’s
hand. The only thing
missing was a slip of
paper in his palm for
Favre’s autograph.

“We knew we could
compete with anybody,”
Manning said afterward.

Until Sunday night,
though, that might have
been the royal “we.” The
kid never inspired confi-
dence, and the nagging
feeling the Giants had
mortgaged their future in
the draft-day deal that
brought Eli to New York
was never stronger than
it was on the eve of the
regular-season finale
against the perfect New
England Patriots.

In the three previous
games, Eli had thrown
four interceptions against
the Vikings and had
three returned for touch-
downs; threw 35 incom-
pletions against
Washington; and fumbled
five times against
Buffalo.

But Manning produced
a career effort against
New England — “I am
not doing anything differ-
ent or anything extra

special,” he said last
week, taking a brief stab
at self-analysis. More
important, he followed
that up with smart, care-
taker performances
against Tampa Bay and
Dallas. All three oppo-
nents tried to shut down
New York’s ground game
and counted on him to
make telling mistakes.

As Manning proved
against the Packers, you
make that a building
block of the game plan at
your own risk.

“It’s exciting,” Manning
said one more time, “but
it’s not about me. It’s
about this whole team.”

Giants coach Tom
Coughlin might disagree,
but he has no better

explanation for the sud-
den turnaround than
Manning does. He can’t
say why his quarter-
back’s rating jumped 50
points the last few weeks,
nor why he hasn’t turned
the ball over even once
during that stretch.

“Certainly not ideal
conditions yet the focus
of Eli was outstanding,”
Coughlin said. “He just
willed himself to play
well.”

Archie Manning wasn’t
going to try to explain
the numbers, either.
Outside the Giants locker
room, he could hardly
believe his good fortune.
Peyton went to the Super
Bowl and got his ring
last season. Now much-

maligned Eli, the runt of
the Manning litter, was
going to get his shot.

“My cup runneth over,”
Archie said. “We’re not
crowning him yet. But I
never thought that he
was as bad as they were
saying.”

It’s not a glowing
review — yet. But it’s a
lot better than a story
Archie told not long after
Hurricane Katrina passed
by the family’s New
Orleans home, only to
have burglars strike a
few days later.

Seems Peyton and Eli
each had signed a dozen
jerseys for a charity auc-
tion and left them on a
table. When Archie
returned home, the stack
signed by Peyton had
been stolen and Eli’s
were left untouched.

Hang onto ‘em, Archie,
for a few more weeks.
They might fetch some-
thing still.

Jim Litke is a national
sports columnist for The
Associated Press. Write to
him at jlitke@ap.org
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Your Home, Your Health,
Your Choice

We Bring The Caring Home

By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

Crossroads high
school varsity
sports calendar

TUESDAY
Big Spring girls bas-

ketball at Plainview, 6
p.m.

Big Spring boys bas-
ketball at Plainview,
7:30 p.m.

Coahoma girls bas-
ketball vs. Merkel, 6:30
p.m.

Coahoma boys bas-
ketball vs. Merkel, 8
p.m.

Forsan girls basket-
ball vs. Hamlin, 6:30
p.m.

Forsan boys basket-
ball vs. Hamlin, 8 p.m.

Hawk Buddies
honored at today’s
HC basketball game

The Howard College
women’s basketball
team will honor its
Hawk Buddies at half-
time of its game
against Clarendon
College at the Dorothy
Garrett Coliseum.
Game time is set for
5:30 p.m.

Immediately follow-
ing the game, the
women’s team will be
available to sign auto-
graphs and take pic-
tures courtside.

For more informa-
tion, contact Head
Coach Earl Diddle at
264-5043 or Assistant
Coach Eric Rodewald
at 816-4327.

Free junior tennis
league playing
every Wednesday

A free junior tennis
league will take place
every Wednesday for
several weeks from
4:45 to 5:45 beginning
tomorrow.

Boys and girls  of any
skill level between
ages 8-12 are welcome
to attend. The league is
being conducted by
Big Spring tennis
instructor Ted Oleson.

No sign up is
required. Bring a rack-
et or one will be pro-
vided while available.

For more informa-
tion, call Oleson at
(806)236-8901 or visit
www.bigspringtennis.c
om. 

KBYG 1400 AM’s
scheduled airings
of NBA basketball

KBYG 1400 AM is air-
ing both San Antonio
Spurs and Dallas
Mavericks basketball
throughout the NBA
season.

TODAY
Dallas vs.

Washington, Noon
WEDNESDAY
San Antonio vs. Los

Angeles Lakers, 7:30
p.m.

IINN B BRIEFRIEF

GIANTS
Continued from Page 1B

four touchdown passes, the
beginning of a renaissance that
has seen him go from unpre-
dictable to, well, Peytonesque.

It’s also seen him lead the
Giants to three consecutive road
playoff wins without committing
a turnover; the Giants have won
10 straight away from home over-
all.

And this one, in minus-3
degrees (wind chill of minus-24)
earned New York its first Super
Bowl trip in seven years. A win
in two weeks and Eli will match
Peyton for NFL titles — and the
Manning family will have con-
secutive championships.

Tynes had two misses — a 36-
yarder at the end of regulation
following a bad snap, and a 43-
yarder with 6:49 to go — before
nailing his long winner 2:35 into
OT.

He got another chance in over-
time after Corey Webster inter-
cepted a struggling Brett Favre,
the kind of mistake Manning
often made before his recent
turnaround.

“I screwed it up twice,” said
Tynes, who sprinted straight to
the locker room after his deci-
sive kick, leaving his frozen
teammates to celebrate outside.
“Thank God we got another
opportunity.”

That extra opportunity came
after Green Bay (14-4) won the
OT coin toss, then turned over

the ball immediately. It was the
final mistake by a team out-
played much of the frigid night;
aside from a second-quarter, 90-
yard touchdown pass to Donald
Driver, the Packers were held to
146 yards passing by a secondary
criticized for being leaky, and to
28 yards rushing. They were 1-
for-10 on third downs a week
after blitzing Seattle in the snow.

Favre wound up 19-for-35 for
236 yards and two interceptions.
It’s now a decade since the
career leader in most NFL pass-
ing categories has been to the big
game.

Manning went 21-for-40 for 254
yards and was the best quarter-
back on the tundra Sunday.
Next, he’ll go up against league
MVP Tom Brady in the ultimate

test. Considering what the
Giants have achieved in the past
month, who is to doubt the baby
brother quarterback?

Just a month ago, Eli’s moxie
was being questioned as the
Giants struggled to clinch a wild-
card berth. He responded with
the best work of his four-year
career. He must sustain it
against an opponent seeking its
fourth Super Bowl title in seven
years, as well as the league’s first
perfect season since Miami went
17-0 in 1972.

“Ten straight, looking at 11,”
linebacker Antonio Pierce said of
the road success — and the chal-
lenge ahead. “All them experts,
please continue the jobs that
you’ve been doing. It’s excellent
for us.”

PATS
Continued from Page 1B

Glendale, Ariz. The Patriots fin-
ished off their exhibition sched-
ule by beating the Giants, then
wrapped up the regular season
by defeating them in a 38-35
thriller.

The Chargers seemed to stand
little chance, especially with star
LaDainian Tomlinson injured.

Nursing a bad left knee,
Tomlinson did not get off on the
right foot and watched most of
the game in a parka. San Diego
kept it close by intercepting
Brady a season-high three times,
and trailed 14-12 going into the
fourth quarter.

Brady made several stunningly
poor throws that fluttered in the
wind, Randy Moss was a non-fac-
tor for the second straight game
and the highest-scoring team in
NFL history sputtered all after-
noon. Instead, the Patriots relied
on Laurence Maroney’s spins,
cuts and helmet-rattling runs.

“It felt like everything was a
struggle today,” Brady said. “We
didn’t perform the way I thought
we were capable of.”

Brady, coming off a record-set-
ting 50 TD passes, threw for two
scores. His 6-yard strike to Wes
Welker early in the fourth quar-
ter let the Patriots pull away.

“There was history on the
line,” New England linebacker
Tedy Bruschi said. “We recog-
nize it, we acknowledge it.”

New England took care of the
nuts and Bolts on a most chilly
day. The sellout crowd at Gillette
Stadium chanted “Super Bowl!
Super Bowl!” in the closing min-
utes, anticipating the Pats’ first
appearance in the big game since
the 2004 season.

Belichick’s team eclipsed the
17-0 mark of the champion 1972
Miami Dolphins, and he’ll soon
try for his fourth NFL title.

“I think there will be a time to
sit back and reflect,” Belichick
said. “We’ll certainly enjoy this
for a few days.”

Brady earned his 100th career
victory and advanced without a

hint of girlfriend drama — tak-
ing notes, Tony Romo? The dim-
pled Patriots quarterback will
bring true glam to Super Bowl:
Imagine the paparazzi buzz if
Brady is sighted with Gisele
Bundchen.

A model of success in the late
season, the Chargers (13-6) fell
short minus Tomlinson. He was
hurt last week in the playoff
upset of the Super Bowl champi-
on Indianapolis Colts, and was
mostly a spectator as San Diego’s
eight-game winning streak
ended.

Tomlinson carried on the first
two San Diego plays, but did not
run it again. 

Quarterback Philip Rivers
hung in despite a torn ligament
in his knee and star tight end
Antonio Gates did his best with a
dislocated toe.

“From getting it reinjured the
first play, I just knew I didn’t
have it,” Tomlinson said. “I’m
kind of at a loss for words.”

The Chargers never could get
into the end zone and had to set-
tle for four field goals by Nate

Kaeding.
“LT tried to go and he just

couldn’t go,” Chargers coach
Norv Turner said.

Routed 38-14 at New England in
September, the Chargers hung
tough. Maroney dashed their
hopes for a comeback, running
for 122 yards and letting the
Patriots control the ball in the
fourth quarter.

It was 23 degrees at gametime
and the brisk wind caused more
problems. The goal posts shook
with every gust while passes and
punts sailed in crazy directions.

Brady badly missed his first
two passes — he threw a total of
two incompletions in 28 attempts
last week in the win over
Jacksonville.

Maroney plunged in from the 1
barely over a minute into the
second quarter and, with light
flurries falling, the Patriots were
ahead for good.

“We’re not going to get all car-
ried away with the undefeated
season,” linebacker Mike Vrabel
said. “We did that in the regular
season.”
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Business Opportunity
CAVALIER KIDS for Fun and 
Profit. Small investment that 
multiples. L.D. Kirk. 
254-947-4475.

Want to Buy
TOP PRICES paid for Railroad 
Antiques. Especially want 
Texas & Pacific items. Also 
dining car items- any railroad. 
Call Warren Taylor 
432-685-1910 evenings.

Cemetery Lots
SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational
A BRIGHTER FUTURE!

Train to become an
Electrical Technician!

Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for 

those who qualify.
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557 dept. 212
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Help Wanted

20+ YEAR Construction Com-
pany seeking help with general 
repairs, painting and carpentry 
experience. Own transportation 
to and from work Weekends 
Off. Pay D.O.E.   Call 
432-267-2296.

Help Wanted
AAA TESTING needs Derrick 
Hand. Must pass drug test. 
432-267-7821.

ACTIVITY COORDINATOR - 
P/T Instructor for after school 
nonprofit program. Must be 
creative and resourceful. Re-
warding and flexible position! 
28 hrs month $15/$18 hr. 
Email: 
kdanley@ti-f.org

ATTENTION
POLICE OFFICERS &

FIRE FIGHTERS
Are you the Best?

Can you make the top 10%?
If so......

Apply for these positions today:
Fire Fighters

$27,31.15-$36,202.28 DOEC
Deadline for applications is 

Wednesday,
January 30th, 5:00 p.m.

Testing begins 9:00 a.m., Sat, 
February 2nd, 2008

Police Officers Cert. 
& Non

$32,427.20 Cert.- 
$29,966.56 Non-Cert.

Test date to be announced
Communications Officer

Wastewater Plant Operator
Utility Service Worker

Heavy Equipment Operator
(2) Positions- 

Landfill & Sanitation
Staff Accountant

$30,114.24 Annually
Information Tech Specialist  I

$30,114.24
We offer EXCELLENT BENE-
FITS including 100% paid Em-
ployee Health Ins.

Inquire to:
Human Resources

City of Big Spring, Texas
Phone: (432)264-2346 

Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to 
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

EOE

BIG SPRING STATE 
HOSPITAL

Currently has openings for
Direct Care Workers

Possibility of condensed shifts.
Full time positions with option 
of 3, 4 or 5 day work week,

depending upon availability of 
positions.

Beginning Salary  $9.58/hour
with possibility of 

advancement after six months
Our benefit package includes:
Paid Vacation, Sick Leave, 
Holidays, Health Insurance, 
Retirement Educational Leave 
and Nursing Educational Sti-
pends.

Contact the Job Center
432-268-7341

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

CHILD CARE Needed: to care 
for 2 little girls during the day, 
M-F in loving and safe home. 
All gov’t holiday off! If inter-
ested please call 432-816-9635 
or 413-0066.

Help Wanted
COME JOIN our friendly team 
at Kate’s Fina Mart. Good 
benefits. Now hiring full & part 
time. Must be 18 yrs. old. Apply 
at 1100 N. Lamesa Hwy.

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is 
hiring for:

CNA-PRN 
Big Spring/ 

Howard County area
Bi-lingual preferred; Hospice 
experience preferred. Come by  
421 South Main Street (EOE). 
Ask for Debbie Read.

Dr Pepper/ Pepsi
Now Hiring Career oriented 
person for Sales/Merchandiser 
position. Candidate should 
have experience selling and 
merchandising products pref-
erably in the beverage industry. 
Responsible for selling, order-
ing, stocking and inventory 
control for  stores in the Big 
Spring area. Clean driving re-
cord. Drug Screen and work 
assessment testing required. 
Comprehensive benefit pro-
gram including, 401K, Major 
medical and dental and Flex 
program.
Apply in person at:
Ab-Tex Dr Pepper/Pepsi
3611 HWY 87 North
Big Spring, TX 79720

DUNCAN DISPOSAL -  Now 
hiring a driver for the Coahoma 
area. Need at least a Class B 
CDL. Experience Preferred for 
a driver’s position. Must be 
able to pass mandatory DOT 
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls 
please. The job includes 40+ 
hours weekly Mon- Fri., with 
some Sat. mornings. An hourly 
rate with benefits package is 
available. Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Please Call Arthur 
432-770-3966.

Electrician/  Meter 
Technician Positions

The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has openings for 
an Industrial Electrician. Elec-
trical experience and training 
required. A Meter Technician 
position is also available. A 
CDL license and mechanical 
experience are helpful. Will 
work out of Big Spring, TX. 
District benefits include paid 
vacation and holidays, sick 
leave, retirement plan, and 
group insurance. EOE
Applications are required to be 
considered for employment 
and are available at the Dis-
trict’s office, 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas or by 
calling 432-267-6341.

ENTRY LEVEL COMMUNITY 
SUPERVISION OFFICER 
(CSO), minimum requirements 
as stated in “Standards for 
TDCJ-CJAD”, Section 163.33 
(a). Must have a bachelor’s de-
gree and unless the degree is 
in criminology, corrections, 
counseling, law, social work, 
psychology, sociology or re-
lated field, must have one year 
of graduate study in one of 
those fields or one year experi-
ence in full-time casework, 
counseling, or community 
group work. Bilingual a plus. 
Must reside within Howard, 
Martin or Glasscock County or 
be willing to relocate. Resumes 
due Monday 1-28-08 at 118th 
District CSCD, 315 Main, Suite 
B, P.O. Box 1951, Big Spring, 
TX 79721-1951. Only those se-
lected for an interview will be 
contacted.

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

Help Wanted
EXPERIENCED MECHANIC.
Must have own tools. ASE pre-
ferred, but not required. Apply 
in person or call (432)267-7421 
for appointment. Pollard Chev-
rolet, Buick.

FULL TIME Accounting Posi-
tion Available. Requirements 
include Accounting Degree or 
equivalent of 10 yrs. experi-
ence in accounting/bookkeep-
ing. Tax preparation experi-
ence a plus. Please send re-
sume to PO Box 949, Big 
Spring, Texas 79721.

HIRING IMMEDIATELY Secu-
rity Officers. Must have a clean 
background check, reliable 
transportation, and a valid driv-
er’s license. Retirees welcome 
to apply. Call 1-877-352-7248.

HOUSEKEEPING  NEEDED 
under new supervisor. Bi-lin-
gual okay. Competitive pay and 
paid holidays & vacation.  Pick 
up application at Holiday Inn 
Express, 1109 N. Aylesford 
Street.  

IMMEDIATELY NEEDED: Gas 
Plant operator/maintenance 
position for a refrigerated-lean 
oil plant and gathering system 
near Stanton, Texas. Shift work 
involved. Prefer working knowl-
edge of gas engines, gas com-
pressors, and natural gas proc-
essing. Send resume to Sale 
Ranch Plant, 2873 FM 829, 
Stanton, Texas, 79782 or fax 
(432)458-3423.

NEED A job today? Come be a 
delivery driver for Domino’s 
Pizza. We pay competitive 
hourly wages & put cash in 
your pocket daily! Working for 
the other guys? Bring your ex-
perience over to Domino’s 
Pizza and get paid top dollar. 
Part time and full time positions 
available. Need day hours? 
Need night hours? We have all 
shifts available. We work with 
ALL types of schedules. Apply 
now and get hired on the 
spot (some restrictions ap-
ply). 
2111 Greg Street 
EOE, Drug Free environment

NEED EXPERIENCED Lube 
Tech/Porter. Apply in person 
only at Service Department 
Pollard Chevrolet, Buick & Ca-
dillac, 1501 East 4th.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING
COMMERCIAL 

Mechanic/ Driver
Pre employment physical and 

drug test required. 
Must have own tools and CDL. 

Apply to: 2800 Windecker
(Midland airport)

or call (432)563-5393 or 
(432)638-2920 
Mail resume to:

General Superintendent 
PO BOX 60708

MIDLAND, TX 79711

NOW HIRING Truck Drivers 
and Equipment Operators. Re-
quirements: 21 years of Age 
and older. Driving record must 
meet insurance requirements. 
Out of town travel required. 
*Hotel paid *Per diem paid 
*Physical/Drug Screen *Bene-
fits *Employee Health/Dental 
Ins. *401K *Retirement Plan. 
Send Resume to P.O. Box 880, 
Snyder, TX 79550 or apply at 
4668 FM 1607 Snyder, TX.

RED MESA Grill has openings 
for Full/Part Time, Day & Eve-
ning. Wait Staff. Apply 2401 S. 
Gregg.

Help Wanted

NURSES UNLIMITED , INC is 
seeking enthusiastic and out-
going attendants to assist cli-
ents in the home with personal 
care, meal prep. and light 
housekeeping. P-T E.O.E. Call 
Marie @ 1-800-458-3257.

NURSES UNLIMITED INC. is 
seeking enthusiastic and out-
going CNA’s to assist in the 
home with personal care, meal 
prep. light house keeping. P-T. 
E.O.E. Call Maria @ 
1-800-458-3257.
PAINTER’S ASSISTANT
needed. Salary DOE, Health 
insurance, 401k plan. Apply at 
Price Construction, 2701 N. 
Hwy 350, Big Spring, TX 79720 
or fax resume to 
432-236-6012. EOE

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Call (432)267-6027, 
(432)213-1186.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS AND 
WAIT STAFF. ALSO TAKING 
APPLICATIONS FOR MAN-
AGEMENT POSITIONS. AP-
PLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. 
Avg. Pay  $20/hour or $57 K 
annually including Federal 
Benefits and OT. Paid Training 
Vacations. PT/FT. 
1-866-795-4058 USWA.

RAINBOW CHRISTIAN Pre-
school in need of a Van Driver/ 
Child Care Worker. Applicant 
should be older, mature individ-
ual with child care experience 
and good driving record. Come 
by 409 Goliad to apply.

Sterling County Nursing Home. 
RN/LV 6pm-6am. Fri.-Sat.-Sun. 
36 Hours for 40 hours. Contact 
Paula  (325)378-2134. 

ROUSTABOUT
Newpark Environmental Serv-
ices LLC., an established Oil-
field Service Company, has an 
immediate opening for a Roust-
about at its’ Big Spring, TX Lo-
cation. Some oilfield service 
experience is a plus! Rotating 
schedule. Hourly pay D.O.E. 
Impressive benefits package 
(eligible after 90 days of em-
ployment) that includes: 
Health, Dental, Life, Long and 
Short Term Disability, Paid Va-
cation and Sick Time, 401K 
Retirement Plan. We are an 
equal opportunity employer. 
EEO/AA.
Applicants can be completed 
Monday-Friday 8:00 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M. at:

Newpark Environmental 
Services LLC
500 N. Salem Road
Big Spring, TX 79720

For more information regarding 
this position please call 
(432)393-5965.

SALES REPS NEEDED 
Local Company Seeking expe-
rienced, motivated, energetic 
Sales associates. Must have 
great people skills, sales expe-
rience & calling experience. 
Call (432)599-8018 or Apply at 
Big Spring Pack and Ship.

SECURITY OFFICERS
Needed

Full & Part Time
Call (432)520-1573

Help Wanted
SECURITAS SECURITY is hir-
ing or 2 full time positions 
working at the Windmills, 20 
miles South of Big Spring. 
Shifts will vary, must be able to 
work weekends. Have reliable 
transportation, phone. No 
Criminal Record. Premium Pay. 
Apply 
www.securitasjob.com 
Please check the Lubbock, 
Midland, Odessa area. 
EOE/AAD, M/F, D/V, 
Lic#B14709.

SOS Staffing Now Hiring 
for Big Spring Area

Several positions open for 
Weatherford. Pay ranges from 
$10.00-$11.00. Call 
432-522-2232 for an appoint-
ment. **Background and 
Drug Screening Required**

WANTED SINGLE Hand 
Welders, Welders helpers, 
Structual Helpers. Some 
travel required. We have lo-
cal and out of town work. 
Drug screening required. 
Call 432-559-8432.

Water Quality Specialist
Full time position requires 
Bachelor’s degree in biology, 
chemistry or natural resources.  
Minimum 3 years work experi-
ence, self starter, ability to 
multi-task. Salary DOE, Vaca-
tion, Health, 457B, Defined 
Benefits Plan, Educational 
Benefits, EOE. Send resume 
to: CRMWD, PO Box 869, Big 
Spring, TX 79721.

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
FIREWOOD. PREMIUM OAK 
FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $285.00 Full Cord 
& $175.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

USED RESTUARANT equip-
ment, dinnerware, barnwood, 
furniture, southwest style 
chairs. Also have walk-in or 
deer cooler. Call 325-242-1664

Jobs Wanted
NEED YOUR  OFFICE 
CLEANED? Reasonable rate 
or set your own. Can clean on 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 
anytime. Sunday 1:00-5:00 
p.m. Call Kristen, 
432-466-3035, 264-0433.

Lost and Found
LOST 6 month old black & 
white kitten, black nose. An-
swers to “Oreo”. Lost  in the vi-
cinity of Navajo Dr. Reward. 
(432)267-5913

Miscellaneous
3 BICYCLES. (1) Rampage- 
hardtail,  (1) MGX- DXR and 
(1) Shimano- 18 speed Moun-
tain Sport SX (woman’s bike). 
Call 432-264-9900.

ADJUSTABLE BED base and 
mattress, list $2770, sell 
$1290, NEW.............................
100% Bonded microfiber 
sofa/love, brand new, lifetime 
warranty. $540. 806-549-3110.

BIGMAN OVERSIZED RE-
CLINER, brand new, BONDED 
microfiber, warranty-compare 
to Lane $799. Sell $450............
Dinette set & 4 chairs, solid 
wood, tile top, Boxed, will take 
$199. 806-549-3110.

INTERVIEWING ON THE SPOT
TUESDAY, JANUARY 22

11:00AM - 5:00PM
HIRING MIXER DRIVERS & MECHANIC
Mixer Driver must have Class A or B  CDL license

and a good driving record required.
Starting wages  is $12.00 and $12.50 with Mixer

experience.

Mechanic Performs mechanical repairs and mainte-
nance to mobile equipment. Starting wage is $11.50

and $12.50 with experience.
We offer an excellent benefits package including,

medical, dental, and 401k profit sharing.
Employment will include a 40 hour wage guarantee

and quarterly bonus plan.

Apply in person at
609 N. Benton Ave.
EOE/AA employer

9648

TRANSMIT MIX CONCRETE

7455 Cotton Strippers for sale
26 to choose from

1,000 to 3,000 hours
Pricing from $45,000 to $63,000

Many row configurations to choose from
For more information please call:
806-292-6147; 806-292-6157 or

806-292-6159 8687

WWEEAATTHHEERRFFOORRDD--  AA  &&  MM  CCOOMMPPOOSSIITTEESS

www.weatherford.com

Weatherford-A & M Composites in
Big Spring has some manufacturing
positions available in our winding,
grinding and cutting department.

Experience not necessary, we will train.

Apply in person at
Weatherford-A & M Composites

1409 East HWY 350, Big Spring, TX
No phone calls please

EOE
9683

WIND FARM OPPORTUNITIES!!
ELECTRICIAN, LINEMAN, SPLICER, 

OPERATOR, TOWER CLIMBER & LABORER

Electrical Contractor seeking dependable
Electrician’s, Linemen, Splicer’s, Operator’s,

Tower Climber’s & Laborer’s with 5 yr. exp. In
Commercial / Industrial. Drug Testing Req.

Excellent benefits.

Fax resume to Melissa @ 325-766-3032
8685

PAUL
MUSSLEWHITE

TRUCKING
is accepting

applications for
Yard Manager

Truck Supervisors
Vacuum Truck Drivers
Pump Truck Drivers
Wench Truck Drivers

Hot Oil  Drivers
Dispatchers
Mechanics

Competitive Wages
& Benefits

Pick up application at
Texas Work Force

Commission,
501 South Main

Suite 235, Big Spring
Post Office Building

2nd Floor 8608
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Miscellaneous
CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

CAL KING-KING orthoposture 
mattress set. Flame resistant. 
NEW FORFEIT $230................
Brand new queen pillowtop 
mattress set, in wrapper, $129. 
806-549-3110.

FOR SALE 2001 Turnabout 
Electric Rascal. New, never 
been used. Needs set of bat-
teries. $3,000.00 or price nego-
tiable. Call (432)263-6937.

Miscellaneous
FORMAL DINING 10 pc. dou-
ble pedestal table & 2 leafs, 6 
cushioned chairs, china hutch 
& buffet, estate quality. NEW & 
BOXED, list $4296, Sell $1995. 
806-549-3110.

TRAILERS FOR Sale: Heavy 
duty oil field trailer- 20x7, New 
750x16 tires, ramps, tie downs, 
electric jack....................... 
5x10 Enclosed Moving trailer. 
2002 Model. Metal floor, new 
tires. Excellent condition........... 
600 Feet 2-3/8 oilfield pipe, 
good for fencing- $1.50 per 
foot. 1301 East 4th, Bill Chrane 
432-213-0426.

National Ads
"CAN YOU Dig It?" Heavy 
Equipment School. 3wk train-
ing program. Backhoes, Bull-
dozers, Trackhoes. Local job 
placement asst. Start digging 
dirt Now. 866-362-6497 or 
888-707-6886. 

$25,000 REWARD for older 
Fender, Gibson, Gretsch, Mar-
tin, Mosrite, National guitars. 
Paying $500-$25,000+ Please 
call Crawford White, 
1-800-477-1233 x300, Nash-
ville,TN. 

DRIVERS - A Great Career!
England Transport now offers 
on the job CDL training. No 
credit check, no co-signers, No 
down payment Toll Free 
1-866-619-6081 Ad # 3120. 

National Ads
****$700.-$800,000 FREE
CASH GRANTS/ 
PROGRAMS-2008!, Personal 
bills, School, Business/Hous-
ing. Approx. $49 billion un-
claimed 2007! Almost Every-
one Qualifies! Live Operators 
Listings 1-800-592-0362 Ext. 
178. 

****$700.-$800,000.++ 2008!
FREE CASH GRANTS/PRO-
GRAMS! Never Repay! Per-
sonal/Medical bills, School, 
Housing, Business. AS SEEN 
ON T.V. Live Operators, List-
ings, Call 1-800-270-1213 Ext. 
176.

National Ads
**FREE CASH GRANTS/PRO-
GRAMS!** $700.-$800,000 
2008 Never Repay! Personal, 
Medical, Business, Real Es-
tate, School. No Credit check! 
Same Day processing! Live 
Operators! Listings 
1-800-274-5086 Ext. 177. 

ADRENALIN : C.W. TIFFIN'S 
SECOND FICTIONAL NOVEL. 
All humans possess the chemi-
cal 'Adrenalin' It's the body's 
fight or flight mechanism. In 
most, it lies dormant. But in ex-
treme situations, it can be un-
controllable and the results 
deadly! Go to: 
wwwtrafford.com/07-0380 or 
call: 1-888-232-4444. 

National Ads
ADULT HIGH School Diploma 
for home FAST! Nationally ac-
credited. Payment plan. 
FREE Brochure! 800-470-4723 
www.diplomaathome.com 

BODYGUARDS-COUNTER-
ASSAULT TEAMS!
Needed/USA & OVERSEAS 
$119-$220K year. Bodyguards 
$250-$750/day; 18 older 
615-885-8960 or 615-942-6978 
ext.600; 
www.International
Executives.NET

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS! 
Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $48 per 
hour / No Experience
Full Benefits / Paid Training
1-866-409-2663 ext. 22 
Closed Sundays. 
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®: 
Advice for those in need

National Ads
COMPLETE T-SHIRT PRINT 
SHOP! $1195.00+shipping 
Silkscreen equipment, sup-
plies+training video. Free Bro-
chure. Video & Manual only 
$19.95. 
www.homecashbusiness.com 
1-800-311-8962. 

DIRECTV SATELLITE Televi-
sion, FREE Equipment, FREE 
4 Room Installation, FREE HD 
or DVR Receiver Upgrade. 
Packages from $29.99/mo.
Call Direct Sat TV for details 
1-800-380-8939.

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast, Affordable, Accredited 
FREE Brochure. CALL NOW! 
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 592 
www.continentalacademy.com 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Graduate in 4 weeks! 
CALL TOLL FREE NOW! 
1-877-698-3540 
www.southeasternhs.com

MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get 
paid to shop! Retail/Dining es-
tablishments need undercover 
clients to judge quality/cus-
tomer service. Earn up to $150 
a day. Call 1-888-534-5015.

NOW HIRING Home Typists. 
$5000 Guaranteed in 30 Days. 
Apply Online: 
www.Job862.com 

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K 
Federal Benefits and OT. 
PT/F/T 1-866-483-1059 
USWA.

SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET .69 p/m 
Ladies Free!! 
1-800-201-TALK

STEEL BUILDINGS: 5 Only 
2)25x30, 3)30x40 Must Move!
Selling for Balance Owed/ Free 
Delivery! 1-800-462-7930x61.

STOP RENTING!!
Gov't & Bank Foreclosures! 
$0 to Low Down! No Credit 
Check! Call NOW! 
1-800-728-6701. 

TIMESHARES!!! TIRED of 
fees? Call Buyatimeshare.com 
to sell, rent or buy a timeshare.
Get free info today and get 
cash at closing. Call Now! 
1-877-379-6524. 

TRUCK DRIVERS
Wanted-Best Pay and Home 
Time! Apply Online Today 
over 750 Companies! One Ap-
plication, Hundreds of Offers! 
http://hammerlanejobs.com 

On the Farm
42 ACRES- Pasture Land for 
Lease or Rent. South Service 
Road in Coahoma. Call 
(936)646-4887.

Pets
AKC POMERANIANS Pup-
pies for sale.  1st shots given. 
Two white and two brown. 
Males $300.00 Females 
$350.00 each. Call 
(432)756-2288 or 664-3266. 

FOR SALE Chihuahua Puppy. 
Black head, black heart on 
right side. All markings on right 
side. House broke. Needs 
good loving family. Call 
(432)264-6763.

NEEDS GOOD home. Tan 
short-haired male puppy. Call 
432-267-7692.

Real Estate for Rent

$300/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 x 
F086.

1-1/2 DUPLEX at 502 Goliad. 
Stove & Refrigerator furnished. 
$270. month, $150. deposit. 
Call 432-267-7380.

1206 EAST 11th Place. 3 Bed-
room 2 bath, 2 car garage, 
CH/A, living/ dinning room. 
$950.00 Month plus deposit. 
No HUD. No Bills Paid. 
(432)267-2296.

2 BEDROOM 1 bath. Corner 
lot. Fenced yard front and 
back. $400. month.  Call 
432-263-4528 or 432-296-0277 
(cell).

Real Estate for Rent
2 Thru 6 Bedroom  Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions.  (432)263-3461 -Tom.
622 STATE 2 Bedroom, 1 
bath, CA/CH with garage. 
$500.00 month, $300.00.  No 
HUD. Call (432)270-3848.

706 WEST Marcy.  3 bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath, 2 car garage, fire-
place, hardwood floors. $1,000. 
month, $1000. deposit. Refer-
ences required. Call 
(432)213-2319, (432)267-8787.

804 SETTLES 2 Bdrm. 1 bath, 
CH/A.  $495.00 month, 
$300.00 deposit. 
432-263-1792, 432-816-9984. 

BUSINESS OFFICE Space 
900 feet- 4 Rooms Very nice. 
High Traffic. Plenty head-in 
parking.  Ideal for Beauty shop, 
Dog grooming or CPA Shop. 
307 Union Street. Call Mr. Bill 
Chrane (432)213-0426.

FURNISHED APT. extended 
stay hotel. Weekly $245.00 
plus tax, monthly $700.00 and 
up. Microwave and fridge. Call 
1-800-677-8175.

NICE BRICK Office Building at 
2000 South Birdwell Lane, 
3300 sq. feet, with 11 Offices 
and ample parking. $1500 Per 
month. Please Contact Lucy 
432-263-5000.

OLDER GENTLEMAN looking 
for Roommate to share ex-
penses and companionship. 
Nicely furnished 2 bedroom 
home. Call (432)264-7091.

RETAIL BUILDING on Gregg 
Street. 2200 sq. feet. $400.00 
Per month with 1 year lease. 
Please contact Lucy 
432-263-5000.

SHOP/ STORAGE- over head 
door and walk thru door 15x40. 
$200. Month, $200. deposit. 
Call (432)213-2319.

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Sunset Ridge Apartments

2911 W. Old Hwy 80
1 & 2 Bedrooms
432-263-2292

Real Estate for Sale
2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty. 
Call Maria (432)263-3461.
2810 CORONADO Ave. 2700 
sq feet, 4 bdrm, 3 bath, 3 living 
areas, fireplace, dishwasher, 
sprinkler system. $150K. Call 
432-816-4029 or 816-5397.

3 BDR-2 bath New Renova-
tions. Some new appliances, In 
ground pool, new pergo wood 
floors. No owner finance. Call 
432-213-4715 or 213-4703. 
Asking $86,500.00. 

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water 
well, duplex rentals. Call 
432-517-0642 for more info.

Auction
AUCTION- 

JANUARY 26, 2008  10A.M.
FOR BROCHURE 
OR INFO GO TO

www.hanawayauctioneers.com
Hanway Auctioneers lic. #7753

432-561-9992

Real Estate for Sale
BEAUTIFUL LOT- 125X170 
feet. Located 2517 East 25th. 
With a Beautiful view of South 
Mountain. Ideal for your dream 
home. Call Bill Chrane 
(432)213-0426.

BEAUTIFUL- 2002, 3000sq. ft. 
custom home on 9 acres. 4-5 
Bdrm, 3.5 bath, inground pool, 
horse stalls, huge storage 
shed. Price to Sale $259,00.00. 
Call 361-492-0270.

FORECLOSURE 3 bd, 2 ba 
Only $30,005!  Must see! For 
listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

ONE BEDROOM, one bath, 
with garage and carport. 
Fenced backyard. Owner will fi-
nance with $1,900 down, $290. 
month. Call (512)321-3333. 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE BIG 
SPRING, 2, 3, and 4 Bed-
rooms, complete remodels with 
new custom carpet and paint, 
kitchen cabinets, floors, 
counter-tops, bathrooms, A/C, 
fixtures, etc. You are approved 
with down payment. 
432-272-0048.

OWNER FINANCED Houses 
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore, 1518 
Wood and 508 State. Easy 
Terms. Call Reagan at 
432-634-6818.

Real Estate for Sale
OWNER FINANCE
TOUGH CREDIT OK
ONLY 5% DOWN
3726 Adams, 3 bed, 1 1/2 bath, 
CH/A. $44,900. Recorded info. 
432-687-2696.

OWNER FINANCE, $5000 
down. 1901 Morrison. Call 
(432) 264-9907.

OWNER FINANCE. 3 Bdrm, 2 
bath, 1600 square feet home- 
1518 Vines or Updated 4 
Bdrm, 1 bath- 605 Holvert. 
Easy Terms. Call 
325-277-4923.

Services Offered
RAINBOW CHRISTIAN Pre-
school now has openings in 
their 3 and 4 year old classes. 
If you need a safe, dependable 
Christian environment for your 
child come by 409 Goliad and 
apply.

Vehicles
1995 CHEVY Half ton pickup. 
Great condition. Runs good. 
$4,400.00. Call (432)213-6792.

2000 NIAGARA grey Lan-
drover 4 whl drive SUV, Dis-
covery II, dual electric sun-
roofs, hill descent, leather inte-
rior, 4 cyl V8 engine, electronic 
transmission w/normal, sport 
and manual modes, trailer 
hitch, front grill guard, 56000 
miles. $10,500.00. 
432-267-1953, 270-0348 or 
268-3067. 

2001 GMC SAHARA stepside, 
shortbed pick-up. $8,950.00 
OBO. In good condition. Call 
(432)466-3952 for more infor-
mation.

2005 NISSAN Altima 3.5 SE 
V6 with chrome rims and sun 
roof. Good Gas Mileage.  Very 
Clean. $11,500.00. Call 
(432)270-853l, 360-990-1767.

2006 CHEVROLET Silverado 4 
dr. HD white pickup, auto trans, 
V8 6000 engine, towing pkg., 
blown in bed liner. 18000 
miles. $21,000.00. 
432-267-1953, 270-0348 or 
268-3067.

FOR SALE: Clean 2002 1/2 
extended cab pickup one 
owner. Call 432-213-0653.

Legals
ESTRAY

NOTICE OF IMPOUNDMENT
OF ESTRAY

On the 10th day of January, 2008
I impounded the following estray;
Kind of Animal: Horse
Breed: Quarter 
Color: Red
Sex: Female
Age: Approximately 4
Size: Large
Brand, Marks, Identifying Charac-
teristics: None
and, on the 11th day of January, 
2008. I filed a Notice of Estray in 
the Estray Book of Glasscock 
County, Texas. 
I have made a diligent search of 
the register of recorded brands in 
Glasscock County, Texas, for the 
owner of said estray, and con-
tacted local owner of exotic fowl 
but the search did not reveal the 
owner.
Notice is hereby given that, if the 
ownership of said estray is not de-
termined. by the 9th day of Febru-
ary, 2008, said estray will be sold 
at public auction/ Sheriff’s Sale at 
500 N. Birdwell Lane (Big Spring 
Live Stock). 
Witness my hand this 11 day of 
January, 2008.
Royce Pruit #2702270
Sheriff of Glasscock County Texas
#5654 January 14 & 21, 2008

CITY OF BIG SPRING
PUBLIC NOTICE
January 17, 2008

THE BIG SPRING PLANNING 
AND ZONING COMMISSION WILL 
HOLD A SPECIAL SCHEDULED 
PUBLIC HEARING AT 5:30 P.M., 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 2008 IN 
THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
307 EAST 4th, BIG SPRING, 
TEXAS TO CONSIDER THE FOL-
LOWING:
Zone Change described as all of 
1515 E. FM 700 (1.79 acres within 
Blk 1, HLH Subdivision and .802 
acres within Lot 1, Block 1, Spring 
Creek Subdivision), 1509 E. FM 
700 (1.75 acres within Lot 1, Block 
1, Spring Creek Subdivision), and 
1513 E. FM 700 (.505 acres within 
SW part of Lot 1, Block 1, Spring 
Creek Subdivision) Howard 
County, Big Spring, Texas from Of-
fice (0) and Sup-8 to Heavy Com-
mercial (HC).
#5660 January 21 & 27, 2008

$299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

538 Westover                                     263-1252     
Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

32
24

0

+ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

New Appliances &
Fixtures

Dish Network w/300+

Channels Incl 34 Latino

Hi-speed Wireless
Internet

Picnic/BBQ Area

New Laundry & Vending

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432) 714-4840

South Plains Apts
Effiicciienccy,  1  &  22  Bdrmss

27
09

9

ANSWERS
Today’s Aquarius sun

and Cancer moon
combination is
emotionally liberating.
Think jumping from a
warm bath into a cold
plunge — shocking! Or
taking your afternoon tea
in an electronica
discotheque —
unexpected! If encounters
with the new or different
stir your sentiments and
rouse your soul, your
mood is in sync with this
lively day. 

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19).
What you
once saw as
impossible
is now just
another
thing you
do. You’re a
superstar in
that certain
area of your
life. Now
translate your success in
one area into the area of
your life that could use
help.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Getting into a new
partnership isn’t favored,
but improving the
partnership you’re
already in is an excellent
use of your energy.

Agree to work things
out, no matter what
comes up.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). There’s always a
method to your madness.
Communicate it well, or
keep your whole plan a
secret. Either way, you
save yourself from
having to deal with silly
questions and roadblocks. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You’re a social wiz as
you make casual
connections into valuable
ones. What was hidden is
made obvious now. You
have two fine choices:
accept it or change it. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Tonight, the plot to your
personal life thickens
with the addition of a
new character. This
person is like a riddle
wrapped in a mystery
wrapped in an enigma —
which is what keeps you
coming back for more.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You’re taking action
to boost your support
system. Start by noticing

the nice things a loved
one does. It’s the best
thing you can do to
attract more sweet
attention. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Strangers smile. Parking
places open up at the
correct time. A lost object
comes back to you in an
unusual way. Life is
working out favorably for
you in both the small and
big pictures.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Most opportunities
you find in life do not
come through cold calls.
Today brings an
exception. Reach out to
someone you don’t know
from Adam — and do it
again and again until you
make a valuable
connection. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). There’s much to
learn before you can
move forward with your
goals. You find all you
need to know by asking
good questions and
knowing when to remain
silent. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Others may
demand that you’re ultra-
accountable, explaining
your every move, big or
small. You’re still in the
“building trust” phase
with someone, but you’ll
be moving past this
shortly.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You’re an expert
at sales, even if what you
are selling is just a sense
of optimism or a belief in
human goodness. You’re
not ignoring the facts but
reflecting them in a way
that creates the desired
perception. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). A change of scenery
would be good, but a
different cast of
characters would be even
better. New blood
transforms an old scene,
especially if the blood in
question belongs to a
Sagittarius.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “Is there
really such a thing as a
soul mate? If so, where’s
mine? I was born July 12,
1972, in Italy.”

On a mystical level,
finding your soul mate
may mean reuniting with
a person from your past,
someone you’ve known in

your recent past (say,
your high school
sweetheart) or a person
from your very distant
past (a past life). But
astrology can be concrete.
Our wheel is a pattern of
energy, so we can look at
the “types” of partners
that will hook our hearts
— and hook into the
heart memories and
relationship patterns we
carry forward from the
past. From this
perspective, we don’t
have just one soul mate,
and not all soul mates are
romantic. How do you
know when you’ve met
your soul mate? They’re
familiar. There’s
synchronicity and
excitement when you
meet. You just feel right
together. You feel like
you’ve clicked into a
person connected with
your destiny. As a Cancer
sun, your intuition links
powerfully to your heart
memories. You’ll
recognize your soul mate
by how he or she makes
you feel. As Pluto enters
your partnership sector
this month, you and all
Cancers meet key players
that move mountains.
December 2008 brings
soul-mate appearances for
you. 

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Politically incorrect Bill
Maher is definitively
Aquarian, with overtones
of Capricorn. Of
Aquarius’s two planetary
rulers, Uranus and
Saturn, Bill’s Uranus is
stronger, in Leo. Bill
runs the risk of
alienating others, falling
into the Aquarian habit
of valuing stubborn
principle over kindness
— both traits shared by
the water bearer. There’s
artfulness to being
upfront.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

® 2008 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC.
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Dear Annie: I am 15 years
old and recently ended a
seven-month relationship
with “David.” I broke up
with him partly because I
was very unhappy (I never
cried so much in my life)
and also because I was
falling for “Howard.” 

About three weeks after
the breakup, Howard asked
me out and, of course, I
said yes. Well, let me tell
you, it’s only been a month,
but I have never been
happier. Howard is a
perfect gentleman, funny,
sweet, a straight-A student,
on the track team and an
all-around wonderful guy. 

The problem is my
mother does not approve of
my being with Howard. She
constantly spoke poorly of
David and was always
telling me to dump him for
someone better. When I told
my mother about Howard, I
thought she’d be delighted
to know I found someone so
amazing. Instead, she
became upset. She won’t let
me go anywhere with him,
says she has no desire to
meet him and won’t
acknowledge him as my
boyfriend, saying we should
not be together. Every time
I ask her why, she either
responds with “because” or
“you’ll understand later.” 

Howard has made every
effort to get to know my
parents. Dad thinks he’s a
nice guy, but Mom ignores
him. This makes me sad
because her approval means
the world to me. I know if
Mom gave him a chance,
she would absolutely adore
him. How can I make that
happen?  — Confused 

Dear Confused: Your
mother doesn’t want you to
be too involved with any

guy because you are 15 and
a serious boyfriend might
create situations for which
you are unprepared. Ask
your mother if she will
permit you to go
somewhere with Howard if
there are several other
friends with you. If she
refuses, please respect that.
You won’t gain her
approval by sneaking
around. Instead, ask if it’s
OK to invite Howard to
spend time at your home,
where your parents can get
to know him gradually. If
she still refuses, enlist your
father’s help to find out
why.

Dear Annie: How
appropriate is it for middle-
age men to ask younger
women for a friendly hug? 

I encounter co-workers on
a regular basis. I am a little
put off by men older than
my father asking me,
“Where’s my hug?” I
genuinely like a few of
them, but my “creep meter”
has been going off a lot
lately. Asking for hugs
seems a little

presumptuous, not to
mention it makes my skin
crawl. What should I do? —
A Wave is Fine for Me 

Dear Wave: The age of
these men should not be a
factor. Simply put your
hands on the guy’s
shoulders to hold him at a
brief distance, smile
broadly and say, “It’s great
to see you!” Then move
your attention (and your
body) elsewhere. If
necessary, tell them you are
not comfortable with all the
hugging. And anyone who
grabs you more closely than
you like should be given a
clear signal to back off. 

Dear Annie: I am writing
in response to “Crazy Not
Stupid,” who feels she is too
mentally unstable to hold a
job. 

Mental illness can be
grounds for disability under
Social Security. It’s not
easy to qualify, but if this
woman believes she is too
ill to work and her
therapist agrees, she should
contact the Social Security
Administration about
applying for benefits. If she
qualifies, this would help
her financial situation as
well as demonstrate to her
husband that she truly is
unable to work. 

People forget that Social
Security isn’t just
retirement income. It
provides disability benefits
as well. — Mary S.
Sheridan, Ph.D., ACSW,
Licensed Social Worker and
Professor of Social Work,
Hawaii Pacific University 

Dear Dr. Sheridan:
Thanks for your expertise.
We hope “Crazy Not
Stupid” will check into it
and see if she qualifies.

® 2008 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
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COUNCIL
Continued from Page 1A

McEwen — who recent-
ly addressed and discred-
ited rumors surrounding
the transfer — said accu-
sations that any council
members don’t have the
center and its seniors’
best interests at heart are
baseless.

“There isn’t a single
person on the city council
that isn’t looking to make
the Senior Center the best
it can possibly be,” said
McEwen. “Why else
would we agree to take it
over? To go in and start
cutting services or charg-
ing for them? That doesn’t
make any sense at all.”

The council is also

expected to consider
applying for grants from
the Texas Department of
Aging and Disability
Services and Area Agency
on Aging of the Permian
Basin.

Among the other items
listed on Tuesday’s meet-
ing agenda are:

• Final reading of a res-
olution authorizing the
mayor to execute a lease
agreement with Fibercom
Inc., otherwise known as
Fiberod.

• Acceptance of meeting
minutes from several
municipal boards and
committees.

• Award bid for lease
purchase financing for
various equipment and
capital improvements.

• An update from
Parkhill, Smith and

Cooper regarding ongoing
bond projects.

• First reading of an
ordinance approving the
petition of Oncor Electric
Delivery Company LLC to
modify its lighting ser-
vice tariff pursuant to the
Energy Policy Act of 2005.

• Consideration of
approving an incentive
agreement between
Moore Development for
Big Spring and Amerimex
Rig Movers and
Amerimex Drilling 1 to
provide financial assis-
tance for relocation of
operations and construc-
tion of facilities in Big
Spring.

• Emergency reading of
a resolution authorizing
the execution and deliv-
ery of equipment
Schedule No. 05 under an

existing master lease
agreement, an escrow
agreement and related
instruments.

• Emergency reading of
a resolution authorizing
the city manager to exe-
cute an agreement with
Patriot Industrial
Services Inc. for the sale
of tin and other sheet
metal at the city landfill.

• First reading of an
ordinance amending ordi-
nance No. 28-2007 provid-
ing for increasing the
Motel Tax Fund budget
for the purpose of funding
the construction and
resurfacing of the Rose
Magers Walking Trail at
Comanche Trail Park.

• First reading of an
ordinance amending
Chapter 1, Article 1 of the
Code of Ordinances enti-

tled “In General” by
amending Section 1-22
entitled “Report to
Council Required” to pro-
vide the city attorney
shall report quarterly to
the city council concern-
ing any new claims pre-
sented during the preced-
ing quarter and any
change in status of pend-
ing claims.

• Emergency reading of
a resolution authorizing
the city manager to exe-
cute a grant application
for the Juvenile
Accountability Incentive
Block Grant from the
Criminal Justice Division
of the Texas Governor’s
Office.

• First reading of a reso-
lution authorizing the
mayor to execute an elec-
tion services contract

with the Howard County
Elections Administrator
and a joint election agree-
ment with Big Spring
Independent School
District.

• Approval of quarterly
investment report.

• Discussion and consid-
eration of a study and
transition plan for barrier
removal and installation
of curb ramps in accor-
dance with Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com.

REBATES
Continued from Page 1A

cent mark — at 20.62 —
was Lamesa, which
received $93,207.80 this
month compared to
$77,270.90 a year ago.

Lubbock fell a little
short to start the new
year. That city took in
$3,571,085.40, this year
compared to $3,636,425.56
in January 2007, a deficit

of 1.79 percent.
Midland collected

$2,634,284.96 for January
2008. That’s 6.77 percent
more than the
$2,467,056.60.

Monahans brought in
$112,380.62 this month, an
8.98 percent increase
when compared to the
$103,112.02 received in
January 2007.

Odessa enjoyed a 7.41
percent upswing in rev-
enues, comparing the
$1,749,843.98 received this

month to the $1,629,099.67
collected a year ago.

Pecos, which ended 2007
at  plus 54.5 percent, con-
tinued major gains in
January. The city
brought in $131,589.59 this
month, 67.23 percent high
than the $78,687.75 taken
in during January 2007.

A 9.96 percent increase
greeted San Angelo,
which brought in
$1,445,959.74, compared to
$1,314,918.98 a year ago.

Snyder brought in

$238,408.12, a whopping
42.63 percent increase
over the $167,144.78 col-
lected in January 2007.

Even higher was a 97.38
percent increase
embraced at Stanton,
where officials compared
this month’s receipts of
$24,085.08 to $12,202.36 a
year earlier.

Sweetwater brought in
$207,683.88 this month, up
6.47 percent compared to
the $195,057.46 received in
January 2007.

Contact News Editor Bill
McClellan at 263-7331, ext.
235, or by e-mail at news-
desk@bigspringherald.co
m.

VOLUNTEERS
Continued from Page 1A

tax season.
“We’ll begin doing taxes

at the Senior Center from
8 a.m. until noon on
Monday, Feb. 4, and con-
tinuing each Monday at
those same times through
the April tax deadline,”
said Hopkins. “For those
that are homebound and
can’t get to the center
with their tax informa-
tion, if they will call us,

we’ll be happy to pick up
the information and get
the taxes ready.”

For area residents inter-
ested in volunteering
with the annual program,
Hopkins said it can be a
very rewarding experi-
ence.

“We prefer the volun-
teers have some computer
knowledge,” said
Hopkins, “but we’re cer-
tainly not going to turn
anyone away. There are a
lot of different ways to
help with the program,
from actually preparing

the forms to helping in a
receptionist-type position.
It’s a great way to help
others, and when you see
the look on someone’s
face when they find out
they are actually getting a
refund makes it all worth
while.”

The Senior Center is
located at 1901 Simler
Drive on the McMahan-
Wrinkle Airpark. For
more information on the
program and volunteer-
ing, contact Hopkins at
267-6733.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com.
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SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

Phone: (432) 263-5517                                1701 Lancaster
Big Spring, TX 79720

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider”

CALL US FOR YOUR FARMING
RANCHING AND LIVESTOCK NEEDS.

33567

QUICK CASH REBATES
The Quick Way to Payday

We’ll cash your personal check in minutes, deposit it on your next
payday, up to 14 days, give you the money you need, the long 

distance you want and the discount you deserve!
Requirements For Service: 1) Valid Picture ID

2) Verification Of Income
3) Most Recent Checking Account Statement

612 S. Gregg          Big Spring, Texas        432-263-4400
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MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Margaret Rigdon, 73,
died Friday. Funeral
Services will be at 2 p.m.
Monday at The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints with burial at
Coahoma Cemetery .  

Donald Wayne Wilcher,
49, died Saturday.
Funeral services will be
at 1 p.m. Tuesday at
Myers & Smith Chapel.
Burial will be at Mt.
Olive Memorial Park .
The family will receive
friends from 7 p.m. until
8 p.m. Monday at Myers
& Smith Funeral Home. 

1801 East FM 700    (432) 263-2232

◆ ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (PG)   4:50 PM  7:20 PM

◆ THE BUCKET LIST (PG-13) 4:50 PM  7:10 PM  9:40 PM 

◆ CLOVERFIELD (PG-13)   5:00 PM  7:30 PM

◆ THE WATER HORSE: LELGEND OF THE DEEP (PG)   4:30 PM  7:00 PM

ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

VALID 1/21/08 THRU 1/24/08
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ♦ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Showtimes available at cinemark.com

9563

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child

Up to 10 People
(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 1/31/08
9479

TTEXASEXAS NNEWSEWS BBRIEFSRIEFS
Ban on commercial fishing of baitfish eyed

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department is scheduled this week to consid-
er restricting the commercial fishing of menhaden, a
baitfish that sport fishermen want to protect because
of its role in the marine ecosystem.

Any change would mostly affect Omega Protein, a
Houston-based company that dominates the industry
nationwide and uses a fishing practice that vacuums
menhaden out of the water.

Most of the 1.2 billion pounds of menhaden harvest-
ed annually from the Gulf of Mexico comes from
Louisiana waters. Texas accounts for about 50 million
pounds a year, the department said.

The fish are ground into fishmeal for the livestock
and aquaculture industries. They’re also used to make
omega-3 fish oil dietary supplements.

Chicken pox cases up despite vaccine
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Texas recorded a 41 percent

increase in cases of chicken pox from 2005 to 2007,
despite an eight-year-old requirement that children be
vaccinated before they can enter kindergarten.

Texas enacted the vaccine requirement for the 2000-
2001 school year, but has not mandated a booster for
children between the ages of 4 and 6.

A federal advisory committee recommended last year
that children get the second dose, after an initial dose
at age 1. Texas Department of State Health Services
officials said they will study the booster this spring to
decide if it too should be required in schools and day
care centers.

San Antonio pediatrician Dr. Dianna Burns said she
has started seeing a few cases of the virus this season,
which normally lasts from late winter through spring.
She said most parents agree when she offers the boost-
er.

Group takes statements about UFO sightings
DUBLIN (AP) — Interviewers with the Mutual UFO

Network met with about 200 people who said they saw
something mysterious in the night skies over
Stephenville in late December and early January.

“We believe there is some sort of phenomenon in
action here,” said Kenneth Cherry, director of the net-
work’s Texas chapter. “We see a pattern. But it will
take months to investigate.”

The network is dedicated to “scientific study of UFOs
for the benefit of humanity,” according to its Web site.

While members of the organization met Saturday
with the witnesses, at least a couple hundred onlook-

ers gathered as well, some wearing aluminum-foil
hats.

Several dozen people — including a pilot, county con-
stable and business owners — insist they have seen a
large silent object with bright lights flying low and
fast. Some reported seeing fighter jets chasing it.

Corpus Christi police officer killed in wreck
CORPUS CHRISTI (AP) — A 25-year-old police officer

died in a car wreck early Sunday while he was
responding to an assault report, police said.

Matthew Thebeau was apparently trying to avoid a
motorcycle that was going out of control when his
patrol car struck the middle barrier of Crosstown
Expressway, witnesses told police.

Police Chief Bryan Smith said Thebeau’s car slid
along the barrier for about 50 yards and then struck a
light pole and a beam supporting a sign. The officer
was ejected from the car and was struck by at least one
car.

Thebeau was rushed to the hospital, where he was
pronounced dead, Smith said.

Volkswagen-sized skull sold at auction
DALLAS (AP) — A four-tusk mastodon skull thought

to be the largest of its kind was sold at auction Sunday
for $191,200.

Dallas-based Heritage Auction Galleries featured the
piece at its Natural History Auction. Another item, a
26-pound gold nugget from Mexico known as the Boot
of Cortez, sold for nearly $1.6 million.

The Volkswagen-sized mastodon skull, discovered in
a gravel pit in La Grange in 2004, received the most
attention.

Joe Taylor, director and curator of the Mt. Blanco
Fossil Museum in Crosbyton, preserved and restored
the piece with a team of volunteers.

San Marcos fire kills 1, displaces 15
SAN MARCOS (AP) — A woman was killed and 15

people were displaced by a fire that damaged part of an
apartment complex, city officials said.

Fire Chief Mike Baker said Sunday that the victim’s
name was being withheld pending notification of her
relatives.

The fire broke out about 6:15 p.m. Saturday at the
Palm Square Apartments. The fire caused heavy dam-
age to one apartment, while others sustained smoke
and water damage.

The American Red Cross was assisting those dis-
placed by the fire.

Justice of the Peace Margie Hernandez ordered an
autopsy of the body of the victim, who was found in
the burned apartment.

HSU player remembered day after fatal crash
ABILENE (AP) — Hardin-Simmons cornerback

Brentdrick Walker, killed a day earlier in a motorcy-
cle accident, was tearfully remembered Sunday by his
teammates.

Witnesses reported seeing Walker traveling east on
North 10th Street in Abilene at a high rate of speed on
Saturday afternoon and veer to avoid hitting a car that
had entered the intersection, police said.

“The driver of the other car saw the motorcyclist
after he began to enter the intersection and stopped,”
police Sgt. Doug Wrenn said. “The motorcyclist, in an
attempt to avoid a collision, veered right and laid the
bike down on the side. In doing so, he slid into the dri-
ver’s side of the car.”

The driver of the Nissan 350 Z, Abilene resident
Arthur Traylor, 60, was unharmed.

Walker, who was wearing a helmet, was taken to
Hendrick Medical Center, where he was pronounced
dead.

“Obviously, it is a horrible tragedy,” Hardin-
Simmons football coach Jimmie Keeling said.

“He was a super young person that had tried to do
everything right with us,” Keeling said. “He was a fun-
loving kid that did whatever we asked him to do. It is
always tragic when you lose someone at such a young
age.”

Police are trying to determine the speed of the motor-
cycle before it crashed and await toxicology reports.

Federal study backs land claim by Tigua tribe
AUSTIN (AP) — A new federal study supports long-

held claims by an American Indian tribe that the state
of Texas stole 36 square miles of tribal territory in El
Paso.

Now, members of the Ysleta Pueblo del Sur, known
as the Tiguas, are trying to determine what to do with
the information in the study.

The territory, which the tribe lost in 1871 when the
Texas Legislature used it to incorporate the town of
Ysleta, is now home to tens of thousands of homes and
businesses.

“The real huge problem here is what do you do about
it?” Tom Diamond, the attorney for the tribe, told the
newspaper.

The tribe says it does not plan to evict anyone, or to
use the report as leverage to resolve their conflict with
the state over the reopening of the tribe’s Speaking
Rock Casino.

The Tiguas maintain that Texas Legislature’s seizure
of the tribe’s land violates the Indian Nonintercourse
Act passed by Congress many years earlier. The Act
invalidated any sale of Indian land by individuals or
states not sanctioned “at some public treaty, held
under the authority of the United States.”
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Looking at race’s role in ‘the race’

GOP saying, ‘Old warrior, go home?’EDITORIAL
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

OOURUR VVIEWSIEWS

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. orga-
nized a massive march on Washington, D.C., on Aug.
28, 1963. On the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, he
evoked the name of Lincoln in his “I Have a Dream”
speech, which is credited with mobilizing supporters of
desegregation and prompted the 1964 Civil Rights Act.
The next year, Dr. King was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize. Today, on the national holiday set aside in his
honor, we feel it only fitting to print the text from his
most famous speech.

II am happy to join with you today in what will go
down in history as the greatest demonstration for
freedom in the history of our nation.

Five score years ago, a great
American, in whose symbolic shadow
we stand today, signed the
Emancipation Proclamation. This
momentous decree came as a great
beacon light of hope to millions of
Negro slaves who had been seared in
the flames of withering injustice. It
came as a joyous daybreak to end the
long night of their captivity.

But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not
free. One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is
still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and
the chains of discrimination. One hundred years later,
the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the
midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hun-
dred years later, the Negro is still languishing in the
corners of American society and finds himself an
exile in his own land. So we have come here today to
dramatize a shameful condition.

In a sense we have come to our nation’s capital to
cash a check. When the architects of our republic
wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and
the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a
promissory note to which every American was to fall
heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, black
men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the
unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

It is obvious today that America has defaulted on
this promissory note insofar as her citizens of color
are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obliga-
tion, America has given the Negro people a bad check,
a check which has come back marked “insufficient
funds.” But we refuse to believe that the bank of jus-
tice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are
insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of
this nation. So we have come to cash this check — a
check that will give us upon demand the riches of
freedom and the security of justice. We have also
come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the
fierce urgency of now. This is no time to engage in the
luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug
of gradualism. Now is the time to make real the
promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise from
the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sun-
lit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our
nation from the quick sands of racial injustice to the
solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make
justice a reality for all of God’s children.

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the
urgency of the moment. This sweltering summer of
the Negro’s legitimate discontent will not pass until 

See DREAM, Page 6A

LLETTERETTER POLICIESPOLICIES
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com
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May we claim Your power, Lord, for ourselves.
Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

RR
ush Limbaugh launches
daily rants against John
McCain. Fellow conserva-
tive radio talk-show host

Laura Ingraham dismissed the
Arizona senator on Wednesday as
“the Democrats’ favorite
Republican.” Hugh
Hewitt blogged on
Townhall.com that a
vote for McCain “is a
vote for an old war-
rior way past his
prime and the
prospect of three
debates against
Barack Obama in
which the age and
energy gap goes
unremarked upon
while devastatingly
obvious.”

A washed-up old warrior?
McCain deserves more respect for
risking his life in Vietnam and
enduring five years in a
Vietnamese POW camp, as he
refused his captors’ offer to free
him. Of course, engaged
Republicans have a right to criti-
cize McCain on the issues — but
they go too far, and they are sabo-
taging their party’s chances in
November. 

According to the
RealClearPolitics.com polling aver-
age, McCain is the nationwide
front-runner in the Republican
primary. Why bloody a man who
could be your party’s nominee,
unless you see ideological purity
as more important than winning
in 2008? 

Sure, Mac-bashers admit, he’s

good on Iraq and the war on ter-
rorism, but look at his apostasies.
McCain co-authored a campaign-
finance reform bill that enraged
far-right (and far-left) advocacy
groups. He co-authored global-
warming legislation with then-
Democratic Sen. Joe Lieberman.
McCain infuriated the GOP base
last year when he championed an
immigration bill that would have
set up a path to citizenship for
illegal immigrants. The bill
tanked, and deservedly so, but not
before McCain gratuitously insult-
ed bill critics. I have to think that
what really sticks in the
Limbaugh/Ingraham/Hewitt collec-
tive craw is the fact that McCain
has been a darling of the media.
And some Democrats and indepen-
dents say they could vote for him.

Like those are bad things in an
election year.

Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Okla.,
returned my call from South
Carolina after he had endorsed
McCain on Wednesday. When I
noted that some Republicans say
that McCain is not really a conser-
vative, Coburn answered, “What
I’ve seen in the three years that
I’ve been in the Senate would dis-
pute that.”

Before the big 2006 GOP election
losses, Coburn and McCain were
fierce opponents of Republican
pork-barrel spending. Because
they are good small-government
conservatives, both were willing
to buck spend-happy party leaders.
Coburn strongly disagreed with
McCain on the immigration bill,
but he remains impressed with

McCain’s “willingness to lose for
himself so America gains.”

“Is McCain the most conserva-
tive conservative? No, that’s me,”
Coburn remarked. “But can I
endorse John McCain and feel
comfortable for the future of my
grandkids? You bet.” Note: It’s
also important for Coburn that he
thinks McCain can win in
November. 

As for the McCain-baiters, if
they feel the need to bash McCain
with no restraints, it must be
because they fear mightily that
voters may grant him the nomina-
tion. 

Their McCain pile-on would not
be so egregious if only the White
House — and the perks of politics
— were at stake. With 165,000
troops serving in Iraq and 26,000
serving in Afghanistan,
Republican voters must guard
more than their party purity.
They have to vote — and at times
hold their tongues — with an eye
on what is most important: Iraq.

As public support for the war
has eroded, it has been dishearten-
ing to watch Democrats, who once
supported the war, drop the ball
on Iraq. Now, to watch
Republicans bloody McCain, when
they should be concentrating on
keeping an anti-war Democrat
from becoming commander in
chief — well, it makes me wonder
how much they want to win.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.
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t was probably inevitable. A
woman running against a
black: How could gender and
race not be an issue? Even if

she was running as the most expe-
rienced candidate and he was run-
ning a campaign to transcend
race, dynamite ultimately
explodes.

The gender issue
exploded in New
Hampshire through
her tears. If she did-
n’t cry, she came
close; her eyes welled
up. That, on its own,
might not have been
enough if the guys —
from her opponent
John Edwards to the
scores of reporters
and pundits with
nothing else to talk about — had-
n’t jumped all over her for it. And
then the backlash hit, with women
moving to her side in numbers
large enough to make all the pre-
election polls turn out to have
been wrong. I can criticize my
mother, but you can’t. Women can
say they don’t like Hillary, but it’s
quite another thing when a bunch
of guys suggest she’s not tough
enough to be president. If Hillary
isn’t tough, who is?

Now the race issue has exploded,
triggered by Hillary’s comment
that “it took a president” to enact
the civil rights laws, which was
clearly not intended as a slight on
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., but as
another effort to stay on the mes-

sage of rhetoric versus experience,
talk versus action. That was her
theme in the closing days of the
New Hampshire campaign. It was,
in fact, Obama’s credentials she
was calling into account, not
King’s. But the Obama people,
among others, seized on the com-
ment to fan a few flames. 

Who could blame them? It’s one
thing to transcend race when
you’re running in states that have
long been criticized for being too
white to represent accurately the
diversity of the Democratic Party,
and quite another to do so when
you’re heading to South Carolina,
where half of the Democratic vot-
ers are African-American, or
Nevada, which was allowed to
move its caucuses earlier in the
process, ahead of Super Duper
Tuesday, precisely because of its
significant Hispanic population.

The problem is that playing with
fire, as Clinton and Obama have
been doing in the latest edition of
the race war, risks everyone get-
ting burned. As Jesse Jackson’s
candidacy amply demonstrated in
both 1984 and 1988, there are cer-
tain states where being the “black
candidate,” as he was, is a decided
advantage in a Democratic prima-
ry. It’s worth remembering that in
the first Super Tuesday go-round,
back in 1984, when the Southern
states moved up together in the
hopes of influencing the nomina-
tion process in a conservative
direction, the unintended conse-
quence was to give a boost to the

Jackson effort: He won more
states on that Super Tuesday than
either of his white opponents. 

But, as Michael Dukakis’ 1988
success over Jackson demonstrat-
ed, there are even more states
where being the white candidate
running against the black candi-
date — even if no one ever says it
quite that way, and we were care-
ful not to — is all you need to do
to coast to the nomination.
Americans may or may not be
ready to elect a president who
happens to be black, but if race is
the issue, rather than something
the candidate transcends, the odds
get much longer. 

That’s why Obama was smart to
extend the olive branch on the
race issue, as he did this week,
and try to end this particular
squabble. It’s not just because it’s
ridiculous to accuse the Clintons,
of all people, of racial insensitivi-
ty. It’s because, in the end, it’s not
a fight Obama can win, even if it
is one Hillary can lose. The genius
of the Obama campaign has been
the candidate’s ability to reach out
to white voters in a way that
makes it possible to imagine that
the country might actually be
ready for a candidate who happens
to be black. 

Fighting about race is a
reminder of just how far we have
come, and of how easy it would be
to slip back. 
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‘Dream’ speech
still resonates
45 years later
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By STEVE KARNOWSKI
Associated Press Writer

MINNEAPOLIS — When a Duluth-based operator of
hospitals and clinics purged the pens, notepads, coffee
mugs and other promotional trinkets drug companies
had given its doctors over the years, it took 20 shop-
ping carts to haul the loot away.

The operator, SMDC Health System, intends to ship
the 18,718 items to the west African nation of
Cameroon.

The purge underscored SMDC’s decision to join the
growing movement to ban gifts to doctors from drug
companies.

SMDC scoured its four hospitals and 17 clinics
across northeastern Minnesota and northwestern
Wisconsin for clipboards, clocks, mouse pads, stuffed
animals and other items decorated with logos for such
drugs as Nexium, Vytorin and Lipitor.

Trinkets, free samples, free food and drinks, free
trips and other gifts have pervaded the medical pro-
fession, but observers say that’s starting to change.

“We just decided for a lot of reasons we didn’t want
to do that any longer,” Dr. Kenneth Irons, chief of
community clinics for SMDC, said Friday.

So SMDC put together a comprehensive conflict-of-
interest policy that, among other things, limits access
to its clinics by drug company representatives.
Employees suggested the “Clean Sweep” trinket
roundup, Irons said.

Ken Johnson, a spokesman for the Pharmaceutical
Research and Manufacturers of America, had heard of
hospitals and clinics banning promotional items
before, but said SDMC’s purge was unprecedented.

“I’ve never seen nor heard of a systematic roundup
of pens and coffee mugs before,” Johnson said. “It’s a
bit draconian. But the onus is on us now to do a bet-
ter job of explaining the job and the importance of
marketing representatives. Unfortunately there are a
lot of cynics in America who want to think the worst.”

SDMC’s effort was motivated by a desire to show
patients that its 450 doctors were serious about keep-
ing prescription drug costs down and making unbi-
ased medical decisions, Irons said.

The backlash against the cozy relationships between
doctors and drug makers gained steam from article in
the Journal of the American Medical Association in
2006. It said research had shown that even cheap gifts,
such as pens, can affect doctors’ prescribing decisions.

The Prescription Project, funded by the Pew
Charitable Trusts, was founded to promote the JAMA
article’s recommendations for countering aggressive
marketing to physicians by the pharmaceutical and
medical device industries.

Marcia Hams, assistant director of the project, said
she too hadn’t heard of a roundup like SDMC’s, but
hopes other health organizations follow its lead.

“This seems like a pretty aggressive way to kick off
a policy like that,” she said. “It sends an important
message, I think, for how a strict policy can be imple-
mented in an effective way.”

Minnesota health system
purges hospitals, clinics
of drug company trinkets

AP photo

Duluth Clinic neurology department manager Gwen
Cressman sorts through some of the 18,718 pens,
notepads and other drug company trinkets purged from the
St. Mary's Duluth Clinic health system as part of its "Clean
Sweep" initiative in Duluth, Minn.

Nothing beats the fresh flavor of
an elegant and simply prepared
salmon, especially following
weeks of gluttonous holiday eat-
ing. With a rich flavor all its own,
there’s no need to “dress up” a
salmon fillet with creamy sauces
or decadent condiments. This
week’s recipe highlights the
unique flavor of fennel, accented
by the tangy notes of fresh lemon.

Salmon, often categorized as a
“fatty fish,” is a rich source of
omega-3 fat. Research suggests
that omega-3 fat, frequently lack-
ing in the diets of non-seafood
eaters, may lower heart disease
risk and reduce the symptoms of
arthritis and other inflammatory
conditions.

The beautiful pink-orange hue of
the fish (in nature, a result of the
wild salmon feeding on small
crustaceans) is a nice contrast to
the green and ivory fennel. The
presentation of this dish calls for
serving the fillets atop a bed of
raw fennel fronds, creating a sim-
ple, clean and delicious plate.

Fennel, actually a member of the
carrot family, resembles a bunch
of celery with feathery green
leaves. 

With a slight anise or licorice
flavor, fennel is frequently served
following the meal in Indian
restaurants, as it is known to have
a soothing effect on digestion and
sweetens the breath. 

Fennel can be eaten raw or
cooked. Here, the fennel bulbs are
sliced thin and lightly braised in
broth. The fronds serve as gar-
nish.

Roasted Salmon on a Bed of
Braised Fennel

Nonstick cooking spray
4 skinned salmon fillets (about 4

oz. each)
2 tsp. olive oil
2 tsp. honey mustard, divided
Salt and freshly ground black pep-

per, to taste
2 small fennel bulbs with fronds
1 cup fat free, reduced-sodium

chicken or vegetable broth
1 lemon cut into quarters

Preheat the oven to 500 degrees.
Spray a rimmed baking sheet or
shallow roasting pan with non-
stick cooking spray.

Rinse the salmon fillets and pat
them dry. Place the fillets in the
prepared baking dish and brush
with olive oil. Spread 1/2 tsp.

honey mustard on top of each fil-
let. Season with salt and pepper.
Roast until firm and opaque
throughout, around 9 to 10 min-
utes per inch of thickness.

Wash and dry the fennel bulbs
with their fronds. While the fish
is cooking, chop the fronds off of
the fennel bulbs and set aside.
Slice fennel bulb into 1/4-inch
slices, then julienne into 1/4-inch
sticks.

In a wide pan, spread julienned
fennel pieces in a single or double
layer, and then pour on chicken or
vegetable broth until just covered.
Simmer over low heat until crisp-
tender, around 5 to 10 minutes.

Serve salmon fillets on top of
fennel fronds with julienned
cooked fennel. Place 1/4 lemon on
each plate and serve.

Makes 4 servings. 

A return to simplicity

Q: Is there any differ-
ence in the antioxidant
levels of regular and
decaf coffees and teas?
Also, despite the

antioxidant benefits, isn’t the
caffeine still bad for you?

A: Compared to
decaf, regular green
tea contains about
three times as much
EGCG, the antioxi-
dant phytochemical
that has shown can-
cer-prevention
effects in some labo-
ratory studies.
Similarly, decaf
black tea, which con-
tains another, less-
studied antioxidant
called theorubigin,
also has lower amounts (about 50
percent less) than its regular
counterpart. 

Limited research suggests that
chlorogenic acid, one of the main
antioxidants in coffee, may be
lower in decaf coffee as well.
However, even with decaf ver-
sions, the true antioxidant bene-
fits you receive depends on how
much you drink. 

As for concerns about caffeine,
when consumed in moderation, it
may not be as bad as you think.
Some studies now suggest that
caffeine’s purported role in
increasing blood pressure may
not be linked as strongly to coffee
and tea. Note that people with
sleep difficulties, however, do
need to be careful about the
amount and timing of caffeine
consumption. 

Also, most health experts sug-

gest that pregnant women limit
total daily caffeine from coffee,
soft drinks and other sources to
about 300 milligrams, the equiva-
lent of three 6-ounce cups of regu-
lar coffee.

Q: If fat at the waist is associ-
ated with increased health
risks, how big is too big?

A: Health professionals fre-
quently point to waist measure-
ments above 35 inches for women
and 40 inches for men as indica-
tors of increased health risk.
Waistlines above these marks are
associated with obesity. Yet set-
ting risk indicators this high
ignores over half the people with
unhealthy levels of body fat. 

An expert panel of international
scientists convened by the
American Institute for Cancer
Research (AICR) recently took a
closer look at the data linking fat
at the midsection to cancer risk.
According to the panel, a tighter
set of guidelines is recommended
as cancer risk begins to increase
even with modest weight gains.
Based on the panel’s conclusions,
AICR suggests aiming for waist
measurements below 31.5 inches
for women and 37 inches for men. 

Do note, however, that while
most people with waist measure-
ments above this cut-off are over-
weight, some also fall with nor-
mal weight ranges. In other
words, when assessing risk, it is
essential to look at overall
weight, but also, where that body
fat is being stored. 

As research continues, some
scientists speculate that the range
of waist measurements that sig-
nal health risk may vary with

age and ethnicity. In the mean-
time, perhaps the best advice is
to limit weight gain during adult-
hood as much as possible.

Q: Is it true that cinnamon
can help control blood sugar?

A: Although some research is
promising, we need larger trials
before we have a more definitive
answer. Some studies show a
modest reduction in blood sugar
with consumption ranging from a
quarter-teaspoon of cinnamon
daily to one tablespoon. Other
studies show no effect.
Consequently, do not use cinna-
mon in place of a prescribed
blood sugar medicine. 

It is also premature to turn to
cinnamon supplements. Do not
use cinnamon medicinally with-
out first consulting your doctor
either. Cinnamon naturally con-
tains a compound called
coumarin, which at high levels
can damage the liver and func-
tion as a blood-thinner. This com-
pound can pose serious trouble
for anyone taking anti-clotting
medicines (such as Coumadin).
Yet irrespective of its affects on
blood sugar, cinnamon adds deli-
cious flavor to many foods and
may provide some additional
health benefits through its
antioxidant phytochemicals.

AICR’s Nutrition Hotline is a
free service that allows you to ask
a registered dietitian questions
about diet, nutrition and cancer.
Access it online at
www.aicr.org/hotline or by phone
(1-800-843-8114) 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET
Monday-Friday.

KKARENAREN

CCOLLINSOLLINS

MS, RD, CDNMS, RD, CDN

NUTRITION WISE: Antioxidant levels in coffee
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DREAM
Continued from Page 4A

there is an invigorating
autumn of freedom and
equality. Nineteen sixty-
three is not an end, but a
beginning. Those who
hope that the Negro need-
ed to blow off steam and
will now be content will
have a rude awakening if
the nation returns to busi-
ness as usual. There will
be neither rest nor tran-
quility in America until
the Negro is granted his
citizenship rights. The
whirlwinds of revolt will
continue to shake the
foundations of our nation
until the bright day of
justice emerges.

But there is something
that I must say to my peo-
ple who stand on the
warm threshold which
leads into the palace of
justice. In the process of
gaining our rightful place
we must not be guilty of
wrongful deeds. Let us
not seek to satisfy our
thirst for freedom by
drinking from the cup of
bitterness and hatred.

We must forever con-
duct our struggle on the
high plane of dignity and
discipline. We must not
allow our creative protest
to degenerate into physi-
cal violence. Again and
again we must rise to the
majestic heights of meet-
ing physical force with
soul force. The marvelous
new militancy which has
engulfed the Negro com-
munity must not lead us
to a distrust of all white
people, for many of our
white brothers, as evi-
denced by their presence
here today, have come to
realize that their destiny
is tied up with our des-
tiny. They have come to
realize that their freedom
is inextricably bound to
our freedom. We cannot
walk alone.

As we walk, we must
make the pledge that we
shall always march
ahead. We cannot turn
back. There are those who
are asking the devotees of
civil rights, “When will
you be satisfied?” We can
never be satisfied as long
as the Negro is the victim
of the unspeakable hor-
rors of police brutality.
We can never be satisfied,
as long as our bodies,
heavy with the fatigue of
travel, cannot gain lodg-
ing in the motels of the
highways and the hotels
of the cities. We cannot be
satisfied as long as the
Negro’s basic mobility is
from a smaller ghetto to a
larger one. We can never
be satisfied as long as our
children are stripped of
their selfhood and robbed
of their dignity by signs
stating “For Whites
Only”. We cannot be sat-
isfied as long as a Negro
in Mississippi cannot
vote and a Negro in New
York believes he has
nothing for which to vote.
No, no, we are not satis-
fied, and we will not be
satisfied until justice rolls
down like waters and
righteousness like a
mighty stream.

I am not unmindful that
some of you have come
here out of great trials
and tribulations. Some of
you have come fresh from
narrow jail cells. Some of
you have come from areas
where your quest for free-
dom left you battered by
the storms of persecution
and staggered by the
winds of police brutality.
You have been the veter-
ans of creative suffering.

Continue to work with
the faith that unearned
suffering is redemptive.

Go back to Mississippi,
go back to Alabama, go
back to South Carolina,
go back to Georgia, go
back to Louisiana, go
back to the slums and
ghettos of our northern
cities, knowing that some-
how this situation can
and will be changed. Let
us not wallow in the val-
ley of despair.

I say to you today, my
friends, so even though
we face the difficulties of
today and tomorrow, I
still have a dream. It is a
dream deeply rooted in
the American dream.

I have a dream that one
day this nation will rise
up and live out the true
meaning of its creed: “We
hold these truths to be
self-evident: that all men
are created equal.”

I have a dream that one
day on the red hills of

Georgia the sons of for-
mer slaves and the sons of
former slave owners will
be able to sit down togeth-
er at the table of brother-
hood.

I have a dream that one
day even the state of
Mississippi, a state swel-
tering with the heat of
injustice, sweltering with
the heat of oppression,
will be transformed into
an oasis of freedom and
justice.

I have a dream that my
four little children will
one day live in a nation
where they will not be
judged by the color of
their skin but by the con-
tent of their character.

I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one

day, down in Alabama,
with its vicious racists,
with its governor having
his lips dripping with the
words of interposition
and nullification; one day
right there in Alabama,

little black boys and black
girls will be able to join
hands with little white
boys and white girls as
sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one

day every valley shall be
exalted, every hill and
mountain shall be made
low, the rough places will
be made plain, and the
crooked places will be
made straight, and the
glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together.

This is our hope. This is
the faith that I go back to
the South with. With this
faith we will be able to
hew out of the mountain
of despair a stone of hope.
With this faith we will be
able to transform the jan-
gling discords of our
nation into a beautiful
symphony of brother-
hood. With this faith we
will be able to work
together, to pray together,

to struggle together, to go
to jail together, to stand
up for freedom together,
knowing that we will be
free one day.

This will be the day
when all of God’s children
will be able to sing with a
new meaning, “My coun-
try, ‘tis of thee, sweet land
of liberty, of thee I sing.
Land where my fathers
died, land of the pilgrim’s
pride, from every moun-
tainside, let freedom
ring.”

And if America is to be
a great nation this must
become true. So let free-
dom ring from the prodi-
gious hilltops of New
Hampshire. Let freedom
ring from the mighty
mountains of New York.
Let freedom ring from the
heightening Alleghenies
of Pennsylvania!

Let freedom ring from
the snowcapped Rockies
of Colorado!

Let freedom ring from

the curvaceous slopes of
California!

But not only that; let
freedom ring from Stone
Mountain of Georgia!

Let freedom ring from
Lookout Mountain of
Tennessee!

Let freedom ring from
every hill and molehill of
Mississippi. From every
mountainside, let freedom
ring.

And when this happens,
when we allow freedom to
ring, when we let it ring
from every village and
every hamlet, from every
state and every city, we
will be able to speed up
that day when all of God’s
children, black men and
white men, Jews and
Gentiles, Protestants and
Catholics, will be able to
join hands and sing in the
words of the old Negro
spiritual, “Free at last!
free at last! Thank God
Almighty, we are free at
last!”
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This Date
In History

Today is Monday, Jan. 21,
the 21st day of 2008. There
are 345 days left in the year.
This is the Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Jan. 21, 1958, Charles
Starkweather, 19, killed the
mother, stepfather and half-
sister of his 14-year-old girl-
friend, Caril Ann Fugate, at
her family’s home in
Lincoln, Neb.
(Starkweather, who had also
killed a gas station atten-
dant the previous
November, and Fugate went
on a road trip which result-
ed in seven more slayings.
Starkweather was executed
in 1959; Fugate, who main-
tained she had been
Starkweather’s hostage, was
convicted of murder and
sentenced to life; she was
paroled in 1976.)

On this date:
In 1793, during the French

Revolution, King Louis the
XVI, condemned for treason,

was executed on the guillo-
tine.

In 1858, Felix Marma
Zuloaga became president of
Mexico upon the ouster of
Ignacio Comonfort.

In 1908, New York City’s
Board of Aldermen passed
an ordinance prohibiting
women from smoking in
public. (However, the mea-
sure was vetoed by Mayor
George B. McClellan Jr. two
weeks later).

In 1915, the first Kiwanis
Club was founded, in
Detroit.

In 1924, Russian revolu-
tionary Vladimir Lenin died
at age 53.

In 1950, former State
Department official Alger
Hiss, accused of being part
of a Communist spy ring,
was found guilty in New
York of lying to a grand
jury. (Hiss, who always pro-
claimed his innocence,
served less than four years
in prison.)

In 1954, the first atomic
submarine, the USS
Nautilus, was launched at
Groton, Conn. (However, the
Nautilus did not make its
first nuclear-powered run
until nearly a year later).

In 1968, the Battle of Khe
Sahn began during the
Vietnam War as North
Vietnamese forces attacked
a U.S. Marine base; the
Americans were able to hold
their position until the siege
was lifted 2¬Ωmonths later.

In 1968, an American B-52
bomber carrying four hydro-
gen bombs crashed in
Greenland, killing one crew
member and scattering
radioactive material.

In 1976, the supersonic
Concorde jet was put into
service by Britain and
France.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor
Paul Scofield is 86. Actress
Ann Wedgeworth is 73.
Blues singer-musician
Snooks Eaglin is 72. 

® 2008 The Associated Press.
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