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Big Spring High
School schedules
fall sports banquet

The Big Spring High
School booster clubs
have scheduled a fall
sports banquet for
Saturday at 6 p.m. in
the high school’s cafete-
ria.

Male and female ath-
letes that participated
in football, volleyball,
cross country and
cheerleading will be
recognized.

Tickets are $10 and
can be purchased from
Kay Cook at the
Athletic Training
Center.

Call Denise Carillo at
816-1685 with any ques-
tions.

Lady Steers softball
holding fund raiser
at Pizza Inn Dec. 20

The Big Spring Lady
Steers Lady Steers
Booster Club will be
holding a fundraiser
for the softball team
Dec. 20 at the Pizza Inn.

The Pizza Inn Dough-
nation Drive begins at 5
p.m. and ends at 9 p.m.
Pizza Inn will donate 10
percent of the night’s
profit to the softball
team.

Individuals needed
to referee area
basketball games

Individuals are need-
ed to referee area sub-
varsity basketball
games for the 2007-08
season.

Anyone interested
should call Adam
Rodriguez at 517-0300.

Crossroads region
varsity sports
weekly calendar

Here’s a look at the
upcoming Crossroads
varsity sports schedule:

TODAY
Big Spring boys bas-

ketball at Midland Lee,
7:30 p.m.

Big Spring girls bas-
ketball at Pecos, 6:30
p.m.

Forsan boys and girls
basketball vs. Grady,
6:30 p.m.

Coahoma girls basket-
ball at Colorado City,
7:30 p.m.

Coahoma boys basket-
ball vs. Reagan County,
7 p.m.

FRIDAY
Big Spring girls bas-

ketball vs. Clyde, 7:30
p.m.

Forsan boys and girls
basketball at Garden
City, 6:30 p.m.

Coahoma girls basket-
ball vs. Stamford, 7:30
p.m.

Coahoma boys basket-
ball at Pecos, 7:30 p.m.

DEC. 17
Big Spring boys and

girls  basketball vs.
Snyder, 6 p.m.

DEC. 18
Forsan boys and girls

basketball at Rankin,
6:30 p.m.

Coahoma boys and
girls basketball at
Merkel, 6:30 p.m.

IINN B BRIEFRIEF
By JEFF LANE
Special to the Herald

The Forsan Buffaloes varsity
boys basketball team participat-
ed in the Borden County
Tournament this past weekend
narrowly missing their second
straight tourney championship.

The Buffs struggled through a
tight first half, eventually falling
short in a comeback bid to
Lubbock Christian, 47-45, in the
championship round.

Adam Bailey led the Buffs,
averaging 23 points per game, as
they extended their overall sea-
son record to 7-1. Jeremy
Robbins averaged 10 points per

game over the 3-game span.
Earlier on Thursday, the boys

defeated Meadow, 61-45, and had
an easy time with the Seminole
JV squad, taking a 73-56 win on
Saturday in the second round of
play.

“It was a good tournament for
us,” said Buffs’ Head Coach
Terry McDonald. “We just could-
n’t get anything going in the first
half against Lubbock Christian.
We shot only 32 percent from the
field and 46 percent at the line.”

The Buffs will next play at
home against Grady on Tuesday
night.

The Forsan Lady Buffs also

made it to the final round of play
in the tournament where they
took on O’Donnell. However,
they were unable to bring their
record to .500, losing 50-26.

The ladies did improve their
record to 4-6 on the year as they
beat Meadow and host Borden
County in the first two rounds of
play.

“We are really playing well as a
team and are beginning to trust
each other,” said Lady Buffs
Head Coach Robert Hillger. “We
have been developing an attitude
of putting our teammates ahead
of ourselves and doing things for
the betterment of the team as a

whole. It is really beginning to
show in how they are playing.”

Leading the Lady Buffs was
Amanda Longorio, who came
away averaging nearly 13 points
and 11 rebounds per game. Tori
Gauer also stepped up her game,
averaging 11.3 points while
pulling down 14 total boards and
collecting eight steals.

Sandi Golleher chipped in 23
points and 18 rebounds total for
the tournament.

The ladies will also play at
home Tuesday night against
Grady.

Junior varsity action will begin
at 4 pm at Buffalo Gym.

Forsan teams contend in tourney finals

By HANK KURZ Jr.
AP Sports Writer

RICHMOND, Va. — Michael
Vick’s outlook changed as the
dogfighting case against him
grew, going from disbelief that
he could be hurt to depression at
what he’d lost.

Vick broke down when an FBI
agent suggested he was lying on
a polygraph test about his role in
the killing of dogs, ultimately
admitting to full involvement in
the hope of showing he had
accepted responsibility for his
actions, lawyer Billy Martin said
in court. He sought the numbing
comfort of marijuana to cope
with his depression.

As Vick awaited his federal
sentencing, already having relin-
quished his lucrative standing as
one of the NFL’s most popular
stars, he shared another emo-
tion: relief.

“He understood that some of
the things he was doing in life
and off the field were danger-
ous,” longtime family attorney
Lawrence Woodward said out-
side the courthouse where Vick
was sentenced Monday to 23
months in prison, “and he told
me he feels lucky that he’s alive
and not hurt and now it’s all
about the future.”

At least until the summer of
2009, that future will be in a fed-
eral prison, most likely a camp-
style facility with dormitories
and jobs instead of barbed-wire
fences and cells.

“He doesn’t want anyone to feel
sorry for him,” Woodward said,
sharing a message at Vick’s
request. “He just wants a chance
to prove himself when all this is
over.”

The suspended Atlanta Falcons
quarterback, who turned himself
in Nov. 19 to begin serving his
sentence, wore a black-and-white

See VICK, Page 2B

Vick sentenced to 23 months

By BRIAN MAHONEY
AP Basketball Writer

NEW YORK — Isiah Thomas
began and ended his night the
same way: defending his con-
duct.

If only his New York Knicks
did a little more defending
against Dirk Nowitzki.

Nowitzki scored a season-high
36 points, leading the Dallas
Mavericks to a 99-89 victory over
New York on Monday night.

But as usual with the Knicks,
basketball was only part of the
story.

Thomas opened his pregame
news conference by reaffirming
his innocence in a sexual harass-
ment trial he and Madison
Square Garden already lost, and
after the game he danced around
questions about whether he
scolded fans near his bench for
not being supportive.

Thomas wouldn’t directly
answer if he had interacted with
any fans.

“I was just trying to make sure
that we kept the team together
and we stayed focused on what
we were doing and trying to win
a basketball game,” he said. “Our
fans are great, they support us

and they show up and we’re glad
they’re here.”

Asked a second time, he
responded: “Again, I just want to
make sure that our team stays
focused. The fans are great, we
love them and we’re glad they’re
here and they give us a lot of sup-
port.”

In other NBA games on
Monday, it was: Atlanta 98,
Orlando 87; Philadelphia 100,
Houston 88; Miami 117, Phoenix
113; and Sacramento 96,
Milwaukee 93.

The Mavericks let a 23-point
lead slip to seven, and coach
Avery Johnson was clearly
angry during his profane
postgame remarks.

“We had a big enough lead and
we should have kept it,” Johnson
said. “The last 2 minutes or 3
minutes of the third quarter was
absolutely pathetic. The guys
who were in there let the whole
team down. We can’t afford the
team to do that.”

Though the fans cheered the
Knicks during the comeback,
Thomas and center Eddy Curry
were the targets of boos most of 

See NBA, Page 2B

Nowitzki gets on track, leads
Mavericks past Knicks, 99-89

AP photo/Ed Betz

The Dallas Mavericks’ Dirk Nowitzki shoots past the New York Knicks’ Zach
Randolph (50) during the fourth quarter of the Mavs’ 99-89 win Monday at
Madison Square Garden in New York.

AP photo
Michael Vick (left) enters federal court with his lawyer Billy Martin. in Richmond, Va. Vick was sentenced to 23
months in prison Monday Dec. 10, 2007 for his role in a dogfighting conspiracy that involved gambling and killing
pit bulls.
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 a.m.
today:

• NICOLAS MILLS, 27, of 1514 Sycamore, was
arrested Monday on charges of driving while license
invalid - enhanced and possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

• PRISCILLA CARRILLO, 35, of 1407 Park, was
arrested Monday and held for the HCSO.

• THEFT was reported in the 400 block of Lancaster.
• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was

reported:
- in the 2600 block of Fairchild.
- in the 1400 block of Sixth Street.
- in the 600 block of Bucknell.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 67 inmates at the time of this report.

• JESUS ENRIQUE GARCIA, 34, was arrested
Monday by the HCSO on a motion to revoke probation
for possession of marijuana - two ounces or less.

• JAMES RUSSELL HALL, 57, was transferred to
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of
driving while intoxicated.

• BOBBY D. FOSTER JR., 36, was transferred to the
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a motion to revoke
probation for theft by check.

• JUAN LUIS CISNEROS, 37, was arrested Monday
by DPS on charges of failure to control speed and pub-
lic intoxication.

• JUAN ARTURO VIRRUETA, 26, was arrested
Monday by DPS on a charge of public intoxication.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

NOTE — The following report includes several
reports of structure fires from the weekend.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 200 block of Nolan.
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the area of ValVerde
Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of Lamar
Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of E. 21st
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of
Abrams. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1100 block of Todd
Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• RUBBISH FIRE was reported in the 2300 block of
Mishler.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 400 block
of W. Sixth Street.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 1200 block
of Lamar.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 2600 block
of Ent.

• COOKING FIRE was reported in the 1500 block of
Scurry.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 600 block
of W. Sixth Street.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 2600 block
of Chanute.

• Pediatric flu vaccinations for children ages 6
months to 35 months are now available at the Texas
Department of State Health Services clinic in College
Park Shopping Center. Cost is $10, although no one
will be turned away for inability to pay. For more
information, call 263-9775.

• St. Mary’s and friends of St. Mary’s are holding a
lap blanket drive to place approximately 400 lap blan-
kets in the hands of every nursing home patient in Big
Spring. Blankets can be taken to the church office,
1001 Goliad, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday or call Connie Fowler at 267-
2713. 

A beginning crochet class is being held at 6 p.m.
Wednesday in the church’s Parish Hall. 

• Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming an
Odyssey Healthcare volunteer. Help those at the end of
life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s life. Call
263-5999 to begin your journey.

• All creatures Sanctuary and Rescue has an account
set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608 N. Hwy. 87 for
all types of metals and aluminum cans. Please tell
them that your donations are for All Creatures
Sanctuary and Rescue. All Creatures Sanctuary and
Rescue is also still taking weight circles off of all
Purina brand dog foods. Send your Purina Weight
Circles, to A.C.S. & R. at P.0, 871, Coahoma 79511. All
Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue is still accepting old
and used cell phones and ink jet cartridges, for drop
off locations in Big Spring and Coahoma, Call Melanie
at 267-7387.

• Christ Community Fellowship is collecting infant
car seats and carriers. These are given to new moth-
ers who cannot afford them. To donate your old or
new car seats and carriers, call Karen Allen at 263-3517
or leave a message at Christ Community Fellowship,
263-love. All donations are appreciated.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires just a
few hours commitment each month. To volunteer, or
to request a ride for treatment, call Nancy Koger at
267-7809.

• New Life Ministries Church of God In Christ is
holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The
meal is free. Call 264-0771 for more information.

• The Pet Patrol helps locate lost pets and owners of
found pets. To volunteer or for more information, call
Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).

• Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting appoint-
ments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and third
Wednesday of each month. Individuals seeking legal
advice for matters concerning family law, divorce,
custody and child support issues, social security
cases, employment and housing may contact the office
to schedule an appointment. Criminal cases are not
accepted. Anyone recently served with legal docu-
ments should call the office immediately at 800-926-
5630 or 432-686-0647.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in criti-
cal need of foster families. Foster parents are the care-
takers for the children in the community who have
been abused or neglected. For more information on
becoming foster parents or adoptive families, call the
Children’s Protective Services office at 263-9669.

TUESDAY
•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets at

6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St.

• Dual Recovery Anonymous meetings have been
canceled. They will no longer take place at the Howard
County Library. If you have questions, call Deidra F.
at (432) 816-3033.

• Life Recovery, a non-denominational Christian
group of recovering alcoholics and addicts, meets at 7
p.m. at the St. Paul Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic pain

disease), a new support and informative group meets
at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 264-1213 for more informa-
tion.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.

at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m.
until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting,

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each
month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon

at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-
5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) TX. 21, weight
loss support group meets at Dora Roberts
Rehabilitation Center, 306 W. Third St. at 5 p.m. TOPS
provides members with information, motivation and
fellowship in attaining and maintaining their physi-
cian-prescribed weight goals. For more information,
call Alex at 264-6921 or 1-800 392-8677.

Tonight...Mostly cloudy. A 20 percent chance of rain
or snow orLight sleet after midnight. Lows in the
lower 30s. Northeast winds 10 to 20 mph.

Wednesday...Mostly cloudy. Chance of rain and
snow or light sleet in the morning...Then a chance of
rain in the afternoon. Colder. Highs in the upper 30s.
North winds 10 to 15 mph. Chance of precipitation 50
percent.

Wednesday night...Decreasing clouds. Lows in the
lower 30s. West winds around 10 mph.

Thursday...Partly cloudy. Not as cool. Highs in the
lower 50s. West winds around 10 mph shifting to the
south in the afternoon.

Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower
30s.

Friday...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of
showers. Highs in the upper 40s.

Friday night...Cloudy with a 20 percent chance of
showers. Lows around 30.

Saturday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 40s.
Saturday night...Mostly clear. Lows around 30.
Sunday...Sunny. Not as cool. Highs around 60.
Sunday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.
Monday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.

AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the Texas Two Step draw-
ing Monday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 23-26-29-31. Bonus Ball: 14.
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 0.

AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the Cash 5 drawing
Monday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 10-13-20-23-32.
Number matching five of five: 0.

AUSTIN (AP) — The winning Daily 4 numbers
drawn Monday night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 5-
6-3-1. Sum It Up: 15.

AUSTIN (AP) — The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn
Monday night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 2-2-5.
Sum It Up: 9.

Support Groups

Take Note

TODAY
• The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets at 7

p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809 Scurry,
or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call Robert
Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721. 

• Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center classroom for Stretch and Tone. Call
268-4721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant. 
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
6479. 

• Friends of the Library meets at noon in the
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.

• Big Spring Main Street meets at noon in the
Railroad Museum located at Second and Main
streets.

• League of United Latin American Citizens
LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. For more infor-
mation, contact John Ybarra at 264-1628. The public
is invited.  

• American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at
3203 W. Highway 80.

• The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E.
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340 or
Doyle and Virginia McClain at 263-8407.

Bulletin Board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

Weather

Lottery

Fire/EMS

Sheriff’s report

Police blotter

REMEMBER! Find It In Big Spring First!
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NBA
Continued from Page 1B

the night. Mara
Altschuler, a fan sitting
near the Knicks’ bench,
said Thomas was talking
to some fans during the
game, blaming them for
being a poor “sixth man”
for the team.

“It’s real hard. I ain’t
never been in a situation
like that and I don’t
understand,” Knicks for-
ward Zach Randolph said.
“I guess they say it’s New
York fans, but you know
it’s real tough. Honestly.
Especially for me,
because I’ve never experi-
enced every time a player
walks off the court you’re
booing.

“Everywhere else, in
Portland, fans were a big
part of our team. Fans are
a big part of every team
everywhere you go. We
need the fans to be sup-

portive with us, even
when we’re down.”

Earlier Monday, MSG
and Thomas reached an
$11.5 million settlement
in the sexual harassment
case brought by former
team executive Anucha
Browne Sanders.

Thomas read a state-
ment reaffirming his
innocence, but supporting
MSG’s desire to settle. He
wouldn’t take any ques-
tions about the matter.

Thomas heard his nor-
mal boos, but the fans
seemed to focus more of
their anger toward Curry,
who was 3-of-13 from the
field and scored six points
in another ineffective per-
formance. 

The Knicks said Curry
sustained a lacerated
lower lip.

Mavericks’ small for-
ward Josh Howard, who
scored a career-high 47
points Saturday in a vic-
tory over Utah, added 22

to help the Mavericks
beat the Knicks for the
11th time in 12 meetings.
Reserve Jerry Stackhouse
added 13 points for Dallas,
which shot 54 percent
from the field.

Randolph scored 24
points, all in the second
half, and grabbed 11
rebounds, but the Knicks
lost their third straight.
Shooting guard Jamal
Crawford had 19 points
and small forward Fred
Jones 16.

Nowitzki was 14-of-23
from the field, throwing
up an airball on his final

attempt. 
But the Mavs were up 14

by then, safely on their
way to a second straight
victory following consecu-
tive losses.

“I was fortunate I was
able to find the rhythm
very quick,” Nowitzki
said. “The last couple of
weeks, my jumper didn’t
feel great, didn’t really
have a lot of good looks.
But from the beginning
on I stayed aggressive,
had some good looks.
Pretty much I was on
attack mode all night
long.”

The Knicks were with-
out starting point guard
Stephon Marbury, still
emotional after the death
of his father. 

Marbury was ineffective
trying to play in two
games since, and the
Knicks have said he can
have as much time as he
needs.

76ers 100,
Rockets 88

Andre Miller had 17

points and 12 assists and
Andre Iguodala added 16
points for Philadelphia,
which led by as many as
31 points on the way to its
first three-game winning
streak this season.

Bonzi Wells led Houston
with 24 points. 

Rockets star shooting
guard Tracy McGrady
scored 12 points before
leaving the game in the
second half with a
sprained right ankle.

VICK
Continued from Page 1B

striped prison suit as he
stood before U.S. District
Judge Henry E. Hudson.
He acknowledged using
“poor judgment” and
added, “I’m willing to
deal with the conse-
quences and accept
responsibility for my
actions.”

Vick also apologized to
the court and his family,
drawing a rebuke from
Hudson: “You need to
apologize to the millions
of young people who
looked up to you,” he
said.

“Yes, sir,” Vick
answered.

Hudson then rebuffed
the defense team’s
appeals for leniency,
determining Vick had
lied about his involve-
ment in the killing of
dogs, and about his drug
use. Vick tested positive
for marijuana Sept. 13
after claiming to have
avoided illicit drugs.

“You were instrumental
in promoting, funding
and facilitating this cruel
and inhumane sporting
activity,” Hudson told
Vick, who exhibited no
visible reaction.

The sentence means
Vick will be in prison
until at least mid-July
2009, even if he meets the
federal standard of 54
days’ reduction per year
for good behavior.

Vick, whose $130 mil-
lion contract was once the
richest in NFL history,
was suspended without
pay by the NFL and lost
all his lucrative endorse-
ment deals. NFL commis-
sioner Roger Goodell was
asked after the sentencing
if Vick should play again.

“That’s a determination
we’ll make later on,” he
told The Associated Press
from a legislative hearing
in Austin, Texas. “As I
said earlier when we sus-
pended him indefinitely,
we would evaluate that
when the legal process
was closed.”

Hudson also ordered
Vick to three years of

supervised probation
upon his release, enroll-
ment in a substance
abuse program if his
parole officer deems it
necessary, reminded him
that felons can’t own guns
and said he can never
again own a dog.

Throughout the 45-
minute hearing, Vick’s
brother, Marcus, sat with
his arm around their
mother, Brenda Boddie,
comforting her as she cov-
ered her eyes and wept.

Much of what she heard
could not have made her
feel any better.

Hudson agreed with a
federal probation officer’s
finding that Vick had lied
about his hands-on killing
of dogs, calling honesty
“really the crux of the
matter here.”

“You were a full partici-
pant and you were at least
equally culpable” as the
three other defendants,
the judge told Vick in
summing up his own find-
ings. “This is a racketeer-
ing case in front of me
and you are to be sen-
tenced accordingly.”

Hudson said Vick at
times admitted killing
dogs, and other times
denied it.

“I’m not convinced
you’ve fully accepted
responsibility,” Hudson
said.

Federal sentencing
guidelines called for a
term of 18 months to two
years. Federal prosecutor
Michael Gill said Vick’s
involvement warranted a
sentence at the high end.

“He did more than fund
it,” Gill said, referring to
the “Bad Newz Kennels”
dogfighting operation.
“He was in this thing up
to his neck with the other
defendants.”

Vick pleaded guilty in
August, admitting he
bankrolled the dogfight-
ing operation on his 15-
acre property in rural
Virginia and helped kill
six to eight pit bulls that
did not perform well in
test fights. He also admit-
ted providing money for
bets on the fights by his
co-defendants, but said he
never shared in any win-
nings.

After making his plea,
Vick apologized to the
NFL, the Falcons and
youngsters who viewed
him as a role model and
vowed: “I will redeem
myself. I have to.”

Court papers revealed
gruesome details about
the operation, including
the execution of under-
performing dogs by elec-
trocution, drowning,
hanging and other means.
Those details prompted a
public backlash against
the NFL star and out-
raged animal-rights
groups, which used the
case to call attention to
the brutality of dogfight-
ing.

John Goodwin of the
Humane Society of the
United States called the
sentence appropriate and
said the benefits of the
exposure the case has
received continue.

“People that are
involved in this blood
sport are on notice. You
can throw your life away
by being involved in
this,” he said. “His future
is in his hands.”

Co-defendants Purnell
Peace, of Virginia Beach,
got 18 months, and
Quantis Phillips, of
Atlanta, got 21 months at
their sentencing hearings
on Nov. 30.

Another co-defendant,
Tony Taylor, will be sen-
tenced Friday.

The case began in April
when a drug investigation
of Vick’s cousin led
authorities to the former
Virginia Tech star’s
Surry County property,
where they found dozens
of pit bulls — some of
them injured — and
equipment associated
with dogfighting.

Vick initially denied
any knowledge about dog-
fighting on the property.
He changed his story after
the co-defendants pleaded
guilty and detailed Vick’s
involvement.

Associated Press writers
Larry O’Dell and Zinie
Chen Sampson in
Richmond and Jim
Vertuno in Austin, Texas,
contributed to this report.
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By PAUL NEWBERRY
AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA — The New
Orleans Saints shook off the
hangover from a devastating
loss. The Falcons are still try-
ing to get over a much bigger
setback.

After waking to news that dis-
graced quarterback Michael
Vick would have to serve near-
ly two years in prison for dog-
fighting, his one-time team-
mates in Atlanta trudged
through another dismal perfor-
mance in a lost season.

With Reggie Bush watching
from the sideline and reported-
ly done for the year, Drew
Brees passed for 328 yards and
three touchdowns and New
Orleans gave its playoff hopes a
boost with a 34-14 rout of the
Falcons on Monday night.

The Saints (6-7) had no trou-
ble getting over the disappoint-
ment of their last-minute loss to
Tampa Bay a week earlier, tak-
ing advantage of a team that
had to be distracted by the
events in Richmond, Va., earli-
er in the day.

Vick was sentenced to 23
months behind bars, complet-
ing his stunning fall from NFL
star to federal prison inmate.

“The team misses him and we
really need him this season,”
said receiver Roddy White, one
of two Falcons who showed
their solidarity with Vick for
all to see.

Cornerback DeAngelo Hall
ran on the field during pregame
introductions holding up a Vick
poster and had “MV7” painted
beneath his eyes. After White
hauled in a 33-yard touchdown
pass that briefly tied the game
at 7, he pulled up his jersey to
reveal a T-shirt with the hand-
written message “Free Mike
Vick.”

Hall and White are both like-
ly to be fined by the NFL, and
they can only hope Vick didn’t
have cable TV in his jail cell.
This was another ugly perfor-
mance by the team No. 7 put in

such a bind with his off-the-
field troubles.

At the management and
coaching level, the Falcons (3-
10) say they’re moving on with-
out Vick. The players know it’s
not that easy.

“I don’t want to say this fran-
chise doesn’t want to acknowl-
edge the situation, but that’s
kind of the way you feel,” Hall
said. “All his pictures are gone,
no more jerseys, no more noth-
ing. We just wanted to let him
know we’re still thinking about
him. We care about him as a
human being, not just as a foot-
ball player and as a running
quarterback.”

Bush watched from the side-
line, his season apparently
ended by a partially torn knee
ligament. But the Saints didn’t
miss a beat with third-stringer
Aaron Stecker, who rushed for
100 yards on 20 carries.

“When you lose a guy like
Reggie Bush, everybody has to
step up,” said receiver David
Patten, another of those who
did just that.

Patten had nine catches for
122 yards, including an acrobat-
ic 25-yard touchdown grab for
New Orleans’ first score.
Marques Colston also had nine
catches for 92 yards and two
TDs.

Brees shredded the Falcons’
defense with four scoring dri-
ves that covered at least 75
yards, including a 99-yarder. He
should’ve had a fourth TD pass,
but Eric Johnson dropped a
throw in the back of the end
zone with no one around.

“Throughout this season, we
have shown signs of greatness,”
Brees said. “We had to start
some drives deep in our own
territory, but we stuck with it.
We had to earn every one.”

The Saints vowed not to play
timid after botching a trick
play late in their game against
the Bucs, who recovered and
drove for the winning touch-
down with 17 seconds remain-
ing to take firm control of the

NFC South.
Coach Sean Payton lived up to

his word on his team’s very
first possession, going for it on
fourth-and-1 at the New Orleans
33. Brees was stuffed for no
gain, but that was about the
only thing that didn’t go right
for the Saints. The defense held
and forced the Falcons to punt.

By winning, New Orleans
stayed in the midst of the wild-
card race and prevented Tampa
Bay from clinching the division
title.

“We are an aggressive team
offensively,” Brees said. “That
is our mind-set. That is what
we are. That is why we’re suc-
cessful.”

The Falcons long ago gave up
on the playoffs. Trying their
third different quarterback of
the post-Vick era, Atlanta hand-
ed journeyman Chris Redman
his first start in more than five
years.

While Redman’s journey was
inspiring — he was out of the
league the last three seasons
and selling insurance a year
ago — his appearance did little
to spark one of the NFL’s most
anemic offenses.

Redman threw for two touch-
downs and a career-best 298
yards, the second-highest total
this season for a team that also
has used Joey Harrington and
Byron Leftwich. But the Saints
built a 17-7 lead by halftime and
blew it open with two more
touchdowns early in the third
quarter.

New Orleans took the second-
half kickoff and drove 80 yards
in 11 plays, capped by Brees’ 2-
yard touchdown toss to Colston.

Two snaps later, Redman
threw a pass that went right
through the hands of receiver
Michael Jenkins. Roman
Harper picked off the wobbly
ball at the Atlanta 31 and didn’t
stop running until he was in
the end zone.

In a final indignity for
Redman, Jason Craft delivered
a block on the quarterback

right at the goal line that sent
him sprawling.

“Not a good day,” Falcons
coach Bobby Petrino said curt-
ly.

Notes: The Saints rushed for
145 yards overall, averaging 4.8
yards per carry. Pierre Thomas

chipped in with 31 yards on six
carries. ... Jenkins tied his
career high with nine recep-
tions, accounting for 83 yards.
... Falcons rookie Laurent
Robinson had a 41-yard catch,
the longest of his young career.

Falcons see Vick sentenced, then get blown out by Saints

AP photo/Rich Addicks/Atlanta Journal Constitution

Atlanta Falcons cornerback DeAngelo Hall holds a Mike Vick poster as
he runs onto the field prior to the start of the Falcons’ 34-14 loss to the
New Orleans Saints at the Georgia Dome Monday in Atlanta. Vick was
sentenced to 23 months in prison for his role in a dogfighting ring.
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Cemetery Lots
SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational
AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!

Train for a new career in 
Medical Assisting, 

Medical Office Specializing, or
Computer Business Systems!
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Help Wanted

COMFORT INN needs house-
keeping. Apply at Front Desk 
@ 2990 East I-20.

DAY’S INN needs House-
keeping. Apply at Front Office 
@ 2701 South Gregg Street. 

NURSERY WORKER needed. 
Call 432-267-7971, 267-7214.

Help Wanted
DENTAL RECEPTIONIST/ As-
sistant needed. Experience 
preferred. Drop off resume at 
1708 E. FM 700.

DUNCAN DISPOSAL -  Now 
hiring a driver for the Coahoma 
area. Need at least a Class B 
CDL. Experience Preferred for 
a driver’s position.  Please 
come by the Duncan Disposal 
office at 8220 West Hwy 80, 
Midland, TX- just east of the 
airport to apply in person. Must 
be able to pass mandatory 
DOT and corporate drug test-
ing requirements. No phone 
calls please. The job includes 
40+ hours weekly Mon- Fri., 
with some Sat. mornings. An 
hourly rate with benefits pack-
age is available. Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer. 

FURNITURE MOVERS and 
Forman with DL needed. 
Part-time to Full-time. Call for 
interview 432-263-2225 or 
263-3123.

Gill’s Fried Chicken looking 
for Management positions and 
Cooks. Experience a plus. 
Competitive wages. Benefits 
package includes health, vision 
& dental. Apply in person, 2100 
S. Gregg. No phone calls.

GREATER OPPORTUNITIES 
OF THE PERMIAN BASIN 
INC.: Project Head Start has 
the following position available: 
Teacher Aide: Must be 18 
years of age and have a High 
School Diploma or GED. Must 
be able to attend trianing and 
participate in child developen-
ment classes and occasionally 
attend out-of-town training.
Teacher: Must have a degree 
AA or BA in Early Childhood 
Education, CHild Development 
or related field or a CDA Cre-
dential.
All applicants must;
Be 18 or older.
Pass a pre-employment drug 
screen.
Post-employment Criminal His-
tory check must be clear of fel-
ony convictions to continue 
employment with the agency.

Agency offers OJT, benefit 
package for all full and 
part-time employees. Appli-
cants may apply at Lakeview 
Head Start 1107 NW 7th St. 
Big Spring, Tx. Positions will be 
opened until filled. Applications 
available on line 
www.gopb.org. All interviews 
will be held at the Administra-
tion Office at 206 W. 5th in 
Odessa, Tx..

Help Wanted
HOUSEKEEPING  NEEDED.
Competitive pay and paid holi-
days & vacation.  Pick up appli-
cation at Holiday Inn Express, 
1109 N. Aylesford Street.  

JANITORIAL/ GROUNDS help 
needed. Howard/ Mitchell Rest 
Areas. Multiple shifts available. 
Call (903)757-7244 between 
9-4, Monday-Friday to arrange 
an interview.

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

We recognize that our
employees are our greatest 

asset, providing flexible 
schedules and one of the 

most attractive benefits packet:
Currently hiring the 
following positions:

Licensed Vocational Nurses
Certified Nurses Aides
(Full-time or Part-time)

Salary Based On Experience
Part Time Receptionist

5:00- 8:00 p.m.
Monday- Friday

9:00- 3:00 p.m. Weekends
Part Time Volunteer

Coordinator
1809 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring, Tx 79720
(432)268-8387

(432)268-1987 Fax
“Equal Opportunity Employer”

Nursing
CNAs/LVNs

Full time, openings on the 2-10 
and 10-6 shifts. Experience 
preferred. Must have TEXAS 
state license or Certification. 
EOE. Call Kirby James at 
(806)872-2141, or apply in per-
son at SAGE HEALTH CARE 
CENTER, 1201 North 15th St., 
Lamesa, TX.

Help Wanted
Maintenance/ Electronics/ 

Electrician Positions
The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has openings for 
Maintenance Workers in Big 
Spring. A CDL license and me-
chanical experience are help-
ful. CRMWD has an opening 
for an Electronics Technician 
and also an Electrician. Elec-
tronic and/or Electrical experi-
ence required.
District benefits include paid 
vacation and holidays, sick 
leave, retirement plan, and 
group insurance. EOE
Applications are required to be 
considered for employment 
and are available at the Dis-
trict’s office, 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas or by 
calling 432-267-6341.

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP 
now hiring assistant manager/ 
collector. Benefit package. Pay 
DOE. Apply in person, 600 S. 
Gregg. No Phone Calls!

NEED A job today? Come be a 
delivery driver for Domino’s 
Pizza. We pay competitive 
hourly wages & put cash in 
your pocket daily! Working for 
the other guys? Bring your ex-
perience over to Domino’s 
Pizza and get paid top dollar. 
Part time and full time positions 
available. Need day hours? 
Need night hours? We have all 
shifts available. We work with 
ALL types of schedules. Apply 
now and get hired on the 
spot (some restrictions ap-
ply). 
2111 Greg Street 
EOE, Drug Free environment

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Help Wanted
NEEDED LVN or RN 8-5 M-F 
Chg./tx Nurse $18.50 + DOE/ 
$25.00 DOE. 10-6 Chg. Nurse- 
M-F starts @ $20.00 + DOE. 
Could be more. Call Tammy at 
Mountain View Lodge 
432-263-1271.

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY
Big Spring Area Routes

Midland Reporter-Telegram
The Midland 

Reporter-Telegram 
has delivery positions available 
in the Big Spring Area for both 

Home Delivery and Retail
Outlet distribution. Earn $1000 
per month. Good organization 

for customer tracking, a reliable 
vehicle and a dependable

commitment to early morning 
deliveries ranging from 

2:00am-6:00 am. 
If interested please call 

Mark Groves
432-687-9002

NOW HIRING for entry level 
maintenance and field posi-
tions at natural gas processing 
plant NW of Big Spring, TX. 
Send resume to 11703 E. FM 
846 Coahoma, TX 79511 or 
email mwcol@crcom.net or fax 
to 432-399-4290.

NOW SEEKING Part time LVN 
position for Martin County 
Home Health. If interested 
please contact Allison Williams, 
RN @ (432)756-3259 or fax re-
sume to (432)756-4510.

PARKVIEW NURSING & 
Rehabilitation

Now Hiring for Certified Nurse 
Aides. 
We have the following shifts 
open:
* 6am-2pm shift
* 10pm-6am shift
Please apply in person at 3200 
Parkway Rd.

Help Wanted
PIZZA INN 

NOW HIRING COOKS AND 
DRIVERS FOR EVENING 
SHIFTS. ALSO ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FOR ENTRY 
LEVEL MANAGEMENT POSI-
TION. APPLY IN PERSON AT 
1702 GREGG. NO PHONE 
CALLS. 

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING 
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an-
nually including Federal Bene-
fits and OT. Paid training, va-
cations. PT/FT. 
1-866-795-4058 USWA.

PROMINENT LODGE N. of 
Sterling City looking for hard-
working, energetic, pleasant, 
individual to host, cook, clean 
for guest.  GOOD PAY and 
TIPS. Will Train. Jan.-Feb. Call 
Monica 325-280-3675.

THE CITY of Big Spring is hir-
ing for the following positions....

Police Officers Cert. & Non
Communications Officer

Wastewater Plant Operator
Utility Service Worker

Heavy Equipment Operator - 
Landfill

Heavy Equipment Operator - 
Sanitation

Human Resource Technician
Staff Accountant

EXCELLENT BENEFITS in-
cluding 100% paid Employee 
Health Ins. FULL Retirement 
after only 20 years of service!

Call (432)264-2346 or go to
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

EOE/Smoke & 
Drug Free Workplace

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

Ameri-Tech Building
Systems

DRUG FREE
WORK PLACE

Immediate openings!!!

Office Coordinator & Sales
Seeking a mature,

responsible individual!
Candidate must be

highly motivated to work at
fast paced growing

manufacturing business.

Must have ability to 
communicate well with 

others and excellent phone
skills, well organized with

the ability of working
independently.

If you’re willing to learn,
we are willing to train you.

Excellent pay with 
commission and a full

range of benefits.
Fax resume to:

Jamie White
936-598-6359

33459

We are currently seeking an RN field and HCA field in
the Big Spring area. It is an honor to care for our
employees & to serve our patients. We offer competi-
tive salaries, benefit pkgs, supportive work environ-
ment, tuition asst and online CE courses. Opportunities
for advancement are offered to all who work hard with
a great attitude. Happiness & joy are cornerstones of
our workplace.

Please call our office at:
432-264-1164 Email: GolleherV@Fms-Regional.com

33
45

1

Train to be a
tax pro.

H&R Block, the leader in tax services for fifty years,
is looking to hire and train individuals who want
excellent pay, flexible hours. You’ll learn by work-
ing on actual cases, hands-on, to become a tax pro-
fessional able to complete even the most complex
Federal returns.
Don’t miss this great opportunity.

To apply, call 432-263-1931

H&R BLOCK 1512 S. Gregg
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Available only in select areas
33527
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5 Easy Ways To Place Your Ad In The Big Spring Herald Classifieds!

1
By Phone...
263-7331

2
By Fax...

264-7205

3
In Person...
710 Scurry

4 5
By Mail...

P.O. Box 1431

Master Card

By e-mail...
classifieds@

BigSpringHerald.com
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

16
08

7

$ 4 0 0  T O  $ 1 , 0 0 0  P R O F I T  P E R  M O N T H

But the rewards are great! I work for myself and
make a good living. I take responsibility for my performance

- it’s all up to me. A lot of people depend on me, and I
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Contracts are available now for motor route 
carriers. For information, call 432-263-7331.

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

ANSWERS

Help Wanted
VACUUM TRUCK DRIVER
Safe driving record, Class A 
CDL w/Tanker/Hazmat endors-
ment. Drug and alcohol testing. 
Health/Life insurance, retire-
ment, paid vacation. Apply at 
Midwestern Vacuum Truck Co, 
1146 North College Ave, Sny-
der, TX. (325)573-6385.

Items for Sale
FIREWOOD. PREMIUM OAK 
FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $285.00 Full Cord 
& $175.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

Miscellaneous
BRAND NEW double size mat-
tress set $100, TWIN $90, Both 
new, 806-549-3110.

CHERRY 4 POSTER Victorian 
bedrm set, bed, dress/mirror, 
nitest, still boxed, Worth $2795, 
sell $990...................................
SOLID WOOD pub table and 4 
chairs. U assemble $ I’ll sell for 
$395. 806-549-3110.

CHOCOLATE BROWN 100% 
leather sofa & love. NEW, List 
$2049. Sell $785.......................
AIR NUMBER bed, dual con-
trol, pick your number, NEW 
$899. 806-549-3110.

FURNITURE- WHITE, French 
Provincial full-size canopy bed 
including boxsprings/mattress, 
triple dresser, desk by DIXIE. 
Maple full-size bed including 
boxsprings/mattress, double 
dresser, night stand. Call 
(432)267-7732 or 213-4618.

PECANS FOR sell, halves and 
pieces for $5.00 a pound. Buf-
falo meat for sale at $5.00 a 
pound. We have ground meat, 
round steak, and roast. Also 
have land for sale South of Big 
Spring and in Coahoma. Call 
432-263-8785.

Miscellaneous
RICH CHERRY dining table, 
chairs, china cabinet, tiny 
scratch $585.............................
QUEEN PILLOWTOP mattress 
& bottom box, newer, $150. 
806-549-3110.

On the Farm
BEARDLESS WHEAT Seed 
for sale. Cleanded and sacked. 
$9.00 per bag. Call 
(432)268-3084.

NEW MAHINDRA Tractors are 
located at 6011 East Hwy 80, 
Midland TX, (Take Exit 144, off 
I-20, Located North Service 
Rd. of Business 20.) Full serv-
ice dealer. Hours 8am-7pm 
Monday-Friday, Saturday 
8am-12noon. Low interest 
rates and long term financing 
available. Cultivate your 
dreams. The Tractor that out 
weighs, out lifts and out per-
forms the competition. 
www.beenetractors.com

Real Estate for Rent

$280/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 x 
F086.

Real Estate for Rent
1212 EAST 19TH. 2 bedroom, 
1 bath, CH/A. Fenced yard. 
$425. month, $200. deposit. 
Call  (432)263-1792, 816-9984.

1734 PURDUE 3 Bdr, 2 bath, 
CH/A, Tile floors, Large 
Kitchen and living area. 
$770.00 month, $595.00 de-
posit. Call 432-816-1330 after 
4:00 p.m.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom  Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions.  (432)263-3461 -Tom.
611 RIDGELEA- 3 Bdr, 1 bath, 
carport, CH/A, pergo floors. 
$560. Month, $395. deposit. 
Call 432-816-1330 after 4:00 
p.m.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY @ 
207 N. Gregg. Metal building 
with offices. 40x100ft, $500 
month, $500 deposit. 1 Year 
lease. Call (432)263-5000.

FURNISHED APT. extended 
stay hotel. Weekly $245.00 
plus tax, monthly $700.00 and 
up. Microwave and fridge. Call 
1-800-677-8175.

RUSTIC RANCH style split 
level, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, work-
shop, city acreage w/view. 
$475., Non smoke or pets. 
Grounds maintenance, excel-
lent credit history required. 
McDonald Broker 
432-270-0707.

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale
2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty. 
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

32 CITY Lots for Sale By 
Owner. $750.00 Cash or 
$1,000.00 with $100.00 Down. 
Payments $100.00 per month. 
Call (432)689-2429.

FORECLOSURE 3 bd, 2 ba 
Only $35,300!  Must see! For 
listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

Real Estate for Sale
4059 VICKY. Completely re-
modeled, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
fireplace, 2 car garage. Granite 
countertop & new appliances, 
new tile & carpet. Call 
(432)263-0786, (432)935-3726.

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water 
well, duplex rentals. Call 
432-517-0642 for more info.

BEAUTIFUL- CUSTOM Built 
2002 home on 9 acres. 4/5 
Bdrm, 3.5 bath, inground pool, 
1200 sq. ft. Storage/shed, 
horse stalls. Price Reduced. 
Call 361-492-0270.

COAHOMA ISD, 6 acres, 2200 
sq. foot, 4 wells, 30x40 shop, 
20x40 shop, 30x80 horse barn, 
lots of trees also city water. 
$210,000.00 Negotiable. 
432-517-0786.

OWNER WILL finance 508 
State. EZ Terms. Low Down. 
Low monthly. Contact 
512-573-3556.

ONE BEDROOM, one bath, 
with garage and carport. 
Fenced backyard. Owner will fi-
nance with $1,900 down, $290. 
month. Call (512)321-3333. 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE
TOUGH CREDIT OK
ONLY 2% DOWN
3726 Adams, 3 bed, 1 1/2 bath, 
CH/A. $53,900. Recorded info. 
432-687-2696.

OWNER FINANCE, $5000 
down. 1901 Morrison. Call 
(432) 264-9907.

OWNER FINANCED Houses 
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore and 
508 State. Easy Terms. Call 
Reagan at 432-634-6818.

REDUCED!! COAHOMA ISD. 
All electric 3/2, 2418 square 
feet,  extra large closets & bed-
rooms, stained concrete floors 
throughout, custom cabinets on 
1 acre. Foster Ave. Call 
432-517-0515.

REMODELED 2 bedroom, big 
kitchen & livingroom, on 2 lots, 
fenced. Needs a little paint. 
Call 432-466-3335 or 
432-267-3826.

Vehicles

2003 YAMAHA, V-Star Classic
650, mileage 9,500 miles, cus-

tom paint job, custom handle-
bars, 2-in drag pipes, 
hyper-charger. $5995. or best 
offer. Call (432)599-0351

2005 HARLEY Davidson 
DYNA Lowrider. Cobalt Blue 
with lots of chrome. Less than 
4k miles, and garage kept. For-
ward controls, custom grips, 
detachable windshield and 
sissy bar. $11,500 Firm. Scott 
432-213-2732.

New Appliances &
Fixtures

Dish Network w/300+

Channels Incl 34 Latino

Hi-speed Wireless
Internet

Picnic/BBQ Area

New Laundry & Vending

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432) 714-4840

South Plains Apts
Effiicciienccy,  1  &  2  Bdrmss

27
09

9

$299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

538 Westover                                     263-1252     
Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

32
24

0

+ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

(432) 263-1284                                                          110 W. MarcyBig Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

GREAT COUNTRY HOME on 1.5 acres, Big Spring ISD. Spacious 5 bed-
room, 2 1/2 bath with 2 living areas, gameroom, loft, covered deck,
storage shed, barn at back of property, oversized 2 car garage.

Call Joe Hughes @ (432) 353-4751
for an appointment today. 

8403 GAIL HWY. 34203

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2005 Sierra 1500 Regular
Cab -  Local One Owner
Miles 56K.

$15,995

1999 Z-71 4X4 Extended
Cab - 74K, Local One Owner
Miles. Like New!

$15,995

2006 Pontiac Grand Prix  -
Loaded, 6 Way Power Seat,
CD Player, Immaculate One
Owner Miles, 1,382K.

$17,995

2004 Nissan Titan
V8, 4X4, Off Road, All Power, 64K One Owner Miles.

2005 Pontiac Grand Prix
GTP - Leather, Sun Roof,
Loaded, 25K, Local One
Owner Miles.

$19,995
PONTIAC GMC

424 E. 3RD  •  BIG SPRING, TEXAS 

263-7625    888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

• See Our Ad In The Area Wide Phone Book •

34201

1996 GMC SLE
Suburban

700 Auto Sales
2900 E. FM 700 • 267-AUTO (2886)

New 7.4 Liter Engine,
28K Acual Miles Towing Package.

$7,250

In House or Bank Financing Available

34
20

4

Free

Do you have a house for sale? A
car? Let the Herald Classified

section help you.

Call us Today!
263-7331

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
If the culmination of

life’s journey is wisdom,
Jupiter’s meeting with
Pluto corrals
the wise
sage into
humanity’s
corner.
Profound
truths
bubble into
our
awareness.
Monumental
risks are
undertaken.
Hidden
riches are
discovered. Remember,
no matter how small or
large your personal
discovery, power doesn’t
know scale — only
impact. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You’re going through
a process of elimination
and renewal. Have no
pity. If you don’t love it
and if you wouldn’t
choose it again if you saw
it for the first time today,
throw it out. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You have a story to
tell, and you tell it
exceedingly well. But
before you do, make sure
you have the right
audience. Knowing your
audience will make all
the difference. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). There’s a fine line
between compassionate
generosity and being a
doormat. Over the next
three days, you figure it
all out. There is no right
or wrong. What you’re
comfortable with is right
for you.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Resolving not to
complain frees up energy.
Tonight, your dreams
will provide a sneak
preview of what’s to
come. If you don’t like
your dreams, change
something about your
life.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Friends blow your mind
with their needs and
desires. Emotional
maturity is wanting
others to be happy even if
you cannot remotely
relate to the source of
their happiness.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Just because an idea
is popular doesn’t make
it right. If everyone is
doing it, buying it or
believing it, you’re
skeptical. True friends
love you even when you
don’t conform.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
The closest people to you
are the ones who will be
the trickiest now. When
family is involved,
emotions run hot. Taking
the high road is, as usual,
the most difficult — and
the best — way to go.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Your lack of pretence
endears equally realistic
individuals. Diverse
characters delight and
inspire you. You’re to be
commended for being
able to relate to people of
all walks of life.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Courage is
attractive. Surrender to
your desire. When you
really risk your feelings,
you will be rewarded.
And what a rush! It feels
as though your heart is
riding on a magic carpet.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Don’t wait for
the perfect scenario to
move forward. There may
never be such a
circumstance. Once you
make it clear that you’re

marching onward no
matter what, things start
working better. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Recent changes
have made it impossible
for you to go about your
business in the same
manner as before. You’re
optimistic and see new
opportunities too.
Tonight: Command an
audience.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Healthy relationships
are a product of
consistent behavior.
Resolve small differences,
or let them go. If you
practice this pattern
consistently, maybe the
big differences won’t
materialize at all.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “Would you
please explain about the
north node? I see it listed
on charts but have not
found an explanation of
what it is.”

In birth charts, the
nodes look like pairs of
headphones — one set
right-side-up (north node)
and one set upside-down
(south node). Neither is
actually a planet.
Astrologically, when we
talk about the nodes, we
mean nodes of the moon,
but every planet has ‘em.
In space, they’re the
northernmost and
southernmost points that
a planet’s orbit crosses
the sun’s ecliptic.
Symbolically, they’re the
DNA of our birth charts,
carrying our natural gifts
and blind spots. The
south node is our
inherited past habits,
strengths and weaknesses
— legacies from our
previous ancestors,
maybe even lifetimes ago!
But blessings can curse
— we’ve leaned on these
automatic strengths too
hard. For example, the
Capricorn south node is
an exceptional provider,
but the memory “no one
will take care of me but
me” disheartens. The
north node (opposing
sign) brings balance.
Cancer’s north node
suggests starting a
family, depending on
others and practicing
unconditional love as
necessary growth steps.
The nodes’ promise: As
we chose to move north
(from south), we evolve
old karma and fulfill our
destinies.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Politically,
John Malkovich has the
quintessential zeal of a
Sagittarian — he is an
outspoken freethinker
and self-proclaimed
libertarian. Man’s (and
woman’s) right to self-
govern appeals to the
archer’s need for wide,
open spaces to roam and
discuss. With Saturn in
Scorpio, he relentlessly
pursues professional
excellence, taking his
body of work very
seriously.

Holiday Mathis is the
author of “Rock Your
Stars.” To write to her, go
to www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2007 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

HHOLIDAYOLIDAY

MMATHISATHIS

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. 

A friendly Classified Consultant will help you create an ad
that gets results!
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VOTE
Continued from Page 1A

told the court. “Needless
to say, they would prefer
us to not use their cam-
pus as a polling place for
that reason.

“I’ve talked to the peo-
ple from First Baptist
Church, and they were
very receptive to the idea.
The lobby area is easily
accessible and has plenty
of power outlets. It’s also
more centrally located in
the precinct, where
Goliad school was located
along the far edge.”

Bloom said area voters
can determine whether or
not the change will effect

them by simply checking
their voter certificate.

“This will effect voter
Precincts 33, 34 and 35,”
said Bloom. “These are
the new precinct numbers
listed on the newer,
orange voter certificates,
which were mailed out
last week.”

Bloom said she hopes
the switch doesn’t con-
fuse potential voters.

“I’m sure there will be a
handful of voters who
never check their card
and show up to Goliad on
the day of the primaries,”
said Bloom. “However,
we’re hoping we can get
the word out through the
media so people will
check their precincts
ahead of time, avoiding
this kind of mix up.”

Bloom said recent
changes in precinct num-

bers in Coahoma and Big
Spring should make it
easier for area voters to
find their polling places
come election day.

“Voters in the cities of
Big Spring and Coahoma
will notice a change in
their voter precinct. For
Coahoma, it’s simply the
letter C added at the end
of 207,” said Bloom. “This
indicates you’re inside
the city limits and eligi-
ble to vote in city elec-
tions. For Big Spring, the
voter precinct will be
changing to a two-digit
number, which represent
your county precinct and
city council district.”

Bloom said a voter lives
in the county’s Precinct 1
and the city’s District 1
would have a voter
precinct of 11.

“This will allow us to

combine and eliminate
some of the 35 voting
precincts in our previous
system,” said Bloom. “We
hope this will make it less
confusing for voters in
the future. It shouldn’t
have a great impact on

the polling locations and
most voters won’t see a
change in their polling
location. We plan to
release more on the
polling places once we get
closer to the next elec-
tion.”

Bloom said anyone with
questions regarding their
voter card or precincts
can contact her office at
264-2273.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com
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Weekdays by 6 p.m. & Sunday Edition Deadline is 12 AM Sunday
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The

32207

Congratulations Coach McDonald!
Forsan ISD will celebrate Coach Terry McDonald’s 

Recent 300th win as a high school varsity 
basketball coach 

Come Celebrate This Milestone 

Tuesday, December 11th
following the games,  approximately 9:00 p.m. 

in the FHS Gym.

We invite His friends, fans,
Ex-players, supporters and the entire 

community to share in this celebration.

8212

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 12-13-07

267-8226       1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 19 Years

HEALTH SMART • UNITED HEALTHCARE • PRONET
CHAMPUS • BCBS • AETNA • HUMANA • BEECH STREET

PPO PROVIDER FOR:

ACCEPTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital

& Odessa
Morning Appointments Now Available!!

33565

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Pick up your 2008
Texas Calender while
supplies last.

1801 East FM 700    (432) 263-2232

◆ AMERICAN GANGSTER (R)  7:00 PM

◆ BEE MOVIE (PG) 5:00 PM

◆ BEOWULF (PG-13) 7:30 PM

◆ ENCHANTED (PG)   4:50 PM  7:20 PM

◆ FRED CLAUS (PG) 4:30 PM

◆ THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG-13)   4:40 PM  7:10

PM

ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

VALID 12/10/07 THRU 12/13/07
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ♦ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Showtimes available at cinemark.com

33605

1009 W Industrial Midland
432-683-2262

or
432-349-6890

33463

GIVING
Continued from Page 1A

of this area always
respond. The people in
Big Spring and other com-
munities in the Permian
Basin have always come
through.”

Mobley admits, howev-

er, that this year the
Giving Tree ornaments
have not been picked up
as quickly as they have
been in the past.

“I don’t know what it is,
but I’m sure there are a
lot of people that are see-
ing their cost of living
and transportation rising
and they’re being a little

more hesitant than
usual,” she noted.

The tree contains the
wish list of about 70 chil-
dren in Howard and
Glasscock counties cur-
rently under the charge of
CPS. 

Anyone can participate
by picking up an orna-
ment that contains the

child’s first name, sizes
and gifts desired.

The unwrapped gifts
can be delivered to the
bank by Friday or the Big
Spring CPS office, 501
Birdwell Lane, according
to Lopez.

Lopez said she and CPS
co-workers Bea Ortega
and Maria Saracho will

be happy to accept Giving
Tree gifts that are
dropped off by the CPS
office.

Several volunteers will
meet at the Big Spring
CPS office to begin wrap-
ping the donated gifts
once all of them have
been received. Volunteers
are encouraged to partici-

pate. 
For more information,

call Lopez, Ortega or
Saracho at 263-9662.

Contact Managing
Editor John A. Moseley at
263-7331, ext. 230, or by e-
mail at
editor@bigspringherald.c
om.

FESTIVAL
Continued from Page 1A

“But that just means
that they can come visit
us again,” Simmons
added.

Admission is free to the
event, although dona-
tions will be accepted.

“Donations are what
keep us going,” Simmons
said. “One hundred per-
cent of the money from
donations goes back into
the Festival of Lights.”

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

The board of directors
for Moore Development
approved the performance
and escrow agreements
between the economic
development corporation
and the Settles Hotel
Development Company
Monday night, moving
forward with $3 million
in funding for the restora-
tion of the downtown
landmark.

The board approved the
agreements on a 4-1 vote,
with board member
Glenn Fillingim the lone
dissenter.

Moore Development

directors voted unani-
mously in April to pro-
vide up to $3 million to
help Brint Ryan — man-
ager of the Dallas compa-
ny and the founder and
CEO of Ryan & Company
— renovate the Settles
Hotel, which he agreed to
purchase for $75,000 from
the city of Big Spring.

According to Terry
Wegman, executive direc-
tor of Moore
Development, the two
agreements approved by
the board spells out what
both sides — Moore
Development and SHDC
— are expected to do.

“The motion was made
by board member Larry

McLellan, and directs the
board’s president —
Frank Parker — to exe-
cute performance and
escrow agreements with
Brint Ryan,” said
Wegman. “The motion
also said the agreements
are subject to any revi-
sions necessary from the
board or its attorney,
which basically gives us a
chance to clean up some
wording in the contracts.

“The performance
agreement lays out what
is expected of Ryan and
SHDC. It also says what
Moore Development can
— and cannot — provide
funding for. We can pay
for plumbing, electrical

work, even asbestos
abatement. What we can’t
fund, however, are finish-
ing items, like stair rails
and chandeliers.”

SHDC announced plans
for a $12 million renova-
tion project in December
2006. According to SHDC
officials, the project
includes plans for com-
mercial and residential
use of the property, with
retail space available on
the first and second
floors.

Wegman said because
the expenditure is not a
budgeted item, it has to
win the favor of the Big
Spring City Council
before it can become offi-

cial.
“It will go before the

city council tonight in an
emergency item,” said
Wegman. “That means it
won’t require a second
reading if the council
approves it unanimously.
If it doesn’t pass unani-
mously, there will have to
be a second reading,
which would happen at
the council’s next meet-
ing.”

Since announcing the
project, Ryan and SHDC
have also acquired sever-
al other properties,
including 313 and 315
Runnels, adjacent to the
Settles Hotel, which
served as a Greyhound

Station during the hotel’s
heyday.

Earlier this year SHDC
got a helpful nod from the
Texas Historical
Commission, which con-
firmed eligibility of the
downtown landmark to be
nominated for inclusion
in the National Register
of Historic Places, mak-
ing the project an “excel-
lent candidate” for federal
tax credits, according to
Ryan.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Howard County commission-
ers signed tax abatement agree-
ments with five wind develop-
ment companies Monday morn-
ing, deals that could net the
county an additional half-mil-
lion dollars next year.

Commissioners signed-off on
abatements for Airtricity
(Panther Creek Wind Farm pro-
ject), Padoma (Elbow Creek pro-
ject), Duke (Ocotillo
Windpower project), Invenergy
(Gunsight Mountain Wind
Energy project) and Iberdola
(Wildhorse Mountain Wind
Energy project).

According to Terry Wegman,
executive director for Moore
Development — the local
agency that acts as liaison
between the wind energy com-
panies and the county’s taxing

entities for the purpose of tax
abatements — the contracts are
for 10 years.

“What the contract does is
abate the taxes for these com-
panies for a 10-year period,”
said Wegman. “In lieu of the
taxes they would have paid, the
wind energy companies agree
to pay $1,100 per megawatt of
power each year, which comes
out to an approximate increase
in county revenue of $500,000.”

A public hearing conducted
prior to approval of the abate-
ments failed to draw any com-
ments from local residents.

“Four of the companies are
expecting to begin and com-
plete their projects before the
end of 2008, while Iberdola has
moved its project back to be
completed by the end of 2009,”
said Wegman. “They all look
very viable, and I feel like we’re
looking at some promising pro-

jects.”
Wegman said the wind energy

companies will pay normally
assessed county taxes until
their projects are completed, at
which time the abatements will
go into effect.

County officials also approved
a tax abatement for the Settles
Hotel Development Company
during the meeting, following a
presentation from Big Spring
City Attorney Linda Sjogren.

“The abatement we’re asking
for is a 10-year agreement for
100 percent of taxes,” Sjogren
told commissioners. “Mr.
(Brint) Ryan is making a siz-
able investment in this project,
which will most likely lose
money for a number of years.”

Ryan’s company announced
plans for a $12 million renova-
tion project — which includes
plans for commercial and resi-
dential use of the property,

with retail space available on
the first and second floors —
more than a year ago.

The abatement, which com-
missioners approved by a unan-
imous vote, extends not only to
the work expected to be done to
the historic hotel, but also to
other properties near the
Settles recently purchased by
SHDC.

Also during the meeting, com-
missioners took action on a
pair of tracts of land associated
with the upcoming construc-
tion of a new county jail.

The court agreed to purchase
a strip of land — located on U.S.
Highway 80, between Utah and
Wright, on the city’s west side
— from land owner Clay Harris
for $10,000.

“It’s a small lot in the north-
east portion of the block,” said
County Judge Mark Barr. “It’s
where the old motel sits on the

block.”
Commissioners also gave

county officials the go-ahead to
begin negotiations with Mona
Tonn, owner of Spring
Tabernacle Church, for possible
purchase of a second parcel of
land located within the block.

“This isn’t for the area where
the church is located,” said
Commissioner Jerry Kilgore.
“Mona has already made it
clear she doesn’t want to sell
that property. This is for a
small strip of land located near
the church.”

Commissioners received the
go-ahead from voters in a
November bond election for the
construction of a $11.57 million
96-bed jail facility.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by
e-mail at citydesk@bigs-
pringherald.com

Moore Board approves Settles pact in 4-1 vote

County commissioners sign abatement contracts
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Once more into the breach

With their heads in the treesEDITORIAL
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

OOURUR VVIEWSIEWS

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

VV
irtually all of us have our thoughts centered
on Christmas. That’s well and proper, but we
all need to remember this is a time to help
out the various charitable drives that take

place every year here in Big Spring.
While there’s almost a couple of weeks of shopping

days left for us to complete our search for gifts to give
friends and family, there’s less time to help out char-
ities. Much less.

So, now is the time to take a few minutes and
remember those less fortunate than ourselves. And to
recognize the spirit of giving far outweighs that of
getting.

That’s a message almost all of us try to preach to
our children at an early age during the holidays.

And this Christmas, as is always the case, there are
a number of agencies that need our help. But this
year, the need is perhaps greater than it has been in
decades.

What’s worse, for some of these projects, there’s
less than a week left for us to respond to the call.

The Salvation Army’s Angel Trees have the
Christmas wishes of more than 500 children and 70
elderly citizens on them this season.

The Angel Trees are within easy reach, located at
the Big Spring Mall, Bealls Department Store, Scenic
Mountain Medical Center and Wal-Mart. In addition,
the tree for seniors is located here at the Herald. 

There’s also still time to help out the Giving Tree
project in Big Spring.

Child Protective Services annually sponsors a
Giving Tree in the lobby of Wells Fargo Bank. The
tree is trimmed with paper ornaments, each bearing
the name of a child who has three wishes for the hol-
idays. People purchase the gifts indicated on those
ornaments and return them, unwrapped to the tree.
Each ornament is marked with the child’s shoe and
clothing size. The deadline for that project is Friday.

Adult Protective Services’ annual “Be a Star” pro-
gram is also under way and is another opportunity to
help needy elderly and disabled adults. 

So, if you can, take a few minutes to drop by Wells
Fargo Bank and pick an ornament off the Giving Tree
and make this a special Christmas for a special child;
or go by any of the three First Bank of West Texas
locations and pick up a star off the “Be a Star” trees.

Additionally, we would also ask our readers to
remember that for children, Christmas just isn’t
Christmas without a new toy.

The Herald and the Salvation Army want to make
sure no child in Big Spring has to experience that
feeling this Christmas season, and that’s why we’ll
again be partnering a joint toy drive.

So, if you can, please heed the call. We’ll have the
doors open here at the Herald offices each day this
week and on Monday from 8 a.m. and until 5 p.m. for
those wishing to donate to the drive.

The toys will be taken to the Salvation Army on
Tuesday, Dec. 18, and distributed Dec. 21. Please help
us make sure they can give every child in need at
least one new toy this Christmas.

Let’s all be able to say we did our best to make it a
joyous holiday season throughout Big Spring and
Howard County.

Remember, the feeling you will receive from help-
ing others is nothing short of a Christmas blessing.
We can all use one of those.

LLETTERETTER POLICIESPOLICIES
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

AA SSMALLMALL PPRARAYERYER

With You, Lord, we have a stable situation.
Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

FF
or a year now, protesters
have been squatting on
trees at UC-Berkeley’s
Memorial Stadium to

protest plans to build a $125 mil-
lion sports training center. When
protesters fall from the trees and
break their bones, as
has happened at least
twice, people laugh
and liberals start to
wonder if perhaps
there is a god. 

Over the years,
activists have lodged
many protests to
fight severe injus-
tices in the world,
such as racial
inequality and geno-
cide. At times, I’ve
disagreed with pro-
testers — on the Iraq war, for
example — but I at least had to
respect their commitment to make
a difference on a life-and-death
issue.

In the case of the “People’s
Perch” — as some are calling the
year-long Bezerkley tree-squat —
never before has so much been
done for a cause so trivial. The
tree-sitters argue that in fighting
to save some 100 trees, they are
protecting “a healthy, functioning
native oak ecosystem.” One prob-
lem: The stadium property is not
pristine wilderness. Most of those
trees owe their existence to UC
landscaping. 

“People call us crazy monkey
hippies,” one tree-squatter told
The San Francisco Chronicle’s
Carolyn Jones, “but this is the
greatest thing I’ve ever done.”
Except the tree squatters have
achieved nothing. Alameda
County Superior Court Judge
Barbara Miller issued an injunc-
tion that barred the university
from felling the trees. The squat-
ters could have walked away 11

months ago, and the trees would
still be standing. It’s lawyers, not
aging adolescents swinging in the
trees, who have kept UC chain-
saws at bay. 

While the tree squatters have
called UC “arrogant” and
allmighty, in fact, it is the oak
activists who take the prize for
arrogance and rule-breaking. A
judge ruled that UC has to post-
pone the development project until
she makes a final ruling, and UC
complied. Judge Richard Keller
issued an injunction in October
barring protesters from living in
the trees, with which they would
not dream of complying. Activists
trespass on university property,
set up illegal homes, break fire
rules by cooking with propane
tanks in the treetops — and they
know they have little to fear from
campus police, probably the most
politically correct police force in
the country. 

Their cause is so ludicrous that
a student newspaper editorial
faulted a TV story on the tree-sit-
ters’ Thanksgiving among the
branches for failing to mention
“the police officers who had to
miss Thanksgiving with their own
families because they had to
patrol the oak grove.” 

Frustrated alumni, donors and
taxpayers have let UC administra-
tors know they’d like to see cam-
pus police do more than dodge
human feces, write feckless cita-
tions and escort injured protesters
to the emergency room. 

Have you thought about tear
gas? I asked UC Berkeley
spokesman Dan Mogulof. He
answered that “certain tactics”
that would fly in corporate
America or other areas “simply
don’t mesh with the culture, char-
acter and traditions of this univer-
sity.” 

And, “Eventually, this protest

will end, but we have to bring it
to an end in a matter that is con-
sistent with our values and our
very strong desire not to have any-
one injured in the process.” 

The university finally has put up
chain-link and barbed wire fences
to isolate squatters from their sup-
porters. At night, the university
now shines floodlights into the
trees. The tree-squatters have
responded hysterically, charging
that the university had turned the
oak grove into Berkeley’s
“Guantanamo.” 

The People’s Perch is a perfect
example of the infantilization of
the American Left’s protest move-
ment — and I say this aware that
many good liberals are appalled at
this spectacle. 

Like young children, the tree-sit-
ters have no sense of proportion.
They can leave at any time. They
eat and mix with others as they
will. The worst they have to fear
is five days in jail. Yet they equate
their plight with that of Gitmo
inmates? 

It’s a Peter Pan protest. Activists
go by kiddie names — Redwood
Mary, Midnight Matt. And they
have a child’s sense of what is
important. In a world darkened by
genocide, starvation and igno-
rance, they see fit to champion the
cause of landscaped trees, which,
by the way, UC has offered to
replace on a three-to-one basis. 

In short, the tree-sitters have
picked an unworthy cause. Given
Judge Miller’s injunction, their
squatting is irrelevant. 

They could work to make the
world a better place, but they’ve
chosen to waste other people’s
time and money.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.
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“I“I want to run a strong,
positive campaign,”
Michael Dukakis told
me over and over

again 20 years ago. “People hate
negative campaigns,” he said,
more times than I cared to count
or remember. He was half right.
People don’t like neg-
ative campaigns.
They’ll tell you that
till they’re blue in the
face, in between ask-
ing you if he really
did let a murderer go
free, or fake his
injuries, or let his
men down. 

Which ad does
everyone remember
from last time
around? 

How do you spell Swift Boat? 
Is it because it was the smartest,

best produced and most accurate?
How about none of the above? Is it
because they reported on it end-
lessly, the candidate tried and
failed to ignore it, and it ended up
defining his character? 

Negative campaigns may be dis-
gusting, unethical and, usually,
inaccurate, but people remember
them. The press covers them.
They get attention. And the folks
who shrink from them get smaller
in the process, not bigger.

President Dukakis? Not.
President Kerry? Not. 

I’m not saying this is always
true. Maybe you can find some
examples of decent and honorable
people who ran decent and honor-
able campaigns, never resorting to
the negative, and won. For state
legislature, anyway. Congress,
occasionally. But president? Get
serious. 

Did George W. Bush run a posi-

tive campaign against John
McCain in 2000? He did not. Did
the older George Bush run a posi-
tive campaign against Bob Dole in
1988? He did not. Did Bill Clinton
run positive campaigns? With
Dick Morris calling the shots? He
did not.

The closest any successful candi-
date I can remember has come to
running a positive campaign
would have to be Ronald Reagan’s
campaign against Jimmy Carter in
1980. But that was a special case
because people already hated
Carter so much that Reagan didn’t
have to convince them to vote
against him. The only question
was whether a guy who thought
trees caused pollution and who
regularly made up stories about
welfare mothers who didn’t exist
could be trusted to be president.
Affirmative, in a landslide. All
Reagan had to say was, “There
you go again,” and people were
willing to turn Carter’s attacks
against him.

If George Bush were running for
re-election, his opponent could
afford to be positive. No one else
in this race enjoys that luxury.

It’s usually January before the
candidates start to wake up and
realize the witching hour is upon
them. But everything’s at least a
month early this year, so Merry
Christmas, and let’s start throwing
mud. Heard about Huckabee’s
high taxes? You will. Barack’s
Senate record — and I mean state
senate? Get ready. 

Consider what’s happened in the
last month. Has Barack Obama
articulated a new vision for
America? No. Has Hillary made
critical mistakes? No. She had one
middling debate, followed by one
very good one. Obama had one

very good debate, followed by one
middling one. But something sig-
nificant has happened, that’s for
sure. He’s now leading in Iowa,
albeit within the margin of error.
The race is tightening in New
Hampshire. Karl Rove is giving
him pointers. (Watch out! The for-
mer presidential adviser used to
have power. Now he has space to
fill. Caveat emptor.)

What’s happened is a change in
temperature, in atmosphere, in
sensibility. Obama is on the
attack. It doesn’t matter about
what. I can’t, to be honest, tell you
exactly which attacks of his have
helped him pull ahead. Sadly, the
issue is not the issue. 

I learned that early on, as an
issues person in my first cam-
paign, when I realized that no one
read any of the white papers I
wrote. Bullet points on the cover,
preferably with the attack lines
underlined, were all that was nec-
essary. I could have stapled
together an excerpt from the tele-
phone directory and gotten credit
for a comprehensive issue paper,
so long as it was wrapped in red
meat.

Obama has been rewarded for
stepping up. Now, Hillary has to
hit back. Can anyone remember
exactly what the fight is about? Is
it really about who planted ques-
tions, whether the Iranians are
actually bad guys, who gave
money to Obama’s PAC, or how he
voted in the state legislature?

No. It’s a fight. That’s the point.
Come on in. The water’s freezing.
The mud’s flying. Merry
Christmas. It’s going to be an ugly
one.
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• GEORGE W. BUSH
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-5922

• JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFLIN
State Representative
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (432) 213-2897 or
(512) 463-0604

•KEL SELIGER

State Senator
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

RUSS MCEWEN, MAYOR —
Home: 263-0907; Work (Russ
McEwen Insurance): 267-
1413.

GREG BIDDISON — Home:
267-6009; Work (Greg’s
Grill): 267-7121.

MANUEL RAMIREZ JR. —
Home: 268-9692; Work
(VAMC): 263-7361.

STEPHANIE HORTON —
Home: 264-0306; Work (VA
Medical Center): 263-7361..

JOANN STAULCUP — Home:

263-4980.
GLORIA MCDONALD —

Home: 263-4835. Work: 267-
7121.

TROY TOMPKINS — Home:
267-8769. Work: 263-0180.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

MARK BARR, COUNTY JUDGE

— Home and Office: (432)
517-0707.

EMMA BROWN — Home:
267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-
0724; Work (Jerry's Barbers):
267-5471.

BILL CROOKER — Home:
263-2566.

GARY SIMER — Home: 263-
0260.
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Time’s running
out for giving
to good causes
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aising children
is hard. It
always has been.
There is no

instruction manual. As a
result, I don’t know what
I’m doing any more than
my mother did. Although
I can take
some of my
cues from
her, my
experience
raising kids
is so differ-
ent from
my moth-
er’s.

Because
my mother
taught me, I
know that
the stan-
dard
answer for why a child
should not watch two
dogs doing the nasty on
your front lawn is:
“Because I said so!” Tell
me you haven’t caught
yourself saying that once
or twice; even when you
swore you never would.

However, other than
the occasional “Don’t
make me come back
there!” raising children
now is different.
Disagreements between
teens and their parents
used to be about wearing
makeup, cutting their
hair and when to get
their ears pierced. Now,
it’s about cell phone min-
utes, tattoos, and
whether to get their —
(insert random body
part) — pierced.

It’s no longer viable to
send a kid to their room
as punishment, because
they want to be there.
That’s where they do all
their socializing on My
Space. If they are banned
from the computer, you’d
never know if they were

receiving one of hun-
dreds of text messages a
day on their cell phone.

Teens are masters of
the “the code” for text
messages. Once while sit-
ting next to my 16-year
old nephew, who was tex-
ting at the time, I read
something that looked
like: “Bananas, no, chick-
ens, save me!” What
exactly does that mean in
their language? I’m not
sure if the kid was
describing an unappetiz-
ing lunch buffet and hop-
ing my nephew would
not delete it or if it was
an SOS call from some-

one caught in the pro-
duce section of a poultry
farm.

Whatever it was, it was
definitely not something
my mother ever had to
deal with.

My mom says I have it
easy because she never
had disposable diapers.
That may be true, but no
tree-hugging ex-flower-
child ever made her feel
guilty about soaking
cloth diapers in her toi-
let. Disposables come
with the requisite guilt
trip for filling up land-
fills, and using trees to
cover our babies behinds.

Being a mom who was
once in the excrement-
filled trenches with five
children, I can’t imagine
a better use for a tree.
Ask me again in twenty
years when the memory
of those trenches fades.

Some things my mother
never said while I was
growing up:

“Put your Game Boy
down and load the dish-
washer!”

“Did you remember to
put that 2-liter bottle in
the recycle bin?”

“Put your seat belt on!”

See LAURA, Page 6A
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hrough the
entrance, past the
circular desk
staffed by city

employees constantly
answering the phone, we
followed the officer
through the
first of
many steel
doors. The
hallways
were
becoming
familiar.
Straight
ahead, a
turn to the
left, then
right pass
the tubs, we
walked
through yet another door
and into the holding
area. While reaching this
part of the animal con-
trol facility, we appreci-
ated the absence of odors.
A daily effort was evi-
dent in the cleanliness of
the place. A monotony of
tile walls, concrete floors
and holding cages gave
the reality of their work
a stark and unforgettable
presence. 

The quiet, isolated area
where birds were kept
was appreciated.
Through the barred door
of the steel container, we
could easily see the large
water bird resting on its
belly with legs and feet
splayed. Several weeks
before we had answered
a request to pick up a
hawk and a falcon.
Instead, we had discov-
ered an osprey and a
poorwill. Incorrect identi-
fication of birds was
common among not only
animal control officers,
but the public as well. Of
greater importance was
our response in retriev-
ing whatever they had
rescued. Briefly explain-
ing the diet and behavior
of a bird would lend to

more knowledge in the
future. We were grateful
to be able to identify and
obtain the necessary vet-
erinary and rehabilita-
tive care for any migrato-
ry birds they had. 

Uneasily turning its
head to glance backward
through the bars, the
common loon could not
readily turn its heavy
body to confront us.
Since the bird had been
placed head-first inside
the structure, its removal
was easier than if we had
to confront the jabs from
its long, sharp gray bill. 

With my hands firmly
pressing its wings
against its body, I lifted
the eight- to nine-pound
loon out of its temporary
prison. Immediately, its
legs that are located at
the back of its body
began to pedal madly as
if on an imaginary bicy-
cle. Round and round its
big feet churned the air.
“We won’t need the bath-
tub for this one,” Art
sighed with relief. The
loon had proven its abili-
ty to ply the waters of
any inland lake or deep
reservoir. 

Suddenly, from the
inner depths of the loon’s
body came a cry of
absolute wildness.
Guttural, melodic, that
moment of the bird’s
mournful sound caused
shivers in both of us as
we realized we had heard
the voice of a bird that
loves the solitude of
northern lakes. The
room, with its harsh
floor and walls, had
amplified our experience. 

“Where did you find
it?” was my question
after carefully inserting
the bird inside and on to
thick bedding in our car-
rier. The answer was not
surprising. “The parking
lot of a Baptist church.”

Explaining that during
migration loons often
mistake the late after-
noon sheen of asphalt for
what they think is the
surface of a body of
water, we added that
without the adequate
length of a lake or pond,
the birds could never
become airborne again.
Only through running on
top of the water could it
obtain the forward
momentum and air speed
for flight. 

As the three of us
looked at the loon, I

noted the bird’s non-
breeding winter plumage.
For its protection, nature
has given it a dull
appearance of gray to
gray-brown above, while
its underparts were
white. After thanking the
officer for calling us, we
headed home and to
Comanche Lake. We
couldn’t help but be
excited at another
launch. 

Approaching the water
from the south side, we 

See LOON, Page 6A
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

By Steve Becker

Bird Poop:

Common loon rescued from parking lot landing

BBEBEEBE

MMCCCCASLANDASLAND

Courtesy photo

Rising out of the water, the common loon will stand almost erect on the water. With its great wings flapping and running
as fast as it can, the bird will become airborne as it continues its journey to the south.

Laura on Life:
We are ill-equipped and floundering
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LOON
Continued from Page 5A

were eager to watch our
charge return to a proper
environment. 
Awkward and stumbling
when on land to nest, the
loon would become grace
personified when reintro-
duced to its watery
world. 

Placing it on the sur-
face of the lake, we were
mesmerized by its imme-
diate dive beneath the
surface. 

Some 40 feet away, it
surfaced, shook droplets
from its feathers and
scanned the shorelines.
Diving and resurfacing
again and again, it was
finding the contents of
the lake to its liking.

Finally satisfying itself
with enough fish, it
chose to stay atop and
slowly investigate its
new habitat. 

What had been heavy
in my hands was a buoy-
ant, streamlined swim-
ming wonder. 

For a bird that needs as
much space to land as to
take off, the loon now
had its place. Its strength

and speed on and in the
water would easily be
matched in the coming
days by its strong, rapid
sustained flight during
the rest of its migration. 

As we walked back to

the vehicle, we knew our
experience with another
common loon had been
heightened by the loveli-
ness of the sounds the
bird had shared in
protest of our handling

it. 
That cry was unforget-

table. 

Bebe McCasland is fed-
erally and state licensed
to rehabilitate wild birds.

LAURA
Continued from page 5A

Some things I’ve never
said to my children:

“Got a headache? Crush
an aspirin in a teaspoon
of water.”

“You just wait till your
father gets home!”

“Well, if you don’t like
I Love Lucy, try the
other two channels.”

My point is that things
have changed and we can
no longer raise our chil-
dren the same way our
parents did.  It’s not sur-
prising that so many par-
ents wonder about their
own competency. Our
points of reference have
gone the way of the type-
writer and eight-track
tape player.

We’re floundering in a
21st century sea hoping
for a 20th century life

preserver. My dad used
to say that the only way
to teach a kid to swim is
to throw them in the
deep end. If we did that
now, we’d be imprisoned
for child abuse. Our par-
ents believed that if you
spared the rod, you
would spoil the child. My
generation said “Rods
are not necessary for dis-
cipline.” Today’s young
parents say, “What’s
wrong with spoiling
them?”

Without that 20th cen-
tury life preserver, we
seem to take any floating
flotsam to come our way.

Laura Snyder can be e-
mailed at lsnyder@lau-
raonlife.com Or visit her

website
www.lauraonlife.com for
information about her
new book.
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By BETSY BLANEY
Associated Press Writer

BROWNFIELD — Mike
Schouten has watched the
dairy industry grow in
the Panhandle — and
helped it along.

Schouten moved his
dairy operation to the
region five years ago from
near Stephenville in cen-
tral Texas, one of dozens
who have done so since
2001.

The region is attracting
dairies from within and
outside Texas. Land in
the wide-open Panhandle
is cheaper and the climate
is ideal — low humidity
and less rainfall — which
aids swift evaporation
and limits runoff into the
few streams running
through the region.

There’s also a reliable
water source, the Ogallala
Aquifer, which lies deep
underground. And feed
for the cows can be grown
on the dairies or by near-
by farmers.

“You don’t have the
heat stress in the sum-
mertime and the winter-
times are similar to cen-
tral Texas with the excep-
tion of more wind,” said
Schouten, who has a herd
of nearly 4,000 cows. And
there is “the ability to
grow my business in an
area that understands
agriculture.”

The cow population in
the Panhandle has bal-
looned in the past six
years from about 20,000 to
140,000, and the number
of dairies has more than
tripled to about 70. And
more cows are on the
way: Officials predict the
region’s dairy herd will
increase by 20,000 annual-
ly for the next five years.

The dairies have created
jobs — one new job is
added for every 100 cows
— and improved the
economies in numerous
small towns, some of
which courted the indus-
try aggressively to help
sustain their viability.

Panhandle dairies now
produce more than 40 per-
cent of Texas’ milk, up
from about 10 percent in
2000, said Ellen Jordan, a
dairy specialist with the
Texas Cooperative
Extension. Of the state’s
top five milk producing
counties, three — Parmer,
Deaf Smith and Castro —
are in the Panhandle.

“The cows don’t have to
expend any energy to just
stay cool or warm,”
Jordan said.
“Consequently, they can
be more efficient. That
has piqued the interest of
a lot of people.”

Texas’ dairy industry
historically operated
mostly in verdant eastern
Texas and in Erath and
Bosque counties west of
Waco. Wet conditions and
higher normal rainfall
created an environmental
impact from manure and
runoff into nearby rivers,
which created problems
for dairy farmers there.

Environmentalists are
not enamored with
dairies and they remain
wary of the operations
moving to the Panhandle,
even if they do seem to
pose a lesser pollution
threat. Despite the drier
climate, they point out
there’s still plenty of
wind.

“Now, not only are you
going to breath sand,
you’re going to be breath-
ing dried cow dung,” said
Jerome Collins, a

spokesman for the Lone
Star chapter of the Sierra
Club.

With about 660 dairies,
Texas is the nation’s
eighth-leading milk pro-
duction state and is
expected to surpass neigh-
boring New Mexico this
year. California remains
the top U.S. milk produc-
er.

“They are coming from
a wide area of the country
and find the people in the
Panhandle ag friendly,”
Jordan said of dairies
relocating to the region
from New Mexico,
Arizona, California and
New York.

“We’ve grown dairies by
leaps and bounds the past
few years, and I would

expect that to continue
for the next few years,”
said Jeff Ammons, a
Texas Farm Bureau field
representative for 12
counties in the western
Panhandle.

Lower transportation
costs are another reason
for the growth. Milk pro-
ducers in the region have
four plants in western

Texas and eastern New
Mexico to choose from,
including the Hilmar
Cheese Co. factory in
Dalhart, which opened in
October.

Cheese plants took
notice as more dairies
started springing up in
the Panhandle. Since 

See FARMS, Page 8A

Dairy business booming across Texas Panhandle

AP photo/Betsy Blaney

Ivan Mendoza helps prepare cows for milking machines at Cal-Star Dairy in Brownfield. There are regularly about 2,100
animals at the dairy. West Texas, and the Panhandle in particular, has seen the number of dairies grow in the past six
years. The industry has brought jobs to small towns and helped diversify and grow their economies.
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This Date
In History

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 11,
the 345th day of 2007. There
are 20 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Dec. 11, 1936, Britain’s
King Edward VIII abdicated
the throne to marry
American divorcee Wallis
Warfield Simpson.

On this date:
In 1792, France’s King

Louis XVI went before the
Convention to face charges
of treason. (Louis was con-
victed, and executed the fol-
lowing month.)

In 1816, Indiana became
the 19th state.

In 1882, Boston’s Bijou
Theatre, the first American
playhouse to be lighted
exclusively by electricity,
gave its first performance
(Gilbert and Sullivan’s
“Iolanthe”).

In 1928, police in Buenos
Aires announced they had
thwarted an attempt on the
life of President-elect

Herbert Hoover.
In 1937, Italy withdrew

from the League of Nations.
In 1941, Germany and Italy

declared war on the United
States; the U.S. responded in
kind.

In 1946, the United Nations
International Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF)
was established.

In 1981, the U.N. Security
Council chose Javier Perez
de Cuellar of Peru to be the
fifth secretary-general of the
world body.

In 1991, a jury in West
Palm Beach, Fla., acquitted
William Kennedy Smith of
sexual battery, rejecting the
allegations of Patricia
Bowman.

Today’s Birthdays: Nobel
Prize-winning author
Alexander Solzhenitsyn is
89. Actor Jean-Louis
Trintignant is 77. Actress
Rita Moreno is 76. Former
California state lawmaker
Tom Hayden is 68. Pop
singer David Gates (Bread)
is 67. Sen. Max Baucus, D-
Mont., is 66. Actress Donna
Mills is 65. Sen. John Kerry,
D-Mass., is 64. Singer
Brenda Lee is 63. Actress
Lynda Day George is 63.

Music producer Tony Brown
is 61. Actress Teri Garr is
59. Movie director Susan
Seidelman is 55. Actress
Bess Armstrong is 54. Singer
Jermaine Jackson is 53.
Rock musician Mike
Mesaros (The Smithereens)
is 50. Rock musician Nikki
Sixx (Motley Crue) is 49.
Rock musician Darryl Jones
(The Rolling Stones) is 46.
Singer-musician Justin
Currie (Del Amitri) is 43.
Rock musician David
Schools (Gov’t Mule,
Widespread Panic) is 43.
Actor Gary Dourdan is 41.
Actress-comedian Mo’Nique
(“The Parkers”) is 39.
Rapper-actor Mos Def is 34.
Actor Rider Strong is 28.

® 2007 The Associated Press.
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By DOUG MELLGREN
Associated Press Writer

OSLO, Norway —
Saying it’s “time to make
peace with the planet,” Al
Gore accepted the Nobel
Peace Prize on Monday
with a call for humanity
to rise up against a loom-
ing climate crisis and
stop waging war on the
environment.

The United States and
China — the world’s lead-
ing emitters of green-
house gases — will stand
accountable before histo-
ry if they don’t take the
lead in that global chal-
lenge, the former vice
president said.

“Without realizing it,
we have begun to wage
war on the Earth itself,”
Gore said in his accep-
tance speech. “Now, we
and the Earth’s climate
are locked in a relation-
ship familiar to war plan-
ners: ‘Mutually assured
destruction.’ It is time to
make peace with the plan-
et.”

Gore was awarded the
prize for sounding the
alarm over global warm-
ing and spreading aware-
ness on how to counteract
it. His co-winner, the U.N.
Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, was
represented by the panel’s
leader, Rajendra
Pachauri.

They received their
Nobel gold medals and
diplomas at a gala cere-

mony at Oslo’s city hall,
while the Nobel prizes for
medicine, chemistry,
physics, literature and
economics were presented
in a separate ceremony in
Stockholm, Sweden.

Gore urged government
officials at a U.N. climate
conference in Bali,
Indonesia, to prepare the
ground for quick negotia-
tions on an emissions-lim-
itation treaty to replace
the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on
global warming.

Gore and Pachauri will
leave for the U.N. meeting
Wednesday. “I will urge
the delegates in Bali to
adopt a bold mandate for
a treaty,” Gore said.

In a speech that quoted
Churchill, Gandhi and
the Bible, Gore said the
world’s biggest producers
of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gases —
the United States and
China — must stop blam-
ing each other for the
stalemate over warming.

Instead, they should
take the lead in solving a
problem for which they
bear a large responsibili-
ty, he said, or be
“accountable before histo-
ry for their failure to act.”

He drew a parallel
between leaders who
ignore the climate crisis
and those who didn’t act
as Nazi Germany rearmed
before World War II.

“Too many of the
world’s leaders are still
best described in the

words Winston Churchill
applied to those who
ignored Adolf Hitler’s
threat: ‘They go on in
strange paradox, decided
only to be undecided,
resolved to be irresolute,
adamant for drift, solid
for fluidity, all powerful
to be impotent,’” Gore
said.

He likened the current
“planetary emergency” to
wartime. “We must quick-
ly mobilize our civiliza-
tion with the urgency and
resolve that has previous-
ly been seen only when
nations mobilized for
war,” he said.

Although Pachauri
described the threat large-
ly in measured, scientific
terms, he warned of a
grim fate if greenhouse
gases emissions are not
limited.

“Neglect in protecting
our heritage of natural
resources could prove
extremely harmful for the
human race and for all
species that share com-
mon space on Planet
Earth,” Pachauri said. “It
is within the reach of
human society to meet
these threats.”

Before presenting the
award to Gore and
Pachauri, the chairman of
the Norwegian Nobel
awards committee, Ole
Danbolt Mjoes, praised
them for moving climate
to the top of the agenda.

“We thank you for what
you have done for Mother

Earth,” Mjoes said.
Gore’s wife, Tipper, in

the audience with their
four children, smiled
broadly when he accepted
the award, which
includes a $1.6 million
stipend to be shared
equally between the two
winners. The audience,
including Norway’s King

Harald V and Queen
Sonja, rose for sustained
applause.

Gore urged world lead-
ers to put a new climate
treaty in place by 2010 —
two years earlier than
planned..

“The future is knocking
at our door right now.
Make no mistake, the

next generation will ask
us one of two questions,”
said Gore. “Either they
will ask: ‘What were you
thinking; why didn’t you
act? Or they will ask
instead: ‘How did you find
the moral courage to rise
and successfully resolve a
crisis that so many said
was impossible to solve?’”

FARMS
Continued from Page 6A

2000, many municipalities
and counties in the
Panhandle and southern
Plains aggressively
recruited dairy operators
and related industries.

Many offered incen-
tives, which have paid off.

“You see the changes in

the towns,” said Jordan,
who pointed to new
stores, restaurants and

hotels in Hereford, with
about 14,500 people, as an
example.
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Big Spring Symphony Association
presents

Big Spring Symphony Orchestra

Saturday, December 15
8 pm

Big Spring Municipal Auditorium

ADMISSION
Adult
Senior Citizen
Student

$15
$10

$5

TICKETS AVAILABLE
Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce
Blum’s Jewelers (in the Big Spring Mall)

Big Spring Herald Office
Faye’s Flowers

First Bank of West Texas (all branches)
or at the door of the Municipal Auditorium

the night of the performance

under the direction of

Sandra Wallace

Featuring

The Coahoma 
Choir Kids

Dann Coakwell, Tenor
with Special Guest Artist

Music director and Conductor
Keith Graumann

Symphonic
Christmas

A 

Sponsored by

ALONUSA

For more information, call (432)264-7223

under the direction of

Atwood Hats
WIDE VARIETY

Howard County Feed
& Supply

701 E. 2nd             267-6411
32996

Accepting prize, Gore urges stop to war on environment

AP photo/John McConnico

Nobel Peace Prize laureates Al Gore, left, and Dr. Rajendra K. Pachauri, chairman of the
U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, greet members of the public from the bal-
cony of the Grand Hotel in Oslo Monday. Gore accepted the Nobel Peace Prize on Monday
and called on humanity to mobilize at once against the dangers of a changing climate.
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