
By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

FORSAN — Forsan
High School Band has
earned many superlatives
over the years, but this
one can’t be topped.

The FHS Band was
recently named the Texas
Music Educators
Association Class 1A
Honor Band for 2007. The
distinction is awarded to
the top Texas high school
band in its classification.

Director Jim Rhodes
said the band entered a
CD of its University
Interscholastic League
concert performance in
the TMEA competition.
Forsan advanced past the
regional and area rounds
to qualify, along with
seven other bands, for the
state TMEA contest in
San Antonio last
Thursday.

When the winners were
announced, Rhodes and
Assistant Director Misty
Hoelscher learned that
their band placed first on
all five judges’ ballots.
Seagraves placed second,
while Sundown was third.

“We had placed first in
the earlier stages, so we
got our hopes up that we
might do well at state,”
Rhodes said. “I did feel
we had a chance to place
in the top five — that was
what we were hoping
for.”

It was a case of the third
time being the charm for
Forsan — the band placed
fifth and second, respec-
tively, in its past appear-
ances at the TMEA state
contest.

“It is the highest award
you can win for your pro-
gram,” Rhodes said. “It’s

the pinnacle of what we
strive for ... I didn’t even
know what to say when
we won. I wanted to say
something profound, but
needless to say, it was
absolute excitement.”

By winning the award,
the band will perform at
the TMEA Honor Band
Concert in San Antonio
next February, along with
Class 2A winner Queen

City and Mesquite Poteet
High School, which won
the Class 4A award.

“It is a real big deal,”
Rhodes said. “We’re going
to play for an audience of
our peers, which makes it
a little more nerve-wrack-
ing.”

This award comes 20
years since a Rhodes-
directed band won the
TMEA honor — in 1987,

he led Grandfalls-Royalty
to the top spot.

“I’m getting near the
end of my career, so this
is kind of a vote of confi-
dence for the ‘old guy,’”
he said.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.
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Best in the land

Jewelers

Inside The Big Spring Mall      267-6335 
29482

* Welding Is Stronger Than
Saudered Joints

* Can Work Around Heat Sensitive
Materials

Laser Surgery For Your Jewelry
eyeglasses too!

Elrod’s
Big Spring’s Oldest, Finest, Largest Furniture Store

2309 Scurry                                    267-8491
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Close To Home - Same Day Appointments Available

Women’s Diagnostic Center

268-4888 28017

Representative Sales
208 Owens St.

Linda Matthews, Agent

325-650-0413
263-1500 • In The Western Building
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By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Budget shortfalls will
mean layoffs for several
departments within
Howard County and are
expected to adversely
impact customer ser-
vice, according to offi-
cials.

County Judge Mark
Barr said Wednesday
several major cuts have
been made to the coun-
ty’s budget and will
leave department heads
with arduous task of
eliminating some posi-
tions.

“There’s just no other
way,” said Barr. “We’re
cutting the county
library budget by
$100,000, the road and
bridge administration’s
by $120,000 and the
maintenance depart-
ment’s by one full-time
employee and one part-
time employee. We’ve
also implemented a hir-
ing freeze.

“We’re looking at a
budget shortfall of about
$250,000 for the coming
year and a shortfall of
about $400,000 the follow-
ing year,” Barr added.
“The fund balances have
been steadily declining
over the past several
years, and the tremen-

dous cost of the county
jail being closed simply
put it over the edge.”

The county jail was
shut down by the Texas
Commission on Jail
Standards in November
after it failed to meet
several life-safety crite-
ria, forcing county com-
missioners to not only
fund repairs to the facil-
ity totaling more than
$250,000, but also to
shoulder the expense of
housing inmates in
other county jails, an
expense Barr described
as tremendous.

Although the jail was
recently given the OK to
reopen by TDJS, Barr

See COUNTY, Page 3A
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Forsan High School Band Director Jim Rhodes and his assistant Misty Hoelscher are shown
in the FHS band hall Wednesday. The band was named the top Class 1A concert band in
the state by the Texas Music Educators Association.

“It’s the pinnacle of what we strive for ... I didn’t even know what to say
when we won. I wanted to say something profound, but needless to say, it
was absolute excitement.” 

—Jim Rhodes, band director

FHS Band
is tops in
Class 1A

Cuts slice
services,
personnel
Budget shortfall puts
financial squeeze on
county departments

“I’ve 
managed
to make
cuts in line
items that
amount to
$12,000, but in the
end, I’m going to
have to make cuts in
personnel to cover
this.”

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Members of the board of direc-
tors for Moore Development met
Wednesday evening, spending
the majority of the group’s time
in an executive session that
failed to prompt any action in
regular session.

According to Larry McLellan,
president of the board, the eco-
nomic development firm is cur-
rently in talks with an employer
that is considering moving its

operations to
Howard County.

“They were in town
Wednesday, so we
spent some time talk-
ing to them about the
move,” said
McLellan. “The com-
pany is expected to
employ approximate-

ly 30 people at between $12 and
$24 per hour. They have already
been out looking for a site and
might have a contract soon.

“These proceedings are still in
the early stages, but I feel like
it’s a very good prospect for us.
The company seems very eager
to move its operations to Big
Spring.”

McLellan declined to go into
further detail regarding the
identity of the company, citing
the competitive nature of the
economic development market
as the reason.

While the board moves for-
ward with its new business

prospect, McLellan said the mat-
ter of a letter of intent between
the economic development
agency and the Settles Hotel
Development Company for pro-
ject funding has seen no devel-
opments during the past few
months.

“We sent the revised version of
our letter of intent to SHDC
back in April,” said McLellan.
“Right now it’s just a matter of 

See MOORE, Page 3A
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story  idea? Call Jonathan Hull at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. Email results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSportsSports
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Garden City hosting
two all-star games

Glasscock County
Independent School
District will be hosting
a basketball and a foot-
ball all-star game.

The Small School
Shootout will take place
Friday at Dorothy
Garrett Coliseum. The
girls game will occur at
6 p.m. with the boys tak-
ing the court at 8 p.m. 

The Texas Bowl is a 6-
man all-star football
game scheduled for 7:30
p.m. Saturday in
Garden City. The game
will feature Division I
all-stars pitted against
Division II all-stars.

Several area athletes
from Garden City,
Sands and Grady will be
participating in both
events.

Lady Steer Booster
Club meeting 

The Big Spring Lady
Steer Booster Club will
hold a meeting at 6 p.m.
Monday in the Athletic
Training Center.

All parents of Lady
Steer athletes are
encouraged to attend.

Call Carrie Fox at 816-
9687 for more informa-
tion.

Physicals required
for some athletes

Big Spring High
School is informing all
student athletes that a
physical is required for
all incoming seventh,
ninth and 11th graders,
as well as any students
who are new to the dis-
trict. 

Physicals must be
taken care of and on file
at the Athletic Training
Center before athletes
will be allowed to prac-
tice, participate or get
equipment issued to
them.

Call the ATC at 264-
3662 with any questions.

Howard County Golf
Championship set

The 2007 Howard
Country Championship
golf tournament has
been set to take place
Friday through Sunday
at the Big Spring
Country Club.

The format is 54-holes
individual stroke play
and all participants
must have been a
Howard County resi-
dent prior to Jan. 1,
2007.

Entry fee $75 per play-
er plus a $30 cart fee.
Prizes will be given for
gross and net scores
with the field being pre-
flighted based on handi-
cap.  The championship
flight will break into
two flights after the first
round.

A senior division will
be made for those over
70.  The lowest score for
a country club member
will be club champion.

Tee times will be set
for Friday and Saturday
with a 1 p.m. shotgun
on Sunday. A barbecue
lunch will be served
Saturday. 

To enter or for other
information, call the
country club at 267-5354.

Big Spring Youth
Soccer meeting

The Big Spring Youth
Soccer Association will
be holding an organiza-
tional meeting at 2 p.m.
Saturday at College
Baptist Church’s
Fellowship Hall.

See BRIEFS, Page 2B

IINN B BRIEFRIEF
Steroid use is reportedly ram-

pant in Major
League Baseball.

One of the
National Football
League’s premier
quarterbacks is
under federal
indictment.

A National
Basketball
Association refer-
ee allegedly bet on
games, including
those he officiat-
ed.

Cycling’s Tour de France is

more notable for which entrant
is clean than who is using an
illegal substance.

Next thing you know, some-
one’s going to tell me that pro
wrestling isn’t legit.

As a former sports editor and
a current sports fan, I have been
watching the latest develop-
ments in the pro sports world
with slack-jawed amazement.
Summer is supposed to be a
slow time in sports, not prime
time of the School of Scandal.

Remember when athletes just
played games? Wasn’t that just a
quaint time?

I’m not going to discuss the
Tour de France doping scandals
because, well, I never consid-
ered cycling a serious sport.
Cycling, to me, is more work
than anything else. Work is not
fun, so let’s move on, OK?

Football, baseball and basket-
ball, on the other hand, are fun
— or should be. Why, then, are
the commissioners of those
three sports frowning so much
these days?

Let’s start with football, where
the big news is not about the
opening of NFL training camps,
but rather the indictment hand-

ed down by federal authorities
against Atlanta Falcons’ quarter-
back Michael Vick.

Vick, as I’m sure you’re
aware, has been accused of host-
ing illegal dogfights on his
Virginia property. But that in
itself is not what has everyone
so atwitter.

No, dogfighting alone is a
despicable enterprise, but what
Vick and his associates allegedly
did to some of the poor dogs
under his care is truly beyond
the pale. According to the 

See REAGAN, Page 2B

What in the wide world of sports?
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Courtesy photo
The Big Spring Sandlot will be competing in the United State Specialty Sports Associtation ‘s Slow Pitch Recreation
Nationals Tournament in Lubbock Friday and Saturday. The 16U team has been together for three seasons.
Bottom row (left to right): Donnie Rodriguez, Justin Solis, Augustine Rivera. Middle row: Jake Hernandez, Justin Yanez,
Isaac Nieto, Adam Guzman. Top row: Coach Tony Sarracho, Manuel Sosa, Anthony Sarracho, Jacob Acosta, Brian Solis,
Elijah Salazar, Coach Ben Flores.

Big Spring Sandlot playing in softball nationals
By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

Ben Flores saw an
opportunity with Big
Spring’s youth. He
noticed that there was
not a youth slow-pitch
softball team in the area.
This led Flores to creat-
ing the Big Spring
Sandlot three years ago. 

“I’m originally from
Lubbock and these soft-
ball teams are a big up
there,” explained Flores.
“There has never been a

boys softball team here. I
coached little league here
and I started talking to
some of the boys and the
parents and decided we
should give it a try.”

The Sandlot will be
competing in the 2007
United States Specialty
Sports Association’s
Youth Slow Pitch
Recreation Nationals in
Lubbock. The tourna-
ment starts Friday and
will conclude Saturday.

The Sandlot has found
success in their previous

two summers of competi-
tion. Last year, they fin-
ished second in the state
tournament and fifth in
the national tournament
in the 14U division.

The Sandlot had to
move up into the 16U
division this season.
They attempted to enter
an interstate tournament
already this summer, but
were refused entry in
Clovis, N.M.

“We got there and they
didn’t let us in. They did-
n’t really give us any rea-

son either,” said Flores.
“So we’re yet to have
experienced real compet-
itive play this year.”

The lack of other boys
softball teams in the area
prevents the Sandlot
from scheduling exhibi-
tions or other types of
competitive games. This
puts a huge emphasis on
practice. 

“We practice all the
time,” said Flores.
“These guys are really

See SANDLOT, Page 2B

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

SAN ANTONIO — A
half hour before his first
training camp practice in
charge of the Dallas
Cowboys, Wade Phillips
strolled out of a tunnel
and onto the turf of the
Alamodome. As soon as
he came into view
Wednesday afternoon,
about 8,000 fans stood and
cheered.

So Phillips smiled,
waved and kept walking.

He also came to a quick
conclusion: “That’s the
last time I’ll get a stand-
ing ovation.”

Not necessarily. If the
Cowboys can live up to
the “good feeling” their
new coach has about
them, Phillips may get
used to entering rooms
greeted by a chorus of
applause. After all, this is
“America’s Team,” a sta-
tus confirmed by the
huge turnouts for a pre-
camp concert Tuesday
night and again
Wednesday for Day 1 of
workouts in helmets,
shoulder pads and shorts.

“There’s not any train-
ing camps like this that I
know of or that I’ve been
in,” said Phillips, enter-
ing his 31st season in the
NFL and with his seventh
franchise. “This was
probably the most and
the most enthusiastic. It
helps because your play-
ers practice better. When
the fans are out there,
they’re going to do more,
so I think it’s a real plus
for us.”

The Cowboys are com-
ing off a 9-7 season that
ended with a playoff loss.
Dallas hasn’t won a post-
season game in 11 years,
a dismal streak that Bill
Parcells failed to end in
his four years in charge.

Now it’s Phillips’ turn.

See COWBOYS, Page 2B

Phillips gives
Cowboys a
good feeling

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON — With
unblemished closer J.J.
Putz finally back on the
mound, the Seattle
Mariners had to antici-
pate a winning end to a
miserable trip.

Except, they only felt
worse when it was over.

Putz, who hadn’t
allowed a run in 16 road
appearances this season
and hadn’t blown a save
since last year, gave up a
two-run homer to Ramon
Vazquez with two outs in
the eighth inning as the
Texas Rangers rallied for
a 7-6 victory Wednesday
night to complete a four-
game sweep.

“There’s not much I can
say. He put a good swing
on it,” Putz said. “This is
not the best time for this
to happen. ... Things

aren’t going our way.
We’re in a bad cycle.”

Having not pitched
since Friday, Putz came
on with one on and one
out in the eighth. He
struck out Gerald Laird,
but Vazquez hit a 414-foot
drive to right-center —
his fifth of the season.

Putz had converted a
majors-best 31 straight
save chances, including
all 29 this year, and had
thrown 22 consecutive
scoreless innings.

“He’s human,” Rangers
manager Ron Washington
said. “I don’t care how
good you are, things can
turn for you sometimes in
the wrong direction.”

Seattle lost its sixth
straight game since win-
ning the trip opener at
Toronto to get within a
game of the AL West-lead-
ing Los Angeles Angels.

Five of the losses were by
one run, including all
four games in Texas, but
they have only slipped to
3 1/2 games back.

“It’s been a long trip.
We need to get out of
here,” Mariners manager
John McLaren said. “No
one feels worse than J.J.
He’s the ultimate gamer.”

Marlon Byrd led off the
eighth with a single and
Frank Catalanotto had a
sacrifice bunt — both
against different pitchers
before Putz came in the
game.

“Just looking for a fast-
ball, trying to get a pitch I
can drive,” said Vazquez,
a regular in the Rangers
lineup only because third
baseman Hank Blalock
and second baseman Ian
Kinsler are on the dis-

See RANGERS, Page 2B

Rangers complete series sweep of Mariners

MCT photo/Sharon M. Steinman/Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Texas Rangers’ Joaquin Benoit throws a pitch in the eighth
inning against the Seattle Mariners in Arlington. Benoit
picked up the win as the Rangers completed the series
sweep of the Mariners 7-6.
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 a.m.
today:

• JONATHAN MATA, 22, of 803.5 14th Street, was
arrested Wednesday on a capias warrant.

• CARLA PINEDA, 22, of 1512 S. Main, was arrest-
ed Wednesday on a capias warrant.

• CHAD ALLEN MUSGROVE, 39, of 405 Moss Lake,
was arrested Wednesday on two local warrants.

• JUAN EMILIO BARRERA, 50, of 2911 W.
Highway 80, was arrested Wednesday on a charge of
theft.

• JIMMY F. MASSINGILL JR., 40, of 1637
Hamilton, was arrested on a charge of public intoxi-
cation.

• AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY
WEAPON was reported in the 3200 block of Fenn.

• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 1500
block of Oriole.

• ASSAULT BY THREAT was reported in the 1600
block of Tucson.

• ASSAULT CAUSING BODILY INJURY was
reported in the 2600 block of Gregg.

• ASSAULT CAUSING BODILY INJURY/FAMILY
VIOLENCE was reported in the 1400 block of Highway
87.

• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the
400 block of Hillside.

• CITY EMPLOYEE INJURY was reported in the
1600 block of Martin Luther King.

• CRIMINAL TRESPASS was reported in the 1000
block of Gregg.

• DISORDERLY CONDUCT was reported in the
1100 block of Mulberry.

• THEFT was reported:
- in the 1400 block of Fourth Street.
- in the 1100 block of Lamesa.
- in the 1800 block of Gregg.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 48 inmates at the time of this report.

• TAMMIE SUE HORN, 38, was arrested by the
HCSO Wednesday on a charge of public intoxication
and a violation of promise to appear.

• CASSIE RENEA EMERSON, 19, was arrested by
the HCSO Wednesday on a charge of no drivers
license.

• THOMAS RAY CAMARILLO, 34, was arrested by
the HCSO Wednesday on a charge of felony possession
of a firearm.

• TIFFANY CLAUDIA GIBSON, 18, was arrested by
the DPS Wednesday on a charges of failure to identify
a fugitive from justice, giving fictitious information
and no drivers license.

• CHARLES BURDEN, 42, was arrested by DPS
Wednesday on charges of driving while license
invalid, no drivers license and an open alcohol con-
tainer.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1400 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported at Moss Creek Lake. One
person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported on the corner of 14th Street
and Owens. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of
Pacific. One person was transported to the VAMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2600 block of Gregg.
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of Colby.
One person was transported to SMMC.

• HOWARD COLLEGE AND SOUTHWEST
COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE FOR THE DEAF will be
honoring Ron Brasel, provost at SWCID for the past 21
years, with a retirement party from noon to 1 p.m.,
Monday, Aug. 6 in the SWCID Auditorium.
Refreshments will be served and a “retirement rock-
ing chair” will be available for all in attendance to
sign messages to Ron. Everyone is invited.  

• A FUND HAS BEEN CREATED to help Garland
and Nalynda Helmstetler raise the $25,000 needed for
medical treatment that the family’s insurance will not
cover. Nalynda has been diagnosed with breast cancer
that cannot be treated by radiation and chemotherapy.
Doctors have told the family she should begin treat-
ment on Aug. 1 so that the cancer does not spread to
other organs. Donations may be made payable to
Nalynda’s Cancer Fund at the Federal Employees
Credit Union located on FM 700.

• SNO CONES FOR SALE, a fund-raiser for
Cornerstone Church, is set from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday at the west doors of Wal-Mart. For more infor-
mation, call the church at 263-3072. 

• A FUND HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AT
COSDEN CREDIT UNION to help pay medical
expenses for Raul Robles. Any assistance would be
appreciated. The account is No. 761882.

• ST. MARY’S AND FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S
ARE HOLDING A LAP BLANKET DRIVE to place
approximately 400 lap blankets in the hands of every
nursing home patient in Big Spring. Blankets can be
taken to the church office, 1001 Goliad, between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Monday through Friday or
call Connie Fowler at 267-2713. 

A beginning crochet class is being held at 6 p.m.
Wednesday in the church’s Parish Hall. 

• ALL CREATURES SANCTUARY AND RESCUE
has an account set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608
N. Highway 87 for all types of metals and aluminum
cans. See manager John Kimberly or Cruz Rodriquez,
metal specialist, to make your donations. Please tell
them that your donations are for All Creatures
Sanctuary and Rescue. The sanctuary is also still tak-
ing weight circles off of all Purina Brand Dog Foods.
Send your Purina Weight Circles to A.C.S. & R. at P.O.
Box 871, Coahoma 79511. All Creatures Sanctuary and
Rescue has an account also set up with Howard
County Feed and Supply at 701 E. Second St. For dona-
tions of coastal or grass hay for a rescue horse.

• CHRIST COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP IS COL-
LECTING INFANT CAR SEATS AND CARRIERS.
These are given to new mothers who cannot afford
them. To donate your old or new car seats and carri-
ers, call Karen Allen at 263-3517 or leave a message at
Christ Community Fellowship, 263-love. All donations
are appreciated.

•  ROAD TO RECOVERY, sponsored by the
American Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive
cancer patients to treatment in Midland. This requires
just a few hours commitment each month. To volun-
teer, or to request a ride for treatment, call Nancy
Koger at 267-7809.

• NEW LIFE MINISTRIES Church of God In Christ
is holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The
meal is free. Call 264-0771 for more information.

• THE PET PATROL helps locate lost pets and own-
ers of found pets. To volunteer or for more informa-
tion, call Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).

• ODYSSEY HOSPICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to
work in the office and perform patient services. For
more information or to volunteer, call 263-5999.

• THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM that delivers
meals to the elderly and homebound needs volunteers
to deliver meals. If you can spare one hour per week
to deliver eight or 10 meals, you are needed. About 85
to 90 meals are prepared, packaged and delivered to
recipients within the city limits of Big Spring. 

If you can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3
p.m.

• LEGAL AID OF NORTHWEST TEXAS is accept-
ing appointments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and
third Wednesday of each month. Individuals seeking
legal advice for matters concerning family law,
divorce, custody and child support issues, social secu-
rity cases, employment and housing may contact the
office to schedule an appointment. Criminal cases are
not accepted. Anyone recently served with legal docu-
ments should call the office immediately at 800-926-
5630 or 432-686-0647.

• BIG SPRING AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES
are in critical need of foster families. Foster parents
are the caretakers for the children in the community
who have been abused or neglected. For more infor-
mation on becoming foster parents or adoptive fami-
lies, call the Children’s Protective Services office at
263-9669.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.

at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m.
until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting,

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each
month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon

at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-
5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) TX. 21, weight
loss support group meets at Dora Roberts
Rehabilitation Center, 306 W. Third St. at 5 p.m. TOPS
provides members with information, motivation and
fellowship in attaining and maintaining their physi-
cian-prescribed weight goals. For more information,
call Alex at 264-6921 or 1-800 392-8677.

TUESDAY
•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.

and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• The National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI)
support group meets from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main. Anyone who has
a mental illness or has a friend or family with mental
illness is invited to participate. Call Felicia Talley at
268-3835 for more information.

Tonight...Partly cloudy with isolated showers and
thunderstorms. Lows in the upper 60s. Southeast
winds 10 to 15 mph.  

Friday...Mostly cloudy. Highs around 90. East winds
10 to 15 mph.  

Friday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows around 70.
Southeast winds 10 to 15 mph.  

Saturday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 90s.
Southeast winds around 10 mph.  

Saturday night...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the
upper 60s.  

Sunday...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the lower 90s.  

Sunday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the lower 70s.  
Monday...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of

showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the lower 90s.  
Monday night...Partly cloudy with a 20 percent

chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the
lower 70s.  

Tuesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 90s.  
Tuesday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the lower

70s.  
Wednesday...Mostly cloudy. Highs in the lower 90s.

AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the Lotto Texas drawing
Wednesday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 3-8-12-15-30-38.
Number matching six of six: 0.

••• 
AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the Cash 5 drawing

Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 7-9-15-22-27.
Number matching five of five: 3.
Prize per winner: $8,466.
Winning tickets sold in: Temple, Richardson,

Lubbock.
•••

AUSTIN (AP) — The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn
Wednesday night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 3-5-8.

Police blotter

Sheriff’s report

Fire/EMS

Lottery

Weather

TODAY
• League of United Latin American Citizens

LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. For more infor-
mation, contact John Ybarra at 264-1628. The public
is invited. 

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267-
7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon at

the Big Spring Country Club.
• Spring City Senior Citizens Center country and

western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featur-
ing Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. All area seniors
are invited.

SATURDAY
• Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

MONDAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at

5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758. 

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets in the First Christian Church of Big Spring,
911 Goliad. A different program is offered every
week. Enter through the south side door off 10th
Street. Call 213-1342 for more information. Weigh-in
starts at 5 p.m.; meetings begin at 5:30 p.m.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the

Howard College Cactus Room.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard

College Cactus Room.
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721. 

Bulletin Board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

Take Note

Support Groups
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SANDLOT
Continued from Page 1B

excited about the tourna-
ment and the chance to
play. They’ve worked
really hard and are going
to be very competitive.”

Many of the players on
the team also play for
pony leagues as well as
for some of the area high
schools.

“I’ve got players who

have played several years
of little league,” Flores
said. “I’ve got kids who
play football for the Big
Spring Steers. There are
some good athletes on
this team.”

The atheticism of the
team trancends to their
defensive abilities on the
softball diamond, accord-
ing to Flores.

“Success in slow pitch
is heavily dependent
upon defensive abilities,”

he said. “These guys prac-
tice hard and cover a lot
of ground. They’re very
good defensively.”

The Sandlot has had
plenty of help from local
sponsors. PRO2 has paid
the $250 entry fee and
Burrito Express II and
Tio Lencho’s have provid-
ed funds for the team’s
uniforms.

As far as hotel rooms
and food expenses, the
players have gone out

earned the funds them-
selves.

“It means a lot more
that they are earning
their way to the tourna-
ment,” said Flores.
“Hopefully, their hard
work will pay off.”

Contact Sports Editor
Jonathan Hull by calling
him at 263-7331, ext. 237,
or email him at
sports@bigspringherald.c
om.

BRIEFS
Continued from Page 1B

New officers will be elect-
ed for the 2007 season.

For more information,
contact Jamie Scott at
264-0001 or Robert Smith
at 263-3333.

Lady Steers v-ball
team meeting

Big Spring’s Lady Steers
volleyball team will hold
a parent/athlete meeting
at 6 p.m. Aug. 2 at Alan
and Della Partee’s house
at 1600 Kiowa. 

The meeting will dis-
cuss rules and expecta-
tions for the upcoming
season since two-a-days
begin Aug. 6.

A swim party will be
held following the meet-
ing. Parents are asked to
bring snacks and drinks.

Call Della Partee at 367-

4038 or Coach Amanda
Whitaker at (325) 864-1467
with any questions.

Steers season ticket 
sales have begun

Big Spring High School
have made 2007 Steer foot-
ball  season tickets avail-
able for previous season
ticket holders at the
Athletic Training Center.

Season tickets will be
made available to the gen-
eral public Aug. 8
through Aug. 22 from 7:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Thursday.

Call Kay Cook at 264-
3662 with any questions.

Magers-Powell
camp scheduled

Rose Magers-Powell, the
Big Spring High School
Hall of Fame volleyball
star and 1984 Olympian,
will again be conducting

a volleyball camp at BSHS
this summer.

The camp is scheduled
for July 30-Aug. 1 with
sessions for middle school
players from 9 a.m. to
noon.

The high school players’
session is from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. each day.

The fee will be $125 per
player.

Players can register
online and get additional
information on the camp
at www.gotrosevolleyball-
camps.com.

Country club hosting
over 80 golf tourney

The Big Spring Country
Club is hosting an over 80
scramble tournament
starting at 1 p.m. Aug. 18.
The tournament will con-
clude Aug. 19. 

Entry fee is $60 per play-
er plus a optional golf cart
fee. Private carts are wel-
come. Entry includes a
barbecue lunch on the
course both days.

Call the pro shop at 267-
5354 for more information
or to enter a team.

QUICK CASH REBATES
The Quick Way to Payday

We’ll cash your personal check in minutes, deposit it on your next
payday, up to 14 days, give you the money you need, the long 

distance you want and the discount you deserve!
Requirements For Service: 1) Valid Picture ID

2) Verification Of Income
3) Most Recent Checking Account Statement

612 S. Gregg          Big Spring, Texas        432-263-4400

21
44
4

REAGAN
Continued from Page 1B

indictment, these men took
dogs that were not performing
aggressively enough in fights
and disposed of them by elec-
trocution, drowning or just
plain beating them to death.

One can look at those accusa-
tions and decide that, if true,
the young man in question
must have more than a couple
of loose screws up in the ol’
belfry.

One would probably be right.
Someone apparently forgot to

inform Vick that quarterback-
ing a NFL team and engaging

in animal torture are not
mutually compatible endeav-
ors. People tend to look poorly
on such inconsistencies.

If he is found guilty of the
charges, he will lose much
more than his freedom. He will
lose a multi-million dollar
career, not to mention addi-
tional millions in endorsement
deals. Regardless of the out-
come, Vick’s net worth will
probably end up somewhere
around mine.

As damning as the case
against Vick appears, however,
football isn’t the sport taking
the biggest hit this week. That
dubious distinction belongs to
basketball.

It was announced recently

that the FBI is investigating
allegations that veteran NBA
referee Tim Donaghy bet on
basketball games over the 2005-
2006 and 2006-2007 seasons,
including ones in which he
officiated.

Now, we can make bad jokes
about brain-dead quarterbacks
until the cows come home, but
referees on the take is serious
business. 

At the end of the day, the
only thing sports franchises
can offer their fans is the
belief that their games are on
the up and up. Take away that
belief, take away a sport’s
credibility and it might as well
be pro wrestling.

Despite what some people

might think, I was not around
at the time of the infamous
Black Sox gambling scandal in
1919, but everyone agrees it
was almost the death of base-
ball. And the same kind of
damage awaits basketball
unless the NBA Powers That
Be jump on this fast.

After all, if there’s one
crooked ref, there can always
be another. And maybe a play-
er or two. Or even an owner.
Who knows how widespread
this thing is?

NBA Commissioner David
Stern said in a Tuesday news
conference that it appears that
Donaghy was the only referee
who apparently bet on games. 

But Stern needs to go further

than reassuring statements. He
needs to launch a full-scale
investigation to make sure
there is no other funny busi-
ness going on under his watch.
And he needs to keep the pub-
lic informed every step of the
way.

It would be a shame if bas-
ketball took a permanent hit
because of a credibility prob-
lem, but it’s happened to a
major sport before.

You remember boxing, don’t
you? Like pro wrestling, but
with gloves?

Contact Staff Writer Steve
Reagan at 263-7331, ext. 234, or
by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringherald.com

COWBOYS
Continued from Page 1B

His first practice of the season
got off to a bad start when line-
backer Greg Ellis aggravated
his rehabilitating Achilles’ ten-
don early on and had to be
replaced by undrafted rookie
Alex Obomese. He zoomed to
the top of the depth chart
because top pick Anthony
Spencer isn’t signed.

Neither is third-rounder
James Marten, who could be
getting valuable experience at
tackle because starters Flozell
Adams and Marc Colombo went
on the physically unable to per-
form list Wednesday.

But things went well other-
wise, with team drills ending
on a very fan-friendly note: a
60-yard strike from Tony Romo
to Terrell Owens.

Actually, the segment had
about 30 more seconds, but
Phillips made the executive
decision to blow the horn.

“The defensive coaches got
mad at me. They said, ‘If you
were still a defensive coach,
you wouldn’t have ended on
that play,’” Phillips said.
“That’s the difference in being
the head coach and the defen-
sive coach.”

While this was Phillips’ first
training camp practice, it was
far from his first time on the
field with the team. He held
enough minicamps that players
knew what to expect — and, no,
it’s not as simple as him being
the anti-Parcells.

However, there were some
clear differences between
Phillips and his predecessor.
Rookies didn’t have to wear
star-less helmets, Terry Glenn
was allowed to work out in
white shorts while everyone

else had blue and the coach
drew laughs for jokes, not sar-
castic comments as he talked to
players.

The most notable change
might’ve been that Owens was
a happy camper. He lined up at
two different receiving spots
and even helped out on kick
returns.

“It’s just refreshing for a lot of
us,” Owens said.

Romo described the coaches
as “real similar, except for the
language.”

“They’re a little different in
their styles, but they’re both
very successful in my eyes in
how they bring things to the
table,” Romo said.

Maybe Phillips’ sunny dispo-
sition is part of the reason for
the optimism that’s already
running rampant around the
team. He definitely notices an
intangible quality that he likes.

“You get a sense of something

there with some teams. I get
that sense, whatever that is. A
little mystic, maybe, but there’s
a feeling,” he said. “They’re all
pulling in the same direction.
They want to do the same
things and want to be involved
and they have some talent — all
of that combined.

“See, I see the little things —
an offensive guy patting a
defensive guy on the back,
things like that, already. It’s
not offense-defense. They’ve got
something that kind of clicks
together already, and I was glad
to see that because most of the
time it’s `We’re the offense’ and
‘We’re the defense’ and ‘This is
special teams.’ They have feel-
ing for each other.”

Now all he’s got to do is keep
it going until February.

Extra points: The Cowboys
are bracing for a long wait
before Spencer signs. Only one
player drafted before him has a

deal and agents like using other
picks as barometers of how
much their guy is worth. ... RB
Alonzo Coleman joined Adams
and Colombo on the PUP list.
Rookie WR Isaiah Stanback
went on the non-football injury
list because of a problem dating
to his college days. ... Phillips’
dad — Bum Phillips, who
coached the Houston Oilers and
New Orleans Saints — watched
from the sidelines. “He told me
today he was glad he was out of
it,” Wade Phillips said. “I don’t
know what that means.” ...
Longtime Cowboys scouting
director Larry Lacewell, who
rarely visited during Parcells’
tenure, also was on hand. ...
Phillips said this was the first
time he opened camp without
players being in pads. Players
will be fully suited up
Thursday, when they’ll have
their first day of two-a-days.

RANGERS
Continued from Page 1B

abled list. “I got ahead 2-0
and then I just started
thinking get on base, give
me a chance.”

Kenny Lofton homered
and drove in three runs
in what might have been
his last home game for
the Rangers, who
matched their longest
winning streak of the sea-
son with the four-game
sweep — their first since
doing the same to Seattle
at home last August.

Lofton’s two-run homer
in the third put the
Rangers up 3-1. After
Seattle tied the game, the
40-year-old added a
tiebreaking RBI single in
the fifth and scored on a
double by Mark Teixeira,
who may also be gone by
time Texas plays at home
again Aug. 6.

“Kenny’s just being
Kenny. He’s just going to

keep doing it,” Byrd said.
“Hopefully, he keeps
doing it here.”

With the Rangers again
in last place in the AL
West, there has been plen-
ty of interest from con-
tending teams in acquir-
ing Teixeira and Lofton
before Tuesday’s non-
waiver trade deadline.
And general manager Jon
Daniels is listening to the
offers.

Lofton was 2-for-5 to
raise his average to .303
— four points better than
his career average over 17
seasons. Texas became
his 11th team when he
signed a one-year deal last
winter. The still-speedy
outfielder, with 21 of his
620 steals this season, has
been to the playoffs 10
times with six teams.

Teixeira, the switch-hit-
ting slugger who has won
two Gold Gloves at first
base, is eligible for salary
arbitration after this sea-
son and can become a free

agent after 2008. He is hit-
ting .299 with 13 home
runs and 49 RBIs despite
missing 27 games with a
strained left quadriceps
after playing a team-
record 507 consecutive
games.

Adrian Beltre tied a
team record with three
doubles and drove in four
runs for the Mariners,
including his two-run
double in the eighth off
Joaquin Benoit (4-3) that
tied the game before he
came home on a double
by Raul Ibanez to put
Seattle up 6-5.

Benoit had allowed only
one run over 18 2-3
innings in his previous 14
outings before giving up
three doubles in the
eighth. He pitched a per-
fect ninth.

Catalanotto and Laird
had back-to-back doubles
in the second to put the
Rangers up 1-0. Travis
Metcalf, 9-for-13 his last
four games, had a leadoff

single in the third before
Lofton’s seventh homer.

Michael Young, who
was 2-for-4, was thrown
out at home while trying
to score from first on
Teixeira’s double in the
fifth.

Ichiro Suzuki, the only
player with more hits
than Young since 2003,
also had two hits and
scored twice. But he
struck out with two on to
end the sixth and popped
out to short center field
with two more on in the
eighth.

“It’s frustrating. We’re
losing tight games,” Putz
said. “But there is not a
sense of panic. We’ll keep
playing hard and things
will turn around.”

The Mariners play their
next 10 games at home,
including three next week
against the Angels.

Notes: Rangers starter
Brandon McCarthy
allowed three runs in five
innings and still hasn’t

won since May 20 at
Houston. Seattle’s Miguel
Batista had allowed only
12 earned runs over 44
innings his last seven
starts, but gave up five
runs in six innings.

Tigers 13,
White Sox 9

Ryan Raburn was being
honest in assessing his
performance as an emer-
gency fill-in for Gary
Sheffield.

“I think it’s probably
the best game I’ve ever
had, and probably ever
will,” Raburn said after
hitting two homers and
driving in seven runs in
the Detroit Tigers’ 13-9
victory over the Chicago
White Sox on Wednesday
night.

The 26-year-old got the
call with Sheffield sitting
out with a sore right
shoulder.

Raburn was called up

for the first time this sea-
son from Triple-A Toledo
on July 6. He hit his first
career homer last Friday
and is 10-for-20 in nine
games, with three homers
and 10 RBIs.

“What I like about him
is he’s a hungry player,”
Tigers manager Jim
Leyland said. “He went
down to Triple-A and did
everything we asked.”

Raburn’s only other
appearance in the big
leagues was a 12-game
stretch with Detroit in
2004.

Raburn’s night didn’t
start impressively as he
laid down a sacrifice bunt
in the first inning.

Raburn homered in the
third and fourth innings
and had an RBI double
during Detroit’s five-run
fifth. 

He drove in two more
runs with a single in the
ninth.
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Announcements
SINGLE GENTLEMEN very 
quite with pets wishes to Rent 
small house in town/country. 
Please call 432-816-5868.

Business Opportunity
Looking for reliable people 
to deliver The Big Spring 
Herald.

Various in-town
routes open

Great opportunity for 
extra income.

Ideal for 
Stay at Home 

Moms and Retiree’s.
Stop by the 

Big Spring Herald,
710 Scurry St.
for application.

No Phone Calls Please

SHARING & CARING! Earn 
lifetime residual income while 
helping others. 7 to 10 hours 
per week. Call Gordon today 
(432)816-9559.

WORK A few hours each 
morning an earn an extra 
$1500 per month delivering the 
Abilene Reporter-News. Con-
tact Sammy @ 325-670-5236 
or daviss@reporternews.com

Cemetery Lots
DIRECT CREMATION
$695.00. Monarch Cremation 
Society. Pre-need or at need. 
Little Red Barn across from Mt. 
Olive Cemetery. 432-714-4808.

GARDEN OF Meditation Trinity 
Memorial Park 2 spaces  for 
$3000. Call 432-517-4326.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Ban 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational

Act now for career training to 
become a Medical Assistant 
from Southeastern Career In-
stitute - Midland. 
Also offering career training in:
* Computer Business Systems 

* Dental Assistant 
* Medical Office Specialist 

Call Now!
1-800-497-1557

www.scinow6.com
4320 W. Illinois Avenue,

Suite A, Midland, TX 79703

Garage Sales
2 FAMILY Sale: 3313 Duke, 
Saturday 8:00-1:00. Children’s 
up to adult clothes & shoes, 
toys, deco items and more.

4 FAMILY Garage Sale: 614 
Colgate, Saturday 8-? Furni-
ture, sports equipment, 
Ping-Pong table, tires, big 
screen TV, pioneer 
stereo/speakers, baby clothes, 
girls clothes (sizes 7-16) and 
more.

MOVING SALE: 108 Jefferson 
St., Friday & Saturday 7am-? 
Lots of Stuff. Must Sell.

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE 606 Edwards 
Circle, Saturday 8am-3pm. 
Bikes, computer desk, golf 
clubs, baby clothes, dog house 
& lots of misc.

GARAGE SALE, 807 Baylor. 
Friday 1pm-5pm & Saturday 
8am-5pm. Tons of name brand 
clothes, teen to adult, all sea-
sons. Purses  & lots of misc.

GARAGE SALE: 1001 S. 
Scurry, Saturday 8-3. Queen 
size bed, dresser, buffet, 
shelves, chairs, computer 
monitor, movies, rooster chan-
delier and much more.

GARAGE SALE: 307 Ramsey 
in Coahoma. Friday & Saturday 
7:30-? Crocks, Coleman lan-
terns, Coleman heater, bicy-
cles, bedding, what-nots, lin-
ens, clothes, glassware, baby 
bed and more.

GARAGE SALE: Fri. & Sat. 
7am-?, 6 Coahomans Circle 
(Highland South). Anything and 
everything you might need!

GARAGE SALE: Saturday 
7am-?, 1202 Dixie Ave. We 
have baby items, baby clothes, 
boys, girls, and adults clothes 
all sizes, toys andother miscel-
laneous items of interest.

MOVING SALE, 1609 S. Main. 
Friday, 8:00-? Furniture, 
household & miscellaneous 
items.

MOVING SALE: 2509 Gunter 
Circle, Saturday 7-? Furniture, 
tools and misc. items.

MULTI FAMILY Garage Sale: 
2702 Oasis, Friday & Saturday 
8:00am-6:00pm. Clothes, toys, 
household items, knick-knacks 
and lots of misc. items.

MULTI FAMILY Garage Sale: 
6311 North Service Road I-20 
Moss Lake Exit. Friday & Sat-
urday 8:00-4:00. Furniture, 
housewares, baby items, kid 
clothing. Look for Balloons.

YARD SALE 1105 N. Bell, Sat-
urday 9am-3pm. Tools, toys, 
clothes & lots of misc.

Help Wanted
ACCOUNTING CLERK
needed: Howard College Book-
store. Please visit our website 
www.texasbook.com and click 
on “join our winning team” for 
more information.

Assistant Manager/Collector
Security Finance is now taking 
applications. We offer benefits, 
competitive pay, and advance-
ment opportunities. Apply in 
person at 501 E. 3rd. 

BABYSITTER NEEDED in our 
home for a two year old and 
occasionally a six year old. 
Must have references. Call 
(432)816-3950 or 
(432)349-7162.

BIG SPRING Country Club hir-
ing all positions: Cook, Dish-
washer & Waitstaff. Apply in 
person, Tuesday thru Saturday 
or at Texas Workforce Net-
work.

CERTIFIED PHARMACY
Technician position for Inde-
pendent Pharmacy in the 
Beautiful Central Texas town of 
Hamilton. Great Pay and Bene-
fits! Must have experience, 
good work ethic, and be willing 
to relocate. Fax resume to 
254-386-884 or email 
jordan_pharmacy@htcomp.net

Help Wanted
CLASS B Mixer truck driver 
needed, $12.00 per hour. Call 
(817)517-7000.

COMMERICAL 
Construction Company

Now hiring Steel erectors,
finish carpenters and

concrete workers.
Drug Test and 

Pre-Employment 
physical required. 

Must be willing to travel and 
have good transportation.
Apply at 2800 Windecker, 

Midland Airport
or call (432)638-2920
SEND RESUMES TO: 

GENERAL
SUPERINTENDENT

PO BOX 60708
MIDLAND, TX 79711 

DENTAL ASSISTANT needed 
for our progressive dental of-
fice. Previous experience in 
dentistry is preferred, but train-
ing is available for the right per-
son. We value warmth, matur-
ity, and a non-smoking health 
centered lifestyle. Personally 
submit a resume to 307-D W. 
16th. Street.

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY. 
Coastal Transport is a leader in 
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe-
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A 
& One year driving experience. 
Inquire about Sign-on Bonus 
up to $4000.   Call Russell at 
888-527-7221.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. 
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57 an-
nually including Federal Bene-
fits and OT. Paid training, va-
cations. PT/FT. 
1-866-795-4058 USWA.

Help Wanted
ELECTRONIC TECH 

POSITION AVAILABLE 
The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has an opening 
for an Electronics Technician. 
Will work out of Big Spring, TX. 
Electronic experience and 
training required. District bene-
fits include paid vacation and 
holidays, sick leave, retirement 
plan, and group insurance. 
EOE.
Applications are required to be 
considered for employment 
and are available at the Dis-
trict’s office, 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas or by 
calling (432)267-6341.

FIRST BANK of West Texas, 
Coahoma, Texas, has an im-
mediate opening for a Trust Of-
ficer, and Internal Auditor in our 
Big Spring location. Prefer a 
BBA in accounting, will accept 
a BBA in finance. Fax resume 
to: Shirley Greenfield at 
(432)394-4061 or e-mail to 
sgreenfield@fbwt.net.

FURR’S FAMILY Dining has all 
positions available. Apply in 
person, 2503 S. Gregg. 

GILLIHAN PAINT and Body 
needs a body technician. Must 
have own tools. Apply in per-
son, 821 West 4th 
(432)264-6528.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for 
dozer operator, with two years 
experience, must pass drug 
test. Cal (432)270-3610.

LEGAL SECRETARY office 
and/or accounting experience. 
Resume and references re-
quired. Robert D. Miller, 608 
Scurry, fax 432-267-1043.

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Call (432)267-6027, 
(432)213-1186, M-F.

Help Wanted
LOCAL COMPANY is looking 
for someone with experience in 
AutoCad Drawing. Bring re-
sume to 1305 East Airpark 
Drive. 432-264-6600.

PARKVIEW NURSING & Re-
habilitation Now hiring for the 
following positions:
LVN - Charge Nurse 
10pm-6am Shift
Certified Nursing Assistant
Great working environment and 
competitive salary. Please ap-
ply in person at 3200 Parkway 
Rd.,

NEED EVENING/ Overnight
Front Desk person. Pick up ap-
plication, Holiday Inn Express, 
1109 N. Aylsford.

NEED RELIABLE, honest peo-
ple. Housekeeping, night front 
desk, and houseman.  Apply @ 
Comfort Inn 2900 East I-20, 
Big Spring. No Phone Calls.

Help Wanted
NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Now hiring 
English &  Bilingual 

Customer Care 
Representative.

StarTek is offering Great NEW 
pay rates and benefits. 

Come by 
501 Birdwell Lane, Suite 30 

or call 432-264-2700

NOW HIRING Bartenders and 
Cocktail waitresses.  Must be 
18.  Call the San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill at (432)267-1767 or 
213-0946.

PART-TIME HELP needed. 
Howard College Bookstore. 
Come by Mon-Thurs. 8:00-4:00 
to pick up application. Employ-
ees get textbook discount.

We are currently seeking an RN/LVN in the Colorado City,
Snyder, Sweetwater area. It is an honor to care for our
employees & to serve our patients. We offer competitive
salaries, benefit packages, supportive work environment,
tuition assistance and online CE courses. Opportunities
for advancement are offered to all who work hard with a
great attitude. Happiness & joy are cornerstones of our
workplace.

Prefer an RN/LVN with 1 year Homecare experience.
Please call our office at 432-264-1164 
E-mail GoelleherV@FMS-regional.com 30422

Western Container Corp.
How would you like to spend the rest of your career
in a true team-based work environment where no
time clock exist, hourly members make the final
decision on new hire offers, and a rule book that
simply states “4 things that matter” - Personal
Responsibility, Adult Behavior, Integrity, and Mutual
Respect.
We are the world-class manufacturer of Pet Coca-
Cola bottles in North America and we are currently
seeking applicants for Entry level positions.

• Ability to work 12 hour rotational shifts
• High school diploma or GED

Benefits:
• 9 paid holidays
• Paid vacations
• Health benefits
• 401k retirement plan

Apply at:
1600 1st Street

Big Spring, TX 79720
Between the hours of 8am and 4pm Monday thru Friday

30
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$54.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
GET OUR PRICE & COMPARE

FREE ESTIMATES
ROBERT MARQUEZ

263-1613 • 
1-800-525-1389

1006 Lamesa Hwy. • Big Spring

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB’S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD      267-5811

Gibbs Remodeling

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses • Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

606 State
610 E. 12th

1003, 1011 E. 11th

SOUTHWESTERN
A-1 PEST
CONTROL

Since 1954

432-263-6514

2008 Birdwell Lane
Max F. Moore

www.swa1pc.com
mm@swa1pc.com

New home Construction •

Room Additions

Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing 
Ceramic Tile • Installation &

Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

B & M Fence Co.

CHAINLINK
METAL • CEDAR
DOG KENNELS
ORNAMENTAL 
IRON

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences, 
tile fence 
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Free Estimates
Benny Marquez-Owner

267-5714

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks

Fireplaces • Stucco
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

MOWING, ALLEYS 
TILLING, TREE TRIMMING

LIGHT HAULING
CALL

267-5460
CELL

816-6150
Scoggin Lawn Service

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Since 1947
• 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles
• 20,000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage
• Specialize in late model quality auto
parts
• Foreign and domestic parts for cars,
trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports 
utility vehicles

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

ADVANCE PLUMBING
All your plumbing needs

Commerical
& Residential

• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured

M-37359

263-4973 or 517-0751

All Types Concrete Work
Block & Brick Repair

Trenching & Tractor Service
& Landscaping

Campbell Concrete
Contractors

Call-Tommy Campbell
Concrete Contractor

(432) 466-0623                    2006 Runnels
(432) 935-3644         Big Spring,TX 79720

Pro Spa Nail Salon

Pedicure: $21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:  $20.00 & Up

Refill:    $13.99 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

JOHNSON AC,
HEATING & SHEET METAL

• Servicing all heaters
central & wall

• Duct work - all sheet metal work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating
Parts & Filters, Belts

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

1408 E. 4th   263-2980

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 
Lupe Villalpando

432-268-6406
432-264-8610

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

G & M Auto Care
Locally Owned

& Operated
Service 1972

263-1091
George & Mary

900 E. 3rd St.  Big Spring

24
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AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

CALL (432) 263-5144

NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL

15% Off Labor
(Limited Time)

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.

1511 Hwy 350•(432) 263-5000

HEATING & AC

Crossroads RefrigerationCrossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &

Ice Machines

We service all makes
and models!

Cell: (432) 270-0501
24 Hour Service

TACLA26711C 27
04
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WEB/GRAPHICS

NAIL SALON

LAWN SERVICELAWN SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

YOUR AD

FENCESCONCRETE CONCRETE CONCRETE CONCRETE CONCRETE

BED LINERSAUTO PARTSAUTO CARE

AC & HEATING

FENCES

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL PLUMBING

RENTALS TREE TRIMMING WINDOW TINT

M. CASTANEDA
AND SONS

29
01

4

Specializing in All Types of
Masonry & Concrete Work

Driveways - Fireplaces
Sidewalks - Foundations  

Brick & Block Work - Stucco
Swimming Pools

Our Work Speaks for Itself
Phone: 432-816-3516

NNeeww  LLaawwnn  CCaarree  SSeerrvviiccee
NO WAITING

Mowing, Edging, Hauling, 
Tree Removal,

Genreal Clean up
LLOOWWEESSTT  PPRRIICCEE  GGUUAARRAANNTTEEEEDD
QUALITY  GUARANTEED

CCAALLLL  LLAANNCCEE
432-894-6547

LAWN SERVICE

Gary Lee
Mowing, Tilling
Tree Trimming
Trim Hedges
Hydromulching
Clean Flower Beds

Call (432) 264-0299

LAWN SERVICE

H & L Lawn Service
Mowing

Weedeating
And Edging

Call Henry

432-268-3065

ROOFING

29
37

1

“A NAME YOU CAN TRUST”
CONTACT: 

JEFF DENTON

1-806-239-0241
TOLL FREE: 1-888-548-1669

- Locally Owned And Operated
- Insurance Claims Specialist
- Licensed And Bonded For 

Your Protection

- FREE ESTIMATES

CATERING

TTeeee’’ss  CCaatteerriinngg
AA  TTaassttee  ooff  EElleeggaannccee

Big Spring’s only Catering Company
• Menu Design • Event Planning

•    Intimate Dining For 2 With Chef
• Corporate Events To 750

Call Theresa Andrews
at 432-264-0579

Call 432-599-1689

HOME IMPROVEMENT

29
58
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EXECUTIVE PAINTING
Commercial - Residential

Int. / Ext.
Faux - Finish, Mural and

Venetian Stucco Applications.
Spray Cabinetry Work.

Drywall / Texture Repairs

Free Estimates &
Color Consultation

Gary - 432-816-3903

ON LINE SHOPPING

Heaven Scent Clothing Accessories & Gifts

www.heavenscent.spreadshirt.com

Custom
Designs
Clothing

Accessories
& Gifts

Customer
Design It
Your Way
Products

Inspirational
Creative &

Eco-
Friendly
Products

By RC
Designs 2007

Locally Owned

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Experienced Carpenter
15 years experience in
framing, trim & custom 

cabinets.
New in town, need work.

Call Joe For Estimates

Home: 432-264-7999
Cell: 712-204-0506

LAWN SERVICE

29
93

0

MOWING - WEEDEATING
FERTILIZING

Fence Repair or New Fence

FREE ESTIMATES

432-935-6679
806-681-2769

(Will Snelgrooes)

JANITORIAL

Breathe-EZ
Cleaning Service

Lowest Prices, Outstanding
Service, Insured!

Office, Homes, Restaurants, Make
Ready’s, Floor Care All Types, 

Air Ducts, Carpets: (Dry &
Extraction), Pressure Washing &

Much More!

432-353-4849

LAWN SERVICE

AAA CUTTING EDGE INC.
Est. 1997

Mowing, Edging
Weedeating

Free Estimates

432-816-9639
432-816-1869

Help Wanted
NOW HIRING

COMMERCIAL 
CONSTRUCTION

JOB SUPERINTENDENT
must be professional and 

experienced in all phases of 
construction. 

Drug test, pre-employment 
physical and travel required.

Mail resume to:
GENERAL

SUPERINTENDENT
PO BOX 60708

MIDLAND, TX 79711

NOW SEEKING Full time posi-
tion for Martin County Home 
Health. Full time LVN with full 
benefits. Also seeking position 
for PRN CNA.  If interested in 
any of these positions please 
contact Allison Williams, RN @ 
(432)756-3259 or fax resume 
to (432)756-4510.

OFFICE MANAGER - WesTex 
Auto Parts is currently accept-
ing applications for a full time 
office manager. Duties include 
basic accounting, reception, 
and clerk tasks. Must be trust-
worthy and dependable and 
able to multi-task. Criminal his-
tory background check and 
drug tests are performed. 
Please mail resume to 606 
Mathews, Big Spring, TX. 

Help Wanted
OPERATOR POSITION

AVAILABLE 
The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has an opening 
for a Central Control Operator 
in Big Spring. This position in-
volves shift work. District bene-
fits include paid vacation and 
holidays, sick leave, retirement 
plan, and group insurance. 
EOE.
Applications are required to be 
considered for employment 
and are available at the Dis-
trict’s office, 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas or by 
calling (432)267-6341.

PAUL’S PLACE liquor Bar 
now hiring experienced Bar-
tenders. For application call 
432-263-6292.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING FOR ALL POSI-
TIONS. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. NO PHONE 
CALLS. 

POLLARD CHEVROLET Parts 
Department has a full-time po-
sition open. Computer knowl-
edge & experience in automo-
tive preferred. Some heavy lift-
ing. Benefits: Health & Life in-
surance,  401(k).  1501 East 
4th St.

RED MESA Grill has openings 
for Full/Part Time, Day & Eve-
ning. Wait Staff, Kitchen Staff, 
and Dishwasher available. Ap-
ply 2401 S. Gregg.

Help Wanted
RMA, LVN, & Receptionist
needed for busy pediatric of-
fice. Bi-linqual a plus, must 
love kid’s. Monday thru Friday, 
8:30 to 5:30 P.M. Fax resume 
to (432)714-4703 or pick up 
application at 1501 West 11th 
Place, Ste. 205.

RN POSITION
No Shift Work, No Weekends 
& Lots of Holidays! The 
Texas Department of State 
Health Services is recruiting an 
RN to be responsible for pro-
viding public health nursing 
services to the residents of 
Howard County & surrounding 
area. Serves as the Team 
Leader for Family & Commu-
nity Health Services at the Big 
Spring Clinic. Perform popula-
tion-based community focused 
health promotion activities, 
child & adult immunizations, 
HIV/STD & TB services. Duties 
require independent clinical & 
leadership skills. Work hours 
M-F 8-5. Travel 20% day, 10% 
overnight. Monthly salary 
$2,900-$3,010. Must have a 
current license to practice as 
RN in the State of Texas. Apply 
at website: https://
accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us
Position Requisition #62812 or 
complete application at 501 
Birdwell Lane, Suite 28B in Big 
Spring. For additional informa-
tion, contact Melony Bennett at 
432-571-4132. EEO/ADA.

Help Wanted
SHOP AND field welders 
needed. Experience a must. 
Please pick up application at 
704 West 3rd or call 
(432)264-1411.

STATE LICENSED
JOURNEYMEN

ELECTRICIANS and 
HELPERS

Local Company Seeks Quali-
fied applicants for LOCAL
work. Paid holidays, Vacation 
and Sick Time. Weekends Off. 
All interested applicants, 
please phone (432)263-3939.
TEXASTONE QUARRIES is 
hiring full time laborers to work  
in the plant and also in the 
quarry. Benefits available. Ap-
ply in person 1400 Sherrod Rd, 
Garden City or call 
(432)354-2569.

THE CITY of Big Spring is hir-
ing for the following positions....

Police Officers Cert. & Non
Utility Service Worker
Animal Control Officer

EXCELLENT BENEFITS in-
cluding 100% paid Employee 
Health Ins. and FREE admis-
sion to the Comanche Trail 
Park pool and Moss Creek 
Lake.

Call (432)264-2346 or go to
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

EOE/Smoke & 
Drug Free Workplace

Help Wanted
TRANSIT MIX

CONCRETE & MATERIALS 
COMPANY

HAS AN OPENING FOR A 
MECHANIC

605 NORTH BENTON
BIG SPRING, TEXAS

Applicant must be able to as-
sist lead mechanic in perform-
ing repairs and maintenance 
on diesel equipment.
Potential employees need a 
good driving record. Starting 
wage is $11.50 to $12.50 per 
hour depending on experience. 
We offer an excellent benefits 
package including, medical, 
dental, and 401k profit sharing. 
Employment will include a 
40-hour wage guarantee and 
quarterly bonus plan. Please 
apply in person.
Transit Mix Concrete is 
EOE/AA employer.

TRUCK DRIVING instructor for 
Howard College. Part Time. 3 
years experience. Call Action 
Career Training, 
1-800-725-6465. 

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

Help Wanted
UNLIMITED BONUS POTEN-
TIAL with above average base 
pay as Manager of Coahoma 
DQ, 108 NW Broadway. Excel-
lent opportunity for continued 
salary growth. We pay for the 
job well done. Need responsi-
ble, honest service leader to do 
job. Background checks and 
drug testing. Call Mercedes 
Cypert @ 940-550-5724.

VERY FAST-PACED office 
has opening for EXPERI-
ENCED LEGAL SECRETARY, 
must be professional, self-dis-
ciplined and well-organized; 
excellent word processing and 
computer skills required; must 
be familiar with legal docu-
ments, dictation, and multi-line 
phone system; and must be 
able to work with the public. 
Salary commensurate with ex-
perience. Mail resume to Legal 
Secretary, PO Box 69, Snyder, 
TX 79550.

Items for Sale
BLACKEYE PEAS, you pick. 
Stanton. Call 432-661-6480.

Miscellaneous
ADJUSTABLE BED, memory 
foam mattress, manufacturer 
clearance, warranty, list $1999. 
Sell $999. FIVE LIFT. 
806-549-3110.

Don’t throw those
unwanted items away!

Sell them!
Call

263-7331 and place your
garage sale in the Herald

Classified section and
receive a  Garage sale kit

Free!
Call Today!

thursday page 3-5b  7/26/07  10:24 AM  Page 2 Network Macintosh HD:Desktop Folder:



CL A S S I F I E D 5BBIG SPRING HERALD
Thursday, July 26, 2007

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®

710 Scurry, P.O. Box 1431
Big Spring, TX 79721 • (432) 263-7331

Card #__________________________
Exp. Date: ___________________
Signature________________________

Master Card

13
00

8

YES! Start my subscription for ____ months.
Enclosed is $_________.

Name:_______________________________

Address:_____________________________

City_________________________________

State ____  Zip ____________

Telephone ____________________________

Subscribe
Now
And

Subscription Price      News Stand Price

One Year $93.42 $195.00
Six Months $51.90 $97.50
Three Months  $25.95 $48.75 
One Month $8.65 $15.00

Call for Senior Citizen and Mail Delivery Prices

SAVE
up to 52%

over news stand prices

Miscellaneous
BRAND NEW double/ full size 
mattress set. $119. TWIN mat-
tress. $99. Under warranty. 
806-5439-3110.

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

DINING ROOM table, chairs, 
curio cabinet, beautiful, must 
see. $599. Still boxed. 
806-549-3110.

HIGH SPEED INTERNET. 
$9.95 PER MONTH. 100% SA-
TIFACTION GUARANTEED. 
1-800-495-9293.

IRON/WOOD pub  table, 
chairs, and baker’s rack, model 
home quality, $599. 
806-549-3110.

KING MATTRESS 3 pc  set 
and Hollywood frame, must sell 
fast. Never used, can deliver. 
$295.  806-549-3110.

MEMORY FOAM mattress, 
conforms to body, new, war-
ranty. $499. 806-549-3110.

SACRIFICE WINSOR all wood 
bedroom set. Beautiful $699. 
Still boxed. 806-549-3110.

SUEDE MICROFIBER sofa, 
love set. One week old. $475. 
obo. Warranty valid. Can de-
liver.    806-549-3110.

On the Farm
900 SERIES Ford Tractor for 
Sale: Runs on Propane. New 
tires.  Call (432)263-1738 or 
(432)935-3456.

Pets
FREE PUPPIES. 1/2 Miniature 
Pinscher, 1/2 Whippet. Call 
(432)816-3585.

MINIATURE DASCHUND pup-
pies for sale. 1 Male and 2 fe-
males. 7 weeks old. AKC regis-
tered. Have had first shots. Call 
432-816-5446.

Real Estate for Rent

Real Estate for Rent
1106  MULBERRY. 3 Bed-
room, 1 bath, garage. $425. 
Monthly, $285. deposit. Refer-
ences required. Call 
(432)264-6727.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom  Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions.  (432)263-3461 -Tom.

1106 BIRDWELL. 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath, 2 livingroom, $650. 
month, $500. deposit.  Call 
(432)263-1792, 816-9984. 

1203 Stanford. 2 Bedroom, 1 
bath, CH/A. $436. month, 
$200. deposit. 2008 B-Nolan.
1 Room. $295. month, $200 
deposit. All bills paid. Call 
(432)263-1792, 816-9984. 

BUSINESS SPACE for lease 
inside the Big Spring Mall. 
Contact Danielle Ramirez at 
432-267-3853 or Erik Johnson 
at 325-698-5661.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY @ 
1900 Gregg Street. High traffic 
volume, 1550 square feet. 
Newly Remodeled. Suited for 
Office or Retail. Call 
(432)267-5629.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY @ 
207 N. Gregg. Metal building 
with offices. 40x100ft, $650 
month, $650 deposit. Available 
Aug. 1st. Call (432)263-5000.

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

Real Estate for Sale
$65K OPEN House Everyday! 
3 bedroom, 1 bath. 1,200 sq. ft. 
everything all new inside, new 
carpet/ cabinets. 1108 Lloyd. 
Call Ellen @ 1-432-213-0521 
anytime.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty. 
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

2714 LARRY Drive 4 bedroom, 
2 bath. New tile, carpet, 
shop/storage. $120,000. Call 
432-263-4080.

3221 EAST 11th Street. New 
carpet & paint. 3 Bedroom, 2 
bath, large living room & din-
ing, den, laundry room. CH/A. 
$59,900.00.  (432)263-6902 or 
267-7032. 

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water 
well, duplex rentals, double-
wide mobile home, “ will sell 
mobile home separate, to be 
moved.” Call 432-517-0642 for 
more info.

RENTAL PROPERTY for Sale. 
House and 3 apartments. For 
more details call 432-263-1281

Real Estate for Sale
FOR SALE by owner.  Acre-
age, house, shop, & water well, 
near Big Spring.  Call 
(432)816-8970.

IF YOU are interested in buy-
ing or selling a home, I would 
be glad to help. Call Kim at 
South Mountain Realty 
432-213-2842 or e-mail me at 
kimkp2003@yahoo.com

I’M MAD...AT BANKS WHO 
DON’T GIVE HOUSE LOANS 
BECAUSE OF BAD CREDIT, 
PROBLEMS OR NEW EM-
PLOYMENT. I DO, CALL L.D. 
KIRK, HOMELAND MORT-
GAGES, (254)947-4475. 
www.homeland46.com

OWNER FINANCE. 2 Bed-
room, 1 bath with garage. 
$395. Monthly. Call 
(512)321-3333, 512-940-5200 
or 432-631-8100.

OWNER FINANCED Houses 
for Sale. 605 Abrams, 1902 E. 
Settles, 1505 E. Cherokee and 
1518 Wood. Easy Terms. Call 
Reagan at 432-634-6818.

Vehicles

1966 INTERNATIONAL
Pick-up w/307 Oldsmobile mo-
tor & auto trans mission. Runs 
& body straight. 1962 Interna-
tional Pick-up for parts. Com-
plete w/straight body & glass 
etc. 18’ Flatbed trailer, tandem 
axle, 2 horse trailer, tandem 
axle. Call (432)267-1271 or 
935-2391.

1994 DODGE Diesel RAM 
2500 Pick-up. Single cab, long 
bed, automatic transmission, 
A/C, radio, tape player. Call 
(432)263-1738 or 
(432)935-3456.

1996 INFINITY I-30 metallic 
beige, 192,000 miles. electric 
moon roof, leather seats, all 
power. $3,100. Good condition. 
Call (432)935-1835.

Legals
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Howard County Auditor will 
accept sealed bids until  10:00 
A.M. on August 10, 2007 for the 
following:
The purchase of one (1) New Fold 
Neck 3 Axle Trailer to be used for 
maintenance of County Roads.
Specifications may be obtained in 
the Auditor’s Office, 300 S. Main, 
Room 203, Big Spring, TX or by 
calling (432) 264-2210.
Bids will be presented to the Com-
missioners’ Court at 10:00 A.M. on 
August 13, 2007 for their consid-
eration.
The Court reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids.
#5455 July 26 & August 3, 2007

ANSWERS

New Appliances &
Fixtures

Dish Network w/300+

Channels Incl 34 Latino

Hi-speed Wireless
Internet

Picnic/BBQ Area

New Laundry & Vending

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432) 714-4840

South Plains Apts
Effiicciienccy,  1  &  2  Bdrmss

27
09

9

$299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

538 Westover           263-1252          1-866-265-4104
Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

19
43

5

+ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.
ALL BILLS PAID

Bob Brock Ford
500 W. 4th       267-7424

25
54

8

Several New 2006 Models 
To Choose From

Huge Discounts!

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Dish up some advice.

As the moon moves
through Sagittarius
toward Capricorn, crazy
optimism, options and
opinions abound. But not
too crazy. The Capricorn
moon has the practical
know-how of your
favorite advice
columnist, the one with
that special gift for
opening the ceiling on
your thinking while
keeping your head intact.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Passion tends to
make you hotheaded.
Cool down. Be
thoughtful. Everything
will work out, as long as
you avoid issuing an
ultimatum and consult
your partner before
making a joint purchase. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You’ll hear prophetic
murmurings. Hop to
action, even if it seems
like doing so would be an
overreaction. Take care
of wee disturbances
before they turn into big
problems.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). As you’re determined
to sample life’s variety
now, you figure it can’t

hurt to try just about
everything at least once.
You’re divinely directed
in pursuits of fun and
profit.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You’re throwing out
tons of ideas. Don’t be
afraid of the wrong ones.
Right ideas still have to
be proved, whereas
wrong ones are already
proved. Guaranteed, they
lead you closer to your
solution. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Social responsibility is
the theme. You simply
couldn’t bear to stand by
and let the bad guys win.
When others see you
making a difference, they
follow your lead. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Feel like doing
nothing? Revolt against
the notion instead.
Action changes your
feelings. Your smile will
be the source of your joy
and not the other way
around.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Making money
depends on providing
what a lot of people
might provide, but in a
way that only you
provide it. Charm is your
chief asset — spread it on
thick.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). A part of your life
that was once
electrifying is now a bit
dull. You can move on
without feeling defeated.
There’s a reason
lightning doesn’t strike
the same tree twice. That
tree is gone the second
time.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). When you don’t
have time to relax, take
it as a sign that you
should relax. Think of it
as prevention, and also
as pleasure. The best
things in life are things

you don’t have time to
do, but do anyway.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). They’ll try to
tell you that one chance
is all you get, but in fact
you’ll have endless
chances. So give it your
best shot. If you miss,
you can use what you
learn to do better next
time.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Everything, big
and small, matters. What
is done contributes to the
big picture almost as
much as what’s left
undone. Load up your
list, and tackle whatever
you can. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Your ideas deserve
respect. Arrange to have
someone go before you to
build you up. It helps you
command the attention
you’ll need to properly
make your point.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: Venus
moves retrograde — The
shadow of love is near, as
tomorrow the goddess of
love takes a backward
dip in Virgo, then Leo,
for introspective changes
of heart. In world myths,
when Venus disappears
behind the sun for six
weeks, she journeys into
the underworld. When
Sumerian Venus, Inanna,
visited her jealous
underworld sister
Ereckigala she was
stripped of her jewels,
clothes and her husband!
Venus overly identified
with beautiful things and
love relationships at the
expense of her sister, and
lost everything. This is
why astrologers say
Venus retrograde isn’t
the best time to start a
relationship, buy luxury
items or have cosmetic
surgery. Hopefully your
love life won’t resemble a

“Desperate Housewives”
episode, but you’ll have
the opportunity to
untangle knotty thorns in
your relationship and to
re-evaluate your
agreements. You’ll make
new observations about
how you relate to others.
Instead of rushing out to
satisfy your desire for
ideal love and beauty,
turn within. Ask
yourself: Am I in a
balanced relationship? Is
what I’m buying worth
its actual price?
Reflective solitude is
good heart therapy for
Venus in Virgo/Leo
retrograde, which asks
us to not compulsively
grasp love and beauty,
but to integrate it
internally.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Middleclass
nobility wears thin for
the aristocratic Leo, who
soon evolves into head of
a tribe. Mick Jagger is
the rock ‘n’ roll chieftain,
appropriately knighted
by the British monarchy
for his “services to
popular music.” For
Jagger, there’s nothing
finer than roaming
around as king of the
jungle, with his loyal
band members and fans,
and shaking his colorful
tail feather proudly.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis
and read her past
columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators
.com.

© 2007 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

Dear Annie: I’m a single
mother of a wonderful 12-
year-old boy. He gets A’s
in school, plays sports
and reads voraciously. I
am divorced from my
son’s father, who lives
nearby, and we share
custody.  

My ex thinks our son is
unmotivated because he
doesn’t make extra effort
in school and he’s losing
interest in playing guitar,
etc. Recently, my son told
me his dad calls him lazy
and this does not inspire
him to work harder, but,
rather, has the opposite
effect.  

I told my ex this was
counterproductive and
hurtful. His response
was, “Well, it’s true.” I
said that regardless, he
should not voice that
opinion in front of our
son. My ex declared, “It’s
not my problem” and
walked out. Now he’s not
speaking to me. 

Given that my ex
doesn’t care what I think,
what can I say to my son
about his father’s
insensitive words? —
Concerned Mom 

Dear Concerned:
Children have a tendency
to live up — or down —
to what others think of
them. Parents who label
their children can do
particular damage. 

Your son does well in

school, is involved in
athletics and “reads
voraciously.” We don’t
know how much more his
father expects of a 12-
year-old boy. Losing
interest in a musical
instrument is fairly
common and not an
indication of laziness.
Before your son becomes
determined to prove his
father right, we strongly
urge all of you to get into
family counseling. If your
ex won’t go, go without
him. 

Dear Annie: My
husband and I have some
really annoying
neighbors, “John and
Alice.” They moved in
two years ago. Alice is
tolerable, although we
don’t have much in
common, but we don’t
like John at all. He is
really creepy. He stares
at me and doesn’t talk.
When we try to engage
him in conversation, he
rarely has anything to
say, and when he does, it
tends to be idiotic. He
makes a joke out of
everything and he is NOT
funny. Other neighbors
have met them and feel
the same way we do. 

John and Alice
constantly ask us over for
dinner or to go to a
movie, and I have turned
them down at least 20
times. They just don’t get
that we’re not interested.
They have no friends,
and I have never seen

any of their siblings,
although I know John
has two brothers. 

I try to avoid them, but
every time they see me or
my husband doing yard
work, they come over to
chat and ask us to
dinner. What do I do? —
Annoyed

Dear Annoyed: These
are your neighbors, so
it’s best to stay on polite
terms, but you don’t have
to socialize. When John
and Alice invite you to
join them, all you need to
say is, “Thanks, but we
can’t make it.” Keep
repeating it, no matter
how many times they
ask.

Dear Annie: So,
“Second Fiddle” wants to
banish her husband’s
beloved dogs because one
of them nipped her
toddler? Kudos to her
husband for his loyalty to
his other family
members.

A nip from a female dog
is more likely to be a
correction to a smaller
pack member than
aggression. Was the child
pulling her fur or her
ears or climbing on her?
Rather than accept
responsibility for
teaching a child how to
interact properly with a
family pet, Second Fiddle
simply goes mommy-
hysterical, blaming the
dog (who was there first),
and you back her up. A
dog is a lifetime
commitment, not a
“thing” to be discarded
when it’s inconvenient.
— Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dear Pittsburgh: Since
a dog bite is so dangerous
to a child, the dogs need
to be trained not to bite
the baby until the baby is
old enough to learn not to
annoy the dogs. It doesn’t
matter that the dogs were
there first. When a dog
and a baby cannot learn
to coexist peacefully, it’s
the dog — not the child
— that has to find a new
home.

KKATHYATHY MMITCHELLITCHELL
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ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest  you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.
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House Demos expect drop in GOP support for
war, offer bill to bring troops home in 60 days

WASHINGTON (AP) — House Democrats have draft-
ed new Iraq legislation they hope will appeal to
Republicans fed up with the war: Start withdrawing
troops in two months but leave it up to President Bush
to decide when to complete the pullout.

The vote will come next week, as members take up a
$460 billion bill covering military spending for 2008.
Another vote could come again in September, after
Iraq commander Gen. David Petraeus delivers a long-
anticipated assessment on the war and Congress con-
siders a $142 billion measure needed to finance the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“This is big time,” Rep. John Murtha, D-Pa., said of
the upcoming fall debate. “When you get to September,
this is history. This is when we’re going to have a real
confrontation with the president trying to work things
out.”

The House has passed similar anti-war measures in
the past, but has been unable to push the legislation
through the Senate, where Democrats hold a slimmer
majority and Republicans have routinely blocked such
bills from advancing.

Most recently, the House approved legislation that
would have required troop withdrawals to begin this
November and finish by April 1.

Families of molestation victims at San Diego
hospital lash out at convicted therapist

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Respiratory therapist Wayne
Albert Bleyle was in New York state on a wintry day
when investigators called him about allegations he
had molested patients too sick to defend themselves.

When they asked how many children he molested,
investigators said, he looked out his window and
asked, “How many snowflakes are there out there?”

On Wednesday, Bleyle didn’t turn to look as a suc-
cession of parents and family members of victims
spoke at his sentencing hearing. Some wept; others
shook with anger.

As part of a plea deal, Bleyle, 56, was sentenced to 45
years and eight months in prison for molesting five of
his young, disabled patients and for taking porno-
graphic photographs of others. Prosecutors said he tar-
geted those who were comatose, brain-damaged or too
disabled to talk.

“You have violated the trust of your patients, you
have violated the trust of your employer, and you have
inflicted indescribable anguish on your victims and
their families,” Superior Court Judge Kenneth K. So
told Bleyle.

Country singer Mindy McCready taken into
custody in Tennessee on probation violation

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Country singer Mindy
McCready was taken into custody at Nashville
International Airport, accused of violating her proba-
tion after a scuffle with her mother and authorities in
Florida, officials said.

McCready, 31, was arrested last week in Fort Myers,
Fla., her hometown, on misdemeanor charges that she
scratched her mother on the face and then resisted

sheriff’s deputies.
She was on probation for obtaining the painkiller

OxyContin fraudulently at a pharmacy in 2004. Still
pending was another probation violation charge
resulting from a drunken driving arrest in May 2005.

Deputy District Attorney General Derek Smith told
The Tennessean that she violated probation in three
ways: by being charged in a new offense; not reporting
those charges immediately to her probation officer;
and by the nature of the new assault charges.

An official at the Williamson County sheriff’s office
just south of Nashville said McCready was being
booked Wednesday night.

South Korean envoy heads to Afghanistan 
in attempt to save 22 hostages held captive

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — A top South Korean
envoy headed to Afghanistan on Thursday, scrambling
to save 22 of his country’s citizens held captive by
Taliban kidnappers after the militants killed one
hostage.

However, a local police chief said that the negotia-
tions with the captors were difficult because their
demands were unclear.

“One says let’s exchange them for my relative, the
others say let’s release the women and yet another
wants a deal for money,” said Khwaja Mohammad
Sidiqi, a local police chief in Qarabagh. “They have
got problems among themselves.”

On Wednesday, authorities found the bullet-riddled
body of 42-year-old Bae Hyung-kyu in Qarabagh dis-
trict of Ghazni province, where the South Koreans
were abducted July 19. Church officials said he was
killed on his birthday.

Bae was found with 10 bullet holes in his head, chest
and stomach, said Abdul Rahman, a police officer.
Another Afghan police official, who asked not to be
identified because of the sensitivity of the situation,
said militants told him the hostage was sick and could-
n’t walk and was therefore shot.

US commander: Better aim of mortars, rockets
into Green Zone appears related to training

BAGHDAD (AP) — The U.S. military has noted a
“significant improvement” in the aim of attackers fir-
ing rockets and mortars into the heavily fortified
Green Zone in the past three months that it has linked
to training in Iran, a top commander said Thursday.

Lt. Gen. Ray Odierno, the top day-to-day U.S. com-
mander in Iraq, also expressed cautious optimism over
a decline in the number of American troops killed this
month. At least 60 U.S. troops have died so far in July
after the death toll topped 100 for the previous three
months, according to an Associated Press tally based
on military statements.

Odierno said it appeared that casualties had
increased as fresh U.S. forces expanded operations
into militant strongholds as part of the five-month-old
security operation aimed at clamping off violence in
the capital, but were going down as the Americans
gained control of the areas.

“We’ve started to see a slow but gradual reduction in
casualties and it continues in July,” he said at a joint
news conference with Iraqi military commander Maj.

Gen. Abboud Qanbar. “It’s an initial positive sign, but
I would argue we need a bit more time to make an
assessment whether it’s a true trend.”

Documents show leaders were briefed on 
terror surveillance, contradicting Gonzales

WASHINGTON (AP) — Documents indicate eight
congressional leaders were briefed about the Bush
administration’s terrorist surveillance program on the
eve of its expiration in 2004, contradicting sworn
Senate testimony this week by Attorney General
Alberto Gonzales.

The documents underscore questions about
Gonzales’ credibility as senators consider whether a
perjury investigation should be opened into conflicting
accounts about the program and a dramatic March
2004 confrontation leading up to its potentially illegal
reauthorization.

A Gonzales spokesman maintained Wednesday that
the attorney general stands by his testimony.

At a heated Senate Judiciary Committee hearing
Tuesday, Gonzales repeatedly testified that the issue at
hand was not about the terrorist surveillance program,
which allowed the National Security Agency to eaves-
drop on suspects in the United States without receiv-
ing court approval.

Instead, Gonzales said, the emergency meetings on
March 10, 2004, focused on an intelligence program
that he would not describe.

N. Korea storms out of military talks 
with S, Korea; no agreement reached

PANMUNJOM, Korea (AP) — North Korea walked
out of military talks with South Korea, ending three
days of high-level negotiations Thursday with no
agreement amid a lingering dispute over their shared
sea border.

“We’ve come to the conclusion that we don’t need
these fruitless talks any more,” North Korea’s chief
delegate Lt. Gen. Kim Yong Chol said at the final ses-
sion in the truce village of Panmunjom.

Kim criticized the South for avoiding discussions of
what he termed the “illegal” sea border. 

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1A

said the damage to county
coffers has been done.

According to county
library director Hollis
McCright, those budget
cuts will amount to a
reduction in personnel,
and ultimately, in ser-
vices provided to county
residents.

“I currently have eight
full-time employees and
one part-time employee in
my department,” said
McCright. “I’ve managed
to make cuts in line items
that amount to $12,000,

but in the end, I’m going
to have to make cuts in
personnel to cover this.

“We’re also planning
cuts in subscriptions and
book buying, and we’re
also going to have to look
at decreasing the number
of hours that we’re open.
This is going to mean cuts
in the services we pro-
vide, without a doubt.”

While McCright strug-
gles with impending lay-
offs as a result of the bud-
get cuts, County Road and
Bridge Administrator
Eddy Jameson said his
department is making
plans as well.

“We’ve been very fortu-
nate in this,” said

Jameson. “In the end,
we’re only going to have
to get rid of one part-time
position that’s currently
filled. We’ll also be elimi-
nating two full-time posi-
tions, but one of those is a
position an employee
recently retired from and
we simply won’t fill, and
the second is a position
held by an employee who
is about to retire. That
position will also remain
unfilled as a part of the
cuts.”

Jameson, whose depart-
ment is currently made
up of 22 full-time employ-
ees and one part-time
employee, said Howard
County residents can

expect to see a drop in
services from his depart-
ment as well.

“We’re basically elimi-
nating our road crew
because of these cuts,”
said Jameson. “The road
crew is responsible for
maintaining the county’s
caliche roads, so you’re
going to see a difference
in the coming year.
Fortunately, everyone
that’s on that crew will
still be with us, so if we
have to make some
repairs, we’ll still have
the people, we’ll just have
to pull them from other
parts of the department.”

Barr said cuts have not
been made to any other

departments at this time,
but that’s no guarantee of
what the future holds.

“We’re looking at the
budget very diligently,”
said Barr. “I wish I could
say these are the only
cuts that are going to
have to be made, but I
can’t. We’re still looking
at it.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com.

MOORE
Continued from page 1A

letting their attorneys
deal with our attorneys so
we can get this deal ham-
mered out.”

Moore Development
directors voted unani-
mously in April to pro-
vide up to $3 million to
help Brint Ryan — man-
ager of the Dallas compa-
ny and the founder and
CEO of Ryan & Company
— renovate the Settles
Hotel, which he pur-
chased for $75,000 from
the city of Big Spring.

SHDC announced plans
for a $12 million renova-
tion project in December.
The project includes

plans for commercial and
residential use of the
property, with retail
space available on the
first and second floors.

Ryan’s company has
placed $75,000 in escrow
to pay for the building,
according to city officials.
Ryan said it was neces-
sary for the company to
wait to take control of the
title to the building due to
“timing issues” in efforts
to renovate the structure
and have it added to the
national registry of his-
toric places.

Also during the meet-
ing, board member Mike
Niklasch submitted his
letter of resignation to the
governmental body.
Niklasch, who has been
residing in both Big

Spring and St.
Petersburg, Fla., said he
and his family would be
spending more time in
Florida, making it a
tough order to attend
board meetings.

McLellan said he will be
submitting a report to the
Big Spring City Council,
which oversees the eco-

nomic development cor-
poration. The council is
expected to appoint some-
one to fill the unexpired
term.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com.
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1801 East FM 700    (432) 263-2232

◆ I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK AND LA 1:00 PM  4:20 PM  7:30 PM  10:10 PM

◆ TRANSFORMERS (PG-13) 12:30 PM  3:50 PM  7:00  PM  10:20 PM

◆ HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF THI 12:40 PM  4:00 PM  7:10 PM  10:30 PM

◆ HAIRSPRAY (PG) 12:50 PM  4:10 PM  7:20 PM 10:00 PM

ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

VALID 7/20/07 THRU 7/26/07
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ♦ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Showtimes available at cinemark.com

30545

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

We accept pre-need
plans and insurance
from other funeral
homes.

A PARTY PALACE
WE DO

• Weddings             • Adult Parties
• Showers              • Sweet 16 B-Day Parties
• Bunco Nights       • Murder Mystery Parties
• Intimate Dinners  

PRE BOOK NOW
Dates Are Limited

1200 E. 4th                                     267-2789

30556

AN
ENCOURAGING

WORD

By Eddy Pitchford

The information highway enables us to worry about people and places far removed from
our daily experiences. We now have the ability to worry about weather in places we will
never go. We can get upset about prices in countries we will never shop. We can ques-
tion the choices made by athletes we will never meet.

Add to this media maze the confusion of politics, unrealistic reality shows, idle talent,
the jeopardy of reducing life to trivial facts, and the results seems to be life has little
meaning. Into such a scene, the testimony of scripture needs to be loudly proclaimed and
embraced.

“Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” “I have come
that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” “Whatever things
are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any
virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—mediate on these things.

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.................................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship...........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship.............................................6:00 PM
Wednesday Class..........................................7:00 PM

26415
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Herald Staff Report

A city of Big Spring
employee is recovering
from an accidental gun-
shot wound sustained
Wednesday afternoon at
approximately 2 p.m.
near his home on U.S.
Highway 350.

According to city offi-
cials, City Parks
Manager Jesse Baker,
who was off duty at the
time of the accident, dis-

charged a .22 caliber rifle
and was struck in the top
part of his foot.

Baker was taken to
Scenic Mountain
Medical Center, where
he was held overnight
while awaiting surgery,
which was completed
shortly after 7 a.m.
today. 

He’s expected to return
to work as soon as
Monday and make a full
recovery.

City employee recovering 
from accidental gunshot wound

News in brief▼
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Chris Matthews and ‘misinformation’

It’s the cheating, stupidEDITORIAL
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

OOTHERTHER VVIEWSIEWS

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

OO
ne of the odder controversies swirling these
days is the bitter criticism being flung at
Johnny Sutton, the U.S. attorney for the
Western District of Texas which is based in

San Antonio. Sutton’s shortcoming, it appears, is his
strict enforcement of the law even when the law-
breakers are Border Patrol agents.

Sutton, appointed by President Bush, prosecuted the
two agents for shooting at and wounding a fleeing but
unarmed drug suspect and then lying about it in 2005.

However, it wasn’t Sutton who convicted them; a
West Texas jury did that after a 2 1/2-week trial laying
out all evidence. The agents are Jose Alonso
Compean, who is serving a 12-year prison sentence,
and Ignacio Ramos, who is serving an 11-year sen-
tence.

Among many Americans alarmed about the nation’s
porous border with Mexico, Compean and Ramos are
seen as martyrs, unjustly prosecuted and imprisoned
by an over-zealous prosecutor while trying to protect
the country from drug runners.

Sutton, though, told the Senate Judiciary Committee
in Washington this week that Compean and Ramos
“are not heroes. They deliberately shot an unarmed
man in the back without justification, destroyed evi-
dence to cover it up and lied about it.”

The agents contended that they saw an object in the
suspect’s hand that looked like a gun. But they first
made that claim a month after the shooting, Sutton
said.

The suspect, Osvaldo Aldrete Davila, entered the
United States illegally in a van with more than 700
pounds of marijuana. When the van was stopped, he
got out and fled. Compean fired at him 14 times and
Ramos once, and Davila was hit once as he ran away
to Mexico.

On one point, Sutton seemed grudgingly to agree
that it “probably wasn’t a very wise move” to grant
Aldrete a humanitarian visa to get him back to the
United States to testify, under immunity, against the
two agents. Critics don’t like his grant of immunity
from prosecution in the case, either.

Among the critics of the lengthy sentences are Sen.
John Cornyn, R-Texas, and Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison, R-Texas. Cornyn and a Democratic senator
from California, Dianne Feinstein, have sent a letter
to President Bush asking him to commute the sen-
tences.

The senators are using the word “excessive” to
describe the sentence the same word the president
used to justify his recent decision to commute the sen-
tence of former vice presidential aide Lewis “Scooter”
Libby, who was convicted of lying to a grand jury and
investigators.

Some reduction in the sentences of the agents but
not a pardon might be justified. The man who was
shot recuperated well enough to be arrested several
months later in a separate drug smuggling case.

But Sutton was right to prosecute. Law enforcement
officers have every right to defend themselves but no
right to start shooting suspects who have posed no
threat to them or others and flee and then lie about it.

As Sutton told the committee, “If we let our agents
just open fire, shooting to kill some innocent person is
going to get gunned down execution-style by a cop,
and there’s going to be an outcry.”

THE AMERICAN-STATESMAN
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HHOWOW TTOO CCONTONTACTACT UUSS
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan

at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721
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May we have a heavenly manner that draws others to
You, Lord.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

SS
en. David Vitter, R-La., is a
disgrace. This month,
thanks to porn sleaze-meis-
ter Larry Flynt, Americans

learned that the alleged prostitu-
tion ring run by Deborah Jeane
Palfrey — the D.C. madam —
called Vitter five times between
1999 and 2001. Vitter promptly
issued a statement apologizing for
“a very serious sin”
— then went into
seclusion. On
Monday, Vitter trot-
ted out his poor wife
as he offered “my
deep, sincere apolo-
gies to all those I
have let down” and
said he accepted
responsibility for his
mistakes.

A few problems:
For one thing, pay-
ing a prostitute is a
crime, even if authorities cannot
prosecute Vitter because of the
statute of limitations. For another,
Vitter is guilty of criminal stupidi-
ty. Vitter entered Congress in 1999
after he won a special election to
replace Rep. Bob Livingston, who
resigned in the heat of the Clinton
impeachment after admitting that
he had had an extramarital affair.
About that time, Vitter was vocal
in his criticism of then-President
Bill Clinton — he said Clinton was
“morally unfit to govern” — yet,
at the same time, he was calling
call girls.

I would ask, what was he think-
ing? But, of course, it is clear:
Vitter was not overworking his
brain.

About the only facts you can
put in Vitter’s plus column are
that he didn’t lie about doing busi-

ness with Palfrey’s service and he
didn’t run into rehab.

Those plusses, however, pale
next to the sheer arrogance and
breathtaking stupidity that
enabled Vitter to behave in a man-
ner that discredited his alleged
deeply held beliefs.

No doubt about it, Vitter is a big
story in part because of the
hypocrisy angle.

According to The Associated
Press, Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-
Calif., criticized Vitter for his
hypocrisy. Palfrey told the
Advocate, a Louisiana newspaper,
that Vitter “is a hypocrite of the
highest order.” 

Flynt’s Hustler magazine has
made it known that it wants to out
“moral hypocrites.” Yes, Vitter
has made himself a juicy target by
advocating abstinence programs
for teens while dialing for dal-
liances. But what does it say about
a people who object to adultery
only if the cheating spouse has
said it is bad? OK. No one wants
to be judgmental.

Most Americans consider adul-
tery to be wrong, but also know
good people who, trapped in mis-
erable marriages, have strayed
looking for love.

Vitter’s behavior does not seem
to fall into that niche. Paying for
sex puts him in the serial philan-
derers’ club — the world of men
who cheat on their wives regard-
less of the state of their marriage.

That’s what stinks.
Besides, there is plenty of

hypocrisy to go around.
If it is hypocritical for a “family

values” pol to stray, it also is hyp-
ocritical for a liberal Democrat
who says he cares about women to
humiliate his wife while he treats

other women as if they are used
goods.

Palfrey called Vitter a “hyp-
ocrite” at the same time as she
claims to have operated a legiti-
mate business. If she was not run-
ning a sex-for-hire ring, then why
out him? 

The only person in this story
who may not be a hypocrite is
Flynt, who proudly crowed to
Howard Kurtz of CNN’s “Reliable
Sources” on Sunday, “That’s right,
I’m a slimeball.” Any value sys-
tem that puts Flynt on the moral
high ground is seriously flawed.

Besides, the thinking behind
those who gloat about Vitter’s
hypocrisy is that of course men
cheat on their wives, but the bet-
ter man does not pretend to value
monogamy. All hail the honest
adulterer — even if he lies about
sex.

My sympathy lies with Wendy
Vitter.

In 2000, she told a reporter that
if her husband strayed, “I’m a lot
more like Lorena Bobbitt than
Hillary (Clinton). If he does some-
thing like that, I’m walking away
with one thing, and it’s not alimo-
ny, trust me.” 

Monday, Wendy Vitter was stuck
in the long-suffering-wife-sticking-
by-cheating-husband role, as she
told reporters she was “proud” to
be David Vitter’s wife and that
their marriage was stronger than
ever. 

It would be easier to believe that
if her husband had cared enough
to spare her that ordeal. 

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.
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SNBC’s Chris
Matthews appeared on
“The Tonight Show” a
week ago Wednesday

night pontificating, mostly, about
the Iraq war. Those who deny the
overwhelming liberal bias of the
mainstream media and who are
pushing the Fairness Doctrine to
muzzle conservative talk radio
should be required to watch a tape
of Matthews’ performance. 

To a fawning Jay
Leno, Matthews
engaged in a nearly
uninterrupted solilo-
quy trashing all
things Bush, from his
governing according
to perceived signals
from God to his
alleged lies about
WMD.

Notably ironic, was
Matthews’ repeated
spewing of misinfor-
mation in the process of character-
izing the administration of dissem-
inating misinformation. They talk
about men and women occupying
different planets. Perhaps, but at
least their planets seem to be in
closer proximity than the ones
inhabited, respectively, by liberals
and conservatives.

Leno jump-started Matthews by
asking him about New York Times
columnist David Brooks’ supposed
assertion that President Bush has
pursued the war in Iraq because
God wills it. “God told him that
we should fight this war.”

We’ve heard this bogus charge
before. Matthews dutifully
responded, “Well, if he was going
to play Joan of Arc, we wouldn’t
have elected him. Getting whis-
pers from heaven is scary busi-
ness. The guys we’re fighting say
that, too.” Matthews said Bush
needed “a little humility.” Even
Abraham Lincoln, Matthews said,
didn’t claim to have God on his
side in the Civil War.

While I can’t prove a negative, I
am confident Bush never said that

God is on our side in this war —
though it wouldn’t bother me if he
had — or that God directed him to
attack Iraq. He has said he contin-
ually prays for divine guidance
and reads the Bible every day.
That is wise, commendable and
utterly no different from what
Abraham Lincoln and many, prob-
ably most presidents in our histo-
ry did.

This is not a distinction without
a difference. Matthews is unequiv-
ocally implying that Bush has
claimed to get his marching
orders directly from God and that
that is scary — as if he’s in some
kind of spiritual trance. It simply
isn’t true, and Matthews is distort-
ing the truth in suggesting it is.

Contrary to Matthews’ depiction,
Bush is exhibiting the ultimate
humility in prostrating himself
before God to ask for His guidance
and blessing. Perhaps Chris has
his wires crossed. It’s the secular
humanist types who are more like-
ly to have too much pride: to
believe in God, much less ask for
His guidance.

Matthews then began a rant, say-
ing “almost half the American
people believe that Iraq attacked
us on 9/11. The misinformation,
the indoctrination that’s going on.
And the rest of the American peo-
ple have gotten so skeptical now
do you think the American people
believe that the brass didn’t have
something to do with Abu Ghraib?
Do you think the American people
don’t think that we were given a
bill of goods to get us in over
there? ... I think we gotta be damn
skeptical of this crowd, because on
WMD, on the connection to 9/11,
on the surge, on the torture, on
every step of the way we’ve been
given misinformation to the point
now, we just did a poll, a fifth of
the American people believe we
found weapons of mass destruc-
tion when we got there. They’re
still indoctrinated. How do we get
all this misinformation? From the
top, unfortunately. It’s a sad

thing.”
There is no question in my mind

that Matthews believes this non-
sense he is spewing. I think he’s a
decent enough guy — but he just
doesn’t think straight. The admin-
istration never said Iraq attacked
us on 9/11. It never said there was
an operational relationship
between Iraq and Al Qaeda, just
that there was a relationship,
which there was.

Only grassy-knoll nutcakes and
anti-military types believe the
“brass” authorized systematic
abuse of enemy combatant
detainees. I don’t deny that many
Americans now mistakenly
believe, after being bludgeoned
over the head with liberal propa-
ganda for years, that Bush lied us
into war — as I’ve said three bil-
lion times, but apparently not
often enough.

On all of these points and more
it is the Democrats and main-
stream media who are responsible
for the “misinformation.”

If two-fifths of the American peo-
ple believe Iraq attacked us on
9/11, it isn’t Bush’s fault because
he never said that. And if one-fifth
of the people believe we found
new WMD stockpiles (we clearly
did find old WMD), it isn’t
because Bush said so. Yet
Matthews says this “misinforma-
tion” came from “the top,” mean-
ing Bush. But he knows that Bush
has never said we’ve found WMD
there. Never. He’s said quite the
opposite. This one isn’t even
arguable.

Unchallenged, even frequently
applauded, Matthews “disseminat-
ed” his “misinformation” to the
audience. It’s no wonder people so
many people are so woefully mis-
informed.

Chris, you’re not helping.

To find out more about David
Limbaugh, please visit his Web site
at www.davidlimbaugh.com.
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• GEORGE W. BUSH
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• KAY BAILEY
HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

• JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator

517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RICK PERRY
Governor

State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFLIN
State Representative
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (512) 463-0604

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

MARK BARR, COUNTY

JUDGE — Home and
Office: (432) 517-0707.

EMMA BROWN — Home:
267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-
0724; Work (Jerry's
Barbers): 267-5471.

BILL CROOKER — Home:
263-2566.

GARY SIMER — Home:
263-0260.
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U.S. Attorney
should have
tried agents
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TT
here are certain
things that “dum-
mies” simply
shouldn’t mess

with. Neurosurgery
comes to mind, for exam-
ple.

My oldest
son cele-
brated his
24th birth-
day recent-
ly. It is a
manly rite-
of-passage
that at
some point
he receives
his very
first gas
grill. My
husband decided that he
was old enough now to
handle such an impor-
tant responsibility. Plus,
it allowed my husband to
buy a gas grill, some-
thing he always enjoys
doing. The problem was
that, other than maca-
roni and cheese and
Ramen noodles, my son
had never cooked a meal
on an indoor appliance,
much less on an outdoor
gas grill.

His brother decided
that he needed a book to
teach him how. That is
how we found ourselves
in a bookstore surround-
ed by books that ended
in the words…For
Dummies. These books
were in the reference sec-

tion of the store where
you’d normally find such
dry tomes as Computer
Programming: In
Fourteen Languages. I
always wondered…If you
only speak one language,
is the rest of the book
wasted?

Anyway, we eventually
found what we were look-
ing for: Grilling For
Dummies. Not only did it
teach a complete “new-
bie” all about grilling, it
also gave my younger
son the unholy pleasure
of indirectly placing my
oldest son in the category
of “Dummies.” They also
had the Complete Idiot’s
Guide to Grilling, but the
difference between a
Dummy and a Complete
Idiot was just enough to
get the younger one
decked. So he chose the
one that was less harm-
ful to his health, but still
allowed him to insult his
older brother on his
birthday.

Personally, I wouldn’t
be caught dead walking
out of a book store with
a book that proclaimed to
all and sundry that I was
a “Dummy” or a
“Complete Idiot.” So I
have to believe that there
simply must be a lot of
people buying these
books for their loved
ones. The marketing
guys for these books
must be geniuses.

While we were perus-
ing the shelves of that
book store, we came
upon some interesting
titles for the “Dummies”
books. Gardening for
Dummies, Bartending for
Dummies. They should
have The Complete Idiots
Guide to Drinking and
Driving. I wonder what
could possibly said about
that subject that would
make the book the size of
an encyclopedia. Maybe
when you open it up, it 

See SNYDER, Page 6A

LL
ess than a day
after Ford Motor
Company
received 14 vehi-

cle honors for quality in
the J.D. Power and
Associates 2007 Initial
Quality Study (IQS), the
company wasted no time
launching its next suc-
cess story — the 2008
Ford
Taurus.

While the
name is
familiar
name (Ford
has sold
more than 7
million of
the mid-size
Taurus
units from
1985
through
2006 when
it was
replaced by the Fusion)
make no mistake, this is
an all-new Taurus.

“Customers will find
the 2008 Taurus delivers
more of what they are
looking for, including a
strong design, high-quali-
ty interior, power and
performance, must-have
features like Ford Sync
and a great safety reputa-
tion,” said Cisco Codina, 

Ford’s group vice presi-
dent, marketing, sales
and service.

For starters, unlike the
previous mid-size Taurus
models, the 2008 is com-
peting for market share
in the full-size sedan seg-
ment (it has an 112.9-inch
wheelbase with an over-
all length of 201.8 inches
and more than 21 cubic
feet of trunk room). 

Yes, it does replace the
Ford Five Hundred.

And while it shares the
Five Hundred architec-
ture and platform, it has
been redesigned inside
and out.

The stodgy exterior
lines have been resulted
to provide a more mod-
ern, flowing look. The
interior has been
enhanced with a new

instrument
panel and
more ele-
gant mate-
rials can
be seen
and
touched
throughout
the cabin.

While I
was a big
fan of the
Five
Hundred, I
really like

what Ford has done with
the 2008 Taurus. 

The styling is spot on
and the interior touches
give it the look and feel
of a premium luxury
sedan costing thousands
more. 

For the record, the 2008
Taurus has a base price
starting at 23,995. It is
available in two trim
lines — SEL and
Limited, both available
in front or all-wheel
drive configurations.

My test drive model
during the product
launch was an AWD
Limited with a base price
of $28,695. Prior to look-
ing at the sticker, I
would have guessed the
cost would have been a
lot higher.

I also had the chance
to ride in the back seat
during one leg of our test

drive. There is an abun-
dance of room back there
— head, shoulder and
legroom.

Produced at Ford’s
Chicago assembly plant,
‘08 Taurus units began
arriving at Ford dealer-
ships this week.

There’s also a new
engine under the hood,
mated to a new six-speed
automatic transmission. 

The powertrain is more
powerful, yet is more
fuel-efficient and pro-
duces lower emissions
than the ‘07 Five
Hundred powerplant.

The 3.5-liter Duratec V-
6 produces 263 horsepow-
er and 249 lb.-ft. torque.
Using regular unleaded
fuel, it has an EPA fuel
economy rating of 18/17
mpg city, 28/24 mpg high-
way (FWD/AWD). It is
also rated as a Partial
Zero Emissions Vehicle.

So in essence, there’s a
lot more that’s new about
this platform than just a
name.

Including safety.
“This is one of the

safest full-size sedans on
the road,” said Steve
Kozak, chief safety engi-
neer for the Taurus,
announcing the Taurus
is the only large family
car to earn both a “Top
Safety Pick” rating from
the Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety and
the U.S. government’s
highest available five-star
ratings in all crash test
categories.

“Basically, in terms of
automotive safety, we
took this car to the Super
Bowl and won,” Kozak
said during the recent

product launch held in
Frisco, north of Dallas.

Kozak said from the
beginning, safety was
“priority one” during the
design and planning
stages for the new
Taurus.

As part of Ford’s 360-
degrees of Protection
safety program, the
Taurus is the first vehi-
cle in the industry to
offer a two-row Safety
Canopy side airbag that
provides additional pro-
tection not only in side
impact collisions, but
also deploys in rollover
accidents.

Another available safe-
ty system is the
AdvanceTrac electronic
stability control to pro-
vide more stability and
handling in all weather
conditions.

Ford worked hand-in-
hand with Volvo in
developing the Taurus
safety story.

While I only spent a
day with the new
Taurus, I was extremely
impressed. For those in
the market for a full-size,
five-passenger sedan, it is
an absolutely must test
drive. 

My comment to the
Ford engineers following
the program was, “If

folks drive it, they will
buy it.” It really is that
impressive.

Back to the news on
Ford’s quality.

On June 6, the J.D.
Power IQS survey award-
ed Ford more award for
quality than any other
automaker. 

Five vehicles — Ford
Mustang, Mercury Milan,
Lincoln MKZ, Lincoln
Mark LT and Mazda MX-
5 each swept their vehi-
cle segments for top hon-
ors for quality.

The Ford F-150, Lincoln
MKX and Lincoln
Navigator received sec-
ond place honors for
fewest problems in its
segment while Ford
Motor Company earned
six third place quality
awards. 

Ford’s Wixom
Assembly Plant (in

Detroit) also received a
Platinum Award, recog-
nizing it as the indus-
try’s best-quality per-
forming plant worldwide.
It also marks the first
time since 1999 that a
North American plant
has received J.D. Power’s
top award for producing
vehicles yielding the
fewest defects.

“We are designing and
building world-class vehi-
cles, and it’s great to
have this affirmation
from the customers who
drive our cars and trucks
every day,” said Mark
Fields, president of the
Americas Ford Motor
Company. “While we’re
pleased that our internal
focus on quality is
receiving this kind of
recognition from J.D.
Power and Associates, we
will not let up. We will
continue to deliver even
more high-quality prod-
ucts that customers
want.”

Neal White has been
covering the automotive
industry for more than 15
years and is affiliated
with the Texas Auto
Writers Association and
the Midwest Automotive
Media Association.
Comments may be sent to
Neal at neal.white@waxa-
hachiedailylight.com.
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Gibbs Remodeling
New Home Construction • Room Additions

Dry Wall Hanging & Finishing
Ceramic Tile • Installation & Repair

All Remodel Needs Of Any Room
In Your Home.

Call 263-8285
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BIG SPRING EYESORES

609 GREGG

908 SOUTH AYLESFORD (CITATIONS)
RENE BESERRA

LANCASTER & 7TH

1306 B. SCURRY

1311 RUNNELS

510 AYLESFORD (3 CITATIONS)
VANESSA VALENCIA - OWNER

LANCASTER & DELANEY

906 AYLESFORD
A&M, INESTMENT COMPANY/San Antonio, TX

504 AYLESLFORD
SOLD AT AUCTION / MR. VALLE

1306 SCURRY

7TH & AYLESFORD

Keep Big Spring Beautiful (KBSB)
Big Spring Herald 30416

‘08
Taurus
Familiar name, new look,
more power, more features

BY NEAL WHITE

ON THE ROAD

Laura on Life:

Books for ‘dummies’
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could have one word on
every page: DON’T! A
word that even a com-
plete idiot could under-
stand.

After seeing that the
French Cooking For
Dummies book contained
just as many pages as the
Computer Programming
books, I decided that
French Cooking could be
taken off my list of
Things To Do Before I
Die. Life is too short.

Learning To Program a
Computer never even
made it to my list.

I was looking for a
book called Rocket

Science for Dummies,
just in case I ever needed
that information. 

Not surprisingly, they
didn’t have one. 

Like I said, there are
certain things that
“Dummies” probably
shouldn’t mess with.

Laura Snyder can be e-
mailed at lsnyder@lau-
raonlife.com. Or visit her
website
www.lauraonlife.com .
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

By Steve Becker

BONUS SAVINGS COUPON • VALID THRU JULY 30

15% OFF
ANY SINGLE ITEM • REGULAR PRICE, SALE OR CLEARANCE

Not valid on Estée Lauder, Clinique, Lancome, formalwear rental, gift cards 
or previous purchases. Must relinquish coupon at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with other coupons or private savings offers. 

BONUS SAVINGS COUPON • VALID THRU JULY 30

15% OFF
ANY SINGLE ITEM • REGULAR PRICE, SALE OR CLEARANCE

Not valid on Estée Lauder, Clinique, Lancome, formalwear rental, gift cards 
or previous purchases. Must relinquish coupon at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with other coupons or private savings offers. 

Prices effective thru July 30, 2007. *Total savings off original prices. Interim markdowns may have been taken. Entire stocks only where indicated. Selection may vary by store.

SUMMER SALE
& CLEARANCE

50%
OFF
• SUMMER TOPS FOR THE FAMILY

• SHORTS FOR THE FAMILY

• SWIMWEAR FOR THE FAMILY

• CAPRIS FOR MISSES, 
JUNIORS & GIRLS

• PLUS, DON’T MISS OUR BIG 
SHOE CLEARANCE BLOWOUT

Plus Save75%* on All Red-Ticket Merchandise 
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BEALLS  HOURS
MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 10 AM - 9 PM  SUNDAY 12 PM - 6 PM

INSIDE THE BIG SPRING MALL   •   263-0273
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House decision 
supports convicted agents

WASHINGTON (AP) — The House on Wednesday
approved a move by conservative Republicans to try to
set free two Border Patrol agents convicted of shooting
a Mexican drug dealer.

After a long, emotional debate, the House voted by
voice to block the Bureau of Prisons from keeping for-
mer agents Ignacio Ramos and Alonso Compean in fed-
eral prison. Ramos and Compean are serving 11- and
12-year federal prison sentences, respectively, for the
2005 shooting of Osvaldo Aldrete Davila on the Texas
border near El Paso.

The case has caused a furor among conservative law-
makers and on talk radio across the country.

The agents shot him in the buttocks as he fled, but
got rid of crucial evidence and failed to report the
incident as required. They later found a load of mari-
juana in a van that Aldrete had used to try to elude
them. But U.S. Attorney Johnny Sutton said there was
no proof to tie the drugs to Aldrete so he could not
prosecute him.

Thompson flies through 
Texas rallying crowds, raising money

HOUSTON (AP) — About 100 people greeted possible
Republican presidential candidate Fred Thompson at a
Houston airport Wednesday, chanting “We want Fred”
as the former senator and actor began a fundraising
and campaign swing through Texas.

Thompson, who polls in double-digits without having

announced a campaign, was still noncommittal, saying
he plans a decision “in the not too distant future.”

This was the first stop he’s made in Texas since
becoming a 2008 GOP contender.

TXU CEO to quit after 
$32 billion sale closes

DALLAS (AP) — Electric utility TXU Corp. has rec-
ommended that shareholders approve a $32 billion
buyout and also said its chief executive will resign if
the sale to private investors goes through.

Chairman and CEO C. John Wilder said Wednesday
that his turnaround of TXU “is essentially complete”
and the company has other capable leaders.

Wilder, 49, stands to leave the company with at least
$277 million worth of stock plus millions in other
perks, according to a TXU regulatory filing.

Shareholders are scheduled to vote Sept. 7 on the sale
of TXU to investors led by Kohlberg Kravis Roberts &
Co. and Texas Pacific Group. It would be the largest
private buyout ever.

The company said in the filing that higher interest
rates and tighter credit made it harder for other buy-
ers to arrange financing. TXU said it solicited bids for
several weeks but none surpassed the KKR-Texas
Pacific offer.

Dewhurst makes plea 
for community colleges solution

AUSTIN (AP) — Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst made a
public plea Wednesday for state leaders to find a way

to reallocate $154 million in vetoed funds for commu-
nity college health insurance.

Gov. Rick Perry vetoed the funds last month and
community college officials from all over the state
have responded with anger, saying they’ll have to con-
sider tuition increases, local tax increases or restrict-
ing enrollment.

Judge rules woman accused 
of taking newborn competent for trial

LUBBOCK (AP) — A judge ruled Thursday that the
21-year-old woman accused of slipping into a hospital
maternity ward wearing medical scrubs and abducting
a days-old baby girl is competent to stand trial.

Rayshaun Parson April pleaded not guilty in April to
a federal kidnapping charge in connection with the
disappearance of Mychael Darthard-Dawodu from a
Lubbock hospital.

U.S. District Judge Sam Cummings, who has issued
a gag order in the case, sealed the report on Parson’s
mental evaluation. The trial was set for Aug. 20.

Surveillance footage from Covenant Lakeside
Hospital showed a woman wearing blue and flower-
print hospital scrubs and a gray, puffy jacket with a
hood walking out of the hospital in the middle of the
night March 10. She was carrying a purse as she
walked past an unstaffed information desk near the
exit.

The baby was found the next day in Clovis, N.M.,
where Parson lived. 

Parson has remained in federal custody since her
arrest that day.

News in brief▼
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This Date
In History

Today is Thursday, July
26, the 207th day of 2007.
There are 158 days left in the
year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On July 26, 1947, President
Truman signed the National
Security Act, creating the
Department of Defense, the
National Security Council,
the CIA and the Joint Chiefs
of Staff.

On this date:
In 1775, Benjamin

Franklin became
Postmaster-General.

In 1788, New York became
the eleventh state to ratify
the U.S. Constitution.

In 1856, playwright George
Bernard Shaw was born in
Dublin, Ireland.

In 1945, Winston Churchill
resigned as Britain’s prime
minister after his
Conservatives were soundly
defeated by the Labour
Party. (Clement Attlee
became the new prime min-

ister.)
In 1952, Argentina’s first

lady, Eva Peron, died in
Buenos Aires at age 33.

In 1952, King Farouk I of
Egypt abdicated in the wake
of a coup led by Gamal
Abdel Nasser.

In 1956, Egyptian
President Gamal Abdel
Nasser nationalized the Suez
Canal.

In 1956, the Italian liner
Andrea Doria sank off New
England, 11 hours after col-
liding with the Swedish
liner Stockholm; at least 51
people died.

In 1971, Apollo 15 was
launched from Cape
Kennedy.

In 1986, kidnappers in
Lebanon released the Rev.
Lawrence Martin Jenco, an
American hostage held for
nearly 19 months.

One year ago: A thinner
but combative Saddam
Hussein returned to his trial
for the first time since his
hunger strike and hospital-
ization.

Today’s Birthdays: Movie
director Blake Edwards is
85. Actor James Best is 81.
Singer Dobie Gray is 67.
Actress-singer Darlene Love

is 66. Singer Brenton Wood
is 66. Rock star Mick Jagger
is 64. Movie director Peter
Hyams is 64. Actress Helen
Mirren is 62. Rock musician
Roger Taylor (Queen) is 58.
Actor Kevin Spacey is 48.
Rock singer Gary Cherone is
46. Actress Sandra Bullock
is 43. Actor Jeremy Piven is
42. Rapper-reggae singer
Wayne Wonder is 41.
Actress Kate Beckinsale is
34. Rock musician Dan
Konopka (OK Go) is 33.
G o s p e l / C o n t e m p o r a r y
Christian singer Rebecca St.
James is 30.

Thought for Today: “My
friends, there are no
friends.” _ Coco Chanel,
French fashion designer
(1883-1971). 

® The Associated Press
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