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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story  idea? Call Jonathan Hull at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. Email results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSportsSports

Page 1B
Tuesday, January 15, 2008

Crossroads high
school varsity
sports calendar

TODAY
Big Spring girls bas-

ketball at San Angelo
Lake View, 6 p.m.

Big Spring boys bas-
ketball at San Angelo
Lake View, 7:30 p.m.

Coahoma girls and
boys basketball vs.
Colorado City, 6:30
p.m.

Forsan girls and boys
basketball vs. Roscoe,
6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY
Big Spring girls bas-

ketball vs. Lubbock
Estacado, 6 p.m.

Big Spring boys bas-
ketball vs. Lubbock
Estacado, 7:30 p.m.

Coahoma boys and
girls basketball at
Stamford, 6:30 p.m.

Forsan boys and girls
basketball at Rotan,
6:30 p.m.

Free junior tennis
league starting
Wednesday

A free junior tennis
league will take place
every Wednesday for
several weeks from
4:45 to 5:45 beginning
tomorrow.

Boys and girls  of any
skill level between
ages 8-12 are welcome
to attend. The league is
being conducted by
Big Spring tennis
instructor Ted Oleson.

No sign up is
required. Bring a rack-
et or one will be pro-
vided while available.

For more informa-
tion, call Oleson at
(806)236-8901 or visit
www.bigspringtennis.c
om. 

Baseball Booster
Club meeting
Wednesday at ATC

The Big Spring High
School Baseball
Booster Club will hold
a meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday at the
Athletic Training
Center. 

All parents of high
school baseball players
are invited to attend
and to meet new Head
Coach Burt Otto.

For more informa-
tion, contact Denise
Carrillo at 816-1685.

Chicano Golf
Association meets
6 p.m. Wednesday

The Big Spring
Chicano Golf Associa-
tion is holding a meet-
ing at 6 p.m.
Wednesday at Monte
Longo’s Paint and
Body Shop located at
1307 E. 3rd St., Suite A.

All members are
encouraged to attend.

Howard College
presenting the
Harlem Starz

The Howard College
athletic department
will present the
Harlem Starz at 7:00
p.m. Jan. 28th at the
Dorothy Garrett
Coliseum. 

The game is a
fundraiser which will
benefit the Howard
College athletic pro-
gram. 

See BRIEFS, Page 2B

IINN B BRIEFRIEF

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

IRVING — No NFC champi-
onship game at home, no shot at
a record sixth Super Bowl.

That 13-3 regular season? The
NFL-record 12 Pro Bowlers? All
wasted.

The Dallas Cowboys woke up to
those cold realities Monday, a
day after being eliminated by the
New York Giants, a team they’d
already beaten twice.

“For it to fall apart like it did is
mindboggling,” tight end Jason
Witten said. “You don’t know
what to do now.”

Trying to figure out how it hap-
pened was the first step.

“I think we clinched so early
we got a little complacent,” said
receiver Patrick Crayton, his
point backed up by a 1-3 finish.

“We made too many mental
errors,” said special teams cap-
tain Keith Davis, pointing to 11
penalties against the Giants.

“We just didn’t make enough
big plays,” veteran linebacker
Greg Ellis said.

Then there was coach Wade
Phillips’ take: “After looking at

the tape, I feel like the best team
lost the game.”

Phillips offered all sorts of
nuggets to try masking the pain
of both the loss and the elimina-
tion, from stressing Dallas’ sta-
tistical success against New York
(only 57 yards allowed in the sec-
ond half) to the Cowboys making
the final eight for the first time
since 1996.

OK, so it was a bye that got
Dallas into the second weekend,
not an actual postseason victory.
But Phillips wasn’t interested in
those deflating facts, nor the tid-
bit that the Cowboys just tied the
NFL playoff futility mark by
dropping its sixth straight game.

“The arrow is pointing up on
this team,” he said.

Any explanation for Tony
Romo and the offense nose-div-
ing from 32.5 points while going
12-1 all the way down to 12.2
points the rest of the way?

“Maybe we raised the level so
high we couldn’t keep it up,”
Phillips said.

See COWBOYS, Page 2B

Cowboys lament
over wasted season

AP photo/Matt Slocum

Dallas Cowboys wide receiver Terrell Owens (81) sits on the bench during
the fourth quarter against the New York Giants in an NFC divisional playoff
game, Sunday in Irving. New York won 21-17.

By JOSH DUBOW
AP Sports Writer

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — After
missing nearly six weeks with a
groin injury, Kevin Martin still
thinks he needs more time to get
back up to speed. It’s hard to
imagine him playing much bet-
ter than he did in his second
game back from the injury.

Martin scored 39 points in just
under 28 minutes and John
Salmons hit a game-winning
drive with 2.4 seconds remaining
to help the Sacramento Kings
snap the Dallas Mavericks’
seven-game winning streak with
a 122-120 victory Monday night.

“For me it’s just basketball,”
Martin said. “I always felt like I
could come back and play. It was
just a matter of where my wind
was. I told coach, ‘I can only give
you 28 minutes a night right
now.’ He said, ‘As long as they’re
good.’”

Those minutes were nearly per-
fect against the Mavericks,
putting the Kings in position to
win it at the end.

Salmons’ length-of-the-court
drive capped a wild fourth quar-
ter and led to a boisterous cele-
bration at midcourt for the Kings
when Jason Terry missed a des-
peration 3-pointer at the buzzer.
Kings owner Gavin Maloof even
joined the party, running from
his courtside seat to jump
around with his players.

“He almost had to take a
charge. He got out there and

almost got ran over,” coach
Reggie Theus said. “It’s just
great to see. Obviously the
Maloofs are some of the best
owners in all of sports. There’s
no doubt about that. Their pas-
sion for this team and the game
itself is off the charts.”

It was hard not to be passionate
following this thrilling finish.
Terry’s three-point play had
given Dallas a 118-117 lead with
22.2 seconds remaining, before
Martin answered with a three-
point play of his own with 11.6 to
go. Terry tied it with 7 seconds
left, setting up Salmons’ game-
winner that came when the
Kings were out of timeouts.

“At the end of the game he did
what he does best, take it to the
hole,” Theus said. “No timeouts
left, he got it on the move and
made a great play.”

Salmons finished with 22
points, including 14 in the fourth
quarter. Francisco Garcia also
had 22 for the Kings, who had
lost six straight to Dallas.

Terry and Devin Harris scored
25 points apiece to lead Dallas.
Dirk Nowitzki added 21 for the
Mavs, who beat the Clippers 95-
94 on a buzzer-beating 3-pointer
by Jerry Stackhouse on
Saturday.

“We were on the top of the
stick in the last game,” Harris
said. “So now we got to take it on
the chin this game. That’s the
way it goes.”

See NBA, Page 2B

Kings outlast Mavs with last second shot

AP photo/Rich Pedroncelli

Dallas Mavericks guard Jason Terry, left, scores against Sacramento Kings’
Dahntay Jones, center, and Brad Miller, right, to tie the game in the closing
seconds in Sacramento, Calif., Monday. The Kings won 122-120 over the
Mavericks.

By DOUG TUCKER
AP Sports Writer

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Losing
its head coach and best player
doesn’t seem to be slowing down
Texas A&M one bit.

If anything, says Texas Tech
assistant coach Pat Knight, the
Aggies are better than last year,
when Billy Gillispie and Acie
Law led them to a school-record
27 wins in one of their greatest
seasons ever.

“I don’t think there’s been any
letdown at all,” said Knight, who
will help his dad, Bob, coach
Texas Tech against the Aggies on
Wednesday night. “We’ve been
talking about that.”

After Gillispie departed for
Kentucky, the Aggies lured Mark
Turgeon out of Wichita, where
the former Kansas guard had
gone 128-90 and proven himself
worthy of a career upgrade. They
also had to figure out a way to
get through life without Law, a

stellar point guard and last-shot
specialist.

While Gillispie has struggled at
Kentucky in the early going,
Turgeon has the Aggies clicking
along. They’ve won eight in a
row while compiling a 15-1
record, including an 86-69 whip-
ping of Colorado last week in
their Big 12 opener. Ranked No.
11 going into the first full week
of conference action, Texas A&M
is fifth in the nation in field goal
percentage (51.3), third in field
goal percentage defense (35.3)
and fifth in scoring margin
(20.9).

So much for a period of painful
readjustment.

“They’re still a very good
team,” said Knight, who stepped
in for his dad in Monday’s Big 12
coaches call. “Coach Turgeon’s
did a good job. He took it where
it was and kept going with it. I
think even he got tired of people

See COACH, Page 2B

New coach has A&M 
humming right along

AP photo/Paul Zoeller

Texas A&M men’s basketball coach Mark Turgeon watches as the Aggies
play Colorado Saturday at Reed Arena in College Station. Turgeon took over
the Aggies’ program this season after A&M had a breakout year under Billy
Gillispie last season. Gillispie left for the University of Kentucky, but
Turgeon has picked up where the former coach left off.
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David E. Elrod
David E. Elrod, second generation pro-

prietor of Elrod’s Furniture in Big
Spring for many years, died Monday,
Jan. 14, 2008, at his home. He was 80.
Mr. Elrod had been battling cancer for
several years. Funeral services will be
held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2008,
at the 14th and Main Street Church of
Christ with Rick Cunningham, minis-
ter, officiating. Interment will follow at
Trinity Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends from 6:30 p.m. to 8
p.m. Tuesday at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral
Home.

Mr. Elrod moved to Big Spring in 1946 with his new
bride, Evelyn, to go into the furniture business with
his brothers, John William Elrod Jr. and Joseph
Elrod, after their father retired. John W. Elrod Sr.
opened Elrod’s Furniture in Big Spring in 1937. In
1952, David Elrod bought out his brothers and became
the sole proprietor of Elrod’s Furniture, a position he
continued until his retirement in 1983 when his son,
Dee Elrod and Dee’s wife, Lynda, took over the busi-
ness.

Born March 26, 1927, in Lubbock, Mr. Elrod was a
lifetime athlete and musician. While a student at
Sweetwater High School he actively participated in
basketball, football and tennis and competed at the
state tennis championships. He loved to swim and was
a lifeguard and Eagle Scout. As a student at Abilene
Christian University, Mr. Elrod was a singer and
enjoyed playing softball. In his adult years he contin-
ued to play tennis, sing solos, was a member of ensem-
bles with friends and enjoyed a good game of golf.

Mr. Elrod’s greatest passion in life was his belief in
the deity of Jesus Christ. He served his church as a
Bible teacher, deacon and elder, and frequently led the
congregational singing. He loved singing with his
spiritual family and was often asked to lead singing at
other events beyond the regular meeting of the
church. Mr. Elrod was a member of the 14th and Main
Street Church of Christ.

Mr. Elrod is survived by his wife of 61 years, the for-
mer Evelyn Barfield; a daughter, Karen, of Rockwall,
who is the director of choral music activities at
Rockwall High School; a son, Dee, who is now the
owner of Elrod’s Furniture; and a son, Jon David, of
Dallas, who is a flight attendant for American
Airlines. Also surviving are Karen’s husband, Gary
Thomas and Dee’s wife, Lynda Elrod; five grandchil-
dren, Jennifer Pemberton, Benjamin Lee, John Lee,
Laura Eckhardt and Leslie Elrod; Mr. Elrod’s brother,
Joseph Elrod of Abilene; his brother-in-law and sister-
in-law, Frank and Joan Barfield of Sweetwater, and
Ray and Gail Craig of Arlington; one great-grand-
daughter, Breanna Lee; and beloved nieces and
nephews.

Mr. Elrod’s wife, children and grandchildren credit
their “Papa” as a great infulence and special gift from
God in their lives.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at:
www.npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Petra Renteria Anderson
Petra Renteria Anderson, 76, died Thursday, Jan. 10,

2008, at Deerings Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
in Odessa. Funeral service will be at 2 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 17, 2008, at Acres West Funeral Chapel in Odessa
with Pstor Schultz officiating.

Mrs. Anderson was born Jan. 31, 1931, in Big Spring.
She was a homemaker.

She is survived by her husband, Myrl Anderson of
Odessa; her parents, Luis and Juana Renteria of
Chihuahua, Mexico; three sons, Arthur Renteria Veliz
of Stanton and Richard Renteria Veliz and Mike
Renteria Anderson, both of Odessa; four daughters,
Mary Sanchez of Houston, Rosie Guerrero of Giddings,
Petra Alarcon of Mesa, Ariz., and Janie Castillo of
Odessa; one brother, Luis Renteria of San Angelo; four
sisters, Margarita Galan of Houston, Lupe Viciano of
Big Spring, Deina Duenas of Abilene and Toribia
Hughley of Fort Morgan, Colo.; 20 grandchildren; and
12 great-grandchildren.

Services are entrusted to Acres West Funeral
Chapel.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 a.m.
today:

• JOE E. VALENCIA JR., 24, of 1905 Wasson Road
Apt. 70, was arrested Monday on a Midland County
warrant.

• THEFT was reported in the 200 block of Marcy.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in

the 2500 block of Ann Drive.
• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in the

1400 block of Virginia.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 60 inmates at the time of this report.

• JUSTIN CLAY COLE, 29, was transferred to the
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of dri-
ving while intoxicated.

• JUAN CHAVERA, 28, was transferred to the coun-
ty jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of resisting
arrest, search or transportation.

• MARIO MORALES FLORES, 27, was transferred
to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of
driving while intoxicated - open container.

• LATASHA JEANETT SMITH, 22, was transferred
to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges of
no driver’s license, failure to identify as a fugitive
from justice - giving false information, theft, a
Midland County warrant for evading arrest with a
vehicle - probation violation and a Midland County
warrant for possession of a controlled substance.

• LUIS FERNANDO UBEDA JR., 24, was arrested
Monday by the HCSO on a charge of bondsman off
bond for evading arrest or detention.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2300 block of Gregg
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of E.
Fourth Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of Dixie.
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of E. 11th
Place. One person was transported to SMMC.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 800 block
of Creighton.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 700 block
of Creighton.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 1400 block
of E. Sixth Street.

• American Legion Post 506 will hold a fish fry
Saturday at 3203 W. U.S. Highway 80. Everyone is
invited. Serving will be held from noon to 3 p.m.
Delivery is available from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. by calling
263-2084. Plates are $8 each.

• Cross stitchers are needed to complete one or more
blocks of this year’s Howard County Fair quilt. All
supplies are provided. Blocks may be picked up from
Posey Cotton Office, 601 Scurry, Monday through
Friday from  9 a.m. to noon. For information, call  263-
1267 or 263-4980. This year’s quilt theme is
“Wildflowers of Texas.” All proceeds from the sale of
tickets for the quilt are used to defray the expenses of
the Fair. The quilt will be awarded the last night of
the fair. 

• Pediatric flu vaccinations for children ages 6
months to 35 months are now available at the Texas
Department of State Health Services clinic in College
Park Shopping Center. Cost is $10, although no one
will be turned away for inability to pay. For more
information, call 263-9775.

• St. Mary’s and friends of St. Mary’s are holding a
lap blanket drive to place approximately 400 lap blan-
kets in the hands of every nursing home patient in Big
Spring. Blankets can be taken to the church office,
1001 Goliad, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday or call Connie Fowler at 267-
2713. 

A beginning crochet class is being held at 6 p.m.
Wednesday in the church’s Parish Hall. 

• Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming an
Odyssey Healthcare volunteer. Help those at the end of
life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s life. Call
263-5999 to begin your journey.

• All creatures Sanctuary and Rescue has an account
set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608 N. Hwy. 87 for
all types of metals and aluminum cans. Please tell
them that your donations are for All Creatures
Sanctuary and Rescue. All Creatures Sanctuary and
Rescue is also still taking weight circles off of all
Purina brand dog foods. Send your Purina Weight
Circles, to A.C.S. & R. at P.0, 871, Coahoma 79511. All
Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue is still accepting old
and used cell phones and ink jet cartridges, for drop
off locations in Big Spring and Coahoma, Call Melanie
at 267-7387.

TUESDAY
•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets at

6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St.

• Dual Recovery Anonymous meetings have been
canceled. They will no longer take place at the Howard
County Library. If you have questions, call Deidra F.
at (432) 816-3033.

• Life Recovery, a non-denominational Christian
group of recovering alcoholics and addicts, meets at 7
p.m. at the St. Paul Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

Tonight...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.
Southwest winds 15 to 20 mph.

Wednesday...Mostly cloudy. Colder. Highs in the mid
40s. West winds 10 to 15 mph shifting to the north 15
to 20 mph in the afternoon.

Wednesday night...Mostly cloudy. Colder. Lows in
the lower 20s. North winds 10 to 20 mph.

Thursday...Mostly cloudy. Highs around 40. North
winds around10 mph.

Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lows around 20.
Friday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the upper 40s.
Friday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 20s.
Saturday...Sunny. Highs in the upper 40s.
Saturday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper

20s.
Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 50s.
Sunday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 30s.
Martin luther king jr day...Mostly sunny. Highs in

the upper50s.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 11-17-25-33-37.

Number matching five of five: 3.
Prize per winner: $8,698.
Winning tickets sold in: Nash, Garland, Denison.

•••
Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday

night: Winning numbers drawn: 10-19-23-33. Bonus
Ball: 28.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 0.
••• 

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 0-0-7-6. Sum It Up: 13.

••• 
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night

by the Texas Lottery, in order: 5-2-5. Sum It Up: 12

Police blotter

Sheriff’s report

Fire/EMS

Obituaries

Lottery

Weather

TODAY
• Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in the

high school band hall. All band parents are invited
to attend. 

• Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in the
Howard County Library. All working artists and
those interested in art are invited to attend.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 p.m.
at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721. 

• Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. in the Scenic
Mountain Medical Center classroom for Stretch and
Tone. Call 268-4721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third St. 

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
6479. 

• Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Association
meets at 5:30 p.m. in the RSVP office at 501 Runnels.

• League of United Latin American Citizens
LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. For more infor-
mation, contact John Ybarra at 264-1628. The public
is invited. 

• American Legion Post 506 meets at 6 p.m. Call
263-2084 for more information.

Bulletin Board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

Take Note

Support Groups
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Winter Is Coming

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY
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NEXT CLINIC VISIT 1-17-08
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PPO PROVIDER FOR:

ACCEPTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital
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COWBOYS
Continued from Page 1B

What about the compla-
cency Crayton mentioned
or the bye weekend vaca-
tions by Romo and oth-
ers?

“I don’t know,” said
Phillips, who is 0-4 as a
head coach in the play-
offs, with this heartbreak-
er following the “Music
City Miracle” in his pre-
vious chance. “I still see
improvement, but it’s not
a day to talk about how
we’re getting better, what
we did better. We lost,
that’s what happened.”

That’s why players
arrived at work Monday
and saw blank spaces
where there used to be a
“Wall of Winning,”
posters crammed with
pictures and newspaper
clippings from each victo-
ry.

Equipment guys went
around putting helmets
on a portable rack, then
rolled them away for
months of safekeeping.

Some players stuffed the
contents of their lockers
into clear trash bags. One
guy was in the corner of a
darkened office watching
the game film.

Terrell Owens strolled
through the locker room
on his way to the training
room carrying an orange
Gatorade cooler, then
walked back through
empty-handed, offering
only, “I’m not saying any-
thing today.”

Those who did talk
freely used the words dis-
appointing and frustrat-
ing.

“Nobody could have told
me that we would be
doing this today,” line-
backer Bradie James said.
“I believe we had a great
regular season, we just
didn’t win in the playoffs.
That’s something that’s
going to be looming over
our heads for a while.”

While the Cowboys
begin their offseason, the
Giants are plotting to play
the Green Bay Packers.
Dallas went 3-0 against
those teams during the
regular season, which

might be part of the rea-
son team owner Jerry
Jones was so distraught
Sunday night.

This was the Cowboys’
big chance to restore the
glory of “America’s
Team” and they blew it.

“That’s the toughest
part about all this,”
Witten said.

Once the pain eases,
Jones will start gearing
up for 2008.

His first priority might
have to be the coaching
staff, as offensive coordi-
nator Jason Garrett and
assistant head coach
Tony Sparano are up for
head coaching vacancies.
Two high-ranking mem-
bers of the scouting

department have left, too.
Then there’s the roster,

which has 14 players
headed to free agency.

Pro Bowl running back
Marion Barber, who had
129 yards against the
Giants in his first career
start, is almost certain to
return because he’s a
restricted free agent.
Ditto for starting defen-
sive end Chris Canty.

Two other Pro Bowlers
are free agents-to-be: Left
tackle Flozell Adams and
Davis. Displaced starting
running back Julius
Jones and cornerbacks
Jacques Reeves and Nate
Jones also are hitting the
open market.

The Cowboys have two

first-round picks and
plenty of room under the
salary cap. They’ll likely
be looking for another
running back, secondary
help and a young receiver
to ease the load on 30-
somethings Owens and
Terry Glenn.

For the most part,
Dallas’ key players will be
back, making the
Cowboys a likely favorite
in the NFC going into
next season.

Phillips suggested this
disappointment might

pay off in the long run,
pointing out that
Pittsburgh won the Super
Bowl the year after going
15-1 and bowing out in the
playoffs, Indianapolis
won the year after going
14-2 and bowing out in the
playoffs and San Diego
was knocked off early
after going 14-2 but is now
in the AFC championship
game.

“Sometimes,” he said,
“it gives you incentive to
play the next year better.”
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QUICK CASH REBATES
The Quick Way to Payday

We’ll cash your personal check in minutes, deposit it on your next
payday, up to 14 days, give you the money you need, the long 

distance you want and the discount you deserve!
Requirements For Service: 1) Valid Picture ID

2) Verification Of Income
3) Most Recent Checking Account Statement

612 S. Gregg          Big Spring, Texas        432-263-4400

21
44

4

Phone: (432) 263-5517                                1701 Lancaster
Big Spring, TX 79720

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider”

CALL US FOR YOUR FARMING
RANCHING AND LIVESTOCK NEEDS.

33567

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR

DEALER

3206 E. F.M. 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E 31
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By Steve BeckerBRIEFS
Continued from Page 1B

With names like Zig
Zag, Hollywood, K-
Money, Air Bama and
Werm, fans will know
they are not attending an
ordinary basketball game.
Almost every play will
involve fancy dribbling,
no look passes, amazing
dunks and comedy.

In addition to the game,
highlights will include a
halftime show, prizes and
autographs. The game
will provide every fan in
attendance with a memo-
rable night of sports, fun
and entertainment.

For ticket information,
contact Howard College at
264-5040.

KBYG 1400 AM’s
scheduled airings
of NBA basketball

KBYG 1400 AM is airing
both San Antonio Spurs
and Dallas Mavericks
basketball throughout the
NBA season.

THURSDAY
San Antonio vs.

Cleveland, 6:30 p.m.
SATURDAY
Dallas vs. Seattle, 7:30

p.m.
MONDAY
Dallas vs. Washington,

Noon

COACH
Continued from Page 1B

talking about what a good job
Billy did. Now you’ve got to
give him credit. It’s his team.
He deserves all the credit for
keeping it going. He lost Acie
Law, the MVP of this league,
and they haven’t missed a beat.
It actually looks like they’re
playing better as a team than
last year.”

The Aggies shot 85.7 percent
from the free-throw line against
Colorado, the third time in
their last five games they have
been over 70 percent. Helping

ease the pain of losing Law has
been senior guard Dominique
Kirk, who has 24 assists and
only five turnovers in his last
five games.

Turgeon, who played for
Larry Brown and worked under
Roy Williams at Kansas, will be
facing a Knight-coached team
for the first time as the leader
of a program. But it won’t be
the first time he has scrutinized
the Hall of Fame coach. As a 23-
year-old graduate assistant
under Williams, Turgeon
attended one of Knight’s coach-
ing clinics at Indiana and dis-
covered things he still uses.

“I still do drills that I learned
at that clinic,” Turgeon said.

“I’ve followed him for a long
time and studied him, even
from afar, even when I wasn’t
in his league, watching his
teams play, trying to get a feel
for things they did offensively.”

As impressive as Turgeon has
been in keeping the Aggies
rolling along, he might still get
beaten out if coach-of-the-year
balloting were conducted at
midseason. Scott Drew, in his
fifth year at Baylor, appears to
have brought the Bears back
from the brink. Finally free of
the noxious residue of tragedy,
scandal and severe NCAA sanc-
tions, Baylor could be headed
toward its first NCAA tourna-
ment in decades.

The Bears (13-2, 1-0), who have
held every opponent under 50
percent shooting, play
Oklahoma State on Tuesday.
They will be looking for their
first 2-0 start to the Big 12 sea-
son since 1997-98.

“I think we do have confi-
dence and know if we play hard
and to our full capability we
can compete with anybody,”
said Drew. “We have experi-
ence now. We have the depth in
the backcourt. Our front line is
coming along. We definitely
have more resources and opti-
mism than we had in the past.”

The Big 12’s weekly player
honors went to a couple of 6-
foot-10 freshmen whose names

are rapidly becoming familiar
not only around the league, but
around the nation.

Kansas State’s Michael
Beasley was chosen player of
the week after averaging almost
29 points and 11 rebounds in
victories over Savannah State
and Oklahoma. Beasley hit the
game-winning shot against
Oklahoma with 2.3 seconds
remaining.

Oklahoma freshman Blake
Griffin averaged 26.5 points and
10.5 rebounds in games against
Mount St. Mary’s and Kansas
State. He shot 70.8 percent in
the two games. Over his last
three games, he has averaged
23.7 points and 10 rebounds.

NBA
Continued from Page 1B

Martin hasn’t missed a beat
since returning from a 17-game
absence, making 14 of 16 shots. 

Martin has 64 points in his
two games back despite coming
off the bench both games, giv-
ing a big boost to the injury-
depleted Kings. Martin said
he’s in no rush to get back in
the starting lineup.

“I don’t think it’s the right
time yet,” Martin said. “I feel
like this is training camp day
No. 3. I still need to get my tim-
ing down and get my wind
back. I’m definitely not ready to
play starter minutes right now
and I don’t need to.”

After winning three of four on
the homestand, the Kings will
get even more help soon. Point
guard Mike Bibby is expected
to make his season debut
Wednesday in Toronto after
undergoing surgery on a torn
ligament in his left thumb, and
forward Ron Artest also could
return after missing the previ-
ous nine games with an injured

right elbow.
The Kings (15-21) have tried to

hold it together in the first half
of the season despite missing
Artest and Martin for 17 games
apiece and Bibby for all 36.

Mikki Moore gave
Sacramento its first lead since
midway through the first quar-
ter when he slammed in an
alley-oop pass from backup
point guard Beno Udrih that
made it 63-61 about 3 minutes
into the third quarter. With
Martin and Garcia combining
for 17 of the Kings’ next 23
points, the lead expanded to 86-
77 with less than 2 minutes
remaining in the third.
Sacramento led 86-80 entering
the fourth quarter.

The Mavericks had trouble
stopping the Kings from scor-
ing almost all game. Dallas had
held 10 straight opponents
under 100 points, but
Sacramento topped that on
Martin’s baseline jumper with
6:02 remaining that made it 101-
94.

“We are not going to win
many games giving up 122
points,” Mavs Head Coach
Avery Johnson said. “We just

got broken down all over the
place. We didn’t do a good job
protecting the basket. Our sup-
port defense wasn’t there.”

Wizards 88,
Celtics 83

The Boston Celtics found
themselves in a position they
hadn’t been in all season, in the
midst of a losing streak.

Small forward Caron Butler
scored 21 points and
Washington beat Boston 88-83
on Monday night for the
Wizards’ second victory over
the Celtics in three days.

Butler scored nine points dur-
ing a 25-6 run over the final 6:24
of the fourth quarter to give the
Wizards their fifth win in the
last six games overall and
against Boston.

“We always seem to come
back strong when our backs are
against the wall. We did it
Saturday night and we did it
tonight in a tough road game,”
said Antawn Jamison, who
added 20 points and 10
rebounds. “To beat these guys
in back-to-back games consider-
ing how they’ve been playing is
something special.”

Lakers 123,
Supersonics 121

While Boston dropped its sec-
ond straight, the Los Angeles
Lakers are on their longest win-
ning streak since 2004. The
Lakers surged to the top of the
Pacific Division with a 123-121
overtime victory over the
Seattle Supersonics.

Kobe Bryant scored 48 points
and capped his season-best
offensive outburst by swishing
an 18-footer with 4.3 seconds
left in overtime to help the
Lakers win their seventh
straight game.

The Lakers were playing their
first contest without injured
center Andrew Bynum, who
will miss at least the next eight
weeks after suffering a left knee
injury in Sunday night’s win
over Memphis.

“This is a tough one,” a tired
looking Bryant said. “Tonight
was one of those nights where I
kind of had to read the mood of
the team. Us kind of being a lit-
tle deflated with (Bynum) going
down, being a back-to-back,
coming in on the road, it was
one of those things where I just
kind of wanted to be a lot more

assertive.”
In other NBA games Monday

night, it was: Sacramento 122,
Dallas 120; Portland 99, New
Jersey 73; San Antonio 89,
Philadelphia 82; Utah 98,
Milwaukee 87; and Charlotte
119, Denver 116.

Before the game, Seattle
coach P.J. Carlesimo said he
wouldn’t mind if Bryant went
off just as long as he was forced
to take a lot of shots. Carlesimo
just didn’t count on Bryant
making nearly half of his
attempts, shooting 21-for-44
from the field.

And Bryant’s efforts nearly
went for naught, as Seattle took
advantage of Bynum’s absence
inside and nearly kept the
Lakers from moving into a tie
with Phoenix atop the Pacific
Division. Instead, it was
Seattle’s seventh straight loss
and another snapshot that
Bryant can add to his career
highlights.

“That’s why he’s the best
player in the world,” Seattle
rookie Kevin Durant said.
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But the rewards are great! I work for myself and
make a good living. I take responsibility for my performance

- it’s all up to me. A lot of people depend on me, and I
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Contracts are available now for motor route 
carriers. For information, call 432-263-7331.

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest  you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

Cemetery Lots
SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational
AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!

Train for a new career in 
Medical Assisting, 

Medical Office Specializing, or
Computer Business Systems!
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Help Wanted

AAA TESTING needs Derrick 
Hand. Must pass drug test. 
432-267-7821.

ACTIVITY COORDINATOR - 
P/T Instructor for after school 
nonprofit program. Must be 
creative and resourceful. Re-
warding and flexible position! 
28 hrs month $15/$18 hr. 
Email: 
kdanley@ti-f.org

NEED A job today? Come be a 
delivery driver for Domino’s 
Pizza. We pay competitive 
hourly wages & put cash in 
your pocket daily! Working for 
the other guys? Bring your ex-
perience over to Domino’s 
Pizza and get paid top dollar. 
Part time and full time positions 
available. Need day hours? 
Need night hours? We have all 
shifts available. We work with 
ALL types of schedules. Apply 
now and get hired on the 
spot (some restrictions ap-
ply). 
2111 Greg Street 
EOE, Drug Free environment

DUNCAN DISPOSAL -  Now 
hiring a driver for the Coahoma 
area. Need at least a Class B 
CDL. Experience Preferred for 
a driver’s position. Must be 
able to pass mandatory DOT 
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls 
please. The job includes 40+ 
hours weekly Mon- Fri., with 
some Sat. mornings. An hourly 
rate with benefits package is 
available. Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Please Call Arthur 
432-770-3966.

Help Wanted
ATTENTION

POLICE OFFICERS &
FIRE FIGHTERS

Are you the Best?
Can you make the top 10%?

If so......
Apply for these positions today:

Fire Fighters
$27,31.15-$36,202.28 DOEC
Deadline for applications is 

Wednesday,
January 30th, 5:00 p.m.

Testing begins 9:00 a.m., Sat, 
February 2nd, 2008

Police Officers Cert. 
& Non

$32,427.20 Cert.- 
$29,966.56 Non-Cert.

Test date to be announced
Communications Officer

Wastewater Plant Operator
Utility Service Worker

Heavy Equipment Operator - 
(2) Positions- 

Landfill & Sanitation
Staff Accountant

Jailer
We offer EXCELLENT BENE-
FITS including 100% paid Em-
ployee Health Ins.

Inquire to:
Human Resources

City of Big Spring, Texas
Phone: (432)264-2346 

Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to 
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

EOE

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:
* Crew  Technician
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. No 
phone calls please.  Must have 
a valid TX drivers license and 
pass mandatory drug test.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is seeking a full-time 
LVN Position. Great hours, 
friendly atmosphere and bene-
fits. Call for appointment 
(432)714-4512, 1900 Scurry.

CASHIER POSITION,
9:30am-6:30pm, Also Sacker 
Position, 10:00am-7:00pm, 5 
days a wk, off every Sunday. 
Must be able to work Satur-
days!!! Good attendance a 
must, Apply in person only!!! 
Bargain Mart 403 Runnels.

CHOIR DIRECTOR needed. 
Please send resume to First 
Christian Church, 901 Goliad. 
432-517-4821.

COAHOMA ISD is accepting 
applications for Accounts Pay-
able Clerk, Strong math and 
computer skills a must. Appli-
cations available at the Admin-
istration Office, 600 Main or 
call 432-394-4290. Coahoma is 
an equal opportunity employer.

COAHOMA ISD is accepting 
applications for the position of 
substitute custodian. Applica-
tions available at the Admin-
istration Office, 600 North 
Main. Coahoma is an equal op-
portunity employer.

COME JOIN our friendly team 
at Kate’s Fina Mart. Good 
benefits. Now hiring full & part 
time. Must be 18 yrs. old. Apply 
at 1100 N. Lamesa Hwy.

EXPERIENCED MECHANIC.
Must have own tools. ASE pre-
ferred, but not required. Apply 
in person or call (432)267-7421 
for appointment. Pollard Chev-
rolet, Buick.

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. Call after 7:00 
p.m. (432)684-5418.

FRONTLINE, EOE, seeks a PT 
medical records file clerk for 
work at the FCI, Big Spring. 
Fax resume, 513-528-9675. 
Bkgrd and credit check re-
quired.

Help Wanted
HELP NEEDED must have 
general carpentry skills. Own 
transportation to and from 
work. Call 432-267-2296.

IMMEDIATELY NEEDED: Gas 
Plant operator/maintenance 
position for a refrigerated-lean 
oil plant and gathering system 
near Stanton, Texas. Shift work 
involved. Prefer working knowl-
edge of gas engines, gas com-
pressors, and natural gas proc-
essing. Send resume to Sale 
Ranch Plant, 2873 FM 829, 
Stanton, Texas, 79782 or fax 
(432)458-3423.

NEED EXPERIENCED Loader 
operator. Must pass drug test. 
Call (432)264-2976 or 
432-264-2975.

NEED EXPERIENCED Lube 
Tech/Porter. Apply in person 
only at Service Department 
Pollard Chevrolet, Buick & Ca-
dillac, 1501 East 4th.

NEEDED DIABETIC foot care 
Nurse. To care for my two feet, 
twice a month. Fee negotiable. 
Call 432-264-1814.   

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING
COMMERCIAL 

Mechanic/ Driver
Pre employment physical and 

drug test required. 
Must have own tools and CDL. 

Apply to: 2800 Windecker
(Midland airport)

or call (432)563-5393 or 
(432)638-2920 
Mail resume to:

General Superintendent 
PO BOX 60708

MIDLAND, TX 79711

NOW HIRING Truck Drivers 
and Equipment Operators. Re-
quirements: 21 years of Age 
and older. Driving record must 
meet insurance requirements. 
Out of town travel required. 
*Hotel paid *Per diem paid 
*Physical/Drug Screen *Bene-
fits *Employee Health/Dental 
Ins. *401K *Retirement Plan. 
Send Resume to P.O. Box 880, 
Snyder, TX 79550 or apply at 
4668 FM 1607 Snyder, TX.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT 
LIVING is seeking a full time 
evening and weekend front 
desk clerk. This position is shift 
work from 4:30pm to 12:30am; 
weekends required. This posi-
tion is responsible for securing 
the facility, facilitating activities, 
dining room services and light 
housekeeping. Apply in person 
at 501 W. 17th Street.      

POSITION OPEN for thrift 
store clerk and for salvage 
truck driver. Apply at the Salva-
tion Army Community Center 
811 West 5th . No phone calls.

Help Wanted
PART-TIME CUSTOMER
Service Rep. needed for busy 
office. 11:30am-4:30pm., M-F. 
Holidays and Weekends Off. 
Phone and computer skills re-
quired. Good attitude a must. 
Please send resume to P.O. 
Box 2157, Big Spring, Texas 
79721.

PIZZA HUT is now hiring for 
delivery drivers- up to $20 per 
hour, cooks- up to $8 per hour 
and wait staff- up to $15 per 
hour. Apply in person,  2601 S. 
Gregg.

PIZZA INN 
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS AND 
WAIT STAFF. ALSO TAKING 
APPLICATIONS FOR MAN-
AGEMENT POSITIONS. AP-
PLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER
needed full-time. Prefer 1 yr. 
exp., but will train. High School 
Diploma or GED required. Ap-
ply in Person, 1901 W. 16th 
Street, Learning Tree Acad-
emy.

RED MESA Grill has openings 
for Full/Part Time, Day & Eve-
ning. Wait Staff. Apply 2401 S. 
Gregg.

SALESPERSON For souvenir 
and gift co. Local established 
territory. Salary + commission, 
benefits and 401K. Fax 
888-854-9572.

SECURITY OFFICERS
Needed

Full & Part Time
Call (432)520-1573

WANT MALE DETENTION
Workers on as needed basis, 
must be 21 years old, high 
school diploma or GED, no 
criminal record. Apply in per-
son at Howard County Juvenile 
Probation Office 315 S. Main 
Suite C. Please bring drivers li-
cense and social security card.

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Jobs Wanted
FORSAN, ELBOW District 
Only. Child  Care provider for 
after school. Bus stops at 
house on Longshore. Call 
432-263-6208.

LOOKING FOR Child Care?? 
Stay at home mom, CPR Certi-
fied. Days, nights, weekends: 
Look no further. I’m the Lady. 
Please call (432)264-6428.

Lost and Found
REWARD. GOLD Diamond 
Ring. Lost week before Christ-
mas. Call (432)263-2900.

Miscellaneous
CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

CHERRY DINING table, chairs, 
china cabinet, mirror finish. 
ALL NEW. $570. 
806-549-3110.

CHERRY SLEIGH bed, new, 
$250, iron canopy bed, $150, 
must move................................
$129. Queen orthopedic pillow-
top mattress and box set, un-
used with warranty. 
806-549-3110.

MEMORY FOAM mattress. 
Never opened. FLAME RESIS-
TANT. Will take $470................
CAL KING-king 3 pc pillow top 
mattress/foundation. Never 
slept on. $230. 806-549-3110.

MUST SEE formal dining table, 
6 chairs, hutch/buffet. NEW. 
List $3450. Sell $999................
Mahogany bedroom set, 6 pc. 
Solidwood, dovetailed, List 
$3250. Sacrifice $890. 
806-549-3110.

NEW KING 6-pc bedroom 
suite, bed, dresser, mirror, 
nightstand. List $3950. Sell 
$980.........................................
$100 BONDED genuine leather
sofa/love, in original crate, 
$680. Lifetime warr. 
806-549-3110.

NEW SELECT Number air 
mattress, dual control, both can 
sleep peacefully. $880..............
PUB TABLE, solidwood & 4 
chairs. New in crate. List 
$9900, Asking $390. 
806-549-3110.

SACRIFICE QUEEN orthope-
dic mattress set. New in wrap-
per. Only $129..........................
DOUBLE/FULL mattress set. 
$105. TWIN mattress set. $95. 
BOTH NEW. 806-549-3110.

SIDE BY side refrigerator. Two 
years old. For more information 
call 432-264-9900.

Miscellaneous
SOFA/LOVE, MICROFIBER,
brand new, lifetime warranty, 
value $1700 must sell $540, 
can del. 806-549-3110.

TRAILERS FOR Sale: Heavy 
duty oil field trailer- 20x7, New 
750x16 tires, ramps, tie downs, 
electric jack....................... 
5x10 Enclosed Moving trailer. 
2002 Model. Metal floor, new 
tires. Excellent condition........... 
260 Feet 2-3/8 oilfield pipe, 
good for fencing- $1.50 per 
foot. 1301 East 4th, Bill Chrane 
432-213-0426.

On the Farm
42 ACRES- Pasture Land for 
Lease or Rent. South Service 
Road in Coahoma. Call 
(936)646-4887.

HORSE STABLES for rent of 
Wasson Road. Call 
(432)263-6208.

Pets
AKC POMERANIANS Pup-
pies for sale.  1st shots given. 
Two white and two brown. 
Males $300.00 Females 
$350.00 each. Call 
(432)756-2288 or 664-3266. 

Real Estate for Rent
$300/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 x 
F086.

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

602 GEORGE- Close to Col-
lege. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath, CH/A.  
Washer & dryer connection. 
$750.00 Month plus deposit. 
No HUD. Call (432)267-2296.

PAUL
MUSSLEWHITE

TRUCKING
is accepting

applications for
Yard Manager

Truck Supervisors
Vacuum Truck Drivers
Pump Truck Drivers
Wench Truck Drivers

Hot Oil  Drivers
Dispatchers
Mechanics

Competitive Wages
& Benefits

Pick up application at
Texas Work Force

Commission,
501 South Main

Suite 235, Big Spring
Post Office Building

2nd Floor 8608

Lauren Engineers & Constructors, Inc. of Abilene. Texas is look-
ing for qualified pipe welders with certifications in the following
processes:

• TIG
• Stick
• MIG
• Flux Core

Experience welding
• Carbon
• Stainless
• High Alloy (9-chrome) high pressure boiler piping

Welders with a minimum of 3 years experience using these types
of processes are encouraged to apply immediately! Pay will be in
line with required skills and the ability to pass pipe “6G” welding
tests.

Lauren has excellent benefits and a great working environment. If
you would like to be considered for one of these openings, please
send your resume to Shea Moses at shea.moses@laurenec.com

For questions, please contact Shea by calling 1-800-948-0142
8653
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Real Estate for Rent
1206 EAST 11th Place. 3 Bed-
room 2 bath, 2 car garage, 
CH/A, living/ dinning room. 
$950.00 Month plus deposit. 
No HUD. No Bills Paid. 
(432)267-2296.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom  Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions.  (432)263-3461 -Tom.

622 STATE 2 Bedroom, 1 
bath, CA/CH with garage. 
$500.00 month, $300.00.  No 
HUD. Call (432)270-3848.

Real Estate for Rent
706 WEST Marcy.  3 bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath, 2 car garage, fire-
place, hardwood floors. $1,000. 
month, $1000. deposit. Refer-
ences required. Call 
(432)213-2319, (432)267-8787.

804 SETTLES 2 Bdrm. 1 bath, 
CH/A.  $495.00 month, 
$300.00 deposit. 1310 TUC-
SON 3 Bdrm.,  1 bath. CH/A. 
$495.00 month, $300.00. 
432-263-1792, 432-816-9984. 

SHOP/ STORAGE- over head 
door and walk thru door 15x40. 
$200. Month, $200. deposit. 
Call (432)213-2319.

Real Estate for Rent Real Estate for Rent
FURNISHED APT. extended 
stay hotel. Weekly $245.00 
plus tax, monthly $700.00 and 
up. Microwave and fridge. Call 
1-800-677-8175.

NICE BRICK Office Building at 
2000 South Birdwell Lane, 
3300 sq. feet, with 11 Offices 
and ample parking. $1500 Per 
month. Please Contact Lucy 
432-263-5000.

RETAIL BUILDING on Gregg 
Street. 2200 sq. feet. $400.00 
Per month with 1 year lease. 
Please contact Lucy 
432-263-5000.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Sunset Ridge Apartments

2911 W. Old Hwy 80
1 & 2 Bedrooms
432-263-2292

Real Estate for Sale
2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty. 
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

FORECLOSURE 3 bd, 2 ba 
Only $30,005!  Must see! For 
listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

Real Estate for Sale
2810 CORONADO Ave. 2700 
sq feet, 4 bdrm, 3 bath, 3 living 
areas, fireplace, dishwasher, 
sprinkler system. $150K. Call 
432-816-4029 or 816-5397.

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water 
well, duplex rentals. Call 
432-517-0642 for more info.

New Appliances &
Fixtures

Dish Network w/300+

Channels Incl 34 Latino

Hi-speed Wireless
Internet

Picnic/BBQ Area

New Laundry & Vending

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432) 714-4840

South Plains Apts
Effiicciienccy,  1  &  22  Bdrmss

27
09

9

$299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

538 Westover                                     263-1252     
Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS
32

24
0

+ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

1996 GMC
Suburban SLE

2 Wheel Drive, New 7.4 Liter
Engine, Towing Package.

700 Auto Sales
2900 E. FM 700 • 267-AUTO (2886)

$6,995

In House or Bank Financing Available

86
03

Free
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®: Advice for those in need

Real Estate for Sale
BEAUTIFUL- CUSTOM Built 
2002 home on 9 acres. 4/5 
Bdrm, 3.5 bath, inground pool, 
1200 sq. ft. Storage/shed, 
horse stalls. Price Reduced. 
Call 361-492-0270.

EXCELLENT CONDITION. 
Great floor plan. 3 bedroom, 2 
bath. 1760 sq. feet. 
$128,500.00.  Will Pay $3,300. 
closing cost or reduce price. 
Call  432-263-3135, 
432-413-8656. 

FOR SALE to Settle Estate: 
1.07 acres with 1388 sq. ft. 
double wide home, 2 bd/2 bath 
plus large extra room. New car-
pet throughout, all appliances 
including w/d & satellite sys-
tem, carport, storage building. 
As is, No owner finance, in 
Tubbs Add. Forsan schools. 
$55000.00 leave message 
325-728-2161,  242-2116.

ONE BEDROOM, one bath, 
with garage and carport. 
Fenced backyard. Owner will fi-
nance with $1,900 down, $290. 
month. Call (512)321-3333. 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE BIG 
SPRING, 2, 3, and 4 Bed-
rooms, complete remodels with 
new custom carpet and paint, 
kitchen cabinets, floors, 
counter-tops, bathrooms, A/C, 
fixtures, etc. You are approved 
with down payment. 
432-272-0048.

OWNER FINANCE
TOUGH CREDIT OK
ONLY 5% DOWN
3726 Adams, 3 bed, 1 1/2 bath, 
CH/A. $44,900. Recorded info. 
432-687-2696.

OWNER FINANCE, $5000 
down. 1901 Morrison. Call 
(432) 264-9907.

OWNER FINANCE. 3 Bdrm, 2 
bath, 1600 square feet home- 
1518 Vines or Updated 4 
Bdrm, 1 bath- 605 Holvert. 
Easy Terms. Call 
325-277-4923.

OWNER FINANCED Houses 
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore, 1518 
Wood and 508 State. Easy 
Terms. Call Reagan at 
432-634-6818.

Real Estate for Sale
RENT TO Own. 1305 lamar- 
$14,000. 1409 Virginia- 
$12,000. 1021 East 21st- 
$8,000. 15% Down. Owner will 
carry. Many vacant lots for 
sale. Call (432)466-3185.

Want to Buy
TOP PRICES paid for Railroad 
Antiques. Especially want 
Texas & Pacific items. Also 
dining car items- any railroad. 
Call Warren Taylor 
432-685-1910 evenings.

Vehicles
2002 FORD F350 Crew Cab. 
Duel wheels, 7.3 diesel, auto, 
80,000 miles. One owner. Call 
(432)353-4483 or 517-0210.

2005 NISSAN Altima V-6 with 
chrome rims, sun roof & dual 
exhaust very well kept. Trans-
ferring Military need to sell. 
$14,000.00 OBO. Call 
432-270-8531, 360-990-1767.

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2005 Pontiac Grand Prix -
25K One Owner Miles, Heated
Leather Seats,Sunroof.

Was $19,995

NOW $16,995

1999 Z-71 4X4 Extended
Cab - 74K, Local One Owner
Miles. Like New!

$15,995

2006 Pontiac Grand Prix  -
Loaded, 6 Way Power Seat,
CD Player, Immaculate One
Owner Miles, 1,382K.

Was $17,995

NOW $16,995

2003 GMC Yukon XL
Medium Brown, Tan Leather Interior, 

All Power, One Owner 46K Miles 

2004 Nissan Titan -
V8, 4X4, Off Road, All Power,
64K One Owner Miles.

$15,995

PONTIAC GMC
424 E. 3RD  •  BIG SPRING, TEXAS 

263-7625    888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

• See Our Ad In The Area Wide Phone Book •

9406

ReducedSold

$16,995

(432) 263-1284                                                          110 W. MarcyBig Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

GREAT LOCATION! GREAT PRICE! - Lovely 3 bedroom, 2 bath
home with open floor plan, excellent condition. 2 living areas, pretty

kitchen, large bedrooms and lots of storage, central heat/ref.air,
wood fence, patio, sprinkler system, storage shed and 2 car garage.

Call Joe Hughes @ (432) 270-7877 for an appointment today.

3202 FENN 8600

We Can Save 
You Money By

Advertising Your
Business In Our

Professional 
Service Directory! 

Call 
263-7331

for more information.

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Today’s first-quarter

moon in Aries is an
excellent strategist,
busily
calculating
future plans
with
Capricorn
sun. The
ventures we
give energy
to right now
will grow in
time, but we
do have to
throw our
chips in as a
show of faith. It feels
risky. And we never
know what will happen
next. Yet, we discover the
chutzpah to jump right in
and go for it.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). This is not the time
to make a big effort. All
you need to do is believe
and receive. Gemini and
Capricorn help you
realize what’s really
important — it’s not
necessarily what you
thought.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You’ve had your
doubts about your
neighborhood lately, but
when you go beyond the
small stuff, there is a
vibrant community out
there, worthy of your
active participation.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). With only 10 percent
more compassion for
yourself, you will
understand what
motivates you. With 10
percent more compassion
for others, you’ll know
their intention and accept
their gifts as loving
gestures.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Humans have a
tendency to be self-
involved, so it’s

endearing how you want
to know about things that
have nothing to do with
you. Approach new
relationships with
genuine curiosity and
you can’t go wrong.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
A new level of self-
acceptance makes
abundance much easier
for you to claim. Business
continues booming as
long as you don’t let your
successes go to your
head.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Dare to charge a
higher price for your
work — you’ll be even
more energized and
enthusiastic. Tonight, it’s
lucky to let your
generous instincts take
over; friends hold you in
high esteem.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
It’s not only you —
conflict is scary for
everyone. OK, it’s scarier
for you. Though you’re
not out to hurt feelings,
into every relationship a
little confrontation must
fall, otherwise someone is
not being real.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Open the doors of
conversation wide. A nice
social flow sparks
remarkable — almost
unbelievable —
opportunities. Tonight,
your faith in a close
friend will prove to have
been justified.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Maybe it seems
like the money is flying
out of your account, but
you can’t put a price tag
on experience. For now,
worry less about the cost
while you concentrate
more on your enjoyment
of all that’s going on. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Since no one

knows your needs better
than you, you can avoid
mistakes by marching to
your own drummer.
Shop, reinvent yourself,
look in the mirror, and
tell your unique story
with confidence.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). There’s a certain
project that won’t be
finished for months
unless you buckle down
and do it right now. If
you need to team up, you
are especially compatible
with Libra or Leo.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). The future you is
communicating with the
present you, letting you
know the decisions that
you can make today that
will still be extremely
enjoyable for years to
come. 

ASTROLOGICAL
TOPICS: Moon Phases:
The First-Quarter Moon.
Today’s first-quarter
moon is one of the more
active, busy moon phases
— I’m surprised you even
have time to read this!
Life can be so demanding
around now, and your
tasks and pursuits
require your utmost
attention and focus.
You’re busily engaging
your curiosity and
interests during the first
quarter moon, and just
when you get going, you
encounter distractions.
No, no one’s trying to
throw you off track.
You’re going to have to
commit to a clear
direction and strike:
“Darn the torpedoes! Full
speed ahead!” Think back
to just seven days ago
and you’ll find it easy to
summon up the strength
and force of your new-
moon impulse. Use this
first-quarter moon to

make new strides. You
can use that inspired
energy to make a clear
and definite step in the
right direction. Others
may question you. You
may question you. Don’t
be pulled backward by
the past or waver on the
uncertain future. You’ve
drafted the plan. You’ve
called the architect. Now
is the time to break real
ground, to lay foundation
for your goals with real-
world steps. For
manifesting real-world
events, this is the most
productive of all moon
phases. Give your goals a
home!

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Mirror, mirror on the
wall, who is the most
ambitious sign of all? LL
Cool is a purposeful
Capricorn who slickly
finesses his public image
and creativity. LL’s stage
name (ladies love cool
James) was an ambitious
start, but his Venus in
Sagittarius isn’t shy. To
LL, tooting his own horn
is nothing more than
good, honest PR. This
year, he pioneers
something completely
different than he’s done
before.

Holiday Mathis is the
author of “Rock Your
Stars.” If you would like
to write to Holiday
Mathis, please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

Dear Annie: When I
first met my wife, her
sister, “Vicki,” was
married with three
children. Vicki then
cheated on her husband
and they divorced.
Reluctantly, we let her
new beau into our lives.
Now, two kids into this
marriage, Vicki was
again caught cheating
with a married man and
is moving in with him
and his three kids. 

In the past seven years,
Vicki has had five
children with three
different fathers. She lies
constantly and never
seems to think anything
is wrong with her
behavior. I told my wife I
want nothing to do with
Vicki’s newest boyfriend
or his kids, and I don’t
want our children
exposed to their aunt’s
behavior. My wife’s
family acts as if nothing
has happened. My wife
thinks I’m being closed-
minded. What do you
say? — Storm Brewing in
D.C. 

Dear Storm Brewing:
We agree that Vicki is a
mess and we can
understand why you
don’t want to form a
relationship with a
married man who
cheated on his wife. But
your wife wishes to see
her sister, and that
apparently includes
subscribing to Boyfriend
of the Month. You can
teach your children that
such irresponsible
behavior is wrong
without cutting her off
entirely. For major
family gatherings, you
should make an effort to
be polite and serve as an
example of stability to
Vicki’s children.
Otherwise, tell your wife
she can see Vicki on her
own.

Dear Annie: My
daughter, “Gaia,” attends
a small private school
and is on one of the
school sports teams
where the parents are the
coaches. 

Gaia became friends

with “Marisa,” the
daughter of the coach.
When Gaia had a party
three weeks ago, she
invited her entire class,
and even included
Marisa’s younger sister.
During the party, we
discovered Marisa is
allergic to our cats, and
although she had to take
medicine, she was not
otherwise affected.

Last week, Marisa had a
party and everyone was
invited except my
daughter. To my
knowledge, the girls
haven’t had a falling out.
I understand she can
invite whomever she
chooses to a party.
However, I don’t
understand how you can
allow your child to
exclude another,
especially one who is a
friend and teammate. Do
you think it was about
her allergy? How should I
handle this? —
Wondering 

Dear Wondering: There
is no excuse for parents
to deliberately exclude
one child out of an entire
class. If it was the
allergy, the parents
should have explained
that to you. It’s also
possible Gaia’s invitation
was lost in the mail, or if
hand-delivered, Gaia may
have misplaced it and felt
too guilty to let on. The
best thing you can do
now is not make too
much of this and show
your daughter how to
take the high road. Every
unpleasantness is also a

learning experience.
However, if such
exclusion continues, you
should discuss it with the
school principal. 

Dear Annie: You agreed
that “Just Wondering”
had reason to be
suspicious because her
husband doesn’t allow
her in his office and
masks the personal phone
numbers of female co-
workers with initials. 

Early in my marriage, I
did not want my wife to
suffer the indignities of
my boorish co-workers. I
wasn’t contemplating
infidelity. I simply did
not want her around my
workmates. And plenty of
innocent people would
use initials in order to
avoid confrontation with
a suspicious spouse. 

When wives distrust
perfectly normal
behavior, it’s no wonder
their husbands become
secretive. If “Just
Wondering” feels the
need to comb through his
phone records for
evidence of wrongdoing,
either he has done
something to create
distrust or she has an
unhealthy predisposition
to suspicion. — Don’t
Want to Be a Spy 

Dear Spy: Sorry, we’re
not buying it. The
response to unwarranted
suspicions should be
complete disclosure.
Overly insecure spouses
need help, not more
secrets.

Annie’s Snippet (credit
Martin Luther King, Jr.):
Human progress is
neither automatic nor
inevitable. This is no
time for apathy or
complacency. This is a
time for vigorous positive
action.

Dear Annie: My mother
passed away a few
months ago, so I began
inviting my lonely
stepfather for dinner and
told him to drop by and
visit any time. He often
came over four times in a
day.

One day, he told me
he’s had feelings for me

for nearly 25 years. He
wanted to know if there
was any chance for us
and proceeded to ask if
he could see me naked. I
was in shock! I wanted to
cry. I’ve always thought
of him as a father. He
gave me away when I got
married. He was the
grandfather to my
children. I told him these
things, but I don’t think
he heard me.

Now I don’t want to go
to his house (I miss going
because of the memories
of my mother), and I
don’t want to see him.
When he calls my house,
I don’t want to answer
the phone. My husband
and children are
beginning to question
why I no longer invite
him for dinner. My
children are grown and
don’t live with me, and
my husband works all
week, so I’m alone most
of the time. I’m afraid to
open my door. I haven’t
told anyone. What do I
do? — Shocked and
Reshocked

Dear Shocked: How old
is your stepfather? Such
inappropriate sexual
behavior can be a sign of
dementia and lowered
inhibitions, and the
stress of your mother’s
death could have tipped
him over the edge.
Discuss this rationally
and calmly with your
husband and see if you
can arrange for your
stepfather to get a
complete checkup. In the
meantime, it’s OK to visit
your stepfather or have
him for dinner, as long as
your husband or children
are with you. If he should
make another
inappropriate pass, tell
him firmly that you are
not interested and he
must stop asking. If
necessary, your husband
can tell him the same
thing.

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column.

HHOLIDAYOLIDAY
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CENTER
Continued from Page 1A

of the vote, Barr polled
the commissioners, with
Brown, who remained
silent during the original
vote, supporting the
transfer, and Simer —
who had also remained
silent — voting against it.

The court’s decision
was anything but pleas-
ing for the Senior Center
patrons gathered in the
courtroom.

“Leslie (Grantham,
director of the center) has
done a fantastic job. She
hasn’t been there  long,
but she’s improved it and
increased it, and she’s
constantly had to hassle
with the same people who
are fixing to take it over,”
said Tom Guess, one of
many area seniors who
participate in dancing at
the center. “I don’t see
how it can do anything
but eventually collapse if
you all walk off and leave

Leslie hanging in the
noose. That’s what you all
are doing. She’ll be gone
within three months, and
she’s done a fantastic job.
You all are putting her
out there, on a limb.

“I still feel like you’re
leaving all of us in a lurch
by turning this over to
the city. Because the
same people that have
caused all the problems
will have total control.”

Local resident Mary
Gresset echoed Guess’
concerns, saying the
county is putting the cen-
ter into the hands of the
very people who have sab-
otaged its operation.

“She’s (Grantham) had a
lot of problems. She’s had
a lot of people that have
called every time she
stubs her toe, and here we
go again,” said Gresset.
“It’s time we move for-
ward. We’re in our golden
years, supposedly. And
these golden years are
getting tough. I have faith
in you all, that you can

run it. I know it’s a
headache, but it wasn’t a
headache before certain
people got in there and
started messing it up, and
ever since then it’s gone
down hill.”

C.V. Wash, another
senior who uses the facil-
ity, said rumors have
been flying since the
transfer was announced,
and expressed concern
over possible plans to
charge seniors for holding
dances at the center.

“We’ve heard so many
rumors that we don’t
know what’s going on. I
guess we’re not supposed
to,” said Wash. “We heard
that if Big Spring took it
over, as far as our little
bunch of dancers are con-
cerned, they’re going to
start charging us —
because we’re organized
or a club — $100 a night.
That’s the latest one I’ve
heard. We can hardly pay
the band now.”

Barr said the rumor has
no basis, as far as his

talks with the city are
concerned.

“I haven’t heard that,”
said Barr firmly. “And
it’s never been brought up
by the mayor or any other
representative from the
city... I know this is a dif-
ficult situation for you
all, and it has been for me
and this commissioner’s
court. I really think it’s
best for the city to take it
over because they have a
better idea of how to run
things like this. The coun-
ty isn’t really set up for it,
to really do you all a good
job.

“If the city does take it
over, you should take
your grievances before
them, and make them
known. Let them know
what your feelings are.”

According to Simer, he
voted against the measure
because he feels it
deserves more research.

“I just felt like we
should have given it a lit-
tle bit longer,” said
Simer. “Our revenue

doesn’t run out until the
end of the year, and I
think there are some
more things we should
have looked into before
we just turn it over to
them.”

Barr said he feels the
court did the right thing.

“I wish it had been
unanimous,” said Barr.
“But that’s everyone pre-
rogative. The thing about
this that was most weigh-
ing on my mind was
where this will leave our
Senior Center director.
You heard from the peo-
ple what a great job she’s
doing, and what the city
will do there worries me.
In preliminary talks with
the city, I feel like it’s bet-
ter in the long run for
them to handle (the cen-
ter) because they have
more resources than the
county.

“As far as contributing
money, the county is fine.
But as far as running it is
concerned, I’m not sure
we have the resources to
really put it in there and
do it like the city would.
I’ve talked to officials
with the city, and they
believe they will expand
the services out there,
which would be great. I
think, in the long run, the
seniors will be pleased
with this decision.”

Barr said the matter
will now have to go to the
Big Spring City Council
before responsibility for
the facility can be trans-
ferred.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com.

ARSON
Continued from Page 1A

of Creighton,” said
Condray. “It was a mobile
home. Damage to the
home was minimal
because the firefighters
were able to get it out
very quickly. They really
did a great job.

“The fire is being inves-
tigated as a suspicious
fire. We believe it was
purposefully set. There
was no one in the home at
the time of the fire, and
no injuries were report-
ed.”

A little more than an
hour after the fire was
reported, Condray said
firefighters were called to
a second home in the
neighborhood.

“The second call came
in at 3:33 a.m.,” said
Condray. “This one was
reported in the 700 block
of Creighton and was also
a single-family residence.
However, this one was a
house.”

Condray said the fire
spread beyond the resi-
dence.

“The damage is estimat-
ed between $6,000 and
$8,000,” said Condray.
“The fire spread from the
home to a carport, damag-
ing a vehicle that was
parked there. The damage
to this home was much
more extensive than the
first fire. This one is also
being investigated as a
suspicious fire, and we
believe it to be purpose-
fully set.”

Condray said both fires
are currently under

investigation.
While the pair of fires

in Big Spring’s west side
may register as suspi-
cious with Condray, the
fire marshal said a third
structure fire — reported
at at 9:15 p.m. at the
Ponderosa Apartments in
the 1400 block of E. Sixth
Street — was simply a
case of mechanical fail-
ure.

“The fire was caused by
a clothes dryer that had
overheated. The guys had
it out in a matter of min-
utes and damage was con-
tained to the dryer unit
and the clothes — which
were just embers —
inside.”

Condray said no
injuries were reported.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-

7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com
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MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Affordable
pre-need plans

1801 East FM 700    (432) 263-2232

◆ ALIEN VS. PREDATOR - REQUIEM (R) 4:20 PM  7:20 PM  

◆ ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (PG)   4:30 PM  7:30 PM

◆ IN THE NAME OF THE KING (PG-13)   4:00 PM  7:00 PM

◆ THE WATER HORSE: LELGEND OF THE DEEP (PG)   4:10 PM  7:10 PM

ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

VALID 1/ 14/08 THRU 1/17/087
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ♦ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Showtimes available at cinemark.com

9514

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child

Up to 10 People
(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 1/31/08
9479

8671

Western and Firearms Auction
Saturday January 19th 10AM- Preview Friday

10am-3pm

1009 W Industrial Midland Texas

Annual “Cowboy” Sale
Impressive Collection of Western Memorabilia and Firearms featuring
Spurs, 1910 Saddle, 1870’s Bronze, G Harvey, Early Navajo Bowl, US
marked Saddle bags Gold coins and more 

FIRE ARMS: Collectible LC Smith Shotguns, 8 Colt Commerative
revolvers, Winchester, Ruger, Smith &Wesson, Baretta, Marlin and oth-
ers

ART: G. Harvey print, Impressive 1870 Bronze by Dubucand, Original
Oils & Watercolor, Remington Prints, Robert E Lee portrait signed by
Lee, and more

COINS: over 40 lots including Gold St Gaudens and Double Eagle, 7
Carson City Dollars, Silver, good variety of coins

DECORATIVE ITEMS: Leather and Hide Chairs, Native American rug,
Furniture, Longhorns, Glass top table with carved horse head base,
Winchester Cartridge Lithograph, Blankets, Mexican Pottery , Aladdin
Lincoln Drape Lamp, Cowhides and more

OTHER : Books, Painted Ponies, Saltillo Blanket, Holsters, Silver and
Turquoise jewelry, Lariat, Spurs including Crockett, Crockett Renalde,
North and Judd, Kelly and others, Coup stick, Buckles, Many Western
decorative items, Primitives and much more

CAN'T ATTEND THE AUCTION, BID LIVE, BEFORE OR DURING THE
AUCTION-BID ONLINE AT:

WWW.PROXIBID.COM/ASUNLIMITED
(15% buyers premium on internet bids)

Terms and conditions: 10% Buyers Premium, Cash, Check, Credit
Cards 

Tim Watkins Tx Lic 13861
1009 W Industrial Midland

432-683-2262 or 432-349-6890

www.auctionsandservices.com or www.auction

1009 W. Industrial Midland, Texas

FISD
Continued from Page 1A

he was principal at Elbow
Elementary for two
years.

In other business,
trustees:

• Retained the Stanton
accounting firm of
Stallings and Herm as the
district’s auditor.

• Approved a textbook
adoption committee to
select an elementary
math textbook for next
school year.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

By ANGELA K. BROWN
Associated Press Writer

STEPHENVILLE — In
this farming community
where nightfall usually
brings clear, starry skies,
residents are abuzz over
reported sightings of what
many believe is a UFO.

Several dozen people —
including a pilot, county
constable and business
owners — insist they
have seen a large silent
object with bright lights
flying low and fast. Some
reported seeing fighter
jets chasing it.

“People wonder what in

the world it is because
this is the Bible Belt, and
everyone is afraid it’s the
end of times,” said Steve
Allen, a freight company
owner and pilot who said
the object he saw last
week was a mile long and
half a mile wide. “It was
positively, absolutely
nothing from these
parts.”

While federal officials
insist there’s a logical
explanation, locals swear
that it was larger, quieter,
faster and lower to the
ground than an airplane.
They also said the object’s
lights changed configura-

tion, unlike those of a
plane. People in several
towns who reported see-
ing it over several weeks
have offered similar
descriptions of the object.

Machinist Ricky
Sorrells said friends made
fun of him when he told
them he saw a flat, metal-
lic object hovering about
300 feet over a pasture
behind his Dublin home.
But he decided to come
forward after reading
similar accounts in the
Stephenville Empire-
Tribune.

“You hear about big
bass or big buck in the

area, but this is a differ-
ent deal,” Sorrells said.
“It feels good to hear that
other people saw some-
thing, because that means
I’m not crazy.”

Sorrells said he’s seen
the object several times.
He said he watched it
through his rifle’s tele-
scopic lens and described
it as very large and with-
out seams, nuts or bolts.

Maj. Karl Lewis, a
spokesman for the 301st
Fighter Wing at the Joint
Reserve Base Naval Air
Station in Fort Worth,
said no F-16s or other air-
craft from his base were

in the area the night of
Jan. 8, when many sight-
ings were reported.

Lewis said the object
may have been an illusion
caused by two commer-
cial airplanes. Lights
from the aircraft would
seem unusually bright
and may appear orange
due to the setting sun.

“I’m 90 percent sure this
was an airliner,” Lewis
said. “With the sun’s
angle, it can play tricks
on you.”

Officials at the region’s
two Air Force bases —
Dyess in Abilene and
Sheppard in Wichita Falls

— also said none of their
aircraft were in the area
last week. The Air Force
no longer investigates
UFOs.

About 200 UFO sight-
ings are reported each
month, mostly in
California, Colorado and
Texas, according to the
Mutual UFO Network,
which plans to go to the
17,000-resident town of
Stephenville to investi-
gate.

Fourteen percent of
Americans polled last
year by The Associated
Press and Ipsos say they
have seen a UFO.

Stephenville abuzz over reported UFO sightings
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Is the war a debatable point?

Trade deals boost illegal immigrationEDITORIAL
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

OOURUR VVIEWSIEWS

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

AA
s we reach the middle of January, we’re in
the midst of the observance of National
Stalking Awareness Month and it’s impor-
tant to remember that stalking is a con-

stant problem and it’s important to let victims know
help is always available.

Stalking is not a one-time occurrence. Its is a
crime that leaves its victim fearful 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. No place — not even home — is
safe if a stalker knows where the victim lives.
Victims spend their days and nights looking over
their shoulder, often changing jobs, relocating their
homes and even changing their appearance to
escape the stalker.

And nobody deserves to have to live that way.
Victim Services Executive Director Shann Smith

says it is vitally important that everyone be aware
of the “10 Things You Need to Know About
Stalking.” They are:

1. Stalking is a crime.
Stalking is a course of conduct directed at a spe-

cific person that places a reasonable person in fear
for her or his safety. It is against the law in every
state. Stalking across state lines or in federal terri-
tories is illegal under federal law.

2. Many people are stalked.
One in 12 women and one in 45 men will be stalked

in their lifetimes. Some 1.4 million people are
stalked every year in the United States.

3. Stalking can be very dangerous.
About 76 percent of women killed by their inti-

mate partners were stalked by these partners before
they were killed. All stalkers should be considered
unpredictable and very dangerous.

4. Stalking is harmful and intrusive.
Stalking victims often lose time from work or

never return to work, and some even relocate to
regain a sense of safety. Many suffer from anxiety,
insomnia and severe depression as a result of being
stalked.

5. Anyone can be stalked — not just celebrities.
The vast majority of stalking victims are ordinary

people. Furthermore, most stalkers are not
strangers, but are known by their victim.

6. Stalking can occur during a relationship, after a
relationship, or in the absence of a relationship.

Stalking often begins during a relationship.
Stalkers may keep the victim under surveillance or
threaten her or him. Others begin stalking after the
victim has ended the relationship, and the stalker
feels desperate to maintain or regain control. Still
others become fixated on a victim without ever hav-
ing had any relationship with the person. All forms
of stalking are unpredictable, and all should be con-
sidered dangerous.

7. Technology can be used to stalk.
Although newly-developed technology enhances

our lives, it can also empower criminals. Cell
phones, computers and surveillance equipment are
just some of the technologies stalkers now use.

8. An effective response to stalking includes the
entire community.

Police, prosecutors, advocates, educators,
reporters, neighbors … everyone can and should
play a part in stopping stalking. Working together,
we can make victims safer.

9. You can make a difference.
Call Victim Services of Big Spring at 263-3312 to

learn what you can do about stalking or visit the
Nations Center for Victims of Crime’s Website at
www.ncvc.org to learn more about stalking and how
to fight it.

10. Help is available.
If you or someone you know is being stalked, call

Victim Services at 263-3312 for immediate local help.
In addition, you can call 1-800-FYI-CALL for assis-
tance.

Remember, Victim Services’ staff and volunteers
are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365
days a year. So, call them if you need help. Your life
could depend on it.

AA SSMALLMALL PPRARAYERYER

May we take charge of what works in our life, Lord, for
You.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

II
n one of its last acts of 2007,
Congress approved a Peru
trade deal that would expand
the failed NAFTA trade

deregulation model further into
Latin America.  

Perhaps paying closer attention
to NAFTA’s track
record would help
Democrats and
Republicans alike
understand why we
will never find viable
solutions to the chal-
lenge of immigration
reform without first
addressing our bank-
rupt agriculture and
trade policy.  

In 1994, NAFTA
advocates — includ-
ing then President Bill Clinton —
promised that its passage would
reduce immigration by creating
more good paying jobs in Mexico.
In 1996, the Republican Congress
passed, and President Clinton
signed, the Freedom-to-Farm Bill,
promising a new approach that
would allow farmers to export
their way to prosperity. While
NAFTA deregulated the border
with Mexico, the 1996 Farm Bill
deregulated domestic agricultural
markets. The combination was
lethal.  

Agricultural trade deregulation
allowed the unfettered overproduc-
tion of essential crops like corn,
which caused farm prices to
plunge. Multinational agribusi-
nesses then proceeded to dump
these crops into Mexico at below
the cost of production, displacing
Mexican farmers from their own
market. By 2006, Mexico had lost
more than 2 million agricultural
jobs, including as many as 1.7 mil-
lion small farmers who were

forced from their land and into
urban areas within Mexico or
north to the U.S.  

The U.S. response has been to
further militarize the border, with
an estimated 2,000 to 3,000
migrants having died trying to
cross since 1995. As many predict-
ed, this militarization failed.
Mexican migration to the U.S.
increased by 1.5 million from 2000-
2005, peaking at an estimated
500,000 undocumented migrants
entering the country annually by
2005 and 2006.  

On the U.S. side of the border,
the promise of expanded exports
now rings hollow also as our coun-
try is poised to become a net
importer of food for the first time
in half a century. And the low
commodity prices resulting from
the 1996 Farm Bill have caused
200,000 U.S. farmers to join their
Mexican counterparts in being
forced off their farms.  

Some say the definition of insan-
ity is doing the same thing over
and over again and expecting a
different result. Passing the Peru
and other pending trade deregula-
tion agreements fits that defini-
tion. Peru’s agricultural provi-
sions are virtually identical to
NAFTA’s. Like Mexico, a large
segment of the Peruvian popula-
tion lives in rural areas and is
heavily dependent for survival on
the production of key staple crops
by small-scale farmers. Also, like
Mexico, these farmers will be
forced off their land, because the
Peru trade deal requires the
removal of the remaining tariffs
that provide the only protection
for these staple crops against
predatory dumping by U.S.
agribusinesses into Peru’s local
markets. And, like Mexico, these

small farmers will be forced to
migrate to urban areas and to the
north—including to the United
States. 

It is remarkable that both
Democratic leaders and
Republicans continue to ignore the
consensus among voters that the
NAFTA model has failed. A recent
Wall Street Journal poll found that
60 percent of American voters
nationwide believe that our cur-
rent trade policy has hurt, not
helped, the U.S. economy.  

Instead of expanding this failed
model, we should be having a real
debate on what a viable alterna-
tive agricultural trade policy
would look like. Surely it would
support more diversified and sus-
tainable farming that would keep
family farmers — both at home
and abroad — on their land and in
their rural communities. In the
U.S., we should start by ensuring
that farmers receive a fair price
from the marketplace by restoring
a sane commodity policy and bol-
stering antitrust enforcement in
the pending Farm Bill.

Internationally, we should make
it a top priority to negotiate a ban
on the predatory dumping of agri-
cultural commodities at below the
cost of production onto world mar-
kets, which devastates farmers
everywhere. 

And, we should reject unfair
trade deals like the ill-advised
Peru deal and upcoming
Columbia, Panama and Korea
agreements.  

R. Dennis Olson is a senior policy
analyst at the Institute for
Agriculture and Trade Policy,
headquartered in Minneapolis.
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OO
n “Meet the Press”
Sunday, Democratic
presidential hopeful Sen.
Hillary Clinton repeated

her bogus claim that she voted for
the Iraq War resolution because
she thought it was “a vote to put
inspectors back in to
determine what
threat Saddam
Hussein did, in fact,
pose.” 

She’s taking heat
for her vote on the
war. 

What to do? 
Deflect the heat

from her record.
So she hit Barack

Obama for not being
sufficiently anti-war.
It’s not enough that,
as an Illinois state senator in 2002,
Obama delivered a speech against
the war, Clinton charged Sunday,
because he pulled a video of that
speech from his Web site in 2003.
He waited 18 months after he was
elected to the U.S. Senate to deliv-
er a speech against the war on the
Senate floor.

In 2004, Obama told the New
York Times he isn’t sure how he
would have voted on the war.
(Forget that he said so the week of
the Democratic National
Convention as he was stumping
for John Kerry, who had voted for
the war.) 

As a candidate in 2004, Obama
had said he would vote against
funding the war. 

After he was elected, he voted to
fund the war, he said, to protect
U.S. troops.

Also, Obama flip-flopped on the
timeline issue — he was against a
withdrawal timeline before he was

for one. It is Obama’s opposition
to the war, Bill Clinton said, that
amounts to “the biggest fairytale
I’ve ever seen.” The Clintons’ call
for greater scrutiny on Obama’s
Iraq record is handy, considering
how poorly Hillary answers scruti-
ny of her own record.

Yes, the flip-flops on funding and
timelines should prompt
Democrats to ask themselves
about how Obama would govern if
sent to the White House. But why
does Hillary Clinton think
Obama’s Iraq record is problemat-
ic? When Obama said in 2004 he
wasn’t sure how he would have
voted, Clinton argued, “Well, the
fact is, he’s always saying that he
doesn’t take positions for political
reasons. That is a political expla-
nation.”

When “Meet the Press” host Tim
Russert asked Clinton if Obama
showed “better judgment” on the
war vote, Clinton’s reaction was
instructive: “You know, look, judg-
ment is not a single snapshot.

Judgment is what you do across
the course of your life and your
career.” Russert responded, “A
vote for a war is very important
vote.”

To which Clinton said, “Well,
you know, Tim, we can have this
Jesuitical argument about what
exactly was meant.” Later, she
chided Russert because the first
part of “Meet the Press” was spent
“talking about a speech [Obama’s]
and a vote [hers] from 2002.”

Think about that. Clinton voted
for a resolution that, according to
its title, would “authorize the use
of United States Armed Forces
against Iraq.” You had to be a 5-
year-old — or a Democratic sena-
tor with presidential aspirations

— to believe that the measure was
about putting U.N. inspectors in
Iraq. And besides, as she voted for
the resolution, Clinton said that a
“pre-emptive war” would be “a
mistake.”

A mistake? Some 165,000 U.S.
troops are serving in Iraq. As of
Monday, there were 3,921 service
members counted as dead. Yet
Clinton dismissed her pro-war
vote as one of many actions, a
quick pic in a montage of
moments. Hold it against Obama if
his rhetoric flagged, she suggest-
ed, but don’t hold it against her if
she voted for a war resolution
thinking it was something else.

I thought Clinton did the right
thing voting for the war resolu-
tion, but then I was foolish
enough to think that, having done
so, she would do right by the
troops who were tasked with car-
rying out the will of Washington.

Instead, she turned her back on
the mission when the polls showed
Americans had soured on the war.
Cold to the plight of those who put
their lives on the line, she pro-
claimed in February, “This is
George W. Bush’s war” — as if
she could toss it like a hot potato.
She opposed the surge, which
reduced U.S. casualties. She was
too busy trying to win the White
House to work to win the war.

Hillary Clinton likes to say that
she is “rooted in real people.” But
as her tack on Iraq has shown, to
her, real people serving in Iraq
are like angels on a pinhead —
subject to Jesuitical argument.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.
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FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• GEORGE W. BUSH
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-5922

• JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFLIN
State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (432) 213-2897 or
(512) 463-0604

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

RUSS MCEWEN, MAYOR —
Home: 263-0907; Work
(Russ McEwen Insurance):
267-1413.

GREG BIDDISON — Home:
267-6009; Work (Greg’s
Grill): 267-7121.

MANUEL RAMIREZ JR. —
Home: 268-9692; Work
(VAMC): 263-7361.

STEPHANIE HORTON —
Home: 264-0306; Work (VA
Medical Center): 263-7361.

JOANN STAULCUP —
Home: 263-4980.

GLORIA MCDONALD —
Home: 263-4835. Work:
267-7121.

TROY TOMPKINS — Home:
267-8769. Work: 263-0180.

HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

MARK BARR, COUNTY

JUDGE — Home and Office:
(432) 517-0707.

EMMA BROWN — Home:
267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-
0724; Work (Jerry's
Barbers): 267-5471.

BILL CROOKER — Home:
263-2566.

GARY SIMER — Home:
263-0260.
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We all have a
need to know
stalking signs
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LL
anding on the
slow moving
creek, the bird
was carried by

the current along the
shoreline as it searched
for food. The bottom-
land’s dense
growth of
salt-cedar
offered win-
tering
waterfowl
protection
from preda-
tors and a
quiet restful
place
devoid of
automobiles
and
hunters. 

As it bobbed forward,
then under the shallow
water, the small bird
probed in the mud for
aquatic insects, larvae
and worms. Tender bites
of water plants were also
taken. In early fall, it

had availed itself of
berries, wild grapes, nuts
and acorns as its migra-
tion took it southward.
Grain fields had offered
residues of corn, wheat,
barley and oats that it
found to its liking. 

Floating under the
highway bridge, the bird
and its companions were
a striking sight as they
readily fed their insa-
tiable appetites. With
bodies half submerged,
feet kicking in the air,
the birds seemed to
appreciate what nature
had given them. Just as
they had eaten in one
accord, they floated fur-
ther on the creek until in
unison, they lifted in a
strong, swift flight to the
southeast. 

For weeks employees at
the water treatment plant
had heard random gun 

See TEAL, Page 6A
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HOWARD COUNTY JUNIOR
LIVESTOCK SHOW

2007 ADD ON’S
KELLY NEWTON INSURANCE AGENCY

BIG SPRING FARM SUPPLY
BIG SPRING GIN

CO-OP GIN OF BIG SPRING
FARMERS COOP GIN ACKERLY

SHERRY WEGNER AGENCY
SUNSET TESTERS

CARING HEARTS HOME HEALTH
JACK CATHY CONST.
T HILL PRODUCTION
KLASSIC KLEANERS
PARTEE DRILLING

DAVES TUBING TESTERS
ZIMMALEW BOEKER

EZELL KEY
BOB & PAM NICHOLS

CHRIS GASKINS
HARDGRAVE WELDING SERVICE

PERMIAN DISTRIBUTING
SHAW FARMS INC

WESLEY BEAUCHAMP STATE FARM
JESSCO

NEAL & PAULA HENRY
SONIC DRIVE IN
STELLS BROOKS

BISON AMERICAN INC.
SURETY TITLE COMPANY

DR. PABLO TEVENI
CAREY BURCHETT

ABSOLUTE APPRAISAL SERVICE
TROY ROBERTS FAMILY

GOLDEN PEANUT CO.
JANA LONG

KLEMKES  SAUSAGE  COMP.
NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE STORE

JOHNNY RUSSWORM

Sands FFA, Coahoma FFA and The Howard County
4-H Members want to thank you for your 

contributions and all your support in the past year.

8465

1702 Gregg • 263-1381

9383

Courtesy photo

From summers in Alaska to fall and winter on inland lakes, rivers and the Texas coast, the American green-winged teal is
a little over a foot in length, with a wingspan of about two feet. An expert diver, the small bird can swim long distances
underwater.

Bird Poop:
Youngster’s ‘fun’
proves fatal for
green-winged teal

BBEBEEBE
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WW
e have all
had acci-
dents at
some time in

our lives. We have
spilled the milk or bro-
ken the cookie jar —
completely
by accident
— but we
have not
known
exactly
what to do
next. 

Such is a
story of a
little boy
visiting his
grandpar-
ents on
their farm.
He was given a slingshot
to play with out in the
woods. He practiced in
the woods, but he could
never hit the target.

Getting a little discour-
aged, he headed back for
dinner. As he was walk-
ing back, he saw
Grandma’s pet duck. Just
out of impulse, he let the
slingshot fly, hit the
duck square in the head
and killed it. He was
shocked and grieved.

In a panic, he hid the
dead duck in the wood
pile, only to see his sister
watching! Sally had seen
it all, but she said noth-

ing.
After lunch the next

day, Grandma said,
“Sally, let’s wash the
dishes.” But Sally said,
“Grandma, Johnny told
me he wanted to help in
the kitchen.”

Then she whispered to
him, “Remember the
duck?”

So Johnny did the dish-
es. Later that day,
Grandpa asked if the
children wanted to go
fishing and Grandma
said, “I’m sorry but I
need Sally to help make
supper.”

Sally just smiled and
said, “Well that’s all
right because Johnny
told me he wanted to
help.” She whispered
again, “Remember the
duck?”

So Sally went fishing
and Johnny stayed to
help.

After several days of
Johnny doing both his
chores and Sally’s, he
finally couldn’t stand it
any longer. He went to
Grandma and confessed
that he had killed the
duck.

Grandma knelt down,
gave him a hug and said,
“Sweetheart, I know. You
see, I was standing at the
window and I saw the

whole thing, but because
I love you, I forgave you.
I was just wondering
how long you would let
Sally make a slave of
you.” 

I have discovered that
when an accident occurs,
the best policy is to open-
ly admit the guilt, take
the responsibility, ask
for forgiveness, be honest
and sincere and move on
with life.

No matter how we plan
or what precautions we
make, there will come a
time when an accident
will occur. We must take
Grandma’s attitude, for-
give and not allow
“Sally” to dominate our
lives and control us.

Accidents are a part of
life and will often bring
pain but should be for-
given.

We should also forgive
ourselves and not hold
on to guilty feelings
which can be self
destructive. We are
worth forgiveness.

I heard of a well-known
speaker who started off
his seminar by holding
up a $20 bill. In the room
of 200, he asked, “Who
would like this $20 bill?”
Hands started going up. 

See RYAN, Page 6A

Parent’s Corner:
It’s important we remember
our worth, no matter what
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TEAL
Continued from Page 5A

fire. Having alerted law
enforcement, they hoped
it would cease. Since
some of their work
entailed being outside,
they were apprehensive
of stray bullets.

Attempts to catch the
part-time shooter had
been unsuccessful. Daily,
a game warden hid in the
heavy growth that began
at the fence line and con-
tinued on downstream.
His only companion was
silence except for the
occasional country traf-
fic.

Seeing the closely-
bunched flock of ducks
rise suddenly from the
creek to the north, the
officer appreciated the
sight of waterfowl on an
otherwise boring day. As
the fliers twisted and
turned as they
approached the roadway,
the startling sharp report
of a gun came from just
down the road.

“Could you come pick
up an injured bird?”
asked the game warden
when he called. “I need a
positive ID.”

Saying we’d be right
there, I grabbed a field
guide on birds. Since a
duck had been men-
tioned, we might need
some pictures for refer-
ence. In all the years
we’d been called out, I

had never heard the offi-
cer’s voice sound so trou-
bled.

The warden’s pickup
was parked behind an
older model coupe.
Pressed against the front
of the faded vehicle, with
his elbows on the hood,
head in hands, appeared
to be a teenage boy.

As we walked toward
the warden, he motioned
for us to stop so the
young person could not
hear our conversation. I
commented that the
teenager looked like he
was going to throw up.

“He already has,”
replied the officer.

Approaching an area of
the hood near the teen,
the warden gently laid
the struggling bird on
some old rags atop the
metal surface. Then he
introduced us as the peo-
ple who work with
injured birds. “Tell him
what will happen to the
duck.”

Extending the wings,
we both identified it as a
green-winged teal. The
injured wing was dam-
aged beyond repair. By
federal law, we were
obligated to have the bird
euthanized.

Handing us the duck,
the warden escorted the
teen to his pickup. Then
he returned. “I know his
dad. I’ve known this kid
since he was little. My
disappointment in what
he did is worse than the

fines he’ll have to pay.
On top of that is his
dad.”

Then he walked back to
his truck. Driving off
with the teenager, the
warden left the coupe
and us behind.

In its winter plumage,
the small, brownish gray
duck that I held in my

lap had a buff-colored
breast spotted with black.
Visible, even with its
wings closed, were the
patches of green, irides-
cent feathers that con-
trasted with the sur-
rounding feathers of each
wing.

This little teal had been
denied his colorful

plumage of the next
breeding season. Never
again would he sport the
glossy green ear patches
on each side of his brown
head. Nor the white ver-
tical stripes on each side
of his breast in front of
his wing feathers.

The breeding strut of
the male, as it stood up

in the water with extend-
ed wings, no longer
would be enjoyed by this
bird on a northern lake.
By a single shot, an
ancient ritual had been
silenced.

Bebe McCasland is fed-
erally and state licensed
to rehabilitate wild birds.
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Howard County Feed
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Located In The Big Spring Mall
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RYAN
Continued from Page 5A

He said, “I am going to
give this $20 to one of
you but first, let me do
this. He proceeded to
crumple up the $20 dollar
bill. He then asked,
“Who still wants it?”
Still the hands were up
in the air.

“Well,” he replied,
“what if I do this?” Then
he dropped it on the
ground and started to
grind it into the floor
with his shoe. He picked
it up, now crumpled and
dirty.

“Now, who still wants
it?” Still the hands went
into the air.

“My friends, we have
all learned a very valu-
able lesson. No matter
what I did to the money,
you still wanted it
because it did not

decrease in value. It was
still worth $20. Many
times in our lives, we
are dropped, crumpled
and ground into the dirt
by the decisions we
make and the circum-
stances that come our
way. We feel as though
we are worthless. But no
matter what has hap-
pened or what will hap-
pen, you will never lose
your value.”

Dirty or clean, crum-
pled or finely creased,
you are still priceless to
those who love you.
What we do or who we
know does not determine
the worth of our lives,
but by who we are.

Each of us is special
for who we are and must
never forget it.

Darrell Ryan is director
of federal programs for
the Big Spring
Independent School
District.

MM
iddle age can be
defined as the
spring cleaning of
life. Out with the

old, in with the new. It is a
period of
makeover for our
minds and bodies.

Young people
might say that
it’s out with the
new and in with
the old and
decrepit. In fact,
that’s what I used
to think. Now,
however, I am
middle-aged and
those thoughts do
not apply, of
course.

That’s actually part of the

transition: You need to con-
vince yourself that you are at
the peak of your life and not
on the downhill slope. How
long you stay on that precari-
ous peak is entirely up to you.
I’ve come to realize, though,
that it is better to be on the
downhill slope than the uphill
slope. The uphill slope was
way too much work.

Middle age is a time of dis-
covery. You are just recogniz-
ing your full potential and
you’re beginning to reap the
rewards of your hard work.
You are discovering strengths
you didn’t know you had.

It’s a time for trying new
things to eat because the kids
are no longer on a diet that is
exclusively macaroni and

cheese or Chicken McNuggets.
My husband made fried pota-

toes with eggs for breakfast
one morning and decided to
spice it up with something
he’d found in our front lawn.
He said they were wild onions,
but as far as I’m concerned,
anything from my lawn is
called grass. I tried it anyway,
though, because that’s what we
middle-agers do.

It is also the time when the
boiling tempo of love has qui-
eted to a slow simmer. It’s defi-
nitely there, but making love
has become dependent on
whether we picked the winner
on American Idol. I think we
had more energy on the uphill
slope.

Sometimes it’s hard to tell

whether you’ve reached middle
age. If you knew ahead of time
at what age you’d kick the
bucket, you could divide that
number in half and know.
Thank goodness we are not
privy to that information.

For my husband and me, it
was easy to recognize, though.
My husband has a one-cup cof-
fee maker that uses those lit-
tle, tiny, one-serving coffee
products that look like a Dixie
cup filled with coffee. That
should have been our first
clue.

I have a watch that my hus-
band had given me for
Christmas five years ago,
whose battery had just given
up the ghost. It was the first
watch I’d ever owned without

numbers on it and I was start-
ing to have trouble reading it.
As a result, I don’t know how
long it had been dead before I
realized it. That should have
been our second clue.

But the thing that put us
over the edge is that his coffee
could only be bought in Bed,
Bath and Beyond, and my
watch battery could only be
found in a Radio Shack. This
is when my husband found
himself with a deep and abid-
ing urge to visit a linen store
and I found myself desperate
to find a store that sells pri-
marily electronic parts.

We are indeed middle aged.

Laura Snyder can be e-mailed
at lsnyder@lauraonlife.com.

Laura on Life: Middle age can actually be a time of role reversal
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This Date
In History

Today is Tuesday, Jan. 15,
the 15th day of 2008. There
are 351 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Jan. 15, 1929, civil
rights leader Martin Luther
King Jr. was born in
Atlanta.

On this date:
In 1559, England’s Queen

Elizabeth I was crowned in
Westminster Abbey.

In 1777, the people of New
Connecticut declared their
independence. (The tiny
republic later became the
state of Vermont.)

In 1844, the University of
Notre Dame received its
charter from the state of
Indiana.

In 1908, 100 years ago,
nuclear physicist Edward
Teller was born in Budapest,
Austria-Hungary.

In 1942, Jawaharlal Nehru
was named to succeed
Mohandas K. Gandhi as
head of India’s Congress

Party.
In 1943, work was complet-

ed on the Pentagon, head-
quarters of the U.S.
Department of Defense.

In 1947, the mutilated
remains of Elizabeth Short,
the 22-year-old aspiring
actress now known as the
“Black Dahlia,” were found
in a vacant Los Angeles lot.

In 1967, the Green Bay
Packers of the National
Football League defeated the
Kansas City Chiefs of the
American Football League
35-10 in the first AFL-NFL
World Championship Game,
retroactively known as
Super Bowl I.

In 1973, President Nixon
announced the suspension
of all U.S. offensive action in
North Vietnam, citing
progress in peace negotia-
tions.

In 1978, two students at
Florida State University in
Tallahassee, Lisa Levy and
Margaret Bowman, were
murdered in their sorority
house. (Ted Bundy was later
convicted of the crime, and
executed.)

Today’s Birthdays: Actress
Margaret O’Brien is 71.
Singer Don Van Vliet (aka

“Captain Beefheart”) is 67.
Actress Andrea Martin is 61.
Actor-director Mario Van
Peebles is 51. Actor James
Nesbitt is 43. Singer Lisa
Lisa (Lisa Lisa and Cult
Jam) is 41. Actor Chad Lowe
is 40. Actress Regina King is
37. Actor Eddie Cahill is 30.
Rapper/reggaeton artist
Pitbull is 27.

Thought for Today: “The
means by which we live
have outdistanced the ends
for which we live. Our sci-
entific power has  outrun
our spiritual power. We
have guided missiles and
misguided men.” ‚ — Martin
Luther King Jr. (1929-1968).

® 2008 The Associated
Press.

SCIFI Å
Science Fic.

Dark Angel
(CC)
Dark Angel
(CC)
Guinea Pig
Guinea Pig
ECW

”
Guinea Pig
Guinea Pig
Flash Gordon
(CC)
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone

WFAA C
Dallas

KMID D
Midland

UNI E
Spanish

KPEJ F
Odessa

KOSA H
Odessa

KTLE I
Telemundo

KWES J
Midland

WTBS L
Atlanta

KMLM M
Odessa

KPBT N
Odessa

DISC U
Discovery

AMC V
Classics

SPIKE W
Spike TV

TNT X
Atlanta

BET [
Black Ent.

DISN \
Disney

ESPN2:
Sports

ESPN ^
Sports

:PM
6 :30

:PM
7 :30

:PM
8 :30

:PM
9 :30

:PM
10 :30

:PM
11 :30

:AM
12 :30

TUESDAY

News (CC)
Entertainment
Just Laughs
Just Laughs
According-Jim
Carpoolers
Boston Legal
(CC)
News (CC)
Nightline
The Insider
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
News (CC)

Jeopardy!
Wheel-Fortune
Just Laughs
Just Laughs
According-Jim
Carpoolers
Boston Legal
(CC)
News
Nightline
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
Extra (CC)
Paid Program

Yo Amo a
Juan
Amar sin
Limites
Pasion

”
Aqui y Ahora

”
Primer Impacto
Noticiero Univ.
La Hora de la
Risa
Salome (SS)

”

The Simpsons
Two/Half Men
American Idol
(CC)

”
”

TMZ (CC)
Raymond
Two/Half Men
Raymond
Law & Order
(CC)
Reno 911!
George Lopez

News
Entertainment
NCIS (CC)

”
Comanche
Moon (CC)

”
”

News
Late Show-
Letterman
Late Late
Show
The Insider

12 Corazones
”

Madre Luna
”

Victoria
”

Pecados
Ajenos
Noticias
Titulares y Mas
Decisiones

”
”

Programa

News
Be a Millionaire
The Biggest
Loser: Couples
(CC)

”
Law & Order:
SVU
News
Tonight Show

”
Late Night-
Conan O'Brien
News

Raymond
Raymond
Family Guy
Family Guy
Family Guy
Family Guy
The Office
The Office
10 Items-Less
Sex and-City
Sex and-City
10 Items-Less
Frank Cal-
iendo: All Over

Dr. Young
John Hagee
Update Israel
Dr. Booker
Light of the
Southwest

”
”

Update Israel
Keith Miller
Ministerio
Nueva Vida
Update Israel
J.R. Church

News-Lehrer
”

Nova (CC)
(DVS)
Frontline
(CC) (DVS)
Independent
Lens (CC)

”
Bonus Army
Tavis Smiley
Tavis Smiley
Sign Off

”

How It's Made
How It's Made
Dirty Jobs

”
Dirty Jobs

”
Some Assem-
bly Required
MythBusters
(CC)
Dirty Jobs
(CC)
Dirty Jobs

”

”
”

Movie: Death
Wish II

”
”

Movie: Death
Wish II

”
”

:15 Movie:
The Hunt for
Red October

”

CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
CSI: NY
(CC)
CSI: Crime
Scene Invstgtn.
Star Trek:
Voyager

Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Cold Case
(CC)
Cold Case
(CC)
Cold Case
(CC)
Cold Case
(CC)
Without a
Trace (CC)
Without a
Trace (CC)

Live (CC)
Movie: Brown
Sugar (CC)

”
”
”

What's in It
News Special
Hell Date
Hell Date
Jamie Foxx
Jamie Foxx
Movie: Brown
Sugar (CC)

Han. Montana
Zack & Cody
Eddie's Million
Dollar Cook-
Off
That's-Raven
That's-Raven
Life Derek
Zack & Cody
Han. Montana
Replacements
Kim Possible
Emperor New
American Drgn

College
Basketball:
Creighton at
Northern Iowa
NBA Coast-to-
Coast (CC)

”
”

Tennis:
Australian
Open -- Early
Round -- Day
3 (CC)
2007 World

College
Basketball:
Ohio State at
Michigan State
College
Basketball:
Ky. at Miss. St.

”
SportsCenter
(CC)
NFL Live
NBA Fastbreak
SportsCenter
(CC)
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